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CHRONICLES OF THE BUILDERS.

CHAPTER I

MINES AND MINING—-GENERAL REVIEW. i

PRIMARY ATTRACTION TO IMMIGRANTS—THE MULTITUDE OF ATTENDANT
EviLs—MINING IN SPANISH AMERICA AND THE UNITED STATES—
STIMULANT T0 PROGRESS—YIELD IN EArRLY TiMes—Gorp FEVERS—
ORIGIN OF AMALGAMATION—ORDER OF UNFOLDING O¥V MINERAL
WEALTHE IN NorRTH AMERICA—KINDS AND PROCESSES oF MINING—
EXGENDERING OF THE GAMBLING SPIRIT

CovupLep with the pride of discovery and conquest,
the search for gold led hand in hand to the revelation
of the new world, and was the key note to Spanish
performance, as well as to many an Anglo-Saxon
adventure. The Englishman moved slower but more
strongly, as shown in his achievements compared
with those of the Spaniard. The ultimate triumph
of the former was due both to race and occupation,
which, on the Atlantic side, was agriculture, while in
the north the Spaniard delighted in mines. The
difference in race characteristics are visibly displayed
in mining, in the relative backwardness of Peru and
adjacent regions, as compared with the North Anier-
ican Pacific coast, which advanced in all branches at
a pace that, within a decade and a half, transforined
it into a series of flourishing states. Men of the
Latin race, judging from their past, would not in

seven centuries have made the progress achieved by

Californians in fifteen years.

The love of gold in the hearts of men is of trans-
cendent influence, above fanaticism, or any feelings of
humanity, above love of empire or patriotism, above
family bonds or honor, overshadowing all things

supernal or infernal, shriveling into insignificance far-
C. B~IV. 1 o
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2 MINES AND MINING—GENERAL REVIEW.

reaching trade and grasping fur companies, the oppo-
sition of savages or semi-barbarians, the lives of red
men, missionaries, or even rum. It here began history
anew.

The gold displayed by the natives to the crews of
Columbus transformed itself into an ignis fatuus before
the eyes of the Iberians, drawing them in hordes
across the sea, whose long dreaded darkness and pic-
tured monsters now faded before the visions of gold
and silver, pearls and precious stones beyond. From
the islands where gold was first seen, they were
drawn in swift chase for it over the continent.
Spreading from Panamd northward, and from Monte-
zuma’s realms-southward, these avaricious gold hunt-
ers met in many a fierce contest for the spoils. Dis-
satisfied with the harvest gleaned, they seized upon
the inhabitants asslaves, to seek compensation for the
disappointment, compelling them to labor in the field,
or dig in the ground for gold.

Mining among the aborigines was little understood,
even by the semi-civilized Nahuas, as shown by the
absence of iron in their manufactures; notwithstand-
ing the abundant deposits of ore. Copper was carved
out from the compact vein, and hardened with alloys
for implements. Tin was also obtained, and a little
silver, so little as to render it more costly than gold.
The latter was almost wholly gathered from alluvizl
sources, here and in Central America. Northward
even this easy method was ignored, partly because
the metal was little esteemed. Nuggets were of
course picked up occasionally, but it is doubtful
whether the ancient stories of gold mining in New
Mexico and Colorado should not be ascribed to the
early Spaniards, rather than to the aborigines. The
testimony in favor of the latter rests chiefly on the
fact that they sought other minerals, such as copper,
while in California th=y had recourse to cinnabar for
ornamental purposes.

We mizht almost imagine them as instinctively
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shrinking from the evil lurking within the precious
metals. Bitterly they had to rue the time when
finally it was uprooted, to scatter death and desolation
throughout their land. The more civilized they were,
the more they had to suffer. In Mexico and Central
Anmerica almost general enslavement resulted, under
the disguise of encomiendas and conversion, cloaked
by royalty and religion. Thousands were driven from
their homes and doomed to exhausting labors in the
mines, so severe as to quickly undermine their consti-
tutions, unused as they were to such experiences.
Hunger and the lash added their quota to the appall-
ing death record. The crown, while pretending to
great mercy in the tenor of its laws, in reality added
fo their miseries, by the exaction of heavy royalties,
and by conniving at any outrages which brought
increased returns.

In due time even the oppressors began to feel the

effects of the evil in its debasing influence, which

* overspread the entire peninsula and resulted in bring-
ing about the-debasement of Spain, from its lofty
‘presminence to a minor power, torn by dissensions,
deficient in industrial activity, and steeped in super-
stition. Mark the disturbing influence of-emigratious
by gold seekers, chosen from the flower of manhood,
and the loss in bone and sinew, and capital, to the
communities whence they came. Gold hunting loos-
. ened moral restraint, engendered vice, and led to
bloodshed, always fostering a gambling spirit with its
attendant thriftlessness and extravagance. It was
the means of consigning to desolation large districts,
including fertile river lands, by covering them with
hydraulic débris, and of polluting streams, and
obstructing navigation therein. ’

These, and other glaring evils, as bred by avarice
and its noxious train, provide certain grounds for the
wide spread fashion of condemning the exploitation of
the precious metals, and of pointing to their small
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usefulness as compared with iron or copper, with coal

cr building stone. Nevertheless, gold and silver pos-

sess their value not only as commercial mediums, and
for numerous arts and industrial branches, but are, in
fact, of greater importance than most other minerals,
aside from the above drawbacks. They open outlets
for surplus population, and give impulse to trade and
industries; they filled the northern wilderness of
Mexico with bustling camps and towns, and devel-
oped the country into a series of rich states; they
transformed the so-called deserts of the interior
United States into flourishing settlements, built up
and sustained by the workers and products of the
mines. Even that most unpromising of sections,
Nevada, was thereby exalted to statehood. Although
unsightly holes, denuded hill-sides, and uptorn river-
beds tell here and there of devastation, yet fields and
gardens have sprung into bloom through their instru-
mentality, and regions have been developed from fge-
ble colonies, into populous and prosperous provinges.

Work of such magnitude and general be pro-
claim the might, as well as usefulness, of the metals.
But for their aid California and Oregon might still
be struggling border colonies, and the vast interior
behind them, and north of central Mexico, would
have remained a comparative wilderness, without the
girdle of railways and connecting steamship lines,
which link in profitable trade and stirrirg intercourse
the eastern slope and Europe with Spanish-America,
Australia, and the Orient, marking the lLalf century
leap forward of the great republic in commercial and
political importance. Its western empire las, more-
over, become the cradle for an energetic and powerful
race, which is spreading abroad from one end of the
continent to the other, and beyond the ccean, to plant.
the seeds of Anglo-Saxon culture.

It may be argued that if left to themselves the
normal course of events would have brought about
similar results in a more natural manner, and that the
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world could well afford to wait another half century
for their accomplishment ; further, that thc? toil qnd
enterprise expended in the search for gold, if applied
to other pursnits, would have proved of greater value
to mankind as well as to the laborer. But the stern
facts remain that the condition of mundane affairs
renders the exploitation of the precious metals inevi-
table ; that, perhaps, no other incentive could have
roused the latge mass of gold-seekers to similar
efforts ; and that most of the evils alluded to apply
only to the deceptive placers, and not to the more
stable quartz-mining, which is attended by no worse
phases than are exploitations for coal or iron, employs

a superior class of workers, and sustains surrounding -

settlements in unbroken prosperity, besides contribut-
ing largely to traffic by the transportation of ore and
material, to the business of manufactures by orders
for powder and costly machinery, and of merchants
by orders for supplies. Gold mining being inevita-
ble, it is better that the labor required therefor
should be directed into channels where such great
advantages may be simultaneously achieved, as the
opening of new regions sufficiently remote not to dis-
turb too greatly the established order of older settle-
ments, yet so accessible as to offer relief to their over-
crowded centres and occupations—a relief which can
hardly afford to wait a half century, and one which
mankind will ever welcome.

Gold mining was no chance recourse. The Span-
iards have pursued the industry to some extent since
ante-Roman times, and coild improve slightly upon
the washing methods, first in the West Indies and
then in Darien, whence they rapidly extended opera-
tions southward and toward the north. Central
American deposits are not very rich, however, and in
republican times civil wars have checked their devel-
opment, so that the production has, on an average,
been less than $400,000 annually, chiefly from Hon-
duras. Of late it is improving under the stimulus of
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foreign capital and appliances.. The average yield of

. the province of Panamd in colonial days, was about

$200,000. Of far greater importance to the Isthmus
wasthe wealth, with its attendant traffic, which poured .
from the west coast of South America, especially from
Peru, where one hill alone yielded $200,000,000, ac- i
cording to La Vega, and whence shipments in the :
seventeenth century averaged $11,000,000 a year.

In Mexico the hoarded treasures of Montezuma
furnished clues that, in the fifth decade of the six- ;
teenth century, led to the discovery of the silver lodes

for which the country has been chiefly famed, and
d "started the first great furor on the North American -
continent.

Gold fevers have had their periodic visitations
since time immemorial, when Scythians mined in the
Ural, and the desert _of Obi lured the dwellers on the
(Indus; or when OpHi, the goal of Pheenician trad-
ers, paled before the splendor of Apulio. The open-
ing up of America created a_revival, but it required
the disclosures of Cortés and Pizarro to turn it into
the violent epidemic which raged for centuries, sus-
tained by fresh discoveries northward at frequent
iatervals, and by the rumors of still richer lands
beyond.

The first result in Mexico was the rapid extension -
of conquest and settlement north of the lake valley,
from San Luis Potosf and Guanajuato over Zacatecas
and Durango into Chihuahua and Sonora, with the
subjugation or expulsion of the wild tribes which
hitherto had overrun this region, and threatened the
semi-civilized realms with invasion.

The world in general received the benefit of the
invention here of the amalgamating process in gold
and silver reduction, the economic value of which °
gave so wide a scope to mining as greatly to expand
the field, and create a revival by making available
lodes hitherto regarded as too poor for development.
Excellent 1nining regulations were enacted under the

o
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supervision of a board composed of miners, with bank,
college, and tribunals, and with marked privileges.

‘Their efforts gained for them many-concessions, such

as reductions in the royalty and in the price of quick-
silver as determined by the crown monopoly, and les-
sened restrictions on general mining. .

The result was that the production increased from
$3,000,000 annually in the seventeenth century to
$10,000,000 in the following, and to $23,000,000 by

.the opening of the present century. Most of the

metal came from Guanajuato, San Luis Potosf, and
Zacatecas. The revolution interposed a check to this
development. Machinery was destroyed, many mines

filled with water, and a shiftless system crept in which -

ruined many others. Foreigners were called in, and
caused a revival, despite many early failures, and the
interruptions- arising from civil wars, the fomenting
causes being the removal of the partiality and re-
straints of colonial days. Thus it was that the pro-
duction between 1823 51 exceeded $400,000,000, of
which more than one fourth was from Zacatecas, the
states of Guanajuato and Mexico, with San Luis Po-
tos, Durango, and Jalisco also yielding largely.
Under the firm rule of later days the industry has
received a further impulse, and Chihuahua and Sonora

swelled the returns so that by 1881-2 the coinage .

rosz to more than $25,000,000. The effect of the
large silver exports from Mexico, Peru, and other
Spanish possessions on the trade and industries of the
world was most beneficial, although the prices of the
metal fell considerably.

Beyond Sonora and Chihuahua mining practically
ceased so far as Spanish exploitation was concerned,
and consequently the extension of settlement received
a check. The occapation of New Mexico and Cali-
fornia was prompted by political motives. The dis-
coveries in Arizona were not then of enough importance
to attract a sufficient number of miners to form a
defence against the fierce Apaches.
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Centuries passed, and the northwest coast, with its
vast interior, lay almost ignored until 1848, when the
discovery occurred in California which set the world
in a ferment. It was the greatest of all the gold-
fields found before that date, and the excitement was
correspondingly intense. A series of events ensued,
of vast importance, turning social and commercial
currents into new channels, with a shock that affected
almost every region of the globe.. (A migration set
in by sea and land of such volume as to bring into the
sparsely settled province within one season a popula-
tion of more than a hundred\ thousand, and lift it to
statehood without the usual period of territorial pro-
bation. _

Conditions were ripe for such a movement. The
world had become restive under the revolutionary
turmoils in Europe, and a war of conquest in North
America. The means for communication had reached

. a high degree of perfection by the addition of ocean

steamers, while the fur trade of the northwest, and
the invasion here of Anglo-Saxons, had opened other
facilities. The excitement increased, and- found so
many vent-holes that jt poured forth multitudes from
every quarter, and of every raceand color, even Malays
from the remote Pacific archipelago joining with ne-
groes and hitherto secluded celestials in the race
wherein thousands succumbed to the dangers of the
sea and deserts, or to hardship, sickness, and toil.
There were fascinations in mining life, with its inde-
pendence and unconventional intercourse with nature,
and its gilded incentives in the Lope of speedy enrich-
ment. It had the tendency, however, to promote
drinking and gambling, recklessness, the shirking of

social responsibilities, and unsettled, roaming habits. .

These tendencies became 8o conspicuous here he-
cause the field differed from the mining conditions so
long existing elsewhere. Here were p%acers, or allu-
vial mines, which were quickly exhausted as compared
with the permanent quartz lodes of Mexico, The
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small claim worked out, the digger had to move on-
ward in search of a new ground; and these immigra-
tions frequently took the form of rushes to mewly
discovered districts, some rich, others meagre or
wholly deceptive. Almost any rumor sufficed to draw
a host of credulous miners to a spot however remote,
distance indeed lending enchantment to their visions,
and unscrupulous traders or express agents many a
time taking advantage thereof to start a rush in their
own interest. Py

The mainspring of this unrest lay in the general
belief in a mother-lode, as the source from which came .
the fine gold of the river bars and banks, and this
appeared to be confirmed by the increasing coarseness
of the particles toward the head-waters. The miners
loved the marvellous, and listened eagerly to the ex-
aggerated stories told round the camp-fire, which
pointed to huge discoveries that must be made at the
fountain-head. Fired, moreover, by the spirit of
adventure, they set out upon theirsearch, some guided
by fancy or report, others content with the smaller
though surer rewards of the bars and ravines. .And
so within a year California was overrun, even to the
summit of the range, whence followed naturally the
exploration of the further slope, and onward.

The first momentous stir cutside of California oc-
curred in Australia, originally a penal colony, but
since developed by the gold discovery and other in-
fluences into a great empire. Of great importance in
this connection was the disclosure in British Colum-
bia. Aside from the efforts of miners going from,.
California, emigrants on their way thither and settlers’
in different districts elsewhere felt tempted to try the
nature of the ground. As the result, auriferous indi-
cations were found in several directions, those of
Fraser river in 1857-8 causing an excitemont so vio-
lent, though brief, as to cloud for a while even the

. glories of California. Camps were deserted, property

values fell, and the people predicted that Victoria
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would soon supplant San Francisco as the Pacific
coast metropolis. The province gained by the influx
release from its dependency on a selfish fur monopoly ;
it was placed under separate governments, provided
with roads, the avenues for further development, and
made so prominent as to be solicited to join the Cana-
dian federation, tempted with the offer of a transcon-
tinental railway, and other advantages. The first
rush of miners was premature, however, and the con-
sequent reaction stamped the gold-fields as delusive,
so that subsequent brilliant disclosures, as in Cariboo,
attracted comparatively few persons. Deposits are of
wide extent in this section, stretching from the south
border to the Arctic sea, but as a rule they are not
rich. Add to this the difficulty of access to the hy-
perborean labyrinth of mountains, through which
supplics and machinery must be conveyed, the severity
of the climate, which shortens the season, and the
scarcity of game, and the causes for the limitation of
mining enterprise are evident. Nevertheless, the
province yielded $50,000,000 in twenty years, and
gave a lesson to the world in deep placer operations,
which here received their first scientific application.
The above obstacles forbade, until recent years, the
entry of prospectors into northern Alaska.

The effect of the Fraser river fever was to call at-
tention to the intermediate region between that
strcam and California. Returning Oregonians accord-
ingly struck the pick into their own soil, and devel-
oped a number of districts, particularly east of the
range, the production of which reached $2,000,000 by
1867, though since decreased by nearly one half. The
richest portions, assigned for a time to Washington,
were segregated to form the territory of Idaho. The
placers here soon gave way to quartz-mining, the first
excitement in which occurred-in 1863. Indian wars
supervened, and the cost of traffic tended to bring
about a long period of dullness. In the beginning of
the present decade a revival set in that promises
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greatly to swell sthe aggregate yield, which in 1890
was little short of $100,000,000. |

All these revelations were surpassed by the treas-
ures of Nevada, which ranks next to California in the
total of its bullion product. Mere the predominance
of silver was first recognized after a long rejection of
the ore, in ignorance of its nature. Mining pursuits
were based on California experiences, which were for

the most part confined to gold, and in Nevada and "

most other regions gold first presented itself to the
prospector, capping to a great extent the principal
deposits of silver. Hence the long delusion. The
lowlands more recently emerged from the ocean, and
alluvial channels, all along Central America and
northward, ¢isplay gold almost exclusively. On the
plateaus, however, silver predominates, as observed
in Mexico. In California, accordingly, the Sierra
Nevada forms the border line between the two metals,
gold prevailing on the western slope and silver on the
east and beyond, into Colorado, although with occa-
sional auriferous deposits. Further north the dividing
line merges into the Rocky mountains, as exhibited
in Idaho, where gold increases in the west, yielding
somewhat to silver eastward. The same observation
applies to British Columbia, although here the silver
velns are narrow. Nevertheless, gold is more abun-
dant in Wyoming and Montana, in the latter rather
as a heavy capping, since silver is of late gaining the
ascendency.

In Nevada much expense and loss of tailings were
encountered before the problem of silver reduction

was finally solved. Few regions have been subject to-

such fluctuations as that which centered in the famous
Comstock lode, whose successive bonanzas have
yielded over $300,000,000 within twenty years, the
output during other years, and from a dozen outlying
districts, adding an equal amount. Most of the mines
were owned in San Francisco, which thus became
enriched by a lavish distribution of money, but suf-
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12 MINES AND MINING—GENERAL REVIEW.

fered from the impetus given to the gambling mania
by the establishment of stock-boards, ciiefly concerned
with the Comstock. A large proportion of the com-
munity was impoverished through assessments and
fluctuations, the latter culminating at times in disas-
trous panics, which overwhelwed banks and industrial
enterprise, and ruined many innocent people. Instance
the fever of excitement and the subsequent collapse
caused by the developments in Consolidated Virginia
and California mines, whose stock advanced from a
total valuation of $10,000,000 to $159,000,000 within a
Lricf period, and then declined within a few days to
about $50,000,000. Many stupendous enterpriscs
and novel methods attended operations in this section.

In Colorado there was the utmost difficulty in ex-
tracting the metal from the tenacious rock matrix.
Its gold period lasted only a few years, and in igno-
rance of the real wealth here existing, people were
rapidly abandoning the country. The experience of
Nevada helped to explain the nature of the ore, as
essentially silver; but it proved so refractory that
after long and costly experiments the industry threat-
ened to collapse. Recourse to Europe brought meth-
ods which solved the problem. Then a revival set in,
and the product was rapidly augmented to nearly
£30,000,000 in 1882, of which $16,000,000 was from
the Leadwille district. The first immigration to this
state followed close upon the heels of the Fraser rivcr
excitement, with similar results. The rush of treasure-
seekers was the largest, that ever swept over the con-
tinent in one season, stimulated as it was also by
industrial and political disturbances. Finding only a
small gold field there disclosed, and inexperienced in
the task of searching for others, more than half the
number turned back the same year. The remainder
achieved success for themselves and the state.

The movements to Montana followed that into
Idaho, which exterded into the former territory, and
upon the gold fever followed the silver excitement of
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1866, the yield of the two epochs, 1862-9, being over
$100,0%ﬁ)£0. The dwindling of auriferous placers
was marked by an exodus, and a decline in yield
for 1870-7\to $45,000,000. Greater stability was
imparted by those who stayed and reaped the advan-
tages of the ebguing revival.

In Wyoming a shght gold exploitation served as a
foothold to a few settlements, and her traffic was
increased by the opening up of the mines in the Black
hills in"Colorado. The success of the adjoining terri-
tories overruled the objection of the Mormon Teaders
to the search for prectous metals, as tending to
attract a gentile population, Several silver districts
were accordingly opened, which combined with rail-
ways and transit to break in upon the seclusion, and
to assist with their production of $50,000,000, in fif-
teen years, to benefit the settlements..

In New Mexico mines had becn worked to some
extent during the first Spanish occupation, and the
oppression thereby imposed upon the natives, led to
the expulsion of the taskmasters. . After\its re-con-
quest but few mines were reopened. In é%yo times
placers were found yielding as much as $250,CC0 a
year, but a check was given to extension by Indian
hostilities, and the cost of supplies. Since operations
started afresh, however, with the aid of mills and
hydraulic methods, the production augmented to
over $3,000,000 for 1884, the greater portion'coming
from three counties. .

Arizona has ever had the name of being rich in
metals, but the dreaded Apaches, until late years,

hwarted all attempts to enter the country and

develop mines. In one direction a foothold was
obtained for a time, and thus was furnished material
for fascinating tales of lost mines and golden hills.
The resolute Anglo-Saxon did penetrate at last, how-
ever, and by 1865 the region was created a territory
of the United States. The lever of progress proved
to be the Tombstone bonanza, which, in seven years,
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produced $30,000,000, or about half of the total for
the territory. Other rich developments are reported,

and the mining prospects here rank with the foremost
of Pacific fields.

Colorado leads in silver production, and, indeed,
surpasses of late all the states in the amount of bul-
lion, California standing third, although unapproached
in the yield of gold. Montana ranks second, with a
total output in 1890 of $21,000,000, against $25,000-
000 for Colorado and $12,000,000 for California.

In gold mining the varied form of the metal is
remarkable, in flour, flakes, threads, grains, and the
like, some confined to particular localities, as is its
dissemination in benches, bluffs, and hills deposited in
successive and remote stages of the river currents, or
lifted by convulsions of nature. The most peculiar
sources are the ancient river-beds, notably in Califor-
nia and British Columbia, that once ran parallel to
the present streams, and have been covered by the
wash from the mountain slopes, at times to the depth
of several hundred feet. Such deposits are reached
by shafts and tunnels. A singular demonstration of
the changes overtaking these beds is presented by the
Table mountain of San Joaquin valley, which consists
of the lava once pouring into such an ancient river
bed. The banks for miles around were gradually
worn away by the ejected waters, leaving the lava
isolated and raised above the valley. Among the
débris washed upon the former valley surface is
gravel, massed in deep and wide banks, or more or
less broken deposits. They are impregnated with
gold, in sufficient quantity to make hydraulic mining
very remunerative. The injury inflicted on river
navigation and on farming lands bordering on streams
conveying the muddy mining water, has of late
brought a legal check upon such operations in some
quarters.

In almost every territory are spots which challenge
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comparison for extreme richness, such as Wood creek
in California, parts of Cariboo in British Columbia,
and notably the chloride deposits in Nevada, Colo-
rado, and other quarters. Some of these have
yielded $40,000 per ton for large quantities, and even
$160,000 perton, selling in the crude state, as cxca-
vated, for $4 per ounce. Nuggets, although numer-
ous enough, have rarely been of such a size as to
enrich the finder, or become a special object of search.
Silver has presented itself in this isolated form in
many directions, notably Arizona, and even in British
Columbia. The washed gold varies in quality with
such regularity that its source can generally be deter-
mined by experts. Thus in California the Kern river
metal ranged as low as 60 per cent. in fineness, while
that from Butte county came within one per cent of
absolute purity. And so in Colorado, where some
qualities sold for $12 per ounce, while others realized
t.venty dollars. : ‘

In hydraulic washing we behold the perfection of
economic alluvial mining. Step by step the ingenious
Yankee overcame the successive obstacles presented
to him in California, the pan and recker giving place
to the tom, and the tom to the sluice, while the lat-
ter was supplemented with the pipe, which takes the
place of excavator and truck, and reduces the cost of
washing a cubic yard of dirt from several dollars to a
fraction of a cent.

The result was a revolution in mining, greatly
enlarging the field and reviving the industry in dif-
ferent parts of the world, wherever permitted by law.
Herein is on€ of the appliances of universal benefit
invented by Californians.

An immense reduction has been secured also in
quartz mining, which first began, north of Mexico, at
Grass Valley, California. So crude were the earlier
metLods that even rich ores failed to pay expenses,
and for years much metal was lost in the tailings.
Many districts were abandoned as worthless, as was

Sy
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the case also in Colorado and other parts, owing to
the refractory nature of the ore, which called for dif-
ferent treatmrent from that applicable to- ordinary
quartz. Indeed, processes varied with every change
in the ore, each superintendent of a mine claiming
some secret specialty. On the Comstock a departure
was early made from dry to wet crushing, with ten-fold
gain. The perseverance of certain experimenters
overcame one obstacle after another, suspended opera-
tions were reSumed, and the field rapidly enlarged.
The Comstock in particular, became conspicuous for
the magnitude of its operations, with huge pumping
and hoisting machinery and immense mills and novel
reduction works, to which we may add its system of
crib-timbering, suggested by the unparalleled width
of its ore bodies, and proving a boon to mining in
general. The appreciation of these ideas is shown in
the large orders for mining machinery received at
San Francisco, even from abroad, notwithstanding its
greater cost. Mexico is fast renewing the exploita-
tion of abandoned districts, with the aid of such
methods and appliances. A lesson has also been
given in the construction of the Sutro tunnel, a stu-
pendous enterprise for the drainage and cheap con-
veyance of ore from the Comstock lode, which per-
mits the profitable reduction of an immense low-grade
body hitherto passed over.

With the decline of surface placers and the increase

of machinery for the successful working of deeper
ground, and of poorer deposits, the individual myner
has been largely obliged to retire in favor of cqopera-
tive bodies or corporations, or else to engage.as a
wage laborer. Such expensive preliminary work as

ditch construction, for bringing water to placers and

mines, formed an intermediate step toward the change
in placing miners under tribute. The concentration
of efforts for the control of large undertakings has
been beneficial in so far as to give to the industry a
more stable and scientific development, of more last-
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ine value to the settlements depending upon it, with
a :g"reater benefit to manufactures and commerce, in
preparing machinery and- conveying ore; it has, also,
served to diminish the roamirng tendency, with its
attendant train of ills.

A deplorable feature connected with the progress
of mining has been to foster the spirit of gambling in
general, to the impoverishment and demoralization of
large masses of the community. Here has also been
a shameless system of manipulation among mine own-
ers and stock brokers, some ‘bearing’ the market

“with false insinuations against the guality or manage-
ment of the mine, o create a panic for their own
benefit ; others ‘bulling’ it with glittering reports in
order to induce credulous buyers to take worthless -
shares off their hands. Assessments are levied in
addition to support a useless staff of officials, or to
purchase needless machinery in the contracts for
which managers are interested ; or such exactions are
imposed to ‘freeze out’ poor stockholders from a
promising concern. Where mines are productive the
profits are mostly absorbed in extravagant expenses
for work appliances and litigation, the larger propor-
tion of which falls into the pockets of the manipula-
tors, who control mills or make arrangement with
manufacturers, lawyers, and others. Non-resident
owners carry away another proportion.

California has also obtained recognition for its
reforms and amplification of mining laws, or rather for
the framing of a new code cast in practical moulds by
men of high common sense and varied experience, and
freed from the incubus of time-honored and useless
regulations, to become an example for new and reviv-
ing regions.

California has been a foster-mother in many ways,
to regions even beyond the Pacific, and not least so in
sending forth the miners reared under her wing, to

impart her experience by practical example.
C. D.—iV. 2
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To this mission they have been driven partly by
lowing reports, and visions of a mother lode, partly
y diminished profits in the original field. As early

as 1852 the average earnings of miners in California
had fallen to two dollars a day, under the large influx
of participants.and the lessened value of the placers.
In British Columbia the average reached latterly
barely more than one dollar. Deducting from these
sums the better returns of the more fortunate, the
scantiest means for subsistence was alone left to the
majority. Yet a large proportion continued to strug-
gle along, buoyed by the hope of stumbling upon a

T1Ze. !

F In their search for new fields and larger gains, they
became unwittingly pioneers of civilization, opening
new regions not alone to miners with the attendant
trade and traffic, but to other industrial classes, so
that upon the decline of mining, agriculture and man-
ufactures have taken its place, or grown up apace to
provide a sound basis for progress. This is strikingly
illustrated in California, where mining, though still
productive, has been eclipsed by the culture of cereals
and fruit. The interior states are more limited in
their outlet for agricultural products, and in their
facilities for manufacture, and there mining will longer
maintain the ascendancy. The mining era, indeed,
has almost an endless prospect, so far as hydraulic
and quartz mining are concerned, which, under the
constantly cheapening processes of extraction, are
increasing rather than diminishing in extent and
importance.

The more useful metals are found throughout all
this region in abundance, and will provide, in due
time, a frame-work for growing manufactures, which
are so far in their incipiency, and depend largely on
imported raw materials. Ergland still demonstrates
that the most solid foundation for industrial develop-
ment lies in the possession of iron and “coal; but
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England has the advantage of cheap labor and ready
accessibility for traffic, in raw and finished material,
together with tributary colonies which assure a large

and permanent market. These facilities are lacking -

in the Pacific domain, though they possess abundant
resources. We are hampered here, moreover, by
iniquitous railway manipulation, which, by unjust
discrimination and monopolization, crush to death
many otherwise valuable manufacturing and mining
developments. ’

The dividing line between gold and silver deposits
in California marks also, in a measure, the line
between other groups. Thus quieksilver, coal, sul-
phur, and other substances are confined to the west
range of the great valley, while the eastern branch-of
the Coast range, here known as the Sierra Nevada,

countains the precious metals and certain other mate--

rials. Elsewhere the distinction is less pronounced.
In the Rocky mountains the minerals are closely
intermingled, but north of the Columbia coal beds,
occasional iron deposits, with other metals, fringe the
ocean shore, forming outcroppings from the Coast
range, which here approaches the sea.

Iron exists in almost every state from the Isthmus
to the Arctic ocean, in some sections in great abun-
dance. Several territories, like Idaho, Montana, and
Durango, boast of special iron mountains. That of
Idaho contains the metal in so pure a form as to per-
mit it to be cast into dies for stamp-mills. The abo-
rigines failed to solve the mystery of its production,
and the Spaniards gave little encouragement to its
exploitation, even where presented in so ready a form
as the iron mountain. In republican times more de-
termined efforts were made. Development in the
United States has been retarded as above mentioned,
and restricted to a few regions with little more than
a local demand. Thus the deposits of Nevada are
utterly overshadowed by those of Utah and Wyoming.
yet these are respectively obstructed by the scarcity
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of good coal and the refractory nature of the ore, so
as'to limit the exploitation. None of these difficulties
interfere with the abyndant and excellent deposits of
Colorado, provided as it also is with good coking 'coal,
and the industry has consequently attained ‘a promis-
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s Copper is likewise widely distributed, and present-
. ing itself in conspicuous and compact masses, it was
mined by wild as well as semi-civilized Indians, from
Alaska and Lake Superior southward, and hardened
# with alloys to answer the purposes of iron, to them an
unknown metal. Intent on other wealth, the Span-
iards hardly improved upon these efforts, confining
S themselves to a few rich ore bodies, as in New Mex-
£ ico. The latter have, together with others in Arizona,
e been energetically taken in hand since 1855 by a more
enterprising people, and made to yield 35,000,000 o
o pounds during the following thirty years. Some work :
5 has also been done in Nevada, Colorado, and Utah,
the last having sent from its northwest fields a thou- ;
H . sand tons between 1870-83. In Wyoming several f
\ districts have been formed, and one company alone !
5 produces five hundred tons a year. Idaho promises ﬁ'
i) soon to swell the total, and even Alaska displays lodes .
ral which have attracted investments. In California this
2= industry has undergone several vicissitudes, as indi-

cated by the rise, decline, and revival of Copperopolis,
with its special railway. 2
The copious admixture of lead with silver assures
alinost limitless supplies. The production is liberal in ;
different quarters, Utah, for instance, contributing
about twenty thousand tons annually since 1870, yet
the Eureka, in Nevada, and Leadville, in Colorado,
rank as the greatest lead-producing districts in North "
America. Tin exists, but is neglected, and Australia
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Y supplies most of the demand. In Nevada are deposits
£ of this metal, and also of nickel and antimony, which
=4 are worked. Mica is extracted in Utah and New
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Mezxico. - Wyoming produces plumbago, graphite,
and asbestos. .
; In salt there was a large trade in ancient Mexico 5
-+ and southward, and the Spanish crown so appreciated
: the value of the trade m this commodity as to monop-
olize the sale for a long period. In Idaho 1,500,000 2
pounds were extracted from one spring in 1880.
Similar springs in Colorado have been abandoned E
through railway importation. Nevada has reaped
benefit from her soda and borax fields.
The seismic and volcanic features of the coast show
evidence in the sulphur deposits found in every state. -
In Idaho the quality ranges as high as eighty-five per
cent in purity. In connection with it a number of
territories contain quicksilver, but rarely in remuner-
ative form. In Mexico it was long suppressed by the
crown monopoly, and when finally worked proved to
be of little value. In California, however, exists the
richest mine in the world, with several of minor im-
portance, the control of which exerts no little influence ,
over mining in general.
w Superior to all these in value is coal, the companion
of iron, and which is present to add to the wealth of™
. nearly every state. Yet California, whose traffic and
'~ indgstrial aspirations demand it most, has compara-
‘ tiv'é%y little, and obtains her supply from Washington
- territory and British Columbia, as well as from Aus--
tralia and En%land. This is also the case with Utah,
which is largely supplied from the several large mines -
of Wioming. In Colorado the fine coking coal
swelled the output to $6,000,0001in1886. Vancouver
island exports to San Francisco alone over 300,000
tons, owing to her shipping facilities and the quality
of the beds. The fault with deposits elsewhere is
partly in their inferiority, but chiefly in their narrow
seams. Petroleum is beginning to receive attention
in several quarters, and one district in California is
already deriving a considerable revenue from it.
Lime, marble, and other building material form a
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source of considerable income in several sections.
‘Even precious stones are soughtszThe chalchihuite
and other treasured varieties of ancient Mexico de-
luded the conquerors awhile before sinking Ynto
neglect. Honduras prides herself upon opals; New
Mexico yields $urquoises; Montana displays a great
number of stones, notably moss agates and amethysts;
fine crystals and pebbles are found in California and
elsewhere, and Colorado boasts of one of the few jet
mines in the world. In its southwest corner have
been found a few rare stones, sufficient to give color
to the great diamond-field swindle of a decade ago,
from which the public were saved by the opportune
report of official geologists. :
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CHAPTER II.

LIFE OF WILLIAM SHARON.

Mex oF THE NEw HESPERIAN GARDEN—ANCESTRY AND EDUCATION oOF
WiLL1aAM SHARON—STUDY OF LAW-—OPERATIONS IN SAN FrRANCISCO—-
MARRIAGE—FAMILY—DEATH OF MRS SHARON—RELATIONS wITH RaL-
STON—ON THE COMSTOCK—BANK OF CALIFORNIA—IN THE UNITED
StaTES SENATE—DEATH—FREDRRICK W. SHARON—FRANCIS G. NEW-
LANDS.

THE cause and effect of the important events of a
community form the subject-matter of history, and,
so far as such events are inspired or influenced by its
individual members, the history of such individuals
becomes an important part of and essential to the true
history of the community. As the history of a war
or of a military campaign is chronicled not by its re-
sults, but by the qualities, plans, and movements of
its leaders, so is it with the civil history of a people.
The great events of the period, and the impulses, in-
telligence, and action of the chief actors in those
events are what constitute civil history.

California and especially San Francisco have formed
no insignificant part of the history of the United States
duricg the past thirty-five years. Far removed from
the other populous and enterprising regions of the
country, California might, under other than its pecu-
liar conditions, have repeated the slower and less ro-
mantic growth and history of all new sections.

But, as the theatre of action growing out of the

marvellous production of precious metals in this and
(2)
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adjacent states and territories, and of the commercial
advantages which San Francisco possessed in relation
to the trade with the Pacific regions, the events of
those thirty-five years compose a history whose im-
portance has been felt, not alone on the scene of ac-
tion, nor limited even to the nation of which this
state and city are a part, but the uttermost limit of

" commerce and civilization have thrilled under the

electric movements of the Pacific coast and of its ac-
tive, energetic men.

The expanded financial conditions of the world, the
gigantic enterprises that have been achieved, the ac-
cumulations of private capital that have had no equal
in historic time, the increase in the.demand for and
the compensation of labor, and many of the greatest
advances in physical science owe their origin and suc-
cess to the events and to the men who have directed
the events of this hesperian garden of the continent.

To no one man exclusively%elongs the claim of this
generalship of affairs. There have been here many
and varied fields of operation, and many able and rec-
ognized leaders. Some still live and are potential
guides of practical affairs, and some have fallen, leav-
ing behind them records of achievement and victory,
and a developed campaign for others to perfect.

Among the bravest, most intelligent, and unwaver-
ing of those whose names and deeds are woven in the
warp and woof of California history, the name of
William Sharon is indelibly fixed—none more con-
spicuously, none more indispensably.

He was born January 9, 1821, at the town of Smith-
field, Jefferson county, Ohio. That state, then almost
the western verge of civilization, was distant more
than half a month’s journey from the Atlantic, though
now it is reached in less than twenty hours. Not a
line of railroad had been built in the United States.
Indiana and Illinois, which had just then been ad-
mitted into the union, were the only other western
states; and the three together had not a population
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greater than about one half the present population of
California. But it was a hardy and courageous peo-
ple, experienced in the events of border life along that
meridian line from which the savage sullenly withdrew
to the remoter west.

Pennsylvania, being the adjacent eastern state,
supplied the greater part of the early population of
Ohio. Among those who had migrated from that
region were the ancestors of Mr Sharon’s parents.
Those on the paternal side were not of quaker line-
age, as has been generally supposed, but were de-
scendants of that sturdy race of Scotch settlers in the
province of Ulster, in the north of Ireland, familiarly
termed the Scotch-Irish—a race which for character-
istics of sturdiness, integrity, and patriotic ardor
stands unrivalled in America. One William Sharon,
a well-to-do farmer from Ajyrshire, Scotland, a stern,
rigid dissenter, and a man of no mean ability, was
among the early Ulster planters. His eldest son,
James, married early in life Eleanor Finley. Like
many others of the Scotch-Irish in Ulster, they were
dissatisfied with the home of their adoption. There
were no ancestral ties which bound them in fealty
thereto, and when the invitation came from the New
World, they were not loath to leave. Although a
few settled in New England and New York, the
great majority went into Peunnsylvania, the laws of
that province granting greater privileges than any of
the other colonies. James Sharon, with his wife and
their sons, Hugh and William, located in the Cum-
berland valley, not far from the North or Blue moun-
tains, in 1737,

William Sharon, whose wife was Margaret Cham-
bers, died March 2, 1751, leaving seven children—five
daughters and two sons. The eldest daughter, Isa-
bel, married a Calhoun, and from them descended the
South Carolina nullifier, John Caldwell Calhoun.
The younger son, William, resided in what is now
Fermanagh township, Mifflin county, Pennsylvania.
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It was at his house the men of that locality met in
1776, when the company of Captain John Hamilton ;
was raised, and in which William served as ensign, 3
doing duty upon the frontiers. It was here also that :
the backwoodsmen organized themselves for defence
against the British and their Indian allies, who were
threatening the West Branch valley. ;
Hugh Sharou, the son of James and brother of
" the first-named William, settled north of the Kit- :
tatinny or Blue mountains, where he became a highly
prominent pioneer. Of his children we have only
. the record of his son Samuel. He was a patriot of
the revoliution, serving as lieutenant of a company
of associators, who were in active service in the New
Jersey campaign of 1776. He was also a justice of
the peace for many years. His wife was Sarah Rus-
sell, and to themm were born four sons and three
daughters. The eldest son, James Russell Sharon,
born in 1775, was a presbyterian minister of promi-
nence, and, for a period of almost thirty-six years,
ending with his life in 1843, was the pastor of the old
Paxtang church, one of the landmarks of Scotch-
Irish settlement in Pennsylvania. He wasa man of
eminent piety, was greatly beloved by his congrega-
tion, and was universally respected for the purity of
his- faith and the integrity of his moral character.
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The historian of this church quotes the recollections
of a friend of the devoted minister, who says: “The
tall, lank figure of Mr Sharon was one of the fixtures :

and features of Paxtang. His soft, white, delicate
‘ skin, blue eyes, dark hair, narrow chest—his soft,
21 weak, bt clear voice, hacking cough, etc., marked
hin as one short for this world. Yet he was punc-
tual in his duties, preached good, sensible sermons, at-
i tended all the christenings, marriages, and funerals.
With all odds against him, he lived his threescore
1 and ten, and at last was gathered to his fathers, ripe
: for the harvest, with eternal sunshine on his head.”

Samuel, the next brother in age to James Russell,
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marriéd Sarah Davis, a daughter of Joshua Davis.
This family were connected with the Lincolns, Mrs
Davis being a Lincoln—a cousin of President Lin-
coln’s grandfather. Robert, the third brother of
James Russell, died young. William, the youngest
brother, was a prominent personage. He was elected
to the state legislature of Pennsylvania in 1830, and
was reélected in 1831, 1832, 1833, and again in 1851.

The great-grandfather of Senator Sharon was James
Sharon, the son of William Sharon and Margaret
Chambers, the last-named William being the grand-
son of the Ayrshire, Scotland, farmer of the same
name who settled in Ulster, as before stated. James
was an elder in the presbyterian church, and was also
a revolutionary patriot. He was an active partisan,
and commanded a company of Cumberland county
associators in the campaign around Philadelphia in
September 1777. He had, among other children,
Hugh, James, and Williamn, the latter being the grand-
father of the senator. Hugh and William inherited
their father’s several tracts of land in Fermanagh
township, Mifflin county, Pennsylvania, whither he,
James Sharon, had removed upon the death of his
father. This land was sold in 1793, previous to which
time James’ son William had removed to western
Pennsylvania. Before leaving for that locality, he
married Mrs Sarah Whitaker, a daughter of George
Smiley, of the Juniata valley. They reared a family
of four souns, James, William, Smiley, and John, who
were all born in western Pennsylvania. In 1798 they
left Pennsylvania and settled in West Virginia. They
remained there several years, and about the year 1802
removed to Wells township, Jefferson county, Ohio,
near the town of Smithfield, where the parents re-
sided until their death.

William, the second son and the father of Senator
Sharon, was born in 1793. He married Susan Kirk,
who was a Quakeress of Scotch descent, an intelligent,
kind-hecarted woman, and very proud of her children.
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As she died very shortly after the birth of her last

child, her children were left at tender years in their

father’s care. Although his mother was a presbyte-

rian, he was of the universalist faith. In tempera-

ment he was grave, strong, and determined, but withal

of a kindly disposition. " He was affectionate in his

family relations, and’exceedingly fond of his mother,

of whom he delighted to speak at all times. He was

politic and shrewd in his business transactions, and in

the later years of his life, by industry and frugality,

amassed quite a competency. From 1817 to 1844 he

conducted a tannery, after which he devoted hiwself
to farming. His great integrity and firmness of pur-
pose earned for him the esteem of his neighbors and

associates. For twenty years he was justice of the
peace of Smithfield township, and from 1865 to the
time of his death, in 1875, having reached the ripe old’
age of eighty-three years, he was a director of the First
National bank of Smithfield. Seven children were the
issue of his marriage with Susan Kirk, four sons, John,
William, Lewis, and Smiley, and three daughters,
Mary Anun, Sarah, and Susan.

William Sharon, the son, was about twelve years
old when his mother died, and in Ohio, between or-
ganized and unorganized humanity, was the field of
development of the acuteness and strong will in the
early years of the youth whose destiny was to achieve
his triumph and find his last resting-place at the very
ultimate western limit of that terra incognita upon
whose eastern boundary he had been born. Small
and slender in stature, nervous in organization and
temperament, imaginative and vivid in emotion, per-
severing and resolute in will, he possessed the very
best physical and mental qualities likely to develop
the ambitious, enterprising, and successful man. To

" a great extent, his force of character was inherited

from his father, but was broadened and developed in
after life by the nature of the pursuits and struggles
in which he was engaged.
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As a boy he was a leader among his mates, but his
individuality was too pronounced to make him very
popular. He was pugnacious, aggressive, and self-
assertive, though more in action than speech. Al-
though his boyhood’s surroundings were mainly such
as pertain to the industrial and material advancement
of a new and sparsely settled community, young
Sharon, being more fond of study than of play, found
time and opportunity to acquire a good scholarly edu-
catlon, and to train his mental powers for a wider field
than that of his frontier birthplace. He received a
common-schopl education until he was about sixteen
years of age, and then entered Athens college, in the
adjoining county of Harrison. His father, being un-
able at that time to provide him with money for his
collegiate expenses, gave him the use of a small farm
to cultivate on his own account, and from the profits
of which he was to bear the cost of his college educa-
tion. This'William tilled, working at the plough during
his spare hours. In this manner he paid his way
without other aid, and coincidently with his mental
development he ‘was acquiring a physical strength
which was marked in after life, and which carried him
safely through long periods of excitement and mental
strain. He applied himself closely to his studies at
college, was a ready debater, and fully able to. cope
with his fellow-students; but circumstances prevented
him from completing his college course. )

After leaving college he returned to Jefferson
county, and for a short time gave his.attention to
farming. But this life was distasteful to him. He
had fastened his hopes upon the legal profession, and
as a student of the law entered the office of Ed-
win M. Stanton, then a prominent member of the bar
in the town of Steubenville, and afterward secretar
of war under President Lincoln. He applied himself
diligently to this new study. He familiarized himself
with the philosophy and history of the law, and the
causes from which legal principles had from age to age
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developed into guides and rules of human conduct,
and into forms and systems of enlightened govern-
ment. He read the Pandects of Justinian and learned
the philosophy of the Roman law by making himself
familiar - with the history of the empire and of the
Latin race. In like manner he studied, as became a
student, the origin, principles, and growth of the com-
mon law of England, and the progress of English gov-
ernment. History, ancient and modern, and the writ-
ings of philosophers and poets, were his delight. In
due time he was admitted to the Steubenville bar, but
his health weakened under the strain of close confine-
ment and mental action, and he was compelled to rest
from intellectual labor.

Finding a change of occupation an imperative ne-
cessity, he engaged in merchandising on the Ohio
river. As this proved to be an unprofitable venture,
and his poor health continuing, he again turned his
face to his old home on the farm, where he remained

until herecovered his bodily vigor and strength. But .

longing for an opportunity to use his abilities in the

more ambitious arena of the legal profession, he mi-’

grated to St Louis, Missouri, a city which during his
lifetime had grown from a mere trading-post to an
incorporated municipality of about 50,000 inhabitants.
He practised here for a while, but an affection of the
throat, and the lack of physical ability to endure the
demands of study and the confinements of sedentary
life, again forced him reluctantly to abandon the hope
of distinction as a jurist, gnd to engage in some other
pursuit better adapted to his organization. Had he
followed up the profession of the law, he would, with-

out doubt, have become a leader at the bar, for his

taste, inclination, and temperament were well adapted
to the profession.

His elder brother, Dr John K. Sharon, had been
for several years established as a prominent merchant
in Carrollton, Green county, Illinois. To that place he
went, and forming a partnership with his brother, he
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devoted himself energetically to commercial business
and trading. To the new sphere of action William
applied himself—as it was his natural impulse to do in
every undertaking—keenly, energetically, faithfully.
He so continued until the spring of 1849, improving
in health and experience and prospering .financially.
By this time he had accumulated a small capital,
amounting to a few thousand dollars. He possessed
the faculty of making money, although in those less
active days, and in that then sparsely settled western
country, 1t was more difficult to earn and save than it
18 now. :

About this time occurred the gold discoveries in
California, the termination of the war with Mexico,
and the cession of the golden land to the United
States. Gradually the news drifted east that the riv-
ers of the new El Dorado were teeming with gold, and
that the few Americans who had happened to be in
the country were gathering the precious metal by the

und, and accumulating fortunes with a rapidity that
rivalled the fabled stories of old.

The hearts of the young and striving men of all sec-
tions of the union thrilled with excitement and desire
to fly from the dull, plodding pursuits of ordinary in-
dustry, to reap the golden harvest which nature had
lavishly spread along the slope of the Sierra Nevada.

The press, while it chronicled the facts of the
important discoveries, cautioned the youth of the
country against the dangers of the fascination. The
perils of the journey by land or sea were stripped of
romaunce; the hardships and toil attending the manual
labor of mining were shown up in their uninviting re-,
ality; the possibility of sickness, starvation, and death,
in an unknown country and among eager and unsym-
pathetic treasure-hunters, was discussed at the domes-
tic fireside and preached in the Sunday sermon. Tt
was o! no avail. The young, the hopeful, the ambi-
tious, the energetic, threw aside all fears when such a
prize invited them.
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By thousands and tens of thousands they surged
across the continent, a moving army, whose line was
almost unbroken from the Missouri to the Sacramento
river.

:
;‘! 2 Sharon, then twenty-eight years old, was of the

STt e

ags, temperament, and ambition to feel the inspiration
of the occasion. Closing out his business in Carroll-
ton, and gathering together his accumulations, he and
his friend and fellow-townsman, J. D. Fry, joined com-
panionship, and together, about the 1st of April, 1849,
fell into the marching column.
g No general commanded that army of 30,000 men,
i no commissary provided its subsistence, no guide di-
rected its course. Every individual was his own
protector, his own master, his own servant. Severed
from all established forms of government and law,
simple and informal agreements pertaining to couve-
nience of travel and to defence against savages were
independently adopted by the fractional parts of the
moving mass. Like youthful soldiers newly enlisted
and marching to the field of battle, that army set
out upon its four months’ journey with enthusiastic
hearts, with joyous shout, and with buoyant hope of
success. A week’s travel from the outposts of organ-
ized society revealed the practical difficulties that had
: been undertaken. The great caravan was composed of
1 a thousand, perhaps many thousand, small groups of
I comrades, each group forming a mess by itself, and
depending for sustenance upon the supplies which it

‘ had provided for the journey. These supplies had to
. be borne in wagons drawn by mules, horses, or oxen,
o and as grass for the team was not to be expected at

i
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all poimts, much of the animals’ feed had likewise- to
be carried. It was with few exceptions a journey on
foot for man as well as beast. Both were unaccus-
tomed to such an undertaking, and both soon felt its
‘ - effects. Footsore and weary, the human and the
- brute travellers crept toward the setting sun. The
o latter probably suffered less than the former, since at

.
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the day’s end the tired beast had but to rest and eat,
or fast when food was wanting, while his master har-
nessed and unharnessed and tethered or fed the team,
gathered fuel and searched for water, cooked his own
food, and kept diligent watch, during his hours of
sleep, against the assaults of Indians or their theft of
his animals.

Routes along the zone of travel were unalterably
determined by the fording places on the streams, by
the locality of springs and their supply of wholesome
water, and by the pasturage to be found.

It was but a few weeks when all the natural feed
within reach bad been consumed by the advance por-
tion of the migration. The soil was ground into
powder by the thousands of hoofs and wheels that
passed over it, and rose in clouds of impalpable alka-
line dust. In such a suffocating atmosphiere, men and
cattle alike suffered from impregnation of the lungs
and tormenting thirst. The weakly ones of both grew
weaker daily. It was a test of the survival of the
fittest; one long, unceasing, daily, nightly war with
nature. When the exhausted brute was no longer
capable of keeping the slow pace of advancement, he
was loosened and left to die, and the wagon jetsoned
of so much of its load as would adapt the remainder
to the weakness of the survivors. When all had suc-
cumbed, then wagon, tools, and such provisions as could
not be carried upon the owner’s back were abandoned.
To the sick and exhausted but little help could be
given; and sympathy was almost smothered in the
‘thoughts of self-preservation and in dreams of the
inevitable. 'When the fainting soul passed away, a
shallow hole received the body, and a small mound
and a little stick or piece of a box-cover marked the
spot where a thousand hopes lay buried.

From the dangers and difficulties that aross retreat
was impossible. ~Apprehension of peril to come caused
less timidity than did the thought of retracing the

field of desolation that was behind.
C.B—-1V. 3
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Silently, almost sullenly, those columns of men
moved onward, like a glacial drift of destiny, marking
an epoch in the world’s advancement, leaving after it
a moraine of human graves, bleaching bones of cattle,
o and fragments of abandoned wagons. :

‘ Considering the slight physique of Sharon, and
the apparent inaptitude of his organization for manual

1 labor, it would have seemed a rash and almost fatal

o expedition that he had undertaken. But it is not the 2

giants in physical structure who are most enduring, or
who achieve most in contests with natural and moral

impediments. His closely knit, sinewy structure grew 3

into fibres of steel, and his strong resolution expanded

to an unflinching, unconquerable will. He was uon-

consciously gaining that discipline of body and mind 4

_ which was to make his career and name and the his- g

Tk tory of California and Nevada inseparable. :

Having prepared at Carrollton an outfit consisting
of mules, camp equipage, and provisions for the over-
land journey, Sharon “and his companion Fry took
with them three other young men as aids, and pro-

" ceeded to St Louis. At that place Sharon invested
his limited capital in general merchandise, including
a frame building fitted for immediate erection, and

: shipped the same, via New Orleans and Cape Horn,

P to San Francisco.

' From St Louis on the eastern to St Joseph on the
western boundary of Missouri was the initiatory
chapter of the expedition, a training, hardening stage,

; preparing mind and muscle for the greater efforts be-

yond. St Joseph was then the outpost of civilized

= settlement on that line of latitude. West of it lay

:’ the ocean of prairie, mountain, and desert that sepa-
rated the states of the union from the land of gold.
The voyager across that ocean was as completely
severed from the home and friends behind him as
though he were afloat upon the deep. Between him
and them no electric chord then qused The whole
earth, except the spot on which he might be standing,
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was to him as silent and uneventful as the unknown
mysteries of another planet.

Midway across this wild expanse the Rocky moun-
tain range stretched from north to south, and was

assable at but two or three known points, which had
Eeen discovered by ancient fur-trappers, or by military
exploring expeditions a few years previously sent out
as path-finders to the Pacific by the United States
government. )

The peaks of that American Alps were among the
clouds and hidden in almost perpetual snow. Its
passes were six thousand feet above the sea, and about
250 miles west of its summit was the Great Salt lake,
upon whose borders the Mormon church had estab-
lished its oligarchy, under thé- conviction that the
spot was most inaccessible to and least likely to be
invaded by the probable movements of American
emigration. .

Before leaving his home in Carrollton, Sharon had;-
by study of the overland expeditions, made himself
familiar with the practical routes of travel across the
passes of the Rocky mountains. Hence, after a few
days’ journey with the vast caravan which had made
St Joseph their point of departure, he and Fry se-
lected from their outfit a pair of good saddle-animals,
and a pair on which they packed their Decessary sup-
plies, and giving directions to their wagon party to
continue with the main body, and to meet them at
the sink of the Humboldt, on the eastern base of the
Sierra Nevada, 1,600 miles away, diverged northward
from the slowly moving dusty column, and pushed on
at faster pace to the South pass, and thence to Salt
Lake City. In about fifty days they had traversed
that 1,000 miles of distance, and without accident or
disagreeable adventure had reached the Mormon city.
Here they remained a week for rest and change of
diet, and then moved on across the alkaline plains
and by the brackish springs of Nevada, meeting their
former companions at the place of appointment, and
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with them proceeding to the Carson river, whose pure
and refreshing waters, flowing down the eastern slope
of the Sierra Nevada, were to the thirsty travellers a
benison more precious than the golden treasure held
in the grasp of the giant mountain that frowned be-
fore them.

It was the middle of July when Sharon and his
little party camped upon the border of that stream,
at a point near where is now the entrance to the .
Sutro tunnel. ,

Not a vestige of civilization or of organized human-
ity was to be seen. Here and there along the banks
were small rancherfas of the Washoe tribe of Indians,
Wwhose exclusive possession no one envied, whose right
no one disputed.

In front westward uprose from the very.camping-
spot the mountain wall which he had come 2,000
miles to scale, and whose farther slope was furrowed
with the Pactolian streams he had come to seek. To
the northwest, a spur of the main ridge, along whose
southern base the Carson flowed, pushed down east-
ward into the desert, and from its crest, about five
miles distant, a sharp high peak marked its outline
upon the sky. This is now Mount Davidson. Had
he then been told that on the nearer slope of that
high peak there would, within the succeediug twenty
years, be standing a prosperous city of twenty thou-
- sand people, lavishly sustained upon the wealth yielded
by the rocky ridge beneath their feet; that within
his lifetime a single lode would there have yielded
and added to the circulating- medium of the world
more than four hundred millions of dollars, and made

the Comstock lode a name never to be forgotten;.
" that upon and along that mountain brook on which
he was encamped there would be huge mills and min-
ing machinery, employing thousands of men, and re-
ducing daily thousands o%tons of ore brought to them
" from the shafts of that lode in long trains of cars upon
an iron tramway; and that he, now but a weary,
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hopeful immigrant, would be the moving genius of

that city’s prosperity, and of the great developments

of that lode, and the master mind that owned and

carried on those works of ore reduction, and that con-

structed and owned and operated that railroad, and %
the one chosen by that pebple to represent the state %
of Nevada in the senate of the United States—he :
would have fancied that a dream was painting its
ballucinations, or that his travel-worn body had its

counterpart in the vagaries of a wandering mind.

A few days’ rest of his party and his animals sufficed
to prepare for the last stage of the journey, the cross-
ing of the Sierra. The route taken was by the John-
son pass, and thence down the south fork of the
Anmerican river to Placerville, where they arrived in
the latter part of July. They found the banks of the
river-bed, and each ravine and gulch that emptied
into it, swarming with thousands of other argonauts
who were in Ca%ifornia at the time of the gold dis-
covery, or who had subsequently reached it by the
yuicker and less laborious route via Panam4. The
pan and the cradle rocker were the rude appliances
in use, and the product of a day’s labor ranged from
ten to a thousand dollars. "The necessaries of life
brought fabulous prices, ten times their cost in the
Atlantic states. Good order and honesty prevailed,
and all who labored were prosperous. ?l‘o every
new-comer it was a marvellous, exciting scene. To
Sharon, trained in the school of western plodding in-
dustry, and accustomed to its gradual results, it was
a revelation of possibilities to be accomplished by
human energy and ambition. He well knew that his
own physique could not endure the great muscular
labor and the incessant éxposure to-the almost tropical
heat which were unavoidabte by the successful miner.
But he learned that, in addition’to the great immigra-
tion with-which he had started across the continent,
fully fifty thousand more were on their way through
Texas, by the Isthmus, and by Cape Horn; that those

-
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by sea were, at the rate of almost a thousand a day,
reaching the Golden Gate, and that the little hide
and tallow trading-post of Yerba Buena had in three
months’ time become a seaport of twenty thousand
people, who were actively busy laying the foundation
of a commercial emporium, end of future metropolitan
importance. His intelligent prescience foresaw that
the wealth which hard labor in the mines was, creat-
ing must of necessity stimulate a much larger future
immigration, and build up at the only good port on
the Pacific one of the great cities of the continent.
San Francisco was therefore the field for his effort
and for his ambition.

Actuated by these reflections, he pushed on without
delay to Sacramento, and arrived there in August
1849. It contained at that time about five thousand
inhabitants, and was the distributing point to all the
then known mining placers. It was a town of canvas
and tents, lumber for building purposes costing about
six hundred dollars per thousand feet, and obtainable
only in very limited quantity.

Population was pouring in in a ceaseless stream by
‘day and by night, and the streets were alive with
groups of men and trains of pack-mules fitting out ex-
peditions to the mines. The American fever of real
estate speculation had broken out, and lots conve-
niently situated for business were increasing in value
at the rate of a hundred per cent a month.

Sharon and- Fry quickly sold at good prices their
overland animals and outfit, and with the proceeds
purchased a lot upon which they constructed a tent
ho'}se for residence 'and blginess.H

he goods shipped via Cape Horn having reached
San Francisco, pb?l?&rommase his first vis%: to this
city to receive and dispose of them. He returned
temporarily to Sacramento with a stock of merchan-
dise suited to the local demand, and for a few months
carried on an active, prosperous business in mer-
chandising and real estate operations. The floods of
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winter and the unprotected situation of Sacramento
determined him to establish himself without further
delay in San Francisco, and to devote his means and
abilities to real estate operations there.

San Francisco then was all comprised within the
north half of Yerba Buena cove, to wit, from Tele-
graph hill on the north to California street on the
south, and extending westward from the beach at
Montgomery aund Sansome streets up the sloping
ground as far as Powell street. At California street,
and far to the southward, long, high ridges of sand
hills, covered with scrub-oak and manzanita, stretched
at right angles to and across the projected lines of
Dupont, Kearny, Montgomery, and Sansome streets,
and terminated at the beach on the bay. Market
street, where the Palace and Grand hotels are now
standing, was the most southerly of those ridges, and
beyond 1t was the narrow, feverish swale, which under
some inspiration of irony had been designated Happy
valley. The Plaza, as it was then called—now
known as Portsmouth square—was the centre of the
populous part of the city, and upon it stood the old
adobe Mexican custom-house, which was being used
in alike service by Colonel Collier, collector of customs
under the United States. A few relics of the former
residents under.Mexican rule, counsisting of about a
dozen adobe dwellings, were standing upon Montgom-
ery, Washington, and Dupont streets. In every
‘direction within the limits above mentioned, an im-
provised town, built of every conceivable and avail-
able material —of boards brought from Boston and
New York, of deck-cabins from the ships that brought
the boards, of brush-wood cut from the adjacent hills,
of canvas sails and tarpaulins stretched upon skeleton
frame-work, and of tents of all shapes and sizes—fur-
nished shelter and business couveniences for about
twenty thousand busy, thriving people. Two hun-
dred vessels lay at anchor along and within the line
ofwhat is now the water-front, and a few had been
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40 MINES—NEVADA.

run inland and sunk close to the beach, where they
were doing service as lodging-houses or for storage of
merchandise.

A form of municipal government, patterned after
the Mexican system, inﬁuding the offices of prefect,
acalde, justice of the peace, town council, and sur-
veyor, had been organized, and exercised authority
over public affairs. The demand for lots upon which

to erect habitations, as well as the universal desire to .

acquire ownership of real estate that gave promise of
great future advancement in value, led to the exten-
sion of the surveyed limits of the town, by the projec-
tion on paper of the existing streets and the sale at
auction of the lots mapped out.

Sharon, for the first time in his life, found himself
upon a field of action to which his nervous, energetic
temperament was well adapted. Here was a commu-
nity, ninety-five per cent of whom were young men
in the very prime of life, who had cut adrift from the
fogyism and extreme conservatism of the careful wise-
heads of home, and burning their bridges behind
them, had brought hither brawn and brain, and the
will and courage to put them to good service. It
was a pictur‘;:f:%vital force, unalloyed with weakness,
unfettered with the shackles of poverty. The weak
had remained behind or had died by the way.
Strength and activity were the twin founders of the
new city.

Sharon was an acute observer, quick in judgment

. and prompt in action. He was impressed by the

manifest energy and power that were exhibited in
every direction. He declared his conviction of the
future greatness of California, not alone as a mining,
but also as an agricultural state. He prophesied that,
within the lifetime of many of those then here, San
Francisco would become one of the most important
manufacturing and commercial cities of the world, and
would number its population at a million, and that be-
fore many years a railroad would span the continent.
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He at once opened an office and entered actively
into real estate operations, buying property judi-
ciously, and always selling when he could realize a
good profit. In 1850 he began to speculate in this
business in partnership with Beverly Miller. In 1851
he became associated with Henry S. Fitch in the auc-
tion and real estate business, their copartnership con-
tinuing for about a year. After that Mr Sharon
carried on his operations alone. He soon became one
of the largest and most daring operators, and about
1862, when he began speculating in mining stocks, he
had accumulated a fortune of $150,000. He erected
the first building at North Beach, where it was
thought the chief shipping interests of San Francisco
would be concentrated. -

California having in November 1849 adopted a
state constitution and elected officers of state govern-
ment, and the state legislature having established a
charter for the city of San Francisco, under which a
mayor and legislative body were to be chosen by the
people in 1850, Sharon, who had become influential
in the community, and had taken prominent part in
all its public affairs, was elected a member of the city
council, and there performed his first official duties.
He was not nominated by either one of the old par-
ties, and made no effort to secure the office, but was
placed on the independent ticket by friends, and
elected by an overwhelming majority. ' -

He was one of the ablest members of the . city
council, upon which body rested the labor and re-
sponsibility of organizing and putting into practical
operation all the departments of the new municipal
government. The work was of an arduous nature,
and required the skill and judgment of a superior
mind. Sharon was well fitted for the task. He dis-
tinguished himself by exhibiting a clear insight into
the needs of the new city government, and maintained
such a high ideal of the rights of the community that
he was urged to stand for reélection, but his business
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affairs pressed so heavily upon his attention that he
declined to permit his name to be again put before

the people. .

Hfi):c:)perations in real estate had drawn his atten-
tion to the fact that the source of titles to property
was uncertain, and liable to lead to confusion, dispute,
and possibly to serious trouble. It was uncertain
whether San Francisco was, by right and title de-
rived from the Mexican government, vested with
ownership of lands, or whether under general laws of
the United States she had the right to a specified
area, or whether, by reason of the fact that California
had not been admitted into the union, all the muni-
cipal area was public land, to which the peaceable
possessor might have paramount right. More than
a thousand grants of lots had been made by local
officials, and even between them disputes of authority
to grant were rife. :

As a means of gaining light upon the subject,
Sharon prepared and secured the passage of an ordi-

nance appointing a cominission to ascertain what’

lands and property belonged to the city, to examine
the archives of the former authorities and all other
available records and laws relating to land titles, and
to report to the council of the city the result of such
investigation, with a history and synopsis of . all
grants of lots within the city limits, whether made
by Mexican or American officials. After several
months’ investigation the commission made a full
and valuable report. This was the first official pro-
ceeding relating to that subject, and the data thus
obtained have been the basis of the subsequent legis-

lative and judicial determination of San Francisco °

titles.

Sharon was of that class of intelligent Califor-
nians who, although drawn hither by the common
desire to accumulate wealth, appreciated the impor-
tance and advantage of systematic government, of
good order, and of judicious public policy. Hence he
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became not only active in general affairs, but influen-
tial as well. It was through the aid of such men
that the machinery of political organization through-
out the state and city was so speedily constructed and
so admirably set in motion. It was through such
influence that a hundred thousand immigrants, each
his own commander, and each stimulated by the most
exciting of a]l human purposes and expectations, the
rapid acquisition of wealth, had like a myriad of ants
poured into this almost uninhabited wilderness, where
there were neither established industries, nor roads,
bridges, boats, machinery, lymber, farms, fences, nor
habitations, excepting a few widely scattered adobe
huts on ranchos near the borders of the sea, and had
like magic and without confusion transformed the
scene into a pictiire of every enterprise and improve-
ment of modern civilization, created order out of
chaos, and made nature subservient to art and indus-
try, and organized government founded on established
forms of law.

The millions of dollars which from the mountain
placers flowed monthly into San Francisco widened
its commercial and mechanical industries, stimulated
its growth and improvement, and rapidly advanced the
value of real estate.

But there were temptations and pitfalls as well as
prosperity here. Gambling and dissipations of every
sort kept pace with increasing abundance of gold,
and many whom fortune favored with unaccustomed
abundance wasted their harvest as fast-as it was
reaped. ' '

Sharon was not of these. He was by nature, early
education, and experience an enterprising, prudent,
resolute man. He had come hither without habits of
dissipation, and free from those vices which undermine -
the weak when prosperous: He confined his business
to operations in real estate, and made money steadily. -
Within two years the population of San Francisco
had inc to 40,000, and the conveniences and
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comforts, even the luxuries, of life had become part of
the social system. Those newly arriving came almost
exclusively by the steamers which, on the Atlantic
and Pacific, made semi-monthly trips to the isthmus
of Panami.

The immigration lost its exclusively masculine char-
acter. Young wives came with their husbands, and
middle-aged fathers and methers brought their chil-
dren.

Among the families who had thus come to stay
was Mr Murphy, with his wife and step-daughter,

Maria Malloy, a native of Quebec, Canada, and daugh- -

ter of a noted ship captain. She was less than twenty
years of age, of medium height, of graceful form, and
expressive features, of gentle nature and refined man-
ners.

Sharon formed an attachment for her, and in 1852
they married. She died in 1875, after having borne
to her husband five children, of whom but two survive,
Frederick W., aged thirty, a graduate of Harvard col-
lege, who~was by him made one of the trustees of his
vast estate/and Florence E., who in 1880 bécame the
wife of Sif Thomas Hesketh, an English baronet.

Another daughter, Clara A., now deceased, was
on November 20, 1874, married to Francis G. New-
lands, then a rising young lawyer, later one of the
most successful and distinguished members of the San
Francisco bar. Mrs Newlands died in 1880, leaving

three children.

For eight years after his marriage the prosperity
of Sharon kept pace with the growth and prosperity

of California, so that when he had been a resident of

ten years he had realized a moderate fortune.

During that decade another young man, with whom
Sharon’s future career and fortunes were to be inti-
mately associated, had come to San Francisco, and had
established and ‘prosperously conducted one of its early
and most successful banking institutions, William C.
Ralston; he had met and married the niece and ward
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WILLIAM SHARON. 48

of Sharon’s friend and overland companion, Colonel
Fry. :
'iy‘hrough that connection Sharon and Ralston grew
into close social relations, and became much attached
to each other. They were, in disposition, tempera-
ment, and mental powers, suited to, companionship
and harmony, though they were in many respects
totally unlike. Both had keen perceptive faculties,
were good judges of men and character, wilful and
ambitious, yet kind-hearted and generous, ardent in
feeling, and steadfast alike in friendship and in hate.

But though both were bold and self-reliant in oper-
ation, Sharon planned and deliberated in advance,
while Ralston relied upon his intuition, impetuously
made his moves, deliberating afterward. Ralston
was impatient, Sharon persistent. Both prized the
adiiration of the public, Sharon finding satisfaction in
his reputation for ability, Ralston in popular belief of
hisinvincibility. Ralston took pride in doing brilliant
and what were deemed to be impossible achievements,
Sharon in accomplishing results which flowed & priori
from his plans and operations. Yet though methodi-
cal, he had much sentiment and poetic feeling. Each
had great confidence in and admiration for the other,
but no business association had then existed between
them, the one having confined himself strictly to
banking, the other to real estate operations.

At the end of the decade referred to, California
then having a population of about 300,000, the mines
began to diminish in their aggregate production,
which up to that time had been about sixty millions
of dollars per annum. Many of the rich placers had
been exhausted, and restless and unsuccessful miners
were wandering across” the Sierras, prospecting in
search of new discoveries.

Early in 1859 a small party of such prospectors,
who had been working placers on the eastern slope of
the Sierra Nevada range, among whom was Henry
. Comstock, passed along the spur on which Mt David-
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son stands, at whose base Mr Sharon had camped
upon the Carson river in his overland journey to
California. That party made the discovery of the
rich surface ore of the Ophir mine, although for
several years prior to that time a little placer gold
working had geen carried on by a few miners at the
mouth of Gold cafion and Six Mile cafion, near the
Carson river. The results of that discovery created
in California, and especially in San Francisco, an ex-
citement similar to the enthusiasm which had been
aroused in the eastern states by the gold discoveries
in-the days of 49. The ore was vein material, not

placer, and yielded gold and silver to the amount of
" bundreds and in some instances thousands of dollars
per ton. .

A rush of claim locators, miners, and hotel and
store keepers followed the discovery, the Comstock
lode was staked off and located into numerous claims,
aggregatin% nearly five miles in length, and the town
subsequently known as Virginia City was laid out at
its northern end. Steam-hoisting machinery and re-

duction-works being indispensable, and large capital .
being required in the mining operations of the lode,

corporate organizations were formed in San Francisco,
to which the mining claims were sold or exchanged
for shares of stock, and systematic mining of the lode
was begun. Large dividends were earned and paid,
the shares correspondingly advanced in value, became
favorite securities for investment of money,and were
daily bought and sold through private individual ne-
.gotiations in the San Francisco open market. The
‘impression and belief prevailed that the rich ore

bodies would be inexhaustible, and the press teemed *

with arguments and illustrations in support of that
belief, and based upon the history of other great silver
lodes of Mexico and South America which had in
earlier times produced thousands of millions of dol-
lars.

For three years the results seemed to justify the
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belief and to convert hope and faith into conviction.
Fortunes were rapidly accumulated, and regular
monthly incones, measured by thousands of dollars,
were received by many on whom fortune had never
before smiled.

The most conservative of enterprising and ambitious
men were infected with the allurement. All shared
in the prevailing excitement. Sharon, whose fortune
had been acquired by operations in real estate, which
were speculative in their character, and based upon a
judgment of values increasing with the growth of
population, ‘was not insensible to the inducements

offered by the Comstock shares. Influenced by this = °

acquired speculative habit, and by the seeming and
generally believed probability of permanence of the
ore bodies of the Comstock, he left the path of opera-
tions in which he had always been successful, and en-
tered upon the one in which he had no experience, and
which in every age and country had led its votaries to
fortune or to ruin.

It was the first and only great business mistake of
his lifer His little fortune dwindled away much more
rapidly than it-had been acquired. .

~ The expenses of mining, which in Nevada were
enormous, increased with depth of work, the ore be-
came less tractable and less profitable to reduce by
the imperfect machinery and processes in use, divi-
dends became smaller, and the value of shares de-
creased. ~Still speculation and hope of improvement
stimulated the- public. Transactions in shares b
purchase and sale, and as collateral for loans, had be-
come so extensive that it was found desirable to
establish a stock board, where, under an organized
system, the business could be carried on and a market
value ascertained and realized.

Accordingly, on the 11th of September, 1862, the
San Fraucisco Stock and Exchange Board was or-
ganized, consisting of fifty members. The Comstock
shares were formally listed, and thenceforth were
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there daily bought and sold. *The facilities thus
afforded for operations increaséd the speculative char-
acter of the business, gave opportunities for combina-
tions and stock- Jobbmg manipulations, and resulted in
great fluctuations of market values.

Before the end of that year, all but a few thousands

. of' Mir: Sharon’s accumulations had melted away, and

he found himself but little richer, except in expe-
rience, than when he had first established himself in
San Francisco.

The early bongnzas sf the Comstock became worked
out, the stock e various mining companies were
almost valueless, the mills were idle for want of ore,
the expense of prospecting and dead work at the
depth of five hundred feet was enormous, the possible
results were doubtful, the population of Virginia
City was diminishing, and it seemed as though the
Comstock had, like a brilliant meteor, blazed and.dis-
appeared.

Nearly all of the Comstock companies, both corpo-
rate and private, had built and then owned one or
more reduction-works or. mills. Nearly all were run
by steam, at a cost for fuel of $15, and in times of
stormy weather, even of $25 to $30 per cord.

Some were run by water power, and were on the
Carson river, thirteen miles distant from the mines.
To these ore was transported in wagons drawn by six
and twelve mules, at a cost of five to eight dollars a
ton. i

The cost of milling, when done by contract mills,
was twenty dollars and upward per ton. Timbers
for the mines and lumber cost $40 to $50 per thou-
sand feet.

Several firms at Virginia City, bought, at ruinous
rates to the mines, the bullion produced, and made
advances of money at rates of interest ranging from
three to eight per cent per month.

Early in 1864 the Bank of California, with D. O.
Mills as president and W. C. Ralston as cashier}
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been incorporated, with a capital of two million dol-
lars, afterward increased to five millions, and had
taken the business and place of the banking firm of
Donohoe, Ralston, & Co., in which firm Mr Ralston
had held the lik& position of cashier.

Neither institution had had any branch at Virginia
City, though all the important mining incorporations
kept their deposit accounts with and paid their divi-
dends through the bank in San Francisco. The bank
became the almost exclusive financial agent of the
entire business relating to the development and work-
ing of the Comstock lode and to the milling of the
ores.

At times a large part of its capital was thus tempo-
rarily employed, and the mining companies were nearly
at all times largely its debtors.

In August of that year, two of the largest private
firms dealing in bullion in Virginia City failed, owing
the Bank of California a large amount of money.

Thus, upon the exhaustion of the ore bodies, the
financial outlook assumed new importance, and even
danger to the bank. Unless other discoveries should
be made, the companies would be unable to pay their
indebtedness, and if the bank should refuse to con-
tinue its financial aid, the companies would be unable
to go on with the work of exploration.

Ralston, though nominally only cashier, was in
reality the manager and autocrat of every department
of the bank. Its officers and directors had the same
. unbounded faith in his genius and masterly. methods
that was accorded to him by public opinion, and which
he seemed to have ‘merited by his success in- making
the Bank of California the foremost financial power of
the coast. His was the leadership to which all looked

for the successful inception and conducting of every
great local enterprise. :

Sharon knew and understood the whole situation,

of the Comstock mines, and their relation to the Bank

0§;California,. Though his experience with the min-
C. B.~IV. 4
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ing shares had cost him nearly all his prior accumu-
lations, it had opened to him a field of study from
which he gathered knowledge, and from the knowl-
edge, influence and power which ultimately brought
to him fifty times the fortune he had lost. He had
visited Virginia City at the request of Ralston, and
carefully and thoroughly examined the mines and
every industry connected with them. With the aid
of the most competent mining experts he had inspected
and made himself familiar with the lode, and wher-
ever it had been mined, with its formation, its ore
bodies, and their relation to the barren portion, as well
as their relative positions to each other. He had
studied the details of the system and the cost of min-
ing and timbering, of operating hoisting-works and
other mining machinery, the sources, cost, and methods
of procuring fuel, timber, and water, the means of
transportation of ore to the mills, and the methods
and cost of ore reduction. He had given due atten-
tion to the extent and methods of general business in
the town, and- of its financial outlook and facilities.
No man on the coast, nqt even Ralston, had so clear
an understanding of the general outlook of the Com-
stock, and of the difficulties under which it was being
mined, or was better fitted to devise plans which
might be advantageous to it and likewise beneficial to
the bank.

The intimacy which existed between himself and
Ralston, and their mutual confidence in and regard
for each other, gave Sharon the opportunity and the
right to confer with Ralston, and to offer suggestions
as to the policy of the bank with reference to so im-
portant an interest as that of the Comstock. :

He urged the necessity of establishing at Virginia
City a branch of the Bank of California, which should
carry on a general banking business of deposit, dis-
count, and exchange; that by this means the parent
bank would at all times know the exact status of the
local mining operations, and of all collateral and de-
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pendent industries and enterprises. The financial
pulse of the Comstock would throb under the finger
of the bank, thus indicating its phases of debility or
plethora, and enabling the bank to give or withhold
aid upon an intelligent system. He declared his faith,
and the reasons for that fa#l, in the permanence of
the great lode, and in its development of other. bo-
nanzas. He pointed out modes of retrenchment in
cost of administering and operating the mines, and in
the reduction of ores.

He insisted that it was the right and duty of the
bank, while taking the risk attendant upon its finan-
cial relations with the mining companies, to know
every detail of their operations, and to have the
power to control them; that this could be accom-
plished only by and through the method suggested;
that if the bank would establish the branch and give
him the management of it, he would move to Virginia
City and devote five years to such service.

Ralston determined to do so. The action of the
directors of the bank was of course necessary. They
favored the project of the branch, but they did not
favor the appointment of Sharon as its manager.
They were technical in their thedries of men, and as
Sharon had but just now lost his own fortune, he was,

in their opinion, scarcely the proper person to admin-

ister the affairs and fortunes of another. Ralston
knew better. He knew that Sharon was shrewd and
intelligent, though bold and enterprising ; that his life
and business operations in San Francisco had been
characterized by great steadfastness of purpose and
careful deliberation; that his misfortune had been
the result of circumstances that no one could have
foreseen and that no one had anticipated, to wit, the
exhaustion of ore bodies on the great lode, which ail
had believed to be inexhaustible, and whose unex-
pected lessened production had affected the bank itself.

He determined that Sharon should be put in charge
of the proposed branch, and as an unanswerable argu-

i asory
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ment to the directors, he declared his readiness to be
personally responsible for Sharon’s successful admin-
istration. ' '

As was usual, the directors yielded to him, and the
project was adopted in its entirety. On the 6th of
September, 1864, the branch bank was established, and
Sharon was given its entire management. Few men
would have had the courage and self-reliance to as-
sume so great a responsibility in the face of the exist-
ing circumstances. Experience in his new field of
action soon demonstrated to him that he had under-
estimated the difficulties of the situation. The mining
work had reached the depth of what was called the
water level, where the additional expense of pumping
would have to be incurred; population was emigrat-
ing to other mining districts, and had diminished fifty
per cent; none of the mines were in bonanza, and
some. were. being.abandoned ; the old dump piles and
the remnants of ore bodies near the surface were be-
ing searched over for scraps of pay ore; the prevailing
feeling of the community was one of discouragement;
and the conviction had become fixed that Virginia
was, in miners’ parlance, ‘“a played-out camp.”

The ebbing tide was almost as swift as had been
the flood. To check the ebb was Sharon’s purpose
and his confident expectation. The directors of the

‘bank in San Francisco began to regret the organizing

of the branch, and became as despondent as were the
owners and miners of the Comstock. A dozen or
twenty mills had been turned over to the bank for
advances made, and the assets of other debtors failed
to realize a tenth of their liabilifits. Some of the di-
rectors proposed to close up the whole Virginia City:
business, abandon further effort there, realize what |
could be got for the almost valueless assets, and
charge up the deficiency to profit and loss.

Mills and Ralston visited Virginia City to look into
the state of affairs and to advise what should be done.
It was the crisis of Sharon’s influence and of the
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Comstock’s future. He listened to Mills report of the
views and half-formed determination of the directors
of the bank. Then fortified with data and statistiés,
he exhibited in figures the enormous extravagance un-
der which, in every department of administration and
of operation, the affairs of the Comstock had been
conducted while producing ore, and which extrava-
gaunce had been continued at the expeuse of the bank
after ore had failed. He demonstrated that it was
the duty and in the power of the bank, being so large
a creditor of all the mining companies, to fix and con-
trol every expenditure of administration of affairs
above ground, and to better and more economically
systematize the mining operations; and that the prac-
tical way to accomplish such reform was for the bank
to obtain from the mine-shareholders their proxies,
and elect boards of directors whose management
should be wise, just, and satisfactory. He went into

detail of numerous methods of diminishing the cost .

of prospecting, mining, and milling. He brought
into the conference the most intelligent and experi-
enced mining superintendents of the lode, and fortified
his own expressed belief in future developments by
their opinions and the reasons on which those opinions
-were based. He declared his conviction, and was
supported in it by the superintendents, that a lode so
extensive in its length and breadth, and which had
yielded so many millions in its first 500 feet in depth,
would be an anomaly in all mining experience if it
should fail to disclose greater bonanzas at greater
depth. He pointed out the benefits which would be
derived to the bank and to the whole Pacific coast if
such bonanzas should be found and should be judi-
ciously and economically worked. He urged that if
the bank were to withdraw its aid at this critical mo-
ment, the whole Comstock would be abandoned, Vir-
ginia City would be a ruin, the bank would lose every
dollar already in jeopardy, and San Francisco would
not escape its share of the financial catastrophe.

.
. N’}f
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He proposed that the bank would stand behind him
and permit him to take in hand one or two of the most
promising shafts on the lode and sink to a greater
depth, at the same time working eeonomically such
remnants of ore as had been left in the upper works,
thus diminishing the cost of the deeper explorations;
and suggested, as points favorable for such prospecting,
the Chollar shaft and one of the Gold hill group.

Mills expressed the opinion that the board of direc-
tors would not consent to take the risk. Ralston ac-
quiesced in Sharon’s views, and at once declared that
he would agree to be personally responsible for any
loss that might result to the bank by its adoption of
Sharon’s plan. The declaration was illustrative of
Ralston’s faith in Sharon, and was in conformity with
his business habits. Whatever pursuit he felt justi-
fied in recommending, he was ready to indorse and
guarantee.

Mills, who had previously had but slight personal
acquaintance with Sharon, returned to San Fraucisco
full of respect and admiration for his lucidity, his en-
ergy, and his courage, and expressed his confidence in
him by declaring that he was the right man in the
right place. Ralston, though he had always esteemed
and liked him, came back his avowed, immovable
friend.

The directors passively yielded to the will-power of
Ralston and to Mills’ favorable opinion of Sharon.
Ralston and Sharon, with the financial aid of the bank,
undertook the programme thus mapped.out for the
restoration of the Comstock and the recuperation of
the apparent losses of the bank.

The work of sinking and prospecting in the Chollar
and the Yellow Jacket mines was continued steadily
and economically; while at the same time, in all the
mines over which the bank or Ralston and Sharon
had secured control, the old ground was worked over,
and the profits of such work were used toward liqui-
dation of liabilities.
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The people of VirginiaCitygenerally had but little
confidence in ultimate beneficial results, and regarded
the new movement as the effort of a forlorn hope, giv-
ing only a spasmodic vitality to an exhausted lode.
Sharon felt keenly the responsibility of his position,
and the necessity to avoid mistakes or disaster. In
addition to the administration of the affairs of the local
bank, he looked after every detail of the mining and
milling operations, devoting all his spare time and
energy to the task which he had assumed. For more
than a year the only improvement in the situation was
in the more systematic method of work, in the dimin-
ished expenditures proceeding from judicious economy,
and in the small profits derived from ores obtained
from the old ground. Still even this much was ad-
vantageous as preparatory to greater profits from new
bonanzas, should such be discovered.

Among other explorations which he had undertaken
was the extension of a drift into the Kentuck mine
from the 230-foot level of the Crown Point, which
joined Kentuck on the south. A shaft had been pre-
viously sunk on Kentuck to the depth of 100 feet, but
had found no ore; Yellow Jacket, lying next to and
north of Kentuck from the level mentioned. So firm
was his belief in favorable results, that he and Ralston
purchased nearly all of the Kentuck ground.

Before the end of 1865 Sharon had found his first
bonanza. _ ’

The people of Virginia City no longer thought him
visionary ; the directors of the bank grew confident of
his judgment, and Ralston triumphed in his success.
The ore discovered was followed to a depth of several
hundred feet, and yielded two millions of dollars.

A controlling interest in the stock of Yellow Jacket
and Chollar was in like manner secured, and the ex-
plorations in those mines vigorously pushed. In both,
large bodies of pay ore were found, many millions of
dollars were produced, and the payment of dividends
was resumed. For several succeeding years the three
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. mines named kept alive and encouraged public faith

in the Comstock,.and stimulated exploration by other
companies at other points upon the lode. .

Before four years had expired Sharon had become
a millionaire, and was popularly styled both in Nevada
and California the king.of the Comstock. He no
longer found it necessary to persuade or to solicit ap-
proval. His opinions and his suggestions met ready
acquiescence and adoption, ,

ut with his experience and wealth he had acquired
broader and more comprehensive views with regard to
the Comstock. ¢

He believed that other rich ore bodies would con-
tinue to be found so long as the work of exploration
continued to be practicable. But he was also con-
vinced that the existing system could be beneficially
modified in many respects. Chief among these was
in the milling of the ores, and in the cost of their
transportatiofi from the mines to the mills. The lat-
ter were scattered about upon the hillsides and in the
ravines in almost every direction, and, being run by
steam, were often in the winter season compelled to
stop work for want of fuel or ore, owing to. the im-
passable condition of the roads. Transportation and
fuel were therefore important items in the cost of re-
duction. ,

To meet and overcome both the impediments, Mr
Sharon proposed to organize two corporations, one of
which shouE; purchase he Bank of California
all its mills, move thetw/to the Carson Tiver, unite
several into one, change their motive power from

. steam to water, and contract with the mining com-

panies for the milling of their ores at reduced rates;
the other to construct a railroad from the mines to
the Carson river, whereby at all times ores could be
transported at great reduction on existing rates, and
mining timbers and fuel for the hoisting-works be
brought back as return freight. B
Both propositions met with, prompt favor, and
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organizations followed to put them into action. The :

Union Mill and Mining company was incorporated, .
with a capital of $1,500,000, in 15,000 shares, owned
by Sharon, Ralston, Mills, and others, but subse-

quently all acquired by the three named. The mills 3
owned by the bank were_ purchased by the corpora- 3
tion, were moved and modified as suggested, and when A

comploted had a capacity and facilities for reduction
of 2,000 tons per day. The Virginia and Truckee
Railroad company was next incorporated, and its
entire stock became the property of Sharon, Ralston,
and Mills. These enterprises, projected by Sharon,
were so conducted by him that Ralston and Mills
were called upon for, but little pecuniary aid, and
before the year 1875 the Union Mill and Mining

' company had netted Mills. over two millions of dol-
lars, and Ralston and Sharon over four millions each.
In recognition of the public benefit to be derived from
the proposed railroad, the state of Nevada, through
the influence of Mr Sharon, granted the corporation
a liberal subsidy in money, and many of the mining
companies of the Comstock advanced to it large suins,
to be repaid in the transportation of freight.

The road was constructed and well equipped at a
cost of about $1,250,000, and-was subsequently con-
nected with the Central Pacific at Reno, at a further
cost of $1,750,000. It was a success from the begin-
ning, and notwithstanding its schedule of charges
caused a reduction of more than fifty per cent in the
freight of ores, and of twenty-five to fifty per ¢ent in
the cost of fuel, timbers, and other materials returned
to Virginia City, it yielded, and it still yields, to its’
OWDers an enormous revenue. . .

Although each of these great enterprises brought .
large profits to their owners, and greatly lessened the
cost of mining operations, it was not for those reasons
alone that Sharon rejoiced. It was because he felt
that he had-thus acquired the means to demonstrate
the correctuess of his early predictions, to wit, that
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the Comstock lode had only begun to yield its hidden
treasures. No power now stood between him and
the exercise of his own indomitable will. Hitherto,
ores that did not yield thirty dollars and upward per
ton would not justify the cost of mining, hauling, and
milling. Hence when ores of higher grade were ex-
hausted, prospecting for other deposits involved the
‘necessity of loans from the bank or assessments from
stockholders, both of which were impediments to
thorough mining and possible development. Now it
would be practicable to-work the vast bodies of low-
grade ore left in the mines, and of which there were
thousands and tens of thousands of tons, and in so
doing to possibly discover richer ores, or at least earn
something to pay the cost of deeper prospecting.

All along the Comstock more active work was re-
sumed, not alone in the mines under Sharon’s control,
but also in others that had for a long time been dor-
mant. The population of Virginia City began again
to increase, and all the local industries became more
active and prosperous. With his aid and promised
patronage companies were organized for* supplying
the mines with lumber, timbers, and fuel at reduced
rates; timber-lands in the forests of the Sierra were
secured from the United States; saw-mills were
erected; roads, tramways, and flumes were con-
structed ; and wherever an industry beneficial to the
Comstock operations could be devised or promoted,
there his influence and means were actively employed.
Through these channels of economy Mr Sharon was
enabled, after the exhaustion of the ore bodies discov-
ered by him in Kentuck, Yellow Jacket, and Chollar,

to continue the work of exploration, and to facilitate .

exploration by others.
He had become the leading influential man of Ne-

:vada in its social, industrial, and political affairs.

Awmbitious men sought his favor and support, and
solicitations were pressed upon him to allow his name

* to be chosen to represent the state in the senate of
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the United States. He declined all political honors
so long as his purpose to effect a thorough and deep
exploration of the Comstock remained unfulfilied.

He had devoted six years of untiring effort in that
direction, and had brought forth from three of its
principal mines more than twenty. millions of dollars, :
which but for those efforts might never have been -
added to the bullion of the world. Still he had not ,
achieved what he believed it was possible to achieve;
and for that reason he persevered. Others too, en-
couraged by his results, had pushed mining operations
into the depths, so that at the end of those six years
‘many of the shafts had penetrated to the depth of a
thousand, and one or two to the depth of eleven hun-
dred feet. Among the latter was the Crown Point,
under the control of Alvinza Hayward and J. P.
Jones; the group later known as the Con. Virginia,
under the management of Flood, Mackay, Fair, and

- O’Brien; and the Belcher, under his own direction
aud operation. The Crown Point was in search of a
continuation of the ore body which he had already
exhausted in the Yellow Jacket and the Kentuck.

Meanwhile in San Francisco Ralston, following
out his ambitious and generous efforts for the advance-
ment of California industries and for the-development
of his resources, had used bis personal means in aid
of many enterprises which to him had seemed legiti-
mate projects for the increase of local prosperity.

He had helped to found and had fostered the Mis-
sion and Pacific woollen mills, the Kimball Carriage
Manufacturing company, the Oakland Watch com-’
pany, and the Culp Tobacco company of Gilroy, and
bad advanced a fortune to Harpending, which was
used in the construction of the Harpending block of
stores and the Grand hotel on Market street. He
had also invested another fortune in the project of
opening New Montgomery street, and in the pur-
chase of the street-way and of the lots upon each side
of it, and- in erecting costly rows of buildings upon

{
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them. But most of these projects were not war-
ranted by existing conditions. The cost of labor and
coal was high, aud it was impossible to start manu-
facturing enterprises to compete with eastern estab-
lishments. Rar

great loss and expense, and the enormous amount of
money swallowed up by them had absorbed the profits
which Sharon had made for Ralston in Nevada.

To meet these drains for money, and to preserve
his own credit from becoming impaired, Ralston had
availed himself of his position and influence with the
bank to obtain temporary pecuniary assistance. It
followed as-a naturaf result that when the new ore

bodies opened by Sharon in the Kentuck, Yellow -

Jacket, and Chollar had become exhausted, and the
burden of indebteduness to the bank at the same mo-
ment hung over Ralston, anxiety and alarm as to the
consequences siezed both the creditor and the debtor.
Ralston turned to Sharon for some comforting hope
of other Comstock developments. He revealed to
him the peril which threatened himself and the bauk.
He informed Sharon that unless the Comstock should
come to his aid with a new bonanza he could not
liquidate his large indebtedness, and the bank would
be compelled to suspend.

Sharon bade him not despair, and reminded him of
the crisis through which the bank had safely passed in
1864. He infused into him his own faith in develop-
ments of ore certain to be found. He encouraged
him with his own hope that work then progressing
in the deep levels of Crown Point and Belcher would
not be fruitless. The profits of the railroad andr the
mills, from low-grade ores, of which there was abun-
dance, were large, and he urged Ralston to rely upon
these until the needed bonanza could be found.

Strengthened by Sharon’s courage, faith, and’

friendship, Ralston gathered his energies, and set
himself to work at recuperation. He realized what
he could from the enterprises with which he had be-

ston’s ventures were attended with
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come entangled, closing out those which were unsuc-
cessful, and withdrawing from those which could
stand without him. The danger of the financial catas-
trophe remained a secret, and a torturing one, to all
concerned, but before it reached the point of explosion
the relief came. Sharon’s expressed hope had proved
a prophecy. The Crown Point found the ore body of
which it was in search, while at the same time the
stock of the Belcher mine, which was next adjoining,
was selling in the market at only oue doillar per
share, or about ten thousand dollars for the entire
capital stock. Mr Sharon and Mr Ralston purchased
nearly the whole of it, upon thke judgment of the
former that the ore discovered in Crown Point would
extend into the Belcher ground.

Work of exploration was rapidly pushed, and in a

- few menths the greatest bonanza which the Comstock
had thus far produced was uncovered. Ralston was
himself again, and the bank argosy sailed once more
in placid waters. : e

Million upon million in a constant stream of bullion
flowed from the Carson mills into the Bank of Cali-
fornia. Nevada throbbed with excitement and re- -
sounded with activity; the population.of the two
towns of the Comstock swelled swiftly to 30,000.
In the Stock and Exchange board shares of Com-
stock mines rose in market value as though each mine
were, or soon would be, another Belcher.

Mr Mills had retired from the presidency of the
bank, and Ralston had succeeded him. The directors, -
who in 1864 had been doubtful that Sharon was the
right man to take charge of the branch bank, now in-
vited him into-the directorship of the pgrent institution.

The great product of that bonanza fell, primarily, to
Sharon and Ralston, they being the principal owners
of the Belcher stock. But the sudden acquisition by
them of so much wealth taxed and fested their ability
and ingenuity to use it wisely. ‘ Lo

Influenced by his escape from existing embarrass-

~
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ment and by the ‘great accession of his fortune, Ral-
ston entered upon a fresh career of adventure and
extravagance that dazzled the community. e built
a princely residence in San Francisco at a cost of
three hundred thousand dollars, and at Belmont, in
San Mateo county, another, which with its grounds
and furnishing cost a million. He entertained with
regal magnificence every distinguished visitor to the
state, and excursion parties that came out from the
east to behold the wonders of California. So noted
was his fame for hospitality that no one who visited the
Pacific coast felt that he had seen its wonders unless
he had been a guest at the Belmont palace. Liberal
and generous to a fault, he became the victim of im-
position by many who had no personal nor businegs
claim upon his kindness. :

He was thoroughly imbued with the idea that he
could stimulate the growth of California, and force
development of its wonderful natural resources; and
he had an umbounded ambition to be the head and
front of any undertaking to that end.

" He was willing and eager to be the Atlas on whose
shoulders might rest the state in its glory and its
growth. Illustrative of his credulity as well as of
bis generosity, he was induced through the devices of
one Arnold, and the influence of Harpending, whom
Arnold had fascinated with his deception, to invest a
Jarge amount of money, and to persuade his personal
friends ¢o do likewise, in the purchase and acquisition
of the so-called diamond-fields of Colorado.

Upon the discovery of the fraud that had been
practised wpon him, he not only philosophically
accepted the loss of his own investment, but with
magnanimity restored to all his coadjutors every
dollar they had paid. The aggregate of this loss to
him was not less than five hundred thousand dollars.

He invested not less than a million dollars in shares
of gold, silver, quicksilver, gravel, and hydraulic min-
ing companies, in steamboats and canal stock. - ..
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/

Upon the large Market street lot he conceived
the idea of erecting a hotel that should have no rival
elsewhere. Upon estimates which he had made, that
its entire cost, including the cost of the lot which he
and Sharon had purchased, should not exceed $1,750,-
000, he persuaded the latter to join him in the enter-
prise. Before the foundation of the structure had
reached the level of the street the estimated amount
bad been exhausted.

As an adjunct to the hotel, he organized and sup-
plied the money for the West Coast Furniture com-
pany, its main purpose being the manufacture of the
furniture for the great caravansary.

Sharon, though a participant in the hotel specula-
tion, had too much pride to withdraw after the com-
mencement of the undertaking. Having abundant
means of his own, and believing that Ralston was as
strongly fortified, he yielded its construction wholly
to Ralston’s administration. It was carried to com-
pletion as regardless of cost as might an Egyptian -
king have built a pyramid. Its foundation walls
were made twelve feet in thickness, and beneath its
huge central court was constructed a reservoir con-
taining 650,000 gallons of water supplied by four

- artesian wells below it. Above the basement seven
stories were built, the lowest twenty-seven and the
uppermost sixteen feet in height. It.contained a
total of 755 rooms for guests, nearly all of which
were twenty feet square, and to all of which every
modern improvement for comfort and convenience
was supplied. Thirty-one millions of brick were used
in its construction, and three thousand tons of -
iron in the bolts and rods and bands which extended
through every floor in both directions from side to
side, binding its walls to each other. Five elevators,
in addition to four broad stairways from. street
to roof, supplied tlie means of ingress and egress.
Its furnishing was appropriate to its structural mag-
nificence. When opened to public patronage it is
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said to have cost six million five hundred thousand

" dollars.

Considering Ralston’s previous experiences and
perils in financial yachting, one might suppose that
he would have avoided the shoals and reefs on which
he bad before so nearly wrecked. That he did ot
do so can only be attributed to a delusion that his
extravagance would so promote the growth and pros-
perity of the state as to create support to his enter-
prises, or was because his faith in Sharon’s Comstock
success infatuated him with the belief that fate would
send him a bonanza when he should need it.

In the midst of these extravagances occurred the
discovery of the Consolidated Virginia, the greatest
of all the bonanzas, and the top of which was struck
at about 1,200 feet from tt]e surface. This mine was
in the control of and operated by Flood, O’'Brien,
Mackay, and Fair, all men of moderate fortune at the
date of the discovery. Their work of deep exploration
had been due to, or at least mainly encouraged by,
Sharon’s successful dewelopments at depths below a
thousand feet.

Upon the opening of this bonanza and the devel-
opment of it northward through the California ground
—which was also in the control of the same four par-
ties—to the south line of the Ophir ground, Ralston,
whose supposed money power was in danger of eclipse
by the greater wealth of the new firm, was induced to
believe that the Ophir contained the richest part of
the great bonanza.

Contemporaneously, Mr Sharon, finding his health
impaired by ten years’ constant attention to multifa-
rious duties at Virginia City, and having consented
to permit his name to go before the legislature of
Nevada for the United States senatorship, was in
January of 1875 elected by that body, as senator for

_the succeeding six years. He immediately surren-

dered his acrency of the affairs of the bank at Vir-

~ ginia, and of the other business interests of which he
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had been in charge, and the brother of Ralston was
substituted in his place.

Sharon knew comparatively little of the manage-
ment or condition of the parent bank. He trusted
its conduct to Ralston, in whom he had a profound
.confidence, and for whom he felt a very sincere affec-
tion, almost down to the hour of Ralston’s tragic
death. Up to August 1875, the bank had a severe
struggle for existence, and was many times on the
verge of suspension, if not failure, but was brought
through its difficulties from time to time by the des-
perate courage and methods adopted by Ralston, and
which were wholly concealed from Sharon and most
of his associates in the bank. Indeed, so great was
his confidence in its stability and in the good man-
agement of Ralston, that early in the summer of
1875 he consented to become a purchaser of a con-
siderable quantity of its capital stock, at a premium of
$35 per share, when the stock was in fact practically
worthless, and the bank on the verge of bankruptcy.

Ralston determined, notwithstanding the loss of
Sharon’s presence on the Comstock, to secure the con-
trol of the Ophir mine and its imagined bonanza.
In fact, he now realized with dread foreboding that
another bonanza was imperatively needed to keep up
the extravagances and enterprises by which all his
means had been absorbed, and from which he could
not withdraw without disaster. Besides, he had bor-
rowed large amounts from Sharon, and had drawn
largely on the resources of the bank, and its solvency
once more depended upon his success.

Other parties entered the field of contest for the
Ophir, until its market price ran up to over three
hundred dollars per share, the capital stock consisting
of 108,000 shares. The available assets of the bank
became exhausted, Ralston could neither sell the
shares which he had purchased nor sustain their
market value, the stock broke to less. than fifty dol-

lars per share, there proved to be no bonanza in the
’ C.B—~IV. 5
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mine, and on the 25th of August, 1875, the Bank of
California, unable to pay its depositors’ checks, closed
its doors, with liabilities exceeding fifteed millions of
dollars, and with less than thirty thousand dollars of
coin on hand.

San Francisco shuddered as with the tremor of an
earthquake. The pulse of the body politic was para-
lyzed, its limbs were motionless, and a solemn silence
betokened dread of some invisible evil.

Thus the enterprises entered upon by Ralston with
the best of intentions ultimately became not only the
destroyers of his own fortune, but also the destroyers
of the-bank, and led him into a course of action which
subjected him to the danger of criminal prosecution.
But he was a man of great pride of character, strength
of will, and rare secretiveness, and had great control
over men, and for a long time he succeeded in con-
cealing the condition of the bank from the directors,
and maintained up to the very day of its failure an
appearance of absolute composure.

But when the crash came the directors ca.lled
Ralston to account. He met them, and made no con-
cealment, no excuse. He was debtor to the bank
over four millions, to Sharon two millions, and to
others about three and a half millions, a total of nine
and one half millions of dollars. His assets amounted
to about four and a quarter millions. They were
amazed, none more so than Mr Sharon. They were
excited and bewildered, but none less so than he.
They requested his resignation in writing, and with -

. the utmost composure he complied. Life to Ralston

now was nothing without the confidence and respect

.of his fellow-men, and he determined to end the strug-

gle. On the day after the closing of the bank’s doors,
and even as its directors sat in perplexed deliberation,
he calmly .walked through the side door into the
street, thence to his accustomed bathing-place at
North Beach, and in an hour was found floating upon
the water, dead.
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Pity, sympathy, and gratitude took him tenderly
and laid him gently in Lione Mountain,

The gloomy tragedy of his death has been eloquently
referred to by Francis G. Newlands, in his remarks
as attorney for the defendant in the suit of the Odd
Fellows’ Bank against the Bank of California. Said
he: “A wave of emotion swept the city, involving all
classes and conditions of life. The forces of society,
which, had this unfortunate man lived, would have
gathered themselves into a wave of indignation against
him, in the face of that sad death gathered 1nto a
wave of destruction for his enemies, and finally sank

‘into a deep and quiet swell of pity and sympathy,
securing oblivion to his faults and remembrance only
of his virtues.” : )

The stranded bank seemed hopelessly lost. Its
capital was five million dollars; the deposits amounted
to about seven millions more; all these accumulations
were involved in the failure. As the other banking
institutions in the city were in a manner allied with
the Bank of California, their suspension was certain
unless the latter was restored, and if it were not
restored the state would be in liquidation for many
years, and enterprise would be paralyzed. In this
condition of things, when all men were hopeless and
discouraged, when the business of the entire coast

"was about to sink into apathy and despair, and when
the bank, under the advice of counsel, was about to
gointo bankruptey, Sharon, accustomed to emergencies,
and quick in mental action, devised a plan for restoring
the bank. His idea was to form a syndicate which
should take all the stock of the bank at a small val-
uation, restore its capital, guarantee the depositors
against loss, and redeem and carry on the business of
the bank. He called the directors together to lay
this plan before them. . With earnest eloquence, ap-
pealing persuasion, and prophetic promise, he addressed
that disheartened body.

. “Whatever there may be in the internal adminis-
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tration of the bank to condemn,” said he, “it is not
the work of this moment to investigate or portray.
Every one present is, directly or mdlrectly allied in
interest with the Bank of California. What this bank
has been and what it has done in the service of the in-
terests of this coast, you all know. Foumded in the ear-
lier days of our ambition, it should live the lasting
monument of our sagacity, our energy, and our just
pride. A month ago such seemed to us a certainty.
To-day this bank and all its fair credit appears ingulfed
in total loss. This hour will decide whether your
opinion shall be united with mine, that it is worthy
of perpetuation, and whether the pillars of this edifice,
weakened by this heavy strain, shall totter and fall
without promise, or whether we shall give to them
our united aid and support.

“In financial affairs it will be well for us to remem-
ber that courage has its hour of trial, and victory its
sufficient joy. But submission to defeat is to invite
greater misfortune, and to multiply miseries.

“ With our fortunes let us reéstablish this bank
upon an absolutely safe foundation. Let us make up
by new subscriptions its lost capital, make its name'
and credit stronger and surer than it has ever been,
and give fresher and healthier vitality to the vast in-
terests of the people who are to-day palsied with fear
and apprehension. The power to so do is with us, as
is the duty. Shall we not be men worthy of Califor-
nia? Here I offer to you a subscription paper for
that purpose, and to it I put my name for a million
dollars. And if that do not suffice, I will risk all
I have of fortune or of life so that the bank be reés-

_ tablished.”

It was a proud moment for him, the hero and ora-
tor of that occasion, when one by one those directors,
whose combmed fortunes equalled a hundred millions, ~
gave their approval and their names to that subscrip-
tion list. Seven million eight hundred thousand dol-
lars was the sum total thus guaranteed.
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" A month sufficed to arrange the details of rehabili-
tation. On the 2d day of October, 1875, the doors of
the bank were reopened in the presence of thousands
of citizens of San Francisco, and amid the congratu-
lations of the public, and the renewed and redoubled
confidence of its patrons, whose deposits on the first
day of the reopening aggregated nearly $1,500,000.
The whole coast was saved from bankruptcy, and
to-day the Bank of California is the leading institu-
tion of its kind on the Pacific coast.

It is believed that the history of banking enter-
prises does not exhibit a parallel to the case of the
Bank of California, and the infinite credit given to all
those who participated in this rehabilitation of a com-
pletely bankrupt institution was mainly due to the
wisdom, courage, and personal.and pecuniary sacrifices
of Sharon. It would be difficult to describe the ex-
traordinary effort of mind and physique involved in
this work. During the period which followed the
closing of the bank to its recommencement of business,
he scarcely ever rested. He labored day and night
to resuscitate the bank. His vitality seemed to be
intense. He was the controlling spirit, everywhere
guiding, exhorting, and sometimes threatening. The
courage, endurance, and powers of leadership shown
by him during this emergency were remarkable, and
on the evening of the day following the reopening of
the bank, a thousand people gathered'in the brilliantly
illuminated court of the great hotel, and with. cheers
and music signified their admiration of the triumphant
man.” He responded to this ovation with a speech -
that was characteristic of his modesty, and exhibited
. his warm regard for his friend and.associate who gave
up his life as a sacrifice for the consternation he had
wrought. He said, in part:

“I should fail in a duty I owe to you if I forbore
to express the emotions and kindly sentiments which
I am proud to say this day have been awakened in
your hearts as well as in mine. This has been a great
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day for San Francisco, for California, and for the en-
tire Pacific coast. It has been a day of triumph,
which belongs to no single-handed conqueror, over
adverse circumstances. It is rather the property of
every citizen who has been faithful and hoping during
the past thirty days of financial doubt and dismay.
Yet, in the crowning hour of victory, in the presence
of the grand witness of your skill in the mechanical
arts, in this glorious temple of hospitality, amid all

this flood of light and music, I experience a sense of -

almost overpowering sadness. - I miss, as you do, the
proud and manly spirit of him who devised this mag-
nificent structure, and under whose direction and by
whose tireless energy it has mainly been reared. I
mourn, as you do, that he is not with us to enjoy this
scene of beauty, and I offer here with you the incense
of regret and affection to his memory. Peace be to
his ashes! Whatever is or.may hereafter be said of
his career, one thing is certaim, his energies were ex-
erted for the development of this city and the state,
and are the pride of his fellow-citizens.”

The task of settling the confused personal affairs
of Ralston, Whicfl was devolved upon Sharon, was
itself not an easy one.” His sudden death left his es-
tate hopelessly embarrassed. His assets were.of un-
known value, and not easy to define. \ In a sense, his
estate was liable for all the debts owed by the then
insolvent Bank of California. From the chaos of this
business Sharon also brought order. He handled the
assets with infinite address. The somplications in his

own affairs arising out of these difficulties were ncither -

few nor slight, but he emerged successfully from them
~ all, but not without sustaining a loss to himself of over

$2,000,000.

From that time Mr Sharon devoted himself wholly

to such business of the bank as demanded his atten-

tion, to his political duties in the senate of the United

States, and to the settlement of the claims against
and the realization of the assets of the estate of his
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deceased friend Ralston. Nor did he forget the
widow. For her he made in property and money a
liberal provision, which, added to the sum of $60,000
paid to her as insurance upon the life of Ralston,
placed her in position to enjoy the luxuries of life to
which she had been accustomed.

In the senate, Sharon, being a man of action
rather than of words, did not seek prominence as an
orator. He was anxious and willing, however, to take
an active part in legislation, but, as he himse.lf' ex-
plained to that body, he was prevented from doing so
by the urgent necessity of his exercising a watchful
care over his interests which were so deeply involved
in Ralston’s dealings. It is for these reasons that
the Congressional Record does mnot show that he
took much part in the discussions of the questions
which were before the senate, but what is disclosed
by it is interesting, as exhibiting his views on several
problems which are yet unsolved, and will perhaps
always remain so. His remarks with regard to
them also show that he was sincerely desirous of pro-
tecting the interests of his constituents in Nevada,
and that were he permitted to do so he would have
materially aided in settling in their favor the ques-
tions in which they were concerned.

As his term in the senate was about drawing to a
close, Sharon deemed it proper to explain to his col-
leagues the cause of his inability to participate in their
councils, and to express his -regrets therefor, which he
did in the following words: / _

“Before I take my seat, I wish to allude briefly
to another matter, simply personal to myself and to
the senate. When I was elected to a seat in this
body, I supposed that all around me was financially
smooth and clear. Just after my election I found
that an associate and friend had involved myself and
the community in millions. It was a question with
me whether I should then continue in the senate or
resign. I confidently expected to arrange my affairs
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immediately and be continuously present. This pleas-
ure and duty was denied me. I would have been
proud to have participated more in your deliberations.

“T know that there has been private and public
comment upon my absence. Nothing but the vital
necessities of the occasion and the .Ta.rge complica-
tions in which I was involved could have kept me
away. I know as well as any senator in this body
my duty, and its privilege. I know my duty to my
state and my country, and nothing but these great
difficulties could keep me from performing that duty.

"«T wish to say one word more. These cowmplica-
tions again call me away for three or four weeks, and
I ask the kind indulgence of the senate on account of
my absence. I have said all the time that should my
constituents demand my resignation it is in their
hands.”

Notwithstanding his enforced prolonged absence
from the senate, he was credited by the people of
Nevada with being a faithful and an able representa-
tive of the interests of the state. He was a strong
and helpful ally of senators of the other Pacific
statés in all matters that pertained to the prosperity
of this coast, and although he was attached to
Nevada and California as the foster-parents of his
maturer experience and of his great fortune, yet no
man in that august body at the seat of government
was more thoroughly American or less tainted with
sectional prejudices. Hence he won and kept among
his senatorial associates as great respect and influence
as had always been accorded to him by his business
associates on the Pacific coast.

At the expiration, of his term he withdrew from -
politics, and being then about sixty years of age,
sought the peace and enjoyment of private life, exer-
cising generous and fitting hospitalities, and so wisely
systematizing the administration of his vast estate
that every department seemed to govern itself almost
automatically.
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In San Francisco, the field of his pioneer days, he
invested the greater part of his rapidly accumulating
fortune, until he became the largest tax-payer in the
city and county, his individual taxes amounting to
one fiftieth of the whole city revenue. He retained
for his country seat the former Ralston property at
Belmont, and kept for future requirements of subur-
ban population the 800 acres of the Burlingame tract.

He made judicious investments in other parts of
California, and also in the District of Colaumbia. He
became a large shareholder in the Spring Valley
Water Works company of San Francisco. But
among all his properties, those to whom he adhered
with the greatest pride and whose prosperity gave
him satisfaction far beyond the large income which
they brought to him were his shares in the Bank of
California, in the Virginia and Truckee railroad, in
the Carson and Colorado railroad, and in the Union
Mill and Mining company; these being the offspring
of his genius.

Sharon had keen gray eyes, which in moments of
excitement or interest illumined his otherwise impas-
sive face, a mouth that denoted firmness of purpose,
and a high, donte-like forehead. His dress was uni-
versally black, and his babits were as'simple as his
dress. In his business transactions he was cool and
self-contained, dealing in few words, making but few
inquiries, reaching quick judgments, and holding to
them. He was bold in the conception and execution
of his undertakings, and was neither elated by suc-
cess nor cast down by reverses. His distinguishing
characteristic was his generalization. He was impa-
tient of details, and would rarely listen to them.
Given the result, he had instinctive insight into the
details, and was thus capable of carrying on at the
same time many enterprises of importance, and of ac-
complishing a great deal. He rarely made a mistake
in liis analysis of men, trusted absolutely to his subor-
dinates, and in return had their unwavering loyalty.
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Although he was small in stature and light in weight,
he would oppose himself without hesitation, if “the
occasion called for it, even to the point of physical
contest, with men of superior strength. He never
seemed conscious that he could be defeated in any
controversy in which he might be engaged, and without
being vain or self-assertive in speech his whole action
was so aggressive and determined that men instinct-
ively gave way to him. His firmness of purpose in
what he believed and knew to be the truth was such
that he would have remained steadfast, even to the
sacrifice of his fortune if necessary.

The knowledge which he exhibited in his busmess
career was laraeiy the result of self-development, wide
observation, and thorough familiarity with the springs -~
of human action. He was the thinker instead of the .
mere reader. In matters of public interest he was '
well informed. He had thought much on all impor- *
tant subjects, and his mind was self-reliant and little
impressed by the ideas of others. In his business
: enterprises he was ever on the alert for his own gain,

‘ yet he won the respect of his competltors as a fair
i and manly contestant in the race to win. His inher-
' ent self-poise, calm bearing of mental strength, and

: apparent confidence in himself, without arrogance,
ostentation, or obtrusive superiority, reflected a , char-
acter of most marked individuality. His judgment on
matters of business seemed to be absolutely unerring.
1 Whatever he did was clearly marked out beforehand,
) - and the course he laid down was followed with a
‘ marvellous perseverance, not to be turned aside or
thwarted by circumstances~dr by men. Few men
have lived who exercised a stronger influence upon ‘
financial and business circles than Sharon.

In social moments, however, one could hardly recog-
nize in Sharon the man of business of & few hours
before. He was fond of social life. He entertained
i i a great deal, and his demeanor on such occasions was
genial and attractive. He almost invariably took the
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lead and directed the conversation. He was bright,
humorous, and instructive, delighting in philosophical
and social questions. It was a study to observe how
his mind kindled into action as the evening advanced.
Oftentimes the sentimental and poetic were indulged
in by him to so great an extent as to make one skep-
tical of the practical nature of the man. He delighted
at all times to -quote from Shakespeare, Byron, and
Pope, as well as from the bible. His great diversion
was to make trips to his home at Belmont, which he
made the scene of a very expanded hospitality. He
entertained there. all the distinguished people who
visited the state, so much so that a trip to Belmont
became almost a part of every prominent person’s tour.

During these periods of social diversion, it was al-
most impossible to engage him in any conversation
relating to ‘business. His mind seemed to bein an
exalted state, and religion, philosophy, science, and
poetry alternately secured his attention, and were the
subject of discourse, serious as well as witty. He.was
also fond of nature, and found much to interest him
in his horses and his dairy at Burlingame. . Hunting
was another favorite pastime of his.

All who sustained intimate relations with Sharon
were impressed with his great sense of justice, his
kindness of heart, and the delicacy and refinement of
his physical and mental organization. His sense of
obligation was of the highest. No man ever conferred
a favor upon him which he did not recollect in after
life. He was warm in his affections, true to his friends,
and absolutely faithful in all his engagements. To
those who were not in close touch with him, he ap-
peared cold and unfeeling, but those who were near to
him knew that within.him there beat a warm heart,
as was often attested by his unostentatious acts of char-
ity to the poor and needy. He was considerate in his
treatment of all the numerous persons in his sefvice,
and attached them to him strongly.

Notwithstanding the management of his estate re-
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quired of him very little personal care or labor, his
threescore years, half of which had been passed under
great mental strain, brought finally much pain. In
1881 an attack of neuralgia of the heart confinéd him
to his bed, and alarmied his friends and family. He
was never afterward other than delicate and sensitive
to atmospheric changes. Although he grew older in
appearance than in years, he continued clear and vig-
orous in mind and resolute in will.

The last years of Sharou’s life were .clouded by a
litigation which absorbed all his energies. A woman

" named Sarah Althea Hill brought suit against him,

claiming to be his wife, upon a written contract of
marriage. The alleged contract was in her own hand-
writing and was also signed by herself, and a signa-
ture which she claimed was Sharon’s was affixed to
the document.

She employed in her case a number of lawyers who
were prominent in politics, and whom the prospect of
large contingent fees urged to desperate activity. -

This litigation finally reached the dimensions of the
Tichborne case and other celebrated cases. It was
fought with great energy on both sides; it taxed the
powers of Sharon to the utmost, and was doubtiess
the cause of his death. The case was finally decided
in the courts of both the United States and of the
state of California in favor of Sharon and his heirs,
and the document was declared to be a forgery. |

For two years prior to his death Sharon was
aware that his health was precarious, and had many
unmistakable warnings that his earthly career would
soon end. In the spring of 1883 he had an attack
similar to that which ended his life, namely, of angina
pectoris. In October 1885 he was again severely
attacked by this malady, which sent him to his bed,
from which he never arose alive. From almost the
beginning of this illness it became apparent to his
physicians and himself that his recovery was improb--
able. During this attack his conduct was singularly
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characteristic of him. His pain was intense, yet he
bore it with stoicism. Day by day his innate vital
force and his unconquerable will battled with disease,
and, to the amazement of his friends and medical at-
tendants; held death at bay. Knowing that his dis-
solution was impending, with his babitual method in
business affairs he arranged all his earthly matters.
After making certain provisions for various charitable
institutions in California and Nevada, and providing
a fund from which the buildings of the children’s
play-ground in Golden Gate park were erected, he
executed to his son and son-in-law a deed of trust,
which had been prepared under his instructions, of all
of his estate.

For one week he lay on a bed of pain and suffering.
The acticn of his heart became so feeble that a clot
formed in one of the blood-vessels of his right leg and
shut off the circulation. Conscious that death was at
hand, he exhibited no sign of impatience. His friends
called upon him in great numbers, and against the

remonstrances of his attendants he insisted upon see-

-ing them. All who called received from him appro-
priate words of appreciation of their friendship and
devotion. Many were moved to tears, but his calm-
ness and composure were unbroken.

As he grew weaker physically he became uncon-
scious, life lingering with flickering light that seemed
for days to find fuel for its flame in some latent energy
of his wasted frame. -

On the 13th, at 3:32 p. M., the last spark bright-
ened for an instant, and then gently and painlessly
went out. :

Sharon, though for more than twenty years a citi-
zen of Nevada, was preéminently a Californian. - His
achievements in the former state gave to its mining
history a record and a name never to be forgotten, as
they also gave to other men greater fortunes than his
own. But it was in California that his most intricate
and masterly powers of business capacity were shown,

3 -
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and it was there that the arduous labors of his Ne-
vada life had fruition.

For this twenty years of courage, faith, and per-
severance the nation, even the whole world; is his
debtor; since but for him it is more than probable
the product of the great lode would have ended in

the gloom that he dispelled.

- So long as the Pacific coast shall be remembered
in connection with the product of that lode, so long
-will he stand forth as the Colossus of two states during
the eventful period of Comstock history.

Having no fancy for and not having participated in
public life, there is but little to be said in this place
concerning Frederick W. Sharon, the only son of the
man whose life’s story has been attempted to be told
in the foregoing pages. His educational training was
very thorough, his studies, including a course in law,
having been pursued in Paris, at Beaumont college,
England, at Exeter, New Hampshire, and at Harvard

Jcollege. He has travelled extensively, and has been
a keen observer of the habits and customs of different
countries and the characteristics of their people. A
man of pronounced social attractions, witty in conver-
‘sation, genial in manner, highly esteemed by his many
friends, possessing much vigor and precision of intel-
lect, a well-balanced mind, a decisive character, pro-
nounced ideas, and a capacity for expressing them with
force.and clearness, he is well fitted to take a promi-

" nent part as a man of affairs. But the delicacy of his
fibre and refinement of his nature have caused him to
withdraw himself from that activity of practical or
public life which secures public prominence. Except-
ing thé efforts which he has made to arouse the pub-
lic sentiment of San Francisco with reference to public
improvements on a broad and comprelensive scale, he
has preferred the quiet and repose of private life, and -
the pleasures of literature, art, architecture, music,
travel, out-door sports, and the society of congenial
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friends. He is not content to be idle, however. He
gives some attention, in a general way, to the business
of his father’s estate, and also seeks the varied activity
of devotion to literature and the fine arts.

His development at school and college was equal
and harmonious. He studied with a fair degree of
zeal, became very proficient in athletics, sustaining
throuahout his course at Harvard the position of -
champlon light-weight boxer, and in the social life of
the institutions which he attended was prominent and
popular. Although he lacked the stimulus which
necessity creates, “he applied himself to his studies
conscientiously, and graduated cum laude. His future
‘was not a matter of anxiety to him, and he-had no
views of professional work, or of any particular line
of activity. He took up the study of law at the
solicitation of his father, for which prof’essmn he was
fitted by mind and training, but he did not care to
pursue it beyond the acquirement of its principles.

In 1884 he married Louise Tevis Breckenridge,
daughter of Lloyd Tevis. While on a trip to Europe
after his marriage, he was recalled to San Francisco
on account of the ill-health of his father, at whose
bedside, during his last days, he watched with un-
ceasing tenderness and devotion. He was made a
trustee of his father’s estate, and entered upon the
discharge of the duties of his position with energy
and intelligence. He possessed both the faculties of
detail and generalization, and could take up the whole
or the parts of a transaction with equal ability; but
circumstances arose which made it necessary for him

_ to resign his trusteeship, leaving his brother-in- law
Francis G. Newlands, as sole trustee.

In 1888 he made his residence in New York city,
where he has a beautiful home, every detail of which
was conceived by him, and bears witness to his refined
and artistic tastes.’ There has been born to him a
“son, named Henry William Tevis Sharon.
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The biography of William Sharon would be incom-
plete without being supplemented by a memoir of
* Francis Griffith Newlands, one of the ablest lawyers
and among the foremost men of affairs on the Pacific
coast, and upon whom, as sole trustee of his father-in-
law’s vast estate, rests the arduous duties of its care
and management. .
He was born of Scottish parents in the neighborhood
of Natchez, Mississippi, on the 28th day of August,
1848. His father, James Birney Newlands,-a grad-
-uate of the University of Edinburgh, was a physician.
He was a man of large stature, distinguished a pear-
ance, great intellectual attainments, and wide experi- -
ence, acquired by years of extensive travel. Marrying
youung, he started, as a matter of adventure, for the
new world. He chose the city of Troy, New York,
then one of the social centres of the empire state, and, :
the home of many of its oldest families, as the sphere
for the exercise of his profession. Here, with his
wife, he was cordially welcomed. They attained much - i
social prominence, for both were of genial tempera- 5
- ment, and possessed of manifold accomplishments.
He had great skill as a physician and surgeon, and
althotgh in the receipt of an ample income, his rest-
less disposition was constantly urging him to a change
of scene and place; and as he had no difficulty in es-
tablishing himself readily and acquiring a leading :
rank in his profession wherever he chose to cast his ;
lot, he was able to gratify his spirit of adventure. The
persuasions of southern friends induced him to stay '
in the south, but Mrs Newlands, being dissatisfied with '
the want of educational advantages there for the chil- ;
dren, induced him to remove with his family north., '
He finally went to Quincy, Illinois, where he ended’
his days, leaving his family in straitened circum- -
stances, the income which he had. derived from his
practice, and the patrimony which heand his wife had i
received, having been s}'wrrgn a liberal life. '
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Newlands’ mother, Jessie Barland, was a native of
Perth;a woman of singular personal attractions, noted
for her stately presence, cultured, intellectual, and
highly accomplished in music. She wasalso a woman
of great decision of character, ambitious and ener-
getic, and early sought to impress upon her children
the earnestness of life, and the importance of going
through it with a fixed purpose. Newlands was but
three years old when his father died, and at thit ten.
der age he began to observe the great struggles and
exertion which his mother had to make for the main-
tenance and education of her family of four boys and
one girl. This, coupled with her efforts to make him
appreciate the seriousness of life, caused him to early
realize how essential 1t was to toil if he wished to ad-
vance, and made his boyish and school days more than
ordinarily earnest and serious. A second marriage
of his mother with Eben Moore, a banker and mayor
of Quincy, did not relieve the straitened condition of
the family, for all that was brought to them by this
union was lost in a short time in the panic of 1857.

Newlands determined when quite young to follow
the legal profession. To secure the necessary educa-
tion was a matter of great anxiety to his mother, and
it was only by her self-sacrifice that he was enabled
to acquire it. He attended school at Quincy and
Payson, Illinois, and the high school at Chicago, and
subsequently was trained for Yale college by a private
tutor in Washington. His earlier education was in-
clined toward the classics, and at sixteen he entered
Yale, being with one exception the youngest man in
his class. Though an apt and fairly diligent student,
he did not aim at distinction as a scholar. He de-
voted a great deal of attention to literature, the writ-
ing of college essays and compositions, and took part
in the debates in the college societies, in which he made
his mark as a fluent and ready speaker. He also took

an active part in the social life of Yale, and forined there
C.B~IV. 6
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many strong attachments which still endure. But
when Fe reached his junior year he found himself with-
outfunds to complete the course. Friends offered him
assistance, but he declined. He resolved to make
money instead of borrowing it, and to this task he im-
mediately devoted himself.

He proceeded to Washington, where his parents
ther, lived, his step-father being one of the treasury
officials. Through the influence of Governor Gris-
wold of New York, be secured a position in the civil
service, which enabled him to pursue the study of tle
law and attend evening lectures at the Columbian
university law school. A year or two later the care
and support of the family was largely devolved upon
him, through the death of his step-father. Upon
being admitted to practice in the supreme court of the
District of Columbia in 1869, at the age of twenty-
one years, he determined to try his fortune in San
Francisco. After making such provision for the fam-
ily as lis slender means and a kindly loan of money
Ly a friend permitted, he started for the west, and
arrived in the Pacific coast metropolisin 1870. Pre-
senting his letters of introduction, which were numer-
ous and to persons prominent both in business and

" social circles, he was everywhere most cordially re-

ceived, but having no practical knowledge of his pro-
fession, he found it difficult to advance himself. After
spending a few months in making himself familiar with
office work and the practice of the courts, he finally
obtained permission from a prominent lawyer to oc-
cupy desk-room in one of his offices, with the privi-
lege of displaying his name on the door as attorney
and counsellor at law; but still the clients came not.
His youth and inexperience seemed to prevent him
from acquiring business, and his pecuniary aflairs
were at so low an ebb that it appeared as it' he would
be forced to abandon his profession and seek other
weans of earning his bread.
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As a last resort, he endeavored to gain a footing by
volunteering to act as counsel for the defence in crim-
inal cases, and thus make himself known to the judges
and jurors. His first case was that of a burglar, which
was tried before Judge Delos R. Lake, whose legal
attainments were as much respected as his caustic sar-
casm was feared. Although Newlands was so much
satisfied of the prisoner’s guilt that he refused to per-
mit him to testify because of the likelihood of his com-
mitting perjury, he conducted the case with such
ability that not only was his client acquitted, but he
was afterward engaged by two members of the jury
as their attorney. He continued to pursue these”
criminal cases with great energy and success, notwith-
standing they brought him no fees. During this time,
Judge Lake, before whom, as judge of the county
court, he had been conducting these cases, accosting
kim on the street, made such inquiries concerning his
antecedents and educational training as manifested his
kindly interest in the struggling young lawyer’s wel-
fare. 1t was, he said, a mistake for him to follow the
practice of criminal law, for it would eventually impair
the morals of the best of men. Young Newlands re-
plied that he found it as distasteful as it was unprofit-
able, but that as soon as he could secure a civil
practice he would gladly abandon it. “ Well,” re-
marked the judge, with his customary facetiousness, on
taking leave, “ my advice to you is not altogether dis-
interested; for in my own court you have been alto-
gether too successful in defeating the cause of justice.”
Within a few days he sent to Newlands a client, from
whom he received his first fee, and also recommended
him to prominent lawyers, who caused him to be re-
tained in small cases, and as assistant counsel in oth-
ers in which they were engaged.

And now Newlands was fairly on the road to suc-
cess, such success as sooner or later comes to him who
18 content to toil and wait. His practice rapidly in-
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creased, his real clients at first being mainly among
his brethren of the bar, who manifested toward him
much kindness and interest. Within the second year
after his arrival in San Francisco his practice brought
him an income of several thousand dollars, and each
vear thereafter it kept largely increasing in extent.
It was very general in character, embracing all vari-
eties of cases in the state and federal courts, involving
large interests and questions of much moment. Thus
it grew from the unremunerative criminal to a highly
profitable civil practice, and from assistant counsel he
became the leading attorney in a large number of
hmportant causes involving not only vast fortunes, but
also the gravest constitutional questions. For many
vears he enjoyed one of the most lucrative and influ-
ential practices in San Francisco, among bhis clients
being numerous mining companies, the Spring Valley .
Water Works, the Bank of California, and other
quasi-public corporations. They were involved in an
immense amount of litigation, in all of which New-
lands distinguished himself by his thorough grasp of
all the points in dispute, his unrelaxing pertinacity,
his attention to the minutest detail, his devotion to
the interests of his clients, and his rare forensic abil-
ity. These qualities were so conspicuously displayed
in all his cases as to place him in the front rank of
jurists.

Among his most important cases were those in
which he appeared for the Spring Valley Water
Works. They kept his active mind busy for many
vears in polemical discussions in the courts, in the
press, and before the public in general. The pub-
lished reports of these cases in the official records of
the decisions of the supreme court of California
alone bear testimony to his energy and industry. By
the adoption of the new state constitution in 1879
the water company became further and more deeply
involved in litigation. Under the original law the
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power of fixing the rates for water was vested in a
board of commissioners, but by the new constitution
this power was placed in the hands of the board of
supervisors of the municipality. The company was
thus made subject to the control of the political rep-
resentatives of the water consumers, from which en-
barrassing position it struggled to free itself. At
frequent iutervals during eight ‘years Newlands ap-
peared before the water committee. of the board of
supervisors to protect the immense interests and
vested rights of the company. The labor which was
devolved upon him by the necessity of making clear
to the supervisors the limits of their power and the
rights of the company was great. He made to them
exhaustive arguments, supported by facts and statis-
tics culled from all available sources. The discussions
were not always free from ‘displays of passion aund
prejudice. Few men amidst the tumult which pre-
vailed could have resisted the temptation to indulge in
recrimination, but throughout Newlands carried him-
self with a dignified, calm demeanor, which added
weight and impressiveness to his cause. He used no
““other weapons than the clearest logic and impartial

analysis ot facts and figures. The most memorable
and important of the multitude of actions in which
the water company was involved was that brought
by it against Antone Schottler and others. It was
claimed by the water company that the new state
constitution was in conflict with the constitution of
the United States, in that it deprived the company
of its property without due process of law, and
changed the obligations contained in the original
charter. This case was elaborately argued in the
state courts, and was then carried to the supreme
court of the United States, where it was discussed
by Newlands in conjunction with Mr Fox of Califor-
nia and Senator Edmunds of Vermont. It was con-
tended by Newlands, among other things, that by the

-
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new coustitution it was sought to deprive the plain-
tiftf of its property in the water which it supplied, for
to compel a vendor to sell property at a fixéd price
was virtually a deprivation of his property; that this
was done without due process of law, for process of
law implied parties, an impartial tribunal and an op-
portunity to be heard; that the Judlclary is a coordi-
nate department of the govermment, and that no
state constitution or statute can be recrarded as con-
sistent with the federal constitution, or with a re-
publican form of government, which does not
recognize the codrdination of- these powers and the
s. parate sphere of each. His argument was a most
lucid and scholarly dissertation, well worthy of a
place among the classics of the law. The case, how-
ever, was decided against his client, but a partlal
victory was secured as the decision of the court
modified the extreme doctrme laid down in one of the
so-called “ Granger cases,” that the power of regula-
tion was a leglslatlve power which could not be inter-
fcred with by the judiciary. The court now held
that this power, though intrusted to an inferior legis-
lative body, was quasi-judicial in its character, and
must be exercised reasonably, and not oppressively—
being the first of a series of decisions which gave
greater security to property affected by a public use.
Perhaps no case ever attracted more general atten-
tion in financial and business circles in California
than that of the Odd Fellows Bank versus William
Sharon. The trial in the superior court of San Fran-
cisco was conducted with great earnestness by emi-
nent counsel on both sides, and covered a long period
of time. Newlands appeared for the defendant, and
in an exhaustive argument made a thorough analysis
of the almost irreconcilable evidence. The events
which occurred during the excitement attendant upon

the failure of the Bank of California were connected -

with this case, and in sketching them, his argument,
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although mainly devoted to a logical elucidation of
the evidence, afforded a most brilliant display of fo-
rensic advocacy. His vivid and picturesque descrip-
tion of these tumultuous scenes, reaching the highest
plane of eloquence, has become a part of our local
literature, and. has often been quoted by the press in
treating of the history of this great financial institu-
tion.

The most exciting case in which Newlands par-
ticipated was the divorce suit of Shimmins versus
Shimmins. He appeared for the plaintiff, who
charged her husband with cruelty, and he in turn
accused her of adultery. The trial was conducted
for three weeks with closed doors, and the evidence
was of such a character as to attract great attention,
as portions of it were published in the press. The
case resulted in favor of Newlands’ client, and as soon
as the decision was announced he was attacked in the
_court-room by the defeated husband, who seized him
by the throat and threatened his life, but was inter-
fered with by the by-standers. For some days he was
i pursuit of -him with a pistol, and finally blew out
his own brains, thus relieving Newlands of his embar-
rassing position. ,

In the famous case of Sarah Althea Hill versus
William Shargn, no part had been taken by New-
lands up to the time of the decision of the lower
court in favor of the plaintiff, a decision which it is
safe to say shocked the community as much as the
defendant, but in the proceedings supplementary to
this decision Newlands determined to disiiss all feel-
ings of personal delicacy, and to take an active part
in the defence of his father-in-law against the con-
spiracy, whose success seemed almost assured. His
argument was the most dignified of all the discus-
sions in this couse célébre, and perhaps its most notice-
able feature was the great strength of  character
which he, as the son-in-law of the defendant, dis-
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played in separating his personality from his position
as advocate, treating his adversaries courteously and
dlspassmnately, as though the cause were not hig
own. When attacked by the counsel for the plaintiff
for his participation in the proceedings, Mr Newlands
gave vent to his feelings in words of eloquence which
thrilled his hearers.

“In the veins of my children,” he exclaimed,
“flows the blood of this defendant, transmitted
through their chaste mother. I come here to de-
fend, not simply an individual who has been wronged,
but a family that has been violated, and a society that
has been outraged, not voluntarily by your Honor, but
by crimes innumerable which have been imposed upon
a eourt of justice. The gentleman has brought iny
personality into the case. I am here with every pulse
beating, with every nerve thrilling with indignation,
and I propose .to be in this case to its end, from this
time on.

“I trust that I shall conduct it without personal
feeling. I trust that I shall conduct it without as-
saults upon counsel. I trust that I shall not have
occasion to cast reflections upon the distinguished
counsel who have conducted the plaintiff’s case so
ably. I know that causes, however bad, from time
immemorial, have had honorable advocates. I do ot
propose to 1dent1fy the counsel with their cause, nor
that the cause shall take character from the counsel. I
invite the gentlemen to a discussion of this case upon
broad Drmmples without obtruding into it either Lis

personality or my own. He has made it necessary .

for me to defend my motives for appearing here. 1
trust he will conduct this case with that moderation,
candor, and courtesy with which it should be con-
ducted, and that we will stand here, aiding the court
in the administration of justice, conscious always that
we are not antagonists on the battle-field, but officers
/ /of the court, prlests in the temple of justice, bound
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by the nature of our obligations to see that its cere-
monies are conducted with dignity and decorum.”

From this time on Newlands was an active partici- .
pant in the case, until it was ultimately decided in
favor of Sharon in both thé state and United States
courts. >

Mr Newlands continued in the active pursuit of his
profession until 1885. By the deed of trust executed
by his father-in-law prior to his death, all his property
was conveyed to Newlands and Frederick W. Sharon,
in trust, for the beneficiaries named in the trust deed,
and as the latter shortly afterward resigned, leaving
Newlands as sole trustee, the care of the large estate
compelled him to retire from his profession.

About two years after his arrival in Califoruia,
when the tide of fortune had begun to set in his favor,
he found himself able to secure for his mother a home
in which to pass her declining years, and to make
some recompense, as became a devoted son, for the
sacrifices which she had made in bis training and edu-
cation. He brought her and his sister from Washing-
ton to his San Francisco home., His brothers James
and William also came to San Francisco (the latter
baving graduated with the highest honors at the
medical school in Washington, and been assigned to
duty as a surgeon in the army at the presidio), and
so the family was substantially reunited. In No-
vember 1874, Mr Newlands became the son-in-law
of William Sharon, marrying his eldest daughter,
Clara Adelaide, whose decease occurred in 1880, leav-
ing in his care three infant daughters, fromn two to
five years of age. In September 1888, he took for
his second wife Edith, the daughter of the late Hall
McAllister, for many years the leader of the San
Francisco bar. The ceremony was solemnized under
a special license from the Archbishop of Canterbury
at the parish church at Easton Neston, Northampton-
shire, the country seat of Sir Thomas Hesketh, a
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brother-in-law of the bridegroom. To a son, born to
them in 1890, was given the name of Hall McAllister
Newlands. .

During his active career as a member of the bar _of
San Francisco he manifested a fondness for the dis-
cussion of questions involving the legal and political
rights of the community, and his speeches and writings
upon these subjects are permeated with a spirit of
fairness and desire to aid in measures calculated to
redound to the welfare of the public. His prac-
tice was of such a character as to enable him to
acquire an intimate knowledge of questions of a public
nature. At one time the supreme court of this state
was much concerned over the question whether or not
municipal elections should be held in the city and
county of San Francisco. Mr Newlands appeared as
“amicus curiz,” and aided in clearing the contradictions
of the conflicting laws. When a board of freeholders
was chosen in~ 1882 to frame a new charter for the
governmert of the city and county of San Francisco,
Newlands on several occasions laid aside his attitude
as the attorney for great corporations, and addressed
the board as a private citizen having at heart only the
cause of good government, and gave its niembers the
benefit of his wide experience with men and affairs of
local comcern. : . ‘

In the community in which he has his home, New-
lands is noted for his attachment to the place, and
desire to make it a source of pleasure and pride for
all.” During his residence in San Francisco he was
always identified with movements looking toward the
improvement of the'city. In March 1887, a lengthy
communication from him on this subject was pub-
lished in one of the local papers. He suggested in
comprehensive phrase many feasible plans for making
San Francisco one of the most sightly cities in the
world, which met with so much approval among the
leading merchants and capitalists of the city that a
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meworial reiterating, in substance, the views expressed ’
by Mr Newlands was addressed by them to the-
mayor, and printed in the newspapers. A further
step in the direction of liberal and extensive public
improvements was the calling of a mass meeting of
pblic citizens at Metropolitan Temple on June 23,
1887, toconsider Newlands’ proposition, which brought
together a large assemblage of representative men.
In order to set the example, and deeming it the best
use to which could be applied the Sharon Bequest of
$50,000, “to be expended on Golden Gate Park in
such manner as should be most conducive to the hap-
piness of the people,” he united with his then co- °
trustee, Frederick W. Sharon, erecting there for the
little ones of San Francisco and dedicating to their
exclusive use the children’s pavilion.

In his youthful days Newlands was an ardent ad-
mirer of Abraham Lincoln, his residence in Washing-
ton during the stirring times of the civil war having
afforded him a good opportunity to study that great-
man. But when Lincoln died, his “indignation was
-aroused by the stern and repressive measures resorted
to by congres¥in its dealings with the people of the
south, in whose midst Newlands was. born, and he
Joined the democratic party, in opposition to the pol-
icy of the republican party. Thercfore it was that
from the time of his arrival in Caljfornia he was iden-
tified with the democratic party, and was one of its
strongest supporters. He was a member of the ¢x-
ecutive committee of the democratic state central
committee in the Hancock campaign of 1880, when
the state was carried for that candidate. ‘ :

But in 1886 an incident occurred which caused him
to waver in his allegiance to that party. In the

summer of that year a gathering was-h8ld, which has .

since become famous in political annals as the Stock-
ton convention. It was a restless and turbulent as-
semnblage, aggravated by fancied wrongs, impelled by
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malicious motives, and under the guidance of a clique
banded to control the party, and to malign and tra-
duce the men who gave it tone and character. Before
the convention was held it'was known that a savage
assault would be made upon a most eminent and
honored citizen of this state, Stephen J. Field, whose
upright and fearless administration as a justice of the
supreme court of thre United States, extending over
a quarter of a century, has been crowned with suec-
cessful efforts in behalf of constitutional law and irdi-
vidual right. Resolutions denunciatory of him were
read with much declamatory effect, and their adop-
tion moved amid the clamor of the infuriated mob. In
that assemblage of over six hundred men but one man
was brave enouoh to defend the maligned justice.
Newlands Stepped to the platform and “asked to be
heard. His voice was drowned by the yells and cat-
calls of the throng. He stood unmoved, and met with
unflinching gaze the glare of the frenzied multitude.
He waited his opportunity, and when order was re-
stored he began his address; but at the first words,
“T am the friend of Mr Justice Field,” his voice was
drowned by yells of derision. Still he held his ground,
undisturbed by insult and intimidation, and although
constantly interrupted, he continued with his remarks.
It seemed that the impassioned spirit of the assem-
blage, which appeared to have lost all idea of fairness,
was determined not to give him a hearing, but at
length his intrepid bearing and the intelligence and
vigor of his remarks aroused a sense of decency amony
the few orderly members of the crowd. With their
aid silence was at length secured, and the courageous
speaker and loyal friend was allowed to proceed. His
speech will live in the annals of the political history
of this state. It was delivered under such trying
difficulties, and before such insurmountable obstacles,
that few would have dared to pass through the ordeal;
few would have dared to voice his sentiments amid
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the outcries of rage and execration from such an in-
sensate and ruffianly mob.

In the same year in which this convention was held,
another gathering met at Sacramento to discuss the
Chinese question. Newlands was also a wember of
this convention, and on this occasion he displayed a
conservatism of views which has won for him the admi-
ration of all right-thinking men. The outery in this
state against the Chinese has been such that even
intelligent men have been led to urge irrational.
measures, in order to appease the public feeling, and
the tenor of the remarks at this convention was of a
radical and revolutionary nature. Resolutions order-
ing the boycott against the Chinese and their employ-
ers were adopted, and measures were inaugurated for
violently driving the Chinese out of the state. New-
lands stood out conspicuously by the temperate char-
acter of his speech. He appealed to the assemblage
to remember the sanctity of treaty obligations, and
while he was willing and anxious to relieve the people
from the blighting effect of Chinese competition, he
urged the use of legal methods to secure this end.

It was due, perhaps, more to his fearless attitude
at the Stockton convention than to any previous in-
cident in his political career that Newlands was es-
teemed by men of all parties as one fitted to take a
more prominent part in the affairs of state, and when
the legislature convened in January 1887, he was
prominently mentioned as the one upon whom would
be conferred the honor of a seat in the United States
senate. His failure to secure the coveted place was
almost entirély due to the fact that he did not take an
active part in the vigorous contest which was made
by other candidates. His qualifications for the office
were fully recognized, and from the press of the state
he received many high encomiums. Says a prominent
Journal, referring to his candidacy: “In Mr Newlands
California may find a representative in the highest
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legislative body of our country of whom she may be
proud. A cultured and honorable gentleman, a man
of wisdom gained by experience, as well as of knowl-
edge gained from books; essentially a man of affairs,
yet not a mere business man; too keen-sighted to be
hoodwinked, too independent to be led, too intellec-
tually strong to be driven, and impossible to be
bought—the interest and dignity of the state of
which we are so justly proud will be safe in the hands
of Mr Newlands.”

Returning to the Pacific coast from a twelvemonth
tour in Europe, Newlands found that his party had
committed itself to the doctrine of monometallism,
whilst the republican party had declared in its plat-
form, as one of its principles, in favor of bimetallism,
and that the statesmen of the democratic party in the
north had joined hands with their southern brethren
in an open attack upon the manufacturing industries
of the nation, in opposition to the protective policy of
the republican party. He declared that he could no
longer adhere to the democracy, and in December
1889, openly disavowed his allegiance to it and asso-
ciated himself with the republican party, whose prin-
ciples were in accord with his views on all the great
questions of the day.

About this time Mr Newlands’ attention was at-
tracted to Nevada by the magnificent field for enter-
prise afforded by the undeveloped resources of the
western portion of that state, and that part of Cali-
fornia lying east of the Sierra Nevada. The succes-
sion of large and productive valleys extending from
Inyo on the south to the Oregon line on the north,

surrounded by mountains rich in pasture, timber, and.

mines, were largely neglected by labor and unnoticed
by capital. Throughout a large portion of this region
the Sharon estate has extensive possessions in mines,
mills, lands, and railroads, and determining to promote
a systematic development of the state, he removed his
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family to Nevada and established himself as one of
her citizens. He selected Reno for his future home,
and upon a commanding site on the south bank of the
Truckee river he'built a residence. Hardly before he
was settled in his new home, with his natural taste for
the beautiful, which has been developed by a liberal
education and extensive travel, he began an active
campaign for the improvement of the town.

-But the object to which he gave his most devoted
attention was the saving of the flood-waters at the
sources of the Carson and Truckee rivers, to be used
in irrigating the lands in the valleys adjacent to those
rivers. He employed competent engineers and sur-
veyors to ascertain the possibilities of the enterprise,
and the investigations which he made were published
in an elaborate pamphlet, accompanied with maps, and
disclosed the raw materials for the founding of an em-
pire. To him is due the credit of being the first man
in the history of Nevada who united the brains to
understand and the enterprise to demonstrate the
state’s capacity. His efforts led to the storage of the
waters of Tahoe and Donner lakes, securing from
drought the thousands of acres of land in the Truckee
meadows, and making it practicable to irrigate the
higher lands, and thereby trebling the population and
wealth of that section of the state. They also led to
the acquirement of facilities for conducting a similar
work on the Carson river, which will reclaim vast
areas of the most desirable land, and regulate the flow
of the stream, so-that it will afford sufficient power
for the mills along its banks to crush the ores from
the mines without interruption, and thus secure con-
stant employment for the miners. He induced the
Central Pacific Railroad company to make a survey
of the Huwboldt river, and to treat the people of
Nevada in other respects with greater liberality. Fe
aided in securing legislation authorizing the formation
of a system of water districts, making enlightened

v
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action tending toward the systematic development of
the state possible. By his faculty of forcing men to
action, and of making others share his enthusiasm, he
has aroused the energies of the people of the state,
and with his assistance creameries, flour-mills, and
similar enterprises have been established. A state
board of trade has been formed, with Newlands as its
president and leading spirit, and has done much to
awaken an interest and confidence in Nevada, and in-
spire her citizens with greater pride and hope with
respect to the future, _

On account of the large investments which were
made in the District of Columbia by Senator Sharon,
and the still more extensive ones which have been
since made there by Mr Newlands, he has found it
necessary to spend part of his time within the last
few years at the national capital Handsome resi-
dences have been constructed there by the estate under
his direction, and a vast amount of money has been
expended by him in the purchase of large tracts of
surburban property, and the construction of an elec-
tric road over seven miles in length, running the
greater distance though lands owned by the estate
and Senator Stewart of Nevada, and crossing two
magnificent iron bridges, one of which is over seven
hundred feet long and spans a heautiful stream, Rock
creek, at the southern end of the Zoélogical park,
at an elevation of over one hundred feet. The enter-
prise also contemplates the -extension of the road to
the capitol and the treasury department building,
which will increase its length about three miles; the
construction of other branch lines; the establishment
of a park or pleasure-ground at the terminus of the
main road; and the erection of the town of Chevy
Chase, in Maryland, near the boundary line of the
District of Columbia, the latter project involving
the grading and opening of streets, the construc-
tion of thorough systems of sewerage, water supply,
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electric lights, and all the other features of a modern
town, :

Newlands purchased from ex-President Cleveland
as a summer residence the beautiful piece of property
known as Oak View, situated about two miles from
the White House, and commanding a splendid view
of the capital city from its broad verandas. That pre-
eminent characteristic of Mr Newlands of identifying
himself with the material interests of every commu-
nity with which he may came in contact has also been
manifested in Washington. He is there recognized
as a liberal-minded, progressive-spirited man, and is
highly esteemed both in business and social circles.
His breadth of mind has been characterized as being
as broad as the continent. He is a leading member

of the board of trade of that city, and has been-

selected to act on committees of that body which
have in view the improvement and development of
the city. He and his handsome wife have gathered
about them there a wide circle of friends, among
whom are numbered many of the leading men of the
nation.

While in the east, Newlands is in constant com-
munication with the numerous agents of the Sharon
estate. No step is taken by any of them without
consulting him. He is quick in comprehending the
most intricate situations, and although he never de-
scends into trivial detail, he overlooks nothing. His
memory is remarkable. He is able to rely upon it to
a very great extent itrthe most involved transactions.
Every step that he takes is marked with deliberation
and conservatism. But notwithstanding the varied
and scattered interests of the estate are sufficient to
engross his whole time and attention, he takesa lively
interest in all matters of public concern. He is par-
ticularly interested in the solution of the silver prob-
lem, and is ene of the most earnest and active workers
in behalf of the white metal. The subject is upper-

C.B—~IV. 7

P



98 MINES—NEVADA.

most in his mind, and there is nothing which delights
him more than t0 be involved in a controversy upon
that topic. He grows warm and animated in such
discussions. He has all the historical and statistical
data relating to the question at his finger-ends. He
is thoroughly practical as well as logical in argument,
and is fully able to cope with the most experienced
economists, financiers, and statesmen. His interest in
the silver question may almost be characterized as a
hobby, and no matter what business he may have on
hand, or in whose company he may be, he is always
ready to seize any and every opportunity to launch

,upon the controversial sea of finance. His earnest-
ness and activity in the discussion of the silver ques-
tion have brought his name into prominence both in
the east and the west, and his ccuncils are always
sought by the silver advocates. He has made
speeches in different parts of the country upon the
‘subject, and numerous interviews with and communi-
cations from him have appeared in the columns of the
leading journals of the United States, and even the
newspapers controlled by the single gold-standard ad-
vocates, which, as a rule, rigidly exclude all matter
favorable to the opposite cause, having frequently
recognized the force of his arguments by publishing
and commenting upon them. His writings and
speeches kave been published in pamphlet formn by
silver organizaticns. His views also appear in_reports
of committees of congress before whom he has been
invited to state them, and have thus received a very
wide circulation.

Newlands was chosen by the governer of Nevada
as a delegate from that state to the silver convention -
which was held in St Louis in 1889. 1t was then -
that his interect in this question was fully awakened,
and from that timme he became a devoted student of
the financial problem. The readiness with which he
grasped its subtleties and the originality of Lis ideas
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are remarkable.” His abilities were immediately rec-
_ognized. He was made vice-president of the national
executive silver committe—the outgrowth of the St
Louis convention—and at once became and has re-
mained the leading spirit of the committee, whose
membership comprises some of the ablest statesmen
and financiers of the country. So effectual was the
work of the. committee in creating a sentiment in fa-
vor of the remonetization of silver that its opponents
endeavored to break the force of the arguments put
forth by it by trying to cast suspicion upon its pur-
poses. Mr Newlands was singled out as the head
and front of the so-called conspiracy of the “silver
barons” to enhance the value of the product of their
mines. The press was filled with sensational rumors
and charges from irresponsible sources of “silver
pools” and schemes to influence legislative action. A
committee of investigation was appointed by the house
of representatives. Vague suggestions were made
that an inquiry into the operations of the national
executive silver committe would bring forth startling
developments. Mr Newlands courted investigation.
He was summoned before the congressional com-
mittee. He was closely and rigidly questioned as to
the work of his committee. The result of the whole
affair showed that its plan of campaign was purely
one of education, involving only a small outlay to pay
the expenses of printing and distributing pamphlets
and circulars. The gold men were chagrined and
mortified. In the second session of the 5¥st con-
gress, the house coinage committee had under consid-
eration a silver bill which had passed the senate. A
number of bankers and business men were called to
give their views in regard to the measure. Their
statements were received in a formal way, but much
prominence was given to Mr Newlands by the partic-
ular attention tbat was paid to his presentation of
the questions, and by the efforts of the friends of the
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‘gold men on the committee to weaken the force of
his arguments.  He was kept under fire by the com-
mittee for a namber of days, and came out without
leaving & weak spot in his armor.
4 The result of the constant agitation which has been
3 ‘maintained by Mr Newlands and his associates is
i that the public has been made to realize the impor-
; , ' tance of the silver question, and to take an interest in
' it second only to the tariff question; a law was passed
"by congress in 1889 which largely increaseéd the use
of silver in the United States, and in the last session
“of the 51st congress a bill was passed by the senate
providing for the free coinage of silver, and only
failed of passing in the house throucrh a resort to par-
liamentary delays and-devices to prevent its receiving
consideration; party lines have been drawn upon 1t
and there is every indication that a free coinage bill
will yet be passed, and that the stagnation in busi-
ness caused by the clandestine demonetlzatlon of sil-
ver in 1873 will give way to an era of the highest
degree of prosperity this country has ever known.
When silver is restored to its rightful position as a
money metal, Mr Newlands will feel that his greatest
task is perfnrmed
He has also devoted much attention to tariff’ legis-
lation. "He is a firm believer in the principle of pro-
tection to home industry, and has lent the weight of
his name and voice in support of that policy. In the
discussion of the extent to which the general govern-
ment should go in the development of the arid re-
gions by irrigation, Newlands naturally takes a deep
interest. He has sought every opportunity to inform
the officers of the government of the necessity: of
some immediate steps being taken to reclaim the
desert wastes in the west, and provide homes for set-
tlers there, and has done everything that a private
citizen could do to bring about governmental action.
He has addressed commercial and other organizations
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on the subject, urging them to assist in devising and
carrying out some comprehensive plan of action, and
as a delegate from Nevada he took an active part in
the deliberations of the irrigation convention which
was held in Salt Lake City in September 1891. In
short, he is a tireless worker for the development of
the west. '
It would be strange if such a man as Newlands
should escape the call of politics. Affable, apprgach-
able, energetic, well-educated, cultivated, with élear-
cut features, a well-knit frame, ready eloquence, and
easy manners, he is naturally adapted to public life.
His name has frequently been mentioned in connection
with political honors, yet he has never been a candi-
date in the popular sense, nor has he ever held an
public office. He has thus far been content to labor
as a private citizen in behalf of the public weal, and
has held himself above the machinations of class or
faction. He is devoted to the cause of the republi-
can party as a whole. In August 1890, he was urged
in a public communication from a number of the most
influential citizens of Nevada to allow his name to be
used as a candidate for governor or member of con-
gress, believing that as_the leading spirit in the
movement for the development of that state his can-
didacy would command the support of all her people.
He replied that for the present he preferred to take
an active part in measures rather than in politics ; but
as his friends refused to consider his declination as
being final, he appeared before the nominating con-
vention which met soon after, and in a speech full of
expressions of the noblest sentiments, he once more
positively refused to allow his name to be presented
as a candidate for any office. In the campaign which
followed, he made a thorough canvass.of the whole
state in behalf of the republican ticket, which was
carried in the election by a very large majority.
Since then his name has been quite generally used in
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connection with Nevada’s representation in both the
house of representatives and the United States
genate. With a thorough desire for the adoption of
measures which would promote the material interests
of all the people, he would make a most valuable
representative. With youth, wealth, talents, a high
social position, tireless energy, and enlightened views
- and knowledge of her wants, Nevada would have
-f: cause to congratulate herself upon securing his ser-

' vices in the national legislature. She needs such a
man to aid her in the upward course upon which she
is just starting, and which he has done so much to
mark out.
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CHAPTER IIL

MINES AND MINING—CENTRAL AMERICA AND MEXICO.

ABORIGINAL USE 0F METALS—CASTILLA DEL ORO-~GOLDEN REcroNs—THR
FirsT M1NES WORKED OX THE CONTINENT OF AMERICA~—DEVELOPMENTS
OF THE SPANIARDS IN CENTRAL AMERICA—OPERATIONS OP THE AZTRCS-—
THEIR GREAT GoLD GATHERING AND THEIR FixE GoLp Work—Tan
MiNES o MEXICO—~JUNTA DE MINERIA—EFFECT OF THE REVOLUTION.
ARY WAR oN MiNiNg—PropUOTS—MINT STATISTIOS—G}NE&AL DevEL-
OPMENT.

Go1p and silver, previous to the Spanish conquest,
were used by the aborigines of the Mexican table-
land in various forms. As soon as La Espaiiola was
fairly in possession of the conquerors, the hapless
natives were forced to provide the much coveted met-
als. By the labor of Indian slaves each task-master
obtained from 6 to 250 castellanos per day. Two
" shundred thousand castellanos of gold went to the bot-
"“tom of the sea with the ships of Bobadilla, the royal
commissioner, infamous for his ill treatment of Colum-
bus. Golden ornaments and pearls were procured at
Darien in 1501 by Roderigo de Bastidas and Juan de
la Cosa from the nude savages, in exchange for hawks’
bells and glass beads. Along the ‘coast of Honduras
Columbus heard of realms where gold was so abund-
ant that the commonest utensils of the people were
made of it. The natives wore ornaments of an inferior
gold. The pure article was not found #ill the discov-
erers reached the bay of Caribaro, in Costa Rica,
where the inhabitants wore it in plates suspended from
their necks. It was here that the first information
was received of Veragua, a land of gold ; upon reach-
ing which, the adelantado, Bartholomew Columbus,
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was despatched early in February 1503 with a party
of armed men to explore’the gold region. All that
the new comers had heard of the wealth of 'Veragua

-was more than confirmed; whereupon the admiral

resolved to plant a colony on the spot, this being the
first attempt to form a settlement on the mainland of
North America. But the quibian, or sovereign of
the country, having shown a' decided hostility to his
European visitors, the project was abandoned.

During Queen Isabella’s reign but little gold
entered her treasury, the Spaniards preferring to
obtain it by trade with the natives rather than to dig
for it. But after her death the system of repartimi-
entos and encomiendas of Indians—originally intended
by the crown for the protection of the natives, but
made by the settlers the means of their enslavement
—was revived, with the result of largely increasing
the yield. According to the historian, Herrera, 450,-
000 ounces of gold passed through the four foundries
of Espaiiola in 1506. The jealousy of the crown
guarded its perquisites, among which were included
all minerals, and though private -persons were per-
mitted to work the mines, a royalty had to be paid
idto the king’s treasury, which at first was two thirds
of the proceeds, and subsequently one fifth. In every
audiencia district was established a melting-house.
Diego de Nicuesa on being appointed governor for
ten years of Castilla del Oro, so named because of the
great quantities of gold which it yielded, was granted
the privilege of working the mines of the province by
paying one tenth of the proceeds the first year, one
ninth the second, and thus decreasing to one fifth of
the product of subsequent years. .

The bachiller Enciso heard in 1510 of the gold
producing province of Zend, east of the gulf of Darien,
where the mountains were impregnated with the
precious metal, which in the rainy season was carried
down by the swollen streams ; the natives gathering
in nets the coarse pieces, some of them as large as
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eggs. Zent was the burial place for all the tribes of

that vicinity, and in its graves were the precious orna-

ments buried with the dead. This excited the cupid-

ity of the Spaniards, who. did not, however, attempt
at that time to penetrate the country.

At a later period expeditions were fitted out to .

reach the coveted treasure, and met with disaster.
Enciso found secreted in caves along the banks of
the Atrato river golden ornaments of the value of
10,000 pesos. Vasco Nuilez de Balboa, the discov-
erer of the Pacific ocean, on his several expeditions
through the_country, gathered large quantities of gold

in various forms. The metal wasused by the natives -

for breast-plates and ornaments for the person, and
also in the form of vessels for doraestic purposes, with-
ouwt placing on it any special value. The time came
when iron was much more highly prized. An iron
tool, such as a hatchet or knife, or even a piece of old
hoop iron was worth its weight in gold. To Balboa
was made known the place where the natives obtained
their pearls, and he taught them how to open the

oysters without damaging the gem, the Indians soon

becoming expert divers.

Mining for gold on the western continent was first
attempted in 1514 at a place about nine miles from
the settlement of Santa Maria de la Antigua del
Darien, where soil of the hillsides, plains, and river
banks was richly impregnated with the metal. The
practice was-then established of appointing a mining
superintendent or surveyor, under whose direction
plots of ground were measured off twelve paces square,
the claimant having the option of choice from ground
not preoccupied. If the spot chosen should prove
barren it/iight be abandoned, and another one
selected.

In the north-western coast, from Panamg to the
bay of Fonseca, Gil Gonzalez and Andrés Niiio found
gold, portions of which were of inferior quality, worth
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only $12 or $13 an ounce. In the valley of Olancho,
Honduras, the existence of rich mines of very sujerior
gold, 22 carats fine, became known to the governor of
the province. They were worked about 1528, and
large quantities of the metal were obtained from the
river Guayape. Silver mines were discovered in a
valley of Honduras, thirty leagues from Trujillo. The
miners of this district reported in 1533 the” existence
in that neighborhood of rich deposits of gold and
other metals, which, after Pedro de Alvarado had
pacified the country, were worked, and yielded largely
of their treasures. In 1540 Governor Gutierrez of
Nueva Cartago, or Costa Rica, found gold to be plen-
tiful and of good quality on the sonthern slope of the
mountains.

In Nicaragua no mines of any importance were dis-
covered up to 1546. The natives possessed, however,
articles made of gold mixed with other metals, which
had come to them from distant parts.

In Venezuela, called by the early Spanish settlers
the pearl coast, large quantities of that gem were
found. Licenciado Pedro Ordoiiez de Ceballos saw
in 1660 huge piles containing bushels of pearls.

It is unnecessary here to enlarge on the discoveries
made by Francisco Pizarro and his followers, of the
precious metals in Peru and other parts of South -
America, or on the horrors which the conquerors in-
flicted upon the inhabitants. -The captured inca of
Peru caused to be collected for his ransom 1,326,539
castellanos of gold and 51,610 marks of silver, equiva-
lent at present to at least $20,000,000. The gold and
silver gathered in the temples of the sun were trans-
ported from every part of the empire on the backs of
natives to the chief places of deposit, Quito and Cuzco,
five hundred leagues apart. Garcilaso de la Vega
affirms that on board one of the fleets destined for
Spain were 25,000,000 pesos in gold and silver. The
mines of Potosi were so rich that all others were
abandoned as unprofitable, and silver was so common
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that iron was worth at Potosf{ its weight in the former
metal. By the beginning of the seventeenth century
the mines of Peru were already yielding eleven mil-
lion pesos a year, and for a time overshadowed those
of Mexico and all others of the world. The natives
were compelled at the point of the sword to work for
their conquerors, all between the ages of eighteen and
fifty being required to labor in their turn for six
months in the mines, the task falling to the lot of
each individual at intervals of three and a half years.
Four natives out of five were supposed to perish an-
nually in these deadly tasks.

Let us now turn to Mexico, where it is a matter of
history that the Aztecs possessed large quantities of
gold and silver, which they wrought into objects of art
for the ornamentation of their persons, dwellings, and
temples. Montezuma made rich presents to Cortés,
requesting him not to visit his capital; and when the
Spanish captain, disregarding his wishes, entered Te-
nochtitlan, still more gold, silver, and what were sup-
posed to be precious stones were presented jo him.
Concealed treasures of immense value were afterward
found by the Spaniards, which they unsecrupulously
appropriated for themselves. The first expeditions
despatched to seek for gold, after the fall of Monte-
zuma’s empire, were those to Zacatula, and to Toch-
tepec and Malinaltepec. Both returned with gold
washed from the river sands.

As the conquest of the country progressed, the
conquerors were on the alert to discover the localities
-where the precious metals might be found. The first
regions examined were those of Guazpaltepec and
Xaltepec, and several years later the famous mine of
Morcillo, in Michoacan, was worked for a time with
success. This mine was said at a later date to have
disappeared in a mysterious manner. The Spaniards,
having no knowledge of mining methods, made use of
those employed by the Aztecs, which were little more
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than skimming the surface of the ground, or washing
the sands of the rivers. Their smelting apparatus
being imperfect, and their only means of increasing
the heat of their small furnaces being blow-pipes of
bamboo, we have the explanation why golden was
more common than silver jewelry. The latter metal
was not more sparsely distributed than gold, but more
difficult to detach from the ores. In the course of
time skilled miners from Spain introduced improve-
ments.

Reales de minas, or mining encampments, presently
sprang up everywhere, particularly in the northern
region. The discovery, in 1539, of the mineral lodes
of Tasco, Sultepec, Tzumpanco, Temazcaltepec, and
others toward the south, was followed, probably abcut
1548, by the finding of those of San Luis Potosi and
Zacatecas.

The crown favored the development of mining, ard
after 1526 permitted private persons, whether Span-
iards or natives, to engage in this industry, although
the mines nominally belonged to the crown. In order
to prevent abuses, however, certain officials, and all
friars and priests, were forbidden to participate. Every
possible protection was afforded, even to the extent of
providing that executions could be levied only against
the products, and not against the property, its imple-
ments, supplies, or slaves, unless for debts to the
crown. Miners could be imprisoned for debt only in
their own districts, and even then were granted a
partial freedom to look after their affairs. The roy-
alty payable to the crown never exceeded one tenth,
although efforts were repeatedly made to raise it to
one fifth. Vagrants, whether Spaniards or natives,
and criminals condemned to hard labor, were made to
work out their time in the mines. For Indians thus
working was secured, under strict regulations, a fair
rate of compensation, and the abuses to which they
had been subjected in the sixteenth century gradually
disappeared. Finally the system of paying the labor-
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ers by shares superseded the former one of wages, and
tended to promote the interests of both employers and
laborers. Indian miners were entitled to one bag of
ore per day, which sometimes would sell for one hun-
dred dollars.

With the methods of extracting the precious metals
at first in use, only rich ores returned a profit, espe-
cially in districts where fuel was scarce. The discov-
ery of the amalgamation process already alluded to
proved of great benefit to the mining industry.
Though two others have been given the credit of it, _
Bartolomé de Medina seems to be the one best en-
titled to the honor, but did not himself receive any
benefit from his invention. Ores formerly considered
worthless were now worked anew, and within five
years after the adoption of -this process the number of
reduction works was greatly increased, though as late
as 1805 one fifth of the entire yield of the mines
passed through the smelting furnace. The quicksil-
ver required for amalgamation came from Spain, and
was furnished exclusively by the royal tribunas de
azogues. This monopoly not only increased the rev-
enue, but also insured a closer supervision over the
mines and their products. The price of quicksilver
ranged from 187 pesos a quintal in 1590 to 41 pesos
for Spanish and 63 pesos for German quicksilver in
1777. Rewards were at one time offered for the dis-
covery of quicksilver deposits in the country itself,
but as they were never permitted to be worked, the
impression gained ground that there was no cinnabar
in New Spain, whereas it really existed in abundance.
Several of them were later worked by the crown at
considerable expense, but the business was declared
unprofitable.

In Mexico veins of silver ore usually run from the
northwest to the southeast, which circumstance ijs
always considered on filing a claim. The average
width of a vein is six feet, except on the Veta Grande
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- of Zacatecas, where it is from thirty to thirty-fivefeet,
the maximum bemor seventy-five feet. In some dis-
tricts, like Sonora and Chihuahua, the ore lies near
the surface, but such is not generally the case. Ar-
gentiferous ores near the surface are usually in the

" form of oxides, or combined with iron, chlorine, or
bromine, at greater depth retaining the condition of
su]phunc bases, and being found in connection with
pyrites, galena, or blende, the two latter predominat-
ing. The first class of ores is designated as colorado,
or red, and the other negro, or black. There has been
much exaggeration as to the richness of ores in Mex-
ico, the occurrcnce of large blocks of native silver be-
ing spoken of as frequent but the average yield is
from three to four ounces of silver to the one hundred
pounds of ore. The enormous returns are really due
to the great abundance of ore. Gold is obtained
chiefly from placers in Sonora and the northern

regions. In Oajaca it is found in rocks, but does not
pay to work. In other parts it is mixed with argen-
tiferous ores, yielding two ounces of gold to one hun-
dred pounds of rock.

The country also possesses large deposits of other
metals; iron in Colima, OaJaca Zacatecas, Jalisco,
and other districts; copper in Michoacan. Neither
of them, however, ylelded enough to justify the work-
ing of the mines in former tlmes when public atten-
tion was wholly given to the precious metals.

More apprecia.ted have been the quarries of tet-
zontli, found in the neighborhood of the city of Mex-
ico, and frequently used in its buildings. Salines
were worked in Jalisco, San Luis Potosi, Colima,
Oajaca, and elsewhere. This products being required
also for the amalgamation process, the management
of the deposits was placed under regulations in 1580,
and in later years temporarily reserved to the crown.

Early chronicles often mention the existence in New
Spain, of precious stones, There were supposed to bé
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deposits of sapphires; rubies and turquoises were
supposed to exist in Oajaca, and the crown was asked
for permission to work them ; but nothing came of it,
probably because the supposition proved unfounded.
The natives had in use a number of simple stones,
which they considered precious, and, for a time, were
held in the same estimation by the Spaniards, among
them being the oft-mentioned chalc¥ihuitztli or chal-
chihuite, resembling the emerald; but the mistake
was discovered, and the so-called emeralds, rubies,
and sapphires lost their value.

The mining industry attained its greatest develop-
ment in Mexico in the second half of the eighteenth
century, under the auspices of the Junta de Mineria,
already mentioned. The result of its operations was
an increase in the product, so that in the edrly part of

-the present century the average yield of the mines
was $23,000,000 a year, against less than $10,000,000
in the years preceding 1750, a little over $5,000,000 in
1700, an average of $3,000,000 in the preceding cen-
tury, and of $2,000,000 in the latter part of the six-
teenth, while before 1548 it reached only $1,500,000,
consisting mainly of presents and tributes. A per-
centage must of course be added for what was used
in utensils and ornaments, and for what was surrepti-
tiously exported. The increase was due to lower-
priced quicksilver, and to a more liberal colonial policy
which found its reward in a larger revenue; the
receipts from 1765 to 1789 amounting to $43,641,000.

The chief mineral districts were Guanajuato,
Catorce, and Zacatecas. The product of Guanajuato in
the eighteenth century, and to 1809, reached 37,290,-
617 marks of silver, and 88,184 marks of gold, valued
at $318,935,000, whereof the Valenciana mines con-
tributed in 1771 as mnch as $2,500,000; Catorce
yielded annually $4,000,000 from 1778 to 1810, and
the intendencia of San Luais Potosf, to which it
belonged, 92,736,294 marks of silver from 1556 to
1789, representing the sum of $788,258,000; Zaca-
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tecas produced from 1553 to 1732, $832,232,000; and
in 1808 it equalled Guanajuato, the yield of its Veta
Negra alone being 700,000 marks of silver in six
months.

At the very time when the mines were so gener-
ously rewarding the labor bestowed upon them, and
adding largely to the wealth of the world, the Mexi-
can revolution broke out, and the work of centuries
was completely undone. Machinery was destroyed,
mines became filled with water and débris; scientific
mining ceased, in many places, and in others miners
made use of a wasteful and irregular system. The
products of mining were reduced to one half. After
the independence the government endeavored to
revive the industi\?f, inviting foreign capital and labor
to coGperate. any foreigners, mostly English,
responded to the call, but threugh lack of skill or
mismanagement failed to obtain satisfactory results,
and retired from the field, after sustaining heavy
losses. Constant political disturbances superadded to
the expulsion of the Spaniards and the high price of
quicksilver, also retarded the mining industry. The
output from 1823 to 1852 has been computed, as per
statistics of the mints, at $401,000 000. Zacatecas
lcading with upwards of $120,000,000; Guanajuato
and Mexico following with about $90,000,000 and
$60,000,000 respectively ; next came San Luis Potosf,
Durango, and Jalisco from $25,000,000 down to :
319,000,000. The remaining districts yiclded less.
The total may be augmented by 82,000,000 a year of
unregistered products.

The eleven mints of the republic exhibit a percep-
tible increase of silver coinage. During the fiscal
year 1878 9 the total coinage was 322,821,183, of
which $658,206 was of gold pieces; in 1878-9, $24,
536,584 was coined, of which only $521,826 was gold;
in 1880-1, out of a total coinage of $24,973,712 only
8479,068 was of gold; in 1881-2, gold was repre-
sented by $452,590 out of $25,598,849 coined.
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Much attention has been paid in recent years to
mines of iron and coal, the working of which, with
the facilities of transportation afforded by railways,
must become an important and wealth producing
industry. By actual explorations it has been ascer-
tained that rich deposits of coal exist in Tlaxcala,
Oajaca, Michoacan, the Huasteca, Morelos, and es-
pecially in the districts of Matamoras, Chicutla, and
Acatlan in the state of Puebla. It is believed the
day is not distant when iron deposits will be utilized
in the manufacture of rails, wheels, and machinery.

Of the five republics of Central America, Honduras
is the best provided with mineral wealth. The min-
ing industry was a prominent one until thirty or
forty years ago, when political troubles led to its
abandonment. Since then, until very recent years,
no eflorts were. made to revive it, previous operations
being on a small scale, and with rude methods. Sil-
ver ores are abundant, and chiefly located on the
Pacific group of mountains, whereas the gold washings,
if not the gold mines proper, are on the Atlantic
slope.  Rich deposits of silver in variouscombinations
are found in Tegucigalpa, Choluteca, and Gracias.
The old mine of Coloal yielded 58 per cent of copper
and 78 to 84 ounces of silver to the ton; the ores of
the new Coloal yielded 8,470 ounces of silver per ton.

Only a few of the many gold mines of Honduras
have been worked. The chief supply of this' metal
has come from the washings of Olancho. The Guay-
ape and Jalad rivers, and the streams running into
them, are very rich in auriferous sands. The south-
ern districts bordering on Nicaragua also possess rich
placers. .In 1860, and for some preceding years, Hon-
duras exported bullion to the annual value of $400.-
000. The republic has also mines of copper, iron,
platina, cinnabar, zine, and coal. Very productive
opal deposits exist in Gracias, and amethysts are

found in Campuca. _ What is most needed to develop
C.B.—IV. 8
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these and other resources in Honduras is the element
that gives life to all industries at the present time,
and that is capital. Several companies have lately
been organized in the United States and Europe to
work the mines of Tagucigalpa, Yuscardn, and other
departments. ‘

Of Guatemala little has to be said on this subject.
However, the "Alotepec mountains yielded much sil-
ver in the eighteenth century. In Chiquimula the
Indians get gold from the river sands. Near Chol
have been found nuggets of 22 carats. In some
mines ores treated with quicksilver yielded.at the
rate of 8320 to the ton. Gold placers are worked in
Izabal, and Zunil has a quicksilver mine that the Ind-
ians work in secret. Several reports have lately been
made to the government regarding deposits of lead,
copper, silver, gold, cinnabar, coal, kaolin, marble,
coal, peat, lignite, and salt, and in 1888 a mineralog-
ical survey of the country was being mrade by order
of the government.

Nicaragua has immense wealth in minerals await-
ing development. Gold and silver are abundant, and
the whole northern frontier abounds in silver. The
gold veins come from the direction of Honduras, run-
ning along the cordillera to the San Juan river, where
they become ramified, meeting again in Costa Rica,
and the chief one crossing the Machuca river. The
gold is almost pure when washed out of river beds,
and more or less mixed with silver when found in the
earth. Especial mention is required of the districts
of Juigalpa ard Libertad, and of the famous mines
of Jicaro near Trinidad, of Santa Rosa, Achupa, San
Francisco, etc. The whole upper region of the Coco
river is also rich. Though mines of Nicaragua are
excellent, they are of little advantage, owing to the
ignorance of the miners, and their unwillingness or
inability to abandon old methods. There are like-
wise deposits of gvpsum, marble, alabaster, lime, salt-
petre, etc.  Sulphuris also found pure at times, The
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‘laws of Nicaragua, like those of the other republics,
are favorable to the working of mines by foreigners as
well as natives. '

In Salvador there are no mines of precious metals
outside of the Honduras mountain region. Those of
San Miguel, bordering on Honduras, are well known,
and some of them have been worked on alarge scale,
and to advantage. The Tabanco mines yielded as
much as 2,537 ounces of silver to the ton of ore.
Their products were $1,000,000 a year, though
worked rudely, and without machinery. The yield
of the best one was $2,000,000 a year. The republic
possesses likewise mines of iron near Santa Ana, and of
brown coal in the valley of the Lempa, and in the
valleys of some of its tributaries, over a region of
100 miles in length by 28 miles in breadth.

Costa Rica has less mining wealth than her sister
republics, but rich gold mines are supposed to exist
near Panamd. Foreigners work to some advantage
gold deposits in the Aguiate mountains and Cuesta
del Jocote. The country has also mines of silver,
copper, nickel, zinc, iron, lead, and coal.

The gold and silver yield of the five republics from
1804 to 1868 has been computed at $13,800,000 of
the former, and $7,400,000 of the latter. Their later
product is roughly calculated at $300,000 of gold and
$200,000 of silver a year. Large quantities of the
precious metals were illegally exported in colonial
times, through Belize and the “Mosquito coast, only
one third of the product reaching the royal mint. The
superintendent of the old mint calculated the coinage
of gold and silver for the 15 years anterior to 1870 at
82,193,832, and for the 15 subsequent years at $3,810,-
332. He estimated the actual product at ten times
the amount coined in these thirty years, but this is
probably exaggerated.

The richest mines of the isthmu