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The SEcRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY to CaAPTAIN AUSTIN.

Sir, 224 October 1851.

Iam commanded to acquaimnt you, by my Lords Commissioners of the
Admiralty, that they have appomted a Committee to inquire into the conduct
and result of the late Arctic expeditions.

My Lords are aware that on your first arrival you expressed your anxious
desire to the First Lord to submit your conduct to the most searching investi-
gation, and to meet the imputations circulated against you. Their Lordships
are glad that this inquiry will give you an opportunity.

(Signed) = JomrN~ PARkEr.

The SECRETARY oF THE ADMIRALTY to Mr. PENNY.
Sir, 22d October 1851
I am commanded by my Loids Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint
vou, that they have appointed a Committee to inquire mto the conduct and
results of the late Arctic expeditions; and I am to state to you that you will
have an opportunity of proving any of the allegations contaned in your letter
of the 10th October, and of giving any explanation of your own conduct.

(Signed) Joun PARKER,

34605



LETTER from Captain AvstiN to the SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY,
transmitting TraveLLiNG ParTIES JoURNALS.
Stz, Woolwich, 23¢ October 1851.
1.—In order that the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty may
be aware of the part taken by each travellng party, in prosecuting the
search for the missing expedition mn the autumn of 1850 and spring of
1851, as also the amount of labour and privation each has undergone, I Twenty.qy.
have the honour to transmit herewith, for their Lordships information, the T
Reports and Journals of Proceedings of Captain Ommanney and the officers
employed therein, as specified on the other side hereof.
I have, &c.
(Signed) Horatio T. Avustin,
Captain Royal Navy, late Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Resolute,”
and in charge of the Arctic Expedition.




(2)
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Page
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Enclosure 1 of No. 11 of 1851.
Captain Austin to Lieutenant Arorica of Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Resolute.”
OrpER to LrevrENant ALDRICH.

By Horatio T. Austin, Esquire, C. B., Captain of Her Majesty’s
Ship ¢ Resolute,” and in charge of an Expedition to the Arctic
Seas.

From the state this day of the ice newly formed, and the low range
of the temperature for several days past, there is great reason to consider
the expedition frozen i for the season, which admits of parties being
detached for a limited period; and as it is most desirable that everything
that 1s possible should be done in aid of the party to proceed to Cape
Walker o the spring.

Looking to your seniority in the expedition, and earnest desire to be
employed m the search on foot, and relying on your judgment, experience,
and prudence, I have selected you upon this occasion.

You will be provided with one sledge, the six men hereafter named, pro-

visions, and necessaries; and when perfectly ready proceed, accompanied
by the party under Lieutenant M¢Clintock, continuing together as long as
the state of the ice may make 1t desirable to do so, your object being to
reach Somerwville Island, and there deposit as much of your three weeks
Frovisxons as you can spare (reserving sufficient for your return); care-
ully searching such parts as you pass for traces of the missing expe-
dition ; leaving notices stating the object of your mission, as also that of
the expedition, at such places as it may be desirable to do so; looking
carefully at the nature and state of the ice, so that you may have an idea
of the best route to be taken hereafter; and keeping a record of your
proceedings for my information.

In the event of your finding the ice m such a fixed state as to admit of
your advancing towards Lowther Island, relying on your prudence, you
will be at Iiberty to do so. However, I have to remind you that the
season 1s fast closing, and that, should you find the temperature fall to any
extent, or the weather become more mclement than is at present antici-
pated, you must without besitation make the best of your way back; as,
under the circumstances of your service, (it being as much in the way of
proneerng as anything else,) your safe return will be a cause of much
satisfaction to me.

Mr. Cheyne, mate, with a party of six men, will accompany you to any
point within one day’s march that may appear desirable, for the purpose of
1endering assistance to your own and Lieutenant M‘Clintock’s party ; after
which you will direct him to make the best of his way back. He will be
provided with three days provisions and a tent.

Be assured that you leave with very earnest prayer for your protection
and guidance.

Given under my hand, on board Her Majesty’s Ship « Resolute,” at
Winter Quarters between Cornwallis and Griffith Islands, the 30th of

September 1850.
(Signed)  Horatio T. Austiv.

Nawmes of the Six Men referred to.
Daniel Gongh, Serjeant, R.M. . »
Robert Holﬁy ” A.B, ? ’ } H.M. Ship « Resolute.
James Tullett, Captain F. Top o »
Willam Richards, A.B,, J B M- Ship « Assistance.
Joseph Organ, Ice Quartermaster, H.M. Steam Tender ¢ Pioneer.”
F. M‘Kenzie, A.B.,, H.M. Steam Tender ¢ Intrepid.”

Lieutenant AvrpricH to Captain Austin.

. Her Majesty’s Ship “ Resolute,” between Griffith’s and
Sir, Cornwallis Islands, 6th October 1850.

In obedience to your memorandum of the 30th ultimo, I proceeded
on the 2d instant with the party placed under my command, in com-
pany with the party under Lieutenant M‘Clintock, accompanied by

2. A2
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a fatigue party under Mr. Cheyne; during that day we reached the
unnamed cape west of Cape Martyr, from the ship N. W, true, distant
fiom 10 to 13 miles, here we encamped for the might all together. The
ice over which we had travelled appeared to be old and in some places
much broken up and hummocky.

On the followmng morning after an early breakfast the parties separated
m pursuance with our respective orders; finding the distance to Somer-
ville Island to be as much as could be accomplished before dark,
Mr Cheyne and party accompanied me, which enabled us to do so.
At 6 r.M. we reached the shore and encamped for the night, having
passed over many miles of broken up, hummocky 1ce, which made the
journey a very fatiguing one.

On the next morning we proceeded on our way to Lowther Island,
but on ascending the land to examme the ice in our course, 1t proved to
have several separations with water, perhaps tidal, for many miles, much
broken up with hummocks and numerous heavy mips, without any appear-
ance of a floe fit for travelling upon; this, coupled with a considerable
fall in the temperature, thermometer — 17°, rendered 1t my imperative duty
to return, although a severe disappontment to me, and of much apparent
regret to all the party.

After satisfying myself of there being no 1ecord or other trace of
the missing expedition, I deposited the depét of provisions specified on
the other side hereof *, together with the record I received from the ship,
and then proceeded on our homeward journey, encamping for the might at
5h.50m p. ., on the young ice between Somerville and Gnffith’s Islands,
which was the first level piece we had come to. At 6 a.m. the next
mormng (Saturday) the thermometer —11°, we agamn moved on, and
reached the north pomt of Griffith’s Island at 12h. 45m. Sointensely cold
was 1t that, although the wind was fortunately at our backs, the whole
party preferred moving on, to waiting for the usual allowance of grog;
we therefore continued along the shelving new ice near the shore, which
cnabled us to avoid a heavy nip and a quantity of hummocky ice, happily
reaching the ship at 3h. 30m. » M, none the worse for the trip, with the
exception of a few sore heels, which I see no possibility of guarding
agalnst.

“TI have great pleasure m mentioning the excellent feeling, spirits, and
conduct of the whole party, and feel 1t mmcumbent on me to especially
notice the zeal and bodily exertion of Mr. Cheyne, who tracked with the
men nearly the whole four days, and I found him also an agreeable
companion.

1 have, &c
(Signed) Ropr. Dawes Avrpricy,
Lieut. i charge of party.

* Depdt at Somerville Island —Pemmican, 95lbs, Biscuit, 136lbs. Biseuit dust, 40lbs
Chocolate, Mcore's, 11lbs 2 bags contaimng 4 days provisions for 7 men Lignum Vite
(fuel), 42lbs. Bag of sundries.

Captain AuvsTiN to Lieutenant Arorica of Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Resolute.”

Her Majesty’s Ship « Resolute,” at Winter Quarters
- between Cornwallis and Gnffith Islands,
Sir, 8th October 1850

I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your report of the 6th
mstant, and to express my entire satisfaction of your proceedings mn exe-
cution of the scriice intrusted to you, as also of your determination to
return 1mmediately you saw the ice 1n the strait separated.

(Signed) Horartio T. Austin,
Captain, &c.
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Enclosure 2 of No.11 of 1851.

Captain Austin to Lieutenant M‘Crintock of Her Majesty’s Ship
¢ Assistance.”

By Horatio T. Austin, C.B, Captain of Her Majesty’s Ship ¢‘Resolute,”
and 1 charge of an Expedition to the Arctic Seas.

Looking to the state of the ice this day, and the mean temperature for
some days past, there is every reason to consider the expedition frozen in
for the season; the time appears therefore to have arrived for advancing
a depdt, in order to aid a party to reach Melville Island in the spring. And
taking into consideration your experience in Arctic travelling, and (as
stated to me by Captain Ommanney,) the zeal and labour you have be-
stowed 1n arranging the most efficient means for accomplishing a con-
siderable distance, as also your earnestness to proceed at once, and the
entire willingness of your Captain to give up the services of his senior
lieutenant at the present important period, I have deemed 1t my duty to
seleet you for this service accordingly; and as Mr. Bradford, the sentor
medical officer of the expedition, has been very desirous to accompany
you, I have only to add, that 1t is a cause of much satisfaction to me to
mform you, that you will have a gentleman of his ability and experience
attached to you for this service.

You will have under your command the men hereafter named, and be
provided with three sledges, provisions, and necessaries, in almost every
patticular, as proposed and prepared by yourself.

As soon, therefore, as you are in every respect ready, you will proceed
m the direction you thmk best for the southern shore of Bathuist Island,
and if en route you are able to examne 1if the coasts laid down as Corn-
wallis and Bathurst Islands aie connected, it will be satisfactory; how-
ever, this is not the object of your mission; but it is to place as a depodt
as large a quantity of provisions as possible for a party hereafter to pro-
ceed to Melwille Island, as well as to examme such places as you reach
for tiaces of the missing expedition.

You will leave notices at such places as may appear desirable, stating
the object of your mission, as also that of the expedition, and keep a
1ecord of your proceedings for my information.

Relying on your experience, pradence, and zeal, I do not enter mto
further detail, and have only to remind you that the season 1s fast closmg;
and that if you find the ice in an uncertan state, or the weather more
severe than there is reason to anticipate, your safe 1etmin (however limited
the extent of your journey may prove) will be a source of great satisfaction
to me.

Be assured that you leave with my earnest prayers for your protection
and guidance.

Given under my hand on hoard Her Majesty’s Ship “ Resolute ”
at Winter Quarters, between Cornwallis and Gnffith Islands,
30th September 1850.

(Signed) ~ Horatio T. AusTIN

Names of the Men referred to.

Benjamin Young, Captain Foire Top,
Moses Tew, A.B.,

William Swaney, A.B., L HL.M. Ship “ Resolute.”
Eli Bone, A.B.,

John Davies, Bombardier, R.M.A., |
William Dore, Captain Main Top, 7
Stephen Howe, A.B,,
John Cunmngham, A B,
James Dawson, A B, ]
Edward Spencer, A.B., H.M. Steam Tender ¢ Pioneer.”

Charles Campbell, cooper. } »
John Salmon, AB ) : H.M Steam Tender ¢ [ntiepid.

L H.M. Ship ¢ Assistance.”
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Lieutenant M‘Crintock to Captam AusTiN.

. Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Assistance,” Winter Quarters off
S, Gniffith’s Island, 10th October 1850.

I beg to acquaint you that m accordance with vour instruction,
dated 30th ultimo, I proceeded from this ship at 7h. Om am. of
2d October with the tiavelling party of twelve men pliced under my
orders, and accompamed by Mr. Bradford, Surgeon of Her Majesty’s shp
“ Resolute,” also by parties under the orders of Lieutenant Aldrich, and
Mr. Cheyne, mate.

The weather being mild, clear, and calm, we proceeded direct for a cape
bearmg N.1W. true (nearly),and being assisted by two men fiom Mr.Cheyne’s
fatigue party, we were cnabled to keep pace with that under Lieutenant
Alduch. At 30m. past noon we halted for an hour o funch; and at
5h. 50m. p.v. encamped upon the grounded ice under the cape (first cape).
Estimated distance from the ship, 13 geographical miles ; by pedometer,
153 miles English statute. At 6h. 50m. p.o. fired a rocket. At 10h. 30m.
v . the tide flowed up through the tide cracks mn the ice. and obliged us
to remove our tents to the land. Obtained compass bearings here. The
1ce travelled over this day was remarkably smooth, until opening the
north pomnt of Gnffith’s Island ; 1t then became a mixture of old floe pieces
and young ice, chiefly the latter, which was occasionally much pressed
up, similar to that southward of the ships; the travelling, however, con-
tinued to be good. Young 1ce extended off this cape for about a mile.
Nothing seen to-day except one duck, three seals, and a few fox tracks.

3d October—At 7h 50m. A parted company with Lieutenant Al-
duch, M. Cheyne, and their parties, which proceeded direct for Somerviile
Island Continued our journey northwards in as nearly a direct line for
the next distant head land, as was compatible with an examination of the
coast hine for cairns or other conspicuous traces of the missing expedition.
Halted to lunch at oune o'clock, the weather clear and calm, temperature + 7°.
At 5h. 15m. par encamped upon the extreme of a low promiunent point,
temperatule, —10°.  An 1sland, supposed to be Brown’s Island, lying
W.N.W. true, distant 6’ or 7. Saw Bathurst Island distimctly to the
NW. Ou estimated distance from first cape, about 13 miles. At
6h. 16m. p.a. some of the party reported a 1ocket fired to the eastward,
whilst others thought it meiely a shootng star. The ice travelled over
to-day was generally rugged, and appaiently some years old, the hollows
were filled with snow.

4th October —Started at 7h 50m. A™.; a hight air from the eastward ;
clear, cold, fine weather , temperatme—11°. Sknted round a decp bay, and
encamped ouc mile short of the extreme point visible of Cornwallis Island.
Weather oveicast, temperature +1°.  The travelling good throughout the
day Some heavy hummocks were pressed up on this point, and young
1ce off 1t Obtaned the tiue bearing of eastein extieme of Griffith’s Island,
SE by S Estimated distance from last encampment, 13} miles. A fox

was seen to-day.

5th October—A. steady fiesh breeze fiom N.E. all night, with snow-
duft ; but being anxious to obseive the trending of the coastline north-
waids of this pomnt, and the wind bemg off the land, we proceeded at
8h. 30m. .. Temperature, —8° Off this point, at a distance of 5 or 6
miles, is an 1sland about 2 mules in length, its longest diameter being
towards this pont, and termmating m a low spit; the opposite end is high
and bluff'; we supposed 1t to be Brown’s Island. On roundmg the pomnt
(Detention Powat), the wind drew round to north, and land trended
N.N.W. (true). At 10h. 40m. A, the wind having increased consi-
derably, the dnfting snow prevented our seeing for more than a few
hundied yaids; and several shght frost-bites having occurred, we pitched
ow tents under a ridge of hmestone shingle which afforded some pro-
tection fiom the wind. The sky was clear, and sun out, but we found it
impossible to face the wind for any length of time. Towards evening the
weather became more windy, threatening, and overcast ; secured our tents
firmly, end on to the wind, During the afternoon the young ice dah broken
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away and left a lane of water along shore, but the thick snow-drift
prevented our seemg either its width or extent; temperature —8°.

6th October.—Blew strongly all day with thick drifting snow, and
weather overcast; we were confined to our tents. Temperature mside,
+18°%; but we found 1t sufficiently warm in our blanket bags. Temperature
at noon, +3°.

7th October.—Rather less wind ; temperature at 9h. am., 2°% thick
weather, with thick drifting snow. Observed a considerable swell upon the
water and loose pieces of ice drifting rapidly to the southward. Unable to
proceed upon our journey. Dug out two of our sledges which had been
covered with three or four feet of drift snow during the night, cleared out
the tents, and built a snow wall to shelter one of them from the wind. A
few slight frost-bites occurred. A track, supposed to be that of a wolverine
was seen. 'The wind moderated towards evening.

8th October.—The wind still from noith, but more moderate: fog
hanging over the water, and mist over the land limited our view to less
than a mle. As there was so little improvement in the weather, and the
party had suffered consideiably from cola and three days confinement in
the tents, I determmed upon depositing the depdt of provisions at this
place and returning at once to the ship, more particularly as this is the
farthest point whose position 1 have been enabled approximately to
ascertain. ‘The depdt was placed upon a conspicuous ndge about foity
feet above the sea, and a boarding pike placed in the ground, with a
cyhnder and record of our visit attached. Leaving the men to pack the
sledges and commence our 1eturn journey, at 8h. 40m. a.m., Mr. Bradford
accompanied me northwards to mcrease as much as possible our knowledge
of the coast. We found that 1t became extremely low, with outlymg
shingle ridges, and large hummocks of ice pressed up, at short intersals.
Near the beach were several shallow fresh-water ponds, now frozen hard
to the bottom. Having walked three miles along the coast we found it
to be nearly straight, and trending about N. by W., true. The open water
continued no farther northwards, and appeared to turn off to the west. At
ten o’clock we commenced our 1eturn, feeling deeply disappomted that the
four days we had spent upon this interesting part of the coast had been
so thick as to prevent our ever being able to see any object at more than
one mile distant; 1t shortly afterwards blew strongly with thick dufting
snow. Mr. Bradford wounded two bears near our old encampment. At
1h 20m. p.m. overtook the party, and proceeded direct for the first cape.
The lane of water appeared to termmate near the north end of Brown’s
Island ; its length coastwise was about six mules, but the fog hanging over
it prevented our observing its width. By 4h. Om. p.ar. the wind had fallen
light, and weather become clear ; temperature,—2°. Continued our journey
with all speed until 8h. p.u., when we observed three rockets thrown up
by the squadron. Encamped upon the ice about five miles from the first
cape, having accomplished twenty-three miles.

9tl. October.—Morning clear; saw the squadron distant about 17 mules ;
started at seven o'clock. Passed two fresh cracks in the ice extending off
from the first cape. At nine o'clock the weather became foggy ; travelled
by compass until noon, when we made Griffith’s Island, and pitched our
tents to lunch. At forty minutes past noon the fog lifted and we saw the
ships distant about 5 miles; continued our journey. At 2 p.m. we were
met by Mr. May, and a fatigue party from the “ Resolute;” continued
thick fog, heard several guns fired. - At ten mnutes before four o’clock,
we arnved on board Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Assistance,” the party all well.

I feel 1t to be my duty, before concluding this report, to bring prom-
nently before you the zealous and admirable conduct of the men placed
under my orders, together with the unvarying cheerfulness and spirit with
which they exerted themselves to overcome every difficulty, and to forward
the object of our jouney ; displaying throughout a degree of enthusiasm
alike honourable to themselves and highly satisfactory to me.

And I further beg to take this opportumity of expressing the gratifi-
cation 1t afforded me in having so experienced and agreeable a companion
2, A4
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as Mr. Bradford ; the solicitude with which he watched over the health
of the men, and the friendly and unreserved manner with which he at all

times aided me with his opmion or advice.
I have, &c.
(Signed) F. L. M‘CrinTOCK,
Lieutenant.

The depot consists of the following provisions, packed m metal cases:

Ibs.
2564 Pemmican.
240 Biscuit.
40 Pounded biscuit.
22 Moore’s patent chocolate.

4 sketch showing the coasthne as seen by travelbing party.
[The thick coasthine 1s that laid down by Sir Edward Parry.]
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Captan Ausriy to Lieutenant M‘Crinrock of Her Majesty’s Ship
“ Assistance.”
Her Majesty’s Ship  Resolute,” at Winter Quarters
between Cornwallis and Griffith Islands,
Sir, 11tk Occober 1850.

I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your report of the 10th
mstant, and to express my entire approbation of your proceedings, and the
satisfaction afforded me by the manner in which you have been able to
speak of the assistance of Mr. Bradford, of the conduct and zealous cheer-
fulness of the men, and their return without any casualty, after exposure

to such severe weather.
I have, &c.

(Signed)  Horario T. Avustmy,
Captain, &c,




(9)

Enclosure 3 of No.11 of 1851.

Lieutenant Ospory to Captain AusTiIN.
. Her Majesty’s Ship * Pioneer,”
Sir, 13th October 1850.

I have the honour to report my return from examining the coast of
Cornwallis Island, between Cape Martyr and an unnated Cape, to the
N.W. of our present position, without having found any traces of the
missing expedition.

The breadth of the bay, seen to the northward of our present position,
1s about ten miles ; and the land recedes to the distance of five miles.

Three good harbours are formed by projecting pomts in the said bay,
a rough sketch of which I have annexed.

Two small islands and several shoals which I observed lead me to con-
Jecture that water in the bay is generally shallow.

The only sign of the neighbourhood having been visited by human
beings, was in the rumed remams of a conical shaped stone house, about
sixteen feet in circumference; it must, however, have been of very ancient
date, being much overgrown with moss, &c. This ruin lies about one mile
and a half north of Cape Martyr.

A solitary ptarmigan was the only hiving thing seen by us, and no traces
of animals were observed. The land was a good deal covered with snow ;
but on flat and sheltered positions grass and moss was found in abundance.
During the three days we have been absent the length of our daily
journies have been as follows :—

Thursday, October 10th - 10 miles - temperature§ ..
Friday, s 11th - 14 ,, - temperature3 —
Saturday, ’ 12th - 13 ,, - temperature8 +

We found the equipment admirably adapted for the service, and the

ration of food ample.
I am, &c.
(Signed)  Suerarp Osporw, Lieut.

” . 5

SCALE CF HILES

— 3z
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Captain Austiv to Lieutenant Ossory, in charge of Her Majesty’s
Steam Tender ¢ Pioneer.”

Her Majesty’s Ship “ Resolute,” at Winter Quarters
) between Cornwallis and Gnffith Islands,
Sir, 16th October 1850

I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your report of the 13th
mnstant, and to express my entire approbation of the manner in vhich you
examined the coast from Cape Martyr westward to the unnarae1 point,
bearing from the ship north-west (true).

I have, &ec.
(Signed)  Horartio T. Avstin,
Captain, &c.

Enclosure 4 of No. 11 of 1851.

General Memorandum.
No. 3.
Captain Austiv to Captain Ommansey, Her Majesty’s Ship  Assistance,”
the Lieutenants in charge, and the Officers, Seamen, and Marines

composing the Expedition.

Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Resolute,” at Winter Quarters
between Cornwallis and Gniffith Islands,
10th March 1851.

In making known the plan of operations shoitly to be entered upon, I
consiucr it a fitting occasion to observe,—

That hitherto the principal object has been to endeavour to preserve
health, by careful attention to exercise in the open arr, and, by instruction,
amusement, and social mtercourse, to pass the dreary period of an Arctic
winter, and which, under the kindness of Providence, has brought us up to
the present time in health and comfort. This of necessity has prevented
the completion of some detail called for, so as to be in a state of readiness
for commencing the important operations of search as soon i the month
of April as the temperature will permt.

It therefore now vehoves each and every one seriously to consider the
task he has voluntarily undertaken in the noble mission of searching for
our long absent countrymen, and 1s mncumbent on all to attach themselves
to the officers under whom they are placed, and be on terms of friendly
assoclation with each other, turning the period hitherto employed m
exercise mto that of healthful exertion as training for the labour before
them. ‘

The time hitherto set aside for instruction and amusement until 8 p.M.,
should now be given to the preparation of themselves, therr party, and
thei1 sledge, until all 15 complete wn every deta:l; the Saturday evening
should also be given to the same purpose, as also the Thursday half-holiday,
if found necessary.

With this, and every kind good feeling towards each other, joming
« heart and hand” in the great work before us, and trustmng all else to Him
who has hitherto shown us great meicy and protection, (be our endeavours
crowned with success or not,) we shall be able to look forward to our
return to our country and homes with satisfaction, to receive that deserip-
tion of welcome that the ¢ Endeavour to deserve” is sure to entitle us to.

(Signed) Horatro T. Austiv,
Captain, &c.




( 1)

PLaw of Opznaions for Search by Travelling Parties, dete-mined upon 10th March 1851.

Officers’ and Mcan's Names. oflg?::;c. Dﬁ;%‘:’g’h' Motto. Motto. Diins;inr‘;‘;;ign% orh;??&f;c. Ofcers and Men's Names.
SOUTHERN DIVISION.,
. CarTarn OMMANNEY,
Ezxtended. South-western Branch. Limited.
Capt. E. Ommangey i [ 1 1 Lt.Geo, F. Mecham.
William Dore - ‘William Tullett.
Jnmels B(r:ookeb 1 - , l | Domine | Sequor Robert Slessar.
Charles Campbe - Reli . \ LY : Succour George Green,
Edvard Privett - e <| dirigenos. | Juvare. 1 William Mitchel,
veorge Davis - ohn Bailey.
Thomas Ward -) L J 8 J L William Beedling.
it . Bromne ) e I ‘ O bt Bl
03ep - .- tant speck over.
William Harvey - :’:;l)lcc a Jobn Elliott,
Johu Bettison. -7 Enterprize implics; I;i?l;m f Toflexible < Francis Dow. -
William Lowrie - With all ’ Thomas Rumble,
Ricbard Binstead - the chim.r Thomas Coplands,
1 - 10 C O 1l 1
George Martin - L cnifo L;J;ize. g J William Colwill. .
Extended. Western Branch, Limited.
Lieut.SherardOsborn ) [ 1 1 ) (M. Vesey Hamilton,
Mr. H. P. Webb - Peter Simpson.
James Marshall - Nothing John Scarlett.
Edward Spencer - . -Nil odveature J 4 |\ Jobn Cunningham.
William M¢Arthur - ([ True Blue d'ﬁ”u;’;_“' nothing ,{ ] Adventure 19 Geo, Francis, -
Edward Thomas - win, [} Stephen Howe,
John I(‘}Ireen - -f Fraocis Webber.
Jobn Hurbourn - L L ( William Manger.
| ~ Auziliary to the Southern Division.
M. Fred. J. Krabbé William White,
Fhomas Armstrong ~ One and ) Robert M¢Clean.
Thomas Wilson - all, - - - Geo. Custance.
John Heyden - - Thomas Northhouse.
. WESTERN DIVISION.
Exztended. Northern Branch, Limited,
Lieut. R. D. Aldrich 7 | 1 - ( Mr. R. B. Pearse.

" Serjeant Gough - James Robinson.
William Coles - ;}/illiam Ward,
Peter Finnecy < {| Lady Faithful | ¥n Deo enry Deller,
Robert Holly - - | Franklia < | e < Hospur [{ Jioe? Shingleton.
Thomas Ransom - William Cuiver,
William Huggett - William George.
James Fox - - L J L Heary Fussell,

Extended. Western Branch. ‘Limited,
Lieut.F.L.MClintock" 1 3 r I ((Mr. W, B, Skellabear.
James Wilkie - ’ James Fullarton.
James Dawson = - Persever. Persvers | Faithfiz A . Robert Urquha.rt,
William Richards - % anco 4 1o the end end 4 ] . ? Dasher 4 Foster M*Kenzie,
Jokn Salmon - - * { intrepid. - ] .| Thomas Hood.
.}ames {ilo(illl - .J ‘ ] georgeﬁ%od.

ames Rodgers - L B ! _Henry Morgan.
Mr. A. R.Yl}radford < 8 I I "gr. Vg ;Vm. May.
Benjamin Young - o, S. Malcolm,
Robert Hoill -~ - i’,’,dc,f,z:f; Thomas Brown.
Moses Tew =~ 2| Resolute § » England; { Prospice, Excellent [$ John Davies,
Eli Bone - = *{ onward to | Respice. l Benjamin Steutt.
William Swaney - the rescue. : John Wright.
Samuel Rogers - L J ‘ Ll J { John Hieels,

v Aunlzary to the Western Branch.

" Mr. Joo. P. Chéyne - ‘ : : Thomas Record.
Joseph Organ - U p Endeavour _ Henry Cumber.
William Elliott - arry to deserre. - - Richard Bland.
James Foley - g Nicholas Holton.

2;
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Prax of OpERATIONS for Search by Travelling Parties, determined npon
10th March 1831-—confinued.

To examme Depéts on Somerville and Cornwallis Islands, and make running Survey
between Cornwallis and Bathurst Islands.

Officers’ and Men's Names Name of Sledge. stt;_:ﬁ;ishmg i Motto
" i

Mr. Geo. F. M‘Dougall -
Mr. Clements F Markham
Joseph Abbott -
James Beer - .
Alexander Thompson -
Richard Ellis
Joseph Bacon -

Endeavour - Ouar trustis in God.

)
l
b

Sy

[N S A I A A

| S——

L

As soon as one of the foregoing parties returns, or otherwise, on the 24th of Apnl 1851, the
following to leave, to examne Lowther, Davy, and Garrett Islands; to look at the state of
the 1ce to the westwaid, and advance a depit to the south~west point of Lowther Island for
the return of the limited party from the westward and southward

Disupgmshing

.08

Officers’ and Men’s Names Name of Sledge. Motto

Mr. Robert C. Allen - -
Mr. Edward Langley - -
Thomas Bond - - -
Robert Mocn - - -
George Munay - -
Michael Collins - = .
John Cunningham - -
Simon Dix - - -1 §

The heart that can

}Grmnell - -< ; feel for another.

!

@
e
H

i

|

ScALE of Provisioxs per day, established for each Person attached to the Spring
Travelhng Parties.

8 i "; "5 @ Alternately, or as cach Party may | Spints of wine for foe
g Aalx 3 desire D e
] g ER s 2 3 1 8 Each Each
I g1 7% g tp Moores = | Pantyof | P
2 4 =) 3 g Te: L 3 arty o
"n & = = = ] @ 2 Sugar Chocolate ! Sugar i 52 g 7 persons. | 8 persons.
Ws | b oz | oz |gills | oz | oz oz oz oz oz oz aills. gills
3 ! 1 1 L =
3 Vi34 4 |3 1 13 3ig |

 not spints of wine
sufficrent for all, then
the limi ed partres 1o
take concentrated rum

H
]
i
!
!

i

Notes.—In addition fo the above, each sledge will be furmsbed with a small quantity of

pickles, and pepper and salt mixed.
The several parties are to understand, that they have the option of leaving hehind any
portion of their allowance of rum, and that a proper proportion of tea will be given in

compensation for it
EquiPMCNT FOR EACH SLEDGE.

1 gutta percha or oiled canvas casing,
considering 1f desnable a flat batten
and canvas bottom_ 1n lieu of piesent
crosspiece and netting

1 tent, and 5 pthes or poles; one fitted
with a small 1ce chisel.

1 floorcloth, and 2 wolf skins.

1 felt sleeping bag (each person).

1 shovel.
1 cooking apparatus, and for entended

parties 1 additional apparatus for melt-
ing snow, to serve also as a spare
cooking apparatus in the event of
accident.

1 smal! kettle where required.

1 havetsack for luncheon.

1 haversack (each officer)

A few printed notices, and tin cases for
depositing.

1 knapsack each man (for extended par-~
ties) for carrying clothes and provisions,
in the event of aceident to the s'edge.

1 gun, 1n addition to officer’s gun.

2 1bs. powder ; percussion caps in propor-
tiomn,

8 Ibs. shot.

8 lbs. ball each gun.

1 bag of sundries, including a small Jine
for getting soundings.

1 pannikin, 1 spoon, and 1 knife each
person.

Instruments necessary for observations.

1 small tin case of medical stores.

The prayer adapted for Arctic service, and
a small bible.

2 o1 3 hites.

1 brush for clothes.

1 tm(ller box, and a bag for getting a
hght.

A small number of wax candles.

Cotton matches dipped in brimstoue.

1 lantern.

1 pickase.
N B —For Cape Walker parties, about

50 futhoms of lezd line, and 2 of Halket’s

boats.
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A List of the Walking Dress and Spare Clothing established for each Person.

Warkine Dress.

1 inside flannel.

1 Guernsey frock.

1 serge frock.

1 duck jumper.

1 pair of drawers.

1 pair of breeches.

1 pair of overall duck pantaloons, tied
above the calf.

1 waist belt.

1 pair of stockings.

1 pair of blanket feet wrappers.

1 pair of wadmill hose.

1 pair of canvass boots, leather soles, ship
made.

1 Welsh wig.

1 southwester.

1 comforter.

1 pair of mitts, with lanyards.

1 eye shade.

Seare CroTrING.

1 inside flannel.

1 pair of drawers.

2 pars of stochings.

2 pairs of blanket feet wrappers.

1 pair of canvas boots, leather soles, ship
made, for extended parties; hmited
parties to take warm cloth boots in
lieu.

1 cloth jacket (yet open to a question).

1 pair mutts.

1 towel and a piece of soap.

1 comb. -

Note.—1 parr of stockings, and 1 pair
of blanket feet wrappers only for
limited parties.

The third pair of blanket feet wrap-
pers not to be cut out until required.

1 bottle to carry inside frock, for water.

HoraTtio T. Ausmin,

(Signed)
Captain, &ec.

Enclosure 5 of No. 11 of 1851.

Captain Austix to Mr. Geo. F. M‘Doucarr, Second Master to Her
Majesty’s Ship * Resolute” in charge of the Sledge ¢ Endeavour.”

By Horatio T. Austin, Esq., C.B., Captain of Her Majesty’s Ship
“ Resolute,” and in charge of an Expedition to the Arctic Seas.

It being of importance that the depdt placed in the autumn of last
year by Lieutenant Aldrich on the N.W. point of Somerwille Island
should be examined, and advanced to the S.W. point of Lowther Island;
and that that placed by Lieutenant M‘Clintock on the extreme point of
Comwallis Island to the westward, visible from Browne Island, should be
examined and increased before the spring travelling parties set out; as
also that the nature of the unexplored part between Cornwallis and
Bathurst Islands should be ascertained, with the view to a survey here-
after; and considering your knowledge in surveying, and desire to be so
employed, I have selected you for that service.

You will therefore take under your command the officer and men here-
after named (provisioned and equipped for 20 days), who have all volun-
teered for this service, and who with their sledge have been under your
control and responsibility for preparation and equipment since the 10th
ultimo ; and as soon as m every respect complete and ready, proceed to
the N.W. point of Somerville Island, examine the depdt there, and then
advance to Browne Island ; from the summit of which, should the weather
be favourable, it is probable that you will be able to obtain a good view of
the unexplored part between Cornwallis and Bathurst Islands; but should
the weather not prove propitious on arrival, I leave to your own judgment
to consider whether it would be desirable to wait a day for the accomplish-
ment of that object.

After which you will proceed to examine the depdét deposited by
Lieutenant M‘Chntock on the extreme visible point of Cornwallis Island
to the westward before mentioned, leaving there i good secunity the
140 1bs. of provisions with which you are charged for the Melville Island
party, with such portion of your own as you may be able to spare without
crippling your resources ; and from where, or from Browne Island before,
should the unexplored part between the islands appear to be a channel,
I should wish you to proceed to its entrance, look for traces of the missing
expedition, and determine whether it is a Likely opening for a ship to have
passed up. B

2, 3
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You will then return to Somerville Island, take the dep6t from there,
and carry it on to the S.W. point of Lowther Island, deposit it in good
security, with a conspicuous mark to enable the partyr hereafter o cross
the strait readily to perceive it, and make such search for traces as may
appear satisfactory.

You will deposit a notice at each of the places you visit, and at the
depdts on Somerville, Coinwallis, and Lowther Islands, brief accounts of
your proceedings.

Having exerted your best efforts to carry out this service, you will
return with all despatch to the ship.

You, and the officer with you, will keep journals of proceedings and a
track of your route; which, with such observations, sketches of head-
lands, &c., that your acquirements may enable you to make (and that
will be very satisfactory for me to receive), with the data connected with
them, must be transmitted as soon as convenient after your return.

In the event of your meeting with any of the advancing parties on your
return, I desue that you will endeavour to effect a communication, and
make them acquaimnted with the 1esults of your examinations; but should
you not have anything of impoitance of which to apprize the party on
the Northern Branch, 1t is not of moment that you should deviate much
from your course for that puipose.

Given under my hand on board Her Majesty’s Ship “ Resolute,” in
Winter Quarters between Cornwallis and Grifith Islands, the

4th of Aprl 1851.
(Signed) Horatio T. AusTin.

The OrFicer and MEN referred to

Mr. Markbam, Midshipman, H.M Ship ¢ Assistance.”

Joseph Abbott, Captain Forecastle,

James Beer, Corporal, R M.A.,

Richard Ellis, Stoker, « . »
Samuel Taylor, Stoker, H.M. Ship « Resolute.
Joseph Bacon, A.B.,

Robert Graham, A.B.,

Provisioned and equipped for 20 days, with one runner sledge.

Captain Avstin to Mr. Geo. F. M‘DoucaL, Second Master, Her Ma‘
jesty’s Ship ¢ Resolute, ” in charge of the Sledge “Endeavour.”

By Horatio T. Austin, Esq., C.B., Captain of Her Majesty’s Ship
“ Resolute,” and 1n charge of an Expedition to the Arctic Seas.

With reference to your return from the examination of the depdt on
Somerville Island, and report thereon, you are hereby directed to proceed
again as soon as you are ready, with the 15 days provisions you have
remaining, in execution of the orders of the 4th instant, under the following
revision ; viz.

First, you will receive an additional quantity of provisions for the
Melville Island party, making in all about 470 lbs., and proceed
with 1t to the dep6t on Cornwallis Island, which you will examine,
and there deposit such piovisions 1n good security ; and,

Segond, rou will neither visit Somerville Island nor Lowther

sland.

The other parts of such orders will remain in full force.

You will receive another man in hieu of Mr. Markham, Midshipman.

I remmd you that every precaution is necessary to preserve the men
from snow blindness.

Given, &c., 10th April 1851.

(Signed) Horatio T. Austin.
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Orricers and Men comprising Party.

Names Rank or Rating. Belonging to.

George F. M‘Dougall - | Second Master ~ | Resolute.
Clements Markham - | Midshipman - - | Assistance.
Joseph Abbot - - | Captain, Forecastle - | Pioneer.

James Beer - - | Corporal, R. M. A. - | Fioneer.

Joseph Bacon - - | A.B. - - | Resolute.
Robert Graham - - | A.B. - -~ - | Resolute.
Richard Ellis - - | Stoker - - | Pioneer.
Samuel Taylor - - | Stoker - - | Pioneer.

Asstract oF ORDERS.

To ascertain state of depdts on Somerville and Cornwallis Islands, inspect un-
explored space bctween Cornwallis and Bathurst Islands, and to search for traces of

the missing expedition under Sir J. Franklin.

Str,

The ’equipment of the s

Her Majesty’s Ship “ Resolute,” Griffith’s Island, Monday,
28th Aprl 1851, lat 74°85' N., long 95° 10'W.

ledge “Endeavour” being completed in
every respect, I proceeded, in compliance with your orders, at 2p.M. on
Friday the 4th instant, and at 7 h. 30 m. p.M. encamped for the night on the
N.W. extremity of Griffith’s Island, distant from the ship about 6 miles;
weather during the day overcast, and gloomy ; wind moderate from E.S.E.

Saturday 5th—6h. 30m. a.M. temperature outside tent, 14° —inus;
nside tent 8° plus. 8h. 50m. proceeded on in the direction of Somerville

Island; found the floe good for travelling ; wind hight from N.W.

6 Py encamped for the night on the floe, having travelled about 10
miles, party rather fatigued ; temperature outside tent, 17° minus, inside

6° minus; weather during the day fine.

Sunday 6th.—5h. 30m. s.m. Temperature outside, 27° minus; inside
10° minus.—9 a.M. proceeded.

10 h. 30 m.—Left the sledge, and, accompanied by Mr. Markham, taking
sextant and artificial horizon, went on 1n advance in order to obtain the

latitude at noon.

11h. 40m. a.m.—Arrived on shore at N.W. p

SoMERVILLE ISP _ W AW (TRUE)

oint of Somerville Island ;

Obtained mer. alt., which made the lat., 74° 43’ 11" N.

Leaving the instruments at this point, we went on by the western shore
to the S.W. extremity, where after a long search we discovered the remaius
of depdt deposited m the autumm of last year by Lieatenant Aldrich,

whose paper I extracted from a bottle.

After a close inspection, we found the greater part of the provisions
bad been destroyed by bears and foxes, whose footprints were very
numerous. One case of pemmican, several cases of chocolate, and a tin
containing pea-soup were all that remained entire, although they all bore

evident signs of having been bitten and clawed by bears.

The only traces of the remainder of the provisions, were the remnants
of the iron potato cases (in which they had been stowed) found m the

vicinity of the depdt crushed, and in several places literally torn.

The snow being deep, and having no materials for digging, we returned
by the way of the hills to the N.W. pont, where we found the sledge.
Pitched tent for the night.

Monday 7th.—Temperature outside tent, 25° minus ; wind strong from
N.W., with thick misty weather. 7 a.m.
tent ; went in pursuit, but did not overtake them. 9 a.m. Left tent, and
accompanied by Mr. Markham and thrée men, with digging materials, pro-

-
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Observed two bears close to the

H M, Sledge “ Endeavour.”

Morro-*Qur trust 1s m God "

Abstract of Weights.
Standing weights - lbs 520%
Provisions and depét 5313

Total - - 1,052
Weight per man - _175%

Prowisions for 8 men for 20

days, for detail of above, tide
report.

Encamped - - 6% hours
Proceedng - - 53 bours
Estimated distance 6 miles
Encamped - « 15 hours
Proceeding - - 83 hours

Estimated distance 10 males
Detained, luncheon - 4 hour

Encamped - - 19 hours
Proceeding - - 5hours
Estimated distance - 6 mules.

Somervilla Island - N'W pt
Mer Q A H 42°56 10/

Indexerror -~ + <15
Encamped - - 21 hrs
Detamedby weather,

and for purpose ot > 10 brs

searching depdt -
Esumnated distance

travelled to and} 12miles

from dep6t twice



Fncamjed - - 13} hrs

Detainea shooung a
bear - -

Proceeding

Lsurmated distanes

2 hrs

- 64 hrs

T mles
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ceeded over the hills to the depét, distant from our encampment about
three miles. During the forenoon found only a few cases of chocolate.

1 r.m. Returned to the tent for luncheon ; after which, again left for
depOt, taking the only route unexplored, viz., the east and south shore.
On our way, passed within a few hundred yards of two bears.

One (4 1b.) case of chocolate was all we succeeded in obtaining, after
two hours hard labour, which the inclemency of the weather rendered
peculiarly severe and disagiceable.

Taking the whole of the cases, consisting of ten (11b.) cases, and one
(1 1b) case, but leaving the pemmican and pea-soup, we returned to the
tent over the ulls Wind during the day strong and piercing. Several
frost-bites occurred.

Somerville Island hes about N E. and S W.; is about 31 mules in length,
and 2] broad; the highest point, which is near the centre of the island, 13
about 200 feet above the level of the sea. Towards this pomnt the shore
rises gradually in terraces of lammnated limestone and shingle, of which the
whole island 1s composed, save at the S.W. end, where we found large
masses of limestone, forming terraces, terminating in a low chiff, on which
the depot had been placed.

In the hollows on the higher parts of the 1sland were several frozen lakes
of fresh water. All of them were of small extent, and very shallow, varying
from 20 to 50 yards m length, and half these distances broad, and about
18 inches or 2 feet 1 depth. The ice was transparent, the shingle at the
bottom bemmg distinctly visible.

The water 1 our bottles, though secured close to our bodies, having
become solid, each man laid 1n a good supply of 1ce, which lasted us whilst
travelling for seveial days. No doubt, in the summer season, these pools
are gieatly enlarged by the melted snow, for which there are no channels
of escape to the sea.

Wherever the ridges were bare of snow, small quantities of Iichen were
observed, which probably forms the principal food of hares, whose dung
was distributed over the whole island

On our first arrival at the Somerville Island depdt we observed Lowther
Island. The floe mn that direction appeared uneven and hummocky.

Feeling that the safety of the various travelling parties must depend m
a great measure on the secunity of their depdts, I deemed it prudent, after
mature consideration, to deviate from the orders I received, and return to
the ship as specdily as possible, for the purpose of mformng you of the
little reliance to be placed on unburied provisions, however securely packed.

Tuesday 8th —Wmd moderate flom N.W.; clear weather; temperature
of ar, 23° minus. Observed two bears prowling about the tent.

8.30 A M. Commenced moving towards Griffith’s Island. Bears i
company, about 200 yards distant. At O they passed ahead, faced round,
and advanced towards us, apparently with the intention of attack. Stopped
the sledge, and aimed paity with pikes.

Advancing with a single-barrelled fowling-piece, accompanied by Cor-
poral Beer, R.M.A., armed with a similar weapon, I fortunately succeeded
n shooting the smaller of the two animals through the back, which para-
Iysed the hinder quarters.

Both ammals now began to retreat, the wounded one, which proved to
be a female, being assisted by the large bear (supposed to be the mother)
in a very novel but interesting manner.

Placing herself 1n such a position as to enable the young bear to grasp
with her fore paws her hinder quarters, she trotted on with her burden
faster than we could walk, turming occasionally to watch our proceedings.
Never before had I witnessed such an mstance of devoted affection in an
animal, which, though wounded severely by Corporal Beer and myself in
the back and foot, continued at the post of danger until we had closed
within 50 yards, when, maddened with rage and pain, she advanced rapidly
towards us.

At this somewhat critical moment I fired, and struck the bear in the
head, fiom which a consideiable quantity of blood flowed. Shaking her
head, and rubbing the wounded side occasionally in the snow, she made
gﬂ‘il and left the young bear to her fate, which was soon decided by a

ullet,
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On skinning this animal, whose extreme length was about .
we found the flesh in very bad condition, obtaining only about twenty
pounds of fat, which answered admirably for fuel, when mixed with tallow.

On examining the stomach and intestines, we found a thin white fluid,
but not a particle of solid substance; taking
the skin, we returned to the sledge at 11 a.m,, >
and proceeded.

Noon.—Weather became misty ; observed a
remarkably brilhant halo around the sun, with
4 parhelia; the upper parhelion being bisected
by an inverted halo passing through 1t (as in O
the above sketch), the centre of the lower one
being in line with the horizon. Diameter of
halo about 40°.

Steered by sun till 5.30 p.m., when the men
being fatigued and cold, encamped for the
mght on the floe, having travelled during the day about six miles;
temperature 20° minus; wind fresh from N.W. with dnft; thick misty
weather.

Wednesday 9th.—Wind moderate from W.S,W.; weather gloomy. At Encamped - - 10} bra
9 a.m. I left the sledge to proceed on, m charge of Mr. Markham, about preceanf, ~ - 184hs
16 miles from the ship, on beard which I arrived at 3.30 p.m.

4 pM. A party of men was despatched to assist in bringing in sledge,
which did not reach the ship till 11 p.m.

Friday 11¢h.—Wind moderate from N.W.; weather fine; temperature  Temperature at Sip

24° minus. Having received a quantity of provisions amonnting to 4701bs, 3ex -~ - 110
to increase the Melville Island depdét on Cornwallis Island, and an addi- Mean - - 18409

tional man, Corporal Morgan, R.M.A., for the sledge, I proceeded at Abstract of Werghts

8 A M with party, the sledge being drawn by excursion parties till 10.15.  Standing weights - 5204
On parting company we received three hearty cheers, which we returned, g::;“;:ﬁepat‘ T

and then made direct for the point marked A (v:de rough plan), where we —_—

arrived at 4 p.m. and pitched the tent. Total —by?7 - 14104

Here we observed the remams of Esquimaux huts which appeared to Weghtperman - 201 4

be of very ancient date; from this pomnt the coast runs back irregularly Vide detailed report.

about 5 miles, formmg a bay, terminatmng in a low point D, about 10 miles Provsioned for 15 days for 8
men,

N.W. (true) of pomt A. Or 1 dags for 9
At the N.W. end of the bay I discovered a small inlet C, and near the Encamped - - 8hrs
centre of the bay I discovered a low islet B, about one mile long and half Droce Simated - 14 tues
a mile broad Took a round of angles and bearings.* *# Tobe delivered with rest

Saturday 12th.—Wmnd moderate from E S.E.; weather fine. 8 amM., of data. Temp. at Ship
wind being fair, made sail and proceeded ; floe good for tiavelling. 5 p.m. Max < - 100
arrived at and pitched tent on point D, which is a long narrow tongue of 3, = .~ - f‘;;;‘_
shingle. Encamped ~« - 154hrs

Proceeding - - B hrs

Estiroated distance 10 mihs,
P 7 -—-@7#%{{?’/'/7//// Ve, yc/ R caif)
YT R L kel
E o B

FROM POINT A

19—
119
6°—

Sunday 13th.—Wimd fresh from S.E., with thick weather, drift, and Max -
snow. 8.30, ready to proceed, but remained stationary till 10, when there pjan - -
being no appearance of clearing, struck tent, made sail, and proceeded. Encamped - - 17 bre

6 p.M. Pitched tent for the might on the floe about 5 miles S.E. of pf;féﬁ,n;y weather 13 hr
(depdt) point E, and about the same distance S.W. of the entrance of a Esumated distance - 9 miles
deep mlet F, running N.E. and S.W.,about 14 miles broad, and apparently
about 9’ deep. Observed a bear approaching ; prepared to receive him ; but
when within 300 yards he turned and made off.

During the night the wind increased to a heavy gale from S.E., with very

heavy snow drift.

Monday 14th.—A. strong gale from the S.E. with heavy snow drift until Mex. - - 70+
6 p.m., when 1t began to moderate, and a heavy fall of snow took place, Meam - - on
which continued all night ; weather during the day too bad to travel. Erompeld ety o e

Tuesday 15th—Wind light from S.E. with thick foggy weather, and a , o = o o
fall of snow. 9, made sail and proceeded. Floe bad for travelling, its M . - w4

surface being covered with newly fallen snow a foot in depth. Mean - R i

2.



Encamved ~ 20hrs
Proceeding - ~ 4his
Encamped at depdt 6 hrs

Estimated distance - 5miles

%

Temp of Stap

Max - 1%+

Mo - - -~ 144+
Mean - - 151°%+
Euncamped - - 24hrs

“Weather too boisterous to
travel
# Found on board on return

Temp ot Ship
Max - 25°+
SMin - - 16°+
Mean - - 20§°+
Encamped - -~ 17 hrs.
Proceeding - %hrs

Esttmated distance  14miles

Icmp of Shup
Max - - 27%+
*Min - - 19%+
Mean - - 23%4

1 ncamped - ~ 24 hrs
Weat! er too boisterous to
o vl head to wind
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1 ey Arnved at depot, point E, left by Lieutenant M‘Chntock in
October last, of which only three cases of pemmican and 12 cases of
chocolate were unmjured, all the bread and bread dust being destroyed,
two of the preserved potato cases in which 1t had been stowed bemng found
much crushed, and the contents extracted.

Employed during the afternoon digging a pit, which, from the hard
nature of the ground, occupied three hours; deposited therein the 470 Ibs.
of provisions for the Melville Island parties. Covered the whole with
large stones, filling 1n the mterstices with loose earth. On the top placed
the pemmican, erected pike with a handkerchief secured to the top to
mdicate position, and left the pickaxe as directed.

Placed in tin case attached to pike a paper, with a copy of printed
notices, as well as a brief outline of our movements since leaving the ship,
with all necessary mformation respecting depét.

6.30. retired to tent. Weather during the day thick, cold, and miser-
able, snow falling ; a bad day for the eyes.

Wednesday 16th.—Wimnd strong from S.E., with heavy snow drift;
dark and gloomy overhead. 8 30. wind shifted to south, but did not
moderate, Observed occasionally a point of land to the N.W. Weather
too boisterous to travel. Missed the spirit lamp* belongmng to apparatus;
made one from a soup and boulli tin, which on trial was found to answer
the purpose.

Durmg the evening Richard Ellis complained of snow blindness; dropped
some opiate of wine imnto each eye, which caused almost immediate 1clief.
Held a musical festival this evening, which lasted till past midnight.

Thursday 17th.—Wmd strong from south, with moderate dnft. 9,
proceeded under sail along the coast of Cornwallis Island, keepmg within
200 yards of beach.

1.30. .M. Could trace the low land to the northward, which appeared
to take a westerly direction. Following the line of beach on which
Mr. Markham and myself occasionally walked, we found the pomnt G seen
from the dep6t to be merely the western horn of a bay; but, from the fact
of 1ts being migher than any other land n its immediate neighbourhood, it
makes like an island at any distance.

This bay 1s about 6 miles broad ; the land all round is low, but paiticu-
larly so in the depth of the bay, where the beach, 15 or 20 feet above the
sea level, extends to the northward, apparently for several miles, without a
single rise.

This plain, if such 1t may be called, is, however, bounded on the eastern
side by a range of hills, being a contmuation of the coast line fiom pomt
E, and, with various undulations, appalently terminates about 15 miles to
the northward m a sloping bluff.

5 p.M —Arrived at penmsula G, which 1s about 3 miles m length fiom
neck to south point, and 2 miles broad. Accompanied by Mr. Markham,
I walked across to the western shore of the penmsula, which is much
steeper than that to the eastward.

The musty weather prevented our having a very extensive view, the only
land we saw being a continuation of that on which we stood. This appeared
to take a N.W. direction, but after a few miles 1t became too indistinct to
form an 1dea whether or not 1t jomed Bathurst Island, which I did not see.

On the point G, which is composed of shingle, we observed a great
quantity of lichen of the most brilhant colours, varying fiom a deep crimson
to the most delicate straw colour. During the night the wind mecreased,
with heavy drift.

Perceiving no chance of the weather moderating, I deemed it imprudent
to proceed any further west, as our provisions were now getting short. I
therefore resolved on retracing my steps as soon as the weather would
permut.

Friday 18th.—Wind strong fiom south, with dnft; sun obscured,
weather unfit for travelling head to wind.

2 .. Wind shifted to S.W. Shifted tent end on, an operation at all
gm;s unpleasant, but especially so m a strong gale, with heavy snow

riit.
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Saturday 19th.—Wind light from south ; weather overcast and gloomy, May et Ship '

with snow and thick mist. Waited till noon for meridian altitude, but was mm .~ - fgﬁ;
disappointed. . < Mem - - 2o
1 pm. Wind light from N.W., with snow; weather overcast and Detamd to get } 4 hre
gloomy. Proceeded for point E. 3. Stopped and melted snow to fill o O ¥
water bottles, for which purpose expended one gill of spirits of wine. e g mce. ik

Observed a snow bunting flying to the westward. 3.30. Proceeded ;
floe fair for travelling. 4. Observed dep6t through telescope, and two
bears in its vicmty. Felt great uneasmess respectmng the safety of
provisions. -

" 5p.m. Arnved at depdt, and was much relieved on finding Lieutenant
M<Clintock’s paper, on which he states the provisions were all safe. Ex-
tracting the paper, I put in its place one of my own, with a copy of the

printed notice. Pitched tent for the mght. .

Sunday 20th.—QOur tea this morning was cooked over a fire made of May TR OfShR
an old pamted canvas bag and some turf, gathered at peninsula G. Some Mm - Y9
little time elapsed before the turf caught, but when it became dry 1t threw Mean o . o
out a considerable heat. I am inclined to think, from the success of this pmceegfng - - 4ibs

experiment, that when the season becomes more advanced, the turf, when Estimated distance  7mules.
well dried, will form an excellent article for fuel. Weather very gloomy ;

calm.
8.30. .M. Proceeded on in the direction of Browne Island, bearmg

south (true).

10 oM. A breeze sprung up from east, and a fall of snow took place
which obscured all objects ; floe bad for the eyes.

2.15 pm. Arrived at N.E. extremity of Browne Island ; pitched tent;
weather very misty ; breeze fresh from north.

Duiing the night the wind veered to N.W. by N., and mcreased to a
heavy gale, with much drift; passed a cold and comfortless night; tent
shakimg.

Monday 21st.—A fresh gale from N.W. with heavy drift; clear over- Temp at Snip

head. 11. Shifted the tent. By sitting within the tent, I succeeded m e .= . 1900
getting the mendian altitude, which made the latitude 74° 49’ 10" N. Mean - - -
. . 1 Encamped - - 24 hrs
During the evening, the weather being somewhat clearer, I took a Weather too bousterous to
round of angles and beanngs.® travel
o Browne Island, N E point

Tuesday 22d.—Wind moderate from N.W.; weather fine. On rising Mer nby A H. 53031/ 0"

this morning, discovered the fresh track of a bear withm ten yards of the f”de‘;’“” s+ 21
tent. dago be delivered with rest of
Browne Island is about six miles in circumference, is steep too at the south Mex. - -
end ; 1ts highest pomnt is about 500 feet above the level of thesea. Onthe jyen .~ 1945
N.E. side, the land gradually declimes in height, and terminates in a long Encamped - - 154hrs
Proceeding - < 8ihrs

narrow tongue of shingle; the appearance of this island bears a striking Eiemated distance - 16 oilcs
resemblance to Beechey Island ; like all the land'we have visited, it is
composed of hmestone, the bluffs to the S.E. beng stratified.
9 Am. Made sall and proceeded ; floe good for travelling. 6 p.m.
Pitched tent on the floe, having travelled during the day about I5 miles.

Wednesday 23d.—Wind moderate from N.W.; weather overcast with ,g,, =P *Shw,
mist. 8.30 A.m. Proceeded. 1030. Observed the ships. 1pm. Ob- M - - 260~
served ships to hoist therr ensigns.  2.30. Arrived alongside « Resolute.” g:::mped TLoL B

In conclusion, I have only to add that Mr. Markham proved an agree- Proceedmg - - 6hbss
able compamion and useful “assistant, and I feel great pleasure m stating Fetmated dstance- 12miler
that although the cold at times was intense, being 30°—, and the privations
great, the party of men attached to the sledge were zealous and active in
carrymg out the laborious work in which we were engaged.

During the whole pei1od of our absence I remarked nothing approaching

discontent ; on the contrary, the duty was performed with cheerfulness.
2. C2
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Blessed with health, the whole party was contented -and happy, and
returned on board after eighteen days travellng in as good health and
spints as when they left.

During our absence I never lost sight of the great object of the expe-
dition, but I regret to state no traces were discovered of the missing ships.

The object of the rough plan annexed is to make the reading more
intelhgible. Browne and Somerville Islands are placed in theiwr proper
latitudes, but the coast line is merely sketched in by the eye. I have data,
however, which, in accordance with your directions, shall be laid before you
at the earhest opportunity.

1 have, &c.
(Signed)  Geo. F. M‘Doucary, Second Master,
commandmg Sledge “ Endeavour.’

>

Note —All the bearings m the foregoing remarks are true.

GeneraL Remarks connected with Travelling.

Sir,

In accoidance with your wishes, I beg to subjoin the following remarks.

On first leaving the ship, the sledge appeared to drag very heawly, but
T attubute as much to the unusual nature of the work as to the weights,
for on leaving the ship a second time, with a considerable increase per
man, I observed that we not only progressed faster than before, but the
men at the end of the day’s work appeared less fatigued.

I cannot say too much m favour of the tent with which I was supphed
(made, 1 understand, from a plan of Mr. Abernethy’s). The comfort which
the breadth of a cloth of canvass at the top made must be experienced to
be properly appreciated.

We found the arrangements for sleeping perfect m every respect, the
only unpleasant part connected with it was getting up in the moinings,
when, 1 addition to frozen boots, we were annoyed with the condensed
breath falling from the top and sides of the tent ; this, I thmk, mught be
obviated by having holes for ventilatimg in the top.

The scale of provisions was found to be more than sufficient for our
wants The pemmican was made more palatoble when mixed with soup. The
only alteration we could have wished, was the substitution of an additional
quarter pound of bread for the same quantity of pemmican, which could
easily have been dispensed with, and chocolate every morneng for break-
fast, mstead of tea, which makes but a light meal to travel on.

Nerther the allowance of tallow or spints of wine, for fuel, was sufficient
to cook our provisions with comfort, with such a low temperature as that to
which we were exposed.

When, however, fiesh water can be obtamed from the floe, or gullies on
shore, 1t will probably be sufficient.

The appaiatus supplied 15 not strong enough to stand the wear and tear
1t must necessarily 1eceive; and I consider the travelling parties bemg
supphied with an additional one, of stronger matenals, one of the most
unportant items m thewr equipment.

I have, &c.

(Signed) Geo. F. M*Dovcars,
Second Master.
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Sledge “ Endeavour,” Apnil 1851.

Asstracr of Hours actually proceeding, Estimated Distances travelled, with Periods and
Causes of Detention.

Estimated Periods
No ofh
Date. pro: eedx‘::g.s git:ﬁ!:g. et eﬁ: o Causes of detention Remarks, &e
Miles
Friday, 4th - 5% 6 ~— —
Saturday, 5th - 8% 10 — —
Sunday, 6th - 5 6 —_ —_
Monday, 7t - | Employed during the day searching for remains of depit.
Tuesday, 8th - 6% 7 2 hours { Killing and
¥s ] * | U skinning a bear.
Wednesday, 9th 18% 15 - - - - Returned to ship.
Friday, 11th - 8 14 - - - - Left the ship.
Saturday, 12th - 8 10 —_— —
Boisterous state
Sunday, 15th - 7 9 11 of weather.
Monday, 1th- | - - | - -{ Thfi;";m‘e } Heavy S E. gale,
1 p.m, arrived at
Tuesday, 15th - 4 5 - - - - {Lxeut. M¢Chn-
tock’s depdt,
Wednesday, 16th| - - - -{ Th%:v;xole } S.E. gale.
Thursday, 17th 7 14 —_ -_—
Friday, 18th - | - - - . { Th?i :;Ole S.E. gale.
Saturday, 19th - 4 9 4 Hours. | To obtain mer.QO
Tlf 215 arnved
Sunday, 20th - 4 7 B - B ) Brown Island.
Monday, 21st - | - - - -{ Thz:;}zole }HeavyN.W. gale
Tuesday, 22d - 81 16 —_ —_—
2.30 arnived on
Wednesday, 23d 6 12 - - - - board
Totals.—Number of days absent fromship - - 19,
Number of hours actually proceeding - 963,
Estimated number of miles travelled - - 140
Periods of detention - = = = 4days, 7L hours.

GEo. F. M‘DoucaLL

Captain Avstiv to Mr. Geo. F. M‘Doucary, Second Master of Her
Majesty’s Ship “ Resolute,” late in charge of the sledge < Endeavour.”

Her Majesty’s Ship “Resolute,” 10 Winter Quarters
between Cornwallis and Griffith Islands,
S, 7th May 1851.
I have had much pleasure in the perusal of your report of proceedings
from the 4th to the 9th and from the 11th to the 23d of last month,

which I consider to be very intelligibly drawn up.

You have carried out the interesting service that was assigned to you,
under the circumstances of low temperature and considerable privation,
such a manner as to entitle you to my best thanks.

I am, &c.
(Signed)  Horatro T. Austiv,
Captain, &c.
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Enclosure 6 of No. 11 of 1851.
Captain AustiN to Captain OMMANNEY.

Her Majesty’s Ship « Resolute,” in Wainter Quarters
between Cornwallis and Gniffith Islands,
Memo 5th Apnl 1851.

Having, at your recommendation, appomted the officers under your com-
mand, hereafter named, to take charge of the limited and auxihary
sledges provided by Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Assistance,” and whom I have
considered responsible for the equipment of their sledges since the 10th
ultimo, I now desire that you will give them, fiom under your hand,
authonty to command them accoidingly, and to place themselves and
parties under the oiders of the officers in command of the extended parties
to whoin they are to be attached.

(Signed) Horario T. Avstin.

Lieutenant George F. Mecham

Mr. Vesey Hamilton, Mate.

Mr. Charles Ede, Assistant Surgeon

Mr. Frederick J. Krabbé, S~cond Master.
Mr. W. B. Shellabear, Second Master.

Enclosure 7 of No. 11 of 1851.

Captain Auvstiy to Erasmus Omyanney Esq., Captain of Her Majesty’s
Ship ¢ Assistance,” 1mn command of the Southern Branch, Southern
Division.

By Horatio T. Austin, Esq., C B., Captamn of Her Majesty’s Ship
“ Resolute,” and in charge of an Expedition to the Arctic Seas.

In accordance with the instructions governing every effort of this expedi-
tion, having determined to make as complete a search as possible to the
southward and westward of Cape Walker, by parties on foot, during the
same period that searches are being prosecuted towards Melwville Island,
along the noith shore of the strait, to the northward between the
1lzarry group, and of Wellington Strmt by the expedition under Captain

enny,—

I u:zost happily avail myself of your earnest desire to undertake the 1m-
portant search to the southward and westward fiom Cape Walker, with a
full rehance on your abihity, judgment, and devotion to the object of our
mission ; and shall have much satisfaction m knowing that so large a
body of men as the southein division will cross the stiait under your
direction.

You will, therefore, now take under your immediate command the officers
and men named 1n the Appendix hereunto attached, who, one and all, have
voluntecied, and been chiefly selected by yourself for this service, and who,
with their sledges, have been under your control and responsibility for pre-
paration and equipment smce the 10th ultimo, and as soon as 1 every
respect complete and 1eady proceed to cross the strait in the best duection
for reaching Cape Walker that the state of theice may render desirable.

Having reached that locality, the nature of the coast must then govern the
direction of yowself, and of the sepaiate party under Lieutcnant Osborn.

The object being to search to the southward and westward between Cape
Walker and Banks’ Land, 1 such directions as may appear likely for the
missing expedition to have taken, should the coast be found to present
bays or mlets, one party will examine those, whilst the other 1s advancing
to the westward, looking for traces.

The object of a double party being attached to yourself, with an officer
of Arctic experience, is to ensme,—

Fust, that m the event of casualty there may be increased resources
from which to pieserve efficient one party, so that some considerable amount
of search 1 one direction may be accomphished ; and,
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Second, that, after sufficient proof, should you find all fully equal, to
advance, and circumstances arise to admit of more than one line of search
being entered upon, the parties might act separately ; in which case you
would give Lieutenant Browne such directions as might appear most desi-
rable for cairymng out the object of our mission and the spirit of these
orders.

Further, when considering the large number of men that will cross the
strait, I have deemed 1t advisable to attach a medical officer to the southern
division; and,at your recommendation, have appointed the assistant suzgeon
of the « Assistance ” to the charge of one of the limited parties.

You having reached such pomnts beyond which your resources would
not be aided by the auxiliary or limited parties, you will direct their return,
first completing the extended parties from them, at which period there is
reason tc hiope that sufficient will be known of the strength and capability
of every one to leave little in doubt on that head, taking care that the
resources of the returning sledges are adequate to insure their reaching the
ships in safety, and acquainting me, or, (if more convenient, ) stating verbaily,
but carefully, to the officer, for my information, your anticipations of the
extent of search you may be able to accomplish, and the probable date of
your return.

From our frequent conversations upon the subject of your mission, and
the sgtisfactlon I feel that our views so fully comcide, I shall now proceed
to add,—

That I wish one of the printed notices with which you are supplied
deposited each day near your encampment.

You will keep a journal of your proceedngs, and a track of your route,
and duect the officers immediately attached to you to do the same, for
transmission to me,

Should you come upon land (now a blank upon our charts) between
Cape Walker and Banks’ Land, you aie to take possession of it in the
name of the Sovereign of our country, giving 1t and 1ts prominent points
letters or numbers for distmnction, but reserving all names for consideration
hereafter ; fixing the several positions, and making such observations as
your intelligence in such pursmts may deem desirable and of interest to
the public in general, or to any particular branch of science ; all of which,
with the data from which the 1esults will have been deduced, you will
transmit to me as soon as convenient after your ieturn. You must, how-
ever, consider discoveries and observations wholly secondary to the great
object of our mission,—#he most active, earnest, and persevering search for
our missing counirymen, any of whom, should you be so favoured as to
meet, and they be unable to return with you, must be impressed with the
assurancc that no human effort shall be wanting to give them succour and
relief.

In the event of casualty anising to yourself or to any of the officers
accompanying you before separation, you are referred to the provision made
in the Appendix before mentioned.

There remains but to advise with reference to your return,—

First, that the people having undergone the privations consequent
upon a winter passed m these regions may not be equal to so
lengthened a period of labour and further privation as if fresh
from a more gemal climate ;

Second, of the increased labour and difficulty of travelling after
thawing has commenced; and,

Tlurd, of the uncertamnty of the time at which a disruption of the
1ce in the strait may take place.

All of which must guide you in the extent of your journey out.

Believing that all has now been done that the resources of the expedition
will allow, and human foresight can devise, I commend you and those with
you to the care of the Mighty Disposer of all events ; and be assured that
you leave with my kindest regaids and best wishes.

Given under my hand, on board Her Majesty’s ship “ Resolute,” at

Winter quarters, Cornwallts and Griffith Islands, the 7th of April 1851.

(Signed) Horartio T. Ausriv.

2. C4
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THE APPENDIX REFEREED TO.

Furst Part.
( Capt. Ommanney - o - -
William Dore - - Capt. ™ain top
Extended Party. James Brooke - - Captain’s cuxa. ; Her Majesty’s
Provisioned and eglﬁxpped« Charles Campbell - Cooper. 2 Ship
for 40 days, with onel gggarg Privett - - A.B. « Assistance.”
runner sledge. George Davis - - AB
| Thomas Ward - - AB. J
[ Lieutenant Mecham - - -]
Limuted Party. Wilham Tullett - - Capt. fore top .
Prowvisioned for 42 days, ; Robert Slessar - A.B. Her Majesty’s
and equpped for 284 George Green - - Private, RAL p Ship
days, with one runnes | Willlam Mitchell - AB. ¢ Assistance.”
sledge. John Balley - - Private R.ML
| William Beedling - A.B. )
Second Part.
(Lieutenant Browne - - -
Extended Part James Beams - - Boatsw. mate
;Xienged ~arty William Harvey - Boatsw. mate § Her Majesty’s
Prgvx:xoned and eqlll:pp ed | John Bettison - - Carpts. mate ¢  Ship
or 40 days, wit %) Willam Lowrie - - A.B. « Resolute.”
o™ Richard Binstead - AB.
| George Martin - - Private R.M.
(Mr. Charles Ede - Assist.-surgeon)
Limited Party. _ | George Drover - - Capt.forecastle
Provisioned for 42 days, { John Eliott - - Bomb. RMA. ; Her Majesty’s
and equpped for 28< Francis Dow - - A.B. - Ship
days, with one rumner ; Thomas Rumble - - A.B « Assigtance.”
sledge. Thomas Coplands - A.B.
L William Colwill - Blacksmith |
Auziliary Part.
(Mr Fred J. Krabbé - Second master)
Provisioned for 40 days, Thomas Armstrong - Gunner’s mate
: Thomas Wilson - - A.B. ;
and equipped for 20 days, § 3} Hevdon - - AB Her Majesty’s
with one runner sledge, < William %Vhite . _AB. > Ship
and two gutta perchd | Ropert MeClean - Officer’s cook | ~ Assistance”
boats George Custance - Stoker
( Thomas Northhouse - A B. J

In the event of casualty arising to yourself during the period you are
accompanied by Lieutenant Osborn, 1t is then my intention that he should
carry out the instructions guiding you, Lieutenant Browne taking the
second pait, that of Lieutenant Osboin, and Lieutenant Mecham that of
Lieutenant Browne, for which you would be good enough to direct the
necessary transfer of mstructions. Butin the event of Lieutenant Gsborn’s
separation, then Lieutenant Birowne would become responsible, aided by
Lieutenant Mecham, for the part assigned to you.

With reference to casualties amongst the men, a fair proportion should
be provided of those from each ship for the extended parties so long as
efficiency will admut thereof.

(Signed) H.T. A.

Captain OmmanneY to Captain AusTIN.
Her Majesty’s Ship « Asaistance,” Winter Quarters,
Sir, June 30, 1851.

I have the honour to acquaint you of my return to this ship on the
14th June, with the sledge under my command, having accomplished a
search over a considerable extent of new coast to the southward and west-
ward of Cape Walker, though, to my great regret, without findng any
traces of the missing expedition.

After parting with you off Gnffith’s Island, on the 15th April, I pro-
ceeded with the division of sledges (named in the margin) placed under
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my command for Cape Walker, at which place we encamped on the beach,
under the high cliff, at midnight of the 21st. No traces to be seen. On
approaching the land a most unfavourable change took place in the weather,

Reliance
True Blue
Enterprize.
Suecour

«~ Adventure.

the tezuperature falling to 15° below zero before we were tented. At this
time William Marshall (captain of Lieutenant Osborn’s sledge) sustained
such a severe injury by frostbite that he could proceed no further. For
three days our operations were delayed in consequence of the heavy gale,
which continued to blow, with severe frost. The sufferings of the whole
party were very great during this unavoidable detention. The interior of
the tent was generally at a temperature of 10° below zero.

My first object was to ascertain the direction of the coast. Accordingly,
Lieutenants Browne and Mecham were despatched (although the weather
was most inclement) to the eastward and westward. 'The former reported
a deep bay to the southward, with high land to the S.S.E. The latter
crossed a bay to the westward, from whence he saw a low continuous
coast. Under these circumstances, and with a broad channel Iying between
Capes Walker and Bunny, I considered it incumbent upon me to provide
at once for the search of 1ts western shores, from whence Sir John ¥Franklin
might have attempted to find a passage to the continent of America, m
the event of his having failed to the westward of the 98th meridian. Lieu-
tenant W. H. Browne was selected for this service, and his sledge completed
to forty-one days provisions, deeming it sufficient to accomplish this object,
and ensure his safe return.

Availing myself of a temporary lull on the 23d, Marshall was placed on
the auxiliary sledge under the charge of Mr. Krabbé, to be conveyed to
the ship with all despatch, the division having previously been replenished
with the provisions brought over by that officer’s sledge.

We were enabled to proceed again on the 24th of April, and after
rounding the N.W. cape the const trended S W. by W., and the land
became low, with old fixed ice along the shore. The severe cold rendered it
impossible to travel by night, as scveral men had already received severe
frostbites in consequence, we therefore changed the time of travelling
to-day. At this period the mercury congealed in the thermometer.

On the 28th, the medical officer recommended that those who had
suffered should be sent back. Mr. Ede was therefore selected for this
service. Having previously exchanged the sufferers for his efficient men,
and supplied the extended sledges with all his disposable provisions, he
returned to the ship with the disabled. The division was now reduced to
four sledges, and during the day we had been involved in a barrier of very
old ice, covered with immense hillocks of fresh water ice, so that in some
places the sledges could only be advanced by a standing pull, suffering
under a most intense glare of the sun.

On the 29th, with great labour, we reached the land, and were compelled
to halt for the recovery of several of the party suffering from “ snow
blindness,” ¢ frostbites,” &c.

Lieutenant Osborn was perfectly biind. Thus the sun proved as great an
obstacle to our progress as the frost. Under all these circumstances you
may easily conceive how painful this delay was to my mind.

From the hills T descovered that we were near the entrance of an inlet;
and in order to profit by the delay I despatched Lieatenant Mecham with
a lightened sledge to examne it, selecting from each tent the most efficient
men to replace his invalids. This being a favourable position, and 100
miles from the ships, a ten days depot was burted for the extended sledges
on their return.

A violent gale with drift confined us to the tents from the 1st to the 4th
May, when most of the party were recovered, except Thomas Armstrong,
captain of Lieutenant Osborn’s sledge, and who was too ill to proceed; so
it became necessary for another sledge to return with this man and the
other invalids to the ship, which duty devolved upon Mr. Hamilton, his
bemng the only hmited sledge remaining. Lieutenant Osborn’s sledge was
completed up from the limited, and we proceeded in company on the
4th May to the westward.

Whilst crossing the inlet, Lieutenant Mecham rejoined from his
examination, which was satisfactory. After he had traced the inlet
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for 13 miles, 1t trended to the E.N.E. (A copy of his report is herewith
enclosed.)

On May the 6th the time had arrived for the return of my limited
sledge; so, after completing my provisions, Lieutenant Mecham was ordered
to return from this position, in latitude 73° 59’ N. and long. 100° {5’ W.
Lieutenant Osborn and myself had each thirty-six days provisions for our
search. We had now been deprived of eight days valuable time, by delays
from severity of climate and sickness.

The coast continued to be very low, with a succession of low shingle
points and sputs extending from the land, to which the ice was fixed and
grounded for some distance. The ice was generally of old formation, over
which dragging continued to be very laborious.

After passing the 101st meridian, the coast trended more southerly and
very low. We were in hourly expectation of finding it assume a more
westerly direction, but on the 13th we came upon a point in lat 73° 30’ N.
and long. 101° 30’ W., where it suddenly trended away S.S.E., with a
mount ten miles distant. This was ascended on the 14th, and we found the
coast still running away S.8.E., as far as we could see, and distant land
was seen S.W. by S, 25 miles, but unable to define whether it was a gulf
or channel.

Having found a convenient place for a depdt under this mount, we
crossed over to the land, and arrived at a bay* from whence the coast
extended away W. by N. and to the southward. 1 resolved to trace its
shores in the latter direction, leaving Lieutenant Osborn to pursue his
search to the westward. We parted compauny on the 17th May.

_ After leaving this bay the coast became very low, consisting of exten-
sive plams covered with snow as far as could be seen. The absence of any
tide-mark rendered it difficult to define the coast line. I again experienced
a delay for several days by gales of wind and the indisposition of one man.

On the 24th May I found we had reached the bottom of a gulf* Its
eastern shores were seen stretching away to the northward. The land here
assumed a more elevated character, from whence I obtained a clear and
distant view. A vast plain bordered the south and western shores of this
gulf, which were lined with numerous shoals and banks of shingle. The
water must be shallow, as it 1s frozen to the bottomn, and the surface of the
ice covered with fresh-water ndges. .

My only comse now of proceeding was to trace the eastern shores.
‘These were thoroughly examined, and I reached the third depdt again on
the 29th of May, where I found Lieutenant Osborn encamped, having
returned from s search to the westward,

The distance round the shores of this gulf comprise 80 miles. The land
was decply covered with snow ; its appearance altogether was of the most
dieary and desolate description; not an ammal was seen, though traces
15 a proof of deer having visited the locality at a former season. The only
vestige of human life having ever existed n these parts was a very old
Esquimaux provision depét found on the eastern shores. The extent of
my search over new ground here ternunated, after traversing 200 geo-
graphical mules of newly.discovered coast-line, without finding any place
where a ship could approach the shore.

Having erected a very conspicuous cairn, in which the official expedition
1ecord was deposited, 1t now only remamed for me to retrace my steps, and
carry my crew back to the ships m good health, who, though somewhat
weaker after ther labour and privations, were as well as could be
expected.

On the 29th of May I left the third depdt, m company with Lieutenant
Osborn, and reached the first dep6t agan on the 5th June, where I was
joined by Lieutenant Mecham, who brought your letters and some refresh.
ments winch had been considerately forwarded. The improvement of the
chmate and the surface of the ice for travelling enabled us to return
together at a more rapid rate than on the outward passage.

Leaving Lieutenant Mecham to proceed m the execution of your orders,
we set out agam from the first depdt on the 6th nstant; and as T was
desirous of returning by Cape Walker, to obtain observations, Lieutenant
Oshorn parted company to proceed ditect across the ice to the ships.
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After stopping twenty-four hours at Cape Walker (which refreshed my
crew), I left there on the 9th. The ice along the beach was then thawing
for the first time. At a short distance from the land we fell in with a
crack eight feet wide, extending towards Lowther Island, and afier a
fI'a\lmu(xl'.able passage across we encamped under the S.W. bluff of Griffith’s

slan )

On the 13th, whilst rounding the south end of the island, we passed
through pools of water making along the land ice, and I arrived on board on
the 14th instant, with the whole party well, after an absence of sixty days.

The coast which I have searched lying exactly in the route where Sir
John Franklin was instructed to seek a passage to the American continent,
much importance must necessarily be attached to the nature of the shores,
and. the chances of it being practicable for ships to navigate in that direc-
tion. The character of the land is very low. The nature of the ice along
its shores is mostly of old formation, and in some places must have been
fixed for a considerable period. There was but little indication of tide or
piled-up ice, such as we see along these shores, caused by the action
of current and an open sea. Shoals abound along the coast, and there was
no place where a ship could obtain shelter. On that part most exposed to
the north there were masses of grounded floe pieces, quite forty feet in
thickness. After giving my best attention to the subject, and from all
that passed under my observation, 1t 1s my opinion that the coast is
unnavigable for ships.

The distance travelled over by my party amounts to 480 miles, of
which I have traversed 200 of newly-discovered coast. Out of sixty days,
which my journey occupied, ten were most painfully passed within the
narrow limits of a tent, during violent gales, with heavy snow-drifts, when
travelling was impossible ; five more were delayed by casualties, and in
examination of the land. We encamped on dry land but eight times. These
uncontrollable circumstances will, I trust, receive due consideration; but
it has been my satisfaction to leave no part of the coast unsearched which
came within my reach, nor an openmg unexplored. Throughout this
search, not a vestige of any European having ever previously visited these
shores could be found.

On my return I was glad fo find that Lieutenant Browne had arrived
back in safety ; at the same time I regret that he has been equally unsuc-
cessful in the object of his search. It was a source of great satisfaction for
me afterwards to know that I had detached him when I did, since no other
opportunity has presented itself where bis services could have been made
available for searching an unexplored coast. B

In conformity with your instructions, the newly-discovered land was
taken possession of in the name of our gracious Sovereign, and cairns
were erected whenever an opportunity offered, in which were deposited the
usual expedition record.

I herewith transmit my chart and journal, together with those of
Lieutenant Browne and of the other officers comprising the Southern
Division.

My chart is projected from positions determined by astronomical obser-
vations ; and fortunately I was provided with a good chronometer, which
retained a good rate through the low temperature. All these observations
will be laid before you when finished.

It is my pleasing duty to bear testimony to the good conduct of the
officers and men placed under my orders. Their zeal, activity, and perseve-
rance to overcome difficulties on this particular service 1eflects the greatest
credit upon them; and those men who suffered from the severity of the
climate I beg to recommend to your particular notice.

For the crew of my own sledge, I can speak in terms of the highest praise
of their good conduct under all circumstances, also of their patient endu-,
rance of the fatigue and toil consequent on such a novel service.

In justice to Lieutenant S. Osborn, who kept company with me for so
long a period, I have the pleasure of stating that he evinced much zeal
and devotion for the cause he had in view ; nor can I help expressing my
admiration at the perseverance of Mr. Webb, who so disinterestedly dragged
to the sledge as a volunteer througl;l this arduous service.

2. 2
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With feelings of deep gratitude to Almighty God for many mercies
vouchsafed to us, particularly for the blessmg of health throughout the
past journey,

I have, &c.
(Signed)  Erasmus OMMANNEY.
Captain, &c.

SCHEDULE OF ENCLOSURES.

No. L—0Orders for Lieutenant Browne to proceed to southward
No. 2—Report of Proceedings of Lieut. Mecham up Inlet.

No. 3.—Report of Proceedings of Lieut. Browne to the southward.
No 4.—Journal of Proceedings of Captain Ommanney.

No. 5.—Datto Datto Lieut. Browne.

No. 6 —Ditto Datto Lieut. Mecham.

No. 7.—Ditto Ditto Mr. Hamlton.

No. 8.—Ditto Ditto Mr. Ede.

No. 9.—Ditto Ditto  Mr Krabbé (Auxiliary).

NaMES OF SLEDGES, &C. AT STARTING.

Name of Sledge. Officers Shaps.
Reliance - -| Captain E Ommanney - - | Assistance
True Blue - - | Lieut S Osborn - - | Pioneer
Enterprize - -| ILneut W H Browne - - | Resolute
Succour -~} ILiacut G ¥ Mecham - - | Assistance
Adventure - -} Mr Hamilton (Mate) - - »
Inflexible - - | Mr Ede (Asst-Surg) - - »
Success (Aux.) - | Mr. Krabbé (Second Master) - »

Enclosure No. 1.
Lieutenant Browne’s Orders from Cape Walker.

To Lieutenant W. H. Browng, Commanding Her Majesty’s Sledge
“ Enterprize.”

By Erasmus Ommanney, Esq., Captain of Her Majesty’s Ship ¢¢ Assis-
tance,” and in charge of a Division searching to the southward
and westward of Cape Walker.

Whereas it appears that the coast 1s continuous to the westward, that it
is unceitain where an opening may be found trending to the southward,
and that we have seen a large bay, with a coast trending to the southward
of Cape Walker, with high land to the S.E., 1t 1s most desirable that a
party should be detached from this pomt to search in that direction for the
nussing expedition.

You are hereby required and directed to proceed, with the men and
sledge under your command, now completed with provisions, in the direc-
tion of the land already seen, and avail yourself of the first opportunity of
gaining a more southerly and westerly direction, to prosecutea close search
for the missing expedition.

As you have already received verbally from me my views respecting
the line of search now intrusted to your charge, I must rely on your ahlity
and discretion 1 carrying out this important service.

It remams for me to caution you to provide for your safe return to
the ships, taking care to retrace your steps m due time, or by another
coast, should you be able to find one; also to provide for the safety of
yourself and crew.

With earnest prayers for your success, and for the protection of the
Almighty, T leave you to proceed.

Given under my hand, near Cape Walker, this 23d April 1851.
(Signed) Erasmus OMMANNEY,
Captain.
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Enclosure No. 2.

Lieutenant MrcuaM’s Report on Examination of Inlet, to Captain
Erasmus OMMANNEY.

Sir, Her Majesty’s Sledge  Succour,” Encampment, 5th May 1851.

According to your directions, I proceeded with the ¢ Succour” sledge
on the first instant, to examine an openmg in the coast which was thought
might probably lead into a channel to the southward and westward.
The wind on the morning of the 2d freshened to a gale from S.E., and
the snow-drift became so heavy that we pushed across for the west
shore of the inlet, and encamped at 3h. A.M. The gale blew hard
all day, and moderating a little in the evening, decamped, and made
for a low point, which we found on landing was but a small flat island
separated from the main by a quarter of a mile. We crossed it, and
made for a point about two mules farther, which we found also an island.

The wind increasing, and the dnft preventing our observing the shape
or direction of the inlet, encamped at 10h. p.M. On the evening of the
3d the weather cleared, and enabled me to proceed with two men to
examine the land, which appeared to terminate in a point. In crossing
to it we passed over three more low islands just above the level ice, and
with a high tide ridge round each. We ascended to the highest part of
the main land, but a thick fog prevented our gaming a satisfactory view,
but through the haze the land appeared continuous and to trend more to
the eastward. Upon this eminence, which was about 250 feet above the
ice, we found the jawbone of a whale and a number of shells. Tracks of
hares and foxes were very numerous, but none were seen. There bemng
no appearance of the weather clearing we returned to our encampment.

In recrossing the island several remams of Esqumaux encampments
were found, with bones and feathers under the stones. The land was
principally of hmestone with a httle granite. On the 4th, at 6h. a. M.,
built a cairn, and deposited a cylinder containing mnformation respecting
our search, routes of travelling parties, and positions of provision depdts,
and from the top of the island ganed a view of the surrounding country,
which was clearly traced uearly all round the inlet, and turnmg in its
direction to E. by N. The extremes of land seen were E. by N. of the
west shore and N. E. by E. of the east shore. The E.N.E. being directly
under the sun, its glare, I fancy, prevented our joining the land in that
direction. During our cruize nothing was seen to give any trace of our
missing countrymen, or induce me to beheve it had ever been visited
before by any Europeans. At 6h. A.m. decamped, steered for the depot,
encamping again at 9h., and resuming our march at 6h., to rejomn your
encampment. The ice over which we travelled appeared of several years
formation, being mostly covered with hillocks formed by the thaws of
several summers.

Before closing this, I feel it my duty to point out to you the good
behaviour of the men, who were of a mixed crew from the ¢ Reliance”
and “ Adventure.”

I have, &c.
(Signed) G. F. Mecuawm,
Lieutenant in command of the party.

Enclosure No. 3.

LerTER from Lieutenant Browne to Captain OMMANNEY, enclosing JournaL
or ProcLEDINGS.

. Her Majesty’s Ship ¢ Resolute,” off Griffith Island,
Sir, 928th June 1851.

I have the honour to transmit to you the journal of the proceedings
of the sledge “ Enterprize ” under my command, between the 15th day
of April and the 29th of May 1851, together with a chart of the coast
travelled over, in which I have denoted the newly explored land by red,
and the track dotted in, in the same colour; the adjacent coast of North
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Somerset, Cornwallis, and Griffith Islands bemng shaded black. There
are also a few sketches of the outlines of the most remarkable points, &c.
seen.

With the above I enclose extracts of the ongmal order received from
Captam Austin, and also an extract of the orders received from yourself
at Cape Walker.

I am grieved to state, that having searched the coast denoted m those
orders as far to the southward as 72° 52’ north latitude, and finding no
traces of the missing expedition, and taking into consideiation the quantity
of provisions remaining, and the safety ot the crew, as impressed on me
m your orders, I considered it expedient to commence my return to the
ship, taking advantage of the eastern coast of the islands not previously
explored on my outward journey, also in pursuance of your orders. Here
I agamn experienced the disappomtment of an unsuccessful search; and
taking mto consideration the state and appearance of the ice m the strait,
and in the bays along the coast, I think it unhkely that any ship could
penetrate to the southward through this channel. My only hope in the
search was, that retreating parties from the ships might (as a last resource)
have availed themselves of the smoothness of the floe in reaching the
coast of America, such being, in my opimon, much preferable to attempting
? passage over land. But no traces of any such parties have been
ound.

On the outward journey I deposited four of the printed notices sup-
plied, and the same number on my return ; more of these would have been
deposited, had we encamped more frequently on the land; in addition to
which, the extreme hardness of the soil and stones rendered it mnearly
impossible to collect stones sufficient to build a carn likely to attract the
attention of any future travellers.

In conclusion, I have much pleasure in stating, for Captain Austin’s
information, that the conduct of the crew during the whole journey was
most satisfactory to me, and creditable to themselves, and that they all

returned in good health.
I have, &c.

(Signed)  WiLL. H. Browne,
Lieutenant.

P.S.—I bave much regret that the samcness m the appearance of the
land has not afforded me that opportumty of using my pencil which I so
carnestly desired and indeed expected, for, with the exception of a view
of « Cape Walker” and No. 1 Cape, I have no 1illustrations worth notice.
These, should they prove fit for finished drawings, will be forwarded
when completed, and the angles, &c. when copied.

JournaL of Her Majesty’s Sledge ¢ Reurance,” Captan Erasmus Om-
manney, searching to the south-west of Cape Walker, for the missing
expedition under the command of Sir John Frankhn.

Sitepce Crew.

Names i Raung —

Wilham Dole - - Captain maintop.

I'rederick Brooke - ~ | Captain’s coxswain
Charles Campbell - - | Cooper.

. *Edward Privett - - -} AB Retuined frostbitten,
Thomas Ward - - -1 AB. recetved * Dow 1n
Geotge Davis - - -{ AB heu
*Francis Dow - - -1 AB
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Departure.
First MarcH.

Tuesday, 15th April 1851.—At 6h. 30m. p.m. the whole of the travelling Wind -

parties appointed for the prosecution of a search for the missing expedition
set out from their respective ships for the north point of Griffith Island,
where their sledges had been previously advanced, amidst the cheers of those
remaining, accompanied by Captain Austin and the officers. The weather
was gloomy and still ; the temperature above zero, a circumstance to which
we had been strangers for six months. On approaching the sledges, a gale
set in suddenly with heavy squalls and falling snow. At 10 p.m., having
reached the sledges, each party prepared for departure, when an allowance
of grog and tea, prepared by the party in charge of the sledges, was served
out. Captain Austin then read an appropriate prayer, made a final address,
and took an affectionate leave of us. After three hearty cheers, each party
took 1ts departure for the route assigned to it, and we soon lost sight of
each other in thick snow. I proceeded with the division of sledges (named
in the margin) under my command for Cape Walker, making a westerly
course to clear Griffith Island, which was scarcely visible through the
storm

Wednesday, 16th April —The strength of wind with falling snow in our
faces, the weight of the sledges, together with the uneven hard ridges of
snow, rendered the work of dragging very lasborious  2h. a.m. division
encamped near broken hummocky ice; wind S.SE, thick weather with
snow ; after partaking of some tea, got into blanket bags by 4 A Did
not sleep, owing to novelty of situation; throughout the day the gale
continued to blow with squalls, with drift and snow The same weather
continued through the journey. At 3h. pM. aroused the cook to prepare
breakfast ; gale moderating ; heard the floe crack several times. 5h read
prayers, and breakfasted on tea and cold pemmican Received the medical
officer’s report, ¢ all well,” and a satisfactory one from each officer of the

effictency of each party ; none appear to have slept sound.

Seconp MarcH

Packed up by 6h pm, when the division proceeded in a S.W. course;
weather thick and misty, unable to see any distance. Strong SE wind;
floe deeply furrowed with hard ridges of snow, making the dragging heavy
work. At 9 h. our progress was checked by a formidable range of hum-
mocks, thickly piled together, with an accumulation of deep snow, extend-
mg from Gnffith towards Somerwville Island. After some labour 1ousing
the sledges over awkward masses of ice, and clearng projections with
pickaxes, the division cleared the hummocks by 10h pm ; the surface of ice
then became more umform, snow acquiring a greasy and sludgy tendency
from the late increase of temperature. 11h. 30 m. pitched tents for
luncheon ; found the water produced from the snow brackish.

Thursday, 17th April—12b. 45 m. am. packed the sledges, and pro-
ceeded, blowmng strong fiom S.S.E., with dark thick weather; the snow
bemng deep and of a sludgy nature, the dragging was heavy work, and
progress slow. 3h. 30 m., wind increasing, and the men being very much
fatigued, I ordered the division to encamp near some hummocks, where
some fresh snow could be procured ; very tired myself, and the men com-
plaining of fatigue, after a laborious march. At 6 h. supper; a fresh gale
set m {from S.E. with thick snow-dnift, which lasted through the day. All
slept soundly.
Tarp Marca. .

At 6 h. p.m. breakfast ; prayers; gale moderated and sky cleared ; got
a good sight of the land, * Griffith,” ¢ Lowther,” “ Somerville,” and
“ Biowne” Islands, being very distinct; N.W. extreme of Griffith bearing
N.60° E. 5 or 10 miles. Received reports from officers, « all well.” Packed;
and at 7 h. division proceeded in a S.W, course; moderate and clear; floe
more favourable for dragging, being generally level ; occasionally a small
ridge of hummocks and some deep snow checked us. At Qh. sunset,
Jupiter very distinct to the southward, near the mendian. Measured rate of
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sledge’s progress ; found it to be one and a half miles per hour. The order
of proceeding was in one line, each sledge following in wake of next ahead.
A “ spell O” was made every half hour, when the leader was changed, a
precaution to prevent the eyes being overstiamed, the leader having nothing
to relieve the glare of surrcunding floe ; two officers half a mile in advance,
to lead the way ; midmght, pitched tent for luncheon.

Friday, 18th April.—aM. wind moderate from the southward, and clear.
1h. division proceeded agam ; floe favourable, good travellng ; 3h. sun
rose clear; 4h. wind freshencd up, keen and cutting to our faces;
4h. 15m. men fatigued ; blowing strong; division encamped ; no hum-
mocks to take shelter under. Made about 11 miles this march ; men all
eager to advance, and using their best exertions; dragging is a laborious
and heavy task. 6h. supper. Directed mormng prayers to be read daily
m tents,

Fourra MarcH.

4 h. p.v. turned out; read portion of the service appropriated for the
day. 6 h. breakfasted, officers and crews “all well.” Directed medical
officer to go round the tents every morning to see if any required his treat-
ment. “ Griffith,” ¢ Lowther,” and ¢ Browne” Islands visible.

7 h. division proceeded ; 1t came on to blow very strong right in our
faces, with heavy snow; shaped a S S.W. course. 10 h. obseived loom of
land to the S.S.W.; floe level and umform, with snow from 6 to 8 mnches
deep on its surface, nto which the sledges sank deeply. The scene
atound us one of pecuhar sohitude and gloom ; nothing but a snowy desert
encircled by the horizon, without a speck for the eye to rest on; human
hfe appears intrusive and unwelcome 1 such a 1egion of desolation. On
1ts clearing ¢ Lowther Island” was visible on our right. 11 h. 45 m. pitched
tents for luncheon, which consists of cold salt pork, biscuit, and half
allowance of grog ; water was to be procured as usual, by dissolving snow
or icc 1 the cooking apparatus for d¢rinking.

Saturday, 19th Aprid.—1 h. aM. proceeded in a S.S.W. course; wind in
our faces ; thick weather; floe perfectly level, not a hummock to be seen ;
a most monotonous and dreary aspect Snow on surface of ice deep;
heavy work dragging. 3 h. 45 m. availed myself of a few hummocks, and
encamped near them, for the advantage of procuring good snow for water,
which on the level snow s found brachish. Observed Cape Walker
bearng N. 6° E. by Kater’s compass (S.W. by W. true). 5 h. 30 m. sup-
per; snow falhng ; obtained the sun’s merdian altitude, which gave the
lat. 74° 24’ N.  Got sight for time at 3h. .M. Much snow fell during
the period of rest.

Frrra Marca.

6 h. p.v. breakfasted. TPiayers. Packed. Officers and crews ¢ all well.”
7 h. proceeded agam ; light wind from N.W.; cloudy; temperature mmid.
Shaped course for Cape Walker. S.E. points of Lowther Island W. by
N. 4 N. Crews cheerful and woiking well, all very anxious to reach the
land; travellng over a umfoim level floe, the formation of last season;
not a crack or hummock to be scen; snow varying from 4 to 6 inches
deep. g h. some seals were seen lying on the ice. Officers went m pur-
sutt, but on their approach the amimals escaped down their holes. Passed
the dung of a bear, and a fox track. Midnight, pitched tents for
luncheon.

Sunday, 20th Apri.—Packed mnmediately each party was ready, and
water bottles supplied. 1h. 20m. a.m. proceeded ; calm, with thick mist,
unable to see land, or an object to steer by. Sent officers a considerable
distance ahead to keep as duect a course as possible by compass. Expe-
uienced a sudden rise of temperature, thermometer stood at + 30°; not a
breath of air; men thirsty ; glad to reheve ourselves of extra wrappers;
snow sludgy, sledges sinking deep; men working merrily. Enabled to
travel longer this march, owing to mmld weather and uniform level of floe.
5 h. encamped ; thermometer fallmg again; misty weather. Supper, and
bagged by 7 p.m. The pipe enjoyed at every meal. Men full of antici-
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pated pleasutes on reaching the land, and full of hope for the missing
Expedition. Snow soft ; wolf skins saturated with moisture.

SrxtH Marca.

4h. p.m.—Turned out ; found it blowing strong, with squalls znd snow
tom the northward; after reading the service apBropriated for this
festival, breakfasted at 6h.; officers and men ¢ all well.” 6h. 40m., divi-
sion proveeded, Cape Walker, bearing N. by E.by compass, looming through
the mist; fully expecting to reach it this march. 9h., blowing strong,
wind on starboard quarter. Made sail on sledges with  floor cloths,”
which ansv.ered admirably, and relieved the men, some requirmmg but two
men to drag. Kites were used, but found useless, the speed of the
sledges slacking the line, which caused them to fall. Blowmg very
hard ; sledges scudding along looking like a fleet of junks. Snow lying
deep, walkmgz at increased speed very fatiguing. Men pushing forward
with energy. Midnight, pitched tents for luncheon. Very cold; tem-
perature falling.

Monday, 21st Apri.—1h. a.m. division proceeded agamn ; under sail, and
dragging. Snow very deep. Steering for the land, which was visible at
mtervals through the must. At 5h., finding ourselves deceived 1n the
distance from the land, the men much fatigued with their day’s exer-
tions, ordered the division to encamp ; still blowing very hard from the
noithward, with snow. Indistinct view of land, which appeared to be
high, with a bold coast. Well satisfied with the day’s work, every one
having used their utmost exertions. Men complaming of the canvas
boots, which had shrunk with the wet, caused by the heat of the foot
walking through the snow. Blew hard during the day. Temperature
falling. Cold penetrating through blanket bag; could not sleep in
consequence. )

Sevente MarcH.

r.:.—Breakfasted by 6h. 30m., the cold having prolonged the time
occupied m boiling the kettle. Read prayers. Packed sledges, and by
7h. 30m. the division proceeded for the land in a panfully cold wind
from N.W. cutting across our faces. A very brnlliant parhelia was visible
for some time, consisting of three concentric arcs, a horizontal line nter-
secting them, and a white column ascending from the horizon opposite the
sun. Distant land visible to the southward. Men frequently frostbitten
m their faces; obhged to halt for those having leather boots to change
them. Closing the land; bold chifs ntersected by deep ravines; coast
trending north-westerly and south-easterly. Proceeded to the land to
select a spot for encampment; found a very heavy range of hummocks
Imng the coast, pressed up with great force. Got wet foot i tide crack.
Midnight, planted the ““union jack ” on the beach.

Tuesday, 224 Aprd.—Heavy work to rouse the sledges over the hum-
mocks ; effected it by double manning, lightening, and clearing projections
with pickaxes. Found a sloping beach between the cliffs, and then
formed by the accumulated debris. Rather unfavourable ground for tent-
g ; very uneven, and frozen so hard we had no means of levelling it. Cold
mtense ; temperature bemng ~15°, with a severe cutting wind. Ordered
men mto their bags; all too glad to do so, when tents were pitched,
weather being impracticable for any operations at present. Ordered Lieu-
tenants Browne and Mecham to hold themselves in readiness to proceed at
6h. a.M. to search the coast; when the time arrived I deferred their de-
parture in consequence of inclement weather. Medical officer reported
Marshall, of ¢ True Blue,” severely frostbitten in the foot, depriving him
of its use, and recommending his immediate return to the ship ; severely
others suffered in the march of yesterday. It was a miserable day ; the
ntense cold, with the tent rattling about our ears in the violent gusts of
wind, prevented our repose. Temperature of tent nearly the same as
external temperature; wind penetrating the thin canvas, 6 h. read
prayers; breakfasted ; gale moderated. Despatched Lieutenant Browne
to examine the coast to southward, and Lieutenant Mecham to the north-
ward, for the same purpose. Made arrangement for sendmg * Marshall ”
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back to ship by auxihary sledge; replaced him by ¢ Armstrong,” and
supplied each sledge with its portion of provisions from auxiliary.

At 10h. M. Lieutenant Browne returned, with several of lis party
frostbitten, not having been able to proceed further than four miles n
consequence; w¥hen he rounded the high land of the cape, he found the
coast trending southerly, and an extensive low plain ; saw high to S.E. ; too
thick to trace its connexion; saw some very old traces of Esqumaux
kuts ; some “hares,” and “snow buntings.” At midnight the gale in-
creased to its former violence. Lieutenant Mecham returned ; after round-
ing a cape N.N.W. of camp, crossed a bay to a point W.S. six miles;
fiom this position he saw the coast trending W.S.\W., but unable to see
any distance, the land becoming low. No traces were seen in either direc-
tion of any one having visited the coast. Dare and Campbell, of my
sledge, who accompanied him, came in greatly fatigued, complaimng much
of the pamful cold experienced. To our great iegiet no traces could be
seen.

Wednesday, 23d April—At 2h. s~ paitook of hot soup, which all
found refreshing. Stowed closely i our bags for warmth. Obtained
some sleep.

Noon. Found the gale not abated ; thermometer ~ 18°; miserable in tent;
ran about on beach ice to get warm. After a report of a continuous coast
to the westward, I determmed upon detaching a sledge to take up the
exammation of the coast southward of Cape Walker, considerng it equally
probable that Sir John Franklm, being unsuccessful in finding a passage
to the American Continent, near the 98th mernidian, would seek for one
down the