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REPORT,
Sy
To ™HE MEMBERS oF THE MONTREAL BoArp op TRADE ;

GENTLEMEN :

The Council submits herewith, as provided in By-law 36, a general
report of its proceedings during the past twelve months,

he absence of any acute commereial
trouble is cause for congratulation, The number of failures was, however,
greater than for many previous years, this being partially attributable to
the large increase in the number of traders and manufacturers, The aggre-
gate amount of liabilities, although exceeding those for 1885 and 1886,
was less by about two millions tha , for 1887, The partial failure of the
Ontario grain crops for the Past year has, no doubt, unfavourably affected
trade, but the develonment of railways and the enlarged area of cultivated
lands, with diversity of production and manufacture, have combined to
render the Dominior. less dependent upon the Success of any particular
Crop, or upon the harvest in any one Provinge, Then, although the Custom
House returns given below show that the import trade of this port has
fallen off as compared with the previous two years, a like decrease ig
observable in the whole trade of the Dominion and even of this Continent,
The number of Sea-going vessels in 1888 is 112 Jegs than the exceptional
figures of the preceding year, and slightly under the average of the past
five years. This decrease is owing partly to the gradual disappearance
of sailing vessels and smaller steamships, and partly to the higher freight
rates prevailing in certain other ports, which attracted the « tramp ”
vessels, fewer of which visited this port than for many previous years,

Sea-going v
alue of Value of Customs
YBARs, ar‘r]ie\?:s]isn T o'l;;;t:ée. Merchandise/M erchandise Duties

Port, Exported. Imported. Collected.

655 782,473 $24,049,638 $39,866,527 $8,778,291.32

767 870,773 29,391,798 43,100.183 8,745,526.11

703 809,699 28,078,430 40,469,942 8,362,618.94

LT 629 683,854 25,274,898 37,413,250 6,672,971.2¢
1884.000es aorss, 626 649,374 27,145,427 42,366,793 6,772,675.68
e TG 660 664,263 27,277,159 43.718,549 7,698,796.12
648 664,692 26,334,312 49,749,461 8,395,653.07

569 531,929 26.561,188 | 4354 6,821 | 7.672,266.17

710 628 271 30,224,904 37,102,869 | 5,231 783 . 80

211 46,156 1,744,772 7,174,180 1,009,256 .80
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REDUCTION OF CANAL TOLLS.

The Council had, as in several previous years, to press this question
upon the Government’s attention, but although the Minister of Inland
Revenue was addressed on 15th February, and deputations from the To-
ronto, Hamilton, Kingston, and St. Catharine’s Boards of Trade joined this
Board at Ottawa on 9th March, in urging upon the Minister of Railways
and Canals that the two cent rate be made permanent and that the
Canals be enlarged and deepened, it was not until the 20th of April that
the intention of the Government was made known by an Order in Council
passed on that date authorizing a special rate of toll of two cents per ton
on wheat, corn, peas, barley and rye shipped to Montreal or any port
east of Montreal. The late date at which the concession was made de-
tracted from its value, large quantities of eastern-bound freight having
already been arranged for by forwarders via the Erie Canal route to New
York. The Council, upon publication of that Order in Council, again
addressed the Minister, pointing out the omission of oats from its
provisions, and also respresentihg the disadvantage of limiting the order
to the current season of navigation and no longer. This Order in Council
has again lapsed, and the future policy of the Government has not yet
been announced.

Considerable feeling was evinced in the United States about this policy,
and an attempt was made to have it consid ered a discrimination against
Americans; but as this Council pointed out, no such charge is for a
moment tenable, as all flags are treated exactly alike, and the abatement
is open to American as well as to British bottoms. The Council conceives
that the idea of discrimination has disappeared as the facts became known,
and it trusts that the policy of our Government will be the same next
season.

TONNAGE DUES STILL COLLECTED FROM SHIPPING IN THE OANAL BASiNB,
ALTHOUGH ABOLISHED IN THE HARBOUR.

The continued collection of Tonnage Dues from vessels using the Canal
Basins, after their abolition in the Harbour, under the Act passed last
Session providing for the assumption of the Channel Debt led the Council
to address the Government, urging thai as the Basins are practically a
portion of the Harbour and used by sea-going vessels, there should be no
distinction between the two, and therefore, that no wharfage dues should
be collected from shipping in the Canal. These representations however,
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proved unavailing, for the Minister of Railways and Canals replied, that
he “did not consider it advisable to remove the Tonnage Dues on vessels
“using the new basins, and that they would remain as heretofore,”

The Council regrets this decision of the minister, believing that the
exclusion of vessels using the Canal Basins from the benefit of the
remission of Tonnage dues granted to those using the Harbour, was
particularly unjust—and the Council recommends its successors to
continue to agitate this question until the inequality is removed,

POLIOCE AND HOSPITAL DUES,

which has remained in

tonnage elsewhere than
} in i g ( simply a discriminating
tax on the shipping trade of the St. Lawrence. Some years ago, at the
instance of the shipping interest of Montreal, a clanse was inserted in the
Police Act, Providing that “no vessel bound to or from the port of Mon.
treal shall be “liable to pay such duty at the port of Quebec tor the same
voyage;” notwithstanding which, Montreal vessels calling at Quebec are
still required o pay these dues at that port. The Hospital Tax is pecaliar
to the seaports of the Dominion, and unknown inother countries, and is an
impost on ocean tonnage visiting Canadian ports, from which tonnage in
the United States and British ports is free ; it is therefore a tax on the
ocean shipping of the Dominion, from which that of other countries is
exempt,

rines, has been taken from a fund held in tr
distressed seamen, and applied to other purposes, to wit, mainly for the
relief of the sick poor of those particular cities,

THE CHANNEL DEBT,
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ment of moneys paic. for intercst during the progress of the work only to
the extent of the deficit shown in the Harbour accounts for the year
1887, amounting tc $37,405, and there still remains in abeyance a
claim on the Dominion Treasury for a sum exceeding one million dollars.

The Board of Trade may be congratulated on the results so far reached
for there can be no doubt that these are due to the efforts made by its
officers and members. The importance of the subject may be estimated
from the fact that an annually increasing burden which amount in 1886 to
$91.384, and in 1887 to $99,186, has been lifted from the commerce of the
St. Lawrence by this act of justice on the part of the Dominion Govern-
ment and Legislatures,

The Channel having been decided to be truly a Domiuion work, it
appears to your Council beyond question that the refund of the interest
already paid, which has been largely borne by the shipping in years past,
is a legitimate debt still due to the shipping of the future, and the Council
recommends its successors to press the matter in the proper quarter.

It may be here stated broadly that no Gover nment money has ever been
spent on the Harbour or Wharves of Montreal.

CANAL TOLLS ON SAW LOGS AND SAWN LUMBER.

As requested at the October Quarterly Meeting, the Council addressed
the Minister of Railways and Canals regarding the discrepancy between
the rate of Canal Tolls on saw logs and that on square timber, (a lockage
of the former being tolled at $6.00 and of the latter only $2.00) ; and also
with respect to the collection of tolls from the manufactured product of
the saw logs, when one rate of toll has alrcady been paid on the raw
material.

COAL TRADE COMPLAINS OF INSUFFICIENT WHARFAGE ACCOMMODATION
IN THE HARBOUR.

Upon the opening of navigation, the various representatives of the
Nova Scotia Coal Mines doing Lusiness in this City, addressed a letter to
the Council, complaining of the restrict2d wharfage space allotted to the
coal trade at this port. This was communicated to the Harbour Com-
missioners, who replied, that this season there was more accommodation
for coal ships to discharge than in former seasons, and that all applications
for yard-room had been accommodated. The coal merchants, however,
contended that their complaint was well founded, and urged that regular
berths should be specially reserved at Windmill Point for coal steamers,
similar to those at Hochelaga.
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WATER PRIVILEGES ON NEW WELLAND CANAL,

The request preferred t» the Government by a deputation from St. Ca-
tharines and Thorold that manufacturers along the line of route should
be a'lowed to leass the water power on the new Welland Canal, seemed to
the Council to demand instant Opposition, and a letter was therefore ad-
dressed to the Minister of Railways and Canals protesting against the
granting of any water privileges on that canal for the following reasons :
(1). The Canals were constructed for navigation purposes and should be
maintained for those alone. (2). The probability that the interests of
navigation might be subordinated to those of the manufacturers who
used the water power, and (3). The dangerous effect of the currents
created by the sluices, especially upon the deeply lacen craft that pass
through this canal,

RE-SURVEY 0¥ THE GULF AND RIVER ST, LAWRENCE.

The necessity for a new survey of the Gulf and River St, Lawrence
has for some years been urged upon the Government by this Board, and
i8 now in progress. It is also important that accurate knowledge
be obtained of the tidal curreris, and for that purpose the Government
should be urged to make provision for a series of observations of currents
in the Gulf of St. Lawrence,

REPCRT OF THE BOARD'S REPRESENTATIVE ON THE HARIIOUR COMMISSION.

MonTREAL, 16th January, 1889,
To the President and Council of the Montreal Board of Trade :—

GENTLEMBEN,—On the seventh of November last, (from which date the work of
deepening and improviag the channel of the river has been assumed by the De-
partment of Public Works,) a party consisting of The Hon. the Minister of Public
Works, members of the Harbor Commission, members of the Board of Trade,
and representatives of the Shipping interests, made the passage from the
harbor of Montreal to the port of Quebec, on board of the steamship “ Sardinian,”
and by the tests then applied, the channel indicated a depth of not less than
twenty-seven and a half feet.

The work of deepening the channel from twenty feet, resumed by the Harbor
Com(nmsmners in 1873, and carried on for sixteen years, has now been hrought to
a satisfactory position. .. The uniform Support given by the_Departmgnt of Public

St. Lawrence will be prosecuted with vigour,

The Commissioners of the Trust being now free from any charge other than
the improvement of the “arbor and its management, the Commissioners will no
doubt adopt a system of improvement and extension of the drive-ways, wharves
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and water-frontage. To this end, in pursuance of the agreement with the City
Council, and upon conference with a committee of that worshipful body, the
Engineer of the Harbor and the City Surveyor have been requested to prepare a
Elan providing for a better connection between the traffic of the city and the

arbor, with their estimate of the cost, and the propurtion which should be pro-
vided .or by each corporation. .

All of which is respectfully submitted,
Huea McLENN.N,
Harbor Commissioner,
Representing Board of Trade.

REPORT OF THE CORN EXCHANGE REPRESENTATIVE ON THE HARBOUR
COMMISSION,

MoxnrkEAL, January 31st, 1889,

To the President and Committee of Management of the
Montreal Corn Exchange Association.

GENTLEMBEN,—In most of my previous reports upon Harbour affairs, much stress
has been laid upon the importance to the Harbour Trust as well as to the entire
business community, of the assu ption by the Dominion Government of the
“ Lake and River Debt,” in order that the Commissione. 8, being released from pay-
ment of the annual interest on that debt, might be free to appropriate the money so
saved to the relief of commerce in the shape of remission of charges on shipping and
merchandire and for such enlargement and improvement of Harbour accommoda-
tion as might from time to time be found necessary.

For many years the Commiss:oners have been patiently working for the accom=
plishment of this object, and during that time, they have had the active co-opera”
“ion and support of the Corn Exchange and the Board of Trade, of the Civic autho-
rities, and of many prominent members of Parliament. I have now to report that
these united efforts have finally been successful, and that, at the last session of Par-
liament, an Act was passed authorizing the Governn ant to assume the cost of the
Ship-Channel between Montreal and Quebec, thus freeing the Harbour Revenues
from the heavy burden of that debt, almost simultaneously with the completion of
the channel to the authorized depth of 27} feet.

The first and most important effect of this action was the removal, early in the
season, of all tonnage dues, both on ocean and inland vessels, and alsothe adoption
of a plan for wharf extension below the Hudon Cotton Mills, These plans have
been approved ' the Government and the work will 1.2 proceeded with during the
coming season.

The 27} feet channel was practically completed last autumn, and on ths 7th
November last was formally and satisfactorily tested throughout its entire length
from Montreal to Quebec, the R.M. steamship “ Sardinian” having been placed at
the disposal of the Commissioners for that purpose. On that occasion, they were
accompanied by Sir Hector Langevin, Minister of Public Works, Hon, Mr. upper,
Minister of Marine and Fi;heries, and a large number ¢f prominent gentlemen,

wko showed by their presence that they fully recognized the importance of the
event to the shipping and commercial interests of the country. On the first of Jan-
uary instant, all the works in connection with the Ship-Channel, including the
dredging plant, was taken over by the Honorable the Minister of Public Works,

who has expressed his intention to complete the work at Cap La Roche and Cap
Chg;les, and to do such widening and straightening of the Channel as still remains
to be done.
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The exports of grain from this pert during the past season were as follows :—

VN ¢4 v'o 0 snestunanani s oo sve sabies had si 2,033,325 Bushels.
serese cseess sesaveeaiaeee 2721282 %
ERIENER SATHIN SRR 895,314 «
" 3484
4822 «

5,668,227 «
Total shipments in 1887.....vvv vevuennn.. 11,372,789 «

Showing a falling-off in 1888 of ... ........ 5,714562 «
B
A portion of this large decrease is doubtless attributable to the break in the
Cornwall Canal, in conseqaence of which navigation between Kingston and Mon-
treal was virtually susperded for five weeks at a season of the year when the
heaviest movement of grain usually takes place.

I would respectfully call the attention of metnbers of the Association to the very
interesting financial statement made a few days gince by the Chairman of the

Harbour Board.

I think that statement shows conclusively that, under presert conditions, the
resources of the Harhour proper are ample for all Harbour requizements, and that
the Commissioners will be fully warranted in considering, with a view to putting
into immediate execution, such plans for Harbour improvements s may be found
best calculated to promote and facilitate the trade of our port,

Very respectfully,
CrarLes H. Gouwrp,
Representative of the Corn Exchange Association
On the Board of Harbour Commissioners.

WITHDRAWAL BY DOMINION GOVEENMENT OF THE SUBSIDY TO THE GERMAN
STEAMSHIP LINE.

Representations were made to the Council in April last, by several of
the leading Exporters and Imperters of this city, with regard to the Gov-
ernment’s declared intention of not renewing its contracis with the Hansa
and White Cross Steamshiy, Lines, which had been supplying a regular
service between Montreal and the Continent in summer, and the Lower
Provinces and the Continent in winter, the Council being requested to
endeavour to procure a continuance of the subsidies.

The Council, after consideration, addressed the Minister of Finance, stat.
ing that while as a principle it was averse to advocating subsidies to any
steamship lines, it was unwilling that the assistance afforded by the Gov-
érnment to the Hansa and White Cross Lines should be withdrawn so
long as other lines were subsidized, but that as the unsubsidized lines ply-
ing between Montreal and Great Britain consider they are subjected to un-
fair competition from those raceiving subsidies, the contracts with the




Hansa and White Cross lines might be renewed on condition that a pro
rata deduction be made from the subsidies for any cargo carried from
or to a British port. The subsidies were, however, withdrawn, and the
contracts have not been rencwed.

THE POSTAL SERVICE,

The desirability of assimilating the single postage rate and limit of
weight to those in the Unlted States (viz., two cents for one ounce), was
oarly in the year considered by the Council, but in view of the annual
deficit in the postal revenue, it confined itzelf to asking the Postmaster-
Geveral to increase the weight limit for a single rate (three cents) from
haif an ounce to one ounce. Consideration was promised, and the Council
hopes that during the forthcoming session of Parliament the concession
referred to will be granted.

The need for additional branch post-offices and street lotter-boxes in
this city, was also urged upon the Postmaster-General, and two Receiving
Houses have been established, onle in the West and one in the East end.

INSOLVENCY LEGISLATION,

The bankers and merchants of this city having presented a requisition
to your Council asking that steps be taken to procure the enactment of
an Insolvent Law last session, Parliament was immediately petitioned
praying for legislation whereby insolvent estate might be equitably dis-
tributed. It became evident, however, that for any such legislation to
receive consideration from the present Parliament, it must be in the
shape of a complete Insolvent Act with Discharge Clauses.

SUPPRESSION OF BUCKET SHOPS,

The Council, having previously agreed to endeavour to procure legisla-
tion for the suppression of bucket-shops, heartily supported the Hon, Mr,
Abbott’s Bill respecting gaming in stocks and merchandize. That Bill
became law, and the Council hopes that it will fulfil its object.

NEED FOR A DOMINION AGRICULTURAL BUREAU.

The need of reliable information respecting the crops and dairy pro-
ducts of the whole Dominion induced the Council to address the Minister
of Agriculture in November, soliciting that he would consider the advisa-

Tl
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bility of establishing, in connection with his department, a statistical
bureau, for the collection and publicatiou at short intervals of particulars
regarding them, A reply was received, stating that the subject had been
seriously considered by the Department without however seeing, with
the means available, any mode of obtaining agricultural returns possessed
of greater accuracy than those already published annually by the Govern-
ments of the Provinces of Manitoba and Ontario.

It is therefore much to be desired that the Provincial Government of
Quebec will publish a similar report to those referred to, and the incom-
ing Council might ask that it do 80,

CUSTOMS MATTERS,

Customs Act Amendments.—As the Bill introduced last session by the
Minister of Customs, entitled “An Act to amend chapter thirty-two of
“the Revised Statutes respecting the Customs,” contained provisions
that were deemed objectionable, the Council examined the Bill, and
adopted a report thereon which was forwarded to the Minister. There-
after the Assistant Commissioner of Customs came from Ottawa and dis-
cussed the various amendments with the Council, the result being that
the Bill, as finally passed, was more in accordance with the views of
importers,

The Council also deemed it well to advocate an increase of the
Appraisers’ salaries, seeing that, as urged by it, the Government had
abolished the practice of allowing them to share in the proceeds of the
fines ; the Minister promised consideration of that recommendation,

J. C. Ayer-Customs Case.—In view of the severe terms in which the Chief
Justice commented, when giving judgment in the J. C, Ayer-Customs case,
upon the conduct of the Customs ofiicers in regard thereto, the Council
deemed it its duty to request the Minister of Customs to investigate their
proceedings in relation to that case, in which request the officers Jjoined
The Minister replied that as all the facts in connection with the Ayer
seizure and the conduct of the Customs officers in relation thereto were
before the Department, and as no new developments had transpired,
any further enquiry was not deemed necessary.,

It may be mentioned that one of the officers whose conduct had been
impugned, addressed a lengthy defence to the Council, which was read,
and that subsequently it was published in the newspapers by that officer.
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Payment of Customs Refunds in cash objected to.—The attention of the
Council being directed to the system of paying refunds of over-paid
duties in cash, which placed it in the power of dishonest clerks to retain
such amounts, the Minister was asked to order that all refunds be paid
by cheque, or that notice of such refund be sent to the firm to whom
it is due. It appeared however, that there were difficulties in the
way of the general adoption of such a practice, but the Council’s views
were met by the Collector, who, after discussion, agreed that a notice of
all refunds should be mailed to the importer to whom they belonged, and
this arrangement was communicated to the members of the Board by the
following circular:—

MoNTRBAL BOARD oF TRADE.

MonTrEAL, November 27th, 1888.
Circular to Importers, Members of the Board.

The Council having brought to the notice of the Customs authorities the ex-
pediency of making a change in the manner in which refunds of duty were paid to
clerks and agents without notice tb or check by the Importers, has negotiated with
'zihe Cc;llecwr the following system of procedure, which will entirely obviate all

ifficulty.

1. The Collector will mail printed notices to Importers in all cases of amend-
ment of Entry when a refund is to be made.

2. Importers are invited to instruct their employees to make three copies of all
Entries (instead of two as at present); the Customs Cashier will stamp the third
copy, and this copy the Importer should require his clerk to return to him as a re-
ceipt for money paid.

3. In case of an amended Entry involving a refund, the Importer should cause
four copies to be made (instead of three as at Eresent), the fourth copy will be
stamped by the Custoras Cashier, and should be brought back by the Importer’s
clerk as evidence of money received.

The Collector desired the Council to recommend to Importers the careful check-
ing of Entries before they are permitted to be presented at the Custom House.

He desires also to have it impressed on Importers that goods from the United
States, must, in accordance with the law and the practice followed with Imports
from Europe, have each package marked and numbered, and the contents of each
package designated in invoice according to its number ; failure to do so will involve
detention and expense to the Importer, as each and every package must be opened
and examined where it is omitted.

The Council commends the foregoing to the Members of the Board of Trade.

By order,
Gro. HabRrILL,
Secretary.
The readiness shown by the Custom’s authorities to meet the Council’s
wishes in this matter, received due acknowledgment from it.

st
sh
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QUEBEC PARLIAMENT,

Bill entitled “dn Act to establish a tax on movable property.” The pro-
visions of this objectionable bill being similar to the “Lynch " bill, which
the Council successfully opposed last year, renewed protests against any
such legislation were made during last session of Parliament, with the
result that the bill was defeated on a vote of seven ayes and thirty-three
noes,

Bill entatled “An Act to «mpose certain direct taxes on certain commercial
corporations.” This bill was introduced s0 late in the session, there was
80 much delay in printing it, and it was hurried so quickly through the
House, that it had passed its third reading in the Legislative Assembly
before the Council could cousider its provisions. A petition was addressed
to the Lieutenant-Governor and the Legislative Assembly, praying that
the bill be thrown out. The bill, however, became law, and it will be for
the incoming Council to determine what steps should now be taken in
regard to legislation so inimical to the commercial prosperity of this
Province,

AUCTION DUTY ON TRADE SALES.

The Council, after enquiring into the effect of tis duty, found that it
tended to drive business away from this Province, and the Premier was

therefore addressed praying for its abolition, N. othing, however, has yet
been done in that direction, and the tax is still in force.

TORRENS SYSTEM OF LAND TRANSFER.

A Committee of the Council took ads antage of the Provincial Premier's
presence in this city, to wait upon Lim on 31st March, and explain the
advantages of the Torrens System of Land Transfer and its easy adapta-
bility to this Province. The Hon. Mr. Mercier promised to stady the
subject, and see what could be done with regard to its introduction. The
Council hopes that its successors in office will not lose sight of this matter,
but endeavour to promote the establishment of the Torrens System in the
District of Montreal as introductory to its extension throughout the
Province,

IMPERIAL INSTITUTE, LGNDON, ENGLAND,

The Secretary of the Imperial Institute addressed the Council in May
stating that H, R, H. the Prince of Wales, President of the Institute,
shared with the Organizing Committee the hope that the Montreal
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Board of Trade would gladly accord every possible aid towards the
development and maintenance of that department of the Institute which
is to deal with the coliection and dissemination of commercial and
industrial intelligence. Your President, being then in England, was
communicated with, and called upon the Institute authorities and
promised the cordial co-operation of this Board in the lines referred to.
Since that time no further communication has been made to this Board
by the Imperial Institute.

COMMERCTAL GEOGRAPHY,

The Council’s attention has lately been directed by a leading Dominion
statistician to the very useful work performed in Germany by the various
societies founded there for the study of Commercial Geography, the
subjects being (1) The markets of the world, what manufactures Germany
produces that may be profitably disposed of in them and what urticles
Germany can import in return; (2) The fluctuations of trade with these
mavrkets and their causes; (3) The various trade routes; (4) Tariffs,
customs and local taxation as bearing upon the ultimate cost of the manu-
factured article; (5) Port regulations in all parts of the world, and (6)
The various means of importing their goods, and how the cost may be re-
duced to a minimum.,

It has been suggested that the formation of a similarsociety in Canada
might be productive of good results.

STATISTICAL INFORMATION,

The issue of the valuable series of Trade Reports, compiled from time
0 time by the Secretary under the auspices of the Council, has on ac-
count of the great expense of their publication been intermittent for
many years past, the last published in October, 1886, being for the years
1883, 1884, and 1885. There have of late, however, been so many en-
quiries from members of the Board, members of Parliament, and Gov
erment officials, for the continuance of their compilation, that the Coun-
cil has instructed the Secretary to go on with the work, bringing down
the tables, &c., to the latest date possible.

PROTECTION OF THE CITY FROM INUNDATION,

The completion of the embankment at Point St. Charles and the tem.
porary dyke in front of the City, has apparently received all danger of
inundation in the districts protected by those works, and the several
pumping stations have been quita successful in keeping the cellars dry.
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The final report of the Montreal Flood Commission having been pre-
sented to the Government, a COpy was transmitted to your Council, who,
upon perusal thereof, was so impressed with the value of the imformation
it contains and the importance of rendering same accessible to those
interested, that it has urged the City Corporation to print the document
for distribution,

REMOVAL OF THE OLD ST. LAMBERT PIER.

The Council being of opinion, that the old St. Lambert Pier is an
obstruction to the free passage of ice in the spring, and that in the season
of open water it has the effect of increasing the current on ‘this side of
the river, addressed the Government suggesting the advisability of
removing the pier at an early date. Formal acknowledgment was
received, and it is understood that the subject will receive consideration
whenever action is taken upon the final report of the Flood Commission,

LACHINE CANAL, IMPROVED MEANS OF CROSSING NEEDED AT WELLINGTON
BRIDGE,

The sending by the City Council of a deputation to wait on the
Minister of Ruilways and Canal, with regard to improved means of cross-
ing the canal at Wellington Bridge, led the Council to write to the Minister,
the Acting-Mayor and the city M.P.’s, protesting against the construction
of a sub-way, for the reason that such a work, unless placed at an extrava-
gant depth below the present canal, would prevent any further deepening
at that point ; and suggesting instead the substitution of a wide lifting
bridge for the present one, or the addition of another bridge.

TRADE EXCURSION TO MONTREAL,

The Council, by a Committee, interviewed the two railway companies
having termini in this city, with regard to the establishment of a mer,
chants’ week, which would have the effect of bringing country merchants
to the city annually at a stated period. The proposed arrangement did not,
howevor, find favour with the railway officials, and the Council, therefore,
after obtaining information as to the date of the usual Fall excursion,
communicated particulars of same to the members of the Board by
circular, in order that such as were interested migat advise their
customers thereof,
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SANTTARY MATTERS.

Learning that a Report had been prepared by a Committee of the
Civic Health Department, in regard to drains, plumbing, &c., the Council
met specially to consider the same, and subsequently sent a communi-
cation to the Chairman of that Committee suggesting certain amend-
ments to the report referred to, and also urging that the street gullies be
kept clear from all obstructions by snow or otherwise, so that the ventila-
tion of the sewers might not be impeded.

IMPURE GAS SUPPLY AND INEFFECTIVE INSPECTION.

The impure gas supplied in this city early in December caused great
inconvenience and disatisfaction to citizens ; the Council, therefore, wrote
to the City Cas Inspector requesting information as to the failure of the
Gas Company to fulfil its contract, and what steps had been taken by him
toremedy the ovil. The Inspegtor replied that he had not discovered any
impurity or deficiency in the illuminating power of the gas, but that this
might be accounted for by the fact that the gas used in his inspection
was supplied from the Ottawa street works and not directly from Hoche-
laga; and stating that thereshould be another testing point higher up in
the city, co that the Hochelaga gas could be properly tested. The Council
thereafter wrote the Commissioner of Inland Revenue at Ottawa, who
replied that iu order to make sure of procuriug a fair test of gas from
either of the Gas Company’s works, he had instructod the Inspector of
Gas to open a branch office in Hochelaga, and to make periodical tests
there both for sulphuretted hydrogen and for illuminating power.

INCREASE OF RATES OF PREMIUM FOR FIRE INSURANCE,

The advance in rates of premium exacted by the fire underwriters, in
order to force the civic authorities to provide adequate protection against
fire, has demanded the Council’s attention throughout the year, the high
rates proving burdensome to all whose business requires that they carry
considerable insurance, the Montreal Wholesale Grocers’ Association, for
example, adopting the following resolution :—

Resolved, That in view of the great increase in the rates of fire insurance in this
city, the Montreal Wholesale Grocers’ Association hereby requests the Council of
the Board of Trade to enquire whether the inefficiency of the fire brigade service
is such as to justify such an increase in rates as has been made, reaching as high
as fi'ty per cent. advance on former rates, and if so, to urge upon the civic
authorities the urgent need of affording the city adequate protection from fire, in
order that lower rates of insurance may again prevail.

.
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The Council referred the whole subject to a committee which, after
enquiry and careful consideration of the information obtained, reported as
follows :—

To the President and Council of the Montreal Board of Trade :

GENTLEMEN,—The committee to which, on 1st May, was referred the question of
the great increase of rates of fire insurance in this city, having considered
information obtained from various sources, and procured interviews with the Vice-
President of the Canadian Fire Underwriters’ Association, and the Chairman of
the City Fire Committee, begs to report as follows :

1. That there appears to have been a lack of discrimination on the part of the
underwriters in the rating of risks of the same class, and an unwillingness to
make adequate reduction in rates where unusual precautions against fire are pro-
vided by the insured ; your committee is, however, glad to learn that it is in con-
templation to adopt the system of specific rating in this city, as that will not only
remove one of the grievances comprained of, but at the same time necessitate
more frequent and thorough inspection of rigks by the underwriters.

2. That the present inspection of buildings in “this city is very faulty, buildings
even now are being erected that are veritable fire traps; it is therefore frecom-
mended that the City Council be urged to insist that such inspection on the part
of the city inspector be made vigorous and effective.

3. That the following suggestions for the improvement of the fire service, made
by the underwriters to the City Council, are most reasonable, and should imme-
diately be adopted by the civic authorities, in order that the return to the rates
of insurance prevalent prior to the underwriters’ resolution of February last, may
be procured as promised by the underwriters: 1. The department to be placed in
charge of a new and competent chief with competent sub-chiefs. 2. The chief
to have full control of his men, including the right of dismissing them. 3. The

i i front contain-

e department,

engines and also salvage corps, to be placed and

maintained in efficient working condition, and the appliances to be increased if

found necessary by the chief. 5. A reserve call force of at least fifty men to be

established outside of the regular brigade for readiness in case of emergency. 6.

Each hose distributing station to be furnished wlth proper means for testing and
expeditiously drying hose. 7. That all steamers be supplied with heaters.

4. That the adoption of the above-mentioned improvements in the fire service, of
the system of specific rating with its more frequent inspection of risks, together
with athorougﬁeinspection of buildings by the civic inspector, should, it is con-
sidered, enable the underwriters to thereafter concede a further reduction in rates.

The whole respectfully submitted.

EpGar Jupeg,
CaARLES P. HEBRRT,
W. C. MUNDERLOE.

This report was adopted by the Council and communicated on the 7th
of June to the City Council, with a request for its earnest consideration.
On September 26th, no action having meantime been taken by the City
Council, your Council addressed it urging the immediate appointment
of a new chief of the fire brigade, and the necessity of forthwith
complying with the other requirements of the underwriters as set forth
in their memorandum. After the new chief was appointed, the Council
again urged the Corporation to provide the funds necessary to place the
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brigade at once on a thoroughly efficient footing. Finally, the under-
writers’ demands were so far complied with, that on 6th December
they adopted a resolution reducing the rates to those in force prior to
220d February last, :

INSPECTION AND OTHER OFFICES,

Flour and Meal.

Inspector, Louis A. Boyer. Board of Examiners, 1888 :—A. E. Gagnon, Chairman;
John Brodie, E. F. Craig, O. M. Gould, Jas. S. Norris.

As when flour was inspected to sample,.no mark was placed on the
barrel to show that any inspection had taken place, the Board of Exam-
iners, in April last, at the request of the Inspector, authorized that officer
to stencil all flour inspected to sample and found sound as follows :—
“Official Inspection.” “Sound.” » Inspector.” ¢ Montreal.”

L}

A year's experience of the very radical changes in the Inspection Act,
in regard to the grades of flour procured at the instance of the Dominion
Board of Examiaers for flour and meal, showed that they had worked very
well, but that another grade is needed, and at the last meeting of that

Board, held 25th October, 1888, the following resolution, supported by the
Montreal delegates, was adopted :—Resolved, That this meeting hereby
recommends that an addition be made to the present classification of
grades of flour, by the insertion in Section 31 of the Inspection Act, after
the word “Superfine” of the following clause :—* That of the fifth
quality by the word Fine.”

Wheat and other Grain.

Inspector, Hospice Labelle. Board of Examiners, 1888 :—Hugh McLennan, Chair-
man; J. O. Lafreniére, A. G. McBean, Robert Peddie, Adam G. Thomson.

A resolution was adopted at the last annual meeting of the Board ef
Trade recommending that the Council take steps to place this Inspection
Office upon a sound financial basis. The subject was referred by the
Council to the Corn Exchange Committee, which reported that it saw
g:eat difficulty in advising any interference with the inspection law, but
that it hoped the export trade would so improve as to make the inspec-
tion of grain more remunerative. In view of this utterance from a body
80 intimately connected with the grain trade, your Council deemed further
action unnecessary.,

- e R e S A A A s |2
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The threatened changes in the classification of Manitoba wheat, refer-
red to in last year’s Report have, although strongly oppposed by the To-
ronto and Montreal Boards of Examiners, been duly authorized by the

Government, and the standard was reduced accordingly, much to the re-

gret of all interested in maintaining the high character borne by this
grain in transatlantic markets,

In connection with this alteration of the law, it may be mentioned that
at the annual meeting of for the selection of grain standards for the guid-
ance of Inspectors, held last September in Toronto, and attended by dele-
gates from the various Boards of Grain Examiners throughout the Domi.
nion, there was a failure to agree, under the new classification, upon the
standards for Manitoba wheat. The Department of Inland Revenue sub-
sequently approved for standards samples of wheat selected by the Win.
nipeg Board of Trade, which included grades not provided for by the In-
spection Act, and the Council submits that such a course was irregular,
and that standards should not be fixed contrary to the existing law,

Leuther and Row Hides,

Inspector, .« s e voes *s.+00 Board of Examiners, 1888:—(. R. Black, Chairman ;
W. B. Chapman, J. C, Holden, James Linton, B. Shaw.

The Inspector of leather and raw hides, Mr, Thos, Hawkins, died on
22nd November last, and since thon, pending the appointment of a
successor, the Deputy Leather Inspector, Mr, De Lancy Sykes, and the
Deputy Hide [nspector, Mr, A, Masson, have performed the duties of
their respective offices, The fees accruing from this inspection having of
late years aggregated about nine thousand dollars annually, the Council,
at instance of the B ard of fixaminers, and the trade generally, has ad-
dressed the Government, recommending the division of the office into two
inspoctorships, one for leather and one for raw hides, and also the follow-
ing reduction in the fees :—Sole leather to be 1% cents per side, instead of
2 cents; hides to be 4 cents each, instead of 5 cents, for lots under one

hundred, and 3 cents each, instead of 4 cents, for lots of one hundred and
over,

Pot Ashes and Pearl Ashes,

Inspector, Edward J, Major. Board of Examiners, 1888 :—Chas.
Hy. Dobell, Jas, E. Kirkpatrick, Jas. C, Sinton, D. T, Tees,

The increase in the inspection foes of this office, recommended by the

Council ag necessary to cover the expenditure on account of its main-
2

H., Cunningham,
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tenance, has been duly authorized by the Government, and gone into
operation.

Pickled Fish and Fish Oil.

Inspector, none. Board of Examiners, 1888 :—John Baird, R. Fairbanks,
John B. McLea, J. A. Vaillancourt, T. 8. Vipond.

Beef and Pork.

Inspector, James Doheney. Board of Examiners, 1888 :—R. Finlay, Peter Laing,
W. Masterman, M. T. McGrail, T. 8. Vipond.

OFFICES NOT INCLUDED IN THE INSPECTION LAW.
Office of Weigher, Measurer and Gauger.

Weigher, Measurer and Gauger, D. Cameron. Board of Examiners, 1888 :—
A. A. Ayer, Chas. P. Hébert, H. R. Ives, Jno. E. Kirkpatrick, J. A. Mathewson.

Office of Port Wardgn for Harbour of Montreal.

Port Warden, Jas. G. Shaw ; Deputy Warden, G. W. Morrison. Board of Exami-
ners, 1888 :—John Torrance, Chairman ; Geo. Childs, Robert Reford,
Jno. A. Robertson, Robert Simms.

PORT WARDEN OFFICE.

The revenue of the Port Warden office being in excess of its expendi-
ture, the Council authorized the following material reduction in certain
of the export fees, which took effe.. from the opening of navigation last
year:—

General superintendence of vessels loading grain and
general cargo, with certificate ses sesscefrom $7.26
Ashes, per barrel o
Ores and minerals, per ton
Oil cake, per ton.. <coeceesscessccascscsescsnns
Deals, from 2c. per St. P. std. hd. to jc. per thou-
sand feet.
Oxen and horses, perhead...eee cecees vonacavease
On other articles not herein enumerated and shi
ped from this port, being manufactured in whole
or in part, per ton weight or measurement..... 6c. “ Be.

The Council has recently decided upon a further reduction of the fee
upon unenumerated articles from 5e. to 3. per ton, which will go into
operation this spring.

The Port Warden’s Report for the season of navigation 1888 is as
follows, and the Council commends to the attention of the members in
general, and especially to the incoming Board, the remarks at the close
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regarding the imperative need for increased wharfage accommodation
in the harbour, and improved facilities for the handling of cargo :—

OFFICE oF THR PoRT WaRDEN,

MonTrRAL, 318t December, 1888,
To the President and Council of the Board of Trade, Montreal :—

“Vancouver,” “ Lake Huron,” “Nestorian”

the first sailing vassel, the “ Marquis of Lorne ” rgo of sugar,
entered at this office. The S, 8, Pomeranian of the Allan Line, sailed on the 22nd
November, at 1. . ceeded to sea, being the last sea-going vessel to
leave port. . S, inion Line, on the 22nd Ju

vessel to he Straits of Belleisle for this port, and reported very
little ice. i i here was no detention nor damage by ice sustain.
ed by any of our Spring fleet this Seasonm, and no vessels are reported lost or
missing.

There has been a very cousiderabl
at this office, owing princi i there
being 249 steamer. i i 62 eamers of 561,120 tons
in 1887, and 40 sailin vessels of 27558 tons, against 60 vessels of 40,842 tons in
1887, the total arrivals this year, being 289 steamers ard sailing vessels, of 522,180
tons, a decrease of 67 vessels, and 79,782 tons, Besides the above, there were
about ployed in the coal carrying trade, most of which do not
register in this office,

The great diminution in the revenue of the office has been caused partly by
the reduction by you of fees charged on exports, and also by the smaller number
of vessels arriving in port as com pared with last year, the total amount of revenue
collected being $7,433.71 against $10,431.45, a deficiency of $2,997.74 ; nearly all the
articles of export being short with the exception of bbls, apples, which have in-
creased very considerably, the quantity being 292634 bbls., an excess of 200,843
bbls. over 1887,

The shipment of grain was unusually small, partly owing to the break in the
Cornwall canal, there being but 5,690,873 bushels, while there were 11,470,649
bushels in 1887, and it is noticeable that no barley nor oats were shipped this
season,

There has been
11,745,606 feet o i
sailing vessels, which ysually come here seeking freig
ports, being diverted into other trades by higher rates of freight offered elsewhere.

have been ably assisted by my staff in carrying on the work of this office, and
as well as can be ascertained, to the satisfaction” of these doing business with it.

Y permission granted me by you, in January last, I visited several of the
8ea ports in Great %ritain, with a view to gaining information which wight be
useful to this office in the loading and discharging of cargoes. The docks of
Liverpool and London are so well known, that an attempt here to describe their
magnitude would be superflous, but their completeness, and the steady advance
With the times in all shipping requirements is noticeable. The newest designs of

X ydraulic appliances in machinery are on the docks, the very
heaviegt weights can be
Consequence, cargoes
possible. Railway ¢

ide these tliere
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smoothly and easily. "In Glasgow, Leith, Sunderland, Newcastle, Hull, Cardiff and
Bristol, the same desire to attract trade and commerce is plainly visible, &ll
kinds of dock accommodation, we 'l paved quays, railway tracks, flag-stone tracks,
hoisting machinery snitable for the rapid handling of goods, being there found
ready for use, and at the disposal of the vessel.

In all these sea ports, commodious well-planned sheds ara built to receive the
cargo direct from the vessel, it has however, to be removed very quickly, as these
sheds are not used as warehouses except on special terms.

At Antwerp, large, well placed, accessible docks are now being built, supple-
menting the already large accommodation for shipping at that port, railway tracks
are laid between the sheds and the vessel, on these, travelling steam and hy-
draulic cranes are placed, the goods are lifted direct from the vessel’s hold and
swung into the shed, there received on trucks, and rolled to any required distance.

In Hamburg, the same carefulness for the goods is noticed, the new warehouses
of stone, iron and glass, with every convenience for work, are not surpassed in size,
nor completeness, by any port visited by me. Here, as in all other ports, are the
most improved graving docks for the repairs of any damage received by vessels
frequenting the port, and trade is attracted by offering facilities for having the
shipping work done cheaply and speedily, as there is a constant and active rivalry
to bring in business, the great importance of the water highway being well under-
stood, on account of the large amount of money expended by the shipping trade.

Taking into con~ideration the vast importance the port of Montreal is to the
whole Dominion of Canada, and how much it has done to build up this great and
growing commercial city, it were tinde that our citizens realized that the welfare
of the port and that of the city areidentically the same. Heretofore the city has done
absolutely nothing for its water highway, although so many of its people obtain
their living directly from the port and its advantages, the factories being indebted
to it for their existence and maintenance, this season there having been 396,858
tons (equal to about 260 cargoes) of lower port coal landed here, besides about
100,000 tons brought by rail for house use and other purposes, and also many
thousand tons of material for manufacture in the city, and distribution throughout
the country.

The completion of the work of deepening the channel to twenty-seven and a
half feet, opene this port to vessels of the largest tonnage, there is however, much
to be done in siraightening parts of it and improving the system of lighting it.
These are matt rs of importance, as the fewer dangers there are in the approach
to this port, the more likely is its trade to increase.

Many plans have been proposed at different times for the improvement of this

rt, the most reasible and least costly of which seems to be that of building an em-
ankment from the upper end of Windmill point downwards, on the shoal opposite
the city, and erecting on it warehouses and sheds fitted with proper tracks and
machinery ; as certain portions of this work were completed, alteration might then
be made in the present wharves to bring them up to modern requirements.

The citizens must take hold of this matter speedily and in earuest, or they
will see, as other ports on the Atlantic and St. Lawrence have done, their shipping
trade diverted to places offering increased facilities and accommodation, and they
will then realize, when too late, how valuable the trade was to the whole business
of the city.

I am, Gentlemen.
Your obedient servant,

Jas. G. SHAw,
Port Warden.
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THE GRAIN AND PRODUCE TRADE,

The export of grain during the season of 1888 was less than for muny
years, attributable to the partial failure of the crops and the interruption
of navigation caused by the break in the Cornwall Canal,

The indifferent wheat harvest of 1887 throughout Ontario, was followed
by a more widely extended crop failure in the Dominion and Western
States in 1888. The statistics exhibit a falling off in the export of wheat,
{from over nine millions in 1887 to but little over two millions in 1588,
and a reference to the figures of exports from New York, of twelve and
one-half millions in 1888 against forty-two and one-half millions in 1887,
shows the proportionate falling off to be about the same percentage at both
ports,

The break in the Cornwall Canal on the 10th of October practically
closed navigation for the season, so {ar as export was concerned, and it
will be for the new Council to urge upon the Government the adoption of
such precautions as will prevent the recurrence of such a catastrophe.

The outlook for transatlantic shipments for the ensuing season is not
favorable, as the surplus for export in the Dominion and the United
States is unusually small,

Tables shewing the receipts and shipments of grain and produce at
Montreal will be fund on pages 23 and 24, the aggregates of Grain,
Flour and Meal for the past five years being as follows :—

e i
[

, 1888, / 1887. , 1886, ’ 1885, J 1884,

———

|

: bush, R b 1" sk
Recelpts 14,711,495 20,795,976 22,170,148 ]7,210,]65‘ 18,579,079

Shipments. .. ..| 10,207,802 18,701,767 | 20,884,173 15,266,781} 14,775,665

O (SIS TN

Flour.—In the earlier months of the year the trade in flour was of a
nominal character with very little variation in values, but as the season
advanced, and the damage to the growing crop of wheat became more

d, prices advanced rapidly, and the volume of business during some
months was unusually large. The year closed, however, with large stocks
at nearly all points, which, with declining prices in wheat, has led to
considerable depression in the trade.
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The following were the receipts and shipments of Butter and Cheese
at Montreal during the past five years:—

! 1888. 11887, 1886, 1885, 1884,
‘ BL"H‘_EIL i Dks; - pkgs. pk"n. pkes. o pk;s.k'
f Receipts. «oeeee 91,043 113,382 137,015 135,021 163,336
| Shipments, .... 36,023 97,641 87,268 107,281 148,621

CHEESE. boxes. boxes. boxes. boxes. boxes.
Receipts........| 1,137,372 1,059,039 1,041,480 1,119,243 1,093,655
Bhipiaents.....| 1,129,951 1,192,152 1,106,641 1,215,113 1,238,338

: |

N.B.—It is estimated that about 100,000 boxes more Cheese were received than
reported, receipts from some near points and by irregular boats not being recorded.

Butter and Cheese.—Business in Butter and Cheese during the past sea-
gon has been in a healthy condition; the quantity of Butter produced has,
however, been small, dairy fapmers throughout Canada turning their
attention mostly to Cheese, the makers of which have had their skill
tried to the utmost by the dryness of the early summer, and the excessive
rains in the autumn,
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Lowest and highest price of Flour and Wheot in Montreal during twenty-eight years.
P, sl e WS WS LA NG

SPRING EXTRA U. C ~. Spring s SPRING EXTRA | U. CaN. SpriNG
Fuour, Whgan, FLOUR WhaEar,
per barrel of per bushel of . per barrel of | perbushel of
196 Ibs, 60 1bs, 196 1bs. 60 1bs.

$ e »
1874 | 4 40 @
1873 | 5 50 ..
1872 | 5 65 ..
1871 | 4 90 ..
1870 | 8 95 ..
1869 | 4 10 ..
1868 | 4 80 ..
1367 | 6 75 ..

1866 40 .. .

1865 ¥ 8T 096 .

10 v j 085 ..

8 .. 4 57 087 «s

]

$ c $c
1888 | See footnotet
1887 | 3 40 @ 3 65
1886 | 3 30 ..

1885 80 .

1884 35 .. !
1683 55 ..

1882 i N

1881 00

1880 0 ..

1879 90 ..

1878 92..

18771 510 .. .. 1633 | 1363
1876 | 4 45 .. o .. 1 224 | 1862 | 1 A1) B
1875 | 410 ... 6 136 [1861| 400 ..5 60 [ 0:80",,

*In 1877 and 1884, Spring Extra Flour ruled 'highest before the opening of navigation, and pre-
vious to any movement in Wheat. k 3

t Straight Koller being now the leading grade, quotations thereof are substituted for Spring
Extra, the range for 1888 being $4.00 @ $6.25.
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INSPECTION OF FLOUR,

The quantities of Flour inspected in Montreal during the past twenty-
eight years were as follows :—

Year, Quantity. Year, Quantity, Year. ’ Quantity. Year. Quantity.

Barrels. | Barrels. 1

1888 95,732 1881 | 263,752 1874 | 499,486 1867 404,320

1887 126,196 1880 248,428 1873 ‘ 460,341 1866 260.130

1886 155,289 1879 | 2 73,832 1872 ’ 430,992 1865 244,658
l

Barrels, ¥ Bar}e]s.

1885 195,625 1878 | 347,030 1871 472,277 1864 363,454
1884 227,270 1877 | 329,588 1870 556,459 1863 618,520
1383 279433 1876 | 451,529 1869 429,655 1862 626,691
1882 266,329 1875 | 440,877 1868 497,660 1861 651,837

The various quantities of the different grades of Flouyr inspected here,
for 1888 being as follows :—

GRADE, GRADE.

Barrels,

Patent, Wi- ter. A AP e e 2562 Strong Bakers......... ...
Patent, Spring None 4 g P PR A
Straight Roller............ 28,903 BOAP s v v65s

Xtraee., 24 821
Superfina 7,731
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STocks oF WHEAT AND FLOUR IN STORE AT MONTREAL.

1888, 1887, 1886,

Flour, i Wheat, Wheat, Flour, Wheat,
brls. bush. b bush. brls. bush.

34,689 | 137,369 239,107 | 42,339 | 485,611
34,692 | 159,550 255,264 | 43,634 | 506,586
34,062 | 193150 269.251 | 43423 | 512905
34,357 | 203150 283,953 | 43,132 | 519,807
i 34,843 | 202,375 286,748 | 43597 | 520,032
Febraary 4........| 33849 | 217492 206,015 | 42,180 | 521,684
“ 1 35862 | 232,068 295998 | 43431 | 535,884

“« ....| 86,387 | 232.068 280,438 | 47442 | 554 524
“ veenrees| 35099 | 247,400 206,504 | 46,254 | 570.883
March 8.eve.nnn| 85515 | 265,642 291,505 | 47,204 | 577,933
“ 34,001 | 279,068 208557 | 48,711 | 592,213
31,361 | 285,068 324922 | 50,934 | 614.729
32401 | 304,568 367,772 | 53,064 | 638,325
32,556 | 335,103 407,836 | 54,265 | 657.436
31,602 | 871,603 449392 | 55,149 | 690,947
32,662 | 406.603 59600 | 56802 | 753,755
32,330 | 422001 470,051 | 57,986 | 784.207
32948 | 526,608 | 4¢ 472,119 | 57,689 | 856.969
32,991 | 620,453 503,914 | 58.206 | 763203
34,913 | 348650 209,339 | 53.089 | 704,384
37612 | 421,181 339,380 | 55,093 | 590,861
45,665 | 261,991 274,027 | 58,771 | 625,671
50,760 | 237,799 222884 | 61277 | 639,346
55,098 | 229,766 260,672 | 59,761 | 627.453
55,32 | 346.793 301,532 | 58.879 | 619,211
62,01+ | 327,778 373583 | 58.905 | 548,521
56,765 | 266.480 340,301 | 61,073 | 538,665
56,767 | 282,601 508,782 | 60245 | 654,897
56,770 | 334,388 493637 | 55412 | 756 873
57,136 | 363.882 631,145 | 53,952 | 679,862
56,982 | 874,624 616610 | 51,587 | 581,531
62,301 | 253117 685,650 | 47,733 | 517,173
62,677 | 319,526 584,414 | 42,316 | 462,739
63,160 | 292761 570,252 | 43,561 | 428546
62,690 | 308,255 510,748 | 42,648 | 426,977
57,209 | 819719 441,143 | 44,681 | 401977
63,177 | 382940 471424 | 45,692 | 380,508
62,016 | 390,218 ¢ 441677 | 40,748 | 296386
53513 | 425 334 360643 | 40,558 | 199,462
49,077 | 391,823 349808 | 42,770 | 86.842
56502 | 407,767 370648 | 42,675 | 116,128
63,164 | 273,571 410,787 | 49,605 | 10257
65,727 | 817,572 393,885 | 46,578 | 137.102
73,223 | 301.447 346,280 | 44,827 | 123500
78,693 | 278502 198,688 | 44,401 | 138,852
79979 | 263,169 189,270 | 46,036 | 109,754
85,301 | 252,776 129778 | 41,085 | 111,620
88,633 | 347,005 118,411 | 38,027 | 129476
92,787 | 423919 116412 | 37,438 | 161,774
91,174 | 527,461 123,150 | 37.967 | 178,631
96,843 | 586 805 125150 | 38,468 | 208,111
93.769 | 592,698 126,350 | 41,301 | 204,541
94,002 | 600,352 137,369 | 41,732 | 239,107
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The visible supply of Grain comprising the stocks in granary at the

principal ports of accumulation at lake and seaboard ports, and in transit
by water, 29th December, 1888 :—

IN STORE AT Wheat. Corn. Oats,

e, Barle:
Bushels. Bushels. Bushels, Bushels. uahefs.

seeeeeeel 9,328,094 1804804 1,899,658 86,849 126126
aﬂoat. i 2400001 66,400/ 263,000 235800 191 800
Albany. ....... L1000 48,000 1189000 42100 144250

BORIO iosi0s venessne cees 3’546,218 '*66,591 41 959 82:842
% RO s nansasii UOOOO

ChiCAZO < eerrns | 1,669,610/ 3,460,728 249 208373
0 REIORE vis v veiaines

crsese e

26,498 10,183 270, 297,659

977,148

1,926,707 156,193 46,028|. ..
e 974,140 85,191 21,173
Os“ego ......... assansasylonsssiirane 75,000 TR R R
Bl Louldiseseecoeos . 3,722,843 1,189,117 647,274 109,292
Cincinnati. veces 85,000 5,000 8,000 96,000
Boston ...... 9,047 533 ,698| 599,418 400,
Tomnto....... suen 113, 45 3,000/,
Montreal. . R T PPN 600,352, 31 941 e sasave oius
Phlladelphla. coces 504,763 240 4()6 E i R PR
Peoria 130,766 84,8()'2 551, 4()2 93.009
Indianapolis 380313 29,218 73 639 5,382 veee
Kansas City.. . yois 268,775 109,090 327, 359
Baltimore....... . cecenees| 1562 887 1 885 ,046 1"7 156,

H afloat.... .o LT T, '
Minneapolis........., vees 7 9'36,‘204 19 747 165 4"1‘
BRPRUY s lass taenvsiies ‘760()0..........
On Mmsmsnppl Rlver. sshelenrousisvin
On Lakes..

On Canal and Rlver. s24%3

L I R,

Total Dec. 29, 1888... seee| 38,301,447 8497150 8,624,162 1,678,838 2,803,901
“" Dec. 31, 1887........| 44.421'130 6,025,258 5,976,781/ '295,221| 3/498.957
Jan. 1,1887........| 62172 20,869] 13.783114 5,026,610 435429 2785793
Jan 2, 1886.... .. -+ | 58645,325( 10,255,337 3,419,251 2393768 774819
Dec. 26, 1885........| 58,431 813 8,320,695 2,880,968 2,327,152 815,075
Jan. 3,1885........| 43'366'972 4754497 2347970 1,751,994| 567221
Dec, 27, 1884........ 433821901 4124812 2319.074| 1'935.587 624,343
Dec. 29, 1883. . +| 35,507,400 9,695,044 6,220:342| 3'292'196 2,673,349
Dec. 30, 1882. . 21048017 9,104,137 4,423374] 3,010,154 1,470,085
Dec. 24, 1881 . . 17.924,617) 17,382,227 2754,109| 2892.101 1,317,978
Dec. 30,007,418/ 16,921,123 3850,694 3,185,241 873,360
Dec. 27, 1879, ... ... 28,634,366( 10,175.216| 2.795'105 4,529,297/ 1,091 333
Dec. 28, 1878.........| 18,283791| 8,525,819 2,700,310 5,248,452 1,722,955

L R S8 B T e

* Minneapolis and St. Paul not included.

,
SV e S - e A o v ~ o~
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STOCKS OF WHEAT AND CORN IN STORE IN LONDON AND LIVERPOOL ON
THE 318T DECEMBER, FOR THE LAST THIRTEEN YEARS,

Loxpox. LIVERPOOL.

WHBAT, l CORN, WHEAT, CORN,
qrs. qrs. qrs. qrs.

410,000 55,000 560,000 95,000
275,000 40,000 760,000 75,000
225,(00 350,000 | 55,000
615,000 735000 | 65,000
370,000 25,000 390,000 40,000
975,000 55,000 873,000 75,000
430,000 25,000 623,000 38,000
330,000 55,000 265,000 155,000
235,000 55,000 115,000 195,00 0
450,000 55,000 470,000 55,000
290,000 150,000 150,000 | 180,000
£20,000 40,100 353,000 | 50,000
345,000 215,000 311,000 139,000

On passage to United Kingdom 31st December, 1887: Wheat,
L,447,000 qrs.; Corn, 338,000 qrs.; 31st December, 1888 : Wheat,
2,273,000 qrs.; Corn, 231,000 qrs.

The receipts and shipments of Wheat at Chicago, during the past
eighteen years, were :

RECEIPTS, SHIPMBNTS, | IN STORE AT CLOSE,
bush. bush. ‘ bush.

YBRAR.

13,183,360 | 12,156,826 4,659,313
21,411,249 | 26,850,576 5,329,150
16,771,743 | 15,750 129 13,026,608
19,266,772 | 13,265,223 14,459,855
26,397,587 21,046,577 13,254,906
20,364,155 | 11,728,754 11,800,415
23,008,696 | 19,767,884 5,196,906
19,077,651 17474541 | 3,824,796
23,641,607 | 22,796,288 | 7,175,062
33925423 | 31,944 927 | 7,634,198
29,743,657 | 24,211,739 | 5,556,662
14,350,658 | 15,096,123 1,406,685
16,574,058 | 14,361,950 3,380,189
24,206,370 23,184,339 | 3,280,254
30,177,026 27,358,635 | 2,105,779
25,167,516 | 23,076,644 | 1,645,000
12,624,141 12,160,046 1,200,000
14,439,656 12,005,649 1,280,000
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The receipts and shipments of Wheat at Milwaukee, during the past
eighteen years, were :

RECEIPTS, SHIPMENTS. IN STORE AT CLOSE,
bush. bush.,

1888* ; 2,547,695 1.073,632
T S by 9,450,000 | 5,000,000 2,031,0h4
1886+ . 8,527,080 | 4,837,271 3,139,699
T R e 9,846,894 5,424,312 3,737,438
1884* 10167521 | 4161437 | 2,640,190
I888 o v evin ev.4Bh whna 9,278,922 3,109.439 2,630,310
8,058,422 2,193,539 846,940
10,176,098 7,992,665 908,789
11.756,463 | 9,952,629 2,551,782
19,649,352 15,060,222 3,685,081

19,814,949 | 18,298,485
18,174,817 16,804,394
27878727 | 22,681,020
25,628,143 22,255,380
28 477,437 24,994 266
13,618,959 11,570,575

750,000
15,686,611 | 13409467 1,226,058

|
\X\

* Exclusive of through movement. All previous years include this movement.

714,235
1,723,145
8,234,000
1,400,000
1,308,000

!
21,763,312 ‘ 17,254,453 ’ 2,584, 00

OBITUARY,

The Honourable Thos, White, Minister of the Interior, died 21st A pril, 1888,
Although at the time of his decease, the Honourable Thos, White was not
a member of this Board, yet his former long and faithtul services, both as
& member of the Council and of the Executive of the Dominion Board of
Trade, justifies a reference to it in this Report. The Council summoned
the membership of the Board to attend the funeral, and adopted a resolu-
tion expressing its sense of M, White’s great worth, and of the loss sus-
tained by Montreal and the Dominion generally in his death. The Corn
Exchange Association also adopted suitable resolutions and attended the
funeral,

Mr. John Ogilvie, died 23rd July, 1888. By the death of Mr, J. ohn
Ogilvie, the Corn Exchange Association lost one of its oldest and most
valued members, and a member of its Committee of Management. The
Association held g special meeting at which resolutions were passed
testifying to the regard felt for Mr, Ogilvie by the members, and at the
funeral there was a large representation of the members of the Corn
Exchange Association and of the Board of Trade,
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Mr. Alexander Murray, Second Vice-President of the Montreal Board of
Trade, died 29th December, 1888. The sudden and unexpected death of
Mr. Murray was a sad blov7 to all who knew him, and was felt to be a
great loss 10 the Board by his colleagues on the Council and the mem-
bership generally, for he had, in the transaction of business at the Meet-
ings of Council, shewn exceptional ability. The unusua'ly large atten-
dance of members at the funeral, testified to the regard in which Mr. Mur-
ray was held by the Board.

RESIGNATION OF A MEMBER OF COUNCIL.

At the first meeting of the Council after its election, a letter was sub-
mitted from Mr. Jonathan Hodgson, declining to serve owing to business
engagements. The Council accepted that resignation, and in accordance
with the Act of Incorporation, proceeded to fill the vacancy, Mr. James
R. Wilson of Messrs. Thos. Robertson & Co., being elected to replace
Mr. Hodgson. i

GUARANTEE SCHEME (PROVISION FOR FAMILIES OF DECEASED MEMBERS).

The revised Guarantee Scheme of the Board, adopted by a unanimous
vote at last annual meeting, was duly communicated to each member of
the Board, but as barely two hundred applications were received for
membership therein, the Council was obliged to abandon it. The failure
of members to support either of the schemes presented to them is to
be regretted, as the Council believes that the Guarantee Scheme once in
operation, the membership certificates would become more valuable. It
may be that the incoming Council will succeed in devising a scheme tbat
shall be at once sound and acceptable to members, two conditions that
have so far apparently proved incompatible.

AMENDMENTS TO BY-LAWS,

The Council, at the request of some members, submitted to the October
Quarterly General Meeting of the Board, an amendment to By-Law 6,
whereby the date at which membersh’p certificates became transferable,
would be changed from 1st July, 1890, to 1st January, 1889, and the
transfer fee be increased from one dollar to five dollars, The amended
By-Law was unanimously adopted, and under its provisions some members
who were leaving the city, disposed of their certificates to other gentlemen
desirous of procuring membership in the Board.
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AMENDED BY-LAW No, 6,

A Certificate of Membership bearing the official seal of the Corporation, and the
signatures of the President and Secretary, shall be granted to every member, the
same to be transferable after 31st December, 1888, only to a person duly elected to
membership upon the payment of a transfer fee of Five Dollars, and any unpaid
assessment due by the transferor. The certificate of a deceased member may be
transferred by his legal reprasentatives subject to the aforesaid restrictions,

THE READING ROOM

The Reading Room of the Board j ncreases i popularity as its attractions
become better known to the members, theaverage attendance being about
one hundred daily, A list of the newspapers and periodicals supplied is
given here, from which it will be seen that some additions have been
made, the most important being the daily edition of 7'he London Times,
The Council desire it to be understood that recommendations from mem-
bers for further additions to the list will receive consideration,

List of Newspapers, Periodicals, de., supplied to the Montreal Board
of Trade Reading Room,

DAILIES.

CANADIAN,
Montreal....., +.Gazette,
Herald.
Patrie,
Minerve,
obe.
ail,
mpire.
Chroniole.
Ottawa .. -Evening Journal,
Hamilton. vening Times,
London......... Free Press,
Winnipeg...... Manitoba Free Press,
. orning Call,
Bal0axeso0se, .. .Chronigle.
N Ok un,
Charlottetown . . -Patriot.

COLONIAL.
8t. John’s, Newf: oundland. .. Evening Telegram-

AMERICAN.
New York...., .- Herald,
vening Post.
ommercial Bulletin,
Journal of Commerce,
Cuurrier des Etats-Unis,
++sseAdvertiger.
+.American.
++ Tribune.
Sentinel,
Tribune.
Blade,
+++..Free Press,
BRITISH,

Times (daily edition,)
Daily News,
Horld

Boston...,,,
Baltimore,
hicago, .,
Milwaukee
Inneapoli
oledo ..,
Detroit ...,

WEEKLIES,

CANADIAN.

Ottawa......... «Canada _azette,
Quebeo ..........Official Gazette. .
Montreal. ..., « Canudian Journal of Fabrics.
anadian Journal of Commerce
Canadian Trade Review.
Trade Bulletin,
2rix Courant,
Shareholder,
© yioniteur du Commerce,
ominion Illustrated,
Toronto Monetary Times,
Week,
X rip.
Winnipeg .......Commersial
Vietona, B.C.. ...British Colonist,

AMERICAN.

San Francisoco. . -Weekly Call,
St. Louis, Weekly Globe Demoorat.
New Orleans ....Weekly Times Democrat.
Detroit Weekly Free Press.
Cincinnati.......Price (‘?urrent..
Chicago ..........Farmers’ Review.
Daily Business.
New York........Trafton’s Circular,
roduce Kxchange Circular,
Mgrit‘ijm‘e Shnppmz Register.
* Bradstreets.’
Finaneial an¢ Mining Record,
ve’makllAdwvcoﬁe.
ee orld.
Soouini, ‘Y';’.rl%l
arper’s Weekly,
Soiomiﬂo American & Supple’t
Spirit of the Times,
orest and Stream.




London

Liverpool

Birmingham . ..

Manchester
Newcastle

Edinburgh ....

Glasgow
Dublin

Montreal.....

Toronto

BRITISH.

Graphic.

Tliusrrated London News.

Sporting and Dramatic News.

Building News.

l]’ugch.

Judy

Fun,

Field.

Truth.

Pall Mall Budget.

St. James Budget.

Athengeum,

Spectator.

Saturday Veview.

Public Orvinion.,

Notes and Queries,

Economist.

Mark Lane Express,

Canadian Gazette.

Weekly Mercury.
.Weekly Post.

Weekly Courier.

Weekly Chronicle.
«Weekly Scotsman.

Weekly Mail.

Weekly Irish Times.

CONTINENTAL.

Le Monde Illustré.
Le Figaro.
L’Echo Agricole.

FORTNIGHTLIES.

Art Interchange.
.+Revue des deux Mondes.
L’Art.

MONTHLIES.
CANADIAN,

....Jnsurance & Finance Chron’e.
Monthly Weather Review.
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New York

Boston

London...
Paris_.

London....ss...

AMERICAN -

Harper's Magazine.
Century Maguzine.
Seribner’s Magazire.
Outing,

North American Review.

ce.
Popular Seience Monthy.

Art Amateur.

Art Age 3

Architects edit. Scient. Amer,
Atlantic Monthly.

BRITISH.

-Chamber of Commerce Journ.
British Trade Journal.

Board of Trade Journal. ! Jov,)
European Mail.

Fortnightly Review.
Nineteenth Century.
Contempuorary Review.
Universal Review

English Illustrated Magazine,
Leisure Hour,

Art Journal,

Magazine of Art,

Portfolio.

Blackwood’s Magazine.

& ottish Art Review.

CONTINENTAL.
Revue Universelle Illustrée.

QUARTERLIES.
BRITISH.

London Quarterly Review.
Edinburgh ':eview.
Century vuild Hobby Horse.

ANNUALS.

«.Lloyds’ Register.
+ Bureau Veritas.

..American Pecord.

ANNUAL EXCURSION OF THE CORN EXCHANGE ASSOCIATION.

The Annual Excursion of the Corn Exchange Association took place to
Sorel, per steamer “Three Rivers,” on Thursday, 13th September, and
although the weather was somewhat unfavourable for the outing, it
interfered little with the enjoyment of the party.

On arrival at Sorel, the visitors were escorted by the Mayor (Dr.
Taillon) and Town Council to their handson e and well appointed Town
Hall, where, after an official interchange of courtesies, they were enter-
tained to a choice repast, at which several toasts were honoured. Upon
leaving Sorel, dinner was served on board the steamer, and Montreal
reached by 11 p.m.
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FILST ANNUAL DINNER OF THE BOARD.

Last year the Council, deeming that a Board Dinner would be desirable
as affording an opportunity for social intercourse, endeavoured to make
the necessary arrangements, but the annual meeting and other urgent
business prevented its being carried out. The project was renewed this
year, and on Wednesday, the 23rd of January, the dinner took place in
the dining hall of the Windsor Hotel. Invitations were addressed
to His Excellency the Governor-General (Lord Stanley, of Preston), with
his Aides-de-Camp ; to Sir John A. Macdonald, Sir Hector Langevin, Hon,
G. E. Foster, and other members of the Cabinet; to the past and present
leaders of the Opposicion in the Dominion Parliament; to the Lieutenant-
Governors and Premiers of all the Provinces ; the M. P.’s on the Island of
Montreal ; the Presidents of the leading Canadian and United States Boards
of Trade ; the Consuls of France Spain, Germany, and the United States 3
and to many others. The issue of tickets was restricted to 450, in conse-
quence of the limited space, and they were taken up by members long
before the event.

It remains only to record that the Dinner was honoured by the pre-
sonce of His Excellency Lord Stanley, Sir John A. Macdonald, Sir Hector
Langevin, Hon. G. E. Foster, and a number of other distinguished guests,
and that it was such a brilliant success as to render it probable that
it will hereafter become an annual event.

The speeches delivered were, many of them, of the most interesting
and instructive character, and the general feeling, so far as the Council
can ascertain, has been one of satisfaction with the arrangements.

NEW PREMISES,

This matter has received anxious consideration during the past year, and
has occupied the attention of a Special Committee ; but no results have 80
far been reached, the demands of property-owners being considered
excessive,

CONCLUSION.

The Council has again to express its sense of the value of the services
rendered by the Secretary, Mr. George Hadrill, who has been untiring in
his devotion to the work of the Board i to the other members of the staff
its best thanks are due.

The whole respectfully submitted.
GEO. A. DRUMMOND,

President.

MonTrEAL, 5th February, 1889.
3




MONTREAL BOARD OF TRADE.

OFFICE-BEARERS AND MEMBERS FOR 1888.
Presipent: HON. GEO. A. DRUMMOND.
Is1 Vice-Pres: JACQUES GRENIER.

Treasurer: ROBERT ARCHER.

COUINCITI.

. AYER, C. P. HEBERT

. BUDDEN, R. C. JAMIESON,
. CLEGHORN, EDGAR JUDGE JOHN TORRANCE,
. H.GOULD, W. C. MUNDERLOH, JAS. R. WILSON,

BOARD OF ARBITRATIOIN.

JONATHAN HODGSON, EDWARD MURPHY,
Y, JOHN OGILVIE,
T. ROUTH

. RO .
L. TOURVILLE,

JAS. SLESS0
GEO. W. STEPHENS,

ANDREW ALLAN,

GEORGE CHILDS, JOHN KERR
A HUGH MACKAY,
HUGH, MOLENNAN,

ANDREW F. GAULT,
E. B. GREENSHIELDS,

Seeretary

7 MEMBERS,.

Atkinson, M. B. Beauchamp, Loui Bland, G
Atwater, H-W. Beaudry, JpA U " Bl:g, Waft%r
Ault, Chas. Beaudry,J N Boas, B A

= = (igo. HADRILL.

Acer, C. M.
dams, J. D.

28D Vice-Pres: ALEX. MURRAY

Adams, R. C.
Alexander, Chas,
Alexander, Jno. R.
Allan, Alex

*Allan, Andrew.
Allan, Andrew A.
Allan, Brice J.
Allan, Hugh A.
Allan, H. ﬁinntngue.
Allan, Jno. 8.
Allard, Louis.
*Allen, Jas,

Allen, Jos.

Alley. Fred. R.
Alston, Jos. E.
Ames, E. F.

Ames, Herbert B.
Anderson, A.
Anderson, Chas. H.
*Anderson, D
Anderson, Jas. D., sr.
Anderson, Jas. D., jr.
Anderson, Jno.
Anderson, Robt. J.
Andrews. W. M.
Angus, Wm.
*Archer, Robt.
Armrtrong, C. N.
*Arnott, Jno. R.
Arnton, Wm. H.
Atkin, Jno.

l

Austin, Hy. H.
Austin, Sam. T.
*Ayer, A. A.

Baby, Horace

Bacon, Thos. P.
Badenach, Thos.
Badgley, John C.
Baile, Andrew
Bailey, Jas
Baillie, Jno
Bain, Jas W
*Baird, C J
*Baird, Juo
Baird, Jouin Jr
Baker, Joel C
Balfour, J Hutton
Bannister, J F
Barbeau, E
Barbeau, Hy
Barnard, H A
Barry, Geo
Barthe, LA P
‘Bntterbur{), FR
Battersby,
Baumgarten, A
Baylis, Jas
Baynes, E A
Beard, Geo T
Beattie, Jno

Beaugrand, H
Besker, Albert
Belair, Adolphe P
Bell, Tho D
Bellew, H F
Benjamin, F P
Bennett, Alf
Bennett, 8 J
*Benson, W Townley
Bentley, D
Bessette, D 7
Beuthner, E W
*Bickerdike, R
B erslor Fred

illiugsley, Fre
Binks, C H
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Acming Presient :—EDGAR JUDGE,
TreASURER :—D, ROBERTSON.

R. M. ESDAILE. D. A. McCPHERSON,
A. E. GAGNON, STEWART MUNN,
A. G. JAS. 8. NORRIS.

BOARD OF REVIEW.
CHAIRMAN CHAS. H. GOULD.

JOHN DILLON, JNO. E. KIRKPATRICK,
G. M. KINGHORN. J. 0. LAFRENIERE,
ROBERT SIMMS.

“
MONTREAL WHOLESALE GROCERS ASSOCIATION.,

OFFICE-BEARERS FOR 1888.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.

PRESIDENT GEO. CHILDS,
Vice-Pres.:—CHAS. P. HEBERT, TreasurER:—D. T. TEES,

Dirrcrors :—CHAS. CHAPUT, W. W. LOCKERBY, JACOB WILSON.

COMMITTEE OF ARBITRATION.
WM. KINLOCH, W. W. LOCKERBY, CHAS. LACAILLE, J.E.QUINTAL, H. RANSOM.

COMMITTEE ON PRICES.
CHAS. CHAPUT, CHAS. LACAILLE, J. C. RORE,
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In Memariam,

List of Members of the Montreal Board of Trade

who died during 1888.

GEO. T. SLATER,

A. DESCHAMPS, -
HON. JOHN HAMILTON,
ALEX. GOWDEY, -
R. 8. CHESNUT, -
JOHN OGILVIE,
THOS. D. KELLY,

8. GREENSHIELDS,
GEO. KAY, - -
CLAUDE MELANCON.
T. S. BROWN, -
ALEX. MURRAY, -

Died (Dee. 27, 1887)
Died Mar. 16, 1888.
Died April 3, 1888.
Died May 22, 1888.
Died May 31, 1888,
Died July 23, 1888.

- Died Sept. 22, 1888.

Died Nov. 21, 1888,
Died Dec. 3,1888.
Died Dec. 3,1888.
Died Dec. 26, 1888.
Died Dec. 29, 1888.







