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THE

SELF FEEDER FOR HOGS

FEEDING MORE HOGS USUALLY MEANS MORE LABOUR.
THE SELF-FEEDING SYSTEM ALLOWS FOR INCREASED

PRODUCTION WITH DECREASED EFFORT.

Frequent Change in Attendants may cause Trouble with

Hand-Feeding.

Over-Feeding is Wasteful and Dangerous.

Tlie Regularity and Uniformity of the Self-Feeding System are

Desirable Features.

IMPORTANT:—The Self-Feeder does not remove ALL the Work
from Swine Feeding.

DOMINION EXPERIMENTAL FARMS
J. H. GRISDALE. B. Agr., Director

G. B. ROTHWELL. B.S.A. FIRST ASSISTANT animal husbandman.

il
SPECIAL CmCULAII N*. li.



What is a Self-Feeder?

Briefly, a 9elf-f.><..l.T f..r hotis consists ,.f a box or hopper, so ......stru.-le.

that wh"f fiLl ^vith ,neul it ^vill automuticallv deliver, or keep eont.nually

before the pi^s, in troughs, a certain amount of dry tee.l.

Where Automatic Feeding May Prove an Economy.

\ s.4f-feeder will hardly prove economical where two or three piRS are

kept It will be obviouslv useless where ^arba^^o or refuse .s the man, fo.>

item' Furth.T whor.- lar^.- <,uantities of dairy by-products are avadable an<l

cSaratiw V^^^ f.>d, tile use of a s.-lf-fcder would not be u.du.ate.l.

Whe e more tha'i ten p.^s are kept, however, the
l^^'-^'-'-^V'T^r. li! i !

warrants consideration. To the swine grower, who c.ntemplafs re.lucinn

E Xut "n tu.c..unt of labour scarcity, the self-feeder ,s to be recommended.

Requirements of a Good Self-feeder for Swine.

The self-feeder to be successful must be cheap strong, capacious, P'Tt-d. e,

easy to construct, weath.-r-tij^ht, easy of regulation ^-' ^^^r'''%YTtTfh:^
Tnd most impor ant of all, so arrantje.l that the contents will fe.nl into the

trcth with minimum stoppage, caused by the ]'^;;^\^-^^^i'^^J^^^'^Z^

Ei^imS^KonS^ifh;^^^
to include nearly all of the desirable featun^s mention...!.

Advantages of the Self-feeder over Hand-feeding Methods.

1 Saves over 00 p.-r c.-nt of the labour. 2. Re.luces waste of f.-ed t.)

i".:l .; S; .an,. t£.' 1 All in,livi.lnal. havo aa .-q.al .haa,,.; tho «,,!< p,g

benefits accordingly.

Correct Conditions for Using the Self-feeder.

Pbice the feed.T on a platform or fl..or that will remain ch-an during w.'t

Stai-a*ds;s\^;:.^5«^

ninning, or from some s.df-watering .l.-vi.'... regularly an.l fnH,uently hlled.

When to Use and When to Avoid the Self-feeder.

Where nlentv of skim-milk ..r other milk by-pnxluct is at han.l, wean

vounJ pigs in tie r gular way to tn.ugh feecling. Wh.'u th.;y ar.- nine ,.r t.-n

young p gs "' '""^
^^ ,

„,jf.f,.,.,i.T. Coat nu.! hand f.-edmg twi..' a day,

Z:^nJ:^r.ZC\^^^-P^'^^^^ thr..e m.u.ths the pig obtains all his meal

dry An abrupt change in feed will show a ..orresponding abrupt an.l un.l..sir-

able chang.' in the condition of the pig.

WEANI.NG LITTLK I'KiS ON THE FEEDER.

vvh rr littlr • ' iio milk b.v-pr<«b!ct is available, surprisinely «'><"l results

may b ':;[:ta;m!:i with U't-d.:;.' D.,.y weaning as ^^n,^.^>^^ F..r^.v.

or three weeks b.-f..re w.-aning, place a small feeder (an old b..x may l.t



improvised) in u corntT of tho pen or i);ul<li>civ. Arr!inn<' a ine() wiiidi admits

tlic little ones only. Feed oat meal, f^round oats, middlinfjs, wliorts, ete., in tlie

feeder, and if possible try to proeuro a little skim-milk, whe!i the sow is finally

p moved. FailinR this, a littli' <lry tankage may U' fed s«'parately.

MAV IIK rsKI) THK YKAU KOI NU.

Tlie feeder, while desij^ned i)artieularly for cutdoor or pasture feeding,

111 ,y he adapted to pen or yard fee<linj; in winter, i)ruvided it is placed where

.-iKiw and ii'e will not interfere with the troughs.

With, nil cluxxc-i of Jhiishiiuj /io(/.y, th(! advocated use of the fei'der needs no

(|'ialification. Far ymiiKj hrccilimj xoirs during their first fall and winter the self-

tii Icr is recommended.
\i>'\\\\l the feeder at the

l's(! hone- and muscle-forniiiiy; meals and discoiitiiuK

first si<;n of overfatness. In (jcnerdl, amid xdf-fevdimi

irith nuiture hrvctUmj Ktack unless hulky foods, such as ground alfalfa, etc., a'-e

tivailahle.

WHERE THE SELF-1-EEI)K1{ MLST BE RESTHKTEl).

Fremiently, younj; self-fed pigs on pasture neglect thi; green food for the

more palatahle aild easily ohtained meal. Prevent this hy arranging two hinged

. uvers which may he dropped over the troughs. By occasional use of these,

Mr short periods, the pigs are forced t.) forage.

Meals and Mixtures for the Self-feeder.

From a inechanical .standpoint, any mixture of whole or ground grain

)r mill feeds may he successfully self-fed. The graui ration may :»'he fed mixed

or with each c(unponent part Separate, allowing the i)ig to eh..os(> for hims('lf.

He can do this. Such a plan recpiires partitions in the feeder. J'ur young i)igs

Mr shoats, any of the following mixtures will he found suitahle provided all hulls

are fairlv finely ground:

—

l'. Shorts or middlings, line groiuid oats, find ground harley or corn,

—

etpial p'lrts.

2. Shorts, or middlings, 4 parts, any of ahove grains t parts, ground peas

2 parts.

3. Shorts or whea^ 2 parts, harl • "! parts, peas 1 part.

With anv of the ahove mixtu" .cd to young i)igs, skim-milk may he

)rofitahly fed. Where such earn. he ohtained, the addition of tankage,

meat, or hlood meal is reroiumendei' Tankage may hest he fed from a separate

f.rder or hy partitioning off a small section of the regular structure. Allow the

pi'is to meet their own requirements.

The Construction of a Self-Feeder.

(See cross section).

j}agf_—The feeder .should rest upcm two pieces 2 inches hy 4 iiiches running

iigthwise, placed Hat. These may act as runners. On tl

niches by 4 inches to carry the structure.

,S/,/(-.s.—Make the sides of 2 inches hy 3 inches sheathetl inside

rcssed lumber, as shown.

(j(il(,_
—

'Pw,, arrangements of the feed-gate are shown. Thin is the ini i)ort(iiil

'•li of the feeder.

XoTE.—To ensure the constant feeding of the meal, some means of agitation

- necessary. Otherwise the contents will block close to the bottom.

Make the iron hands (two on each siile) connecting tlie control slide at the

-itom, with the thumbscrew at the top, ofliyht strap-iron | inch thick by I inch

. le. When the meal ceases to How, the pigs naturally root or nose toward

source of suppiv, and being able to move this flexible slide, which in turn

i: ~ses upon and breaks the meal hlockad(—they are rarely left with a "dead"

i-feeder. To prevent the pigs forcing the board too far in, it is, of course.

inside at either end of t'ach brnle. Allow ai>uut J-ini h

lay pieces of

hv !-inch

iry pl

pl v between the slide and the cleat.



Th(> second iirranKi'incnt shown is siniplf, consistinn of a section of the Kate
hinjiinn inward. This the pijcs inaj- root aniiinst, eausinK it to l)r('ak any meal
stoppage. Possibly the first described arrangement will be found most satis-
factory.

Feed Troughs.—The front of the feed troughs consists of one piece 4-ineh
by 4-inch (two pieces^2-inch by 4-inch). Tv.o pieces 2-inch by 2-ineh will be
l)etter for young pigs. From this front an; phiced 2-inch by 2-inch divisions,
12 inches apart, running up to a 1-inch by 3-inch piece laid al >ng the sides as
shown. For general use, a trough width of not more than 9 inches is recom-
mended.

Roof.—The roof is laid on 1-inch by 3-inch battens, and CDvered with read ,

roofing. Tile hinging arrangement shown is simple, and prevents leaki .<

at the peak. A pn^p should hv supplied to hold up the door, or roof wl)
filling. It is best to continue the overhang of the cover so that the drip may i'

affect the troughs in wet weather.
Skle.—The width is shown in the drawing. The length will depend

number and size of the pii^s to be fed. .V (i-foot feeder (12 feet of trou.
commonly used size, and will feed up to twent.v-five young pigs.

CoKt.—Built of new lumber the cost should not exceed ?!()
lumber preferably, and giv(> the exterior a coat of paint.

Provided the requir( nients enumerated are met, changes in
suggested by the ingenuity of the builder. The photograph .«lio

feeder, one of many used at the Central Fxi)eriniental Far'
similar to that alreadv described.
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