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Our Magazine.

HE Editor of the “Stanley Parish Magazine
¢ is a little hard on “QOwr Magazine” in
> his February number. IHe says: «¢The
Chronicle,’ a Diocesan organ, was pushed to the
wall by the existence of the « Kingston Deanery?”
organ, and now, like a two-edged sword, this same
organ seems to aim at the life of Parish Magazines,
against the existence of which it spoke about a year
ago.” Really, we are at a loss to know how “K.
D. M.” pushed the “Chronicle” to the wall. We
had no intention of trying such a heavy undertak-
ing, The “Chronicle” died a natural death as it
was said, died for want of funds and subscribers,
without any help towards that end by the «K. D.
M.” Gladly would we have joined in making it o
Diocesan organ, but it was beyond our power at
the time of its inception, and before our little help
could be given it was dead. Surely this was not
our fault?

But the Editor tells us that i nwme the «K. D,
M. is a thing of the past, and yet the “Deancry
Magazine” is a two-edged sword aiming at the life
of Parish Magazines. All that we have ever said
we are willing to repeat, viz.: that we consider it
a thing impossible to keep a lot of small Parish
Magazines going in the Diocese, and that it would
be far better to adopt one of them as a Diocesan
Periodical and give up the rest. We are conscious
also of having made the proposal to give up owr
selves in favour of such a Diocesan Magazine.
What more could be done?

The criticism of our friend on our new name is
not too bad, but he must pardon us if we say it is
not new. What could the Editor of «XK. D. M.”
do? He had not the sanction of authority to call
the « K. D. M.” «The Fredericton Diocesan Maga-
zine,” but he had the approval of all the Rural
Deans save two. Why not then “The Deanery

Magazine?” It has never been said that a «Parish _

Magazine ” is out of place by way of a name, and
we quite agree that the name “FREDERICTON
Diocesax MacaziNe ” is preferable to either name,
but we have not quite impudence enough to assume
the title and take the risks. YWhen the time comes,
and we hope it may soon come, we shall feel quite
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at liberty to take the advice of our Stanley con-
temporary and “ change our name once more.”’

We were much gratified a short time since to
hear that the St. Andrews and Woodstock Dean-
eries had formally adopted «The Deanery Maga.
zine,” and that it had been favourably considered
by the Clergy of the Deanery of St. John. All we
want now is an increase of about 400 subseribers
and we shall feel pretty comfortable. The IFred-
cricton Deanery has not declined to adopt «Qur
HMMagazine,” but requires more time for reflection,

Several subscribers have veturned their copies
for March marked “refused” after having kept
those of January and February without any remit.
tance or acknowledgment. It has been repeatedly
stated that mny person retaining the January
number will be held responsible for the whole
year’s subscription, 30 cents, and we think we ave
fully entitled to that amount. We are ready,
however, to meet our friends half way, and now say
that we will accept 25 cents as a small fine for those
who may wish to “discontinue” in less than four
months of the year. It must appear unfair that
people should make use of our time and give us
the expense of printing and sending their copies
without any return except a “re¢fusal.”

Correspondents have now been appointed for
five of the Deancrics.  We shall bope to hear from
them regularly, and not later than the 25th day of
each month.

Tertuilian,

—

A. D. 160—A. D. 240,

L

F'T is remarkable that the carliest writers of
éT Christianity wrote in Greek. It is of nc con-
% sequence where they lived or to whom they
wrote, Greek was the language employed. It was
the language at once of culture and commerce; and
while no learned man would regard his education
as complete without a knowledge of Greek, no
commercial man could afford to be ignorant of it.
It was the one universal Janguage of the Roman
Empire. S. Clement of Rome wrote in Greek:
S. Ignatius writing to the Romans employs the
same language. The various Bishops of Italy at
that carly date, who have left writings, are found
to have written in Greek,

The fivst writer whose works in Latin have come
down to us is the African writer, Tertullian.

"Though we know little if anything of him except
what he himself tells us, yet his vehement and
fervid character is seen throughout his writings.
He wrote so much and so freely that we can learn

very much indecid, not only about the doctrine and
worship of the Church, but also about the heathen
world around, and the dificulties which encoun-
tered the Christians at home and abroad.

IIc was born of heathen parents about A. D. 160,
and though he dared the heathen authorities in
many wavs; ridiculed their idolatrous worship;
| threatened the magistrates with God’s anger;
. mocked their powerlessness to stop the growth of
the Church; and proclaimed the injustice of per-
secuting faultless and useful members of the State,
he seems to have escaped persecution himself and
to have died an old man about A, D. 240.

s father was a proconsular centurion, a position
which perhaps would answer somewhat to our
aid-de-camp to the Governor General. He was
recognized as talented while yet a lad, and received
a very good education. He was most likely in-
tended for ofticial life in connection with the
government, to which his father's position would
be likely to introduce him; and if he were not
actually a lawyer, practising in the courts, yet his
style of writing and continual employment of law
terms and phrases, show that he was very familiar
with the practice of Roman law. He was a married
man, without children.

One of the causes of his conversion to Christi-
anity was the same as that which attracted the
attention of Justin Martyr, the constancy and firm
demeanour of Clristians under the severest per-
secution. Next he heard demoniacs, or persons
possessed by demons, confessing that the new belief
was the true one. This led him to enquire into the
question, and he was converted about A. D. 192;
and soon afterwards, married man as he was, he
was admitted to the priesthood.

Then came a greater trial, one which has tried
the faith of many good men in ancient and modern
times. The Jews have a tradition that Abraham
in his hospitality once entertained a fire-worshipper;
and when he sa'v him worshipping the Sun at dawn,
he drew his sword in his indignation and would
have killed the idolator in his act of idolatrous
worship. But God’s voice called to Abraham (as
the tradition runs): ¢“Stay thine hand. I have
borne with that man for sixty years, and caanot
you bear with him a few hours?” A similar error
continually reappears, and has been constantly con-
demmned by the Christian Church.  “A bruised reed
shall e not break; and smoking flax shall He not
quench.” Tertullian in his eager desire to make
men and especially Christians perfect joined in his
later life a party, which became a seet, whose
endeavours it was to enforce rigorously a sterner
asceticism than that required by the Church. The




-

THE DEANERY MAGAZINE. . 3

parables of the tares and the wheat, and of the net
which gathered of every kind, were recognized by
the Church as foretelling in some sort the presence
of lax and even bad members within the Church.
This Tertullian could not brook, and he joined the
sect of the Montanists and thus forfeited the title
of Saint, which he would otherwise have borne;
though his error has aver been looked upon with a
lenient and sorrowing eye.

His writings ave grand in their vigorous and im-
passioned utterances. IHis scorn of the heathen idols
and worship is uttered with the highest irony. His
ridicule of their folly and immorality is scathing:
and all belp us to realize the heathen surrounding
with which Christians were annoyed and offended.

Persecution burst on the Church in Africa with
great violence when it began. The Christians
there towards the end of the second century were
to be numbered by thousands, aye millions. He
gays in his apology: “We are but of yesterday,
and we have filled every place among you, cities,
islands, castles, towns, court houses, camps, tribes,
wards, palace, Senate, forum; we leave you the
Temples only. For what war are we not fit
(though we are not anxious for it), though unequal
in forces, for we are willing to be put to death, if
it were not more lawful with us to be slain than to
slay. 'Why, unarmed and not rebellious, but only
at variance with you, we could fight against you by
the ill-will of- secession and nothing more. TFor if
we should in such 4 body of men break away from
you to some remote corner of the world, the loss of
so many excellent citizens would shame your gov-
ernment, aye, and bring punishment upon it. Why,
you would be frightened at your loneliness, at the
silence of the streets, and the numbness about you
as if the world were dead.” This is doubtless the
exaggeration of rhetoric; but still it shows that
their numbers must have been recognized as very
great. Against them the heathen, put to shame by
their quietude and virtuous behaviour, rose, and
endeavoured to stir themselves and others to attack
the Christians by uttering false accusations of
ridiculous and abominable practices. First, they
were accused of not worshipping the heathen gods.
Tertullian says: This is quite trune. Yet what do
you worship? What respect do you pay to your
gods? If you are short of ready money you take
one to tho pawnshop, If another is broken you
melt him down into a saucepan or a ladle. Why,
you put your national gods into a sale catalogue
and sell them off by auction. Don’t be surprised,
therefore, if we think nothing of them.

Then they accused them of worshipping a figure
with an ass’s head. Here we havé a sadly interest~

ing picture to present to our veaders. Tertullian
tells us they paraded through the streets ridiculous
and blagphemous pictures of what they called tho
GOD of the Christians. Oune such was paraded at
Rome. Now, on November 11, 1857, there was
discovered in the ruins of the Palatine Palace at
Rome aseribbled picture on the wall which must be
roferred to the commencement of the third century,
and will illustrate this allusion of Tertullian.

WarL Scriserk AT Roxe cir. A. D, 200.

A figure in a tunic is making the customary
gesture of adoration; the man has just kissed his
hand in act of worship. This is referred to by the
Patriarch Job, who professes his freedom irom
idolatry. He says, speaking of the worship of sun
and moon: “If I beheld the sun when it shined, or
the moon walking in brightness and my heart Liuth
been secretly enticed, or my mouth hath kissed my
hand : this were iniquity to be punished by the
judge.”* The inscription is in Greek and means
s« Alexamenos is worshipping his God.” Tertullian
traces the error to a historian who said that the
Jews worshipped an asg’s head because in the
wilderness wild asses had led them to water springs.
But the same writer acknowledged that when the
victorious Romans burst into the Holy of Holies
there was nothing at all there.

Then they were accused of worshipping the
Cross, because they reverenced the Cross as the
“sign of the Son of Man.” The early Christianc
constantly used the sign of the Cross to remind
themselves of their Lord, but they never could
worship any one or anything but God. Many
peisons nowadays are stirred up to bring a similar
accusation against Christians who reverence the
Cross, as, the homilies say, *“the wood whereby
righteousness cometh,” When we are baptized

*Job xxxf,, 26, 27,
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the Cross is marked on our brow to scal us as
soldiers of the crucified one. But “the offence of
the Cross has not even yet ceased.”

Such were the means used to stir up the popular
mind against the Christians, T'hen also came the
moral side. The uprightness and purity of the
Christian  morals seemed to blame the terrible
foulness of the heathen lives, and the vesult was
that foreshown by the wise man. “Let us lie in
wait for the righteons; because he is not for our
turn, but is clean contrary to our doings: he up-
braideth us with our off:nding the law: he was
made to reprove our thoughts.”

Thus day by day the Christians were offended
and pained in word and deed, by ridiculous and
untrue accusations, and by horrible and unholy
customs; and the pagans around them continually
broke out into persecution from public hatred or
private spite, but this only encouraged the spread
of the Truth.

“We will never fail,” is his cry of triumph,
“ Strike us down we will rise the more. We re-
compense to no man evil for evil; but we warn
you, Fight not against GOD.”

Divine Worship.
1v.

THE WORSHIP OF THE OLD DISPENSATION.

In our last paper we saw that the worship of
fallen man must be sacrificial ; which as I showed
you means that it must be offered up in the name
of Jesus and depends for acceptableness on the
sacrifice of Jesus, and that in man’s worship, the
sacrifice of Jesus must even be pleaded and is the
highest offering we can offer to God.

But now let us enquire, how did men worship
God through Jesus before Jesus came into the
world. And how did men in those days offer to
God the sacrifice of Jesus, before it was effected ?

We can find the answers to these questions in the
O1d Testament.

The first account given us of worship being
offered to God by fallen man is in the case of Cain
and Abel. These two brothers met together in
some appointed place, to worship God; and their
chief act of worship consisted in their offering to
God what is called a sacrifice ; Cain, being a farmer,
offering of the fruit of the ground, but Abel, being
a shepherd, offering of the firstlings of his flock.
From the fact that this mode of worship is written
about as if it were nothing unusual or strange, and
is not stated to have been a new departure, and that

' all the subsequent worship of the Old Dispensation
partook of the same character, we may Le almost
certain, that Adam and Eve worshipped in the
same way and that fromn them their sons had learned

Perhaps Genesis 1ii. 21 tells us when, We read
there that “unto. Adam and his wife did the Lord
God make coats of skins and clothed them.” Now,
as man seems to have been at first forbidden to cat
animal flesh, the question arises: What became of
the animals, whose skins were used for clothing?

their flesh consumed as an offering to God. So
suggests Bp. Wordsworth,
Whether this were so or not, this much is certain,

apart for that purpose, the blood being poured out
on the ground and the flesh (or a portion of it) con-
sumed by five. .

The fact that Cain and Abel offered their sacri-
fices in the same place (which we infer from the

sacred spot, on which an altar had been reared and
consecrated for that purpose; and as Cain did not
glay Abel then but afterwards when they were
alone in the field, it scems probable that Adam was
present when they offered, and in all probability
acted as the Priest. In those days the head of the
family was the priest of the family, Abraham, Noah,
| Job for example acting in this capacity : thexefore
we can hardly doubt that Adam, who was the head
' of the whole human race, held the same office.
. Let us sum up now, what we have gathered either
| directly or by inference from this account of the
, first recorded act of human worship.
|
I
|

There scems to have been a sacred place, con-
secrated for worship, even in that early time. The
worship consisted chiefly in offering to God what
are called sacrifices. In all prob'tbxhty Adam acted
as Priest. And this worship, in Abel’s case, was
acceptable to God. «“The Lord had respect unto
} Abel and his offering,” we read.
| But why had God not respect to Cain and his?
' We do not know fully; but Cain we know did not
offer in the right spirit, for St. Paul says « By faith,
‘ Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain.”
There secems to be some ground for the opinion,
which some have held, that the difference between
what they offered, explains why Abel’s offering was
accepted and Cain's rejected. As we shall see,
, animal sacrifices were regarded as indispensable;

|

that this was the, correct way in which to worship 4
God; and we may believe that since man could :
hardly have found this out or himself, God had, in'
the first instance, instructed thom in the matter.

The animals may have been slain for sacrifice and -

that from the very first, animals were slain ag anact
of worship to God, generally at some place set :

Mosaic account) seems to show that this was some

e ety e o
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and Abel's was of this kind, whilst Cain (disobe-
diently, it may be) offered bLut of the fruit of the
ground.

Of one thing we are sure, however, the worship
accepted by God at that carly period consisted
chiefly in offering to Ilim animal sacrifices; the
an.mals not being thosc worthless to man, but valu-
able to him; the slaying and offering being con-
ducted in a religious way; prayers and praiscs
probably being offered at the smme time by the
worshipper, in connection with his sacrifice.

And as it was in the days of Adam, so was it in
the days of Noah, for Noah, we are told, as soon as
he was come out of the Ark, builded an altar unto
the Lord and offered on it many burnt offerings, as
an act of highest worship; which was pleasing to
God, for we read “the Lord smelled a sweet
savour.” .

And so also was it in the days of Abraham ; for
Abraham was continunally building altarsin the land
promised to him and his descendants (1s, for ex-
ample, at Shechem, Bethel and Hebron), and to say
that he built an altar is to imply that he offered
sacrifices thereon.

Then when we come down to the time of Moses,
it is plain that the offering of animal sacrifices made
up the chief part of the Divine worship, which was
commanded by the law. And it was so ordered by
God, for from Him, not from man, came the whole
complex system of Jewish sacrificial worship, and
we must bear in mind that this worship did not
differ at all in its principles, from the preceding
worship of the Patriarchal Period : it was the same
sacrificial worship, only more developed, enlarged
and systematized. The family had grown to bea
nation, which necessitated this growth and develop-
ment of their public worship; what was suflicient
for the Patriarchal families not being so for the
great Jewish nation.

And this system of worship instituted by Moses,
under the direction of God, continued with little
change down to the time of the coming of Christ,
except when idolatry encroached on it, or when it
ceased for a time during the captivities.

Throughout the Old Dispensation then, by which
is meaut the entire period from the Fall down to the
founding of the Christian Church, the most iropor-
tant and striking feature in Divine worship was the
offering of animal sacrifices. Other offerings were
made to God and were called sacrifices, such as
offerings of meal, of wine, of oil and the like; but
these were only secondary and were offered only in
connection with the offerings of animals.

And it is interesting to note, even the heathen,
when they worshipped their false gods, worshipped

in a sacrificial way. The children of Iseael, follow-
ing probably what they had scen in Egypt, sacrificed
I to the golden calf in the wilderness; we read of the

Philistines offering a great sacrifice uuto Dagon,

; their god, because of the capture of Samson; at
Carmel two bullocks were offered to Baal by his
prophets; and the heathen wives of Sulomon, we are
told, sacriflced unto their gods in the high places
built for them (sad to say) by Solomon.

And as the Canaanites and Egyptians did in those
carlier days; so did the Greeks and Romauns and
other nations who suc- eeded them in time. Over

| the whole world sacrificial worship was the rule,

, whether amongst those who worshipped the true

. God or amongst those who worshipped gods that

: were false: the heathen doing so because of the
traditions from the past, that had descended from

the days when their ancestors too had served the
true God, ’
,  Now what did this mode of worship mean ? How
; could God prefer it and accept it? Why did Ie
command it ? There must have been the strongest
reasons for it, or clse the wll-wise God would never
have directed man so to worskip Him.  What were
those reasons?

The chief one was (well-known to all instructed
. Christians) that this was the way which God had
appointed by which man could constantly plead (in
advance, as it were) the all-availing sacrifice of
Jesus, yet to be offered up.

The moment man fell, that moment the Messiah
was promised ; and on Ilis work and coming God
based all Ifis dealings towards man. Did God show
mercy before Christ offered is sacrifice? He did
so because to Him it was as if the sacrifice were
already offered up. The Lamb was slain from the
foundation of the world (Rev. xiii. 8), because the
redeeming death of Jesus was deereed and deter-
mined from the foundation of the world; and for
God to determine is to perform. The sweet odours
of Christ’s sacrifice filled the world from the first.
: It was as a glorious light, illumining the past as

well as the future. It was the central event in the
world’s history, to whien ml eyes looked wistfully
forward from Adam’s time to John the Baptist’s:
and to which all since the event who have received
the Gospel look joyously back. We must fix this
| fact well in our minds, in order clearly to under-
| stand the worship of fallen man, whether during the

' Old or the New Dispensation ; for on the sacrifice
of Christ this worship has been from the first and is

| to-day based ; and what has not this for a foundation
is valueless and unacceptable,

It matters not whether all who worshipped in the
olden time understood this. Some may have done

|
|
[
|
0
I

// \‘
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so. Our Lord suid that Abvaham rejoiced to see
Iis day, and “saw i, and was glad,” and wmany
other righteous and inspired men may have doneso.
But, in all probability, although’ all God’s people
believed in the coming of Messiah, yet few under-
stood what Iis work was to be, or the exact reason
why they were divected to slay innocent animals as
an act of worship,

There mnst have been a feeling mmongst the
reasonable that it was “not possible that the blood
of bulls and of goats should take away sins” In
the 50th Psalm God asks, “ YWill I eat the flesh of
bulls or drink the blood of goats?” And in the
51st Psalm the writer says, “Tor Thou desirest not

sacrifice ; else wenld I give it: Thou delightest not

in burnt offering”  Dug did this imply that in the
writer's opinion the Lemple sacrifices were useless
and to be safely dispensed with? By no means; for
those who wrote these words were the foremost in
carrying out the law as to sacrificial worship, and at
cven so late a period as the time of BMalachi, tle
nation was reproved not for offering animal sacrifi-
ces, but for offering diseased and worthless animals
instead of valuable ones. Ifow can we reconcile,
then, the words quoted above, and the acts of those
who studied to be religious? In this way;

These sacrifices, although they were telt to be in-
capable in themselves of blotting out sin and pleas-
ing God, were yet commanded by God; and
therefore he who neglected them was directly
disobedient to God. And moreover, the eye of
faith saw that there must be in them deep meanings,
or clse God would never have ordered them. That
they could not be the source of full forgiveness all
knew, for there were many sins (such as adultery)
fer which the law provided no sacrifice, nor gave
pardon. Yet that they were not worthless or
valucless the righteous felt ; for by obeying God the
faithful soul was sure of God’s blessing; and God
could use these insignificant means as the ¢hannel
through which e might pour His spiritual gifts.

Hence the offering of sacrifices tested the faith
and the obedience of those of the Old Dispensdtion ;
and also demapnded of them some self-sacrifice and
self-denial. Tor it was no insignificant gift that
they were required to offer, but animals useful for
food, and possessing a market value.

But when they obeyed God and worshipped Him
in the way He (not they) had appointed, they did
wmore than they knew (which is ever the case with
those who obey God when His commands are hard
to understand). Tor what did they do? Nothing
less than plead continually, over and over again, in
the highest and strongest way (because the way of

God’s own appointing) tho sucrifice of Jesus Christ,
not yet accomplished, but in God’s eyes as if-it were
accomplished ; the blessings from which were (as I
liave just said) for them as well as for us; and
which nlone was the source to them as well as to us
of pardon, grace, and peace, )

It wae mostly hidden from their eyes. The
dying animals ; the red blood streaming forth ; the
consuming flesh; the rising smoke, may have at
times suggested what was some day going to take
place; but in ignorance for the most pare they
offered, or in dimly shining light. Yet when
they offered in faith, believing that the offering was
' pleasing to God (which it was inasmuch as it pre-
figured and pleaded the aceeptable death of the
Son), and when they studied to be righteous and
true in their daily lives, the blessings (or some of
. them) which flowed from the Cross became theirs,
and their worship ascended to Ieaven permeated
and made sweet with the incense of Christ’s merits.

Is it not all now plain to us? Can we not see
why God commanded sacrificial worship from the
first and why this was more pleasing to Ilim than
simple offerings of the lips? Can we not under-
stand why God Dblessed Abel and Abraham and
Noah and Job and David and Solomon, and others
too numerous to mention, when they offered their
sacrifices to Ilim? 'These holy men of old were all
accepted through Christ Jesus, just as we can be;
and benefited from Iis offering just as we can do,

One more thought before we conclude this prrer.
We call these animal offerings “sacrifices” Weat
the same time call the offering of Jesus a “sacrifice.”
Did these animal sacrifices then possess some virtue
lin themselves so that although the sacrifice of- Jesus
was the greatest sacrifice yet these can be called
lesser sacrifices? No; tho sacrifice of Jesus was
not only the greatest sacrifice, but as well the only
sacrifice that has ever been offered up and received
by God. There is no other sacrifice; there has
been no other; there can be no other than that
“one sacrifice” offered once for all by our Lorp,
never to be repeated, never requiring to be repeated.
Hene ‘the offerings of the Old Dispensation can
only be called sacrifices beeause of their connection
I with Christ’s -sacrifice. They are not sacrifices in

themselves, but are called sacrifices because they
‘ plead and show forth and grasp and convey the
merits of the Infinite Sacrifice offered by the Sow
of Gop.
In our next paper we shall dwell more particu-
Jarly on the worship of the Jewish Church, and con-
 sider what some of the principal rites and ceremo-
i nies were intended to prefigure.

“ﬁ:}” L

——



Deanery of Kingston,

Caynripgr.— There is not much to send by way
of news from this Pavish. We have our new
lamps in S. James’ Church, and at evensong the
building looks very bright and cheery.

The new Prayer Desk has at last arrived after
having remained at Norton Station for about a
month, We all like it very much. Mr. Cum-
mings came down from Fredericton latgly and
finished the Chancel Arch, which now looks very
well.

Still no work at old 8. Luke's, Young’s Cove.
Poor sleepy folks, they seem to be afraid of
doing a little more than their neighbours.

We expeet the Bishop for Confirmation in
June. The Parson is holding Confirmation
Classes, and is also making his Lenten Addresses
bear upon this important subject.

Our new Stained Glass Memorial Window for
the Stone Church has been ordered from Spence
& Co., Montreal, by Miss Scovil, and we hope to
get it in time for the day of Conseccration, which
wlll probably be in June.

The people at Coal Creck want to build a
Church, and an acre of land has been secured as
a site near the corner of the road. If the Short
Line Railway is built, as there is good reason to
believe it will, there will be a junction at Coal
Creck, very near the site of the Church. The
Grand Lake Coal Company have large works at
this place, and there is every prospect of a stirring
business this year.

Kixesron.— We were anxiously hoping that the
Choral Union Service wounld be held here this
year, Our dear old Parish Church will be a
hundred years old this June, and we want to
celebrate the event by a grand Service of Song.
It appears, however, that the Chapter of the
Deanery has selected Sussex as being preferable,
and our hopes must subside. Perhaps some of
the members of the Choral Union will come to
the rescue and give us a repetition pf the service
on our Centennial Day. They will be most
heartily welcomed if they come. Special Services
are being held during Lent throughout the Parish.

Jonxstox.— Lenten Services are being held in
three parts of the Parish, Cody’s, English Settle-
ment and Goshen. The course of addresses is
on “ The Kingdom of IHeaven.”

The lumber for the Church it Canaan Rapids
is sawn, and if the ice continues strong in the
noble Washademoak it will, ere this report is
printed, have beecn hauled by numerous willing
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workers and-piled up near the Church site for
seasoning.  We still lack the funds to complete
the building. Will not some of our friends who
have not already contributed kindly help us in
our efforts to provide a plage of worship for a
very poor district?

Goshen is fortunate in having an organist
again.  Miss Johnston, who teaches the day
school there, has consented to act in that ca-
pacity; and she fills the position admirably. We
owe her additional rhanks for her efforts to
improve the singing by holding weckly practices
and taking great pains with all’ who attend them.
The fruits of her labours are becoming manifest.

Ineeling benches and a neat little case for the
S. S. books have been placed in S. Paul’s Church,
being paid for out of the funds raised by the
Goshen Busy Bees. This worthy little society is
not disbanded, but it has not been able for some
time, for various reasons, to hold its “swarmings.”

Theve was held a “frolic,” a few days since, to
obtain poles to renew the old tumble-down fence
that surrounds the Rectory grounds. In spite of
the bad state of the roads many poles were cut
and hauled; and now we hope to have a beauti-
ful snakefence which will bid defiance to the
covetous cows.

On Sunday, February 24th, at 7 a. m,, the ther-
mometer at Mr. John Ingledew’s, Canaan Rapids,

registered 60 degrees below /eno, the coldest ever
knowu there!

GageTowN.— Our Parson is doing a great work in
this Parish. Special Lenten Services have been
held, and'many have been stirred up to take a
part in Church work who have hitherto done
very little. Practiccs of the Choral Union music
are held regularly, and much interest has been
awakened on the subject of Church musiec.

Greexwici. — Interest in the Deanery Choral
TUnion is being revived here. We have six mem-
bers already, three of whom are new. This looks
as if all the copies of the music would be sold
this year. Special Lenten Services haye been
held in the Parish, and in spite of bad weather
and worse roads the attendance has been very
fair. The Church in its restored condition looks
very neat, and the alterations are appreciated by
all. The Metropolitan, who did not admire the
Chancel Chair when he was last here, has very
kindly given.us,another made in Fredericton. It
has been put in its proper place and looks very
handsome and substantial. Our heartiest thanks
have been tendered to His Lordship for this gift.
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Prrrrconiac. — During Lent we have been more
than usually busy. Although the season has
been such an unusual one and the roads very
muddy the congregations have been better than
common, and ¢ have every reason to feel much
encowraged in the work. Mr. Symington still
keeps up his classes and Services at Wilson and
MeGlauchlin’s Mill, and is gathering quite alarge
congregation there. The second son of our
Parson is reported as doing very well at the
Collegiate School, Windsor, and will soon be
ready to ~nter King’s College as a student of
Divinity. 1%00r old Sussex Portage, which used
to be such a compact little Settlement, has very
nearly collapsed, and we have found it necessary
to give up the Services there. At Pollet River
Platform and at Salisbury things are encourag-
ing. Iavelock is about the same as usnal.  There
is not much hope of Church growth there, for the
Church families are few and far between each
other.

SruNurisLb.— We have nothing of importance to
relate this month. Week-night Services have
been held at each of the Churches during Lent,
and have bLeen well attended, considering the
wretched state of the roads.

The Choir at the Belleisle Creek Church are
learfing the © Stury of the Cross,” which is to be
stng on Good Friday, if all be well.

Stupnory.— On Friday, February 22nd, the Anni-
versary Meeting of cur Sewing Society was held
at Mr. Charles II. Foshay’s house. There was a
large attendance, and the enthusiasm was so
great that a second Sewing Society was formed,
which now goes by the name of the “River
Cirele.” The distances in this Parish are too
great to enable our zealous women to meet at
any one place, and it is expected that this move
will do much good and secure the assistance of
many more hands in the work of the Church.

One of our young and promising Vestrymen
has taken to himself a handsome bride. Both
are vegular in their attendance at Chureh, and
we shall expect to hear from ¢ George” at Easter.

The Parson has had Special Lenten Services,
which have been fairly attended, although snch
muddy wet roads have rarely been travelled, and
some of the nights have been very dark.

Our good old Sexton scems to have dropped
out. What is the matter George? You had
better go and have a talk with the Parson.
Dollars and cents don’t muke a Churchman!!

We are glad to welcome home Mrs. W, Tyng
Peters, one of owr charming brides, and we
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Lelieve her husband will soon follow her from
the wilderness of Belledune., The bride thinks
Apohaqui not such a bad place after all.

Our Sunday School has beer. having a good
sleep of late. It is nmow time to wake up, for
Easter is coming. Our worthy Superintendent
is very zealous in the work, but he lives too far
from the Charch and has another School in tow.
Can we not get some one else to fill his place at
the Church of the Ascension, and leave him free
for the work at « Sharp’s?”

The School at Mount Middieton is doing well
under the Superintendence of Joseph Ifornbrook,
Isq., who is always on hand. The Services at
the Church are also well attended, and it is
hoped at a day not far off the whole of the work
on the building will be completed. We shall
then look forward to the day of Consecration.
The Bishop Coadjutor has presented us with two
very handsome lamps of polished brass for this
Church, which have been placed in proper posi-
tion and Jook very chaste, and the light from
them is brilliant. We cannot have too much
light in this dark world. 1Iis Lordship has also
given us a full set of Altar Linen, a Dossal for
the back of the Altar, two rich mats, a handsome
alms dish and several alms bags.  Mrs. Medley, of
Fredericton, has presented us with a very pretty
set of Altar Linen, and has now in hand a hand-
some white IFroutal which will arive in time for
Faster. TFor these useful and generous gifts we
return our heartfelt thanks. Three applications
have been already made for the plans of Mount
Middleton Church. We still require about $209
to complete the building fund, and shall be grate-
ful for the smallest contributions.

Sussex.—We go on as usual here. The Lenten
Services have been better attended than usual.
The Parson has been giving a series of addresses
on the «Lives of Some of the Patriarchs as Ex-
amples to Christians.” The Sunday Scheol has
been very well attended during the winter
months. We require two female teachers and
one male teacher. Who are going to volunteer?
We have also room for thrce male voices in the
Choir. Just now we are busy with the new
Choral Union music. The membership from
Sussex has reached twenty. We should like to

_see it about twice that number. .Another con-

- cert is talked of in aid of the Sunday School—a
very good move. We want maps and more
books badly. In the future we should be the
better of a Sunday School Room. Miss I. A.
Wetmore returned thanks for her recovery from
sickness on Sunday, March 24th.
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WATERFORD AND S. Mark.— At & meeting of the
Church Wardens and Vestrymen, held on the
9th day of March, a resolution was passed to the
effect that a start should be made, as soon as the
season would permit, to build a Rectory at Water-
ford which would cost about $1,200.00. It is to
be hoped that everyone throughout both Parishes
will contribute liberally towards this object.

The Church people at Jeffries Corner are al-
ways awake to the Church’s calls. They are now
making preparations to finish their little Church
and hope to have it ready for consecration early
in the summer. Our needs are many for the
proper furnishing of this House of Prayer. Will
not some kind brother or sister supply one of the
following articles: Altar, Reredos, Vases and
Altar Cross, Lectern, Prayer Desk, Altar Cloths,
Antependiums, Dossal and Wings, Font, Bible
and Service Books. The articles to be made of
wood can be furnished by DMessrs. Ross & dMe-
Pherson of Sussex, and information as to cost of
the above will gladly be supplied by the Mission-
ary in charge. Mrs. Medley, of Fredericton, has
kindly offered to provide the Altar Linen.

The new Dossal and Wings at the Mission
Room, the gift of two or three earnest, faithful,
and self-denying women, are a great improvement
to the appearance of the Sanctnary. A great
cffort must be made this sumniér to pay off a
good portion of the debt on this building. Let
everyone interested make preparation for s
“grand pic-nic” to be held at Sussex Corner in
the early summer. The Parson says that he in-
tends to arouse the sleepy ones, and to make a
great spurt this summer.

The Missionary in charge of these Parishes
begs to contradict the rumour that he intends to
leave the Mission.

Deanery of Chatham.

Cuatuay.— The Parson has addressed 2 Leaten
Pastoral to his Parishioners, urging them to the
faithful observance of the Sacred Season during
which the Church calls us to self-cxamination,
penitence and prayer. A list of Lenten Services
ir printed with the pastoral, showing that, in addi-
tion to the usual Sunday and daily services in S.
Mary’s and S. Paul’s, there are Thursday evening
services in the Parish Church, and addresses after
Evensong on Wednesdays and Fridays in S.
Mary’s. We are glad to notice more attending
the Daily Prayers, as it is a healthy sign of in-
creasing appreciation of the great privilege. We

are looking forward' to see the joys of Easter in-
tensified by the good use of Lent.

We were delighted with an unexpected but
only too brief visit from the Rev.J. R. DeWolfe
Cowie, Rector of Waterford,on March 13th. We
much enjoyed his companionship and his excel-
lent address at Evensong in 8. Mary’s.

S. Mary’s Women’s Guild is working away, and
produces all kinds of handiwork with marvellous
dexterity. New members are being enrolled and
great things looked for in the future. DMiss Minnie
Blair has been clected Secretary-Treasurer in
place of Miss Winslow, resigned, and whose loss
we greatly deplore. Steps are about to be taken
to organize a band of workers among the ladies
of S. Paul’s congregation, with a view to aid in
the further restoration of the Parish Church. No
doubt good results will follow the undertaking.
Meanwhile will the men see that a new roof is
put on before the ladies get ready to beautify the
interior? We are sorry to record the death of
one of our oldest parishioners, Mrs. Brehant, who
after much suffering passed away on March 10th,
at the advanced age of 85 years. “Lord, remem-
ber her when Thou comest into Thy Kingdom!”

We miss from the services at 8. Paul’s and the
Sunday School our worthy Parishioner, J. P.
Burchill, Esq., M. P. P., who is absent in Rreder-
icton attending to his Legislative duties. We
shall be glad to welcome him back before Easter.
Mrs. Burchill, who has been absent in St. John
and Frederict-n, has also been greatly missed
from the Choir and Services at S. Paul’s,

Bay pu Vin.—We havenothing of special interest
to send to « The Dearcry Magazine™ this month.
Our Parson is working away as usual and ear-
nestly urging upon us the duties of the Lenten
Season. Work will soon be resumed on the new
Church at “the village.” Bleanwhile “Teazer”
is gatbering in the contributions from far .and
near with his usual zeal and success.  Vive le
« Jeazer!”

Batourst.— The fine winter has enabled the
Priest of this Parish to do much work in the
country, to the great strengthening of the faith-
ful, especially in the Missions of Tetagouche and
New Bandoun. Confirmation Classes also are held
in both places. As soon as the Spring opens,
work will be resumed upon the two Churches.

In Bathurst it is hope? to begin a School
House and Choir Room soon, and the Miramichi
Road Churchmen have promised the sills and
plates for it. Just.pow the Clergy House is used
fora Viestry and it is not very satisfactory. Three
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new men have entered the Choir this winter, and
the procession is quite long.  Frequent Services
are held during Lent, Matins and Evensong daily
when the Rector is at home, and a Celebration on
Tuesdays at 8 o’clock, followed by Intercessory
Prayer. On Sundays after Matins, a penitential
Litany is sung at the Faldstool, and after Even-
song the Miserere, The Sunday School is look-
ing up very much under Mr. Robert Ellis’s strict
and painstaking superintendence. 3. Agnes’
Guild is very busy, and a Sewing Guild was last
week inangurated at New Bandon with great
enthusiasm.

FRBY AXD BrackvitLe.— We are giad to say
that there is now a prospect of the vacancy in
this Mission being filled up.

NewcastrE axp NELsox. — The Rector has issued
a Lenten Pastoral with list of Services for the
season of Lent. Special sermons are being
preached on Friday evenings on “The History of
the Communion Oflice,”” and on Sunday evenings
on selected subiccts.  So far these Services have
been well attended

An erthuslastic meeting was held in Nelson on
the cvening of the 19th March after Evensong
and Sc¢rmon, to consider matters in connection
with the new Church.

Ricuirrero. — Alas! the Rectory of old Richibucto
is vacant again! Our Parson has gone to Houi-
ton, Maine, 7. S., and we are “as sheep having
no shepherd.”  We only .upe that some clergy-
man may soon be found to carry on the good
work which Mr. Gwilym had but well begun.

The la=* Sunday Service at which our Parson
officiated here was rendered particularly solemn
and impressive by the administration of the Sac-
rament of Baptism, at which a man whe had been
a Baptist was baptized, having been led toembrace
the Faith of the Church by the intelligent study
of Bishop Doane’s Manual of Christian Doctrine
lately introduced into S. Mary’s Sunday School.
The circumstance of a man of intelligence thus
voluntarily and publicly embracing the Faith
made a deep impression upon the congregation
which filled the Church. We are giad that the
Parson experienced this farewell encouragement,
and we only wish that this and other encourage-
ments had been suflicient and timely enough to
prevent his departure to arother ficld.

Resticoucur. — Tne Rector has just returned from
a three days’ missionary tovr through Flatlands,
Dawsonville, U salquitch and MMann’s Mountain.
There were hea ty Services everywhere, and thes
monthly visits of “the Parson” to this district
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are much appreciated.  During Lent four week-
day Services are held in this Mission. We hope
to sce our pretty Church in Dalhousie nicely
painted early in the Spring.

Parson has been absent in
Toronto during the past two weeks, but will re-
turn within a few days. We shall all be glad to
welcome him back from the “ Queen City ™ of the
west to the romantice hills and vales of Bass River
and the happy homes of Weldford!

Luorow axp Brissrizip.— We are glad to say

that «Z%e Deanery Magazine” is not unknown
in this Mission, but is a welcome visitor among
our Church people, who are taking an cver-in-
creasing interest in Church matters. Miss Jacob
and her co-workers are looking after the young
people in Sunday School, and our Lay Readers
render valuable aid to Mr. Montgomery, who
continues to minister to our spiritual wants with
his accustomed energy.

Deanery of Shediac.

—

In making a contribution of Church news to “7%e

Deanery Magazine” for the month of Apii), 1
shall say but little about particular Parishes, as I
have to refer to matters of general moment to
the Deancry. On Tuesday and Wednesday,
March 12th and 13th, 3 meeting of the Chapter
was held in the Parish of Sackville. The meet-
ing concurred on thr i2th with one of the Sunday
School Teachers’ Union, which was heid in the
forenoon, and which, in the unavoidable absence
of the Rev. J. R. Campbell, was presided over by
the Rector of the Parish. The meeting, at which
there were twenty Teachers present, besides the
Clergy — all the Parishes in the Deanery excepr-
ing Albert being represented — was opened by
the use for the first time of the newly prepared
form of scrvice, which was found to be Liturgi-
cally smooth. Much useful business was trans-
acted by the meeting. The Rev. J. H. Talbot,
Rector of Moncton, read 2 paper on “ Sunday
School Literature,” which was duly discussed.
The following officers were appointed for the
ensuing year: President, Rev. J. R. Campbell;
Inspector, Rev. C. F. Wiggins; Secretary, Miss
Stevens. The Church women of Sackville enter-
tained the members of the Union most hospitably.

When the business of the Teachers’ Union was
closed, the Clergy met in Chapter. In the ab-
sence of the Rural Dean on the first day, the Rev.
D. Bliss, Rector of Westmorland, presided, and
welcomed to the Deanery the Rev. Charles E.
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Mackenzie, the successor at Shediac of the Rev, I,
W.Vroom. ILvensong was said at S. Paul’s, and
after an early Celebration on Wednesday morning,
the action of the Rural Deans, at Fredericton in
January last, with reference to « 7%e Deanery
Magazine? was discussed. It was on motion
resolved, ©That the Chapter adopt ¢ 2%e Deanery
Magazine;’ that the Rural Dean be correspond-
ent, and that the several members of the Chapter
pledge themselves to promote its circulation in
their several Parishes.” Besides this important
decision, there was a considerable body of general
business transacted, and the Chapter closed, to
meet again in June in the Parish of Westmor-
land.

On the afternoon of the same day, the Rural
Dean and the Rector of Moncton proceeded to
the Parish of Shediac, and in the evening they
assisted at the induction of the Rev. Mr.
DMackenzie, Rev. Mr. Talbot addressing the
Parishioners on the oftice of the Priesthood in iws
relation to the people, and Rural Dean Camphell
on the relative duties of the people to the Priest.

On behalf of the Deanery of Shediae, and in -

view of our new relations, I desire to express the
wish for much prosperity to ¢ Z%e Deanery
DMagazine,” and the hope that there lies before it
a long carcer of great usefulness to the Church.

Deanery of Si, Audrews.

A meeting of the Chapter was held in the Parish of
St. Stephen on Tuesday and Wednesday, March
12th and 18th. The Clergy of the Deanery were
all present with the excel.tion of Mr. Covert, of
Grand Manan, who was unable to attend. On
Tuesday evening a public meeting was held in
the school rooem of Christ Church, which was
addressed by the Clergy present and also by Mr.
C. 1L Smith and Mr. C. N. Vroom. The sabject
of the addresses was « The Needs of the Diocese,”
and more cspecially the claims of the D. C-
Socicty .

The Iloly Communion was celebrated in Christ
Church on Wednesday morning at 8 o’clock, the
Dean being celebrant and the Rev.O. S. Newnham,
Rector of the Parish, Deacon. The Chapter met
at the Rectory for businessat 10 a. m.  The Dean
brought forward for discussion several subjects
which had been considered at the late meeting of
the Rural Deans of the Diocese.  Some time wag
spent on these matters.  Action was taken upou
the motion referring to “The Supply of Candi-
dates for IIoly Orders,” and also upon the motion
referring to “Zhe Deanery Magazine® A com-

!
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mittee, consisting of Rev. 0. S. Newnham and
Rev. J. W. Millidge, was appointed to consider
the subject of a Sunday School Teachers’ Union,
and the other matters referred to in a communi-
cation frgm the Standing Committee on Sunday
Schools. *

The Rev. 0. 8. Newnham and Mr. W, I, Vroom
were appointed as a committee to make arrange-
ments for holding a Service in connection with
the Choral Union of the Deanery of St. Andrews.
It is expected that this Service will be held in
Christ Church, St. Stephen, some time in Aungust.

On Wednesday evening Evensong was said in
Christ Church at 7.30. The Clergy were all pre-
sent in Surplices. The prayers were said by Rev.
Canon Ketchum, of St. Andrews, and Rev. W.
W. Campbell, Rector of Trinity Chureh, St.
Stephen.  The first Lesson was read by Rev. F.
Pember, of Campobello, and the second by Rév.
J. W, Millidge, of St. David. The Dean preached
the Sermon, which was upon “The Temptation
of our Lord.”

CayrorreLro. — Reports from this Parish show that
a good work is being done. Special Lenten
Services are being held, and the attendance at
the Service is good.

Graxp Mavax.—We have no report from this
Parish. During the winter Grand Manan is
much isolated, and the mails very irreg alar,

; S1. AxprEWS.— Daily Prayer is said in this Parish

during Lent, on the week-days the Services
being held in the School Hsuse. The attendance
is good.

St. Davip. — Although this Parish is so extensive,
and the population seattered, still the good Mis-
sionary is doing his best to give special Lenten
Services. Serviee is held on Wednesdays at St.
David ; Thursday at Upper Tower Hill, and on
Friday ai the Church of the Ascencion. The
new Church at “The Bethel,” ir the Parish of S.
Patrick, is now being painted.

St. GrorGr.— The congregations at the Services in
S. George and Pennfieid are reported as increas-
ing. On Sunday, March 10th, at S. George, both
morning and evening, the Church was crowded.
At the Friday evening Special Lenten Service
the attendance is also good.

St. Sternes. — Christ Church. — Daily Service is
held in this Parish during Lent, the average
attendance being about 22. A Confirmation Class
is beld on Sunday afternoons. The weekly Bible
Class is well attended. This is held on Wednes-
day cvenings at 7.30 o’clock. Tbe Rector is
preaching a special course of Lenten Sermons on
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Suuday mornings and evenings. A lecture was
given in behalf of the Sunday School Funds on
Thwrsday evening, March Tth, the subject being
“The Religion of the Ancient Egyptians.”

St. Srepnes. — Zrintty. — Speeial Lenten Services
are being held in this Pavish. The Rector has a
Class for young men on Wednesday evenings.

On Monday evening, March 3d, the Youug
Men’s Society gave an entertaimnent, which con-
sisted of a lecture by the Rev. Mr. McCully,
Congregational Minister of Calais. The subject
was “Rome.” The lecture was illustrated by
sciopticon views.

Although extra-Diecesan, the following extract
kindly seut by a friend will no doubt be .nteresting
to Church folk : ¢ From a statement of the receipts
of Hospital Sunday, in London, it appears that out
of a total of thirty-seven thousand two hundred
and thirty-five pounds (£37,235), the Church of
_Lngland contributed £29,669. Next come the
Congregationalists with £1,802; the DMethodists
with £1,066; the Baptists with £990; the Jews
©with £901; the Presbyterians with £804, and the
Roman Catholies with £528. S Jude’: Chureh, *
South Kensington, heads the list of single congre-
gations by the handsome contribution of £1,164 at
a single service. When it is borne in mind that
the hospitals in England are open to persons of
cvery kind of veligion, it will be seen that the
Church of England verifies her claim to be the
Church of the people in spite of all that is said
against her.”

Vacant Missions are “again increasing: Albert, |
Aberdeen, Derby, Prince William, Richibueto, and
parts north of Woodstock are all on the list,

Diocesan News.

The Metropolitan has so far recovered from his
recent ilness that he was able to hold an Ordina- |
tion in Christ Church Cathedral, Fredericton, on l
the Sccond Sunday in TLent, when Rev. Horace |
Dibblee, Deacon, of Maugerville, was advanced to }
the Ioly Order of the Priesthood. His Lordship

:
1
i

The Holy Week.

also preached on the same day, which he has been

The Sunday next before Easter is very generally 3
All his ]

called Palm Sunduy, becanse that was the very day
people will rejoice to hear this good news. wheu our Blessed Lou, entering into Jerusalem for
Rev. A. J. Reid. Curate of S. Pauls. Portland, ' Iis final great Sacrifice, was met by the people with
ev. A. J.hied, Lurate - Lauls, rortland, |\ pranches of palms with which they strewed the
has been sick, but is again able to be out. Having

unable to do for more than two months.

| ground over which he rode as a sign of welcome.
obtained three months’ leave of absence he intends | LPalm Sunday is the opening day of 2 very remark-

able week of days which from the earliest days of
Christianity has been accounted especially solemn,
and has in consequence received three different
names, 7%e Great Week; The Ioly Teek; or
Lassion Week. The last name ought properly to
be given to the week previous, the fifth Sunday in
Lent being called Zassion Sunday, and the week
upon which we enter Passion Sunday being LPassion
Weck.

But why should Z%e Holy Week be accounted

going to England and will leave about May 1st.

We were sorry to see in one of the St. John
daily newspapers that the Parsonage at Prince
William, York County, had been burned, and that
the Rector, Rev. Arthar Lowndes, had lost nearly
all his furpiture. Mr. Lowndes had recently re-
signed the Rectorship of Prince William, and is
about to take up literary work in or near New
York. Ile has been of late writing for the
« American Church Review.”

Rumowr whispers that several other Clergymen
arc about to leave Diocese, but it is to be hoped
the rumour is without foundation. The fever is
often contagious.

This is the eleventh year of the Wingston Deanery
Choral Union, the membership of which increases
every year. The Union has done much in the past
to imyrove the Choirs of the Deanery.

The new Church at Temperance Vale, York
Connty, is nearing completion, and the zealous
Missionary and Church people are in hopes that it
will be Conscerated at the end of April or the
beginning of May. A correspondent says: “We
are doing all we can in this little corner of the
Diocese to build up the Church, and there are
already many encouraging signs of success.” In
the month of February four adults were baptized,
and several others are being prepared for that Holy
Sacrament.

; especially solemn ?  Because if we attend the daily
I Services and use our Prayer Books and listen atten-

tively to the Lessons read in Church we can trace
out our dear Lorp’s sayings apd doings during the

{ closing days of his eventful life almost firom hour

to hour. When owr friends draw near the end of

| their carthly life do we not all hang upon their last

. sayings and doings with very solemn thoughts and

| feclings? Surely then it must be a proper and de-

vout act for us to dwell upon the closing scenes of
the Life of our best and truest Zriend !/

Yes, we can if we like during “7%e Holy Week”
say to ourselves or our fellow Christians, “at this

| hour, on this very day, the Saviour said or did this
1

or that.” “Now Ile is riding into the Holy City;
now He is being brought before Pilate; this-was

i the hour when He was scourged ; at this hour e
| was crowned with thorns; now He is carrying His
| Cross to Calvary; at this time He was Crucified.”

At these special times on each special day of The
Holy Week we can thus learn to suffer and to die
with Christ our Saviour and our King, and in our
suffering learn more of His Divine Love.
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CHAPTER II.

HE two men soon took their leave
after that, and during the few
minutes they stayed Oliver said
not one word. Nor did the tall

dark-bearded stranger.

Only the sailor and John Haythorn
tallied on about trifling matters somewhat
constrainedly : the farmer feeling himself
unabie to make these strange guests wel-
come, yct loth to tell them to be gone;
and the sailo. evidently waiting for some
signal from his companion.

Ic came at last. The big man rose and
shook himself, took bis eyes from Oliver’s
dowrcast face, and looked round the homely
¢ house-place’ with a long, long look.

Suddenly he stretched out a long arm
and took down a faded daguerrcotype that
hung above the mantel-shelf—a portrait
of a young woman with a baby on her
knee.

‘Come!’ he said, ¢ I'll take this with me
anyhow ;' then, meeting the farmer’s look of
gurprise, he broke into a discordant laugh.
¢Will you sell it me? I'mmeaningtoask!
It's a worthless old thing enough, but it
takes my fancy. I've not been in such a
countrified spot this fourteen years; and
I want something for a keepsake. I can pay
for my fancy, I suppose.’

‘Nay!' said John Haythorn. *That’s
Oliver’s, and he'll not selt it. That’s hig
mother, and him on her knee, when he was
a little chap. He’'ll not part with that.’

Half involuntarily Oliver had put out a
hand to take back the picture: and the
stranger looked keenly at it and him for a
moment, then laid it down, and walked to-
wards the door.

¢ Come along, Jack,” he said, and never
even turned his head for any further leave-
taking; and the sailor rose up hurriedly
and wished them all good-night and followed
him.

‘It’'s a queer thing, them coming like
that,’ said the farmer, watching them across
the yard and down the road. ‘A very
queer thing, for I believe it is just fourteen
years this very day since ke went away.
I've had it in my mind many a time, Oliver,
to ask if you'd any recollection of your
father?’

He paused, but the young fellow did not
speak or move.

¢ I suppose it’s not to be looked for that
you should have. And what's stranger is
that I've none, cither. What with being
away all the while I was growing up, and
not coming back till after he’d been—sent
away—I've never scen him since I was
younger than you. Ispoke my mind plain
enpough, though; I don't sce what's to be
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gained by his coming back here. He’s best
away, if it was only for your sake.’

¢ I—suppose s0,” answered Oliver at last,
half sullenly. ¢It's no use talking about
it. Lot's do what there is to be done and
get off to bed V’

Oliver had cortainly good excuse for being
tired, for he had done a hard day’s work
in his vehement energetic fashion, before
the labours and excitements of the school-
feast began, But when he found himself
alone af last, in his little chamber in the
high-pitched roof, he seemed in no hurry
either for bed or sleep. He sat with his
elbows on his table, and the little books of
devotion, all of which Mr. Wilmet had either
given or rccommended, spread out before
him, doggedly trying to read the appointed
portions. However tired he might be,
he had never allowed himself to miss
the reading since the day he was con-
firmed-—that day when a new ideal of life
had been presented to him, and be had
seized upon and embraced it with a vivid
interest—an almost fiexce delight.

The littlo books were an odd selection for
a lad of his age and bringing up, but they
had been a help to him in leading a more
consistent life than many would have ex-
pected of bim, and none the less perhaps
because they set up a standard of saint-
liness that would secem to be utterly out of
his reach.

It was from no fault in them that their
precepts could not reach his brain that
night. Between his cyes and the printed
page there floated another pair of eyes:
dark, like his own, buf with lines and
wrinkles of care around them; cyes that
seemed to change their expression as they
looked into his.

Tender, malignant, wistful, threatening;
but always reproachful, as if they said,
¢What! you too? Ilave yoz no more
heart than the rest 2’

Recollections, so vagme that they were
like fragments of dreams, hovered through
his mind. He was sitting on someone’s kuee,
bis own hands clasped in two great st.ong
ones, and those eyes laughing kindly into
bis. IIc wasriding on someone’s shoulders,

steadying himself with one hand grasping
a mass of dark tangled curls, like his own,
Someone wasg calling him, in a voice that
came back to him now, after being for years
forgotten— Daddy’s boy.’

And gradually all the visions took shape,
and drew into one: the figure of the dark
silent stranger, standing there below upon
the hearthstone, with bungry eyes fixed
upon that picture in his hand.

Was it hig own hearthstone, untouched
by his wandering feet for fourteen weary
years? Was it the portrait of his own
dead wife, and the son whom be had
fondled as a baby and since seen no more ?

Oliver started, and pushed the books
from him, so carelessly that some of them
fell on tlic floor and the candlestick tottered.
To have paced the room would have been
a relicf, but one does ndt do that sort of
thing when one inhabits a low-ceiled attic,
with only boards to separate it from the
room below. Life in a little house teaches
everyone & kind of self-control; and Oliver
lept his restlessness within bounds, though
he gave up all pretence of reading, and only
stared blankly through the smoke of the
candle at the whitewashed wall.

‘It can’t be!’ he was saying to himself,
¢ Everyone said that he would never come
back. The disgrace was pretty well for-
gotten and done with; he would never
think of coming back to rake it all up now.
They only said that they knew him. Buf,
if it was not my father, who was it ?°*

He gathered up the books hastily and
put them on one side, without having read
a word; took up his Bible, and fluttered
over the leaves impatiently.

¢ If it was my father ! * his thoughts went
on. ‘Suppose it was—none of us knew
him! Perhaps—it was a good thing—that
none of us knew him. He will go away,
and say no more, and no one need ever
know that he was here, to set them talking
of all that again. How soon will he go
away, and where will he sleep to-night?
My uncle thinks so too—no good could
come of his coming back here, where wo
arc known. Buf he is out yonder some-
where, homeless and maybe penniless; and
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this is his own place, where he has the best
right to be !’

The leaves of the Bible were fluttering
still under the impatient fingers that could
not take time to find the right place, and
one word caught Oliver’s eye.

¢ If I be a father, where is mine honour 2’
So ran the verse when he looked at the
page; and he shut the book, as if in
despair, and laid it with the others.

I did not know him-I only guessed,’
he said to himself, almost aloud. <If he
was sorry, if he wanted to come back, be
should have spoken for himself. Tver since
I was old enough to understand we have
been trying to live down his disgrace—and
we have done it. Could he look for us to
be glad, all at once, to sce him back ?’

The candle was flickering in the socket,
and he put it out and knell hastily down
and said his prayers—forcing his mind to
follow the words, even while other thoughts
could not be altogether banished—and so
hurried into bed.

Youth, good health, and hard work had
made it o matter of course with Oliver to
fall asleop almost as soon as his head
touched the pillow; and so he did now,.in
gpite of the doubt and dismay that lay like
& weight on his mind.

But something woke him before two hours
were over; a feeling that came to him in
his dreams, and stung him awake in an
instant. Sometimes sleep brings confusion
and uncertainty ; but now, he never knew
how or why, Oliver’s doubis had all van-
ished.

‘My father bas been here, and he is
gone!’ he was saying to himself when he
awoke. ¢He came back to his home and
we have driven him away! I turned
against him—bis own son !’

It had never been very dark all night, the
little window under the eaves wasa ‘ glim-
mering square’; and Oliver sat up and
stared dreamily at it. His father’s face
seemed to float before him in the twilight,
recognised now and unmistakable.

" ¢«I knew him from the first!’ he thought,
with a pang of consternation. ‘If I had
been willing to make him welcome I should

never have doubted who it was, not for one
moment, But I denied him to his face,
and be is gone:!’

In eager, impatient natures shame and
sorrow for sin are often lost in the desire
to undo the wrong and think no more of
it. After the first moment’s dismay Oliver
did not give himself time to think why he
had shrunk so from the thought of his
father’s return—whether pride and selfish
fear of shame had not had the first word in
the matter.

He was thinking that it was not yet
too late : that the two men could not have
left the neighbourhood that night, since
the last train would have started before
they could bave reached the town.

In his thoughts he had already searched
for them and found them, and had asked
that man with the strangely familiar eyes
whether he was indeed his father.

What was to follow if he should say
‘yes!’ Oliver could not even fancy. Bus
he knew that until the question was asked
and answered he should never know a
moment’s peace.

And as soon as the twilight in the little
window broadened into day he rose up and
dressed himself, resolved to steal noise-
lessly down the stairs without rousing the
sleeping household, and so out to begin his
search.

Ten days afterwards, Oliver was sitting
in the little room that was called in the
Rectory house ¢ Mr. Wilmot’s study.” Mr.
Wilmot was standing before the fireplace,
with his shoulders against the mantelshelf,
speaking very earnestly ; while Oliver sat
before him with down-bent head, and an
espression on his face that had been seen
there only once or twice before in his whole
lifetime.

<1t 13 most unfortunate,’ the curate was
saying. “But I don’t see why you should
blame yourself so much. No one counld
have esxpected that you should recognise
your father, considering your age when he
went away. And, as for this idea of going
to look for him, it is folly? He may be
traced in time, by people who know how to

\ —
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get about it; but for you to attempt it
would be worse than no use.’

‘e meant to come back to his own,’
answered Oliver slowly, as if he spoke with
difficulty. ‘He meant to come back and
lead a different life, and we drove him
away. J helped to drive him! And
nothing will ever satisfy me but to look for
him and bring him back.’

¢That is natural enough,’ said Mr.
Wilmot very patiently, considering that he
had said nearly the same thing half-n-dozen
times already. It would be allright if there
was the least chance of your being able to
do it. But there isn’t. Andhow could you
live, even, while you were looking for
him ?°

¢ There is some money laid by that
rightly belongs to my father, though it's
always been reckoned mine—the rent of
the farm. My uncle has laid it by in the
bank ever since I was old enough to work
and be no expense to him.

¢ But surely you cannot take that with-
out your uncle’s leave? And he is not in
favour of this mad scheme ?°

¢I shall make him glad to let me go,
befors I have done,” said Oliver, almost
sullenly. ¢I'm no good here to myself or
anyone else now.’

Mr. Wilmot was about to make a sharp
reply. but he looked at the young fellow’s
do-yn-bent face and checked himself, and
thought of his cousin’s words—utterly
untamed. Oliver did not look, just now, as
if he would endure being remonstrated with,
much less scolded ; and nothing could be
done by meaking him angry. So, aftera
moment, he said gently enough :

«Well! I suppose no one can keep you
here against your will, though it might be
a good thing for you if they could. But if
you persist in going against the advice of all
your friends here, you know, at any rate,
how to get better guidance than theirs,
I hope you will go to church once more
before you really decide about this,
Oliver ?’

«T mean to!’ he answered, but not at all
in the frank, yet shy tone in which he had
generally spoken to Mr. Wilmot of his

religious duties and feelings. And then he
toolt his leave and went his way, much
with the look of one who knew that he was
wrong and did not intend to own it.

Oliver hardly knew himself how much
his desire to go away and search for his
father was due to the fact that all the
village was talking about them both.

There had been talk enough long ago
about Martin Haythorn, of Boskyfield.
From his boyhood his wild freaks.had kept
the village in disapproving wonder, and
even his marriage and the birth of his
child did not seem to steady him. But
when these doings of his culminated in an
assault—meant, some said, for robbery,
and nearly ending in murder—and landed
him for two years in the county gaol,
people found the matter almost too serious
for talking of, except in guarded whispers.

And when, after the two years were
over, Martin Haythorn came back no more,
and seemed to have disappeared altogether
from the neighbourhood that had known
him, the interest in him gradually wore
itself out. -John Haythorn was quite
respectable, and Oliver grew up to be re-
spectable and something more, and few
cared to vex them by raking up Martin's
misdoings. Few remembered them nowa-
days, and no one guessed how Oliver had
brooded over the little he had heard and
the less that he remembered, and how
fiercely he clung to the good name that
had hardly yet been won back.

Now, everyone knew that Martin Hay-
thorn had been home and had gone away
again; that no one in the village had
known him af the time, though plenty had
been found to confess to an inkling after-
wards ; and that he and his companion had
left the town in the morning before Oliver
traced them to the little public-house in
Netherton where they had slept that night.

Some spoke of it openly before Oliver
and his uncle, and many more grew silent
suddenly when they drew near, and looked
at them askance, with what was in reality
only shyness; but which looked like con-
tempt.

And Oliver chafed at it all, and would
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have longed to be gone even without that
burden of an wuneasy conscience that
weighed on him night and day, and the
reagson of which he had told to no one.

He went to church, however, as he had
promised Mr. Wilmot, and told it there.
There are some faults that we can hardly
confess to God till wo have owned them to
our fellows; but this was not one of them.
To no man but his father would Oliver
confess that he had kpnown him from the
first and had hardened his heart against
him, But he owned it to God—on his
knees, in that special corner of the chancel
where he had made so many good resolu-
tions and sometimes felt so happy—aend
entreated, earnestly enough, to be forgiven
and helped to find his father again.

He did not ask, however, that his father
might be brought back again at once to
Boskyfield, or that he himself might be
shown whether his duty was to go or stay.
Perhaps we are all more ready to ask God
to help us to go our own way than to lead
us in His; and in spite of his deep religious
feeling Oliver had not begun, as yet, to give
up his own will.

He heard all that the Rector, and Mr.
Wilmot, and his uncle and aunt had to
gay on the matter; but he took his own

way at last, leaving them vesed and angry,
and yet ready to forgive him, because he
was plainly 80 unhappy, and they were so
fond of him.

Oliver knew that hig father and the other
man had gone to London, for he had found
out at the station that they had taken tickets
for Xentish Town. Beyond that he had no
clue, and he never told anyone how little
idea he had of what course to pursus
when he should bhave reached London
himself.

John Haythorn advanced him some of
the moncy that had always been called his,
and promised to let him have more when
he should reasonably require it—reserving
to himself, in his own mind, the right to
stop the supplies and order the lad back
as soon as Oliver ha * had time to convince
himself that his searca wag useless.

Of his weeping aunt and his dismayed
little cousins, his old home, and all his
boyish haunts, Oliver took leave Ifke one in
a dream, who knows that he ought to be
sorry, but caunot fcel it. Right or wrong,
wise or foolish, he musd go—now. He could
no more go back to the happy, narrow life
of old than Adam and Eve could stay in
Paradise; and the wide world lay all before
him as it did before them.

(To be continued.)

—— OO0

Wrs. Buckerby,

4 STORY IN THREE CHAPTERS.

CHAPTER III.

HREE wecks passed away, and
the sunshine of spring found its
way even into Peckitt's Row;
bu it came too late to revive the

gick man.

As the doctor had prophesied, he never
left his room again. Once or twice he had
got Mrs Huckerby to prop him up in bed,
and to bring him his carving tools and the
unfinished primrose leaf, but latterly he
had lain very silent and quiescent. Day

by day he was gelting thinner and weaker,
and the cough must have shaken his
gaunt frame terribly. Ie rarely spoke,
however, of his suffering, and gave no sign
of knowing that he was fast going down
into the valley—that, indeed, its shadow
was,already cast upon him.

As for Mrs. Huckerby, she found the
figkt a bard one. Sometimes she was all
but beaten. I'rom morning till night there
was not a moment’s pause in the weary
round of toil. Now it was & customer to
be served, then it was the bit of cooking
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for the family, then the wash-tub, or the
kitchen must be ‘redd up,’ the baby must
be washed and dressed, or Fergus’s stick
signalled some want, or, worse, an ap-
proaching attack of breathlessness, and
whilst she was busy with him she would
hear some one thumping impatiently on
the counter below, or the baby scrcaming
at the top of her voice.

She never took off her clothes during the
lagt fornight after he grew worse, but at
night just laid ler aching frame down by
the children for a troubled snatch of sleep,
that was sure to be broken by the tap of
the stick above. I'requently she was called
up several times during the night, which
was the worst time with the invalid.

The neighbours, it is true, offered help,
with that kindness the poor are always
ready to show to cach other; but Iergus
had suck a dislike to the presence of o
stranger, that Mrs. Huckerby was fain to
refuse, when she could at all manage by
herself.

But & night came when she saw thab
there was a change in the aspect of the
sick man—the approach of the last change.
Then she asked a neighbour {o sit in the
kitchen downstairs whilst she remained by
the bedside, veady for what might come.

Fergus was quite still. The cough was
gone, and his breathing was less hurried.
As usnal, he had been silent all day, but he
wag perfectly conscious. She sat where
she could see the wan face lit up by the
pensive eyes; and as she watched in the
midnight hush, she began to wish he knew
he was going to die. She had never
thought of it before—the grind of work
bad wrought out all thought from her
mind—bué in some way the solemn still-
ness, only broken hourly by the toll of the
church clock, recalled to her that the dying
man had a soul.

¢If he dies there, wi'out a parson fo
make a prayer to him, and wi’ that bad
feeling as he’s got about his wife, I wonder
what will become 0’ him. It's like asif I
should have his blood on my hands. T'll
- just ask him if he’'ll have the parson if so
be as he lasts till morning.’

So the next time she moistened the poor
dried lips she said, < Fergus, if you've no
objections, I'll get Peggy to bring the vicar
to see thee.’

He turned his eyes upon her, consider-
ing; then in a breathless whisper, ‘No;
I'm a Presbyteriau. I—I don’t know any-
thing about vicars.’

¢ But you ought to have some one to say
a prayer, you know; it 'ud do you good
like, and put the bad thoughts out o’ your
mind as you oughtn’t to have when——'

¢When I'm dying, you mean,’ he added
gently.

She shook her head and sighed.

After a pause he said, ¢Isit bad thoughts
about my wife, you are meaning ?°

‘It's terrible to bear malice now,’' she
replied. ‘I wish you'd make up your mind
to look over what's gone.’

‘I've been thinking over it all whilst
T’ve been lying here *—he stopped to pant. -
¢ She was a bad woman, and I thought all
women were bad. I hated her, and I hated
every man and every woman; but you've
shown me, missis, as there’s some good
left in the world, and—I never thought to
forgive ler, but because of what you've
done, I am going to say I forgive her, be-
cause you're a good woman and you've
asked me,’'

These words were full of the pathos of
a broken life and a broken heart touched
to a new belicf—a belief in goodness.

‘Bless your heart, that’s right,’ cried
Mrs. Huckerby cheerfully ; ‘and you'll let
me send for some one to say a prayer,
too?’

‘I've never said & prayer—since she left
me. I wouldn't ask to be forgiven as I
forgive—it would have been a lie; but T'll
say it now.’

He put his wasted hands together and
closed his eyes, and, in the Gaelic tongue,
he repeated the words of the Lord’s Prayer.

Before he had finished he fell into the
sleep of utter weakness, and the night
passed slowly away.

Another day and another night and he
was gone, and Mrs. Huckerby’'s task was
over. Poor woman! she cried a good deal,
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and, if she had had time, would probably
have broken down and been ill from sheer
overwork. But there was something still

left to Le done, and the ncighbours lent
her and Peggy some ¢bits o’ black,’ and
the two followed the pauper coftin to the
churchyard, where Mother Iarth received
her unfortunate child into her bosom, to
his long rest.

went up to the upstairs rooms to set them
in order, for, if possible, she must find
another lodger.

She was busy scrubbing the floor when
she heard the doctor’s voice below, and
then his foot on the familiar stair.

¢ Ah! poor chap,’ he observed, glancing
at the bed, now empty and smooth, ‘he’s
gone, and a good deliverance, too, for all
concerned.’

<T'll never have a lodger as’ll pay more
regular or be less trouble, sighed Mus.
Huckerby, getting up from her knees and
wiping her hands on her apron.

¢ Here's a paper—I forgot to give it to
you the other day—
that he got me to
write out, and which
he signed, leaving all
he had to you, Mrs.
Huckerby. Isuppose
he'dnothingto leave,
but I let him have
his fancy about mak-
ing a sort of will;
he’da notidnof being
grateful, I suppose. I was to give it to
you after his death, and there if is, all

legal and correct ; and the tools, or odds
and ends he has left, are yours.’
Pt T'o think o’ that, now !’ exclaimed Mrys.
Huckerby, a tear trickling down her cheek
—a thin cheek it was. ¢TPoor Fergus!
I'm sure he was welcome. ‘There’s some
carvings e did in the closet here, sir, as
he set a good deal o’ store by. Maybe
yow'd like to take o look at them.’
¢ No, no; never mind ; I've no time to
stay now. Dless me! that's handsome!’
for Mrs. Huckerby had opened the closet-
door, and now presented one of the
choicest bits of work.
" ¢Do you mean to say he did this him-
.« self 2’ he asked, cxamining the hracket
% with interest.
¢As true as yowre there, sir.

All the

" showed "em to any one. He'd a fancey for
such things; and the time that man spent
over them !
some vally, 30 as we could ha’ sold them,
and kept him from being buried by the
paxish, poor dear creature.’

¢ Hum—yes. Well, I should like to
' show this litfle thing to 2 friend of mine
in London who understands such matters.
Will you trust me with it 2°

<0Oh! i course, sir; it’s no manner o
good to me.’

¢TI wouldn’t be in too great a hurry to
say that,” remarked the doctor; take my
advice, and keep that closet locked till you
see me again, Mrs. Huckerby.’

The doctor carried off the bracket, and
nothing more was seen of him in Peckitt’s
Row for some weeks. Then one morning
he appeared with a gentleman who was
unknown to Mrs. Huckerby.

The doctor said they had come to look
ab the carvings in the closet; and, as she
was engaged with customers, she requested
them to go upstairs.

When she was at liberty she followed,
and found that every piece of carving,
large and small, had been brought out into
the room, and the siranger was handling
each in turn, and the doctor was writing
in 2 note-book as he dictated.

They took no notice of Mrs. Huckerby,

It's a pity but they’d been of
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but went on to complete the list, or what-
ever it might be; and then the gentleman,
taking the paper from the doctor, added up
gome accounts therein, He turned round
on the little woman, and, fixing his glasses
upon his high nose, he said, ‘ Now then,
nmy good woman, I am willing to enter into
an arrangewent with you to take this
whole collection of carvings, and to give
you g fair equivalent, Are you prepared
to entertain a proposal 2’

Mrs. Huckerby was very hazy as to what
an ¢ equivalent’ meant ; so she twisted her
apron-string, and remarked vaguely, ‘I
guppose you like ’'em, sir?’' as a safe
thing to say.

¢ Like them ? Certainly I like them, or
I should not make you the offer I am pre-
pared to make. I will give you,’ and he
cast his eye down the note-book—*I will
give you the sum of 75l for the whole
collection, and if you can find any more of
the same work, you shall have equitable
payment for that also.’

‘Oh my! 75L 1 was Mrs. Huckerby’s
rejoinder in a very faint voice.

¢ Here is the list,’ continued the stranger ;
¢ perhaps you would like to go over the
items, to see if we have placed & sufficient
value on them. Would you like to retain
it, to consult your lawyer ?’

Mrs, Huckerby quite disconcerted her
visitors, and herself too, by suddenly
beginning to cry.

¢ The poor thing has bad a hard time of
it lately, nursing and so on,’ explained the
doctor to the gentleman. ¢Never mind,
Mrs. Huckerby; you see, your troubles are
over now, and luck has found you out.
You were & wiser woman than you knew,
when you kept Fergus from the work-
house.’

‘I'm sure I beg your pardon, sir,’ said
she, trembling and laughing and crying
together, ¢but it came so sudden it give
me an upset, I didn’'t know as the
things were worth ten shillings—and
75l.1’

The stranger, who, with his pince-nez
well elevuted, had been inspecting Mrs.
Huckerby as curiously as if she, too, had

been n piece of carving, now coughed and
returned to more important matters,
¢Well, my good woman,’ he said, *if
you are agreeable, as I may presume you
are, to-morrow I will send a man to pack
these curvings, and I will transmit to you
a cheque for the amount, and I shall
require a receipt from you, if you please.’

A happy family was the Huckerby family
that evening.

After tea—and no one was stinted on this
great, occasion—Pegay sat down before a
pink gilt-edged sheet of note-paper, and &
letter was composed to send to the absent
father in Manitoba to acquaint him with
the happy fortune which had befallen his
belongings, and to beg him to return by
the next stcamer, as it would now be possi-
ble to buy & small business, in his own line
of worlk.

When this epistle was finished, which
was not done but at the expense of much’
spreading out of elbows, knitting of the
brow, and putting out the tip of a small
red tongue, on the part of the scribe, it
was put aside till morning for the passage-
money to be enclosed with it, and the party
sat round a fire of unparalleled size and
warmth, to talk over the future and its
happy prospects. The children’s tongues
went very fast; the mother was moresilent;
but when the little ones, tired out with
wonder and surmise and happiness, were
going to bed, she put her thoughts into
words.

¢The first thing I'll do 'ull be to go to
the stonemason’s and order a stone—a real
handsome one—to be put over poor Fergus'’s
grave, Bh,’ she added with o sigh, ‘if we
had but known this afore he was gone,
that he might have had the beef-tea; and
then, when he come to be buried, that it
might ha’ been done proper! But there,
he did die at peace wi’ all men, which was
a real good thing; and mind, bairns, when
you gay, * Now I lay me down to sleep,” as
you say ¢ Thank You " to Him as is above.
He knew all about it, ag I tell'ld Him at
the time, and He’s taken care of us.’

Mary Bern,

e
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@The Bagtists,

&30 far we have traced the story
)2 of two sccessions from the

) Church of England, both on the
question of orga.msatlon—the
Bomnnists maintaining the need of one
visible head, the Pope, with a supremacy
over the Churches of all nations alike,
the Independents championing the right of
each separate congregation to be in itself a
republic.

Thus we have the two opposite principles
advocated : absolute monarchy on the one
Lkand; freedom from all authority and
control on the other.

The Church of England believes she
more truly represents the Apostolic Church
by maintaining belief in the one Body with
its members in duesubordinatior and close
connection under the one invisible Head
—Christ.

With the 1Tth century we meet with
two more secessions, though on different
grounds from the last. The Bapiists and
the Quakers separated from the Church, not
on the question of Church government,
but of the external means of grace. And
again, we observe that there is a departure
in opposite dircctions—the Baptists attach-
ing increased importance to an outward
ritual, the Quakers dispensing with if
altogether. TLet us consider now the
Baptists.

The Baptists first formed themselves into
a separate community in England in 1688.
They had previously exi~*ed in Holland
under the name of Anabaptists, or ¢ those
who baptized over again.’ The Continental
Angbaptists were guilty of wild excesses.
Wherever they carried their doctrines they
caused revolts and dioturbances, and in
consequence they often received harsh
treatment from the governments of the
countries in which they dwelt.

It would be wrong, however, to associate
English Baptists too closely with the tur-
bulent factions on the Continent. They
were alwdys more quiet and orderly, and,

we may trust, more Christian. The reasons
which caused them to leave the Church
may roughly be said to be three. And
as these reasons still keep them apart
from us, we may pause to consider them
separately.

1. The first was the question of the
purity of the Church and her members.

The Baptists were the Puritans proper.
Peined, nay shocked, they were, to see the
careless, worldly, and often profligate lives
of professing Christians. Such a high and
noble Faith and such a poor practice ! Such
abundance of lip-service and so little from
the heart! And have not we, too, felt a
like impatience when we have looked round
upon the Christian world in our best
moments ? Do not we sympathise with
this fecling? Is it not sad that so many
of the followers of the Crucified refuse to
take up the Cross—are Christians only in
name? The world, the flesh, and the
devil have been solemnly renounced in
Baptism, and yet care is taken to live on
good terms with all the three. The
young life is given to Christ in Confirma-
tion, and yet holiness does not follow.
And intemperate and abusive language
sometimes come from lips that partale of
the Heavenly Food. Then there is some
regular Churchman, or, sadder still, some
Churchwoman, given to drink., Another
gets into debt. A third is dishonest in
trade. A fourth is foul and profane. And
then there falls upon our ears the derisive
langhter of a sceptical world, and concen-
trated scorn is heaped upon our incon-
sistencies.

Sick at heart, we turn from such spec-
tacles and sigh for a purer Church and a
more congistent Christianity. We long to
hide ourselves amid & truer band of dis-
ciples. So was it with the early Baptists.
They said {c one another, ¢ This mingled
body of good and evil persons cannot be
the true flock of Christ. Let us draw
together those "who are faithful and true.
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Let us carcfully exclude the black sheep.’
So they withdrew themselves from the
general body of Christians, and started an,
organisation of their own. They set up
& select and exclusive Church.

But alas! how impossible is it, even
with the strictest discipline and the
sternest rules, to keep out evil altogether.
Into the smallest sect and the most rigid
it will ecreep. There is a Judas among the
twelve, and Safan in the guise of the
hypoerite meets us everywhere. You may
lock your doors and draw your bolts, but
you only fasten him in.

The Baptists have discovered this, like
many other people, and the constant splits
in their body bear witness to it. Thus
there are General Baptists, and Particular
Baptists, Baptists’ New Connexion, Strict
Baptists, Scotch Baptists, Seventh Day
Baptists, and so forth—each striving to
frame that impossible thing—a pure and
select Church upon earth. It is, in truth,
an old dream.

So early as the sccond century the
Montanists strove for it, but without
suceess. ‘Tertullian, their leader, is loud
and Dbitter in his denunciation of the
Church for admitting back into communion
those who had fallen into sin. Then came
the schism of the Novatians—the Puritang
of the third century; and then the Dona-
tists, the ancestors of the modern Baptists.
Their doctrine was cmphatically con-
demned at the Council of Arles, o.p. 814,
and they subsequently fell to picces. But
the vision of an earthly Church, ¢ without
spot or wrinkle or any such thing,’ has
continued from that day to this to charm
somo zealous souls, and to enlist their
sympathies.

And here the question suggests itself:
¢ Are the Baptists, after all, secking for the
right sort of thing? Have they not made
a grave mistake in the idea they have
formed of the Church of Christ? Iave
they not altogether misunderstood its pur-
pose and mission?’ Tho Church was not
intended to be a select club in which the
best Christians were to enjoy one another’s

sclect and  exclusive cirele of Heaven's
favourites.” Its aim is not mercly to sup-
ply these chosen ones with spiritual de-
lights and to keep them well guarded from
the wicked world around. That were
o poor and miserable conception of the
Church’s work.

The purpose of Christ through His
Church is far wider and nobler. It is to
be a great school into which sinners ave to
be brought and gradually educated into
ripe Christians. It is like a vast field in
which the tares are mingled with the wheat
until the final harvest. It isthe flinging
of a net with a daring band freely out into
the wide waters of the world, and the en-
closing of good and bad fishes together is
the result. Certainly this implies risk and
peril and chance of defeat. People who
visit among the sick may catch the infection
themselves. And those who go into seenes
of moral pollution to rescue the victims are
not free from danger. But in view of the
nobility of the work, who stops to count the
cost 2 The Church, like her Master, ex-
tends a weleome to publicans and sinners,
even though her character in the aight of
the world suffer thereby. She, too, comes
amongst men, not to call the righteous, but
sinners to repentance.

2. The second peculiar docirine of the
Baptists arises out of the first. And it is
this that gives them their name. They bap-
tize only adults. Not all adults, but those
whose personal faith and character seem
to justify their admittance among the
members of the community. They object
to infant baptism. Nay, they follow an
heretieal practice of early Christian times
by baptizing over again children who have
already been admitted into Christ's flock
by this rite.

The Church, on the other hand, teaches
that none wmay be excluded from the
blessings of this Sacrament whom Christ
has not excluded. She remembers that
there arc no Scriptural words to be found
denylng children admittance into His
kingdom. She recollects how He rebuked
the disciples when they would have kept

company in undisturbed intercourse—¢‘a ; them from Him with the words, ¢Suffer
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the little children to come unto Me and
forid them not, for of such is the kingdom
of God.’

Infants were admitted into the Jewish
Church by circumecision, and she feels sure
that, had our Lord intended that they
should be excluded from the Christian
Church, He would have said so. Then,
too, did n~* 5. Paul baptize whole house-
holds? And are we to suppose that they
contained no children? In truth we have
the testimony of all the Christian centuries
in favour of infant baptism. Every genera-
tion from the first has practised it, as in
accordance with the mind of Jesus Christ.

8. Thirdly, the DBaprists attach great
importance to the outv .d and visible sign
in baptism. This is apparent in their
places of worship. In most dissenting
chapels it is the pulpit that occupies the
place of honour. Preaching is the chief,
almost the only, ordinance. In church we
know it is the aifar, and the sacred feast
celebrated there, to which the Christian’s
thoughts are chiefly directed.

The font indeed occupies & place of
dignity, and is regarded will rcverence,
but it is near the door, to signiiz that
baptism means admittance into the House
of the Lord—thal the washir: with the
holy waters is the first step in the Chris-
tian’s life. But when we come to the
Baptist Chapel the font stands in the most
conspicuous paré, as figuring forth the one
great ordinance of the Baptist communiuy.
It is felt on entering that that which is
symbolised here is regarded as the chief,
perhaps the only, crisis in a man’s spiri-
tual life. And so the members of this
denomination are very scrupulous about
the ritual to be observed on the occasion.
They condemn the practice which prevails
in the Western Church of pouring water
upon 2 part of the body. A baptism to be
real and effective they insist must be by
immersion. And for this among other
reasons they say they hold aloof from the
Church.

Now our answer to such a plea must be,
in the first place, that the Prayer Book in
no wise forbids the immersion of people.

Its direetion, in fact, is to the opposite
effect—that ordinarily, where no reason
exists to the contrary, the child shall be
immersed. There is nothing to prevent
parents so wishing it from having their
child pasced into the Baptismal waters.
And certainly we must admit that this
illustrates best the language of S. Paul on
the subject.

But supposing there is the danger, as
there is with infants in our northern
climate, of injury to the health, Then the
Chureh, following the spirit of her Master's
teaching, which inclined to mercy rather
than sacrifice, allows the water to be
poured upon the brow.

It is a question, indeed, whether among
the Apostles it was customary to baptize
by immersion. Thereare several instances
in which we should almost gather thet the
Sacrament was administered in tl. other
way. At any rate, is it not superstitious
to say that the virtue of Baptism lies in
the quantity of water more or less that is
used? The Church takes the common-
sense and liberal view of the matter. The
power of the Sacrament comes not from
the water, nor the words, nor the clergy-
man, but from God, who has commanded
its use.

There are two thoughts which we may
profitably take away from our Baptist
friends.

-'irst, their very existence as a separate
body is a repreach to the Church of Christ.
We ought all of us to be much holier,
much more consistent Christians than we
are. The evils of which they complain
should not be found in our midst. A
Churchman and a Communicant should
be known for his greater devotion, his
entire honesty, his unworldliness, his
charity.

1t is very shocking that the crimes of
the world should appear among the children
of the Church. The world has a right to
expect something better from us. Still
more, Christ expects something better from
us. To whom much has been given, from
them shall muck be required. He that
knows his Liord’s Will and does it not, shall
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be beaten with many stripes. Our best way,
therefore, to reconcile the Baptists is to
show them a Chureh, the members of which
are all earnestly striving to be Christ-like.
And the second thought is that we do
not make cnough of Baptism. The Baptists
have done good service in reminding us of
its importance. It brought to us the first
gift of the Iloly Spirit. It made us
members of the Body of Christ, children
of God, with the promise of a glorious in-
heritance hereafter. And yet this magni-
ficent birth-right we sell again and again for
a mess of pottage. Let us fry, like the

carly Christians, never to forget the respon-
sibilities it has laid upon vi. We have
Leen signed with the Cross. We are svorn
soldiers of Christ, Then—

Soldiers of Christ, arise,
And put your armour on,

Streng in the strength which God supplies
Through His Eternal Son ;

From strength to strength go on,
Wrestle and fight and pray,

Tread all the powers of darkness down,
And win the well-fought day.

J.H. M.

—-O s OO

A Blessing o Bospitality,

TTAD been read™ng the Epistle for
the First Sunday after Trinity
(1 S. John iv. 7) with a friend
who bad lived in India. e
spoke of that wonderful and beautiful name
for Our Blessed Lord which is peculiar to
the writings of S. John—*The Saviour of
the World.” And then she told me of an
incident in her life in India which bhad
made a deep impression upon her, though
it was very simple. One evening, while
sitting in the verandah of her house, she
saw wearily approaching her an old man,
who looked as if he had walked a long way.
She bade him rest in the verandah, and saw
that a comfortable and substantial dinner
was brought out to him. When he was
rested and refreshed he came up to where
she sat, and bowing respectfully said, ¢ The
Saviour of the World bless you, madam !’
He told no tale of want or sorrow, asked
for no further aid, but silently turned and
went his way. She never saw or heard of
him again; but his venerable appearance
and the simple dignity of his words and
manner were mnever forgotten by her.
Probably he belonged to that ancient and
persecuted Christian Church believed to
have been founded by S. Thomas the
Apostle, and which, though poor and
struggling, still survives to bear witness to

Q

&1

Christ.! Many of these poor ¢ S. Thomas's
Christians,” as they are called, wander up
and down the country in search of employ-
ment. This aged, travel-worn pilgrim was
probably one of them.

The memory of that blessing scemed still
very sweeb to my friend. She turned to
tae quaint old Dutch Bible, and showed
me & picture that she loved. It was of
Abraham entfreating his angel-guests to
¢ comfort their hearts with amorsel of bread.’

We are apt, I think, to forget how much
and how often that ancient and beautiful
virtue of hospitality is commended in Holy
Scripture. Xven if it be not given to us
to ‘entertain angels unawares,’ can we bo
unmindful of the blessing uttered by Our
Divine Lord on the ¢cup of cold water’
given in His name ?

And this is an act of Lospitality which it
is in the power of the very poorest to offer.

. S. HoLrixngs.

! Strong cvidenco can be brought forward for believ-
ing that S. Thomas actually preached in India. The
most remarkablo piece of evidenco is that of Abdias,
a writer who lived at the end of the first century, and
who states that ‘ho recollects having scen a book in
which the voyago of S. Thomss to India and the things
which he did wero described,” and he mentions Gonda-
phorus as having been king of India at the timo. And
bis evidenco is strikingly confirmed by tho rccent dis-
covery of some medals of a prince named Gondaphorus,

one of the Indo-Scythian kings who reigued shortly
after Kanerkes in the valley of the Indas.
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Gooy  Frvuy.

*Who loved me, and gave Himself for me.

SLESSED Jest, wiiile I knael,

= Where Thy pains my pardon seal,
W All Thy love to me reveal,

Josu, Blessed Jesu!

Let me think how for my sake
Thee this woe did overtake,
Till my stony heart shall break,
Jesu, Blessed Jesu!

Let me think it was for me
Thou in dark Gethsemane
Prayed in sweat of agony,
Jesu, Blessed Jesu!

How, forsaken and betrayed,

Thou the penalty hast paid

Of my wanderings when I strayed,
Jesu, Blessed Jesu !

Lord, the selfish life I mourn

Cost Thee scourging, shame, and scorn,

Pierced Thy brow with crown of thorn,
Jesu, Blessed Jesu!

All the sins I weep to-day,
Shaped the Cross their debt to pay,
Drew Thee 'neath it on Thy way,

Jesu, Blessed Jesu!?
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Nailed Thee there in cruel might, Close I cling, and low I lie,
Reared it up on Calvary’s height, More I need to satisfy,
Shed the blood that washed them whito, In Thy dying I must dio!
Jesu, Blessed Jesu! Jesu, Blessed Jesul
From that Cross I hear Thee call— Die to sin, to riso up free,
Can I gaze who did it all ? Die to self, Thine own to be,
Saviour! at Thy feet I fall, Die that Thou may’st live in me,
Jesu, Blessed Jesu ! Jesu, Blessed Jesut
So may I Thy joy fulfil,

Bring Theo good in greatest jli,
Dying, living, work Thy will,
Jesu, Blessed Jesu |
Mary BrnaxcEe Haywanp.

——-O QL OO

Wy the Fobeliness of Spring-tive,
EAS‘T?Z‘R CAROL.
*Then were the disciples glad when they saw the Lord.’

Words by S. Cuiros Cranse, MLA,, Music by Arraor Hexry Browy,
Thorverton Vicarage, Devon. Brentwocd, Essex.
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With its tale of joy and glad-ness Breaks the
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About Euster Eggs.

E are often attracted towards
Easter-tide by the rows of gaily
s decorated Easter eggs which are
displayed in the shop windows,
and which vary in size and colour according
to the differcnt purposes to which they are
now adapied. The original Easter egg was
dyed a deep red colour, and had but one
object; that, namely, of calling to mind
and symbolising the great truth of the
Easter festival. It may, perbaps, be worth
while to say a few words on the meaning
and history of Easter eggs, at a time whex
many persons are likely to buy them asa
little offering to their friends and xelations
on Easter Day.

The cgg was early looked upon as a
sacred emblem, and as having a mystic
significance. It was considered by the
Egyptians and Grecians, as well as by the
people of Gaul and Scythia, to be a type
of the universe ; and in Georgia and Persia
it was used in very ancient times at a feast
held in commemoration of the Creation
and the Deluge, which was called the Feast
of Waters, and lasted for six days. A this
Feast, friends .gave each other presents of
eggs. The Egyptians also saw in the egg
a picture of the renewed cregtion after the
Deluge, whilst the Jews still look upon it
as & type of the departure of their tribes

from the Land of Egypt, and place it upon
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the table with thoe Paschal Lamb, at the
great Feast of the Passover.

To us Christians the egg has a decper
significance, containing as it does a type
or parable of the Resurrcetion from the
dead; and this is the reason why, at the
end of the great fast of forty days, the
decoration and presentation of Easter eggs
is s0 common & practice. It prevails
largely in the north of England, where
eggs are painted and gilded, and rolled
along the grass. Of late years it has
crept down to the south, where eggs of
pink or white sugar, or of more enduring
substances, are apt to take tho place of the
real egg. In Northumberland and Cum-
berland and the adjoining counties we
hear of ¢Pace Eggs,” a corruption of the
old term ¢ Pasche,’ i.e., Paschal or Easter
eggs.

We are told that ¢in Mespotamia, on

Easter Day and for forty days after, chil-
dren buy all the eggs they can procuro,
and stain them with a blood-red colour in
memory of the Blood of Christ which was
shed at that time at His Crucifixion.' In
Italy and in Germany, as well as in Russia,
egas aroe taken to church to be blessed at
Baster time, and the following prayer was
used for that purpose: ¢Bless, O Lord,
we beseech Thee, this Thy creature of eggs,
that it may become wholesome sustenance
to Thy faithful servants who eat it in thank-
fulness to Thee on account of Thy glorious
Resurrection.” The symbolism of the Easter
egg is clearly explained by a writer of 1783
in these words: ¢It is & beautiful emblem
of the rising out of the grave; for just as
the chicken, entombed as it were in the
egg, in due time bursts its chains and is
brought to life, so it is with man at the
Morning of the Resurrection.’

——0 0} 0O

Anials Putting & v 1o Shame,

ARMER DONALD was not an
babitual drunkard, but there
were occasions when he was the
worse for drink. No one, as a

rule, could be a better and kinder husband

and father, but every one knew what to
espect on market-days. The market town
was a long way off—five miles by road, and

then the ferry to cross, and then again a

good piece of road. No doubt by the time

Farmer Donald reached the market town

he was thirsty ; men so often are thirsty!

Then after every bargain there was of

necessity more drinking, and by the time

night came ke was so little master of him-
gelf the wonder was that he ever reached
home safely at all.

His two faithful companions and guar-
dians were his horse and dog. Often the
farmer was 50 overcome with drink that he
could not sit steadily on his saddle, and
would reel from side to side in imminent
danger of falling off. The good old horse
knew his master’s infirmity, and when he
felt the heavy form of the farmer over-

balancing on one side he would cleverly
jerk him over to the other. So the homs-
ward journey was accomplished by a clever
series of jerks on the part of faithful old
Dobbin.

One night Farmer Donald was more
intosicated than usual, and when on reach-
ing the ferry the horse was taken across
first, he threw himself down full length on
the grass by the water-side and was soon in
a dead sleep. The boat was waiting for
him, and the boatman tried to rouse him,
but the dog watcking by judged that his
master was unfit to proceed further, and
barked furiously at the boatman by way of
expressing his views. The noise woke the
sleeper, and he said to the dog, ¢ He maun
tak’ me, Billy.” The dog offered no further
resistance, and quietly accompanied his
master. Arrived at the other side, Farmer
Donald was hoisted on to the horse, and
both horse and dog started off with their
almost unconscious charge. Notwithstand-
ing the cleverest tricks of the good old
horse to keep Farmer Donald safely seated,
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he fell off into a ditch about three miles | his whines and entreaties persuaded Mrs,
away from home. Off galloped both horse | Donald and her daughter to refurn with
and dog to the farm; and Billy soon by | himandDobbin to their fallenmaster. Both
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wife and daughter had a very shrewd guess
as to what had happened, and dragged
the unfortunate farmer, all bespattered
with mud, out of the ditch, where he was
snoring, and made him somechow walk
home.

Dobbin and Billy walked beside them,
and Mrs. Donald, with more warmth than
usual, reprimanded her offending husband,
¢ Why, Donald, I should be nshamed. The
brute beasts have more sense than you!’

Again and again did these words recur
to the farmer’s mind. Yes, the brute
beasts had shown more sense than he;
and what would have become of him times
without number had he not been under
their guardianship? What made him so
much Jower than poor old Dobbin and
faithful Billy? It was drink. Farmer

Donald could not ‘blink the fact; and he
learnt a lesson from his own horse and dog
that he could never forget.

Market-day came round again, and
Donald went to the neighbouring town,
but he returned home sober. His wife
wisely forbore to make any remark, but
his daughter could not resist rallying him
about the change.

¢ Ah, my lass,’ he said, ‘it was time for
me to be a different man when even my
own brute beasts showed more sense and
intelligence than their master.’

From that day to this Donald has kept
sober; and often as he pats hig frusty
horse and dog he thinks of that night, long
ago, when they taught him a lesson he
could never forget.

A. M. D.

———008 00—

@The Gssenee of Guabling and Petting 15 Injury
Bone 1o Others.

F gambling and beiting are not
actual peculations they most
assuredly suggest and induce
them. I have made inquiries

and read reports from governors and
chaplains of prisons, some of which I have
personally visited—the last af Chatham,
one of the largest in the kingdom—and
these officers are unanimous in their de-
clarations that an infinite number of
prisoners, convicted for the first time of
false entries, forgeries, and actual theft,
have attributed their guilt to the results
of gambling and betting. The Rev. C.
Goldney, chaplain of her Majesty’s prison,
made this statement at the meeting of the
Lichfield Diocesan Conference held in
November last :—¢ We are able to fill one
of those spacious corridors in Stafford

prison with young men of the clerk and
accountant class, their ages mostly varying
from sixteen to twenty-three, and they
receiving salaries of from 40l to 70l. per
annum. In what I say I do bub act as
their spokesman, summing up the evidence
with which they have supplied me, and so
fulfilling a promise made to one of them
but yesterday. It is betting and gambling
of which they are the victims, rather than
of drink and immorality, though these
latter may be described as accessories both
before and after the fact’ So true is it

that ¢ he who maketh haste to be rich shall
not be innocént,” and that € he that getteth
riches, and not by right, shall leave them
in the midst of his days, and at his end
shall be a fool.

Dean oF RocHESTEB.
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JEWISH BAPTISNS.

N interesting service was held at
8. Paul’s, Haggerston, Liondon, E.,
- on S, Paul's Day, commencing at
a8 5 rat  Although-this was an in-
~~%-==- - oconvenient hour for many, the con-
gregation was by no meaus small, and through-
out_thére was ohservable a feeling of solemn
- joy.- The form of service was that of the
 Hebrew Guild of Intercession; the Warden
of the Guild, the Rev. M. Rosenthal, officiating.
The Vicar of 8. Paul's, tho Rev. 8, J. Stone,
and the clergy of the church were present, The
service commenced with collects and_prayers,
snd the hymn, ¢‘Hark the sound of holy
voices.' Then a procession was formed, during
which ten candidates grouped themselves round
" the baptismal font. The oldest is forty-five
years of age, the youngest nineteen, and all
orthodox Rabbinical Jews, with the exception
of one, who iz a Karaite. They belong to
various classes and callings, and have made
considerable sacrifices for conscience ~sake.
Indeed, they have logt their all. It was-re-
marked that their faces were radiant, and
the _answers to the solemn questions. of the
Church’s Baptismal Service were given by each
in_a manner which showed that heart and
soul were alive to that moment's mighty issue
for eternity. They appeared like men who
were joyously putling on the whole armour of
God. The Warden of the Guild then returned
to the altar, and offered earnest prayers for the
newly-initiated Hebrew Christian brethren,
The hymn, ‘ When I survey the wondrous
Cross,’_having- been sung, the Warden closed
this most interesting service by pronouncing
the Aaronic Benediction. .

In the middle of the church a large number
of Jews had -congregaled to witness these
baptisms, Their dark, scowling countenances
and ‘angry looks formed a striking- contrast to
- the peaceful, beaming expression resting on the
faces of those newly admitted into Christ's fold.
- Thesemen had intended assailing My, Rosénthal
a2 he quitted S: Paul’s Church, but-a body “of
" police - on ‘the spot were ready to protect-him
from any: violence.  May the God of Jacob

" hear our prayers for them; -and-may-His.

Blessed -Spirit-touch- their hearts-and lead
 them aleo to the Baptismal font; as Ho has led
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80 many others, to confess the Saviour who died
for, them, and to become members of His
Body, while .-He fills them with that peace
which the world ean neither give nor take away.
‘We must not fail to remind -those interested
in this great work that Mr. Rosenthal requires
means to carry it on. Indeed, there is urgent
need at this present moment. -Anyone wishing
to communicate with him may address, The
Rev. Michael Rosenthal, 82 Navarino Road,
Dalston, London, E. E.H. T

‘THE CHURCH EXTENSION ASSOCIATION.

— e

JOI'TINGS FROM OUR JOUR*

‘Work for God ~—that is the head 2
which our monthly journal comes.

It is a positive fact that each w.. oy
Christian on earth has been given a reas wud
separate work to perform for God. )

‘We may wisely and profitably reflect on cur
own insignificance as individuals in this great
world of which we each form so small an atom,
A philosopher of old once said that if & man
wanted to realise what was the real need of
him he should dip his finger in & bucket of
water, and, withdrawing it, look for ihe .hole,
But, however small a place we may fill; if we
are doing our work faithfully and earnestly. we
can no move be taken from it and our absencs
not be felt, than a soldier can fall in the ranks
and his cause not be the weaker by one gun
and one brave spirit. For is it not written in
the Book that we afe ‘labourers together with
God ?* Each :herefore, hags some real and
definite work to sccomplish. -No one ¢an re.
lieve us of our individual obligations, nor dis-
charge our special duties; we cannot leave
them undone without. sin and its.inevitable
retribution, for we shall be judged as certainly
for what we leave undone as for what we do.

¢I bave no money and no'time to give,’ you
say. But does not the history of thousands
prove that heart and will are generally our
only requisites for the socomplishment ‘of host -
enterprises, and that ‘it is mutual:‘burden- -
bearing, such as all ean join in, ‘which.is to
help the world out-of its miseries ‘and mean-
nesses ; to- comfort, relieve, and - restore-the-
needy and erring?® . " S

Take the question of no time. - What if you: |_
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have only an hour a week which you could
givo? In that hour you could visit a sick
neighbour, or put yourself in the way of
someone to whom yom might say & word in
gseagon, or whose burden you could help to lift
in pomo way. Then at the end of the year
you would have left fifty-two testimonies for
God in that circle where God has placed you,
and by the means of which He will judge you.
In the light of that judgment ask yourself
could you not redeem one hour for such pur-
poses ?

And apply the same test to your means.
However small they may be, could you not
redeem something from the service of self for
the service of love for the work of God?

The experience of our Association proves
what valuable help in largo undertakings those
who may be said to have ‘no time and no
money ' can give,

Here are a few letters very much to the point.

1. The first encloses a shilling, with these
words : ¢ Kindly accept this very small offering
as a token of goodwill for the orphan children
under your care. It is from a young man who
has to work long hours for hig livelihood. If
the poor can give little or no money they can
pray that your work may prosper, as I shall do.’

2. ‘I am ill, and have had a little money
sent mo to-day to get a few grapes, or any
thing else I should like, as it is my birthday.
I have added something to it and made ten
shillings of it, and I should like to think that
my birthday present had gone to relieve a
family where some poor little children would
be glad to sit down to a nice tea. Flease
manage this for me and I shall be so grateful.’

8. ¢ Arthur, Fritz, and Dorothea, all under
five years of age, send 10s. for Sunday break-
fasts for poor children. They have saved it in
halfpence through a whole year, earning it by
dressing in a quarter of an hour in the morn-
ing instead of idling about.’ We recommend
this plan for adoption in families, both for
their benefit and ours.

It is rather late to be acknowledging
Christmas gifts now that we are almost mid-
way between two Christmases, but the reminis-
cence of the large plum-pudding from Copt
Hewick is 50 pleasant that we must give the
letter which announced it :

* We have in preparation a very large plum-
pudding, a gift from the Sunday-school children,
and other friends, 1o ke distributed on New
Year's Day in portions to poor children who
had no Christmas pudding. The children are

all coming here to have a peep at the pudding,
which our old nurse and cook are boiling.
Most of the money was earned in carol singing
at Christmas; but even the infants join in
the gift, some bringing bright new halfpence,
their greatest treasures.’

No wonder they are touched, and moved to
Lelp out of their own small means those whose
poverty ig deeper and whose misery is greater
than any they have seen.

We have had much sympathy and generous
assistance in our Orphanage work from the time
we began it many years ago in a.small temporary
Home, until now, when we are extending our
‘Orphanage of Mercy' for the second time,
and building the Queen Victoria Orphanage.
Some of the poor who help us in remoto parts
of England say the idea of their own children
ever being in want of a home makes them
determined to do what thoy can to provide
Liomes for orphans. ‘Who knows,' a poor
woman wrote one day, ‘but that my own
children may not be giad of such a shelter;’
and ¢ thankful should I be,’ said another, *if I
were taken, to think that my little ones might
get in here.’

We wish some of our child-loving friends
could lhave seen the infant orphans—undez-
going their last school examination. They
talk of the ¢Spectre’ (i.c. inspector) very
glibly, and are well aware that Lis visit is
great event, and that they must do their best to
answer his questions, Our ¢ Babies® quite dis-
tinguished themselves when the Diocesan In-
spector came. They first sang what they call
our own hymn. It begins:

In Thy presence, Holy Father,
Weo Thy little children kneel,

With a faith that cannot falter
'To Thy goodness wo appeal.

For we have no earthly father
On the carth so waste and wide,
And we have no tender mother
For our weakness to provide.

The words sound very touching sung by
baby lips ; it is impossible to hear them without
o deep thanhfulness for so many little lives
saved from suffering and sin, or from a joyless,
loveless bringing-up.

The C.E.A. considers it & great privilege to
help foreign missions in any way, and that there
is much missivnary ardour amongst the readers
of tho BanNer oF Farte their generous co-
operation often testifies.

The appeal for the Church Building Fund

at Fort Macleod produced a liberal response,




Arny 1889,

WORK FOR GOD AT HOME AND ABROAD. 93

ag the letter of thanks which wo subjoin from
the mission priest shows,
Fort Macleod, Alberta, N.\WW.P,, Canzdn.

* Please allow mo spacc to express my deep
gratitude for the vory hearty response to my
appeal for funds, published in the BANNER oF
Farrn some months ago.

I had sent to me, direct, 91 from friends in
England and elsewhere, who had scen my
appeal, end then I had your letter containing
a cheque for 551., contributed by kind Christian
people through the Baxxer oF Fairm.

‘T wag sitting one day, meditating on the
urgent needs of the parish, thinking how easily
the work could be forwarded were more funds
available, when I heard the rumbling and
clatter of the * Concord coach,” as it came
rushing into the town, drawn by four galloping
hiorses {we are thirty miles from a railroad,
and our mail is brought in that distance by
coach).

*I went down to the town shortly afterwards
to secure my letters and papers. The very
first letter I opened wag that from you, con-
taining the cheque for 65I. Imagino my joy
and gratitude. I feel that I cannot sufficiently
express my thanks to the kind friends who
have sent this very substantial evidence of
their sympathy in our efforts to restore the
“Houso of God” in this parish, in the far-
away West. May God bless them all is the
carnest prayer of

¢ A grateful Priest,
¢ Rovarp Hirrox.’

We have a letter before us from Bay de
Verde, Newfoundland, telling of four years’
unsuceessful fisheries, terrible poverty amongst
the people, and a half-finished church.

¢« All is covered in and shingled, and service
has been held in it during the summer months;
but as the old windows have only been placed
in it pro tem., it cannot be used during the
winter. The people will give their labour if
only we can get the windows, and then we can
so far complete the building as to use it in all
weathers. Wo hope to have a sale of clothing
for the Church Building Fund ; the most sale-
able articles amongst our people are second-
hand clothes of all kinds, for men, women, and
children. You would be surprised fo see how
eagerly these things are bought. The poor
folls have had enough to do tho last three years
tn get *“ bite and sup,” so that they are nearly
destitute of clothing now, and anything suitable
you can send us in tho way of cast-off clothes
will benefit both our people and our church-

building. Mecanwhile, pray God to send us fair
and successful voyages in May.’

HreicperseErg, CarE Conoxy.—The Mis-
sionary, after many expressions of thanks for
the altar cloths, &e., which ke had received from
our embroidery room, goes on to tell us of the
many anxieties in his parish. ¢ I am very much
exercised in mind to know really what to do
about the numbers of naked children scattered
throughout the parish, whose parents are too
poor or too thriftlessto provide clothes. The very
kind gifts we occasionally receive seem really to
touch only the surface of the matter. Ina few
months time the little creatures will again be
in rags. The only remedy that I can think of
would be to start a Home; but where is the
moncey to come from ? It takes quite 70. a year
to keep one child, with all the assistance we can
get. Then where isa Matron (without salary) to
be found ? Questions easily asked, but not easily
answered, yet one feels one ought to do some-
thing to save a number of human beings from
growing up & curse to themselves and to the
district. The parish is the size of Dovonshire,
and only one priest, and no money to pay the
stipend of another.’

Wa received at Christmas also five boxes and
s parcel, all from one small village in York-
shire. The wonder is, that one small village
can hold so many large hearts, for noless than
seventy persons contributed their work to these
Christmas boxes.

Everybody helped, we are told—girls from
seventeen years of age down to tiny five.year-
olds who had only just learnt to use their knit-
ting needles ; nor were the boysidle—they sent
no fewer than forty-four capital woollen com-
forters of their own making, and even the
village tailor found time and material to make
s useful corduroy suit and a girl's jacket. There
were 400 articles of clothing in the boxes,
besides thirty dolls, thirty picture books, sweets,
biscuits, &ec.; and this is the seventh year these
kind Yorkshire friends have worked for our poor.

- L
*

The Orphanage of Mcrey and S. Mary's Convaleseent
Home are not local institutions, They receive destitute
orphans and sick children from all parts of the country.

Cards for collecting shillings up to 30s. and pence up
to 10s. will bo forwarded on application. Gifts, such
as fancy work, old and new clothing of all kinds, boots
and shocs, blanhets, bedding, eruchery, fruit, vegetables,
groceries, books, toys, are alnays very welcome.

Contributions will be gratefully received and acknow
ledged by Miss Helen Wetherell and Miss Frances
Ashdown, Secretaries of the Church Estension Asso-
ciation, 27 Kilburn Park Road, London, N.\V,
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NOTES FOR SUNDAY LESSONS.

By Rev, D. ELSDALE, Recror oF Moursoe.

TIIE CHURCIH CATECILIISNM.
ARRANGED IN INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE SUNDAYS FROM ADVENT T0 TRINITY.

The Christian Covenant treated during ApvesT.

' » Faith " »  Cumstinss and Erieiasy.
” ” Duty " w  LEMT.
”» ” Grace . from Pary Svxpay to Tnivirs.

Note.—Each Instruction will be arranged under three heads :—

A. Expository—cxplaining the words of that part of the Catechism which is assigned to cach Sunday.

B. Iarmonistic—showing how the Services appointed for that particular Sunday (the Collect, the Epistle, and
Gospel, the Proper Psalms, the Lessons, &c.) illustrate that part of the Catechism.

C. Prac!ical-—drmvinig. from what has been thus cxplained and illustrated, moral and spiritual lessons for the
Christian’s life.

Norr.—We would suggest that, in delivering these Instructions, the Passage from the Old Testament should
be studied last, since it forms an illustration, not a foundation, for the whole lesson. It will therefore follow
more suitably, after the Gospel facts or doctrines have been fixed on the mind, as prophetical or typical of the
truth that has been already accepted. The Text should be repeated fivst of all, as giving the key.noto of the
entire subject.

Dalint Sundap. (Arein 14.)

The Atonement—The Purchasing of Grace.
Text—Deut. xxi. 8, 9. Passage—Numb. xxi. 4-10.

A. My good child, know this—that thou art not able to do these things of thyself, nor to walk in the Command-
ments of Gop, and to serve Hur, without His special Grace.’

I. *Good '—not what we are (S. Matt. xix. 17); but what we ought to be (Eccl. vii. 29) ; and what we may
be (Col. i. 28).

II. ¢ Grace’= power (1) derived from the Divinity of Jesvs (2 Cor. v. 19).
(2) communicated to His Humanity (Col. ii. 9).
(3) extended through His Body (LEph. i. 22, 23),
(4) exercised by His Members (1 Cor. xv. 10).

1IL. ¢ Special,’ i.c. suitable for exch soul (2 Cor. xit. 9).

B. 1st. The Collect—prays for the graces of ¢ humility * and ¢ patience,’ which flow from the Grace of the Passion.
The Epistle—declares the reward of these graces of humility and patience.
The Gospel—states * the price of Blood,’ i.e. the grace of the Atonement, extending not only to the living
(Barabbas) but also to the dead (* Saints that slept °).

2nd. The First Lessons—
Morning —Lxodus ix. The Captivity of Egypt typifics man's need of the Atonement.
Afternoon—Exodus x. Phareoh’s hardness—that of those who reject the Atonement,.
Evening—Exodus =i. The boldness of Moses foreshadows the contidence of our REneeaes,

8rd. The Second Lessons—
Morning—=S. Matt. xxvi. The Dignity of the Stviocr.
Afternoon—S. Luke xix. The Royalty of the Saviotn.
Evening—S. Luke xx. The Truthfulness of the Saviotr.

C. The Atonement means the Death of Gop for man—or Good Iziday. How should I spend this day?
First—Not in Indifference—for HE thought of me (Gal. ii. 20).
Sccond—Not in Business—for He worked for me (S. John xix. 80).
Third—Not in Pleasure—for Ik suffered for me (Phil. iii. 10).
TFourth—Not in Sin—for He put away sin for me (Heb. ix. 26-28),
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Gasfer Dap. (Arrm 21.)

The Resurrection—the acquiring of Grace.
Text—2 Kings xiii. 21, Passago—Joshua v. 1-13.
A. ' I desire my Lonp Gon,’ &e., &e.

1. 1st. Petition—¢ Hallowed bo Tuy Name?* ="' that we may worship IInt as we onght to do.'
2nd, ,, —*'I'ay Kingdom come’ =¢that we may serve IInt as we ought to do.*
3rd.  ,,  —Tuyx Will be done?® w ¢ that we may oboy Hust as we ought to do.*

4th  ,,  —*Givous this day our daily bread®=s* that I will send us all things that be needful both
for our souls and bodies.’
th  ,' ~—*Torgive us our trespasses’ =*that H,B will bo mercifut unto us, and forgive us our
sins.
G6th ,, ~'Lead us not into temptation® =*that it will please ¥Int to save and defend us in alt
dangers, ghostly and bodily.’
7¢h ,, —'Deliver us from evil’ w'that He will keep us from all sin and wickedness,
:lmd tflmm our ghostly encimy, and from everlasting
cath.
11. Explain (1) ‘ ghostly * (Saxon)  =spiritual (Norman).
{2} * sin and wickedness’ =evil in its cnuse and in its effect.
(3} * everlasting * (Saxon) = eternal (Norman),

B. 1st. The Collect—* Special grace preventing us’ by the Atonement,
¢ Continual help ' to * good eifect ’ by the Resurreetion.
The Epistle—~Our Savious, having sequired grace for us, sitfeth at the Right Iand of Gop to dispense it.
L'he Gospel—The Grace of Faith in the Resurrection must be acquired.

3nd. First Lessons—
Morning—Exodus xii. 13. The Easter deliverance of the Chureh by the Blood of Good Friday.
Afternoon—Exodus xii. 42. The night of His Resurrection.
Evening—Exodus xiv, 13. * Go forward * into our new Risen Life.

Second Lessons—
Morning—Rev., i. §, 18. The Revelation of the glory of the Risen Loro,
Afternoon—S8. John xx. 11. The Consolation of the Penitent at Easter.
BEvening—Rev. v. §, 9, 12. The Song of the Redeemed to the Laus once slain.

The Laster dnthem—A song composed from S, Paul’s Epistles, and full of doctrine, not sentiment.

The Proper Psalms—
Morning ii. 7. A great prophecy of the Resurrcelion. See Acts siii. 33.
Ivii. Shows us Jescs (1-3) a captive in Death, (6-12) delivercd in Resurrection.
cxi. ¢ The Works of the Law ' in His Resurrection.
Evening—cxiii., cxiv., exviii. Parts of the Great Hallel sung at the Passover (8. Matt, xxvi. 30).
The Proper Preface states the Glory of the Paschal Laxs,
0. Canist has risen—Christians must rise—
First.—Both bodies and souls from sin (Rom. vi. 2).
Second.—Bodies—to activity (Acts lii. 6).
Third.~Souls—to devotion (Psalm cxix. 632).

Jdow Sundap. (Arrin 28.)

The Ainistry of Sacraments.
Text—Exodus xxviii. 20. Passage—1 Kings xiii.
A. How many Sacrawments hath Canist ordained in His Church ?

1. «Sacrament’ = 1st. A military oath (among the heathen).
2nd. A mystery or sacred truth {1 Tim. {it. 16).
813, A sign, means and pledge of Grace (in the Catechism;.

1L ¢Ordained by Cumss Himself.! 8. Matt, xsviil. 195 1 Cor. xi. 23.

IIL ¢ Two only ' are ¢ generally (i.c. universally) necessary to salvation.’
N.B.—Other Rites, such as Confitmation, Ordination, are of the nature of Sacraments, but are not neces.
sary always—as the Birth (S. John iii. 5), and the Life (S. John vi. 53) of Christians.

1V, An Ordained Ministry necessary for the ordering of the Sacraments of the Church (1 Cor. iv. 1).

B. 1st.~—The Collicct.—DBaptism is a death unto sin and a new life unto righteousness {throngh Cnrisr who wag
given ‘to die for our sins and rise again for our justification’). While the ¢ putting
away the leaven’ carries our thoughts back to the Passover, the great type of our Easter
Eucharist.

The Epistle.—Cumist came * by water sod blood '—which are perpetuated in the Church by the two
Sacraments.

The Gospel.—Here the Ministers of the Sacraments receive their great Commission,
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nd. The Firet Tuse ns-~
Mornirg—Numbers xvi. 33, The punishment of intruders into the Priesthood.

Afternosn—XNumbers xvi. 47. 'The atoning power of the Priesthood.
Lvening~Numbers xvii. 8. The fyuitfalness of the Priesthood.
8rd. T'he Second Lesscnism—

Morning—1 Cor. xv. S. Paul ordained as a Preacher of the Resurreetion.
Afternoon—§. John xx. 21. 8. Thomas convinced of the Xesurrection—~thar he also might bear

witness (sce Acts i. 22),
C. The Duties of Christian People.
First—Study the nature of the Ministry and Sacraments in the Bible and in Church history (1 8.
Peter 1. 10, 11, 12).
Second—Accept Means of Grace at the hands even of evil Ministers as sent by Goo (2 Cor. iv. 7).
Third.—D'ray that rour own sviritual guides may not be cast away (2 Thess. iii. 1, 2).

Second Sundap affer Gasfer. (Max 35.)

The Nature of Sacraments.
Text—Exodus iv. 30, 31. Passage—Genesis xxviii. 10 to the end.

A. What meanest thou by this word Sacrament ?

How many parts arce there in a Sacrament?

What is the outward visible sign or form in Baptism ?

Why was the Sacrament of the Lonrp's Supper ordained?

What is tl:e outward part or sign of the Lonv's Supper?

I. A Sacrament is—
1. *.1 sign oxdained by Curisr Hivserr "—* of grace given unto us® (Judges vi. 36-40).

2. ¢ means wherehy we reccive the same grace * (Deut. xxxiv. 9).

3. ¢4 pledge to assure us* that we have received that grace (Numbers xvii. §),

1I. The Incarnation is the great Sacrament (or * Mystery ' 2 Timothy iii. 16), for there can be no union
hetween Gon and nan except through Hix Wio 1s Borm.

111, The Sacramental chain is as follows :— . L.
Gob is in Cunist~Cunasr is in His Sacraments —His Saeraments are in us.  .°, Gob is in us.

B. 1st. TTe Colleet.—We partake of the Sacrifice of Cinst through His Sacraments. We follow the Example ot
Cmusr with ITts Sacraments.
The Epistle—states the grace of Baptism—¢ \We being dead to sins, live unto righteousness.’
The Gospel—tells of the Death of the Goov Surrnern, which is shown forth in Holy Communion.

2nd. The First Lessons,—
Moming—Numbers xx. 8. * The Rod of tlic Lonn * )
Afternoon—Nuinbers xxi. 9, ¢ The Serpent of Drass® Sacramental types.
Lvening—Numbers axi.14-16. ¢ The Wars of the Lorp 'j

0. Your interest in the Sacraments.
First.—Delieve in the reality of Sacramental Grace--which you can ncither sce nor understand.—

(Hebrews xi. 1; Rom. xi. 33, &¢.)
Second.—Ask for explanations of Sacramental Truth from any one wiser than yourself (Acts viii. 81).
Third.—Hand on your Sacramental Knowledge to othiers still ignorant (S. Luke i. 3, 4).

Published at the Office of the Baxxer or Farrnr (A. Mitehell, Manager), § and 6 Puterncster Row; and
Printed by Srorriswoorr & Co., New-strest Square, Trondon,




