\\S'L ——
CONTENTS.

(o] PAGK
That Easter T\\'i“:]lt Hour

1

World’s Sunday-school Convention . i

‘An Unjust Attack on Sunday-schools i

More and Worse, i

Girowth of the Home Department iv

How the Home Departinent Works in Mitehell, Ont iv
Opening and Closing Services v

International Bible Lessons 202

Primary Teachers” Department 240

I Shall Be Satistied (Music) 252

SIXTY CENTS SORONTO: SINGLE COPIES
A YEAR TeN CenTs

* WILLIAM BRIGGS *

Montreal: Halifax:

C. W. COATES « o« Publisher . « < S. F. HUESTIS




Recent Researcl Bible Lands: |
Its Progress an esulls,
. F. McCurdy, Ph.D., LL.D., and |
idited by Prof. Dr, Il|| n v
With maps and illustrations ... %1 50
and Gleams
' the Kast on Sacred Page.
By W, Clay Trumbull, Nlustrated
Friendship the Master-Passion,
By H. Clay Trawbull, An Ideal G.ft Book .. 3 00
The Knightly Soldier,
By H. Clay Trambull. A biography of Major
Henry Ward Camp,  [llustrated
The Impregnable Rock of
Holy Seripture,
tlicles written for the Sunday
II) the Rt. Hon, W, E. Glad-

2 50

|

stone, M. P, 10
Prayer: Its Nature and Scope. .

By H. Clay Trambull . e 078 )
In bulation: or, The lllmlulnz
of Trials,

Words of comfort are needed by eve 1y one,

By 1, Clay Trumbull . 073

The Divine Ovder of Human Socle

II\ Robert Ellis Thompson, 8.T.D., being the

« P. Btone Lectures for 1501, 100

Hints on Child Trainiy

By H. Clay Trumbull, series of articles

on the Wise Training of Children.. ... ~ 100
Beckonings from Little Hands.

huhl Studies in Child Li By Patterson

Du Bols sessnenes 198

C. W, e ()AIEF. Montreal.

ADVERTISEMENTS

A Valuable L-st of Books

By the publishers of the Sunday-School Times,

| Yale Lectur

for Ministers, Teachers and Bible Students.

The Polnt of Contact In Teaching.
A Plea for Little Children of the Sunday-
school. By P rson Du Bois, . -0 e

A Lie Never Justifiable: A Study

in Ethics.
By H. ¢

Trambuall .. .......,.. 100

s on the Sunday-School,

v
By H. Clay Trumbull, . ceeees 130

| Teaching and Teachers,

By H. Clay Trumbull 100
Teachers' Meetings: ‘Their Necessity
and Methods,

By H. Clay Trumbull . “ o 30
Hints on Bib ¢ Study

By H, Clay Trumbull, and others .0

: A Model Superintendent.

By IL. Clay Trumbull .. 100
The Blocd Covenant,

By H. Clay Trambull .. ...... eee 00
Kadesh-Barnea.

By H. Clay Trumbull rsatene B OW
Fishin' Jimmy,

By Annie Trumbull Slosson e 030

Principles and Practice.
By H. Clay Trombu'l. A series of brief
essavs in six volumes, tastefully bound in
cloth, and enclosed in a neat box. Set....

Light on the Story of Jonah,

By B0 Olay Boambuill ..o orsssiinesioisine 00
| Arnold’s Chart of Paul's Journeyings.
Prepared by C. E. Arnold, A.M. . e 090

WILLIAM BRIGGS - WESLEY BUILDINGS, - TORONTO, ONT.

8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax,

EASTER SERVICE 52555 cc 000, |

THE PRINCE VICTORIOUS l
Containing Songs, Recitations and Exercise, ete. [
By Alonzo Stone and Chas. A. Bechter, [

416 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 1
\

Single copy, 5 ots, Per 100, $1.00.
On sale at Methodist Book and Publishing House, Toronto,
I‘lenm mention this paper.

|
5
|

OLD STAMPS

Of all countries bought and sold. New or car
Old is:ues of Cavada and provinces
Enclose 6 half pumlv stamps for cirou'ars, instr
ete. I PAY SII I sell 100 stamps from all
countries, wuvt U, (no common onens for $1.00
1 000 Common h-relgn lmn all the world, 30 cents,

JOHN P, COOPER,
y U.S A. Lock Box No. 235.
New Eas
From Cross to Crown, """
I o+ Send 6 cents fu 'F & COpY ; the best out

\|l|l |l l ast \nﬂu s now rea 3 samiples for 2¢ stanp
The Echo Music O Ju., LaFayette, Indg

Red Bank

ALMA Giegec & youna
Coiiece & WOMEN |
: Principal Warner, St. Thomas, Ont-rlo
By F
Paul: A Herald of the Cross. X! Kimpieg,
author of ** Titus: A( mrade of the Cross,” and
*‘Stephen : A Soldier of the Cross,”
Paper, 50 cents ; cloth, $1.00, postpaid,
WILLIAM BRIGGS, Wesley Buildings, TORONTO

For Over Fifty Years
MRS. WINSLOW’'S

SO00THING SYRUP

has been used for children while teething. It sootk.
the child, softens the gums, allays all pain, cures win
¢ lie, re:{ulnu« the stomach and bowels, u.ri is the he
r mmh for diarthwa, Twe nty-five cenlu a bottle, Suli
by all dru:gimn throughout the worlq

1n ordering goods, or {n making fnquiry concerning

Publisher, aswell as the advertiser, by stating that you um the am “lisement in THE SUNDAY BCHOOL BANNER.

inthis M s WOu will oblige th

Vol

Th

Hallo
Wh

The d

The

A gen
And

* Hast
:

The,

I

“ 0 chi
1
The

£
How C
i

But |

And wi
They

Their ¢

h

They
tl

Only it
Their
he




Vol. XXXII RIL, 1898. No. 4.
ili And then they knew how strangely all

r. s

That Easter Twilight Hou e ol
. " e - Their spirits burnad within them as

BY MARTHA PERRY LOWE, he talked,

Hallowed forever be that twilight hour,'
When those disciples went upon their

way;
The deepening shadows o'er their spirits
lower,
The tender griefs that come with close
of day.

A gentle stranger tarried at their side,
And asked them sweetly why they were
80 sad.
" Hast thou not seen our Master cruci-
fied 7
They answered.
be glad ?”

“How can we again

“ O children,” said the Stranger, “ do you
read
The things which all the holy prophets
said—
How Christ would suffer and would die
indeed,
But yet should rise in glory from the
dead ?”

And when the little village came to view,

They said, * Abide with vs, for it is
late.”

S0 He went in and sat down with the

two,
And took the bread and blessed it ere
they ate,

Their searching eyes were fastened on
his face;
They caught the look, which chained
them as of old,
Only it wore diviner, loftier grace—
Their glorious risen Master they be-
hold !

Or listened to them with that very smile,
Explaining oft the Scriptures as they

walked,
They felt reward for all their bitter pain,
When, lo, he vanished softly from their
sight !

But they could never be 80 sad again,
Who had the memory of that blessed

night,
———mi
World's Sunday-school
Convention.

This Convention was
have been held in July,
sent writer arranged an excursion to
London for the benefit of Sunday-school
delegates wishing to attend this conven-
tion on that date, After his arrange-
ments, however, were too far completed
to be cancelled, the date of the conven-
tion was postponed for a year on account
of the Queen's Jubilee. An excursion
has been organized by the Executive
Committee of Sunday-school workers of
the United States from Boston to London
and back to Boston, by the Cunard
steamer Catelonia, cailing from Boston
on June 29th, at 5.30 a.m. The round
trip will cost from $90 each for four
persons in a state room, or $140 for two
persons in a state room. This is a little
more than the cost of the excursion last
year from Montreal back to Montreal,
which provided for two persons only in
a state room, but it is a very favourable
rate, and we are sure will be a very en-
Joyable excursion,

announced to
1897.  The pre-
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are unable to defend themselves against
his attack,

We quote as follows from Mr. Bok's
article, head-lines and all :

DECAY OF THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL.

The Average Sunday-school of To-Day Is
a Rebuke to Intelligence,

“I have in mind,” he says, “ not less
than twelve different men who are act-
ing as superintendents of our Sunday-
schools, Not one of these men has even
a suggestion of force; not a spark of
personal magnetism, not a personal pos-
session which goes to draw children to
him or to the school over which he pre-
sides. In five of these cases the men
have been failures in business; by men
in the outer world they are passed over,
and yet the church places them in posi-
tions which call pre-eminently for every
element which they so distinctly lack.”
Mr. Bok concludes his discussion with the
assertion that ‘‘the average Sunday-
school of to-day is a rebuke to intelli-
gence and a discredit to the church.”

Mr. Bok might have known—must have
known, unless he was wilfully ignorant—
that some of the most eminent and suc-
cessful business men in the United States
are d in Sunday-school work.

TORONTO, APRIL, 1898,

An Unjust Attack on Sunday-
schools.

Mr. Edward Bok, the editor of a very
widely circulated American magazine,
The Ladies’ Home Journal, in the March
number makes a sensational and unjust
attack upon the modern Sunday-school
and Sunday-school teachers.. In order
to give still wider currency to this un-
just and ungenerous attack, he prints it,
with other selections, in an editor's sheet
which he sends to his very large num-

There |s. for instance, B. F. Jacobs, a
successful real estate agent, of Chicago,
one of the originators with Bishop Vin-
cent of the International Lesson System
more than a score of years ago, who has
ever since given to it his best energies.
John Wannamaker, late Postmaster-
General of the United States, the head of
two of the greatest business enterprises
in Philadelphia and New York, has one
of the largest Sunday-schools in the
world; John T. Wattles, the publisher of
the Sunday-school Times, also, we be-
lieve, superintends a very large Sunday-
school. The late Mr. Reynolds left a
very successful business to devote him-
self exclusively to Sunday-school work.
Dwight L. Moody won his first laurels in
Sunday-school work.
In our own country, such successful
i men as Mr. J. W. Flavelle, Mr.

ber of h for reproduction. We
think that one of two things is true.
Either Mr. Bok has written this article
without due investigation and does not
know what he is talking about, or if he
does know he is guilty of a wholesale
libel upon a great army of devoted, self-
sacrificing, and successful workers, who

Fudger, Dr. J. J. Maclaren, Dr. W. B.
Willmott, Public School Inspector J. L.
Hughes, J. W. St. John, M.I'.P., Dr.
Stewart, W, H. Pearson, the late Senator
Ferrier, for fifty years superintendent of
James Street school; the late Lieutenant-
Governor Willmott, who said if he had
to choose between the Lieutenant-Gover-
norship and the superintendency of his

in the
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school, he would choose the latter; W,
Johnson, Esq., of Belleville, ex-Mayor
Kennedy, ex-Mayor MacMurrich, and
hosts of others.

Successful men have given their best
energies to Sunday-school work. Go to
any Sunday-school convention and yon
will find scores of successful business
men devoting their energies also to Sin-
day-school work,

It must be remembered also that fhis
levotion of two millions of teachers to
this work is a vast and voluntary unpaid
service, Not only is it unpaid, but the
teachers and superintendents pay large
sums of money for Sunday-school equip-
ment, for Sunday-school literature, by
which scores of Sunday-school magazines
and papers are sustained, and vast edi-
tions of such books as Hurlbut's and
Peloubet’s Sunday-school notes are called
for,

We have been touched to tears at the
sight of the hard-handed coloured men
in the Black Belt of the South—them-
selves born slaves, and forbidden to read
the Bible, teaching, with hearts aflame
With love, the lessons of the Gospel to
the coloured children in the schools—a
work that angels might honour, and the
best safeguard of the South from relapse
into barbarism, The best superintend-
ent we ever saw wAs in a coloured school
in the South,

A GLEAM oF COMMON SENSE,

There is a gleaw of common sense in
one remark Mr. Bok makes, namely, that
Women are, for the most part, better
teachers than men, That is true. As
a consequence, two-thirds of the teachers
in our Sunday-schools are women, and
many of them our most successful teach-
ers.  Take, for example, the late Mrs.
Nathan Jones, of Belleville, whose Bible-
class was one of the best ever organized
in Canada. Mrs, Dr. Crafts is another
marvellously successful Sunday-school
worker. The names of Miss Vale, Mrs.
Kennedy, Mrs, J, H. Knowles, Mrs. Jennie
M. Bingham, are before the churches.
There is also a great multitude, whose
names, unrecorded on earth, are written
in the Book of Life, We hope that the
next time Mr. Bok rides atilt against
one of the evils of the times he will find
i foeman better worthy of his steel than
that beneficent institution, the Sunday-
school,

In saying this we by no means imply
that the Sunday-school cannot be im-
proved. None are more convinced that

m
——
it can than the Sunday-school workers
themselves, and none are devoting so
much energy for this improvement,
With Sunday-school institutes, conven-
tions, supplemental lessons, and normal
courses, it is endeavouring to supply the
lack of the trained teaching that day-
school teachers enjoy.

“ Decay of the Sunday-school !”
has Mr. Bok been living ?
from a Rip Van Winkle
Sunday-school never was so energetic
and aggressive as it is to-day, and every
year sees new energy in this heroic
work. In June next a specially char-
tered Cunard steamer salls from Boston,
bearing a ship-load of Sunday-school
teachers to the great World's Convention
at London. A Sunday-school mission-
ary excursion round the world is pro-
Jjected to awaken enthusiasm in heathen
lands in this great agency. Most of the
additions to the church come through
the Sunday-schools, The church of to-
morrow—its best workers and teachers
and givers—are in the schools of to-day.
Hold your peace, M~ Bok, till you know
better what you are talking about,

.

‘o

Where
Is he waking
sleep ? The

More and Worse,

Since the above was written, The
Ladies’ Home Journal, containing the
full text of Mr. Bok’s article, which fills
the whole of a large page, has come to

hari. It is even more misleading and
unjust than the extracts sent out for the
press. He asserts that *the strength
of the Sunday-school is on the wane;"”
that “ the attendance is on the decrease;"”
that “the average Sunday-schogl is in a
state of mouldering decay;” that * of all
the stupid, dull, and almost lifeless in-
stitutions, the average Sunday-school of
to-day stands pre-eminently at the head;”
that “ whatever spirit it had seems to
have entirely left it, and if, as an in-
stitution, it rests to-day on embers in-
stead of living coals, the fault is its own.
It is leagues behind any other phase of
the church in all that appertains to a
live interest; it seems years removed
from the progressive spirit of the outer
world. Everything has passed and left
it behind;” that “ when the average boy
or girl reaches fifteen, and from that
along to twenty-one, the Sunday-school
of to-day is absoluiely unable to hold
them.” That is a foully strong indiet-

ment,
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Mr. Bok's cure for this alleged evil is
a rather curious one. It is “that wo-
men, and women alone, should be the
tezchers in Sunday-schools, but no wo-
man occupied in business during the
week, should, either of her own volition
or under pressure, allow herself to be
permitted to act as teacher in a Sun-
day-school. No superintendent should
ask such a woman to teach. No young
girls should be allowed to teach, but
women of mature experience, women of
leisure, women of culture, gentle women,
This is the only kind of woman who can
efficiently teach a child, and teach it
the highest truths from the right stand-
point.”

Of course, the school and church will

WELCOME ALL SUCH WOMEN
and rejoice in their help. It is doubt-
ful, however, if two millions of such can
be found to replace those devoted teach-
ers now toiling in the schools of this
continent, whom Mr. Bok insults as so
wretchedly defective, Some of the best
teachers we have ever known have been
busy men and women, who, toiling with
their hands or brains through the week,
study the lessons in their scanty leisure,
and find it a joy to impart the thoughts
that burned in their souls to their
scholars on Sunday.

“Teaching is an art,” says Mr. Bok.
So it is, but it is something else. It
is heart. And “it is the heart that
giveth grace to any art.” It is not
merely the learned head, but the loving
soul that wins other souls to the love of
Jesus.”

The schools are in a mouldering decay,
are they ? Mr. Bok could have referred
to the statistics of the Methodist or other
churches and found his egregious mis-
take. Opr schools in Canada reported
last quadrennium, an increase of 26,496, an
increase of over ten per cent. on the pre-
vious quadrennium. In all the churches
the schools are ever expanding in their
energies, and by means of the Home
Department, spreading from the schools
to the homes of the poor and neglected
in the ianes and alleys of the city, and
the backwoods and side lines of the
country,

—————————

The faithful pastor and the good
teacher confer benefits that no money
can pay for. Let us be thankful and
ZM? our thanks in fitting words and
eeds,

Growth of the Home Department.

It is very gratifying to notice the
rapid multiplication of Home Depart-
ment Sunday-schools throughout our
connexion. In a list which cannot be
at all complete we find 111 of such
schools. The largest attendance is at
Deseronto, with an enrolled membership
of 250, the next is Mitchell, with 228, the
next Queen Street, Kingston with 150,
the mnext Portland, St. John, N.B.,
with 149, the next St. John's West, New-
foundland, with 148, the next Galt, with
136. In Newdale, Maniwcha, is one with
100 members. That it is not necessary
to have such a large membership to
carry on such successful Home Depart-
ments is shown by a number of schools
of twenty or under, one or two even
having as few as four members. We
would be glad to hear from these schools
as to their success of management. In
this list of Home Department schools,
Montreal Conference comes first, having
33, next New Brunswick Conference, hav-
ing 19, next Hamilton Confrerence, hav-
ing 16, next Toronto Conference, having
14, next London, Bay of Quinte,
and Manitoba Conferences, having
each 8, next Nova Scotia and Newfound-
land Conferences, having each 2, and
next British Columbia Conference, hav-
ing one. .

T I

How the Home Department Works
in Mitchell, Ont.

We asked the Rev. J. W. Holmes, pas-
tor, for an account of their Home De-
partment, which the secretary reports
as numbering 228. Mr. Holmes replies
as follows :

All that is necessary to be said re our
Sunday-school Home Department may be
said in a few words :

‘“HOW WE STARTED 17.”

The superintendents and secretaries of
tha schools in che town met and con-
sulted how best to reach those who did
not attend the Sunday-school in their
different churches. The territory was
divided, and Visiting Committees ap-
pointed to find names of families (parents
or guardians) who did not come to the
Sunday-school, also children not attend-
ing. The names of those who con-
sented to study the lessons at home were
taken down. These were furnished
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——

with enevelopes (printed form) for col-
lection, cards for marking attendance,
and memory verses, and collection, same
as class work, also Lesson Helps for
study of the lesson, Standing Commit-
tees, of two or more, according to the
size of the ward, was appointed, to visit
and collect those envelopes and cards
quarterly, and they were included in the
quarterly report, The assistant super-
intendent of the Sunday-school is the
superintendent of the Home Department,

We have also a branch school in a

private house out in the township, four}
miles from town, which is worked in the

same way around it as a centre,

‘' HOW WE OVERCAME DIFFICULTIES, "

We have none, except the ordinary
difficulties found in any Christian work,

want of zeal, system, and persistence, |

These happily have not been allowed a
place.  No, not for a moment. The
work was begun, not 4s an experiment,
but as a department of work, feasible
and hopeful,

““HOW HAS IT SUCCEEDED gt

As well as any department of our
church work. Those in the Home De-
partment delighting in the work.

*‘ WHAT BENEFITS RESULT /"

To the families concerned—the habit
of a regular weekly study of the lesson,
and a growing love for the Bible,

The increased attendance of children
previously not coming to the Sunday-
school,

A more uniform interest in the church
services, and even an irregular attend-
ance, where there was no attendance at
all,

A systematic contribution to our funds
in envelopes, valued for the habit cul-
tivated even more than for the amount.

One difficulty to be avoided-—not to
make the work unnecessarily burdensome
on the regular visitors, say, in monthly
instead of quarterly collecting of envel-
opes and cards. One school | know of,
| which  commenced by the monthly
method, and it failed and was abandoned
and never resumed. It is quite enough
to visit for the collection of the funds
and attendance cards, memory verses,
| ete., when giving out the quarterly lesson
| helps.  Our Home Department is to our
Sunday-school workers a source of great
pleasure and profit,

- —— e

Good work produces the best results,

ORDER OF SERVICES-SECOND QUARTER.

OPENING SE

ICE.
1. Siuexce,
IL. ReSroNsIve Sextexces,
Suri.  God is our refuge and strength,
ScHoow. A very present help in trouble,
Sver.  Therefore will not we fear, though the
earth be removed,
Scuoon. And though the mountains be carried into
the midst of the sea ;
Surr.  Though the waters thereof roar and be
troubled,

3 + VL. Axxi
ScHooL.  Though the mountains shake with the LZ

swelling thereof,

Supr.  There is a river, the streams whereof shall
make glad the city of God,

Scuoo.  The holy place of the tabernacles of the
Most High,

Suer,  God is in the midst of her ; she shall not
be moved :

SonooL. God shall help her, anc. that right early,
1. Sixaina,
IV. The Tey COMMANDMENTS, OR THE ArosTLES' CREED,
V. Praven, followed by the Lord's Prayer in concert,
VI Sivaixa,

LESSON SERVE

L Cuass Stuny or tie Lessox,

IL. SiNa1Ne Lessox Hyyy,

1L Rciratiox of tig TiTLE, GOLDEN Text, AxD OvruiNe
by the school in concert,

IV. Review AND APPLICATION OF THE Lessox, by Pastor or
Superintendent,

V. SUPPLEMENTAL LEssoy. [Special lesson in the Church
Catechism may here be introduced, )

EMENTS [especially of the Church Service and
the Epworth League and week-evening Prayer
Meetings.]

CLOSING SERVICE,
L. Sixexe,

IL. Resroxsive Sextexces,
Suer, Lord, who shall abide in thy tabernacle ¢
ScHooL.  Who shall dwell in thy ho'y hily

Suver, He that walketh uprightly, and .corketh
righteousness, and speaketh the truth
in his heart,

!
l
|
|
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INTERNATIONAL BIBLE [.ESSONS.
SECOND QUARTER: STUDIES IN THE GOSPEL BY MATTHEW.

LESSON I. THE WOMAN OF CANAAN. | April 3,
GOLDEN TEXT. Then came she and worshiped him, saying, Lord, help me. Matt. 15, 25,

AUTHORIZED VERSION, | REVISED VERSION,
[Read Matt. 15, and 1 Kings 17, 1-24.] 21 And Je'sus went out thence, and withdrew
Matt. 16. 21-31. [ Comumit tomemory verses 25-28,] | 22 into the parts of Tyre and Si'don. And be-
2! “Then Je'sus went thence, and departed into hold, a Ca-naan-i'tish woman came out from
the coasts of Tyre and 8i'don, 1‘ those borders, and cried, saying, Have mercy
22 And behold, a woman of Ca'naan came out on me, O Lord, thou Son of Da'vid; my
of the same coasts, and cried unto him, sa h daughter is grievously vexed with a devil,
]In_vn mercy on me, O l"{""j thou Son of “', 23 But he answered her not a word. And his
my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil. | 2 : g
p g ¢ disciples came and besought him, saying, Send
23 But he answered her not a word, And his & 2
diseiple and besought him, saying, Send | 24 her away ; for she crieth after us.  But he an-
her away ; for she crieth after us, | swered and said, T was not sent but unto the
24 But he answered and said, I am not sent | 25 lost sheep of the house of Is'rael. But she
but unto the lost sheep of the house of Is'ra-cl. came and worshiped him, saying, Lord, help
25 Then came sho and worshiped him, saying, ' 26 me. And he answered and said, It is not
help me. meet to take the children’s bread and cast it
26 But he answered and said, It is not meet to 27 to the dogs. But she said, Yea, Lord : for
take the children’s bread, and to cast it to dogs. even the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall
27 And she said, Truth, Lord : Yet the dogs from their masters’ table. Then Je'sus an-
ll'ult Inf the crumbs which fall from their masters’ swered and said unto her, O woman, great is
i | thy faith : be it done unto thee even as thou
28 Then Je'sus answered and said unto her, O wilt, And her danghter was healed from that
woman, great is thy faith : be it unto thee even Hotn
a8 thou wilt,  And her daughter was made whole lour,
from that very hour. P And Je'sus departed thence, and came nigh
20 And Je'sus departed from thence, and came | Unto the sea "‘.““] I-lee ; and he went up in
nigh unto the sea of Gal'i-lee : and went up into a 30 to the mountain, and sat there, And there
mountain, and sat down there, came unto him great multitudes, having with
30 And great multitudes came unto him, hav- them the lame, blind, dumb, maimed, and
ing with them those that werelame, blind, dumb, many others, and they cast them down at his
maimed, :uul many others, and cast them down feet ; and he healed them: insomuch that the
at Je'sus’ feet : and he healed them : 4
| multitude wondered, when they saw the dumb
31 Insomuch that the multitude wondered,

when they saw the dumb tospeak, the maimed to S!wm,mm’ Hip lllilll!ll’,ll Wiole; #nd ”"t Isme
be whole, the lame to walk, and the blind to see: ! walking, and the blind seeing : and they glori-

and they glorified the God of Is'ra-el. | fied the God of Is'ra-el,

‘I'ime.—8pring and early summer of A, D. 20, | No. 126, New Canadian Hymnal.
Place.—The vicinity of Tyre and Sidon. Pare
allel Passage.—Mark 7. 24-37.

Home Readings,

M. The Woman of Canaan. Matt. 15, 21-31.

Tu. Cry of little faith. Matt, 14, 22-33,

W, According to faith, Matt. 9. 27-31. T am coming to the cross ;

Th. Anurgent plea. Luke 18, 35-43, Iam poor, and weak and blind.

F.  Faith commended. Luke 7, 1-10.

S, Salvation through faith. Rom. 10, 1-183, QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS.
8. Mark’s narrative, Mark 7. 24-30, 1. Great Faith, v. 21-28
. _ 9 V. 21-28,
Lesson Hynms. What journey did Jesus make ?
What w. jou . -
No.109, New Canadian Hymnal. e a;‘::;:l;‘nhy ct in withdrawing from Gal
#' 4 only touched the hem of his garment, Whence did the * woman of Canaan ' come ?
As to his side she stole. What evidence of faith in Jesus did she give ?

Lord Jesus, I long to be perfectly whole;
I want thee forever to live in my soul.

No. 123, New Canadian Hymnal.
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Why did Jesus make no answer »

What request did the disciples make ¥

Why ?

What reply did Jesus make ¥

How can you reconcile this with chap. 18, 11,

How did the woman strengthen her plea ¥
GoLpEN TEXT,

What apparent refusal did she meet ?

What evidence of great faith was then given ¢

How was her faith rewarded
2. Great Grace, v. 28-31,

How was grace shown to the woman of Ca-
naan ?

Where did Jesus then go ¢

How was grace here manifested ?

What effects followed this great grace ?

Give a like instance of faith and grace
history of Elijah,

in the

Teachings of the Lesson.

1. Carry your troubles to G “He careth
for you.” He sympathizes w human need,
leloves to be trusted, Call ¢ m ; tell him all
yonr cares and sorrows,

2. Delay is not refusal
“ Wait on the Lord, 1
disciples would have

h never worries,
swer is sure, The
send the woman

i he answered nothing at first to her cry. |

Yet she pleaded, humbly, earnestly, p
Lelievingly,

sistently,
May not we learn a lesson ¢

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDI ATE
SCHOLARS.

1. Great Faith, v. 21-28,

From what place did Jesus depart ?

To what region did he go »

Who followed him ?

What plea did she make ?

Did Jesus answer her ¢

What request did the diseiples make ?

To whom did Jesus say he was sent ¢

What was the woman’s prayer? GoLnex TexT,

What was Jesus’s reply ?

What evidence of great faith was thus given ¥

How was her faith rewarded ¢

What reasons can we suggest for our Lord’s
delay in granting her request ?
2. Great Grace, v, 28-31,

What at once happened to her daughter ?

What journey did Jesus make ?

Who sought him ?

What sort of people were brought to him ?

What did Jesus do for these people ?

How were the multitude affected by these mir-
acles ¥

To whom did they offer praise ?

Of what were these miracles a proof ¥ John

Practical Teachings,
Where in this lesson are we taught —
1. That prayer is the privilege of all the
needy ¢
', That true faith always brings blessing ¢
. That all good gifts are from God ?

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Why was Jesus not allowed to teach in the syn-
agogue ! He taught that an outside cloak
of religion was not enough.

What made the priests and Pharisees afraid ¢
To have the people follow him,

Where was Pheenicia ¢

Why did Jesus &0 away to this strange coun-
try? He wanted to have a little quiet
time,

What were the people of Phaenicia ¢

What good prophet was once sent to this land ¢
| The prophet Elijah,
} What did the people of Pheenicia worship ¢
The sun and moon and other things,

How did we know that some people from this
country had heard Jesus speak ¢
| What woman came crying afterhim ¢

What did she want Jesus to do ?
| How did he treat her ery for help ?

Did she become discouraged ¢
‘ Why not? She had great faith,
" What did Jesus mean by “dogse"
Jews called the Gentiles dogs.
l What does this woman teach us ?
| faith and patience,

Who came to Jesus after this ¢

What did he do for them ?

What will he do now for those who seek his
help ¢

The

To have

| THE LESSON CATECHISM.
(For the entire school.)

1. Why did Jesus go toward Tyre and Sidon ?
escape from the multitude,
« For what purpose ¥ To teach his discie
ples in private,
| 3 For what did a woman of Canaan follow
him and beg? Health for her afflicted
| daughter.
4. What did she say ?
| ¢ Then came she,? ete,
‘P 5. What was our Lord’s final answer ? ¢ RBe
it unto thee even as thou wilt,”

6. What was the secret of this woman’s power
with our Lord ? Her persistent, faithful
prayer.

| 7 When Jesus returned to Galilee what did

GoLDEN  Text:
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he do to great multitudes of lame, blind, dumb,
maimed, and sick persons ¢ He healed them
all.

NEW CHURCH CATECHISM,

1. Who made you ?
God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and

arth,
Genesisi. 1. In the beginning God created the

e

heaven and the earth. 27. So God created man in
his own image, in the image of God created he
him ; male and female created he them.

Acts xiv. 15. And saying, Sirs, why do ye these
things? We also are men of like passions with you,
and preach unto you that ye should turn from these
vanities unto the living God, which made heaven,
and earth, and the sea, and all things that are
therein.

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
BY J. L. HURLBUT, D.D,
How to Come to Christ.

To pray and not to faint, Luke18 1,
Instant in prayer. Rom, 12, 12.

1. ComE EVERYBODY,
A woman of Canaan came, v, 22,
A Greek, a Syropheenician.  Mark 7. 26,
re is neither Jew nor Gireek.  Gal. 3, 28,
II. Come N TROUBLE,
My daughter is grievously vered. v. 22,
Casting all your care. 1 Peter 5.7,
Cast thy burden upon the Lord. Psalm 55, 22,
11, Come BoLpLy,
Came. ., .evied unto him, v, 22,
Come boldly unto the throne, Heb. 4, 16,
We have boldness and access,  Eph. 3, 12, VIL. Come SuccEssPULLY,
IV. CoME PERSISTENTLY Be it.. . .cven as thow wilt, v, 28,
Ask, and it shall be given you, Matt. 7. 7.
This poor man cried. Psalm 34, 6,

V. COME SUBMISSIVELY,
The dogs eat of the erumbs, v, 27,
L....but dust and ashes, Gen. 18, 27,
Would not liftup....hiseyes. Luke 18, 13,
VI. Come witn Farra,
Greal is thy faith, v, 28,
Ask in prayer, believing, Matt, 21, 22,
Cometh to God....believe, Heb, 11, 6,

Answered her ot a word, v, 23,
L not sent, v, 24,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
BY ROBERT K. DOHERTY, PH.D.

Soon after the death of John the Baptist our Lord wrought two miracles—he fed the five thou-
sand with a few loaves and fishes and walked on the waves ; and he pronounced two discourses—
one recorded by John (6, 22-71), on the bread of life preserved for us, and one to be found in Matt
15 and Mark 7, on eating with unwashen hands. This brings us to April, A. D, 29, during which
month, if our conjectured dates are correct, Jesus retired into northern Galilee and a little later
into Pheenicia, - To us, accustomed to the long distances of Canada such a journey on foot as our
Lord probably took seems short, for not much more than a day may have been required to walk
from his home in Capernaum to the home of the woman of Canaan, To his followers this retire-
ment would seem politic, The excitable people, ready at any moment to rebel against Herod and
proclaim Jesus as their king, had suddenly forsaken him because he declared that his kingdom
was not temporal, but spiritual ; Herod was suspiciously watching his movements, and the religious
authorities were conspiring for his overthrow. There was very evident danger in Galilee, Then,
oo, a brief sojourn in Pheenicia might be expected to give the Lord a better opportunity than he
could have in Galilee to instruct his disciples in spiritual truth. In every miracle that he wronght
and in almost every ordinary event of his life Jesus was now teaching profound truths, Already in
memorable words he had placed Tyre and Sidon on the same level before God with Chorazin and
Bethsaida. By visiting them he shows in act what he had already stated.

Verse 21. Jesus went thence, From Ca- | borders Jesus could carry on his mission to the
pernaum.  Departed. Withdrew. Into the |lost sheep of the house of Israel. Tyre and
consts [parts] of Tyre and Sidon. Pheeni- Sidon, its two great capitals, with a fame reach-
cia, the nearest national neighbor to Palestine, | ing far back through the centuries, were at this
overflowed with Jews, so that even within its | time populous and actively commercial, They
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stood twenty-one miles apart. Mark tells us |
that Jesus passed directly through Sidon, He |
sought seclusion, but “ could not be hid,” |

22. Behold. “See!™ The next incident is '
striking and notable, A woman of Canaan.
* A Greek, a Syropheenician by nation,” Mark’s
description, expresses in other words the same
fuct.  “Canaan” means the same as “ Low- |
lands,” applied to the south of Scotland, and
‘ Netherlands,” applied to Holland., Though |
down to our own time the term has been applied
to all Palestine, it was at first confined to the
low plain, between sea and highlands, known as
Phaenicia.  To be a Canaanite or “*8yrophwni-
cian" was to be hereditarily outside the holy
brotherhood of Israel ; to be a ¢ Greek " was to
be a pagan in belief and behavior, The wor-
ship of Baal and Ashtoreth, with modifieq
names and beautified ceremonies, but not one |
whit purified, still prevailed. Even more than
most ancient religions, this was a deification of
moral corruption, The same coasts, The
Revised Version gives us a literal translation,
“those borders,” a phrase which has led some
to believe that Jesus was still within the bounds
of Galilee ; but “ going out from " refers prob-
ably to a house or village. Have mercy on
me.  As we hear this plaintive Cry we recogni
that this woman identifies, with a mother's fe
ing, her daughter’s afictions as her own,
father of the lunatic child (Mark 9. 22) prayed, !
“Have compassion on us and help s, put-
ting himself beside his child, which is, per-
haps, where a father's instinets would place him ;
but the mother feels that she and her child are
Her confidence in the power of this He-
brew wonder-worker is noteworthy., But she
may have known much about him, for, according
to Luke, some that heard the sermon on the
plain and who were cured at its close came |
from Pheenicia. Thou Son of David. This}
Popular title for the Messiah hailed him to whom
it was given as heir to the Hebrew throne. My [
daughter is grievously vexed with a devi . J
Dr. Marvin R. Vincent translates this literally, |
‘“is badly demonized.” From Mark we Ivnrn“
that the demon was unclean, by which is prob- l‘
ably meant that it led its vietim into foul habits, |
It is easy to ask questions about demoniacal pos-
session which nobody can answer. Our safest |
course is to note carefully the facts which are
presented by the gospels, and not to venture far-
ther than those facts, Those possessed with
devils are carefully distinguished in the New
Testament from lunatics ; and the devils which
Possessed men are distingnished from that
devil who tempted our Lord. 8o prevalent was
this affliction that a class of professional men

e
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had arisen who undertook to expel devils by
medical recipes and charms,

23. He answered her not word, And
this silence was a refusal, presently made plainer
by words. As to why Jesus refused we may
only reverently conjecture, While the woman
had strong belief in our Lord’s miraculons
power, as is plainly shown by her appeal, she
probably had not that supreme faith that wag
needed to claim this Supreme blessing ; and Je-
Sus may have refused to give her what she
asked because it was impossible for her to re-
ceive it, By her steadily-increasing faith she
became at length, according to Paul’s logie, one
of the “sheep of the house of Israel ;" and im-
mediately received the blessing. Send her
away 3 for she crieth after us. To under-
must put ourselves in the
place of an oriental, which it is always difficult
fora Canadian or a European to do, “Send
her away  with us would mean “send her away
in
Anglo-8axon countries it is not complimentary
to a man to have beggars follow him { if they
have a claim upon him, it is his place to relieve
them, and if they have no claim, he should not tol-
erate them, But inthe East the glory of a man is
enhanced by the number of beneficiaries he has,
and the wealthy are everywhere followed by
flocks of suppliants, who are never sent away
except by the granting of their requests, That
this explanation is correct seems evident from
our Lord’s reply.

24. He answered, Answered his disciples,
I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of
the house of Israel, Although God so loved
the world that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should have
everlasting life, we must remember that that
only begotten 8on was not in his own person the
apostle of the Gentiles, He was emphatieally
the Redeemer of Isracl; and as Paul repeatedly
and beautifully argues, all the believing Gentiles
become children of Abraham—and adopted into
Isracl—not by formal proselytism, but by faith
in Christ.

25. Worshiped him. Prostrated herself be-
fore him, 8he doubtless heard all that had been
said by the disciples and by the Baviour,

26, It is not meet. It is not fitting. "The
children’s bread. The * children " were the
Jews—children of God. The ““bread " was their
spiritual food, of which miraculous ministra-
tions would be esteemed as most valuable. To
cast it to dogs. This language, harsh as it
sounds to us, was probably familiar, “colloqui-
al,” to the woman. There was no intentional
scorn in it, though, as has been wisely said, ““it

I
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emphasized an actual distinction,” In all ages
professors of discarded religions have, in oriental
phraseology, been called “ dogs ;" £o Eastern
Christians now call Mohammedans ; so Moham-
medans call Christians ; so both call Jews. But
the distinction generally held in mind is not so
much between dogs and men (as would be the case
if a Canadian called another a dog) as between
dogs and sheep,  For in rural parts of the Ori-
ent sheep might almost be classed as domestic
animals, while dogs roam houseless and owner-
less, wild and unclaimed, typical outsiders,
This woman by mentioning the children gives a |
new turn to the phrase * stooping to conquer.” |

27. Truth, Lord. She shows no resent-
ment, and does not regard her dignity as hurt
by being called a dog. **Taking her place con-
tentedly among the dogs, she still claims Jesus
as her Master and asks for the crumbs of his
merey."—Pluinptre,

28. Greatis thy faith. It was sogreat asto
change the entire conditions of the case, and
bring her in among the children. Read Rom., 4.
16. However the words of Jesus sound to us,
from the woman’s answer it is evident that to
her they showed sympathy. Be it unto thee
even as thou wilt. Mark gives us another
precious sentence uttered by our Lord, “ Go thy
way ; the devil is gone out of thy daughter.”
Her damghter was made whole from that

Yeme®1. Coastsof Tyre and Sidon, Phe-
nicla. For many centuries an independent nation,
but at this time a part of the province of Syria
and so called Syrophenicia. The country was
still, as it had been during its long history, a great
commercial center, and its chief emporiums were
Tyre and Sidon, by which names the whole shore
was frequently called. Jesus went. This was
not amissionary journey, in which Jesus intended
to extend his kingdom among the Gentiles.
Mark distinetly says (7.24) that he desired no one
to know of his presence. The purpose of this
journey was seclusion with his disciples that he
might prepare them for the great tragedy that
Was goon to ocenr at JHFIU‘&I'I‘"L

22. A woman of Canaan. Mark says, “ The
woman was a Greek ” (7. 26). She was by blood a
descendant of the ancient inhabitants of the
promised land—a people whom God had pro-
nounced accursed and doomed to utter destruc-
tion (Deut. 7. 1, s¢.). She was by culture a Greek.
For ever since Alexander conquered Tyre Greek
culture prevailed in Phaenicia. A Pheenician in
citizenship, a Canaanite in blood, a Greek in cul-

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

very hour, Mark says, “ When she was come
to her house she found the devil gone out, and
her daughter laid upon the bed.” A beautiful
lesson of God’s universal mercy is taught by this
incident. 1In al! this world of sorrow and sin
there is not anyone so low, so utterly cast out
from religious privileges, so absolutely lost to
goodness, but he may “eat of the children’s
crumbs ;" and his exercise of will and faith will
positively be accepted by God, and his fullest
blessing be given, even though unchristian Chris-
tians look on the returning penitent with scorn,

29. Jesus departed from thence. Walk-
ing straight through the streets of Sidon (Mark).
Went up into a mountain, Into a moun-
tainous country, probably southeast of the Sca
of Galilee. His journey, along the shore of the
Mediterranean Sea, up through the mountain
passes of Hermon, and southward on the east
side of the lake, involved three or four consecu-
tive days’ travel through heathen lands,

30. Great multitudes came unto him.
The customs of the land made it easy for crowds
to gather. Cast them down. With rapidity ;
there were 8o many that each had to take his turn
quickly.

31. They glorified the God of Israel.
Thinking for the moment less of the marvelous
prophet than of the marvelous love of the God
who had sent him,

ture, she was by birth and education the very
farthest removed from the hope of Israel. Thou
Son of David. Other nations were not ignorant
of the Jewish expectation of the Messiah who was
the chosen of Jehovah to be king over all nations.
But they certainly had no true conception of his
divine mission as a Saviour. He was, according
to their idea, “the Son of David ”—a king—
rather than ‘““the Son of God”—a Redeemer.
Have mercy on me. The mother’s love
makes the daughter’s affliction her own. Thus
Jesus by the breadth of his sympathy makes all
guilt and human woe his own. *Surely he hath
carried our sorrows,”

23. Answered not a word. A thingso un-
usual in him, who was quick to respond to every
cry of distress, as to surprise even his disciples,
But it is to be ohserved that he did not stop her
ery. Itiscertain from the first he didnot intend to
refuse her. IHe delayed for a purpose which ap-
pearsin the sequel ; namely, to teach his disciples
the true relation of the Messianie kingdom to the
Gentile world. Send her away. The Greek
word apoluein means *“to release "’ from any tie
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or burden, “to give liberty.” The disciples in-
terceded for the woman, Whatever may have been
their idea of the exelusive privileges of Israel,
their sympathy or their fear (Mark 7. 24) would
grant an exception in this particular instance,
But an emotional impulse is not a sufe law for
those who are to be the great teachers in the new
kingdom. They must have a clearly-defined prin-
ciple which expresses the thought of God. Hence
Jesus did not do at once what he purposed to do
later,

21.
Isrnels  For reasons hidden in the
God it was ordained that the Me
ministry was to be confined to Israel. He him-
self fully recognized this decree, It was for this
reason that he cut short the work that came to
him unsought in Samaria (John 4, 40) and for-

counsels of

bade his disciples to cross the border of the |
He was to be “a min- |

Holy Land (Matt. 10. b).
ister of the circumeision for the truth of God, to
confirm the promises made unto the fathers”
(Rom, 15. 8). To have made common cause with
the Gentiles would have been to alienate Israel
against him forever. It woula have been a prac-
tical rejection of God’s people before they had
been given an opportunity, Worse than that it
would have been for him to ignore that plan of
sulvation by which God had been working
through all the centuries, and for which Israel
alone had been prepared by the law and the proph-
ets.  This principle Paul ualso clearly taught
and practiced—* the Jew first »* (Rom. 2. 10),

26. It is not meet, Many manuseripts
lave a stronger word—ezestin, **1t is not per-
mitted.””  But as Lange and others say, “ Thisisa

glos: It certainly is not in harmony with the
spirit which sweetens this entire verse, Mark
says (7. 27) that Jesus prefaced this remark with

““Let the children first be filled.” This is not a
positive refusal. It rather awakens hope, that
after those for whom the table was set are sat-
isfied then she can have a share of what is left,
Dogs.  The Jews were accustomed to call the
heathen “dogs.” But while using this figure,
Jesus softens it so as to turn a repulse into an
encouragement,  IHis word is kunaria, *‘little
dogs,” distinguishing them from the homeless
dogs of the streets, They are the domestic dogs,
Which certainly shall be fed in their time. The
word “meet " is more in harmony with the spirit
of Jesus, which throbs in every word of this re-
ply.

27. Truth, Lord. It was Jesus himself who
Suzgested the hope to the woman’s heart. She
graspsit at once and turns what might have been
a hopeless prohibition into an argument for her
cause. Yet (Kai gar). A better rendering is

tto the lost sheep of the honse of

ssiah’s earthly |

‘“for indeed.” 1Itis as if she had said, ““ Just so,
for the dogs do, indeed, get the crumbs.” The
inference is, *“ I will get my wish and prayer.”
This is not a triumph of wit, by which ‘“she
| snares Christ in his own words,” — Luther, Itis
the discernment of the spiritual mind, n the
agony of her great want saw deeper into the
| meaning of the historic dogma than many
a learned scribe. The seribe would make the
j dogma mean salvation forthe Jew. Shesaw and
|in her effective way uttered in the hearing of
Jesus’s disciples the ve y thing he wished them
to learn—salvation is * fipst for the Jew, but
afterward for the Gentile,

28. Greatisthy faith, By the delay of Jesus
in answering her prayer the woman was brought
| in a condition of mind and heart by which she
| herself became a spiritual child of Abraham, She
received a double blessing—her own salvation
and her daughter’s cure,

29«31, From the coast of Tyre, where he had
" wrought but one cure, Jesus returned to Galilee,
| where he wrought them in great numbers, Thus
| he accentuates the doctrine of the lesson : (1)
| That salvation is through Israel by the plan of
God. (2) It is first for Israel in the Messiah
whom he had sent ; but theirs only on the re-
sponse of their faith, (3) It was for Gentiles
who by an exceptional faith were the recipients
of grace. (4) In the failure of Israel to respond
lm their privileges the divine nomination would
| be alienated from the chosen people and directed
to the Gentiles,

Thoughts for Young People,
Concerning Trouble.

1. Everywhere there are people in trouble, Jesus
had found them among the Jews, now he finds
them among the Gentiles, They are to be found
| to-day in the Church and out of it, among the
rich and the poor, but sometimes the bitterest
’(rnul)le is concealed and unsuspected, and the
\’troubled ones are not found at all by human
search. Bereavement, disappointment, poverty,

| Sore conscience, ill-health, the wickedness or un-

| faithfulness of others—these are only a few of
the causes of the pains and woes of our brothers
and sisters,

2o Most of our trouble comes, directly or indireetly,
Jrom the fact that there are devils in this world, The
demon of aleohol, the demon of lust, the demon
of a violent temper, the demon of greed—how
many people these grievously vex! We may not
have nowadays exactly the same sort of demoni-
acal possession which cursed Palestine in the days
of our Lord, but the demons are here, neverthe-
less. They possess the bodies, minds, and souls
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of many, and there are few thoughtful people
who are not able to reckon among the chief
causes of their earthly sorrow and pain the sad
fact that somebody in some way related to or
connected with them is grievously vexed with a
devil,

3 We may bring all our trouble to Jesus, sure that
he will have sympathy, cven though his followers have
nol. 8o far as the record shows, no sorrow ever
came to his notice with which he did not deeply
sympathize, and which he did not try to relieve.
Many sincere followers of Jesus fail to copy his
example in this. They sympathize with all sorts
of sufferers, excepting only the poor people who
are grievously vexed with devils, ‘It is their
own fault,” they say, which is often true, but
they forget that the man whose heartaches are
caused by his own fault is the man of all men
decpest in need of sympathy.

A Let us not be discouraged if onr prayer is not
at onece answered. Do not be deceived by apparent
delay. ** He that tarrieth will come and will not

Our Lord not only sympathizes, he re-
He brings joy to the troubled by curing
their woes,

“Depend on him ; thou cans’t not fail ;
Make all thy wants and wishes known
Fear not ; his merits must prevail :
Ask but in faith, it shall be done.”

Orientalisms of the Lesson.
BY J. T. GRACEY, D.D,

The woman of Canaan who now approached
the Master was a heathen Pheenician, and to dis-
tinguish her people from that mixed race which
was half African and half Pheenician the
Romans invented the word Syrophanician, or
that part of the Phaenician people who had min-
gled with the Syrians—half Pheenician and half
Syrian. Pheenicians were called Canaanites,
much as Englishmen are called Britains, Canaan
means ““ the low lands,” or that fertile strip of
country “ from ten to fifteen miles in breadth and
ene hundred and fifty in length shut in by the
snow-capped peaks of Lebanon and the sca,
stretching from the bay of Antioch to the prom-
ontory of Carmel."—Sayce. The Egyptians called
it ““the land of the palm,” which was translated
by the Greeks as Phaenike. The name was after-
ward extended to denote the whole districts of
Palestine inhabited by kindred tribes. The in-
habitants of the Phanician cities became fisher-
men, traders, and colonists, Most of the tribes
comprehended under the title of Canaanites in
the Old Te were really Pheenici Pro-
fessor Sayce says the Hebrews had the same an-

cestors as the Pheenicians, and at the time of the
conquest the Canaanites only differed from the
people they expelled in being * rude nomads in-
stead of caltivated citizens.” Their religion cen-
tered in the worship of the sun god, adored as
the giver of light and life, or the god of fire and
summer heat, to be appeased by human sacrifice,
Each aspect of the sun god had its own name
and became a separate divinity. Each had its
double in a female power. The religion was im-
pure and cruel, reflecting the sensualism of
nature. The vilest crimes became a part of their
worship, and the Canaanite would destroy his
child, maim himself, or become the victim of con-
secrated lust to appease his gods.

At a time when the carrying of the Gospel to
the Gentiles had not yet been inaugurated it was
a bold plea that this Canaanite woman made for
help from this recognized prophet of the Hebrew
religion. She herself apprehended the moral and
religious contrast between the Baal worship of
her nation and the pure monotheism of the He-
brew, and speaks of the Phaenician race and re-
ligion as worthy of being despised, as all orien
tals despised a common street dog, which they
consider a nuisance, though he is a necessity,
Van Lennep tells us how they throw stones at
him, attack him with a stick, and curse him, The
buteher finds it convenient to cast out to him th
refuse of his shop, and as he is the only scaven-
ger, the housewife will stand at the door and call
the dogs to consume the remains of the family
meal, which she scrapes out of a copper sauce
pan. She even encourages a particular favorite
to lie down beside the door or in a corner of her
yard. Van Lennep says that there were both un-
accountable ill-treatment and excessive tolera-
tion of the dog; ‘‘even the sportsman and the
shepherd, who would not part with his dog under
any consideration, never pet him, but keep him
at adistance, and this feeling prevails not among
the devout or superstitious alone, but with free
thinkers and the irreligious as well.”

By Way of Illustration,
BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM,

A silent Christ.  There are two verses in Isaiah
which are a good comment on this lesson: 5. 7,
“For a small moment have | forgotten thee, but
with great mercies will I gather thee ;** and 30, 15,
“Therefore will the Lord wait, that he may be
gracious unto thee.” In a little book called Fr-
pectation Corner we are led into the Lord’s treas-
ure house and are shown the *“ Delayed Blessings
Office,” where God keeps certain things prayed
for until the best time comes to send them, We

must learn that delays are not denials.
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Mr. Moody said his little boy called to him one
day, * Papa, I want a drink,” and then he went
on with his play, and his father, not believing
that the child really was in carnest, kept on with
his reading. Soon the child spoke again, * Papa,
I want a drink.” But still he kept on with his
play unconcernedly and his father read on. Pres-
ently he left his toys and came and took hold of
his father’s knees and said, earnestly, ““ Papa, I am
thirsty. I must have a drink.” “Then,” said
Mr. Moody, “as soon as I saw that the child
meant what he said I granted his request speed-
ily.  The fervent prayer brings answers,”

Prevailing prayer, Before Jacob's great victory
he abandoned the posture of defense and resist-
ance, and fastened himself on to the angel, as a
terrified child clasps its arms tightly around its
father's neck. Thut is a glad moment in the his-
tory of the human spirit when it throws both
arms around the risen Saviour, and hangs on
him, and will not let him go. It is the attitude
of blessing. It is the posture of power, It is
the sublime condition in which Christ will whis-
per his own new name, which no man knoweth,
save he that receiveth it.—F. B, Meyer,

A modern example. In a mission chapel in
Peking, China, where a prayer service was being
held, a poor cooly came and knelt. He was so
Ignorant and stupid that it seemed he could not
understand even the simple Gospel message,
While others were rejoicing he continued plead-
ing the name of Jesus, which was all the prayer
hie knew.  Boon he arose with a happy face, stam-
mering out, “I am nothing but a poor, stupid
cooly. T have no learning, no rank, no silver,
but in my heart’s center I have an unable-to-
speak-it-out joy.” The poor heathen in China as
well as the poor heathen of Canaan had prevailed
in prayer,

The right to pray belongs to the human race,
and for the sole reason that they are God’s chil-
dren. We are not to suppose that some accident
of birth or condition bestows upon us this privi-
legze. Wherever there is a human soul there is
God also.  Did not Corneling’s prayers go up to
God? and yet Cornelius was a heathen. Did not
Nineveh pray and turn to God ¢ and yet Nineveh
Was an outside, licentious, darkened, pagan city,
whose religion was idolatry, and offensive to Is-
racl.—E. S, Tead.

Verse 28, Weakness has a royalty all its own,
What makes the dependent baby the king and
tyrant of a household ? Its very helplessness, A
whole village will arise at night to seek a lost
child. An entire community will be aroused at
the wrongsof a child, Her cry of pain calls those

strong and busy men from their work as a bugle
calls the soldier to the field. The lone heathen
woman has taught us that it js the touch of
weakness and faith that guides the divine arm to
its help,”

Verses 30 and 81, Miracles, 1f there is a per-
sonal God, it is as natural that he should work a
miracle, for sufficient reasons, as it is that the
owner of a factory should interfere to suve a child
who is caught in the machinery. If Jesus was
the 8on of God, the power to work miracles was
& natural accompaniment. He bears the same
relation to the powers of nature that a watch-
maker does to the watch when he sets the hands

to the right time. Without miracles it cannot be
shown that Jesus is the Son of God, for part of
the characteristics natural to such a being would
be wanting. An ambassador from a foreign
country must carry in word and deed the distin-
guishing marks of his country,—=Select Notes,

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

BY MRS. J, H, KNOWLES,

Jesus had been teaching in Galilee and doing
many miracles. The people had thronged about
him eager to touch but the hem of his garment ;
and it is said of this wonderful Saviour “ as
many as touched him were made perfectly
whole.” The scribes and Pharis €8, represent-
atives of that critical spirit which scarches for
the least flaw in the conduct of Christ ians rather
than to rejoice in the saving power of the Gospel

among the poorest and most needy, accused him
of sin because he and his disciples had broken
the Jewish tradition by eating with unwashed
| hands. Hypocrisy always called out the keencst
rebukes of Jesus, while the sin of publicans and
harlots awoke his divine compassion. He told
| these cold crities that the teaching of doctrines
and commandments of men was vain worship ;
outward observances were nothing except as
they represented inward faith and purity, and
that the heart was the source of evil in the life,
They were offended at his close, personal teach-
ing, and, as he always does, Jesus turned from
those who were weary of his words and went
out from their country into the coasts of the
heathrn—to the people who, though they had not
even the outward form of true wosship, were
at least not hypocrites, Suddenly upon the
scene appears this woman of Canaan. Let us
&0 into her home, One day there had come into
her life the mystery of motherhood. With the
birth of her little daughter sweet hope, promise,
expectation, wakened in the mother-heart. How
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much life meant to her now in the unfolding pos-
sibilities of her beautiful child! But a shadow
falls across the sunshine of that home. The
child’s intellect is darkened ; she has strange,
perverse ways ; she seems alienated from the one
wholoves her best,  Reason cannot control her ;
remonstrance does no good ; the child is hope-
lessly under the influence of evil, which destroys
every bright and beautiful 1/ing in life. Every
remedy is tried, and fails,. We can well imagine
the anxious days and sleepless nights of that
heartbroken woman, How many, many hearts
carry through the years a sorrow for which no
human help can be found ! But she has heard of
the Healer, the friend of the needy who had done
great things among his own people, and she
thought, “He may do something for me if I tell
him how sore is my need.” 8o, with that direct-
ness and simplicity which mark real prayer,
she cries (a cry comes from the heart, words
may come only from the lips),  Ilave mercy upon
me, O Lord, thou Son of David, my daughter is
grievously vexed with a devil.” Never before
was the compassionate Baviour known to turn
away unheeding such a cry. But O, to this poor
suppliant he answered not a word! His disci-
ples prayed him to answer and send her away.
But they must be taught, too, as he had taught
the Pharisees, that circumeision is of the heart,
not in the outward rite; and he would give this
poor heathen the opportunity to prove herself a
daughter of Abraham by her faith in him, And
grandly did she prove it. Repulsed again and
again, she was too much in earnest and too sin-
cerely humble to be discouraged. * Truth, Lord,”
she said, “ I have no right to ask anything of thee,
but thou wilt not refuse the ecrumbs of thy merey.”

‘“ Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the |

kingdom of heaven.” Jesus answered, “ 0,
woman, great is thy faith, be it unto thee even
as thou wilt.” The story is told for us. Is there
a ery in your soul, for gin, or trouble, your own
or that of another? Bring it with directness
and simplicity to Jesus. Say, “ Lord, help me ;
everything clse has failed; I give up trying to
help myself, or to get help from any human
source apart from thee. Thou canst help.”
Faith may be tested ; but Jesus heard this wom-
an all the while, though the answer was delayed.
He waits, but he hears! What a sublime quality
of soul must faith be, that God should test and
prove, and develop it as he does, O the bless-
edness of learning through the delays in answer
to prayer that God’s way is best ; that his love
and faithfulness never fail; and that strength,
comfort, and great spiritual riches come through
the trial of our faith, which is more precious than
gold which perisheth | '

The Teachers' Meeting.

The event we study marks an epoch in the
Baviour’s ministry—the retirement from Galilee,
its causes. ... I. A delightful period of the life of
Jesus, which modern scholars are fond of calling
“the Year of Popularity,” was just closing. (The
word * year” in this connection is used loosely ;
none of the historic divisions of our Lord’s life
were exactly twelve months in duration.) The
“Year of Opposition,” on which he was now en-
tering, was to be—though none of his disciples
believed it—the last yearof his life. It may be
said to have been begun by this journey into
heathendom ; during its busy months he traveled
farther and faster than he had ever gone before,
and he and his disciples had everywhere to face
the most vindictive hostility....Il. Draw a map
of the regions visited during this period. Note
his journey—along .ae northern edge of Galilee
to the seacoast ; then slowly northward ; straight
through the streets of Sidon ; eastward by moun-
tain passes through the Hermon range; then,
curving southward and approaching the IHoly
Land, through pagan regions east of the Sea of
Galilee ; ““ up into a mountain * region southeast
of that sea....III. The Canaanite woman, her
false religion, her belief in the prophetic powers
of Jesus, the spirit in which she sought Christ,
herself the first fruits of Gentile salvation. Find
from her example who may come and how to
come to Christ....1V. The traits of Christ re-
vealed in this lesson: (1) Unobtrusive, seeking
retirement, but attracting notice, *a city sct
upon a hill;” (2) Sympathetic, his sympathy
all the more fully revealed by the thin veil of ap
parent harshness, the needy everywhere drawn to
him, broad and unsectarian in his views; ()
With keen insight he saw the wealth of this
woman’s love and faith ; (4) Divinely gracious,
he encouraged and answered prayer, Jesus will
always do better than he promises,

Before the Class.
BY GEORGE W, PEASE.

Introduction, The lessons of the last quarter
dealt with some of the characteristics of a tru:
Christian life. The lessons of this quarter, con-
tinuing our study in Matthew’s gospel, present
some great truths, a knowledge of which is essen
tial to the largest results in Christ’s service. The
lessons for this month teach us of the Power of
Prayer, the Resurrection of Jesus, the Truc
Source of Strength, and True Forgiveness.

Jesus had retired to the regions round about
Tyre and Sidon, for rest for himself and his dis-
ciples, and while in this district the events of our
lesson occurred. These events broadened the dis-
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ciples’ view of the mission of Jesus, and taught | world, nor as the shepherd seeking solely the lost
them the great lesson of the power of prayer sheep of Israel, but as the great shepherd of all ;
which rests upon an abiding faith, and wherever he found his sheep, whether in the
Development of the text, The lesson to-day is a | Jewish or the Gentile worid, he would be a shep-
touching lesson on the Power of Prayer. Put ] herd unto them, The reward of faithful, earnest
upon the board this subject, with the words prayer is now given, (1) In the approval of the
Prayer Offered, Prayer Tested, and Prayer R«--! Lord. “0 Woman, great is thy faith,” which
warded. Under these three main heads place the [ must have sounded very sweetly to her after the
thoughts as they are developed. seemingly harsh words to which she had just
L. Prayer offered. Note in the offering of this | listened. (2) In the granting of her petition—
prayer that it was offered, (1) In the spirit of [ *“ Be it unto thee even as thou wilt,” There was
worshipful acknowledgment, The woman knew | no further delay in the matter, for “her daugh-
something of Jesus's claims, as is evident from | ter was made whole from that very hour,”
her words, and readily acknowledges them, (2)In Specifie application, In addition to what has
the spirit of humility, She recognized her posi- , already been suggested in the text-development
tion and condition, and demanded nothing, but ’ bring out the thought of the double answer to
humbly sued for mercy. (3) In the spirit of trust, | our prayers, the subjective and the objective,
She showed her trust not only in his power, but | There is always a gain in prayer in its influence
in his love. (4) In the spirit of definiteness, She [ upon the person praying, bringing him into a
had a very definite trouble which was weighing | closer communion with God, and hence enlarging
upon mind and heart, and she brought this great | his spiritual nature, There Hmay or may not be an
trouble to the Master and definitely petitioned | objective answer in the granting of the petition ;
him to remove it by healing her sorely-vexed | this will depend upon the wisdom of our requests
daughter. These elements should enter into all | a8 seen by an all-wise and loving Father,
our prayers—the elements of worship, hamility,
trust, and definiteness in petition,
2. Prayer tested, The offered prayer was not OPTIONAL HYMNS,
answered immediately, The sincerity of the
prayer was to be tested. Did it well up from a Broken in spirit,
licart overflowing with love for the daughter and Come unto me,
faith in the divine healer Note, (a) That the first Art thou saddened *
test was a test by silence, Jesus ‘“answered her What a friend we have in Jesus,
nota word.” This silence made her realize her Come, ye disconsolate,
position more keenly. She was a Gentile, Jesus
Was a Jew ; would he help her® It was a hard .
test! Would her faith be equal to it ? This test When in the tempest Le'll hide me.
of silence is the hardest test to-day to which our Come, ev'ry soul by sin oppress
prayers are put, to see whether they are based Jesus Cheist is passing by,
upon a living faith in the Master or not. If they Are you weary,
are, the test is met, and we wait God's own time Go tell it to Jesus,
to angwer our petitions, just as we asked them,
or as he sees fit to modify them. Note again, | Blackboard,
() That the second test was a test by words,
Jesus answers the request of the disciples by stat-
tng his mission, which was primarily to the Jews,
Discouraging words for a Gentile to hear, But
her faith did not falter, for she came and wor-
shiped him, saying, “Lord, help me.” Then
comes Jesus’s direct words to her, “It is not |
fieet to take the children’s bread and cast it to|
dogs.” This last test was also met, wonderfully |
met, and then the reward came, fully and freely, {
3. Prayer rewarded, Why was the answer to
the woman’s prayer so long delayed? Two rea- |
fonscan be readily seen, (a) To bring the woman's |
faith to a fuller development, and (b) To enlarge
the disciples® conception of the mission of Christ,
lie did not come as agreat miracle worker for the |

BY J. T, HARTNAGEL,
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Library References,

DeMoNIACAL Possession.—The best modern
treatment of the personality of the devil is in
Diabolology, by Edward H. Jewett—** The Bishop
Paddock Lectures for 1889,” The late John L.
Nevius, for many years a missionary in China,
found instances of demoniacal possession, or
what appeared to be such. The result of his
study and observation he embodied in a book
published in 1894, entitled Demon Possession and
Allied Themes,  The whole subject is discussed by
Trench in Notes on the Miracles of Our Lord, V.,

The miracle is also treated by Steinmeyer in The
Miraeles 0 Our Lord. 8ir Risdon Bennett also
gives a brief treatment of the subject in The Dis-

| eases of the Bible, page 79.

Doas or Parestise.~Wood, J. G., Bible Ani-
mals, pages 39-40. Knight, Bible Plants and Aui-
mals, page 163, Tristram, Natwral History of the
Bible, page 8. Geikie, Life and Words of Christ,
11, pages 620, 621,

FREEMAN'S TTANDBOOK OF BIinLE MANNERs
Axp Cusroms: Vers, 206, 27, Disposition of
crumbs, 782,

-

LESSON II. THE RESURRECTION OI' JES

[April 10,

(Easter Lesson.)
GOLDEN TEXT. Now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the first fruits of them

that slept, 1

AUTHORIZED VERSION,
Mark 16. 1-8.  [Comumit to memory verses 6, 7.]
[Compare Matt, 28] |

1 And when the sabbath was past, Ma'ry Mag- i
da-le'ne, and Ma'ry the mother of James, and Sa-
10'me, had bought sweet spices, that they might |
come and anoint him, |

2 And very early in the morning, the first day
of the week, they came unto the sepulcher at the
rising of the sun,

3 And they said among themselves, Who shall |
roll us away the stone from the door of the sep-
ulcher?

4 And when they looked, they saw that the
stone was rolled away : for it was very great.,

5 And entering into the sepulcher, they saw a |
young man sitting on the right side, clothed in a |
long white garment ; and they were affrighted.

6 And he saith unto them, Be not affrighted :
ve seek Je'sus of Naz'a-reth, which was crucified :
he is risen; he is not here: behold the place
where they laid him,

7 But go your way, tell his disciples and Pe'ter
that he goeth before you into Gal'i-lee: there
shall ye see him, as he said unto you.

8 And they went out quickly, and fled from the |
sepulcher ; for they trembled and were amazed :
neither said they anything to any man ; for they |
were afraid,

Cor. 15. 20,
RevisED VERSION,

1 And when the sabbath was past, Ma'ry Mag-
da-le'ne, and Ma'ry the mother of James, and
Sa-lo'me, bought spices, that they might come

2 and anoint him. And very early on the first
day of the week, (hioy come to the tomb when

8 the sun was risen, And they were saying
among themselves, Who shall roll us away

4 the stone from the door of the tomb? and
looking up, they see that the stone is rolled

b back: for it was exceeding great. And ei-
tering into the tomb, they saw a young man
sitting on the right side, arrayed in a white

6 robe; and they were amazed. And he suith
unto them, Be not amazed : ye seek Je'sus, the
Naz'a-rene, which hath been crucified : he is
risen j heis not here : behold, the place where

7 they laid him ! But go, tell his disciples and
Pe'ter, e goeth before you into Gal'i-lee :
there shall ye see him, as he said unto yon,

8 And they went out, and fled from the tomb;
for trembling and astenishment had come
upon them : and they said nothing to anyone;
for they were afraid,

Time.—* Sunday,” April 9, A.D.30. Place.
—The tomb at Golgotha. Our Lesson for
Easter Sunday is taken, not like the other les-
sons, from the gospel of Matthew, but from that
of Mark. It is, of course, out of all historical
connection, The optional lesson (in regular or-
der, as selected by the International Lesson Com-
mittee) is taken from Matt. 16, 21-28, and entitled
‘* Bufferings of Jesus Foretold.” Its Golden Text
is, *“He was bruised for our iniquities” (Isa.
53. 5), and its students are advised to read
Matt, 16, 1-28, and Mark 8. 27-88, The Berean
Series drops this lesson in favor of the Faster

Lesson,

Home Readings.
M. The Resurrection of Jesus, Mark 16, 1-8,
Tw. Foretold. Matt, 16, 21-28,
W. Witnesses. Acts 2, 22-32,
Th, Risen with Christ. Rom, 6, 1-11,
F. Crucified. Mark 15, 25-38,
S, Glad tidings.  Aects 13, 26-37.
8. Joy and wonder. Luke 24, 36-48.

Lesson Hymns,
No. 311, New Canadian Hymnal,

*“ Christ, the Lord, is risen to-day,”
8ons of men and angels say ;
Ruise your joys and triumphs high;
Sing, ye heavens ; thou earth, reply.
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No. 310, New Canadian Hymnal,
Mary to the Saviour's tomb
Hasted at the early dnwln.

No. 312, New Canadian Hymnal,

Come, ye saints, behold and wonder,
5:¢ the place Where Jesu: lay.

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR SCHOLARS.
1. Seeking the Dead, v, 14,

On what day was Jesus crucified and buried ¢

Where and by whom was he buried ¢

What prophecy foretold his burial ¢

What women sought the sepulcher, and when ¢

How did they know where Jesus was buried ?

What difficulty diq they anticipate ¥

Of what difficulty were they unaware? Matt,
27, 65, 66.

ow was this difficulty solved? Matt, 98, 2
2. Finding the Living, v. 5.8,

Whom did the women find in the sepulcher ?

Reconcile Mark’s account with that in Luke
244,

Whom did they not fi nd, and why ?

What good news does every Easter
GoLi EN TexT,

What message did the Wwomen receive, and to
whom ¢

Why is Peter here named, and not in the other
gospels ¢

Why were the women alarmed #

Whom did they tell of their vision ?

recall ¢

Teachings of the Lesson,

1. “Who shall roll us away the stone?” Qur
difficulties are often imaginary. Better not cross
i bridge before reaching it. Do not worry when
in the way of duty,

2. That which was sought was not found. lu‘

that there was disappointment, The object of
scarch may not always be wisely chosen. Failure
may be disguised blessing, An empty tomb may
disclose an open heaven,

3. That which was not sought was found. The
empty tomb contained more than the seekers
hoped.  They found life, spiritual Jjoy, immortal
hope,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS.

1. Secking the Dead, v, 14,

What women sought the tomb of Jesus ?

For what purpose did they go?

On what day and at what time of day did they
go?

What difficelty did they look forward to ?

How was this difficulty set aside ¥

What did Mary Magdalene suppose, and to
whom did she go? See John 20, 2,

What did two digciples do? S8ee John 20, 3-10,

2. Finding the Living, v, 5.8,
Whom did the women find in the tomb ?
How were they affected by the sight ¢
How did the visitor calm their fears ¥
What did he say of their mission ?
What good news does every Easter recall ¥
GoOLDEN TexT,
To whom did he bid them go?
What message were they to hear ®
How promptly did they obey ¢
How did they feel over what the
| heard »
| Why were they silent by the way ¢
To whom did Jesus first show himself? See
John 20. 14-17,

'y had seen and

Practieal Teachings.
Where in this lesson are we shown—
1. True love for Jesus ¥
2. True faith in Jesus ?
| 3. True service for Jesus?

|
|

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,
Where was Jesus crucified 3
By whom ¢
How was he treated by the passers-by ¥
By the soldiers »
By the thieves ¢
Were any of his friends present ?
Why was he buried so quickly ¥
What had Jesus told the disciples ¢
Did they understand and believe what he said ¢
Who did remember and act upon it ¥
| Who came to the tomb on the third day »
‘ Why did they bring sweet spices ?

What shows their cager love? They came at
the earliest hour possible,

What had troubled them as they went ¢ The
thought of the stone before the door of
the tomb,

What surprised and troubled them ? To find
the stone rolled away and the tomb empty,

What does Matthew say had happened ¢

Whom did they see in the tomb

What did the angel tell them ¢

Which one of the women saw the Lord?

What do we learn from this? That Jesus
shows himself to those who love him most,

THE LESSON CATECHISM,
(For the entire school.)
1. How long was the body of Jesus in the
tomb? From Friday untii Sunday,
2. What took place very early on Sunday morn-
ing? Jesus rose from the dead.
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NEW CHURCH CATECHI -t
2. For what purpo-e did God create man: God
Who told them of the resurrection? An created man to glorify Him by serving Him in
angel at the sepulcher. love, and to enjoy Him in holiness aud happiness
5. Where did the angel say they would meet | forever. i "
?oRstR 9 SPRTY Revelation iv, 11. Thou art wort ¥y, O Lord, to
doss In (‘-Bllle(‘r-. 3 e . | receive glory and honor and Eower: for thou hast,
6. What is the GOLDEN TEXT? ¢“Now is| created n | thing-, and for thy pleasure they are
Curist risen,’ ete. ] and were created.

3. Who first knew of the resurrection ? Mary'

THE LESSON OUTLINE.
Christ as Revealed in the Resnurrection.

O grave, where is thy victory? 1 Cor. 15, 55,
No more dominion. Rom, 6. 9.

I. A BeLovenp Saviorn.
Had Lrowght swect spices. ., came, vs, 1,2,
We love him because. .. loved us, John 'n. A FORGIVING SAVIOUR
2 o7 s 2 s
4,10, | And Bter, v. 7.
Whom having not seen, yelove. 1 Peter1.8. | Appeared unto Simon, Luke 24, 34,

II. A Risen Saviovr.
vest thou me?  John 21, 15,
Ye seck Jo e is visen, vs, 6, 20, I -

Now is Christ risen. 1 Cor, 15. 20,
Life in himself. John 5, 26,
1L A VieToriovs SBAvVIOUR,
Buhold the place, v, 6,

V. A TENDER SAVIOUR,
First to Mary Magdalene, v, 9.
Woman, why weepest thou? John 20, 15,
By the gentleness of Chriss. 1 Cor. 10, 1.

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

It was sunset on Friday evening of passover week when the body of Jesus was laid in its niche in
Joseph's new tomb, There it rested for, say, thirty hours behind a stone door fastened by the Ro-
man seal and watched by the Roman guard. The first ray of what we call Sunday morning touches
the sky—the first Easter morning—and the Saviour rises from his grave. Angelsroll away the stone ;
angels take their station within the deserted sepulcher ; but he is there no more. A sad company of
women approach that grave, anxious thoughts mingling with their purposes of holy ministry,
Their alarm deepens as they find it empty, and they marvel greatly when they behold an angel, who
tells them that he whom they seek has risen and departed. They are bidden to bear the news to
his disciples, and especially to repentant Peter, Perplexed in thought, but with new hope rising in
their hearts, they hasten from the garden. They have not yet seen the Lord, and they can scarcely
believe that he whom they saw pierced and dead upon the cross, and wrapped in zarments of the
grave, can now be living ; but all save one hasten upon their errand. Mary Magdalene lingers to
weep by her Master's empty grave, and her eyes first behold the risen Saviour, The date is April 9,
A.D.30. Asthe site of Calvary is not certainly known, we cannot speak with assurance of the
location of the Baviour’s grave,

Verse 1. When the Sabbath was past.
The Sabbath of the Jews is to be roughly identi-
fied with our Saturday, with this difference, that
it began at sunset of what we call Friday and
ended on Saturday evening. Secular activity be-
gan again on Saturday at sundown, shops were
opened, and it was then, when * the S8abbath was
past,” that the women “ bought sweet spices.”
Mary Magdalene. A loving follower of Jesus,
out of whom he had cast seven devils, and whose
Jjoy it was to minister to him of her substance.
* Magdalene " is usually explained to mean * of
Magdala,” a little town of Galilee. It has been
applied in modern times to outcast women, from
the old supposition that Mary was one of those

unfortunates. IHow this tradition began we do
not know. There is no statement in the gospels
that justifies it. Mary the mother of James
is the same as ‘“the other Mary" of Matt,
28, 1. Her son James is the apostle known as
“‘James the Less,” to be distinguished from
‘‘James the Lord’s brother,” who is believed to
have written the Epistle General of James, and
from “James the son of Zebedee.” Salome
(though the text does not say 80) was also the
mother of a James, for she was the wife of Zebe-
dee. There is some reason to believe that both
of these women were sisters of the Virgin Mary,
but the record of the human relationships of
Jesus is neither full nor clear, Sweet spices
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were used in burial throughout the East. These
women may not have known what had been done
by Joseph and Nicodemus,

2. Very early in the morning, the first
day of the week. Remember that the first day
of the weck began at sunset of what we would
call the day before. The women had watched the
burial just before the Sabbath began ; they had
bought the spices just after the Sabbath closed,
and perhaps as early as four or five in the morn-
ing of Sunday they made their way to the sep-
ulcher, which was reached at the rising of the
sun. ‘It was yet dark,” John says, but he re-
fers to the neighborhood of the sepulcher in the
side of a great rock ; the mountain heights were
already gilded by the rays of the morning sun,
Who shall roll us away the stone,

ractical, unimaginative women, in the midst of
their sorrow they turn to their practical difficul-
ties.  They evidently did not know that the au-
thorities had sealed this stone, thus making it a
crime to roll it away. The door of the sepul«
cher. In this sepulcher no body had been laid
until Jesus was buried there, It was excavated
from the native rock ; its door was simply an
opening, and the stone probably was circular
and set in a groove; its use was to secure the
grave from profanation, The stone was rolled
away. By divine power, as they were about to
discover,

5. Entering into the sepulcher. With

'anxiety lest their Lord’s body had been taken
away. A young man sitting on the right
' side. Matthew calls him ** anangel of the Lord.”
| Clothed in a long white garment. Like the
you*iful Levites who ministered in the temple,
Thee is no trace of angelic wings in all the New
Testament, They were affrighted. Terrified,

6. Ye seek Jesus, . . which was crucified,
Ye seck the body of a man whom ye saw die,
Luke introduces the startling question, ¢ Why
seek ye the living among the dead *”" He is
risens When he had risen we are not told,
Behold the place where they Iaid him.
Thus the angel tries to help their tremulous faith,
*“The place where they laid him " was probably
a shelf orniche in the side of the rock. Wehavea
very interesting description in John 20, 5, 6, of
the “linen clothes which lay there, and which
had wrapped the body of Jesus,

7. His disciples and Peter. A verytender
allusion to Peter’s penitence rather than to his
sin. He goeth before you into Galilee,
This was the home of Jesus and the home of all
his surviving disciples,

8. They went ont quickly. They were too
greatly startled for leisurely movement, Treme
bled and were amazed, Physically as well as
mentally they were overwrought, Neither said
they anything to any man. They did not
pause to talk, but ran to bring the disciples
word,

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

Tue Four AccousTs or g RESURRECTION,

Mark’s account of the resurrection is the brief-
est of the four, It properly includes only the
cizht verses which comprise the lesson, the re-
maining part of the chapter being, by the verdict
of the best biblical scholars, of doubtful genuine-
nessy and probably should be omitted from the
text,  Each of the four gospels exhibits through-
out a distinet individuality, written from differ-
ent view-points, addressed to different classes,
and each having a particular end, Their accounts
of the resurrection are distinguished by these
characteristic differences, Matthew, who wrote
for the Jews, and whose gospel is distinctively
Messianic, exhibits the kingly power and triumph
of the resurrection ; Mark, who wrote for the
Romans, and whose style is compact and terse,

Presents the resurrection as a distinetly authenti-
cated fact ; Luke, who wrote for the Greeks, and
whoisthe evangelist of broad human sympathies,
connecting the resurrection with the sufferings of
Christ, holds it up as a spiritual necessity ;

while

John, who wrote for the early Christians, and
who is preeminently the evangelist of spiritual
] insight, depicts the effects of the resurrection on
‘ill(“\‘hllml lives, and sees in it an event which
| should for all time * be the touchstone of charac-
| ter.”
| Tue WomMeN Wino Forrowep
GALILEE,

The resurrection story introduces a most inter-
esting group of women, chiefly or wholly from
Galilee, who had come with him on his last jour-

| ney to Jerusalem, and whose loving ministry,
tender sympathy, and deep sorrow soften and
beautify the tragedy of his trial and crucifixion,
First mentioned in all the lists of these devoted
women is Mary Magdalene, she out of whom had
been cast seven devils (Luke 8. 2); and with her
are named Mary, the mother of three of the
apostles and sister of the Virgin Mary ; Salome,
mother of two other apostles, James and John ;
‘“‘and Joanna, the wife of Herod’s steward, and
| Busanna, and many others, which ministered unto

JESUS Froy




216 SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER,.

[April 10.

him of their substance.” These were the women
who followed Jesus down the via dolorosa, as he
was being led to Calvary, bewailing and lament-
ing him ; who, in the early stages of the crucifix-
ion, stood afar off, beholding the dreadful scene
with heart-breaking agony, but who at last, their
love overcoming their terror, drew near to the
very foot of the cross, companions in grief of
that sacred Mother of Sorrows through whose
soul indeed the sword was passing; these were
they who, when Joseph and Nicodemus had taken
the Master’s body down from the cross, *‘fol-
lowed after, and beheld the sepulcher, and how
the body was laid ;” and it was they who returned
to the city at the close of that *‘ black Friday
and “prepared spices and ointments,” and
waited in mute agony through the passover Sab-
bath, which to others might be ““a high day,” but
from which for them had gone out all the glory
and joy.
Tue OrpER OF EVENTS,

A careful comparative study of the accounts of
the four evangelists is necessary in order to con-
struct an approximate order of the events of the
resurrection morning, These separate records are
80 simple and wholly independent, and so mani-
festly and consciously incomplete, that it is not
at all surprising that not a few apparent discrep-
ancies have been discovered in them. But taken
together they give us a statement of the chief oc-
currences of that great morning so transparently
candid as to satisfy any but a quibbling mind of
its absolute truth. While it may not be possible
to establish a certain chronological order of the
events, and it is not necessary to do so, I think
that, throwing out the last eleven verses of Mark’s
gospel, which are not regarded as genuine, the
following cannot be far from the course of the
happenings of that first Easter morning :

1. Mary Magdalene and the other women came
to the sepulcher, which they found empty, and
were met by two angels, one of whom informed
them of Christ’s resurrection, and directed them
to go and tell his disciples, and particularly Peter
(verse 7).

2. Leaving the sepulcher, Mary Magdalene went
to inform Peter (with whom John was), according
to the special direction of the angel, while the
other women went to find and report to the other
disciples,

3. To these other women, as they went, Jesus
personally appeared (Matt. 28, 9), and saluted
them, saying, ‘ All hail ! and permitted them to
hold him by the feet and worship him.

4. Meanwhile Mary Magdalene found Peter and
John, and told them what she had seen, and they
went in haste to the sepulcher, John arriving

first, looking into the sepulcher, and seeing the
grave-clothes, but not entering. Peter, arriving
in a few moments, went into the sepulcher w(l
saw more in detail what it contained, and aftér
him John also entered. Having seen these things,
they “went away to their own home.”

5. Mary Magdalene retu{nec' to the sepulcher,
arriving after Peter and John had left. Weeping,
she stooped down and looked in, and saw two
angels, who spoke to her, and then Jesus himself
stood back of her, whom she at first mistook for
the gardener, but whom she recognized when he
spoke her name, and would have clasped his fect,
but was forbidden, and was commanded to go
and announce to his disciples that he would
shortly ascend to his Father and their Father
(John 20, 17). She was first, and chiefly, com-
missioned to announce his ascension.

6. Before the arrival of Mary the other women
had' reported to the company of the disciples
what they had seen at the sepulcher and how
Jesus had appeared to them on their way. Then
Mary came and confirmed their words and told
of Christ’s appearance to her on her return to
the sepulcher. But these reports of the women
seemed to the disciples incredible, for, as John
says in telling of his and Peter’s visit to the sep-
ulcher, ‘“as yet they knew not the Scripture, that
he must rise again from the dead.”

A Frrrinae Crown,

The resurrection of Christ is the crowning
miracle of his history, That which has made it
most easy to believe in the reality of the resurrec-
tion is the feeling that it is in complete harmony
with his life, If we should be told that any other
person rose from the dead through personal
power, we would not believe it, because such a
miracle would not harmonize with the elements
of an ordinary life. To put the crowning miracle
of the resurrection on any other life would be
like attempting to swing the dome of 8t. Peter's
over a peasant’s hut. The dome would crush the
hut, so out of proportion it would be. But the
great fact of the resurrection sits dome-like upon
the life of Christ and is seen to be its fitting and
harmonious crown. It is that which the very
structure of his life requires, Without it his life
would have been unfinished. The deep and strong
foundations of his nature, the breadth and mas-
siveness of his character, the evidence in all the
pillars and arches and walls of his being that
he was fashioned after a pattern grander than
the world ever knew, prepares us, nay, causes
us to expect, to see the great dome, the crown-
ing glory of the resurrection, take its place over
all,
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Thoughts for Young People,
The Teachings of the Resurrection,

1. The vesurrection is corrvoborative evidence that
Jesus Christ was * Son of God.” No prophet em-
braced him with agonies of prayer, or stood,
masterful, beside his tomh crying, “ Jesus, come
forth.” He had said, “ I have power to lay down
my life, aud I have power to take it again.”
Those who saw him die might well doubt his
power over his own death, The crown of thorns,
the scourging, the nails and spear—all asserted
that this man lost his life by the malignity of his
enemies. He saved others ; himself he could not
save. If we did not know what had gone before,
and what came after, we could never believe that
Jesus in any sense laid down his life, But there
can be no doubt about his taking it again, The
Driests secured his death, Pilate sealed his tomb,
the soldiers guarded it, and not even the disciples
were ready to admit his resurrection, But of his
own power he came forth from death, ] am
thie resurrection and the life,” he said, And the
power he exercised was immeasurably more than
human,

2s The vesurvection is the promise and the flrst
Jruits of owr vesurreetion and eternal life, “ Be-
cause 1 live ye shall live also,” says our Saviour,
It the gospel story be true, then assuredly there
is a life beyond the grave, and death is not the
end of all things, If it bhe true, then Christ is
conqueror of death and master of all worlds, If
it be true, our interests and his are bound to-
gether,  He is the vine, we are the branches,

s The vesurrvection shows our Lord's love for sin-
ners. For sinners he came into this world ; for
siuners he wrought and talked ; for sinners he
died ; for sinners he rose again; for sinners he
ascended to the right hand of the majesty on
high, where he evermore liveth to make interces-
sion for sinners, The very first message he sent
after he rose from the dead was to Peter—poor,
sinful, penitent Peter.

4. The vesurrection is a token of our moral resur-
rection, If we have become new creatures in
Christ Jesus, we are dead to sin, but alive to God.

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

In this age of newspapers and periodicals
even little *“ Bethlehem of Judea” boasts of a
Protestant quarterly, called the Evangelische Blat-
ter. We have already made reference to an ar-
ticle which appeared in that periodical by the
daughter of Dr, Schick, the famous architect of
Jerusalem. From that article we learn what is
the present custom among women in the matter

of mourning over the dead. When the body is
carried into the church a number of women
keep up a kind of dance outside of the church,
while they lament and bemoan with their hair in
disheveled state. The same thing is done at the
grave. Very early in the morning of the day af-
ter the burial certain women £0 to the grave to
weep over the dead, as was done by the women
on the morning of Easter (Luke 2. 1), After
they have returned to their homes and have at-
tended to their daily duties they go to an open
place, which is in many cases a thrashing-place,
while the men are invited into the house of some
friend. 1In these thrashing-places. the women
sing funeral songs and repeat their lamenta-
tions, in which the virtues of the departed are
extolled. Every family of standing in the vil-
| lage brings some freshly-baked bread (Jer. 16,
| 7), together with some dessert, such as lard, fried
| eags, honey, olives, ete., for the women lament-
Jing at the thrashing-places, where w: men from
| other villages also have gathered for the same
| purpose.  These things are brought to the
mourners as food, and after eating, all present
take part in this official mourning for the dead,
The men, too, come bringing a sheep, which is
killed for the benefit of the family and mourne
This reminds one of the official mourning of sev-
enty days for Jacob and of forty days for Mo-
ses. At the present time it is the custom to
keep up the lamentation for two or three weeks,
Jtlurmg which time the participants in the ordeal
| change from day to day. The women from the
neighboring villages spend at least one night in
this mourning-place, while some remain from
three to seven days. On the third, ninth, and
| fortieth days special services take place at the
| grave, on which oceasion the minister blesses
| the food which has been brought by relatives,
| This is repeated after six months and on the first
| anniversary of the death, The whole is a mod-
| ern reproduction of what we read in Gen, 50, 10
**And they came to the thrashing floor of Atad,
which is beyond Jordan; and there they
!nmurnwl with a very great and sore lamenta-
tion: and he made a mom ning for his father
seven days.”

Dr. Tristram says that something similar to
the doctrine of propitiatory sacrifice, and of fu-
ture judgment, and of immortality of the soul
may be traced in some one or other of the tra-
ditions and rites of heathen mythology, but
that none of these traditions, when carefully in-
vestigated, give any ground for believing that any
part of the ancient world really grasped the idea
of a resurrection of the body, or anything be-
yond a survival after death of the individual

consciousness ; while among the heathen there
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was not any clear idea of a life to come. The
Pheenicians preserved the bodies of their dead
with some imperfect conception of a life after
death, stripped of either suffering or enjoyment,
and having only quietude and rest, while in
most of the other heathen religions, in ancient
and modern times, the idea of transmigration
actually displaced that of the resurrection.

By Way of Illustration,

The vesurrection of Christ. 8o clear is the evi-
dence of Chrizt’s resurrection that when Gilbert
West, a celebrated infidel, selected this subject as !
the point of attack, sitting down to weigh the |
evidence, although filled with prejudice, he was
80 startled with the abundant witness to the truth
of this fact that he expressed himself a convert,
and has left as a heritage to the Church a most |
valuable treatise,entitled Observations on the Resur- |
rection of Christ.  He went to the subject as though |
he had been alawyer examining the pros and cons
of any matter in dispute, and this fandamental |
doctrine of our faith seemed to him so exceed-
ingly clear that he renounced his unhelief,—
Spurgeon. |

The stone was rolled away. Those women could
not understand how they could get the body to
embalm it, but they knew they were in the path
of duty in desiring to honor their Lord and, as |
is always the case, the path of duty led to revela-
tion. When Peter, released from prison by the ‘
angel, reached the great outer gate which threat-
ened to hold him a prisoner, it opened of its own
accord. He might have hesitated about going
to the gate, remembering its heavy locks, but he }
did not. He went as far as he could, relying on ‘
divine power to do what he could not, * How |
many times,”” says George Muller, ““I have come |
to the end of my resources and have seen a great ‘
barrier just ahead. But I aways had light and
strength for one step more, and when that was
taken the barricr was removed,” |

Verses 5, 6, and 8, At first we cannot realize |
that which God gives us is better than what we
wanted. Here were a company of women seeking
a dead body toembalm. It was gone and tht-_\"
were told that Christ was risen, that he desired to |
meet them and the other disciples, and that he |
had a message for them, In fact, infinite mercies |
lay before the world. With the resurrection of |
Christ they had come out on the ridge of the
mountain they had been painfully climbing and |
now looked out over a valley of surpassing loveli-
ness, A future of unspeakable glory was full in
view. And yet they knew it not. They were
simply affrighted at what they saw.—4., P
Foster,

1 Verse 7. ““ And Peter.” The only man’s name
| that was mentioned was the name of the man who
‘ felt that he was no longer a disciple. The only
| one who had the special invitation was the poor
fellow who felt himself out of communion aud
| out of fellowship. Down in one of the South-
ern churches a minister had been nreaching a
| sermon on the plan of redemption in s esus Christ,
When the people were passing out an old colored
woman was walking side by side with one of the
elders of the church, when he turned to her and
said, “ Auntie, don’t you think it is a wonderful
thing that Jesus Christ should die for such poor
sinners as you and me?"  8he listened a moment
and then said, “No, massa, it doesn’t seem a
wonderful thing at all to me, because it is just like
him.”  And so it is just like him to love with the
tenderest love the man or woman out of fellow
ship with him.—J. Wilbur Chapman,

Heart Talks on the Lesson,

It was early in the morning, *“ at the rising of
the sun,” 8t. Mark says, when the women came
with spices to the tomb of Jesus. But they found
an empty tomb, It is sunrise for the world, for
your heart and for mine, for Christ has risen
The birds sing ; all happy voices areawake ; the
leaves tremble and whisper in the new life of the
day. Itis morning ; let us walk as * children of the
light.” No day of all the year is so full of true joy
as the glad Easter time. It is like a spring
whose waters fail not. Hope is the keynote of
this hour. We do well to gather about our altars
and in our homes the choicest flowers, to wear
them on our breasts as tokens of the joy within,
to sing cheerful hymns, and weave through every
prayera golden thread of heartiest praise. This
is the day of triumph over pain and sin and
sorrow ; the day of victory over the last enemy—
death,

Our Lord is not now the “man of SOITOWS,
acquainted with grief.” e is the risen conquer-
or; and just as truly, my friend, as you find com-
fort in his sympathy with your earthly life of
trial may you shout for joy to-day, because in
his triumph you see your own. The sorrow, the
cross, the grave, were all behind him at that sun
rise hour ; the glory that he had with the Father
was before him. The “ needs be " of the earthly
life and the “ it is finished ” of the cross culmi
nated here in glorious victory. Let us know in
our deepest heart that we did not part with our
Saviour, Friend, and Elder Brother when he en-
tered the tomb.  We are one with him in the
victory

“ Made like him, like him we rise :

Ours the cross, the grave, the skies,”
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I long greatly to have the true Easter joy take
possession of you to-day. Victory | victory !
should be the shout of every heart. The soldier
can stand in the thickest of the battle with a
brave heart when he knows the conflict issure to
turn in his favor ; when he sees defeat before
him courage fails, This is the thought 1 would,
by the power of the Holy Spirit, leave with you—
your oneness with Christ in the victory over sin,
pain, and death. This life need not always be a
struggle. If we are Christ’s by faith, we are vic-
tors through him.

Those women as they approached the sepul-
cher wondered who would roll away the stone,
But they found it rolled away by the resurrection
power of the Lord, And so for us every stone
of difficulty is rolled away through him. The sin
once weighing upon your heart is there no longer
if you believe in him who died for you, and was
raised for your justification, Sorrow and care
are lifted if you lookup to him whose hand con-
trols all that concerns you. That great stone
upon the grave of one you love is rolled away,
and you see an empty tomb and arisen soul,
lorified together with the risen Christ. “ One
can be glad who goes to Jesus,” said a girl who
in the brightness of her youth was dying, Mar-
tin Luther says: ¢ At onetime [ was sorely vexed
and tried by my own sinfulness, by the wicked-
ness of the world, and by the dangers that beset
the Chureh, One morning I saw my wife dressed
in mourning. Surprised, I asked her who had
died. ‘Do you not know,’ she said, ‘God in
heaven is dead?’ ‘How can you talk such non-
sense, Katie?’ I gsaid; ‘He is immortal, He
will live to all eternity.’ ‘Is that really true #’
she asked. ¢ And yet though you say you be-
lieveit,’ you are so hopeless and discouraged 1°
Then I observed what a wise woman my wife
Was, and mastered my sadness,”

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Compare the four accounts and arrange in or-
der the events of the resurrection : (1) The ap-
pearance of the angel., (2) The flight of the
guard, (3) The coming of the women. (4) Mary
first sees the tomb empty and departs, (5) The
other women come, meet the angel, and depart,
(6) Mary sees the risen Saviour, (7) The other
Women meet the Lord....Draw a word picture of
the scene—the open tomb, the angel, the empty
grave, the message...,What the resurrection
shows ; what it brings to us....The ministry of
angels as here illustrated. . . Examples for disci-
ples: (1) Example of stead stness, verse 1; (2)
Of promptness, verse 2; (1) Of Joyful commun-
ing, verses 5, 6....Let us listen to some of the

messages from the open grave of Jesus : (1) There
is the message of human love, which brought
those women to that grave, Their hope in him
had passed away, but they loved him still. Oup
hope is sure and steadfast as an anchor ; how
much we should love him ! (2) There is the mes-
sage of needless anxieties, Who shall roll us
away the stone?  But the stone had been rolled
away, and the dead man had come forth in liv-
ing triumph, At this moment probably three
quarters of the men and women on earth are
troubling themselves about obstacles which they
will find, when they take a few steps farther, to
have been already rolled away, and room made
for ample deliverance. (3) There is the message
of heavenly fellowship.  Earth and heaven seem
far apart ; in reality they are near together, “4)
There is the message of victory over death, As
he rose we shall rise and live to die no more, (5)
There is the message of service ; immediate,
pressing duty—“Go, tell 1 Do not stand around
the empty tomb. Do not clasp the feet of the
Lord. Go, TeLL ! R
Before the Class,

Introduction. Review briefly the facts relating
to the death and burial of Jesus: (a) The trial ;
(b) The erucifixion ; (¢) The miracles attending ;
(d) The making sure of his death by the spear
thrust ; (¢) The burial in a new tomb where no
one had been buried ; (f) The Roman guard ; (g)
The sealing of the tomb, Especially emphasize
the means employed to make sure of Christ’s
death and to insure the tomb from being tam-
pered with. Then speak of the events of the resur-
rection morning: (a) The earthquake ; (b) De-
scent of the angel ; (¢) Rolling away of the stone ;
(d) Fear of the soldiers and their report to the
rulers,

Development of the text, Place upon the board
the subject, * Life in the Lord,” and the following
outline: The Disciples’ Unbelief; the Angel’s
Announcement ; the Missionary Message; the
Final Proof,

L. The disciples’ unbelicf. From Luke we learn
that there were other women besides those
mentioned in our lesson in the company who
came early Sunday morning to visit the tomb,
Note with regard to these disciples: (a) Their de-
votion. They had not forgotten their Lord, but
had prepared an offering for him, an offering of
spices, that the body of the loved one might be
preserved. The intensity of their love was also
shown by their eagerness to reach the tomb.
‘“And very early in the morning....they came
unto the sepulcher at the rising of the sun.”
What an enlargement of the kingdom of God
there would be were we as devoted to the risen
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Lord as were these women to the (to them) dead ] the philosophy of the plan of salvation, but
Master! Note in passing that the very ahsence | we do know with certainty that in Jesus Christ
on their part of any expectation of the resurrec- ‘ we have life, and bave it abundantly. All other
tion makes the evidence for the resurrection |religions have failed to satisfy the human soul,
stronger. (b) The difficulty confronting. There i because they have not in them the principle of
was a great stone between them and the object | life, but the Christian religion, founded on Jesus
of their desire. They questioned among them- | Christ, who is life, can and does satisfy all of
selves as they went to the tomb about the removal | man’'s desires, for it supplies that life which has
of this stone, but they did not stop, and when i as its fruit the eternal salvation all men are
they reached the tomb the difeulty had vanished., | secking.
Difticulties must be met to-day in the same way |

—by going straight forward, when the way will

be opened to overcome the difficulty or it will be
remoted. » = Resting from his work to-day.

2. The angel's  announcement, ’ The \\'nm.-n | Morning red.
sought a «l:'nwl Jesus | they found him nul., but in- | Alleluia! Alleluia !

:<l<~1f(l 1-:«-«-1\'.«1[ the \\'ulf.lwful m:\w of ]|Iv~“‘lh“ Rise ! glorious conqueror,

is visen ; he is not here,”” At this point 1]11.['5‘!1()!1 | God hath sent his angels,

the class as to the proofs which we have for the

truth of this announcement of the heavenly visi-

tor. Bome of these are: («) The Old Testament | Jesus lives !

prophecies ; () The words of Jesus himself, m‘ Sing with all the sons of glory
the truth of which his life and character attest g Christ, the Lord, is risen to<lay,
(¢) The testimony of many disciples (see appear- The day of resurrection,

ances of Jesus): (d) The special testimony ul'; Angels tell the joyful story,
Paul: (¢) Miracles of the apostles done in llu-}

name of Jesus ; () The change in the Sabbath |

day : () The Christian Chureh; (4) The present | Blackboard.
results of the Christian religion, \ Vo S

8. The missionary message. The angel, having
made the joyful announcement to the women,
adds to it the message, “ Go,...tell.,” This is
the message which to-day is sending missionaries
out into the uttermost parts of the world, there
to repeat the news of a living, loving, life-giving
Saviour for all mankind. This was the parting
message of the Lord Jesus himself to his disciples
upon his return to his heavenly home, and with
it was coupled the promise, * And, lo, [ am with
you alway, even unto the end of the world,”

4. The final proof. The promise of the angel in
the message given to the disciples, ** There shall
ye see him,” was fulfilled later when many of
them saw Jesus in Galilee, The final, conclusive
proof to-day of the resurrection of Christ is in Library References.
the individual consciousness, when the Christ re- The general subject of the resurrection of
veals himself to that consciousness ; for then we | Christ is best t d by Milligan in The Resuy
believe not as the Samaritans did at first, be- | tion of Our Lord.  See also Dr. Miley's System
cause of one who had seen Jesus, but like these Theology, 11, pages 448-457, for the theolozicul
same Samaritans afterward when they said, | statement of the doctrine. The account of thi
“For we have heard him ourselves, and know | fact is wonderfully drawn in Marie Corelli’s stc ry,
that this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the DBarabbas,
world.” PREPARATION FOR BurtaL.—Tristram, Euston

Specifie application. The plain but immensely | Customs in Bible Lands, pages 94-105. Keil, /-
important truth for us to-day is that there is life | lical Archaology, 11, pages 199-203. Geikie, L
in the Lord, and that *‘ there is none other name | and Wordsof Christ, 11, page 578, Jesus the Carpen-
under heaven given among men whereby we | ter of Nazareth, by a layman, pages 450-462,
must be saved.” We do not fully understand APPEARANCES OF CHRIST APTER THE RESUR-

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
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RECTION. —Andrews, Life of Our Lord, pages 587-
592, Lipscomb, Studies in the Forty Days between
Christ's Resurvection and Ascension, 12mo, Nash-
ville, Tenn. Mo Suyings of the Great Forty
Days,  See also Edersheim, Farrar, Geikie, Fair-
buirn,
INFLUENCE

AND LESSONS OF THE RESURREC-

GOLDEN TEXT. We beheld his glory,
AUTHORIZED VERSION,

[Read Matt. 17, and 2 Peter 1, 12-18,)

Matt. 17. 1-9,

L And after six days Je'sus taketh Pe'ter, |
Jumes, and John his broti r, and bringeth them |
up into a high mountain apurt, ‘

2 And was transtigured before them : and his |
face did shine as the sun, and his caiment was |
white as the light, |

4 And behold, there appearcd unto them Mo'ses |
and E-li'as talking with him,

4 Then answered Pe'ter, and said unto
Lord, it is good for us to be e
let us make here three tabernacl one for thee,
and one for Mo'ses, and one i-li'ns,

5 While he yet spake, hehold, a bright clond
overshadowed them : and behold a voice out of
the elond, which said, This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased ; hear ye him,

6 And when the disciples heard it, they fell on |
their face, and were sore afraid.

© And Je'sus came and touched them, and said,
Arise, and be not afraid. ’

8 And when they had lifted up their eyes, they |
SAW no man, save Je'sus only,

[Commit to memory verses 1-3.)

Je'sus,
it thou wilt,

# And as they came down from the mountain,
Je'sus charged” them, saying, Tell the vision to |
10 man, until the Son of man be risen again
from the dead. ‘

Time.—Probably in A.D. 20. Place.—Prob- '
ably ou one of the peaks of Mount Hermon,

Home Readings, |
). The Transfiguration. Matt. 17, 1-9,
«. The beloved Son.  Mark 1. 1-11,
W, The Father’s testimony, John 5, 19-82, |
Th. Peter’s remembrance, 2 Peter 1, 15-21, |
F. Glory of Christ, Heb. 1, [
8. The heavenly glory, Rev. 1., 9-18,
8. God manifested. John 1, 1-14,

Lesson Hymns,

No. 4, New Canadian Hymnal

Oh. for a thousand tongues to
My great, Redeemer's prai_e,
The glories of my God and King,

The triumphs of his grace!

sing

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

. THE TRA NSFIGURATION,

—_—
TION. —Milligan, Resurrection of Our Lord, Lec
tures V, VI, Clark, Man At Dmmorta), chapter X
Tillotson’s Sermon on Col, 3, 1, 2and 1 Thess,

Bishop Simpson's Sermons, pages 14 s

FREEMAN's HANDBOOK @V er. 1, Preparation
for burial, 822. Vers, 3, 4, The stone at the door,
4. Ver. 5, White garments, 472,

———

[April 17,

the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, Johin 1. 14,

: RevisED VErsion,

1 And after six days Je'sus taketh with Lim

Pe'ter, and James, and John his brother, and

bringeth them up into a high mountain apart ;

and he was transtigured before them : and his
face did shine as the sun, and his garments

3 became white as the light, And behold, there

appeared unto them Mo'ses and E-li Jahtalking

with him.  And Pe'ter answered, and said]

unto Je'sus, Lord, it is good for us to e

here : if thou wilt, I will make here three taly

ernacles: one for thee, and one for Mo'ses,
and one for E-li'jah. While he was yet speak
ing, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed
them : and behold, a voice ot of the clond.
saying, This is my beloved Son, in whom |

B am well pleased ; hear ye him, And when th

disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and

were sore afraid. And Je'sus came and touched
them and said, Arise, and be not alraid. And
lifting up their eyes, they saw no one, save

Je'sus only,

9 And as they were coming down from the
mountain, Je'sus commanded them, saying,
Tell the vision to no man, until the Son ot
man be risen from the dead,

9

-

o

-

No. 5, Ncw Cwadian Hymnal,

All hail the power of Jesus'name!
Let angels prostrate fall ;

B ing forih the royai dindem,
And crown him Lord of all,

No. 6, New Canadian Hymnal,

Oh, worship the King al glorious ahove !
Oh. gratefully sing his power and his |

Our Shield and Defen ler, the Aucic
Pavilioned in splendor,

t of Days,
and girded with praise.

STIONS FORSENIOR SCHOLARS.
1. The Glorious Saviour, v. 1, 2,
What note of time is here given ¥
What disciples witnessed the transfiguration
On what other occasions were these the favored

three *

What change occurred in the appearance of

Jesus ?
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How was he then engaged ? Luke 9, 29,

Note the difference in the accounts of the res-
urrection.

Whence did Matthew and Luke derive their in-
formation ?

What is John's testimony about the event?
GoLpes TexT,
2. The Heavenly Voice, v. 3-5.

What celestial visitors appeared ?

When and where had Moses been last seen ?

Where and by whom was Elijah last before
seen ?

What doctrine does the reappearance of these
saints prove ¢ '

What was the subject of conversation? Luke
9. 81,

What was Peter’s request ¢

What did the disciples suddenly see ?

What did they hear?

When and by whom had this voice been before
Leard?

What says Peter of the voice and a better mes-
sage? 2 Peter 1. 16-19,
3. The Fearful Disciples, v, 6-9,

Why were the disciples afraid at the voice ?

Why should man be afraid of God ¥

How were the disciples reassured ?

Whom did they see when they arose ¢

What injunction to secrecy did they receive? |

Why was this command laid on them ? !

Teachings of the Lesson,

1. Highest privileges come in the way of duty. |
Prayer opens heaven to human vision, The de-
vout soul invites celestial visitation, and is sure
of blessed company.

2. God summons us to hear his Son, That
voice is authoritative and final. The words of
Jesus are of infinite importance, They are spirit
and life, * Hear ye him,”

3. “We have not followed cunningly devised
fables.”  Our religion is no myth, We know
whom we have believed,  Webuild our hopes on
eternal trath,

TIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS,

rious Saviour, v. 1,2,
¢ disciples did Jesus take with him
to a mountain ?
What there oceurred to Jesus ?
What about, his face, and what about his rai
ment ?
What did John afterward say ¢ GoLpeN TEXT,
What did Peter afterward say? 2 Peter 1.
17, 18,
2. The Heavenly Voice, v. 8-5,
What two saints did the disciples see ?

What were they talking about? Luke 9. 81,

What did Peter say about being in such com-
pany ?

What did he propose to make ¢

While Peter spoke what did the disciples sce ?

What did they hear ?
3. The Fearful Disciples, v. 6-9,

What effect had the voice on them ?

Was this strange ?

Who next spoke to them #

What did Jesus say ?

When they arose whom did they see ?

What did Jesus charge them not to do ?

Can you guess why ¥

Practical Teach
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That death does not end all ?
£. That we shal! know each other in heaven ?
8. That Jesus is our only Saviour?

QU '"IONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

Where did Jesus sometimes go to prs

What strange thing took place once when he
had gone up a mountain side ¢

Iow long did Jesus stay in the villages near
Cesarea Philippi? About a week.

What mountain did he go up one evening ?

Whom did he take with him ?

Why did he take them ? He wanted to give
them a sight of his glory,

What does this teach us ? That Jesus thinks
of his disciples and tries to prepare them
for what is comi

Why did the disciples fall asleep so soon on
the mountain? They were very weary.

What did Jesus do?

What great change came upon him as he
prayed ¢

Who came and talked with him ?

Why was this very wonderful? Moses had
been dead fifteen hundred years, and Elis
Jah a thousand years.

What did the three talk about? The death
of Jesus,

Why were the disciples afraid ?

What great voice did they hear?

What words were spoken ¢

What made the disciples still more afraid ?

What did this teach them * That Jesus was
| the Son of God with power.

THE LESSON CATECHISM.
(For the entire school.)
1. What wonderful scene is described in our
lesson? The transfiguration of Jesus.
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2. Where did it occur? On a high mouns |

tain peak. |

3. Why did it occur? To show forth Religion is faith, love, and filial fear towards

rist’s glory. God, and the service of God in all the relations of

4. What did the voice from the cloud tell the llf]e. % icd . bk Aok

disciples? ¢ This is my beloved Son.” )c\l(l,‘rnu'»m_:' x. 12 A nd now, “r.m ,’v\ hat do )

5. What did John long afterward write con-| ¢ 1ord thy God require of thee, but to fear the

* Lord thy God, to walk in all his w a) s, and to love

Te him, and to serve the Lord thy Gud with all thy
heart and with all thy soul.

INDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

NEW (HURCH CATECHISM,
3. What is religien?

cerning the transfiguration ¢
““We beheld,*’ ete,

GoLbeN
THE LESSON OUTLINE.
Christ on the Mount.

I. THE WiTNESSES,
Deter, James, and John, v 1,

Pure in heart shall see. Matt. 5, 8,

We shall see him, 1 John 8. 2.

Tue Grory,
His fuce did shine, v, 9,

As he prayed....altered. Luke9. 29,

Countenance....as the sun. Rev, 1. 16,
UL Tue FELLowsmip,

1. Moses and Elias talking. v
Luke 9, 81,
Prophets desived to see.  Matt, 18, 17,
. Good for us tobe h v. 4

In thy presen Jjoy. Psalm 16, 11,
To be with Christ. .. .better. Phil, 1, 2 3

Tabernacles for thee, v, 4,

Your body.. the temple. 1 Cor. 6. 19,
A spiritual house, 1 Peter 2. 5,

11

Spake of his decease,

IV. Tue
I &

ESTIMONY,

v. 5.
2 Peter 1. 17, 18,
The only begotten Son, John 1. 15,

Thixis my beloved Son,
| This voice we heard,

2. Hear ye him, v, 5,
All things into his hand.
Give. .,

John 3.
more earnest heed,  Heb, 2, 1-3,
", Tue Saviour,

1. Ari be not afyaid. v, 7.
Fearnot; I am the first. Rev, 1.
Healing in his wings, Mal, 4. 2

2. No man, save Jesus only, v. 8,
None other name, Acts 4, 12,
Beside me....no Saviour, Isa. 43. 11,

17.

3. Tdl....to ne man, v, 9,
Not lawful....to utter. 2 Cor, 12, 3,4,

| Natural....receiveth not. 1 Cor. 2. 14, 15,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

Our Lord’s journey from Galilee, northward through

southward through Decapolis, ended in

the maimed were

lur from Bethsaida a blind man was cured,

Phaenicia, eastward over Hermon, and

a brief stay among the mountains southeast of the Sea of
Galilee, where, as we learned from Lesson I, great multitudes of the lame,
healed ; in the wilderness four thousand people

the blind, the dumb, and
were miraculously fed ; and not

A second journey northward followed close upon the

lirst, during which Peter made his notable confession that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of the

living God, and our Lord foretold his death
ples to be witnesses of his transfi ruration,

and

Probabilities, places

resurrection. A week later he called three disci-

The scholarly teacher will remember that neither the
place nor the time of transfiguration is certainly known,
itin A. D. 20, and on one of
10 Ciesarea Philippi, where, as we know, our Lord lingered

Modern scholarship, arguing from
the peaks of Mount Hermon, which place is near
about this time,

Verse 1. After six days. One week after a
conversation with his disciples, in which Jesus
had foretold his death. Luke includes in his
count both the day of the conversation and the
day of the transfiguration ; Matthew and Mark
exclude both, Jesus taketh Peter, James,
and John. These men were with our Lord
when he raised the daughter of Jairus (Mark
5.87), and in the hour of his agony at Gethsem-
ane (Matt. 26, 87) It throws some light on the
human character and tastes of Jesus to observe

with him had been named, because of personal
characteristics, the “Rock » and the * Sons of
Thunder.” A high mountain. Peter calls this
‘“the holy mount.,” An old tradition survives
the centuries that it was Mount Tabor, but the
three narratives all require solitude on the
mountain top, and Tabor was at this time
covered with houses and fortifications. Just be-
fore this Jesus had been in the neighborhood
of Caesarea Philippi, which is near to Hermon,
and Hermon is therefore generally believed to

that the three who were thus in closest sympathy | have been the scene of the transfiguration, See
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introductory note, Luke tells us that the Master speak directly to Moses and Elias, Itis pathetic to
ascended the mountain to pray, Apart. Far [ note that just now he was too awestruck to do so,
from interruption, It isgood for us to be here. Mark tells us that
2. Was transfigured before them. They | he spoke as one bewildered, not knowing what
were wakened from deep slumber by the power | he said. His spiritual joy and mental confusion
of this vision. It was plain to view ; they never [ were equally inexpressible. Let us make. The
forgot it or doubted it. ** We have not followed Revised Version gives 1 will make,” which is
cunningly devised fables,” said Peter, years after- | more characteristic of Peter. Here three tabe
ward, ““but were eyewitnesses of the majesty of | ernacles, Huts madeof branches of trees. IHe
our Lord Jesus Christ,” Like Paul's anchor, their | desired that the holy visitors n.ight stay and so-
vision reached to that which was within the veil, ’,inuru a while with the Lord. “Perhaps—who
Their spiritual insight was clear, It is hardly | knows ?—such a sojourn might make the death
Irreverent to conjecture that one whose spiritual | of our Lord unnecessary.” But GGod knows (what
faculties were not keyed up toso high a pitch could | we are slow to learn) that the richest blessings of
not have seen the heavenly glory even though he | life are often best for us when cut short.
had been present.  His face did shine asthe | 5. A bright cloud overshadowed them.
sun. A weck before this he had told his disci- | Overshadowed Jesus, Moses, and Elias. Peter
ples to expect to see him “in the glory of his | afterward called this cloud ‘“the excellent glor -,
Father.”  Compare Rev. 1. 13-17 and Acts 26, 13. | which would seem to point to the Shekinah, the
Three evangelists steain their powers of language | visible symbol of the divine presence. We may
todescribe this glory, I¥is raiment was white picture the three enveloped with brilliant haze,
asthe light. Matthew’s phrase makes us think | A voice out of the cloud. Which voice had
of the calm, even shining of the sun. Mark uses [ been heard at the beginning of our Lord’s cure er
the word “ glistening,” twinkling like a planct. | (Luke 3. 22), and was to be heard again at its
Luke says * flashing,” like the lightning. This [ close (John 12, 28). In whom I am well
wonderful light was not shed upon Jesus § it came | pleased. “ On whom my good pleasure rested,”
from him as its source, His face did not shine | 1e is the chos mone to redeem the race. Here
as did the face of Moses at ihe foot of 8i ii, | ye him. Listen to him as the Teacher of whom
when he had to veil it because of reflected glory, ‘ all others were types and forerunners ; listen to
The spiritual forces within Jesus had become | him as the Prophet predicted by Moses.
s0 full and intense during prayer that his| 6. They fell on their face and were sore
own holiness shone scraight through body and afraid. Filled with awe, Read th story as told
clothing, | in Mark and Luke, and the whole scene will be-
3. There appeared. Plainly seen ; clearly | come more real.
recognized, Moses and Elias, The represent ‘ 7. Touched him, The loving touch of the
ative of the law and the representative of the | Master reassures them. Be not afraid. Note
prophets, both of which our Lord had come to | how often Jesus and his messengers have to re-
fulfill. Both Moses and Elias had been, in their | peat this exhortation to his timid followers,
Own persons and careers, to a good degree types, | 8. When they had lifted up their eyes,
symbols, prophecies, of the Christ, God had sent | Raised them from the ground, where in their tim-
Moses in the world's gray morning, just as early | idity they had fixed them, Jesus only. No
as he could find one nation out of all on earth | longerassociated with Moses and Elias 3 no longer
morally able to adopt his law. 8o soon as that flashing with heavealy glory ; only the same plain
nation showed appreciation of the virtue main- | carpenter-rabbi who had gone up with them to
tained by Moses's law God sent the prophets, of | the summit,
whom Elijah was a recognized leader, to help| 9. As they came down from the moune
their fellows to spiritual insight. In the fullness | tain, Probably, though not certainly, the trans-
of time, just so soon as any considerable portion | figuration took place in the night, and they de-
of the world could aceept his teachings, God sen. | scended in the morning, Jesus charged them.
his well-beloved Son, Talking with him. Con- Commanded them. The vision., The spectacle.
cerning his death, Tell....no man., Yor the present the vision
4. Then answered Peter. The word ‘“an- | was to be exclusively for their own support and
swered " does not, in biblical usage, make it nec- | comfort. Until the Son of man be risen again
essary to suppose that some one had just gpoken; | from the dead. Not till then could it be under-
Peter’s remark seems to have been called out by | stood. Now it was not understood even by the
his fear that Ihnlwupmphetﬂwereabmlltodvpnrt. chosen three, for * they questioned one with an

Seid unto Jesus, Peter was very ready with his | other what the rising from the dead should bLe"
tongue, and one almost wonders that he did not | (Mark).
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‘R,

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL OTES.

Verse 1. Afier six days, Soalso Mark (see
9. 2). Luke says,** About eight days " (9, 28), which
indicates that the six days referred to by the
others were days of interval between that on
which the conversation at Ceesarea Philippi took
place and the morning of the transfiguration,
The fact that all three of the evangelists specify
the time emphasizes an important moral con-
nection between the two events.  The announce-
ment of the cross had so stunned the hearts of
the apostles that some thing unusual was needed
to rouse them from their stupor. The need was
met in the transfiguration, where, in the SUrpuss-
ing splendor of Jesus's glorious body (2 Peter
1.18)and in the presence of the representatives of
the law and the prophets, the theme of his death
(Luke 9. 30) was discussed again. Peter, James,
and John., We are unable to state why the
others were excluded, Probably it was beeause
none of them were qualified to witness what was
about to take place, Possibly their presence would
liave prevented even these three from coming
into that condition in which they could be wit-
nesses,  Even as it was they wej
Character is the organ of vigion. The
gloryof God might IillNN|Il,‘fn!‘l‘l'l(‘(‘_\'(‘.\‘l'flllll"l‘i‘ll.\'
mind like Judas or g gloomy heart like Thomas,
and they see nothing, Stubborn unbelief is supe
to darken the soul’s faculty to discern spiritual
realities, These three were invited because they
alone were capable of the experience at the time,
A high mountain. Not Tabor (1 ) Else the fact
of Jesus’s return into Galilee would have been
noted ; (2) Tabor is not a high monntain 7 (3) It
was occupied at that time 80 a8 to make seclusion
difficult. This was Mount Hermon—the queen

come,

’ . |
mountain—lofty, snow-capped, commanding a

view of seaand mountain ranges for many miles,
It was a place exactly adapted to serve
purpose to elevate the

his glory,

ull but over- ‘

the Sa- |
minds of his choice | begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth,”
ples till they were in g condition fit to behold | The sntire description indicates that the apostles

He

like Elijah ana Enoch, have gone up on high,

'wnuhl have been transfigured. Bu:, uullko-h-sus,
| there would have been no reason fur him to re-
| sume the mortal dress which he had laid aside,
If, then, that were 10 be the normal result of a
sinless humanity, w hy should it not occur in the
| sinless One? It did, By his perfect holiness he
[haul triumphed over death, and there was no
| longer any reason rnrhismlhnmling(ulhisrursc,
| excepting he by his own will should “choose to
fdiv " for others. That he chose to do. RBefore
|them, He wished his disciples, who were de-
jected by the thought of the impending cross, to
| see his personal victory over death and the rea-
son of his submitting to i,

| 3. Moses and Elias, The

recognition by
the disciples may have been intuitive, or their
personality may have been dis osed in the con-
versation, The disciples believed theip idea of
| the Me: I had the warrant of the law and the
| prophets. Josus's teaching of a crucified Me ah
| Was 8o directly in contradiction to theirs as to
lead to serious questioning as to whether he
‘vuuld indeed be he that was to come, lere the
| Question is answered forever, Luke relates the
Jp:uhjw-l of the conversation, *“ the manner of his
death, which he was to accomplish at Jerusalem,
The cross was not a death thrust upon him, which
J he reluctantly suffered, but the crowning fact of
‘ his redeeming love =4 thing to be done,

4. The disciples were convineed, and were
| ready to wait there with Jesus, Moses, and Elias
until the command for action came, The de-
scription of the apostles heavy with sleep "—y
| vision—* wist not what to say," might suggest a
psychic state in which they mistook fancies for
realities, But in after days they alluded to these
accounts as facts (2 Peter 1, 16-18). John says,
“We beheld his glory, the glory as of the only

were elevated into a higher state than what is

2. Transfigured. We believe with many of fordinarily called the natural, so that they could

the ablest students of the person of Christ that | behold the

this marks the culmination of his human develop-
ment. e was here a man to achieve
person all that was possible
Death is the curse of
less, there was no need of his death excepting as
he died for others, If the first man had

through all eternity. He would by a process of
into that glorious con-

clad in immortal dress, he could,

unfolding life have come
dition in which,

in his own | convietion to the
in a perfect man, \'Hhvkimlh restored—the symbol of God's
sin, and as Jesus was sin- | ence,
added to that of Moses
not “thc indorsement of law,
sinned, he would not have died. Norcan wethink | (
that he would have been doomed to this earth ,‘

supernatural,

5. Bright cloud. Another thing to carry
mind of the disciples—the
pres-
« The voice of God is
and Elias, Christ has
prophecy, symbol,
iod. Can the three ever doubt again? Hear
ye him. It has been asked, “Does this con-
tain any allusion to what many have made the
very heart of the narrative ¥ The law and the

prophets pass away ; Jesus and his word alone

My beloved sSo
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remain.” However that question may be an-| 4., Much may be learned from the conduct of Reter,
8wered, it is sufficient that we have him, whose | James, and John on the Mount of Transfiguration,
word is enough to command our faith and guide | In that wonderful scene they were our proxies
our life, ‘ | As it was then, so always since, when the glory
6. Tell no man. Without the experience | of Jesus is revealed the Christian Church is awe-
of the three the narration of the event would unly‘ struck. We, not any more than the apostles, are
confirm the hearts of the others in their mu'unll‘ to expect in this life a continuous state of spiritual
conceptions of the kingdom, The most spiritual | exaltation ; but, like the apostles, we havea right
truths are made to serve the most secular ends. | to expect constant fellowship with Jesus,
But the faith and enthusiasm of the three domi-
nant minds of the twelve would act mightily in ¥ z
preparing their hearts for the coming events, Ome'“a“s'ns of the Lesson,
After the ascension of Jesus, and especially after | When Peter said (verse 4), “Le
the descent of the Iloly Ghost, there would be no three tabernacles,
longer reason for silence,

t us make here
" it is plain that he did not
| mean any elaborate dwelling, whether of cedar
or marble or gold, nor perhaps that he even
» meant a tent of goat's hair. The whole sur-

Thoughts for Young People. rounding hillsides would suggest that his prop-
osition was to build three booths out of such
e The two T staments (or covenants) of God'slone material as was procurable on the spot, plenty
are in perfect unison, like an * octaye of notes in' of models of which he might have had in his
music, The first covenant was given by law mind, as there is a whole book in the Talmud
and by prophecy. The law prescribed rules fvu"‘ called Succah (tabernacle) which treats of the
life and conduct ; the prophets saw the ('l«rlmli dimensions of the booths to be constructed for
traths which these rules represented, and foretold the third great Jewish festival, the Feast of Tab-
the Gospel. By the law and the prophecies God ! ernacles. They must not be higher than twenty
made a holy covenant with mankind ; they w yards, nor lower than twenty cubits, must have
his testament, a pledge of his faithfulness, Very | at least threo Walls, and afford sufficient shade,
naturally the books which record this law and i because it is written, “ And there shall be a tab-
these prophecies have been kept together through 'rnacle for a shadow in the daytime from the
the centuries and called God's Testament ; and, | heat, and for a place of refuge and for a covert
since in later times he gave to men a richer testa- | from storm and from rain.” The rubric of the
ment, they are now called the Old Testament, } orthodox Prayer Book commands the Jew after
The second covenant is the Gospel—the life and coming from the synagogue to place himself
death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Chris « | near the door of the tabernacle, and to ¥
Remember the words of desus, “ My blood of the | « Enter, ye heavenly, saintly guests ; enter, ye
new testament.” The literature of the Gospel is heavenly, saintly fathers, and sit in the shadow
therefore called the New Testament, and the of faith, in the broad shadow of the Holy One,
New Testament is the perfect fulfillment of the Blessed be he who is to take up Abraham, and
Old. | with him Isaae and Jacob and Moses and Aaron,
2. There is a spivitual world in which holy persons Joseph and Daniel ;" and this is repeated with
who have passed from earth live, They retain tl | some variations throughout the whole seven
personality ; they have fellowship with Christ. | days, S8ome of the booths as constructed
It is a world of splendor, a splendor which when | present are very elaborate and costly, but others
momentarily visible was so great that before it | are described by Miss Elizabeth Brown, writing
the apostles fell like dead men, It is a world  from Jerusalem, who says: ‘“Just now their
which takes intense interest in the welfare of our | houses have some little corner of the roof or bal-
own. For our salvation Jesus came to earth ; of | cony, or perhaps the yard, if they have no cov
our salvation the three talked on the Mount of | ered baleony, fixed up for a booth, They take,
Transfiguration, the most of them, not more than a half dozen
3. The greatest of the prophets is of less importance palm branches and put them v
than Christ Jesus, This we should expect, for |

Lessons from the Transfiguration.

and i this crude booth they spend the next

Christ Jesus was the fulfillment of all prophecy, ‘ week.”  Many owning grounds erect for the

purpose a permanent structure, whose roof is
uncovered at the scason, and boughs of goodly
substituted for a covering. Others con-

struct a building that can be taken down and
| put up each year, and still others make a simple

As water fills a cup so the Gospel fills the prom-
ises of God ; and the water is of more importance
than the cup. Moses and Elias were great in their | trees are
spheres, but Christ was immeasurably greater ;
he was as really their Saviour as he is ours,
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framework and a lattice of strong cords draw)
over it for the insertion of boughs for a covej
and a tarpaulin ready in case of rain,
owned by M. D. Polak Daniels,
stands in his spacious garden,
in 1852, and constructed of wood and I
glass, the panels of two sides o
taken to pieces, form g bo:
other parts are deposited,
we have an account, of a poor fellow who, rathe
than have no booth at all, turned his shop shut
ters into walls and a fe
roofing ; and of another who re
door of the garret room
and hung sheets

A boot

ainte

In contrast with thi

, the only one he had
around the hole tomake a succah,

By Way or Ilustration,

Doter, James, axd John, If in a sehool of twelve
pupils three advance so rapidly as to
moted to a higher el
company of the
pathy with him, it is not favoritism w
teacher, but aptness and aj
scholars,

Christ transfigured, The
shone but as the moon,
flected light 3 but Christ’s shone
an innate, inherent light.— Maten,

A light within a marble
no light without it
cent to inner light,

ith the
plication in the three

as the sun, with
ew Henry,
bust produces an effect
an rival,  Flesh is translu-
Hold your hand before a
candle, In this case it blazed through garments,
A face is lighted by a thought, by a Joy. Much
more by Him who is the Light of the world,—
Lishop Warren,
Moses and Elias,

When God called Moses to go
down into Egypt to sery ice he tried to be ex-
cused. Did you ever think what Moses would
have lost if God had excused him and let Aaron,
or Caleb, or .luahuu, Or some one else
Place? He would never have bee
that mountain of glory witt
dred years afterward,

take his
n found on
1 Christ fifteen hun-
Didn’t God reward him a
million times over for all the hardships he en-
dured in the wilderness? And yet men and
women are daily trying to get excused from
God’s gervice,

You remember how jah got under the Juni-
per tree and wanted God to kill him, Ife was
fleeing from Jezebel and wanted to die, I jm-
agine that when he was on the Mount of Trans.
figuration he said, “0, T am so glad the Lord |
did not answer my prayer and let me die under
that juniper tree,

When Peter wanted to put Christ on a level
with Moses and Elijah then it was that God |

SUND.AY SCHOOL BANNER,

ring, [ there 1s no one to be

of Holland, |
which was built

vhict I whole, as trunk,
g f w 1ER, when all parts of one tree, The
X in which all the

W old flat baskets into |
moved the trap- |

be pro-
ass, and are more in the
aster, and grow more in sym- |

face of Moses had
with a borrowed, re-

7

|
n | took them away. J

esus Christ has no peers ;
compared to him, He is

very other name,—J, 1, Moody,

The Law, Prophets, and Gospel mel
of Transfiguration,

h | above e:

t on the Mount
They were all parts of one
limbs, flowers, and fruit are
Churches became one

on the mount, The differences in the light of
S| our little lamps are all absorbed in the radiance
r‘uf the sun, Christians who rejoice in these
" | lofty experiences together, though of different
«Immminutimm, become one in Christ Jesus,—
Select Notes,

d |

| e only. Let us notice that Moses
are visible in the glory of the
that Christ is visible in the light of their trans-
figuration, Christ, the lr;umlh:nrl'rl, is the
transfigurer of these, Take him from history,
and on what mountain top could oup modern
lawgivers and prophets gather? ¢ Jesus only
is the watchword of evangelical reform. Moses
is sublime, but only because Christ fulfills him,
Not to teach us that the world of the ideal and
the world of the real are two worlds, but that
| they are one, and that the glory of God and the
g00d of man are one, {s this chapter in the life
of Christ given to us, Raphael, in his great pic-
ture, shows us not only the mountain height,
| radiant with celestial splendor, but the base,
also, where human failure cries out in Ppiteons
need, where the dis Iples find themselves unable
to heal the demoniac boy. Not for an instant
does Jesus stand bewildered between the vision
f God and the need of man,  The ideal and rea]
became one, and in that miracle the transfigura-
tion of Jesus went out into the Jife of mankind,
(—Iv‘. W, Gunsaulus,
I If ever any of us are
voices of

and Elias
Christ, and nog

) |
|

inclined to listen to the
| the voiceless dead, the only voice
| Which speaks to us out of fhe cloud is, ¢ This is
| my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased ;
hear ye him.” It we are ever inclined to geek
for some materialized form of the invisible dead,
We may well remember that the glimpse of the
lawgiver and the prophet was but a elimpse,
and that when the disciples’ eyes were open
they saw no one save Jesus only,  If we are in-
clined to abide on the Mount of Vision, and sub-
stitute spiritual cestasy for practical duty, we
shall do well to recall the throng that waited at
the foot of the mount for Jesus's return, bringing
‘pm\'vr of healing fop the demoniac boy, and to
remember that the hours of inspiration
| meant to equip us with g larger s mpathy, a
broader human love, and a healing faith as a
preparation for the work of casting the devil out
of those who abide in the valley.—ZLyman Abbott,

are
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|
Heart Talks on the Lesson, |

How blessed s an intimate friendship with ‘
Jesus! He manifests himself to those who lu\'n-J
him best.  He has a chosen cirele among his dis- |
ciples. Peter, James, and John were favored
men.  They only were with Jesus when he raised
the daughter of Jairus from death : they were
with him in the hour of his suffering in Gethsem- |
ane; and we find them with him in this wonder-
ful seene upon “a high mountain apart,” Why
he thus chose them for special companionship I |
do not know, They were not perfect men.  Peter |
especially showed striking faults of character.
Yet there were reasons why Jesus trusted and
loved him. I'think love overbalanced all his faults
in the thought of Jesus. Peter was ready to brave |
the stormy waves to go to Jesus ; he declared he |
would follow him to prison and to death ; he could
not bear the thought of Jesus's suff ng; and he
was heartbroken when Jesus three times ques- |
tioned if he loved him.  There was much human :
saknass mixed with all these exhibitions of his |
attachmont to his Lord, and yet they showed his
love, And after all love is what Jesus prizes |

most, 8o if we would be in the ecircle of |liHi
chosen ones, with all our imperfections love gives
admittance, “He that loveth me shall be loved
of my Father, and [ will love him and will mani-
fest myself unto him,”

The transfiguration was a wonderful manifes-
tation to these three disciples. They saw, through |
the veil of his flesh, the illumination and glory of |
hisdivinity, Moses's face shone after he had been ‘
communing with God so that the people could |
not look upon him. Saint Stephen’s face glowed |
as the face of an angel as he looked into heaven,
Jesus’s © face did shine as the sun, and his ral- |
ment was white as the light,” not from any x-(«-;
flected glory, but from the glory which he had
with,the Father befofe the world was,  And sud-
denly Moses and Elfas “ appeared in glo y " and
talked with Jesus, It was a bit of heaven seen
on earth by mortal eyes—a rare priviloge indeed.
Moses and Elias were radiant with the glory of
that blessed place. How real it makes heaven
seem to us! These two who went away from
earth agos before return and talk with Jesus in
a way the disclples can understand, Heaven can- ]
not be so very far away, nor so very strange and
unlike our human thought, We shall find it very
natural, and its residents very companionable, T |
am sure, If only we are in fellowshlp with the |
purity and glory in which they dwell. This ﬁ-!-}
lowship begins here, as we talk and walk with |
Jesus and grow into his lkeness day by day. It
was ‘‘as he prayed " this glor'ous transfiguration
took place ; and 8o the humble, faithful Chris- |

tian is “ changed into the same image, from glory
to glory " as he holds communion with God,

The theme of which Moses and Elias talked
with Jesus was not the glories of heaven, nor the
circumstances of his earthly life, but of his death
to be accomplished at Jerusalem. It is the theme
of heaven. They sing th *“Unto him that hath
loved us and washed us from our sins in his own
blood . .. be clory and dominion forever,”
Moses and Elias 1nd enjoyed ages of bliss in
heaven only because Jesus was the * Lamb slain
from the foundation of the world.” You and 1
will rejoice there forever only for the same
reason,

The voice of God was so terrible to the sinful
flesh and blood of the disciples that they were
tsore afraid,” until Jesus came and touched
them, saying, *“Be not afr ' We would not
dare enter the presence of the holy God were it
not for Jesus, our Saviour from sin.  We feel his
touch, we hear his word of comfort, and through
him we learn that the God we fear is a God of
lli\'(‘;

The heavenly visitors departed ; the disciples
were on the lonely mountain, with the shadows

| of night around them ; they lifted up their eyes

and saw Jesus only, Had they lost sight of him,
the night would have been dark indeed,

The Teachers’ Meeting.

I. Very cavefully lead up to this lesson. The
transfizuration stands as the center of Jesus's
earthly career. Growing hostility should be
traced. Have a distinet knowledge of the leading
incidents in our Saviour's life which had not yet
happened. Note the time—only a few months be-
fore the crucifixion ; is there any significance in
this? The place—Tabor or Hermon, and why v
v Il What is a transfiguration ¥ The differ-
ence betwoen a transfiguration and a transforma-
tion.. .. 111, Seloction of Peter, James, and John H
reasons.... IV, Teachings of this seene coneern
ing Christ ; 1. Transfiguration succeeds prayer;
2. His divinity declared by God ; 8. The Gospel
fulfillment of the law and the prophets ; 4. The
crown and climax of Jesus’s career was his death.
his humiliation his chief glory....V. The two
saints—who they were and why they were pres
ent....VL Teachings concerning the future statc
1. Conscious existence, Elijah and Moses indi
vidual men ; 2. Mutual recognition ; 8, Social re
latlons ; 4. Intensely interested in Gospel, “which
things the angels desired to look into 3 8. Com-
munion with Christ..,.VII, The divine testimony
and its meaning,  Moral beauty of Jesus, hereto
fore displayed in mobs and tempests, now seen in
beauty of transfiguration,
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Before the Class, figure in God's plan for the world’s redemption,

Tuk TRANSFIGURATION Let us then study to gain g clear and living

. o | knowledge of the Christ, and in the strength of

lay follows within this knowledge ko forth to ictory,  To gain this
‘ end we must («) St udy prayerfully, that the spirit

Introduction, Our lesson to-c
aweek of the lesson of last Sunday, A great
truth had been revealed to the disciples, but one
hard fnrlhvm t‘ur(-n-\-n‘n, bl‘chsusmk‘-suvhusru‘ Wwith the teachable spirit, that we may first be
few u;? intoa {nnglx nmunlun} upur{, to strengthen [ taught by the Great Teug her s (¢) Study systemat-
them for l"lf'r time of l\'('l'(‘.ll'l;ll \\']nr!n was r‘su m“"i ically, that the plans and purposes of God may
to come. The purp.nsn' of the transfiguration was | appear to us in theip proper development,
also the strengthening of the Lord Jesus in vie
of his coming trial and death, We cannot know | g o
why these three particular disciples were chosen, | Parts of _”"‘ divine message : (a) The atg statlon
but probably because they were in closer sym- | n.' Jesus's sonship,  Both to Jesus and his dis
pathy with Jesus, and understood him bete ind | ¢iples such an acknowledgment o )""w been
thus were better prepared to receive the divine | ® source of strengtl, .I. llml. they did not al-
revelation, | ready know of that relationship, hut every at-
(h'slnliun of that relationship  added to their

belief in the great mission of Jesus, ) The
words of approval, Ifep again strength was
| given and Joy felt in the approval of Him who
Jjudges motive

and not merely the letter may be ours ; (4) Study

8. Through divine attestation, X testhe thyee

Devclopment of the text, Put upon the board the
subject, “ Strength forService,” anq the following
as developed in the cla “ Through Prayer ;"
“Through Divine Rv\'vl:mnu;” “Through Di-
vine Attestation,”

as well as deeds,  (¢) The exhor-
. tation, ** Ieap ye him,” This turned the thoughts
L. Through prayer.  Luke tells us that Jesus of the disciples to the Lord Jesus us their guide,
went up into the mountain to bray, taking three | ynq strengthened their faith in him and his divine
disciples with him, and while he prayed he was mission. As we come to the Father in prayer,
transfigured before them, For what was he and in the study of his word, he speaks to us just
praying? We know not, bu may it not have | gg surely and plainly as did the Voice to the dis-
been for himself and his nliwiplvs for strength in ciples on the mountain top in Palestine.  But in
their great work ¢ And as he prayed he was con- | another w
scious of the glory and power of God within him, “ for further service, In our work he grants us re-
and its manifestation outward, that the (“M'i]l]l"‘ sults, and these 1 sults attest the Power of the
also might be conscious of itand )wnlrvnuvln*nul Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ,
intheir faith through the revelation, Boto-day as
we feel the need of strength for our work if we
but turn to the source of all strength, in sincere

vod speaks 1o us and strengthens us

Speeifie application,  Tn closing the lesson sum
| up the thoughts which have been brought out in

4 | the text development, under the words * Prayer,”
prayer, we shall also receive strength, and the “Study,” “ Work,”  The true source of strength

power of the Lord will manifest fsell in us, | 18 in the Father, and comes 1o us through direct

Prayer is the connecting link between our spirits [ communion with him in prayer, through an under-

and God, and when thus Joined the strength of standing of his purposes, '“ result of o careful

the Lord God flows into our lives, study of the word, and throngh the dircet evi-
2 Throwgh divine vevelation, The r(-prt-svnm" dence he gives us of the power of the Gospel of

tives of the law and the prophets, Moses and the Son in the fru

Elias, appeared to Jesus and spake with him * of

s of our activity,

his decease which he should accomplish at Jern- .

salem.”  The eross was not so very distant, with OPTIONAL myy NS,

that great trial in the garden of Gethsemane, when

he wasto be so sorely tempted again by the devil Holy, holy, holy,

toquestion God's plan of salvation for the world, Crown him with many crowns,

To prepare Jesus for this trial this testimony Majestic sweetness,

1o the divine plan was now given him, and to Inthe secret of his presence,

this as a vivid memory he might look back when O could I speak the matchless worti,

the trial came, and thus he strengthened, This
revelation also served to Stregthen the disciples’

faith in the great mission of Christ,  Strength for Jesus, thou everlasting King,
service is given us in the revelations of God's In the rosy light.
plans and purposes in the book of hooks, The 014 Praise the Lord |

Testament looks forward to Christ and the New Lord, in the morning,
Testament looks backward to him as the central Hail, to the Lord’s Anointed,
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Echoes from Pulestine, pages 461-463. Smith, His
tovical Geography of the Holy Land, pages 121, 417,
Ritter, Comparative Geography of Pulestine, vol, ii,
pages 161, 163, 167, 151, 184,

Freeman’s HANDBOOK : Verse 4, Tabernacles,

Library References,

THE TRANSFIGURATION., — Branks, William, |
Tubor's Teachings ; or, The Veil Lifted, 12mo, Ed- |
inburgh, 1865. Sanderson, Joseph, Jesus on llu'l
Ifoly Mount, 12mo., N. Y., 1869, Gunsaulus, F. B
W., The Transfiguration of Christ, 12mo,, Boston, 464,
1886, Taylor, Itter the Apostle, page 109,

THE PRESENCE OF ELlian,—Meyer, F. B., Eli- | Blackboard,
juhy, page 205, Taylor, W, M., wh the Prophet, 7777777777 TTELL R
l[m[.'zcl 195, Krammacher, Elijak the Tishbite, page W/ H\‘,\\\\\\ ‘\V,\\
219, Macduft, The Prophet of Fire, pages 312-351. IS My BELOVED LSp,
Milligan, Elijah, His Life and Times, pages 192~
205, ‘

MousT Tasor,—Porter, Giant Cities of Bushan, |
pages 230-243,  Mendenhall, Zehoes from Pulestine, |
pages 340-344.  Smith, Historical Geography of the |
Holy Land, pages 399, 408, 417.  Ritter, Compara- |
tive Geography of Pulestine, vol. ii, pages 311-318,

Moust HewmoN.—Kean, Among the Holy Places, [
page 273, Conder, Tentwork in Pulestine, vol, i,
edition, vol. ii, pages 827, 623; Mendenhall,
pages 261-265. Thomson, Land and the Book, new

-

LESSON IV. A LESSON ON FORGIVENESS, [April 21,
GOLDEN TEXT. Forgive, and ye shall be forgiven. Luke 6. 87,

Avtnorizen VERSION, Revisep VERSION,

[Read chapter 18.]

21 Then came Pe'ter, and said to him, Lord,

Matt. 18. 21-35. Commit to memory verses A
21 [.,.,] - s how oft shall my Lrother sin against me, and

g il 29 aive hi il seven time: o
21 Then came Pe'ter to him, and said, Lord, | 22 I fnr.:lu lm'n? until seven times? Je'sus
how oft shall my brother sin against me, and [ saith unto him, I say not unto thee, Until
forgive him ¥ till seven times ¢ seven times; but, Until seventy times seven,

22 Je'sus saith unto him, I say not unto thee, 23 Sk . ki Seeapte
Until seven times: but, Until seventy times |25 1herefore the kingdom of heaven likencd
seven, ‘ unto a certain king, which would make a

23 Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened | 24 reckoning with his servants. And when le
unto a ain king, which would take m-cnuut' had begun to reckon, one was brought unto

of his servants, ¢ s :
24 And when he had begun to reckon, one him, which owed him ten thousand talents,

was brought unto him, which owed him ten | 25 But forasmuch as he had not wherewith 1o
thousand talents, y pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, aid

25 But forasmuch as he had not to pay, NS | pie Wit and children, and all that he 1
lord commanded him to be sold, and his wife, — ) ’ i ad,
and children, and all that he had, and payment 26 and payment to be made, The servant thepe
to lm'l_nmh'. fore fell down and worshiped him, sayine,
“h?ﬁl (ll"‘l‘li”':;r"“:"i'tl:"";'f‘:"i' r‘l'llll"l“‘:"':'i“"l”;l x‘l‘(';l Lord, have patience with me, and T will puy
£ ! , saying, Lord, have patience w »

P 2 d I | 27 thee all.  And the lord of that servant, heing

me, and I will pay thee all. |
27 Then the lord of that servant was mm'ml' moved with compassion, released him, and
l\:'lilt':\l;‘-n|y;|1lu:sm|1, and loosed him, and forgave ' og forgave him the debt. But that servant went

e deb 1,

i out, and found one of his fellow-servants,
28 But the same servant went out, and found wh .'1 ved il titihdiea ; vy | ‘I 5
one of his fellow-servants, which owed him a tch owed him a hundred pence: and he
hundred pence : and he laid hands on him, and | laid hold on him, and took kim by the throat,
took kim by the throat, saying, Pay me that thou 29 saying, Pay what thou owest. 8o his fellow-
“““"lﬁt/'\ el teild thia g servant fell down and besought him, saying,
29 nd 8 fellow-servant fell down at his feet, e i sk e o " e thee,
and besought him, saying, Have patience with | Have patience with me, and T wil pay '”v"
me, and I will pay thee all, :30 And he would not: but went and east him
30 And he would not : but went and cast him ' into prison, till he should pay that which was
into prison, till he should pay the debt, |31 due. 8o when his fellow-servants saw what
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31 80 when fellow-servants saw
done, they were very sorry, and came and told
unto their lord all that was done, |

32 Then his lord, after that he had ealled him,
said unto him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave
thee all that debt, because thou desiredst me:

33 Shouldest not thou
sion on thy fellow-servan
thee ¥

34 And his lorc
to the tormentor:
due unto him,

35 8o likewise shall my heg
also unto you, if Ye from your hearts forgive not
every one his brother theip trespasses, I
—_—

TI —Probably A, D,
Visit to Jerusalem in the autumn of that year,
perhaps six op eight months before the cruci |
fixion, I'LA(‘E.—('upn-rmuuu, in Galilee,

what was

mpas-
ven as I had pity on

also have had co
e
1 was wroth, and delivered him
S, till he should pay all that was

avenly Father do |

, before our Lord's

Home Readings.,
M. God’s mere Matt. 18, 1-14,
Tu. Gaining a brother, Matt, 18, 15-99,
IV A Lesson on Forgiveness, Mat, 18, 23-85. |
Th. A8 you are forgiven, Eph, 4. 25-32,
F. Forbearing and forgiving., Col, 3, 8-15,
S. Brotherly love, Rom. 12. 10-21,
S. Be merciful. Luke 6, 2 36,

Lesson Hymns,

No. 121, New Canadian Hymnal,
Blest be the tie tha binds
ur hear s in Christian loy,
The fellowship of kin red minds
Is like to that above.

No. 132, New Canadian Hymnal,

All praise to our rede ming Lord

Who jo ns us by his erace,

And bids us each to each p, stored,
Together seek his fa e,

No. 133, New Canadian Hymnal,

Now just a word for Jesus,
Your dearest fri
Come, cheer our |

What he has done

wrts and

for you.

QUESTIONS FoRr SENIOR SCHOLARS,

L. FPorgi
Wh

ask ¥

ing, v. 21-27,
at question about forgiveness did Peter

What answer did Jesus give? |

How can this be reconciled with Lu

What is the condition of divine
Matt. 6. 14,

To what did Jesus liken the
heaven ¢

What bankrupt was soon found ¢

What did the master propose to do ?

What plea and promise did the debtor make »

How was the plea received ¥

When only can we hope to be forgive:
6. 14, 15,

kingdom

n? Matt.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BAN

R, 31

was done, they were exceeding sorry, and
came and told unto their lopd all that was
32 done. Then his lord called him unto him,
and saith to him, Thou wicked servant, I for-
gave thee all that debt, because thou be-
33 soughtest me: shouldest not thou also have
had mercy on thy fcllo\vvm-r\'unt, even as I had
34 mercy on thee ¥ And his lord was wroth,
and delivered him to the tormentors, till he
5 should pay all that was due. 8o shall also
my heavenly Father do unto you, if ye for-
give not every one his brother from your
hearts,

2. lIul'orgi\'ing, v. 28-35,

Whom did the forgiven s

How did he show an unfo,

To what plea and promise was he deaf »

How did he treat the debtor ¢

To whom was his cruelty reported 9

How did his lord address him ?

What ought the servant to have done ?

What fate befell the unforgiving servant ¢

What lesson of warning does this story teach 9

What lesson of merey is taught? Gorpgy
Texr,

vant at once seck 9
iving spirit ¢

Teachings of the Lesson,

L. God is rich in mercy. He delights in com-

5 e is ready to forgive the penitent,

S to be gracious, Ile is “abundant in

goodness and truth,” The prayer of the con-
trite always moves his heart,

2. The forgiven should be forgiving,
have received, so should we give,
times seven " is the divine rule.
«ee.as we forgive,”
sert,

3. The unforgiving doom themselves, Love
cannot pardon hatred. This is not an easy los-
son, but it must he I arned,  * Neithep give
place to wrath 37 God is our judge,

As we
“Seventy
“Forgive us
We measure our own de-

QUESTIONS FOR 1?
SCHOLAL
L. Forgiving, v. 21-27,

What question about forgiveness did P
ask ?

What answer did Jesus make ?

To whom did he liken the kingdom of heaven »

What great debt to him did this king discover?

Why had not the servant paid the debt ¢

What did his lord command to be done ¢

What plea did the servant make ?

How was the master affected by the plea ?

What did he do about the debt ?

When only can we hope to be forgiven?
GoLpEN TexT,

RMEDIATE

cter
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g s e o - e e
2. l!nl'orgiving, V. 28- 1'l‘lml we must forgive as long . n
Whom did the forgiven servant sec k out ¢ who wronged us is sorry,
What demand did he make ¢ | How did Jesus e 1p them to unde rstand? By
What plea did his fellow-servant urge ¢ a story.
What did the creditor do 9 l What was the story about? A king and hi.
Who saw what was done? servant,
What did these fellow-servants do » What did the king do when the s rvant ;|
How did the lorq address the unforgiving sery- Wrong? e forgave him.

ant ? What did the s rvant do when one wrong
What ought he to have done to his fellow ? him ?
How was he punished for his unforgiving Was that right »
Spirit ¢ | Why should we forgive one another? RBe.
Who will condemn us if we gre unforgiving? | cause God forgives us,
|

Practical Teach

" " i ) . THE LESSON CATECHISM,
Where in this lesson may we Jearn:

L. Why we ought to forgivey

”, o b Y be IM" xon § | Lo What was Peter's  question to Jesuss
3. Who will be unforgiven 9

| ** How often shall I forgive 19

| 2. llow many times did Jesus tell him he mus;

'IONS FOoR YOU R forgive? ¢ Until nty times seven,”
SCIIOLA RS, | What does verse show that this means

at there is no limit 1o forgiveness,

4o What does this ve we must do

our hearts forgive all trespasses,

1

(For the entire school,)

Qt

Where were Jesus and the disciples now ? '

In whose house did Jesus often stay when in
Capernaum ¢ : L s the teaching of the GoLpey Texi
About what did the disciples dispute on the e, cte,
way to Capernaum y | ! —
What did this show? That they did not |
believe what Jesus had told th about NEW CHURCH CATECHISM,
his coming death, 4. Upon what is true religion founded ¢

What question did Petor ask Jesuss True religion is fou'rded upon the knowledge 1
Would you be willing to forgive one who| God and of His will revealed to man

harmed you seven times ¢ And this is lif - ete nal, that th
Did Jesus think that was enough ? o e, only “true God, ‘and ¢ o

ho
Wi id I e ‘hrist, whom thou has sent,
A AR '“lv vl . " Romans x. 17. 8, then faith cometh by hear.y, A
What  qdia “seventy times seven mean? [ ¢ hearing by the word of God.

THE LESSON OUTLINE,

The Un

erciful Servant,

L. Tuk King, Show....riches of his grace, Eph, 2, 7.
A certuin king, Justified frecly, Rom, 3, 24,
A King shall reign, Jsa, g0 1,2 V. Tun g

\ ERVANT,
My kingdom, Found one OF his fillow-se rvants, v,
IL Tue Desror, Be ye kind one to another, Eph, 4, 32,
Owed him ten thowsand, v, 94, Forbearing one another, Col, 3,

Every one.. .. shall give account, Rom, 14, 12, 'y
What shall I r nder? Psalm 116, 12,

Tie Revonr,
Told unto theiy lord all, v, 31,
IL Tue Pesavry, Entered into, ., s of the Lord, James 5.4,
Commanded hin to b sold, vy Casting all your care, 1 Peter 5, v
Wages of sin is death, Rom, 6, 23,
The servant of sin, John 8,

VIL Tug PuNisnvgsy,
Delivered hiv to the toyoe ntors,
IV. Tk Parnoy, Forgivo us... s we forgive,

t. 6, 12,
Forgave him the debt, v, 27, Judgment without mercy., James 2, 13,

de
g
by
is t
ple
tho
had
of I
was
cate
ont
cone
his t
cons|
by th
entra
passil

that |

lirothe

Ver:
mility

Some h

note, it
Ject of t
brothe
a consej
treat the
sin aga
tion ofte
limes?
giveness
third offe
that Jesy,
this, but
o Jes
no bo
be none
22 1
times, ]
that of
that of any
pel, asks,

gressing o
lnw, but u
seven, Ty
hinety, tho
Seven,  In
Niumbep of
i nding by
23, Ther




April 24.] SUNDA Y SCHooL p.

238

EXPL ORY AND PRl\C’l‘lC.\L NOTES,
At the foot of the Mount of 'l‘l'unsliuln-uliun our Lord restored to health a boy posse sed with g
devil,  Soon after this, anq not long before making g visit to Jerusalem in the fa]] of A, D, 20, he
tiade extended remarks on humility anq fnr,r:i\'unrss, Which have been breserved fop yg by Matthey
by Mark (9, 3 50), and by Luke (9, 46-50). From the heart of this disce )
is taken, .\wuw“nu to Matthew's cecount the conversation began with a dispute among the djg, i-
ples as to whiel, Would be “gpegtest in the kingdom of heaven —g kingdom of Which they haq a
thoroughly material coneeption, Doubtless the twelve woulq readily concede that the thpee who
had just come down with the Lord from the Mount of 'I‘r(ulsli;zllmlinn had the best claim to seats
of honor in .\lrw»ialn'svnurr. But the question wag not which were the greatest three, but which
was the greatest one. And we may imagine the apostles divideq into part ies, one of which adyo.
cated the claims of Peter,
on their Lord’s right hand

While the othep Supported the ambition of the S0ns of Zehe
and the other on his h-h-mthnrmu:hl_\'r
conceptions and ambitions in Spite of their exce

lee to it one
arnal were these gooq men in theip

Ptional religions brivileges, Taking g little chilg as

his text, Jesus affectingly taught the duty of humility, From the child’s humility he Passed into the

consideration of hjg innocence, and of the awfy] offense of any who marpeq such innocent beauty
by the taint of evi), Then came g bassionate appeal to cut off hand anq foot rathep than to forfeit
eitrance into the kingdom of heaven, The barable of the Jog sheep, directions how to treat a tres-
passing brother, anq the assertion that the body of disciples clothed with divine authority ang
that their prayep ¢« 4g touching anything  woyu1q be answered led the ay to the Statement thyt

"¢ tWO or three gre gathered together in his name there is Jesus in the midst, But during all
' Precious utterances Peter's ming linzered on our Lord’s qlirwliuusm!wcruingthvlr(:spussiug
brother, and to his question on that subject we are indebted for this lesson,

Verse 21. Then, During the disconrse o
mility and forgivenes,

Some have supposeqd thy
Oceasions, Petep acted

e

n hu~}nr unlimitedq forgiveness, The kingdom of
Came Peter to him, heavey, To Petep'g simple minq this would
OW, ason several other | mean our Lopg's u-n'urmuvm, for he ~|i|l(‘x|n-v»h-d
Spokesman fop the [to see hig beloveq Master enthroneq, Crowned,
we have seen in uurimrvulurmr_\' and Sceptered, Jfe had not yet learned that
note, it is not unlikely that he had become an ob- | strange lesson, My kingdom g not of* thig

Ject of theip To us also “the kingdom of heavep

| means the Lord’s ;sn\'('rmnvm, only that we have
ants to know how to | bettep Opportunities than haq Peter to undep-
t them, Lord, how oftshall my brother | stanq how thig government woulq pe exercised,
sin against me, and I forgiye him? 3 ques- | A certain king which would take account
tion often asked even by Christians, Till seven | of his servants. Rounq about Judeg in the
times ? Jewish rabbis &encrally taught that for- | fipst half of the first century kings wepe plentiful,
giveness should pe granted to the second and | This king’s “‘servants " were his office,
third offense, hut not to the fourth, Peter knew especially thoge engaged in ¢
that Jesus would extenq forgiveness far beyonq nue, and his “taking
this, but with him it wag still a question of de- | his making reckonin,
gree,  Jesus Proceeds to tegel

al envy—that some of his twelye world,”
“brothers had sinneq against him, and, being
A conscientioys man, he w

s of State,
ollecting hig reve-
account” of them means
g with them, Governors of
h him that as there | Petty provinces were appointeq quite as mucp to
ire no bounds to the love of God, 50 there must | draw taxes from the People as to administep jus-
be none to the love of his children, Iti('l-. and often they farmeq out their provinees
221 Say not unto thee, Unti) seven | to lowep officials, The time has e
times, Peter'y ('hrlstinnily reached as fap g at the end of the civie year,
that of thousands nowadays ; quite as fap as | for theip regular reports,
tian who, preferring law to Gos-
S, “How fap may I go without trans.
122" But we are no longep under the
but undep grace, Until seventy times 24. One was brought unto him, The
©n, That 15, probably, foup hundred anq phrnsr‘nlun:y indicates that this ma
ninety, though it may be interpreteq m-\'vm_\-l’lnrivus wrongdoer, ]‘1-rhnp~a he
MVEN. In eithep cqse it means an hulc-ﬂnitn-I the revenues, The governors of other districts
number of times Jjust as {ruquently as the [ had appeared promptly, but he did not appear
offending brother asks 1o be forgiven, with them, and had to pe brought by force,
2% Therefore, With reference ’Owed him ten thousand talents, Ap

ome, perhaps
when this king calls
God is our King, By
| every erisig in our lives e would take account of
| us, and our returns cannot be made in coin, bhut
by words anq deeds,

N was a no-
had plundereq

to this duty
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enormous sum, hardly short of ten millions of’ 29. Fell down at his feet. Humiliating
dollars ; perbaps far beyond it. It expresses an | himself as abjectly as his creditor had humil
unlimited amount, and represents the debt uf‘ iated himself before the king. It is as difficult to
sin, for which it is impossible any man should | pay a hundred pence as ten thousand talents if
make satisfaction. you own nothing. Have patience with me,
25. He had not to pay. He had wu.-m-d;nnd I will pay thee all, There is hardly
the revenues of his province, His ill-gotten |a town or village in the country, hardly a
gains were gone. Commanded him to be | churth, no matter how small, hardly a littl
sold, and his wife, and children, and all social group, but from their hearts many of its
that he had. Sold as slaves. This barbarous | members utter this pitiful cry to some corpora
custom was almost universal in ancient times, | tion or per:
The Jewish law moderated it (Lev, 25, 39), but, as 30. Went and cast him into prison,
the law was practiced, slavery as a result of | Doubtless he Jjustified himself in so doing, as
debts does not seem to have been infrequent. ‘ most men who do wrong for the love of money
Besides, many of the Jews close to Palestine, as ‘ justify themselves. * Business is business : Iam
well as those in farther countries, were governed | not responsible for other folk’s affairs.””  Till he
by Gentile despots, and the action of this king | should pay the debt. One of the deepest
would be familiar to them. The horrors of slav- | stains on humanity’s record, in modern and West
ery have only lately been gradually abolished by ’crn civilization as wel in ancient oriental bar
the influence of Christianity, | barism, is that most punitive measures are not "
26G. Worshiped him. Did him abject rever- formatory or restorative in their effect, and som.
ence. There is no penitence shown here, only | actually make amendment impossible,
fear of punishment. Have patience with me, | 31, His fellowsservants, Doubtless som:
and I will pay thee all, A wild promise. He | of them supposed that their turn was coming
underiakes to do what he could not do, or at least | next,
could do only by still greater extortion from the | 32. I forgave thee all that debt, because
Poor. thou desiredst me. In fact, the king haudl
27. Moved with compassion. The king granted far more than the man had requested ; he
did not expect his frightened scrvant to keep had asked for forbearance, the king had remitted
this promise ; he pitied him. Loosed him, Or- the entire debt.
dered the chaing to be dropped from his wrists and
ankles, rgave him the debt. Not exacting
even when he might afterward be able to pay.
28. Servant .... fellow=servant. hese
words we naturally refer to slaves or employees | 34« The tormentors. Our Lord refers to
of a menial sort, but in the phraseology of the | Methods familiar to oriental despotism,  Thes
Orient they would be used of high government | Were the jailers, whose office it often was to
officials, the haughtiest of whom, as related to | afflict and torture their prisone Till he
Pence.  Coins worth | shonld pay. That is, for life, because paymen

33. Shouldest not thon also. Every rea
son why he should receive mercy was an argu
ment why he should grant merey,

the king, was a slave.
about fifteen or sixteen cents, so that the whole | Was utterly impossible,

s owed would be about sixteen dollars, Tln'! 35. From your hearts, The act is nothinge
proportion between the amount of this debt and | ifit be not willingly and kindly dene. A man
the debt to the king is startling. Took him by | may remit debts from contempt or ostentation,
the throat. Throttled him. Such brutality is | but a Christian must do it from love. Our Lovd
a common incident in the eriminal courts of the | gives no rule of three times ven times, but
Eust, enjoins hearty, full forgivenes

CRITICAL AND HOMILETICAL NOTES.

Verse 21. Then, After an unpleasant dis- | must first be taken by the one offended ; and,
pute among the disciples concerning precedence, | secondly, in the event of penitence, complete
in which Peter probably felt himself to he ag- | forgiveness, How oft? Jesus had said noth-
grieved, and which called from Jesus certain in- ing about how often this was to be done. The
structions in reference to forgiveness, The Lord | common Jewish law said three times, but Peter
laid down two great principles for his kingdom | knew that the kingdom of Christ would require
which were quite at variance with common sen- | more than that. He therefore used the number
timent. First, that steps toward reconciliation of perfection, seven. The question suggests a
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remnant of irritation and isequivalent to saying, ’wu.-; absolved, But our God is never deceived,
*“Is there to be no end of forgiving # ‘J No guilty soul comes into the joy of pardon who
22. Seventy times sey A strong reply, | is sheltering himself in vain effort to work out
not implying any definite number of times, [t his own redemption, Our salvation stands not
is simply times without number, Spirituality | in anything in us, but or y by what is in him. A
climinates the unforgiving temper altogether, | hundred pence. The penny, aRoman denarius,
and accordingly knows no bounds of number, | Was asilver coin equivalent to the attic drachma,
Therefore, The reasons for this law of | Thus the whole debt would be only about fifteen
unlimited pardon are imaged in the parable, ‘«lnllar.«-, an insignificant sum in comparison with
They are (1) Every member of the kingdom of | the millions he himself owed, What are the of-
erace is himself the recipient of g boundless par- | fenses of our brethren in comparison to our guilt
don. (2) God’s grace granted becomes a moral | before God !
prineiple in the soul of every recipient, If 1!1:-] 30. But he would not.  Another proof of
gitt of pardon does not produce the spirit of par- | the shallowness of his penitence, It is an invari-
don, it is, by the very law of its own life, revoked, | able law that faith partakes of the character of
24. One brought to him. Eithera farmer of | its object, He who surrenders himself to him
revenue on a great scale or the satrap of a prov- ( who has died for sin will, by the might of an in-
ince, whose duty it is to remit the tribute of the | ward affinity, himself also die to sin, God's
country under his jurisdiction to the sovereign., | grace received hecomes the law of the recipient’s
Trench. 'Ten thousand talents, If the He- | heart. ““If any man have not the spirit of Christ,
brew silver talent 1s meant, it would be not less | he is none of his,”
than fifteen million dollars § the Hebrew talent nfl 31. They were very sorry. The truth of
#old equals two hundred millions, Bengel s erted in the
the Greek language cannot €Xpress in two words | universal consciousness of men, There is no
i definite sum larger than this, The idea is that | need of a worded command to make it appear.
this enormous sum pictures the indebtedness of | Its gross violation is abhorrent to the soul’s in-
a sinner to God, an indebtedr which he is ut- | tuition,
terly incapable of paying. Sin is often presented | 32, How close a union there is between
in the New Testament as a debt (Matt, 12). | God’s pardon and ours is seen inthe way in which
Every neglect of duty to God is really a violated | Jesus has conjoined them in the Lord’s Prayer,
obligation, a debt requiring to be discharged by | “ Forgive us our debts as we forgive our
i penalty, | debtors,” and is the only comment he makes upon
25. He had not to pay. This is the guilty | all the petitions of that prayer (Matt, 6, 14-15),
soul’'s consc iousness, No personal merit can | Notice also how Paul couples human forgiveness
undo a wrong done. His lord commanded | With Christ’s (Eph, 4. Col. 8. 13),

!lhq- spiritual law here affirmed is as

him to be sold.  Both the Roman and the Mo- m——

saie law permitted the sale of a debtor (Lev, 25, Thoughts for Young People,

W Exod, 29, Eliminate merey, and there is Forgiveness,

no hope for a guilty si efore the bar of God, 1. We should forgive those who have wronged

27. Forgnve him the debt. Pardon is the us, and not cherish resentment, Verse 21,
free act of God by which he releases the guilty 2. We should forgive repeatedly, not once, nor
fiuner from his deserved penalty.  There is but a seven times, nor seventy-seven times, but as
sinzle  condition imposed, namely, yn-niu-n(‘n’nflvn as we are called upon in the right spirit,
(Isa. 55. 7). 'The law nc ver was proclaimed with | Vepge 2.
the purpose of securing salvation throngh obedi- 3. We should forgive those who confess their
ence. Its aim was, by presenting the perfect !xins and show a sincere spirit of repentance and
righteousness of God, to show the utter awful- reformation,
ness of man’s sin (Rom, 7. 13), and so bring the | 4, We should forgive others as God forgives
Sinner to penitence.  Then and then only is he in ‘ us, freely, and without exacting all our rights,
the condition in which he n be absolved. Thus | 5, We should forgive others because God has
pardon is not by merit, but by grace, forgiven us, and should be like God in our for-
28. But the same servant. The conduct | giveness, Ve se 33,
of this man proves that he had not complied with « Our forgiveness should be sincere, hearty
the necessary condition of pardon, He was not | and full i cherishing no bitter feeling, forgetting
really penitent, His promise, “‘I will pay thee | as well as forgiving. Verse 35,
all," indicates an utter failure to recognize the| 7. Unless we do forgive others, we have no
measure of his obligation and his ability to re- | right to ask God to forgive us ; unforgiving, we
pay. His shallow grief deceived his lord and he must expect wrath, Verse 35,

|
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Orientalisms of the Lesson,

The word used for servant in both cases in this
lesson is donlos, slave,sothat the lesson gains force
by recalling the whole servant system, or system of
slavery. Among the Hebrews slaves were usually
foreigners obtained either by war, when the cap-
tives became the personal property of the captors,
or by purchase, the children also belonging to
the master. The usual price of a slave was thirty
shekels, Sometimes a Jew became the voluntary
slave of another Jew in consequence of poverty,
Sometimes the debtor was sold by the creditor
along with the family. Israelites were sold for
theft, but their condition was more tolerable than
that of the Roman slaves, as all slaves of Hebrew
descent were set free after six years of servitude,
with a replenishing of cattle and fruits, Among
the Romans slaves were acquired as captives in
war and sold on the spot, or they might be for-
eigners =old by auction, or they might be slaves
by birth, or eriminals punished with the loss of
liberty, Slaves were of two kinds: First, those
of the state, employed in publie works, the num-
ber of which was immense, Second, domestic
slaves, A body of slaves belonging to one person
was called fionilia, but there must be more than
two. In the age of Augustus the lowest number
of slaves a respectable person could keep was ten,
though as many as four thousand are recorded to
have been left at his death by a citizen who had

who were subdued in wars of conquest and
allowed to remain upon the land, paying a certain
rental, but obliged to attend their conquerors in
time of war. They were able to acquire property,
Such were the Helots of Sparta. The domestic
slaves were acquired by purchase and were en
tirely the property of their masters, who could
dispose of them like any other goods, These
doulvi were found at Athens and Corinth, and
were very numerous in commercial cities, per-
forming the work of artisans and manufacturers
Even the poorest citizen had a slave for the care
of his household. There was a regular slave-
market in Athens, Greek slaves were, on the
whole, in better condition than those of Rome, u
degree of liberty and indulgence being allowed
them, and their lives and persons were protected
by law.

Taking the parable, therefore, on its face, the
first servant alluded to was a slave, as well as th
second. He may have been a provincial gover
or, a farmer of taxes, or other high official, an
still have been a slave ; and if so, the enormons
sum of ten thousand talents might have referen
to the revenue of a political district, though it is
| quite probable that the Master used these talents
‘unly to express a vast sum, as the term “ten
| thousand " is the largest that can be expressed in
the Greek language in two words as a distinct
and continuous sum. If the person was a slav
of an ordinary kind, and owed such a debt, he

lost much of his property in the civil wars. The
domestic slaves were of two kinds—those of the
city and those employed in the country ; the for-
mer being stewards, librarians, doctors, cup-
bearers, footmen, sedan carriers, ete, § the latter
employed as tailors, millers, ete, They were not
reckoned as persons, but as things, and could be
disposed of by their masters at their pleasure.
They were often cruelly treated, being put in
irons, whipped, branded, crucified, ete, They
could not give testimony in court, nor enter
military service, nor receive an inheritance, nor
dispose of their own property.  Their property
was, strictly speaking, their master’s, though
some portion of their gains was considered their
own, Their own savings were sometimes used
to purchase their liberty, and yet these savings
were often all given away in presents on the mar-
riage of the son or daughter of their master.
Even when free they did not become Roman eiti-
zens nor absolutely disconnected from their for-
mer master, to whom they must still fulfill certain
duties, on pain of being brought again into
slavery.

Among the Greeks slavery existed almost
throughout the whole land, There were two
kinds of slavery among them, First, the people

could not pay it while the world lasts. The allow
| ance of such a Roman slave would be four or five
| pecks of grain a month and five denarii, besides
‘Iu da’r allowance. Whatever such slaves saved
| or got by other means, with the master's consent,
was their own, known as peculium,. Sometimes
| they accumulated quite a sum and put it at inter-
‘wt until they could purchase a slave for them-
f selves, from whose labor they might profit,
and ultimately get money enough to buy their
own freedom, as is shown at length in Adams's
Roman Antiquities, 1t is possible, therefore, that
the second servant was the property of the first
servant,

Verse 25 says that this man was ordered to he
sold and his wife and children and all that he hatl,
which was an ancient Hebrew custom, as well as
a custom of the Roman Empire: but he, in turmn,
ordered his fellow-slave to be imprisoned and
delivered to the tormentors till he should pay
There were no less than thirty-four methods of
torture which could be used. This was not so
much intended as punishment as it was to wring
from him an acknowledgment that he had money
which was secreted, not an uncommon thing
among Asiatics, who thus escaped payment of
what they justly owed and were able to pay. The
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to torture to secure Y payment |

not only throngh Bible
lands, but still farther cast.  The great empire of
China is not supported by
levied taxes, but by
the emperor down t
sulting in a deman
availability of the resoureces of the individual, a
species of couxing and threatening, and even of
.:,II]I'II"\I'I‘_\III]IIL,'ih',,’ull\'“
from the individual that it s dcemed prudent to
tear from him. This naturally in a
stealthy possession of much goods or money kept
out of sight, sometimes by bribing the offi. ial,
that the owner may cape with as little demand
upon him as possible,

widely enough known,

any «ally
A suceession of squeezes from

systemat
o the lowest official, often re
L according to the measure of

tormenting or torturiy

results

By Way or Illustration,

Verses 21, 22, The principle of forgiveness is
distinctively Christian® Forgiveness is love in
full bloom; it is love raised to the highest power ;
it is kindness unto the unthankful and to the
evil.—Monday Club,

Love is not to be
tuble.—Sehapf, |

God's forgiveness, As only the king or ruler
can forgive treason in his subjects, 8o God only |
has the power to forgive sin. As no man can |
forgive a debt but the creditor to whom the debt
1% due, o God only can forgive our sins,—Foster,

Golden text, A European duke of the Middle |
Ages heard that his enemy was to pass unpro- |
tected near his domain, e determined to cap- ‘
ture and murder him, is chaplain at prayer
that evening instead of the usual worship repeat- |
ed the Lord’s Prayer with great earnestness, agk- |
ing the king to repeat each sentence after him,
When the chaplain said, * Forgive us our tres-
passes as we forgive those who trespass against
us," the duke was silent, Then he said, “I will
not forgive my enemy.” “God cannot forgive
you,” answered the chaplain, “Go to your re-
venge and meet your sins unforgiven at the judg-
ment.”  The duke did not rise from his knm-n‘
for some time. e was heard to pray, “Forgive
me as I desire to forgive the man who has
wronged me,” The chaplain responded, “Amen,”
knowing that the enemy was safe and the king

limited by the multiplication '

|
|
|
was forgiven, [

You say that the desert is a desert because

no
but that is only half the truth. :
rain falls upon it because it is a desert, The
ted air rushing up from its arid surfaces dis-
pberses the vapors that would descend in rain,
Some moisture there must he on the earth, else |
there cannot be rain from heaven, 8o in )’()lll"'
lieart this forgiving disposition must be, else you

rain falls upon it,
N

hey

SUNDAY SCHoor BANNER,

cannot rejoice in the fullness of God's for
Washington Gladden,
ayer of the w

Ziving
grace, =
I

such

Yirong man,. Let us conceive
O God, I have

inst thee many times
setful of thy goodness

I have committed many s
Deal with me, | beseech thee
deal with my neighbor,
e one hundredth part as muc h as I have offend-
ed thee, but I cannot forgive him. He has been
very ungrateful to me, though not an hundredth
part as ungrateful as I have been to thee, yet I
cannot overlook such base ingratitude, Dea]
with me, O Lord, as I deal with him, | remem-
ber and treasure up every little trifle which shows
how ill he has behaved to me. Deal with me, 0
Lord, as I deal with him.” Can anything be
more shocking and horrible than such a prayer %
Yet this is Just the prayer the unforgiving man
offers every time he repeats the Lord’s Prayer,.—
Avehbishop Haye,

Forgiveness wins a brother,
an illustration of this, Chilo has betrayed an
old man, Glaucus, robbed him of wife and chil-
dren, and caused him to be delivered to the exe-
cutioner, Nero is amusing himself with burning
the C ians and Glaucus is among them.
Chilo in a chariot suddenly beholds him, stanch
and loyal in faith, though suffering untold ago-
nies.  Chilo’s conscience overwhelms him, his
perfidy condemns him, He cries out, “ Glaucus !
in Christ’s name, forgive me!” The head of the
martyr moved slightly, and from the top of the
mast was heard a voice like a groan, “I fop-
give ! Wonderful revelation of forgiving love !
Glaucus, thou hast gained thy brother, for Chilo
80es straight to baptism and suffering in his loy-
alty to the forgiving love which to him had been
given by the burning martyr,—¥; Boynton,

aman praying, IHe says;
sinned I have been
I have broken
thy laws, ret sins,
» O Lord, even as [

He hath not offended

A Polish novel gives

Heart Talks on the Lesson.

“T will never forgive
live.”  Think of it !

that person as long as I
words like these upon mor-
tal lips, even upon the lips of one bearing the
name of Christian! Ana yet one so speaks and
then prays, Forgive me my trespasses, asI for-
give others.” If indeed there is bitterness in the
heart such as these unforgiving words imply, we
are asking God neverto forgive us as long as God
lives! We turn with horror from such a thought,
Let us, then, be careful never to speak such idle
words, and to put far away from us an unmerei-
ful, unforgiving mind, "owstrnnaly incontrast
with the resentful, retaliating spirit we too often
see in others, and quite too often feel ourselves,
is the teaching of Jesus in this lesson.  Universal
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human nature displayed itself in the little hoy
who refused to pray for his sister in his bedtime
prayer because she had broken one of his toys,
‘' 8he was naughty, 1 know, but you must for.
give her,” his mother pleaded. * Well, I wiil,”
he reluctantly said, “but just let me go down
stairs and give her one good slap first,”

Jesus’s answer to Peter’s question, * How many
times must I forgive?"* shows that the spirit of
forgiveness toward those who offend us, if it is at
all like the forgiveness of God toward us, must he
without limit. Ah! if-God should stop with
seventy times seven in passing by our trespasses, |
what hope could we have ¥ The measure of our
duty to others is, ** Even as God for Christ’s sake |
hath forgiven you.” He says, * Their sins and
their iniquities will I remember no more.” He |

3 forgives and forgets, |

The parable illustrates the full and unmerited
pardon God bestows upon us, and our great sin
of ingratitude when we forget the me: we have
received and are hard with those who offend us, |
This man was enormously in debt ; he had noth- |
ing to pay ; his lord had compassion and forgave
him all. Instead, however, of fecling the same |
compassion for his own debtor, he treated him |
with merciless cruelty, His lord had not called
him * wicked *” when he was hopelessly in debt ;
but now that he showed this cold, ungrateful, un- |
forgiving spirit toward his fellow-man, he was a
*wicked servant,”” and no longer worthy to be
himself forgiven, It is not, then, because God is
not always gracious and ready to pardon that
Jesus says, ““ 8o likewise shall my heavenly Fa-
Aier do to you if ye forgive not every one his

rother their trespasses.” But it is because a
fard, resentful, implacable spirit is incapable
receiving the mercy and grace of God, The Holy
Spirit cannot abide in an unforgiving soul.
** Blessed are the merciful ; for they shall obtain
mercy."

The Teachers’ Meeting.

[April 24
all, to whom every man must render an account ;
(4) The servant, * How much owest thou unto
my Lord?"” We all owe to God more thau wi

"can pay. There is not one man who deserves sul

vation for his good works ; (5) The forgiveness
Whena sinner casts himself on divine mercy God

| bestows upon him all grace ; (6) The fellow-:

ant. ** That mercy I to others show, that mercy
show tome;" (7) The punishment. The form of
punishment is left in shadow, though it is not
less real because unseen.,

Before the Class.

Introduction, Present the intervening events
between our last lesson and the present one,
and especially the chief points of the first twenty
verses of this eighteenth chapter of Matthew, in
which the subject of humility is so clearly
treated, The instructions given in verses 1
concerning our attitude toward one who has in
jured us were, in all probability, the cause of
the question of Peter concerning forgiveness and
the illustrative answer of Jesus, which question
and answer form the text of to-day’s lesson,

Development of the text.  Place upon the board
the three headings, * The Disciple’s Question,”
“The Lord’s Reply,” and *‘The Impressive
Parable.”  Under these write the various
thoughts as they are brought out in the class by
questioning.

L. The disciple's questions, Note in the bi-
ginning that this question of Peter’s was (a) A
very practical question. It had to do with ti
affairs of daily life, and was exceedingly impor
tant, as it dealt with the relations existing b
tween man  and man, upon which relations
depended  the harmony and peace of society
(b) A very wise question. It not only dealt wit)
| man’s relation to man, but with man’s rel
tion to God. In the Lord’s Prayer we pra
1 ‘‘Forgive us our debts, as we forgive our deht
| ors,” and thus it behooves us to find out to whi

Tell the parable, or draw it out from the class | €Xtent we are called upon to forgive those who
++..8how how the parable presents a picture of | have in any way injured us, that we may In
salvation as given tous. (1) The Lord ; (2) Our |Sure we are right in our treatment of such cre
debt ; (8) How it is forgiven; (4) What should | We ask God so to deal with us.
be our spirit toward others....(1) The question. 2. The Lord’s reply. Taking the direct r«
It comes to us often, for we all have complaints | reply and leaving the illustrative reply for latc
against our fellows. Some do as they are done consideration, note that it was (a) Authori
by. Pharisees forgive three times, better men | tative. Jesus turns to Peter and the author
seven times ; seventy-times seven points to ihe |tative *‘I say’ begins the sentence. Thus the
unlimited grace of God, which we should copy : (answer came to Peter, and through the Gosjel
(2) The parable, A story is better than a direct | record to us, as adirect teaching on this very sub
answer ; it arouses interest, aids the memory, | ject from the Lord himself. (b) Specific. Thor
awakens thought, and helps us to answer our could be no possible question as to Jesus's posi
own questions : () The king. He is the Lord of | tion with reference to this important subject
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e e i —
(¢) Comprehensive, The Jewish law required |(v; The showing of this forgiving spirit is a
forgiveness three times ; Peter, with 4 I;u‘;.:t-rjlwl whether we may safely be forgiven by God
view, thus giving evidence of some growth dur- | op oy,
g his discipleship, was willing to make it Y——
seven times ; Jesus pronounces the law of for
giveness as being unlimited in jts operation by OPTIONAL HYMNS,
any number of times, |

3 The impressive parvable,  In this parable | There’s a wideness,
note three things about the king: (a) He \\na“ Wondrous Words,
one who from time to time called for g reckon- | Depth of mercy,
ing from his servants, 8o God our King is keep- | Love divine,
g an account with us, and from time to time O scatter seeds,
he calls for a settlement, (%) He was one who
could be just and stern (verse 25), but at the
same time merciful ang full of compassion, 8o Sing the praise of Him forever,
God our Father is Jjust, but covering his stern All glory to Jesus be given,
justice as the mercy seat covered the law in the O what amazing werds of grace.
ark of the covenant, is his great compassion Kind words can never die,
for his erring servants,  (¢) He was one who Have you a kindness shown »
manifested wrath gt evil-doing (verse ) and
;:::::::::LI ’:! 80 our God is angry at sin and Library Refer’ences.

Then note with reference to the debt (a) Its| THE ParapLe —Dods, The Purabies o Our
iImmensity, and (b) 'l'lwinlpussihilny of paying it, | Lord.  First Series, pages 129-150, Arnot, 7%
'l'|n~“rvprrm»mh'lhvmnguilud\- of the debt which, | Zrables of Our Lord, pages 185-204, Trench,
the sinner owes to God, and the hopelessness of | Notes on the urables & Our Lord, section 8, Goebel,
ever paying it.” (¢) Compare this amount with | 7% Purables of Jesus, pages 281-208, Nevin, 7.

the extremely small amount owing the servant | Frables of Jesus, pages 143-165. Bruce, 70 2y
from his fellow-servant, which represents the | ’f""”’ /""”i/'{/ o Christ, pages 237-259, Dover,
comparative value of the debts owing Goa | The Hidden Wora, bages 100-106,

from us and those owing to us from our fellow- ' DEBTORS AND CREDITORS 1IN THE Easr.- -
tram, Fastern Customs in Bible Lands, pages 223

men.
Sketeh briefly the character of the servant, (‘l & “"““T" ,",‘” “”“1 ‘"'”m v;t"('hrhd, “.' ¥ x
showing his harshness, cruelty, savage spirit, | € g l)'|!r||3, ”M[m,"/ 'é’ Home, 1V, pu!-."‘.s 154, ,l'
and utter lack of sympathy and the forgiving | ml l.u,l:\‘T,—..\\‘Illmmsnn, Money of the B
spirit. Lastly, speak of the punishment. (a) T} lti;lw . Kell, Bilical Ardiaciigy; T pagos
punishment was given by a Jjust, compassionate oy " " v
judge. (0) A falr trial had been given the| Fr ran'e Hanpsook: Ver, B4, The v
servant, (¢) The servant himself seems to have | ,],w‘ Ver. 25, l.h:-'r‘luhA!suf('rwlnnrﬂ. 831, Ver .'N'
offered no word of remonstrance—his own heart | ‘l_l';‘ '_:‘l”!;:"'v “"‘»:; lukl:lgrzlutl'l'l(l'!nr by force, 640,
“r. 34, The “ tormentors,” 679,

condemned him, 8¢ With our Father; he is |
merciful and just, and gives us every opportu- |
nity to meet his cluims upon us, providing in
Jesus Christ a w Y 1o meet fully all such claims
and receive forgiveness of the great debt we owe
bim; but if we do not show the same forgiving
Epirit to our fellow-men, it is g sign that we are
ot in a condition to be forgiven of God, and in |
the end punishment wij] overtake us, and this

punishment we, in our own hearts, will pro- ,'-ORGIVE AND YE

nounce just, SHALL BE
Sweeific application, 1n closing present the fol-

lowing su:lnlnmry concerning true forgiveness ; EoRGlVEN

(@) Required of all, (b) Not limited by the mul- | - o)

tiplication table, (¢) The full act is conditioned

pon the repentance of the offender ; but (d) The

Q C
forgiving 8pirit should be shown at all times K PTI; EVEK B FO %lq
Without regard to the repentance of the offender, EE H : E RE !—'

Blackhoard,

)
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PRIMARY TEACHERS' DEPARTMENT.

An Easter Thouglht,

Wourn you attach a wing to the soul of every
child Easter Day ? Would you give each one |
some thought that shall lift and 1
in happy flight above caresand anxicties ¥ They |
do have their cares and anxieties, even as grown-
up folks have them. A little cloud is as much a
s abig cloud in a |

|
ar them away |

scrious matter in a small sky
bigsky. The supreme, the uplifting thought, the |
wing that carries us to greater and greater

heights of Easter joy, is the soul’s faith that in

the sorest emergencies, even death itself, Jes |
Christ is equal to that emergency. Can you not get

that thought into the children’s hearts, that Jesus |
is everything in every hour of need ¢ In sickness,
death itself, Jesus lifts the soul above it, Fasten

that wing to the little hearts before you, pressed |
down, beating anxiously. How they will soar ! [
Don’t let your scholars be afraid of death. That

is one reason why Easter comes, to lead into lib-

orty the souls that all their lives have been in

bondage to the fear of death, Who can tell by

what fear some misinstructed, tender little soul

in your class may be fettered? Give the needed

instruction, Break the fetter. Bring the Saviour

before them, It is his love that will do the work,

Lambs will not fear the shadows in the valley

when they see the Good Shepherd there, Let

them see him there, and O, get them Jjubilantly to

sing, * Jesus Christ is risen to-day! "

E.A. R

1

“ Practical Primary Plans.” }
Tuis is the title of a new book, written by Mr. |
Isruel P. Black, of Philadelphia, and published in |
that city by the Westminster Press. We have |
long known Mr. Black as a thoroughgoing, de- ‘
voted, and successful conductor of a primur)"
class, and are glad to find him willing to bestow
upon the fraternity of primary workers all his
ideas and methods, which will be gladly studied
and put to use.

It is the observation of the editor of the
JOURNAL thygt primary teachers as a body will
take more trouble, spend more time and money, J
attend more conventions, and make more sacri- |
fices in their work than any other class of Sunday
school teachers. There are two reasons for this
trait.  One is that they deal with little children,
whose love and enthusiasm awaken the same
qualities in their teachers. Another reason isthat, |
inasmuch as little children inust be kept interest-
ed, the primary teacher must be forever on the |

—

alert for new plans and devices to win and to Lo
the attention of her little flo k, Hence there
a constant demand for books like this, whic
show what has been done by one, and what my
be done by others in the primary department.
The word “ practical ** in the title of this ho

| expresses the most prominent trait of its pla

and suggestions, which trait, in owr opinion, ad
to its value. Almost everything described i
this volume has been tested and found practica
ble. “The methods of the new education

ceive some notice, but are not made the rulin.
principle of the volume. Primary teachers (o

well to investigate these methods, but not to fo
low in the Sunday school every new theory of ed
uecation before it has been thoroughly tried
the secular schools,

A valuable feature of this book is the appendiy,

containing a carefully-prepared list of primu
teachers’ helps from all publishers. The book
contains two hundred pages, and is sold at on
dollar,  We hope and believe that it will have
many readers, J. L. H

Notes by the Way,
BY MRS, W, F, CRAFTS,

IN furnishing a primary room there are, first,
things requisite, and, second, things desirabl

Requisite: A place separate and apart from
the main school, a screened or curtained corner,
it nothing better can be had ; seats that will ad
mit of the childen’s feet touching the floor;
facilities for ventilation ; some kind of musical
instrument, here mentioned in order of prefer
ence : piano, organ, autoharp ; a cabinet or chif
fonier in which to keep materials for class work ;
a roll of colored Bible pictures ; a table for the
teacher ; a blackboard ; seats for visitors (parents
in particular).

Desirable : small chairs (with rubber aps on
the legs, if there should be no carpet), cocoa mat
ting or carpet ; pleasantly tinted or papered walls;
large photographs in frames or engravings of
('ln-isl_blc-ssinu little children, the Sistine Ma
donna, the boy Jesus in the carpenter shop ; bits
of color given by placing brightly-colored ban-

jners on which are symbols of Christ or short

Scripture texts; a beautiful silk flag to teach
Christian patriotism ; window boxes for growing
plants ; some decorations made by the children,
such assewing, cards tied with ribbon, or Golden
Text chains ; a sand box 3 a frame to which song
rolls can be attached ; a large illustrated Bille;
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been taught by the

One of the hest things primary teachers can
to work with and
It is God's way, and the Sun
lay school teachep must not try to do any othey
By all means have a quartey mothers’
sociable or, bettep still, a monthly me ting of (he
On these oceasions, the mothe

made to feel so at ¢

varn from the kindergarten js

or the mothers,

way.,

mothers, s should
ase that they will freely
¢ts of child-training, The
repared to give them new

A little tea or coffee will
and words to flow easily,

The primary department of the
ought to be reorganized 80 that it
children from three to five

be
discuss different aspe:
teacher should be 1
and advanced ideas,
cause thoughts

Sunday school

ars of age. ¢ By
A

AGes 3, 4, 5, 8
Bible Storics, Bible Stories,
Life of Chirist, Life of Christ,
Simple Command- ord’s Prayer,
ments, Beatitudes,
Simple Beatitudes, Commandments

Simple Bible Verses,

densed,
Verses, Exercises, and

Twenty-third Psalm,

Songs on (v'i\‘ing;f Bible Verses on Giving,
Temperance  and | Tempera
Mission Hymns,

sions,
Chureh Hymns,

/
L N

The Mission of Failure,
BY JULIA 1, JOHNSTON,

\ YoUse woman with flushed, eager, earnest
face bent over her desk, writing rapidly, and pres.
ently the postman bore on its way the follow-
Iz youthful outburst of confidence and lon
forhelp, It is surely a hopeful si
“y of coming aid when one
for it, looking upward, outwa

“My DEAR Miss SINCLAIR
I' wish you were here to le
A% you are absent, do send a cheering word to g
boor mortal, dim-.r)nragvd and cast down,

“You encouraged me totake the primary class
i the mission school, didn’t you? Well, you will

g
gn and a proph-
who needs it secks
rd, and around ;

(80 ran the letter),
nd a helping hand,

g

shall include |

Con- | Twenty-third Psalm,

nee, and Mis- | Chu
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are these children hot usually included in the
so-called kindergarten department ¥ gom one

asks. Yes, but it js
a word that describes

and not the

imisnomer. “ Kindergupten

is & system of education,
Anditis not g
SubLath
A SYStem that takes the Bib]e
£ dittle children, and it must
tbered that « T,
i department of 1he ¢ hurchof ¢}
word of Christ js taught
hringing souls to ( hrist and
in Christ,”

ages of the ehildpe n.
system that can he carried out on the
day alone, It is not
for the instruction o
ever be reme Sunday school ig

ISt in which the

for the purpose o
of building up souls

Let children six to o
ized into what may 1
ment,

'l'hvl‘hilnl—.\!lhl) movement

| fact that instruction must be
ods in a child’s 1 according to the order of de
velopment, The teachers of little children in the
Sunday school are Wisely grasping this idea,
Last season at the New Jersey Summer 8chool
for Primary Teachers the things which should be
taught to little folks ranging from three te
twelve years of age were tabulated in g confer-
ence in which about two hundred teachers partic-
ipated, as follows :

ight years of age be o N

¢ termed a juvenile depart-

is emphasizing the
adapted to the peri

AGEs 9, 10, 11,

AGE 12

[ Bible Stories,

Life of Christ,
Select Memory Vi
Teaching and Trq
in Giving,
on Giving, Twnpn-rnm-('; M
nee,  and

Bible Stories,
Life of Christ,
Ten Commandments,

rses,
Beatitudes, i

Bible Verses
Tempera
Missions,
rch Hymus,
Apostles’ Creed.
Books of the Bible,
Bible Geography,
Names of Apostles,

ons,
Ten Commandments,
Names of Apostles,
Twenty-third Psalm,
Books of the Bible,
Apostles’ Creed,
Beatitudes,

Chureh ilymns,
Lord’s Py
Catechism,
Chureh Duties,

have to hearten meup a bitif you would hyye
keepit. I got on very well, or though Idia, for
several Sundays, but last time I taught it was
the most dismal failure imaginable, 1 am sure
I have mistaken my calling or misunderstood
what you thought was my * call ’ to this work.
‘I thought I was well prepared with the lesson,
but O, I could a tale unfold of how it came ont
How those little fidgets did wriggle and twist, and
what mischief they contrived ! The things that
happened T eannot begin to tell you, and my
lesson actually left me, so that I felt absolutely
vacant,  Mother is fond of quoting ‘A mina
quite vacant is a mind distressed,” and Iam sure
mine was. The whole lesson was a failure from
beginning to end ; and what is the use of keeping

me
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on when such a thing is possible ¥ Of course it I'io.sx I am sure that the whole Sunday school
was my fault, for I have heard till it fairly fright- | world expects more of this department and
ens me that disorder, inattention, and all such | makes more of it than ever before. The helps
dreadful and to-be-dreaded things are to be laid | are greater, too, and if we make mistakes, we sin
to the teacher more than to the scholar. I ought | against more light than our predecessors had.
to havekepi the midgets interested and quiet by | But there is a snare hid just here, We take
teaching them so well that they couldn’t help | training, we attend institutes and conventions,
behaving, but I couldn’t, and how do I know that | we use helps, we maguify our own office, and we
L ever can again ? ’nn- tempted to think that after all this we must
‘“ Dear Miss Sinclair, I do want to find work | succeed as a matter of course. We do intend to
and do it. My heart aches over my failure, and I | rely upon our Saviour, but it is easy tolean heayv-
want light. Do write and tell me if you think me | ily on other ¢ helps; ’ and what do you suppose,
mistaken in feeling that I ought not to keep on | Louise, my dear, would be the state of mind of
with work that I do so poorly. Give me of your | most of us if we never had a failure in our work ¢
wisdom, for you have gotten so much by experi- | Wouldn't we be puffed up beyond measure ?
ence, Yours despondently, Would we really know how weak we were in our-
“Lovise DusBar.” |selves? Would we be able to keep self out of
The answer from the older and more experi- | the account at all * There is no other way 80 sure
enced friend came speedily, and here it is ; to lead us to self-knowledge of the right sort as
“My Dear Louvise: As my young brother | the path of failure. Iknow very well that humili-
says, you certainly need to be ‘ encouraged up,’ ’miun is not humility. We may be sorry and
and, first of all, I beg of you not to be cast down | ashamed over failure, mortified and disgraced in
as if some strange thing happened unto you, for { our own eyes, without being really humbled be-
I do assure you that, although you may not have | fore our Father, but, after all, true humility
passed this way heretofore, scores of others have | has a chance to grow under the cloud of failure,
trodden this very path before you, and even "when the sunshine of perpetual success would
through failure have achieved success. scorch it
** When you were at college, my dear, had you | * Iere is onelesson, then, to be learned from a
any professor who refused to allow you to go on | full now and again. We find that it is not in us
with any study because you failed in a le; nor in our preparation or appliances that success
or even twice, or thrice ?  Will your divine Mas- | isto be found,
ter be less patient ¥ He remembers that you m-»-I * One thing more, for if my sermon has too
|
|
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dust, remembered it when he made you, as some many heads you will maybe cut them all off
one reminds us, and knows that you are likely to | and forget them. Failures ive us the finest op-
fail now and then, so long as you are in the flesh, | portunitics possible for showing true faith and
But so long as he ‘bids you undismayed go ! courage. Whatis our hope worth if it won’t tide
on,’ you ought not to allow one failure or even | us over a hard place and lift us when we fall *
more to discourage you and make you feel that | Failure drills and schools us in a way that suc-
you should stop. cesses cannot, for the latter make the paths
‘“ And now, Louise, I don’t want to send you a | easy, and then there's no victory, no discipline,
long preachment, but Twant to talk to you a little | * How did you learn to skate ?° was the ques-
out of my heart about the mission of failure, as | tion asked of a boy. ¢ By gettingup every time
I have come to understand it, for it certainly has [ I fell down,’ was the apt reply. There is more
@ mission, and I do not want you to miss it or to 1 to be gained from that costly getting up after o
misunderstand it. Theoretically, we ought not to | fall than from a long run on a smooth track.
fail, and need not. Our Lord has grace sufficient *“ 8o failures, my dear Louise, have a mission
for us and offers it freely. If we trusted as we |of discipline and a mission of opportunity
shonld, and took the gift as offered, we need not | They give a chance to show strength of purpose
fail s but the fact remains that we do fail and fall | and singler of aim. Don’t despise them, while
short simply because we are human, and not | you may regret them and repent over them, We
iufullible.  Often and often we are to blame | have canse to be sorry enough over them, but
altogether, but sometimes we may charge it to ! we must take them to our Saviour, and not let
the limitations of the flesh, and in any case | them hinder our work nor discourage our
our Master can make all things work together souls,
for good, and that doesn’t leave out fuilur«-s,' ‘“Ibelieve T am commissioned just now to
does it ¢ say to those that are of a fearful heart, ‘ Be
** A primary teacher is constantly reminded of strong.! Take courage, dear heart, and try
the importance of her place and her opportuni- | again. Yours faithfully, Grace SixcrLamr.”
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INTERN

|
ATIONAL BIBLE LEssons,
SECOND QUARTER.
S
LESSON 1. (April 3,) |

THE WOMAN OF CANAAN. Matt. 15.
21-31.
GOLDEN TEXT, “Then came sheand worshiped
him, saying, Lord, help me.”  Matt. 15,25,

Primary Notes,
BY MARTHA VAN MARTER,

Victor had a Subbath
school teacher whose great
wish was that all the bo
in his class should unde
stand the free gift of God |
to each one of us. You J
know that this free gift is

— = Jesus. How quickly you
say so when you are asked! But does it s:-n-m"
realto you? Vietor's teacher thought it did not |
seem real to his boys, and he did this: Ife took |
out his gold watch and said, “T have a watch
here, and I want togive it to the boy who will take
it. John, will you have it ?"—beginning at the ‘
head of the class. But John did not think his
teacher could mean to give his beautiful watch to
liim, and he only laughed and drew back. In the
sime way it was offered to each boy in the class,
ind mot one thought the teacher was in carnest ‘
until it came to little Vietor sitting at the foot nf‘
the class.  When it came his turn he reached out
his hand and said, “ I will take it ; thank you very
much.”  How surprised the boys were when lhn‘
teacher placed it in the boy's hand and said, “Tt ‘
18 yours, my boy, to have for your own ! Then i
he taught them that God is in carnest in offering
Jesus to them, and it is only when one believes
this and takes the gift that it becomes his. The
lesson to-day is about a woman who was in
carnest, and so received the wift she asked of
Gnd, |

Show on the map the country of Pheenicia, in
!¢ north of Palestine. Talk about Tyre and !
idon, and tell that the people here were Gentiles, '
or what the Jews called heathen, Bug even these
people had heard of Jesus and his great power, ’

and a woman who was in tr o came to ask
lim tohelp her. Tell what her trouble was : llvr“
own dear little girl was possessed by an evil

|
pirit! No wonder she wanted Jesus to hnl]x(
her!]

What faith does. Do you know what faith is?|
Suppose you were in tronble and could not help |
Yourself?  And suppose that when you \\'ur(-l
wondering what you could do you saw your

[ feol sure that he would do jt ! Why ¢

| Youand will not leave

Tell how the little
|
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own father coming toward you. How quickly

| You would call to him to help you, and you would

Because
that he loves
you in trouble if he can
helpit.  You have faith in your father, and it is
that which makes you call to him fc
expect it when you have called,

What Jesus wants to see in us.  When there is a
story told in the Bible we may be sure there is
something God wants us to learn from it. 8o we
must see what we can find to learn in this story.

Jesus had gone into this strange country be-
ause he wanted to have a little rest, The poor
and the sick and the sorrowful people were fol-
lowing him about, and he was giving, giving,
giving, allthe time. That was just what he loved
to do, but we must remember that he had a body
which grew tired, just as our bodies do, and some-
times he liked to go to a quiet place, where the
people did not know him, and rest for a few days,
But here was a Syrian woman who had heard of
Jesus somehow, and right away she came to him
With her trouble, just as you would go to your
father for help. She called him * Lord,” and
asked him to have merey upon her and cure her
little girl, who had an evil spirit. At first Jesus
did not say a word, and the disciples wanted him
to send her away They thought he did not mean
to help her. When she asked again he told her
he was sent to the Jews, and not to such as she !
Was she discouraged ¢ No, she was too much in
carnest for that. She asked again and said she
would be satisfied with the crumbs that fell from
the table of the Jews! Then Jesus said, “ Great
is thy faith.” Ile saw she really believed in his
power and goodness, and her little girl was cured
that very hour,

What does this mean for v ? That Jesus wants
to see us in real carnest when we ask him for help,
as this woman was, and then he will give to us.

Jesus the healer,  After this a great many people
came to Jesus, and he healed the blind and the
lame and the sick, and cast out evil spirits from
i

he is your father, and You know

or help and

Blackboard teaching. [Let the children recite,
with appropriate motions :

o little eyesto look to God,

T'wo little ears to hear his word,

Two little feet to walk in his ways,

Two hands to work for him all my days,
One little mouth to speak his truth,

One little heart for him now in my youth—
T them, dear J. us, and let them be
Always obedient and truc to thee,”

eyes and feet and hands and
lips and heart all need the healing touch of Jesus,
because sin has come into the world and hurt
each one of us, and how Jesus stands ready to
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heal every child who is in carnest and will come
to him for help.  If we may in some such way
counect the story of the lesson with our daily
needs, we may make provision in little hearts for
the days to come, and so prepare the way for the
divine Healer,

Kindergarten Hints.
BY MKS. MARY J, CHISHOLM FOSTER,

KINDERGARTEN DeraARTMENT, The Woman of
Canaan, Matt. 15, 28-39,

GoLpeN TEXT. “ Lord help me ! Matt, 15, 25.

AIDs T0 THE KINDERGARTNER, Holy Bible,
Luke 11; The Still Hour (Professor Austin Phelps);
The Religious Feeling (Smyth), * The Feeling of De-
pendence ;" * Shall He find Faith on the Earth ¢ "
(Bishop Phillips Brooks); * More Things are
Wrought by Prayer than this World Dreams of,”

ATTENTION STORY.

Though Jesus was glad to talk of sowing and
reaping, and of the birds and beasts and flowers,
he never forgot people. We remember that he
said people are of more value than many spar-
rows, and he loved people more than all else,
Once when he had been talking to those who
loved him and who liked to follow him he went
to a coast country near the sea. A woman came
to him there because she had a sorrow which she
wanted to tell him about. This woman had a
daughter who was very unhappy. Perhaps she
was a little girl. We are sure that the mother
loved her and wanted her mind made well, She
knew Jesus could heal her, The disciples said,
‘* Send her away,” because she cried so and made
a noise, but she asked Jesus to help her. Do you
think he cared or tried to help ? Let us see here !
[Read Matt. 15. 28.] How kind and loving! But
it was just like him to help the woman and to
make her little girl well, Then he went away to
the Bea of Galilee, and up on a mountain, where
many people came asking him to make them
well and strong.  Let us read about it. [Read
Matt. 15, 29-39. ]

Explainunusual words: * Will,” “insomuch,”
‘‘ compassion," * fasting," “ glorified.”

OUTLINE.

Sunday. The willingness to help and the loving
care of Jesus are illustrated in the twenty-eighth
verse and from here to the thirty-second. This

’i» saflicient for to-day. st, Jesus made the
unhappy girl to have peace, This is work with
[the individual. Jesus went then to work for
the multitude.  The lesson story and Golden
Fext may be supplemented with conversation
Which will awaken gratitude within the hearts of
the dear children as they are rer inded that thes
sreat blessings have been given to them also,

Vonday. When the child was in trouble and
was *‘vexed™ the mother could not be happy

| She brought the child to Jesus just as truly asthe

other mothers did that day when he said, ** Suffer

| themto come 1 just as before the disciples said
| * Send themaway.”  Though they said that many
| times, never once did Jesus send people away b
fore helping them, Pain of mind is worse than
pain of body. Jesus healed both,

" ZLuesday. I

s helped the one and then the
many. This is a lesson for a present-day prob-
lem of individuals and communities. The kinder-
garten spirit of unity and helpfulness is a key to
openmany doors. The spirit of the Golden Rule
and of the new commandment is to be taught
love, love! We may work first for the one, then
for the many.

Wednesday. 1f we are quick to see what G«
does to-day forall people, we will learn that they,
too, have glorified the God of Israel. (Verse 31,
last clause.) Teach a lesson of thanksgiving and
praise to the One who is so good.

Thursday. The story of Jesus feeding the
people that their bodies might keep strong may
be told, and a lesson in economy be taught, Sav
ing the “broken picces™ the parts that seem
worthless, may teach a deep and lasting lesson.

Friday. The prayer of the woman in the
Golden Text is the same which people offer now.
The dear little children may say this prayer to-
gether. What help do you need to-day and to
morrow ? Ask for it and you will have it, It
you need help to be gentle and kind and helptul
and patient, God will hear your prayer and help
you too. Jesus has taught usto ask for daily
bread and all peace of mind, eyesight, power of
gpeech, food, and all that we find was given to
the people our lesson tells about—all these things
are done for us now. How good we should be
how loving and gentle !

Naruke Work. Talk of the wonders of the
| sea, naming some of them. Coral would be
‘f;.mml topic. Another, of which children never

tire, is the sponge. A brief study will prepar
the teacher togive a most wonderful nature talk

Art Work. Show a picture of a scacoast—a

sandy one or a rocky one.

HAND WORK. The small children may fold
paper boats and sail them in apan of water, They
may draw pictures of boats also.
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THE TrANSITION CLoss may make something | ing draw the tomb on the board.] Who can tell
of wood or of paper at home which is connected | What day of the week it was when Jesus was cruci-
with the lesson thoughts, Tt may be a drawing | fieq ¢ Yes, it was Friday, and he was put in the
ol afish, aloaf of bread, a basket, or something tomb that same day. e was there that night
clse, and the next day and the next night, which was
SCIENCE AT HOME WitH THE MoTns K. Tulk of Saturday night,
the strong tie 1

tweena mother and her children, While Jesus was living he had said that he
What would she do for them s God's love is | would suffer and die, and be
greater. A mother may forget her child, yet | thipq day. His ai
will not T forget them.” Jesus loved that little | g 1
girk more than her mother did,  He loves Us now | syid,

sed again the
sciples seem to haye forgotten
id this, but his enemics did not.  They
We will send some soldiers to guard the

niore dearly and is neare rthan a mother, | tomb, so that no one

an come to steal his body
10y did not do this beeause they loved
They were bad men, and they thought
other people were bad too, and that the disciples
THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS. Mark might steal his body, and then pretend that he
16. 1-8. had risen from the dead,
GoLDEN TE “Now is Christ risen from (h(-‘! Very early on Sunday morning some women
dead, and become the first fruits of them that | who loved Jesus came to the tomb. They brought
slept.” 1 Cor. 15, 20, | sweet spices to anoint his body. It was very
| early when they came. They wondered how they
could roll away the big stone from the door of the
A big flat stone I; 'inlhc““"“"' but when they got there it was rolled
field in which Bennie often | #Way ! What could it mean? Perhaps they
played. One day he saw a | thought that some one had stolen the body of
little green leaf working its | Jesus. They stooped down and looked into the
way out from under the 1 tomb, and there they saw a wonderful sight! The
stone and wondered what | Place was full of bright, beautiful light, and in
it meant. When he looked | the brightness they saw an angel | They were
again, two or three days |afraid, but the angel told them not to fear, and
later, he saw that it In‘ld [ then he said the very words you sce here on the
grown larger, and that a plant was growing under | board. The angel had something more to tell
the stone and working as hard as it could to get | them.  He gave them an errand to do! Do you
out into the great world of light and air., Soon | think they would be glad to do an errand for an
after this Benuie went away and was gone several | angel? Would you'? Are you glad to do errands
weeks.  When he came back o wonderful sight | for Jesus?
met his eyes—the little plant, in its struggle to| Do you wonder what he told them to do? He
#et out, had lifted the heavy stone and actually | 84id, “Go tell the discipies and Peter that he
Pushed it to one side ! Bennie ran homeand told | 8oeth before You into Galilee.” How glad they
his mamma, and she said: “ Life Isalways stronger | must have been to carry such a message as this to
than death! It is because life is from God, and | the sorrowing disciples !
nothing can hold it down, You know that the | [Print *“ He goeth before you.”] These words
great stone could not keep Jesus in the tomb, and | [—
the grave cannot hold our bodies when the Lopd IS R l s
of life shall call them to come forth." E E
[Print on the board in large, attractive letters,
“HE I8 RISEN.” Some object lessons should
be in sight, teaching silently the lesson of the
diy—that life conquers death —as the bulb and
the lily, or the cocoon and the butterfly, The
objects are old, but the children are not, and to
many of them the teaching of the resurrection
story will come for the first time. ] |
After Jesus died on the cross a good man
named Joseph came and asked to have his body,

. \</ : 3
9%th before you
that he might bury it in his own new tomb,

Joseph was a rich man, and he had built a beau- J were given to us as surely as to the disciples.

tiful tomb for himself in a garden. [While talk- | Jesus rose from the dead, so that we might rise

LESSON 1L (April 10.)

(Easter Lesson, )

Primary Notes,
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|
some day. He has opened the grave for each one

of us.  We shall go into it, even as he did, but it
will not be strong enough to hold us, for he has
broken its power. Let us all say together ;
Because the Lord is risen,
And angels guard the tomb,
No little child can miss the way
When God shall call him home,

Jesus has gone before us into the other world, and

he wants to go before us in this world to show us | who is true always,

the right way. Are we willing to have him show
us the way ? If we walk in his way, how safe and
happy we shall be !

Kindergarten Hints,

KINDERGARTEN DEPARTMENT, Easter Lesson,
N TEXT. “ Because I live, ye shall live
John 14, 19,

AIDs 10 ™HE KINDER IARTNER, Holy Bible,
John 1. 20; Life of Christ (Farrar), chapter 62;‘
Lafe of Our Lord (Andrews), pages 575-587 ; Illus- |
{rative Notes (Drs. Hurlbut and Doherty) ; God
Man (Townsend), pages 119-149, |

[Note.—The beautiful Easter story may be told
in detail as to the resurrection of Jesus, dwelling
especially upon its bright and beautiful aspects,
So far as in you lies make it a day of joy. The |
recognition of this day, with its great life lessons, |
may be made most effective by talking of the
One who did all good for other people, being life
itselt. e is the inspiration and source of all
Easter joy.)

ATTENTION STORY.
ar children, to-day we thiuk of Jesus as our |
and best friend. He who was sorry for
the woman whose daughter was naughty and
unhappy cares whether we are good and glad this
Easter day. The joy of to-day is because of the
life which is every®here. This book says, “In
him was life, and the life was the light of men.”
At Easter time we think of the great life that
could not be crushed, but was clear and strong
and beautiful on a long-ago Easter morning, No
one who ever lived had the power which Jesus
had. He not only fed the hungry people and
made sick people well, but he gave life to them,
because he was the life. e i8 our life now, and
he says that because he lives we will live a. way
The birds and flowers and even the little brooks
are waking to new life, What is life?  Ah, that
Is (iod's secret! We cannot see and we cannot
findit. We feel it, we have it, but the wonder-
ful story has not been told to anyone, though
life is éverywhere, Let us hear some of the
words from this book, [Read John 1., 4; 14, 6.]

OUTLINE,

Sunday.  Talk of the living Saviour as the
Lord of life for evermore, There is not any im-
itation of life that can wholly deceive people,
Inculeate a spirit of reverence for life, ’I’c-awh'
the children to 8spare the life of animals and birds
that they might be tempted to take, |

|

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

— e

Monday. 1f life is so wonderful, we should be
careful not to deprive the harmless and small
animals of it. It is God's gift,

Tuesday.  Our life is hidden with Christ. He is
a part of our life, and though we will put off
these bodies, by and by we will live always,

Wednesday. The words of Jesus never fail,
| and when he says we * shall live” also we may
| be sure of this, for we can depend upon one

Thursday.  Life is s ¢ 10 us that we should
do all we can to keep our bodies strong and well,
that life may be active, and not dulled by sick-
| ness. Help the children to understand that they

may guard their life and keep it bright and use-
ful by obeying the words of Jesus. He teaches
us in his sermon preached upon the mountain
that if we are pure, peaceful, and loving toward
‘“our Father " and all his children, we will be
well and strong and good.

Friday. The promise of the Golden Text con-
tains a good thought. Connect it with the idea

| that Jesus came that we may “have life, and

have it more abundantly,” as h> has said, This
promise is for the life that now is and for the
greater immortal and eternal life brought to our
minds anew this Easter morning.

E WORK., Study the natural life of
plants and of trees. The little pussy willow
branches, the lily bulbs, the morning-glory seeds,
the little spherical peas, all have stories of life to
tell by their silent unfolding. The root-life is out
of sight. This may typify the spiritual, and a sim-
ilar interpretation may be put upon the upward
growth of the parts which are in sight. This
teaches us that the spiritual life underlies and
envelops everything, and we may find it if we
try. We take hold of earth, but we look toward
heaven, growing in both the earthly and the
heavenly life,

ARt Work, Showa picture of spring awaken-
ing. Children do not have good pictures shown
to them often enough, Allow them totalk of what
they see in a picture. It tells a different story
to different people, according as they have “eyes
to see,” just as the same music heard by different
persons brings diverse mental pictures and scenes
if we have “curs to hear,"

Haxn Work, A little exercise of dropping
seed in a bit of soil prepared beforehand, even
in a few small flowerpots, will be of value,
Water and nourish the seed and the sprout, It
will carry a lesson in days to come,

The TRANSITION CLAss, Each child may make
a pleture of a lily during the week. This simple
exercise will interest the vhildrvn, though the
object made may be erude,

SCIENCE AT Home wity THE Mo®ugg, The
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life foree in different common things is a useful
home study. A wonder story is in a plain potato,
cuch little eye being a seed full of multiplied life
to be seen in the field in late summer. The on-
ions in a dark cellar know that the sprouting

time has come, and they, too, have heard !hvy

call of Him who is the Life,

To him who rose that we might rise
Aund reign with him beyond the skies,
Sing we, Alleluia !
To him who now for us doth plead
And helpeth us in all our need,
Sing we, Alleluia !
To him who doth prepare on high
Our home in immortality,
Sing we, Alieluia !
To him be glory evermore !
Ye heavenly hosts, your Lord adore |
Sing we, Alleluia !
To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
Our God most great, our joy, our hoast,
Sing we, Alleluia !

LESSON 11, (April 17.)
THE TRANSFIGURATION. Matt. 17. 1-0.

GoLpeN TEXT. “We beheld his glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the Father,”
John 1. 14,

Primary Notes,

Little Alice went to Sun-
day school for the first time
when she was three years
old.  The teacher of the pri-
mary class was a gentleman
who had a very pleasant
face. Alice went home and
said she had seen Jesus,
When her mamma asked why she thought the
teacher was Jesus she said, *Because his face
shined 0. 1t is true that love and goodness do

shine through the face. It is also true that when |

we let love stay in our hearts we are helping to
make shining faces for ourselves. But if we let
naughty thoughts and passions live in us, we are
making dark, unpleasant faces, If any child
Wants the light of heaven to shinein his e, he

may have it, but he must first have heaven in I|i\‘

heart,

[Rhow Mount Termon on the map.] Did you
ever see a mountain?  There were many moun-
tains in the land where Jesus lived, and he loved
10 o up a mountain side often to be alone and
to pray. You know that he did not always go
alone. Sometimes he took his disciples with
him, as he did the day that he preached the won-
derful Sermon on the Mount. This time he only
took three of his disciples with him—p 'ter and
James and John. Do you wonder why be

|
went away alone with these three | will tell

I you:

Jesus loved his disciples very tenderly. He
knew that he must £0 away and leave them some
day, and that it would be hard for them to be-
lieve that he could come back again. 8o he
| took them there to let them have a little sight of
“li\‘ glory to comfort them, If your mamma or
‘ papa had to leave you for a while, do you not
| think they would do all they could to comfort
“ vou with the hope of their coming again ? This
| is what Jesus wanted to do for his dear disciples.
Are you one of his dear little dis ples ¢

When Jesus stopped the three disciples were
50 tired that they lay down on the ground and
)\\'n-nl right to sleep. But Jesus began to pray.

It rested him to talk with his heavenly Father.
Do you sometimes feel too tired to pray at night?
Remember that Jesus was never too tired to talk
with God !

While Jesus prayed a wonderful light and
glory shone around him. Tear what the Bible
| says about it: *“Ilis face did shine as the sun."”

Did you ever try to look right at the sun? It is
| 50 bright that it dazzles you. You have to shut
| Your eyes! The love of God is stronger and

brighter than the sunlight, and when this love

shone out of Jesus it made even his clothes as
| White as snow ! Then two visitors came from
heaven to talk with Jesus, Once they lived on
earth, but they had been living in heaven a long

time. Their names were Moses and Elijah. Did

‘ you ever hear of them ?

By and by the disciples woke up. They heard
voices and saw a new and strange kind of light,
| They were afraid when they saw Jesus, his whole
body shining like the sun, and these heavenly

: visitors talking with him, And then a great
cloud of bright light wrapped them in, and they

| heard a voice like the most beautiful music say-

ing, “This is my beloved Son.. .. hear him.”

i‘ Was it not beautiful that the same light which
fell upon Jesug fell upon the disciples who loved
him ! What were their names ¢ Yes, Peter and
James and John, If your name is not Peter op
James or John, perhaps you think you can

never have this light fall upon you. But you
| may.  Annie and Willie and George—everyone—
‘m:l_\' have the heavenly light shining in them,

and 1g out of them, too, if they want it,
Do you see, the blackboard tells you this? Here
are the sun rays falling down, down, until they
reach even these disciples, who really did not
[ know much about Jesus as we do, although
“llu;\' saw him and heard him speak ey ry day.
| He had not died for them then, and he had not
risen from the dead. We have his holy word
which tells us all about it, and it ought *o b~
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easier for usto love Jesus and believe in him OUTLINE.

than it was for them, | Sunday.  Attention story, Bible Lesson, and
Are you letting the sunlight of God fall upon  Golden Text,

you, little child? There is plenty for cach one, Wonday, Talk of the disciples going away
and there is only one thing which can hinder its alone with Jesus to pray. Dwell upon the fact
and that is
spirit come and s
the shining! Have you ever done it? Do You there is at no other time (ver:
nean to do it again? [C1 £ y. 'The three mer

shining sin. If you let the naughty | thut when we are alon with Jesus and in prayer

y in your heart, that can stop | there is a bright ness within and without such as

with echo prayer

tived and went
When they awoke they saw the bright

ness and the twoother menwho were with Jesus,
but these soon disappeared and Jesus was alone
with Pete
[ glad to be in that beautiful place that they wanted
| to stay (verse 32).
" Wednesday. Peter said, “ Let us make tents
|and stay here all the time, They could not,
| though, for they must go down the mountain side
| and to theirwork ; but Jesus went with them. [The
“ teacher may dwell upon companionship with
Jesus.] Jesus gives to us many beautiful sights
and what we call *‘ good times,” but when we
must leave the beautiful places and must do some
things which we really do not want to do he stays
with us, and if we pray, if we speak to him, any
7. The Transfigu- place will seem bright and beautiful.
ration. Luke 9. 28, 20, 82-35, Thursday. Talk of the voice from the cloud,
GoLDEN TEXT. “ We beheld his glory, llw| What they thought would hurt them was really
glory as of the only begotten of the Father.” | the voice of the heavenly Father telling them to
John 1, 14, ‘ hear what Jesus said, because he is God's Son, I
A1DS 10 THE KINDERGARTNER, Holy Bible, ’hu\'n- always thought that Peter must have
Matt. 17. 1-8; Lifeof Christ (Geiki )y ** The Trans- I‘ been very glad to hear that, and to find that he
figuration ;"' Beauties of Rus in, “Mount of | had not made any mistake when he said, “Thon
Transfiguration,” pages 108-105; 7The Freedom of | art the Christ.” We areto “hear him.” How ?
Faith (Munger), *“ Love to the Christ—as a per- [ In his word which has been written,  We read it
son,” pages 109-127, A‘anul the minister explainsit to us in church, We
ATTENTION STORY. learn about vit in Sunday school, and his voice
The men who were with Jesus when the mother | Speats tous in.our I."."”s now ; he speaks to us
told him about her little girl who was unhappy, | a1l alone, to each child.
and who heard the Eusl}~rs(|)}3\'l :fore anyone else Friday. Talk of the Golden Text, How may
they we lons wih s o g W KO i gy B duy w s, nd e
those men who liked to walk with him beside | 1€&r also, the glory which he gives to us all, no
the sea were on the mountain in the daytime | matter whether we have money, or whether our
wlhcn hl',‘ {;\r'(-m'Iul-en::uh\\wlnn‘lc-n;,l':l’l sor;nnn.‘ Peo ‘ living place is pretty ornot, for the greatest bless-
: S . “4 el iy % A " ‘
g Guestionn ot 1, aekimg s i | 025 and th. vt hing ourFather o
them to understand it. One night Jesus asked | frecly.  We see his glory in the clouds at sunrise
l;etv;_m'ld Juluu‘-s_um'llJttxh‘llx to gn'\niin; hil‘lll u[;mn and at sunset, and we feel and breathe the air he
5 f ' mig] + al T s oo 7
;,n% ]l#lil)'?‘l‘:ull“u‘;;:t;' rlt'luvhil:liz ?l‘n’(’?l‘)lnn,;ln‘uiy‘: ‘l';:: L'l"..\ " Oloek of Iu.mlw Which we hear are a part
three men went to sleep. Jesus prayed and all | ©f bis glory, even from the rishing brook to the
the place became light. When the men awoke | thunder rumble, Ile gives us the fragrance of
sand all sweet odors, and we see that our

they saw that the clothing of Jesus was bright | flower

and beautiful. The men never forgot the beauty nses all are fed . 1 5 .
of that night. Peter had been gut fishing at | S¢1ses all are fed and caused to grow because of
night sometimes, and he told Jesus once that he | his glories. Better than all that is the voice of
had I‘n;:n'ﬂnhiu,u n!llni::ln, r}n«l had not caught [ music and the voice of the Holy Spirit speaking
any fis i but Peter had_never seen a night 7| to hearts and giving peace to the mind, Such joy

and James and John,  They were so

Kindergarten Hints.
KINDERGARTEN DEpAR

beautiful as this one. They all heard a voice :

speaking to them. Let us read about it. [Read | comcs to hearts because of his glory that many

Luke 9, 28, 29, 32-85, | people feel as did the little girl who said she had
Explain unusual words, tosing, for Lie “ ging will come out,”
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Talk of the mountains and
The teacher will find * serene mid-
night,” “upper clouds,” “ influence of higher
mountain airs,” *mountaing the bones of the
earth,” ete., in Boawut i Ruskin. * Mount of
Transfiguration.”  What kind of animals und
birds live in the mountuins »
many others,

Sheep, eagles, an

ART WoRrk, Show pictures of mountains
with clouds,
HaND Work,  In the kindergarten model

mountains in clay and sand, and then make the
same form with crayon upon the blackboard
thus using the hand in two w ays,

The TRANSITION (LAss muy draw a picture
of a mountain and write the names of some
mountains of the Bible,

SCIENCE AT HOME Witk Tue Moren, Talk
of caves and the little homesin the mount

ains,

and of miners, the men who live and work inside

the mountains. Mountains hide the coal and

silver and gold. Inside the mountains are little |

paths of silver called *“ veins » (Job 28, 1, 2),
and outside are little paths between the rocks
whiere animals and people may walk. These are
called * passes,”

LESSON 1V, (April 24.)

A LESSON ON FORGIVENESS. Matt,
18, 21-35,

GOLDEN TexT, ** Forgive, and ye shall be for-

given.”

Luke 6. 87,
Primary Notes,

Mabel told her mamma
just how badly Ella May
| had treated her, and ended
[ by saying, “1'll never for-
give her, never!” Mamma
| sighed. *Then my little
| daughter does not want to
¥ be forgiven when she does

many times has Jesus forgiven you when you
have been naughty, I wonder ¢ said mamma,
Mabel hung her head and did not answer. What
do you think ¥ Tow many times ought we to for-
give? Jesus tells us in this lesson. Will you try
to learn what he says and to remember it ¥

About going to school, How many of you go to
school, children? What do you do there? Yes,
You go there to learn.  Big people have to go to
school as well as children. The disciples were in
school every day. Jesus was their Teacher—
think of it! Ie is the Great Teacher, and he
wants every child and every man and woman in

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNE

know, mamma, I did furuin-:
her before when she was so horrid, and it didn’t |
do a bit of good ! " “ You forgave Ella once ; how |

9

24

the whole world to be in his school !
little people lea

school,

Sometimes
1 nanghty ways and words in

but in the school of Jesus no one learng
anything wrong. What a beautiful school ! And
o you not think it is good that
wants to may go to this school ¥

anyone who
Maybe you
Ing on now, but it is, If you ask
1, he will tell you that he is in that
ay, and so you see that yon may be
in it if you will

1 les One day Peter, who
was a disciple, which means a learner,
Jesus a question. Ile said, * Lord, how often
shall I forgive ? Seven times?* Peter thought
that was a great many times to forgive, very
likely ! What do you think ? [Draw the rays on
the blackboard and put *70" at the end of each,
Make seven of these ra ] Jesus said, T say
- seventy times seven,” Did Jesus really mean
that we are to keep right on forgiving without
any end? Yes, he meant that we are never to
have the unforgiving heart, but that we are to
| forgive our enemies even when they do net care
to be forgiven! That is the lesson Peter and the
other diseciples learned, and that is the lesson we
must learn if we are in the school of Christ,

How to Jesus taught many of the les-
sons in his school by stories. He told them a
story now. [Tell the story, making it as ralistic
as possible, and holding the interest of the chil-
dren by letting them participate in the telling of
it by means of question and answer.] The wicked
servant did not have the forgiving heart, He had
not learned the Golden Rule. Who can tell what
this rule is? This man wanted to be forgiven
himself, but he did not want to forgive other
people! 8o he had to learn how bad his heart
was by being made to pay his own debt, just as
he made the man who owed money to him pay it,
This shows that when God forgives us he means
that we should forgive other people. [Draw the
heart on the board, and print the words as
given.] Do you know how Jesus forgave? He
forgave from his heart, and that is the way we
must forgive if we would please Jesus.

A lesson story. Eddie had a quick temper, and
when he began to go to school his mamma felt
afraid he would get into trouble, And so he did
very soon. As soon as the boys found that they
could tease him they did, and Eddie became very
angry. One day he struck a boy who was teasing
him, and then ran home to tell his mamma that
he could not go to that school, because the boys
were 50 bad. He said he hated them all and
never would speak to one of them again. His
mamma talked to him about forgiving, and told
‘hlm that Jesus could not forgive him unless
. he forgave others, At last Eddie said he would

think it is not

any Chrisi

school ever

m learned in sehool,

asked

yive,
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forgive the boys. The next day he was walking
with his maauna when they met one of the
boys. Eddie turned his head away and would not
answer when the boy spoke to him. After they
were home his mamma said, * I thought you for-
gave the boys, Eddiey” “Yes, 1 did,” said
Eddie, *“ but I never want to see them or speak
to them!” What was the matter pith Eddie’'s
kind of forgiveness? You can see; it was not
from the heart! What is the kind of forgiveness
you show to others ¥ There is only one right kind |

nr Opp
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Kindergarten Hints,

KINDERGARTEN DEPARTMENT., A Lesson of
Forgiveness, Matt, 6, 125 18, 21, 22, 81,

Gorpen Texr. “ Forgive and ye shall be for-
given.” Luke 6, 37,

AIDS T0 THE KINDERGARTNER, Holy Bible,
Matt. 6; Education of Man (Fraebel), “ Need of
Soul Training,” pages W1-2355 The Spirit of the
New Education (Hopkins), *“ Soul Culture 3 Recon-
ciliation of Seience and Religion (Winchell), “ Con-
victions through the Emotions,” pages 306-311,

ATTENTION STORY,

At one time when Jesus was talking to many
people he told them what to do if a person did a
wrongor unkind thing. He said they must go and
speak to the person alone first, before telling
other people, and have the trouble settled.

Then Peter went to Jesus and asked him how
often he should forgive another—as many as
seven times? What do you think Jesus said ?
Did he say once or twice or three times would
be enough? O no! But he said to forgive him
seventy times seven, and that meant kee on for-
giving him, If you know some one at home or
at school is sorry for having done a naughty
thing should you forgive him? That would be
doing as you' wish others to do to you. The
story is told here of a man who was forgiven
and when another man asked his forgiveness he
said, *“No,” and punished him by shutting him
away by himself, " When other people heard of
this and found that the man would not forgive
they were sorry, Let us read the verse that says
80, and twu other verses also, for they mean
much. [Read Matt, 19, 21,22, 81|

Explain unusual words ; HOft,” *fellow-sery-
ants.”

| OUTLINE,

Sunday. Attention Story, Bible Lesson, Goldey
Text. Let the children tell you what they un
derstand forgiveness to be, A little blind giri
when asked what she thought it means sai,
“It is the fragrance of a flower after it is
crushed!”  Whenever we are sorry for u
naughty act or word and ask God to forgive us
he will,

Monday. Peter wished to learn Jjust what wus
the right thing to do, so he went to the One who
knew all things and could tell him. We may do
this, and God’s word, this Bible, has all thi
directions for all things, and this will teach u«
the right way. This book and God's Vol
within us will show us what to do.

Tuesday. Why should we forgive? Teach the
lesson of mutual forgiveness being as real and »«
necessary as our dependence upon each othy
for material help,

Wednesday. Talk of the passage in the praycr
[ which Jesus gave to his disciples and to us, us
found in Matt. 6. 12,

J Thursday. The Golden Rule teaches that we
| are to do as we would be done by. The deep
lesson is like that of the prayer. Let the chil
dren repeat the rule of Matt. 7. 12, If the man
who had been forgiven had obeyed this, he would
have forgiven another also

Friday. The Golden  xt is the topic for
"m-duy. It is a promise of God's word and is
| true and sure,

Narvre Work., The showers of April may
be the topic. The gentle rain pattering on roof
| and pavement, or the merry, dashing rain against
| the window pane and on our faces, has its checr-
| ful little song to sing while it obeys the One who
‘cuum's the clouds to refresh the earth with the
showers they bring. The poem, ‘““Rain in Sum-
mer,” by Mr. Longfellow, is full of pictures of
beasts, fields, and people being refreshed by i
shower of rain.  ““ April showers bring May flow-

|

ors,

Art Work, Substitute nature, and while tuk
ing a walk in field, park, or garden find sprout
ing grass and tiny leaves,

Haxp Work. The small children may mak
pictures of garden tools, using the sticks and
rings of Frabel's Gifts. With these they may
outline plows, rakes, and other field tools.

The TRANSITION CLAss may bring a neatly-
finished problem worked out in multiplication of
seventy times seven. Add to this the number of
times you would like to be forgiven if you hurt
the feelings of another person or had done a
wrong to him, and then think if you would like,
also, to have the Golden Rule work both ways,
and whether you are willing to obey this rule
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Would you like your little playmates and friends Order of Service
to obey it Whvll)J )nlu ulak them to forgive _\nu’.’i FOR THE PRIMARY DEPARTMENT
Can you remember it also &

SCIENCE AT HOME with e Moruer, Show ‘ Necond Quarter,
that a spirit of forgiveness in the home-life ix| PrA1se Sprvice,
necessary for happiness, Encourage the chil-
dren to overcome any indication of stubborn-
uess which would cause them to hesitate to npul-[
ogize for injuring the feelings of another, The Tianker: Torwh i

. % . " " . . o eacher, 0 whom do we pray ?

ordinary desire to h'l, ?(uu‘l .""(.l murl«‘mlls ‘711% Class, To God our Father and Friend
prompt a child to ask excuse in little omissions of 7. Why do we need to pray ?
politeness and care for the interests of others, ¢ Because we are weak and helpless,
and this same spirit will lead them to ask for. % _‘_‘(lf“llll'“""'“” has (l";‘l el hee.?
giveness for any wrongdoing or for blunders 5 4 upon me, and I will answer thee,
unot intended as unkindness, In obedience to| WHISPER Recitatiow,

Teacher, Praise waiteth for thee, O Gow

SINGING. Lesson Hymn,
PrAYER SERvice,

the Golden Rule they will be ready to forgive *“The Lord is in his temple holy,
like things in others. Little children may be : lil‘t.a“,'}"' ";'i""'l“" {"l;"““‘ k(i"hl_
led to understand the meaning of forgiveness, “Angery head be bowed most low

. : And eyes be closed as if in sleep,”™
if taught that this generous, unselfish thought-

fulness for others leads to the deep, high, broad | PravER (closing with the Lord’s Prayer),
spirit which finds it casy to forgive, GIviNG Senrvice,

This all leads to the great thought that we all Teacher, Why should we be glad to give to
need and seek forgiveness of Him who is above | God ¢

Y y Vv Ve receives ply @i A\l

all and over all, and the prayer which Jesus Class, * l‘,"‘"l'} ye have received, freely giv
gave to all is,  Fopgive s weforgive.” This 7. What is God s great gift to us ?
gave to all is ) FOFgIVe us, as Wwe forgive, U810, *God so loved the world, that he gave hig
lesson is of vitalimportance in child culture, and only begotten Son,"
all who are in the first grades of school duil.\"

COpy memory gems, a most familiar one being : |
Py v gems, & CONSECRATION PrayEg,

OFFERINGS TAKEN,

* Politeness is to do and say

% Take our little gifts, dear Saviour,
The kindest thing in the kindest way."

With our love so true ;

‘orgiveness i " i@ Bless and use them in thy service,
Forgiveness is the ne Xt step, Bless and use us, too,
e - Birrupay Service,
: : SUPPLEMENTAL TE NG,
Whisper Songs for April, SUPPLEMENTAL TEACHING

|
| TION EXE SE.
FIRST LESSON, i MorioN Exercise,
Lord, help me through the darkness : +* I'm going to have my two little hands
i Help me remember the Saviour's commands ,
Lord, help me through the day : ~ Sk o & K@an
Y .8, There are 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,7 8,0, 10,
Lord, help me when T hear thy voice | The first that were sent’ to the children of
To listen and obey, men, ) ey
Fhen there's ¢ Pray without ceasing,” and
‘ Come unto me,’
And ‘Love one another as I have loved

SECOND LESSON,

Because the Lord is risen thee ;
And angels guard the tomb, There's * Let Your light shine,” and ‘Re
ember the p?
No little child can miss the way member the poor,

‘ Be patient, forgiy

2, be holy and pure,’
‘Let no man dec

> you;' the Bible {s

When God shall call him home.

THIRD LESSON, Tl:::_f‘\.«‘nnlﬂ were all written for me and foy
When we have learned our lessons, you,”
Till life below is done, [Count on the fingers each number and each
We, too, shall see the Saviour's face command. ]
All shining as the sun, LessoN Tavanr,

EcHO PravER,
PARTING WoRDS, (All recite.)

FOURTH LESSON,
Because thou dost forgive us

. v ‘* Now the time has come to part,
As often as we pray, Lord, come near to every heart,
We will forgive each other Go thou with us as we go,

As often every day. And be near in all we do.”
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| Shall Be Satisfied.

(QUARTETTE.)

Eu. Natiax,

JAvEs MeGRANATIAN

y g 0
1. Soul  of mine, in earth-ly temple, W hy not here con-tent a-bide? W ||\ art thou fo
2. Soul of I|lll||, my heartis clinging To the earth’s fair pompand |blllh,"x\|l \\h\ dost th
3. Soul  of mine, must I sur-ren-der, See my -self as cru - ci-fied ; Turn from all of

. Soul  of mine, con-tin - ue pleading; Sin re-buke, and fol - ly rhixl«-; I ac-ceptthe

v - er pleading? Why art thou not sat - is -E(l? I . . . . shallbe satisfied,
llun reprove me? W hy art thou not  sat - is - fied?
carth’s ambition, That thou may’st be  sat - is - fied?
cross of Je - sus, That thoumay'stbe sat - is - fied? I shall be satisfied,

> * o rhosde i
e l' e —————
— B e —— |
i vy

R C—
s ;;d+-h‘—iA*![‘j »
il
I . . . . . . . .shallbe sat.is-fied, WhenIawakein qullkencqq, I
Ishall be nnl is- ﬁctl Ishallbe sat-is-fied,

Ishall be satisfied,

| ‘Aﬂ ’ ;iAEF?:t—&}:;rrv*L4:rr, f*-f?fl
B A
J/

N i A ] |
: i e s %‘1 =4
- shallbe sat-isfied, T . . , . . shall be satisfied, When I awake in His like - ness
Ishall be smmﬁr-d lel be satisfied,

4
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ADVERTISEMENTS

The New Temperance

Song Book & s & &t &

“Nugaets
- Of Gol

JOHN M. WHYTE.
eeoe

Tssued in view of the coming temperance campaign.
These sonze, most of which have never been published
before, have becn sung by Mr, Whyte at the ureat Pavi-
lion meetings of the Canadian Temperance Le
Torouto, and it is ne:dless to sy that in every instance
they carried the great andiences by storm.

Price per single copy, postpaid - $0.25
Price per doz. copies, not postpaid 2.50
Price per 100 copies, not postpaid 17.00

N.B

and
ment

”

Persons, Churches or Societies desiring the ser-
f Mr, John M. Whyte, or of his brother Juds
luet, with harp and guitar accompar
isical entertsinments or evangelistic meet-
d address JOHN M. WHYTE, 79 Langley
Avenue, Turonto, Ont,

Invaluable to Ministers, Teachers and
Professional Men,

(anadian Men and Women
OF (A6 TiM .

A Biographical Dictionary of Prominent and
“minent Persons belonging to the Dominion
of Canada.

Edited by HENRY JAMES MORGAN

Price, Cloth, Postpaid, -  $3.00

has a vast store of information about
, Which he has been collecting for
vars, and he has shown great ability in putting such

'y
Ity into readable shape for handy reference,” —Montreal
Star

The Greatest Name in the World

By Rev. John MacCallum

With introduction by Rev. Jons Porrs, D.D.
Morocco Paper Cover, pr.ce, postpaid, 40 cents.

In His Steps
“WHAT WOULD JESUS D0?”
By Rev. Charles M., Sheldon

Paper, 25 cents; cloth, 50c. net, postpaid

OVER 75,000 SOLD

** The reading «f this book will search many a heart,
and ought to lead to a simp'er, holier and more fully
consecrated Christian Life,” —Sunday-School Times,

**Such a story, mcre certainly than the most eloquent

sermon, will arouse Christian minds to action,"—Chicago
Inter-Ocean

+'The definite and practical purpose of llustrating
religion in business life is impressed skilfully, and the
book will have a large influence for gcod,” ~Congre-
gationalist,

* Mr. Sheldon's book is needed by the Church, b
the churches.
cago Tribune.

The Gin-Mill Primer

A First Book of Lessons for Young and Old, but
especially for the man who has a vote, Fully illus-
trated with inimitable drawings

By J. W. BENGOUGH .

Price, Postpaid, 25 cents

all
No one can read it without profit,” — Chi-

Specially adapted for work in the coming Plebiscite
Cumpaign,

THE OLD TESTAMENT
ITS OWN DEFENCE...

A reply to Dr, Workman's
“ Old Testament Vindicated,"

By Rev. J. S. Cook, Ph.D., Walkerville
PRICE. POSTPAID, 25 CENTS

New Book by a Canadian Missionary

The Weaving of Character

AND OTHER
Sermons and Addresses
BY
Rev. G. M. Meacham, D.D.

PRICE, $1.25, POSTPAID

The many friends of Dr, Meacham in Canada will be
interested to know that a volume of his pulpit and plat.
form addresses has been issued, We have just received a
stock, and can fill orders at once. The book will have
additional interest in that it was printed snd bound in
Japan—and is a creditable sample of bookmaking, too,
It is a substantial volume of 360 pages,

WILLIAM BRIGGS; - WEeSLEY BUILDINGS, - TORONTO, ONT.

0. W. COATES, Montreal.

8. F. HUESTIS, Halifax.

In orcering goods, or in making tnquiry concerning anything advertised in this Magazine, you will oblige the
Dublisher, aswell as the advertiser, by stating wat you saw the advertisement in THE SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.
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Sabbath-School Libraries.

O practical Sabbath-school worker but recognizes the importance—na
the necessity—of providing the school with the largest supply

the best books that the combined financial strength and oo
.illthlm'llt of the school can provide. It is, then, iln}ml'l:lllt to kno
where such books can be had to best adv
a hearty invitation to visit, if possible,
and Halifax,

antage, To such enquiries we exten
our Book Rooms at Toronto, Montr
and inspect the splendid array of shelves laden with the best
literature for the purpose that can be vathered from the Book Market

WHAT ABOUT OUR TERMS?

They are the most liberal.

OUR PRICES ? The lowest.
OUR STOCK ? The Largest,
OUR BOOKS? The best,

Without boasting, we confidently cl

aim a long lead in the supply of
Sunday-school Libraries. We have made a specialty of this branch of our
business, and find our hooks, prices and terms oive universal satisfaction
We therefore do not hesitate to invite patronage.  Write and get our Special
offer to Schools.  Catalogues mailed free to any address

... NOW READY...

Catechism of the
COntain;:g :Summary MethOdiSt ChUl‘Ch

of Christian Docrine:::
* Canada

PRICE, 40 CENTS PER DOZEN, POSTPAID

The new Catechism of ovr Church, prepared by a Committee of the (ieneral Confere
and under its authority, is now issued. It is intended by the Conference to tuke the plice
especially of No. 2 of the former series,  This Catechism is designed to be such a statement of
our doctrines as our Sunday-school scholars and Kpworth Leaguers should commit to men
Indeed, it would be of great benefit if older members of the Church would give it careful «n
secutive study.  For a time the former series of our Catechisms will he on sale at onr Meth: ist
Book Rooms. Please state when ordering whether Old or New edition is wanted.

WILLIAM BRIGGS, . WESLEY BUILDINGS, e Toronto, Ont.
§ C. W. COATES, MONTREAL. S. F. HUESTIS, HALIFAX.
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