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so far as present relationship goes. It 
is a curious fact that with the disap­
pearance of the swash-buckling Sir Sam 
and the assurance of Mr. McCurdy’s 

_. appointment, the stock of Dominion
Steel becomes the best btfy open to in- an ill bird that fouls its own nest, is 
vestors in Canada or in New York. So . the general fotort. The oratory which 
rapid was the ’rise iir value of their 
steel stock that for a few days the 
financial market became quite excited.
Have we here another opening for those 

gentlemen’s agreements ’ ’ which are 
the fashionable methods pursued by the 
capitalist grafters Î

Lennox’s opprobium. The legal profes­
sion took this attitude: "Why should 
one class be singled out for compul­
sion t When you cry slacker against a 
body you do a serious injustice. ” It is

A Rambler’s Review
visiting Japan except to see if he could 
not oust the Vickers-Armstrong com- 

- bine from Japanese markets f Truly 
war between Japan and United States 
is inevitable, so long as the United 
States Steel Corporation turns a greedy 
eye on the enormous profits that Vick­
ers-Armstrong are now reaping from 
the manufacture of guns and armour- 
plate for the Mikado.

With what joy this news will be re­
ceived by thousands of wayfaring and 
suffering human beings whose domestic 
happiness has been troubled by the high 
cost of living. The tidings sire of such 
moment that the school children should 
be given a half-holiday; the emblems 
of justice flown from every flag-staff; 
and the Kruppe in all the countries now 
at war, give command that the cannon 
cease their deadly slaughter for at 
least twenty-four hours in order to greet 
the- joyful news.

Yea, let the rich forsake their plun­
der, and the slacker his case; those who 
are downcast and disheartened take 
cheer; for a wonderful thing has be­
fallen the sinners in the seat of gov­
ernment.

No longer will the children die for 
want of milk, nor the housewife worry 
over the price of bread, sugar, potatoes, 
or Holy-oh-Margarine, for, have not 
those in high places spokenf (Ghosts of 
Sir Sam!) we are no longer to tread 
the wine-press in dishonor, for the 
ethics of property are now to be applied 
as a guard against extinction by the 
profit plunderers. The maiden may be­
come a mother without any misgiving 
as to the economic results of such a 
holy bond. We shall eagerly scan the 
police court columns of the purified 
daily press to note the decrease of 
crime and the falling rate of those who 
seek destruction in despair, for the ab­
sence of poverty will help us to rise to 
the great nation-ideal of Buskin. Car­
lyle ’s Hell will no longer deprive us of 
the happiness of a full stomach.

Bejoice and be exceeding glad! For 
the Government has passed an order-in- 
council giving city councils authority 
to gather together information in rela­
tion to the "High ost of living” and 

""" report to the Minister of Labor.

this dispute brought forth was Billings­
gate at its best. Of course our lawyer 
friends in their interviews to the press 
do not call to mind the many, many re­
cruiting speeches addressed to Toronto 
audiences in which special attention was 

cgiven to the necessity of conscription 
among the working class. They do not 
recall the scorn poured on the indiffer* 
ent "unpatriotic” attitude of the work­
ers, the resolutions and motions for a 
military and industrial conscription. 
When the taunt is levelled at their own

Ü

Canada is once more about to face a 
second agitation promoted by the bank­
ers and financiers to carry on a nation­
wide thrift campaign, the big idea be­
ing to provide the financial kings with 
more speculative material. Part of this 
campaign will follow the channel plan­
ned originally by the aristocrats and 
capitalist politicians in Great Britain 
who paraded the country urging the 
munition workers and plugs in every 
kind of industrial activity to forego 
their customary holidays and bank .their 
money. In view of this it will be well 
if some of us look in the society and 
personal columns of our newspapers, 
where, of course, we shall -find that 
"Lady Tweedledum has gone to spend 
the winter in Florida,,T while "Lord

While referring to the United States 
Steel Corporation, it is well to remind
burselves of the question of "Who owns 
Canada?” It is impossible to estimate

class it reminds one of the bristles on a 
cat’s back.

the millions of dollars the United States 
Steel Corporation has invested in Can­
ada. It is impossible also to probe 
thoroughly into the ramifications of this 
great steel octopus in Canada. It is well 
known that this powerful trust is hold­
ing in an undeveloped state several rich 
coal areas and ore-producing beds sim­
ply with a view to keeping them out of 
the hands of competitors. How closely 
the United States Steel Corporation is 
linked up with the Dominion Steel and 
Nova Scotia Steel, it' is impossible to 
say; but if one studies the lists of share­
holders and the directorates of these Twee.tiedee has just left for a vacation 
concerns, ai* aptes aft earning identity « * in thrtWoHtia. ^ Of'côuïse, wc kall also 
of interests. Some day.we hope to give 
a detailed analysts of the way in which 
twenty-three financial kings in Canada 
have transferred their enormous capital 
from land and other forms of invest­
ments to steel. It is indeed noteworthy 
how we have passed the iron age. T6- 
day Steel is the basic factor in the 
economies of the world.

Socialism is making such strides these
days that the churches are scared stiff. 
Becently I had passed over to me a 
pamphlet entitled ÜHow God Sayçd a 
Socialist,” which is a four-page' biog­
raphy wonderfully entertaining in. its 
view point, extraordinarily inspiring in 
its message. Indeed so attractive is it 
that I almost cast it aside as being a 
patent medicine advertisement. Evi­
dently the writer has now reached the 
seventh heaven, for be looks back with 
dismay-,* the time »he„ thir vituper­
ative element in hts make-ûp had full 
scope, when his favorite papers were 
the Clarion, Labor Leader and Justice 
(in the Old Country), when Bobert 
Blatchford’» "God and My Neighbor,”
‘ ‘ Not Guilty, ' ’ and other writings were 
his Bible, when Karl Marx’s oft-mis­
quoted statement suggesting that "the 
idea of God is a lie” constituted his 
creed of negation. But lo and behold 
that great day comes when John 
M ’Neill, the well-known Scottish evan­
gelist, carried him off his feet. "These 
Christians,” says the repentant sinner, 
"are different from ordinary people. 
Theÿ seem to possess a peace that no­
thing could disturb; whereas now my 
life is soured. I delight in blasphemy ' 
and ridicule. The fascinating follies, 
which pass current for truth with so 
many Socialists, leave me bewildered as 
to where it will all end.” When this 
brilliant renegade reaches the crisis of 
his narrative and carrer, he does it in 
these words: "On reaching home, I 
went alone with God; and never shall I 
forget the ecstasy of joy that flooded 
my soul as I knelt in prayer. It seemed 
as if the glory of heaven had flooded 
the room.” I hope the room this hard 
ingrained sinner occupied was not one 
of those 8x5 dens which piasgow citi­
zens have to call their "home.”

■>*

find on the front page of our newspaper 
that the day before leaving, Lord 
Tweedledee made a tremendous speech 
caHing upon every loyal citizen to make 
every possible sacrifice and put forth 
every endeavor to "see this thing 
through. ’ ’ 
class-conscious plugs will fall for if as 
haritTre ever!

And the uriawakened, un-
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At it even the -small capitalist is 
“ the process of economic evolu-

This war has indeed proved a splen­
did searchlight, seeking out the subter­
fuges of capitalist society. In their 
effort to eliminate German competition, 
our Imperial capitalists are now under­
taking a scheme to provide technical 
education. In the words of a bill pre­
sented to the British House of Com­
mons, this plot to educate the workers 
is conceived for (‘the interests of^ the 
trades, industries, and professions 
which particularly depend upon applied 
science.” It is indeed worth while also 
to note that even in formulating a sys­
tem of liberal education and a study of 
languages this phrase occurs: "an ap­
preciation of the history, literature and 
civilization of other countries and to 
the interests of commerce and public 
service. ” It is needless to point out 
that behind this scheme, the capitalist 
is working to install the brain-worker 
in his factory roof alongside the manual 
toiler, where he can see that his brain 
works—by the results. The capitalist 
cannot soil his hands, cannot worry hie 
brain over technicalities. It is almost 
needless to add that he must buy brains 
with, of course, the customary surplus 
value in return for his investment.

reali
tion. For years those students of politi­
cal economy who could probe economic 
questions without prejudice have assert­
ed that the day of the small capitalist 
is past, that the day of the ombine, 
ger and trust is now here. In England 
and in Canada, as well as in most bel­
ligerent countries, hundreds of small 
factories on the outbreak of 
up their * ordinary business and under­
took the production of shells. Now we 
hear the plaintive wail of these small 
capitalists that they are threatened 
with death and destruction, not 
result of the establishment of socialism 
(which they used to cry out would be 
the end of all things), but by the estab­
lishment of great government-owned ar­
senals or by the growing power of the 
big steel corporations. What a wail it 
will soon become when the small capi­
talist realizes that he must fall within 
the working class. '

MV

i
A recruiting advocate recently trying 

to impress on his audience that con­
scription was certain to come, declared 
that when that time arrived there would 
be two sorte of people in I Canada, 
"Wenters” and " senters.” Hé forgot 
to mention that there are already two 
sorts to whom these titles might be ap­
plied—"wentehs” who are offering 
their lives for their country, and the 
"centers,” 4% per centers—who are 
drawing ‘ * divvies ' ’ out of the nation’s 
necessities. *
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Strange it is what memories and 

thoughts are aroused when one goes 
through a stock of old newspaper clip- 
pings. A few days ago -my eye fell on 
a dipping from oqe of our Toronto 
papers which was evidently a piece of 
press agency copy sent out to advertise 
the United States Steel Corporation and 

* its president, Mr. E, H. Cary, 
months ago he was being entertained 
and feted in Japan. Curious fact this 
because we are given to understand that 
Japan is the mortal enemy of the Unit­
ed States just as Germany for years 
was spoken of as the inevitable enemy 
of Great Britain. Of course he made a 
great hit when he declared that the 
business men of the United States 
would oppose any movement toward cre­
ating friction with the Flowery King­
dom. But let us point out that friction 
is inevitable from the very fact of Mr.

What was his idea in

Boland Hill, the Toronto Star’s spe­
cial correspondent in Great Britain, cer-

• ». tainly likes to give the dope good and 
strong. Our friend midland visits Sir 
Percy Gironard. In the course of the 
interview he reports the following as a 
statement from Sir Percy: "Canada 
saved the situation for the munition 
workers in Englahd by supplying 
chine tools and tool steel when tt 
was a famine even in the United Sta 
Canadian yorkmen have done well 
munition factories.” This is tral; 
soothing pat on the |»aek from 
Percy. It is an inspiring es.. »v , 
efforts and pat-2-*" '~rvor, especii 
from so hiiri - u.v«v. For was

The legal profession of Toronto, which 
is ever a good bolsterer-up of our api- 
talist system, has been scrapping 
amongst its members. Lieut-Col. T. 
Herbert Lennox is n pugnacious soldier- 
lawyer, as one would pre-judge from his 
Irish descent. He is somewhat incensed 
at the fact that many young Toronto 
lawyers have so far hesitated to follow 
his lead and quite the statute books to 
take up the sword. His resentment has 
grown so strong that new he suggests 
compulsion fo* these slackers. Our in­
terest is directed not in the question of

Three

Ottawa has had its three days’ won­
der. Sir Sam Hughes is gone ’midst 
the usual trumpeH$rT)lare and gaudy 
publicity. His place at Ottawa is said 
to have been taken over by F. B. Mc­
Curdy, around whose name there is a 
certain halo of financial strategy. It 
has been asserted that Mr. McCurdy 
has been closely connected with the 
Dominion Steel Corporation; and of 
course it has been denied, at any rate, which

;

I

because of Lieut.-Col.Cary’s visit. m
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- the means of production. Competition 
for the privilege of using the machinery 
of production among the propertyless 
(and they are always in excess of the 
needs of the property owners) keeps 
their share of the product at the mini­
mum of subsistence. Each of these

Supreme Sacrifice
London, Aug. 11.—Under the heading 

“Gambling in Bread,” The Daily Ex­
press explains to its readers that the

By MAX D. ARMSTRONGs#

Editoiial Note : The article by Comrade ArmittMig will be continued in a Inter issue.]

Jack London, in a footnote of his 
novel, “The Iron Heel,” says: “The 
people of that age (the capitalist epoch) 
were phrase slaves. . . . 80 befud­
dled find chaotic Were their minds that 
the utterance of a single word could 
negative the generalizations of a life­
time of serious research and thought.
Such a word was the adjective 'Uto­
pian.’ Its mere utterance was suffi­
cient to damn any scheme of economic 
regeneration no matter how sanely con­
ceived. Vast populations grew frenzied 
over such phrases as ‘ an honest dollar ’ 

ti and ‘a full dinner pail.’ The coinage 
B - v of siich phrases were considered strokes 

of genius.”
To-day we have “scraps of paper,”

“rights of small nations” and the cap­
tion of this article, “The Supreme Sac­
rifice,” used to describe the untimely 
deaths of so many men in the Euro-* 
pean butchery. Of course this term can 
only apply to the fallen of the allies, 
and is in no way applicable to the 
“duped” or “driven” soldiers of the 
Teutonic powers and their allies. This 
is self-evident. Sacrifice must be vol­
untary, and every one knows that every 
soldier of ithe allied powers is a volun­
teer, if not in form, at least in spirit, 
and has entered the conflict with an.
“intelligent appreciation” of the ‘‘tre­
mendous issues” at stake, and with a 
cheerful readiness to lay down his life 
for “justice,” ‘^civilization” and “the 
rights of small nations.” Beautiful 
self-sacrifice; generous self-effacement.
Why do we all love unselfishness—in 
others and detest selfishness—in others?

As a member of the working class, 1 
have had the beauties of self-sacrifice 
taught me since I was able to walk io^ 
a Sunday schoo], When I went,to pub­
lic school I was taught to think of 
others first. When I went to work I 
was told that the toad to success was, 
not to try how little I could do for as 
much as I could get; but to do as much 
as possible and the remuneration would 
rise accordingly. In fact, I "did reach 
that point where I had a vague feel­
ing that I was a very worthless fellow, 
always self-seeking, and wholly desti­
tute of-consideraiton for the many good 
kind people, who spent sleepless nights 
worrying over my moral welfare, and 
how to provide me with work, 
grew older I began to meditate sadly 
on the frightful degeneracy of the hu­
man race since my grandmother’s day, 
when the children were all good, and to 
marvel that after 1900 years of the gos­
pel of self-sacrifice, and a large body 
of noble men devoting their Whole time 
to preaching it both by word of mouth 
and daily example, the disease selfish­
ness seemed to thrive enormously. Yet 
nobody admitted having i^ though 
everyone agreed that all the ills of so­
ciety gfew out of selfishness. As I grew 
older and began to read the writings of 
great philosophera and uplifters of the 
human race, again I found the same la- 
mentation about selfishness; the same 
praise of beautiful Unselfishness, the 
same exhortations and entreaties that 
we should love one another, and bear 
each others burdens. And behold,

classes impelled by the primal law try 
to get the most for the least; the em­
ployers to get the maximum of produc­
tion for the minimum of wages.

Hence the cry for efficiency—the 
workers to get the maximum of wages 
for the least expenditure of energy.
Hence the demand for an eight-hour 
day. (Remember we are discussing 
whatr is, not what the preachers of 
ethics tell us ought to be; we are us­
ing as our subject of investigation 
neither idiots or geniuses, but normal, 
average men.) Hence the mutual re-'

. through the agency criminations, the cries of “tyrannical 
methods of compulsion of organized la­
bor,” “capital, must have considéra- (lua

new rise in the price of bread which 
goes into effect in London next Monday 
is due to manipulations in Chicago.

“Circumstances,” says The Daily 
Express, “appear to have conspired to 
enable the Chicago wheat market to in­
dulge in one of its periodic gambles for 
the purpose of putting up the price 
against bread later. . . . While it 
is not believed that Chicago can create 
anything like a'corner in wheat, there 
is»a strong impression that operators 
in the Chicago pit are forcing prices as" 
high

den of empire on his shoulders.” Now 
each of these were held up in turn as 
being the only genuine burden bearer, 
whose lot was unenviable. When fhe 
‘ ‘hard-worked artisan” group com­
plained about the weight of his bur­
den, the “tired business man” inform­
ed him that he was selfish and thank­
less, whereas he should be contented 
and thankful that he had not the bur­
den of responsibility which he, the 
“tired business man,” groaned under. 
This information pf course was impart­
ed to the T. A.
of the aforesaid noble men who'devote 
their whole life to preaching unselfish­
ness and the other gentlemen who write 
articles and editorials for the enlighten- 
men and ‘ ‘ uplift of the toiling masses. ’ ’ 
I further marveled that when the price 
of anything increased, and that mys­
terious person the ultimate consumer 
complained to the retailer, he passed 
the blame on to the wholesaler, who in 
turn referred you to the farmer, manu­
facturer or trust. These, if they, deigned 
to make any excuse, spoke feelingly 
about the exorbitant demands of labor. 
As the majority of the “ ultimate con­
sumers” are composed of this last 
named, it would appear that the U. C.’s 
are a very foolish lot of people, who 
believe they can grow rich by taking 

•toioney from one pocket and putting it 
in another. The situation, reduced to 
its .ethical basis, reveals the old com­
monplace—each group charges the other 
with greed and inconsideration for 
others, while amidst the clamor of mu­
tual accusation the,dispensers of ethics 
whine for Christian charity and for­
bearance.

Let u4 be serious. Why does the 
ethic, admired by all, and practised by 
none, seem to be in persistent antagon­
ism with the most natural acts of men? 
Because man cannot live in society, as 
now constituted, and act any other way. 
He must obey the dictates of self-grati­
fication.

Unselfishness is a delusion, like the 
flat earth of our forefathers. There is 
no such quality. It can arise as an 
ethical abstraction only in a society 
based upon conflicting class interests, 
and conflicts of individual interests aris­
ing therefrom. It is at bottom a class 
ethic, used by the dominant class in so­
ciety as a check upon the natural dis­
position of the enslaved class to gratify 
self in any way detrimental to the in­
terests of the masters. " This is the basis 
of present-day ethics. Men seeks to- 
gratify their desires always. The primal 
desire is to get the best possible live­
lihood, food, clothing, etc., ‘with the 
least expenditure of energy. This dic­
tum is to political -economy what the 
law of gravity is to physics. It is the 
law of life; the will to live, and then 
to live better. In obeying this law, the 
will of the two great divisions in so­
ciety, masters and slaves, capitalists 
and wage-workers, is in conflict. The 
capitalist class own or control all the 
means (land, machinery, etc.) whereby 
the .desires of man can be gratified. 
The wage-working class are destitute 
of such means. To live they must use 

wherever I turned my eyes all that I these meang. They are permitted to
saw was selfishness, and everyone quite nge them by their 0WBers, not out of

that stfrne other should boar the pure ]ove> but o£ necessity, the owners
s. Of course, as nearly everyone being unablCj and even if ablC) unwill.
1 to have a burden of some kind ing to use them personally. Propertv

r other-the only advantage I could in the meana of life is accumulated or
>e in bearing each other’s burdens, was acquired with no other end in view than 

e of burdens. To be sure, that of avoiding work, i.e., getting a
very one was quite convinced that living with little or no labor, in obe-
beir burden was the heaviest, owing to dience to the law laid down. The
&e other fellow shirking part of his. ditions under which the property own-
This remarkable state of mind affect- era allow the destitute access to the

d groups as well as individuals. There means of life are, That all the product
ras “the hard-worked artisan,” “the in excess of what is absolutely neces-
ired business man,” the “care worn sary for the maintenance of the pro­

in pathetic ducers as a class (preservation and re-
‘ “= “b«- production) belongs to the

iPt

m
m

m
n as the market will let them 
aijfohile supplies are rotting 
lyk in Australia and being

go.
Me on the 

used as
fuel, and large quantities are being held 
up in Argentina for lack of ships.”— 

■.Canadian Daily Press.
It is easy to get np a scare against 

speculators and profiteers of any class. 
Surely the wise head that edits The 
London Daily Express must have 
long ago that the speculator must be 
eliminated, that production for profit 
father than use must go, in short, that 
Socialism is the one and only sane 
for our present debilitated economic 
system.

tion,” “exorbitant demands of labor” 
and on the other side “bloodsucker,” 

‘ ‘ slave - driver. ’ ’m “sweater,” 
above all, is heard the voice of the

And,
P

ethic pedlars begging for Christian 
charity, and assuring us that there is 
not, and should not be, any conflict be­
tween capital and labor, if, etc., etc. 
Arising out of and inseparably connect­
ed with this great conflict of class in­
terests, We find the, interests of individ­
uals, and groups within these classes, in 
continuous conflict. Competition among 
the workers for jobs; jealousy among 
them, carefully fostered by the employ­
ing class when it» serves their interests, 
and competition for markets among the 
various capitalist groups producing the 
same commodities, 
taught that dfimpetition is the main­
spring of progress, the great struggle 
in which only the best survive. Those 
who preach this doctrine, as a rule, sel­
dom feel the stress of struggle. Others 
sing the praise of competition when 
they are more than holding their own; 
success is then the rewaid of industry, 
integrity, and brains, but when over­
taken and beaten we hear the <ny 
“Live and let live” from the erstwhile

seen

cure

fey-
“Just because Industrial Canada has 

sometimes been frank enough to tell 
the Government in plain language where 
it thought they were wrong, a few of 
the Liberal papers have chortled witli 
glee, believing to see in our attitude 
an indication that the Canadian Manu­
facturers’ Association was taking sides 
with the Opposition. We would like it 
to be clearly understood, once and for 
all, that the Canadian Manufacturers’ 
Association is no more taking sides 
with the -Opposition that it is taking 
sides against the Cfovernment. The 
sociation has no politics other than the 
politics of endeavoring to secure bet­
ter and still better government from 
whatever party happens to be in power. 
Its constitution precludes it from being 
partisan, for its membership embraces 
Liberals as well as Conservatives, Free 
Traders as well as Protectionists. It is 
hostile to neither party as a party, nor 
is it the slave of any political organiza­
tion. It is glad to commend where it 
believes commendation has been earn­
ed, but at the same time it does not 
hesitate to criticize frankly and fear­
lessly where, it believes the policy or 
lack of policy of any Government has 
fairly invited criticism. The jockey 
plies the whip not to punish his horse, 
but to spur it on to do ite best. In­
dustrial Canada criticizes not to em­
barrass people nor to hurt their feel­
ings, but to show them how they can 
do better. ’ ’—Industrial Canada,1 official 
organ of the Canadian Manufacturers’ 
Association.
’-Aha! Here it is, the “Declaration of 
Independence” by the Canadian Manu­
facturers’ Association. At last we are 
happy to be informed that the bosses 
do not favor Grit any more than Tory, 
seeing that.b'oth are equally capitalistic. 
And note the illuminating confession— 
“the jockey plies the whip’’- 
intimation of the fact that the Gov­
ernment of Canada is not responsiblê to 
the people who elect, bu^. rather to the 
bosses who control. Government by the 
people indeed I !

By the way, is it any wonder that 
the Government’s action in regard to 
the “High Cost of Living” problem 
ended merely with an order-in-Council. 
Surely the reason lies in the "jockey’s 
whip-hand. ’ ’

■
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We have been
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victor, and the vanquisher is character­
ized as a grasping, cunning scoundrel 
who employs very shady methods.* And 
again we hêar the plea for unselfish­
ness and brotherhood. Oh ye, of vast 
credulity! 1 When will ye learn that all 
men are selfish ; that life would disap­
pear, in fact would never have appear­
ed on this planet but for this quality. 
We must be selfish, egoistic, before we 
can be altruistic.

i
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As I “But,” here yon expostulate, “do 
you deny the fact that thousands of 
noble men and women have given their 
lives for the good of humanity without 
hope of gain ’ '1 Again, I repeat, that 
in every such case they gratified self. 
Those who bring this objection can only 
conceive of self-gratification as futher- 
ance of material interests. What they 
term unselfishness is merely a differen­
tiation of selfishness ; selfishness ex­
pressing itself in another form, made 
possible in man because of his complex 
nervous system; his inordinate love of 
approbation of the group, be it ever so 
small, in which he moves. This is seen 
in the surrender (not sacrifice) of pe­
cuniary advantage for the gratification 
gained in the support of a cause, devo­
tion to which has become a passion. 
This desire for mental satisfaction, the 
outcome of a highly developed nervous 
system, is iff some men so powerful that 
to gratify it they will neglect the ani­
mal satisfaction of food and shelter. 
But it does hot disprove the primal law. 
Even degs can be trained to bear

/
M
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hunger in sight of food. This training 
in man is social discipline and gives 
birth to “the sense of duty.” “What 
I ought to do” is in conflict with the

t'.fc-
: 1

natural dictates of the primal law, yet 
the primal law is still at work through 
an artificial or socially-produced me­
dium, ‘ ‘ sense of duty. ’ ’ The example 
of the “self-hacrificing” mother does 
not come within the realm of ethics at

i——

con-
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POLICY or THE-" 1 ■ . ■ as-r :1904-1911. r ,
A reply to Prof. Gilbert Murray by 

Bertrand Bussell, published by the Na­
tional Labor Press, Manchester, Bug. 
Obtainable from Headquarters. Price 

The writer .of this book is a son of 
Earl Bussell and a grandson of one of 
the Prime Ministers olt England who 

INDIA A NATION. has lately joined the I.L.P. in the Old
Mrs. Annie Besant. Land. He was only recently ^professor

This is a remarkable book by a none of mathematics at Cambri 
the leas remarkable woman. A marvel ity. Because he had identified himself
of clear thinking, and lucid expression, with the Socialist movement, and has,
it is a clear, concise dummary of the during the war, helped to keep alive
life, religion, and political aspirations those traditional prejudices in favor of
of a wonderful people. liberty which ■characterize his family

It is probably one of the best contri and brought some of them to the seaf-
butions ever made to the classic history fold,die was asked to resign his-position
of the Hindoo people, dealing with the at Cambridge. The military authorities
religious, ethical, and political activi- in Britain likewise prohibited him from
ties of a people not as seen by Jfche taking up a post at Harvard University
outsider, but by one who by associa- and even went so far as to refuse him
tion and religious affinity is one of the right to deliver lectures in Britain 
them. during the war.

This is the .work of a student, a do--- In his reply to Professor Gilbert Mur- 
vout lover of tlys truth as she sees it, ray, Bertrand Bussell criticises the pol- 
an earnest, persevering, and Courageous icy of the British Government, urging
woman with a mission to perform; the that such criticism is more likely to
greatness of which is only set in relief benefit England than to injure it. In
by the nobility of her character. the introduction he says: “F consider

The leading figures in Indian thought that either a serious weakening by Eng-
and "culture are here presented with land, France, and Italy, and a serious (
clear delineation, not with a view of strengthening of Germany, would be a '
placing them on a pedestal or perpetu- great misfortune to the civilization of
ating their memory, but for the great the whole world. I wish ardently to
cause of enlightenment and liberation see the Germans expelled from France
of an oppressed people. and Belgium and compelled to feel that

A chapter is given to the economic the war is a misfortune for them as
questions affecting the people in which well at for the Allies. But there are
the word “drain” has been objected other things forgotten by most men in
to, as connoting that the burden of the the excitement of battle which seem to
white man on India tends to exhaust ''me of greater importance. It is im- 
her resources. Fifteen pages are given portant that ppace should come as soon 
to consideration of an economic na­
ture which leave no room for doubt 
in the mind of the reader that “India 
has for severa1! generations been a prey 
to thë profit-seekers of the Western 
World, who sought to gratify the.bond­
holders and cotton gamblers of Britain, 
and others who were prepared to take 
more than they were prepared to return, 
at the expense of India’s man-power 
and the perversion of her natural re­
sources

Many excerpts of speeches made by 
viceroys^from the days of Lord Mac­
aulay and others who held prominent 
positions in the Indian t Civil Service 
are presented at great length. These 
in>themselves are valuable to the stud- 

Indian affairs, as they present 
the official’ views and policies of suc­
ceeding political parties in power at 
Westminster, and the deplorable con- 

' sequences to the governed in India, by 
the pernicious system of exclusion to 
all things Indian in every department 
of state.

The "Nationalist movement is almost 
analogous to the political groups in Ire­
land. In each case we find the irrecon- 
eilables, with their motto, ' * Home Buie 
or Nothing,” and on the other hand the 
compromising element who were pre­
pared to suffer indignities and work 
systematically for the redress of the 
social and political ills of the people as 
a stimulus to the greater accomplish­
ment—“Self-government for India.” x

ol the en-against the for 
tente, which Professor Gilbert
had defended in his book “The 
Policy of Sir E 
Students of foreign policy throughout 
the world have generally mocked at 
Professor Murray’s version of Sir Ed­
ward Grey as being an over-fulsome 
eulogy of the Minister of Foreign Af­
fairs. In Bertrand Bussell we find a re-

a
hare stood tfar bettei ______
tion. By rehabilitating the Bussian 
aristocracy, we took one of the surest ,
means of reinforcing German militar­
ism. The splendid appeal with which 
he concludes is well w#rth quoting : 
“The interests of the British demo­
cracy do not conflict at any point with 
the interests of mankind. The intci- 
ests of the British governing class con­
flict at many points with the interests 
of mankind. The quest of a new colony 
does not raise fhe

Murray, 
Foreign 

rd Grey, 1906-16.”

1

OUR BOOKSHELF

Univers-

freshing advocate of openness in dip­
lomacy savouring somewhat of ideal­
ism. In his vigorous narrative, he uses 
Morocco as a medium for uncloaking 
the sins of secret diplomacy, backing 
up his exposition by reference to the 
diplomacy that lad to the partition of 
Persia by Bussia and Britain in 1911 
and the dismissal of Mr. Shuster (who 
formerly was an American financial of­
ficial in the Philippines) after the Bus­
sian ultimatum had been presented to 
the Persian Government on JTovember 
29, 1911.

Perhaps one of his mast effective 
chapter^, is that in which he outlines 
what the policy ought to have been. 
According to his viewpoint, in helping 
to suppress the Bussian Be volution, we 
Were not only committing a crime 
against humanity, but we were also pre­
venting the refutation of the chief argu­
ment by which the military party has 
appealed to the "ordinary citizen-of Ger- 

The arguments of militarists 
everywhere been based on fear.# 

Powerful neghbors, they say, are ready 
to attack us. We must prepare or we 
shal^ be overwhelmed. Bussia was the 
chief bogie used by the German» militar­
ists for their purpose. If the Bussian

wages of British
labor, but it affords posts for younger 
sons and attractive investments for ca­
pitalists. For this reason a policy of 
adventure and national prestige appeals 
most forcibly to the rich, while the 
wage-earning class, if it understood its 
own interests and were not caught by 
the glamour of jingo phrases, would in­
sist upon a policy of peace and inter­
national conciliation. It is to be liepeTf

n now
v

that when democracy realizes, as 
will, its vital interest in foreign policy, 
it will compel the party representing it 
to adopt such a program as all phases 
of humanity would desire. ’ ’

The book is exceedingly well written 
in a style that is both brilliant and in­
teresting. For the information which 
it contains, it is worthy of a place in 
every thinker’s library.

■
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HOW THE CANADA BBBAD COM­

PANY PUTS IT OVER; OR, THE 
IRISHMAN'S RISE.

The miserable wages paid by this 
poration for some two years has been 
the cause. of much dissension amongst 
its non-union employes, with the 
quence that the company in the spring 
of this year saw the necessity of in-

cor-

THE “ GLASS - LINE ” conse­

il
creasing the wages of its workmen by 9 
$1.00 per week and the granting of a 
from $3.00 to $6.00 per week. We 
presume from what took place that the 
company were not dominated by hu- 

pMlanthropie. considerations, 
but rather the tnuje incentive of crib­
bing other companies’ business and get­
ting the men to work live slaves in or­
der to increase their earnings, the com­
pany thereby benefiting by the increas­
ed sales. . cip

Commission is not wages and can be 
eliminated any time the ompany de­
sires; at least, from What took place, we 
are justified in forming that opinion.
The company posted a notice the day 
before that on which the men qsually 
received their pay, stating that com­
mission would be discontinued until 
bread reached the selling price of 10c. 
per lo^f.

We are'informed that the elimination 
of the commission hitherto, paid has re- - 
duced the salesmen’s earning power 
from $3.00 to $6$.000 per weêk. We 
would like to know what justification 
the company have (othey than their 
power to take) for such outrageous ac­
tions in view of the phenomenal in­
crease in the cost of living.

It is reported the companies who re­
tailed bread at a lower price than the 
company referred to have been whipped 
into tine, and now the Canada Bread 
monopolists can increase the piiee with­
out any adverse effect on their 
bales.

Picture One Picture Two
Hamilton, Ont.—Machinists are still 

out on strike. Their fight for better 
wagesr and better conditions lias been 
on since early last spring.

The Duchess, who is very slight, was 
wearing a lovely gown of pearl grey 
charmeuse, made long and trailing, with 
a beautiful wide sable stole and muff, 
and hat of dull blue with plumes. Her 
daughters, Lady Maud and Lady 
Blanche Cavendish, were both* dressed 
alike in suits of bottle green lady cloth 
with white fox stoles and muffs. Lady 
Maud’s hat being small with sealskin 
crown and band of French blue, Lady 
Blanche wearing a black velvet picture 
hat. k*y; '

mane or

“In the factories of this* town chil­
dren from 11 years of age are employed 
at the most miserable wages. Especi­
ally is this noticeable in the factory

■

owned by B. J. Ball, M.P., where young 
girls are employed in the manufactureHB
of chairs.”—Correspondent in Hanover 
(Ont.).

ent of
■

Lady Hendrie looked handsome in a 
black velvet suit, black velvet hat 
with high upstanding osprey, and mag­
nificent silver fox furs, tatyi Enid 
Hendrie was in black velvet, with white 
hat and white fox collar.—Daily Press.

Fernie, B.C., Nov. 28.—This morning 
the Fernie coke oven employes laid 
down their tools in sympathy With the 
miners who suspended yesterday, de­
manding a war bonus Increase propor­
tionate with the increased cost of liv­
ing.

i'­
ll:,

Yffur Excellency cornea to us during a 
momentous period, when all the re­
sources of our Empire are enlisted in 
the great struggle for liberty, human­
ity and the cause of free institutions, 
and when the energies of the Canadian 
people are pledged, heart and soul, to 
the* successful prosecution of the war. 
In this stern duty upon which we en­
tered with instant and unwavering re­
solve and from which we shall in no 
way recede, your Ecellency may rest 
assured that no exertion can prove too 
exacting and no sacrifice too great to 
insure that the Empire our forefathers 
helped to preserve and extend, and for 
which their descendants to-day are 
proud to die, may be passed on in unim­
paired splendor to those who come af­
ter us.

The residents of Coalhurst this morn­
ing found themselves without water. 
The company operating th$ mines there 
also controls the water supply system, 
and without warning cut off the water 
supply to the inhabitants.

Toronto.—C. P. B. freight handlers 
have. been on strike for more wages. 
The strike has made public the fact 
that the majority of these men, despite 
the enormously increased cost of living, 
hâve been receiving only $10 and $12 
to keep themselves and families alive.

The chapter on education is extreme­
ly interesting, and leaves one deeply 
moved by the tragedy, enacted to keep 
the people ignorant and poor in order 
that they may be kept in submission. 
Education in the main is carried on by 
voluntary associations, and the govern­
ment has signally failed in so far as 
the instruction given by the regulated 
body -is exclusive of all things Indian. 
The book concludes with a graphic 
.sketch of the government of India as 
an autocracy vested in the Secretary 
of State, and with a plea for nation­
hood in the following dramatic words:

“O English Nation! great, free, and 
proud, cannot you understand f that 
your Indian brothers feel now as yon 
would feel if a foreigner ruled your 
land. A stranger in your own country, 

save those given by au-

i ■. ■

The workers of this company wou 
do well to ponder the words' of Ka 
Marx, spoken more than forty yea 
ago: “If you refuse to resist the e 
roachments of capitalism you will L 
crushed down to the level of brute 
beasts.” fl

%

A Socialist 
Christmas Cardm It is a source of gratification that at 

-this juncture, when the aid of a wise 
and experienced counsellor is of para­
mount importance, his Majesty should 
be represented in Canada by the head 
of a famify rendered conspicuous for 
centuries by high-minded devotion to 
thfe interests of the State, and by. that 

•.zeal for the public welfare which has 
given permanence and strength to the 
British rule throughout the world.— 
Premier Hearst in his Provincial Ad­
dress.

;

A SocialistSomething new, something 
different, something really 
worth while. Prices on ap­
plication.

We are preparing a be 
high grade SdcialiS Ct 
—a useful, attrac­
tive piece ofPress,with e Forward
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of reformers,” we desire to state that 
Karl Mart was much more reasonable 
in his statement: “The tendency of 
capitalist production is not to raise 
wages, but to sink the average standard 
of Wages; each being the case, it would 
be foolish not to resist the encroach­
ments of capitalism, as such a refusal 
would result in them being degraded 
to one 'level mass of broken wretches 
beyond

=
■ '/• ,
kIT SHALL WE DO WITH THE 

NEW ‘BOR” PARTY ?
conditions express itself politic

Labor Party in the Dominion, some­
thing like the Labor Parties in (Treat 
Britain or Australia, would never serve 
the ultimate* interests of the workers 
in anything like the same degree as a 
possibly smaller and less ostentatious 
party whose views were dear and de­
finite, one aiming to abotteh capitalism. 
Floating discontent may organise a 
Labor Party, but unless it is class- 
conscious it becomes a capitalist wea­
pon, and must ultimately be deserted 
by the workers themselves.

Is It ClasseConscious ? — Is Is Anti-Capitalist ? — Is It Against
Wage-Slavery ? ation.”

ir with the platform not so 
for what it contains, but for the 

more important factors so singularly 
omitted, such as the abolition of the 
wages system, as the only permanent 
solution to the ills from which we suf­
fer, or, the abolition of all forms of 
profit with which our social ills are a 
necessary counterpart.

The policy adopted by the labor or­
ganizations in time past has been—You 
must not form an organization in com­
petition with., those already existing, 
but stay with those already existing 
and bore from within. To do otherwise 
yOii' become a scab.

We may be pardoned by replying, 
under the present circumstances you 
are ‘‘Political Scabs.” Join up with 
the working class political organiza­
tions at present existing and bore from 
within also. Surely you cannot but ad­
mit that it would be in harmony with 
your logic as applied to the industrial 
field! Why not to the political fieldt

We have no desire to enter into con­
flict with any political organization Of 
workers. We realize the necessity for 
unity, a finity based on intelligence, a 
unity of aims and aspirations. It is 
not necessary to begin where our fath­
ers began. It is logical to begin where 
they left off. All that we ask of the 
worker is that he enter into the ex­
perience of those who have gone before, 
take up the fight where they left off. 
We are of one class. We have the same 
enemies to contend with. ‘‘Come up! 
It’s lighter up here!”

We

The inauguration of a Labor Party 
in Toronto is now a matter of history, 
having now reached to full-blown status 
with a platform. As yet the baby poli­
tician is unnamed.

We are now in a much better posi­
tion to judge of its merits and demerits. 
There Is a great desire on the part of 
some otf our members to ally themselves 
with this new party. We are inform 
cd that in Winnipeg some of our mem­
bers ha>e held cards in a similar^or­
ganization for some length of time. We' 
desire to point out to those who anti­
cipate ah, alliance with the said bodies, 
that so far as we are able to judge of 
the principles and1 platform of the said 
party, it is a distinct contravention of 
our own platform and principles in so 
far as they omit mention of the class 
struggle and abolition of wages system. 
Nor do its \womoters avow themselves 

anti-capitalists. To those who sit 
in the seat of judgment the only con­
stitutional procedure for us to adopt is 
to declare any such affiliation uncon­
stitutional.

We are fub/ aware that such a rigid 
adherence to ‘constitution would prob­
ably result in many secessions .from the 
party, and that the çhanges in the rela­
tive position of our party to such or­
ganizations, undergone during the last 
three years meessitate a general refer­
endum of the party members before we 
could be justified in taking drastic ac­
tion that will undoubtedly have a very 
important bearing on the future of our 
movement.

T&tber we must conform to these
ptes-

,ose who

same process of deduction in reli 
to the present si .nation and leaves en­
tirely out of consideration any tenet 
that would adversely affect capitalist 
profits in tne main.

It is'not our purpose to present any 
general adverse criticism at the present 
time, but we feel that the statëment 
made by Miss Hughes calls for some 
reply. She critie lzed the Grits and 
Tories and urged the men to lay aside 
their "Socialism in order to be united

MEBVYN SMlfH.
Kitchener, Ont.

«
We discussed the subject of the Inde­

pendent Labor Party which is being or­
ganized here and analyzed their pro- „ 
posed platform of principles. We have 
made several amendments and also cer­
tain conditions which we propose to 
submit to them. *

As an addition to the platform, we 
suggest the following:

As it is freely admitted that the ac­
quirement and control of a few, of the 
necessities of life of all the people is 
the cause of the present high cost of 
living, and of the deplorable condition 
of labor, and its helplessness to remedy 
matters finder existing conditions, the 
following planks should take precedence 
in the platform, and the whole strength 
of the movement concentrated on their 
consummation.

The immediate acquirement by muni­
cipalities, the provincial ot federal gov­
ernments, of all grain elevators, stor­
age warehouses, cold storage plants, ab­
ba toirs and other distributing agencies 
in order to relieve the farmer and con­
sumer of the extortions of the middle­
men and so reduce the cost of living.

The collective ’ ownership and demo­
cratic control of railroads, telegraphs, 
telephones, express service, steamboat 
lines and all other social means of trans­
portation and communication and of all 
targe scale industries.

The collective ownership and demo­
cratic control of mines, quarries, oil 
wells, gas wells, forests, water power • 
and of all large sources of electric 
power.

The collective ownership of land 
wherever practicable, and in cases 
where impracticable the appropriation 
by taxation of the annual rental value 
of all land held for speculation and ex­
ploitation.

against the bosses. Let us say with all 
fairness to Miss Hi.ghes that we admire 
her for her courage and sincerity; but 
would point out that neither courage 
nor sincerity are the basic factors in a 
political organization, and by no means 
as valuable as principles and intelli- 

We possess a degree of both
ns

gence.
courage and sincerity and sincerely 
dare to challenge her wrath when she, a 
mere ‘ ‘-Kindergarten Child in Political 
Economy,” with only two weeks of 
labor in industry to her credit, who 

e knows nothing about great working- 
class political movements and the tra­
vail of their birth, the wonderful accre­
tions of knowledge that have come by 
experience will glibly tell us to lay 
aside our Socialism—the thing we live

even

S8

$

for, fight for, and, if need be, are pre­
pared to die for.

Socialism, the only hope of an en­
slaved class, the principles for which 
our great and noble dead suffered the 
agonies of poverty, the loss of wives 
and children, imprisonment foul and 
brutal, they who died that we might 
live, who studied in order that we might 
understand th‘e laws of life and point 
the way to freedom.

As well to ask the earth to stay her 
course, and the rich blood that made 
our banner red co-mingled with ours, be 
perfidiously turned to blue before a 
Socialist will turn his back upon the 
light that alone will illumine the way 
to his emancipation.

In reference to the statement of our 
friend Joe MarEk 
great need for a Labor Party, apart 
from the Socialist, or any organization

:

. Sir,—I do not know that I quite 
understand the article on ‘ ‘ The Demand 
for a Distinct Labor Party in Politics” 
—and perhaps I might not agree with 
its veiws. If the Labor Party it has 
in view as “truly a labor party” is 
one which stands firmly for the class 
struggle, then of course the 8. D. P. 
should look with favor upon ite growth. 
But why a new party in that case— 
does not the 8. D. P. already exist f 
Undoubtedly there is much latent and 
active unrest in Canada, but it is of 
such a character as will under present

>

in
irn

u y of the LaborA comparative
and Liberal platforms as outlined at 

I the present time strikes a class-con-- 
scious worker au being singularly akin 
to each other. Vie do not mean to infer 
that they were -drawn up by the same 
identical bodies, but, rather, that the 
mental attitude #f each applies the

', viz.: “There is a
CHAS. H. NEWMAN.

Niagara Falls, Ont.

tion and injustice. For here lies an im­
portant difference between our age and 
the Sixteenth Century—it ia more con­
cerne.! with social problems than with 
religious issues. And herein ia evi­
denced the greatest positivism of mod­
ern democracy, which strives to solve 
practical questions of human aocial con­
ditions rather than the problems of 
religion.

Democracy, the general critical inter­
est and active participation of the peo­
ple—the masses—in social as well as 
the political aspects of natural life, 
that is the concept which marks such 
a vestal distinction between our age 
and Elizabeth % The latter was an aris­
tocratic, monarchical age, to which de- 
moeraey as we understand it, was un­
known, or at least unfamiliar. It is in­
deed true that Puritanism had a demo­
cratizing tendency, but the prominence 
of the religious issue almost obscured 
the political in its struggle with the 
loyal authority. The fact of the Resto­
ration finally states the lack of funda­
mental democracy at that time.

As might be expected, the attitude 
towards democracy in political and social 
life of the two periods is reflected in 
their respective literatures. Elizabeth­
an drama is said to be a drama without 
a “tendency,” whereas modern drama 
ia represented by a Shaw, an ] 
Swindling, has a “tendency,”

■(Continued

in reality there is a profound differ­
ence owing to the very fact of the de­
velopment of the positivism and pro- 
testantism which were only in their 
genesis during the Elizabethan Age.

The freedom of scientific research has 
become a matter of course with us and 
anyone attempting to restrict it would 
be justly considered an absurd ana­
chronism. Science has in our days been 
so widely applied to practical life, and 
the development of machinery has been 
so amazingly extensive that the exted 
nal structure of society would seem ra­
dically changed to a resurrected Eliza­
bethan. Our methods of transportation 
communication and production, with all 
pertaining thereto, have made an indus­
trial age. They have destroyed feudal­
ism, with its probletiis and relations, 
ad have instead raised new problems 
1 eculiar to industrialism. The class- 
struggle is now no longer between the 
no)rie and the burgher, but between the 
middle class—burgher class—-and the 
proletariat. We read very little of any 
activities of the Elizabethan proletariat 
—it seems to have lacked effective pro­
testing force and individuality; where­
as the modern proletariat which 
daily st
of the factories,-is a p&wer to be reck­
oned with in the social and political . 
life of the state. It is the demos which

ment, this time not against religious 
under consideration were similar. But corruption, but against social corrup-

.

OUR LITERARY CAUSERIE
SHAKESPEARE’S AGE AND OUR 

OWN.
By Maurice Specter

inaugurated a period of enlightenment. 
The mind, released from the iron sway 
of mediaeval religious orthodoxy with 
its constant brooding on the problem 
of heayen and hell, was free now to 
speculate on new "contents and new 
forms for those contents whether "they 
dealt with astronomy or literature. The 
Reformation too, was not only a religi­
ous experience of the Northern European 
nations; it was also an additional in­
valuable impetus to the spirit of criti­
cism independence and protest which 
is fundamental for all original thought. 
The outcome of the intèr-acting influ­
ence of these two movements, was to 
make the Elizabethan Age eminently 
practical and positive. Accordingly 
Professor Dowden, a critic of Shakes­
peare, asserts that “in that period in­
stead of substituting supernatural pow­
ers and persons and events for the na­
tural facts of the world, men recurred 
to theserfaets and found in them in­
spiration.

z-

What a certain critic has said of 
Plato may with equal truth, be allowed 
of Shakespeare: “He is for all time; 
yet to understand him rightly, he must 
be studied in relation to his own age.” 
That is to say, it is impossible to ab­
stract Shakespeare from the historical 
period in which he worked. For one 
need not be an extreme adherent of the 
theory that the environment is the 
greatest determining factor in an art­
ist’s development, in order to admit 
readily that the varions characteristics 
of th4 great dramatist’s age" were far 
too significant to have missed exercising 
a pervading influence on hie achieve­
ments. It is our present -purpose to 
make a brief study of these character­
istics and to compare or contrast them 
with the outstanding features of the 
Twentieth Century.

The*spirit of the Elizabethan age i$as 
ominated by two epoch-making histori- 
al movements—the Renaissance and 
lie Reformation. The former, by open- 
ig. the flood-gates of classical culture, 
roke the spell of Europe’s long intel- 
>. tual torpor of the Middle Ages, and

“ 1

V

S
As the‘heirs of all preceding ages” 

we have naturally inherited and re­
tained both the positivism and the.pro- 
testantism of the Elizabethan Age. Su­
perficially it might appear, "then, that is leading the 
the form and spirit of the two a

in thousands in and out
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THE CANADIAN ie sake and...» m
of argument, that each is the ease, that 
does not seem to give any justification 
for reason-endowed man allowing him­
self to be guided in his organization of 
society by the laws which govern the 
unreasoning brute. For what purpose 
has man been endowed with reason if 
not to enable him to rise above the 
brute creation, not merely in his or­
ganization of the means of procuring 
food, but also in the relation of the in­
dividual towards his fellows! If the 
law of the jungle is to be his rule of 
life, what becomes of his claim to be a 
religious being endowed with an im­
mortal soul.

To the Socialist the community repre­
sents a huge family organization, in 
which the strong should employ their 
gifts in promoting the weal of all, in­
stead of using their strength for their 
own personal aggrandisement. In like 
manner the community of states which 
compose the world, and making full al­
lowance for the difference of environ­
ment, of tradition, and of evolution, he 
regards as a comity which should be co­
operating for the elevation of the race. 
Believing these things, the Socialists 
of all lands are working for their re­
alization. • .

The Socialist, recognizing that the 
state is but the expression of the will 
of the people, accepts it as an existing 
fact, and seeks by means of education 
of the "electorate; to change the concep­
tion upon which the state at present 
rests and the functions which it exer­
cises. Theoretically the state exists to 
protect life and property; in fact, the - 
modern state exists primarily to protect 
property, and will destroy life as freely 
as it is destroyed either in the caverns 
of the ocean or the depths of the forest 
rather than allow property to be forc­
ibly interfered with in the slightest 
degree. This, however, is but natural 
when we remember that in the past 
only the propertied classes had^any real 
influence in the moulding of the state. 
From the dawn- of history we get 
glimpses of the toiling multitude slowly 
emerging from serfdom. We see one 
section after another painfullywinning 
its way into political recognition, but 
always as the owners of property. 
Hence the fact that the state is primar­
ily concerned with the preservation of 
the rights of property. The aristocrat 
as the great war lord, the yeoman as 
his captain, the trading and commercial 
classes and the great barons of finance 
have all in turn succeeded in asserting 
themselves and impressing their will 
upon the state.

No law can give freedom to a people 
which is dependent upon some power 
or authority outside themselves for the 
necessaries of life. The owners of the 
means of life can dictate the terms 
upon which all who are not the owners 
are to be permitted to live. This is the 

’ great new fact which Socialists are 
bringing to the front. Socialism says 
to the worker, It is not the state which 
holds you in bondage: it is the private 
monopoly of those means of life with­
out which you cannot live, and until 
you make these means of life the com­
mon property and . inheritance of all 
you can never hope to escape from 
your bondage. The economic object 
of Socialism, therefore, is to make land 
and industrial capital common property 
and to cease to produce for profit of 
the landlord and the capitalist and t0" 
begin ?tq produce for the use of the 
community,

The disinherited and propertyless 
people are learning that socialism and 
freedom “gang together’’ and will use 
thfr state as the means whereby pro­
perty, and the freedom which its pos­
session ensures, shall ,become the com­
mon inheritance of every citizen.

claim ekn peace 
world. Socialism 
and brotherhood implies a living recog 
nition of the fact that the duty of the 
strong ie not to hold the weak in sub­
jection, but to assist them to rise higher 
in the scale of humanity, and that this 
cannot be done by trampling upon add 
exploiting their weaknes, but by caring 
for them and showing them the better

- implies
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Socialism With its promise of free­

dom, its larger hope for humanity, its 
triumph of peace over war, its binding 
of the races of the earth into one all-

d

embracing brotherhood, must prevail. 
Capitalism is the creed of the dying 
present. Socialism throbs with the life 
of the days that are to be. It has- 
claimed its martyrs in the past; it is 
claiming them now—will claim them 
still; but what then! Better to rebel 
a thousand ’times than bear the yoke of 
thwarted life.

' :
I
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A Rambler’s Review Vi
i

(Continued from Page One) ^ j
f

Sir*Percy at one time Deputy Minister 
of Munitions—a position which surely 
ranked him amongst the men who know. 
And did not Sir Percy quit his job as a 
public servant to take up a position far 
more lucrative, as director ht a private 
corporatioon of Armstrong & Whit­
worth? Look for the lion beneath the 
feathers when you hear the cooing of 
the dove! ' -

Toronto, Canada December 2,191tiVol. 1, No. 3

“The general tendency of capitalist 
production is not to raise, but to 
lower the average, standard of 
wages.”—Karl Marx.
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106

- : ,

CONSCRIPTION OF WEALTH. lie men’s utterances that the only 
call for sacrifice they ever utter is 
made to men for whom country 
has no more meaning than the pre­
sent location of a job. When from 
our public platforms we hear coup­
led with the conscription of men 
the conscription of wealth also, 
there might be “something dof

London is so much excited over the s; 
war that a leading capitalistic daily 
keeps writing about attempts that have 
been made to solve the problem, “What 
does little birdie say?" According to 
some individuals “t” is the consonant 
that birds favor, and an English listen­
er claims that the nightingale says 
something like this in starting its 
melody:—

“ Tion-tiou-tiou, ut-nt-ut-ut, t dut­
ch ott, tcMtchou, tchitchon, tchittehit, . 
rrrrrrrrouit. ”

This is all very interesting. But SB 
what we should like to see in the capi­
talistic prints is a true representation 
of the Patriot Bird’s melody. Here is 
our rendering:— *> .

Ppprrrroffittttttt ! Pppprrroff itttttt l
Ppprrrroff ittttttttt !

There is tadreadful sameness about 
the Patriot Bird’s notes — musical 
notes, we mean. The “t,” it will be 
observed, is also very prominent. Oc­
casionally this variation is added:—

tio-tio-tiu-hu-e e e e

The world in general is realiz­
ing that it takes both men and 
money to carry on war of any 
magnitude. While this truth is 
self-evident, the methods of feed­
ing war’s holocaust seem to be pur­
sued without the slightest regard 
for this demonstrable fact. In 

- every country now at war .«very 
force has been brought to bear to 
gather the whole of the nation’s 
available man-power into the 
fighting forces. It needs no statis- 
tistical evidence to show that the 
bulk of this man-power is drawn 
from the toiling and wage-earning 

Indeed, it is clear to any

■

ing.”
We say “might” advisedly. For 

when a worker quits his job for 
the battlefield he offers all that he 
can ever hope to call his own—his 
life: And such a sacrifice certainly 
calls for sincere hesitation. But 
can the capitalist be made to suffer 
even by the most exorbitant taxa­
tion? Surely this war is teaching 
the world that capital—the dom­
inating power in world economics 
—must be transferred to those by 
whose labor it is created.

-

:

:0m
:class. ■■

observer that the management of 
the present war is in hands other 
than those of the workers. For 
while all effort has been concentra­
ted on the conscripting of vast 
numbers of men no corresponding 
attention has been paid to the con­
scription of the wealth that buys 
the cannon and shell.

Of course we are frequently ask­
ed to look at the unparalleled tax­
ation imposed by the various gov­
ernments. Yet who can point to 
a single instance where the capital­
ist has suffered by this supposedly 

. extortionate taxation? Have not

m

m
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W w-e-rr-kk-e-rrs I
The Lyre Bird finds special soil in, 

Australia, and has reached a high 
stage of cultivatioon. The capitalistic 
press liars have had extraordinary de­
velopment in Brisbane of late. But a 
noticeable change ie made in the notes 
of this particular bird, a total change, 
it may be said. Instead of a consonant 
it has selected a vowel, thus:—
IIIIIIIIIII am-am-It-------- —

it-it-it-it-it.
Tit-tit-ter, tit-titter, tit-titter, 

tit-titter. (This chorus is supplied by 
the General Public Bird, who is a wary 
old lump of feathers).

-> l.
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N.B.—This is No. 3 of a series of passages 

culled from the works of the world’s greatest 
sociological writers, lu their final form these 
articles will makes worth-while anthology of 
Social-Democracy.

m§
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■ all these various levies been pass­

ed on to the workers and extract­
ed in the usual processes of rent, 
profit and interest? Even turn to 
the many, many “patriotic” funds 
—Red Cross, Belgian Relief, Polish 
Relief, Returned Soldiers, etc., etc. 
Do we not find .that the magnani­
mous contributions of our patriotic 
corporations are based on forced 
levies from "the workers them­
selves? Even were this not true, 
do we not find that despite their 
contributions the rich grow stead­
ily richer, the poor grow steadily 
poorer?

It is a poor, unimpressive plea 
to turn to the-worker for sacrifice 
on HIS country’s behalf. Yet such

r ;
. FROM SERFDOM TO SOCIALISM. 

J. HEIR HARDIE.M
MM

*> “Tush”- Socialism is much more than either a 
political creed or an economic dogma. 
It presents to the modern world a new 
conception of society and a new basis 
upon which to build up the life of the 
individual ahd of the state. Hitherto 
we have been accustomed to assume

. m
The Thinker.

(The People’s College News.) 
“Why do I spin the silk 

A thousand idlers wear?
Why do I tend the loom 

And yet myself go bare?
that because in the lower phases of life 
we witnesr what appears - to be a con­
tinual struggle for existence, with bar­
riers of want ever pressing against the 
ire.easing multitudes of animals and 
plants requiring support, that these 
same conditions must also necessarily 
apply to human existence. Nature, red 
m tootli and claw, may be a faithful

is which ac-

;V>

i Why do I till the fields •
And sow the corn and wheat; 

Then, when a panic comes 
Myself get naught to eat»"

I

This change in the ownership of land 
and capital and in the object of pro­
duction, however, is merely the medium 
through which it is hoped the Soèialist 
spirit will find expression. Socialism 
implies the inherent equality of “ "

It does not aesum

Si

Yes! He begi,v-. .description of the coi 
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% 01 ternational Choir, whose activiti
been previously noted in this 
One of the unique numbers was 
duet. The vocal items provided 
Olive V. Quast an* Mr. Cla;
Quast received a fine appreciation from 
the audience. Indeed, the whole pro­
gram was a magnificent success. It is 
certainly unusual to find on a musical 
program of so high-grade a nature a 
quotation such as that from Bichard 
Wagner, “Art and Revolution,’' which 
appeared op our comrades’ announce­
ment.

VUG LWU 

pr”er'
“When I see a man who goes out to 

hamstring the party, to consume its 
vitality in wrangling and bickering, the 
question will always be in my mind: 
‘Is this man being paid to disrupt the 
partyt Why does this man fight the 
party the way he doesf

»->
'"-Xis®

& '•

on C.
ing the passage of the War Precautions 
Act, and under it and its regulations 
we have seen the suppression of speech 
and press, imprisonment of workmen, 
and unpunished brigandage on the part 
of predatory interests.

Control of the metal resources of the 
continent by men who were the inti­
mate of the Germanic interests they 
introduced and fostered; control of 
shipments by Bell, by Darling, and al­
lied interests;, control of Common­
wealth financial arrangements by bank­
ers and stockjobbers, to all these is to 
be added, if possible, control of the 
lives and working conditions of the 
wagearners by the bugle and the drawn 
sword of militarism—such are- the con­
trasts that confront us.

LABOR I

i CONSCRIPTION Pi> >>

New that conscription in Australia DEATH OF JACK LONDON.
Comrade London has passed the por­

tal, fought his last fight, and paid his 
last debt.

The influence of his life’s work will 
•be felt for years to come. He passed 
away at his Glen Ellen Ranch, near 
Santa Rosa, California, a victim of 
uremic poisoning.

His tempestuous career began in 
San Francisco. Born of very poor par­
ents, he had developed even at the age 
of eleven a mania fbr reading and took 
full advantage of the public libraries. 
So 'assiduous a reader did he become 
that very quickly he developed nervous 
disorder owing to lack of exercise.

At the age of fifteen he spent his 
pennies for beer instead of candy, as 
lie thought it mo^e manly.

He became an oyster pirate, shipped 
as a sailor on a schooner, and later 
went on a salmon fishing expedition, ul­
timately becoming fish-patrolman. In 
thi/ position he had many wild en­
counters and exciting experiences.

From these early associations devel­
oped an innate love for all things na­
tural, which gave him the ground work 
for his later literary attainments.

He wins in turn novelist, Socialist, re­
former and antheopologist. A resume 
of his books, “The Call of the Wild,’’ 
“Before Adam,” “The Iron Heel,” 
etc., leaves no room for doubt that he 
had mastered the art of nature study.

He stands out pre-eminently for the 
scientific manner in which the great 
truths of biological evolution are pre­
sented, and even where the fictitious 
character of his fertile brain attempts 
to outline a dramatic scene on the stage 
of animal theatricals, there is withal a 
grain of truth.

From the day of dawn to the setting 
of his sun he was a man of his class, 
always fighting the battles of the down­
trodden and oppressed.

He was a. prolific writer, abstemious 
in his habits. He never presumed to 
be a moralist and hated the hypocritical 
veneer of our present social order.

It can be truly said of him: “Truly 
he lived his own life and the world is 
richer for his living.”

He was twice married, being divorced 
from his first wife five years after the 
first tie had been made.

Labor to him was considered dignified ■ 
in so far as it added to his experiences 
and knowledge.

He worked at shovelling * coal and 
making jute, and closed his chequered 
career in the prime of life at 41 years 
of age.

the majority . over conscription being 
nearly 64,000, it is of unusual interest 
to read the manifesto drawn up by the 
National Executive of Australian Çon- 

which was printed together with 
the Trade Union Congress report. It 

Seized at midnight during a raid 
made on the Melbourne Trades,, Hall 
and the printers on July 29, 1916, and 
an offer was afterwards made to allow 

/"the manifesto to go forth if the pas­
sages printed in italics weae excised, 
but the executive indignantly refused. 
Fellow-Unionists

Conscriptioft is the law in Great Bri­
tain and in the Republic of France.

The success of this concert is per­
haps best measured from the proceeds. 
We have our, Winnipeg comrsjdes to 
thank for a welcome cheque amounting 
to $^8.25. Splendid work! Who's 
next!

5p

BIG UNDERTAKING BY TORONTO 
WOMEN’S S.-D. - LEAGUE.

Toronto Women Social-Democrats are 
going ahead in greaf style. A splen­
did effort is being organized to raise 
funds for the party through the_jne- 
dium of a grand bazaar. The .hearty 

■“co-operation pf every local and S.-D. P. 
organization in the city has already 
been won and every worker is getting 
down to make a huge success. The 
Jewish organizations are furnishing two 
booths and a big crowd. Last year the 
proceeds amounted to more than $500. 
It is anticipated that the present effort 
will bring an equal amount, seeing that 
greater co-operation and better location 
are offsetting to a great extent the lack 
of long preparation; Proceeds are to 
be divided equally-sbetween The Cana­
dian Forward, Toronto Municipal Cam­
paign, Jewish organization and the Wo­
men’s Social-Democratic League. The 
bazaar will be a two-day affair, com­
mencing on Friday evening, Dec. 9th. 
Saturday afternoon will see special at­
tractions for the children.

Because of these facts the trade 
unionists of- Australia have taken steps 
to guard the rights achieved by long 
yeari of sacrifice and toil. They will 
not lightly let them go. They will con­
tend with all the powers at their dis­
posal and all the resources at their 
command against the enactment in Aus­
tralia of practices and conditions im­
posed, under the pretence of national 
salvation, upon the workers of other 
countries.” --

For these reasons and in order to

In both countries conscription has 
been used to render null and void all 
the achievements of trade unionism— 
to destroy customs, rights and prac­
tices—to dilute and whittle away—to 
put unskilled in the place of skilled, 
' in the place of men, childrenwomen
in the place of adults.

In both countries, conscription has 
been used not merely as an instrument 
of national defence, but as a bludgeon 
to break down" the standard of the in-

.

meet any contingency that may aVise, 
the trade unions met in congress. The 
congress represented 280,000 unionists 
drawn from all states. It did not rep­
resent the whole body of organized la­
bor; but it did include in its represen­
tation the most powerful and most mili­
tant unions of this continent. Many 
organizations that, because of time, dis­
tance and expense, could not send a 
delegation, sent intimations of their 
views, and those_ views, in nearly every 
case, coincided with the decision of the 

A week later after the con-

.
u

dustrial classes. - t
In both countries conscription com­

mences not in the seizure of the body 
ut originates in thefor slaughter, 

proclamation itself.
From that moment every. subject 

within the prescribed agqs is a poten­
tial subject of the sword. From that 
moment every industrial is a slave, 
every act of protest a crime, and every 
workman who rises in indignation 
against the destruction of some hard- 

right or privilege of his occupa­
tion is seized, interned, deported, or

V

PARTY ANNOUNCEMENTScongress.
gross, the Fraud Council—the supreme 
official body of the Australian trade 
union movement—at its conference in 
Hobart recorded opinions identical With 
those of the congress in Melbourne.

The need for the Labor Party ta re­
verse the capitalists’ style of war*’ 
policy was emphasized by congress.,

Illl 1111

ALBERTA PROVINCIAL EX­
ECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Mae Is at Mrs. A. Martin’s, 10528 
98th Street, Edmonton, Alta.

won

eoMCribecl.
In both countries the indi^rial mag­

nates, the controllers of the ocean trans-, 
portation and the great financiers have 
been permitted to wax fat on the 
slaughter. In both countries the suspen­
sion at trade union conditions, the co- 
ercionist and the suppressive practices 
permiesable under conscription has 
made trado unionism a ’ mere name, a 
memory of the past, has made the work­
ers the helpless victims of every grad- 
grind.

These things have happened in the 
land where “Britons never shall be 
slaves ’ ’ and under the banner of Repub­
lican France. In neither country have 
the toiling masses been permitted to 
express an election opinion upon the 
economic serfage created by conscrip­
tion—no more than if they had been 
inhabitants of the most absolute despot­

■
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OUR LITERARY CAUSERIE
A resolution submitted in favor of a 

general cessation of work should con­
scription be brought in, w»s not car­
ried, but it was agreed that if con­
scription became imminent a referen­
dum of members of unions should be 
held to decide as to the calling of an 
industrial strike in Australia. The 
congress also agreed to co-operate in . 
opposing political candidates speaking 
or voting iff favor of conscription.

We gather no feeling of security 
from men who to-day are mouthing the 
platitudes of the traditional foes of la­
bor, who sing harmoniously the praises 
of institutions they previously assailed. 
The vital interests of trade unionism 
demand it to be ready to resist every 
encroachment, no matter how it ap­
proaches, what language it speaks, or 
in what garb it appears. In this crisis 
the safety of labor is to be found not 
in blind faith or childish confidence, but 
in the organized watchfulness, and its 
rigid determination to uphold the de-' 
cisions of the congress.

Dn behalf of the Nation»! Executive.
Signed (13 Signatories).

i'T-'
(Continued from Page Four) 

the former drama takes no definite or 
particular stand on a certain question 
dealing with social or political life, 
while the latter is a direct criticism of 
some phag«r of modern life. This phe- 
menon is obviously a result of the fact 
that the Elizabethans did not feel any 
-tir of social protest around them. The 
people were too absorbed in guarding * 
and strengthening the foundations of 
English national liberty, to criticize ex­
insting institutions. A dramatist like 
Shakespeare, of the universal mind, 4e 
yet so far a child of bis age that-he 
ignores or holds up to ridicule the com­
mon people, but writes several plays 
dealing with English national history.
It is on this ground that Whitman con­
demns the great poems (Shakespeare’s 
included) as being “poisonous to the 
idea of the pride and dignity of the 
common people, the life-blood of demo­
cracy . . . They had their birth in 
courts .• . and all smell of prince’s 
favors.”

But tow differently moulded would 
the contents of Shakespeare’s dramas ' 
have been had he lived in our eventful 
century when the struggle for the at­
tainment of social democracy "occupies 
the chief place on the world stage. If 
modern social life contains such, poten­
tialities as inspired the work of a Hen- 
rick Ibsen, a Bernard Shaw, and an 
Anatole France, it is an interesting and 
fascinaing speculation to consider to 
what extent it would have influenced 
the master genius greater than them 
all—Shakespeare. -
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NEWS OF THE MOVEMENTThe principle of conscription is one 
thjjng—its practice is quite another. In 
principle it is an instrument of na­
tional defence; in practice it is made 
an instrument of working-class subjuga­
tion. It is so under the Union Jack 
and the Tricolor of France, and since 
in Australia we have seen a slavish, 
imitation of the laws, regulations and 

g practices of the Imperial Government it 
behooves the organized toilers of Aus- 

• tralia to speak and act before the clock 
I of trickery is permitted to strike the 

hour of doom, , !> ;
Because the proclamation of con­

scription is made the hour of the past, 
the democracy is too late, its lipp are 

» sealed, it can speak no more; evefy man 
is a soldiejg subject to "the laws, the 
de<;i8ions, and the abrupt penalties of 

, the drumhead.
We place no value iu the promises 

that inscription will not mean for the

Notice to Locals.—We shall be glad 
to publish each week beneath this head­
ing reports of the doings and activities 
of any local. Copy sent in should be 
written clearly on one side of the paper 
only. Reports should be brief as 
possible.
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SPLENDID EFFORT BY WINNIPEG 
COMRADES.

BENSON ON PARTY KICKERS.
Wonderful Musical Event Staged to 

Support Paper.
“To build up the party, what must 

we dot” asked an interviewer of Alan
Benson. He had been sitting. He rose 
now, his big frame erect, his big voice 
booming and his eyes flashing.

“One thing we must do is to kick 
put the gentlemen in our party who are/ 
fighting Socialists instead of outsid­
ers, ” he declared. “I mean the few in­
tellectuals, so-called, who spend the 
time between campaigns criticizing, 
fighting, hampering the party, and then 
before election time go to the capitalist 

dur papers with long statements as to wliich

One of the rarest and most magni­
ficent treats staged by the members of 
the S. D. P. of C. to aid any party 
enterprise was supplied by the comrades 
in Winnipeg on Sunday, Nov. 1.

Whoever it was that was responsible 
for this concert held in the Grand Opera 
House certainly showed a conspicuous' 
taste and insight. The program present­
ed a musical feast of wonderful variety 
and refined choice. The opening song 
and final glee were rendered by the In-

■
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s3*8 of Australia what it has meant 
the organized working classes of 43»

The receipt of this paper is au 
invitation to subscribe. Fifty-two 
issues for $1.00
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THE SPICE BOXWHAT OTHERS ARE THINKING THEsr.
te ' - Jr.-
sa

The development of capitalism does 
not retard Socialism. The only thing 
that retards Sôcialism is ignorance. 
Get busy and awaken the workers.

Capitalism is economic cannibalism. 
It is not how much an insect eats that 
makes him a bed bug. It is how he 
gets it. It is not how much a man has 
that makes him a Capitalist—it is how 
he gets it.

(Continued from Page Two)Bright Clippings from 
Widea-wake Contemporaries
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all. It is purely biological and is found 
In all the higher forms of life. It is
the law of self-preservation expressed _ 
as rare preservation, and the idea of 
“ self-sacrifice’ ’ never enters in so the 
head of the mother. In the là'iftàtaf ] 
of affection u£on her child, often te 
her own physical harm, she but gratifies 
self. Many indulgent 1 ' self-sacrificing ’ ' 
parents have absolutely no considera­
tion for the children of their neighbors.

Another oft-quoted example of self- 
sacrifice is the early Christians. Karl 
Kautsky, in a controversy with E. Bel­
fort Bax on materialism, says: “It is 
jn my opinion possible to explain the 
aversion to earthly things and the long- 
iqg for death in Nearly Christianity by 
the material conditions of the time in 
the Roman Empire It would, however, 
be preposterous to find a material in­
terest as a cause for the longing for 
death. ’ ’ Quite true, but Kautsky over­
looks the fact that not only were the 
conditions of life in the empire suffi" 
cient to rob life of all joy among the 
slave class, but death itself was but the 
gateway to glory—“ spiritual'1 self- 
interest. “What profiteth a man if he 
gain the whole world and lose his soul,” 
i.e., immortality, or eternal happinee.
The law of life, to life, and to live bet­
ter, was merely pushed beyond the por­
tals of death. And the faith of the 

L daily Christian was no pious hope: He 
was dead sure, or I do not understand 
history.

If Kautsky had turned to the 19th 
chapter of the Gospel according to Mat­
thew, he would have found some start- 
ling proof as to the disinterested shd 
non-material motives of the early Chris­
tians. A certain young man came to 
Jesus and said, “Master, what good 
thing shall I do that I may have eternal 
life?” Jestri told him to keep the 
mandmeuts. The young man assured . -|
Him that he had kept them all from his 
youth up and asked what yet he lack­
ed. To which Jesus replied, “If thou 
will be perfect go and sell all that 
thou hast and give to the poor, and 
thou shalt have treasure in heaven; and 
come and follow me.” And the young 
man went away^very sorrowful, for he 
had great possessions. The investment 
did not look gepd to him. Then Peter 
said ‘ * Behold, we *ave forsaken all and 
followed thee.” What Splendid sacri­
fice!, But, alas, he added, “What shall 
we have therefore.” No, I am not at­
tributing any “base, sordid, self-seek^ 
ing” motives to Peter, as, according to 
the Gospel, he forsbke all some time 
previous to making this enquiry. He 
was only obeying the primal taw. And 
Jesus said, “Verily I say unto you that 
ye which have followed me, . . shall 
receive an hundred fold, and shall in­
herit everlasting life.” And this for 
the “sacrifice” of the possessions of 
a fisherman. What a sublime invest­
ment! The writer of the story wrote 
in obedience to the primal law. He 
could not imagine anyone giving up 
anything without hope for some greater 
thing or satisfaction in return. Cast 
thy bread upon the waters and it will 
return unto thee after many days—but­
tered. Can you wonder that this story 
is popular in capitalist society, where 
equal for equal is undreamt of, and 
much tot little is good business. But I 
now approach the “holy of holies,” and 
lest I should give offence, I will take 
leave of Holy Writ and ask the reader 
to draw his own conclusions as to thi 
nature of the “Supremest Sacrifiîb,” 
the great example for all the “Snprc-- 
Sacrifices” of press, platform, and pui-

o-
labor—and the unexpected smidiness of 
the Socialist vote is part of the story.

Wilson is not a labor President, never 
has been and never really will be. He 
may be a reformers’ President, or a 
progressives' President, bnt not a labor 
President. While he is undoubtedly 
more intelligent and sympathetic with 
labor than Hughes—around election 
time—he is not fundamentally social­
istic. He may take steps towyd gov­
ernment ownership, which steps will 
draw into hie train many more radicals, 
but Wilson will never take a step to­
wards smashing the wage system or 
lessening the control of industry by the 
trusts. »

The Strategy of Reforms.
(The Rebel, Texas.)

Bismarck’s game was to grant reme­
dial legislation far in advance of any­
thing that has been tried in this coun­
try. Under Bismarck’s guidance the 
German Parliament began as early as 
1887 to grant public old age, sick, un­
employed and death insurance, wiped 
out slums, destroyed poorhonses, estab­
lished the eight-hour day, abolished illi­
teracy, erased child slavery, established 
government owned railways, telephones, 
telegraphs, markets, abolished homeless- 

„ ness until 86 per c£nt- of the Germans 
now own their own homes, etc.—all to 
the end that the slaves be kept well-fed 
and contented.

In short Bismarck frankly avowed 
that the purpose of these reforms was 
to “raise a bulwark against the rising 
tide of Socialism”—to take “wind out 
of the sails of the Socialists.”

However, the German Socialists did 
not stop their agitation in the fool be­
lief that the capitalist government 
would now cut its own throat by hand­
ing the workers freedom on a gold plat­
ter. Instead they, communed among one 
another thusly: “Bismarck gave us So­
cialistic measure because our vote in­
creased last election. So let us in­
crease our agitatoin, education and or­
ganization. still more and thus force him 
to hand us more than ever.”
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To make a capitalist bbuqet take an 
untaught famished child of the slums, 
a drunken wife-beater, a lost woman 
of the streets, a jail-made criminal, a 
sweater’s slave, an unenydoyed work­
man, an overworked laborer, a broken- 
down pauper, a bowelless money lender, 
a time-saving politician, a fraudulent 
bankrupt, a jerry contractor, a dissolute 
aristocrat. All of these flowers are the 
fair product of the soil on which our 
present system is based. They form a 
bouquet which smells good—to the 
capitalist.
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t- The Fight Still on in Russia!

(New Review.)
During the war the Russian workers 

have not only managed to maintain 
their economic struggle, but organize a 
number of political strikes. In April, 
1915, there was a large protest strike 
on the memorial day- of the massacre 
of the gold workers in the tiena dis­
trict, and 400 men were arrested. On 
May 1, 35,000 workers went on strike 
in St. Petersburg. In June and July the 
textile workers in Kostroma and Iwano- 
Wosnesensky 'Engaged in an economic 
struggle ending with mere than 100 
workers killed) many wounded, and a 
large number of arrests. As a protest 
against these bloody events the work­
ers in St. Petersburg organized strikes. 
The movement developed great strikes 
in August and September, when, after 
the dissolution of the Duma the work­
ers demonstrated against the Govern­
ment, their demand being: “Down with 
the Government.” In September, 15,- 
000 men were on strike in Nijni-Nov- 
gorod, and a large number in Moscow, 
Charkoff, and in the south of Russia. 
Not only has the war not crushed the 
revolutionary movement, but during the 
last six months the movement has gain­
ed in intensity.
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? Labor trying to better its conditions 

by electing either of the old political 
parties to office is like petitioning the 
devil for a pass to heaven.

>
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1i
Rent profit and interest represent the 

difference between :whatv. the workers 
earn and what they get. (

; -*
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If you steal a meal you are a criminal, 
but if you steal a railroad or one mil­
lion .acres of land you are an ornament 
to society.

/■:

I Lighting Labor’s Way.
(Sydney Aust., International Socialist.)

We are a small party compared with 
the Labor Party. But we have large­
ness of purpose, clarity of vision, the 
enthusiasm of unhoped for reward, a 
great ideal to be accomplished, all un­
sullied by the lucre of office or the 
desire for personal aggrandisement, that 
has cursed the Labor movement. ’ And 
this being so, we are satisfied to keep 
on fighting in thé' vanguard of the 
Labor movement in the knowledge that 
we are blazing the trail that must in­
evitably be follbwed by those who fight 
in the great battle of working class 
emanoipatioh.

m
The capitalist idea of prosperity on 

earth is about the same as the devil’s 
idea of prosperity in hell) m' <

' ;The slave produces for his own living. 
But for that privilege he must first 
produce for his master.

■ jcom-

When a working man has a wooden 
leg he finds it hard to get along. But 
he thinks he gets along alright with a 
wooden head. m

War What For!
(Glasgow Forward.)

At one time the French called us Per­
fide Albion because we did it a,nd de­
nied it. Now here is the military corre­
spondent, London Times, Sept. 31, 1916, 
openly admitting it and gloryii^ in it, 
even during this great struggle for 
small nationalities:—

“Nobody in particular noticed that 
between 1878 and 1902 the British army 
addéd to the Empire an area of terri­
tory equal to that of the United States, 
but the British soldier naturally noiiced 
it because he did it. In the mountains 
that girdle the North-wes» Frontier, 
amidst the rocks of Afghanistan, 
through the swamps and forests of Bur­
ma and Africa, on the veldt, in Egypt, 
and in the deserts of the Soudan, an 
Empire was being carved out by the 
old army in a quiet, unostentatious, but 
methodical sort of way.”

The difference between British.. Im­
perialism and Pan-Germanism, is that 
the former operates solely for the wel­
fare Of the absorbed nationalities, in 
fact, does it at great personal sacrifice 
for their own good: while the latter, is 
it not exploitation, penetration, bar- 
barization, sensualizetion, domination, 
toestialization, and several other ations 
which we cannot just remember at the 
moment! " j

•i
When the workers are too industrious, 

over-production is the. result. The boss 
takes his ease, but the worker seeks 
the soup kitchen. Great system, is it 
not!
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• T A Contrast in Procedure.
(Toronto Star.)

The snow-cleaning days have come. 
Things would be made much easier for 
the householder if the procedure laid 
down for prosecuting the food mono­
polists were adopted for those who ne­
glect to shovel away the snow. First 
the City Council would have to be 
“shown” that snow had fallen and had 
not been removed. Then a policeman 
would be sent to investigate. The po­
liceman would report to the Council, 
and the Council would pass a resolution. 
The resolution would be sent to the 
Minister of Justice at Ottawa. The 
Minister of Justice would send a snow 
expert to visit- the scene of the crime. 
The investigator would report to the 
Minister. The Minister would then, per­
haps, request or instruct the Attorney- 
General of Ontario to prosecute the 
offender. \

Instead of that, the householder, after 
a yarning from the policeman, receives 
a summons, appears before the magis­
trate, and is summarily tried. -

Or, to reverse the case, what a boon 
it would be to the householder if he 
could get after the food monopolist as 
quickly as the tity authorities get after 
him for not shovelling the snow.
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■ “Whatever is, is right,” say our rul- 
That is their standard of moral-

■ :j era.
ity. Consequently all progress is revo­
lution and anarchy to them because it 
is undesirable from their standpoint.

A
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i The capitalist institution known as 
the court of justice imprisons a tramp 
because he lives off the earnings of 
other people. Why does not the bame 
rule apply to the millionaire?
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Jt takes persecution to awaken class- - 
consciousness.- That is why the wage- 
slaves will surely kick at-the prospect 
df conscription. m

Wages mean robbery. If you were 
paid what you produce, the master 
would be in the bread line. “Capital,” 
said Marx, ‘ ‘ is unpaid .wages. ”

tMil5»..

Capitalism means profit. Profit means 
competition, and competition means 
war. War is hell, but capitalism is 
three blanks and an asterisk.

t

We would not suggest that conscrip­
tion is wanted as a weapon to deal with 
the workers when the other business 
is finished with. We know"\ that the 
good kind master is too fine à chap to 
do anything like that.

SB
Wilson and Labor.

(American Socialist.)
Well, it’s four years more of Wilson. 

It’s scheduled, according to the inside 
dope hereto be four years of half-bak­
ed radicalism with the unavowed but 

am est purpose of smashing the So- 
alist party and building up a Liberal 
irty which will perpetuate itself in 
Gee ad infinitum. This is a pheno 
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' TÉ Sub Hustlers, and Local 
Secretaries, are requested to

pit.yI ¥
MAN WE’RE LOO!

“He’s so reckless he'i 
chances.” “Oh, do se

■ s„
cross the Atlantic and return without League’g Bazaar.”
need of re-fueling. Capitalism has per- --------- -—
verted science to tha service of d

forward at once all monies The latest achievement of science is 
the Deutschland submarine, which canm

■ collected on sale of Subs.
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Uniformity 
In Gorrespoi 1

Since the lest report went ont there 
has been a decided change for the bet­
ter in regard to the number of sub­
scribers, for the two weeks interven­
ing we have received the following 
amounts:
Subscriptions............
Maintenance (Winnipeg Central

Committee) ..................................
Maintenance (Montreal Central 

Council, disbanded) .■
Grand total ...............

Social-Democratic Party of if
m

We, the Social-Democratic Party of Canada in convention 
assembled, affirm our allegiance to and support of, the Internat­
ional Socialist Movement.

By virtue of the ownership of the means of production and 
distribution (natural resources, factories, mills, railroads, etc.) all 
wealth the workers produce, accrues into the hands of the capit­
alist class. This property the capitalist defends by means of the 
state (the army, the navy, the judiciary.)

The object of the Social-Democratic Party is to educate the 
workers of Canada to a consciousness of their class position in 
society, their economic servitude to the owners of capital, and to 
organize them into a political party to seize the reins of government 
and transform all capitalist property into the collective property 
of the working class. This social transformation means the lib­
eration not only of the proletariat, but of the whole human race. 
Only the working class, however, can bring it about. All other 
classes maintain their existence by supporting the present social 
order. , ... -. •. ' .._____ *_____

^ j

..... .6 119.75

Party Organization is greatly 
facilitated by uniformity in 
the make-up of letter-heads, 
etc. Local Secretaries are 
urged to place their next print­
ing order with the Party’s own . 
Press. They can thus adopt 
the standard Party letter-head 
and keep their own press busy 
—at a say|ng to all.

23.85 -

16.00 
$119.75

Rutherglen, Ontario, head* the sub- 
hustlers list with 36. Well done! Com­
petition is the soeul of business, let us 
have some more souls—we may save
them. S

■-

REPORTS.
Alberta.—Secretary Martin, of the 

executive reports renewed interest 
amongst the comrades since the re­
appearance of The Forward. Deep 
concern is manifested in regard to the 
character of the paper.

Manitoba.—Secretary Jolla, of the 
Ukranian Federation, Winnipeg, reporte 
that their members are deeply interest­
ed in our paper and desire to contri­
bute, notwithstanding the fact that 
they are carrying on a live propaganda 
to procure finances for their language 
paper, “ Robatehyj Harod,” for which 
purpose -their organizer, Papovieh, has 
secured over 61,000 in the Eastern prov­
inces.
- We have much to learn from our 
foreign language comrades.

I am in receipt of Manitoba Execu­
tive reply to the charges of isubordina- 
tion advanced by Winnipeg locals. This 
matter will be laid before the D. E. C. 
at next meeting. The International 
Choir Concert was a huge success.

Ontario.—Executive Secretary reports 
renewed activity amongst some of the 
locals. Hamilton comrades have the

8 ■
I

Tke Forward Press;m
: » $61-363 Spadina Ave., Toronto1/

The struggle of the working class against Capitalist exploita-*' 
tion produces ajustant state of warfare between these two forces 
for the control of political and economic power.

As a means of preparing the minds of the working class for 
the inauguration of the Co-operative 'Commonwealth, the Social- 
Democratic Party of Canada will support any measure that will 
tend to better conditions under capitalism, such as:

(1) Reduction of hours of labor.
(2) The elimination of child labor.
(3) Universal adult suffrage without distinction of sex or 

regard to property qualifications : and
(4) The Initiative, Referendum, and right of Recall.
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Who Is Yeur Favorite Movie Start
Understand all spoken parts. Read the moving 
lipa. A good Lip Reader understands every word 
spoken in the SI LENT DRAMA. ** Lip Reading 
in the Moviaa," just published, tells how. Contains 
a simple key for all Lip Positions and Movement! 
which enables the eye to “hear" the conversa tien 
on the screen. Price 25c. School of Lip Lan­
guage, Dept C25, Kansas City, Mo., U.S.A

'

r- mittion Government haa stung them to 
action on "The high coat of living.” A 
big mass meeting wae organized by the 
Dem. 'a in Montreal, 1,606 people being 
present (mostly plugs) to hear the So­
cialist interpretation on this engrossing 
subject. They not only got the capital­
ist's goat—hut also bread and milk. It 
is very encouraging tb see the other 
fellow getting it in the neck, but keep 
yonr eye on the libs—we are in for * 
flood ef “bourgeois philosophy” to 
cover isp the bloody track.
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S That Have Awakened the 
Minds of Thousands !

1 ►
►$9
f

syllabus of their winter session pre­
pared, and Comrade Jimmie Simpson 
will kick off for them on Dec. 3rd.

there the

>

| » Secretary Baiubridge will be 
following week to pueh holes in 
“Capitalist Democracy and the War.”

The Finnish comrades have organized 
a new local in Levack.

Toronto Rede are getting off to a 
good start. All locals in the city are 
running a winter course of lectures, 
getting things into shape for the big 
bazaar to take place on the 8th and 
9th of December, and trimming their 
sails for the January municipal canr- 
paign. Jimmie will be at his old game 
of showing up the maladministrators 
and punching holes in the “Retail 
Merchants’ Association,” etc., ad-in­
finitum. • ........ ' .

Tour Secretary will be in the run for 
Board of Education, fund with a poll of 
1,430 votes last year, looks like making 
somebody sit up and take notice.

Every active mind la stimulated by the newest in literature. 
Here is e selection of the most recent publications from the 
English and American Socialist publishers. Prices are the lov 
obtainable in Canada—no trouble over cuitom duty. Or»..* 
direct. •;

< ►
A correspondent from Bury writes for 

information how to form a local. He 
was advised and placed in touch with 
the provincial secretary.

i >
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HISTORY OF CANADIAN WEALTH, . . .
WAR-WHAT FOR ? 6. Kirkpatrick, . . . 75c.:

-
-

:Generally speaking, people are be­
coming interested. The miners are 
coming on fine and orders for bundles 
are coming in strong.

■ ►
Socialism and War, (Boudin)...........................
The War of Steel and Gold (Brailsford) . .
The High Cost of Living.(Kautsky) . . .
Justice in War-Time (Hon. Bertrand Russell) . .
The Social Evil and the Remedy (J. H. Greer. M.D.) Jffi! 
Where You Get Off (J. M. Work) . .

. $1.00■

►60c. :

60c. ►
X 45c. The endeavors of your D. E. C. to 

place an organizer in the Weet has tern 
porarily failed, on account of the Execu­
tive’e low financial state and the diffi­
culty in procuring a suitable man to 
undertake the work.

►
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10c. 3

L BAINBRIDGE, Literature Agent,
363 SPADINA AVE.} Toronto.
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■ Quebec.—Secretary Becker reports 
all comrades pulling for the Forward 
movement. The inactivity of the Do-

Tour Executive has decided to send 
the Secretary through northern Ontario. 
TJiey are Of the opinion that the brac­
ing zero weather and the smell of the 
pine groves will rejuvenate his health 
and at the same time build up the lo­
cals. Comrades and sympathisers are 
requested to study the Virtues of econ­
omy until I can get there with my big 
black bag-^-“ Just to relieve them of 
financial responsibility. ” Secretaries 
note—Send in at onee if you want me 
to come to your town, stating likely 
date», etc.

MBS'.*

Published at
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A. Acker ley 
l. Bain bridge
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mmBusiness Manager 
Dominion Secy.

You will assist our work by giving names and addresses as clearly and fully as possible
'STRKKT OR P.O. BOXNAME PROV.

1
;

2
Attention.—All secretaries are in­

structed to send in their quarterly re­
ports at once to their provincial secre-. 
taries so that we can get a line up for 
the new year.
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Give me his name and 61.00 for one 
year’s sub. to the Forward. “Every­
body’s doing it.” Do it now— * 
forget. vpKLjtei

Street No. 

yProvince .......
you............. .

I. BAINBRIDGI
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