REPORT

QUEBEC LUNATIC ASYLUM

Addressed to the Honorable the Prime Minister
of the Province of Quebec.

MEDICXL SUPBRINTENDENTS.

Printed and Translated by order of the Legislative dssembly.

QUEBEC:
PRINTED AT THE “MORNING CHRONICLE" OFFICE,

1875.




MegpicarL St

\sigrant P
WARDEN ...
Marroex ...
\SSISTANT )
FARMER ...

[INGINFER .

Porren. ...

INspPECTORS

OF ASYLUM

COMMIRSIONERS

Visirixe Prys

CEavraixs



Quebee Lunatic Asylum,

18786.

: (J. E.J. LANDRY, Esq.. M. D.

.\’I;I)IV\I. SUPERINTENDENTS
( F. E. ROY, Esq, M. D.

\SSISTANT PHYSICIAN.. .. U. A. BELANGER, Esq.. M. D.

WARDEN s 04 sosassssee O VINCELETTE, Esq.

MATROR +s 40 vesacrneses:  Mun O. VINCELETTR.

ASSISTANT MATRON........ MuLie, A. ADAM.

FARMIR « voovsiivinmyceid s VERREAULY.

IINGINEER v .. oo e AR R

Vot 5 A. OUELLET.

L. L. L. DESAULNIERS, Ese., M. D,
President
H. H. MILES, Esq., L. L. D., Secretary

|

NEPECTORS
OF AsyLtrus Axp (rA0LS, <|
{

E. MOREAU, Esq.
E. B. LINDSAY, Esq., Presitent.

A. B. STROIS, Es,.

i
COMMISSIONERS, ... .o .. .. .. 4 DaN, McGIE, Esq.

Jos. BOWLES, Esq.
[ Avex. LEMOINE, Esq., Seeretary.
Vieiring Puysician........ A, JACKSON, Esq.,, M. D.
( Bevp. J. B. Z. BOLDUC.

CRAVELIRE. o oD eeh v o w
{ Revs. W. 8. VIAL,




To THE HoN

THE PRC

SIR,

We have th
Medical Repon
ending on the

In conseque
which have oc
extent we shot
cause, restraine
tistics for the 1
important ques
the last six mo

A terrible an
in one short ni
mourning.

The greater
lum, then oce
officers of the
mencement of



OUEBEC LUNATIC ASYLUM.

To THE HONORABLE

THE PROVINCIAL SECRETARY,

Premier of the Province of Quebec.

SIR,

We have the honor of presenting you with our Annual
Medical Report of the Quebec Lunatic Asylum, for the year
ending on the 30th June, 1875,

In consequence of the grave and disastrous circomstances
which have occurred, we are not enabled to give to it the
extent we should have desired ; we are also, from the same
cause, restrained from giving you anything except the sta-
tistics for the year, and to call your attention to the very
important questions which have occupied our minds during
the last six months.

A terrible and unexpected drama has taken place, which,
in one short night, has plunged us into consternation and
mourning.

The greater portion of the principal building of the Asy-
lum, then occupied by the Female patients and by the
officers of the administration, was destroyed in the com-
mencement of this year.
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This event is of such particular moment, that we think
it our duty, to the exclusion of all other matters, to dedicate
this report to making you acquainted with the principal
details which have taken place in connection with this
calamitous event.

On the 29th of January last (1875), towards seven o'clock
in the evening, at a time when the greater number of ow
patients were assembled in the Chapel, and assisting at the
evening prayers, an alarm of fire was given, and it wa-
discovered that flames were existing in a cell of Division
No. 9, situate in the eastern wing of the edifice occupied by
the female patients. This cell was then tenanted by

patient named Marie Breton.

Marie Breton was one of those lunatics who was in the
habit of suffering from attacks of mental excitement, and
when her furious passion became uncontrolled, it was ne-
cessary to place her in a cell by herself, so as to protect the
patients who were her companions in the ward. During
such times she would vow vengeance upon all arcund her;
(this is a trait discoverable in a great many inmates similar-
ly afflicted,) but once the attack over, hardly any traces re-
main of this hostile disposition. It very often happens that
those who are the most menacing do the least harm ; they
are, however, until their calmness returns, the objects ol
much sympathy and solicitude. In her happy moments and
quiet intervals, Marie Breton testified a thorough appre:
ciation for the kindness displayed towards her and the at-
tention paid her by the guardians,

The cell which had been destined for her was situated at
the extremity of the eastern wing of the building. It was.
like some others, separated from the large ward by an iron
grating, and was only reserved for furious cases. Hardly
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had she been confined there ten minutes, when the fire
suddenly declared itself in the cell, and an alarm was at
once given,

The whole of the disposable “personnel”™ of the estab-
lishment at once rushed towards the spot, and were united
in their efforts to master the fire; it gained ground how-
ever, because of the surrounding wood-work, and in spite
ol every exertion being made to extinguish, the partitions
were soon in {lames, and nothing could prevent the confla-
oration {rom spreading in all directions both in the lower
and upper stories of the building. Despite the most cour-
ageous and determined fight, the flames redoubled their
lierceness and extent, rendering all resistance useless. The
large quantity ol timber necessarily employed in the con-
struction of an establishment such as ours offered too much
material to the devouring element; a thick smoke soon
filled the hall and the apartments on the upper floor, It
was then necessary to think of removing to a safe distance,
the inmates who lived in this quarter of the Asylum. The
saving of life wasthen commenced, by directing and trans-
porting the patients of the east, north-cast and eastern pavil-
lions towards the centre and western pavillions. A special
messenger was immediately despatched to the City for
[urther assistance.

As the wind was blowing from the westward, it became
at once evident that the largest portion of the edifice would
be destroyed ; we then ordered the transfer of all the fe-
males, to the number of 420, to the villas and the buildings
occupied by the males.

While this was being done, the conflagration made rapid
progress. The light produced by this ardent brazier bril-
liantly illuminated ours and the surrounding buildings.
The flames rushed out of the doors and windows mingled
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with huge whirlwinds of the blackest smoke. This terrible
spectacle was of a nature to alarm the strongest minded,
and a large number of the patients suffercd severe nervous
shocks, owing to their contemplating so sinister a catas-
trophe. Terrified and half-fainting, some were reduced to
a fearful state of excitement and mental exaltation, and
others committed the most insane and dangerous acts.

Their appearance at this time was most heart-rending,
these unfortunate women, with haggard eyes, livid cheeks,
their hands clasped, and quivering lips, struggled and
fought with maniacal fary with all those who wished to
save them, and to indicate the road by which they might
be conducted out of danger. Neither kindness nor
persuasion could induce them to submit. Some obsti-
nately refused to stir from their rooms, others hid them-
selves in obscure corners; many of the poor wretches ran
and hid themselves in the cellars, believing that they there
had found a secure refuge ; others again got on to the roofs
and were found crouched there behind chimneys, and even
on the top of the cupola. In many cases it was necessary
to employ force and even violence to remove them {rom
their hiding places and save their lives.

Unhappily some of the number remained and died there.
A most sad result ! but, among so large a number, often an
inevitable one !

.

So fearful a disaster as ours is by no means an unprece-
dented one. More than one institution, similar to our own,
has been destroyed by fire, and some of their inmates sul-
focated and burnt.

Many Asylums, both in America and Europe, have been
destroyed with loss of lives during the last ten years. Only
very lately two other institutions of a like nature shared
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the same fate, including the Asylum of Saint-Pont, a few
months after that of Quebec.

However, after a desperate hand to hand struggle, we
succeeded in saving the largest number of these unfortu-
nate creatures and placed them in safety.

During this time others were engaged in saving a portion
of the household furniture and effects.

Help from the City arrived, the Fire Brigade and the
Napeurs rendered great service ; soon after the Police Force
and a detachment of the 8th Dattalion formed a very efli-
cient salvage corps.

About 10 o'clock you, Mr. Minister, were good enough to
make us the offer to receive a certain quantity of our pa-
tients in the gaol, so as to afford them shelter throngh the
night.

The gentlemen of the Quebec Seminary placed at our
disposition their house of tha Maizérets, and the Reverend
Ladies of the Sacred Heart and the Sisters of Charity offered
us their services,

The Mayor of Quebec also profiered us the use of one of
his large farm-houses in the neighbourhood, but fortunately

we were able fo evitate even the temporary transfer of
these poor creatures from our establishment, by lodging
a portion of them in the villas and the rest in the buildings
used by the males.

While we were doing this, the fire was increasing in its
destructive progress, and towards 11 p.n. the right wing
and the pavillion of the edifice were simply a roaring fur-
nace, The principal portion was soon after attacked, and

at 2 in the morning, the cupola which surmounted the
<)
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eentral portion of the building fell with a terribla crash into
the centre of the smoking ruins.

There, however, the fire fiend was stopped. The stre-
nuous efforts made to save this part ol the structure were
successful, the left side and wing.

All those who were witnesses of this lamentable disaster
could not but admire the devotion with which the friends
and employees of our establishment worked.

We gratefully acknowledge our sincere thanks to all who
assisted in quelling this fire or in removing patients or
effects, and assure them that the recollection of such suc-
cour in time of need will be held very dear by us.

The destruction of so large a portion of our establishment
has temporarily interfered with our arrangements, never-
theless we have striven to provide our patients with every
possible comfort. The most assiduous care was at once taken
of them, and all illnesses that could have arisen either from
emotion or the cold were prevented by prompt attendance
on such as manifested any extra indisposition, either mental
or physical.

The household regulations naturally became wore dil-
ficult to carry out and a great deal morc expensive; but
thanks to the solicitude of our employees, and to the wise
precautions which had been taken, our patients did not
cease for a single day to enjoy comparatively excellent
health

It is useless to inform you, Sir, of the extensive losses
which we have suffered. Our insurances hardly coverone-
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third of them. But, however thismay be, we have decided
on rebuilding the Asylum as soon as ever the weather will
permit. But this enterprise, following quickly after so
oreat a disaster, offered difficulties and obstacles almost un-
surmountable, because the carrying out of a new plan
necessitated a capital of $120,000, according to the estimates
of our architect himself. It thus happens that we have
hardly recovered from the fatignes we have just past
through, when it becomes necessary to undertake a new
task, and it is only by the force of our exertions and by
perseverance that we have been able to guarantee the con-
struction of the burnt portion of the building.

The loan of $50,000, although at a considerable rate of
interest, which your Grovernment kindly advanced us, has
heen of help in this matter,

The new buildings will include all modern improve-
ments ; their proportions and extent will be more exten-
sive and elegant than heretofore, and arranged in such a
manner as to respond to the ever increasing requirements,

and to offer a new and worthy architectural monument to
our province,

We hope that these buildings will be completed towards
the end of September next.

Such. Sir, are some of the details which we desired to
communicate to you respecting this fire and the projects to
which it has given rise. We however take the liberty of
adding some others, including the evidence given during
the subsequent Coroner’s inquest, as well as the verdiet

rendered by the Jury who were empanelled to judge of the
attending facts,
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Relying upon your benevolent approbation, we address
vou the present Report, at the same time soliciting the
honor ol signing ourselves, Sir,

Your humble Servants,

J. K. J. LANDRY, M. D
F. E. ROY, M. D.

Quebee Lunatie Asyvium, )
July, 1875. \
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MEDICAL REPORT.

The various statistics which accompany our Annual Me-
dical Report always form the basis of our work.

They are essential, to thoroughly comprehend the condi-
tion of the internal population, and indispensable, to estab-
lish the results obtained.

Our multifarious duties have entirely prevented us
from presenting this report in its ordinary shape and
complete form ; but we desire at least, not to deprive those
who take an interest in this speciality of useful information,
from obtaining from it the statistics which have been
prepared with care and exactness.

To show what information may be derived from our re-
port, we submit to the reader the various statistical tables,
in the same order that we have adopted and followed in our
preceding reports,

We have divided these tables into five groups, under the
following titles:

1st part : Movement of the PPopulation,
Ind Admissions,

Discharges,

Deaths.

Summary

v
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FIRST PART.

MOVEMENT OF THE POPULATION.

The tables comprised in this first part of the report make
known not only the changes which have taken place in the
population of the Asylum in the current year, but also give
a general view of the operations of the institution since its

foundation.
TaBLE I.

Movement of the population.

Tasre II.

Synoptical table.

TasrLe II1.

Duration of residence,

TaBLE IV.

Diseases treated during the twelve months.

TasLE V.,

Occupation.

Remaining on

Adwmitted duris

|

Rewmaining on

Population treats
Population admi

Population rema
30th June, 1

Same statist

Population treat
Population admil

Population rema
30th June, 1.
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TABLE 1

MOVEMENT OF THE POPULATION.

;l*‘omllel. i Total.

s ettt e A e

Remaining on 1st July, 1874 . vuver wuvens |

Adwmitted during the 12 menths, (ll“-?.’a).."i 84

 JVCCYRRTIN | s o 10 |
| ‘

Discharged........ cosessssenenst! 69

DIOQ iseoeY socseons sosens srinpsase

Rewmaining on 30th June, 1875......civmmnninas]

PERCENTAGES,

Population treated 1052 (Transferred not included)..... 76— 7.02 . e.
Population admitted...... 167 Discharged “ i weee 164500 poe
Population remaining on

J0th June, 1875....... 810 Discharged ¢ weee 107 9,58 p. e

Same statistics, transferred (to the number of 100,) included :

Population treated......... 1082 Discharged and transferred... 1767 16.26 p. ¢.
Population admitted o er 176-=105.38 p. e,

Population remaining ou
30th June, 1875..0000e S0
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TaBLE 1L

SYNOPTICAL TABLE,
e

OF THE MOVEMENT OF THE POPULATION FROM 1845 |

70 30TH JUNE, 1875.

Totuls.........i‘
|

1840
1846
1847
1848
1849
I8R50
1851
1852
1853
1854
1855
1856
1857
1808
1859
1860
1861
1862
1863
1864
1865
1566
1867
1868
1864
1870
1871
1872
1873
1874 ||
{80th June, 1875, |

ADMITTED. DIED. DISCHARGED,

36!

1847i107..

90| 204(| 38' 31] 69
330 1671 401 56, 96

1
#8(| 6| 10| 16| 11} 7| 18
50 8 10f 18(| 10 13! 23|
601 121 4| 16 9 47 138{|
68/| 25| 15| 40/ 16| 11| 27|
69!l 17| 81 25'1 11 16| 27||
391 21| 18] 89| 9 11| 20
84| 6| 10| 16/| 8/ 2/ 10
ol! 96/| 20| 17 :;7! 22 17 39
,-! 112/ 36| 24| 60| 21| 20{ 41
1161 15) 13| 28(| 23] 14| 37
116! 27! 16] 43| 20] 18] 38
143! 27! 16| 43|1 33| 17] 5(
108!1 291 26 I8'| 33| 22 N}
104! 17 22| 39| 21| 18| 3¢
106!{ 26. 241 50{] 17} 21
b4! 18| 10{ 28| 15/ 10
221 59| 14| 12 26| 13| 12|
139)| 24| 18| 42!| 14| 16
84| l.’):’)[ 25| 24| 49| 32| 20
20 102! Hf 29| 53] 28| 20
153)| 19] 33] 52| 31| 24
9 128 36| 30 66| 30! 19
| 15911 20f 23] 43i| 171 22
3811 31| 431 741 25 17
9 156 36 37 7311 82| 32
75| 167|| 35! 25| 60(| 29| 24
80| 201|| 37| 28| 65| 44 14
53| 114]] 22| 22| 44! 19 33

+ Annual Increase.

3 IM[F|3 [|MF 3
g & g

I‘H\ H“ l7u“| )

3520/ 695 667 |;h° 'lﬂ(ﬂ”ll,l“l
| “ | i
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Up to last year there had been a progressive augmenta-
tion in the population treated ; the sensible diminution this
year is owing to the transfer of a large number of our pa-
tients to the St. John de Dieu Asylum, Montreal.

Since its foundation, that is to say, for the 80 years of its
existence, our establishment has received within its walls
3520 lunatics; of this number 1348 have left discharged,
and 1362 have died. At the present time we have 810
patients in our care.

We now establish some statistics, which include all the
patients who have been in our establishment since the com-
mencement,

PERCENTAGE OF DISCHARGES AND DEATHS * (SORTIES.)

Admitted... 3,520 Discharged and died (sorties)... 2,710

Per cent...76.98
PERCENTAGE OF DISCHARGES ALONE.

Admiited...3,520  Discharged....1,348  Per cent...38.29

PERCENTAGE OF DEATIIS.

Admiited......3,520  Died..... 1,362 Per cent......38.69

PERCENTAGE ON THE KNOWN RESULTS,
Admitted ......3,520
Remaining..... 810

{ Discharged, 1,348 p. c. 49.74
Ascertained results....2,710 | Died......... 1,362 “ 50.25

* The French word sortie here includes both discharged and died,

9
2
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TaBLE III.

DURATION OF RESIDENCE.

DISEASE:

[nsane treated since 1st July, 1874, (12 months.)

PO I A AT B ST W RO, B AR ASN FORM
DURATION. | M
‘ OF
One month and UNAEr. . cce.se0 esess sanesosne . sosssessssssonosesees 7 10 DISEASE.
From 1to 2 months. ceeescessecsecsesssssessosessissncs sasessess I

IR e A S RN e AR PR R e | 19 14 | 83
Mania. <

............................................ | 18 | s |

— e c—

............................................ : 35 7 1 Chronie

..... | 8 ; p mania. {
18 to 24 ' —;l:mo-
280 3 FOAB tuisssversasosenssosssassssss snasosesssans sossse {| 60 45 | 105 mania. 1
3to & | 61 82 | 143 ],)'l:c-—
B0 10 80 iiviseserensersensscecsess ssines senesnsoseinss 103 0 196 mania. {

j—-

10 to 15 ¢ 0188 0EseseRsEs HhOSIE S04

1 e B0 l)cmentia.i
5to 2 € seese sesens asenns 1000ss 40 0ess 00000 beenes ee0ses

‘ Y aQ 9
208025 - ' sesereen o 00rsEeean INIIns SRONNN EIFIINN0 I 000RRISH 14 a8 52 Senile (

98 ¢ o 1] .
25 AN OVET ievresrensesoesses sassesssssssssssnssesass ssoseses ‘l]nmcntm_l

Paralytic (

insnnity.l

Im-
| becility.

Idiocy. {

—_——

| Epileptic {

TOCRLE 1o 0h cssvessnsssiboanesivesssressns sebhinerss snsnss [{ &

\
|
|
AVERAGE DURATION OF RESIDENCE.

Males .....coeeeeeeen. b years, 5 months, 18 days.

Females...............T years, 3 months, 28 days.

'

mania.

——

Both sexes............6 years, 4 months, 23 days.

Totals.....|..
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TABLE 1IV.

DISEASES TREATED DURING THE 12 MONTHS.

1
| 1
FORM . ‘

OF

DISEASE.

Homicidal.

| Congenital,
| Epileptie.
Hysterical.
Uterine disorders.
Onanism.
Inebriety.
.. | Hereditary.

| Periedical.
_' Paraiytie.

Mania. <

— e c—

Chronic
mania.

Mono-
mania.

Lype-
mania.

l)cmentia.i

Senile (

‘dnmcntiu.l

Paralytic (

insnnity.l

[ becility. {

Idiocy. {

| Epileptic {

|
\
\
\
L

| B

mania.

e — —

Totalse. e |uosses 2 43|54l40(10] 39 | 522{300]
|
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TABLE V.

OCCUPATION.,

AVERAGE WORK OF THE PATIENTS DURING THE YEAR 1871 75,

i
|
\
|

OCCUPATION. | M

1 | F | Total |
|| ‘ [
——— — ———-H————‘ Ce— ‘_ G ——
Rk e
JHOUBSBOIA ORI 15uraiiossnsoinsasipusesanses ssasonarstnssssreasinsss (| 58 | 53 : 111

: : : .1 ; ‘

Gardening and fArmInNG ..sceisesscssssssssssossnsssessecscessoss | 49 6 | 35 |
la . . . | l
Sewing and Knitting...c.eessersesesessssess sessessee cosessssssanses |
|
{

WOrkshoOPS. coeses sessssssesosassssssassanse sosnsasessnsassonsessosess ||
Wash-house and 1aundry ecces cecessonsesssessocsesescss weeessese
COOKING to0ses sasrorsossnranssrs sosssssssssssasnenssssne sessssssevessss
| ! : |
i Totalseueesssens 5400000 000000000 8000000000 sa0nne “ 133 | 130

I § S I

- e e —

Such has been the movement of our population for the
year 1874-75. This general view will advantageously faci-
litate the knowledge of the details given in the following
tables.
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SECOND PART.

ADMISSIONS.

The numerous tables contained in the second portion of
the report are particularly interesting.

They give an historical review of the population admit-
ted, and help in forming at once a pretty certain prognostic
of the results to be expected.

TABLE I.

Admissions.
TaBLE II.

Causes of re-adinissions.
TasLe 11I.
Former residence.
TABLE IV.

Civil condition.

TaBLE V.
Language.
TAasLe VI,
Religion.
TaBLe VII.
Origin.
TasLe VIIL
Occupations.
TaBLE IX.
Age when admitted.
TaBLE X.
Manifestation of disease previous to admission.
TABLE XI.
Diseases of patients admitted.
TasLe XII
Probable chances of cure.
Tasre XIII.
Supposed causes of insanity.,




TABLE 1.

ADMISSIONS.

Admitted for the first time. .ccou sesesessisisirinsiinscnsnnies

Re-admissiong, after ereape s snnniesioe,

\ i . A

i Re-admissions of those [ 15t Re-admissions. i, ) 6 11
| discharged from 1845, ‘

i

| to 30th Junme, 1875,7 2nd  ** e 2 |

|

| after more than one l

‘ year's absence. [ Srd AR~ T rosss

| |

| [ [

[ Re-admissions of those [ Ist Re-admissionsi i vierenns| 2 3 )

digcharge 'd after less

than one year's ¢

ol

| sence. rd

The admissions during last year were 204, while those of
this year are but 167. This decrease is due to the want of
space which has been felt in our institution since the disas-
ter of the 29th January last.
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TaBLE III.
FORMER RESIDENCE OF PATIENTS.

T
[| Admitted during the || |
il 12 months, || Admitted since 1845,

| | | |

M| F i'm;.l, | M | P | Total
| | | | |
|
Jl-,_ - S R— —— e || e | e | csm— po—— -
| Coming from Cities..ecesseresrsesssoses | 22 | o o 290 154 S

RO sansarsessaninises
Districts .. coeveeesserser
Hospitalfviiinn

Abroad ...... Bossss sovss '

Percentage of the number of patients who came from Prisons :
On the total NUMbEr...cccsusrsssrsssssnneiossss §8.88 Pi €
On the admissions during the 12 months, 32.93 p. c.

TasLE IV.

CIVIL CONDITION.

Treated during the

Admitted during the :'
12 months,

12 months,

Total.

BIDELI0: cossessssinrannsonnsunsosss sxonnens ‘
Marriod cieeceees soonesssssnnsnsens
WidoWed coessseess oo sssesansansors sosues

UhRDOWN wecssess sonsassesosssssa ssasesses 1 1

IDBERANL v conbtans: MasxapARMINAIRLTY 81 83 | 107 522 | 560 | 1,082

2 —

e ———

LANGH

French.........
English.. .....
OthOrsiv oos

Totals.

RELI

Catholie ,.,.u00
Protestant ....

Unknown......

H Totale....
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TaBrr V.

LANGUAGE.

TATT AR ” Admitted since Admitted
LANGUAGE. ‘ 1845, during the 12 months.

French.,
English

Others..,

R — \\ B G SIS

TaBLE VI.
RELIGION.

Ty T | Admitted
RELIGION. | during the 12 months,

Catholie ceressese snseeesss sonrsesosess [ 2,908 144

PLOVOOANE ciovs sorosasnassins crnnne 519 21

UBRROWE: 00000 00008v8000000 100000000 6 2

N e bt




g -

TasLE VII.
ORIGIN.

1 A o e S 7S — —
!
(| ORIGIN.
|
| ;___. ik i
‘ ‘
i | Admitted

during the 12 months,

i | M | F Total. l
: |
i i A i ‘ {
CANBAB covove ososossesessss sossgssossssse s sossse o so00s00ss sesesssee | 64 ‘ 48 12 |
I v
Seotland..coves vosesensnsersssassassossanssnsesesses o 04nsse 000 s0ssrsees 15\ ! \ 6 i 10
| |
United SEALES o vuvvrrescenes sevressosssnnns susasases sarsanes psssans { - R l )
1 (| |
SWEACI .ovvvveesavsenensrarans ssrnns sesssssns sessssnss sassass sosesees e A i 1
| !‘t | |
[ EnGland..ciee esvensss coisnnsesnns sensenns sesaneer o sessrensessenes ll 1 l 3| E|
| | |
(| | oo | 2
| Treland .oovee cecercenssesess rasensssnssnisens T e """"""":‘l 9 I 23 | 32
| (| ! |
| Germany ..o cueerenieesansessoninsiessasens sesnne SE ARSI AN ‘t | B [ \ 1
? i o
i TEALY voveercrnesssonnes susnsrnne suseness sesassssnsssessns ossas sesess M 1 | 1
{
Belgitll ooe s ivevesnse sossssssnsennsssannessnssssssnnsn e seesnsesesens IESS S | 1
| i z
Tob1B .cososoesrosssspoone o50 400600000090 000000 00 PR h 84 83 , 167
—— e —

Vﬂ}ww;&;:»rﬁqh&m&;, T

|

S e M M £ R e et o R o i s
sy ol e LS Ly © LA v i R e L T SN SR ERTe il SR
e e - Sl <A R b s} i i L T T A —

Liberal profe
Soldiers and
Annuitants o)
Carters......
Industrial or
Teachers or ¢
Agricultural

Manual or m¢
House-keeper
Musicians.....
Laborers. ....
Without profe

Unknown pro
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TasLE VIII.
OCCUPATIONS.

~ S ——— et
i ADMITTED DURING THE 12 MONTHS,
- | E a
! |
ir — ' M | F \ Total. i
1 B i
_¥ v Liberal professions.......ccessssesssessnsrssnssssnssssnssnssesass ;1 2 w | 2 r
T ’ HolA1E0s BBA BORMBR o cesssosrrssorssosanrasssh o sisssssaoniososass ‘i 4 | 4 |
Annuitants or proprietors........eee SOSTIR SOOAIS SO S PERIES ‘ o | }
Y ORTEOTE soossvsss seenss 160000 460000 485446 465850 48808606080 0844 45 908000000 I 1 ' } B ‘
Industrial or commercial profesgions..c.cc.viviiiinniinin l 10 :‘ o 10 E bl I.
3 Teachers or students...ccscviiiirnnnnininniiiiii waneien \ 1 1 t e
! Agricultural professions.....isuiisssinns i, 19 E 19 i
| ‘ Manual or mecianical profossions..uuiieiiinnivnnnfl 15 k 3| 18 ’
l ,;» HoUBO-KOOPOTS tovvvurrssiinsrsnnssronssnsersissrsncriinnss sesnnnens ! 37 .’ 37 Ei
I * Musician®. .coesvereessonssnes 0000005006 650000660 000000 490000 904060000 2 { , 2
s l Laborers. .... «.ees Ii 23 :‘ 9 “ 32
4 Without profession. ... weiensiiineimiinins s l 7 i ¥} 1 9
‘ Unknown professions......ceeessenes iosinsionssns snssenannns ) ;
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TABLE IX.

AGE WHEN ADMITTED.

ADMITTED

TREATED |
During the 12
months,

months,

Under

20 to 25 ¢¢

25 to !
20 to 5
33 to
40 to
45 to 5

50 to 6

60 to 7

0to 8

15 years.. e ceeses
15 to 20 years...... | 4 8 12

...... 16 9 25 || 721 88| 160

80 and over...

I
|
During the 12 i

ADMITTED

NSinee 18435,

1
‘\
Pt | |
M F | Total. ‘ M F | Total ‘|
|

90 | 169

] |

TORIB vose0sesonsen ’ 84| 83

{ ' i
l

‘M F
N il \ ‘ ‘
sty i, | ARROLRES | | SRS (AEEA, [
| | }) i | l
1 B e O I T IR | 6 |
| I :
123 ]85] &8 112 ] 116 |
i !

200 |

1847 | 1673

- —

3020 |

et O

m—re

MANIFEN’

R AR Rp—" .
Under one m«

From 1 month

“ 6 “
I yeuwr
o
g |
10
¢ 15
« 920
Since birth. ....

Undetermined t

Unknown ....euee
|
|
|
|
Averag

Males...... 5¢
Females... 4

Total...
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TABLE X!

MANIFESTATION OF THE DISEASE, PREVIOUS
TO ADMISSION.

ADMITTED DURING THE 12 MONTIIS.

Under one month
From 1 month to
‘“ 6

I yearto

“
“w 920 “ ¢ “

IR0 BATEES: saesronsibsoessn Bossastessssst sreerssesiis sbooss SHosssatosss

Undetermined time, not remote

L @ 90 0f 1OBE SLARIIRES 2isciiosssenssarsis

Unknown ...c.eeesessvacsense 0000000000000 400000 00000600+ $80469000 200040080

TR ORBED 15 450nep0/6ssnts oubusasashintessus toasesssosnioes

Average duration of the disease befere admission :

Males...... 50  Duration... 1 years, 10 months, 18 days,
Females... 49 " Tl il 5 . - F,

‘Potal. .. ¢ AL 2 6

o




TABLE XI.

o 30

12 MONTHS.

DISEASES OF PATIENTS ADMITTED DURING THE

Chronic

mania.

Mono-

mania,

Lype-

|
mania. |

Dementia. \

Senile

dementia.

Paralytio
mania.

Im-

becility.

e e

Idiocy.

Epileptic |

mania.

Totals..uu.s

M

|

M

| ¥

| M

F

M

F

!
o

5.5 H COMPLICATIONS.
FORM | | ||——— i : ;
g W Eans
|- (-4 ¢ ‘ -
or ! | | | < | ‘ i =
| | ( | 4 | by |
z | =2 e ‘ v l [ s 1 | l
| | ™= = i & of <l a . . : |
DISEASE. | AR EREIERERE: g < |11 E 15‘3 * B it
| e s LN e T E|a[(&|S| 8|5 % 5 (<8 |
[ | || & = | 3 & <| g = 2 "g - = |
i [mio|lg|g HEAFRE R R R IR
2 ] .,,: - l S - < -V I ’ - [ =\t [ 1
i l} 27 ‘i ‘4 s RN B 6|1l |‘ 27129
Mania. ‘ {
F |29 | | ool l 3 5 1 ;t1 3

l
1 OF THE IN
|

|

i Chaneces of
|n i

l

|

|

|

Percentag
year :

Males,.......

Females,...

Both sexes,



TABLE XII.

PROBABLE CHANCES OF CURE.

i
Chances of cure—favorable. ,.veee i ioniis vessersennns

¢ doubtfaleceesssocrsssssssossnensessese seees

unfavorahle

Totals suesensesins

Percentage of favorable cases on the admissions for the
year :

Males,....... 84 Iavorable admissions,... 53.57 p.c.

Females,... 83 “ L 46.98

Both sexes, 167 y 50.20 =




TasLe XIII.
SUPPOSED CAUSES OF INSANITY.

O el D pf pot gl A el O

o~
-

The tabl

1 1 .l I &
O .~ o S0 v —_ -
p— - = o el —_
b o — - 4 —
e B < < gt = =3
s P B ~ g~ =y
o i G - - <
- o - = t
L a Q W . =) s »
= ' ot 33 f—
— et .
O - v & e
— e @
= B .
‘A - S -
— - -

00 00 f r -

s s

'at

Dwm

- uor 1103

* £yoixuy
.............>./.:3_:.a~.

sessconseres gsnading

sessssessenss amo ¥

*auUNI0Y JO SS0

3[qNOI} 213SdWO(L

Jouyn

0A0] _,.BEEZ_.LQ

it (L | _133:35 9A1S890Xd ‘sInoy e
....;: spaey puw aansodxsy

seeeemonydiSSIP ‘WISIUBUO ‘UOIII0D DAISSIOX A

seesssessissssses s35GRORID B[RO

*suorpouny [vuad oy} Jo SIAPIOSI(]

teessessennagaSTIRD [BOIS ﬁz.m 19710

Suo 2P SNOoAIdU Id3Y)()

ss+ sseeega¥OIS UNY

S988I0XI 21[0Y021Y

::ﬁu»@m

~+35%e P10

e ececs sssscsccs .........A,;.:_.T.m lzc_l__:::.

|

J
)
E 1
)
]
|
=
) )

sesned u 3::4: \H

SOSNW) [RIOR

1é

‘sosne) poxN

) eopskyg

‘gasne

*SASAVD ¢ NIKYILHa

T8I0,
|

)

- - d — =
-

— = < -
- —_ — =~
b > [~ (= cn
c P [ -

—_— e =)

_

]

!

I _-
sessereresss a3 19)SIS PUB SIAYJOIG—]LIIB][0D __
]

J

Ldyew pue jeurdjed ——
paxim

**[BUINVIY pUT [BUINCI ,_

) [BuIaIRy |

(3une ‘apoun ‘rojom-purid "\
pey-pusad ‘aoyyey) jeuaeleJ )

L] ”” LR

39211p

*SYSAY) OHXNISOdSIaddd

*SHINON ¢1 AHL

DNIYNAd dILLINAY

s




- 03

THIRD PART.

DISCHARGES.

R S B e e

The tables contained in this part of the report make
known the number of discharges, and the mental condition
of the patients at their departure.

We have taken special pains to establish the percentage
of discharges, as it shows the results obtained during the

}'1‘1”'.
The division of the tables is as follows :

TasLE L
Patients discharged during the 12 months.
: i
TasLE II.
Nature of the disease of discharged patients.

TasLE IIL

Duration of the disease before admission.

TaBLE IV.

Principal causes of insanity.

TABLE V.

Duration of treatment.

TasLE VI.
Total duration of the disease from its manifestation,

Tapre VII

Age at death.
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aMmMnno N 1
amoi 1 |
{
b i i
v
i
|
, JRpen . 13an) i
2° Percentage of discl {| Lypemar

mong favorable cases to the 30th June, 18

Monomania....

') daralvtie i :
.’»’M‘v"/lr'\'/"_f’:_ [ curer Paralytic insa

[Favorable cases, improved, Average, Dementin.e..

115 112 102.67 p. c. Tmbecility......

Population under treatment

on the 30th June, 1874, Favorable ecases, Average,

915 |

12.56 p. c.



sbwnnanb o dies . o
Abstract made from transfers.

\ m1 - :
A dmis S10118, 1)1“!“[' rges, ‘,‘\"(n]u‘!!“‘.

167 76 45.50 p. c.

N, corosl s . > p $
Discharged cured and tmproved, transfers included.

10N ] voant+h e :
sions (12 months), Discharged, Average,

112 67.06 p. c.

hareed ecm
"

DISEASE OF DISCH
\TIENTS.

" i v 8 PRGYER LS Wt TR P

BEOROIDARES o cons covres sisennns
Paralytic insanity
DemMONEIBisssvanscosmssses sossonss assasesss soses

Tmbeoility cssscesersssss cosvossess
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Tanng I1I.
DURATION OF THE DISEASE BEFORJE ADMISSION.

l PATIENTS DISCHARGED DURING THE 12 MONTHS.

? i

TAL CONDITION,

DURATION.

1 month and over..ieesdossreniiiiiinn B Bliaaene

I’RI

PATI]

DETERM

[ Congenital
Fallg, blow
‘ l Alcoholic e

Diseases of

1to 2 month8.cieiisinisensnnnnnn ll" 3§ Q1 R P [N ‘ 1 11

From

! ¢ 2t0 3 68 esessensanasesnseinen 2! . Bl Slleeskasstoss |
Jto 6 §6 L senepsrsssassinesnie ‘

6 to 11 6 cueesiersens sessuasens
12 to 18 68 | cissunssssananssasnssnstlsps]sas]ese

18 to 2 e Risiaahasiversing o L
2to .
Jto 4 L S TR T T Y LT T

80 8 B Gssssnsisssnesanesinia ik B8 i eitiin

" 5 and MOT@.ucecsiisre sessssesssnrosn
Undetermined, but recent..... vooviiiinins 3] 1] 4 e
UnKDOWD: ceeseesescossossssnessesenssessnssnannsf

Congenital ....oiovviermmnninn i, [leve]soslove ! onnlous]ose

o R, W O B TR

R e

T PO S L 26/2349 19 41163 24 :n.c:l 60107, 176 |
pogidl 44 i ]

s ——

Out of the 49 cures obtaineéd, we show in 42 cases the
duration of illness before admission, as follows :

Men...ovvesees seeesees 6 months 13 days.

ST ) DRURRONUISR IO | L, 1
T TR VNS | g 808

|
i
|
I | Other phys

:

Sun stroke

( Hereditary

1 Bad treatn

e )
S 1
= ‘ Late hours
- | P
| Onanism, ¢
( Anxiety, f
- \ Losgses, rey
£
Ll R
= | Grief, dom
| Religious
Joalougy. e

'l‘r‘ull‘rlﬂ. herea
Convulsions, e]
Deception in lo
Internal trouble

Unknown... ...
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TasLE IV.
PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF INSANITY.

PATIENTS DISCHARGED DURING THE 12 MONTHS.

MENTAL CONDITION,
" N UNIN
DETERMINING CAUSEN, YU PROVED.] PROVED,

Congenital viee
Fallg, blows on th
Alcoholic excesses

Diseases of women.....

Sun strokes...ooessessercsssssssessossones
Other physical causes. .o,
Hereditary

Bad treatment

Late hours...... SER0S 0 IEIENEIENNNE SOSPINRY
Onanism, &C..veveererses ssssrrsisesanees Loee oe

Anxiety, fear

s \ Logses, reverses in business......o..
]

Grief, domestic troubles...oovs veveees
| Religious excitement....
saloury
Trouble, bereavement. ..coveveiiisiiinssneens
Convulsions, epilepsy

Deception in love

Internal troubles.

Unknown...

19'44 63124 40 64| 6

E.03
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Average duration
]
year.

atman ' A3a . 1 : i
vtment of discharees durine the

AU
ays.

Men......... 3 years, 9 months, 28 d
Women L 6 b q

¢ ST ST AN GDIRNL
5]

Both Sexes. 4 “ 8 L

The long duration of residence of patients transferred

areatly augments the average duration of treatment.
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TaBLE VIIL

AGE WHEN DISCHARGED.

—— e l
i‘ DISCHARGED !] DISCHARGED SINCH E
|| pURING THE 12 MONTHS. | 1845. i
AGLEN, Pediliotiauage ___]] Lotk Sl *|——'7 1
M . | Tot: i

i

Under 15 yem

F'rom 1) to 20 years

10 to 45

15 to 50

ol to 6O

60 to 70

70 to 80

|

We beg s
exceptionall
ticularly if v
fortunate vic

This satis
c-xoul]unoo 0

The table;

Deaths,

Deaths
insanity.

Duratio

Age at d

Nature
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FOURTH PART.

DEATHS.

We beg specially to draw the reader’s attention to the
exceptionally favorable percentage of deaths this year, par-
ticularly if we strike off ﬁom the register of deaths the un-
fortunate victims of the conflagration.

This satisfactory result contributes greatly to prove the
excellence of the hygienic system of our establishment.

The tables of deaths are given as follows :
TaBLE L
Deaths,

TaBLE II.

Deaths classified according to the nature of mental
insanity.

TABLE
Duration of treatment.

TABLE
Ace at death.

TABLE

Nature of death,
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TABLE 4.

DEATHS.

- - -

INSANE PATIENTS DECEASED DURING THE 12 MONTHS.

® M W Total.

S e e ———
|
|
|
{

DEATHS.

PERCENTAGE OF

Treated. Died. Average.

Mot iies 522 40 7.66 p. c.

Vomen..... A0 560

Both Sexes...... 1,082 70 6.50 ¢

The victims of the fire, 26 in number, are not included.

Duration of treatment of deceased during the 12 months.

Men .orereeesseeenenes 3 years, 11 months, 1 day.
T e  ISER. g - g -

Both Sexes...ccceeee D o 1 ' g

DEATHNS

INSAN

Suffering fr
Acute )

Chronic
Acute I

Chronie

Monom:
Ordinar
Senile

Paralyt
]‘Z]t‘ll(‘]»“
Imbeecil
Idioey..

During t
alienation ¢
those who
percentage

Chronic
Simple a;
Paralytic
Imbecilit
Acute afl
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TasLE II.

DEATHS CLASSIFIED ACCORDING TO THE N.
TURE OF MENTAL DISEASE,

INSANE PATIENTS DECEASED DURING THE 12 MONTHS.

Suffering from :
ROUAE BB osiiivisacriio msinn s R

Chronic **

ROUER T DOMONEN i1 iiiieis i crrsss nbspsnets sortas saassrE xas

Chronie

DPBIIREY  IISRNOTUIN ovv e voinistoiisnransbinntsis ssnsrnbintessos
Senile
Paralytic Insanity....ceeveeeeees .

Epileptic L

TODOOLIRY o0 isee Gossitivennsinenarshinienss

]Iﬁn(‘_\'

During the period just elapsed, chronic forms of mental
alienation give, on the total number of deaths, including
those who perished during the conflagration, the following
percentage :

Chronic mania and lypemania.. .. 24 say 25.00 per cent.
Simple and senile dementia........ 15 ¢ 15.62  «
Paralytic and epileptic insanity... 20 “ 20.83
Imbecility and idiocy.........covvnee. 100 ¢ 10.41

RORAS SEDOEIONS, civee ssisersninsnnse 80 4 3708
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TasLe 11l
DURATION OF TREATMENT.

|

INSANE PATIENTS DECEASED DURING

THE 12 MONTHS.

DURATION. 1

1 month and under........ M PRI SCLEME A Y. !
From 1to 2 umnths.......................i

¢ 2t0 3 60 eseeen seseseses sesees ‘

6 B8 sinanber mmiiansen peRsns ‘

3 to
6to 9
9t012 ¢ sieseernsnnniececenee
12 to 18

280 3 YEOAIS.icertreracacssensessarnss |

Jto 4

00 O ° sissncensnnsnininsiincene
5to 10
10 to 15 ¢

15to 20 ¢

20 and upwards..oeiieen TR
|

TotalB.ceecssesssnssssssssssones 0 ssiers '

16

16

SINCE 1845,
1
Total. l M ‘ T'otal.
|
6 I 45 24 l, 69
¢ || a7 23 1 70
3 1 6o 31 01

Under 15 y
From 15 to
¢« 20 to
¢ 25 to

“ 30 to

“ 35t
I “ 40 to

“ 45to
| 50 to
“ 60to
“ 70 to

“ 80 an

T

Avorag*o

Men..
Wom
Both
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TABLE

LV.

AGE AT DEATH.

INSANE PATIENTS DECEASED DURING

THE 12 MONTHS.

AGES.

Under 15 years........ 000800000888 4assas bessss i

From 15 60 20 FORIE.eieeesierereeissssninssss |
20 to 25 g

25 to 30 l

30 to 35

39 to

10 to

45 to 50

50 to 60

60 to 70

70 to 80

Tohallooiisisssnsnio

|
80 and upwards..oieienins ‘
|

- -

%
o

=

Total.

SINCE 1845.

Average age at death (of the deaths during the year.)

Men.aceseses sesosses oos 49 yours,

i T D PO
Both Sexes............ 48

“

“

5 months,
10

1

‘“

3 days.
i e
24
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TAsLE V.

CAUSES OF DEATIL

—

INSANE PATIENTS DECEASED DURING THE 12 MONTHS.

DISEASES.

|
i

[ ADDOPLOXY issessessns snnsss cnsass essssonss ke &0k 1

| Chronie Meningitis......... E o } 1 ' 1

. . A Cerebral congestion... | 1 | )

sonsex of the brain | Sail

Disenses of the brain Paralysis, 91 1 10

and nervous system. | 3. . C hiansl

v | I',pllu[ny Liddel 1. B

| Nervous exhaustion...... seeees seses 6 | 2 N

{ Cerebral compression.......cus voeeens! ‘ 1 1

| |
P ) ‘ S TYDOTLrORBN: sovicessnnes sunne forsesssssns g 18 (SO 1
| Discascs of the heart. ? Insufficiency of valves 1 i X ‘ 1
[

| 4 |
| [ Plourisy ccsscssssessooscssssonos ssssnessnnes [| e | | i
| Empyems.cii.coeesessece soonresannnrnnnens | 3t G f <3 |

Discases of the 1ungte |  PRERIEIS socicivsesvnssovseoss issorsnedssrses 3 i 31 6

| Congestion ,,.. . oo s okl 78

L PronoIICIE o hiassen csbosoas shasrsbto iossanial | it & ey

\

|

| A - H [ Disease of the liver. e 5 B
I I'.'~_| 1s¢ Y:I the diges- ;' cpronie diarrhea... 21 81 4
! RED-SREOHET (0 sy L DYROnIOEY isfitestsisinsisessiisetirirosiy 5 1

Diseasges of the loins... AADDWERRTIN s sostavnsatvor csvrss orntrark 5

[ ASphyXid.cceossessssssesesseressssessssenses 1
| Beurvy..... I . 2 2
; . ! Marasma., 2 ) 7
Various discases..o.oes A|l:(lrv:1il: l t 3 ) u‘.
! Typhoid fove 1 |

L Benility sveesssosrvsmesssosseresvaosresoseres “ 2 2 |

Not ACOOTBESR COPssasssisersdisastanssnes

NAOLINE OF A0 BB .oiiiissv sivonisviviist

This last

remaining 1

The follo
a more or |
\\'“.

\IH\'«‘H

Durati

Age,

Diseas

1'mh:ﬂ
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FIFTH PART.

SUMMARY.

This last part of the report shows the number of patients
remaining under treatment at the end of the year.

The following tables indicate their mental condition, and
a more or less certain prognostic of their chances of cure,
\\'“.
TABLE &

Movement of the population.

TABLE

Duration of residence.

TABLE

TaBLE IV.

Diseases of patienis remaining.

TABLE V.

Probable chances of cure.
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TaBLE I.

MOVEMENT OF THE POPULATION.

Population on 1st January, 1874...eicuneiee|| voe | oo e | 43814771 915 Under 1 mo:

Admitted during the 12 months............ H oove o] veo 84 | 83 ' 167 From 1to

2 to

TORRIS so0snssssssnmennsennianersss spasarons | 3 to
DVIBRRAEERE «vissssirrvassssosrsdothsnsnonnsisssass ) 6 “ 6 to
BOMBERE o hii sninsaissssinssss EARIOIRG R BAeaR e ORI 5 8 “ 12 to
IR to
2 to

g to

BRI L crinssici i smisin shsierhasess TS oy VSRR L - ¢ . “ 5 to

10 to

Men..
Womx
Both |
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TABLE II.

DURATION OF RESIDENCE:

— e

INSANE PATIENTS REMAINING ON 30th JUNE, 187).

DURATION. F

Under 1 month
From 1to 2 months
2 to

S to

o to

bto 10

10 to 15

15 to 20

20 to 25

25 and BPWATAS..ccoceeieree srosssssssnnast sesssssssssoronses

. s . — —— —— — . e S— — —

TOLRIBcisosorins Arsbsas Menabseussenss srisinsansesoss

- e

AVERAGE OF DURATICN OF RESIDENCE.

Men... (413) 7 years, 6 months, 24 days.
Women....o.... (897) T “ 7% o .
Both Sexes...... A “ 4 ¢
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TasLe 111, DISEASES

AGE

FORM

INSANE PATIENTS REMAINING ON 30th JUNE, 1875.

' i | DISEA
| STATEMENT OF AGES, | M F {Total.

e e e s e e e e |

|
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30 .
Monomania...

30t

|

40
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15
N
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! b | |

Senile dement

Paralytic man

Imbecility.....
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|
|
l Epileptic man
|
|
|
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TasLE 1V,

DISEASES OF PATIENTS REMAINING ON THE
30th JUNE, 1875.

COMPLICATIONS.

) | i TOTALs

§3

FORM OF

&
|
|

Congenital.

THE

Periodical.
Epileptie.

DISEASE.

Onanism.
Drunkenness.

[ Suicidal.

!
|
|
|
I
|

—
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TaBLE V.

PROBABLE CHANCES OF CURE.

OF THE INSANE PATIENTS REMAINING ON THE 30th JUNE, 1875.

l (| M F 1 Total.
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REPORT

Of the inquest held by James Prendergast, Lsq, coroner, on
the conflagration of the Quebec Lunatic Asylum, on the

20th January, 1875.

Before proceeding to the examination of witnesses, the
Coroner addressed the jary as follows:

GENTLEMEN,

The case submitted to your consideration is of such imn-
portance, that it is my duty to entreat you to bestow your
most earnest attention to the facts to be established, and to
their appreciation when eélicited. Though jurors are always
bound, by the solemn obligation of their oath, to carefully
enquire into the different points submitted to their con-
sideration, one will readily understand that the more there
are interests at stake, the greater the responsibility is, and
therefore, calls for proper attention and caution. You are
already aware gentlemen, of the nature of the present in-
quest, it is needless for me therefore to point out to you its
importance. During the night of the 29th to the 30th of
January last, a fire broke out and partially destroyed an
ostablishment which, by its magnificent construction, was
the cause of admiration even for strangers, and which by
its internal management seemed to leave nothing wanting.
This institution, known under the name of “Quebec Asylum”
or “Beauport Lunatic Asylum,” was a private property,
and was, in virtue of a private contract with the Quebec
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I’'rovincial Legislature, used for the board, support and
treatment ol people deprived of their reason. These unfor-
tunates expected from others that protection which they
could not of themselves secure, At the time of the said
fire, that part of the building where it originated, was oc-
cupied by female patients to the number of 420, of whom,
immediately after the fire, 26 were missed.

In the hope that some of them might have escaped dur-
ing the excitement that naturally prevailed at the time,
public notices were published asking for information to that
effect, but they remained unanswered. Whilst intelligence
as to the whereabouts of such patients was expected with
the greatest anxiety, a search in the ruins which had been
commenced on the very morning of the fire, was zealously
pursued.

The searches resulted in the discovery of human remains,
charred and disfigured ; also, a quantity of fragments ol
bones which are now before you, and which will be sub-
mitted to the inspection of a surgeon, who will establish
their number and nature,

After the question of the identity of these remains, and

alter establishing the spot where they were found, the exact
place where the fire originated will be a matter for your
consideration. It will be your duty to ascertain if it was
the result of an accident or whether it was kindled with
design, whieh would, it is useless for me to tell you, amount
to murder, if the party setting it had the use of his free will,
and consequently was responsible for his acts.

Your duty, in the case of this fire being quite accidental,
1s to inquire if at the time of said fire there were rules and
regulations tending to prevent such occurrence, and if so,
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if they were enforced. The existence of those rules and
regulations, or their non-observance, if they existed, might,
in case of death arising from such omission, render the re-
sponsible party apt to be found guilty of manslaughter

Your duty is also to establish if these human remains are
those of one or more of these 26 persons who at the time of
the fire were immediately above that part of the ruins
where such remains were found. If at the time of the fire
they were alive ; if at the time of said fire the House was
fit to meet the ends for which it was intended. If said
establishment was provided with tools and implements
necessary to suppress fire; and if it was so provided, wasthe
best use made of them ? If the staff of the institution was
sufficient, both as to number and efficiency, and if the
patients in their helpless state received at their hands all
the available assistance ?

Such are, gentlemen, the propositions which I have con-
sidered my duty to submit to your careful consideration,

and which your oath binds you to resolve.

[ shall now proceed to the examination of the several
witnesses.

EVIDENCE OF MR. VINCELETTE.

CLEMENT VINCELETTE, Esq., of Quebee, being duly
sworn, doth depose and say:

[ am Warden of the Beauport Lunatic Asylum, and I
have held that position since the 1st of October, 1864.

The Asylum is the private property of Doctors Landry
and Roy.
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On the night of the fire—29th January last—I was in my
oflice when, 35 minutes after six, Johanna Carl, head nurse
in Ward 9, informed me that fire had broken out in her

ward.

[ immediately ran in that direction, and was there in a
few seconds. Passing by Ward No. 7, 1 entered the cell,
occupied I believe by Ellen Hurly, Iimmediately saw fire
in one corner of the ceiling of that cell; the fire seemed to
make its way {rom the cell adjoining, and was between the
deafening floor and the ceiling. This deafening floot was
made of boards covered with mortar. Such deafening floors
are always to be found in private and public buildings, and
have the effect of preserving heat, and of lessening the
sounds.

[ remember that, upon my arrival here, in se veral
interviews between the Inspeclors, Messrs. Ferris and
O'Reall and Doctor Douglas, then proprietor of the Asylum,
mention of those dealening floors was made. The joists in
the ceilines of the cells could then be seen, and it was after
those interviews that the cells were ceiled (plafonnées) but
a small space for the purpose of ventilation was left, and it
was through that small space that I saw the fire issuing
from the cell occupied, as I was informed, by Julie Breton.
There was smoke in the cell I first entered. Upon seeing
the fire, I ran as fast as possible to my office, on the same
flat, viz: on the second floor, called Alphonse Ouellet, door-
keeper, and told him to take up immediately one of the two
Fire Extinguishers. These extingunishers are always ready
and placed in a cupboard in close proximity to the door,

I only took the time necessary to send for the men who
were then at prayers in the Chapel, and to have the axes,
placed on the same flat, taken out, and T immediately re-
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turned to where the fire was. Ouellet arrived with one
extinguisher at the same time as I did. Al this was done
in a few seconds. The fire did not seem to have made any
progress since I had first seen it.

[ then made use of the extinguisher, which I discharged
entirely upon the fire. Judging by the fact that the fire had
not inereased in that spot, I inferred that it must have made

headway in another direction of the ceiling, and seeing that
the smoke had increased, I thought all further resistance
impossible and that the fire was beyond control.

As I had the whole responsibility, Ireasoned thus: “Per-
haps the fire was controlable, but if not, and that we should
lose valuable time in trying to control it, we would risk’the
lives of all the patients (about 100) in that part.” 1 then
cave a general order to save the patients,

The men in the Chapel had then had time to return and
were all with me, I sent one to town to inform the pro-
prietors and to ask help from the firemen. I also ordered
the furnance of the fire engine to be lit, if it was not. |1
ordered also the ringing of the bell, to call in those who
were out of the building. During all that time men and
women were busy saving the patients.

I then went up to Ward thirtesn, which is immediately
above number nine, and cut ofi’ the gas to prevent an ex-
plosion similar to the one which had taken place in the
Court House. Hyppolite Lessard and his nephéw, I think,
followed me to number thirteen. Having no gas, we used
candles, but the smoke was then so dense that they were
of no use, and we were obliged to grope our way with the
patients we saved. This part was immediately above the
one where the firve had been discovered. As it was the

8
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most threatened, 1 thought it my duty to work there, leav-
ing to the others to save the occupants of the cells below.
My son, and nurses and keepers, male and female, had,
nevertheless, responded to my call. I cannot say how
many patients we thus took out from there. We had about
thirty patients in that ward, number thirteen. We took
the patients as far as the stairs, where other persons took
them to the front wards. I do not know how many patients
we thus saved. In my last attempt I entered a bed-room
containing six or seven beds, in one of which Honora
Wilmot slept. She is one of those missing. To the best
of my belief, I felt all the beds, which I all found empty,
with the exception of the last,in which was a woman
whom I placed under my left arm and took away.

On going out of this room, I stumbled over another
woman her head covered and in a sitting posture ; I took
her under my right arm. After having thus stumbled I
lost my way. I then called on Lessard who, without com-
ing, answered: “This way, this way.”

It was then impossible to breathe there. Having called
for the third time, I was caught hold of by Lessard, who
himself, I was told, had been conducted there by his nep-
hew. I then fell down the stairs with the two women I
held under my arms. The stairs had about 15 or 16 steps
—these women were immediately picked up.

When I arrived at number thirteen, almost all of the
patients in that part had been saved by others, that is the
guardians. These guardians were all obliged to run down
on account of the smoke, leaving behind them all they
possessed in clothing and in money. The greater part of
the patients had already been saved then, and that explains
the reason why I found the beds empty.
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When I came down for the last time, there was no pos-
sibility to breathe in the place where the fire had first been
discovered. As nothing further could be done there, I
went down to number three Ward on the first flat. All
the patients in this ward were saved, but they were so
saved with the greatest difficulty, as after being taken out
of their cells, they would often get out of the hands of their
rescuers and precipitate all themselves towards the fire,

I had told the nurses to abandon all their goods, and to
save the patients, promising them that I would endeavor
to see them reimbursed of their losses, and I must say that
they heard my appeal. It was asa precautionary measure
that I acted so, for all the nurses and keepers were most
active and energetic in their endeavors to save their
patients. By all the means possible I wanted to make sure
of prompt and complete saving of lives. All the patients
of wards number one and three were thus saved. I was
then informed that those occupying the infirmary and in
the other rooms had been saved.

No one being then in the eastern wing, I closed the
iron doors. I then returned to my office and ordered my
son to save all the books and documents belonging to the
ostablishment. The fire steam engine being then working,
according to the order, I have above mentioned, the fire had
abated, and my office was intact. A few minutes after-
wards I fainted, and I was taken in a cariole to the men's
buildings.

The proprietors had arrived, and help had long previously
been received from town.

As means of protection, in cases of fire, we had two of
«Dick’s Fire Extinguishers,” one on the old system and an-
other on the new; 6 axes in a box placed in a room adjoin-
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ing mine ; two cisterns on the building, containing, ac-
cording to my information, 10,000 gallons of water; a
stationary Fire Engine used for pumping water on the
The tube of this

This engine can

buildings and used also in cases of fire

engine is of a diameter of 2} inches.

throw 5,000 gallons of water in one

300 feet of hose, which were in good order and worked per-

fectly at the time of the fire. with a hand
AT . ] ) oy 3 ’ !

pump, were bought by the I’roprietors from a person who

hour. Toitisattached

Those hose,

had purchased them from the Imperial Government. The
Jast mentioned pump is worked by twenty-four men, and
was also in good order at the time ol the fire,

The Establishment was also provided with a bell for the
ordinary service, but which when rung apart from the
usnal -hours became an alarm bell, and all those who were
out were obliged to come back to the establishment,

On the night of the fire, the steam-cngine was fed by
water {rom the reservoir,
and 6 or 7 feet high, and I have every reason to believe that
it was full then, as it is fed by {
the means of a pipe through which the water
tinually.

which has a diameter of 25 feet

he water of a reservoir by
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The establishment in all its parts has }m- 1 visited by the
aentlemen comprising the Grand Tm\, dur
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Their reports have been published and consequently are
public property. These reports have always been favor-
able to the establishment, and in them no suggestions tend-
ing to'change or modify the plan, or calling the attention
of the Government to defects which might have existed,
were ever made.
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The Inspectors of Jails and Asylums have also visited
the establishment, and in their reports they never suggesi-
ed anything to the proprietors, and in the same they always
expressed themselves favorable to the establishinent.

There is also a Commission appointed by the Govern-
ment, and composed of Messrs. Lindsay, McGie, Sirois
and Bowles: the latter is now in England ; their secretary
is Mr. A. LeMoine ; they are bound to visit the establish-
ment forr times a year, and they do so.

Apart from those visits, there are Irequent individual
visits, Mr. Lw‘\luinn visits ;leo.\t every week. There is
also a visiting sureeon, Dr. Jackson, who calls daily,

The Grand Jury, the Commissioners, Inspectors and
Visiting Surgeon, visit whenever they think fit, and at such
hours as suit them without warning the officers of the estah-
lishment : the two chaplains likewise,

A. LeMoine, Secretary of the Commission, has some-
{imes called at night, as also Dr. Roy at the time he was
visiting Surgeon of the Asyluam.

[ have always supposed that these visits were © surprise
visits.” The cells and bed-rooms are lit only by means of

the gas which is in the passages, the fixtures of which are

above the reach of the tallest man. Datients are never al-
lowed the use of candles or other lights in their cells or
other places. The useof matches is also strictly forbidden
and carefully watched, Nevertheless, they are sometimes
found in the possession of patients, and we are yet ata loss
to account for 1t
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I relate a fact which took place to my knowledge and

FLOOR W
which would account for one of the means by which
patients become possessed of articles. Patients in the
second story got matches from outsiders by means of a
thread, which occurrence was discovered and checked.
| P S

The ,patients. both male and female, annoy visitors by
their requests for tobacco and matches, and notwithstand-
ing constant watch and a public notice to that effect posted
up at the gate, it is a fact as above stated that the patients
generally provided themselves with matches.

The document (marked A) produced by Dr. Ulric Bélan-
ger is a correct list of the (26) persons who, at the time of
the fire, were in the Asylum, and who have been missing
since. This list is an extract of the Registers of the house.

I consider that at the time of the fire, the staft’ of the
Asylum was sufficient both in number and competency.

The whole of the premises were burned. At different
times the Insurance Agents or Inspectors visited the pre-
mises and have since renewed the Insurance. I remem-
ber that previous to this renewal, very minute inspection
took place. That portion which was destroyed by fire was
put down by them as first-class.

As much as I can remember we had in last mentioned
portion about 225 patients—but by referring to my book 1
could establish the exact number,

All the Wards were provided with one or more cocks X. Sms
and couplings to connect the small hose in communication patients,
with the reservoirs placed on the highest part of the pre- 0. Cell
mises. xx. Ce.
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FLLOOR WHERE FIRE ORIGINATED, IN NORTH WING OF
WESTERN BLOCK.

PLAN B.~WARD ©O.

Passage.

Passage.

NURSE |

AND |
UNDER- |
NURSE. |

Door.
Iron grating.

Passage.

|
|
|

A. Julia Breton's cell, where fire originated.

X. Small crosses, 10 in number, indicate the missing
patients, as referred to by the witnesses at the inquest.

0. Cells opened by nurse Annie Carl.

xx. Cells opened by nurse Annie Carl.
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(‘A.T]IERINI‘; ]1““141"4\', secoid \\il‘:lt'nﬁ, sworn, doth

depose and say :

[ am under-nurse at the Beauport Lunatic Asylum. DBe-
tween seven and half-past, on the night of the five, I was on
my way to the Chapel when I was overtaken by the head
nurse, Annie Carl, who told me there was fire in ward N‘O. 0.
I asked her if she had told Mr, Vincelette, she answered
“No.” I than ran and told Mr. Vincelette. Annie Carl in
the meantime had turned round, and when I came back
with Mr. Vincelette, she was saving some of the patients.
Mr. Vincelette, in a fow seconds, was on the spot; the
flames had then made their way through the opposite cells
and extended tothe iron door { marked 1). Allthe patients
in the large roomn, numbering ten, were saved, as also one
of the two in the adjoining room, the others being in the
Chapel at the time. All the names followed by a cross (on
the plan shown me ) are those of patients who were in their
cells at the time of the fire and who are missing. The
names without a cross are those of the patients in the cells
who were saved.

[ lost all my clothes, with the exception of two dresses
and a jacket. All my efforts and attention were concen-
trated mpon saving the patients. 1 was present when
Julie Breton was taken into the high boarded cell. She
had nothing on but her night dress, she was walking with
hoth her hands hanging down, but I could not say if they
were closed or not.

ANNIE CARL, one of the keepers, third witness, said:

[ am head-nurse in this establishment, and at the time of

the fire I had charge of ward nine. Catherine IInarley was
my assistant.
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The ward nine contained seventeen cells, and was divided
as shewn and indicated by Plan marked B. Seventeen pa-
tients occupied the cells. There was also a large room
containing two. The patientsin the two latter rooms were
saved. The mnames marked by a cross are the names of
those who were present in the cells at the time of the fire,
but who are missing since.

The names of the others without across are those patients
who were in their cells at the time but who were saved.
The Plan B is a fair representation of the ward nine and its
cells as occupied by the several patients.

At about half-past seven on the evening of ,the 29th
January last, coming out of my room into the passage, I
met Julie Couture, one of the patients, who cried out that the
cell of Julie Breton (another patient) was on fire. I
opened Julie’s cell, which had been closed on account of its
inmate being in a fit of excitement. I called on her to come
out, but she would not. The fire was in a straw bedtick,
which was in the middle of her cell—the flames wer
extending to the door and up to the ceiling. Julie had
been placed in that cell about ten minutes before.

Previous to that I had perceived that she was breaking
the mortar of the cell she then occupied, and having told
Mr. Vincelette about it, he ordered her to be put in the cell
where I first saw the fire, that is in a high boarded cell. I
was present when she was brought to that cell. She was
put into it by two men of the house, who were called in to
assist us, as we had not sufficient strength to do so
ourselves. She had only a night gown on at the time.
She had her two hands hanging down, and I did not see
if her hands were closed or not, therefore I cannot say if
she had any matches or not. I never saw matches in her

0
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possession, nor other patients.  When I first discovered the
lire, I am positive that it was in that spot only. I attemp-
ted, as already stated, to induce Julie to come out, but she
would not, I then turned round, and seeing my under-
nurse, I told her to go to Mr. Vincelette’s, [ then tried
to save the patients. I opened the cells marked O on the
plans, that is the cells up to the passage.

[[aving reached the head ol the passage, I there saw
Julie Breton sitting down—I tried to drag her away with
me, but she would not go. I tried toinduce Basilice Leroux
to follow me, but she also refused. As flames were issw.ne
from Julie Breton’s cell and crossing the passage, and thux
preventing any chance of my escaping, I retraced my step<
and ran for my life. On going round I met Mr. Vincelette
and his son with other men.
saving the patients.
{rom the cells adjoining the first above mentioned.

They immediately turned {o
During that time I again saved three
I ::}.\H
saved the ten in the large room marked on the plan by a
large X. One of the two in th2 adjoining room marked
XX was also saved by me at the time.
the Chapel. After the alarm had been given I saw other
nurses busy saving patients in my ward.

The other was in

There is a strict order, invariably complied with, to the
effect that the two nurses cannot leave at the same time.
I lost all my clothes and my money, about six dollars.

ELLEN ROACH, nurse, fourth witness sworn, said :

As head nurse, on the 20th of Janunary last, I was in
charee of ward thirteen, immediately over ward nine.
The plan marked C is a good representation of my ward.

15.
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It contained two cells and three rooms besides my own,
and a general day-room in the centre of the ward. There
were stairs leading from the middle of this last mentioned

room to ward nine. These stairs were straight. Two of

the cells were occupied by two patients; one in each.

The room marked O O contained eight patients, three of

which were lost. The adjoining room contained five, one
of which was lost. The room marked O O O contained 8,
ail saved with the exception of one.

An iron door in the passage divided wards thirteen and
eleven. At the the time of the fire, I was in my room with
the assistant nurse, when a patient below cried out. My
lirst impression was that it was a quarrel between two
patients. The same patient cried out it was fire. I and
my assistant both went for water, which we got in number
thirteen, and brought it down to number nine, my ward.
The fire was in a cell opposite an iron eate. I then saw
persons busy saving the patients, and I immediately ran
up back to my ward. Mr. Vincelette was imme diately i

my ward and ordered us to bring down the patients at once,
and we did so. On our return from number nine, to our
ward, the latter place was filled with smoke, so much <o
that we could hardly breathe.

I saw Mr. Vincelette go into one room, and fall down
the stairs with two patients, one of which he had taken out
of abed. Mr, Vincelette's son, with myself and my assistant,
did all we could to save our patients. After Mr. Vincelette
had fallen, I went down stairs, passed by number nine, and
came up by stairs to number eleven, as far as the iron gat-,
which I opened, in order to reach the room marked O O 0
in number thirteen, and out of the eight patients I saved
seven.. The one lost was a cripple, and I could not take
her away ; I was actually choking. I lost all my clothes

and 21 dollars in money, that is, all T possessed.
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During all that time my assistant, who is my sister, helped
me. As soon as the fire was discovered, all the cells were
opened with the exception of that one marked eleven,
which I could not open on account of the smoke. The
names marked with a cross are those of the patients who
were present at the time and who are now missing. Wards
eleven and thirteen were divided by the gate-door, which
[ have already mentioned. From my ward down to the
first {lat, one could go withont any impediment, there being
no door in the way.

MARY RYAN, head nurse, fifth witness, said :

[ was in charge of ward number eleven. The plan C
shows a part of my ward and ‘wo rooms containing seven-
teen patients at the time of the fire. Out of these seven-
teen patients ten are missing. I had also the charee of an
adjoining room containing seven patients, w holare all
saved. Besides the patients contained in the three rooms

above mentioned, 1 had charge of two more rooms, one
containing ten and the other eleven, all of whom were
saved.

All the patients saved in my ward were saved by my
assistant and myself. Others were busy saving in their
wards. The infirmary was on the same flat as my ward, and
every patient in it was saved. After having worked at say-
ing their own patients, the other people came to assist us in
our ward, but the smoke was so dense then that their services
were ofnoavail. Topened all the doors as soon as I first heard
of the fire. Mr. Vincelette having given that order. Ward
eleven adjoins ward thirteen, which is immediately above
number nine. The infirmary was on the front of the
building, and that part of my ward where the patients
were lost was in the back, near number thirteen, I lost all
my clothes, and my assistant is in the same plight.
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MARCELINE GRAVEL, widow of Charles Chaput,

sixth witness, head nurse in the inlirmary, said :

The infirmary adjoined ward number eleven, but in order
io reach it, one had to go through ward eleven. On the
night of the fire 1 had twenty patients under my care. A few
minutes after seven o'clock, I heard a noise, which I thought
was caused by some of the patients ; I then ascertained there
was a fire. Mr. Vincelette immediately ordered the pa-
There was no smoke at the time. |
was then with the nurse in the Hospital. I first got help from
Mr. Vincelette's son, who was followed by several others,

tients to be saved.

by whose exertions all the patients under my care were
saved. I attributed to the fact that the infirmary contained
sick and crippled patients the immediate and eflective
help we received. I, as well as my assistant, lost personally

aoods, clothing, to the value of about $36 or $40.

ALFRED JACKSON, Physician and Surgeon, seventh

witness, said :

At the request of the Coroner I examined the remains of
several charred bodies and a number of separate bones said
to have been taken from the ruins of part of the Lunatic
Asylum lately destroyed by fire. The trunks of four differ-
ent individuals were pretty perfect, the extremities, however,
were missing, and the surface of the bodies were much
destroyed by the action of fire. Two of the trunks I identi-
lied as females. The two other trunks were apparently
A large number of loose bones were
likewise produced, which I examined, and from the namber
of vertebrae present, must have belonged to at least two or
three different persons, From the size of the vertebrae
and othér bones, I concluded that they were those of females,
but they were very much broken, rendering it difficult to

those of females.

pronounce a positive opinion.
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EDOUARD LABDERGI, joiner, eighth witness, said :

[ am in the service ol my father, who is employed by the
Proprietors of the Beauport Lunatie Asylum, in clearing the
ruins of that part of the Asylum recently destroyed by fire,
The bones produced before the Coroner, and which were
placed in a box, were found by me or in my presence, in
the cellar, immediately beneath the wards occupied by the
patienty at the time of the fire.

ARTHUR VINCELETTE, Medical Student, ninth wit-

ness, said :

One of the trunks examined by Dr. Jackson was found
in the cellar under the colls destroyed by fire.  Another
trunk, also examined by Dr. Jackson, had been removed
when I saw it, but I have no doubt that it has been found.
in the same spot. Several persons were employed during
the day following the lire, searching for the remains, orders
having been given to place such bones and remains in a
box. Two trunks, also produced bhefore the Coroner, were,
in my presence, placed in a barrel, and were also examined
by Dr. Jackson, as also the bones contained in a box,

To the best of my knowledge, the whole of these trunks
and bones were found under the cells of the patients,

ANDREW KAY, Engincer and Plumber, tenth witness,
said :

[ am engineer and superintendent of the engines, pumps,
oas, water and heating apparatus, and ol everything con-
nected with my calling, in the Beauport Lunatic Asylum.
Cocks, hoses, engines, steam pump and hand pump, the fire
extinguishers, three or four hundred feet of small hose in-
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side the house, cocks provided with nozzles to lix the hose
upon, axes, eigcht hundred feet of four inch large leather
hose, are always kept in good working order and superint-
ended by me, and were so at the time of the fire. The
cistern on the top of the house on the night of the fire was
full, as usual. 1 established that fact during the fire by
means of the floater, which indicated six feet, equal to about
twenty tons. There is also a reservoir from which water is
pumped into the cistern. This reservoir is about forty feet
in diameter and six feet deep, and it is supplied by a pretty
powerful stream, which never leaves it without water.
One year only, through heavy frost, we were a little short
of water, but we always had a sufficient supply to fill the
reservoir and for the wants of the establishment. Iven on
the day of the fire our supply of water was good. For
about two and a-hall hours during the fire we were short,
as several engines were feeding from it, but after having
cut the brook or stream in question, we again obtained a
sufficient supply. The reason why we cut the brook was
because it was frozen pretty near the ground, for a length
of about ten feet; there was plenty of water above that.
There is a drain passing {rom the river above the men’s
buildings to near the road bridge. And it was by the
means of damming the brook at the road bridge below the
water pipe that the City Steam Fire Engine was supplied.
I have been about ten years in this establishment, always
in the position I now occupy, and I am of opinion that the
said establishment is doubly provided with everything
necessary, in any case of fire,

There are several boilers, four of them. We can always
supply the engine by either of them, by a connecting pipe
which exists. This steam engine, with a three-inch nozzle,

throws water to a height of seventy feet, and the roof of

the centre building was of a height of about sixty feet.
The hand pump throws water to a height of about sixty

feet. 1
no gasli
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feet. I know the cell occupied by Julie Breton ; there was
no gaslight near it.

ULRIC ANTOINE DBELANGER, Medical Doctor,

eleventh witness, said ;

The document (marked A) which I produce is an au-
thentic list taken from the Registers of the Beauport
Lunatic Asylum, of the patients who were present in the
Asylum at the time of the fire on the 29th January last,
and who are missing to-day. It is to my knowledge that
the newspapers have published a notice requesting the
public to give information of the discovery of any of the
patients who might have escaped from the Asylum at the
time of the fire. No such information has since been re-
ceived. The above mentioned list contains twenty-six
names of so many of the patients who are missing.

HYPPOLITE LESSARD, twellth witness, and one of the
keepers, said :

At about] half-past seven on the night of the fire, I was
requested by Mr. Vinceletie to help the nurses, Annie Carl
and Catherine Hurley, in transferring Julie Breton from one
cell to another, that is tothe last cell she occupied. Another
keeper, named Sylvain, accompanied me, but he did not
come as far as the cell. The nurses above named having
opened the door of Julie Breton’s cell, told her I came to
transfer her to another cell, she answered: “ Very well, I
will go by myself.” I walked in the direction of the new
cell followed by her, and she entered it alone She was
then in her night gown. She did not make attempt as if
to take something before going out of her cell. She went
out quietly and entered her new cell in the same manner.

10




This new cell was not occupied. I saw nothing in her
hands when she entered. The nurses did not enter the cell.
I did not either, and when the door was opened there was
no sign of smoke or fire. There was a straw bedtic placed
along one of the sides of' the cell, and I am positive tha
said straw bedtic was not on fire at that time. Immedi-
ately after the patient entered her cell, the door was closed,
and I left.

The Coroner afterwards charged the jury as lollows :
Gentlemen of the Jury,

You have heard the evidence which has been laid belore
you in a plain and lucid manner. It is for you now to say
if you are in a position to resolve the several propositions
I had the honor of submitting to you when I first addressed
you, and ready to render your verdict.

The jury, by their foreman,—We are,

The several propositions and answers thereto having been
agreed upon between the Coroner and jurors, the verdict
was worded by the Coroner and submitted to the jury, who

unanimously accepted it as being the true expression ol

their mind upon the subject of theinquest. The following
verc.ct was accordingly found:

PROVINCE OF QUEBEC, |
District of Quebec. |

An inquest instituted and held for our Sovereign Lady
the Queen, in the parish of St. Roch, in the district of
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Quebec, the fifteenth day of February, in the thirty-eighth
vear of the reign of our Sovereign Lady Victoria, by the
arace of God, Queen of the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, before James
Prendergast, lisquire, Coroner for her said Majesty, in and
for the said district, in view of the remains of seven bodies
found in the ruins of that part of the Quebec Asylum;
otherwise called the Beauport Lunatic Asylum, which said
part of the Quebec Asylum was destroyed by fire during
the night of the twenty-ninth and thirtieth of January last ;
under the oath of Edonard J. DeBlois, Foreman, Pierre A.
DeBlois, Antoine Lortie, Damase Richard, Edouard Pepin,
Joseph Parant, Georges Barbeau, Fortunat Legros, Onézime
Piaquet, Cyprien Audet, Joachim Nolet, Alexis Lortie,
Joseph Bédard, Jean Marie Bélanger, Napoléon Nolet,
Francois Parant, fit and trusty men, duly chosen, and who
being then and there sworn and commissioned to enquire
for our said Sovereign Lady the Queen, when, where, who
and in what manner the individuals whose remains had
been found came to their deaths, state upon their oath :

“ That during the night of the twenty-ninth to the
thirtieth of January of the year aforesaid, the part of the
Quebee Asylum, commonly called and known under the
name of the Beauport Lunatic Asylum, containing the female
lunatic patients, hecame a prey to fire.

“That the list hereunto annexed and marked A, certified
as an anthentic extract from the registers of the said Asylum,
and signed by Dr. U. A. Bélanger, assistant-physician, and
in fact a true copy, and verified as such, contains the names
of the patients who, at the time of the fire, were in that
part of the building destroyed by the fire, who have disap-
peared or failed to appear immediately after the fire, and
who have not since re-appeared, to the number of (26)
twenty-six.
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“ That the remains ol the seven bodies above mentioned
are evidently those of seven of the patients named on the
said list, but that it has been impossible to identify the said
bodies, the action of the fire having deprived them ol all
form of humanity.

“ That the fire ()I'ig‘illah‘d in a cell to which a patient had
shortly before been relegated.

“That it became necessary, as a measure of safety, to
transfer this patient, Julie Elie «fias Breton by name, she
heing in a state of frenzy, to the cell in question, in whicl
there was only a simple strav. -bed.

lie alias Breton was placed

“ Then when the said Julie 1
in the said cell, the said straw-bed was laid along one of the

sides of the cell, and was perfectly intact. showing no sign
of fire or smoke,

* That a few moments subsequently, fire was discovered
in the mattress, which was then found in the middle of the
cell.

“That during all the time that elapsed between her entry
into the cell, and the moment when the straw-bed was
discovered to be on fire, the said Julie Elie alizs Breton,
remained alone confined in the said cell inaccessible to any
other person, except the nurses and officials of the institu-
tion.

“ That at the time of the admission of the said patient,

there were no light, fire, matches, or any other material of

a nature to produce fire in the said cell.

“ That when the said patient was thus transferred to the
said cell, she was only clothed in a night-gown, came oui
of her own cell with her hands hanging down, and entered
the last mentioned cell in the same manner,
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“ That it was found impossible to ascertain whether this
patient, at the time of such transfer, had her hands open or
closed, and consequently whether it was possible for her
to conceil 1natches in them during that period, a thing
which would have been opposed to the rules established
and enforced, and would have baffled the strict supervision
proven to have existed by this inquest, but which would
have accounted for this lire.

 Having exhausted all available proof and carefully
weighed the testimony that it was necessary to hear, the

jurors are of opinion that the fire broke out in the cell above

mentioned after the introduction therein of the said Julie
Elie alias Breton.

“ That the fire in question orviginated in the mattress in
the said cell, but how it did so it has been impossible to
establish.

“ That the fire communicated to the ceiling and thence
spread throughout the entire part subsequently consumed.

“ That at the time of the firem the institution was amply
provided with every appliance to fight with fire.

“ That the staff of the institution did the best they pos-
sibly could with the means at their disposal under the ex-
ceptional circumstancas in which they were placed, having
at one and the same time to combat the fire and eflect the
rescue of the patients, to the number of four hundred and
twenty.

“ That in the rescue of the patients the greatest heroism
was displayed, and that no efforts that could reasonably be
expected from the proprietors, their officers and employees
were spared.”
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In faith and testimony of which the said Coroner, as
well as the said Edouard J. DeBlois, the foreman of the said
jurors, acting for himself and the remainder of the said
jurors, and in their presence, have to this inquest affixed
their signatures and seals, the day and year above written.

(Signed.) JAMES PENDERGAST,
C(H'nlll'l'.
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