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PREFACE

SECOND EDITION.

Thue obstacles which for nearly three
years have retarded the pub]iéation of a
second edition of these Travels being now
- removed, the work is again presented to
the Public with such emendations and
- improvements as opportunity and further
information have rendered available. Its
publication also at this particular moment

will no doubt prove acceptable, as it af-

fords a more recent account of those parts
of North America which have lately been,

* orare likely to become, theseatof war, than

any other work of the kind. It will enable
the British reader to form a just opinion
- of the Canadian colonies, and to appre-
ciate the character of the neighbouring
enemies who threaten their existence. The
various manners, customs,and dispositions
of the several classes of inhabi@nts, both
a2 ' :
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v PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

in Canada and the United States, are
given with fidelity and truth; and the
~_ distinguishing features of society are de-
picted in their natural colours. It has
been the author’s object to describe things
not as he had read or héard of them, but
as he found them; and to exhibit to the
European world the vast and rapid strides
which the American continent is making
- towards wealth, power, and dominion.

Few men thirty years ago would have
* believed the United States capable of at-
taining such a rank among nations as she
holds at this day ; and yet it is nothing to

- that which might be expected from her,

were her councils guided by wisdom. The
two Canadas have also rapidly improved,
but not in proportion to their néighbours,

for colonies have not the vigour and spirit

of independent states. The genius and dis-
position of the French Canadians, who
form so large a proportion of the inhabi-
tants of the Lower Province, are of so pe-
culiar a nature that they require more than

an ordinary attention on the part of their -

Government. Much, however, has cer-

~
/
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PREFACE, TO THE SECOND EDITION. v

tainly been accomplished in the manage-
ment of a people so opposite to ourselves
“both in religious and political feelings.

The wise and beneficial measures which .

‘have been pursued towards the Canadians
reflect- the highest credit on the British
Government. I'rench as well as English,
Catholics as well as Protestants, are all
unanimous in defence of their country.
Every man throughout the Canadas 1sa
soldier; and not one of them .but has
cheerfully attended the call to arms. This
interesting fact cannot but convey to the
mind the most pleasing sensations ; since
we find a nation of ancient foes both in

politics and religion now united in the

strictest friendship, and xymcr with each

other who shall display the,greatest ardour

in'protecting that Government under which
they have enjoyed so much happiness.
‘The character and manners of the Ca-
nadians, as well as the people of the
United States, are even’ at this day but
little understood by us; and the most
vague notions and ideas are entertained
both of the ‘countries -and their inhabi-
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i , PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

tants: Prejudice and animosity have con-
tributed to warp the judgement of some
writers; while others, seeing every thing
~with interested or partial eyes, have pre-
sented to the world the most flattering
and deceptive accounts. The true cha-
racter of a people, and particularly such
a one as that of the United States, is of
a very mixed nature, and can never be
‘gathered from this or that remarkable
feature. . Manners and customs are -all
more ‘or less subservient to local circum-
stances and situation, and may perhaps
carry a nationality about them; but the
mind, the disposition, and humours of
men are ascertained with difficulty. The
Canadians have less variety in their com-
position, being separated into French and

English, and partaking of the peculiari-

ties incident to each of those nations. The
inhabitants of the United States, on the
‘contrary, are composed of people from
almost every nation in Europe, though by
far the greater part are descended of
“British parents. The establishment of
their independence has created an evident
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change in their moral as well as political

character; and from this no doubt arises -
that self-consequence and- conceit in the -

young American, which gives such an air

of rude licentious liberty to the mass of
the people.

This kind of liberty frequently proves
more tyrannical in society than the occa-

- sional abuse of magisterial power in a mo-

narchical government; for a man in the

American States, if he does not happen to

_be on the popular side of the question, is
often afraid to speak his sentiments, lest

he should be abused and ill treated. .

These political animosities and arbitrary -

“conduct extend even to courts of:ll/xg,t;ce,
where the Judges on_the bench too often

feel—thexr“cdntaglous effects. It is such

".. coarseness and vulgarity in their political -

R

disputes which render the American man- .
ners so repulsive to Europeans, and have
raised in their minds so great a prejudice

against them. There is;nevertheless, much

-real worth in the American character.

The United States can boast of having

N produced many excellent men, who have

iR,
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viii PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

reflected the greatest credit on their coun-
try.. Many at::this. day .could . be found
who would prove distinguished ornaments
in. the -councils of their ‘nation, did not
the virulence of party. faction, and the in-
trigues. of a foreign despot, render their
services abortive. '

- The war with this country has been
commenced on the part of the Americans
in total disregard of their own interests, as
well -as those of honour and humanity.

" They have voluntarily enrolled themselves o
in the cause of universal despotism, and, ' r¢
could they- receive his assistance, would Core
put themselves under the banners of one et
of the greatest tyrants.that ever swayed o ds
a sceptre. Yet these people talk loudly of =~ = w
their republican- liberty,—their love of " th
freedom and virtue. If their Government W
possessed -one spark of either, it would . ong

rulers; The whole people are stigmatized.
for the sottish ignorance of a few dema-
gogues ; and they are regarded by Euro-
- peaus with distrust and -contempt, for the
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paltry equivocation and shuffling which
have marked their official character. Had
a Washington or a Hamilton presided at
this eventful period, how different would
‘have been their conduct !
~ The misfortunes which have attended
the American arms in Upper Canada
will most likely contribute to check the
pride and insolence of the populace,
though it may not convince an ignorant
Government of its errors. Their ill success
on land was as unexpected by the gene-
rality of the Canadians, as their tempo-

~ rary success at sea was unlooked for by

" the British nation. The invasion and re- <
duction of the Upper Province, at least,
was considered almost inevitable, from
the superior numbers which it was thought
would be brought against it. Lower Ca-
nada might be overrun; but while Quebec

.+ and the navigation of the St. Lawrence

. remained to us, it was not likely that it

would be conquered.

: The ignorance and imbecility of the

% American Government have, however,

i~ completely baffled the expectations of all

g e
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x ,
parties;; for it cannot be 1mputed to the
wisdom -of its councﬂs, that its naval cap-
tains fought with skill and bravery. Se-
veral of those officers were educated in the
Bntxsh navy,and acqun‘ed their knowledge
in a school which it was not in the power of
the United States to create. The generals
and officers commanding their land forces
bave displayed every thing but knowledge,
conduct, and valour; and their troops,
every thing but discipline and subordina-~

A e
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One army, after a march of some
tk

tion.
hundred miles into the interior, turns short
round, and runs home frightened at an

9
enemy which ‘it had never seen; and
leaves its unfortunate commander behind

it, lamenting his hard fate, and a trou-
Another sets out on

fc
tc

2
blesome diarrhcea.
a contrary direction ; but, instead of pur- SE
suing its enemies, is employed in running al:
‘ i bz
se

after pigs and- poultry, and plundering the
. - One officer.

n |l

Y

* houses of its countrymen

) ~ and his corps are surrounded’and taken
by a handful of British; another sur-

renders a fort without firing a shot; and ‘ty

a third, who is no less a person than the
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PREFACE TO. THE SECOND EDITION. . xi

commander-in-chief ¥, winds up the cam-
paign by gomg distracted!!

The province of Upper Canada, which
has borne the chief brunt of this unna-
tural contest, was before the former war,
nearly one vast wilderness: a few forts
and small settlements for the convenience
of the fur trade, were all that relieved the
gloomy appearailce of interminable fo-
rests and immense lakes. Since the con-
clusion of that war, the settlement and
cultivation of Upper Canada have been an
object of much attention on the part of
the British Government.. The Loyalists
who were driven from the United States
found here a comfortable asylum, and,
together with numerous families who emi-
grated from Scotland, soon formed a re-
spectable colony. The settlements were
also considerably increased by the dis-
banded officers and soldiers ‘who had
served in America. These people received
large grants of land from Government as
areward for their services; and either cul-
tivated the spots themselves, or sold them

* General Dearborn, Secretary at War.
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to others who did. This zeal for peopling
the Upper Province met with every en-
couragement from home, as it tended to

formastrong barrieragainstany future inva-

sion from the neighbouring States. Towns
of considerable magnitude were in a few
years constructed upon the sites of old
forts and blockhouses ; and the'shouts of

hunters and -the Indian warhoop now gave :

place to the busy hum of trade and com-
merce. The Lakes became covered with
ships instead of canoes; and every town
resembled a sea-port.

Kingston, York, Queenstown and Ni ia-

gara, are the principal towns of the Upper
Province. York, the capital, is situated
on Lake Ontario, and has every prospect
of becoming a city of much -importance
~ in that distant part of the world. It pos-
seses great facilities for commerce and

navigation. The Americans got possession

of this town in the early part of the year,
but were soon driven out of it by our
troops. The vast lakes which cover so
great a portion of this province, have
brought into action the naval tactics of

O e e e oo e
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both powers, and these oceans of fresh
water have proved extremely serviceable
in contributing to the defence of Upper
- Canada. 'The Lakes Ontario, Erie, and Su-
- perior, are capable of receiving the largest
fleets. One of them, viz. Superior, is
upwards of 400 miles in length, and 1500
in circumference. The depth of these vast
lakes in many places cannot be ascer-
tained. And the storms which frequently
- occur, are often more destructive than
‘those which happen on the ocean. _

The climate of Upper Canada is more
mild and temperate than that of the Lower
Province, and for that reason is preferred
" to the latter by most of the European emi-
grants who proceed to North America.

Vegetation of all kinds is most abundant ; :

. the bharvests are extremely luxuriant ; and
by many people Upper Canada is termed
the garden of North America. One un-

pleasant attendant on the warm climate

~of this province, is the prodigious number
of noxious reptilés, particularly rattle-
snakes, which infest the woods and islands

every where: cultivation however is ra- _
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pidlydestroying them. The forests abound
withanimals of everykind capable of yield-
ing food and raiment: and the Indians,

who reside here in great numbers, live al-

most entirely on the profits arising from
the chase. The skins of the animals are
sold for considerable sums, and the bodies

serve them.for food: The commerce of

Upper Canada has within these few years
increased-amazingly ; and large quantities
of flour, potash, timber, and other na-
tive productions, have been exported to

- England. The English laws entirely pre-

vail in this province. Direct taxation is

but trifling ; and any-man- with a mode-
rate sum of money, has it in his power to -

acquire a very handsome competency.
The manners, customs, and amusements

of the people resemble those of the Bri- .
tish nation ; and though society is yet in =

its. infancy, it is not wanting in those re-
quisites that make it agreeable tostrangers.
The Upper Province is indeed a valu-

“able appendage to the British empire, and,

in connexion with Lower Canada, is es-

~ sentially necessary to the maintenance of
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. XV

its power in North Amenca. It is the

magazifie from whence this country de-
rives;,conside‘reible resoﬁrces, in some of
which it even excels the Lower Province.
Without the latter, however, it would have
no opening for the diffusion of its com-

merce and productions- to foreign parts.

The St. Lawrence is the great outlet for
Upper Canada. Quebec is the key of all
our possessions in that quarter, and is the
~only port through which the productions
of the two provinces can find their way to
Europe.  While' we keep possession of

this strong hold, which is now become al-

most a second Gibraltar, and have' the
pre-eminence on the lakes and rivers of
Canada, neither | prounce can be Wrested
from us. : :

These prefatory. obscrvatxons respectmg
Upper-Canada have been called for by
the events which have occurred since the
publication of the first edition of these
Travels. At that time the war was only in
embryo, and no particular interest could
~attach to any place from mxhtary eyents.
Since then it has acquired a greater in-
terest by the operations of the war with

T— T —
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the United States, though they have by
no means been confined entirely to that
province " Lake Champlainand the neigh-
bourhood of Montreal have felt their in-
fluence : and it is probable that the Ame-
ricans, finding. itheémselves: baffled in all
their attempts to subjugate the. Upper
Province; may-be-induced-im the ensuing
campaign  to invade" Lower Canada’; in

- ‘which case these volumes’ wgll be fc‘)ruprd,,to :

possess a gpeate,r, claupi,g thg,dptgbllc.&,at-

tention than -any o&beraaeoouatf ofs Naﬁh

Amenca extant. - "~

Nov. 1s¢, 1813.
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~ INTRODUCTION

' FIRST EDITION.

% What a large volume of adventuses may be grasped
within this little span of life, by him who interests his
“heart in every thing; and who having eyes to see what

~.time and chance are perpetually holding out to him,
as he journeyeth on his way, misses nothing he can
“fairly lay his hands on !””  STERNE.

I nap long entertained a desire to visit
the American continent, and to explore
those parts which have been rendered in-
teresting by the glories of a Wolfe and a
Washington. In the one I had to see the

~ effect of a foreign government upon the -

minds and manners of a people widely
differing from ourselves: and in the other,
- the effect of a new government upon those
who a few years ago were British subjects,

but who now hold a distinguished raok in-
the scale of independent nations. In short,

VOL. L. b
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Xvilii INTRODUCTION TO THE FIRST EDITION.

to see the new world, and to tread on that
ground which little more than three cen-
turies before was unknown, was an object
which I ardently longed to accomplish. -

My wishes in: this respect were at length | _

gratified ; and I arrived at Quebec in the
autumn of 18006. I had previously read se-

veral authors who had written on Canada;,

but I had not been long arrived, before I
found that a considerable alteration and
improvement had taken place within the

last twenty years. The descriptions then

given, were no longer perfect. Many in-
teresting particulars had likewise never
~ been noticed ; and Lower Canada seemed
to be as little known- to- the people of
England, as the deserts of Siberia. -
- I therefore availed myself of this favour~
able opportunity to collect information,
and to make myself acquainted with the

present state of Canada. Every thing was- -

of an interesting nature; for though the
province belonged to the British Govern»
ment, yet the majority of the people were:

totally different from those whom I had

been accustomed to see; their manners,

Q“’?‘, :.-Us mqﬁ e ot o] FF‘L"{'FF_ - ~
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INTRODUCTION TO THE FIRST EDITION.  XiX

customs, ‘language, and religion, were all
new to me; and I found myself at once
upon.a strange soil, and among a foreign
people. : _ -

- After residing a twelvemonth in Canada,
I visited the United States, a country,
whose real state and condition is almost as
little 'known in England, as that of Cana-

da; and the manners and disposition of

whdse: inhabitants are seldom viewed but
through the false medium of popular pre-

judice.. Whatever truth there may have
been 'in the accounts given of the United -

States by former writers, they present at
this day; but imperfect or distorted pic-
tures of the country and its inhabitants.
Those who have not seen the United States
for the last twenty years, would be asto-
nished at the alteration that has taken
place. No country, perhaps,everincreased
in population and wealth, or rose into im-
portance among other nations, more rapid-
Iy than the United States. Within the
space of thirty years they have emerged
from-the obscurity of colonies, into the

‘rank of independent States; governed by
b2

/




xX  INTRODUCTION TO THE FIRST EDITION.

a constitution altogether novel in the pre-

sent times, but which, whatever defects it

may contain, has proved the source of all

their prosperity. The people of England

aré too apt to hold the character of the

Americans in trifling estimation; but when

it is known that their country is fast ap-

proaching to importance, that their im-

ports and exports already amount to one-
half of those of Great Britain, while their

- annual expenditure is not a twentieth, and

~ their national debt not a fortieth part of
ours, we cannot avoid giving them our
meed of admiration. It is to be hoped -
that the two nations will no longer give
way to blind and acrimonious prejudices
against each other, but endeavour to cul-
tivate the blessings.of peace, instead of the
horrors of war.

- Icertainly felt a lively interest in visiting
the United States, with which I was but
imperfectly acquainted from written ac-
counts. My eyes and ears were open to

every thing I saw or heard ; and though T

~“met with a people whose manners and
customs differed but little from those of
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my own countrymen, yet there was a

- novelty in mauny things which arrested my

attention, and was not always unworthy
of notice. o

The result of my labours I now lay be-
fore the public, and trust that their libe-
rality and candour will make allowances
for the errors and deficiencies of a first at-
tempt. If I have been too prolix in some

things, it has beeri occasioned by a desire
to impart all the information which I con-

sidered useful or interesting, and by look-
ing upon a variety of subjects, new to me,

with more interest perhaps than they really

deserved. If I may have said but little
upon other subjects, it is because much
has been before said of them, and I wished
only to touch most upon such things as
were possessed of the greatest degree of
novelty or importance ; not but that it is.
adifficult task to speak only of what others
have omitted ; for, as Dr. Johnson truly

observes, “to oblige the most fertile genius -~

~-to say only what is new, would be to con-
tract his volumes to a very few pages.”

. In the course of my tour through Lower
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XXii INTRODUCTION TO THE FIRST EDITION;

Canada, and part of the United States, ‘my
object has been to describe the people -as
I found them ; to remove the veil of un-
“just prejudice, and the gloss of flattery:
If in some places it may be supposed that ——
I have spoken with too much- ~freedom, I
can only say, that it is the freedom of
truth ; yet, where truth has obliged me to -
speak freely, 1 have done it onlysfrom a
__ consciousness of its being of public utility,
~ and not from a desire to hurt the feelings
of any individual. In expressing my opi~
- nion of such things as offered themselyes
‘to my notice; 1 hope that. I shall not be
.accused of presumption by those who may
differ from me: we are all anxious to learn
the thoughts of each other, and a. man
writes to little purpose wha is ,afraid of
speaking his real sentiments. A traveller
who visits foreign nations should bring
home that knowledge and information
" which may be of service to his own coun-.
try; such as may supp‘]y some want, or
- mitigate some evil: but he would ill per-
form the duty incumbent upon him, were
he servilely to ﬂatter the errors-and pre-
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Judlces, which he should endeavour oto
correct. :

Amidst the variety of manners and dis-
pqsitions which distinguish the natives of
"”’éifery-COuntry, a‘stranger meets with cha-
tacters of all descriptions, and often of the
most: contradictory nature. ‘Hence, even
his own -opinions are, at times, réndered
- almost irreconcileable; and he himself is

at a loss how-to judge of the p”ebpie whom

he wishes to describe. - In most’ bo’untries
there are certain’traits and pecuhamtles in
the natives, which: may, in some measure,
form what is* called a nat;ona] charuacter ;
yet to designate a people thus indiscrimi-
nately, is as erroneous in judgement, as to

sum up the total of a man’s disposition

from particular lineaments of his counte-
nance. If, therefore, opposite qualities
‘are found, and Seemingly contradictory
characters displayed, in the people whom
I have attempted to delineate, they are
such as characterize human“nature more

or less: for perfection is unattainable in -

this life; and virtue may predommate
where vice exists.
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- Upon the same principle, every coun-
try has its advantages and defects; and
whether it be the frozen deserts of the
Eskimaux, or the luxurious plains of the
Italian, each prefers that country which
gave him birth. Hence, while I acknow-
ledged and admired the easy independence
and happiness of the Cangdxans, the rising
prosperity and freedom of the Americans, I
could not look back on the country I had
left, without sentiments of greater venera-
tion and attachment than any I had before
felt. I compared the advantages and de-
fects which each country possessed,and the
result was decidedly in favour of my own.
I have considered it indispensable to
say thus mach in explanation of my sen-
timents,. not for the purpose of laying
claim to merit which I do not deserve, but
because I venture before the public as a
stranger, whose principles are unknown,
and may therefore. be misconceived. As
to the work itself, I submit it to the im--
partial judgement of the pubhc, with the
‘utmost deference to their opinion, by which
it must stand or fall.
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Ovur passage to the Banks of Newfoundland

‘was not attended with any remarkable circum-

stance. We met with the usual squalls and gales,
so frequent on the Atlantic Ocean in the fall of
s VOL. I. B :
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‘9 NEWFOUNDLAND.

the year, and the winds were sufficiently capri-
cious tp give me a tolerable notion of traverse
sailing.

1 was told that we should certainly meet with
very foggy weather -on the Banks, and have to

ring the ship’s bell, and rattle our tin kettles, to

prevent being run down by other. vessels: but
to the surprise of all on board we had finer wea-
ther on the Grand Bank, than we had experi-
enced during the passage. Not the least. haze
was visible, and the sea, for a day or two, was
as calm and as smooth as a canal. We caught
about a dozen cod, and should have taken many

‘more, had not an easterly breeze sprung up and

wafted us over the Bank. The season for fishing
being over, we did not meet with a single vessel;
all around us was therefore a clear expanse of
sky and water, and we the ceatre of our heavenly
arch and liquid plain. I shall not detain my
readers with a long account of the mode of catch-
ing' fish, and other peculiarities of this immense
Bank, as they have been repeatedly mentioned

- by every writer of voyages, who has sailed over or

near it since the days of Cabot. _

The first land we made was Trepassé Bay, on
the south coast of Newfoundland, in the after-
noon of the 11th October. Qur reckoning must
have been remarkably correct, as we were within
two hours sail of the spot laid down on the Cap-

~
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tain’s. chart, . and which agreed exactly with the
bearings of the coast. We stood a considerable
way into the bay, the shores of which are bold
and rugged. As it was the first portion of the
New World that regaled my eyes after a tedious
passage, it was on that account doubly acceptable;
“and, barren as it appeared, I gazed on it with
pleasure, while my imagination waundered from
the trifling privations and difficulties of my own
voyage, to those which the great Columbus en-
countered in search of a new hemisphere.
‘Newfoundland is an immense island, abound-
ing with numerous harbours, some of which are
very capacious, and extend a great distance into
the country ; but the interior having never been
perfectly explored, the greatest part of the island
remains an unknown wilderness. A small part
only is cultivated, and even that scarcely repays
the labour of the hushandman. Potatoes and 2
few other vegetables, are all that the soil is capable
of producing in any perfection ; for the season is
too short for wheat, and oats seldom ripen. In
May the winter breaks up, and till September
the air is temperate. During this period vegeta-
tion is rapid ; but the poverty of the soil is such,
that it requires a supply of manure to produce
what, in other, countries, would be regarded as
~very inadequate to the trouble and expense be-
‘stowed upon it.  Sinall quantities of Lay are

B2
a
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made, but of an indifferent quality. St. John's
is the capital town of the island, and the place
where all the fish caught on the Banks is dried,
- and packed up for Europe. The streets are nar-
row and .dirty, the buildings low and inelegant.
Every other kind of provision, but fish, is scarce
and dear. The town is supplied with poultry,
meat, and vegetables, by the Canadians and Ame-
ricans, who are sure to find a good market for
their productions. A turkey often sells for a -
guinea, and a leg of mutton for fifteen shillings.
In short, the situation of the inhabitants at St.
John's seems very much to resemble that of the
: people of St. Helena; and. were it not for the
~abundant supply of fish, which is procured at
both those places, their fare would be extremely
scanty. At St. Helena, the inhabitants are al-
lowed fresh meat only four times a year ; and no
man is permitted to kill a sheep or an ox of his
own, without an order from the Governor. The
inhabitants of Newfoundland are robust and
healthy, and though enveloped the greatest part
of the year in the dense vapours of the Grand
Bank, ‘yet possess the jolly, ruddy countenance
of the English; which thus seems to be congenial

with a foggy atmosphere. The women aré saidto = -

be extremely prolific; but, as Sterne says, ‘There
is nothing wonderful in that, since it may-be ac-
counted for in the principles of their diet.’




GALE OF WIND, : 5

The bleak and rugged shores of Newfoundland
impress their beholders with no favourable opi-
nion of the country; while the boldness of the
coast, and the raging of the ocean, make them
tremble for their safety. The night we passed
- between Cape Ray and the:island of St. Paul
was pregnant with danger and alarm. It blew a
gale of wind; and such was the darkness of the
night, that even if the vessel had been driven
ashore, I question whether we should have seen
" the land. Four days had élapsed since our depar-
ture from Trepassé Bay, during which time no
observation could be taken, in consequence of the
fogs and hazy weather that prevail upon the Small
Banks, over which we had been sailing. By the
Captain’s reckoning, we were within a few miles
of Cape Ray; and though we had every reason
" to be satisfied with its correctness, yet few on
board could easily divest themselves of ‘their ap-
prehensions. We were going at the rate of twelve
miles an hour before the wind, and a fault in the
compass, or the want of a light in the binnacle,
might in less than twenty minutes have proved
our destruction. Fortunately, the gale was in onr
favour; but the howlmg of the wind, and the
beating of the sea over the stern of the vessel,
were far from alleviating the uneasiness we felt at
being unable to ascertain our distance from land.
Upon deck all was ¢ pitchy darkness,” while we
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6 DREADFUL SHIPWRECK.

flew through the water with amazing velocity,
uncertain of. our situation. We howeverassem-
bled in the cabin, and employed ourselves, during
the night, in looking over the charts of the coast;
and it was some satisfaction to see the name of
Captain Cook engraved upon them, having been
taken from surveys made by that enterprising.
navigator soon after the conquest of Quebec. _

It is most likely that we should have been

~much.easier, had not the circamstance of a trans-

port with troops on board being wrecked on
Cape Ray the year before; presented itself in
frightful colours to our imaginations. That vessel,
in company with several others, was going from
Halifax to Quebec in the month of October,

1805 ; but encountering a violent gale of wind,

nearly in the same place as we then were passing,
she was driven ashore on Cape Ray, and Major
Bertram, with upwards of two hundred officers
and soldiers belonging to the 100dth regiment,

lost their lives. Those who escaped from the

wreck found thiemselves in the midst of a dreary
forest, far from any human habitation. Some of
them endeavoured to reach the nearest settlement
along the coast, but they perished in the attempt.

‘A few only, who remained behind, survived to

tell the melancholy tale. They were taken off a
considerable time after by a vessel that heard of
their distress, and carried them to Quebec; but
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in such.an emaciated state, that they have never
' yet recovered from the effects of that disaster.

Our apprehensions were therefore not without
some foundation: fortunately, however, they were
dispelled as the dawn of day broke through the
chaotic darkness of the night, and we found that
we had passed within a very short distance of our
so much dreaded Cape.

How chequered is the life of a seaman! and
what a variety of dangers and hardships does he
encounter! One moment he is basking in all the
security of a clear sky and unruffled ocean—the
next, he is tossed about at the mercy of the winds
and waves, expecting every moment to be his
last. At the ‘best of times, there is but a short
distance between him and the grave, and a thou-
-sand dangers menace him, of which the landsman
has no conception, and of which he himself is
often unaware. " Yet though he is thus continually
- sailing on the brink of destruction, he frequently
is the most careless being in existence; and it is
astonishing that he'so seldom suffers from that
danger into which his own thoughtlessness repeat-
edly precipitates him. Notwithstanding, how-
ever, that apparent levity and carelessness which
distinguish the sailor’s character, ‘he has perhaps
a higher notion of the Supreme Being, than those
who pass the whole of their lives on shore; and

A
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I have often found more real piety under his
rough husk, than under the smooth exterior of
him who professed greater devotion. Indeed, it
is almost impossible for a man to traverse such an
immense expanse of ocean, and not have a lively
sense of the protecting power of an Almighty
Bemg, whose care and attention are for ever ex-
tended to the very meanest of his creatures. Yet
his ways are inscrutable, and far beyound the reach
of human comprehension: for while some are
rescued from destruction in a marvellous manner,
others are doomed to perish by the most simple
means. The guilty too are often saved, while the -
innocent are lost : and some people live in unin-
terrupted prosperity and happiness, while others,
who perhaps appear to us more deserving, are
exposed to a series of misery and disasters, seem-
ingly incompatible with an impartial dlstubutlon
of divine Justxce.

After passing Cape Ray, we entered the Gulf
of St. Lawrence, and about noon were in sight of
the Magdalen Islands. .The wind changing, we
were obliged to run down along the coast of these
Islands, which presents the same dreary view as .
the coast of Newfoundland, though not so bold
and lofty, —Atthis season of the year, the trees
with whiclfbhg§gf/i§}ands; and the mountains and
rugged shores of Newfoundland, were covered,
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~ had lost their verdant foliage, and presented no-
thing to the eye but the brown and v]oomv tmt
of barrenness

The Magdalen Islands, situated near the en-
trance of the Gulf, are seven in number, and be-
long to Admiral Sir Isaac Coffin. The number
of inhabitants is about a thousand, of whom four
hundred and fifty are men. Each settler pays
two quintals of fish per annum to the Admiral,
whose brother resides on one of the principal
islands, with a collector. The latter receives 100/.
per annum from Sir Isaac, and is also a justice of
the peace. No cultivation is carried on here,
except in potatoes, and that but trifling. The
Americans carry on a small lucrative trade with
the inhabitants, in articles chiefly contraband ;
and pay a certain annual sum for drying their fish
on the islands. The Admiral is of a very specu-
lative turn, and has expended a considerable sum
of money in endeavouring to make these islands
of some importance; but except as a depdt for
the fisheries, they are not likely to become of any
material consequence. The inhabitants are sup-
- plied with- provisions and manufactured goods
from Canada. -

During the remainder of our passage through
the Gulf, for nearly elght days, we experienced-
contrary winds and indifferent weather: nor did

we meet with any thing worthy of particular re->—

B
Ty
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mark. Whales, porpoises, and seals, were all
that we saw of the aquatic tribe; and of the
feathered race we saw only wild geese, ducks, and
gulls.  We had but a distant view of the island
of Anticosti, which separates the mouth of the
river St. Lawrence into two channels, as we kept
close over to the shores of Gaspé and Cape
Rosieres,, along which we coasted for four days,
until we arrived off Cape Chat. The island of
Anticosti is of very considerable size, being one
hundred and twenty miles long, and thirty broad.
The French formerly had a settlement on this
island, but at present it is uninhabited ; nor can
it ever become of much importance, as it does not
possess a single harbour whete a vessel can ride
in safety. 'The wood which grows upon it is
small, and the soil is reckoned unfruitful; which,
added to the severity of the wiater, will ever
prove serious obstacles to its colonization.

On the 23rd October we took a pilot on board
off Father Point, about 200 miles below Quebec.
This place is inhabited chiefly by pilots, who, by
a regulation of the Trinity House at Quebec,' are
restricted from geing further down the river to
meet ships. . Formerly they were in the habit of
cruizing as far as Chaleur Bay; but, to prevent an
enemy taking advantage of them, they were not
~allowed to board vessels below Father Point.
Indeed they are not absolutely wanted before, as
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the navigation is very clear and open to that
place. We had a very good view of this little
settlement, which is extremely pretty: and the
white cottages of the Canadians scattered over the
cleared land, which appeared neatly fenced in,
had a very pleasing effect, amidst such a wild
and dreary scene as the surrounding country
presented, of trackless forests, and gloomy moun-

tains.
ar pilot, Louis Le Clair, was an old French
Cdnadian, possessed, like the rest of his country-
men, of a tolerable opinion of himself; yet was
a good-humoured, friendly fellow. It was not -
long before we found that his predilection for
the clergy was not excessive. He ertertained us
with many of his whimsical opinions, and de-
clared, that for his own part, he never went to
confession, though he ailowed his wife and
daughters to go. Women,” says he, “can never
~ be happy until they let out their secrets, and on
that account it is necessarv they should have a
confessor;_1 therefore pay him his fees, which is
only justice: but for myself I consideritallasa -
mere farce; and it must be so, since tlie women
. say that they only tell the priests a part, and
. conceal the rest."—A few years ago the pilot
picked up an English Bible, which had been
thrown ashore from the wreck of a ship: as he
% understood the language, he read it through,

Y
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12 PRIEST AND THE BIBLE.

and it opened his eyes so much, that he could
not forbear, soon after, disputing with his curé
. upon certain points of religion. The latter was
much surprised to find him so knowing, and in-
quired how he had obtained his information ; upon
which the old man showed him the Bible. The
priest declared it was not a fit book for him to
read, and desired he would give it into his charge.
This the pilot refused, and the curé threatened
to write to the bishop and have him excom-
municated as a heretic: but finding that neither
threats nor entreaties had any effect, he was
‘necessitated to request that he would keep it to
himself, and not let any of his neighbours know
that he had such a book. The old pilot declared
that he considered the finding of that Bible the
happiest event of his life, in consequence of the
comfort and consolation which he derived from
perusing it. ,

Our passage up the river was extremely plea-
sant; the weather was fine; and the shores studded
with white farm-houses, -and neat churches, con-
trasted with the cultivated lands, and the sur-
rounding scenery of islands and mountains covered
with immense forests, formed a succession of the
most beautiful and sublime landscapes. "

On entering the basin formed by the shores of
Point Levi and the Island of Orleans, the view
of Quebec and the surrounding country suddenly
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arrests the attention of the spectator, and dis-
plays, at once, am assemblage of every thing that
is grand and beautiful. In the froat is seen an
immnense projecting rock, covered with houses,
- churches, and warehouses, of stone, rising gradu-
ally one above another in the form of an amphi-
theatre: above these are the glittering spires of
the cathedrals, convents, and other religious build-
“ings, whose refulgence dazzles the eye; while
below is seen a crowd of shipping, whose masts
. sink into insignificance against the mountain
which towers above them. On the left is Point
Levi, adorned with its little cluster of houses,
and neat church, which, as the vessel moves along,
emerges gradually out of a thick wood. To the
right, is the fruitful island of Orleans, with its
neat dwellings, cultivated slopes, high grounds,
and its yet uncultivated forests. Beyond, is the
majestic ‘chasm of Montmorency, and its snow
white falls, seen in an opening upon the elevated

shores of Beauport, which rise in the form of ’

" terraces, until they reach the huge and lofty
mountains that form the back ground, and extend
far beyond the ken of mortal vision. It was the
most beautiful combination of scenery I had ever

beheld; and the vessel had come to an anchor off.

_the town, before I quitted the contemplation of
such a variety of charming objects.

b s gy
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14 HIRE OF HOUSES AT QUEBEC.

CIIAPTER II.

Hire of Houses at Qucbec——”Roqfs—Z'/zimnéy—
sueepers—Narrow Streets of the Lower Town
—Cape Diamond— Dreadful Accidents— Moun- -
tain-street—Steep Ascent— Breakneck Stairs—
Singular Escape of a Boy—Canadian Stores—

. Taverns— Union Hotel—Irish Landlord—Ge-
neral Montgomery's Attack on Quebec—Sudden
Defeat and Death—dpplication to the Canadian
Government for his Bones— General Arnold—
Intendant’s Palace.

TaE seasen of the year in which we arrived,
was by no means favourable for procuring good
lodgings at Quebec. Houses are seldom to be
obtained except in the month of ‘May, when the
term for which they are taken expires; besides
this, the House of Assembly was to mieet shortly,
and the influx of its members, from different parts
of the country, rendered it very difficult to pro-
cure either a house or apartment. We were
therefore obliged to ke contented with a very in-
different house in Cham—plain-styeet,,'—o‘ﬁéf'tlk_gf the
most disagreeable parts.of thie Lower Towr. The

e
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our favour, and the situation was extremely re-
pulsive. It was some consolation, however, to
have Mr. Mure, one of the.most distingnished

merchants in Quebec, as-our next door neigh-

bour; the house we ocuxpxed belonged to that
gentleman, who also "owned an extensive wharf
and range of large store-houses adjoining.

The houses in Quebec are, with few exceptions,
built of stone; the roofs of the better sort are
generally covered with sheets of iron, or tin, and
those of an inferior description with clap-boarde
Shingles have been prohibited; though many old
buildings have thein. In case of fire, the burning
shingles, scattered about by the wind, spread the
destructive flames to a great extent: it.was the
danger apprehended on this account, that caused
the provincial parliament to prohibit, in future,
the covering of houses with them ; but the
boarded roofs which are at present chiiefly in usz,
are equally dangerous in catching fire, though
perhaps not so likely to communicate it to di-
stant parts of the town. On the roofs of the
houses, two or three ladders are placed near the
garret windows, for the purpose of assisting the
chimney-sweepers to get on the roof, and clean
the chimneys. Boys do not go up as in England,
but two men perform the work with a bundle of
twigs, or furze, tied to a rope, which they pull up
- and down till the chimge/y. is sufficiently clean;




16 NARROW STREETS OF THE LOWER TOWN.

-one man goes upon the roof, and the other re.
mains below: a similar mode is practised in Scot-
land. .

The streets of the Lower Town, with the ex-
'ceptio'n of two or three in the vicinity of the
market-place, are scarcely deserving of that ap-
pellation; they are rugged, narrow, and irregular,
and can be compared only to the dirtiest lanes of
London. St. Peter’s-street is the best paved and
widest of the Lower Town: it contains several
good substantial houses, which are chiefly occu-

pied by the principal merchants aud traders. It

has a very gloomy appearance; yet the attengion
of fuot passengers is constantly kept alive by the
contmual noise and bustle of the carters, whose

vehicles are drawn up on one side of the street,

near the market-place, for the purpose of being
hired: carts are therefore continually on the move

along this street; and the adjoinihg wharfs afford

them constant occupation in the summer season,
during which period this place is a complete
Thames.street.

~ The Lower Town is built along the base.of the
mountain by the water side, extending on the

south as far as L’Ance des Méres, and to the north ‘

as far as the suburbs of St. Rocque, a length of

- nearly two miles. That part which comprises -

the marict-place, St, Peter's-street, and the
wharfs adjacent which extend a considerable

&
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CAPE DIAMOND. 17

. Sway into the river, is the widest part of the Lower

Town, and the chief seat of commerce. The ex-
tremities are very little more than narrow lanes,
winding round the foot of the stupendous rock,
upon the summit of which the Upper Town is
situated. 'The highest part of this rock is on.the
south towards L’Ance des Meres, and is called -

_Cape Diamond, in consequence of a considera-

ble number of transparent quartz crystals, resem-
bling diamonds, being found between the fissures
and cracks of what is regularly called “ black
lime slate,” of which the rock consists.

Cape Diamond is stated by Mr. Weld, in his

Travels, to be upwards of one thousand feet above = -
~ the level of the river: this account is, however,

extremely erroneous; its utmost height being
only three hundred and fifty feet perpendicular,
which an officer of the engineers informed me
was the actual measurement. From this altitude
it subsides, towards the northern extremity, into
a height of little more than two huudred and
fifty feet. The aspect of this immense body of
rock is steep, and rugged; in several places it
projects in a very dangerous manner over the.
houses of the Lower Town, and has occasi ned
many serious accidents. In the winter time the
fissures and cavities of the rock are filled up with
snow, which as it freezes into ice exl\\)audﬂ be-
yond its usual ‘bounds, and sphts many of the
VOL. I c
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18 ' DREADFUL ACCIDENTS,

projecting parts into fragments; these are loosened
by the warm sun of March and April, and often

- precipitated upon the unwary passenger below.

While I remained at Quebec in the spring of
1807, one man was killed upon the spot, and
several others had their arms, legs, or. thighs
broken by these loose fragments. . It has long

‘been a cause of general complaint, that the rock

has not been shaped s0 as to prevent such serious
accidents. It is hardly possible, at present, to
walk in certain parts of the Lower Town in safety
during the thaw which takes place in the spring.
Along the end of Sault au Matelot-street, Cano-
trie, and some other parts of Champlain-street,
the houses are built within a few feet of the rock;
leaving barely room enough for a cart to pass.
The heavy sameness which pervades all the

“houses-in Quebec, is seldom relieved by any

beauty or elegance in the publie buildings. The

_ Lower Town is, in this respect, particularly defi-

cient. It contai;js but one small church, of mean
appearance, situated in the market-plaee, and be-
longing to the Catholics : it is called the church

“of Notre Dame, and was founded in consequence

of a vow made during the siege of Quebec in
1690, and dedicated to Our Lady of Victory.”

The street leading to the Upper 'Town, called
Mountain-street, mnds in a serpentine direction

- from the market-place, up the hill; passes through
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- MOUNTAIN-STREET. 19

Prescot-gate, and terminates near the French ca-
thedral, within a short distance of the Upper
Town 'market-place. In its present winding form,

it is very steep, and requires strength to ascend

it. The little Canadian horses have a laborious
task to drag up the heavy loads which their
masters impose upon them. The carts used in
Quebec are light, and usuvally drawn by one
horse ; their loads are not excessive, when draw-
ing upon even ground; but the carters seldom
make any allowance up Mountain-street, -though
half the ordinary load is more than their horse

~can manage; and they are obliged to make fre-

quent stoppages on their-way up.

For a pedestrian, it is very fatiguing, if his
business requires a frequent intercourse between
the upper and lower towns; otherwise, I conceive
that two or three excursions up this hill in the
course of a day are extremely eonducive to health,

- and I believe the benefit of them is generally felt

by the inhabitants. This hill is not paved more

/ than half way, the upper part, I suppose, being
~ thought too steep for that purpose: if that is the

case, 1 do not, however, .see the necessity of

keeping the foot-paths and the road in such a

rugged state: Mountain-street requires more at-

tention than any other in Quebec, yet it is neg-

lected the most. In winter time it is extremely

dangerous ; the quantity of snow and ice, which
c2
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20 ' BREAKNECK STAIRS.

accumulate in large masses, renders it absolutely
necessary for the inhabitants to provide' them-
selves with outer shoes shod with iron spikes or
creepers. These they call goloshoes; and are most
frequently used in the fall or spring of the year,
when it generally freezes and thaws in succession
for two or three weeks. . After the snow is well
settled on the ground, and it becomes dry walk-
ing, they make use of Shetland hose and list
shoes, which are worn over their boots and shoes,
and have the effect of keeping the feet both warm
and dry, while they prevent them slipping about.

- There is another communication between the
two -towns. This is by a long flight of steps,
from the head ofChamplain-street up to Moun-
tain-street, rfearly opposite Neilson’s printing-
office, which is situate about half way up the
hill. . This communication saves foot passengers
a considerable round by the foot of the hill, which
the winding of the street would otherwise occa-
sion: by these steps they ascend into the Upper

"Town/in a few seconds. _In the winter, however,

this is a very dangerous.place, particularly if the
people who reside in the houses on each side
neglect to keep the stairs clear from the ice and
snow. Many a person has made a somerset from
fop to bottem, or, missing the first step,.has slid
down upon his back the whole length of the
stairs. Tlie frequency of such accidents has given
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occasion to the inhabitants to style them Break-
neck stairs; certainly a very appropnate and ex-
pressive title.
~_ During the winter of 1807, I one day saw a
little-boy in ‘a“small sleigh, in which was a dog
completely harnessed, driving with great rapidity
down the hill from Prescot-gate, and endecavour-
ing to keep the dog (who was turning off every -
now and then) in the proper road. Just as they
came to Breakneck stairs, the dog, I suppose,
. considering that to be the shortest way into the
Lower Town, bolted out of his course, and down
" he went with.the boy and sleiglr at his heels. I
immediately ran to the head of the stairs, expect-
ing that the boy’s neck was broke, but was most
agreeably surprised to find that the dog had car:
ried him safe down, without even upsetting the
sleigh. The boy kept his seat, but hollaed
most lustily.  On recovering from his fright, he
smacked his whip over the dog’s back, and turned

the corner of a house at the bottom of the stairs, .

with as much apparent dexterity as some of our
nolble coachmen would have displayed in turning
Hyde Park Corner. :

The boys at Quebec have also a pecuhar amuse-
ment in the winter season, of laying themselves
at full length, with their breast upon a small
sleigh, and sliding down from the top of the bill
to the bottom : they glide along with surprising
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velocity, yet can guide, and stop themselves with
their feet, at pleasure. A few years ago, - one of
them amusing himself in this way, and neglect-
ing to stop in time, was dashed against a house
at the turning near the printing. oﬂice, and ktlled
upon the spot.

The shops, or stores, of the traders in the
Lower Town do not exhibit that diversified and
pleasing exhibition which is seen in London, of
bow windows crowded with every description of
goods, from the most trifling article of domestic
manufacture, to the most costly productions of
foreign countries. Here the stranger sees nothing
but heavy stone buildings, gloomy casements,
. and iron-cased shutters painted red. If any show

is made at the window, it is with paltry articles
of crockery, earthen, and hardware: on one side
may be seen pans, mugs, tea.cups and saucers,
tureens, and pots de chamére: on the other, saws,
files, knives and forks, jars, pots, hammers, and
axes. These, with a tolerable display of bear-
skins, seal skins, foxes' tails, and buffalo robes,
form the inviriable exhibition of a Canadian
store. Even the British store-keepers make little
or no show of their goods; and the merchants,
-all of whom have stores and” warehouses for the
disposal of their commodities, by wholesale or
retail, content themselves with advertising every
week, * their few pipes of London particular—
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hogsheads of claret of superior quality—fine old
port—prime French brandy—superfine flour—
capital pickled pork and salmon—excellent mus-
covado—good pine and oak tumber, pine boards
and heading, all for cash or short notes.”

The French store-keepers purchase their goods
mostly at the auctions, where they sometimes buy

~ things very cheap; but in general, I believe, |

they pay more than they would at the merchants’
stores, independent of the time they lose in at-
tending the sale. The cargo of a vessel that was
lost in the river St. Lawrence, in 1807, was sold by
auction at Quebec, in a damaged state: it amount-
ed to upwards of sixty thousand pounds; and, I amn
told, cleared more than ten per cent. profit upon
the prime cost. The eagerness of the people to
purchase at auctions, and the number of sales that
. takes place every week, considerably lessen the
. trade of the regular store-keepers, and reiider the
profession of the auctioneers extremely lucrative:
they are already numerous in Quebec, and con-
trive to realise very handsome incomes: they
receive two and a half per cent. on large sales, and
five per cent. upon the smaller ones.

The taverns in Quebec are very numerous, and
yet a stranger is much surprised to find, on his

arnval, only two houses which deserve that high-

sounding name. This arises from the vanity that
~ has taken possession of all our Fransatlantic bre-
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thren, from the confines of Florida to the coast of
Labrador, to desugnate their paltry p\ubhc-houses,
or spirit-shops, by the more sonorous and digni-
fied title of Zaverns. Every little dirty hole,
where.a few glasses of rum, gin, or whiskey, are
soid, is a Tavern. The better sort are of “course
Hotels; and so ignorant are the painters who be-

* daub their signs, that the  Skip Tavren,” Such-
“a-one’s © Tavernne,” constantly meet your eye.

Some few French Canadians keep to the good

" old titles of *“ Aulerge,” and “ Aubergiste,” and

now and then take care to inform the ‘public

“in bad French orthography, that they sell their

liquors, : ,
“ Aujourd’hui pour I'argent,

Demain pour rien.” )

The only taverns or hotels in Quebec that are
really respectable, are the Union Hotel on the
Parade near tlie Governor's chateau, and Sturch's
in John-street. The Union Hotel, formerly kept
by a half-pay officer of the name of Holmes, now

- proprietor of Hamilton's Tavern at Montreal,

was built by a subscription raised among the
principal merchants and inhabitants of Quebec.
Though the shares were only twenty-five pounds,
yet it was a considerable time before a suffi-
cient sum was raised to complete the building,
which appears to have been planned w1th little

Judoemeut. 'l
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The whole house comprises only four large
rooms. On the ground floor is a coffee-room,
much too large for the company who frequent it,

and two dining-rooms. The other apartment is -

above them, and has been fitted up for a ball-

room :. it contains a good orchestra, and other.

requisites for tiie assemblies and conecerts which
‘are held there in the winter scason. - This is the
only part of the plan that has been laid out
with success; for the room is lofty and exten-
| sive, well furnished, and excellently adapted for its
intended purposes. A small house at the back
of, and adjoining to, the new building, has been
converted into bed-chambers, kitchens, and apart-

ments for the master of the-hotel ; ‘but not more

than twenty or thirty persons can be accommo-
dated with beds, though, from appearances, the
house ought to contain accommodation for four
times that number, ‘

The principal support of the house, at first,

was by an annual subscription of two guineas;; all-

who cliose to pay that sum were entitled to fre-
quent the coffee-room, but no others: this dis-
gusted a great many of the original subscribers,
who refused to coutribute beyond their share of
twenty-five pounds; in_consequence of which it
was laid aside, and the | room thrown open to all
without distinction. Matters were, however, but
l:ttle improved bv this proceeding; for it com-

=
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26 GENERAL MONTGOMERY.

pelled the gentry and prinéipal merchants to keep
away, because it hurt their pride to mix with the
plebeians.

About three hundred yards from our residence,
in Champlain-street, the American General
Montgomery perished in his attempt to surprise

. the Lower Town, in the early part of the American
war. Several persons have claimed the merit of
having defeated that enterprise: it is generally
thought to have been effected by a detachment
of soldiers and sailors; yet I have heard it posi-
tively asserted, that no regular military force was
near the spot at the time the attack commenced ;
but that at the moment General Montgomery
and his party were passing, in apparent security,
along the foot of the rock, where there was then
only a very narrow path, a brisk fire of musketry,
and a piece of cannon, immediately opened upon
their flank, out of the window of a small keuse,
situated at the water’s edge, where -a small party -
of the inhabitants and a few sallors had posted
themselves. ‘ .

The suprise and alarm which this unexpe"cted
attack created, together with a heavy fall of snow,
under cover of which General Mountgomery had
commenced his march, threw the Americans into
confusion ; ‘and seeing their general, his two.
aides-du-camp, and a number of men, killed by -
the first fire, they retreated in the greatest dis-

~
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order. The general’s body, in which no less than
eleven balls were found, was carried into the
~ town, and buried within the fortification, near the
citadel.—No stone or monument distinguishes

his grave; but the place is remarkable, being

within the walls which inclose a powder-maga-
zine, and was pointed out to me by Colonel Glas-
gow of the artlllery.

a tavern in Champlam-street has the credit of

being the person who resided in the house, and =~

headed the small party that so suddenly stopped
the progress of General Montgomery, by their

- brisk fire from the window. ‘I know not how far

this account may be entitled to belief, amidst
the various contrédmtovrstat’frﬁ?nts that I have
heard ; but more credit is generally given to it
than to any other. An extensive brewery is now
situated nearly upon the spot where that memo-
rable affair took place.

Arnold, the other American general made his
attack upon the Upper Town, Mr. Weld has said
at St.John’s Gate; which occasions him to re-
mark upon the absurdity of Arnold’s attacking
one of the strongest parts of the fortification.
This, 1 have been informed, was not the case,
hut that he wmade his attack in person upon that
part now called Hope's Gate, leading to St.
Rocque's Suburb, at that time merely a barrier

=
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~of picketing. Two or three other places were,

h_owever, attacked at the same time ; and it is most
likely that a feint was made at St. John’s Gate, as
well as at Palace Gate: but the points where Ar-
nold principally depended for success were the place
where he attacked in person, and at a picket guard,
now called Prescot Gate, a short distance from
the top of Mountain-street, which commands the
entrance-into the Lower Town. This barrier is
now strongly fortified, and surmounted with a

kind of block-house, with loop-holes for mus-

- ketry, beneath which is an archway of stone se-

cured with double gates. On one side of the

~ gate are embrasures, with two pieces of cannon

of large calibre; on the other are powerful works
of stone, within which is situated a large building,
called the Bishop’s Palace: it was formerly the
abode of the French catholic bishop; but at pre-
sent it is occupied for public offices on one side,
and for the house of assembly, legislative and
executive councils, on the other. '

It is generally thought that Arnold would have
succeeded in entering with his party, had he not
been wounded. The Americans kept possession of
the Lower Town for three or four days after the
attack. Many of them sheltered themselves from
the fire of the garrison in a large stone building,
called the Intendant's Palace, situated just with-
out the walls adjoining the suburb of St. Rocque.
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In the time of the French government, it was the
residence of the intendant, an officer of #econdary
rank to the governor, though frequently pos.
sessed of much greater power and influence.

- For some time this building was spared by the

" garrison ; but finding the Americans annoyed
them very much with their rifles, being defended
only by a wooden picketing along the rock, they
soon reduced it to a heap of ruins, and comgelled
the Americaus to shift their quarters. \

In this state the building remains at this day
but massy stone walls have been erected upon the
opposite rock where the picketing formerly stood;
and loop-holes for musketry are left at short di-
stances, so that in future the garrison can never be
annoyed in that quarter, except by hecavy-artillery,
an article which the Americans did not possess,
and without which it is the very height of folly to
attempt to besiege '‘Juebec.

The house of the intendant was called the Pa.
lace, because the council of the I'rench govern- -
ment of North ‘America was_held there. It was

a very handsome stone building, and countained
several large, clegant apartments, which were
furnished with magnificence and splendour. To
the northward there was a spacious garden, well
stocked with every variety of fruit-trees, shrubs,’

+ plants, &c. On one side of the court-yard were
placed the king's stores, and on the other the

-J
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prison. In this house all the.deliberations cons
rning the province were held, and those ma.
~ gistrates who had the management of the police
and civil power also met here. The intendant
generally presided, but in affairs of importance
the governor.general was present. This building
- had heen burnt down no less than three times,
previous to its demolition in the American war.
The walls are all that are now left of it, and it is
not likely that it will ever be rebuilt.
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CHAPTER 111

Origin of the Name of Quebec—Its strong natural

Situation and Advantages— Capability of De-
Jence in case of War with the United States—

-Origin of the War between the Iroquois and
. Algmqums—-hpohuc Conduct of Champlain
i -—Fortgﬁcatwm of Quebec— Expedition of Sir
William Phipps— New Improvements— Martello
 Towers—MWolfe's Cove— Battle of the Plains of.
Abraham— Death of General Wolfe—Ingrati-
tude of his Countrymen in Canada—Statue in
St. John's Strect—Garrison Troops— Colonel

Glasgow Commandant— Inspecting Field Offi-.

cers of the Canadian Militia.

THe name of Quebec is said to have originated
from. the Norman language, and that one of the
persons who accompanied M, de Champlain in
“his expedition up the river, on his arriving in
sight of the peninsula formed by the rivers St.
Lawrence and St. Charles, exclaimed ¢ Quel-

bec!™ “ What a point !"—Others, however, as- -

sert that the name is derived from the Algonquin
‘word Quebeio or Quebec, which signifies contrac-
tion, because the St. Lawrence becomes con-
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. tracted between Qucbec and Point Levi, where

it is scarcely three quarters of a mile across, which

is very narrow when compared with othcr parts

of the river. The Abenaquis word Quelibec,

‘signifyirg shut up, las also beenthought to have

given rise to the name, because the Abenaquis
Indians, who lived over at Claudiere, about three
leagues from Quebec, coming from thence, could
see nothing of the two chanunels formed by the
island of Orleans, that to the southward being hid
by Point Levi, and the northern one by the island.
The port of Quebec, thus inclosed, appears like’
a great bay or luke,

From which of these three languages the name

-of Quebec has originated, is yet undecided ;

though I think the Algonquin word has a prefer-
ence over the Norman, because the language of
the Algonquins, at one time the most powerful
nation in Canada, was universally spoken by the
Indians of that country, The Abenaquis expres-
sion Quelibee, is nothing more than a corruption
of the Algonquin Quebeio or Quebec: this is the

more evidént, as their significations are neariy

synonymous. Another reason rwhy 1 think the
Indian appellation was more likely to have origi-
natvd the name than the Norman, is the impro-

bability that M.de Champlain should-have dew- - BE

nominat.d that remarkable spot, where he after-

- waids built a city, merely from the casual excla-
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mation of one of his men. It is most likely that
he preserved the Indian name, as he did in several
other places; not wishing, perhaps, totally to de.
stroy the only vestige of antiquity that he found
‘in the country. 'The rage for altering ancient
names was as prevalent in his age as it is in ours;

and kings, princes, and saints, received their full
share of that species of honour. - It is not proba-

ble, therefore, that Champlain would have neg-
lected such an excellent opportunity as the foun-
dation of a new city afforded him, of honouring
the memorv of some favourite saint, king, or
~prince of the blood royal, without some better
reason than that one of his attendants exclaimed
“ What a point!” The near affinity, however,
of the Norman expression to the Indian name,
has no doubt furnished the Jesuit missionaries
with a plausible pretext for their assertion.

The strong natural situation of Quebec, and

the apparent strength of its fortifications, have

led many people to look upon it as another Gi-
braltar. Nothing however can be more errone-
ous. Within these few years, great additions and
improvements have certainly been made, which

have strengthened many of its former weak points: =~

but there yet remains much to accomplish before
“it"ever can rank-even-second.to. that celebrated

fortress. Nature has, indeed, done more For it

than art: will ever accomplish, Besides its local
" VoL, 1, . . D
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advantages, it is separated by immense forests
and rivers from an invading army of the United -
States, the only country from which Quebec has -
any thing to dread while it remains in the hands
of the English. An expedition from France will
never be undertsken, while we keep possession of
the ocean. -
, Should a war ever take place between’ Great ‘
5 Britain and the United States, it is more than -
probable that the latter would attempt to conquer
F Canada. Their great object woild be to drive
us from the American continent, as much as to
$ ‘ ~ obtain an equivalent in the event of peace. Grest
exertions would undoubtedly be made; and an”
immense army transported across: Lake Cham-
plain would most likely carry all before it, till it
arrived in the neighbourhood of Quebec. The
difficulty of bringing with it a‘ large battering
train would, I think, prove insurmountable; and
without that all their attempts to get possession
 of the city must fail, provided the works were well
manned. As long as we retain the capital in our
bands the country can never be conqua'ed, it
may be overrun and desolated; but the enemy
must eventually retreat, if we keep up any tele-
reble force of regulars and militia. ‘
/Whﬁmmch first settled in Camdu, their
: only object of defence was agminst the haostile
tribes of Indians, who committed contipnal de-

s B

P adeing

—




 IROQUOTS AND ALGONQUIN WAR. 33

predations upon their persons and property. The
harassing and destructive attacks which those
savages made upon the new settlers, compelled
the latter to fortify their different posts, and for
upwards of a century the annals of Canada pre.
sent a continued scene of warfare between the
French and Iroquois: an unceasing round -of
treachery, cruelty, and bloodshed. On Cham.
plain’s arrival in Canada, he found the Iroquois
" at war with the Hurons, Algonquins, and other
Indian nations. How long the contest had con-
tinued was unknown, but it was generally thought
to have existed for many years; its origio only
-could be learnt from the Indians. It arose in the
following manner: the Algonquins, who are now
‘extirpated, were formerly the greatest hunters
and warriors in Canada: the Iroquois, on the
contrary, followed agricultural and domestic pure

suits ; and being of course liable to the attacks of .
those Indian nations who were of a more warlike ~

~ disposition, they, in* order to live: in security,
entered into a confederacy with the Algonquins,
. by which it was stipulated that the produce of the
harvests and the chase should be mutually divided

between both parties: the lroquois were also to

perform the more menial duties of domestic life,

as flaying the animals caught in the chase, pre-

paring the food, &c. in return for which ths

Algonquins were to defend them from the viclence
s S
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of other Indian nations. This compact lasted for
an unknown length of time; till the -Iroquois
imbibing a portion.of the Algonquin courage and:
intrepidity, some of their young men ventared
to enter into a competmon with a party of the

young Algonquins. The pride of the latter was.

alarmed, -and ' they bade the Iroqums to stay at
home and flay the beasts which they would kill.
The Algonquin boasters went out to hunt, but in

. two. or three days returned hoimne.unsuccessful;

upon which the young Iroquois stole out at mght,
and the next day came home laden with the ani-..
mals which they had killed in their’ excursion.
This daring enterprise provoked the others almost -
to madhess ;.and -they soon after took .an oppor-..
tunity to murder their rivals. =~ - .
- The Iroquois nation immediately resented thls;
outrage, and demanded that the murderers should.
be delivered into their hands: this was refused by

the Algonquins,” who knowing their own power,
treated the others with contempt. = The Iroquois.
' how?ver swore eternal enmity, and were deter-.
“mined to be revenged. For this purpose they re-
~ moved’ to_,the opposite- side of -the river St. Law- .
~-rence, aud settled on the spot where the remains
- of their. nation yet reside.” From that . period
~open war.commenced between the two nations;

and the Algonquins,. aSrmlght natorally: be ex-

~ pected,being then the most renowned, were joined.
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by the sma;ller nations, as the Hﬁron‘s,. the Abe- |

naquis, &c. 'The Iroquois however had no sooner
tasted blood, than their prowess became irresisti-

ble; and at the time of Champlain’s arrival, they

were greatly superior in courage and - metary
skill to their former masters, whom they had
nearly exterminated. The conduct of these two
rude and unpoliShed nations may afford a serious
- lesson to their more CIVIllsed brethren, as it shdws
“that though a people may be: degraded into a
state of slavery, yet.the taunts and injustice of
) 'tyrannical masters may one. time or other drive
" them to- désperation, -and cause them to annihi-
late their oppressors. * It also evinces, .in the.ex-

dmple of the Algonquins, that a nation which )

suffers itself to relax.into.indolence .and effemi-

nacy, subsisting more upon the lahour of its slaves -

than upon the industry: of its own people, must
sooner:or later sink under the weight of feeble-

- ness and corruption ; for itrappéars'that-the Al
gonquins had lost :mueh: of ‘that courage and
intrepidity which -they possessed - before - their.
connexion with: the Iroquois, of whose weakness™
~they had taken advantage, and frum allres hal' :

.

converted them into vassals, -

Champlam .committed a fatal error, when be ’

- joined  the-Algorquins in’ tbeu' war against the

- Iroquois. . The latter then bécame as-determined
- enemies of the: French-as ‘they were of ‘their_ old:
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38 FORTIFICATIONS OF QUEBEC.

oppressors; and to the destructive wars, in which
the new settlers were afterwards involved for up-
wards of a century, may be attributed the little
progress. which they made in cultivating and im-
proving the ecolony. Their fortifications were at
first mere palisades or picketing, until necessity

‘obliged them to erect works of a stronger nature. -
Tt does not appear that-the fortifications of Que+

bec were of much importance till the year 1690,
-when eleven stone redoubts, which served as bas-
tions, were ‘erected in different parts of the heights .
on the Upper Town. The remains of several of
these redoubts are still in existence. They were

 connected with each other by a strong line of

.....

up: w:th earth on the msxde. This proved suffi-
cient to resist the attacks of the hosttle Indians
for several years. o

Quebec must have been in a very weak state
in 1620, when it was captured by the Enghsb
who were looked upon as deliverers for saving the
inhabitants from starvation. It is also a curious

 fact: that. the Freach court, at the peace of 1632,

was daubtfu} whether they should reclaim Canada
from the English or leave it in their possession,

se’little value did they. set upon the colony at

that time. Many persons were of opinion that it
would prove very injurious to France to keep it;
that, the cold: being so intense, it could never be-

¥
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rerdered a profitable colony. Others, among
whom was M. de Champlain, were however of a
contrary opinion, and took into account the great
profits that would accrue from the trade in peltry,
the herring, whale, and cod-fisheries; ship-build-
ing, and the prodace of its immense forests.
The arguments of the latter weighed down the

more confined views of the former, and the colony *

was recovered by France in the treaty.of 1632.

- In 1690 the English made an unsuccessful

attempt to re-conquer Quebec; the expedition,
- which was commanded by Sir William Phipps,
arrived so late in the season, that several of the
ships were lost, and the design miscarried.

- From that period the fortifications of Quebee
have gradually risen into importance. At the
time of its capture by General Wolfe’s army it
was considered as a place of remarkable strength.
Since then repairs and improvements have beer

yearly going on; and at the present day, if it is

not actually a Gibraltar, it is at least a fortress
of considerable strength and remarkable for its
: rmtnral and !acal advantages.

: The most elevated part of the fortlﬁcatlons on
Cape Diamond is called the Citadel, which I
-always.gnderstood to be a sort of fortress or castle,
for the purpose of affording the last retreat to the

gatrison in case of attack; but there is no.appear- -

ance.of any.building. of that description: - Aw

b}
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2
" An engiueer may very possibly be able to detail,
in technical terms, the construction of the present
works on Cape Diamond ; he may be able to de-
scribe its bastions, curtains, and half-bastions; its
- ditch, counter-guard, covered-way, and glacis ; but-
my unprofessional eye could discern. nothing but
a heap of ruins and Tubbish; a heterogeneous
_cglle‘i'tion of old wooden log-houses and broken-
down walls.. The arrival of Sir James Craig has,
however, caused a vast a]teratlon in the garrison.
The old works,. whlch were falling to decay, are:
~ now vepairing Wxth the utmost expedition, . New
walls, bastions, and curtzins ; ; half-moon batteries,
and martello towers, are ‘rising in all directions:
* Mines are sprung, .rocks blown up, and the artil-
lerymen frequently with them, occaswned by their!
~own carelessness, . poenl
The heights .about a quarter of a mile from
St Louis’ gate, formerly commanded the highest
part of the citadel, so that an enemy having pos-
session of that elevated position, .would be able
to silence the five of the garrison in that quarter.. |
To counteract the ill effects apprehended from: -
such an.event, alarge battery has'been raised on.
 the highest spot within_ the fortifications, in- a
line with those heights. Its-construction,:how-:
ever, is. not generally approved,. being. exposedw
in. the rear_to_an enemy -on the opposite banks-
of. the"‘rmgr St. Lawrence. It is - said. that-the
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General 'dikapproves 'it, and that one of a:differs

ent descrigtion is to be ereeted in its place. . Four’

martello towers are erecting on the heights, about
half a'mile from the garrison ; they run in a line
with each ‘other, ‘across the plains, from the ele-
vated position: which I mentioned, to where the
mountain' subsides into the valley to the north-
ward, beyond St. John’s suburb. These towers
must all be carried by storm, or demolished, be-
fore an enemy can approach near enough to anure
- the garrison. o

Beyond these towers are the celebrated plams
of Abraham, where our-gallant Wolfe so dearly
purchased - that  honour and renown ‘which: will
ever accompany his name. The place where the

British--troops. landed is about three miles from.

-Cape Diamond, and forms a sort of small bay,
now generally known by the name of Wolfe’s
Cove. 'The path up the side of the mountain to
" the heights above was, at ‘that time, very stéep
and narrow, and much obstructed :by felled tim-

~ ber, and a battery which the French bad raised
at the top : at présent it is wide'enough for carts .

to go up.. On that memorable occasion, the meén
of war and transports got under weigh early-in
. the morning, and sailed up as far as Cape Rouge,

about nine miles above Quebec. Montcalm be: -

lieving ' their _intentions were: to ]and"there; de-
tached Bougainville, with -eight battalions and

£
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some artillery, to oppose them. . In the mean
time the British squadron silently put about, and
dropped down with the tide to Wolfe’s Cove,

~ while Mons. Bougamvxlle kept marching w:th'

his detachment in a contrary direction.

~ The landing commenced about four o’clock

in the morning, and ended before eight. By

a that time the British had scaled the heights, and
formed the;r line, with two field-pieces in front,
and th@ﬁth regiment as a body of reserve; the -

light infantry to cover the rear, the 15th regiment
and the royal Amencans to cover the landmg—
place. .

The Marquis de Montcalm, who was with the

pagin’ body of his army on the shores of Beag~’
- port, hearing that the English had gained the

heights of Abraham, could scarcely credit his

senses. He immediately hurried across the river
St. Charles, and formed his line on the plains

betiveen eight and uine o'clock, with one field-
piece; and his megulars posted in ﬂymg partxes
to attack the British flanks. = .

- The French line began to charge about nine,
advancmg briskly, and for some little time in

‘good order: a part of the line began fo fire too

soon, which immediately caught :through; the
whole, They then began to waver, but kept ad-
vancing with.a scattered fire, ' When they had got

within about 2 hundred yaxds of the British line,
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‘the latter moved up regularly with a steady fire,
and when within twenty or thirty yards of closing
gave a general volley; upon whxch a total reut of
tbe enemy ensued.
Bougainville's detachment appeared in sight
just before the conclusion of the battle; but
being satisfied that there were no laurels for bim
to gain, he decamped, in double quick tithe, to
Point au Tremble, from thence to Three Rivers,
and afterwards to Montreal; a distance of one
hundred and eighty miles. '
This decisive battle was fought on the 13th -
Sept. 1759, and on the 18th’ Quebec surendered
by capitulation. The terms granted were ho-
nourable to"the garrison and advantageous.to the
inhabitants, who were to be protected in the full -
emoyment of their civil rights, and the free exer-
cise of their religion, until a general peace. should o
decide their future condition. . A 1
‘Wolfe, hke Epammondas breathed out his

. soul in the arms of victory. * His death was a.na-
~ tional loss, and as greatly lamenied as that of Nel- g
~——son;-who also fell in the moment of victory, and - £
died with nearly the same words upon his lips. by

~ The memory of such mea can never be prized T

too much, since it requires ages to replacethem. g

The spot where Wolfe died I have often vis -

sited ‘with a sort of pleasing’ melaii’choly It is Q:
the corner. of a small redonbt, which  is yet

- - .
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. because_it came-within the inclosure of a cértaim

. countrymen in England ‘have honoured His me:
-mory with-an elégant monament in their venera.

visible, and was formerly distinguished by a\ arge
‘rock-stone, upon which it is said he wag sup-
ported after he rec'eived, the fatal wound. From
this”stone strangers were. frequently prompted,-
by their feelings; to break off a’small piece to
keep-as a memento ‘of the fate: of that gallant

hero ; but the sacrilegious ‘hands of modern up-

start innovators - have ‘temoved that sacred relic, . -
‘Commissary-general, - who had erected what he
called a pavilion, and 'Wou']d, probably, have soon
planted potatoes’ and- cabbages in’ the redoibt,
had he not been discharged from his office ‘by the
Present Governor-general, for a trifiing deficiency

n his aceoupts,” - . .. R AP

T never could contemplate-the rock, the forti: _
fications of Quebec, the plains of Abraham, and

the little:redoubt-to which General Wolfe ‘was
borne in the midst of the baitle, without: reflect:

inig on' the ingratitude of his countrymen in' Ca-
nada,’ who -have not only shamefully neglected

his xﬁemofy, ‘by withholding: from him'a monu-
ment or statie, “which his merits deserve, and in
the-benefits' of which they are now participating ;

but. -hafé:suffe‘rgd: the Iast sad reniains of the spot
ou'which hebreathed his-last, to be sacrificed to

the imsolent vanity. of'an ohscure individuak: His

ag
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a

ble mausofeum for distinguished characters ; but
the only mark of respect which his countrymen
in Canada have vouchsafed to bestow, is a paltry
wooden statue, about four feet hlgh stick up at
the corner of a house “in St. John-street. ' This
humble (or I should rather say elegant) specimen’
of Canadian carving represénts the general in the
uniform- of a common. soldier,” with his musket,
belts, cartonch-Box, and bayonet; a litfle three-
cornered hat, and long-skirted . eeat reaching
balf-way down his legs. It is possible this may
be a correct delineation of the general, as he went
into battle at the bead of his army. As such it is
not unworthy a stranger’s notice ; _but surely it is

" not a statie worthy of commemorating such ex-

traordinary talents, courage, and perseverance, as
our gallant hero possessed and displayed at the
siege and conquest of Quebec. I hope, therefore,
that under the administration of the present Go-
vernoragenera] himself so celebrated for his mi-

litary services, the inhabitants of Camada will -

display their verférosxty and_ spirit, by erecting a
smtable;_“mon

: commerce of the country was never
80 gres “as at present, nor the people better able

,to defnay the expenses attendmoadesxgn far more: .
" worthy of their munificence than that hideous.
structure of woed and stone which at present

ent to the memory of General -
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disgraces the Upper Town market-place, aﬁd of

_ which I shall soon have occasion to speak.
+ To garrison Quebec in a complete manner, it
is said that ten thousand troops are requisite,

Though the number usually kept there falls very
short of that amount, yet it is sufficient for all the

~purposes of garrison-duty. In case of an attack

being apprehended, the different regiments of the
line and fencibles, which in war-time are gene..
rally distributed at Three Rivers, Montreal, and
other posts, can be transported to Quebec in a few
hours; if necessary’; besides which, the militia

- regiments formed by its inhabitants are always

on the spot to assist the regular troops. .

The troops are lodged in a large building for-
merly belonging to the Jesuits, situate in ‘the
Upper Town market-place; the apartments. of
which have been turned into excellent barrack.
rooms. This building will accommodate upwards
of two thousand soldiers. - Before this house and
property appertaining to the society of Jesus came

-nto the possession of the English Government,
the troops were partly lodged in block-houses on.

Cape Diamond. Those buildings, composed en-
tirely of wood, have been suffered to remain im.
2 ruinous state for several years, highly dangerous,
in ease of fire, to the neighbouring storehouses
and powder magazines, - Fhey were in existence
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when I visited the Cape, but it was  intended very
shortly to pull them down.

The present Governor-general possesses the
largest staff that has been known in Canada for

several years; and there are upwards of ten regi='

ments of the line and fencibles,. with about six
hundred artillery. The latter are commanded by
Colonel Glasgow, who is also- commandant of the
garrison, - This officer, whose acquaintance I shall
ever esteem, served under the gallant Elliot during
the siege of Gibraltar. He has been upwards
of twenty<years.in. Canada, and is respected by all
who know him, for the amiableness of his private
" life, and for, the ability and integrity whlch he
displays in his public character.

The British Government seems at present disa
posed to maintaiun its possessions in Canada upon
a respectable footing, Many. new appointments
have taken place in that country, particularly in
the military department. Six inspecting field=
officers of militia are ameng the number ; but it
is pot,yet known upon what plan the militia is to
be organized. At present there are not above one
thousand militia, or rather volunteers, either in
Quebec, Three Rivers, or Montreal, that are
armed ; and they have furnished themselves with
clothing and accoutrements at their own expense,

and are in every respect like our volunteers, ex-.

. cept that the latter are superior to them in disci-
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I ~ “pline. . At the time that a war was ‘expected,
I in 1807, bewween Great Britain and the United
e - ‘ . . .

it - States, the Canadian universally offered to
s ‘ embody themselves for. thedefe; he country.
1 The services of only five thousa  accepted,

the case was not. very urgent, The: alacrity and

; zeal with which the Canadians came forward were

e however highly honourable to-them, and afforded

4 . astrong proof of their good. sense, in properly

| appreciating the happiness which tlieyenjoy under

i a nmild and liberal governiment*.. ‘The British-and
; _ : French Canadians-are divided Aint&sépar,’ate.;\?:"éiix\
it of militia, and officered by their owix peaple::;a di-

, ' stinction which might as well be dispensed with ;

for it is calculated. to: prevent that. union of .in-
terest and sentiment,. which ouglit to prevail -be- _
tween ‘all classes of- his majesty’s ‘subjects.in-the

‘colony. .,

. . Since writing the above, the President of the United States .

has declared war against Great Britain; and the brave Canadians,
in the ‘campaign of 1812, under Sir G. Prevost, have nobly

~ confirmed my opinion, by annihilating ¢hree’ Américan armies
sent to conquer them, B A

A v{«gt..';é.-‘? g, 3
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CHAPTER 1V.
Chatea St. Lois— [mprovéments;-Public Build-
ings of the Upper Town— Court House— Eng-

lish Cathedral—Fire at the Monastery-of Fran-

ciscan Friars—College "of Jesuits~—Mode -of
Living of the Jesuits— Canadian’ Proverb—In-
. defatigable Perseverance— Genius and Abzlzty—

Anecdote of a German Jesuit—Jean Joseph

‘Casot, the.last of the Canadian Jesuits—Hotel
.Dzeu—Sémzhary—'—-Remarkable Anecdote of ' a

. young Lady—Convent of St. Ursule—General
' ~ - Hospital— Useful Avocatwm of the Nuns—

-Benefit of Monastic Institutions in ‘Canada—
" Begging Friars— Roman Catholic’ Clergy T

_ THE residence of the Governor is a large plain

'stone building, erected, I believe, by General Hal-_ -

dimand, and forming one side of the open place or
square called the Parade. Opposite to it stand the
English Cathedral Church and the Court House,
both handsome buildings of modern construction.
The other sides of the Parade are formed by the
Union Hotel, in a line with some large dwelling-
houses—and opposite by a row of baildings
" VOL. L. E.
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~ of Sir James Craig. It is to be raised one story -

purpose by the provincial Parliament. .When.

colony. Its’situation for fine prospects and ex-

. menade, is situated more than two hundred and

‘.;',-v‘

which forms the commencement of St. Lonis-
street.

The old chateau, or castle of St Louis, is bullt
upon the verge of an inaccessible part of the
rock, and separated by a court-yard from the new
bulldmg which fronts the parade. o
- It was formerly occupied by the Governor, for
his residence ; but, on the erection of the other,
Was»converted into public offices. It is now un-
dergoing considerable improvements, for the use

higher, and the expenses are to be defrayed -by
the colony, agreeable to an act passed -for. that

finished, it will possess every requisite for the |
abode of the most distinguished person in the

tensive views of the river and surrounding country
cannot be surpassed in any part of the Upper
Town._ Behind the bulldmg is a large stone gal-
lery or ba]cony, even with the lower apartments: -
This gallery, wl’nch serves as a very agreeable pro-

fifty feet above the level of the river, and com-
mands a beautiful panorama view of the Lower
Town—the shipping in the river—Point Levi—
the Island of Orleans—shores of Beauport and

distant mountains, a scene as grand and extensive
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as it is p0551b|e for the imagination to concelve,
or the eye to survey.

. To complete the plan upon Whlch the old
vchateau is rebuilding, the guard-house on the

right has been pulled down, and a new one of
storie is constructing on a larger scale. The back -

part of this building and the sides, which will
open into the court-yard, are to contain the Go-
vernor’s horses and carriages, and a part is to be

appropriated for a riding-school. The other cha-

" teau on the left, it is said, is also coming down in

part, for thepurpose of ‘making both wings uni-
form, and enlarging the entrance to the grand .

‘chateat. When this plan. is completed, that side
of the parade will be greatly improved, and will
give a more regular feature to the square. The
situation; however, of the cathedral and of the
new court-house on the opposite side are but very
ill adapted to render the square complete, as the
- gable end only.of the latter comes into view; the
front of ‘it opening into St. Louis-street. . I am
not dequairted with the motives which occasioned
" the court-house to be erected on its present site,
. when so favourable an opportunity seems to have
offered for building it with its front opposite the
~ chateau, as there is a considerable space of unoc-
_cupied ground between it and the cathedral But

the public buildings of Quebec seem never to”

have been constructed with any’ view to improve
g . E2 !
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52 MONASTERY OF FRANCISCAN FR.iARS. ’

the appearance of the town; and if we except:
the English church, we shall not find one at
present that can excite our applause. The plan
of the cathedral church is said to have been taken:
from St. Martin’s in the Fields, London. It is
built of a'light-coloured gray stone, with a hand-
some steeple and spire of proportionate height,
covered as well as the roof with sheets of tin,
which give it a remarkable light and brilliant
appearance ; for the tin-covered roofs of houses -
and churches in Canada never rust, but constant-
ly maintain their shining appearance, in conse-
quence of a particular method of doubling down
the tin over the nails. Sheets of iron painted
black or red are sometimes used for covering roofs,
instead of tin.

The Union Hotel is the only buxldmg besides
those which I have mentioned. that contributes
to adorn the Parade. It isa very neat house, one

story above the -ground floor. The rooms are
lofty and spacious. The building is' partly of
stone and of wood, covered with a sloping roof of
clapboard painted of a slate colour. The front
is ornamented with a handsome portico and steps,
and the whole has a pretty effect. -
- The ground upon which the court-house and
cathedral stand, was formerly occupied by a mo-

_ mastery - of Franciscan friars or recollets, which

was burnt down a few years. aoo by accident, and
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~did considerable damage in that quarter of the
town. Many other parts were also much endan-,
-gered, particularly the Loier Town, into which
the blazing shingles were carried by the wind;
~they even fell into the river, and obliged a frigates
lying at anchor to slip her cable and run-down fo
~ the Island of Orleans. ThiS‘,grder of friars, of
whom there were then but /féw, being by pro-
fession very poor, and subsistma only upon the -
.charity of the inhabitants, were unable to rebuild
.their house, -and became distributed in different
parts of the counti'y "There are only two now
alive, and they'feside at Montreal; they continue
to go about habited fii the dress of their order. -
The college of-the Jesuits is situated in- “the
market, and now makes very excellent_barracks
“for the soldiers. As the Jesuits in Canada, as
“well as in different parts of the world, were .once
-a very powerful body of men, and possessed more
“influence for a time over the people among whom
‘they lived than even the sovereigns themselves,
it may be amusing, and perhaps: instructive; to
‘describe them as they existed in- that 'cbunt'ry
~ about sixty years ago, at which period their power,
-though on the dechne, was yet considerable. At
_this day not an individual of that society is alive
- -in Canada, the British Government having wisely
.“prohibited the religious male orders, the priests

‘excépted, from augmenting their numbers. The
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54 . COLLEGE- OF JESUITS.

- Government faithfully alloWed the orders toenjé,y

‘the whole of their revenues, as long as there ex-
“isted a single individaal of the body; but on his

“death the property reverted to the crown.
The building in which the Jesuits resided is

~ well laid out; and when occupied by them, and

in good order and repair, must have been the
‘handsomest building in Canada. It consists of
stone, and is three stories high, above which are
‘garrets with a sloping roof covered ‘with slate,
«even at this day in a good state of presérvation ;
a circumstance which I am surprised has'not in-

-duced the inhabitants to cover their houses with

slate, % as' they could import it from Scotland
cheaper than tin. The college is built in a square
form, and includes a large court-yard ‘within.
In every story there is a long walk, on both sides

- of which the brethren had their private cells or
" .rooms, exclusive of the public halls, refectory,

library, apothecary’s shop, and other apartments
for general use. A large .orchard and kitchen

- garden were situated on- the south side of -the

‘building. A part of the trees in the former were
_the remains of the forest which covered the moun-
tain when the French began to build the city,

,and_ are.in' existence at the present day,

. The iaterior ceconomy of ‘the college was well
;regulated The Jesuits used to dine in a great -

~ hall, around which were placed long' tablea with
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seats between them and the walls, but not on the
opposite side. On one side the refectory was a
pulpit, in which, during meals, one of ‘the fathers
used to read some religious book; but when
visitors dined with them, this practice was omit-
ted ; the time being generally employed in con-
versation. Their dinners were always good ; and
when company was present, their dishes were as
numerous as at a great feast. They never per-
mitted a woman to reside among them. All were
fathers or brothers, the latter of whom were young

men brought up to be Jesuits ; they used to pre-.
pare every thing for dinner in the hall, and

bring it on table; the commion servants not being
- admitted.

There were three kinds of clergv in Canada:
the Jesuits, the priests, and the recollects. The
first were considered so much superior to the rest,
that the Canadians had the following proverb to
show how much the one surpassed the other.
- Pour faire un Recollet, il faut une hachette,
pour un Prétre un ciseau, mais pour un Jesuite,
il faut un pincean.” "« To make a recollect you
must have an.axe, for a priest a chisel, -but for a
. Jesuit you maust have a percil.” :
~ The Jesuits were generally very learned and
studious, and very agreeable.company. In their
whole deportment there was something so pleas-
ing and irresistible, that it is not surprising they

i
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56 -DESCRIPTION OF THE JESUITS,

captivated the minds of the people. In mixed
company they never spoke “of religious matters,
and if the subject by chance-was introduced, they
generally avoided disputes.: They had the cha-
racter of being always ready -to render. assistance,
often even before it was required of them;:.and
their.conversation was so entertaining.and learned,
~ that a person seldom could be tired of their.com-
pany.. They never cared to beccme preachers to
a.congregation in town or country, but always
left those places and the emoluments arising from
them to the priests. All their business in Canada
~-was-to-convert—the Indians, and with that view
their missionaries were scattered over every part
of the country. These missionaries were so zeal-
“ous in their cause, that in winter they accom-
panied. the Indlgwgggmabhuﬂtmg’fﬁﬁfé{
when they were frequently obliged to. suffer all
.imaginable inconveniences: walking in the snow
all day, and at night lying in the open air, regard-
less of good. or .bad weather, and what was often
worse, -lying in ‘the Indian wigwams, huddled -
together with the savages, who were frequently -
_swarming with fleas and other vermin. These
- hardships, sometimes aggravated by hunger, did-
- the Jesuits undergo for thé sake of canverting the
“ILadians ; but as much perhaps for political as re-
ligious reasons. - Yet what an indefatigable body
~ of men must tbey have been! for though they

T
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DESCRIPTION OF THE JESUITS. 57

were seeking their own aggrandisement, as well
as to further the ]mir own coun-
try, one would think that the life of hardships
which they led, would have cooled their zeal ;
and no doubt but it would, had they been any

~ other people than Jesuits. This body of men

must have been of great service to their country ;
for they were often able to persuade the Indians
to break their treaties with the English, and
make war upon -them, to bring their furs to the
French, and not permit the English to come
amongst them. Sometimes the Indians, when
m liquor, would kill the Jesuits, calling them
spies, or excuse themselves by saymg that the
brandy had killed them.

_._The Jesuits tiever attended at funerals, nor
visited the sick, nor heard confessions; those of-
fices they left for the priests., They were reck-
oned a most cunning set of people, who generally
succeeded in their undertakings, and surpassed
all others in acuteness and understanding; they
were therefore not without jealous enemies in
Canada. It was their custom never to receive
~‘any amongst them, but personswof very promis-
ing parts; so that no blockheads ever crept into
their society. An anecdote to this effect is re-

lated of Christopher Clavius, a German Jesoit,

diatinguishgd for his mathematical knowledge,
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58 DESCRIPTION OF-THE JESUITS.

and employed by*Gregory XIII. in the reforma.
tion of the calendar. He died at Romie in 1612,
at the age of seventy-five. This learned charac-
ter, when a boy, was entered in a college of Je-
suits; and, -after having been tried at several
parts of learning, was upon the point of being
dismissed as a hopeless blockhead, until one of
‘the fathers took it in his head to make an essay
of his parts in geometry, which it seems hit his
genius so luckily, that he afterwards became one’
of the greatest mathematicians of the age. It is
commonly thought that the sagacity of the fathers™
in discovering the talent of a young student, has
" not a little contributed to the distinction which
their order has obtained in the world.
© " On the other hand, the priests received the
best kind of people they could meet, and the re-
collects were yet less careful. They never endea-
voured to get cunning fellows among them, but
took all that offered; and so far from tormenting
their brgéhs with much learning, they, on putting
on the‘monastic habit, often forgot what little
they knew. _As they had made vows of poverty,
they subsisted by begging, and the young monks
or brothers used- to carry a bag from house to
house to receive.alms. Such an order of men in
a new country; like Canada, was most destruc- ..
tive to society, and to the prosperity of the co-
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JEAN JOSEPH CASOT. 59

-~

lony. They were the locusts of the land, and the

benefit of their extermination must be sensibly
felt.

The revenue of the Jesuit socnety was very
considerable, being upwards of twelve thousand

g pounds per annum, at the time it reverted to the °

crown. It had been for several years enjoyed
solely by an old father, who had survived all the

rest. This Jesuit, whose name was Jean Joseph .

Casot, was a native of Switzerland, and born in
1728. In his youth he was no more than porter
to the college; but having considerable merit,
hie was promoted, and in the course of time re-
ceived into the order. He had the character of
‘possessing an amiable and generous dispésition,
and employed his large income in charitable
purposes. He died a few years -ago, at a very
advanced age. For some time previous to his
death, he shut himself up in his apartments, and
‘became inaccessible to all but his attendants.
" The crown, on his demise, came into pessession
of the. property, for the management ‘of .which
- commissioners have been appointed. The lands
which belonged to that body, as well indeed as
to the religious orders in general, are by far the
best in the country, and’produce the greatest
-

revenues.
- The French mary or college at Quebec is
sity close to the French cathedral, between
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the market-place and the ramparts. The building
is spacious, and substantlally built, though; like
most of the public edifices in Quebec, it has suf-
fered much from fire. It was burned down in
1703, and again in 1705, when just rebuilt. . At
the back of the seminary, there is a very extensive
garden, well laid out, and possessing every requi-
site that can contribute to the recreation of the

students. It commands a beautiful view of the
river, the island of Orleans, and the opposite
shores, - The seminary was’ originally instituted

to bring .up students for the priesthood. No
funds were ‘z_tllowed for the education of youth
in general ; but since the conquest it has ad-

‘mitted scholars without limitation of number, for
an acknowledgement of five shillings per annum

for out- pensioners, and twelve pounds. ten shil-
lings for boarders. The boys educated there at
present are numerous;apd’chieﬂy the children of

- the French inhabitants. Those intended for the
church remam there till thelr education is com-

pleted; Jm till a parish can be given thém.
The nunneries have not been restricted by Go-

" vernment, consequently they are in general well
filled. The Hotel Dieu is a large building, situ-
ated, with its gardens, near Palace Gate. It was

founded in 1638 by the Duchess d’Aiguillon,
who sent from the Hospital at Dieppe three nuns,

for the purpose of commencing this charitable
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ANECDOTE OF A YOUNG LADY: 61

institution. It consists of an hospital for the
sick, who are received here, and attended by the
puns, without any expense to the patients. The
invalids of both sexes. are comfortably lodged in
wards, and every attention paid to them by the
sisters, of whom there are about twenty-seven,
with a superior. Females are received as novices
for -two years, during which time they wear the
white veil ; and if they then are determined to
‘enter the order, they take - the black veil, which
seals their initiation, and incloses them in the:

convent for life. It is very seldom, however, that

a female goes into the religious houses of this
country until she despairs of ‘ever getting a hus-
band. “Some few young and handsome girls havé
at -different times- sacrificed themselves, either
"from resentment or despair, at the caprice of a
parent, or the faithless conduct of a lover.

I heard of a singular anecdote concerning a
young lady, who had a narrow escape from per-
petual imprisonment in one of the convents at
Quebec. It seems that the mother, Madame
B—tdA y, had made a most -absurd and
ridiculous vow, previous to the birth of this child,
that if she died in child-birth, and the infant was
a female, it should be dedicated to the service of
Christ. - This event did happen, and the child
was accordingly brought up in the strictest man-
ner at the convent. The father too appeared
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- 62 ANECDOTE OF A YOUNG LADY.

fully determined, that when of age his daughter
should take the veil, agreeable to the dying re-
quest of her mother. ‘When the young: lady,
however, grew up to years of maturity, she
seemed more inclined to fulfil the divine com-
mand of the Almighty, to “increase and multi-
ply,” than to lead a life of eelibacy in a convent.
Her heart was soon captivated by the tender assi-
duities of a gallant youth, and vows of love,
instead of religion, bound her to him. Their
affection was mutual, and as long as she reflected:
upon that, she dreaded not the mfatuated vow of
her mother.

- It happened "that her lover was obllged to go
abroad for some time. Imperious circumstances
delayed his return, and the timeé approached

- when she was to be sacrificed at the altar. It
-was now two years since he had left-her, and foi‘. -
a long time she had heard no tidings of him.
Hope, fear, and despair, alternately took pos-
session of her mind. She could not: believe that
he was faithless, yet knew not how to account
for his absence and neglect; at a period too when’
~be must be acquainted with her unfortunate. de-
stination. The father persnsted in his determings
tion to make her fenounce the world and the.
day arrived when this distressing scene was to
take place. Her story was well known in Que:
bec, and: crowds were at:the convent at an early
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CONVENT OF ST. URSULE: - 63

hour to witness the sight. Like alamb led to
be sacrificed, she approached .the altar. The
bishop commenced the ceremony, which gene-
rally . lasts :a considerable time. At length he
came to. that part where she is asked whether

she will accept the veil, that is to wed. her to ’

€hrist? At this moment all eyes were fixed upon
her pale and death-like countenance. Her eyes
were drowned in tears, and her frame was nearly
sinking under such a weight of woe, when, look-

“ing round the crowd, she suﬁddenly started, and -

immediately turning to the bishop, declared;
with much firmness, that she would be wedded
to no one on earth but that young man, pointing
to her lover. In an instant all eyes were turned
upon the fortunate youth, who had providentially
' arrived that day at Quebec; and, on hearing the
melaneholy tale, immediately hurried to the con-
vent ; and, pushing his way through the crowd,
arrived just in tinie to prevent the unfortunate
catastrophe. It was a joyful scene; and the
‘bishop, without hesitation, mamed the young
‘couple on the spot. ‘

The convent of Ursulines was 1nst1tuted n
I"639, by a rich young widow in France, Ma.

dame de la Peltrie, for the education of female

children. It belongs to a superior and thirty-six
" nuns, who instruct the girls in reading, embrois
derv, and fine work ; ‘no men are.allowed to visit
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this or any of the convents, without permission’
from the bishop. The sisters of St. Ursule are
‘more strict and recluse than those of the other
convents. They have a large gardey adjoining
their house, which supplies them with a variety
~ of fruit, herbs, and vegetables, a portion of which
they. sell to the inhabitants ; for their institution
is not very rich. They also employ themselves
with embroidery,  pickling and preserving of
fruits and vegetables,” which are disposed of for
. the benefit of the society. This convent, like
the rest of the public buildings in Canada, has
suffered two or three times by fire. Itis now
~ substantially built of stonie, and the roof covered
"with tin. R v )

The geperal' hospital, which is situated some
distance out of the town, on the banks of the
river St: Charles, surrounded by meadow-lands,
is the third convent belonging to Quebec.” It
was founded abbut the year 1693, by M. de St.
- Vallier, bishop of Quebec, for the purpose of
affording support and relief to the infirm, the
aged, the sick, and wounded poor, of both sexes,
and in this charitable and praise-worthy service
it continues to this day. A superior and thirty:
seven sisters fulfil the duties of the institution, in
" a manner that does them the highest honour, and
entitles them to the gratitude and thanks of the
public.. Their religious duties are performed
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without relaxing those of humanity, and  their
leisure moments are spent-in useful and ornamen-
tal works, the profits of which assxst the revenues
of the hospital.
I cannot quit this cursory notice of the female
rehgmns institutions’ at Quebec, without paying
_them a tribute of applause to which they are
justly entitled. Few, it is true, go into those holy
receptacles, but sach as are tired of the world.
They are either satiated with ifs- pleasures, or

disgusted with its cares. But the objects for -

which they leave the world are nei to live in
easy idleness, or careless indifference. "Two out
of three institutions bestow their time, attention,
and property, upon the sick and aged poor. The
other devotes the services of its' sisters to the
education and instruction of young females. Such

are the charitable offices performed by the Ca-
nadian nuns, whose rehglous duties are equally .

meritorious.

The existence, therefore, of these religious

orders I conceive to be highly advantageous to
the people of Canada, and serviceable to the Go-
vernment. In a catholic country governed and
regulated by the liberal constitution of England,
those institutions are rendered of public utility.
The suppression of the male orders was wise and
politic, because, however useful the Jesuits might
‘have been to their own Government, it is kardly
VOL. 1. F
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possible that they could have ever been recon-.
ciled to act in favour of one whose religious

tenets clashed with their own. As to the begging
friars, no nation could be benefited by them.
The priests or catholic clergy, at present so nu-
merous, and who have received the support and
protection of the -English Government; ‘are en-
titled to particular notice. From the great in-
fluence which they possess over the minds of the
‘Canadians, their importance cannot be questioned.
In a subsequent chapter I shall offer some obser-
vations upon them. o

Py
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" CHAPTER V.

Upper Town of Quebec— New Buildings—Butchers'.
Market—Show of Meat the Day after Good
Friday—Feasting after Lent— Price of - Provi-
sions-—Frozen Provisions kept for five Months—
Extravagant Price of European Goods—Tommy
Cods— Fish—Wild Pigeons—.A Market Scene
- —Poor Mulrooney—The Habitant outwitted—

Stinking Cheese an Epicurean Delicacy— Butter L

" from Green Island—Frozen Milk—Maple Sugﬁr
- =—Origin of eating sweet Things with Meat—
.. Price. of . drticles at. Market— Canadian- Cug: '

rency.

Tae Upper Town is certainly the most agree-
able part of Quebec both in summer and winter.
In the former season, the heat is not so intense
as in many parts of the Lower Town, nor in
winter is it so dreary and dull. The cold is,
however, severer by several degrees. Even be-
tween Cape Diamond and the Upper Town, there
is frequently a difference in the weather of nearly
10 degrees. The thermometer in February 1807
was 20 degrees below 0 in St. Louis-street, and
_ F2




68 UPPER TOWN OF QUEBEC.

on the Cape 30 below 0; the latter being ele-
vated upwards of 70 feet above the former.

The streets in the Upper Town are not remark-
able for width ; but many of them are tolerably
paved, yet a considerable part of the town remains
without that beneficial improvement. A fortified
town, ‘confined like Quebec to the summit and
‘base of a steep, fock, is not very well adapted
either for convenient streets or elegant buildings;
they must always be regulatéd by the localities
of its situation. But much more might certainly
have been effected for general comfort and con-

~ venience, had this place fallen into the hands of
any other than a Roman Catholic people, whose
numerous religious institutions have occupied
tearly one-half the town. Their large buildings,
" and extensive gardens, were not of so much con-
sequence in the early settlement of Quebec; but -
when population increased, those who would
‘otherwise have lived within the walls, were obli-
ged for want of room to reside without; and have
formed what are called: the suburbs of St. John
" St. Rocque, &c.
~ Since thesconquest, xmprovements have gome
‘on but siow}y, owing to the fluctuating state of -
‘commerce ; from which source alone the nreans
_¢an be provided. Of late years, ‘however, several
 alterations have taLen place in consequence of the -
extinction of the male religious orders, whose
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+

‘houses and lands have devolved to the crown,.
and made room for the erection of new edifices.
Some public buildings bave been erected, but ex-
cept the Eng)ish church, with very little taste;
and even that is not yet complete, for it requires

to -be inclosed with an iron railing, instead of

the old rotten wall which at present degrades the
building. Several streets have been paved, and
private houses built upon more improved prin-

_ciples than those which before occupied their -

sites. There is yet room enough, in different
parts of the town, for many more houses, which
will no doubt be erect,ed as commerce and popu-
lation’i increase..

In speakmg of ‘the new bm]dmas, I cannot
avoid observing, that of all those which have dis-
graced the public taste, the circular building

erected in the Upper Town market-place has -

disgraced it the most. This edifice, to which 1

‘have before alluded, is a kind of ampbhitheatre of

stone, surmounted by an immense dome or cupola
of wooden frame-work cov ered on the outside

with planks. On the top is a sort of lantern,
or circular chamber, with "planked roof. The.

sides of this lantern are glazed for the admit-
tance of light into the interior, but they have
very little effect in such an extensive building.
The: frame-work inside the dome is ingenious
_enough, and does more credit to the artist who
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erected than to those who designed such a crude -
mass as the whole building presents. '

The heaviness and disproportion of its parts
may be easily conceived, when it is known that
the diameter "of its base, and its perpendicular
height, are exactly *he same, bemg Just one hun-
dred feet each.

At first sight a stranger fancies that he beholds
the grand amphitheatre of the inhabitants of
Quebec, where skilful horsemanship or splendid
spectacles enliven_the long evenings of a Cana-
dian winter; but how great is his surprise when,
on a closer inspection, he discovers that this vast

edifice is neither more nor less than the butchers’

shamble, a mere receptacle for beef, mutton, and
pork ! Not, indeed, that the elegance of the
building itself would lead him to think that it
was unworthy of such a fate: on the contrary, he
u\i decide in his own inind, that the butchers
are not much honoured by the structure, however .
they may be by the sum of money that has been
expended for them. v -
Before this edifice was erected, the butchers
occupied small wooden stalls. These were very
inconvenient, very megularly built, and much
exposed to the weather. It was necessary that
the meat stalls should be secured agaiust the
heat in summer, and the cold in winter. The new
building has provided for the first of these requi-
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sites, but the severity of the winter is felt at pre-
sent in its greatest rigour. '

The other parts of the market-place are occu-
pied from five o'clock in the morning till twelve,
by the Habitans (country people), who bring
the productions of their farms to market in carts
dur}m«r the summer, and in sleighs in the winter.
They generally bring their wives and daughters
" with them, who often remain exposed all the
morning to the piercing cold of winter, or the
burning sun of summer, disposing of their provi-

sions, while their husbandsor fathers are getting

drunk in the ‘spirit-shops and taverns. The carts
with hay and wood are stationed by themselves,
near the barracks., The rest with meat, fruit,
vegetables, &c., occupy the other parts of the

. market-place. Here the.groups of country people
who present themselves to view with their little

stock of provisions, their singular mode of dress,
their language and behaviour, form a novel and
curious sight to a person unaccustomed to the
country. “

The markets are suppligd with beef, mutton,

pork, and veal, by the Haﬁitans, as well as the

butchers ; though the latter generally feed their
. own cattle, and kill them f&r sale as required.”

- Their meat is frequently better than that of the
ﬂ rk - that.can bé'

country people. . The fattest
procured is bought by the lower order of the Ca-
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nadians, who scarcely eat any other meat. 'The
Habitans, in particular, live for months updn
pork ; a small piece of which, boiled down with
somne peas or beans into a soup, constitutes their

_vchief dish. The veal sold by the Habitans is in

general very young, as red as beef, and does not
eat well.

During Lent the French people live upon fish
and vegetables, which they contrive to dress in
thie most palatable manner. The day after Good
Friday the butchers make a show of their meat,
somewhat similar to our butchers before Christ-
mas. The former decorate their meat with flowers
and ribbands in order to tempt their customers,

though one would think that but little induce- '

ment was necessary to invite them to eat after so
long a fast.” The Catholics at the close of Lent

~ have a regale, and the butchers do not neglect to
-take advantage of that propitious moment. The

finest quarters and joints are ticketed with the
names of thoseyhappy people, who are alert enough
to rise at three or four o’clock in the morning
and get to market before their neighbours.

The dogs in little carts, which are mentioned
by Mr. Weld and former writers, are now not

) much in use, except by boys; every thing is

brought to market in carts, or sleighs, drawn by

horses. The markets of Quebec are well supplied
- with every thing the country affords. Insummer
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PRICE OF PROVISIONS. 73

the following articles are brought to market by the
_.Habitans, and genetally sold at the prices affixed |
to them.

Sterling money. -

(Beef per 1b. 11d. to 4d.

Mutton per lb. 4d. to 6d.; per sheep

. : 8s. to 10s.

v Meat. { Lamb per quarter 3s. 6d. to 4s. 6d.

T Veal 6d. to 7d. per Ib.

. Pork 5d. to 6(L per Ib.

(Sausages

( Turkeys per couple 3s. 6d. to 5s.

Fowls do. 1s.3d.to 2s. o

Chickens do. 7d. to 10d.

Pou(litryﬁ Geese do.  gs. 6d. to 4s. 6d. - '

GZ‘;‘ Wild do. - do. , ‘
Partridges do.  10d. to 15d.
Pigeons per doz. 1s. 6d. to 4s.

LHares each 6d. to 9d.

(Eels, price according to the size.

Trout - ' do.

Perch do.

Poisson Dorée  do. S ¢

Maskinongé do.

Shad each 1d. to 2d
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Fish. < Sturgeon " -
- | Achigan - .
Black bass -
Salmon - ) Of various pnca,accordmgto size.
Fresh Cod i‘a?il'ﬁ’f.f’ Tondon. smon are
Salt Cod - o
~(Cat Fish- ’
Vege- ~Potatoes 18d. to 20d. per bushel.
tabig {Cabbages 1d. to 2d. each.

Onions per hundred 10d. o -
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(Leeks per bundle 4d.
Carrots but very little cheaper than in

London.
) Turnips ~ do.
. SR Peas do.
’ Vece- ) geans ' go. ’ v
4 Beet - do. . ;
. table‘s.h Celery do. ' / -
Sallad do. LT
Asparagus per bundle
. Cotonnier do.
. Parsnips. -
: ?; LBoiled Corn, Herbs, &ec.
+

(Apples 18s. per barrel

Pears but few at market
Strawberries about 6d. per quart
Currants

‘Gooseberries

Raspberries

Blueberries

Blackberries -

Plums .
Melons

(Maple sugar 2d. to 3d. per Th.
1 Flour per cwt. . '18s: to 255. .
Lard . . 6d. to9d. per lb.
Tallow . . . 9d. tod0d. do.
Tobacco . . . . . 9d.do.
"Sun- ! Butter . . . 9d. to 14d. do.

" dries. } Oats per minot 2s. 6d. to 3s.

Hay per bundle 6d. to 7d.

Straw per.do. 2d. to 3d.

-| Wood percerd 12s. to 15s.
Stinking Cheese, Soap, Mogasius,
_Fur, &c.

Frait. <
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In winter a portion only of the preceding ar-
ticles are brought to market. As soon as the
river between Quebec and the Island of Orleans
is frozen over, a large supply of provisions is re-
ceived from that island. The Canadians at the
commencement of winter kill the greatest part
of their stock, which they carry to market in
a frozen state. The inhabitants of the towns then
supply themselves with a sufficient quantity of
poultry and vegetables till spring, and keep them

in garrets or cellars. As long as they remain

frozen, they preserve their goodness, but they
will not keep long after they have thawed. 1 have
eaten turkeys in April which have been kept
in this manner all the winter, and found them
remarkably good. Before the frozen provisions
are dressed, they are always laid for some hours
in cold water, which extracts the ice; otherwise,
by a sudden immersion in hot water, they would
be spoiled. | o
_Thearticles of life are certainly very reasonable
in Canada ; but the high price of house rent and
European goods, together with the high wages of
servants, more than counterbalances that advan-
tage. A person must pay at least 70 or 100 per
cent. upon the London price, for every article of
wearing apparel, furniture, &c., unless he attends
the public sales, which are pretty frequent, and
where articles are sometimes sold very low; but
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76 FISH.

there he is often liable to be deceived, and many
a keen ceconomist has been confoundedly bit.

The Lower Town market-place*is reckoned ‘

cheaper than the other. It is not so large, but is
generally well supplied. Fish is at certain seasons
abundant, particularly salmon and shad; the latter
is classed among the herrings, which it somewhat
resembles in flavour, though widely differing in

size, the shad being as large as a moderate-sized

salmon. They are a great relief to the poor
people in the months of May and June, as at that
season they are taken in shoals in the river of
St. Lawrence from the entrance to more than two
hundred miles above Quebec: large quantities
are salted down for the use of the upper province.

Fresh cod are very rarely brought to market. A
‘merchant in the Upper Town usually gets a sup-.
~ ply once during the summer season, which he

keeps in an ice-house, and retails to the inhabi-

tants ‘at nearly the London price. Montreal re-

ceives a supply from the United States during the
‘winter season; they are packed up iu ice, and 2
few of them find their way to Quebec. ‘
The maskinongé is a fish of the pike species,
with a long hooked snout projecting over the

-mouth. It is caught in the small river of Maski-
- nongé, about a hundred and thirty miles above

Quebec. Trout, perch, and other small fish are
_plentiful. The sturgeon, the basse, the achigan,

b
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and a large species of eel, are all favourite fish
with the Canadians ; but the pickerel, or poisson
dorée, is reckoned the best that comes to market.
It is a small fish; seldom e\:ceedmg the sizz of a
haddock, which I think it much resembles in
flavour. In speaking of the fish I must not omit
a curious species, about the size and appearance
of large smelts, but far inferior to them in
quality.  “They are called by the inhabitants
tommy cods, and are caught in the St. Lawrence,
during the winter season, in little holes which
are made in the ice. Small huts are erected over
these holes, and in them the Canadians fish for
the tommy cods with hooks and lines. - They
generally obtain enough to reward them for their
trouble. Many sit-up all night at this work; for
it is found that the fish bite better at that time
than in the day. ‘Great quantities are brought to
market, and are very serviceable during Lent.
In-many places ap the river, where they are taken
in -great abundance, and no sufficient sale is found,
the country people feed their cattle with -them.
The eels of this country are all large, and by no
means inviting to-a refined taste. They have a
Strohg rancid flavour, and contain a great deal of
oil, :
Consrdenng the vast quantltles of fish, with
- which the river and gulf of St. Lawrence abound
I think the markets in Canada are very il sups
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plied. - Though the gulf is full of mackerel, yet -
none ever appear at Quebec. Opysters are some--

times brought from Chaleur Bay, but so seldom,

~ and in such small quantities, that an oyster feast

is considered by .the. inhabitants as a very rare
treat. They are, however, but of an indifferent
quality ; and though of large size when taken out
of the shell, yet have so little subtance in them,
that, when cut with a knife, the water runs out,
and they diminish at least a fourth. The shells

are large, and adhere to each other in great clus-

ters. The herrings of Canada are large, but of

indifferent quality. Sprats there are none; at least - |

none ever appear on shore.

In the spring the markets are abundantly eup— 1

plied with ‘wild pigeons, which are sometimes
sold much lower than the price I have mentioned:
this. happens in plentiful seasons; but the im-
mense flocks that formerly passed over the coun-
try are now considerably diminished ; or, as the

__]and becomes cleared, they retire further back.

- The beef of Canada is in general poor, and
tough eating. The Canadians have not got into
a proper method of fattening their cattle, which
are for the most part lean and ill fed. The

_ 'butchers however contrive to furnish a better
~ sort, which they fatten on their own farms. The

veal is killed too young to please an English taste,
and the pork is overgrown. Mutton and lamb
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are very good ; and the latter, on its ﬁrst‘»comi'ng
in, is-sold at a price which would not disgrace
a London market. The Habitans sell their meat
by the quarter, half, or whole carcase; which
accounts for the different prices I have affixed to
those articles. The butchers retail them by the
pound.

It is curious in winter time to see the stiff head-
less carcases of the sheep stuck upon their hind
legs in different. parts of the market-place. It
is also highly amusing to behold the various
groups of people, of all descriptions, that sur
round the Habitans, looking over and scrambling

‘for meat, poultry, and vegetables. Here may
be seen men, women, and children ; masters, mis~
tresses, and servants; judges and members of the
council; colonels, captains, and prlvate soldiers ;

all promiscuously huddled together round the Ha-

bitant’s cart, his basket, or his sack. One with a _

couple of turkeys in his hand; another withagoose;
a third snatching it out of her hand, exclaiming
“ That’s my goose, ma’am;” a fourth smelling at
a brace of partridges; a fifth throwing the fellow’s
potatoes, cabbages, onions, apples, &c. into a llttle
basket which she carries on her arm ; a sixth:mov-

ing off with a stinking cheese in his pocket ; a se- -

venth putting a mutton carcase under his arm,
- and bawhng to the Habitant to take his money
for it. - In the midst of all this. crowd stands the

/
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80 " POOR MULROONEY,

po&r,fellow', telling the price of half a dozen dif. .
ferent things in a breath, taking the money of

“some, and refusing it of others. ~Yet it very sel-
~dom happens that he loses any of his articles, or

suffers himself to be cheated.
- An anecdote is however told of a soldier, a few
years ago, whostole a mutton carcase from one of

- the Habitans, and carried it into the adjoining

barracks. The countryman got information of it,

" and applied to the officer on_duty for leave to
- search the barrack-rooms for his mutton. The offi-

‘cer accordingly accompanied him; and after going
through several of the apartments th_eyrca'me into’
one where two or three women were crying and
groaning lamentably over a dead body, stretched
out on the bed and covered with a sheet.  'The
officer asked who was dead? * Ah, plase your
honour, it's poor Mulrooney, who died suddenly
with the gripes this morning.” The Habitant,
howeyer, began to suspect that poer Mulrooney
‘might be no other than his mutton, and therefore
requested to see the corpse. The officer was upon
the point of complying with his wishes, when
the women immediately set up the Irish howl,
shrieking and tearing their hair most piteously,
and falling on the body, declared that they never
would suffer poor dear Maulrooney to be taken fof
the carcase of a sheep, and would scratch the
Frenchman’s eyes out for wishing to disturb the
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dead. They were just going to put their threats
in execution; when the countryman, alarmed for
his safety, and frightened at their howlings, in-
‘mediately took to his heels and ran out of the
barracks, though not without strong suspiéfons
that Mulrooney’s body was neither more nor less
than his mutton. The fact was afterwards disco- °
vered; and, I believe, some remuneration was
made the man for the loss of his sheep.

Anvother trick was once played upon a Habi-
tant by a soldier, who had dressed himself as an
officer's footman. He went to the countryman
and asked what he had got in his bag? The
man answered, ¢ A pig;” upon which the soldier
said he could not tell whether it would suit his
master, but would take the pig for him to look
‘at, and leave a dollar till he came back. He
accordingly took the pig into the barracks, and
returned to the man about five minutes after,
saying that he was sorry the pig did not suit his
master, and received his dollar back again. The
unsuspecting countryman placed his bag again in
the cart amongst his other articles: presently an
old gentleman,a member of the house of assembly,
-¢ame up, and began to overhaul the provisions in
the cart. “ What have you in the bag there:”
said the old gentleman. < A pig, Sir.”—* Ah!
ah! let me look at it.” The Habitant laid hold
of the bag, and the old gentleman opened the

=¥}
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mouth of it to examine the pig, when a large
tom cat instantly sprung up in his face and made
off with all speed for the barracks, leaving the
member of the house of assembly and the Habi-
tant in the dtmost consternation.

Among the articles brought to market is one
of a peculiar. description called stinking cheese,
-which, from the richness of its flavour, is worthy
of a place at any of our city feasts. It only re-
quires to be known in order to be sought after by
all the lovers of highly-tlavoured dainties; by all
who can feast upon venison and wild fowl in a state
of putridity ; for this cheese exactly resembles
those epicurean delicacies in the odours which it -
exhales. It is a kind of new cheese made into
small flat cakes; but to reduce it to.a rich pala-
table state, the country people wrap it up- in wet
hay or straw, and place it under @ dunghill, where
after it has lain a sufficient time to putrefy, itis
taken out and carried to market for sale. I have
frequently, on passing these cheeses, been obliged
‘to hold my nose; yet gentlemen reckon them
a great delicacy, and put two or three with the
wet musty hay into their pockets!

The best butter is brought from Green Island,
about one hundred and fifty milgs below Quebec.
That sold by the Canadians in the market-place
is generally of a cheesy or sour flavour ; owing to
the cream being kept so long before it is churned.
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Milk is brought to market in the winter time in
large frozen cakes. :

Large quantities of maple sugar are so]d atabout
- half the price of the West India sugar. The

manufacturing of this article takes place early in

the spring, when the sap or juice rises .in the
maple trees. It is very laborious work, as at
that time the snow is just melting, and the Ca-

o nadians suffer great hardships in procuring the

liquor from an immense number of trees dispersed
over many hundred acres of land. The liquor is

boiled doWn, and often adulterated- with flour,

which thickens, and renders it heavy: after it is

boiled a sufficient time, it is poured-into tureens;

‘and, when cold, forms a thick hard cake of the
shape of the vessel. These cakes are of a.dark
brown colour, for the Canadians do not brouble
themselves about refining it. The people in
Upper Canada make it very white; and it may
be easily clarified’ equal 'to the ﬁnest loaf sugar

made in England
It is very hard, and requires to be scraped
with a knife when. used- for tea, otherwise the
Jumps would be a considerable time dissolving.
Its flavour strengly resembles the candied hore-
hound sold by the druggists in England, and the
Canadians say that it possesses medicinal qualities,
for which they eat it in large lumps. It very
possibly acts as a corrective to the vast quantity
G 2 :
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S4 HAY, WOOD, AND COALS.

of fat pork which they consume, as it possesses a
greater degree of a¢idity than the West India
sugar. Before salt was in use, sugar'was eaten
with meat in order to corréct its putrescency.
Hence, probably, the custom of eating sweet
apple sauce with pork and goose ; and currant
Jelly with hare and venison.

‘Hay is sold at ‘market in bundles of 171bs.
weight eaéh, at 50s. the hundred bundles. Straw

_is sold in the same mianner, at about half the

price.  Wood is brought to market in carts or
sleighs ; three loads make one cord, which sells for

- from 12s. to 15s. Most people at Quebec, how-

ever, lay in their wood from the water side, near
the Lower Town market-place. It is brought
down the river in summer, in cribs of six cords
each. A cord of wood is six feet long, four feet
high, and two feet deep, and is sold at the water
side for from 8s. to 9. The expense of carting,
piling, and sawing the wood is about 4s. 6d.
‘more. Coals are generally brought by the vessels
as ballast,” and sell from 20s. to 30s. per chaldron
at Quebec; they are a cheaper fuel than wood,

but the latter is better adapted for the stoves

- which are used in Canada. The French people
sell their commodities by the minot, a measure

which is one twelfth more than the Wmchester_
bushel. They also measure land by the arpent,

which is four-fifths of a statute acre.
. : &
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Money in Canada is reckoned at the following
weight and currency, agreeably to an act passed
by the provincial parliament in April 1808 :—
: l_ | . Duts. Grs. < £ s

British Guinea . . . .~ 5 6 Troy 1 '3
Joannes of Portugal ... 18 0 ... 4 o
Moidore ofdo. . . . . 618 ... 1 10
American Eagle . . .11 6 ...3 10
When weighed in bulk, the rate is currency, 4. 9s. per oz. Troy.

Milled Doubloon, or four

Pistole piece . .

" French Loujs d'or, coined
before1793. . . .
. French Pistole, coined
before the same period
When weighed in bulk, the rate is currency, 4. 7s. 83d. per _
oz. Troy; and in the same proportion for all the hxgher and -
" lower denominations of the said gold coins.
For every grain which the Bntish, Portugal,
"and American coins wéigh more than the stand-
ard, there is to be allowed and added 21d. cur-
* rency; and for every grain less 21d. is to be deduct-
ed. . And for every grain which the Spanish and
French gold coins weigh more or less than the
standard, there is to be an allowance of 21d. cur-
rency.

In every payment exceedmo the sum of twenty
pounds, where one of the parties requires it, gold
is to be‘weighed in bulk, and pass at the above
rates ; and a deduction of halfa grain Troy is to

O O O & A

17 0...3 14 6
5 4...1‘2 8

44.. or83




5

A w ekl

e B

o

"

86 ) CANADIAN CURRENCY.

be made on every piece of coin so weighed, as 2
compensation to the receiver for.the loss he may
sustain in -paying away the same by the single
piece.

“The silver coins are as follow :

Canadian curreney.

’ ’ . £ s d.
Spanish Piastre or Dollar . . . . 0 5
"EnglishCrown . .. . . . . 0 5
. French Crown, of 6 livres tournois . 0 5
" French do. of 4 livres 10 sols tournois 0 4
English Shilling . . . . . . . 0 1
~French piece of 24 sols tournois . . 0 1
. L’Escalin, or Pistoreen , e . .01
French piece of 36 sols tournois . . 0 1

® O =P OO

The copper coin in circulation is English. -The

!'halfpence are called sols by the French, and cop-

pers by the British. To bring sterling money

- into Canadian currency, one-ninth must be-added;

and to bring currency into sterling one-tenth-
must be deducted.

3
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CHAPTER VL. i

- Curious Jargon in the Market-place— Bon Tabac ti«
—dn Anecdote of an Irishman and a Habitant ‘ §TZ
“=Moccasins— Swamp Boots— Strawberries— f_»;
Rasplerries— Fruit brought to Market—Vege- &

tables— Potatoes  formerly looked upon as poi-
sonous by the French—Rows of Cablages and -
Onions— Bread—Price regulated by the Magis-
trates— Large Exportation of Wheat— Colonel
Caldwell— Breweries established at Quebec—
Hop Plantation at Sillery—Settlement of the

-~ Algonquins— Emily Montague— Wines drunk in
Cancs’ .— Rum—Sugars—Quantity of Tea re-

- es"sed from the United States—Tobacco-—Salt

x—Trades and Pr«y%sswns. '
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A curious sort of j Jargon is carried on in the
market-place, between the French who do not
understand English, and the English who do not -

_understand French. Each endeavours to meet
the other half way, in his own tongue: by which
- -means they contrive to comprehend one another,
by broken- phrases, for the common French mar-

- keting terms are soon picked up. This inter-

. course between the French and English has occa-,
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88 ’ BON TABAC.

sioned the former to ingraft many ang]'i(‘:Ji‘sms in
their language, which to a stranger arriving from
England, and speaking only hoarding-school
French, is at first rather puzzling. The Cana-

“dians have had the character of speaking the

purest French ; but I question whether they de-
serve it at the present day.

A laughable anecdote is related of an Insbman
and one of the Habitans, occasioned rather by a
p]ay upon words; than from any mxsunderstand-
ing between the parties.

An Irish soldier one day bough a large quan-
tity of Canadian tobacco, and wishing to dispose
of a part of it, he divided it into smaller rolls,

similar to those which are sold in the market.

He then posted himself in a crowded place and
offered his tobacco for sale. A Habuw. * came
up, and taking one of the rolls in his ;-and,
asked if it was “ bon tabac.”—* Oh, by Jasus,’

says Pat, “ you will find it Lone enough.” Upon
which the Frenchman and-theTrishman struck
a bargam for it; and the tobacco was sold at a
very good profit. The next day, however, the
Habitant happening to espy Pat in the market-
place, immediately accused him of cheating, and
complained to am~officer who was passing at the
time of the Irishman’s roguery, and produced the

" bargain which he had purchased. The Irishman,
' on»being interrogated respecting his conduct, de-




= MOCCASIN>. - 89

clared that it was a fair and honest sale. * Plase
your honour, 1 would not chate a Christian for
all the world: he asked me if it was ¢ bone tabac,
and sure enough, your honour, it was; for I had
wrapped round it a large marrow bone.” 'The
Frenchman, when he came to understand the
joke, which was explained to him by the officer,
enjoyed it so highly, that he agreed to compro-
mise the matter at the tavern. Pat Joyfully ac-
ceded to the proposal, and swore it was a pity
- that such-a jewel of a fellow was not born in sweet
Iittle Ireland. :
Besides articles of provisions, a quantity of fars,
skins, moccasins, and -baskets of birch bark, are
brougks to market by the Iundians, from the neigh-
bour'ng village of Lorette, whose chief subsistence
rexcs more upon these commodities than upon
the culture of the ground. Straw hats, moccasins,
and baskets, are also offered for sale by the Cana-
dians. 'The moccasins are in O'eneral use among
the country people as shioes. They are of Indian
origin, and weil adapted for dry weather, or when
thie snow is hard on the ground; but they are not
calculated to resist the wet, being made of 2
spongy sort of leather, slightly tanned, and with-
out the thick soles which shoes possess, Thick
woollen socks are worn inside, and partly remedy
their defects. Boots of the same leather, with
moccasin feet, are much worn by the Habitans,
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90  STRAWBERRIES AND RASPBERRIES.

~ and- are also worn over others, as swamp boots,

by those who are fond of shooting.

The fruit of Canada is not remarkable either
for goodness or cheapness, except strawberries
and raspberries, which are brought to market in
great abundance during the season. They are
gathered on the plains at the back of ‘Juebec,
and in the neighbouring woods, where they grow

" upon the ground, or among the shrubs, in wild

luxuriance. The poor Canadians send their chil-
dren to gather them, and afterwards sell them to
the inhabitants at a moderate price. It is an
agreeable sight to view the fields covered with
strawberries, in blossom or ripe; and few persons
keep them in gardens. The raspberry b.*hes are

- intermingled with the underwood of the 1. ests,

and-afford an agreeable treat to those who “are
fond of rambling in the woods. That pleasure is
however more than counterbalanced by the mus-
quitoes and sand flies, which nevé;i' fail, for three
or four months in the summer, to annoy those who

“venture to penetrate their abode.

Apples and pears are procured from Montreal,

" where they grow in more abundance and in greater

perfection than in any other part of Lower Ca-
nada. They are sold for much the same price as -
in England. The apple which is most prized is
what they call the  pomme gris,” a small light
brown apple, somewhat resembling the russetin

}
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in appearance. Many persons say that it is su-
‘perior to any English apple, but I never could
-agree with them in that particular. In my oplmon
it is not equal to'many of our apples, and cannot
be compared with the nonpareil, an apple which
is unknown in Canada. Several species of wild
apples and pears are found in the woods, but they
are of inferior quality to those cultivated in the
gardens and orchards.

The grapes brought to market are mostly of
the wild species, which are gathered in the woods,
or from vines that have been planted near the
houses. Little care has been taken to improve the
latter, so that very trifling alteration is discernible.
They are scarcely larger than currants, but when
ripe have a pleasant flavour, though rather sharp
and. pungent. There are a few European vines
cultivated in the gardens, but the grapes are sel-
dom to be purchased. - .

Oranges and lemons are imported from En.
gland, and are always extremely scarce; for the
damage which they sustain on the voyage renders
them a very unprofitable article for sale. They
frequently sell (particularly oranges) at one or two

~ shillings each. The lemons, which generally keep
better, are sometimes as low as sixpence; but they
are often not to be purchased at any price.
Gooseberries, blackberries, and blueberries, are
in great abundance, and grow wild in the woods.
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Lo 92 FRUIT.

Those cultivated in gardens are much superior.

; Currants came originally from Europe,, and are
'! .~ to be found only in gardens, there 1s, /,of course,
—c ~ " buta scanty supply of them at market. Plums
i; ‘ are plentiful in the market; they are of the wild

A species, though often introduced {'Kt‘)o gardens.
R They are generally of two. sorts, the white and

4 black, and resemble the most common of our

¢ e plums. :

f ) Walnuts and filberts are by no means common

portation froti Englaad... Hickory and hazel nuts.

trees do not thrive well in Canada; and it has
been remarked by naturalists, that the European
trees were always more forward in their leaves -
-and flowers than the native trees of America; in
consequence of which they were very often blight-
ed by the cold nights, which are frequent in the
early part of the spring; while the American
trees, which did not leaf or flower so soon, were
‘generally preserved. Many days of an American
spring are often hotter than English summers ;
consequently, our trees feeling a certain degree of
- warmth so early, and which in their own country
brings them to maturity, are not prepared for the
sudden changes to which the American climate is
liabie. The English walnut-tree seems particu- -
larly subject to the variableness and severity of
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that climate. Even in the more southern parts
of North America, it has been repé_at_edly killed
by the frost. There is a species of black walnut-
tree, a native of the country, the fruit of which

1s called, by the inhabitants, butter-nuts ; they are, -

however, very infer