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MINUTES.

(]

ApvocaTE HaRBOR,
Saturday Morning, July 10th, 1880,

The Nova Scotia Eastern Association assembled in its Thirtieth
Annual Session at 10 o’clock, A. M. i

Religious exercises were conducted by Rev. J. F, Kempton,
Moderator, during which the list of delegates was prepared by
the Clerk.

LIST OF DELEGATES.

Advocate Harbor,—Rev. J. F. Kempton, Deacons A. W, McLellan,
gagob Spicer, Eben Field, Brethren Capt. Wm. Knowlton, and R. W,

picer. ,
Tracadie,—Brother A. W. Jordan, Licentiate.

Folly Lake,—~Rev.T. B. Layton.

. Upper Londonderry,—Rev. M. P. Freeman. ‘

. Great Village,—Revs. M. P. Freeman and T. B. Layton.
Wentworth,—Rev. T. B. Layton. _
Ambherst,—Rev. D. A. Steele, and Rev. Wm. George.,

Williamsdale and Millvale—Rev. D. McLeod.

Pugwash,—Rev. H. Bool.

Lower Economy,—Brethren Charles McLellan, and Daniel Stewart.

Parrsboro’,—Rgy. J. F. Kempton, Deacons Samuel Spencer, F. L.
Jenks, and Brother Elijah Spencer,

o West Brook,—Deacons Stephen Roscoe, J. T. Blenkhorn, aud Bro.

H. Mills.

Maccan,~Deacon Wm. Blenkhorn.

Goshen,—Rev. A. Freeman.

Portaupique,—Deacons George Davidson, John Robingon, Brethren
Andrew Thompson and Robinson Thomson.

Truro,—Rev. J. E. Goucher. .

River Hebert,—Rev. Isaac R. Skinper, and Btother John Barnes,

Tsaac’s Harbor,~Rgv. A. Freeman. Lod

2nd St. Mary's,—Rev. A. Freeman.

Diligent River,—Rev. J. F. Kempton, and Brother T. Bently.

Delegate from Western Association,~—Rev. L. M. Weeks.

Delegates Central Association,—Rev. Charles Tu D. D., and
Deacon 8. mn. : i

Tnvited,—Deacon Israel Broderick, Brother Michael Atkinson, and

. Rev. E. M. Kierstead. ’ v

o
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The ballot having been taken for Moderator, the Rev. J. E.
Goucher was declared clected.

Revds. M. P. Freeman and Augustus Freeman were appointed
Secretaries ; Dro. Robt. Spiéer was appointed Treasurer, and Rev.
T. B. Layton, Assistant Treasurer.

After prayer by Rev. Chas. Tupper, D. D., the following com-
mittees were appointed :— '

NOMINATION AND ARRANGEMENT.—Révds. J. F. Kempton, T. B.
Layton, L. M. Weeks, Brethren A. McLellan, and R. Spicer.

To EXAMINE AND READ Lurters.—Revds. H. Bool, D. A. Steele,
and L. R. Skinner.

(QUESTIONS IN Lerrers. —Revds. Charles Tupper, D. D., and Wm.
George.

The letter from Advocate Harbor was then read, which was
followed by the reading of lotters from other churches, until the

» Committee qu Nomination and Arrangements were' prepared to
report in part, which report was adopted : <

Your Committee present partial report.’

1st. Time of Meeting.—They recommend that the morning service
commence at 10 olclock and close at 12, noon. That the afternoon
session commence at 2.30 o’clock, and close at 5 o'clock. That the
evening session commence at 7.30. .

_and. * That a prayer-meeting be held each morning from 9.15 to
10 o'clock. )

3rd. They further recommend that the order of business to-day
be as follows : Morning and afternoon sessions reading of letters and
general business ; evening gession, 1st, report of Committee on Teru-
perance ; 2nd, addresses by Bro. R. Thompson, and others.

4th. Your Committee further recommend the following
SABBATEL APPOINTMENTS.

Advocate, Baptist Church—10.30 A. M. Rev. Dr. Tupper.
2.30 P.M. Rev. John E. Goucher. *
7.30 P.M. Rev. Wm. George.

Advocate, Methodist Church—10.30 A. M. Rev. D. A. Steele.
7.30 P. M. Rev. L. M. Weeks.

Spencer’s Island—Rev. L. R. Skinner.

Eatonville—10.30 A. M. Rev. T. B. Layton.
300 P. M. A.W.Jordan, (Lic).

_ Apple River—10.30 A. M. Rev. Augustus Freeman.
- “_Salem—3.00 P. M. Rev. Augustus Freeman.

rethren R. Thompson, T. B. Layton, and H. Bool were ap-
pointed Committee orr Temperance. A "

_“The session closed with prayer by Rev. A. Freeman.
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Suturduy—Afternoon Session.

The afternoon session was opened with prayer by Rev. L. M.

Weeks.
The reading of letters was resumed.

The 261st hymn in the Psalmist was then sung, and prayer
offered by Deacon, Israel Broderick.

Rev. Wm. George and the Moderator of the Association were
appointed Committee on Circular Letter,

The Committee on Nomination and Arrangements reported
further.

The first clause of the report was received, when it was resolved
that the report be referred back to the Committee for further
amendment.

Committee on Circular Letter reported that they had examined "
the Circular Letter and recommend that it be read.

Resolved, That Brothers A. E. McKeen, Hance Mills, William
Faulkner, and Chas. Whidden, be delegates from this Association to
the Convention, :

Resolved, that Revs. J. E. Goucher, H. Bool, and J. F. Kempton, be
delegates to the next session of the Western Association and that
any of the ministering brethren who may attend the next session of
the Central Association be delegates from this body.

Committee on Nominations and Arrangements reported :
They recommend the appointment of the following Committees :

O~ Epucation.—Revds. D. A. Steele, A. Freeman, Dr. Tupper,
Deas. George Davidson and A. McLellan.

ON Missions.—Revds. Wm. George, T. B. Layton, D. McLeod,
Dea. L. Broderick, Brethren R. W. Spicer-and E. Spencer.

ON DENOMINATIONAL LITERATURE.—Revds. L. M. Weeks, M. P,
Freeman, Dea. John Robinson, and Bro. A. Thompson.

ON 8aBBATH ScHOOLS.—Revds. H. Bool, I. R. Skinner, Brethren A,
W. McLellan, and J. Barnes.

They recommend that the Associational Sermon be preached by
Rev. H. Bool on Monday morning, and that the reading of the Cir-
cular Letter follow. That the report of Committee on Edueation be
presented Monday afternoon, followed By addresses by Revds. D. A.
Steele, A. Freeman, and others,

That the report of Committee on Missions be presented on Monday
evening, and that it be followed by addresses by Revds. W. George,
H. Bool, and others on Foreign Missions; and that the subject of
Home Missions be spoken to by Rev. J. E. Gouchér, A. W. ordan,
(Lic.), and others.

No request having been made for the next meeting of the Asso-
ciation, it was ;

Resolved, That the Moderator and the Secretary be directed to
secure a pfnce for the next Annual Meeting of this bod, e
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f Rev. H. Bool then presented the report of Committee on
Sabbath Schools, and, after animated addresses by Brethren H.
?001, T. B. Layton, G. Davidson, I. Broderick, Dr. Tupper, W.
3eorge, M. P. Freeman, and A. Freeman, it was adopted, and the
session closed with prayer by Rev. L. M. Weeks. (See App. A.)

Saturday— Evening Session.

The evening session was conducted by Rev. J. F. Kempton, in
the absence of the Moderator. A hymn was sung, and prayer was
offered by Rev. A. Freeman.

Bro. R. Thompson then presented report of Comnfittee on Tem-
perance, and, after music by the choir, delivered a very interesting
address, and was followed by Rev. A. Freeman, A. W. Jordan,
(Lic.), Brethren Wm. Blenkhorn, Andrew Thompson, Geo. David-
son, and A. Wi McLellan. On motion, the report was adopted.
(See Appendix B.)

0 Monday— Morning Session.

The morning session was opened with usual preliminary exercises
at 10 o’clock. Prayer was offered by Rev. J. E. Goucher. After
the singing of a hymn, the Annual Sermon was delivered by Rev.
H. Bool, from Songs of Solomon ii. 15. \

The Moderator having taken the chair, prayer was offered- by
Dea. 8. Selden.

Moved, that Rev. E. M. Kierstead be appointed on Committee
on Education.

Minutes of previous meeting were read and approved.

The Circular Letter was then read by the writer, Rev. D. A.
Steele, after which the following' motion was carried :

Resolved, That the Circular Letter just read be adopted by this
body, and published in the Minutes and Christian Messenger, and that
the pastors, or deacons, be requested to read the same before their
respective churches as soon as possible after it is printed ;

. Further Resolved, That Bro. Bool be requested to forward his Ser-
. mon to the Christian Messenger for publication.

The reading of letters was then resumed.

Moved and carried that the Secretaries of this Association be
. directed to secure the printing of 1,200 copies of the Minutes of
this Association, reserving the usual number of copies for the: use
of the next session of the body. N
;. The Moderator presented a letter from the Board appointed by
_ the Convention for the management of the Ministerial Relief and
Aid Fund, located in Halifax, asking the Board of the Infirm
Ministers’ Fund of the Association to transfer their funds to that
Board when proper arrangements shall have been perfected.
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By resolufion, the time was extended ten minutes, as the time
for adjournment had arrived.

Resolved, That the Board of the Infirm Ministers’ Fund be re-ap-
pointed, and be instructed to consult with the Convention Board
concerning the contemplated arrangement, and, when that arrange-
ment is completed, to hand over their funds and other property to
the said Convention Board.

BoArD or INviRM MINITERS' Fuxp—Revds. D. A. Steele, M. P.
Freeman, J. F. Kempton, G. F. Miles, J. E. Goucher, Deacons Moses
Lowe, and Wm. Read. Wm. Read, Treasurer.

Closed with prayer by Rev. D. A. Steele.

v
Monday—Afternoon Session.

The 346th hymn was sung, and prayer was offered by Rev. Wm.
George. g

Moved that the Treasurer of this Association be requested to pay
over the monies received for the various benevolent o{ajects to the
Rev. Dr. Day, Treasurer of the Convention Fund of/his Province,

Rev. Charles Tupper, D. D., presented the following resolution,
which was adopted. .

Whereas. From many of our churchies considerable numbers are
reported as ‘ non-resident members,” and it.is obviously desirable
that these should be directly connected with the Baptist churches
within whose bounds they reside;

Therefore resolved, That the Pastors and Secretaries of the churches
to which such persons belong be affectionately requested to put forth
strenuous efforts, by correspondence with them and the Baptist
ministers where they severally reside, to induce them to request
dismissions, and to unite with the respective churches near their
present residence. .

Rev. D. A. Steele presented the report of the Committee on
Education, and, after a motion that it be adopted, briefly addressed
the meeting, and was followed by Revds. E. M. Kierstead, A.
Freeman, M. P. Freeman, ). McLeod, Wm. George, Brethren §..
Selden and G. Davidson. (See Appendix C.)

The reading of letters was then completed.

Moved that Bro. Selden be requested to prepare a bound volume
of Minutes of Association from 1869 to date, and present his
account at the next session-of Association. 3

Leave of absence was granted to Rev. D. A. Steele at his request.

Moved that Rev. M. P. Freeman be requested to look after the
church at Pictou during the year, and advise with Rev, D, Freeman
in the matter.

Motion for adjournment having been carried, the session closed
with prayer by Rev. E. M, Kierstead.:
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Mopday— Evening Session.
Opened with prayer by Rev. J. F. Kempton.
Minutes of previous sessions read and approved.
Moved that the Rev. E. M. Kierstead be appointed to audit the
account of the Treasurer of this Association.
The Committee on Nomination and Arrangement reported in
part:
- They recommend that the order of Tuesday morning session be as
follows :
18t. Report of Treasurer.
2nd. Finalreport of Committee on Nomination and Arrangements.
3rd. Report of Committee on Denominational Literature.

Rev. Wm. George then presented report of Committee on Mis-
sions, and, after a motion to receive, in an interesting address
described the system of Buddhism, and the nature and results of
mission work among the Burmese. Addresses were then delivered
by Revds. H. Bool, Dr. Tupper, J, E. Goucher, and A. W. Jordan,
(Lic.), and the Report was adopted. (See Appendix D.) .

Leave of absence ‘was granted to Rev. Dr. Tupper, and Bro.
Hans Mills. ‘

Resolved, That the thanks of this Association be tendered to the
brethren and friends of Advocate and vicinity, who have so kindly
agg generously elntertained the delegates during this session of the

y.

Prayer was offered by Bro McLeod, and a most interesting session
of the Association was closed with the benediction.

Tuesday—Morning Session.

The session commenced with religious exercises.

Minutes of previous gssion read and approved.

Final report of Committee on Nomination and Arrangement
was presented :

They recommend that the Rev. D. A. Steele preach the Associa-
‘tional Sermon, and that Rev. J. E. Goucher be his alternate ; and that
Rev. J. J. Armstrong write the Circular Letter.

That the following be the Committees for the year ensuing :

*ON Missions.—Revds. M. P. Freeman, John E. Goucher, and H.
Eagles.

O~ EpucatioN.—Revds. D. A. Steele, J. J. Armstrong, and R. H-
Bishop.

ON DENOMINATIONAL LiTERATURE—Revds. C. H. Martell, A, W.
Barss, and I. R. Skinner. ;

O~ QuestioNs IN Lerrers.—Revds. J. F. Kempton, and T. B.
Layton. ’

ON TEMPERANCE—Revds. A. Freeman, G. F. Miles, and D. McLeod.
ON 8aBBATH 8cHOO18.—Revds. D. W, Crandall, and H. Bool,
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ON NOMINATION AND ARRANGEMENT.—The Pastor of the church
with which the Association shall be held, and then to be enlarged as
necessary.

Report adopted.

- Rev. T. B. Layton next presented report of Treasurer of Asso-
ciation,

Rev. L. M. Weeks presented report of Committee on Denomi-
national Literature. On motion it was received to be passed clause
by clause, and was so received, and then adopted as a whole.
(See Appendix E.)

Rev. E. M. Kierstead stated that the report of Treasurer had been
audited and found correct.

An account presented by Rev. J. F. Kempton for stationery,
&c., was received and ordered to be paid.

Moved that the Treasurer of the Infirm Ministers' Fund be
requested to supply a statement of the funds at the disposal of
that Board in time to be printed in the Minutes of the Association,
(See Appendix F.)

On motion, the Association adjourned to meet at 10 o’clock on
the 2nd Saturday in July, 1881, at such place as may be provided
by the Committee in charge of the matter, and the sessions closed
with prayer by Rev. A. Freeman.

J. E. GoucHER, Moderator,
M. P. Freemaxn, | .,
A. FREEMAN, } Qlerke,
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CIRCULAR LETTER

The Annual Letter to the Churches.

{ THE CIRCULAR LETTER OF THE N. S. EASTERN ASSOCIATION, TO
THE CHURCHES OF WHICH IT IS COMPOSED.

. | Dear Brethren,—

The subject of our Annual Epistle is one to which we commend
your prayerful attention, viz : ’

DEFECTION FROM CHRIST.

a To any obsen’ing Christian, it must often have been a source of
| gorrow to see so many dropping out of the ranks of the militant host.
Some who seemed destined to be specially useful, who apparently
possessed not only talent, but that which sanctifies all talent, 8pir-
itual-mindedness, have soon succumbed to the adverse influences
bearing upon them. Others have during a longer period, borne
some fruit, when mildew has fallen upon them, and checked further
productiveness. There are instances, not a few, in which
members of our churches have continued in the Christian
course for ten, twenty, or thirty years, and after all, have belied
their profession, and stained the record of a life-time.  So frequently
have these instances ‘ presented themselves, that the Arminian
view of “falling away,” has necessarily suggested itself as being
at least tinctured with probability. There is, indeed, & side of
| ¢ truth to it. Wherein, we are led to inquire, lies the difference
|| between the two great systems ? A proportion of those reeeived
into Arminian churches “ fall away,” and the system recognizes
the fact as a doctrine. A proportion of our own converts in like-
manner “fall away,” but we strenuously urge that the doctrine
is not true. It is not true that a person can be regenerated more
than once, but it is a melancholy fact that each body loses a large
number of its converts. The Saviour declares that “if a man
do not abide in Him he is cast forth as a branch and is withered.”
(Jobn xv. 1-6.) It is better for us to face the truth that Jesus
utters, that the branch not bearing fruit is dead, no matter to what
| church he may have been united.
~ Not impugning for a single instant the doctrine of the complete
salvation of those regenerated by the Holy Spirit, the question till
t the multitudes ‘who. have been baptized, and
th ns? What becomes of those ¢ who fora
time of temptation fall away ?”
recognize its existence, let us ask -
3
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WHAT CONSTITUTES RELIGIOUS DEFECTION ?

There may be no open departure from the ranks. Unlike the
familiar illustration in which the politician actually leaves his party,
the Christian may be there in presence, while his spirit is not engaged
in the work of the Master. Spiritual defection includes a weakene
ing in the grasp with which eternal realities are held. A man may
gradually relax his hold, until he cannot tell whether he has a real
grip of them or not. It is true, he may delude himself by the sound
of certain words he utters in public or in private; but how much of
his religious phraseology is * words, words, and nothing more.” If
once in a while, he were to ask, what do I mean by all this, there
would be some hope @f him. But alas! how many of our people
are steadily yielding to the world in the various forms in which it
presents itself to their desires! One is drawn away by pleasures
such as no child of God ought to need, &c., dancing, or gambling, or
is found in the company of sinners in the bar room, or at the
horse race. Another is carried away by that which in its
just measure is laudable and right, but which pursued to excess
“ drowns men in destruction and perdition.” (1 Tim.vi.9.) He may
by simply over-attention to business, * choke the seed of the king-
dom, so that it becomes unfruitful.”

A man may cease to exist as a chureh member while he is an up-
right, industrious merchant, farmer, mechanic, or professional man.
His name may remain on the roll of membership through the gest
of his life, and he be in the condition of the people at Sardis ; * Thou
hast a name that thou livest and art dead!” (Rev.iii. 1.) This
is spiritual defection, defection from the life and power of the
gospel, while yet the individual may retain his place in the church,

But a clearer line of division is drawn when from any cause
members forsake their brethren. Denominational defection, when
one who has been brought up a Bagtist, or has professed to put’ on
Christ among us, is not so much to be deplored. When Baptists go ‘
over to other bedies, holding more lax discipline, or none at all, it
is a high testimony to the purity of our principles. Our churches |
will always, we trust, be too hot to hold those who openly serve the
Devil. Besides, it is no loss to have the unspiritual go where they
belong. Judas Maccabeus, on the eve of one of his battles, sifted
his army of its timid members, and with reduced bands complet.:lls
routed the foe. Our tears need not be shed over these, but should
be reserved for that increasing company in the borders of all our
churches, who, by their follies, their perversities, or their sins, ha ;
placed themselves nowhere. It is a common story to any of us who.
have an extended experience, that charges ot transgression are
brought against a brother or a sister, then the following investigatior
then' the feelings of pride and resentment-aroused, then the cavil
and quibbling of the accused party and his friends; and finally the
withdrawal of fellowship, There are, no doubt, oecaanl:x iy it :

* cious action and offensive words part of the ch
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nature will assert itselt in the most sacred associations. But gener-
ally, the body of Christ is loth to hear an evil report of one of its
members, slow to take action, and averse to affix the penalty. Asa
general thing, not until every means has heen tried, is the offender
castout. RBut once outside the fold, he broods over his disgrace,
magnifies or distorts all the proceedings against him ; imagines there
is no friendship to him now, and throws himself into the camp of the
enemy.

Take another common illustration, in which one brother has been
_{ injured by another. He refers it to the church. They adjudicate
i | as best they can, The resultis that one of the brethren is dissatis-

| fied, declares that he cannot walk any longer with so unjust a
people, and withdraws himself from their fellgwship. Such a course
is as illogical as it is unchristian ; but it is a source of defection
from which few of our churches are exempt. |

- Many other illustrations of this sad theme will suggest themselves.
| Perhaps it is unnécessary to extend them. ‘

! THE PRACTICAL EFFECT.

The advance of the Kingdom is everywhere retarded by these
examples of what the Gospel seemingly fails to accomplish. In
i every hamlet of the land, men are questioning the power of Christi-
| | anity, because of the failure of its professcrs to manifest any true
| | idea of what it demands. A person who thinks at all, as he sees so
many relapsing into their former state, naturally says: * I fear to
unite with a church, to. make a profession which I may belie in the
| | course of a few months or years.” Or, he may reason that the
| | periodical influxes into the churches are not all they appear
to be. Again, and again, he has scen the process repeated, with
the same resalts, multitudes at such times glorying in the cross,
and in the interyening seasons by their conduct, trampling it beneath
their feet. (Phil. iii. 18.) :

It ought to be a standing argument for our steadfastness, that any
defection on our part from the life and power of godliness may be
an effective means of hindering men from entering into the
kingdom of heaven.

CAN THE EVIL BE MITIGATED ?

Prevented wholly, it cannot be. The “sow that was washed "
must return “to her wallowing in the mire.” (2 Peterii. 20-22.)
But there may be sheep going astray, and there should rise within
s the desire to go after them, the blessed impnlsion ot love to the
brethren —the feeling born of the Holy Ghost, akin to that with
which the Great Master looked upon Peter (Luke xxii. 61), and sent
to him the message of the Resurrection. (Mark xvi. 7.)

Let us beware of the spirit of the ancient Pharisee, which:looks
loftily down upon those who have fallen, those who have wandered
off into the inviting fields of worldliness, or those who have simply
- cooled from the fervor of their first love. We, the spiritual, must
not despise them, the unspiritual. We sometimes excuse ourselves
i % i
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by saying that we cannot drag them along. But who draws us

along—bears with us—even when we are very froward? “We

cannot spend our time upon them.” But who bears  patiently with

us, saying. “ Behol] I stand at the door and knock " —waiting long

days until we give Him full possession of our heart ? Having by

their conduct alienated themselves, we suppose that we are not

bound to take further care of them. The exclamation, “ Am I my

brother's keeper 7" may not be audible, but the sentiment is imbedded
in our practice.

We would appeal to you, beloved brethren and sisters, to
exercise the spirit of the Master. Go to the wanderer from the
fold, and beseech him to return. ¢ Brethren, if any one among
you do err from the truth, and one convert him, let him know that
he who converteth the sinner from the erfor of his way shall save
a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.” (James v.
19, 20.)  This exhortation is particularly appropriate to the subject.
The * sinner ” of the last verse is the “ erring brother” of the
preceding. Tf we bring him into the household again, the reward
will be ours which is due the traveller who chafes into life his
benumbed companion. ‘ Could we not approach the brother wastin;
his energies upon foolish indulgence, and make a kindly suggestion
Is it impossible to gain the ear of the man of business, who is neg-
lecting his privileges, and forgetting his vows to God and his
brethren, and invite his presence and his aid? Money these brethren
sometimes freely supply, but money will not purchase exemption from
the conflict. There are no substitutes in this warfare. * They must
be invited back to their Christian duties, and warmly urged to return
to the Father's house. We are aware that much discrimination and
tact are needed in thus dealing with our cooled-off brethren, but we
should be encouraged by the promised aid of the Holy Spirit. We
may also rest assured that we will find a response wherever a spark
of grace remains. These very brethren may be awaiting our
approach. e

At all events, let us bear them in mind: let us ponder their |
miserable condition. Thé instincts of brotherly affection will be
aroused ; we will cry unto the Lord on their behalf, and the joy will
be ours, the peculiar, sacred satistaction of seeing brethren who for
long years have wasted their energies, return to the Shepherd and
bishov of their souls, and to their place in His fold. »
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y Date of
NAME. Place of residence. Ordinatioh. Place of Ordination.

Rev. D.A. Steele...... ...... Ambherst. ..... 1865 Wolfville.

“# @. F. Miles...... ..|Amherst. 1846 Newcastle, N. B.

“ J.J. Armstrong........|Oxford. .... 1874 Greenville.

‘“ J. F. Kempton.. ..|Parrsboro’....... < 1864 ra, C. B.

‘“ R. H. Bishop.. ..|Brookfield, Col. Co.... 1879 Upper Stewiacke.

“ A.'W. Barss ..|C 1855 .|Lunenburg.

“ J. C. Spurr ..|Cow Bay, C. B. 1879 Cow Bay.

¢ A. Freeman ..|Isaac’s Harbor, 1880 Melrose, Guysbero’ Co.

¢ M. P. Freman, . |Great Village. 1863 Bedeque, P. E. I

¢ H. Eagles. St. Mary's.... 1842 Kempt, Hants Co.

“ P. R. Foster. N. E. Margaree, 1868

‘ D. McKeen PXA T r— 1864 River Hebert.

“ Saml. Thomp

“ Edwin Clay, ﬂ) B
“ D. W. C. Dimock..
¢ T.B. Layton....
“ F. O. Weeks,,
‘“ Obed Chute...

v 'I‘aumugouche 1864 Carridock, N. B.
..[North Sydney.. 1876 Windsor.
..Onslow...... .. 1878 Opslow.
..[Pugwash..... @ 1869 Coatbridge, G. B.

1869 r% etown, N. B.
v 2 West rook, Cum, Co.
. Pugwa.sh ............. 1851 Pugwash.
o 1841 Chester.

Great Village. ,. 1872 Musquash, N. B.
..|Sydney, C. B.. 1876 Caledonia, Queens Co
pper Stewiacke ...... 1850 Wentworth.
LICENTIATES.

Arthur Chute, Upper Stewiacke.

Ed. G. Sibley, Lower Btewiacke.
James Morrison, Onslow.

John Hutchinson, Parrsboro’.

C. A, Ha.rrlngton Sydney.

A. W. Jordan, Jeddore.

H. B. Rushwn Westchester Lake, Cumberland Co.
LC. Archlbald Upper Stewiacke.
Caleb Hunciugdon Grand Mira, C. B.
Wm. McKenzie, West Bay, C. B.

A, H. Deakins, Sydue)

Moneys reported by Churches, appropna.ted during the Year.

CaurcHEs. *

swoH

_wagay

® Total.

of
¢

“SUOSSTI
P
TeLSTUI

‘uoyEINPHE
“BIISTULI
L =

........ $3862........

$371 16
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APPENDIX.

(4)
Report of Committee on Sabbath Schools.

Your committee beg leave to report that they rejoice in the
generai special interest taken in Sabbath Schools this year by the
whole Protestant world. j

The Sabbath School Convention of Colchester and Cumbérland
are making arrangements to celebrate the Centenary in unison with
christians on both sides of the Atlantic. A meeting is to be held |
at Great Village in September.

Your committee deeply regret that the great work of Sabbath |
School teaching does not hold that high position in the estimation
of our people that it deserves. They earnestly ask the prayers of
God's people on its behalf. They also hope thatthis interesting
period in the history of the institution will be marked as the
starting point of renewed efforts on the part of our churches.

Respectfully submitted,
H. Boovr, Chairman.

(B)
Report of Committee on Temperance. *

1. Your committee on temperance beg to report that they
consider the question one of vast importance, demanding the serious
consideration and unswerving support of every christian.

2. It was one of the three subjects, and second in consideration,
preached by the Apostle Paul before Felix, and is, in the opinion
of your committee, clearly taught and earnestly advocated in the
Word of God.

3. With these facts-before us, we must consider temperance as
a part of our religion, and therefore should regard it as demanding
a share ot our time and efforts.

While we regret- that intemperance is still carrying on its deadly
work, we are pleased to know that the question of total abstin
is receiving from year to year more attention from the
churchss as they meet in annual session for denominational
ness, and also in our halls of legislation. We recognize in
important work, the efforts put forth by Sons of Temperance
Good Templars, powerful agencies in advancing this gl
cause, and in the education of the public mind in reference to
question. Much good en effected by the Wor
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Dominion Alliance for the total suppression of the liquor traffic,
the special object of which is to centralize and mould public
opinion_on the subject of prohibition.

While your committee rejoice in reporting the attention thus
given, and the progress made through these various instrumental-
ities, we regret to find many of the prominent members of our
churches still stand alonf from active work in this cause, or even
from enrolling their names in a femperance organization.

Your committee are pleased to know that many churches in our
denomination have discontinued the use uf intoxicating wine at
the communion table, and would most earnestly admonish or
request others to do likewise.

Respectfully submitted,
R. Tuompsox, Chairman.

©
i
Report of Committee on Education.

During the last decade, the Institutions of learning connected with
our Denomination have been placed in a position which is gratifying
to contemplate.  Modern structures, well adapted for the purposes
for which they are designed, have been eredted, these are equipped
with the latest improvements, and much has been done for the con-
venience of the instructors, and the comfort of the stpdents. It
must be borne in mind, however, that perfection in the equipment
of our higher schools is always in the distance. No College in any
country is ever considered finished. There is always abundance of
room for improvement ; and your committee would urge upon the peo-
ple out of whose heart the College sprang, not to slack their hand in
giving, so that any vecessaryew thing may be at once provided.

We should take a just pride in keeping our Seminaries of learn-
ing in a high state of efficiency.

‘The work done will bear comparison with that of older instifu-
‘tions in America. The governing body \aim to secure a cound
training, (rather than a superficial) and in this, are fully aided by
the instructors in the different departments. i

. Your Committee would emphasize the fact that in the listory of

. the College, the blessing of the Lord has been openly and constant-
ly manifested in the salvation of the pupils. Not in isolated instan’
ces, but so frequently that we can point to it as a general occurrence,
have the influences of heaven descended.. Many have been there

. convinced of the absolute meed of the wisdom that 'cometh from
.above, and have sought and found that which is far above evéry in-

_ tellectugl attainment. As in the past, so for the future, the: Dénomin-
ation must look for her pastors and teachers, and cultured men and
woren, to come forth from these walls. :

‘We bave at last that great desideratum, a. Female Seminary.

n bui ) :

After o quarter of a century
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length arisen. It has been comfortably fitted for the- reception of
pupils, and we can recommend the echool for .young women to
all those who desire to give their daughters the advantages of &
higher education. y

Your Committee are glad to learn that in all the departments,
a good degree of proficiency has been attained during the past year.
There have been 70 in attendance at the College, abont the same
number in the Male Academy, and 60 at the Ladies' Seminary.
The studies in these departments have been successfully pursued.
Classes in Theology have been instructed, and the professors feel
that more effort should be made to call the attention of the young
men to this department ?

In conclusion, your Committee would express regret that some
officer of the Institutions is not present at this Association.
It seems to us that, in order to keep the bond c'osely interwoven be=
tween the Institutions and the people, there should always be a repre«
sentative at our denominational gatherings. ;

D. A. SteeLe, Chairman,

(D)
Report of Committee on Missions,

Your Committee on Missions beg to report their deep sense of our
responsibility as a denomination in this' regard : whatever success
may have crowned our efforts hitherto, it is not yet time to stay
our hand. From the day of Pentecost down through the centuries,
the Baptist Church has been fired by missionary enthusiasm, and
she has been weak or mighty in proportion as this sacred flame has
burned dimly or brightly :—in other words Christ has to a large
extent committed the propagation of the Gospel to His people. and
the results have ever been proportioned to their efforts. His Word
does not return unto Him void. b

By a remarkable chain of Providences, God has led us to occupy
the land of the Telogoos, a people without God, perishing in their
idolatry. He has given us as misssionaries, young men and women |
who grew up in our homes, were led to Jesus by the influences
operating in our churches, and whose missionary zeal developed in,
and by means of the religious atmosﬂbere surrounding them. The
offspring and representatives of our churches, their success or failure,
their joy or sorrow is ours by the tenderest of sympathies, Hence our
delight that God has shown them so much honor. Even during the
first years of their labor, already schools have been gathered, exten-
sive fields of labor surveyed, the most promising points of attack
noted, and some souls won to Christ,

But now the sad tidings come that our dear sister Arm
has been prostrated by disease, and that Bro. Armstrong must
pany be % v
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servants of God will now pray especially that He who has been
with them dyring these long years, will in a particular manner be
with them now, and that He will care for their work while they are
recruiting. Nor will you forget those that still remain in the field
whose duties are now increased. :

Our Home Mission work is not second in importance to any
other. Each church should regard itself as set up by the Lord
for the purpose of extending His Kingdom, and each disciple should
consider it his especial duty to lead men to Christ both by teaching
and contributing as God has prospered him.

'We would urge, therefore, upon all the churches in this Associa-
tion the necessity of enlarged benevolence, that our missionary efforts
be not crippled. We would urge it upon each disciple that he
place himself in the fullest harmony with his Lord, in this respect,
and would urge it upon each pastor that he be a wise leader to his
people in these matters that so immediately pertain to the salvation
of men and to the glory of our Redeemer.

Respectfully submitted,
W, GBORGE’ Chairman.

(F)
W. M. REID in account with INFIRM MINISTERS’ FUND.

1880. CR.
June 30. Invested in Dominion Savings’ Bank.........weeerr.i$196 36
Amount not invested.eeeesies sessessicoseecanssone cesreesee O 20
Amount in Treasurer’s hands.......ccceeenrreneens w196 56

1880. Dr.
June 8 Cash paid Mrs. James Meadows.......ve vecerern vawesvuss $10 00
POBLAEO o xonssasssssesssessassnansnesssova T — corsisansune 0 o5
$10 o5

W. M. READ.
Ambherst, July 8, 1880.

THE EAsTERN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION in account with T. M. Kixg,
(Trustee of Pictou Meeting House Fund).

o180
Juljsr 8Z'> By balance rendered at date........ daaviuse Sdnesiia wiienggiz 13
1

July 7.' By interest One Year......oueeesieenmenseesronssoscerensens 34 32

Amount due Association at dateﬁb 45

. ’ T. M. Kinag, Trus
$100.00 of the above amount was loaned during the year to the
Home Missionary Union, and paid by them to the Barney’s River
eongregation, Pictou County, to pay off the debt on their Meeting
4 fﬂg'loa‘for their security, having taken a deed of the
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Amberst ..o ininmie s
Amberst, Beulah .,
Ambherst Shore .
Advocate Harbor .
Antigouish. . . ..
Brookfield. .
Cow Bay, C. B.
Dlh,gene River,
Five Islands &

Great Villuge
Greenville. .

Parrsboro’ Vlllu.ge
lr;omupgque
ugwash......
8t. Mary’s 1st. ..
St. Mary’s 2nd. .
Sydne ey

Williamsdale and Millwlle
Tsaag's Harbor.

Indian Harbor.
Wentworth.

stkesbury
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$10 32 §14 27/$28 00 $40 41

Note.—The churches at * Homeville,” ¢
their letters that they send moneys for be

churches have not been received by the Treasurer.
Audited and found correct,
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Patrick C. Woodland............

John Rushton.............ooooeen ol ennnd

CONSTTIDTIITON

OF THE

Nova Scotia Eastern Baptist Association.

ArricLe 1st.—This body shall be called the Eastern Baptist Association
of Nova Scotia, and shall consist of Delegates representing the Churches of
which it is composed, each of whom shall be a member of one of those
churches, together with Delegates from Corresponding Associations, not
exceeding five from any one Association ; and such others as may, by the
Association, be invited to &it in council; none but delegates being entitled to
vote, and such only as represent churches being elligible to office, or to vote
for officers.

ART. 2nd.—TEach church connected with the body may send five Délegates
besides its Pastor.

Awrr. 8rd.—The object of this Association being the cultivation of Christian
Union, the promotion of individual godliness, and by mutual consultation,
to seek, in the use of Scriptural measures, the extension of the Red s
Kingdom—it disclaims all authority over churches, and shall in no case
interfere with their internal concerns, or their entire scriptural independency.
Yet it may dissolve its connectisn with any church that, upon sufficient
examination, shall be judged by the Association to have departed essentially
from Scripture principles or Baptist taith and practice.

Arrt. 4th-—This Association shall meet at such time and place as it may
appoint, and the meetings shall be opened with devotional exercises.

Arr. 5th.—The Officers of the Association shall be—a Moderator, who
ghall preside at all the meetings, nominate all the Committees not otherwise
provided for, and perform all the duties naturally connected with such office;
a Clerk who shall keep a record ot all the business transacted. preparc the
Minutes for the press, and atten:l to their distribution ; and a Treasurer, who
shall receive all the moaeys contributed for the parpnses of the Association,
and dispose of them according to its direction. All the officers shall remain
in office until their successors are chosen. o

ArrT. 6th.—The religious sentiments of this buly are those expressed in
the ¢ Articles of the Faith and Practice of the Baptist Churches in Nova
Scotia.”

ART. Tth.—The Association may reccive any Church which, by letter,
shall apply for admission, and shall give satisfactory evidence of its faith and
order, in agreement with the religious sentiments of this body ; and each
Church belonging to this body shall send annunlly a letter, containing an
account of its history for the year preceding, particularly of its additins and
diminutions, with its number then in fellowship,~also, money to assist in
publishing the M nutes. Aay Church that for three successive years omits
sending any Letter, Delegates, or money, shall be considered withdrawn
from the Association, and shall be discontinued from the Minutes, unless
sufficient reason may appear to asgount for the omission, or provided |
may appear desirable to make som inquiry, by committee or otherwise, and
report at tie next meeting of the Association. .

Awc. 8th.—This Constitution may be altered or amended b
{0200 1§ £
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RULES OF ORDER.

RuLe 1st.—At each annual meeting the Letters from the - aurches shall
be handed to the clerk, who shall retire and make out a list - the delegates
—the Moderator meanwhile shall conduct devotional exerclst -

9nd.—From the list so prepared the Moderator shall be chosen by ballot—

no brother shall be chosen two years in succession.

3rd.—The first letter read shall be from the Church with which the
Association is assembled.

4th.—No subject shall be discussed without a motion first made and
seconded, and no person shall speak on any subject more than twice unless
by consent of the As:ociation. :

Bth —When any Church is received, the Moderator shall give to one of its
delegates the right hand of fellowship. :

6th.—At the commencement of each sitting the Minutes of the preceding
one shall be read and approved, and of the last before the final adjournment.

7th.—Motions made and lost shall not be recorded on the Minutes excepi
80 ordered by the Association.

8th.—All resolutions shall be presented in writing.

9th.—Each meeting for business shall ke commerced and concluded with
prayer.

10th.—The Committee of Arrangements shall, in addition to the provision
for the * order of business,” provide also for the discussion of the more
prominent topics, Education and Missions, by appointing one or more Termns
to speak upon them. Said Committee shall further recommend the placefor
the succeeding Association, the preacher of the Associational Sermon, and
the writer of the Circular Letter. o 3

11th.—No delegate shall leave the Association before the business is
finished, without permission of the body.

12th.—These Rules shall be read by the Moderator at the commencement
of each annual session of the Association,




