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PREFACE.

BOUT the year 1854, being detained at
Salisbury waiting for the train, I strolled
into a book shop and purchased a volume published
in the United States relating the events of the war
between those States and Great Britain in 1812, 1813,
1814, and 1815. I read it carefully, with amaze-
ment at my own ignorance. I had scarcely heard of
any such war! And why? Because in those years
we had a war, and a tremendous one it was, with
almost all the European powers, at our own doors.

« Here, Boney, come and take this naughty little
boy ! ” was the common style used to cow unruly lads ;
and “Sarah, look to my sword, pistol, and spurs;
we are called out,” to the wife; and to the servant,
“ William, feed my charger, saddle and bring him
round.” So ordered the cavalry yeoman, almost
daily, down to 1815.

No wouder little or nothing was heard of the war
raging in America and Canada, 3000 miles distant.
Consequently I had, so to speak, to put myself to
school again. I read all the books I could find on
the subject, visited America, made the acquainfance
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of various actors in the now far past; and, as far
as possible, put myself in possession of all authentic
records concerning the struggle which had taken
place.

Among the many who cheerfully responded to
my inquiries, were—Ist, the ever-to-be-lamented
Admiral Sir George Broke-Middleton, sole surviving
son of the captain of the Shannon. 1 have spoken
elsewhere (in the Memoir of his father) of all his
kind and valuable assistance. 2ndly, the revered
subject of this Memoir, Admiral of the Fleet Sir
Provo W. P. Wallis—now in his 101st year, and un-
deniably the sole survivor of that, the last conflict,
I trust, with our brethren across the Atlantic.

I little thought, when we exchanged our first letters
in 1863, that it was the beginning of a lifelong
correspondence and most affectionate friendship.
But here is his first letter :—

¢« FuNTINGTON, CHICHESTER, Jan. 1st, 1864.
“ REV. SIR,—

“Tf you will call at the United Service Club, Pall Mall,
on Thursday, the 7th inst. (from twelve to two o'clock), you will
find me (D.v.) there, in readiness to receive you. Pray excuse a
short reply, being anxious to save to-day’s post; but believe me,
rev. Sir,

“Yours very faithfully, Provo WALL1s.”

Of course I duly kept this appointment, and found
myself in the presence of the Admiral.

He was then seventy-three years of age, but did
not look sixty.
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PREFACE ix

[ stated my object in few words, and in reply
received the pleasant answer: ‘Any information
in my power, sir, I shall feel most happy to
supply.”

I had prepared a short paper to this effect, which
we patiently debated. In about an hour, reluctant
to intrude further, 1 rose to retire.

«“May I ask if you are staying at the Victoria P ”
he inquired.

«1 have been, but shall leave to-night by the
Irish mail, after dinner.” And so we parted ; but
at four o'clock, just as the cold, raw, snowy, windy
afternoon was closing, I was surprised by a most
unexpected return visit from the Admiral, who had
walked some four miles to see me. We had a long
and interesting conversation, ended by him, as he
rose to go, with the words, “I hope you will write
to me whenever you feel disposed.” My readers will
see, in the following pages, that I did not fail to
do so.
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CHAPTER L
BIRTH, PARENTAGE, AND EARLY DAYS.

“Oh yes, smile for smile, heart for heart, kindness for kindness, welcome
for welcome—give me old Nova Scotia yet—there ain’t nothin’ like it
here.”—Sam Slick.

IN the year 1791 Halifax, in the Colony of

Nova Scotia, presented rather a primitive
appearancé, notwithstanding it was, and for years
had been, the great and popular military and naval
rendezvous of British North America. The town
itself mainly consisted of wooden houses. There
were, however, public buildings of greater pretension,
more solidly constructed—the Government House,
the Fort, and the residences of the officials in His
Majesty’s Navy Yard.

Among the latter was that of Provo Featherstone
Wallis, Esq., Chief Clerk to the Commissioner of the
Yard.

Here, on April 12th, in the above-mentioned year,
was born his only son, Provo William Parry, who
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afterwards became Sir Provo W. P. Wallis, G.C.B.,
Senior Admiral of the British Fleet.

Our hero’s mother was a daughter of William
Lawlor, Major in the -1s Battalion of the Halifax
(Nova Scotia) Regiment, and it has been suggested
that his father was intimately connected with Captain
Samuel Wallis, who commanded the Dolphin on her
celebrated voyage round the Globe, 1766 to 1768,
and discovered several important islands which were
added to England’s domains, and after whom Wallis
Island, the Wallis Islets, the Wallis Mark Rock, and
the Wallis Shoal were named, and also with Gilbert
Wallis, who died while in command of the Port Mahon
in 1740, but there appear to be no authentic records

to prove that thi. belief is well founded. Whether it
be so or not, it is clear that our hero’s father was an
admirer of the naval profession, and that he chose it
for his son almost as soon as he was born.

It may be interesting to some to note, bearing in
mind that two of Sir Provo’s Christian names are
William and Parry, that his birth took place in the
year immediately following that in which the re-
nowned Arctic explorer, Captain William Edward
Parry, was born ; and that in 1813, at the time of the
famous action between the Shannon and Chesapeake,
in which Wallis took such an active part, they were
both occupied on the North American Station—Wallis
in the Shannon and Parry in La Hogue—Parry at
this time visiting Wallis’s birthplace.
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BIRTH, PARENTAGE, AND EARLY DAYS. 5

In oue of the letters written to me by the Admiral
after he was well advanced in years, he says that
he was at an early age scnt to Hngland for his
education ; but this appears to be the only available
record of his childhood beyond the two or three facts
we will now mention.

At the time of his birth a custom prevailed which
enabled influential relatives or friends to get a boy’s
name entered on a ship’s books as one of her crew,
notwithstanding he did not actually join her, and
was, indeed, too young to do so. It was, in fact,
a time when, as Mr. Laird Clowes has quaintly said,
“There were bishops in bibs, and colonels in short
frocks.” Competitive examinations were almost, if
not quite, unknown, and influence rather than merit
was paramount. It thus happened that, through the
influence of his father or the friends of the latter,
young Wallis, on May 1st, 1795, and when but four
years of age, was entered on the books of the Oiseau
frigate, which was employed on the Halifax Station,
as one of her able-bodied seamen. Able-bodied as he
probably was for his years, it is hardly necessary to
say he did not then actually go to sea, at least, to
perform those duties which properly belonged to the
position in which he had been placed.

From May 1796 until September 1798 he served
nominally in the Prévoyante as a first-class volunteer,
and from May 1799 until September 1800 did imagi-
nary service in the 4sia with Captain Robert Murray,
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who had previously commanded the Oiseau, when
Wallis was fictitiously with her. He subsequently
joined the Cleopatra, a smart 12-pounder 32-gun
frigate, Captain Israel Pellew (afterwards Admiral
Sir Israel Pellew), and did nominal service in her as
a midshipman, and later, viz., in October 1804, he,
as a midshipman, actually joined that ship, which was
then under the command of Captain Sir Robert Laurie,
and actively commenced his career at a time when our
country was in open hostility with France. Even
then he was but little more than thirteen years old—
young enough, one would say, to begin active service;
yet the great Nelson, who was then living and who
had still to win Trafalgar, began earlier, by going to
sea at the age of twelve.

From this time all Wallis’s services were real, and
being a fine, manly lad he, doubtless, entered upon
them eagerly and with pleasure.

It is curious that O’Byrne, in his “Naval Dictionary,”
should treat all Wallis's early services seriously. Sir
Provo himself says: ¢ All that O’Byrne states in
reference to my services previously to 1804 is only
moonshine. My real career commenced from the
time I joined the Cleopatra, in October 1804.”

The Cleopatra soon sailed for the North American
Station, and Wallis had not been with her many
months before he saw what active service meant, for
on February 17th, 1805, he was present at his first
engagement, and a desperate one it proved.
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BIRTH, PARENTAGE, AND EARLY DAYS.

It will be my object, whenever possible, to use
the words of those present at the events to be related.
The following account of the engagement just referred
to was written by Admiral Wallis himself, years
after the action :—

«We sailed for the North American Station, and
on the 16th of February, 1805, at daylight (lat. 20° N.,
long. 67° W.), came in sight of a ship standing to
the eastward. All sail was made in chase; but it
was not until ten in the morning of the 17th that
she was overtaken. The stranger was the French
18-pounder 40-gun frigate Ville de Milan. At
11.30 a.m. the latter, having shortened sail and
hauled to the wind, hoisted her colours; and the
Cleopatra, having also shortened sail, fired her bow
guns and commenced a running fight.

“At 2.30 p.m., the Cleopatra being within a hun-
dred yards of her antagonist, the Ville de Milan
luffed across the bows of the British ship, and opened
her broadside. The Cleopatra, passing under her
adversary’s stern, returned the fire, and, ranging up
within musket-shot on the starboard side of the
enemy, a determined fight took place, both ships
running parallel to each other, sometimes nearly
before the wind and at others close-hauled.

“At 5 p.m., having shot away the main-topsail-
yard of the Ville de Milan, the Cleopatra forged
ahead, and her running rigging being so much
cut that she could neither shorten sail nor back
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her main-topsail, her captain determined to en-
deavour to cross the bows of the enemy. Just as
the Cleopatra was putting her helm down for this
purpose, a shot disabled her wheel. The French
frigate, observing the ungovernable state of her
antagonist, bore up, and ran her on board, the bow-
sprit and figure-head passing over the quarter-deck
abaft the main rigging. From the commanding
position of her adversary, owing to the strong wind
and heavy sea runmning, the Cleopatra was in danger
of being sunk by her heavy opponent. The French
crew, in their attempts to board, were at first repulsed
with loss ; but about 5.15 p.m. the overpowering num-
bers of the assailants overcame all opposition, and the
British colours were hauled down. Shortly afterwards
the Cleopatra’s fore and main masts went over the
side, and the bowsprit soon followed.

“In this desperate action the Cleopatra had only
200 men at quarters, and of this number 16 seamen,
3 marines, and 1 boy were killed ; there being a total
of 22 mortally wounded or killed, and 36 wounded.
Captain Renaud, of the Ville de Milan, was killed by
the last shot fired from the Cleopatra; and her loss,
although not stated, was also heavy.

“The Ville de Milan was a ship of 1100 tons,
mounted 46 heavy guns—long 18- and 8-pounders—
and had on board 350 men; whereas the Cleopatra
carried 690 tons only, and was armed with long
12-pounders and 24-pounder carronades.
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) en- « Having removed the prisoners and put on board
st as 49 officers and men, the prize and Ville de Milan
this (whose main and mizen masts having fallen during
ench the night, was consequently also jury-rigged) con-
her tinued their course homeward ; but on the 23rd of
bow- February Nemesis was in waiting, and they descried
-deck the 50-gun ship Leander (Captain the Hon. John
iding Talbot), which ship immediately chased.
wind “The weather coming on thick the Leander lost
\nger sight of the frigates, but at 2.30 p.m. again ob-
‘ench tained a view of them. The Ville de Milan and
ulsed Cleopatra closed for mutual support, and having
um- fired a gun to leeward, each hoisted a French ensign
d the upon the mainstay. At 4 o’clock the Leander arrived
vards within gunshot and the frigates separated, the
r the Cleopatra running before the wind, and the Ville de
Milan hauling up with the wind on the larboard
only quarter. At 4.30 the Leander fired a shot at the
men, Cleopatra, upon which the French colours were
total hauled down and the ship hove to. Those of the
nded. original crew of the Cleopatra who remained on board
ad by then rushed upon deck and took possession of the ship,
loss, and Captain Talbot, directing the Cleopatra to follow,
immediately pursued the Ville de Milan. Before
tons, 6 p.m., the Leander having got alongside the Ville de
ers— Milan, that ship surrendered without firing a shot.
vatra The French ship was added to the British Navy under
long the name of the Milan, and classed as an 18-pounder

38-gun frigate.’




i 2

10 ADMIRAL SIR PROVO W. P. WALLIS, G.C.B.

It will thus be seen that our young midshipman,
then less than fourteen years of age, was for a week
or so a prisoner under the tricolour for the first and,
as it happened, the last time. It was not, however,
destined that this should be the only desperate action
in which he was to share.

Wallis escaved injury during the engagement, and
was, with the other prisoners, treated most kindly by
the victors.

After the action Captain Talbot placed Sir R.
Laurie again in command of the Cleopatra, and gave
his own first lieutenant charge of the Ville de Milan,
and all arrived safely in a British port.

This action was indeed a “seasoning” for our
young midshipman. More than seventy years after-
wards the terrible surroundings were vividly present
to his memory—the rear of the artillery, the oaths of
the combatants, the groans of the wounded, the decks
streaming with blood, and, finally, the rush of the
hostile boarders with fierce execrations—these indeed
were enough to appal the nerves of the bravest; but
they did not damp the naval ardour glowing in our
young hero’s breast, nor diminish his love for his
chosen profession. He returned with alacrity to his
midshipman’s duty, until some little time afterwards
he was transferred to the Cambrian, 48, in the West
Indies. It was in this ship he was serving when the
thrilling news of Trafalgar and the glorious death of
Nelson reached the Cambrian’s crew. From this time
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onward, until 1812, we have not much more than a
summary of his professional life ; and after making
a record of some of its salient points, I propose
devoting a few pages to a description of that cradle
of renowned men, Nova Scotia, and that most dan-
gerous station for susceptible young military and naval
officers, Halifax—but this can wait.

My readers will be pleased to understand that this
memoir is more of an autobiography than perhaps the
generality of lives of eminent men—I mean, that it
will, as far as possible, be framed on the venerable
admiral’s own letters, such notes and comments being
added as that text and the lapse of time seem to
require.

The captured frigate Ville de Milan having been
added to the British navy and re-named the Milan,
the command was given to Sir Robert Laurie, and
Wallis continued to serve with him in that vessel
on the coast of North America until his nomination
as acting-lieutenant of the Triumph, 74, which took
place on November 6th, 1806. The commander of
this ship was Sir Thomas Masterman Hardy, that
much-loved friend of Nelson, who was with him in
" his dying hours, and who has been more familiarly
 called “Nelson’s Hardy.” In February 1808 Wallis
was placed as master’s mate on board the Bellona, T4,
Captain John Erskine Douglas, and on November 30th

= following was made a lieutenant and appointed to the

16-gun brig, Curieux. This vessel was commanded
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first by Car’.in Andrew Hodge, and subsequently by
the Hc ~. George Moysey. Under the command of
the latter the Curieux was engaged in the blockade of
Guadaloupe, and succeeded in cutting out a privateer
from St. Anne’s Bay, but was soon afterwards wrecked
upon the island of Petit Tene. Wallis, however,
escaped from this peril, as all hands were fortunately
saved. The vessel, he says, was afterwards burnt.

On November 29th, 1809, a few weeks after the
wreck of the Curieux, Wallis was appointed lieu-
tenant of the Gloire, a 38-gun frigate, which, like
the Curieux, had been taken from the French. She
was commanded by Captain James Carthew, and
while in her Wallis assisted in the destruction, on
December 18th, 1809, of two French 44-gun frigates,
the Loire and the Seine, and also in the capture of
the French batteries at Anse-la-Barque, which pro-
tected them, previously to the surrender of the island
of Guadaloupe. For his services in these actions, and
in respect of the capture of the island, at which Wallis
was also present, he received a medal, which was not,
however, granted until many years later.

In 1810 Wallis was transferred to the Observateur,
Captain Frederick Augustus Wetherall; thence to
the Driver, first serving in this ship under Cantain
John Lawrence, and later under Captain Thoraas
Swinnerton Dyer; and, on the Drirer being paid
off, was appointed to the Emulous, Captain Wuliam
Howe Mulcaster. :
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CHAPTER II

THE “SHANNON ”"—SOME OF HER EXPLOITS.

ALLIS’S next ship was one which was destined

to soon become famous. The Skannon, a

fine 38-gun frigate, had been cruising under the

command of Captain Philip Bowes Vere Broke

for several years, without seeing much of the

enemy, when Wallis was appointed one of her

lieutenants. He joined this ship in January 1812,

at Bermuda, respecting the state of which at

that time it may not be out of place to say a few
words.

The Bermudese islands are not often visited now ;
their palmy days of the war time, when the fast-
sailing schooners, built of native cedar and pine,
mocked an enemy’s pursuit, are for ever gone. In
1812 they were of greater consequence, as the follow-
ing list of government officials will show :— .
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Bermuda.

Governor, Sir James Cockburn, Bart.
President of Council, Hon. S. Trotter.
Secretary and Provincial Master General, Hon. R. Kennedy.
Treasurer, W. Smith, Esq.

Judge Admiralty Court, W. Territ, Esq.
Chief Justice, J. C. Esten, Esq.

King's Advocate, J. Christie, Esq.
Attorney-General, F. Forbes, Esq.
Registrar, T. Moore, Esq.

Collector, J. Stewart, Esq.

Surveyor, J. Tucker, Esq.

These islands were discovered by John Bermudas,
a Spaniard, in 1527. They were nearly four hundred
in number, but very few of them habitable. The
principal was St. George’s, sixteen miles long and three
in breadth. There were but two places on this island
where a ship could safely come near the shore, and
these were covered with such high rocks that they
required a pilot. St. George’s Town was the principal
haven, and was defended by nine forts and seventy
cannon. Here it was that Wallis was introduced to
his gallant shipmates of the Skannon, whom I must
now make known to the reader.

Captain Broke was then thirty-seven years of age.
Judging from his portrait by TLane (who by the
way was deaf and dumb, but a favourite pupil of
Lawrence), taken after Broke had become renowned
in history, he was a fine, manly-looking officer. His
hair was red, and undisguised by powder and the pig-
tail then going out of fashion; his features frank




From a Picture by Lane.]

CAPTAIN BROKE,

COMMANDER OF H.M.S, ‘‘ SHANNON.”
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and open, his form symmetrical, his manner most
courteous, and in command and on duty most de-
cisive. At his table and in society he was most
winning and agreeable. In his domestic relations
he could not be excelled. Little wonder is it that
his officers and crew were ready to second such a
leader to the last. He died an admiral in 1841,
aged sixty-five years.

The Shannon’s first lieutenant, Watt, was more
than six feet in height, was strongly built, and was
as brave as he was big. After fighting with the
greatest courage in the famous action we shall shortly
describe, he was numbered among the slain, through
a grape-shot inadvertently fired by his own friends
on to the decks of the enemy’s ship, which he had
boarded.

The third lieutenant, Charles Leslie Falkiner, was
also (as one of his brother-officers described him)
“as finc a fellow as ever lived, and a capital mess-
mate.” At the time of the Shannon’s action with the
Chesapeake he was only twenty-four years of age.
After his ship was paid off he went afloat no more,
but, succeeding to the family baronetcy, died Sir
Charles Falkiner, 1858, aged sixty-nine years.

Wallis was second lieutenant, and, as his portrait
at the age of twenty-two indicates, was a strikingly
handsome young man. He was also tall and well-
proportioned, brave, amiable, and good-tempered.
Little, no doubt, did he anticipate the lofty rank and

2

V4
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great age Providence had in store for him in years
to come.

The other officers of the Shannon were these :—

Master, I. Burns; surgeon, A. Jack; purser, G.
Aldham ; gunner, R. Meehan; boatswain, Stevens;
midshipmen, Smith, Etough, King, Clavering, Leake,
Samwell, Fenn (captain’s aide-de-camp), and Stevenson
(absent as prize master). Marine officers: first,
Lieutenant Johns; second, Lieutenant Law. The
crew numbered 306.

The Skannon sailed on the day following that on
which Wallis joined her, and after a cruise, during
which nothing eventful happened, anchored again at
Bermuda on March 23rd. A little later she was
joined by the 38-gun frigate Guerriere, Captain

James Richard Dacres, and, as soon as weather per-
mitted, both ships sailed in pursuit of two French
frigates, without, however, coming up with them. On
Sunday, April 26th, the ships fell in with the
American schooner Susan and Emeline, from Bor-
deaux for Philadelphia, laden with cognac. She was a
beautiful vessel, and sailed fast. The schooner was
reported from the masthead soon after 3 p.m. Her
captain looked upon the two ships as homeward-
bound West Indiamen. It so happened that the
courses of the schooner and the Skannon were such
as would bring them exactly to a meeting, and
neither vessel altered her course. It was dark ere
the vessels neared each other, but when the schooner
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ascertained the mistake she had made in the char-
acter of the ships she made away under all sail.
The Shannon’s sailing powers were, however, too
good for her, and coming up with the schooner about
midnight, she fired two or three point-blank shots,
which made the schooner shorten sail and heave to.

Such instances of the Shannon's exploits in
capturing smaller vessels might be many times
multiplied, but this will serve as an illustration
for a good many of her experiences in this direction.

On May 10th the Shannon spoke an American
vessel, and heard of the taking of Badajos by the
British forces and of the raising of the siege of
(Cadiz, and on June 16th returned to Bermuda.
Here rumours were abroad that the United States had
declared war against Great Britain, and an account
was received of the chase of the Belvidera by the
U.S. ships President and Congress, under Commodore
Rogers. The Shannon thereupon sailed for Halifax,
where Captain Broke received an official intimation
of the declaration of war.

All the effective ships which were then in harbour
were placed under his command by Rear-Admiral
Sawyer, and at once proceeded to sea, to cruise along
the American coast. The squadron then consisted
of the Africa, 64 (flag), Rear-Admiral Sir Herbert
Sawyer ; the Belvidera, 36, Captain Richard Byron;
the Aolus, 32, Captain Lord James Townshend
(Wallis’s brother-in-law) ; and the Shannon. A few
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days later the squadron was joined by the Guerriere,
then on her way to Halifax to refit.

Caprure oF U.S. Bric “NAUTILUS ” BY THE
¢ SHANNON.”

The squadron had not been out many days when
the U.S. brig-of-war Nautilus was sighted, and was
run down by the Shannon after a chase of some
hours, the Shannon outsailing the rest of the
squadron, as she frequently did when in chase.

I am content to adopt the contemporary American
account of this event:—

The U.S. brig Nautilus, 12 guns, Captain Crane,
sixteen hours from New York,on a cruise, was captured
the 16tk of July by the British frigate Shannon,
after a chase of six hours, during which the Nautilus
was obliged to start her water, and throw over all
her lee guns. She was ordered to Halifax with
Licutenant Crane on board; the remainder of the
officers and crew (106 in number) were sent on
board the Africa.

Letter from a warrant officer of the Nautilus to
his father :—

¢ ON BOARD HIS BRITANNIC MAJESTY'S SHIP
¢ AFRICA, AT SEA,
«Lar. 37° Lone. 69°. July 23rd, 1812.
“ HONOURED SIR,—
«“] have to inform you that we sailed the
15 July on a cruise. On the 16th, at sunrise, dis-
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covered five sail to windward, which proved to be
British ships—Africa, Shannon, Guerriere, Belvi-
dera, and Aolus, and which gave us chase, we then
standing E. We immediately wore ship to the W.,
and made all sail, it then blowing fresh, and used
every exertion to get clear by throwing overboard
our anchors, part of our guns, and starting water
in the hold—all of which proved fruitless. At
half-past 12, after a chase of six hours, the Shannon
came within half-gunshot ; when we had no alter-
native but to strike our colours to a force so
superior to ours. The officers and crew behaved
like men, and would not have submitted but to a
greatly superior force.

“Great praise is due to Capt. Crane for his officer
and seamanlike conduct; and the lieutenants and other
officers merit the attention of a grateful country.

« Since we have been prisoners we have been
treated with the utmost politeness and humanity
by the officers of this ship. We have every in-
dulgence we can expect, and can hardly realize we
are prisoners. We expect in a few days to be
sent to Halifax to remain until we are exchanged,
which I hope will be soon, and in the meantime
our country will not forget us.”

RePORT OF AMERICAN COURT-MARTIAL.
The Secretary of the Navy to Lieutenant Crane,
late of the Nautilus :—
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« Navy DEPARTMENT, 7 Oct., 1812.

¢ SIR,—

“The following is the opinion of the court of
inquiry, convened agreeably to your request, for
the loss of the U.S. brig Nautilus :

“The court were unanimously and decidedly in
the opinion that in the capture of the late U.S. brig
Nautilus, Lieut. Crane, her late commander, and
his officers are entirely free from blame or censure ;
and do consider Lieut. Crane did everything to
prevent the said capture that a skilful and ex-
perienced officer could possibly do.

““This opinion of the court, Sir, only confirms the
impression confidently entertained with respect to your
conduct on the occasion to which it refers.

T have the honour to be respectfully, Sir,

“Your obedient Servant,
“ Paur HamirToN.

¢“WirLiam M. CraNg, Esq.,
“Of the Navy, Boston.”

The Nautilus, after being sent to Halifax, was
bought by the British Government, and fitted as an
English sloop-of-war under the name of Emulous, our
own Emulous, in which it will be remembered Wallis
had served, having just then been wrecked.

It would occupy too much space, and would
probably not be found very interesting, were I to
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describe here the numerous captures of small vessels
made by the squadron, and in which Wallis took his
part. It will be sufficient to state that during the first
fortnight of the war the squadron burnt about forty
American vessels of one sort or another, a great
number being merchantmen with valuable cargoes.
While the exigencies of the situation rendered it
necessary that such destruction should take place,
quite apart from any feeling of retaliation for similar
acts on the part of the Americans, the incidents attend-
ing the burning of a ship were sometimes distressing,
as the following instance will show:—An American
captain had taken a fine ship to Lisbon, where she had
sold her cargo for the use of the British army under
Wellington, and received several thousands of dollars

in return, which were on board. On her return voyage
she fell a captive to the squadron, and one of the
principal objects of the latter being to obtain informa-
tion, the American captain was sent on board the
Shannon, but kept in ignorance of the war, and of the
fact that he was a prisoner, until the desired infor-
mation had been obtained from him. He answered

unreservedly the questions put to him, and Captain
Broke, who greatly disliked the deception he had
been obliged to practise, now felt it difficult to make
the prisoner acquainted with the next step which
must be taken. At length he forced himself to say:
“Captain, I must burn your ship.” The American,
overcome by surprise, faltered : “ Burn her!” ¢ Indeed
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I must.” “Burn her for what? Will not money
save her? She is all my own—my favourite ship,
and all the property I have in the world. Is it war,
then?” “Yes,” replied Broke. Both parties were
painfully moved, and the scene did not end without a
tear from each ; but the sad duty was inevitable, and
the prize was destroyed.

CHASE oF THE U.S. FriGATE ¢ CONSTITUTION.”

This event has become historical in the American
navy, for its length, closenecss, and activity.

On July 12th, 1812, the 44-gun frigate Constitu-
tion, Captain Isaac Hull, completely equipped and
well manned, left Chesapeake Bay bound for New
York. In the afternoon of the 16th she was dis-
covered by the British squadron, which at once gave
chase. The chase continued throughout the afternoon
and evening. At about 10 p.m. the Guerriere, which
had lost sight of her companions, found the Constitu-
tion standing towards her making signals, and early
in the morning the vessels were only half a mile
apart. The other vessels of the squadron now hove
in sight, but as they did not appear to understand the
signals Captain Dacres made to them, he concluded
they were American ships, and accordingly tacked,
with the result that at daylight the distance between
the Guerriere and the Constitution had so much
increased, that the Captain had hopelessly lost the
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chance which had presented itself of closing with the
American ship at a time when he would have been
supported by other vessels of the squadron.

At daylight there was a calm, and this continued
throughout the day. The Constitution’s boats were
sent out to tow her head to the southward, and some
of her guns got into position. The British ships then
followed suit, and the Constitution having got her
head round and set sails, hoisted her colours and fired
at the Belvidera, which was drawing near. Some
hours later a breeze sprang up, and the Belvidera,
having gained on her opponent, was able to exchange
shots with her, but they were not productive of any
effect on either side. During the afternoon and night
the chase continued, the American frigate gradually
improving her position.

Throughout the following day the Belvidera and
Shannon, iu close company, continued the chase ;
but the Constitution increased her lead, and on the
morning of the 19th the chase was abandoned, the
Constitution having, by outsailing the enemy, escaped
a conflict which she could not have maintained with
any hope of success against a force so greatly superior.
During this chase, which lasted sizty hours, the
whole crew remained at their stations.

A gentleman belonging to an American captured
vessel, who was on board the Shannon during the
above period, has informed me that all the officers of
the British squadron applauded the conduct of Captain
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Hull; and though mortified at losing so fine a ship,
gave him much credit for his skill and prudence in
managing the frigate. She was certainly at times in
imminent danger of capture, and Captain Broke himself
has recorded that the chase was a most fatiguing and
anxious one, and that the Constitution was sailed well.

Admiral Wallis says :—‘ America did not declare
war against us until June, when we happened to be at
Halifax, also the Africa, 64, flagship of Sir Herbert
Sawyer ; Guerriere, 38, Captain Dacres; Belvidera,
36, Captain Byron; and Zolus, 32, Captain Lord J.
Townshend. The Admiral placed the squadron under
the command of Broke, and we proceeded to cruise
along the coast of the United States. There we fell
in with the Constitution. On that day several sail
were in sight, and we in the Shannon hauled up in
chase of one we made out to be a man-of-war, order-
ing the other ships to look to the rest. We caught
our bird, which turned out to be the Nautilus, 14
guns, Commander Crane. The wind having, on the
afternoon of this day, fallen to nearly a calm, we did
not rejoin our comrades until the following morning,
when we found that one other of the strangers was an
American frigate (to wit, Constitution). The memor-
able chase then began which lasted three days, with
all hands at quarters, ending in her escape ; but the
sad part of the tale was, the Guerriere, having parted
company from us in foggy weather, fell in with her
singly, and you know the sequel.”
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CAPTURE OF THE ‘‘ GUERRIERE” BY THE ‘‘ CONSTITU-
TION.”

After the renowned chase just recorded the Con-
stitution proceeded to Boston, but on August 2nd
Captain Hull again set sail, and on the 18th received
intelligence from an American privateer that she had
seen a British ship to the southward, in which direc-
tion Captain Hull at once started. In the meantime
Commodore Broke had fallen in with the homeward
bound Jamaica fleet of sixty sail, and having escorted
it over the banks of Newfoundland, stood back towards
the American coast. On August 6th, or the day
following, the Guerriere, having lost sight of Com-
modore Broke and his squadron in a dense fog, made
for Halifax to obtain a refit—not, it would appear,
before it was absolutely necessary. She had originally
belonged to the French, and some time before the
action which will now be recorded had been made to
look smart with paint and putty; but with all her
fine exterior she had scarcely a sound spar, ‘plank, or
cord about her. The mainmast had been struck by
lightning, the bowsprit sprung, breechings were rotten,
and timbers decayed. Notwithstanding all this, Cap-
tain Dacres seems to have had some confidence in his
ship, for he had called Captain Broke’s attention to
her with the remark that she would take an antagonist
in half the time of the Shanmon ; to which, however,
Broke had replied, with a melancholy smile, “I am
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truly happy to hear His Majesty has so effective a
ship in his service.” On August 19th the Guerriere
fell in singly with the Constitution, and after a severe
action was captured.

The American account by Fenimore Cooperseems fair
and reliable, and agrees in the main with the British :—

“The Constitution next stood to the southward,
and on August 19th, at 2 p.m., a sail was made from
the masthead. The Constitution immediately made
sail in chase, and at three the stranger was ascer-
tained to be a ship on the starboard tack, under easy
canvas and close hauled. Half an hour later she was
distinctly made out to be a frigate, and no doubt was
entertained of her being an enemy. The American
ship kept running free till she was within a league of
the frigate and to leeward, when she began to shorten
sail. By this time the enemy had laid his main-top-
sail aback in waiting for the Constitution to come
down, with everything ready to engage. Perceiving
that the Englishman sought a combat, Captain Hull
made his own preparations with the greater delibera-
tion. The Constitution consequently furled her top-
gallant-sails, and stowed all her light stay-sails and
flying jib. Soon after she took a second reef in the
topsails, hauled up the courses, sent down royal yards,
cleared for action, and beat to quarters. At five the
chase hoisted three English ensigns, and immediately
after she opened her fire at long gunshot, wearing
several times, to rake and prevent being raked. The
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Constitution occasionally yawed as she approached, to
avoid being raked, and she fired a few guns as they
bore, but her aim was not to commence the action
seriously until quite close.

« At six oclock the enemy bore up and ran off,
under his three topsails and jib, with the wind on his
quarter. As this was an indication of a readiness to
receive his antagonist in a fair yard-arm-and-yard-arm
figi.t, the Constitution immediately set her main-top-
gallant sail and fore-sail to get alongside. At a little
after six, the bows of the American frigate began to
double on the quarter of the English ship, when she
opened with her forward guns, drawing slowly ahead
with her greater way, both vessels keeping up a close
and heavy fire as their guns bore. In about ten
minutes, or just as the ships were fairly side by side, the
mizen-mast of the Englishman was shot away, when the
American passed slowly ahead, keeping up a tremen-
dous fire, and luffed short round his bows, to prevent
being raked. In executing this manceuvre, the ship
shot into the wind, got sternway, and fell foul of her
antagonist. While in this situation, the cabin of the

Constitution took fire, from the close explosion of
the forward guns of the enemy, who obtained a small
but momentary advantage from his position. The
good conduct of Mr. Hoffman,* who commanded in

* Beekman Verplanck Hoffman, the fourth lieutenant of the Con-
stitution, a gentleman of New York, who died in 1834, a captain.
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the cabin, soon repaired this accident, and a gun of
the enemy’s, that threatened further injury, was
disabled.

“As the vessels touched, both parties prepared to
board. The English turned all hands up from below,
and mustered forward with that object, while Mr.
Morris, the first lieutenant, Mr. Alwyn, the master,
and Mr. Bush, the lieutenant of marines, sprang upon
the taffrail of the Constitution with a similar inten-
tion. Both sides now suffered by the closeness of
the musketry; the English much the most, however.
Mr. Morris was shot through the body, but maintained
his post, the bullet fortunately missing the vitals.
Mr. Alwyn was wounded in the shoulder, and Mr.
Bush fell dead, by a bullet through the head. It
being found impossible for either party to board in
the face of such a fire, end with the heavy sea that
was on, the sails were filled, and just as the Constitu-
tion shot ahead, the fore-mast of the enemy fell,
carrying down with it his main-mast, and leaving him
wallowing in the trough of the sea, a helpless wreck.

“The Constitution now hauled aboard her tacks,
ran off a short distance, secured her masts, and rove
new rigging. At seven, she wore round, and taking
a favourable position for raking, a jack that had been
kept flying on the stump of the mizen-mast of the
enemy was lowered. Mr. George Campbell Read,
the third lieutenant, was sent on board the prize, and
the boat soon returned with the report that the
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captured vessel was the Guerriere, 38, Captain Dacres,
one of the ships that had so lately chased the Con-
stitution, off New York.

«The Constitution kept wearing, to remain near
her prize, and at 2 am. a strange sail was seen
closing, when she cleared for action; but at three the
stranger stood off. At daylight the officer in charge
hailed to say that the Guerriere had four feet of water
in her hold, and that there was danger of her sinking.
On receiving this information, Captain Hull sent all
his boats to remove the prisoners. Fortunately, the
weather was moderate, and by noon this duty was
nearly ended. At 3 p.m. the prize crew was recalled,
having set the wreck on fire, and in a quarter of an
hour she blew up. Finding himself filled with
wounded prisoners, Captain Hull now returned to
Boston, where he arrived on the 30th of the same
month.”

Poor Dacres! one of the most genial and jocose
officers on the station—he was badly wounded in
the action, paroled as a prisoner of war, and most
honourably acquitted by court-martial of all blame in
the loss of his ship.

But I must now return to the Shannon, which,
with her young second lieutenant, Wallis, is for a
short time lying in Halifax harbour, Nova Scotia,
respecting which valuable British Colony I will now
say a few words.
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CHAPTER III.

NOVA SCOTIA—FURTHER EXPLOITS OF THE
“SHANNON.”

N the great tide of emigration which so mar-
vellously set in across the North Atlantic from
Europe, during the first half of the present century,
Upper and Lower Canada appear to have been most
in favour.

Nova Scotia, Newfoundland, New Brunswick, Prince
Edward’s Island, and Cape Breton, all had separate
governments in the year of which I am about to
write ; but they were far less known, less sought
than the Canadas—and yet Nova Scotia has produced
men whose names have become renowned in British
history.

In 1813 this fine British colony was thus de-
scribed :—

“Nova Scotia, the most easterly province, is a
peninsula connected with New Brunswick by a low
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fertile isthmus. It comprises an area (with Cape
Breton Island) of 21,731 square miles, one-fifth part
of which consists of lakes, rivers, and inlets of the
sea; of the whole extent, about 5,000,000 acres are
fit for tillage. ‘Population of the whole province
100,000. Nova Scotia was discovered by John Cabot
in 1497 ; it was colonised by the French in 1598, and
taken by the English in 1622, and a grant made of it
by James L. to Sir William Alexander, who intended
to colonise the whole country. James I. instituted
the title of baronet there, with the professed object of
encouraging the settlement therein ; hence the title of
< Nova Scotia’ baronets. In 1632 it was restored to
France, but again ceded to England in 1714 at the
Peace of Utrecht ; after the Peace of Aix-la-Chapelle,
in 1748, a settlement of disbanded troops was formed
there by Lord Halifax, whose name the capital of the
province now bears. The harbour of Halifax is not
surpassed by any in the world. Tt is the principal
naval station of North America, and the British
Government have an extensive dockyard there. One-
fourth of the population are employed in agriculture.
The capabilities of the soil and climate for agricultural
operations have been much underrated. The climate
is healthy and bracing, but not so cold as the other
provinces of the dominion. The forests are composed
of similar trees to those of Canada and New Brunswick,
the ash, beech, birch, maple, oak, pine, and spruce
abounding. Coal and iror-ore are plentiful in Nova
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Scotia; gold also has beer discovered. The principal
fisheries are upon the eastern coast. Here cod is
obtained all the year round. Halibut of large size is
plentiful ; and salmon are caught abundantly in the
rivers and shores adjacent thereto. Game of all kinds
is abundant.”

CoLoNIAL GOVERNMENT, 1813.
Nova Scotia.

Lieutenant-Governor and Vice-Admiral, Lieutenant-General Sir J. C.
Sherbroke, Commander of the Forces.

Bishop, Right Rev. Chas. Inglis, D.D.

Chief-Justice, S. Salter Blowers, Esq.

Second Judge, J. H. Monk, Esq.

Third Judge, Brenton Haliburton, Esq.

Attorney-General, R. J. Uniacke, Esq.

Solicitor-General, J. Stewart, Esq.

Prothonotary and Clerk of the Crown, W. Thomson, Esq.

Secretary of the Provincial Records and Clerk of the Council, 8. H. George.

Treasurer, M. Wallace.

Surveyor of Lands, C. Morris.

Naval Ofiicer, J. Beckwith.

Collector of Customs at Halifax, T. Jeffery.

Comptroller, J. Slayter.

Departmental Paymaster, G. J. Williams.
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Names all more or less intimately connected with
the events of the war between Great Britain and the
United States. All thoroughly loyal to the British
Government. Many, no doubt, of their descendants,
scanning that list, will pause at some one name and
think, with proper pride—1I bear it still. His
sentiments are mine!”

Nova Scotia has given birth to Beckwith, of

Waterloo; Williams, of Kars; Inglis, of Lucknow;
Watts and Belcher, of Arctic fame, and other emi-
nent men; but to none more so than the illustrious
subject of this memoir, and the witty ‘“Sam Slick,”
properly Thomas C. Haliburton, afterwards Chief-
Justice of that colony, who in age was five years
younger than Wallis, and of whom I shall have to
speak at greater length hereafter. He was a son
of Judge Brenton Haliburton, and at this time a
youthful subaltern in the British army, a profession
he afterwards relinquished for the law.

CHASE OF THE ‘‘ Essex.”

The Shannon continued on her cruising ground,
and after having made several unimportant captures,
fell in, on September 4th, with the American frigate
Esser, Captain Porter, and the merchant ship
Minerva, which was under her convoy. The
Shannon at once gave chase under all sail, but the
wind making a sudden and unfavourable change
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headed her back. The Essexr, however, seemed in-
clined to bring the Shannon to action, and got nearer
to her, with the Minerva in close company; then
suddenly changed her course, and crowding on all
sail, made off, leaving the Minerva to take care
of herself. The Shannon kept up the chase until
dark, when, losing sight of the Essex, she tacked and
captured the Minerva, which vessel Captain Broke
would have at once burnt, in the hope that the
Essex might see the flames and return to have
revenge, had not the night been so squally, that the
Shannon’s boats would have been risked in removing
the Minerva’s crew. It was not until morning,
therefore, that the Minerva was burnt, and by this
time the Essex had been able to get out of reach.
About a fortnight after, the Shannon returned to
Halifax with some prizes, and there heard the
melancholy news of the loss of the Guerriere.

Having on October 3rd learnt that the Barbadoes
had been wrecked on Sable Island, the Shannon on
that day sailed to her relief, and after considerable
difficulty succeeded in saving the crew of 180 and a
good deal of specie. A few days later an American
schooner was captured, and manned with a part of the

crew taken from the wrecked vessel, and Halifax -

again reached. Then, in company with the Tenedos,
38, Captain Hyde Parker, Nymph, and Curlew, the
Shannon once more set sail, and captured, among
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numerous other vessels, the American privateer
Thorn, 18 guns and 140 men, ultimately beating into
Halifax again on February 23rd, 1813. Not for long,
however, could the Shannon afford to lay in harbour,
and in company with the Tenedos she was soon
reconnoitring Boston Harbour. At about this period,
viz., on April 5th, the Shannon had a narrow escape,
which Captain Broke thus records :—

“On the evening of the 5th, at half-past eight,
we were struck with lightning when laying to,
boarding a small schooner we had taken; the main-
top-mast and top-gallant-mast shivered to pieces, and
fifteen feet out of the middle of the former blown to
atoms ; the topsail yard broke in the slings, a cheek
and hasp forced off the head of the mainmast, and the
mast much shook to the quarterdeck, where the
partners were broke. The mainyard sprung in two
places ; the brass skewers in the truck melted as if
they had been in a furnace, also some of the links
of the maintop chain. Fire was in the top for some
seconds after the crash, and nothing but the heavy
rain and the goodness of Providence saved us from
destruction ; and, thanks be to God, not a man was
hurt. I was in the cabin at the moment, when [
thought several of the guns had been fired. When
I ran on deck I still saw fire in the top. Those on
board the schooner close astern of us thought we
were in a blaze.”

T




P e e -

|
E

FURTHER EXPLOITS OF THE “SHANNON. 43

About a month later the Shannon aund Tenedos
espied an armed ship under American colours, and
chased her on shore near Cape Anne. Then having
dispersed the militia, which was assembling to protect
her, the boats of the two British ships were sent in
under the command of Wallis, who brought the vessel
off. She proved to be L' Invincible, a French privateer
of 16 guns, then lately captured by H.M. sloop Mutine
and retaken by an American privateer.

I have followed the doings of the Shannon some-
what minutely, as from them will be gathered the
experiences which fell to the lot of Wallis during these
early days of his career. It will be seen that up to
this time he had been almost continually in the midst
of the many dangers attending naval warfare, as well
as braving the elements, which, I think I am right in
saying, were far more destructive to the old sailing
ships than to our modern steamers. I would add
that the station on which Wallis was engaged was a
most trying one. It was no uncommon thing for the
Shannon to be a mass of ice from stem to stern;
the spray froze on her guns and deck as it fell ; saiis
became as hrittle as glass; ropes cracked when
moved, and fingers became frost-bitten in handling
them ; the weather was indeed so inclement that the
Shannon's crew were at times obliged to wear thick
worsted underdresses, mittens, and Welsh wigs.

Wallis was now to take his part in one of the most

-
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sanguinary conflicts that are recorded in our naval
history ; but before giving an account of this, it will
be well to a little more fully describe the character
of the gallant commander of the Shannon, and also
some of the measures he took to be in readiness to
carry his ship successfully into action with a foe
of at least equal strength, should good fortune give
him the opportunity.

He was an unusually able disciplinarian and
skilful sailor, and, by his excellent regulations and
mode of treatment, the somewhat motley ship’s com-
pany which he had taken on board some years
previously had been trained so thoroughly, and had
become so well acquainted with him, that they had
now reached a high degree of efficiency. Broke was
himself a most proficient gunner, and discovered
and made use of an ingenious mode of laying ships’
ordnance, which afterwards received the highest
commendation. He also established a system of
exercises with the great guns and small arms, which
were carried out assiduously and with great regularity
whenever the state of the weather permitted and the
crew were not engaged in active duties, such as those
necessitated by a chase. It may be remarked that
one feature of these exercises was that those men who
would have to fight together in the time of action
were exercised together. Some small reward was
frequently given to a successful competitor, and the
men were made to enjoy these practices, and to take

pr
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pride in their own proficiency. Add to this that
Broke watched over his crew and young officers,
whom he called his sea-children, with a parental
care, and, as he himself says, regarded the bringing
up of such a family as an essential part of his service,
it is not to be wondered at that he was beloved by
his men, and that perfect unanimity prevailed on
board. He was proud, too, of his wooden wife, as
he sometimes called his ship, and, with his crew,
ardently longed to try her with one of the American
frigates, and to redeem his country’s reputation,
which it was now the boast of the Americans had
been lost with the Guerriere and other vessels which
had fallen captive to their ships, albeit the latter
were in all these cases of superior size and power.

Such was the condition of things on board the
Shannon immediately prior to the happening of those
events which I will now record.
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CHAPTER 1IV.

THE BLOCKADE OF BOSTON, AND CAPTURE OF THE
“CHESAPEAKE.”

AVAL matters were now hastening to a crisis. All

the eastern American ports were strictly watched,

that of Boston by the Shannon and Tenedos ; and an
arduous time indeed they had of it, throughout the
months of April and May 1813. Foggy, very foggy
weather, even for these latitudes, prevailed; and
under veil of one of those friendly allies, the Presi-
dent and Congress stole past their guard, out to

sea, and so escaped, much to the annoyance of

Captain Broke, who during his long and diligent
watch had been hourly hoping that these formidable
American frigates would turn out to fight. The
Chesapeake alone, fit for action, remained in har-
bour ; and Broke, who only desired to meet the enemy
singly, fairly, and with a decisive result, at once
challenged her commander, the brave Lawrence, in
the following courteous letter :—

|
|
|
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“H.B.M. ‘SHANNON,’ OFF BosTON,
“ June, 1813.
“ SIR,—

““ As the Chesapeake appears now ready for sea, I
request that you will do me the favour to meet the
Shannon with her, ship to ship, to try the fortune of
our respective flags. To an officer of your character,
it requires some apology for proceeding to further
particulars. Be assured, sir, that it is not from any
doubt I can entertain of your wishing to close with
my proposal, but merely to provide an answer to any
objection which might be made, and very reasonably,
upon the chance of our receiving unfair support.
After the diligent attention which we had paid to
Commodore Rogers, the pains I took to detach all
farce but the Shannon and Tenedos to such a distance
that they could not possibly join in any action fought
in sight of the Capes, and the various verbal messages
which had been sent into Boston to that effect, we
were much disappointed to find the Commodore had
eluded us by sailing on the first change, after the pre-
vailing easterly winds had obliged us to keep an offing
from the coast. He, perhaps, wished for some stronger
assurance of a fair meeting. I am, therefore, induced
to address you more particularly, and to assure you
that what I write I pledge my honour to perform to
the utmost of my power. The Sharnorn mounts 24
guns upon her broadside, and 1 light boat gun; 18-
pounders upon her maindeck, and 32-pound carronades
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on her quarterdeck and forecastle; and is manned with
a complement of 300 men and boys (a large proportion
of the latter), besides 30 seameu, boys, and passengers,
who were taken out of recaptured vessels lately. I
am thus minute, because a report has prevailed in
some of the Boston papers that we had 150 men addi-
tional, lent us from La Hogue, which really never was
the case. La Hogue is now gone to Halifax for pro-
visions, and I will send all other ships beyond the
power of interfering with us, and meet you wherever
it is most agreeable to you, within the limits of the
undermentioned rendezvous, viz., from six to ten
leagues east of Cape Cod lighthouse ; from eight to
ten leagues east of Cape Ann’s light ; on Cashe’s Ledge,
in latitude 43° north ; at any bearing and distance you
please to fix, off the south breakers of Nantucket, or
the shoal of St. George’s Bank. If you will favour me
with any plan of signals or telegraph, I will warn you
(if sailing under this promise) should any of my
friends be too nigh, or anywhere in sight, until I can
detach them out of my way ; or I would sail with you,
under a flag of truce, to any place you think safest

from our cruisers, hauling it down when fair to begin
hostilities.

“You must, sir, be aware that my proposals are
highly advantageous to you, as you cannot proceed to
sea singly in the Chesapeake without imminent risk of
being crushed by the superior force of the numerous
British squadrons which are now abroad, where all
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your efforts, in case of a rencontre, would, however

gallant, be perfectly hopeless. I entreat you, sir, not

to imagine that I am urged by mere personal vanity to
the wish of meeting the Chesapeake, or that I depend
only upon your personal ambition for your acceding
to this invitation. We have both nobler motives.

“ You will feel it as a compliment if I say that the
result of our meeting may be the most grateful ser-
vice I can render to my country; and I doubt not
that you, equally confident of success, will feel con-
vinced that it is only by repeated triumphs, in even
combats, that your little navy can now hope to console
your country for the loss of that trade it can no longer
protect. Favour me with a speedy reply. We are
short of provisions and water, and cannot stay long
here.

“T have the honour to be, Sir,

“ Your obedient, humble servant,
¢« P. B. V. BRrokE,
¢ Captain of H.B.M. Shannon.

“N.B.—For the general service of watching your
coast, it is requisite for me to keep another ship in
company to support me with her guns and boats when
employed near the land, and particularly to aid each
other if either ship, in chase, should get on shore.
You must be aware that I cannot, consistently with
my duty, waive so great an advantage for this general
service, by detaching my consort without an assurance
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on your part of meeting me directly, and that you will
neither seek nor admit aid from any other of your
armed vessels if T despatch mine expressly for the sake
of meeting you. Should any special order restrain
you from thus answering a formal challenge, you may
yet oblige me by keeping my proposal a secret, and
appointing any place you like to meet us (within 300
miles of Boston) in a given number of days after you
sail ; as, unless you agree to an interview, I may be
busied on other service, and, perhaps, be at a distance
from Boston when you go to sea.
¢ Choose your terms, but let us meet.

“To the Commander of the
“U.S. frigate Chesapeake.”

In order that Captain Lawrence might be assured
that the Captain of the Shannon only desired a fair
contest, the latter had detached his consort, the
Tenedos, with orders not to rejoin him until the end

of June, and remained cruising singly off the Capes.

Anxious to secure a competent judgment on my
own account of the action which speedily followed the
above challenge, I submitted it to the opinion of the
late Admiral Lord Dunsany, who replied thus :—

“All that I read of Sir P. Broke pleased me much,
and the battle, read aloud one evening, stirred us all
up to fighting pitch. It is certainly by far the fullest
and most accurate record of that interesting event [
have ever seen.”

S R
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This acceunt now follows :—

War is always to be deprecated—always, if possible,
to be avoided-—and it will be no object in the present
volume to excite a thirst for glory in the young. But,
at the same time, it will be desired to commend (by
signal examples) the honour which always follows the

discharge of duty in our appointed stations in life; of

loyalty to our country and its rulers, and of submis-
sion to that Divine Power at Whose snpreme disposal
are the issues of all earthly events.

“hilip Bowes Vere Broke was one in whom, it may
be truly said, these principles grew with his growth,
strengthened with his strength, and increased with his
advancing years—even to their close.

Though, like his contemporaries, a gallant sailor,
he was also a man of very superior intellectual attain-
ments; a classical scholar of refined perceptions, a
thorough officer, not only respected but sincerely be-
loved by those he commanded ; whilst in private life,
as husband, father, and friend, he was long mourned
by those who in these respects were privileged to know
him.

Such was the captain whe trained our hero; nor
was his scholar unworthy of him, as we shall see.

The morning of that most eventful day, Tuesday,

June Ist, 1813, broke over the shores and islands of

the Bay of Boston in unclouded summer loveliness.
A faint breeze rippled the waters, and the rising sun
cast long rays of light and broken brilliancy over the
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wide and gently heaving bosom of the Bay. The
Shannon, under easy sail, slowly floated down the
eastern coast, in order to take an early look into the
harbour and upon the vessels of the enemy. Viewed
from seaward, a more peaceful scene could scarcely be
conceived. The lighthouse, friendly alike to friend
and foe, the distant shore, the light hazy clouds over
the port and town of Boston, and the lofty masts and
widespread spars of the man-of-war lying ready for
sea—these, as usual, were the prominent objects on
which the eager and anxicus gaze of Broke had often
before rested. But to-day, or at furthest to-morrow,
he had strong hopes the issue would be decided. His
challenge, that model of the utterance of a bravery
which had well calculated and was now resolute to
stand the hazard of the die, had gone forth.
Meanwhile all went on as usual on board the well-
ordered, well-trained, unassuming, and well-disciplined
Shannon. At eight bells a.m. the gallant young
Wallis took the watch; and from that hour onward
to the close, the events of this momentous day are
all within the accurate reach and record of the
historian’s pen, employed only on facts furnished

by eye-witnesses of the engagement. The previous
day had been rainy, and there were consequently
many small matters of watchful routine and ever-
ready preparedness requiring attention. At 10 a.m.,
these duties being discharged, the beat to quarters
rattled along the decks, and sent its short, sharp,
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and alert summons down the hatchways of the
Shannon. Quickly, silently, and resolutely the men
repaired to their appointed stations, and the great
gun exercise, without firing, was assiduously practised
as the British frigate, with light airs of wind, made
quiet reaches to and fro across the bay, full in the
enemy’s sight.

It was at this time that the vigilant captain, in the
prime of his manhood and the calm of his settled
purpose to conquer or die for his country’s honour,
ascended to the Shannon’s maintop. Until half-past
eleven he remained there, watching eagerly the taper-
ing masts and widespread yards of the beleagured
ship, which, beyond a loose foretopsail, gave no sign
of her departure. Slowly, and deeply disappointed,
Broke descended to the deck and ordered the retreat
from quarters, observing to his young officer: “Wallis,
I don’t mean this for general quarters, but because
she (with a gesture towards the harbour) will surely
be out to-day or to-morrow.” The watch was relieved,
and the young lieutenant said cheerily to his succes-
sor, as he went below, ¢ Be sure you call me if she
stir.” The men went to dinner. Broke lingered still
on deck, for the tide was flowing and the day already
beginning to wane.

It was the gallant Falkiner’s watch, and he is now
not here to give us the precise details; but in that
quiet hour of rest, from the meridian eight bells, the
wora passed on lightning wings along the decks—
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«“She is coming out,” and soon every Shannon’s eye
was on her movements. At length the watch and
ward of weary, toilsome weeks was ended. Sail after
sail spread forth, flag after flag unfurled, and with
all the speed the light air and an ebbing tide
could yield her, and attended by a large number of
lesser craft to witness and applaud her expected
triumph, the haughty Chesapeake bore down upon
her waiting adversary. Her commander, Lawrence,
glowing with recent triumph, anticipated an easy
victory. Colossal in figure, and with muscular power
superior to most men, he was on this day fatally con-
spicuous by the white vest and other habiliments he
had assumed. Having stimulated his men to the
utmost by prize cheques and an exciting harangue,
closing with the sanguinary and remorseless words—
“ Peacock her, my lads! Peacock her!”* he then
ascended to his quarterdeck, with the full determina-
tion of forthwith wreaking the like speedy destruction
on the Shannon. His words, however, had fallen on

irresponsive and misgiving hearts. There was mur-
muring forward and depressing caution aft. The men
were discontented, and American officers, not of the
Chesapeake (but who accompanied Lawrence, and
his two youthful sons to the wharf, from which he
was to pull on board his ship), had whispered: “ Be

* On the previous 24th of February, Lawrence, in the Hornet, had
sunk the British brig-of-war Peacock, of eighteen guns, in iittle more
than fifteen minutes.
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cautious; take heed. We know every British ship
on the station but this Shannon.”

Far different was it on board “ this Shannon,”
rusty with long cruising, her ensign faded and worn
(she wore but one), and short of provisions and water.

The moment, the long-desired moment of reckon-
ing, was at hand; and but one feeling prevailed on
board,—to exact it to the utmost.

Broke (amid the busy hum of interest on the
quarterdeck) descended silently and thoughtfully to
his cabin, and there made his own final personal
arrangements. What passed in that solemn hour no
living creature now on earth can tell; but we know
enough of the warrior to feel assured that he then
committed himself, and the wife and children then
probably sleeping the sleep of the peaceful in distant
England, to the great God he had so long confessed
and honoured.

The battle-ground, some fifteen or twenty wmiles
from Boston, being very nearly reached, the men
were at once called aft, and their commander pro-

ceeded to address them. He stood on the break of

the quarterdeck, the men of the upper-deck quarters
standing in front of him and along the gangways ;
the men of the maindeck assembled below, and
within partial earshot. 1In substance, Broke ad-
dressed them thus:—

““Shannons! You kuow that, from various causes,

the Americans have lately triumphed, on several
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occasions, over the British flag in our frigates.
This will not daunt you since you know the truth,
that disparity of force was the chief reason. But
they have gone further: they have said, and they
have published it in their papers, that the English
have forgotten the way to fight. You will let them
know to-day there are Englishmen in the Shannon
who still know how to fight. Don’t try to dismast
her. Fire into her quarters; maindeck into main-
deck ; quarterdeck into quarterdeck. Kill the men
and the ship is yours. Don’t hit them about the
head, for they have steel caps on, but give it them
through the body. Don't cheer. Go quietly to your
quarters. I feel sure you will all do yonr duty; and
remember, you have now the blood of hundreds of
your countrymen to avenge!”

At this stirring and touching allusion to the fate of
the Guerriere, the Macedonian, and the Java,* many
of the hardy seamen wept. A dead and heavy silence
(the voiceless calm of do or die) rested over the
Shannon’s decks; but it was twice broken before a
shot was fired. Jacob West, late of the Guerriere,
said : “I hope, sir, you will give us revenge for the
Guerriere to-day.” To which Broke replied, “ You
shall have it, my man ; go to your quarters.” Another

* 1 have already recorded the loss of the Guerriere. The Mace-
donian was captured by the American frigate United States,and the
Java by the Conmstitution. It may be added that the Java, like the
Guerriere, had been taken from the French.
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seaman, eyeing the rusty blue ensign which fluttered
at the Shannon’s mizen peak, asked :  Mayn’t we have
three ensigns, sir, like she has?” “ No,” said Broke,
“we’ve always been an unassuming ship.”

All now went silently and resolutely to their stations.

At this moment, all being ready for action, Boston
light bearing west, distant about six leagues, the
Shannon finally hauled up, with her head to the
southward and eastward, and lay-to under topsails
and jib, the latter flowing and the spanker hanging
by the throatbrail only, ready for wearing or running
free, and the heln amidships.

The Chesapeake was now coming rapidly down, at
an angle of impunity, having sent her royal yards on
deck and reduced her sail to very much the same
dimensions as her adversary. The Shannon's royal
yards were kept across, as her captain considered that
those lofty sails might be serviceable in the event of
the light air dying away, or being altogether lulled by
the approaching cannonade.

When nearly within gunshot the Shanion filled
under jib, topsails, and spanker, and, having little
more than steerage way, awaited her opponent’s closer
approach. All were now at their posts. On the
quarterdeck Broke, assisted by his first lieutenant,
Watt, and attended by his aide-de-camp, Mr. Fenn
(a light-hearted midshipman and general favourite on
board, more familiarly known as Tommy Fenn), and
the marine officers. The purser (a volunteer), the
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clerk, and a irusty sergeant (Molyneux) were stationed
in the waist and gangways. The maindeck was most
ably officered by Wallis and Falkiner, the former being
in command of the after batteries, which it is perhaps
needless to say were fought with bravery and skill.
Before a shot was fired, and as the men were going to
quarters, Meehan, the gunner, was on his way to the

magazine, when Wallis arrested him for a moment,
and handed to him his watch, saying, “You will be
safe, Should anything happen to me give this to my
father with my love.” By this chronometer the gunner
timed the action.

It was at first doubtful whether the Chesapeake
would make a raking evolution astern of the Shannon,
or come fairly alongside ; but when she arrived within
pistol-shot all suspense was ended, for she rounded-to
on the starboard quarter of her opponent—precisely
the Hornet's mode of attack when, with her, Lawrence
captured the Peacock.

Captain Broke walked forward, and through his own
skylight gave orders to the maindeck captains of guns
to “fire on the enemy as soon as the guns bore on his
second bow-port.” (A man named Rowlands, who was
captain of the maintop on board the Guerriere when
captured by the Constitution, was so delighted by this
order that he very audibly and admiringly ejaculated :
“Ah! that’s the man for me ; she’s ours!”) Broke
now walked forward to the starboard gangw~y to
observe the effect of his directions. The ships were
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closing fast. The sails of the Chesapeake came
gliding between the slanting rays of the evening
sun and the Skannon, darkening the maindeck ports
of the latter, whilst the increasing ripple of the water
against her bows as she approached could be distinctly
heard at all the guns of the after-battery on the
Shannon’s silent maindeck. In another moment, the
desired position being attained, the Shannon com-
menced the action by firing her after or fourteenth
maindeck gun; the steady old captain of the gun,
Billy Mindham (Captain Broke's faithful coxswain),
having first reported to Wallis, the officer of his
quarters, that his gun bore, and received permission
to fire; a second afterwards, her after-carronade on
the quarterdeck ; then her thirteenth maindeck gun ;
and, as the Chesapeake ranged alongside, she received,
in close and steady succession, the whole of the broad-
side. The effect of this (as witnessed from the
Shannon’s tops) was truly withering. A hurricane of
shot, splinters, torn hammocks, cut rigging, and wreck
of every kind was hurled like a cloud across the deck.
Of 150 men quartered thereon more than 100 were
instantly laid low. Nor was this all. In this moment

of deadly strife, Lawrence, who was fatally conspicuous,
standing on a carronade-slide, received a ball through
his abdomen from the hand of Lieut. Law, of the
marines. He fell, severely wounded, and, after four
days of suffering, doomed to die. But to relate this
at present is premature. The conflict continued. In
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THE AMERICAN FRIGATE “CHESAPEAKE”

CRIPPLED AND THROWN INTO UTTER DISORDER BY THE TWO FIRST EROJADSIDES FIRED FROM

H.M.S. ““SHANNON.,”

Page 63,
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passing the Shannon, and after receiving her first
broadside, the Chesapeake made a stern board; her
tiller ropes and jib-sheet had been shot away, her
wheel broken ; and thus she gradually luffed into the
wind, exposed, whilst making this crippled and help-
less movement, to the Shannon’s second and most
deliberate broadside. From the first the Chesapeake
had apparently attached much importance to her
small-arm force, with which indeed, from her tops
and deck, she commenced the action. It was now
the Shannon’s turn and time to make use of these.
Broke saw that she was crippled, and, by his order,
the marines in the gangways and the seamen in the
boats and clustering about the booms, under the direc-
tion of Aldham, Duun, and Molyneux, poured in a
precise and deliberate fire. Broke perceived the
flinching of the enemy, and, throwing down his
trumpet, hurried forward with the simple words,
“Follow me who can!” The Chesapeake had con-
tinued drifting astern till her larboard quarter struck
the Shannon about the fifth or sixth gun on the main-
deck. Here the veteran boatswain, Mr. Stevens, who
had fought in Rodney’s action, received, in lashing
the ships together, the wounds of which he afterwards
died in hospital at Halifax.

The ships were in contact at but a small point, and
but for a short time. Wifty or sixty gallant hearts,
however, had fortunately heard their brave captain’s
words, and followed him closely. Lieutenants Watt

e
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and Falkiner, Collier, Stack, Van Loo, Fish (first and
second gunners), and others, stationed chiefly on the
quarterdeck, with a large body of marines, pressed on
in the way so nobly led by their captain. On gain-
ing the Chesapeake’s deck, a desperate and disorderly
resistance was made. Her so-called chaplain, a
Mr. Livermore, of Boston (an amateur and volunteer,
no more ), presented and snapped a pistol at Captain
Broke. A backwaid stroke of the good and weighty
Toledo blade which the hero carried (mounted, how-
ever, in the regulation ivory and gold wire) left
his reverence to his better meditations against the
mizenmast ; and a vigorous charge along the gangways
followed. This was the mosi confused moment of the
conflict. A severe encounter had been raging in the
tops. The midshipmen —Smith in the fore and
Cosnahan in the maiu—had vastly distinguished
themselves. Smith boarded the enemy off the fore-
yard of the Skhannon, and, after hard fighting, chased
his last remaining adversary down the foretopmast
backstay on to the deck. Cosnahan, in the maintop,
finding the foot of the topsail intervene between the
enemy and himself, laid out on the manyardarm, and,
receiving loaded muskets handed down to him
through the “¢lubber’s hole,” shot three men from
thence. These were midshipmen indeed !

To add to the confusion, the Chesapeake’s head
gradually falling off, her sails again filled ; she broke
away from the lashings, and forged across the bow of’
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the Shannon. At this moment, it would appear, the
English party had divided — the upper deck was
entirely theirs; Watt was aft, hauling down the
enemy’s flag. Broke was on the forecastle, inter-
posing between his men and some three or four
Americans, who must otherwise have instantly been
cut to pieces. The first lieutenant, in his haste—
unwisely, alas ! we can now see—hurrying the sailors
so employed, caused them to bend on a white ensign
under the American ensign.* The moment this was
seen from the Shannon her fire recommenced, and a
grape-shot from his own ship carried away the top of
his head, the same discharge killing and wounding
others around him. The consternation diffused by
this accident on the Chesapeake’s quarterdeck
reanimated the conquered Americans on the fore-
castle. Broke had already spared their lives—that
was nothing. With pike, sabre, and musket they
formed behind their gallant preserver; and when,
roused by a fervent adjuration from a sentinel, he

* Edward Rexworthy was one of the Shannon’s quartermasters ;
he was standing beforc Lieut. Watt when the grrpe-shot from the
Shannow’s seventh gun, maindeck, passed over Resworthy’s head and
pierced Watt’s chest—Rexworthy was a very short man, Lieut. Watt
was six feet, or rather more. Whenever the Shannon beat to quarters
in expectation of a battle, Lieut. Watt always had a white ensign laid
upon the capstan; and this, he said, was “to hoist over the colours
of the enemy.” e boarded with this in his hand ; and there is no
doubt abuut its having been hoisted up some distance under, instead
of over, the American ensign on board the Chesapeake. It was this
mistake, as every one said at the time, which caused the seventh gun
to be fired at that party.
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unsuspectingly turned about, he found not one, nor
two, but three men—but, no! let me rather say,

treacherous, indomitable enemies — prepared and

anxious to take his life. These were great odds ; but
Broke parried the pike of his first assailant and
wounded him in the face. Before he could recover
his guard, the second foe struck him with a cutlass
on the side of the head ; and, instantly on this, the
third having clubbed his musket drove home his
comrade’s weapon, until a large surface of the skull
was cloven entirely away—the brain was left bare.
Broke sank, of mnecessity, stunned and bleeding, on
the deck ; his sword fell from his relaxing grasp, and
his first assailant, who had already fallen, strove to
muster sufficient strength to consummate the attack.
At this moment a marine bayoneted the immediate
opponent of his captain, whilst the enraged Shannons
almost literally cut his companions to pieces. It was
truly a sanguinary scene. Broke was scarcely to be
recognised, even by his own comrades. He was
plastered with lime and blood.* Mr. Smith and
Mindham, however, tenderly raised him; and, whilst
the latter bound an old handkerchief round his
captain’s streaming head, he applied a strong mental
cordial by directing his look aft, with the cheering
words : ¢ Look there, sir ; there goes the old ensign
up over the Yankee colours ! ”

* The Americans had an open cask of lime to throw in the eyes of
the boarders. This was shattered by one of the Skannon’s shot.
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Slowly they then led him to the quarterdeck,
and seated him, ha!f fainting, on a carronade-
slide.

Whilst these events were passing on the Chesa-
peake’s forecastle and quarterdeck, an animated
conflict had been going forward (for not more than
two minutes, however) on her maindeck. This also
ended in the dispersion of her crew. They were
driven below, a grating placed over the main hatch-
way, and a marine (William Young) posted sentry
over it. It chanced that this man, seeing a comrade
pass, stretched out his hand by way of congratulation
on their victory and joint escape. Whilst doing this
he was most treacherously shot from below. The
surrounding Shannons, terribly enraged, instantly
poured down among the Americans a warm discharge
of musketry. This proceeding excited the anger of
the brave Lieutenant Falkiner, who was sitting on
the booms, fatigued by his exertions in boarding.
He rushed forward, and, presenting his pistol, pro-
tested he would blow out the brains of the first man
who attempted to fire another shot. He then sang
out to the Americans below that, if they did not
instantly send up the man who shot the marine,
ne would call them up and put them to death one by
one. This vigorous proceeding put an end to all
further resistance.

The firing alluded to aroused Broke, and, on being
informed of the cause, he faintly directed the
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Americans to be driven into the hold, and then
lapsed, from his great loss of blood, into total
insensibility.

The battle was now over and the viectory won,
according to the most careful and largest computa-
tion of time, in thirteen minutes. In this brief space
252 men were either killed or wounded in the two
ships, the loss of the Americans being about 70
killed and 100 wounded, and that of the English
26 killed and 56 wounded. Fresh reinforcements of
Shannons were now sent on board the Chesapeake,

the boats conveying back to the English ship her

gallant Captain Broke, and the first lieutenant of
the enemy (Augustus Ludlow), both severely, and
the latter, as it turned out, mortally wounded.
Captain Broke was laid in his own cot, in his
own cabin, his “good old sword” (‘‘Pray,” said
he, “take care of my good old sword”) being
laid beside him. Lieutenant Ludlow (who, in the
hurry of the moment, was left for a little while lying
unnoticed in the steerage) sent a touching message

«Will you tell the commanding officer of the Shannon
that Mr. Ludlow, first of the Chesapeake, is lying
here badly wounded ?” He was immediately placed
in the berth of poor Watt. Aud Captain Lawrence,
who, on receiving his wound had been conveyed, in
consequence of the shattered state of his cabin, to the
Chesapeake’s wardroom,* remained there—in four
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days to breathe his last. The Americans, in full
confidence of victory, had provided several hundred
pairs of handcuffs for the English. ¢« With their
own” (as Admiral Wallis quaintly remarks) “they
were now ornamented.”

At this moment the ships were lying not, perhaps,
more than pistol-shot asunder, with their heads
towards the eastward. The action was over. The
companion vessels of the Chesapeake siowly and
sadly steered back to Boston. The sun went down
over the blood-stained waters of the bay; and in the
twilight interval beiween his setting and the moon’s
uprising, which that night lighted the British the
first stage of their triumphant voyage to Halifax,
the slain were committed to the deep—in the subli<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>