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CHRISTIAN THRIFT.

BY REV. P. GRAY, KINGSTOW, C.W,

+ % Charge thom that aro rich in this

world, that thoi bo -not high minded, nor trust in uncortaiti
+iches, but in tho living Lord, who givoth us richly ail t

ings to cnjoy ; that thoy do good, that thoy bo

ich in good works, roady to distribute, willing to communicato ; deving up for themselves a good founda-
23& I:gzin;lz ‘lhc time to come, that they may lay hold on dernal tife.'—1 Tim, vi. 17-10. 8

Among the various counsels and directions
given by Paul to Timothy, for his guidauce

J

or to be servile, grovelling, and envious; justag
external circmnstances call into action, and

in the pastorate of the church at Ephesus,— | furnish scope for the displey of the one or the

comprising rules for his.own conduct, aund
regulations respectitig the worship, govern
ment and discipline of the church, the quali-
fication of its ministers, and the character and
duties of its members,—this special charge for
the iustruction of the wealthier portion of the
Christian community occupies a deservedly
conspicuous place. For, whil it isan ad-
‘mouition confined in its terms to the one
class of persons whomn it addresses—* the
ricl in this world,"—who, in the Apostle’s
time, and almost ever since, have been the
wminority in most Chuistinn congregations,—it
yet refers to dangers and dutjes, aud to ruling
principles which have a far wider than a class-
app)icat’xon‘, \ﬂlh_:h have a relation to, and af.
fect man ag man, whatever his circumstances
may be, whatever his relative position or
rank in the social scale.

It is not the “rich in this world” alone who
are prone to be “high-minded,” and to trust
in uncertain viches; the poor man may be as
proud in spirit, as haughty and over-bearing in
his own sphere, and as big with selfmport-
ance as his wealthy neighbor.  The poor man
may trust ip, and value riches as bighly asthe
milliovaire. Necither riches umor poverty in
themselves, however they may affect aud modi
fy the maupers, create and determine charac-
ter in any man. Selfkunowledge, scltdisci®
plice, the cultivation of good and kindly
feeling, with the fear and love of God, wil
give moral worth and beauty to vich and
poor alike. 'The want of these qualities will
leave man, at beart, a selfish ingrate; selfiseek-
ing, self-inddlgent; regardless alike of the in.
terost of his brother, and of the glory of his
God; to be luxuriots, prond and  disdaiufal;

L5

other family of vices.

The common features of bumanity in their-
better and worse lineaments are the property
of all, thuugh’ the relative prominence given
to these commnon features, differs in each in.
dividual in sympathy with all the differ.
ences in lot, in culture, and in temperament
which distinguish one person from another
all the world over.

We have all our weaknesses, our faults, oup
errors.  We are all sinful; and foolish and
hurtful lusts and passions are harboured or
hidden in every human heart. Oppressive
poverty, with jts attendant privations and
sorrows, leads to one kind of temptation, and
snares, and evokes a corresponding kind of
mistaken and evil surmise and purpose from
the heart of the care-worn aud toil-worn
poor. And, on the other hand, abundant
wealth and great possessions, with the grati-
fications they permit, and the distinetion and
“the flattery which they bring, lead to another
kind of temptation and snares, and call into
action other evil passious; while they furnish
a field for the root of all evil to grow up, in
that humbler circamstances do ot admit of.

So there is great need to “charge the rich
that they be not high-minded, vor trust in
uncertaiu riches, but in theliving God.  *  *
That they do good, that they be rich in good
works, ready to distribute, willing to com-
municate; laying up in store for themselves
a good foundaulion for the time lo come, that
theyy may lay hold on cternal life” And
there is very mach need to charge other than”
therich i like terms, as we bave seeu; so
(hat thero lies in this test a faithful admoni-

0. l4.
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tion, aud an exhortation to a most important
duty forus all.

Rich and poor, and those whose safers
happier lot it is to be neither rich nor poor,—
we 2re all prone to be higl-minded, proud
and self-willed toward fellow-men, unyielding
before our rightful King and God.

We aro all too rendy to place a value on
uucertaiu riches, utterly disproportionate to

their real worth, and to trust that they will, or |

that if ours, they would progure for us all
good and pleasant things, and make our life
a very enjoyment. And we areall too common-
Iy, too frequently forgetting God that made
us, and lightly esteeming the Rock of Salva,
tion, not trusting in “the living God, who
giveth us richly all things to enjoy.”

Letus all be persaaded to take God's
counsel for our good. Let us set the work
and path of duty plainly before our own
minds, and trusting in TIim who hath bidden
us “ Come,” and “Follow ” Him, let us do
good in the place where (od hath set ug,
agitis in the power of our hand to do it.
Let us be rich in “good works” as we all
may be, though the riches generzlly prized
may be 1o most an neattainable acquisition. Let
us be sociuble, considerate, friendiy, and frank
with one another; “ willing to communicate”
whatever we bave of benefit, to whomsoever
our benefactions may be of auy avail; “willing
to communicate” courtesy as well as charity,
pleasant looks aud kindly greeting, as well as
ministrations of merey and @onations to the
" distressed and desolute. So let us all be “laying
up in store a good foundatiou for the time to
come, &’

Apart from all considerations of a bigher
nature, o lay up in store fur the time to
come, is simply & commendable and needfal
duty—kuown and approved as such by men
i all ages; it ig, in fuct, the adaptation of a
common proverb or maxim beariug upon the
forothought to be exercised, and the forehand
provision to be made for the prudent and suc*
cessful management of any business whatever
The farmer must lay up in store o the pro-
ductive summer for the consumption and
waste of non-productive winter, and for the
outlay of material requisite to set th¢ remu-
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nerative work of another summer in opera=
tion again. The merchant must bring to his
business, intelligent knowledge of the market
he means to supply, aud lay up io store the
goods demanded for the place, making timely
prepavations for the different season’s sales
and for meeting his payments as they fall due,
Aud the householder, in providing for the
multifarious wants of a family, must thivk
and calculate, measuring income and outlay,
laying up iu storve for foreseen requirements,
and making such preparation and provision
as meany afford, for the accidental occurrences
that will happen, aud the possibility of a fu-
ture that may be to the present circumstances
of that family what winter is to summer in
tho experience of the farmer,

Looking at the duty, or maxim which sets
it forth, even in this its lower, more worldly
aspéct, it is right aud proper, even a sacred
duty; “1f any provide not for his own  * ¥
Lie hath denied the Feith, &e” Ifour world
is not to be one wide Tield of wretchedness, of
fraud, oppression, and sutfering, and death, I¢
life to maukind is to be possib e at al}; prudeut
care and patient indnstrx, thoughtfal wman.
agemeunt, aud seasonablo application to labor;
prevision and provision; thrift and far-sighteds
ness must 21l be employed.  “I would have
you withouf carefulness” says the Apostie,
and in other places bie shows how this happy
¢ state may be attained; “My God shall supply
“all you need;” aud, *Let ail things be dove
! gecently and in order.” ¢ Be diligent iv busi-
Juess, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.
I has diligence, orderliness, right-doing and
good management, with God’s blessing, will
cnable us to dispense with “carefulness,"—wilt
banish anxieties and femrs, which reckless mis-
| mapagement or simpering affectation of lean.,
ting on provideuce in lazy shittlessness, will
surely entail.

Ner does the inculeation of the duty inits
lower, mote earthly renge, militate against the
superior claims which God, and the world to
come have upon our regard, ‘There is in the
highest and best sonse, but one thing veedful,
uthe good part which shall*vot be taken
away;” that is the favor of God made ours by
the grace and truth of the Lord Jesus, bes
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_ Yowing on us the forgiveness of siuy, and the
renewal of the Holy Ghost, and an inheritance
among all them that are sanctified by faith
in Cliist,  We are to seek first the ¢ King-
dowm,” and then we ave promised all these
lesser things, of which it is said our “ Father
knoweth we have need of them.” But how
are they given :nd mado owrs?  Why, while
we estimate them at their infinitely inferior
value to the blessing of grace, and reccive or
dispense with them patiently, as God may be
pleased to order our lot; while we lean upon
Him and say, not our will, but thine be done
~—it is meant by [im-—it is included in that
trust and bonoring of 1Tis will, that we lean
upon the directions and preecepts, as well ag
upon the promises of Ilis Word,~that we

glorify His will by submission to its clear*

enactments and requiremeats, as well o5 to its
allotments; that is, that we walk in Iis com-
mandments, and take the method and way e

has preseribed for our well:-doing and well-!

being in this present world, as well as seok
from Him, and take Ilis way to a bappy:
holy home in the world above.

Diligent, right-minded dutifalness in every
relation and husiness and station in  life;
doing things, wisely and well in any
Tawlul occup:ﬁinu; faying up in  store
of weedful provision for ovr own, and
that it may be in our power to belp the
distressed in the day of their calamity, are
not forbidden,—aure not incompatible with the
lagng of a good foundation tor the safety o
the soal, and the laying hold of eternal life.
Noris this condemned by the Lord, when He
says* 'Tuke no thought for the morrow.” Nay,
trasting in Gad who made this world as it is
and made industrious toil and well-doing the
duty of every man, who endowed us with un.
derstanding, and gave us faculties of every
kind; let us, committiug the keeping of ou,
souls to the fuithinl Creator, relying on ou,
Savior’s words of promise, seck to discharge
every duty in the best way we can, using all
means God has made aceessible to us, provid-
ing in hounest activity and thiift for the wel-
fare of those depeudent on ns. "I'hen, and there
by, are we saved from brooding, enervating,
mooedy care and distrust; anxieties are kept
away, and shume and blighting poverty; and

don

soul aud body, both irale the nearest ap.
proach to a healthy state possible to a fallen
man before o attaivs the perfection of
heaven, .

2. In laging up in store for the time to
come, we should provide most carefully for
the time of longest continvance.

"'hat is making a simple step in advance in
the argument followed so far, which cauuog
be gaiusaid,

We make much greater and move careful

provision~or rely on it beiug made for us—for
a vogage tg Europe than for o trip to Mon-
trenl. We provide in another way for the
loug winter, or long absence (rom home, than
for.the requirements of to-morrow, or the
visit to a friend in a neighboring tow.
TFor us and all maukind there is the prosent
| time we live in, aud the time to come to
! which we are hurrying on; the one period
!brief at the longest; the other, not a period,
but eternity, Jasting as the life of God.

e should dutifully, and diligently pro-
yide for this brief life. Should wé not more for
that endless life to come?

We are here now, and ueed many things
indeed, We are fo be somewhere else
! fovever. Should not the things we may need i
| that everlastingsstate engross our chiel con.
cern, both ns to knowing what they are, and
making sure of their possession?

Believe in the life everlastiug; and believe

»that the present is so related to that future
glife, that what is vight here In God's sight,
 shall be right there; and what is wrong her¢
iin the judgment of the Ioly One, shall be
wrong forever. Aud give diligence to malke
! yoar calling and election sure; to know fiis
| will and do it.  See that with hope in Christ,
 the Spirit of Christ is yours. :
{ 3. Now is the time to lay up in store a coad
“ foundation for the time ta come.  Now is tho
;opportuuity given to lay hold upon everlast-
~ing life.

Sow now the seed of that which you would

like to reap at judgment, and be filled with
i through all eternity. If you hope for glory;
if you deprecate crernal loss and shame ; Sow
* the trnth and grace of Jesus in your heart, in
your life course; and your “frait shall be heli®
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ness, and the end everlasting life.” T.earn now
that knowledge which you feel you will prize
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that very contre itself be subject to the
same lawsof motion? And where is this

chain of tLought to end.  How far should
wo travelover immensurable space before
weo could reach the point of central rest ?
If we were Lo try to express in figures the
timesand spaces moasured in such re-
searches, the usual signs of caleulation
would be meaningless to us from the vast-
pess of thephenomena. Or ask physiology
to speak of the abuundance of life upon
our planet, and by fair analogy in other
worlds as well.  There is no insect so
minute but is truly a marvel of creative
power. Iach is alittle matter, quickened

on a dying bed—the message the Divine Re
deemer brought—the excellent knowledge of
Chirist, Deliverer and King,. with matehles;
arace, and boundless power, and willingness
to save. Aud learn of Him who was “ meek
and lowly, &e.,” and follow and be like ITim.
Then will he keep what is committed to His
trust, Ile will be ever with you, aod ye shal)
see God.

Run now ju the divection you think you
ought to take. Seck now rest in the Refuge
—the only covert from the storm, as ¢ know3 | nd lighted with life with a power which
“_"d the God n?l‘ ull grace ""E" hide youl o cannot understand, eznnot even define
till every culamity pass, and bring you forth | on 4 «hiech onlv does not arrest us with
at Inst, to share Ifis glory and llis joy. adoring wonder because its freguency

Rich and poor, young and old, the work | blums our faculties. When the carth- was
enjoined is 1o be doue sometime, or you ave . prepaving  for man, yreat strata wers
undove. You can do it hy grace. Then deposited, in every cubic inch of which
begin to-day. -Look to Jesus. Have faith in | lie buried mi_lliuns on millions of minute
Ins words. Follew Him. Belike Him. So laytc"em.“\"‘l’s .“’h"vh God saw good lo "_‘“k‘"
hold on eternal life. I‘IGI'O.:I;.‘HH would numbers fail us; we

N can bardly carry our thoughts beyond
the first step, In one place a whole
WHAT SCIENCE I1AS DONE FOR | town stands on the tocky” tombs of such

OUR KNOWLEDGE OI GOD. a minute population; in another, the
shore of a laks is powdered with their

What then Lave the sciences added to: remains.  Oh, the Inexbaggtivle wealth
our senseuf the avful power of the infinite: of that creative energy whicli‘poured out on
God?  Astronomy Ly slow degrees has, this planet, when as vel it was dreary and
advanced from the conception of 2 dingle| void, and unfit for the lordly tenant alittle
earth tented over with the jewclled eanopy ( ower than the angels, for whom it nas
of the sky, toa veult ahich T sappose is; being furnished, a mass of living creatures
as real as auy other inference of season | whose only praise of him was their life
that the earth is oue planet among wany . and  motion, too  small for  eye to
in the solar system, and the solar system | see, yet each perfect in its kindand very
one among many iv a stellar claster, and . good ! Chemistry, too, would add its
the st cluster one aong many ine record of wonders, how every plaut con-
the visible heavens, 1t was a’great dis- i spires to recruit the air with the element
covery that the suu's apparent motion wasjof which the animals have robbed it,
an itlusion, and his 1ising and selting were | and every animal unconsciously requites
Lut moments in the cartl’s 1evolution. | the benefit—how our food ischanged into
But the sun itself is moving, and with althe juices of life—bow the plant wins
speed that can bo measured, attended | from mere soil and airitssweet perfums,
Ly its planetary train, and the narrow its sap with its peculiar virtue, its form
scrutiny of te astionomer’s glass can tell ‘ of leaf, and the colour of its flower.
us how the receding stars converge as we Apn. oF YORK.
sre driven aloug, like the houses on » shore A
we are quitting. I, as is at Jeast probable{ 1 ceited men often seem a harmless kind:
our whole system is revolving round ajsf yen, who, by an overweening self-respect
centre, lmking unseen in enormous dis-| relieve others from the duty of respectinz
tunce bekind the Pleiads, then may not|them at all. ’

+
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THE EARLE}(} RISERS OF THE
)

.

A little child once observed thatin the
Bible «tho good people always got up
early when God sent them on messages.”
It was a quaint steting of a truth that
meets us everywhere, in tho perusal of
those grand old lives whichare the world’s
examples.

Perhaps the most remarkable of the
early risers of Scripture was the wmilitary
.commander Joshua. Agein and again
we are told of his ¢rising early in the
morning,” before the accomplishment of
any of his great works, When Isracl’s
host removed from Shittim and came to
Jordan, preparatory to the wouderful dry-
shod passage, which is the beliover’s type

of the river of death. wherein the feet of
Lis high priest have been dipped.—Joshua ,

rose early to his task of marshalling the
mukitade,  When Jericho was compassed
with the army, and its strong walls seemed
1o scorn a siege, Joshua rose early to ar-
range that apparently powerless procession
of priests and wacriors which marched
about the city, without vaising a  hostile
hand.  When Achan had sinned in the
accursed thing, and ali Israel was to be
convened for a terrible state trial, Joshua
rose up early in themorning, and brought
them by their tribes.  When the-iown of
Aiwas to Lo taken, and the prestige of
viciory yegnired for Israch, «Joshua rose
up early in the morning and numbered the
people  He girded himself betimes to
whatsoever his  G)d laid upon him to do,
Justly remarks Matthew Henry, that the
habit showed “how little he loved his
ense, how much he loved his business, and
what care and pains he was willing to take
init” .

There is one instance of early rising record-

i Genesis which basaivaystouched us with
a peculiar feeling of admiration. It was
probably in a vision of the night that “God
did tempt Abralan,” and that his ears
heard the command, “ Take now thy son,
thine only son, Isaac, whom thou lovest,
and offer him for a burat offering.” And
when daylight appears there is no hesita-
tion, mno lingering before performance of
the dread command. “ Abrabam rose up
early in the moraing,” and prepared to

387,

obey. What mighty faith nerved the pa:
triarch to this prompt fulfilment of the
Divine order, which seemed to rend his
bome and his heart in twain} Truly is
ho the father of all them that believe, as
possessing that excellent grace in tenfold
mensure.  But thisis not the only ocea-
sion on which we read of Abrabam’s
curly rising. e was in the babit of com-
muning with his God while earthlier men
slept. ~On the fated day when Sodom and
Gomorrah were overthrown, “ Abrahain
gat him up emrly in the morning to the
place where he stood before the Lord.”
Was it to ronew his pleadings for the
doomed cities? If 2o, his eyes were strick-
en with asight which quenched the prayer
for ever. The heavens rained fire instead
of water, and the smoke of the country
went up as the smolie of 2 furnace. Winls
luxury and profligacy, afier a night of
wickedness, purposed a day of sloth, the
i Avenger came forth with the dawn-light,
1and destroyed the accursed cities for ever.
Job was ancther who devoted the be-
ginning of the day to worship. He “rose
up early in the morning, and offered burnt
oftorings according to the number ” of all
Dis children; « for Job said, it may be that
my sons have sinned, aud cursed God in
their hearts, Thus did Job continuaily.”
We know an aged Clyistian woman who
did similarly, asd Yose hours betore
her family in the mowing, for the
purpose of pouring out intercessory prayer
on  her Lehalf, and patting her God
«jn remembrance” of the one great
sacrifice once offered, to which she trust-
¢d for their redemption. Gradually child
after child was called into the fold;
who shall say it was not in answer tothase
fervent morning supplications? .
Surely there can be mo time like this for
prayer. ~ David found it so when he said,
i “ My voice shaltthou hearin the morning,
O Lord : in the morninz will I direct my
prayer unto thee, and will look up.” It
is a good thing to give thanks tothe Lord,
and to sing praises unto thy vame, O
Most High! to show forth thy loving
kindness in the morning, and thy faith-
fulness every night” It is recorded of
Bishop Ken, who has given our Englisty
tongue an immortal morning bymn, that
he used to rise immediately on awakaning,
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and begin his devotions by a sol--mn psalm
of praise sung o his lute.  Olacrve the
lLeavsitul distinesion between the engage-
ments of morning and evening: God’s lov-
ing kinduess when the day begine,
proved faithfulness to lis” promises when
the day ends, and the soul hais experienced
his love through all its hours.

With reverenee also we may vefer to the

life of the Savior. «In the moving, ris-
ing up a grea >
out, and departed into a solitary place, and
there prayed.”  For eve: hallow.ed should
he our eatly bowrs to pray by such a fore-
runver. And not only in- prayer butin

action did the Divine Master in this res-

Havin=spent the

peet set us an example. . I
carly in

night at the Mouut of (')Iiyee,
the morning e came again mto
ple, and taughi the people.

break he called unto
of these chose twelve
ticular of ce Juet, as inot}
pleased not. bim

sloep, a ittle more slumber, a !Sllle
folding of the hands to sleep,” may bar

many a believer frofp the supplies of grace

and <trength ha mhuht obtain i an ey
period of prayer,
Mr. Law: «Se

co muech of it as to be carly at prayer

caunot think that he has taken up bis cress
aud is following Christ. What conquest
has he got over himself? What right
hand has he cut off, what trialis he pre-

pired for?  What sacrifice is he ready to
ofiet 1o God, who caunot be so e uel <o
himseif as 10 rise to pray at such.
the diudging part of the
to rise to their Jabor?” S
irony to talk of getting up carly being a
cross.  Would we count it a hardship to
seclk an futeniew with a person we deurly
Joved. at the saerilice of an hous sleep?
He can have littlo love for Jesus who is not
willing to meet him authe merey-seat, even
before day, if he have no other
prayer.

Surely every motive hasbeen assembled
Dy tha advocates of early rising.  To the
Christian the most powerful will be—
«Redeoming the time,”—*Be not sloth-

THE GOOD

—God’s

t while before day, he went!

the tem-
At day-
him his diseiples, and ; tine king,
anostles, 1n this par- | brought tire Divine messages to Pharaoh.
s, ever Uhrd -t ESamuel had then ins meeting with  Saul.
saf, and taught us ot 1o} Nebeminh libored ©from the rising of the
Lie seli-pleasers any more than self-seckers.
But the trivial indulgence in ¢a little more
more

Well says the carnest
M-denial of alt kinds is the
life and soul of piely : but he that hath not;

@ time as
world are content
It really scems

time for
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'ful, but followers of them who t]\rougﬁ

faith and patience now inherit the prom-
ises.”  He will imitste the sweet Psalmist

of Israel, whose great prayer-time was in.
the morning: «“I prevented the dawning,

and eriea: I hope in thy word.” Ho will

literally upply the words of Jesus: #X

must work the w» ks of him that sent me

while it is day; the night cometh, when no

man can work.,”  ven a heather -ould

say: Tt is the most culpable death to

have life ind not to use it.” The Chris-

tian will seek to snie its smallest portions,

and even to deny bumself, that from such

may be woven some worthy work for Lis

Grod. .

Few of the characters of Seripture but
have this excelience ,noted in connaction
with some of their deeds. Isaue made at
carly morning his treaty with the Philis-
Moses at the saumoe hour

|

1

i

morning till the stars appeared.” The
prophet Jereminh declares that, * from the
the thirteenth year of Josiah unto this day
in the three and twentieth vear, the woird
of the Lo ! hath come unt, me, and T
have speket, vising emly aml vpeaking.”
It was the seal ef his earrestuess,  Sueh
ave some of the n.\:u\lp!.cs set forth &y aue
instruction.  The subject is trite, but not
the less impoitant.  Let any of us who

e
bave hitherto sinned by sloth consider onr
wavs, and what God would bave us do.

We camnot close this paper better than
with the noble lines of the old rhymester,
Henry Vaughan:— .

¢ When first thing eves unceil, give thy soul leave
1o do thelike.  Our boedies but fove-run

‘Lhe spirit's duty; true heacta spread and heave
Unto their God. as fluwers do to the sun:

Givo him thy first thoughts then 3 so shalt thou keep

His company all day. and in hita sleep,

Yetnever sleep tho sun up: prayer should
Dawn with the day @ there are set awfal hours
"Pwixt heaven and us: the nanna war not good
After sun-rising.  Tor day sullics flowera:
Rise to prevont the sun : sleep doth sin’s glu
And heaven's gate opens when the world's §
Serve Gad before the wozld : let him nyt go
Unti) thon hast o blessing ¢ then resizn
The whole nuta him : and remember who
_Prevatled by wrestling, ere’the sun did shino:
Pour oil upon the stones, weep for thy sin,
Then journey on, and havoan eye to heaven.
Morning arc mysteries : the first world’s youth,
Man’s resurrection. and the future’s bud.
Shroud in theirbirths: the crown of Lite- tight, trust
Ts styled tho Morning Star,—the hidden food:
Threo blessings wait upon thont, one of which
Should move,—thoy mako us holy, happy, rich.

t.
y shut.
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“ Solomon said traly,” murmured the owner
.of Helme Lodge with u sigh, as he after din-
ner in his easy chair, vainly endeavouring to
possess himself of the news, while his little
.danghter gambolled, or, as he descrived it,
fidgetted” “about the roowm; for among other
peculiarities of childhood. she manifested a
‘strong dislike to newspapers as great printed
screens, behind which her father was almost
hid from her view, every day, about the hour
when she was left most at-liberty to enjoy his
Bociety; and more than ounce, before any one
bad observed the young lady’s occupation in
time to effect a rescue, the columns contain-
ing an important parliamentary ' debate weie
twisted into a head-dress for Guy Fawkes, or
cut up to make patches for the harlequin jack-
et of & mimic sweep on May-day.

Resolved on finding sume kind of sympa-
thy and companionsiip, Miss Mabel opeaed
the door 10 peep at Fido, who lay on the mat
outside, ready for any hiut that his presence
was desired, when forthwith a sudden rush
Aook place, and tife two went i full chase
round the table, to the atter coniusioun of the
reader’s ideas, aud the extreme discomposure
-of his temper.

‘I'his anuoyance duly rebuked, and remedied
by the banishment of pooy Fido, the least
guilty of the delinquents, Mabel sought aniuse-
ment at the window, where presentiy a large?

- moth, quite out of reach, canght her atteation.
The desire to cuptare it was irresistable, and
mounting a chair, ~he sprang at the insect,
lost Ler balance, clung to the drapery for sufe-
ty. aud finally, amidst torn fringes aund tassels
and the crash of a broken window, foaud ner-
.self lodged upon the floor.

Fears lest she might be hurt moderated the
#xpression of ber father’s displeasure, and for
a little time after this disaster had been de-
piored aud pardoved, there wus a perfect
calm; but as Mabel's elastic apirits rose again
after the late shock, and her restless gnze wun-
dered round the room in search of new atgruc-
tion, she espied a book of piates which it
suited her faucy to examiue at that precise
moment, and grgvely saym'ﬁr she feared apotl-
er accideut if she nttempted to resch it hep-
self, she again disturbed her parent to pyt it
on the table for her. -

“Really, Mabel,” ho said, as he dispairingly
resumed his seat, “if yop caanot behave bet-
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rea: onable manner without disturbing other
people 8o continually, you must stay in your
stud,)yr,,for I cannot give attention to my pa-

r. .

“Then put it by, there’s a dear a, aud
talk to me. I have been at bookém zrx’ll day,
and [ want to amuse myself now.”

“ Have you no work?—young ladies always
bave a work-b sket.”

“Do they? then I'll have a work-basket—
8 Very pretty one; but there is no occusion
for me to work, you koow.” ‘

“Indeed!  Why not, pray?”

“Oh, because you are rich, and can pay
people to do it for me,” replied Mat el, jaugi-
}ﬂg‘. N
“ Then do you intend to be -idle all y. ur
life? "What are you liviag for?

“Iam only living now because I can't help
it', I suppose,” she replied with a serio-conuc
air.

Mr. Croyden sighed, for this was yery muci
his view of his own case.

“Or because I h pe some day
Dplease myself,” she added.

“1I thik you do that already.”

“Oh mo, indeed ! [ have to learn lessois,
and obey Mademoiselle. To please myself,
1 should just go to sleep and uwake an educa-
ted lady.  That woald be happioess.”

“Well, T have been thiniing you must
soinetimes want some young companions; su
what do you think of going to schooi? Su;-
pose you justimagine it a dream unti y.a
comse home again.”

“ Oh 1o, no, pupe; do not et us have such
a dreadful dream us thut.” And Mabel's fuce
was for a moinent overclouded.

“Then try to be more cuusiderate for ny
comfort, aund think whether you vught aot to
live a little for me, since I have uo vne to live
for but you.”

* Ah, papa! you shall see how delightful [
will be whea 1 am a lady. But you know
yuu never do anything but' what you ciwose,
aud so I wouder why I shouid. = Aud now,
papa, I waut to ask you u greatfavour. Ido
rénlly often want some young friends, and I
wish’L might ask Helen and Esther Severn ty
come and vigit me—may I, papa? Lum so0
very dull”  Aud having caugh a vew idea,
she' parsevered in urging it over the top of the
newspaper, following ap ber advautage ag she
peresived her father somewhat kesitatingubout
his reply. L

“ Well, well,” he said at last, “I will talic
to Mademoiselle abont it.”

This was" satistuclory; for Mudemoiselle,
she doubted not, would gladly resign her so-
ciety occasiouully iu play hours to children

to live to

o
#oy, and e’mploy!op_m'qi? in some gyiet and

whose deweayour she was Goutinuaily citing

#
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a3 worthy of her imitation; and Mabel shg:
ped out t0 express her gratification to Fi
in the hall 4

Mr. Croyden yiglded a reluctant consent to
the proposal, quite uncorscious that the iovi-
tution was accepted at the parsonage, not be-
cuuse the intimacy with his s;l)loiled child was
desirable; bat simply in the hope of confer-
ring & becefit on her; and Miss Mabel rejoic-
ed in an opportanity-of playing the hostess to
the youtht[t‘x party, and of astonishing them
by her importance-—a result which was easily
attained.

“Now come with e, and T will show you
something very niee,” she cried, leading the;
way through a gallery, and pausing at the!
door of a large room, where her volatility
seemed, however, for'a momentslightly check-
ed. The shutters were partially closed, cast-
iug an air of gloom over a spacious and hand-
some apartment. .

“Is this the way to the observatory 7" said
Walter Severn, walking forward and opening
the shutters. : .

“Oh no, this was mamma’s room, and it will
be mive some day, and everything in it. Just
lnok what handsowme things there are.”

In a recess stood o bed deeply curtained,
and several massive pieces of r:ahogany fur-
riture were placed round the room.

*'Tbese are all full of beautifal ornaments,
$ud fars and gresses, and al) kinds of pretty
things, which 1 amto bave when 1 am oid
eocugh. 1 wonder when ‘old enough’ will
be” added the little girl with a sigh, |

“ When you have grown wp a lady, I should
thiok,” sai(f Helea Severn; “but you are not
so tall as we are yet.”

This was a hambling remark, but ag Helen
looked admiringly around, it was forgiven.

“You are not used to such rooms as these,”
said Mabel to ber,  “ Should you not like a
great house to live in ?

“No, I don't care about it. Mamma 8ays
we should always be contented with what (tod !
gives us.” . ,

" Miss Mabel was turnjng herself before the
glass doors of a large wardrobe.  “J like tod
ook at these beautiii:ll do:lrs 80 much,” said
she complaceuily, while aloud disconcerting
laugh brl:)ke from Walter Severn.

. “You are a rude boy, sir,” she angrily ex-
claimed with a crimsoned face. “But do pot
mind him; come, Bsther; cowe and look at
yourself:” and she attempted to draw forward
& modest-looking child, who seemed disinclin-
ed to this kiod of entertaipment.

- “Why have yon no long curls hke mige,
Esther T they would look so pretty,” conting-

ed Mabel, passing her hand r the head

of bier visitor, in compaesion for the simple
wowscl of s cxterual adoraiiech, P

.
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“Mamms likes this-way best" sait Fsther.

“ We'did ask her once if we might have
long curls like yours,” eaid Helen, “but she
said there were two reasons why she would
rather not.”

*« And what were they, I woader ?” exclaim-
ed Mabel, tossing back her head to make the
beauty of her ringlets mare ap t.

“One was, that it takes a great dbal of time
to keep them very smooth and hice; and the
other, that she has known little girls become
very vain and silly about them, and wish to
be noticed and admiréd for things that do not
make people any better in reality; and vain
children, mansma thinks, often grow up to be
foolish and unhappy when they sre women.”

“Well,” replied Mahel, “ the time is of no
consequence to me, for Jauvet always carls m
hair, and no one has any right to say that ;
am vain and silly.”

Another of Walter's mischievous laughg
had very nearly evidenced what some woplg
might nevertheless presume to thiok; an
Mark Leighton, his friend and compauion,
and Mr. Severn’s pupil, foresesing the conse-
quences, interposed. .

“You have some fine. pictures to show us;
Miss Croyden,” ssid he; “and then the obser-
vato y and telescope which Walter and I are,
s0 anxious to.see. May we go on now ?”

This timely remembrance of her power to .
confer favours banished the thering cloud™
from Mabel's brow, and she ﬁzd the way to
the hall and dining-room, to point out, not the
subjects most likely to intevest the youn
strangers, but those which she. believed re.
flected thegreatest honour on her father's ped-

e. : o

“You never saw such pictures gs these, § *
dare say,” she exultingly exclaimed. * Tha
gne ismy grandfatherdin‘hji e«'nwr‘t0 d_réss;l :;Sr

ere is my great; memms, who'was lady-
in-waitiugy t% a qguro:l, Aad that is Lord
Somebody~~I alwags forget the name: but
you see we belong o 2 noble family. Do you
remember ghg old mooument in the church ?
It is one of fiapa'a ancesiors who went to the
Omz;ad;& Had you any Crusaders in your
family ¥ Lo

“1 hopé not,” said Waltes.

“Why do you hope not, sir 1" asked Ma-
bel, in angry surprise, .

“ Because thé pope has 8o more right to
Jernsalem than the pagan,” replied V%altzer;

“and all the grand speéches and brave deeds
T
“T don’t believe yon know in olt
it” s;ii ”Ma!?;l contemptuonsl‘;yt g %b:“‘
“But,” said M .aaximsqﬁ-‘my ‘
saucy reply which was ready on Walter's
yﬁiéi Oturadurg

tongue, “ we all know that if the
vty widhed 4 do” oo hey SRR
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have told the poor infidels about the Lord
Jesus Christ, instead of killing as many as
came within their reach; and I think with
Walter, that ove missionary is worth a hue-
dred cross-legged Crusaders.”

"This was too gently said to afford opportu-
nity for angry retort, and being in some doubt
whether er chivalrons tastes conld s2cure the ¢!
hest of the argument agaiust two boys who!

eseemed Lo prefer & more maiter-of-fact view
of events, Mabel proceeded to recount all she .
ke of the pictures. ‘

«.And have you got one of Bacoy, or New-!
ton. vr Milton, or aughody really worth ad-.
miviug 77 asked Walter; “beeause, as we
don't know these ladies and gentlemen, I
should like the telescope much better.” )
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beantifil as yours, Miss, so she need not try,”
said Janet, as she begau the usual process of
isting vp her young lady’s hair in three-cor-
nered papers.

 Ah, but Rsther's would curl naturally
she has no need of them disugreeable papers.
Oh, Jauet, how you do puli! 1 declare I
will ot bear it 7 and Mabel made matters
worse by impatience.  Nevertheless, she daily
endured this purpetanl grievance fur  vavity's
sake, {0 which she would not have submitted
from a3 wther canse; for Janet scrupled not
o pall and twist with merciless zeal, until the
poor ittle hoad looked in most nucomiortable
condition for the pHiow.

“There now, Miss Mabel,” she complacent-
1y exclzimed, sapveving her work, * it will uur}

1 dare say thereis @ picture of your mam- | ta-morrow like anything.  Mrs. Blake usedio

e 7 suzzested Helen,
“ Ab yos, bat papa keeps that Tt is set:
ronnd with pearls and dizmondy, and Tamto |
have it some day when Lam old caough. I
wizh the time would dy faster, for T v quite !
tired of waiting so long for all my Dbeautiful
things.”

“But when you are older you will think it
13 too fast. and may wish to stop it porhaps,”
sand Hele e often think the days are!
9 shott for all we want to do”

<Ol no, indeed ! 1 shall take care to have!
samte new ploasure every day, awd then, you
kaow, there will always be somethiog to nuke 1
ma wirh for to-morrow.”

TLe young visitors looked al each other,
ot knowing how to converse with thwir
thonghtlezs hitle hostess: ad while the boys
wnnsedd themsetves in the oliservatory, the sis
ters hezan to watch for the signal of their re-

" inrn home.

When thut time arrived, Mabe kissed them |
wfectionately, and promied soon tocome and
¢ al} their pretty things, which, she waa dis-
appointed to leara, conststed chiclly ol flowers
ainl hooks, a cat, aud some pet pigeons.

At bed-time, Mabel reconnted tise eveats of
e day to her talkative waiting-maid, and re-}
ceived unbourded sympathy i 2ll her mort-
fieations.

“For my part T wonder at their boldness
in taiking so to you, Miss,” said Janet; “that
Master Walter, that people say is 1o he so
clever, will never bea geatleman, to my think-
inng; vou should have put him dowz for cou-
tradicting vou so flal.”

“1 do wot like him at all; he skall never
comeagain, exclaimed Mabel. “ Bat what
a pity that Esther's mamma will not altow
her to have loag curls.  Did you ever hear of
such a foolish thing 2"

«I den's believe they would ever look as,

sy your mamma’s was beautiful; and when
she had dressed-her all in white satin and lace,
and put on her jewels, she Jooked like a real
aned, and 1 do believe Mes. Blake alimost
thought <he was one too.”

« Aad I will look the same when T have

carown o little taller; and then, Junet, yon

shall dress me in satin and lace, and T will
wear all those beawtifal ornaments too that
are locked up in the wardrobes and kept ouly
for me.  How delightful it will be! Bat,

fJaned, dow't you think Esther Severn is a

very pretty little aird 27

[ Jdon't think anything of Les by the side
of I know who. Sogood night, Miss Mabel.”
And the yonag iady, with her thonghis full of
a yet Jistant {uture, and a heart full of well-
watered wends: mede Janet set by her bed-
side, and tel} stories of knights and princessea-
antil she fell asleep.

( Zo be continued)

i e A T A e——

THE S\BBATH.

The Sabbath is old as the creation, Lt
me feel the reverance dne to an institution
s0 orizinated aed of such antiquity; and
let me ke an especial lesson from the
use to which it was appointed by God.
He rested from the faborsof the preceding
week. O that I could mako the day thus
sot apart, and for such a purpese, a day-of
holy rest from the secularities and cares of
our everyday world! Thereby Isheuld at
once both sanctity and enjoy it, making it
aday alike of pleaswre and profit to my
soul. But for this and let my conversation
b in heaveu—let my pleasure lie in com-
munion with God.. Quicken me, O*Lord¥
with a senge and percgption of the things.
of faith—Dr. Chalmers:
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THE ORPHAN.

Some time ago I made the acquaintance
of a young boy, having neither tather nor
mother, who was picked up in the street,
carried to the Foundling Hospital, and
sent o nurse in a peasant’s family, aud
there numbered with the otber children—
that is to say, Jack did as the others did,
bur be was verv far from receiving the
sune  treatment. The children taunted
him with his birth, the mistress of the
househoid fed him on seraps, the father
made him do ail the hardest work, the

doy was the ouly oue who licked Lis hand ;

witheat any  distinciion, and lived on
friendly terms with the orphan boy.

Jack had got used to his po:ition; he
felt that there was nothing owing to him,
and accordingly he asked for nothing; if
e was overlooked Bo would go without
kis dinver and make no complaint, just
as, alas! he had to go without the caresses
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brought back some trifling presents for all
his family, and distributed them among
them. Iven the dog came in for a bit of
cake. Juck sot nuthing,—hedid not belong
to auy of them. )

1 bappened to be preseat that time, and
my heart really bled, but Jack secemed to
look upen it asa mere matter of course,
and leut his knife to cut up the Jast Jaimy
bit that remained.  His knifebeing given
back to him, he wiped it carefully, watched
them eating away, and was much pleased
to see them enjoy themselves.
My twn came now. I went to the
ighboring town and brought back a fin:
¢ book full of colored prints, whieh 1
displaved to the asseinbled family, an
nouncing that this magnificent volume had
been made over to moto give to whickever
of them 1 fiked.

«Me: melme!” was heard from all the
little voices arvound.

« Geatly! T canmot give it to you all;

of the mother, the kindly words of thejto divide it would be to spoil it.—it must
master, and the gawes of the children. | befong to ore of you only; the question is,

He was always at hand to run errands
aned be of use to the rest, too wiften to re-
ceive chanee blows when any one was in

an ill-humor and did not know  whan tel

who is to be that one?”
«], Lecawse I'm the eldest.”
«], whko can read Letter than hel”
«1, who will be g0 very good,” said

fall upen.  1f auvthing waslost, Jack was , litte girl.

called to an account for it

If anything,

T, who am always good,” aflirmed one

wis done badly, be was sure to Le pro-of the bors.

wounced i tault. In short, the poor fellow §
ended by really  believing himself respon- |

sible for whatever it was that went wrong
in thebouse.
Afier 2 certain namber of vewrs the hes.

Ail four stretched out their hands, and
looked greedily at the coveted book.

« And you, Jack,” sud I to the orphas
—bue Jack did net answer, ©would not
t vou Jike these pictures?” Sl the same

pital ieft off paving for Jack's support. He isilence.  «Now, then, Jack, let us hear
was completely thrown upon the wide | you put in your cizim to it.”

workd, but he did aot abandon his adopt-

ed family.  He remaived among the other
children, working hard and eating little,
telonging to no one, having no claim upon
any otie, and accordingly clwiming nothing.

Oue day the mother, retwmping fiom the
village, annouuced thar some ove had
given her an apple for each of her children.
All came running, and all bad theirapple
with the exception of Jack, who no mare
thought of coming forward than the
mother did of iuviting him.  There
was indeed an apple over, but it was put
by for the morrov.

Qn another cccasien the father. who
bad been to the fair and sold hiscattle well

“1 have none.”

“Youa would not care for it then "

«l?”

«Yes, you”

« 10s much too fine for me.”

#Its yours,,my friend, for «li that.”

Reader, was I not quite right, tell me,
in this preference shown to poor Jack?
Do you notshare it yourself, and were you
not pleased to find that he did get the
book after 2il?  Nay, more, bave you not
felt somewhat provoked with the four
boastful litle creatures who coutended for
my gift: piquing themselves upon being the
eldest, upon knowing how to read, upon
ihaving zlwuys been good, or going: slways
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tobeso? I am quite sure that you, too, | who will then exclaim, “Be merciful to
would have decided in favor of poor{me a siuner?” Doubtless those who raise
humble little Jack, this ery at the present hour.

Well, then, T will now go further, and as- And now, reader, in which of these
sert that in this you would haveacted like ] classes are you? Do you boast your virtues.
the Lord Jesus Himself. Listen to the story | or confess your sins?
that He bas told us on this very subject.{ Ah, my friend it is not enough to side
Two men entered into the temple to pray. | with litile Jack, the ill-used orphan, not
The cne confidently declared to the Al-]enongh to eondemn the arrogant Pharisee
mighty that he was not as other men, un-{ who exalts himseli'in the presence of God,
just, impure; that he fasted every week, ! and to approve the abasement of the pub-
qave alms, and was even much superior tolliean.  The essential point is each for
that man, that was at that moment pray-| himself to avoid the confidence of the one,
inz behind him. Moanwhile that o'.lmr!nml to imitate the humility of the other
man dil not dare come furward—lid | Gad resisteth: the proud, and giveth grace
not dave ook up; ha kept smiting uponito the humble. It is not for thuse who
his brenst and erying, « God Le merciful to | believe  themselves righteous that Jesus
me asinner!” i diedd, but for those who feel their need of

You all keow the rest; Jesus informs ns grace and pardon. T kuow well that you
that the latter was preferrad 1o the forn ¢ adimsit yourselfto be a sinner, but do you so
—the Lonster returned  without havinr ¢ believe the fact as to crv for merey? It is

and merey, the poor self-eondenined, des - for you o auswer and 10 judge whether
ponling sinner went home forgiven. "merey shou'd be granted vou or not.

~ another his-: 1<t not singalar that .eea shonid go
tory, which has not yet inde2d came 1o pass, ' on combining such contradictory  clanses
Lt witl find its aeoomplishment s the Day 1as these.—¢ Ldo nothing wrong, and Gad
of Jubonent.  There will be men and iwill forgive me!”  Why, if you do noth-
 there to wham Jesus will say: « I ingr wrang, vou do not need pardon; where-
and  ve visited me not: ] wasias, if you require i, it can only be on ae-
el ve mave me no meat”  Aad | count wi some wrong-doing.  Theinuacent
rsons will reply : “When then did | are not forqven.
welenve thee 0 suifer unbocded? Never,d Do you know who they ava who fall into
never ™ O the other hawdd, to other man § this confusion of mind about pardan and
L awl wonien the same Jesus will say: « T well-doing?  They are the worst of all
was hnrgeey, aud ye gave me meat; ek, §sianers, doubly guilty; gailty for having
and i opri and ye visited me”  And; comming! fanits fike others, and guilty in
‘hiey, ton, wiil reply: « When orwhere did | refusing to eonfess them. And it is Just
we suceor thee, Lord? Never, never! ™) this donbie iniguity which God will by no
Thus yout see, evenat the Dav of Julg. jmeans char. If you are gool, renounce
went, some will boast of not havinz done{all elim to a pardon veserved for sinners;
ill, while others will marvel to b told that !t yon implore forgiveness, own thit you
they have done well. Samie wiil Le prand, {need it Jesas has said. I am not come
confilent—others humble and  conirite. | to ¢ali the righteous, bat. sinners to rapen.
The language of some will be: «1 am aitance,” and if you read the history of {lis
worthy character, aud have nothing where- ! {ife on ¢arth, von will see that all thase to
with 1o reproach myself;” of others—My | whom the Lord offerel the kinglom of
God, I am a sinner.  Be merciful!  he | Heaven are not deserving sainis, hut troely
werciful!™  And to the first Jesus will | pagloned'sinners, )
veply, “Depart!™ to the las, « Cume, ye! Wha was that waeping woman to whom
blesed of my Father; " ,Jesus said, “Thy faith has saved theat”
But who, it may beasked, are those who' A woman that was a sinuer,
at the lasiday will boast of having always!  Who was Zaccheus, to whom the Savier
been respectable, aud of never having done! declared, « This day is sulvuion came to
harm to nny? Probably the sume who; thine house?™ A false accuser and de-
take rofuge in these pretensions now. Aud frauder ready o repair his wrongs.

1
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Who was she to whom Jesus spoko tho
words, ** Neither do 1 condemn theef” A
woman taken in adultery, who had nothing
1o say in selfjustification.

Who was the dying man on the cross
ta Jesug’ right hand, to whom Jesus pro-
mised Pandise on that very day? A
thief contessing his erimes, and praying (o
the Savior,

What was Potor when the Lovd received
him back into His favor? A yepentant
renegade.

What was David, the man atter Gol's
own heart? A criiniual who wept night
and day over his misdeeds.

Yes, pardon if you will, but pardon
only to those who feel and mouwrn their
sins.  Without this, there is only strict
justice to be looked for, and that is but

another word for condenmation. But there
is no condemnation for those who heartily
humble themselves and  heartily trust in
Jesus Christ—.V. Roussel.

THE LORD MY BAXNXNER.

s e ———— - v—

If God beon wmy side,
Then et who will oppose.
For oft, ere now, to him I cried
And hie hath quelled my foos.
If desus be wmy friend,
1rGod doth love me well,
What matters all my foos intend.
Though strong they be, and fell.

Teore 1 can firmiy rost,
1 dare 1o boast of tiis,
That God, the highest and the best,
My Friend and Father is.
Froin dangerons snares e saves 5
Where'er be bids me go,
He checks the storms and calins the waves,
Nor lets sught work we woe.

1 rest upon the ground
Qf Jesus and his blood,

For ‘tis through him that [ bave found
The true eterusl Good.

Naught have I of mine own,
Naught in the life Ilead :

What Christ hath given mc, that alone
13 worth all love indecd.

*

His Spirit in 1ae dwelly,

Ue'r all oy mind he reins,

All care and gaducss ho dispels,
And soothes atway all paing ;

o prospore day by day,
Itig work within my heart,

THI T have strength and faith ‘to say,
Thow, God, my Father art.

When weakness on me lies,
And tempts me to despair,
Ho gpeaketl wosids and utters sighs
Of more than wortal prayer;
But what no tongue can tell,
Thou, God canst hear and see
Who readest in the hoart full well
If aught there pleaseth thee.

o whispers in 13y Lreast
Sweet words of holy cheer,

How hie who seelty in God his resy,
Shall ever find him near;

Jow God hath built, above
A ¢ty fair and new,

Where eye and hoart shall see and prove
What fuith bath counted trug.

There is prepaved on high,
My herftage, my fot
Though here on earth 1 fail and die,
My heaven shall fail we not
Though here my days aro dark,
Aud oft my tears must rain,
Where'er wy Saciourslight [ mark,
All tivings grow bright again.

Who joing him to that Lerd
Whom Satan flivs and hates,

Shsll Gad himsell despised, abliorred :
For him the burden waits

Of mockery and shamte,
Heaped on his guiltless head §

Aud crosses, trials, cruel blame,
Shall be his daily bread.

1 knew it loag ere now,
Yet am ! notafraid 5
The God to whom 1 pledged 1oy vow
Wil surcly send me aid.
Atcost of all I have,
Atlcost of life and limb,
1 cling to Goq, who yet shall save,
1 will not turn from hi.

‘The world may fail and flee,
Thon standest fast for ever §

Not fire, or sword, or plague, from theo
My trusting soul shall sever.

No hunger and 2o thirst, .
N0 poverty or pain, .
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Y.¢t mighity princes do their worst,
‘Shall fright me back agaln.

No joys that angels know,
No throne or witde-spread fame,
No love or loss, no fear or woc,
No gricf, of heart or shame—
Man cannot sught concelve
0f pleasuro or of harm,
That c’cr could tempt iy soul to leave
fler refuge in thine arm.

My heart for gladness springs,
1t eannot more be sad,

For every joy it laughs and sings,
Sees nanght but sunshine glad,
Tho sun that glads miune eyes, *

1s Christ, the Lord 1 love,
¥ sing for joy of that which lics,
Stored up for us above.

PavL GERILARDT.
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THE BENDED KNEE.

o when the morning shineth—
(io when tho noon is bright—

Go when the eve declineti—
Go in the hush of night :—

Go with pure mind and feeling,
Fling earthly thoughts away,

And in thy chamber kneeling,
Do thou iu sceret pray.

Remember all who love thee—
Al who are loved by thee—
Pray, too, for those who late thee,
If any such there be 5
Then for thyselfin meckness,
A blessing humbly claim,
Aud link with each petition
Thy dear Redeemers nazue.

Or if *tis bere denied thee,
In golitwde to pray—
Should holy thoughts come oe'r thee,
When friends are ronnd thy way ;
E'en then the silent breathing,
Of thy spirit raised above,
Will reach His throne of glory,
Who is mercy, trath and love.

Oh! not a joy or blessing,
With this can we compare—
The power that Ho has given us
To pour our souls in prayer !

GOOD NEWS, 315

Whene'er thou pin‘st in sadnese, -
Reforg is foutstool! fall,
And remember fo thy gladness,
118 grace who gave thee all,
—Sunday Magazine.

—— @ e e

IMMORTATATY.

Cliistinnity is not the firet to teach the
doctrine of immortality; but the pae
cepts of our Lord wre the best and only
practical teaching for one who would live
as an immortal being. T remember to
have read how some of those who perished
in the French revolution, in which they
had themselves acted a part rassed “their
last night upon earth in striving to re-
suscitate their hopes of immortality, of
which the false philosophy current at
that time had cheated them by going over
such arguments as those in the “Phulo”
of Plato, and the tumbril of the cxecu-
tione: arrived whilst the problem was yel
unsolved.  Few spectacles are more sl
than this, The hope that they enuld
afford to trifle with in life, they felt after
in the hour of Jdeath.  But a month of
Christian obedience would have tanght
them more of the nature of their own
souls than all the reasoning that pagan
teachars ever wove together,  If we seizs
Chyist's promises and in them, the belief
in immortality will become a past of us;
and in the hour of death we shall not be
suffzred to fall into doubts abcut that to
which we Have an inward witness in
ourselves.

THE THOUGHTS.

Chrigtians, get your thoughts to be well
exercised ; be much in thinking; think of
tire goodness, and kindness, 2sd holiness,
and compassion of the Lord; think of
Christ, of his iove, of his life, of Lis death,
of his bowels, and  everlasing kindness,
think often what great things the Lord
hath done for your souls; think what ye
would that he should do for you; much
thinking ou God and holy things, will
leave a holy tincture on your hearts, will
by degices do much to the begettiog holy
babits and dispositions in you; the Lord
uges to convey down much of his holy
image and likeness upon the heart by the
thoughts. —2R. Allcine:
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THE TEACHING OF CHRIST'S
MIRACLES.

Had Christ appeared upon earth with
no super-human power, the world might
have justly gsked for proofs of his high
commission. When an ambassador goes
from any npation to a foreign court the
first thing he produces is his credentials,
So with Christ, he did not come to earth
unaccredited. He both confirmed faith,
aud confounded unbelief by his w0nderful
wotks. Aund that Christ’s miracles were
wenuine, there is all the evidence which
#L this’ remote period of time could be
cedred. He who insinnates that they
might have been nothiug more than well
'planed imposture, must be prepared to
admit, that Lis own perception is keener
than that of the whole Jewish nation of
Clirist’s day, for no one then denied their
reality. The testimony of even his enemies
was “This man doeth many miracles.”
We have as strong proofs: that Christ per-
formed miracles, as most of ‘us have of
the existance of foreign countries, We all
lelieve therc is such a place as Japan,
zlthough we have never been there our-
selves, nor yet couversed with auyone who
bas visited it.  And upon what grounds
do we believe that there issuch an Island ?
Simply upon the testimony of others.
Why then call in question the same proof
with regard to the miracles of Jesus? The
people of his day were no doubt as apt at
detection as what we are now, aud they
believed them to be genuine.

Some eminent men of our own times
contend that Satan can graut the power
to work miracles, and they point to the
miracles of the Egyptian magicians as an
instance; snd they say a miracle only
substantiates one of two things, that its
performer is either assisted by God, or
by Satan. Be this as it may, one thing
we know, that the miracles ‘attributed to
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Satan differ widely from thiose attn‘butﬁd
to Christ. If Satan has performed any

‘miraclea at all, he has pérformed no

miracles of mercy, which Chbrists all
were, with one solitary exception—the
cursing of the fig tree. A corrupt foun
tain cannot send forth pure water; neither
do men gather grapes off thistles, hiot figs.
{rom bramble bushes.

The miraceles of Christ- then; taken in

counexion with his own assertions,” prove -

him tb be the son of God with power.
Behold him tieading in majesty the white
crested waves of the Galileean lake, while
the vessels of the mariuer are tossed as
play things upon its bosom. He asks for
peace, and 1o sooner thau said, the boiling
surges hide their heads, and the howling
wmda fiy back to their mountain homes.
Say, is not this the very God of the storm.
See himn at the matriage at Cana of
Gallilee, where the water reddens into wine
at his command : there, he stands forth as
the bountiful one, who at vintage time
hangs up the clusters of. grapes upon the
vine, and in the deser: of Bethsaids,
where the five barley ¢akes swell out mys-
teriously to feed the hungry multitudes,
does he not show himsalt to- be identical
with Him, whs, in his unbounded benifi-
cence causes the harvest to rise up yearly
from grains beneath the wil. How glorious
is hie person! A healing virtue is bound
up in the sKiris of his garment. The
wonder is niot that there was one Zaczhaus,
who got up into the Sycomore tree to
look at him, but the wonder is that there
were so-few. For death yielded up its
charge, the grave sent back its festaring

dead at his.word, and diseasa flad at hu
touch. Multitudes followed him frot city
to city, and strange ‘multitudes these!
The ecripple from the womb stood up

straight, sud walked by his side, the
dumb sung hosanniis tohis name. the deaf
listened to his sermons, and the born blind

l
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Pazed with wonder, st hia volume spesking] o rauch for one picture. Now fir

ove. ver man wrought worka like this | another. ) -
ve.  Neve 3 Come with usinto this'little dark alley,

man; for be oaly is the God-man, who and up a flight of ruinous stairs. Ttis «
turned the laws of naturo at his will, even | y;pter night, and the wind and snow mighit
ay ho-turneth the riems of waters. Lot | drive turongh the crevices of that poar
#he who would deny bis divinity study {room, were it not that caveful hands have
Nis acts afresh, and if they canuot discover | Stopped them with puper or cloth. But,
. ¥ . For all this carefulness, the room is  bitter
in them the merey aud the mizhe of 3| colt—eold evon with those few decayinz
God, it s because their understandings | hrands on the hearth, which that sorrow
are wilifully blinded, and they wili not see. | ful woman is trying to kindle with he
XY 7 ;l»g'eulh: Do youn see that pale, 13lt]e, thin

< aird, with laree, bright eves, wha is cronch-

oS 1ine g0 near her mother Z—harks ! how she

B HOW DO WE ENOW!? _ toongis! Now lisien.
E—— i Mary my dear ¢inld,” says the mother,
BY NRS. }i. B. STOWE. dy keop that shawl close zbout yous you
—_— > "are colid, 1 kaow;” and the woman shiver

Tt was & splendid room.  Rich custning as she speaks, .
swept down  the floor jn graceful folls, 1 «No, mother, not 2ery,” replies the
half excluding the light, and the shedding  child, again relapsing into that hollow,
it in soft hues over the fine ofd paimings  ominous eouxh.  “I wish you wouidn't
on the walis, and over the broad 1airrors  malke me alwazs wear your shawl when it
that reflect all that taste can accomplisih ;is cold, mother.”
by the hand of wealth.  Books, the rarest s «Dear chind, you need it most,  How
and wost eistly, were avonud, in everyiyew congh to-night ” weplies the mother:
form of worgeous binding and gilding, and really’ don't seem right for me to saned
among them, ghittering ia ornameng, fay  you up that lony, cold street, now your
a magnificent Bible—a Bible too benutifal Shoes lave grownso poor, wo; T must go
1 its appointinents, too showy, 100 orni- my=elf, afier thiz”
mental, ever o have been mesnt to be: @O, mother, you must stay  with the
read—a Pible which every visitor shoutl bghy—uwhat " ke should have one of these
take ap and exelaim, “What a lbeawtifel | dreadiad fits while vou are gone? No, L
edition! what superb binding " and then  can wo vory well. T have gov used to the
tay it down again, teold naw "

And the master of the honse was lounz- + «Bat, mother, I'm cold” says a litte
ag on the sofi, laoking over a late review | voice from the scanty bed in the corner;
—for he was a mun of leiswie, taste, and mayn’t 1 get up and ¢ me to the fire#”
reading—hut, then, as to reading thei  “Dear chill, it woulkl not warm you:
Bible, that fiarns, we suppose, 1o put of it is very eabl here, and I can’t make any
the preteasions of & mere man of letters, { mora fire tonight.”

The Bible—certainly he considercd it a°  «Why ean't’ you, mother? There are
very respectuble book—a fine speciman of : four whole sticks of wooid in the box; do
ancient literature—an admirzble book of , put one on, and let’s get warm once.”
moral preceptss .but then, as to its Diviae | “No, my dear little Henry,” says the
origin, he bad ot exactly made up his ! mother, soothingly, “that is all the wood
mind: some parts appeared  steange and { mother has, and I haven’t any  money
inconsistent 10 ! is reasony others were re- | get ore.” .

volting to lis tastet true, he had never| And now wakens the sick baby in the
studied it very attentivelv, yet such was|eradle, and mother and danghter sre both
his general impression about it; but; on i for 2ome time busy in attempting to sap-
the whole, he thouglt it weli enough to L ply its little wants, and lnlling it again 1o
keep an elegaunt copy of it on his drawing- | sleep. .

raom Lable, And now look you well at that mother
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Six monthe ago sheliad a husband, whose
carnings procured for her both the neces-
saries and comforts of life: her children
were clothed, ted, and  schooled, without
thought of hers.  But husbandless, friend-
Juss, nud alone, in the beart of a gveat busy
city, with feeble heahh, and .only the pre-
carions resouree of her needle, she has gone
down from comfoit to extreme poverty.

GOOD NEWS,

Father's house are many mansious. So
pou see, wmy children, we shall not always
?i\‘e in this little, cold, dark room. Jesus
Christ has promised to take us to u better
home.”

o Shall we be warm there all day?”
saps the little boy, earnestly; “and ehall
we have enough to eat "

“Yes, dear child,” says the mother;

Look at her now, as she is to-night.  Shet“listen to what the Bible says; ¢ They
kuows full well that the pale. bright-eved | shull hunger no move, neither thirst any
girl, whase hollow cough constantly rings | more; for the Lamb which is in the midst
fu ber eary, is far from well.  She knows | of the throne shall feed them; and God
that cold, and hunger, and exposure of j shall wipe away all tears from their eyes.”
avery kind, are daily and surely wc:uing{ *1 am glad of that,” said Jtle Mary;
away herlife,  And yet what can she doj i« for, mother, 1 nover can bear to se¢ youn
Poorsoul! how many times has she cal- | ery.”

culated all her linle resonrces, to see if] * But, mother.” sayslittle Heory, “ won't
=be could pay 2 doctor and get’ medicine | Go send ugsomethiug to ea to-morrow ¥’
for Magy—vet all in vain. Sho knows that{  *See,” says the motber, “what the
timely medicine, ease, {resh air, and warnth » Bible says: ¢ Scek ye not what yoshall eat,
mighi save ber; but she kaows that all { nor what yeshall drink, neither be of anx-
these things are out of the question for;icusmind.  For your Father kuoweth that

her,  She feels, oo, as a mother wonld !
feel when she secs her once rosy, bappy
little boy beeoming pale, nnd anvious and
fretfuly and even when he teases her most,
she only stops her work a moment, and
strokes his little thin checks, and thinks
whar a Jaughing, happy litls fellow
hie onee was, till she has not heart to re-
prove him.,  And all this day she has toil-
ed with a sick and fretful baby in her lap,
aud her livde shivering hungry boy at her
side, whom Mary’s patient artifiees cannot
always keep quiet; she has toiled over the
3ust picee of work which she can procure
from the shop, for the man has told her!
that after this he can furnish no more;’
and the little mone®thut is to come from
this iz aiready proportioned outin herown
mind, and after that she bas no human,
prospect of support.

But yet that woman's face is patient, :
yuiet, firm.  Nay, vou may even see in*
hersusiering eya something like peace,
And whence comesit? I will tell you.

There is a Bible in that room, a5 well
az in the rich man’s apa:tment. e Not
splendidly Lound, to be sure, but faitbfully
rexd—a plain, homely, much-wors book.

Hearken, now, whileshe saysto her
children, “Listen to me, dear childven, and

1 will read you something out of this book.
*Let uot your beart be troubled; in my |

ve have vesd of these things"”

“Bat, mother,” says livtle Mary, «if
God is omr Fatber, and loves us, what
does he iet us be so poor for?”

“ Nay," says the mother, “our dear
Lord Jesus Christ was as poor as we are,
aud God certaiuly Joved him.”

“ Was be mother$”

¢ Yes, children; you remember how he
said, «The Son of man hath not whera to
lay his head”  And it tells us more than
oneg that Jesus was hungry when (here
was none to give him foud.”

+«Oh, moth2r, what shonld we do with-
out the Bible?” says Mary.

New, if the rich man, who had not yet
made up his wind what to think of the
Bible, shonld visit this poor womwar, and
ask her on whi she grounded her belief
of its truth, what oonld she answer?—
Could she give the arzuments from mira.
cles and prophecy. Conld she account for
all the changes which might have taken
Pace ip it through trauslators and copyists,

.and prove thay we bave agenuineand uncor-

rupied version? Not she! But bow, then,
doesshekuow thatitistrue? I{ow,say you?
How does she kuow that she has warm
life-blood in her heart? Iow does she
know there is such a thing as air and sun-
shine? She does not lelieve these things,
she Anows them;and, in like manner,
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‘with adeep heart-conseiousness, she is cer-
tain that the words of her Bible are truth
and life. Is it by reasoning that the frigh-
teued child, bewildored in the durk, knows
its mother's voico? No! ror is it only by
reasoning that the forlorn and distressed
hwmau heart knows the voice of its Saviour,
and isstill,

Should all the forms that men devise

Agsanit my faith with treacherous art,

1'd call then vanity and lies,
And bind the gospel to wy heart.

Tract Magazine.

THE EIGHTII COMMANDMENT.

WE read in ancient bistory of a king,
who, wher he published his laws, Lad *lem
written on plates of brass, but set up on
pillars so high that the people could not
read them. Stll, if thay did not kbeptho

daws be mado, he said he would punish |

them. This wus very unreasonable. It
was very wicked, Tow difivrently from
this God acted iu publishing his laws! —
He first come down upon the top of Mount
Sinai, and spoke the words of His faws in
a voice like thunder. All the peoplearound
the mountain heard distinetly every word
He said. Then he wrote His laws on ta.
bles of stone, that would’nt wear out, so
-that the people might always have # copy
of them uearat hand, and read, and under-
stand them, Aud now we have these laws
printed in our Bibles. And these Bibles
we bave always near us.- They ave mn our
churches, in our schools, and in our homes,
50 that we can turn to them at any time,
and fiu