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NOTES AND COMMENTS.

In common with other countries, Canada mourned
Miss Willard's death by special public services, on Sun.
Memorial day. In Toronto a large gathering
Services. assembled in the Pavilion, under the
auspices of the Canadian Temperance League, at which
many high tributes were paid to the deceased lIady. The
Torunto Woman's Christian Temperance Union held a
memorial service on Tuesday in Cooke’s Church, when
the feeling of sorrow prevailing was suitably expressed.
It is supposed that the succession to the leadership rests
according to the constitution, with Lady Henry Somer-
set, or failing her Miss Agnes E. Slack, World's Secre-
tary.

The news of Miss Williard's death has heen received, the
world over, with unfcigned sorrow. She was perhaps the
Mise Frances most widely known and admired woman
Willara. ot her day, and she held her place in the
hearts of the people, by her deep womanly sympathies, as
much if not more thun by her brilliant inieliectual triumphs.
Her life is an object lesson to wemen who are workers in
the cause of temperance and social reform.  No small
element of her strength lay in her “ reasonable moderation ™
as it has been termed, and in the exceptional wisdom she
displayed in dealing with complicated questions.

There is much rejoicing over the withdzawal by Lady
Henry Somersct of her letter to lord George Hanulton, on
Lady Henry the C. D. Acts. This was the letter
Somersets Letter which caused so much divided fecling
in the W.C.T.U,, and now that it has been withdrawn, no
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doubt peace and harmony will once more prevail.  Lady
Somerset’s reason for withdrawing the letter is that it has
been greatly misunderstood and  conscquently  caused
diviston and criticism which were proving injurious to the
cause she wished to promote.

A vigorous effort has just been made to re-open the Briggs
case in the Amerntcan Presbytenan Church with a view of
Tho Briggs Case  Setting the Assembly to rescind its action
Again. and restore the Union Professor to his
Status as a minister. ‘The Rev. Dr. llayden wrote a letter
to the papers urging it, and 1t is stated that they bad even
selected a certain western minister to be put forward as next
Moderator on thatissue. Inasmuch, however, as Dr. Briggs
has in no way moditied his position nor eren expressed
regret for the harsh and offensive language in which he
expressed his views, there is little prospect of success. The
leading church papers, even those favorable to Dr. Briggs
have counselled peace.  In fact, instead of Dr. Briggs being
restored there is the possibility that Dr. McGiffert, another
Union Professor, may be called to account for his vicws, as
expressed in his recent work on “‘I'he Apostolic Age ' He
certainly has made some statements which it seems hard to
reconcile with the Church'’s creed as to the authonty of the
Scrniptures, and explanations are felt to be in order.

The anniversary celebrations in honour of the poct Burns,
brought forth a speech from Rev. Dr. Rankin, Muthil,
An Ex Mocerator's an ex-moderator of the LEstablished
Excited Speoch.  Church of Scotland, which has set
the good people of Edinburgh by the ears, and the Scot
everywhere, a thinking. Dr. Rankin got off such re-
marks as these :—*" At this moment it is a simple fact
that ‘{reedom and whiskey gang thegither," while
teetotalism is a tyranny and a peeversion of the word of
God.” *Would not I,” he continued, “give a year’s
stipend to get Robin back for a month to take off the
Kirk shams of to-day? We would then have the
wholesome play of genius over the insane multiplication
of churches, of whom 600 or 700 are localized devils—
the play of genius over sham foreign missions largely
prosecuted to glorify one sect against another at home,
and burning satire over the money-raising that is
substituted for gospel preaching.” Dr. Rankin has
quite 2 following in his church, but indignation is running
high over this hysterical outburst.

It is always difficult to find cncouraging fcatures in the
religious life of France  An Lnglish writer, in close carres.
Religlons Move.  pondence with Protestants in France,
ments in Franco  thinks he sces very many such features
now. Among them he names several societies which are
devoted to the conversion and enlightenmient of Roman
Catholics and the revival of feeble and scattered otes:
tants; therc arc many congregations in all parts of the
country that consist entirely of those who have come out
from Rome : large numbers of peaple are begping that a
pastor or an evangelist may be sent them, people, toa, who
stard their ground in the midst of severe persceutions.
He names several departments in which this is true.  We
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note that for the most part they are rural. e makes
mention of a great movement, which he asserts exists,
toward light and hberty on the part of priests, many ot
whom have sacnficed all thewr worldly prospects in order to
contess the truth in ats power and simpheity 5 and be gives
the names of distnguished men who have Jeft the Roman
Cathulic Church.

CHRISTIAN UNION FROM A BAPTIST STAND POINT

])R. R 5. MacArthur of Catvary Baptist Church, New

Vork, gave a vigorous address to the Baptist Youug
People’s Union in Montreal, on Thursday evening last,
which makes interesting reading.  [is subject was the
preat Histornie Creed and Baptist Churches, but inci-
dgentally he touched on the subject of union. e claimed
that the battle regarding the word baptism had been
fought, and the victory won. ** No scholar ** saidhe “in
any part of the world could deny the Baptist view re-
garding that word without impugning his own scholar-
ship.  Languistic science, church history, ecclesiastical
art, and New Testament interpretation, alike by the
proioundest scholars and the humblest Christians
cmphatically taught that behievers were the scriptural
subjects of baptism and thatimmersion was the scriptural
baptism.” Baptists alone, therefore, were true to the
New Testament and there could be no logical halting
place between their position and thatof Rome,  * If ever
there 15 orgaaic umty,” he added, “it will begin at
the Baptistery., Every denomination in Protestant
Christendom and the entire Roman and Greek churches
can agree upon mmmersion.  On no substitute can they
all agree.”

Now we have a great respect for the Baptist church
in most things, It is a thoroughly Evangelical Church,
holding the Calvinistic theology and {ull of zeal for saving
souls, It has produced some splendid preachers and done
noble work, both at home and abroad, in the mission
field for which we honorit.  We have a great respect
for Dr. MacArthur.  As an old Canadian who has made
his mark in the American Commercial Metropolis we are
proud of him. We could even forgive him a little touch
of fanaticism over a pet theory, A dash of fanaticism is
sometimes necessary to furnish heat for getting up steam.
But we confess statements like the above rather excite
a smile than command serious attention.

Even supposing it were true that scholarship was
agreed on the point that baptism meant immersion and
that the apostolic practice was to immerse, it would not
tollow that a symbolical rite must always be performed
in the same way to make it valid. Apply the same
principle to the other Christian saciament, We presume
schalarship is absolutely unanimous in believing that
when our Lord instituted the Supper, he and his dis-
ciples occupied a reclining posture. Even Dr. Mac-
Arthur would not deny it. And yet neither he nor
anybody else thinks it essential to the validity of the
ordinance that we should assume that attitude now.  ie
used unleavened bread which alone was available at the
time.  Most Protestant churches, and lir. MacArthur's
amony the number, use ordinary bread without any
compunction of conscience. The Baptist insistence on
ane particular mode is nothing but a superstition which
no,consensus of scholarship could ever justify.

But ot course scholarship is not agreed as to Dr,
MacArthur's contention, as every unprejudiced student of
the subject knows.  Dir. MeKRay, of Woodstock, ought
to send the beinghted New Yaork divine a bundle of his
tour page tracts to ~et him right.  Assuredly if we have
to wait for unton until the universal church comes

round to the Baptist position that union is a long way
off, with but faint chance ol being realized tn our
day.

THE CATHOLICITY OF PRESBYTERIANISM.
FPHE Rev, Dr. Robert Campbell, of Montreal, is doinsy

good service by his calm and sensible replies to
Father Pardow's recent sermons in the Jesuit Church,
and among other things has punctured the claim of Rome
to be ¢he Catholic Church. The term Catholic means
simply general or universal as opposed to local
Indirectly from this it comes to mean normal or
legritimate as opposed to aberrant or schismatic. Now
in neither the one sense nor the other nas the Roman
Church any right to claim the title.

It is not universal because as everybody knows the
lacger half of Christendom is outside its pale, and will cer-
tainly always continue to be cutside. ‘There was a time
when it embraced almost all professing Christians and
might have hoped to become so nearly universal as to
deserve the name. But that wasa long time ago, and
since then it has added so many impossible conditions
as terms of communion, transubstantiation, compulsory
confession, papal supremacy, and what not, that there
1s no more hope of its gathering in the bulk of professing
Christians now than there is of rc-establishing the
Ptolemaic Astronomy. Every decade only makes it
clearer that the whole trend of religious thought is away
from Rome, and demonstrates more plainly the absurdity
of its claim. Presbyterianism, it is true, is not actually
universal either but it already numbers 25,000,000, isin
more or less close correspondence with churches
numbering at least 150,000,000, more, and has laid
down such a broad basis of communion that it affords
room within its membership for all who make a credible
profession of Christianity as judged by the test of their
daily lives. It imposes no absurd and narrow conditions
but welcomes every true child of God without exception
according to the most charitable judgment.

If the church of Rome is not Catholic in the sense
of being universal either actually or potentiaily, neither
is it catholic in the seuse of being a normal and legitimate
form of Christianity, It certainly holds some of the
fundamental doctrines of the gospel and has not alto-
gether failed to develop truly Christian characters
within its bosom. But by the constantaccretion of new
and unscriptural doctrines overloading the truth, by
the adoption of a multitude of pagan rites corrupting its
worship, and by the encouragement of afalse asceticism
constantly deflecting the true ideal of Christian
Character, it has become aberrant and really schismatic.
As Gibbon pointed out, if Paul or Peter were to reappear
in Rome and cnter the temples that are dedicated to
their honor they would wonder what was the name of
the God worshipped there, so strange would the rites
appear. Presbyterianism does not claim to be the only
legitimate form of Christianity, but it aims at copying
as closely as possible the New Testament ideal, and
belicves it has largely succeeded. It and other churches
can be truly catholic only in the degree in which they
correspond to that ideal,

ROMAN CATHOLIC EXCLUSIVENESS AGAIN.
MMHUE Young Men'’s Christian Association of Montieal

is a vigorous organization with a handsome
building and an excellent equipment in the way of
reading rooms, lbrary, gymnasium, swimnung bath
etc., ete.  The active membership is confined to those
who are members of some evangelical church, but the
associate membership is open to any youngy man ol
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respectable character who pays the fee. The Truc
Witness created a sensation a few days ago by asserting
that many Roman Catholics were availing themselves
of its privileges to the manifest danger of therr faith and
called upon the eccle-iastical authorities to interfere
before the mischief wenmt any farther.  Archbishop
Bruches: premptly responded to the appeal and issued a
mandement positively forbidding Catholics to have any-
thing to do with the association. Happily the decree
was not accompained by any insulting remarks as in
the case of Archbishop Cleary's famous order forbidding
the faithtul to attend Protestant marriages or burials,
but the policy of exclusiveness and separation was again
declared ‘o be the policy of the church. Any such
intercourse with Protestant is declared to be a sin.

Of course there 15 nothing new in this, and the Arch-
bishop has only done what everybody expected he would
do. But one wonders whether these great ecc'esiastics
ever reflect on what religion really is, that they should
suppose such artificial conditions a¢ being necessary to
its existence. Are they afraid that the morals of their
young men will be contaminated by frequenting a
Protestant institution ?  The odd thing is that the Zrue¢
Witness practically acknowledges the superiority of
Protestantism over its own church in providing such
an admirable institution for safe guarding the morals
of young men without friends in the city. If these
young Roman Catholics obey the commands of the
bishop they will be practically turned out on the street
to face all the daugers that there await them, for their
own church, amid all its numerous institutions, has no
place where they can fiad similar escape. The bishop
is evidently afraid that these young men may find too
much light to allow them to remain docile Catholics,
and that must be prevented at all costs. The figments
of the Church have never been able to bear the direct
light of the Bible and therefore their adherents must be
kept away from it under the severest penalties. Itis
needless to say that any cause which feels it necessary
to take that attitude is doomed. In spite of all their
efforts the light will penetrate sooner or later and the
darkness be scattered.

A MENACE TO ONTARIO.

CONDITION of things unsuspected and undreamt of
has been brought to light by the canvassers working

in the political campaign in Oatario. 1t is well-known
that in practical politics it is customary in forecasting the
result to take ioto account the attitude of the several
religious interests.  Rightly or wrongly, it is admitted that
this is done. In the contest now being carried on, the
repoits of canvassers have disclosed taat Mormonism has
taken a firm hold of some rural districts, and an estimate
has been made that before this year passes away, 100,000
avowed Mormons will be in Ontario.  When the Pressy-
TERIAN Review learned of this alant ng state of things
enquiries were made, with the result that thus far the
political reports have been confirmed It 1s said that mect
wg are being held in the small halls and school houses and
that they are crowded with excited audiences, who are
carried away by the eloquence of the Mormon missionaries
The case is urgent and cannot be allowed to rest where it
is. Next weck we expect to be able to publish more details.

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY AND TEMPERANCE.
RESIDLNT Patton, of Prunceton Unwersity, is having
an awkward time setting himself right un the question
of the regulation of drinking amung the studemts,  The figst
explosion occurred over i licenseto a well appointed saloon,
known as the Princeton Inn, which was granted on an
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application signed, amoug others, by three professors of the
University.  One of these was D, Shields, a mimster of the
Presbyterian Church, Smarting under the criticism which
his act provoked from the Presbyterian papers and from a
number of Presbyteries, Dr. Shiclds asked his own Preshy
tery to remove his name, indicating that he had left the
Church. .\t the annual dinner of the Princeton Alumni
held some three weeks ago his friends arranged to make 1t
a demonstration in his favour, and even President Patton
used some most ungarded Janguage, resenting the  criticism
of the Limversity by the Courts of the Chureh, charactenizing
it as mere ceclesiasticistn, This has called forth a fresh
burst of disapproval from the pagers, and Dr Patton hag
been fain to make his peace oy preaching a sermon to the
students in favour of total abstinence.  ‘The appeal 1s, how.
cver, put very moderately and does not err in the  diwection
of over-statement, A good many are still far from satisfied
and 1t 1s doubitful whether the end of the matter has yet
been reachud.  The Preshiyterians of the Umited States  do
not mean to sec the institutions which they bhave founded
and encouraged become nurseries of vice for thewr students
if they can help it.

WIDOWS®' AND ORPHANS' FUND.

flﬂ'llil(li 15 perhaps nv Fund of the Charch which appeals

more  strongly o our people than  the  Ministers®
Widows' and Orphans’ Fund, 2 Fund which aims at giving
to the widows of ministers an annuity of Si30 0. Many
ot these are the widows of men whu were the pioneers of
our Church n the early settlement of the country, whose
salanies were small and who were, therefire, unable to
provide a comfortable mamtenance fur thair widows at death,
Last year, the revenue of this Fund was sufficent to meet
all claims made upon it.  This was owing, however, to
special circumstances  Among the receipts of last year
were a legacy of $yoo oo, and ahout 23,000 of mtrest from
former years and arrearages from minwsters rates. It will
thus be seen that the amount required this year, from the
congregations of the Church, is, at least, 84,000 in excess of
what was contributed last year. ‘Tuis ought by no means
to be a difficult matter to secure and yet we learn that at the
present tite, £5,500 are needed to pay the anmnties in full
next month whereas, between this date and the close of last
ccclesiastical ycar only $3,000 were got. It looks, there-
fore, as if the Committee were face to face with a probable
shortage of $2,500.  As the Committee can only disburse
the money which the Church supplies for this purpose, and
as the Assembly authorized them to reduce the anmnuities,
if necessary, it is carnestly hoped that every mintster and
Sessian will see to it that a liberal contabution is torwarded
from their congregation within the neat few weeks,  The
present annuity is itself a comparatively small sum, to
reduce it would entail bardstip and suffering  The very
knowledge of this fact should be sutficient to sur up the
ministers of the Church to immediate action, to render a
reduction unnecessary.

NON-CONTRIBUTING CONGREGATIONS,
LTHOUGIH only about five wecks to the close of the
Church year, March 3ist, a very large number of
congregations have not yet contributed to one or more of
the Schcmes of the Church.  In many of these congrega.
tions, the annual meeting has already been held and the
moncy allocated, yet, for some reason or other, it has not
been forwarded.  The fol'owing 15 the number of congrega-
tions in the Provinces of Qatano and Quebee, that have not
yet, this year, contr buted to the respective Schemes
named .— Knox Colle ¢, 349 . Montreal College, 5035
Queen's College, 43t Manitoba College, 437+ Home
Missions, 271 ; Augmentation, 340 : Foreygn Missions, 296
Widows' and Orphans’, 345 ged and Infirm Muisters,
344 3 Assembly Fund, 335 ; French Evangelization, 303.
In the above hist, Mission Stations are not included.
1t 1s camestly haped that pastors will make enquiry and
see that contributions are forwarded without delay  “Chere
are several large sums that have to Lie met at the Bank
within the next fortnight, and it is carnestly hoped that
money may be promply forwarded by the congregativns,
that have not yet done no, that those habilities may be ma
as they mature.
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THE ASSURDITY OF AGNOSTICISM.

10 RPN, RO Vol MikeRE, BosToN
For the Revicw

The word Agnosticism was mvented by Prof. Huxley,
and has come nto wide use. It means Nterally kvow-
nothinguess, especially in relation to nature and the power
that lies back of it. It 15 sometimes very convenient for
fidels when hard pressed by argument to escape by sayiog
that they are agnostics.  But strange to say the people who
claim to be of this class profess to know a great deal. “They
are often among tke most dogmatc, and have much to say
about science and philo ophy.  They generally pro ess to

rehieve m evolution, which i their sense means materiawom
and atheism.

The most pronnnent philosopher of this class is Herbert
Spencer, whom Darmin styled, * our great philosopher of
evolution.”  He tells us that all we know is phenomena, or
appearances, and the power which 1s manifested in nature
1s unknown and unknowable  This power he does not call
God—he does not know what 1t is.  But how does he know
that such a power exists, unless he knows something about
it?  He has been engaged for years in wnting a work on
philosophy i several volumes.  As philosophy implies
knowledge of fact in connection with their causes, 1 ask,
how can there be any philosophy 1n the proper seuse, if we
know nothing but appearances, and these not expressive of
the cause or causes that hie back of them 2 To talk about
plulosophy under such conditions 1s absurd.  Agnosticism
and philusopl y are utterly wmcompatble.  If Agnosticism
be correct there can be no such thing as knowledge.  This
mplies the existence of corresponding reality , but if pheno-
mena are pot expressive of the reality lying back of them,
then we have nothing which can be properly called knowl-
edge. Here again appears the most palpable absurdity.
Spencer tells us in s * First Principles ™ that the only
ground on which a recouciliation between science and
religion can be based, is the recognition of the fact that the
power which the universe mamfests to us is utterly inscrut-
ible.  Here again is a most glaring absurdity. ‘There can
be no religion in the true sense without worship, but there
can be no worship without soine knowledge or recognition
of a person.  We cannot worship an abstract and mindless
law of gravitation or clectricity —there must be a person.
But, according to Mr. Spencer, such a condition of worship
is absolutely wanting. When he picks up an old arrow-
head, or a stone hatchet, or a piece of silver coin, he
readily sees the agency of mind . but when he looks out oxn
nature and sees indescribably greater manifestations of
thought and design, he says we know unothing about it.
There may be one or many gods in the umverse, but in
such philosophy, a personal being is uoknown to us. and
theretore, there can be no such thing as religion or worship.
We know that the religious sentiment is a fundamental and
most powerful clement in human nature, but Agnosticism
does not recognize this.  We should remember that man
belongs to nature, and that the science and philosophy must
be essentially defective that ignore the noblest part of
nature. The religious sentiment in man finds its highest
gratification and devclopment in the worship of a personal
God.  How abisurd any system of philosophy whicli ignores
this!

Accurding to such philosophy there can be no such thing
as right or wrong, as such, TI'atalism, or nccessity controls
cverything.  John Stuart Mill; without any Christian pre-
possession, saw this, and severely rebuked such a system in
the following words . ** A view of religion which 1 hold to
be profoundly immoral—that 1t is our duty to worship a
bewg whose moral autributes arc attirmed to be unknowable
by us, and to be perhans extremely different from those
whach, whenever speaking of our fellow creatures, we call by
the same name.  1f] instead of the glad tidings that there
custs a e in whom all excellences of which the highest
human mind can conceve to enist ina degree inconceivable
10 us, I am informed that the world is ruled by a Deing
whose attnibutes are infinite, but what they are we cannot
learn. nor what are the principles of Hhis government, exeept
that the hrgheet human morality which we are capable of
concenvityg does tot sandtion them § convince me of 1t, and
I will bear my fate as Tway  But when 1 am told that 1
must behieve ths, and at the same ume call the Being by
the names which express and atfiem the highest human
moralty, 1 say in plan terms that 1 will not. Whatever
power surh a Being may have over me, there is one thing
which He shall not do, He shall not compel me to wontap

-l

Him." The same writer says again : *¢ My opinion of this
doctrine (that we can have no knowledge of God) in what.
ever way presented, is, that it sumply is the most morally
pernicious doctrine now current, and the question it
involves, is beyond all others which now engage speculative
minds, the decisive onc between moral good and evil for
the Christian world.”

Though the word Agnostic means literally a know-
nothing or ignuramus, those who take the name, claiim to
know something, which I do not deny. ‘The qu- ‘tion
comes up can we know anything? We certainly have
positive knowledge of some things, though we may not
absolutely compiehend them  We can be certain of the
nature of a thing or being, while the degree of knowledge
may be limited, Max Muller truly writes: * The true idea
of the infinite is not a negation nor a modification of any
other idea.  The finite, on the contrary, is in realty the
limitation or modification of the infinite ; nor is it possible,
if we reason in good earnest, to conceive of the finite in any
other sense, than as the shadow of the infinite.””  We know
that there is a mighty power in nature, and so far as this
manifests itself we have knowledge of it, and this power 1
call God. In the manifestations I see mind displayed.
‘These are expressicns of thought, or as Plato expresses 1t
“The world is God's epistle to maokind.” Where there
are law, order and adaptation, there must be intelligence,
and this implies thought, and thought implies mind and a
thinker, and there cannot be a thinker without personality.
Therefore there is either a personal God or no God. We
know reason, free will and personality in ourselves, and
when we see these manifested in nature around us, we
intuitively and logically conclude that there is a great
personal power at work—that is, a personal God.

When we notice how credulous Agnostics are, we need
not wonder at their zbsurd reasonings and conclusions. 1
give an example of this in connection with Prof. Huxley.
He invented the word Protoplasm, which he defined to be
the physical basis of life, and thus to shut out God. He
adopted as a conclusive proof the jelly found at the deep
sca bottom, which he christened Bathibyns. This was
afterwards found to be nothing but the sulphate of lime, and
he publicly abandoned it at a meeting of the British Scien-
tific Association. On his visit to America years ago, he
adduced ir. his lectures as the strongest proof of his Agnostic
evolution, the fossil remains of what he called a horse,
found in onc of the Western States. This was about the
size of a small fox, which had several toes, and the process
of evolution went on until 1t had but one toe or hoof. This
animal (which ncver was a horse) lost even that one toe,
and perished, for no horses were found in America when
the Europeans came here.  This I give as one of many
examples of the blind credulity of some men from whom
better might be expected.  In view of the evidence on the
subject, it is no exaggeration to speak of Agnosticism as an
absurdity.

“THE HIGHER CRITICISM AND THE MONUMENTS.”

BY D. MCKENZIE. 'r;:;;,:.

v L

This is one of Dr, Sayce's morc recent works. It first
appeared four years ago .nd, though the progress of
discovery in the department with which it is concerned has
been exceedingly rapid, is still of great interest, worthy the
careful perusal of every intelligent Bible student,

As the title implics, the book deals with the bearing of
Archaological discoveries in the East, on the speculations
advanced by Radical critics in reference to the literature of
the Old Testament.  That well known school of critics has
donc much to cast doubt upon the authenticity of the Old
Testament narrative. ‘The purpose of this work is to show
that the records unearthed from the mounds and ruins of
Qriental lands leave no ground for such doubt. It has
nothing to do with the important question of Inspiration,
Tt regards the Old Testament as so much literature to be
cxamined and subjected to ordinary literary tests and its
conclusion is that the discoverics referred to establish the
substantial authenticty of that literature.  The author
entertains great expectations from discoverics yet to be made.
He thinks, however, that sufficient information has been
already gained to justify the conclusion to which he has come.

I'he method adopted throughout is to make use of tae
discoverics made i the diffcrent Bible lands to confirm
the factor of the narrative derived from those lands.  For
instance inthe third chapter it is shown how the discoveries
0 Babylonia coufirm the Babylonian clement in the book




I

The Presbyterian Review 735

of Genesis, n the fourth how those made n Palesiine and

igypt confirm the Egyptian and Canaamtish element and
i the sixth how these of the Delta and surrounding districts
confirm the story of the Uxodus. In this way the whole
ficld is surveyed and its beanng on the eatire Old Testament
narrative made to appear.

In the present condition of Oid Testament studies the
most interesting part of the production ts that which deals
with the Pentateuch. One might infer that the author
himself was of this opinion from the relatively large space
which he devotes to that part of his task. The question,
therefore, that the intelligent reader will put, with the
greatest amount of eagerness 1s how far the book establishes
the authenticity of the Pentateuch. The matter will stand
with tam thus : Supposing the discoveries to be what Dr.,
Sayce says they are, how far do they establish the authen
ticity of the record n the Pentateuch. The unskilled
reader must take Dr. Sayce’s estimate in regard to the worth
of the Archicological matenial to which he refers, but every
thoughtful mind can pass judgment on the conclusions
drawn from that matenal.  For mstance only the specialist
can decipher a monument or fix its piace in history but
every trained thinker can draw s inferences once these
iabors of the speciabst are accomplished. Not everyone
for instance could decipher the tablets of Abed Tob or
discover the age in which they were written, this done,
however, any one would infer that Jerusalem was at that
time a pronuneat city.  “The practical question then 15 not
3 regard to the facts but to the conclusions that they justity.

One thing will appear at once that if the facts are what
they are said to be then the conditions of the period
covered by the Pentateuch are approxumately the same as
are pre-supposed in the narmative of the Pentateuch. If
one takes the conditions mmplied in the Bible narrative
between the call of Abraham and the Exodus and com-
pares these with the conditions reveated by the monuments
of that period he will find that the two sets of conditions
are ecssentially the same.  From the narrative in the
Pentateuch we learn that such cities as these flourished
in Abraham’s day : Ur of the Chaldees, Haran, Jerusalem,
Hebron and Beersheba, that these were the following states .
Ellam, Shinar, Ellasar, Canaan, Fgypt, and that of the
Hittites, that there was easy communication between
Babylonia and Palestine, and between Palestine and Egypt,
that caravans and armies made frequent passage between
these different countries, that a comparatively high material
civilization had been attained which also . produced a
hterature of no mean extent, that idolatry and polytheism
prevailed in Babylonia, and that human sacrifices were
frequeatly offered in Palestine.  In the monuments there is
found abundant evidence of all these conditions.  Jerusalem
we learn was a capite! of considerable prominence, Haran
was a sort of distributing centre between the West and
East, Hebron was the home of some confederate tribus,
Beersheba was a religious centre of some repute. ‘The
Hitttes were a nughty people extending their influence
towards the coofines of bgypt and able to wage cqual
war against that Jand; Lllam, Shinar, Ellasar are well
known names in the Babyloman Iiterature of that day.
Babyloma had developed to a lngh matenal civihzation,
Egypt was advancing rapidly 10 the same direction, and
Canaan was following some distance in the rear ; the art
of wnting was as universal as mn Lurope dunng the middie
ages and large hbranes wae found in many a centre.
1dolatry and polytheism with an claborate sacnificial system
flounshed n Babyloma and human sacnfices were offered
throughout the East. In short the same conditions as

ose found in the Scripture narrative.

A similar harmony s found between the conditions pre-
supposed the Ihible account of the lixodus and those
revealed by the monuments of that peniod.  The monu-
ments show that there was then a Shemetic population in
the Delta, that they were oppressed by the lgypuans, that
bands of them frequently broke away nto Asm, that
famines were not unknown m those carly days, that there
was a district in the Delta, named Goshen specially adapted
to pasturage, and citics named Pithom, Ramases, and
Succoth, that there was a fortress on the way to the land of
the Philistines, that there was a land tenure o Egypt
similar to that introduced by Joseph, that there were stroug
tnibes in the lands between Tgypt and Palesting, that the
Canaanites were then in the reduced condition that made
their conquest comparatively casy, that there was then a
preace between Lgypt aud the nation of the Last and

North that made 1t possible for Israel to take root m the
subdued land,  All this was much more brought to light by
the monuments 1s pre-supposed 1 the story of the Exodus.
Thus the monuments show the closest harmony batween
the conditions implied 1 the Bible narrative between Abra-
ham and the Exodus and the actual conditions of the time.

Ttus we take 1t goes far to establish the authenticity of
the record. The whole narrative fits so perfectly mto the
actual conditions that its story must have grown out of
these conditions.  I'he author 1s so true to hfe i porteay-
ing the back ground that we must think of hum as true to
life also m the wmeaidents that he depicts.  ‘T'hat part of the
record 15 seen to bie historic which 1s covered by the monu-
ments, this makes it ighly probable that the remauung
part also 1s. It 1s true that af there were discovered a
rccord parallel to the narrative of Scripture the evidence
would be much stronger even than 1t 13, if for instance
there were discovered a Babvloman cylinder describing
Abrabaw's sojourn 1 Palest:ue or Jacob’s visit to Padan-
aram,  Without such detailed conformation, howe. .., the
evidence as has been stated is strong indeed.

Some have objected that without the actual discovery
of such parallel records the monuments can do httle to
authenticate the Scripture record.  Sucht an objection 15
unreasonable. It forgets that to estabhish the authenticity
of the condiions as the monuments do .s to establish
largely the authienticity of the entire narrative that finds ats
setuing in these conditons.  We could hardly concetve an
Oriental author in wrniting a fictitious story going to the vast
trour ‘e Of securing the actual conditions even f he were
able to do so. Western authors of fictior. generally try to
secure the actual conditions a+  ometimes meet with
considerable success i their ef.orts, but the historic instinct
was not sufficiently strong in the Oriental to impel him to
such a task or to give lnm success if the effort was wmade.
The fact, thercfore that the conditions geographical, social,
cducational, political and religions implied 1n the narrative
of the Pentateuch were the actval conditions of the time
must be regarded as virtually establishing the essential
authenticity of the narrative.

Nor isit to be forgotten that the Radical critics have
regarded the history contained in the Pentateuch as
fictitious largely because it has been thought that the pre
supposed conditions were not nor could be the actual.
For instance they held at one ume that the art of writing
was not known in the days ot Moses and consequently that
the Pentateuch could not have been written in lus time
they hold at the present that the Pentateuch pre-supposes
a higher civilization than that which existed in those early
times and that consequently it must have been the product
of a later age that hived to read back the conditions of the
present unto the remote past.  When, therefore, the monu-
ments showed that the implied conditions of the Scripture
narrative were the actual objections of the Radical critics
are met, and so, as far as they are concerned, at any rate
the authenticity of the narrative is established.  or
instance the Radical critic would say: The story of
Abrabam must be fictitious because the conditions that are
implicd belonged to a much later period, to thus the
Arch.vologist might answer, the monuments show that the
implied conditions were, as a matter of fact, the actual, and
that cunsequently as far as you are concerned the authen-
ticity of the story is cstablished. With perfect safety,
therefore, one can say that the momuments establish the
authenticity of the Pentateuch narratwve, at least, to the
extent of meeting objections that Radical cnitics have
raised against it.

In regard to the story of the Creation and of the IFall
and of the Flood all that the monuni:nts show s that
there enisted a very early tradition an regard to these great
cevents.  This fact, hawever, has as much to do with the
authorship of the Pentateuch as with its authenticity,  The
only evidence that it affords of its authenticity is that
afforded by a very carly and almoest unmiversal tradition,
which however is in itsell evidence not to he despised.

Concluded next week.

When Saladin logked at the sword of Kichard Carur
de Lion, he wondered that a blade so ordinary should have
wrought such mghty deeds. The Eoghsh king bared tns
arm and said, * It was not the sword that did these things,
it was the arm of Richard.”  We should be instruments
toat the Lord can use,and when He has used us, the
glory should all be His.—Christian Endecaver Horld
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MISS FRANCES E. WILLARD DEAD.

At a late hour on the evening of February 18th, the
following de<patch was receive! from New York :
* Miss Frances £ Willard, President of the Women's
Christian Temperance Union, died here to-night from
pneumoma,”  The following morning the daily papers
throughont the tength and breadth of the land and in
distant continents heralded the sad news that the
W.C.T.U. had lost one of its strongest, most consistent
and self-denying members. Miss Willard was most
intimately known in Toronto from her connection with
the World's Convention held here in October last.  She
was ’resident of the World's orgamzation and directed
the business of the Union with a tact and ability rarely
to be found even
among men of experi.
ence,

Miss Willard was
horn September 2nth,
153, at Churchwille,
near [kochester. N.Y ,
and was the daughier
of the Hon. Josiah F.
and Mary Thompson
Hall Willard. She was
a graduate of the
North-\Western  Uni-
ver«ity, Chicago, and
took the degree of
A.M. from Syracuee
University.  In 1N
she was professor ot
natural seience at the
North-West  Female
College, Evanston, 10 ;
1506 67 she was pre-
captress  (enesee 1
the Wesleyan Seonn-
ary, Lmma, N.Y ;

1574, Correspondings
Secretary of the
National  Women's

Chrisuan Temperance
Uaton ; 1877, was as.
soctated with D. L.
Moody in revival work
1 BBoston; 157N, Prest
dent of the \Women's
Cnon-van Temperance
Unien of Hhinois, and
I« 4uor of the  mcago
Iy Post s 187y
Presudent  of  he
N.uonal Women s
Untstian Femperance
Uason, the largest so-
aety ever orgamized,

The Presbyterian Review

which we feel sure will be appreciated by the readers of
Tun Review,

DEATH AND LIFE.

A Christian in this world is but gold in the ore; at
death the pure gold is melted out and separated, and
the dross cast away and consumed.— Flavel.

THE BLESSEDNESS OF TEARS.
BY MRS, M. AL HOLT,

There is a blessedness in tears. They are the flood-
gates of the deep fountain which threatens to overflow
the soul. They often keep the hecart from breaking

and the eyes from blindness. They purify the soul and
wash away the stain.

They lift up and exalt the
weeper,

There is a sacred.
ness in tears, for weep-
ing is often worship.
We weep when we
meet the Master “face
to face.” Exclama-
tions of joy are out of
order then, and tears,
silent tears, express
what words cannot.
Even when the joy-
bells are singing in the
soul they are more ex-
pressive than shout or
smile.  Jesus wept,
and surely we may
weep also. The angels
in heaven weep and so
we know that there 1s
a blessedness in tears,

Tears make huinan-
ity human, or rather
the cause which in.
spires them, Was
there no cause for
weeping human hearts
would be as cold asan
iceberg and as hard
asthe ocean rocks. So
the loving Father
sends sorrow, deep
dark sorrow to the
world. He keeps the
death angel busy in
touching sweet bright
faces that become
strangely still and
whiteas his hand rests
upon them. Oh, how
thickly the hot tears
fall upon the beloved
dead face ! Hesends

conducted, and con-
trolled exdlusively by
women. She made
the tour of the South-
ern Statesin 1883, and
founded, and every-
where introdaced, the
Waonmen's Chnstian Temperance Union.  She travelled
thirty thoucand miles that year in the United States,
visiing every state and 1ernitory, accompanmed by her
pinate secretary. Miss Wijlard gave to the Natonal
Women’s Chnstian Temperance ['nion its motto :—
** For Gad and Home and Native Land,” and classified
1its forty departments of work undar the hieads of pre-
ventive, cducational, evangehstic, soual, legil and
orgamzine,  In 1383 she helped to establish the P'ro-
hatnuon of antoawating dunhs)y party. In 1 -+, Miss
Wanatd was ected Peesnlent of the \Women s Council
ot the U atted States, foracd fruti confederated societies
of women, ana i the san.e year she was elected to the
Genetal Coulerence of the Methodist Epis pduan
Caurch, and an o+~ <he waselected to the ¢ uaicau al
Conference of the same Cluarch,

We pubbsh haiewith a plate representing the last
gruap tah 1 ~f the othicers o the Worli's W.C.T.U.,

Aynes E. Slack, Seo'y.

Anna A. Gerdon, Ass's Sec y.

GENERAL OFFICERS OF THE WORLDS W.C.T.U.

IFrances .

the wild storms of
alflictions in a thou.
sand different ways to
human beings, that
they may weep and
be lifted up to Him-
self.

It is also necessary that the whole world shall weep
at times. So the rain descends, the waters burst from
their barriers and some fair city is swept away. The
cyclone sweeps through the air, disease and famine
touch some portions of the earth, and then the great
world weeps, and the heart of humanity is moved by
tender sympathy that springs quickly into being. The
ships go down at sea, tyranny and cruelty oppress
some helpless people away in the distance, and then
the world’s gold is poured out at the shrine of suffer-
ing. Oh, how strangely sympathetic and Luman the
soul of humanity becomes when it weeps at the sorrow
of others struggling in the depth of aflliction !

* Weeping may endure for the night but joy cometh
in the morning I Oh, how sweet the joy, how deep
the peace and how great the happiness that follows
the might of mourning. Truly * Blessed are they that
weep, for they shall be comforted "— Preshyterian_fournal,

L.ady Henry Somerset, Vico.Pres.
Willard, Pres.
Mary E. S8anderson, Treas.
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MINISTERIAL SETTLEMENT AND TENURE.
IMPORTANT DISCUSSION BEFORE THE TCRONTO PRESBYTER-
1AL CONFERENCE.

The utility of what has become known as the Presbyter-
ial Conference has been often proved by the helpful discus-
sions which have been freely participated in at these meet-
ings. This week the topics before the T'oronto Conference
were of more than usual interest, two of them dealing with
the system of ‘‘calling ' ministers to vacancies and the
other with the length of the term. of service. “T'hat improve-
ments will come in the methods now prevailing as to filling
vacancics may be taken for granted ; but that the well-tried
ad vitam, ad culparm, rule of tenure will be invaded and
upset for an itinerancy is an unlikely thing to happen in so
sane a church as the Presbyterian Church in Canada. But
withou discussing the merits of the case at present, we

place before the reader a summary of the remarks made by
the several speakers at the Conference.

Rev. ]. A Grant, who has given much attention to
the ** probationer ™ question, and Rev. J. A. Brown, M.
A, introduced the subject referred to in two able papers,
in which it was shown that the present system does not
give satisfaction. We desire for evangelistic services,
as an auxiliaty, or as a relief from the stated secvices of
the church, was touched upon also and it was pointed
out that the yielding to this desire has resulted
disastrously to some congregations, causing discord
and disruption.

Rev. J. A. Brown held that ministers should not touch
the Church finances, and should not when settled in a
pastorate apply for a new onc after a short term. Rev. J.
A. Grant said that ministers, congregations, and Presby-
teries were cqually to blame for the restlessness spoken of.
The twn former were too cager to change, and the latter too
lenient in giving their assent. A real evil was probed by
Rev. W. G, Wallace, who said students were not sufficiently
impressed with their responsibility. They should under-
stand that they must work and teach as well as preach.
“ Many ministers come to the end of their tether after two
years. They have no more ideas, Thus both they and
the congregation want a change,” he declared.

This sentiment was followed up by Rev. Principal
Caven's statement to the effect that students were some-
times settled in charges before they were sufficiently
prepared by thoroughly wide reading and proper knowl-
edge. Thus they were without adequate resources.
This cvil was intensified by the course of the Home
Missions in regard to the North-West, who encouraged
students to undertake mission work during their theo-
logical course, thus depriving them of their opportunities
for study and mental equipment.

As to the restlessness, they must remember that they
were in a new era, one of movement and strong impulse,
A man w-.- foolish not to recognize this, and to decry
the age in which he lived. Regarding evangelism, the
reverend speaker declared that ministers should never
hand their congregations over to evangelists, It was a
great mistake. All pastors should have the zeal of the
evangelist, but it should be allicd with knowledge.
“* Avoid the peripatetic evangelist,” said Principal
Caven, in conclusion. * He has no place in a settled
congregation, his work is not in a settled district.”

In the same strain spoke Rev. Dr. Parsons, who
spoke with no uncertain sound as to the present condition
of things; and Rev. Dr. Gray who described some
evangelists to a fire passiny through a bush * raising a
momentary conflagration and leaving nothing but
charred embers behind.”

A committee composed of Rev. Dr. Parsons, Revs.
Mecssrs, Wallace, Frizzell, Turnbull, Grant and Brown
was appointed to formulate a plan which will be dealt
with by the Presbytery. The plan, it is understood,
suggests that all calls and applications be referred to a
committee composed of the Muderator of the Presbytery
and three confreres, who will pass favorably or adversely
upon the cases before them. The length of a pastor's
term, it is suggested, should be limited to a period of
say five years, which would mean that the Presbyterian
Church would be following the lines laid down by the
Methodist Church, It also means that ministers may
no longer look upon a congregation as their’s for life.
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LOOKS INTO BOOKS.

Piknrre Avp mix Prorne” By Giltert Parker,
Clark (‘o,, Limited. Vrice 21.25.

Our readers will remember that we announcod somoe wooks ago
that tho enterprising firm of Copp Clark Co., were about, issuing at
intervals of a fow woeks, tha worke of (ulbert Parker. Of this
serics, ** Piorro and his Pcople " forms tho sccond volume.  As this
work deals with our own country in the far North and the ecarly
history of the Hudson Bay Co., it should meot with a ready sale
amang our readers.

Tovonto, Copp,

Vanous IFrauuents, By Horbert Spencer. Price 81.25. New
York, I). Appleton & Co.

This work contsins some eighteen magazine and roview articles
written by Herbert Spencer from time to time. In his brief prefaco
ho explains that some of them may bo worthy of more permavent
preservation than in their original Magazino form, and that in order
to comploto the volume he has added somo which iu his judgment
are of lesser valuc, Certainly the rising gencrativn of buuk roadors
must thank Mr. Spancer for the publication of ** Various Fragments’
as of course the Magazines and Reviews of the lifty's aro almost
ancient history to the present genoration. [t 18 unnecessary to
comment upon the excellence and variety of the collection but merely
to state in conclusion that lovers of Herbert Sponcer's writings wall
have great pleasure and profit in perusng this book,

Korka aNp 11k NEtaunors.” A Narrative of Travel with an acconnt
of the Recent Vicissitudes and Present [osition of the
Country. Isabella Bird Bishop, F.R.(G.S.  With a V'reface by
Sic Walter C. Hillier, K.C.M.G. \With Illustrations from
Photographs by the Author, and Maps, Appendixes and ladex.
Price $2.00. Fleming H. Rovell Co. Toronto, New York and
Chicago.

Mra. Bishop noeds no introduction to our readers. Her books
upon Japan, Persia, the Hawaiian lslands and the Rocky Mountains
are known and rcad throughout the continent, Mrs, Bishop is an
indofatigable explorer. Foew men have penetrated so far iuto
unexplored portions of many semi civilized countrics. Her Korean
experiences were (uite out of the ordinary, and they aro related in
the pleasantly familiar way which has given her former works so
wide a reading. In her prefacto y notes she says that her four
visits to Korea between January, 18', and March, 1807, wero for
tho purposes of studying the leading characteristics of the
Mongolian races. During these visits, however, she becamo deeply
interested in Korea and this volume gives tho results of prolonged
and careful obscrvation. Iu her introductory chapter she apeaks of
the general lack of information in regard to the geographical
position and general makeup of this important country. She has
not spared toil or hardship in her journeys into the interior of Korea
in order to obtain the information which is presented in so asimplo
and attractive a form in this volume. Fortune favored her in the
timo of her visits, for some of the most unportant events in Korean
history have taken place during the years when Mre Bishop was in
the Hermit Nation. The book gives full descriptions of the cuuntry
and its inhabitants, their characteristics, customs, government and
relations to other nations. It details the revelutionary period and
the sssaasination of the QYueen, the social position of woman educa-
tion, and foreign trade and gives vivid pictures of Seoul, the Kurean
Mecca and Bong-do, tho royal city. Mrs. Bishop has furnished a
varicty of photographic views of places and habus of living which
illustrate the book, and carefully drawn maps shiow the topography
of the country and the routes over which she travelled. To the
general reader tho book can be commended as a timely and interest-
ing book of travel, and tu the Christian student the abscrvations
and conclusions respecting missionary work will have more than a
passing intereat.

The Expository Times for February opens with ita regalar brief
and sorappy chat as t0 some of the moro promisent booke and
discnesions of the month and as to eome books that are not yet
published We suppose we can hardly blame the editor, Dr.
Hastings, tor telling us 80 much about hie new Bible D.otionary
that ig aboat 0 appear, but wo shall have to wait ontil somo one
elgo sees it before wo know what it is really worth. The problem
of the ** Logia of Jcsas ~ still receives & gocd deal of attention and
also De. Mcetuffors's book on **The History of Christianiiy in
the Apostolic Age. An articlo by Dr. Van Maven, of Leiden,
shows that tho Dutch schoo! of criticism is dotermined to ootdo
the Tubingon school in its radical treatment of tho New Testament.
Baar and bhis saccesaors loft ua as least the fonr great Pauline
Epistles a8 genuine. These writars wounld sweep away tho whole
collection. They are not likely to meet with greater snccoss than
their predeceseore. T. & T. Clatk. PriceGl.
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MISSION FIELD.

CONSECRATION.

What is Thy will, my Father™
How can I servo ‘Tiee best

Whea now, athwart  y pathway,
The deep ming sha 8 rest®

Just where Thou wilt, Lord, lead mo ;
Thy voice I will obey .

At evory step I need Theo,
To gurtde mo 1n Thy way.

Just os Thou wilt, Lord, usa o .
Jmmerge my wall in Thino,

Nivaelf, my life, in, highest powors,
1 yfully resign.

All hfo’s bright hours; each conquest
‘Tho duty of to.day ;

Lach effort —true and carnest—
At desus’ feec I lay

ANNETTE AnaNpa DAVIDSON,

FIRST CHRISTMAS IN SKAGUAY.

Chrietmas wae ushored 1p, not by tho pealing of bells but by
bang, bung of the gune. At 12 o'clock on Christmas eve some one
fired & shot, ithin a fow minates it seemed 8 il every gua in
the city had shouted forth its defiance to tho Angel's song *¢ Peace
on carth.” The noise wus soon over, and soon after cawe floatiog
on {he midpight air music. Strong, sweet musio, in an unknown
toogue, and thoss who heard, listonod in wonder. Thoughts
wandered back again to that grand anthem that the angels sapg
eighteon hundred years ago to the shephords n9 thoy watched their
sheop on tho far off ficlds of Bothlshem, Then tho musio took
shapo in tho joyous hymn, ** Joy to the world.” Tho myetery of
the masio was solved next day. 14 was the native Christians oarry-
ing out tho good cnetom that their beloved missionary, Rev. Mr.,
Duoocan, of Motakahtia, had taught them, singing their Christmas
carol at the Church. Al honor to that great mnan, forty years ago
ho throw off tho trammels of the Charch, thet diotated a narrow
polioy ; bhe cut himself adrifs from the governmont, and with &
band of semi-civilized Indians, weat away to found a new home.
Ho has through all theao ycare been their guide, philosopher and
friend. And surely the godly lives and bright oxample of the
dozed Indians hero proolaim that his life hus not been in vaia.

Christtuas dawned bright and clear for this country, for it must
be remembered that wo sce littlo of tho glurious sup, though we
have muoro or less of hia light for about six hours daily. Tho day
wan oxceedingly mild and pleasans in overy way. I'he people of
Bkuguay did not forget the turkey and plum.pudding. The writer
bad soveral invitations bnt was unable to accept them all. 'T'he
U nited Siates Marshal was tho man to whoso lot it fell to satisly
his Aluskan appetite. No better dinner coald uny masn desire, no
pleasunter company oould eit around a Christmas table. The
Marshal is a splendid speciman of & man—a Canadian by birth—
over six feot high. 1le has many hard datics to perlorm, being
the only law oflicor 10 a town of over 2000 inbabitants. fle is
alwaye tho same--yqmeot, kindly, philosophto. But often in looking
at him and his genial wife, one 18 forced to think thoy have
somo thoughta thoy sharo not with others. Once only was tho veil
lifted and we got a glimpso of their sorrow. I'bo Marshal showed
ue his \mas gift which be valued above everythiag ho had ever
reoved, and yet ho wished ho bad nos gotat. 1t was a tastofally
mudo hair chain, bound with gold. Ase he beld 18 up his greas
hand trembled and his kindly eyo was moiet. All bosaid was,
*Itis our little girl's hair—sho lefs us whon sho was four yoars
old.*

The great ovent of the day as {ar as the Christians were con-
corned wag the Christmas tree. For woeks past tho children had
been under tho carefal trainiog of Mra. Strong, a lady of rare tact
und greet ekill in the management of children. The ladies with
tho assistance of a foew gontlemon deoorated the Church and treoin
a tastefol and creditablo manner. The Star of Bethichem bhung
abovo the platform. Underneath it a great seroll vwenty-two feet
long was unralied bearing tho words ** Glory to God in the High:
ost, * and uoderneath it a neat banner with ** the King has come.”
Thero wero a number of motienronnd thoe walls, Tho wholo church
was festooned with evergreens. Tho tree was the groat centre of
interest, It was n graceful, drooping fir-tree, hung with pop coro,
candloe, cornicopias, ctc, and on it was & present for overy child
1n Nkagoay, now about fifty in unmber. Among the presenta weoro
two Klondyke dells dreesed in fur teom head to heel, one for the
pastor and one for thoe contractor of the church, Mr., C. Broomfield.
The pastor was alao the recapient of a purse from the Ladies Axd
Nociety,and throe ladics presented a handsome chairandtableforthe
platlorm  The charch was tillod to overtlowing—not balt of thoso
prosens ovnld find scate, though additional seats had been scoured.

Many wero turnod away nneble to got in at all. The verdiot of all
who had the good fortano to enjoy ¢2is firat Xmae treo in Skagusy
ia that it wasa great success. It wae a strong resietiug foroo o
tho attractions of evil on overy side. For lLoro as olsowhero, the
devil'a agonts try 1o prostituto onr great Nmas fostival and make
it day of debauchery. Ono saloon evon went 80 far a8 to givoa
froo tarkoy dinner to overy one who camo.
R, M. Diengs,

HOW MANY CHRISTIANS IN CHINA?
BY LILE REV, & Al SHLSDY,

Various eslimatos aro given of the number of Christians in
China ; bat thoro scorg to have been no careful compilation of
statistios since tho publication of tho * China Mission Handbook,”
in whioh etatietics woro gathored for the year 1893. In the table
publishied in that work wo find that the numbor of communicants
reported wero 55,093, and tho number of ¢ inquirers " wore 12,495,
‘These * inquirers " aro generally understood 0 be man and women
who bave applied for baptiem, but who are neither baptized nor
admitted into fu}l communion until they have stood tho test of &
probation Iasting from six months {0 a year and a half, and have
been instructed in such a way thas they can intelligontly receive
tho Sacraments and give a reason for the hope that is in them.
Thoy aro sometimes tormed * probationers,” snd sometimes
“applivante for baptism.’ Mapy societies do not report this
class, and 12,195 is far bolow the trne numiar. Addiog this
number to the 55,093, we would have 67,588 professing Chrieticns
reported for the year 1593, whkose names were enrolled by the
varion3 Protostans missions oither as full mombers or as oandi-
dates for admission.

In the year 1890 statistica were carefally prepared for the
rocords of tho Miasionary Cinference at Shanghai. The number
of communisants reported (for 188Y) was 37,287. This gives an
increaso of 17,806, or more than 47§ per cent. for tho four years

ending 1893. If the inorease for tho nrxt four years was at the
sameo rate we woald have 81,262 commuaioants at the oloso of S}.)e
yoar 1897. As the moet encouraging reports have been coming in
we may feel confident that the rato of inorease has been oven
greater thau in the previous four years, and the estimate of 80,000
commaunicant membera and 20,000 applicants for baptism, or
100,000 professed belic vers enrolled upon the books of the varions
Protestants miseions of Chins, would be in all probability below
tho true number,

The inoreass of the thisteen years which intervened botweon
the conforences ot 1877 and 1890 (or, more ocorrectly, between the
yoars of 1576 and 1889), was moro than 175 per cent.

Tho following fixures are given to show the rate of inorease
pince 1807, when Robart Morrison bogan his work at Canton, as
tho firat Protestant missionary to China : Communicants.

In 1807.... Ceee s e 0
R 2 - 6

“1897.. ...... . 80,6400
Theee 80,000 commuoicants will bs found scattered thronghout
all the provioces of China, and in Formoss, which, altho belonging
nox te  1pan, may be reskoned as a part of the China mission
field. Supplying tho lack of up-to-date roporta by estimates based
upon a carcful stndy of the field, I have arzauged the following

tablo to show their distribution . Communicants
Chehkiang...... .. . 9000
OChili.coivieres tiieviine vivenine o 7.900
Fabkico...... Ceete s wesessessnssiann 17,000
Haipan Id.......ccciee oaen 80
Hopsn......... o eee e . 300
Huoan.. .... . . ....... . R 100
Haopeb. . .... ... 3,500
Kapsaoh. ... .. .. ... feen e s 150
Kiangsi  «ovoivneen oenanln v eeee 1000
Kiangeu...... ...oevveee i o ... 3,000
Kwaugei...... Lo 20
NKwangtong.... ..... ....... 12,700
Kweichan., .. ...  ..... L e 80
Manchuria.... . eestrris aereseeens 7,200
N ) o .. G600
Shansi.. . . ... 1,500
Shantung...... ... - .. . 12,000
Shensi.. . .. .. .. 530
Nzochuen...... . ch e .. 660
Yanoan......... aeen 60
Formosa.. ..o ceni.. o a.n 3,500

TotAleer ivir tenvaes oo eeeerees 80,000

Moat of tho atatistics which wo ece pablished in America are
at lesst a year old befoto they avo given to tho pubiio, and nearly
evory hist 18 incomplote, important missionary orpanizations, with
hundreds of communicants, beivg left ont entitey. Yresont indi-
cations load ua 4o believo that a fall report for 1900 will give 100.-
000 in foll comwanion, connected with the Protestant Church in
Chioa.—Independent.
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UNDER THE EVENING LAMP.

FROM SHADOW TO SUNSHINE.

1 learo as tho years roll onward
And leave the paet behind,
That much 1 havo connted sorzow
But proves that our God is kind;
That many a tlower I long for
Had a hidden thorn of pain,
And many a rogged bypath
Led to fiolds of ripenoed grain.

The oloude bat cover tho sunshine,
They oannot banish the enn ;

And tho earth shines out the brighter
\Vheo tho weary rain is done;

We must stand in tho decpest shadow
To sco the oclearest light,

Aund often from wrong's own derkoess
(*omes the very strength of right.

The sweetest rest is 1t oven,
After a wearisomo day.
Whoa the heavy burden of labor
Haw beon borne from our hearts’ away,
Aod those who have nover known sorrow
Capuot find the infinite peave
That falla on tho tronbled spiris,
\When it sees, at last, rolease.

We must live through the weary wiater
1 we would valao tho epring ;

Aud the woods must be cold and silont
Bofore the robins sing,

The flowers muet be buried in darkness
Before thoy conld bud and bloom ;

And the swestest and warmess sunshine
Comes after the storm and gloom.

Bo tho heart from tho hardest trial
Qaine tho parest joy of all,

And from lips that have tasted sadness
The aweetest songe will fsll,

For a9 peacs comes aftor suffering,
And love i reward of pain,

So after carth heaven—
Aud out of our loss the gain.

———

THE ATMOSPHERE OF THE HOME.

“ [ can always tell,” said a man of wide experience
of the world, ** what has been the home training of the
man or woman | meet on the train, or in the street, in
business, or in social life. The subtle air we call good-
breeding is not to be attained by education or travel ;
it comes from breathing the atmosphere of a refined
home.” The unfailing courtesy to others without
regard to condition in life, the tact which turas discordant
social notes into harmony, the ability to see things in
their true proportion, the self-poise which enables one to
preserve his own rights from encroachment, while
scrupulously observing those of others, all this is a
matter of years of living in a home where constant and
delicate consideration is shown for the feeling of others,
and the ideas of personal honour are those worthy of
the Court of the King., In such a household rude
criticism is unknown , the sacredness of possession is
recognised as an alienable right, no more to be assailed
in the property of the child than in that of the State,
while no unkind hand tears ruthlessly away the veil of
privacy from outer or inner life.

I know children so happily nurtured, that never inall
the years of their childhood have they heard a sharp
reproof, or injudicious criticism; and the result isa
gracious self-possession, a sweetness of temperament,
which all the world's bitterness cannot sour. The heart
that is never wounded in the house of its friends wears
an invulnerable armour in the company of its enemies,
untouched by the poisonous arrows of contempt or
distrust. Far otherwise is it with the child whosec every
action has been under surveillance, whose daily food
has been seasoned with fault-finding words. [ recall
one little soul whose shrinking manner and beseeching
eyes seemed to crave sympathy, and whose every mouth-
ful was swallowed in fear and trembling of sarcastic
comment, or stern reproof on manners or morals, from
his over anxious parents, Orc day an honoured guest
was at the table, and in the <harm of his conversation
the shortcomings of the smail member of the household
possed unoticed. At the close of the meal he folded his
httle hands and exclaimed with pachetic content, **It's
been such a pleasant dinner!” Alas] that ‘ pleasant
dinners '’ were not of more [requent occurrence in that
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family. A :cenmsitive child is forced into life-long
invalidism of characier by such subjection, while one ol
spirit, obliged to yield his rights to superior force, will
either be driven to deceit or into open rebellion. A
plant may be set in good ground. well tended and
watered, but if the air around it be filled with poisonous
grases it cannot thrive ; unless, like the flowers in
Hawthorne's tale, it adapts itself to its unhealthly con-
dirtions, to become inits turn a meaance to wholesome
life.

Children are hurt by jar, and fret far more than older
persons dream of. If a nervous, irritable teacher makes
a restless, unruly set of pupils, as practical educators
assure us, then the character of the house-mother and
the house-father must determine the dominant spirit of
the home, whether it be the above of peace, or the
dwelling-place of the lords of misrule and discoatent,

One of the greatest philanthropists and writers of
England tells us that the main blessing of his childhood
was the quite priceless gift of a peaceful home. Peace
not ¢f outward conditions, for crowded London was his
birthplace, but peace of the inner life. ‘I never had
heard my father’s or my mother’s veice once raised in
any question with each other,” he writes ; *‘ nor seen an
angry, or even slightly hurt or offended glance in the
eyes of either. 1 had never heard a servant scolded ;
nor even suddenly, passionately, or in any severe manner,
blamed.” Those who know something of the smooth-
ness with which the domestic machinery moves in an
Christian home, will credit his next assertion, * I had
never seen a moment’s trouble or disorder in any house-
hold matter; nor anything whatever either done in a
hurry, or undone in due time.” Perhaps the love of
order, and the exceeding patience with which he prase.
cuted his own life work, was a gift not of nature, but of
environment. Such houscholds are not uncommon, but
the whirl ot city life with its engrossing duties and
pleasures has a tendency to rufile the pinions of the
angel of Peace, and make her more nearly resemble the
wind swept plumage of the winged Victory of Samo-
thrace,

In childhood's days I heard a song which still

 lingers in my memory ; —

* Thero 18 beauty all around,
When there's love at home ;

Thero is joy in every sonud,
When thero's love at home."

And love it is, atter all, which is the main requisite
of the atmosphere of the ideal home. I recall one house-
hold in which 1 have been a frequent guest. From the
moment you entered the door, until your reluctant leave-
taking, you felt its sweet restfulness. It seemed always
sunshine and fair weather there, for it was one of the
homes where Christ abode, not merely sojourned
occasionally. It could not help but be the house
Beautiful, and the D)electable Mountains of the promised
land seemed always in view.

Of all the famous pictures which Ruskin has made
us see, none has so impressed me as the one of the family
of Paul Veronese, in the Dresden Gallery. 7The painter
wished to represent his dear ones as happy and honoured.
* The best happiness and highest honour he can imagine
for them, is that they should be presented * to Christ and
His Mother.” The father stands a little apart in prayer,
The mother well in front, ksneeiing, but looking up
steadfastly, not afraid to meet the gaze of the loly
Family, for she has brought up her children in the fear of
the Lord. The two elder children are a little in front
of her, in attitudes of rapt devotion. One of the younger
children, somewhat frightened, has run t»n its mother,
and she has thrown ner right arm about and over him,
with exquisite instinctive action, as one whom his
mother comforteth. The other children are shy, or
interested in their play, the youngest of all playing with
his dog. The composition of t. s picture is highly
characteristic of Venetian sacred art, when Venice was
at her best in both art and religion. In it, as in others
by the contemporaries of Paul Veronese, we find that,
**The madonnas arc no more seated apart on their
thrones, the saints no more breathe celestial air.  ‘They
are on our own plain ground—nay, here in our houses
with us. All kind of worldly business going on in their
presence, fearlessly; our own friends and respected
acquaintances, with all their moral faults, and in their
mortal flesh, looking at them face to face unalarmed;
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nay, our dearest children playing with their pet dogs at
Christ's very feet.

I once thought this irreverent. llow foolishly ! As
if children whom He loved could play anywhere else:
What the Venctian sought to portray in his pictures
of the true relation, the true harmony, between things
celestial and things terrestial, we are just now beginning
to realise. For a long time the idea of the other Italian
school of art was ours also, and we kept our religious
feelings and aspirations in a specially rarified and glori-
fied atmosphere, apart from our daly life, with its
commonplace duties and material needs. Ideas and
feelings, so divarced, had a way of etherialising into
vagueness and fading away altogether. We are wiser
now, and cry,

All good things
Are ours, nor goul helps lesh more, now, than lh;uh helps soul.

Each age brings its portion of truth wrested from
experience, to the cairn of the past, and ours is this ;—
The true food of the celestial is the right ordering of the
matenal life, for since ** God dwells in all, from life's
minute beginnings up at last to man,” we can cast far
behind us the asceticism of the mediaeval Christian ;
and if we have lost the enjoyment in life of the Greek,
we have entered into something far better, the liberty
in Christ which makes us free indeed, and our homesas
happy aad jayful as that one in Bethany whither the
Master loved to go.~-** Christian Commonwealth.”

THE HOME CIRCLE.

THE UP-TO-DATE WOMAN.

Hero liea a poor waman who aliwaya vas busy :

Sho hived under pressure that rendered her dizsy.

ane belunged te ten Jdabs, and rezd Browning Ly sight,
“howcd at luncheens and teas, and would vote if she might.
She «werved on a schocl board with courage and zeal ;

Sho golfed, and she kadaked, aud rodo on a wheel ;

tho read 1olstor and lbsen, knew microbes by name,
Approved of Delsarte, wan a ** Daughter ” and * Dame,**
Her children went in for tho top ecducation,

Her husband went scaward for nervous prostration.

One lay on her tablets she found an hour free— .

Tho shocl. was too groat, and she dsed instantlee !
—Pailadelphia Record.

————

THE INTERRUPTED LESSON.

It was a sultry Sunday 1o July, oppressive with the
suggestien of conuny thunder.  All day Jong the sky had
been heavy and threatening, and the faint breeze which
had arisen heralded the near approach of the storm.
Inside the little ivy-covered schoolroom at Ellesnmiere
groups of hot, restless children fidgetted and yawned,
while tired-looking texchers tried in vain to captivate
their wandering attentica. Even the eyes of the third
class hoys were eagerly watching the clock, and the lads
were whiling away the time witk sly pinches and winks
to the fourth class who adjoined them. And when the
minister’s ywentle little wife failed to keep hir class
attentive, there was small chance of success for anyone
clse, for Mrs. Grey wits acknowledged to be the most
capable teacher on the books.

“Boys,” she pleaded, “listen to me amoment. 1 kaovw
this lesson sonnds uninteresting to you now.  Most of
you probably know very little of trouble yet.  You have
never longed for the sympathetic touch of the Lord, for
the consolation He only can give.  But one day you will
cach have to walk side by ~ide with sorrow, and learn
the lessons which she scts for you. In that hour you
will need His comfort--*

As she + ke a vividflash of lightening lit up the
room, followea by a crash of thunder. A sobbing cry of
“mamma,” a hurried patter o little feet, and Leslie Grey
had reachead the mother’s arms, and had hidden his face
on her shoulder.

*As one whom his mother comforieth,™ Mrs, Grey
<aid, soltly, ** My little boy has illustrated our lesson
for us.”

The—Rifles had had a stitt day’s work, and had
come off victoricus, but heavy-hearted.  Lattle knots of
men hung around the tent where tharr gallant young

colonel was lying mortally wounded, cagerly waiting
for some glimmer of hope from the doctor.

The doctor looked pityingly at the patient. ** Poor
fellow,"” he said, * he cannot last out the night. Sucha
pity. A plucky chap, and so young."

* Mother.”

The man who was watching by his bedside bent
down sadly.

“\Vhat is it, Colonel ?"

‘] want my motuer.”

¢ Shall I send her a message from you ?"

The blue eyes opened wearily. * Is that you, Ford ?"
he said. *I have made such a hopeless tangle of
my life, and I want her to come and talk to me, and
iell me how to start fair again Cant you tell me

‘ord ?"

The bronzed face beside him lost some of its hard
lines, and th eyes grew softer. ‘I haven't thought
much about things of that sort lately,"” he said, huskily.
1 knew once, though. I remember cne lesson. I can
never forget it—of our teacher telling us how God was
waiting to take our ‘tangled lives, and make them all
fair and square again."”

He paused for 2 moment, and a low “go on " came
from the wounded man.

* And how Jesus came to look after the people who
had gone wiong, and bring them back to the right way
again. Sometimes she told us how ready e was to
help when we were in trouble of any sort.”

Another pause, but the pleading glance started him
again,

¢* Once, Colonel, she talked about the future ; about
the days when sorrow or death would come near to us
and we should need someone to take care of us, and
comfort us. That day her lesson was cut short, for a
storm came, and her little boy got frightened, and slipped
away from his class, and ran into her arms. That
helped us to understand the lesson. We didn't know
much about sorrow or trouble, but when we saw the
little chap rush sobbing into his mother’s arme, we
thought of our own mothers, and how good it was to
have someone to tell when things went wrong,—-some-
vody who knew how to comfort afellow. :And then she
turned our thoughts up to God again, with the verse
she gave us to learn, ‘“ As one whom his mother com-
forteth, so will I comfort you.™

The Colonel shivered slightly. “ Ford, that was my
mother, and I was that frightened little lad.”

A long deep silence fell on the two men. Neglected,
hall-forgotten truths came crowding in upon them, and
conscience, long stifled, spoke again.

Presently there was a slight movement, and the white
lipsparted. * God,"” he murmured, faintly, ** my mother's
God, have mercy upon me, a sinner."”

Another silence, then he spoke again, ** Ford, tell
mother.”

Overhead the stars were shinning calmly, and the
carth lay still and peaceful. Inside the tent, two men
had passed into the peace of God, but the river of
death flowed between them.—S&. S. Chronical.

SUNSHINE.

The secret of a happy life is to have sunshine in the
heart.  If there is no sunshine in our lives, all will scem
datk to us wherever we go.  Some one has expressed this
in a fable :

*“ A cold fire-brand and a buming lamp started out one
day to sce what they could find. The fire-brand came
back and wrote in its journal that the whole world was
dark. It did not find a place, wherever 1t went, in which
there was light.  Everywhere there was darkness.  The
lamp came back and wrote in s journal: ¢ Wherever 1
went, it was light'  What was the difference?  The lamp
carricd sunshine with it and wherever it went it illumined
cvenyihing.  The dead fire brand had no “ight in i, hence
cverywhere it went everything was daik.  If we would be
happy oursclves, and make others happy, ¢ scatter sunshine.”

2 hutle girl was siting at the breakfast table 3 through
a creviee 1w the wall of the dining-room the sun was shining
on the tatle.  The little girl chanced to lift a spoonful of
rice lo Ler mouth, upon which the sun was shining, where-
upon zhe exelaimed 1 * O mamma, T swallowed a spronful
of sunstunc !° Our hives and homes would all be hnghter
1t we would swallow some sunshine occasionally.”
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OUR YOUNG PEOPLE.

TACT.
BV IIENRY BECRWITH, ML AL

Tho shortost worda tull tho most, ua the strongest blow is given
oa tho instant. \Whon men have long mused on a oortain class of
thinge, baviog & common throad of conneotion, thoy at last orystal:
liso thoir shoughts in a short word, which ocowmos liko tho sharp
renars of a firsarm. Sach a word is Tact.

Yot thoso short worde, those tcemiog monosyllables, aro the
hardesl to oxplatn, Tarn up any ordinary dictionary snd Teu
will flad that tho attempted explaaation is really a transforencs of
tho short word, which you fairly well unieratand, into a longer
one which you do not undoratand. You say at onos of such and
suoh a porsop, ‘* Ho has tact.” If I ask you what you mean,
probably tho answer is,  Ob, overy ono kaows what tact is.”
Aud then one osn go o farther. \What every one koows ie, 88 o
ralo, what nobady csn fully defive or describe. iivery one knows
%he sunlight, bat who can grasp its intaogible rays? Livory one
knows God, but who can by searching fiad 1lim ont?

For a yonog mab, tact is a thing worth thinkivg of carefally,
and not for merely sclfish onds alone. The noiay author of tho
baok called * Tact, Pash, and Principlo * has .nsinaated the
thooght that tact isa neodlal element of worldly sucoess. Bat I
havo always felt as if that were doobtfal; ono seca so many
successfal men in all linos who aro wantiog in tact. Tho * Pa3ah™
gancrall kills the ¢ Tact.” If yon are elbowing your way through
a crowd, yon must mako yoursel! disagrecablo. Tauct wonld keop

there, for tast would bid you respect your neighbouc's
ribs and tosp. For parely basiness eads, tact is perhaps less noces-
gary that tireless industry and fearless gclf-assertion. Bat lot us
pat tho selfish aim aside. Tact is & most reliable quality or
accompli-hment from & moral and social paint of view.

Tho youog man who respects tho decencies of lifo has tast. In
gatherings of mon ono se6a how goon the artificial polish scales off
A fashioaably dressed youth who is all graco and ooarlesy to tho
opposito sex, or on a spoocial occasicn, very often betrays coarse
ness and a sors of bratality among his fellows. Trustact leada us
to keep up a uailorm )andliness and a congiderato ooartesy at all
timez. For truo tact means being in touch with tho best elements
around yon, not giviog way tocarelesz or ciaras abindon, Lat being
alwaye maniy and high-mioded.

Bat, says some lively young reader, you are deacribisg s8>meo-
thing hike a prig—> solemo, tedious, atarchass! Not, somy young
fricnd ; the passession of tact excludes eitber starchinoas or todious-
neas. Romo of the brightest 1ads 1 havo kuowo, and tho most
popular, showed the bappy «quality o hard to define. Thoy wers
alzeays in touch with their company, yet nover did I hear them eay
& word which was not puro and good.

Tact, howsver; is more than talk. It nesties like some rolt,
bright eyod bird in & thousand corners of manner and conduct.
It is the gift, the geaco, o! doing tho right thiog at tuc right
moment, 80 that every ono foels casy and no effort is oxpericnced
in carryiog cn eocial movement. Thero is tact in a saile, in a
baod-clasp, in o offered chair. There iv often infivite tact in
parlest silence. A tactless youth maust always be talking. To bo
quiet when that is bess for cthers, to be active avd lively when
sour fricnds need to be roused : what a charm iwsuch & power in
the young!

It you bat koew it, wy yonthlal reader, you are never 8 hand:
some cr attractivo as whon you aro trying hoacstly to waks othera
fcol happy and at csso; and nover so uogainly, whatever bo your
nataral advantage, as wheo you stopidly and eclfishly overlook
your acighbsur's comfort and interests, and drive ahoad on your
Owa CONoeras.

Ob, tho ugily good-looking young mea one eces! What is the
cause of their repolsivencss? It iv tho want ol isct. It is the
absenco of kindly natolfish ways and high moral toze. And what
irregolar, even vnlavely, faces wo kaow which aro all-glorifiad by
this quality] Tact is a wonderlal cosmotic. It is as the Puslm.
ists oil which maketh even dall faoos to ahine.

Wero I dosirous to attompt short definition, I should say that
Tact is trath, becauso it canuot be put on or pretendoed; it mant
boa real part of oe, & Dativo product. It is tenderacss, because it
consists in realisipg tho position ol others, and adjustiog yoarsoll
to it. * Pat Yoursell in His Place,” was a title chosen by the
groat Charloa Roade, and it is tho motlo of a tactlal man. And
what shall wo say of tomper as an cloment of tast? Why this—
that it is tho very condition, the sim v jwa nen, A bad-tempered lad

ishopaless. Ilc cannst possibly sucoced in producing thit agros-
able glow and qoict comlort which are diffased by the protenca of
tacl. Solct un, abovs all, 200 to our tempers.  Victory here will
moan victory along tho wholo line, —Critliar Leader.

FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

International S. S. Lesson.
Liksson NXo~Jesvs axn ik Saanvrn Magen 6
(Matt, 2121 131.)

GoLpEs Trnt.—* Tho Son of man 18 Lord even of the Sabbath
Day.” Matt, xii, 8.

Tiug ANy Prack.—~8ptiog or Summer, A.D., 68 Capornsum
and vicinity.

Lison Ocvriase.—1. Work of Necessity, 1-6. 11, Lord of the
Sabbath, 7.9. 111, Works of Meroy, 10-13.

IntRobverion—It 18 probable that tho incidents recorded in
thia leseon occurred prior to the commiesion of tho twelve and the
Serwoon on the Mount, Tho fact that the grain was ripo for pluck.
ing, places tho time either in April, whon the barloy harveat was
gathered, or in May or June, when tho wheat was ripe.

VERSE BY VERsE.—1, *¢ At that time.”—Thie expression pro-
bably meane, at this period of Hieministry. * The Sabbath Day.”
—Tho Jowioh Sabbath, the soventh day of the week. ¢ Throogh
tho corn.”’~—Fields of grain, barley or wheat. ** Bogan to plack.”
—~The law permitted tho passer-by to take thus what was noeded
to satisfy hunger.

2, “ That which is not law{al."—Becauso it invelved some
labor, and so was breaking the Sabbath according to tho Phariscos.

3, 4. ** What David did.” ~-(3ce 1 Sam. xii. 1 6.) *Ilouso of
God. '—Tho Tabornaclo whore tho Ark was kept. **“howbread.”
Thie consisted of twelve loaves placed fresh every Sabbath day on
tho tablo in tho sanctuary. ¢ Not lawful for him.”—Unaer tho
ceremonial law it conld only bo caten by the pricsts.

5. “The Priesta . . . profane tho Sabbath.”—That ie, do work
which would be a violation of the Sabbath i1f the law did not mako
it their daty. *¢ Aro blameless.”—Bcecause doing their daty.

6. ** Oao groater than tho Temple. —Meaning tho Son ¢f man,
who in the cighth verse is called Lord of the Sakbbati.

7. **1 will havo mercy, otc.—Qaoted from liogoea vi, u,

o, * Weant 1nto Thewr Syangogue. —Ilo may have been on His
way there as e passed throagh the corn ficld, or this msy have
cccarred on snother occagion.

11. « Wall Ho not lay hold onat. —Tho rabbinical Iaw permit-
tod 8 man to do what was necessary L0 savo 1t oo tho Sabbath day.
This is implied by Josus’ question.

12, * How much then is & man better." —1t a shoep may bo
saved, how much morc may a man bs healed. **Lawfol to do
woll.” Thet is, t0 do good to othera.

Tuorours—The Sabbath is a eeaton for doii, rood tomen. Tho
BSabbath-schosl is then quito timoly : tho prayer-servico is then
- ppropriato, preaching the Goapel and telling men of Jesne is in
tope with its holy hours, sowing tho teldu of the human zoal with
the good aced of divine trath ia proper ; pricate prayer and meodi-
tation opon the Word of God is a part of 118 bresth. All its timo
should ran in golden sands of good decds ; all ita chords ehonld
vibrato with divine music.

John Newton wroto :

*¢ Rafely through another week
God has bronght s on our way;
Lot ns now a blosning sock,
Waiting in is coaste to-day :
Day of all tho woek the bost,
Imblem cf eternal roat.

* AMay tho Goepels® joy fol aocund
Conquer sionors, com{ort saints,
Afako tho {roits of prace abound,
Bring relief for a’l complainta:
Thus may all our Sabbatha prove,
Il we join the Church above.”

The stambling-block of tho Pharascss ‘*wasthat conflict batwoen
tho Spirit aud tho dead lotter, betwoen the Gospol and traditional-
ism, between salvation snd unbeliel, righteorsncess and byprocrisy,
and holincss and proud scll-secking, which Christ reproscntod and
cmbodied.” They stered ap everything that they ocould in any
way vs againat Him. Thoir groateat disappointmont was in thst
He woald not bo a Alossiah aooording to their ideas, and thoroeloro
thoy would not have Ilim at all. Iu strict consistency with tho
view of tho I'narirecs, who reprosented tho disciplos as having
dono what amounted to harvest labar, it might have ben argaed
that tho priosts wero engaged on tho Ssbdath in tho occapation of
butchers and bakore, and this in the templo iteelf. It was not to
the Old Testament that Jeaus objected, but to the interpretation
which the Pharisces put upra ite lawe.  He did more to defend it
than thoy did. 1o showed forth the {nliillment of its precepts.
whilo tho Phatisces only quotod it aw their standard, and while
their lives ware enticely in opposition 1o the rnlrs and reyulations
Iaid down therein, I3y <etting forth tho defects they imagined
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wore found in the disoiplen they were introduced to their own relnal
hyprocrisy. \\ nenhoy clamored abont devotion they wero charged
wilth ignorance, Thoy wero posed us 1nstructors, while they
nueded instruction in tho very matters nbout which thoy professod
to know so much, Thoro was no real Sabbath-breaking, no sinfal
practico institated, and therefore the alerm of the Pharisocs wag
ungronoded. Their effort was a failure, and their motive disclosed
bofore those whom they had charged with guilt.  Tho light of
instruction fell on thom, showing who it was that was working evil
on tho Sabbath day. Their minds were blinded by sinfal sell-
sufcionoy. I'hey who should bave been most roady to worship
the Lord of the Babbath were the once who most eeverely and
persintently accused Him. Tenohera of righteousness so callod,
bnt dostituto of the Npirit of love and mercy. Such wero the
onctnies of Chriet and tho Goapol,

Truths illastrated continuod to bo given tho Pharisces. Jecsas
went into their synagogue. 1Mo honored tho Sabbath by eccking
tho place of worslup. lio blessed theday by doing; works of mercy.
Yet Ho s0 carcfully rofruinod from any physical cffort shat 1o ueed
only the Word of Ilis Power in healing a withered hand. He who
would refrain from eating to avoid any gruand for criticiem also
uaed no display 10 restoring & palsied or withered hand. That tho
mammoed mao mught receive good on the Sabbath day Jesus
extended 118 help in doing him the good that no man could do.
1o look upon suffering that wo may sootho, and to pass by withons
extonding belp is 8in. Leaving undone things that would bless is
a8 groat & #in a8 doing what would bning harm. There needed to
be a tracsforming of the lives and characters of the oriticising
Pharisces. Tho more they pursued tho sinless Savionr tho more
they wero made acquainted with their own sine, lle wag always
able to unswer their argoments. They wero never ablo to vindi
cato themeolics. Josas continued to ehow mercy. Tho Pharisees
continued to show hostility. 1lle sought t¢ win them from the
error of their ways. They sought to destroy Him from the face
of tho carth. No other plac was 8o cagerly laid as that o put to
Jdeath the (1no who revealod oven their evil thoughts unto them.

1"napswerod uestions furnished proof that the Phavisces wero
bsited. They had no resort to prayer for comfors. Thoy spent
no timo in besooching God to lead them uato victory, bat they
rather songht counsel of cach other how thoy might eilonce tho
rjaeatione: and cantinge their saperiority ae leaders in religien.
Thero was no {eeling of humility among the scribes, becanse thoy
wero not perfectly versed in the Scriptures, or becaunse they oconld
not ¢ tplain the -juotations put befcra them  They left all chat to
schemo spainst tho Moeasiah. Narrow indeod were their minds.

to »uppose they could pat to dosth the Son of man and yet retain
tho favor of God.

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

ALY READINuS,
Firat Day- .lcaus and tho Nabbath.—~Matt. xut, 121,
Necond Day--** The Nabbath was made for mar. - -Mark n. 24—
i, 6.
Third Day—Ceorrecting False \1ews of the Sabbath -- Luko vi.
1.1,
Fourth Day-- Releanng the Bound en the Sablath— Luke xuu.
, 1117 xiv. 1 G,
Filth Day—Opening Blind Eyes on the Sabbath. - Jahnax. 1 41,
Sixth Day— Rebuking Llasphemy against the Holy Ghoat.—
Matt., xu. 22547,
raver Mreesa Teire, Mare 0 —**\What s a Profitable
Sabbath ™™ - Ex xx N1, Qea. vou 5013

TOPIC THOUGHTS.
That 18 protitable Natbath which has gizen us some new thonght
alwut Gund

The mablath that has reated the bendy and ot aew prace into
the aunl s & preditable Satbath.

H the ~atbath has ant seen our heart uplifted in true worship, it
Las failed te be protitatile.

Pach ~abiwrh sheuld niake dearer and mere real the hope of the
clernal ~hlach

Iaat ina Lely Nabbath wht h sces acme goomt dvne 1n the namo
of dovan

The bieat ~allattian the eno on whi- h Chnst i3 made mont real
to the wothl

A drsevrated al hath is mers than unprefitalle  The hallowed
das i i dasger of deantainn at tho hands et stnfrends. We
aanet be v e lus of cur vwn otaervance ot the Sabbach, it wo
would have others henor at, - C-ravte oy I adets v Vasaal,

Enjoyment is a fair tost of a profitablo Sabbath, and a well-spont
Sunday will be soticipated as the happicst day of tho weok.

A ~abbath begun with prayer will end with praise.

"I'v bo protitablo to you, your Sabbath must bo profitable to somo
oue clse also,

Very often our Sabbaths are not profitablo becauso they aro
merely extensions of our Saturdays or forebodiogs of our Mondaye.

The T.ord's houso is tho reservoir of Lord’s-day peace, and there
aro fow sub.reservoirs,

A profitatle Sabbath will leavo one stronger in body, richer in
mind, and moro jubilant in spirit.

1f your S1bbaths havo been unprofitable, it is becauso they have
not been scltish.  Endeavorers Daily Companion.

"Thero is nv profit in tho Sabbath that is not a holy Sabbath,
Above all else, thia is a hallowed day, sot aside for sacred purposes,
and its end is not achioved unless it is observed as such  The ouly
Sabbath that is freighted with blessings is the Sabbath that is kept
holy to tho lord.

The quiet and rest and solemnity of the Sabbath should lift our
hearts nearer to heaven, and make tore real end closo to us the
endless Saubath in tho new home. This is one of the good thiogs
that ea-h returning reat day should briog us a clearer understand
ing of, aud greater tove for tho heavenly lifo and tae heavenly world.

The cares of the week, and the affairs of every day, should be
put asde on Sunday. That should alwaya be a special day. The
difference botween the first day of tho week and the other six days
ought to bo clearty manifested. rill Sunday with now intercats.
Reading and conversation and apparel and mncals and conduct in the
hom.o should all bear the impreas of this particular day. By every
availablo means endeavor to give 3 Sabbath character to the day
that has been set apart for tho honor of God.

Every Sabbath sheuld bo fragrant with memoriesof the Saviour.
1t commermorates His resurroction and His life, and should speak to
us of His example and the new hfo that He has made poisible for
cach of us.—Forrard.

TRUE SABBATH KEEPING.

Tho only way to 1ncreaso true Sabbath heeping is by increaving
the spinat of devotion and worahip which requires such a day. Itis
noedful to lift up the spinit of man to higher and nobler realins, and
to prepare for immortal hic. Man peeds it asa day for moral train-
ing and 1ostraction ; a day for teaching men about their dutics, for
looking at hic from a moral standpoint. It 13 of great value as &
mneans of improving the mind. The study of the higheat themes,
the social discussion of them in tho Sabbath school, the instruction
from the pulpt, the expression of religious truth in the prayer
meeung, give an ordinaly person more mental training in tho course
of his life than all his schicoi-days give. A boy will average 10
years of school N months in the year, or 1,550 days. A man of G
yoars has, sinco his tenth year, had 2,6ix) Sabbath days. If he
apends them studying the best «f books, and thinking onthe highest
themes, hocannot but bocomeintelligent and cultured. Tho Sabbath
rightly used is tho greatest institution for learaiog and culturc and
soul growth tho world has ever known. Ilence tho ncglect >f the
Sabbath is the surcat road to 1uin.

There i need of special guardiog againat anything that tends to
woaken the effct of the Sablath law. To Lroak down this rafo
guard is to open tho door for the oppremion of the poor, and of all
tho workiog classos. It is a terzible fate to be compelled to work
acven daya cach week with no chance for beiter things, for home,
for reat, for culture, for religion. Therc can be no permaucol
alavery or opprossion ot degradation where the Sabbath rights ate
reserved to all men and women who are employed by others. A
holy Nabbath day is the yabiles of {reedom. One of the moat hope-
ful signs of the timoa is that hath 1a this conntry and in Eurepe the
working men arc wakiag up to their rights and pri ‘cges 1 the
~ahbath.

Josus givea us the true principle of Nabtath keeping. 1t most
o tor the whels of mau, body and soul. It must be hielpful to
mag.  \Whatever uplifts, comlorte, ealaryes man, 12 adapted to the
Sabhath, There aro times when this law of help is larger than tho
taw of reat, asu the  azes Jeaus referred to.  With suchexceplions
the rule 13 that anee the Nabbath wasmnado for man, 1.¢  for all menm,
weo muat 80 ke: jr the Balibath as nnt to tako away its blasing from
nthere.  No recreation is tight on the Lords day which deprivea
cther= of the beacfit of the Nabbath, either for tedy or aaul. Gne
of the firat caaentiala ¢t true humamity and brotherhood and true
<abbath keeping 18 tn qive others as well avwaraclves the benefit of
the sabbath.  Wotks of mien 1 ave pecaliatly fitting on the Nabbath
seven of Jdesuy reotded muia les weto feeformed -a that day.
Peloulal’s Select Nota,
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THE LITTLE FOLK.

WATERPROOF FOLK.

1 looked from my window,
Aud, danciny together,
I spiod threo qucer peoplo
Who love the wot weather.
The turtle, the freg, snd the duck all joined hauds
‘F'o caper 8o gayly upon the wet sands,

The turtlo was coated
In shell, to defy
The pattering ran-drops,
And keep him quite dry.
Tho frog in green jacket az gay as could be,
¢ My coat will shod water—just ave 1t ! ** said he.

‘T'ho duck shook his web feot
And ruitled hie feathers ;
Cried he, * Rain won't hurt to!
1'm drossed for all weathers.
And when I can seo tho clouds fcown in the aky,
1 o1l my gray fcathees and keep very dey !

=5t Nicholas

THE SPARROW IN ”
THE RAIN,

i zently during a sc-
vere raa-storm a fanuly
heard the cry of a youog
sparrow. A scarch was
mado, and tho sparrow
was found 1n a puddle of
water, toochilled, appar.
ently, to movo. llc was
brought 1nto the house
and put in a box necar
tho kitchen stove. After
a timo ho chirped cheer-
fully, then ho hopped
about the box, and final.
Iy flew about the room.
He scemed able to caro
for himnself, and tho wia-
dow was opened, when,
with a gay lhttle chrp,
the sparrow {lew out 1n
thorain. Notlongafter
that tho cry of a sparrow
was hoard sgain, which
scemed to ark for hielp.
A scarch discovered a
sparrow in tho samc
puddlo of water, wot and
miscrablo.  Again tho
littlo stray was putin
the box by the kichen
range, and 1 a little
time he, too, was tlying
about the room, very
happy and contented.
When tho window was
1aised he socmed in no
hurry to fly away, but
after a timo ho did leavo
us. Fourtimesasparrow
was roscued from that
puddlo of water, oach
ume showing a groater reluctance to fly ont in the rain. Afterward
wo decided that it was the samo sparrow, that lhie did not like tho
rain, and learned how to ot indoors where it was dry. Do you
think it was the samo sparrow ?

MONKEYS AT CHURCH.

That monkeys, and wild oncas at that, should ba able to set an
examplo of dccorous condust at a religinus service acems an exira-
ordinary thing, but that they ono did an is atteatod by the Rev,
Jacob Chambderlaia, in his bork, ** In tho Tiger Juagle.”™

The mussionary was holding & service 1n the strects of a town on
the Tolugu coast.  Tho preacher atood on a hittle raized platform
on ono sido of tho atreet againat the house walle. O1a tha oppesite
atdo of the nartow atroel was & long row of trees, tho branches of
which stretchod out over the tat roofa into the atrect.

** Ono of sur nativo asistants,” says tho missionatry, *“read a
portion from the Gospele, and aaether proached, wlnln 1 watched

the audienco of natives, to study the countonances of tho peoplo
among whom I was to work for many years.

“* Chancing to raiso my oycs, 1 noticed many branches of the
troes boginuing to bend downward toward the roofs, aul saw the
facca of sotno old jack-monkoys peering out through thoe foliage.
Soon somo of thom jumped down and camo forward to moo what
their * big brothera’ in tho atroot wero about,

Springing upon the parapot of the low roofs of the houses
opposite, thoy scated themsolves, with their hind foot hanging ovor
in front, and gazing lixedly at tho preachor, us they saw tho people
in tho streot doiug.

Othor moukoys followed, uutil thero was u long raw of them on
tho parapot. ‘I'ho lato colers 1 could aco walking along behind the
parapet, looking for space botween tho moukoys alroady scated ;
thoy would put up their hands, and, pushing anothor monkoy sido-
wise, would scemn to say, ‘Nit aloog, please, aud give s follow a
chancee,’ until the ¢ bench ' was crowded.

** 1 had noticed that many mother-monkeys had brought their
bobica to church with them. Tho baby nmionkey wuuld ait upon tho
thigh of tho mother whoso armn was twined around it in a vory
huwman fashion.

* But the sermon
was ovidently too high
for the litlle [folke'
comprehension. 1 saw
. ono of thoso littlo mon
koy’s cautiovaly reach
his hand around, and,
scizing another voung
monkey's tail, ga  t a
pull.  The other struck
back ; whercupon the
mother monkeys, evi
dentlydieapprovingauch
lovity in church, each
gavo her chilll a box on
tho car, as much as to
Y3

“Sit atillt Don't
you know you must be-

havoin church 1™
i **Tno little monkeys
thus reprimanded, turn-
cd thomostsolemn faces
. towardthe preachor,und
scciued to be listening
intently to what ho was
saying.

All thus sat demurely
until tho preacher fin
ished his sermon and
until wo had distributed
Gospelsand tractaainony
tho audience and had
£ atatted for our tente.
Not unul then did tho
monkeys Walk back and
spring up into the treee.

“Thero were no “mon-
Xey capers’ as they
went; they woro asseri-
oua asany congregation
leaving a church; and
they sat awhilo on tho
branches as though_thinkinglover what the proacher had said.”—
Youth's Companion,

GREETINGS.

Tho Arabians shake handa aix or cight times. Qace is not
cnough. 1f, however, they be persons of distinclion, they embrace
and kiss one another soveral imes, and alss kias their own hands.
In Turkey the aalulc is o place the haud upon the hreat and bow,
which is both gracefal and appropriate.

Ja Burmah, wheir A man meets a woman, ho puts his note and
hin wnuth closo to her cheek and dmws a lung braath, anif whaliog
& delicious perfumme.  He does uot kisa her cheek, atrange to aay. .\
man is greeted 1o exactly tho aam e way.

In the wreater part of Germany ® i considered an act of polite-
noss, not of gallaniry, for a man to Kisa a weniana hand.  In ltaly
1t is allowed orly 1o near relativer, whilo in Ruzsia it s cxtended
1o kiing the farchead.

Tho men of tantinenial Europe havo a custom that woull acem
«qucer, vol to say laughable, hete.  They groet ono ancthet with a
haar, if they be Trienls, ant on the cheek, but nght - the s
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Church News

(AR communications to this columa ought to
Sesent (o the Bditor immedialely after the
sccurrences 10 which they refor Aave taken
place.)

MONTREAL NOTES.

The [aaugural Leetare of 1’rof Macliride,
of MeQill University, given reocently, in
whioh be announced ‘imult as an evolu.
tioniet, has aroused & good deal of ceiti-
olsm in the looal papers from varioos
standpoints, The new professor ia virtually
the sucosssor of Bir William Dawsdn in the
chaie of Zoology, and ss he had alwaye
championed the other side it was nstural
shat somse of those who agreed with him
ahoald express their disssat from the new
attitude now assumed by the present ooccu-
peant.  Some statementa were aleo made in
a noedlessly offensive way which provoked
hostile remark The professor who hae
been laid aside for a few days with a
sprained ankle took no notios of any of
these criticisms by any ocommunioation to
the press. But on resuming bis clevess
took oconsion to repudiste auy sympathy
with the materialistio philosophy whioh is
0 widely ia the pudblio mind with
evolution views. The following were his
exeol words and are worth reading:—
* Darviog my illosse, as you are aware,
many oriticisas have besa lovelled sgaines
sentimente sapposed 10 have besn contained
i:.ny insugaral lestare. It hes been ia-

Caoes of og that bappess
usiverse ; my orities seem %0 imagine
that the is acoegted that every

|
!

cetablished aa ove of the institutions of the

A MINISTER'S STATEMENT

Rev. C. H. Smith of Plymouth, Conn.,
Gives the Experience of Himselt and
Little Giel 1n & Trying Season -~ What
He Depends Upon.

Tho tostimoniials it favor of Hood's Sar-
saparilla come from & class ot people
wikme words arc worth considering.
Many clergymen tostify to the value of
thw medicine. Road this:

“ By a scvere attack of diphtheria 1
et two of my clildren. 1 used Hood's
Sarmajarilla ar & tonic both for mysclf
and lintle il and found it most oxcellent
an ® means to restore the impoverinhed
Blond 1o its natural state and axa help 1o
appetiteand digertion, ) depend upon it
when I nced a toufe and 1 tind 12 at once
eMeactous™ Kyl G H S, Qo
gregatiotial parsouage, Plyimouth, Cons,

N - vite bver AN, vcary !—'
"m‘ S ')."S tak. c sy U geetate :t‘
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University. Sunday last s special secvios
was beld to empbasize it as the day of
prayer for colleges, in which aleo some of the
professors took part.

The Rev. M. 8, Oxley, of Westminster
church is luid aside trom work by & severs
attack of pleuriey. His servioes were taken
last Sanday by the Rev. John MoCarter, of
the Jewish Mission, and Me. 8. MoLean, of
the Lresbyterian College. Evea uader she
moset favorable circumesiances Mr. Oxley
will be ungble 8o resume his daties for
several weeks.

Oa Sunday mbrning lest the Rev. Me.
Purpis a lons and  iokereming. lotie from
aipit & otter from
f)r. 1, C Leslie giving an acoount of she
journey aoroes the ocontinens and of his
arrival in Chins, on the way o Hounan.
At the time of wriling he and his com-
pavions, MaocKenzie and Grifiths, were
still some deys from their destination, bul
were already learning much as to the nasare
of their falure work. Thefesling that great
Ebuul changes were at band be found to
goneral and the missionaries cherish the
hope that through the politioal apbeavals
Wmmdwuiﬁthmw for the

14 is annoanoced that the vacancy on the

Pablic Instruction, osused by the death of
the late Dr. Cameron, baa besn filled by the
sppointient of William McLsres, of Huat-
iogdon. Mr. McLaren ie a brother of John
I. McLlaren, Euq., the emi
barrister. Like him, he was at

Mt. l'lc.c{n charoh, Vanocouver, to Rev.
Geo. A, Wiless of Vernoa was considered.

Vernon. The call from Mt Plessant wes s
very usasimous one but for the pressat Mr.
‘Wilson believes his woek to be in Vernoa.
A special mecting was held in Sandon on
Fob. tth, to ardain Mr. Joha A. Cleland, a

uate of Moutreal 1’resbytecian College
gfm:ln '97 clase. Mr. Cleland has beem in

Saados two mouthe asd bas dome good work,
The prospects for the future of thie interest-
ing field are the brightest.

From Ssadou ths I'reshvtery adjourned
to Keslo where Mr. A. 1). Meories wae
ordained. The field has beemt vacant since
October whem the miesicmary Mr. James
Nairs left to resume his studios at Moatreal.
Mr. Menzica was a Quoen's man, of '97
dd.." .::o has Mhi- lkit":: C;l;‘-h.m

uring past eight mon ™
different vacant Gelds.

the people are

Slocan city celebrated the sacrament of
the lord's supper last month, ten 2ew wmem-
hers were tecsived.  The presemt missionary
Mr. W. Erskine Knowles leaves in a month
10 attend the summer Semion at Wisnipeg
and it is expected that his sucomsor will be
an ordained man. This ie o self-sapperting
mission field, and as the U'resbyterian is the
only Thurch in tlown the fitld s & comprra.
tively strong one, and fcurishiag—Ressland
closed 1t year, with & balance oa the right
side, alter paying d arrears of
debts. The paster Rev. 1. Gandier has
reason tn be greatly oncoursged The
Rowlanders purposs com iag & Dew
church 1 the spring, to be in a ocemtral
locativn,

GENERAL.

Rev. J. W. H. Milae, of Mavsswood, will
scoept the call tendered him by the Glebe
church, Ottawa.

The Rev. Dr. George Bryos, of Winnipeg,
is the nominee of the Whithy Peaabytary tor
Moderator of General Assembly.

Rev. Dr. Graut, of Orillia, has gone to
Clifton Springe in the hops that his health
may be benefitted by the reat and change.

Mr. W, B. Findlay, a graduate of Knox
Collegr, hav accepted a unanimouns call from
Erskine church, Claremont, and his ordioa
tion will take place the second week in
March,

Sootstown church heas this year added 24
pew ;nem!;:? to u‘i.udpl?mu:um n:ll;. ;{hu

o Weil Tot i1 Y.
.Av.:(ing. and for hh‘:‘loqs:‘t“ud lucid
preachiog,

Rev. 1). Anderson, Guelph, has wed
the call to the Presbyterian church, Mil'.f
ton, and will be inducted about the end of
mt monl:rh. Amutla. ‘:i'l’l be made ;:

re mesting of the . 0
held o? March Sth. yiery

The Rev. Mr, Lagan was inducted at
Chaelses, Que., Tueeday, Feb, 15th, over the
united eooupquiu?o! Cheleon and Cantley.
Rev. M. H. Soott, of Hull, pres.‘ed. Rev.
D. M. Ramsay, of Ouawa, pnrashed o
thoughtful and searchisg discouree from the
$ “Grow in grace and in the keowled
of our Lord aad Saviour Jesus Christ.’”’
. Mr. Gamble, of Wakefleld,
the newly inducted minister ; Rev. Dr, Arm-
stroung, of Otitawa, addressed the people.

On Sasdey last Rev. 1)z, Mollatt,
at the First Presby-

i

[

There was a splendid attendance at the
semi.asnual mestiag of the Toroato FPresby-
terial of the Woman's Foreiga Miwionary
Society, held im St. Aadrew's church,

of ) t: Mre. Gray, who spoke
I;.ieﬂy of tb; ',ril::dm‘:o wor mplnbod.lz
Seciety dui mouths,

oxhorted ’tho ’.: contiawe their
efforts in the work of spreading the Seciety’s
influemos and i its umfolnms. Re-
were read by Miss Craig, Secretary ;
L R Tomsg] L R
y 3 reports were

i . At the

deliverod by Rev, Mr. McGillivray, of Honan,
Chisa ; Mes. J. A. Paterscn and others.

NORTH AMERICAN LIFE.

The result of the business for 1097 of tais
progressive home compaay, ae pablished
avd particalarly nl-nrl.o by The Mone-
tary Times, Caunda’s leadieg @anoeial
jouraa!, in its isswe of Janmary 33, 1898,

oclearly shyws the unexselled fiasncial .
sion 80 which this eompeany buuurd s
aad is & guarantes that the cozpaay is s

#ood ooe for ite polioy-
New policies issned amowst

L YO ceese tesees $3,850,024 00
Cesh ivcoms (wmtersst and

PrOMIUMe) e veverreennnes 693,55.49
Tl 80048, ..cvvuvransene. 2,373,171.22
Net ourplus atier providiag

for all liabilities...... .. 457,181.33

The resstve fand slands as... 2,245,990.00
The sotal iasarance ia foroe
Woeaenens e e canas £13,945,876.00
The aseets of company are ia exoel.
Tout shape and well lodked atier—indicated
by the inorense ia cash income from inter-
ost, o0, showing an incresse of $15,002,
while the interest and reate doe asd acorued
a0t the end of the your show, we are ld, a
4 peid toxl:lzzi boldere bt ’u’."'m
wes ¥ oriag yoar,
the company ie able %o show an addition of
mote than a quarter of s aullion $3 resecve.

«)
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A SUCCESSFUL BVANGELIST.

The avnuity and reserve fundas now amounnt
to the largo sum of 2,215,920, a handaome
showing.

Wo referred Iugt year to the company's
markod earnipg power as shown in tho
favorable results sttained under ite mvest.
ment policies.  Aud thero ia atill furthor to
bo onoted, the **clean® character of it
aegets. ‘T'ho tublo submitted in 1lon, Mr.
Allun’s speech, showing dotails of thoassots
and the garcontugo of ecach class amony
thom, presents this in sn interesting way.
The North American [afo hue in various
respecta made an eoviable nawe for iteelf.
As a progressive, carefully-manuged and
sound company, it is entitled to rank high,
and this yesr it is able to show & note.
worthy share of the aggregate ivcroxse of
business by Canadian companies. The
company deserves congratulation on haviog
secured, in its now preises on King strect
weat, ofliced whioh aro difticult to surpass
in bueauty, moderness and convemence.

Annual Mectings.

At the amual meeting of Kuox church,
Caupington, Rev. A. E Duncan, M.A,,
minister, all reports showed the Socicties
connected with the church to be making
rood progeear.  ‘The balance of the church
debt amountiog to 31,062 was paid, aad the
ladies of the \Women's Guild should be
complimented upon having paid of this debt
8650 during the years 1886, 1897, Total
receip's $2,300,11 ; total expenditure ¥2,14%..
97, With attendance satisfactory, hurmony
and good will prevaling the outlook is very
cucouragiog.

The annual mecting of the First Presby-
terian church, Brockville, was held last
week. Thoopening exercises were conducted
by Rev. W. A, McHKenzie, the pastor, after
which Mr. N. Cossitt was called to tho chair,

Tho Session report stated that fifteen had
joined the church during the year, cight on
prefession of [aith and scven on certilicate.
Five members had been removed by death.

Tho Sabbath school report showed 26t
echolars on the roll with au averago attend-
ance of 161 scholare, 20 teachers and 6
oflicere. T'hecollectionskmountedto S141.88.

‘The Y.I'.5.C. E. report was a most encour-
aging onec. ‘'ho average attendance of
members was 41, and a largo amount of
work has been done. The Junior Sacicty
membership had more than doubled during
the year, Yeoing now 101, and much enthus.
msm is mamfested 1o the work. The
Nocicty had rawsed $40 for the Indian Famine
Fund; had 364,20 on hand and hsd also
nused money for missionary purposcs.

The W.EF.MSS. raised §203 for Missions,
of which §131.50 was contributed at the
‘Thankotferivng mectiag in October.

‘'he Young Ladica’ Mission Band raised
$17 during the yoar.

The roceipts from all sources for the year
amounted to =5,45).48, of which $§9.6.C0
was for missionary purposecs.

CORRESPONDENCE,
Edutor Presbyterian Revies s
81, Jous, N. B., Feb, 1ith, 1588,

Dear Sin,—Koowing the value of space
to an editor L shall bo as brief as possible
in my reply to the inquiries of Mr. W. B.
Camming.

Tho net amount roceived from Nabbath
schools—1. ¢. the balancoafter doductiog the
cost of insuing programmot, appeale, eto., —
ginco May 1st to January 2ith, i8 §2,203 N0,
Most of this hag been received sinco Chnl.
dren’s Day, Nsptembor 20th, This has all
been applied to sho raduction of the liability
asgomed by the four gentlemen named in
the circular he refers to, aud tho amounnt
now covered by their pote is 83,167 The
contribations received aup te Mavember 30:h
wero acknowledged in tho January Record,
aod another list will appear in the April
Nuwmber.

Oar Sabbath Schosls have respendoed to
our apponl with great liberality, bn: we
shall havo 10 tax their tenerosity ns {ar as
they will permis il wo are t> nucxed 1n our
cflort to relicvy tho {ricnds who havo awded
us by thoir cudnrastion of tho committes's
note, Youts sinocreiv,

T ¥ Foruunre o,

Reve W. N, Dunnett, a Man

745

Whose Good Work is Widely

Known.

He Relates Events in His Career of General Interest

He Suffered from Heart

For Years
Trouble, and Frequently fiom

Collapse On One Occasion Five Doctors Were in Attend-
ance Heis Now Freed from His Old Enemy, and Lk njoys
the Blessing of Good Health.

REV. W. A

From the Smith's Falls Record.
Throughout Canada fromn the western

boundary of Qutario to the Atlantic Ocean,
thero is no nawo mora widely kaowa in tem.
peranco and ovanyclistic work than that of
the Rov. W. A, Bunnctt.  Mr. Dunnctt has
been the Girand Vice.Councillor of Ontano
and Qucbee in the Royal Templars, and so
popular is ho amoog tho members of the
order that in Montreal there is & Royal
Templars Council named ** Dunnett Connerl™
in his hopor. Far moro than ten years Mr.
Dunnett has been poing from place to place
pursuing his good work, samclimes assating
resident ministers, sometimes conducting a
scrics of gospel temperance meetiogs inde
peodently, but always laboring for tha good
of his fellows. While in Smith's Falls a
few monthz ago in conneetion with has work
ho dropped intn the Record offico for a little
visit with the K htor.  During the conversa.
tion the Recerd ventured to remark that his
dutics catatled an enormous amount. of hard
work., ‘T'othis Mr, Dunoctt assented, but
added that in his present phyaal condition
he was ¢qual o any amount of hard work.
But it was ot alwaya s, ho saud, and then
he gave the wanter the following hittle per.
sonal history, with permission wo make 1t
puble.  Hosawd that for the pane thirteen
years hie bad been sraatly trontied wthow

DUNNETT.

paiu in the region of his heart, from which
he was uoable to get any relief. At tunes

it wasa dull, heavy paio, at others sharp
and soverc. (Mtentimes 1t rendered hun
unbt for his engagzements, and at all tunes
1t made it ditticult to move. His trouble
was always viublo 1o the ynbhic and fre-
quently when conducting service he would
givo out and doctors had to be called in to
attend him. Thia occurred to him m the
Yonge strect chuzch, Toronto ; tho Laptiat
church, Woodstock, N.B., the Methodiat
church, Carleton Place, Ont. Oan unother
oceasion while preaching to an audienco of
2,500 people in the Frauklin strect Congre
ratlonal chuich, at Manchester, N H., tive
doctors had arrived and wero 10 sttemdance
before he regmined consciousnesx. o all
thean ciliea and 1owna tho nowspapers frecly
mentioned hin atlliction at the tune. Mr.
Dunnett amid ho had conaulted many phym-
ciang, theugh he aand, to be entizely fair, he
Lad never leen any great length of time
nnder treatment by any one dector bevauae
of hin inerant mode of life. 1n the carly
part of the summer of 18, while in Brock-
ville asmisting the pastor 5 the Wall street
Methodist church in evangelists srrvives, ho
was speaking of his treuble tea friend who
urge § him to tey Dree \Vallats’ ok 10le,
and e v b oo ntrd hunwaith a de o
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boxea. 'l tooh tho pills, emd Me. Iun
nott, *“ and [ declare to you am a woll man
to.day. 1 uted to worry o great deal over
the pain about iy heart, but that 1o all done
now, aud I feel ko o now man.” All thu
the roverend gentlenan told in a quiet con.
voreational way, and when it was sugested
thst he let it be known, ho rather denzarred,
beeauee, us ho put it, * 1 am almost afrand
to say 1 am cucod, snd yet thero is no tan
enjoying botter hiealth to-day than I do.”

At that time, at Mr. Dunuett’s request,
his statoment was only published locally,
but now writing undor tho dato of Jan. 21st,
from Fitchburg, Masa., where ho has been
conducting a very successful serics of evan
golistic meotings, he says I had held
back from writing in regard to my health,
not because | had forgolten, but bocause 1t
secmed too good ta bu true that theold tume
pain had gone. 1 cannot say whethur 1t
will ever return, but I can certamnly say it
hus not troubled mo for monthe, and [ am n
botter henlth than 1 have been for yeara. 1
have yamed in flesh, henco in weight, 1
woull prefer not to aay any thing aout my
appetno ; hke the poor it 1w over with me,
Yes. 1 attribute my good health to Dr,
Wilhams' I'ink Pille, and you have my con
sent to use thy fuct.”

BRITISH AMERICA AS-
SURANCE COMPARY.

Sixty-Fourth Annual Meeting.

Tho Annual Meeting of the Sharcholdera
of tho British America Assurance Company
was held in the Compsny’s Oftices, Nos. 18,
20 and 22 Front etrect cart, Toronto, on
Friduy, the 1:th February.

Tho President, Iton. Georgo A. Cox, cc-
oupied tho chair.

Mr. I’ H. Sime was uppointed to aot as
Socretary, and read sho followipg report,
which, on motion, was adopted:

ANNUAL REPORT.

In presenting the Sixty-Fourth Aunaal
Fioaocial Statoment of the Company, the
Diroctora havoe plessure in calling sttontion
to tho following results of tho yesr's
burinosn.

The balancoe of incyme over expenditure,
as shown by the Rovenns Acocoant, is
S100,832.74.

Thore has been a not appreciation in tho
murkot valnes of Svosrities of $15,117.93.

The Reservo Fand hasa boen increassd
frotn K525 5N3S1 o §601,364.51, alter pro-
viding §£32,:00 for swo half-yearly dividends,
at the rate of 3oven per cont. por annum

The estimated hability on current poli.
cioa is 8311,952. 86, an amount more than
ample, acoording to tho ("ompany's past
experionoe, to ran off all cxisting risks,
und after providing for this shere is a not
saurpins over oapital and all liabilities of
£79 381 65,

In all departmonts & decreaso ia shown
in lois ratios as compared with thosy of
the provious yoar.

Tho Ihirestors express their appreciation
of tho «fliciont services of tho Ofiocers,
~peeinl Agents and Reprosentatives of the
Corupany daring the pass vear.

All of which is reapocifatly submittad,

SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL
STATEMENT,

Total oash income. ........ $1.470,332 10

‘Total expenditure, inclunding
anpropriation for ioasre nn
der adjustment ., . L 1,300,008 on

Balsnes ........ .. P LLVANGUR R

2100 0
Total aesets. ... . . LEION2T K8
Total liabilitics .. [ {SUS 11X SRY

Iuvidonds declared.. . ...

Sacrplas to < icy holdera.  ~1,41,301 51

The follaxiny Fentlemien were elected to
serve an Inrectors for the ensning year
Hoa. Gea. A, Uox. J. J. Kenny, Hoo. 8.
Wood, 8. I, MceKinnor, ‘Thee Loy, Jdohn
Harkin, Q. LLD, H M Poiate, b
Jatfray, A, Mycrs,
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At & meoting hold subsequontly ilon.
Geo. A, Cox was oleoted I'reeidont and AMr.
J. J. Keanny, Vice-Prosident.

KLONDIKERS.

Stoamer regervations made; a hundeomo
mup of Alagka and all information furnished
by addresmng I°. ). Moore, Ganeral Agent,
Nickol Plate Road, 23 EKxchange St., Buf.
falo, N. ™.

KINGSTON PRESBYTERY.

Beforo going op to now matter, to speak
ol anosher regton in tho extensive bounda of
our P'rosbytory, lot me mske a correotion,
1n condeasing u portion of what wus Ines
sont yon, yon virtually make me speak of
the Cinaty of Hontingdon., Now, thervisno
auch County in shis part of the I'rovincs. or
inceod in Oaturio, 80 far g I know. The
Township 18 Huntiogdon, bat the Connty
is Hastinge. Yonr correspondent ie jualous
for & reputution of acouracy.

We now pass cast from Tweed along the
G T.R. to theinterscotion of tho road whioh
ruus from Iwngaton to Renfrow. IHoreis
tho Station of Sharbot. Tho travelloe, who
oomes there for the firat timo soes, ut least
in the summer, abuodance of water and
rocke galore, bat very little else so far as
natural advantages aro oconcorned. There
is & lakeo, thero sre islands of all eizes on
whioch are summer residencos and thore are
fish in the lake, Thero is some lumbering
dong, for there is a saw-mill on the ahore of
the lake. \Vhen tho face of the country is
acauned thero is no promiso of where
potatoes or grain can be grown and you are
in despair of whora pasture can be got for a
goat. Thero are fertilo spote nevertheleas.

Oar Cburch was the first to begin opera-
tions at Sharbot we had the first Church
building in the place. As our adhoronts
were few aund the population was floating,
wo have had a keen fight of afllictions to
keop that Church. Moro than one of our
beloved sister denominations at differont
times were confident of getting possession
of our {tttle building and onating us ount of
sho place, baw aad baggags, but wo have i3
8till, wo do notofton surrender a plaoce when
weo got a footing in it, we believo in the
dootrino of perseverance. There are now
two other Churches on the hill as well as
onra, a Mcthodist and a Roman Catholio.
The Anglicans, so far, aro indcbted to us
for Church accomwmodation.

Sharbot 18 & sort of headquarters of a
largo miesion field. It is not the contro of
the field however, it ia ut one end of the ex-
tenuive diocese. Thoe missicr district ex-
tends ut least thirty miles towards Kingaton
and there arv at presous two proaching sta-
tions besides Nharbot. Years ago there
wers two students in the field and thero
was territory enongl: for sach. In such a
regiou howevor extont of serritory is no
guarantce for vxtont of popalation. For a
fow years past thero has been an oarcost
dosire both on tho part of tho people and
on the part of the Presbytery to bave an
ordained missionary, and at length that
has been secured. There was ono in the
field daring most of last yoar bat some
moaths ago he accopted a call to another
charge, sinoo then & young man, who was
liceneod last summer, was appointod to tho
ficld, and last woek ho was ordained by the
Presbytery.

Rov. Gt Dyde, the young man referred
to 13 a Kingston boy, a brother of Profosser
Dyde and a nephow of the venerable De.
Wardrope of Guclph. On the evening of
tho 11th Jaa, the P’resbytery of Kingston
met by appointment in the Church at
Nharbot to ordain Mr Dyde. A full meet-
g of the PPreabytuty comprivea a member:

hip of 75, bat thoy wero not all theroon
tho occasion. Tl.ere wero throonen there,
good men amd true, and so thero was a
queram.  Two of them were from tho city
of Kwoaton, ono who for a decado or more
was tho pastor uf the young men who are
now to Lo set aput to the eacred work,
the third 1a pastar of a chargo not far feom
Nhathot and he will be Mr, 115de’s nearoat
neighbor on that mde.  \s an ordinatien
was a very preat novelly at Sharbot, all
classes and Jdenominations wero out 1n force.
The littlo . hr.rch wascrowded to the door by
a deeply interosted congresation . some had
driven asvaiuch as ade.en niles to bo proacnt.

When the hoar of aervice camn the Rev.

Jamea Riunto preached tho scruion, whizh

MANUFACTURERS LIFE
INSURANCE COMPANY.
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Gio Goup) i,
J1csdent,
was uble earneat and appropriate to the
occaston. The Rev. 8. Houston, who lad
been appommted to premde, explaued the
naturo of ordination, shewing that our
practico 18 10 accord wish apostolic usago
und after putting the queettons prescriboed
asked Mr. Mctialhveay, Me. Dyde's former
pastor, to offer tho ordination prayer, dunuog
which the young man was set apart to the
mmstry by tho laying on of haode. Thea
tho Moderator gave tho charge which
throughout was tho outcome of a large
experienco  in mmsterial work and was
touchingly sympathetic in its tone. After
that Mr. McGillivray addressed the peoplo
asking them to bo attentivo to tho sorvices,
to bo considerate, to bo prayerful, to be
helpful. The whole scrvice was most appro-
priate and impressive. . .
Tho service of last Tucaday evening will
not soon be forgotten by those who were

present.
Loan &

Celltral Gﬂn‘dda Savings Co

1ION. GEORGE A.COX, President.

CariTaL . $2,000,0m)
ReskrrvR Foapr - - - . $135,C0
DEPOSITS DEBENTURES
RECEIVED .. . 1SSUED
Intorest Intorxost
Allowed Coupouns Attachod

MONEY TO LOAN AT LOWEST RATES

For turther Information apply to
E. R. WOOD, Managor

26 Xing St. Kast Toronto.

) 9  RAILWAY
GRAND TRUNK 8Vs7Em
FNOR THE
Kiondike and Yukon
Gold Fieids

The ** Grand Trunk ™ leads the procession
with ats splendid Through Train Service,
cqqmpped with all the latest modern improve-

ments.  You caunot make auy mistake by
using this line.

The routo is via Chicago, St.
Paul. Scattle, Victoria, ote.
Call on the nearest G.T.R. agent for tull in
formation.
TORONTOOFVFICES 1 Kug Street West
ard Union Station, or wite to
M. C. DICKSON, D.IMA.,

Toronte,
Europe Asia

IV(!ELVE LLE

eneral Steamship
A Pourist Agency
49 Toronto, Cor Adolaido Stroot,

Wipposite Post 0Zlee) TORONTO
Tolophono 2010
Africa Australia

The Yorkville. Laundry

45 ELM STREET,
H. D PALSER, PROPRIRTOR,
All Hand Work. Telephone 1850



