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Shaping the Map

anada’s shape on the map and patterns of
é settlement reflect the past 400 years of its

history. But long before what might be called
the “European discovery” of Canada in the sixteenth
century, Europeans knew of its existence. About the
year 1000 A.D. Scandinavians were felling timber on
the east coast; in the fifteenth century, English, French,
Spanish and Portuguese were fishing off the coast of
Newfoundland.

Whether or not these early European visitors
made contact with what was probably a small and
scattered native population is not known. The Inuit,
called Eskimo by the Europeans, had taken perhaps
some 5 000 years to cross the desert of ice from west




to east as far as Greenland, but confined themselves to
the far north. A number of Indian groups were scattered
throughout the rest of the country.

Historically, a European consciousness of
Canada began to form by the end of the fifteenth cen-
tury. Heading an English expedition, John Cabot claimed
Newfoundland and the east coast of Canadain the
name of King Henry VIl of England in 1497. However,
it was Jacques Cartier, from St. Malo, France who in
1534 sailed up the St. Lawrence River as far as the
Indian village of Hochelaga, the present site of Montreal.
While he failed to find the passage to Asia he was seek-
ing, he opened the interior of Canada to French fur
traders and colonizers.

The English and French
became rivals in the gradual
conquest of those parts of North
America not claimed by the
Spanish. In 1608, Samuel de
Champlain established his
“habitation” in what is now
Quebec City, to lay the roots of
French Canada. In 1610, Henry
Hudson gave his name to the
huge bay in northern Canada.
From here the Hudson’s Bay
Company of “adventurers of
England” would later begin a
vigorous competition with the
French for control of the fur
trade with the Indians. While
the English moved north and





































Vancouver and Victoria are the major urban
attractions. There are also five national parks and some
300 provincial parks and recreation areas and one
wilderness conservancy. The mountains, winding river
valleys and rugged fiord coast make British Columbia
very attractive during all seasons. Alpine skiing in winter
and sailing in summer are extremely popular activities.

The province boasts a well-organized and com-
prehensive educational system. At the post-secondary
level, the large and impressive University of British
Columbia and the modernistic Simon Fraser University,
opened in 1965, serve mainland students. A third
institution, the University of Victoria, is located on
Vancouver Island. Also near Victoria is the Lester B.
Pearson College of the Pacific, an international school
that opened in 1974 which combines academic courses
with a wide range of physical and social activities.

A network of museums and galleries comple-
ments the educational system. Foremost among these
is the Museum of Anthropology with its impressive
collection of Haida, Nootka and other northwest coast
Indian art and artifacts.
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general on the recommendation of the federal prime
minister), who represents the Queen in each province,
performs duties similar to those of the governor general.
Every province has an elected legislative assembly and is
governed by a council of ministers responsible to the
assembly.

The Territories

the Yukon and the Northwest Territories, which

are under the jurisdiction of the federal govern-
ment and Parliament, but enjoy increasing autonomy
and more responsible government. Each territory is
administered by a commissioner appointed by the
government of Canada and assisted by an elected council.

C anada’s Far North is divided into two territories:

Municipal Administration

of the provincial governments, their organiza-

tion varies considerably from one province to
another. All municipalities are administered by elected
councils and they may be responsible for such local
services as police, fire-fighting, roads, schools, hospitals
and sanitation.

S ince the municipalities are under the jurisdiction






The provincial and federal governments have
the power to establish courts. The federal Parliament
created the Supreme Court of Canada, the Federal
Court and various courts of special jurisdiction. The
provincial governments, for their part, set up and govern
the superior courts and the county courts. The pro-
vincial courts and the federal Supreme Court are part
of the same system, however, and an appeal can be
made from a decision of a higher provincial court to
the Supreme Court of Canada.
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Economic Co-operation

in the growth and stability of the world economy.

The increasing interdependence of national
economies has resulted in a series of “economic summits”
which bring together the leaders of the seven main
industrialized democratic countries, including Canada.
The efforts of these leaders to define the specific pro-
blems of the world economy, and their commitment to
co-operate in solving these problems, complement
continuing efforts in other international fora. Canada
has taken an active part in the Multilateral Trade
Negotiations in Geneva, negotiations on a much larger
scale than any held previously, and it has also exerted
influence on monetary reform negotiations conducted
under the auspices of the International Monetary Fund.
It contributes to the World Bank and to the regional
development banks, sources of multilateral development
assistance, and is one of the founding members of the
International Energy Agency, set up under the auspices
of the Organization for Economic Co-operation and
Development. Through the International Atomic Energy
Agency, it promotes peaceful uses for nuclear energy.

S s a trading power, Canada has particular interest

Canada has participated in the formulation
and implementation of international development
programs from the time such programs began. Its
contributions have increased as new nations have been
admitted to the United Nations, the Commonwealth
and La Francophonie. In 1968 the Canadian International
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