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ANSWER
-, ?

TO THE

D fi C L A R A T I N
*' tJrf J..' J.'-.'!'

O F T H E •

GENERAL CONGRESS.

*^f*^

WHEN Independent States take up arms,

they endeavour to imprefs the World

with a favourable opinion of their own

tauie, and to lay the blame of hoftilities on the in-

juftice of their Opponents. But if Nations, ac-

countable to none for their conduct, deem it ne-

ceffary to reconcile others to their proceedings, the
m

neceifity is (till more urgent with regard to thofe

who, breaking through every political duty, draw-

their fwords againfl: the State of which they own

themfelves the Subjefts. The opinions of man-

kind are invariably oppofed to fuch men. Their

alTertions are heard with diftruft, their arguments

B weighed



MTeighcd with caution •, and, therefore, it is as ntfj

ceffary for them to adhere to truth, in the former,

as it is prudent to avoid fophiftry in the latter.

This confideration, however obviousr it may ap-

pear to others, feems to have totally efcaped the

attention of the body of men who lately fat at

Philadelphia under the name of " The General

•* American Congrefs." In a paper puWifhed un-

der the title of " A Djeci^aration by the Re-«

** prefentatives of the United Colonies of North

•* America" *, the fads are either wilfully or igno*

rantly mifreprefented *, and the arguments deduced

from premifes that have no foundation in truth.

But, as whatever falls from men who call them-

felves the Reprefentatives of a people, muft fal>

with fome degr^ of weight on the minds of the

undifcerning part of mankind; it becomes, in fome

meafure? neceffary to exaniine bri^fjy the reafon*.

held forth by the Congrefs to juftify the rebellion

of their Conftituents. On a fubged fo trite, ar-

.

guments advanced by otherWriters may fometimes.

recur j but novelty is lefs the objec?: of this part;

pf the difquifition, than perfpicuicy and precifion.

The Declaration of the Congrefs begins with

an involved period, which either contains no
meaning, or a meaning not founded on the prin-

. ciples

Vide Appendix.
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ciples of reafon. They fcem to infinuate, that no

body of men, in any Empire, can cxercife *' an

** unbounded authoriry over others •," an opinion

contrary to faft under every form of Government.

No makim in policy is more univerfally admitted,

than that a fupreme and uncontroulable power

muft exift fomewhcrc in every State. This ukimatc

power, though juftly dreaded and reprobated in the

perfon of one man, is the firft fpring in every

Political Society. The great difference, between

the degrees of freedom in various Governments,

confifts merely in the manner of placing this ne-

. ceffary difcretionary pbwer. In the Britifh Em-
pire it is vefted, where it is motl fafe, in King,

l-iords, and Commons, under the colledbive ap-

pellation of the I^egiflature. The Legiflature is

another name for the Conftitutlon o( the State

;

and, in faft, the State itfelf. The Americans

ftill own themfelves the fubjeJts of the State ; but

if thty rcfufe obedience to the laws of the Legif-

lature, they play upon words, and are no longer

Subjeds, but Rebels. In vain have they affirmed

that they are the Subjeds of the King's preroga-

tive, and not his Subjeds in his legiflative qua-

., Xity } as the King, with regard to his Subjeds in

general, is to be confidered only in his executive

capacity as the great hereditary Magiftrate, who

|:arries into effe(5t the laws of the Legiflature, the

B 2 only
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only difcreiionary and uncontroulablc power in ^
free State. . -

•

The difcretionary and uncontroulablc authority,

ef the Britilh Legiflaturc being granted, their

right to tax all the SubjetSls of the Britifh Empire

can never be denied. Some ill-informed reafoners

in politics have lately darted an qbiolete maxim,

which has been feized with avidity by the Ame-

ricans, That •* the Supreme Pov/er cannot take

f from any one any part of his property without

" his confent-," or in other words, That Reprefen-

tation is infeparable from Taxation. The Colo-

nifts, fay they, have no Reprefentatives in Parlia-

ment, and therefore Parliament ha' no right to

tax the Colonifts. Upon this principle, fcarce one

in twenty-five of the people of Great-Britain is re»

prelented. Out of more than feven millions, fewer

than three hundred thoufand have an exclufive

right to chufe Members of Parliament *, and, there*

fore, more than three times the number of the

i-mericans have an equal right with them to dif-

pute the authority of the Legiflature to fubjeft

them to taxes. The truth is, Reprefentation

never accompanied Taxation in any State. The

Romans were a free nation •, yet the Senate, that

is, the great body of the Nobility, poffefled the fole

right of taxing the people. In this kingdom, the

Houfc
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JHtoufe of Commons have an exclufive right of

modifying and regulating the quantity of public

fupplies, and the manner of laying taxes : but

the Commons, by their own authority, cannot en-

force the raifing the fupplies they vote. That pri-

vilege is inherent in the fupreme and unac-

countable power veiled in the three branches of

the Legiflature united j who are in faft the State,

as the virtual Reprefentatives of the whole Em-

pire, and not the delegates of individuals.

Why it has been fo generally received as a

maxim, in this country, That Taxation and Rc-

prefentation are infeparable, requires to be ex-

plained. Men, little acquainted with the Confti-

tution, derived the opinion from their finding,

that it is the indifputable right of the Com-

mons, that all grants of fubfidies and parlia-

mentary aids ftiould originate in their Houfe. But

though they firft beftow thofe fubfidies and aids,

their grants, as has been already obferved, have

no efted without the aflent of the other two

branches of the Legiflature. The common reafon

given for this exclufive privilege is. That as the

fupplies are raifed upon the body of the people,

the people only ought to have the right of taxing

themfelves. This argument would have been con-

clufivc, if the Commons taxed uone but thofe by

whofe
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whofe fliffra^cs they obtained their feats in Parlia^

ment. But it has appeared, that more than fevei^

millions of people, befides the Peers, who arc in

poflcflion of fo l^rge a ihare of property in the

kingdom, have no voice in the ele6bion of tlie Mem-

bers who lit in the Lower Houfc. The Commens^

therefore, and their Confticuents not being the

cnly perfons ta^d, the former cannot poflibly >havc

the only right of railing and modelling the ibpply,

from the mere circumftance of Reprelentation. But

if they have it not from Reprefentation, they muft

in fa(fl derive it from the fupreme and difcretion-

?iry power, which is repofeCJ in them, in con-

jundlion with the two other branches of the Legi-

flature. It appears, upon the whole, that Taxa*

tion is the refuli; of that difcretionary authority

placed in the hands of the LegiOature, and ex-

erted by them for the neceflary fupport of the

State. To this authority the whole Empire muft

iubmit, and confcquently no one of its fubjedl^

can claim any exemption.

TheCounties Palatine of Chefter, Durham, and

Lancafter, were anciently in the fame predicament

with the Americans, on the article of Taxa-

tion. The Earl of Chefter and the Bifhop

^f Durham became, by prefcription and im-

, ,
memorial
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ftjcrhofial cuftom, pofltfltd of a kind of

rtgal jurifdiftion, within their refpedtivc territo-

ries. A fimilar form of Government was elta^

blilhed by King Edward III. in the County of

Lancafterj which was ereded firftinto an E^arldom,

and then into a Dukedom, in the perlbn of Henrys

Plantagcuet i whofeheirefs canied the fame rights

and privileges to Jobn of Gant, tliat King's fourth

fon^ and his^^ pollerity. But t-hough the subordi-

NATB Sovereigns of thefe Counties could pardon

treafons^murdersandfelonies'tthough they appointed

all Judges, nominated all' Juftices of the Pbacc,and;

iii ihort) poflfcflfldi cxclufively the whole internal

Government of their feveral Counties ; their sub-

jects (if tlie exprcflion may be ufcd) were *'^al-

^ ways bound by the Afts and Statutes" * of an

AfTembly, in which they had no Reprefcntatives.

They were alfo "liable to all payments, rates, and

** fubfidies, granted by the Parliament of Eng-

Thofe Counties (it muft be confeflbd), like the-

Americans, confidered tYr'r being excluded' from

having Reprefcntatives in an Aflembly by which

• Statutes at Large, 34 and 35 of Henry VIJI.c. 13.

f Ibid. 25 of Charles II. c. 9,

they
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fhcy yttrt taxed, a grievance. AGcordlrigly, th<r

Town and County of Chefter, as far back as the

thirty-fifth of Henry VIII. petitioned the Legifla-

ture for the privilege of fending Members to Par-

liament; and their fequeft was granted by an ex-

prefs Statute*. The County and City of Durham

made a fimilar application, and with the fame fuc-

cefs, in the twenty fifth of Charles II f . Had the

Americans, inftead of. flying to arms, fubmitted

the fame fuppofed grievance, in a peaceable and

dutiful manner, to the Legidature, I can perceive

no reafon why their requeft Ihould be refufed.

Had they, like the County and City of Chefter,

reprefented, that " for lack of Knights and Bur-

** gefles to reprefent them in the High Court of

** Parliament, they had been oftentimes touch Eiy

** and GRIEVED with A6ls and Statutes made with-

•« in the faid Court, derogatory to their moft an*

cient jurifdidions, liberties and privileges, and

prejudicial to their quietnefs, reft and peace \*

this Country would, I am perfuaded, have no ob-

jection to their being reprefented in her Parlia-

ment. .. ,' .. . V--- ':*>': ;\ .

.;.-;",^'.

c(

*i

* 34 and 35 of Henry VIII. c. 13.

t 25 of Charles II. c. 9,

But

V , >;
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But thd Colonies, though that circumftancp Is

bnly infinUated in the Declaration , have uniformly

affirmed, that granting the fupremacy of Parlia-

hient (hould extend over the whole Empire, yec

that they themfelves have a right to an exemption

from Taxes either by the concefTions of the Legi-

flature, of by charters from the Kiilg, It feems'

incompatible with reafon, fay they, that the Co-

lonies (hould have internal Legiflatures of their

own, poffefling the authority cif taxation, arid thar^

notwithftandingi the Britifh Parliament fhould re-

tain its power of laying inipofts.- The firft of

thefe affertions is not founded in truth. The'

Charters give no exemption from Taxation i on

the contrary, fome of them exprefsly fubjeil theCo-

lonies to the fiipreme Legiflature of Great- Britain;

and hadtheCharteis mentioned an exemption, the

Legiflature, by virtue of its fupreme, univerfal, and

difcretionary power, can recal any rights they

have Conferred, when the good of the State renders
.

that meafure neceflary. Though the King may

giveaway by Charter a right that militates againit

himfelf, as hereditary Chief Magidrate, he cannot

authorize, by any deed whatever, an exemption

from the general laws of the State. In fuc' a cafe

ONE of the THREE branches of the Legiflature

Would ufurp the power of the three united; a

folecifm as great in polity, as it is in mathe-

;^'
:

' "
;'...;G

. maticks



maticks to afGrm, that a part is greater tbaji the

whole.
*

It may be neceflary, perhaps, to make an apo-

logy for entering fo minutely into the argument in

favour of tlie right of Taxation. The Americans

themfelves have deferted that ground. They fpeak

no longer as fubjedts. They aiTume the language

of rivals, and they a6t aS enemies. The qucftion

between them and Great-Britain (for ic is no

longer between them and Government) confifls

of dependence or independence, connection or no

connexion, except on the footing of a Sovereign

State. They have already arrogated to themfelves

all the fundions of Sovereignty. They have formed

a great deliberative Council. They have taken

the whole executive power into their own hands.

They have ftruck a new currency, raifed armies,

appointed generals ; and that they have notchofen

ANOTHER Sovereign, mud be afcribed more to

their Republican principles, than to any remains

of loyalty for their lawful Prince.

In thisfituatlon of affairs and opinions, it is matter

of little furprize, that men who deny the autho-

rity of the Scate Ihould load the Legiflature with

opprobrious epithets. The Congrefs accordingly

itigmatize Parliament with various charges of

tyranny.



tyranny, violence, and opprefiion. Pafling from

this {train of general fcurrility, they enter into

warm encomiums on the anceftors of their Confti-

tuents. But they now deviate as much from truth

in their applaufe, as they had done before in th^ir

c'^nfure. They affirm^ that the anceftors of the

Colonifts obtained the lands which they have tranf-

mitted to the prefent race, ** without any charge

" to the country from which they removed."

Their very enemies could not wilh to meet them

on more advantageous ground. The fums ex-

pended upon the various Provinces, fince their

firft eftabliflimenr, for their ordinary fupport, go-

vernment, and protedion, have been fo enor-

mous, that without the authority of incon-

teftible vouchers, they could fcarcely obtain

credit *.

* An Account of zuhat Sums have been granted to

the different Provinces in North America, as far as it

appears from the EJiimates for the fupport of the Civil

Government ofeach Province j and alfo what Sums have been

grantedfor the Support of the Provincial Forces in North
America.

New York Forces - - - 339.055 16 8

Carolina in general _ - . 43,024 9 10^
Georgia fettling, and fecuring that Province 250,8^3

Military Expence of ditto

South Carolina Forces

Nova Scotia Civil Government
Eaft Florida Civil Government
Weft Florida Civil Governaient

America in general forces

llewards and compeafations

C 2

130,066 18

101,524 5

1,358,240 17

59,300 o

64.324 13

172,999 o
i»3 '6>Si' I

3.33S»9oo 7 4i

Bur,

6

41-

6

61
o
6
o

il
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But, even granting that the Colonifts had ob-.

tained their lands without any c»iarge to the

Mother-country, were they capable of keeping

thofe lands without her afliftance ? Was it not to

defend the Americans, that Great-Britain involved

herfelf in the laft expenfive w^r ? Did not thofe

very " United Provinces," who now pretend to

fet the power of this Kingdom ^t defiance, lay

themfelves in the duft at her feet, to claim her

^id and proteflion againft a sjngle Colony? Did

they not complain in the fan^e ^bjqft terms with

the Britons of old, " That the Barbarians drove

^' them into the fea, and that the fea drove them

** back on the Barbarians ?'* Did notGreat-Britain,

like a Guardian Angel, ftretch forth her hand to

their aid ; and, by expelling their enemies from the

Continent of America, refcue them, not only

from danger, but the very fear of danger ? Di4

ihe not, over and above the many millions fhe ex-

pended upon the fleets and armies employed ia

defence of the Colonies, advance more than One

Million to pay their own native forces, em«

ployed in THEIR own Caufe f ?

f GRANTS in PARLIAMENTfor Rewards, Encouragement,

and Indemnification to the Provinces in North Axo&tiQZfor their

Ser'vices and Expences during the laji War,
Date of Votes. ^

3 Febr. 1756. As a free Gift and Reward
#

; . to the Colonic? of New-
•'

; . England, New-York, and
jei fey, for their palt fervices,

and



«

Did not the Mother-country, with more than 9,

mother's fondnefs, vpon all occafibns nourilh, cJ;ie-
i s

Date of Votes.
^v^j V.'-"> ' '.*,^*I*' ^'*^- ,.••*>.•*'*-

J^
H'V- " , S'5, ,*"m^

3. d.

50,000 — «

'i>o.;..i

3Febr. 1756. and as an encouragement to

them to continue to exert ^ ^ "
• —

V «. > themfelves with vigour, &c. 11^,000 — -«

JO May, 1757. For the ufe and relief of the

Provincesof North and South ', •

,.

Carolina and Virginia, in re- ' » i.
-^

'

' - ' - compence for fervices per-

4 ,
formed and to be performed '

• with the approbation of the :{'.

Commander in Chief in ,. . _

America, _ - - -

I June, X758. To reimburfe the Province of

Maffachufet's Bay their ex-

pences in furnifliing provi-
.

'

fions and ftores to the troops

'
. t

. j-aiied by them in 1756,

/. 27,380 19 Hi
To reim-

burfe the

Province
• ,1..; .j,'u,...^.;.^ of Con- ' "^ '-'rc'-'^^.'^- '

Si nefticut
'

''" their ex-

\ „ - ,, , , pences

for ditto, ^. 13,73^ » 7 7

30 Apr. I759« As a compenfation to the re-

fpeftive Colonies in North

America for the expence of le-

vying,cloathing and pay ofthe

r . . , troops raifed by them, &c.

a I Mar. 1760. Ditto, - - -

To the Colony ofNew York to

reimburfe their expences in
'

furnifliing provifioiis and,,: ^

ftores to the troops raifed

by them in 1756 - - 2,977 7 8

• ^ - *'

4MI7 «7 6^

200,000
200,000

609,095 5 zh



rifli, and fiipport this prodigal child, that

left the houfe of his parent, " to feed on huflis,

** with the fwine of the defart ?" Has flie not (to

fum up the whole in one point of view) uniformly

prote<5ted the Colonies in war, encouraged their

produce with bounties in time of peace J, entered

Brought over,

20 Jan. 1761. As a Compenfation to the re-

fpeftive Colonies in North

America,for the expence ofle-

vying, cloathing, and pay of

the troops raifecj by them, Sec.

26 Jan. 1762. Ditto, - - -

15 Mar. 1763.01110, - - - -

22 Apr. 1770. To reimburfe the Province of

New Hamp(hire their expen-

ces in furnifhing provilions

and ftores to the troops raifed

by theni for the Campaign

in 1756 T - -

609,095 5 2*

200,000 — -

^33.333 6 8

J33>333 ^ §

6,009 »3 3

4-1

71

1.081,771 II 9^

X An Acount of Bounties on American Commodities,

£' J-

Bounty on Indico from 1749 to 1773 paid

by Great Britain . . „ - 145,022 3

Bounty on Hemp and Flax paid un-

der the Aft of 4 Geo. III. ch. 26. from

1766 to 1772 - . - - - - 5.560 8

Bounty on Importation of Naval Stores

from America, purfuant to the Aft of the

3d of Queen Anne, from 1706 to 1729 430,178 4 (

Under the A&. of 2d Geo. II. from 1729
to ^77^ 1,02^,584 7 3

Befides other Bounties granted PQ

q „ Raw Silk
"

, _^ ;,
., ^

, , - ;„, Pipe Staves

FJogfliead Staves

Barrel Staves

Pipe, Hogflicad, or Barrel-Heading.. '
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into all their quarrels with their neighbours,

made their enemies her own •, and, for their

fake, has (lie not, in for»e degree, fubjefted herfelf to

an annual tribute to Indian favages, in whom ha-

bitual injuries had raifed an irreconcileable hatred

to their oppreflbrs ? Did (he not, too fatally, re-

linquilh great advantages on every other fide of

a fuccefsful war, to eradicate the very feeds of

.future contefts in America j and, by giving the

Colonies unlimited fecurity from Abroad, procure

for them that profperity at HoxME, which has

encouraged them, like parricides, to raife the dag*

ger againft her own breaft ? ..K.

The Congrefs, in the next paragraph of their

Declaration, affed to reprobate the laft Peace,

though they have derived fo many and fo great

advantages from that treaty. The conduft of the

Americans ought alfo to induce this Kingdom to

regret the ftipulations fhe made for their fecu-

rity. Had Canada remained in the hands of the

French, the Colonies would have remained duti-

ful fubjefls. Their fears for themfelves, in that

cafe, would have fupplied the place of their pre-

tended affeftion for this Nation. They would

have fpoken more fparingly of their own refour-

ccs, as they might daily ftand in need of our aid*

Their former incapacity of defending themfelves

would
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^6u\i hav6 always recurred to their minds, is

long as the objeds of their f6rmer terror fhould

continue fo heat their borders. But their habi-

tual fears from France were, it feems, removed
r

only to give room to their ingratitude to Great-

Britain*

The e^rontery with which the Congrefs

reprobate the lat6 Peace, is fcarcely equal to their

folly in applauding the Miniffer who had car-

ried on the war. With peculiar inconfiftency

they affedt to commence an stra of "Public Ruin,"

from Mr. Pitt*s refignation in 1761 ; yet the whold

" objed of their wiflies" is to be placed on the

fame footing as in the year 1763. They do not.

rfecoUeft, Or father they pretend to forget, that

'

the mOft fplendid aftions in the war, happened

after Mr. Pitt retired from his office. They are

ignorant, or defignedly conceal, that the com-

merce of this kingdom has amazingly encreafed,

and, in conlcquence, its revenue, fmce the sera

from t/irhich thty date public ruin. They know,

or they ought, from their own experience, to

know, that notwithftanding their fhutting their

ports againft our manufaflures, permanent and

profitable fourc6s of commerce have been opened

in other quarters ; that inftead of bejng diftrefTcd

by their prcfent interruption to trade, our Mer-

- -•' • w ' chants



chants find themfelves incapable of fulfilling

their commiflions fiom foreign ftatcs ; that as

the fureft teft of the flourifliing condition of

commerce, the courfe of exchange, to the amount

pf feveral per cents, is univ^rfally in favour of

Great-Britain ; and that, as the ultimate and in-

vincible proof of the public profperity, the con-

fidence of the people in the meafures of Govern-

ment, and their contempt for the rebellious

efforts of the refraflory Colonies, the national

Stocks fuflTer neither fluduation nor fall in the

price.

,/ Having reprefented the pretended ruin brought

upon the Britifh Empire by the late Peace, the

Congrefs defcend to the fictitious grievances of

America fince the fame period. They affirm,

that ^' the Colonies were judged to be in fuch a

" ftate, as to prefent victories without bloodfhed,

" and all the eafy empluments of (latutable

' plunder." This figure of rhetoric, if it has

any meaning, conveys one contrary to the truth.

The Colonifts having obtained fuch amazing ad-

vantages by a Peace, which they now reprobate,

it was deemed juft and proper by Mr. Grenville,

then at the head of the Treafury, that they

fliould bear a proportionable fhare of the national

burdens incurred by the war. But as their prior

P inability
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inability to bear internal Taxes had precluded him

from having a precedent, he only threw out, as it

is vulgarly expreffed, in the beginning of the year

1 764, his intentions of raifing a revenue in America

by a Stamp-Duty, fimilar to thateftablifhedinGreat-

Britain j referring the confideration of the whole af-

fair to the next Selfion. His objc6b was, to give time

to the Colonies to propofe fome other mode of

Taxation, fhould that fuggefted to Parliament ap-

pear either improper or burdenfome. During the

whole of the fummer 1764, though fome difcon-

tented fpirits murmured, not a fingle doubt was

flatted againft the absolute right of Parliament

to impofe Taxes on every Member of the Britifh

Empire. The time allowed to the Colonies fur-

niihed them with no expedient for raifing a tax

more fuitable to the purpofe of a Revenue (which,

by the bye, was to have been fpent among them-

felves) ; and, therefore, in the beginning of the

year 1765, the famous Stamp-Aft was paffed,

againft a very inconfiderablc Minority, in both

Houles of Parliament. --^ ' .v '., -t; -fr.

In this Kingdom, as well as in every State

poflefTed of freedom, there are always to be found

factious perfons, who oppofe every meafure ofGo-

vernment. In their eagernefs to difgrace the Mi-

ni fter, they too frequently obftru6t the fervice,

• •
-- and
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and defeat the interefts of their Country. Every

fide of a fpeculative point is armed with argu-

ments, that may impofe on the ignorant, and en-

courage the fanguine. The Oppofition in Parlia-

ment, in Ihort, committed themfelves too far in

favour of the prejudices of the Americans, with

regard to the Stamp-A6t, to fupport it with vi-

gour, when they themfelves, very unexpectedly *,

came into Office, a few months after it had pafled

into Law. Though their view of the object chan-

ged with their elevation, they found that the

flame which their own fadlious fpeeches, in the

preceding Seffion, had r*aifed in America, was

too vehement to be extinguilhed without concef-

fions. A natural timidity of difpofition, joined to

the common want of firmnefs which accompa-

nies novelty in Office, rendered them inclinable to

purchafe prefent quiet for themfelves, at the ex-

pence of the future advantage of their Country.

But ftill they wavered on the point of irrefolution,

till Mr. Pitt's oratory weighed down the fcale.

The Stamp-A£t was repealed i and from that mo-

ment may be dated " the commencement of"

what the Americans call '< an ^ra of Public

«( Ruin,i>

* Lord Rockingham and others in Oppofition came into

office July 10, 1765, Grenville and his pvty having thrown

themfelves out of place on the Regency Bill.

D 2 To
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To enter into the motives of Mr. P-n's oratory,

for the total and abfolute repeal of the Stamp-Adt,

would be to defert a great and public fubjed for

the fake of tracing the private views of an ambi

tious man. In his Ar.t.'iument, if what he advanced

deferves the name, he fell in with the vulgar and,

it may be faid, falfe maxim. That no profit ought

to be expedled from the Colonies, but That refult-

ing from their Commerce. This opinion of Mr.

Pitt, whether it proceeded from ignorance or de-

fign (and it probably proceeded from both), has

formed a popular error in former times, as well

as in the prefent age. Many, who have pretended

to underftand perfeftly the affairs of this kingdom,

moft firmly, but in my opinion very weakly, be-

lieved that the great fecret of our political intereft

confided in forcing, in a manner, a monopoly of

foreign commerce. It was from this perfuafion,

that the popular Orator ufed, upon theoccafion juft

mentioned, a figure of rhetoric at once foolilh and

abfurd, when he affirmed, that the Colonifts fhould

be prohibited " ^lom manufafturingeven the hob-

nail of a horfc-fhoe !" One might be tempted to

&{k the Orator, how this prohibitory mandate could

be enforced •, or if it could, whether it is lefs arbi-

trary, than to demand an internal tax from the

Americans, for the fupport of their own govern-

ment, and even for the general fupport of the State,

, ,
and
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and as a fuitable return for the protedion which

they have ever derived from the Government of

this kingdom ?

The Congrefs had furcly forgot this ftrangc

rhetorical figure of the great Orator, when they

were tempted to date public ruin, from his re-

' fignation in 1761. They have alio forgot, or

they do not chufe to remember, that he ac-

quiefced in the declaratory bill, brought

m and palTed by the Marquis of Rocking-

ham*s Partyj who were in office, in the begin-

ning of the year 1766. This Bill exprefly declares,

*' that all his Majefty's Colonies and Plantations in

" America have been, are and of right ought to

*^ be, fubordinate to and dependent upon the Im-

" perial Crown and Parliament of Great
*' Britain ; who have full power and authority

** to make laws and ftatutes of fufficient validity to

" bind the Colonies and People of America, fub-

' jefls of the Crown of Great Britain, in all

** cases whatsoever.»-n *

Mr. Pitt, to preferve fome degree of confiftency,

objeded to the words " in all cases whatso-

ever." But his oppofition was fo languid, that

he did not attend the Houle when the Bill was

paffed •, and only five Peers were found to follow

his
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his opinion, when it came under debate in the

Houfe of Lords,
,

**The DeclaratoryA 61," as the AmericanCongrcfs

affirms, " comprehends all the grievances of which

" they complain." Yet that very Congrefs, withpe-

culiar eflFrontei)', noi only approve, but even praife

theconduft of the very Party by whom the Bill was

introduced, and the man, by whofe criminal

ACQUIESCENCE (to ufc onc of hls own phrafcs)

it pafled into a law. That ^any and that

MAN, being now in oppofition to Govern-

ment, the Americans endeavour to fecure

their fupport, by flattering their vanity at the ex-

pence of truth ! They forget paft demw.its in the

hopes ofprefent fervices. But when they exped to

deceive a whole Party into their intereft, they

themlclves are made the tools of that Party j and,

like the figure of the Negro, near Temple^bar,

are turned round by the machine, which they pre-

tend to move.

The Congrefs, ir. a drain of eloquent adulation,

fpeaks with raptures of '• that illuftrious Band of

" diftingullhed Peers and Commoners," who now

declaim, argue, and proteft, in favour of their own

Rebellion. It has appeared that the Aft of which

they mod complain, wae the manufacture of that

very



[ 23 ]

very " illuftrious Band," encouraged jy the ne-

gative oppofition made by the Earl of Chatham,

whofe advice the Band followed, as it foon

after appeared, to their own political deftruc-

tion. Befides, was it not under the Adminiftra-

tion of the Earl of Chatham, in the years 1767

and 1768, though the Americans date their mif-

fortunes from the refignation of Mr. Pitt in Odo-

ber 1761, that the Bills impofing internal duties,

and confequently eftabli(hing internal Taxation

in America, were paffed into laws * ? Did not the

prefent Adminiftration, whofe meafures the Con-

grefs affect to reprobate throughout, repeal all

thofe Afts, except the duty on Tea f, to gratify the

prejudices of the Americans, and, if pofllble, to

re-eftablifti tranquility in all the Provinces ? With

what colour of reafon, therefore, can the Ameri-

cans lay the blame either of their real or pretended

grievances on the Noblemen and Gentlemen now

in office •, and yet approve of the conduct of thofe

very perfons who paffed the Declaratory AA, and

followed it with Bills of imports raifed in the

Colonies ?

In reprobating the Declaratory A6t, the Con-

grefs recur to their ufual maxim. That Taxation

* 7 Goo. Ilf. Ch. 4(>.

t 10 Geo. Ill,

and
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and Reprefentation are infeparable. Though it has

been already Ihewn, that they are as much repre-

fentcd as twenty-four in twenty- five of the inhabi-

tants of Great-Britain ; though it has been prov-

ed, that whole Provinces, not reprefe/ited, had been

for fevcrai ages fubjedtcd to impofts laid by the

Legiflature i though it (hall, hereafter, appear that

they themfelves have been uniformly taxed by the

Britilh Parliament; this argument they hold forth as

invincible, and found upon it their prefcnt re-

fiftancc to the fuprcmacy of th^e Parent-kingdom.

in purfuing it injudiciously and too far, they

adually difeover the expediency, and even necd-

fity of that fupremacy, of which they fo loudly

complain. The Parliament of Great- Britain, fjy

they, will certainly perceive, •* that an American

** revenue, if not diverted from the oftenfiWe

purpofes for which it is raifed, will actually

lighten their own burdens, in proportion as they

*' increafe ours." But is it not equitable, is it not

juft, is it not neceflary, that all the fubjedls of the

empire fhould bear, as equally as poflible, the

public burdens of the empire ? Why (hould the

Americans, who have fo largely, fo uniformly,

and fo effectually experienced the proteftion of

Government, be the- only perfons exempted from

paying their fhare of its expences ? Is it either

reafonable or fuicable to the co^imou ufage of Na-

tions,

«(

cc

I

I?
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tlons, that thofe who defert their country (hould

enjoy greater privileges than thofe that remain ?

The Americans having been fpared during the in*

fancy of their Colonies on account of their poverty,

endeavour to eftablifli into an inherent right what

was aduaily an indulgence.
J4 ; J

Though this indulgence has been a fource of

error to the more ignorant part of the Americans,

there are furely many among them, who know,

that Parliament hath been uniformly accuftomed

to extend its fupremacy over all the Colonies.

In matters of revenue, in commerce, in civil, in

all judicial regulations; and, in (hortj with regard

to the general conftitution of their government,

the Provinces ofNorth-America, till taught other-

wife by a difappointed Fadion in this Kingdom,

allowed, that the whole fabrick of their polity

might be new-modelled and reformed by the fu-

perintcnding power of Parliament. In facft, ic

has been fo new-modelled and reformed, whenever

abufes in the Adminiftration of their Government,

under their civil polity, or the general intereft of

theBritilh Empire, made it necellary for Parliament

to interpofe its authority. Inftances of this inter-

pofition, in both cafes, prefent themfch^es, in al-

ilioft every volume of the Statutes, from the Refto-

ration down to the prefent reign •, yet the Ameri-

cans falfely infinuate, that it was in the prefenc

E reign
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reign the exercifc of the authority of Parliament

(except only in the regulation of trade) firft com-

menced., i, '. •: -.ru;:- .. ' ;,.;•

A brief recital of fome of thofc inftances may

throw light on a fubjed, rendered obfcure and

perplexed by the prejudices of the ignorant, and

the arts of defigning men. To gain the ears of

the Populace, by awakening their ancient jea-

loufies, the Americans afFeft to afcribe the prefent

fyftem of meafures to principles of Toryifm,

which, they pretend, prevail in our Councils. But,

unfortunately for this part of their plan of decep-

tion, it will appear, that mod of the A6ls which

bind America in coercive regulations, were pafled

foon after the Revolution ; in the reign of the very

Prince, who brought about that great event. The

Whig Miniftcrs of King William (perceiving

that the Colonies, even then, had entertained

views of placing themfelves on a ground of inde-

pendence on Parliament) advifed their Sovereign,

and their advice now ftands on record, to purfue

meafures, which, in their confequence, fhould

effeftually fecure their thorough dependence on

the Legiflature of this Kingdom,

In confequence of the advice given by a Whig

Miniftry to a King who had mounted the throne

upon

m



[ »7 J

upon Whio principles; and alfo upon the ful-

led evidence of the frauds and abufes committed

in the Plantations, in violation of the Aft of Navi-

gation 5 the Adt of the 7th and 8 th of William III.

'* for preventing frauds, and regulating abufes, in

•* the Plantations " was pafled. By that Aft, a

power was given to theCommiffioners of the Trea-

fury and Cuftoms in England, " to tfftabliOi ports,

'* and appoint Officers, in the Plantations ; and

** thofe Officers to have the fame authority for

" vifiting Ihips and goods, and entering houfes

" and warehoufes, as was exercifed by the fame

^' Officers in England."

All penalties and forfeitures were made recover-

able in the Courts at Weftminfter, or in Courts of

Admiralty, in the Plantations ; which Courts were

then, for i\i<tfirfi time, eftablilhed throughout all

America. In any aftion or fuit concerning his

Majefty's Duties, the offence might be laid in

any precinft or divifion of the Plantations, where

the fame fhould be alledged to have been com-

mitted, at the difcretion of the Officer or Informer.

All laws, by-laws, ufages and cuftoms repugnant

to any laws of Great Britain which relate to the

Plantations, or mention the fame, are declared

" illegal, null, and void." Many other reftriftions,

E 2 too
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too tedious to be mentioned, were at the famo

time enadted and impofed. ; ^?.i

111

But it was not In matters of Trade only, that

Parliament, during the reign of King William,

fuperintended and controuled the Colonies. The

Coloniits, it was found, had encouraged Pirates,

in various places ; and no juftice could be obtained

in THEIR Courts againft offenders, whom they

openly abetted. To remedy this fliameful abufe,

a remarkable A61 was pafled, in the nth and 12th

of William III. This A6t abolilhed all jurifdidion

in that cafe, in the Courts in the Plantations. The

SOLE power of trying fuch offences, in theCoIonies,

was vefted in CommifTioners, appointed under the

Great Seal of England, or Seal of the Admiralty,

accordiiig to the courfe of the Admiralty, that is

to fay, WITHOUT JURY. The CommifTioners were

alfo impowered to iffue warrants, in any of the

Colonies, for arrefting fuch Pirates or their ac

cefTarics. They might, at difcretion, either try

the criminals in America, or fend them to Eng-

land to be tried. Should the Governors of any

Charter or Proprietary Government refufe to affift

the CommifTioners ; fhould any perfon in authority,

jn the Colonies, refufe to pay obedience to the Aft
5^

:

' fucl^
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fuch refufal, in either cafe, was declared to be 9,

forfeiture of the Charter. :

An Ad: pafled in the loth and nth year of the

fame reign, confines the advantage of the Fiihery

of Newfoundland to Britifti fhips fitted out from

Great-Britain. The execution of the orders and

regulations refpeding that Fiihery, was placed in the

hands of the Admirals, in the refpedlive harbours;

that is to fay, in the hands of the Mafter of the fliip

that Ihould firft arrive from Great-Britain. The

decifion in all queftions of civil fuit is vcfted in fuch

Admirals, with appeal to the Commander of the

King's (hips. All criminal offences are to be tried,

in any Gounty of England, by the King's Com-

miflioalrs of Oyer and Terminer and Goal deli-

very.

The opinions of this Nation concerning the

Government of the Colonies, may be coUeded

from the above Ads. The authority of Parliament

to bind America, in all cafes whatfoever, and when-

ever the general interefl: of the whole Empire re-

quired it, was never difputed •, and it was often

exerted to correfl abufes, and to fupprels the ideas

pf independence, which began, even then, to be

cheriQied
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cheriflied by the Colonies. The fame principles,

and the fame policy, were carried down by Parlia-

ment through the three fucceeding reigns of

Queen Anne^ and of George I. and George II.

Early in the firft of thofe reigns, the grofleft

abufes were committed by the petty LegiQatures

in the Colonies, with refped to Coin. The

interpofition of Parliament became necelTary to

corred thofe abufes. An Aft was pafTed in the 6th

ofQueen Anne, for that purpofe j when the Coun-

cils of that Princefs were guided by Whigs. By

this Aft the rates of Foreign Coin, in the Planta-

tions, were afcertained ; and a fevere punifliment

was inflifted on thofe who fliould take them at

higher rates. The American Trade was placed in

the fame reign under further reftriftions, by Aft

of Parliament. Rice and Molafles were added to

the lift of enumerated commodities. In the reign

of George I. Furrs and Copper-ore of the Plan-

tations were fubjefted to the fame reftriftions.

The Britifti Parliament confined not to Afts

their fenfe of the undoubted right they poflefled

of controuling the Colonies, in all cafes whatfoever.

In the Journals of both Houfes, there are many

Proceedings which furnifti proofs of their unde-

viating
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viating adherence to the fame principles. In the

year 1702, a Bill was brought into the Houfe of

Commons, for abolilhing all the Charter and Pro-

prietary Governments in America, and reuniting

them to the Crown. In 1 705, the Houfe of Lords

came to feveral Refolutions on the fubjedl of laws

enafted in feveral of thofe Governments. They

declared thofe laws to be repugnant to the

laws of England, and deftrudtive to the Conftitu-

tion. This proceeding was likewife followed by

a Bill for abolifliing thofe Charters.

Thefe Bills, it mull be confefled, were not car-

ried into laws. But they did not fail, through any

doubt entertained by the Legiflature againft their

propriety. They were loft through a change in

the fituation of thofe, who brought forward the

meafure. That the opinion of the Legiflature

continued the fame on this fubjed, is evident ; as

the fame propofition was again taken up in the

year 1716 ; when a Whig Miniftry governed the

Kingdom.

In the reign of George II. the inftances of the

controuling authority of Parliament over the Co-

lonies, are more numerous and ftriking. By an

Aft of the 2d ofGeorge II. Chap. 35. fevere pro-

hibitions
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hibitions and penalties arcimpofed and inflidted oft

fuch pcrfons as (hall cut and deftroy whole Pine-

trees. Though fuch trees are growing within the

limits of aTownlhip, the penalties are direded to

be fued for and recovered in the Courts of Admi-

ralty. The Merchants of Great-Britain having, in

the 5th of the fame reign, preferred a Petition to

Parliament, complaining of the difficulties they

met with in the recovery of debts in the Planta*

tions -, an Ad was pafTed, which fubjefbed all real

Eftates in the Colonies to juft debts and demands

;

and to be affets, in the fame manner as in England,

for the fatisfadlion of debts due by Bond. The ex-

portation of Hats from any of the Colonies, and

even the conveyance of them by land from one

Colony to another, is prohibited, under fevere

penalties, by an A6t pafled in the fame Scffion.

In the year 1733 the Province of Maflachufett's-

Bay prefented a Petition to the Houfe of Com-

mons, praying that they might be heard by Coun-

fel on the fubjed of Grievances. The chief of

thefe was, " That the Crown had reftrained their

" Governour, by inftru(5lions, in certain cafes re-

" lative to the iffue and difpofal of Public Moneys
" and the emiffion of Paper-Bills of Credit.'* The

Commons, having confidered the matter, came to a

.r:;r RefoUuion,
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That the Ad paficd in the 6th of Queen Anne,

** afcertainingche rates of Foreign Coin in America,

•* had not been duly obferved. That many indi-

** reft praftices, in that refpeft, had been introduced,

" contrary to the true intent of the Aft. That an

" Addrefs fliould be prcfcnttd to his Majefly to

" require the Governors of his Colonies to take

*' efFeftual meafures for the ftrift obfervance of

<* the Aft of the 6th of Queen Anne. That

" another Addrefs Ihould be prefented, requeft-

' ing his Majcfty toilTue his Royal Proclamation,

*' to fettle and afcertain the rates of Foreign Gold

" Coins. Th{>t the CREATING and iffuing Bills of

*' Credit, in the Britifh Colonies, by virtue of Afts

*' of AfTcmbly, had fruftrated the defign of the

" Aft of the 6th of Qiieen Anne. That an

*' humble Addrefs of Thanks (hould be prefented

" to his Majefty, for the orders he has already

'* given on that head •, and. That he Ihould alfo

" be requerted to require and command the Go-

^* vernors of the refpeftive Provinces,, not to give

" their affv^nt to any Aft, whereby Bills of Credit

?* might be iffued in lieu of Money."

•' Thefe fpirited Refolutions of the Commons

checked, for fome time, theabufes in the emifiion

'' .and
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and circulation of Paper-Money. The Nev/-

England Governments, however, did not continue

long to pay any regard to royal Inftrudions,

though lopported and enforced by the authority

of the Houfe of Commons. The frauds conmiitted

awakened again the attention of Parliament. In

the 24th of George II. an Adt was pafled, " to

" regulate and reftrain Paper-bills of Credit in the

" Four New-England Governments." The Go-

verrjors of thofe Colonies were prohibited, under

pain of being removed from their Governments

and for ever rendered incapable of any public office

or place of truft, from afienting to any Ad, Order, '

or Vote, for the ifiue of any Paper-bills of Credit

;

and all fuch A6ts, Orders, or Votes, were declared

to be, ipfo fa£fo^ null and void.

In the year 1741 the Colonies took up the ide^

of a Land-bank, which had proved fo unkicccfs-

ful in England in the reign of King WillianT.

The " American AfTemblics," it appeared to

Parliament, ** had presumed to publifh a fcheme

** foi- fupplying a pretended want of a medium in

" trade, for fetting up a Bank on land fecurity,

" and to folicit fubfcriptions." To corredt this

evil, an Aft was pafied, in the 14th of George II.

f 2 (t
to
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" to reftrain and prevent fiich unwarrantabfe prac*

*' tices i and to extend to America, the penalties

** infiie^cd by a Statute of the 5th of George I. on

" perfons guilty of fuch pradlices in thefe king-

" doms." They were alfo fubjedled, by the fame

Ad, to the penalty and forfeiture ordained by

the Statute of provifion and premunire of the

1 6th of Richard the Second, i^'r. : iv-s; vv,i,- :
'

Ir

There are feveral other Statutes by which Par-

liament with equal force alTerc their authority over

the Colonies. In fome of thefe they carry this

authority beyond the limits, with which they have

hitherto circumfcribed it in this Kingdom. In

the 29th of George IL cap. 35. Officers of the

Army are empowered to enlift, in the Colonies, ap-

prentices and indented fervants. The perfons fo

enlifted were exempted from arrefts in civil adions,

where the value of the adion exceeds not ten

pounds. To thefe (Iriking inftances of the con-

trou'.ing power of Parliament over the Colonies,

may be added tlue Ad of 23d ofGeorge II. cap. 29,

By that Ad, " every perfon ereding or working

** any mill or other engine for flitting or rolling

" iron, or any plating forge or furnace for making

" fteel, is fubjeded to a penalty of 200I. to be

*• recovered in any of the Courts in Weftminftcr-

« Hall,
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Hall, or in the Court of E::chequer in Scot-

land." ., , . ., , , ,

i-A

The foregoing recital of Statutes binding the

Colonies, prior to the prefent reign, of which the

Congrefs fo much complain, is fufficient to con-

vince the difpaffionate, that the controuling power

of Parliament has beer perpetually exerted, and

never difputed. There is hardly any objed: of

LegiQation in which the kws of this Country have

not bound America. Taxation has been purpofely

omitted in the above detail. That article, as the

great objedt of conteft, ought to be feparately

ftated. I (hall, therefore, throw into one point

of view, all the inftances of the exercife of the

{X)wer of the Britifh Parliament in that caie.

.. The firft inftaiice of Taxation is the A6t of the

12th of Charles II. for granting to the Crown

a duty of Tonnage and Poundage. This Act is in

point. It directs, that the duties abovenientioned

** fhall be payable upon commodities not only

" imported into the realm of England, but alib

*' into the dominions thereunto belonging."

The Colonies are here included in expreis words.

It is true, indeed, that the Duties of Tonnage

and
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and t'oundagc were not collected in America. The

reafon was, that the commerce of the Plantations

was (o inconfiderable, that the revenue arifingfrom

it could not pay the expence of colledkion.

But whatever mi9;ht have been the reafon for not

collefting the Duties of Tonnage and Poundage

in the Colonies, the Law was certainly underflood

to extend to America. In the year 1680, the AlTem*

bly of the Ifland of Jamaica rcfufed " to raife

'* levies for the fupport of Government." Upon

this refufal, the Lords of the Council made a Minute

" to confer with the Judges upon the queftion :

" Whether the fubfidies upon the Tonnage and

" Poundage upon goods that may by Law,

" or fhall be dire6lly carried to Jamaica, be not

*' payable, according to Law, by his Majefty's

liibjefts inhabiting that Ifland, or trading there,

by virtue cf the Ads of Tonnage and Poundage,

" or other Adts made in England ?*' Unfortunately

k does not appear, whether the conference was ever

heldi or if it was adually held, what was thereijlt.

The 25th of Charles II. cap. 7. is the next

Ad that binds America, in point of Taxation^

By that Ad: certain duties are made payable in the

Plantations, upon fugar, tobacco, cotton, wool,

indigo,

tc

«(
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indigo, ginger, logwood, fuftic, and other dying

woods, and cocoa-nuts exported to any other place,

iexcept England. Thefe Duties continue to be

paid to this day.

In the 9th of Queen Anne, an Acb was paficd,

impofing certain Duties on all prize-goods taken

in America, and imported into any of the Colonies.

Thefe Duties were as follows :
" All European

" goods (wine and brandy excepted) which h.ive

^' been ufually fent to the Plantations, are to pay

" THERE fuch Culloms, as are payable for the

•* like goods imported into the Plantations from

" Great Brirain. Other goods taken as prizes

** fhall be liable there to fuch Duties as were

M payable for the fame, by any A61 of Affembly,

^' in th*^ faid 'Plantations.*'

1 » /.fe A6ls, fubjecfling his Majefly's fub-

jc6ti HI A .iierica to Taxes impofed by the Britifh

Parliament, feveral others may be added. The

Aft of the 9th of Queen Anne, for eftablirtiing a

Poft-office. The various Ads pafled for levying

and inforcing the colledion of the duty of fix-

pence per month, out of Seamen's wages, for

fhe upport of Greenwich Hofpiral. All thefe

Aa«
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>A£ls extend to America. They bind the Colonics^

as well as the Mother-Country. Their authority

was never difputed •, and the Taxes impofed by

them have been uniformly raifed. The A6t of

the 2d of George II. cap. 7. is ftill more explicit

and decifive in the words. It requires the pay-

ment of the Duties for Greenwich Hofpital, ** by

" feamen belongi'^o; to American fbips, whether

•' employed upon u ' ',h feas, or in any port,

" harbour^ bay or crecft:, within any of the Co-

*' Jonies," . • ' •. ;. .

•
• -. ht^'^

f%

„ J

,

. ...f*' /-; -i

It appears from this detail of fads, that the

right of Parliament to bind the Colonies, in all

cafes whatfoever, is not a claim founded on mere

theory : on the contrary, that the controuling

power of the Legiflature is warranted by conftant

ufage, and uninterrupted pradice. That the De-

cbratory x\d, of which the Americans complain,

contains no new, no aflumed powers over the

Plantations ; and that there is fcarce any channel

of LegiQation, through wliich the Britifh Parlia-

ment has NOT exerted its fupremacy, in as full

and ample a manner as it has been exerted over

the inhabitants of Great-Britain ; and all this

prior to the prefent reign, in which the Congref$

place the commencement of *l Public Ruin."

-
' The
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The American Congrefs, with a partiality for

themfelves fcarcely confiftent with their deCgn of

gaining others, in the next paragraph of their De-

claration^ call the Adls, which were the conse-

•(^JENCE of the refiftancc of their conftituents, the

c A USE of their rebellion. In defcending to particu-

lars, their Hrft complaint is ftated again ft " the ex-'

tenfton of the jurifdifvion of the Courts of Admi-

ralty and Vice-Admiralty beyond their former

" limits ;" by which, they alledge, *' the fubjed

** is deprived of his inherent right of a trial by

" Jury." The Congrefs furely forget, or it is

not confiftent with their defign tb remember, that

the alterations of which they complain were

made at the requeft of their conftituents. The rea-

fons affigncd for this requeft were, that the Courts

of Admiralty eftabliftied formerly in the various

Provinces, poffeflcd fo little dignity, on account of

the dependence and poverty of the judges, that

juftice was cither facrificed to connexions, or bi-

affed by avarice. Befides that. Appeals to Great-

Britain could be feldom made, on account of the

expence and diftance. To remedy this evil, the

prefent eftabliftiment of Courts of Admiralty in

America was formed. Four great Courts of Vice-

Admiralty were ere^cd. The Judges were ren-

dered inde|)end«nt by ample Ir^aries. The line

G of

t
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of Appeal became fhort, cafy, and obvious

;

and as to trial by Jury, the whole world knows

that the Court of Admiralty in England never

admitted that mode of trial in civil cafes. ii.^.«I

The complaint of the Congrefs, with regard

to the Bill for fhutting the Port of Bofton, is ri-

diculous as well as unjuft, as the inhabitants of

that place had it in their own power to remove

the grievance. The dellruclion of the Eaft-India

Company's tea, at Bofton, is well known to have

been the deliberate a6t of a very great T-^ajority

of the inhabitants. To obtain reparatic ' by the

common courfe of law was impoflible, where the

number of the offenders fcreened them effedu-

ally from juftice. It was a public crime, and the

puniihment ought to have been general. In pur-

fuance of that plan of tendernefs, which has been

futally loft on the Americans, the Bill for fuf-

pencjing the trade of Bofton was rendered condi-

tional. A door was left open for an immediate

reconciliation, fhould the Aflembly of Maflachu-

fet*s-Bay make a public grant, for repairing the

damage fuftained, by a Company of iVIerchants,

through a public outrage. Yet the Congrefs

ftigmatize with the name of injuftice, a coer-

cive ftatute rendered abfolutely neceflary by

the
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the (hamelefs depredations of the inhabitants of

Bofton 1 and which ftatute, they themfelves had

it in their power to terminate, in an inftant, by

doing an adt of common juftice. \ ,

With equal effrontery, and with ftill lefs reafon,

theCongrefs exclaim againft the alteration made in

the form of the government of Bofton. With their

ufual fallacy in argument, the Americans wifh to

eftablifh it as a maxim in polity. That Charters

granted by the crown, can neither be reverfed or

altered by the legislature. They might as

well go at once to the whole fupremacy ; and favc

themfelves the trouble of thus fupporting a caufe

untenable on any other grounds. The three

branches of the Legiflature united make daily al-

terations in the Conftitution of Great Britain -, and,

if their Supremacy extends over the whole empire,

they have the fame right to alter the conftitution

of the American Colonies. If the Americans

deny this pofition, all argument is at an end \

and they avow an independence, which, in their

circumftances, marks them out for enemies.

After all, this alteration of which the Congrels

affcft to complain, is no more than putting the

inhabitants of Maflachufet's-Bay on the brhe

footing with tlie other Colonies. They have re-

ceived in miniature the counter-part of the con-

r, G 2 ftitution
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ftitutic . 0/ *-^t Mother-Kingdom ; and have THtr

a ri^, ., or »,in theV wtlh to be more free than

the freefl nation in the world P

II

The A6t for regulating the Government of

Qiiebec, furniihes the Congrefs with an ample

field for declamation. To inveigh againft Po-

pery and Arbitrary Power has been ever a fa-,

vourite topic with men, who wilh to profit by

the prejiidices of the people. Had the Congrefs

attended to the general principles of the Britifh

Conftitution, they might have informed them-

felves, that His Majefty, without the inter-

pofition of the two other branches of the Legif-

lature, might have permitted the inhabitants of

Canada to remain for ever under French laws;

There is no maxim in the Law of England more

generally known or lefs controverted than, That

in conquered or ceded countries, which have al-*

ready laws of their own, fuch laws remain in full

force, till they are altered and changed by the

Sovereign. Had His Majefty, therefore, enter-;

tained fuch defigns, as the Congrefs obliquely

lay to his charge, why fliould he call in the aid

©f the LegiQature to execute what was already

done bv the Common Law ? The Congrefs will

pot. iiirely, afRrm, that the fyftem of govern-

tiaem: cftablifhed by jthe Legiflature in Quebec,

.' t « « ^ w 4 M
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is fo arbitrary in itfelf, or fo 6c for the purpofci

of defpotifm, as the Conftitution which fubfift-

cd in that Province under the French. Ought

they not to confider, that no other form of

government could have been eftablilhcd, fo

fuitable to the difpofition of the inhabitants, the

tenures of their property, and the toleration of

their religion, to all which they had an undoubt-

ed right, by the terms of their Capitulation and

jthe articles of the fubfequcnt Treaty of Peace ?

The Oppofition at home, as well as the Patriots

ABROAD, have found an extenfive fubjefl for pa-

thetic eloquence, in the form of Government now

eflabliihed by Law in Canada. The former, have

cither very treacherous memories, or they change

without any ceremony their opinions with their

fituation. Under the adminiftration of the Earl

of Chatham, Mr. Morgan, Lord Shelburne's

Secretary, was fent privately to America, as

Commifiioner, to fettle and regulate a new code

for the Government of Quebec. The Governor

and Chief Juftice of that Province, if I am not

miftakcn, were joined with Morgan in this secret,

but important com miflion. The meafure, it is faid,

was confidered by the Board of Trade; it was

certainly debated, if not adopted by the Cabinet,'

.':
• "as

it

I
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as far back as the year 1767, during ilie plenitude

of the Earl ofChatham's power. Lord Camden was

Chancellor, and gave his fandion to regulations

MORE ALLIED TO DESPOTISM than thotc he repro-

bates at prefent. The Duke of Grahon, the Earl of

Shelburne, General Conway, and fcveral others of

*' that illurtrious Band,'*onwhore virtues the Ame-

ricans expatiatewiih rapture, approved this popish,

AR BIT RARY,TV RAN NIC A Lfyftem ofGovernment*:

yet all thefe are, now, true Amerit^ins, ftrenuous

Proteftants,Whigs of the ancient mould, determintd

aflertors of public freedom, avowed enemies to

OPPRESSION, POPERY, and ARBITRARY POWER !

The Congrefs enumerate, among their com-

plaints againfl: the Britilh Legiflature, the Refo-

lution of Parliament to give its due force to an

unrepealed ftatutepaffed in thetime ofHenry VJII.

It is declared in the Refolution, that upon this

ftatute, treafons and mifprifions of treafon com-

mitted in any of his Majefty's dominions beyond

fea, fubjeft to the Crown of Great-Britain, may

be tried in England. Though this Refolution is

confidered by the Congrefs as a part of the ideal

IT

* Lord Rockiagham had the ifient of fending a Pcj>ijl- Bifhop
to Quebec. r

fvftem
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fyftem of enflavcment, with which they charge

the King and Parliament, it contains no novelty,

no uncommon ftretch of law. A thoufand in-

ftcinces of the fame kind are upon record, long

before the prefent difputes with America began.

One inftance is extremely remarkable ; I mean,

the tranfadions in the Cafe of the Infurreiflion in

Antigua, inthryear 171 1. All the proceedings were

founded on the A6t of Henry VIII. Some of the

Infurgents were fent to England ; they were tried

upon that Statute ; and that circumftance has ef-

tabliflied a precedent which cannot be controverted.

I3ut had even a new law of this kind been made,

what reafon could the American Congrefs have

to complain ? Have not the prejudices, infur-

reftions, and even rebellion of their own country-

men totally interrupted the common courfe of

jullice over all the vaft Continent which they in-

habit i
and (hall the generality of the crime be ad-

mitted a competent excufe againft punifhment ?

From condemning the A6ls of the Legiflaturc,

the Congrefs pafs to complaints againft their So-

vereign, as well as his principal fervants. They

alledge, that the ** Americans have incelTantly

and inefFedtually befieged the Throne for ten

years •," yet conceal the reafon, which was.

That

i(

4(
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That their demands, rather than requefts, were fuch

as the Sovereign could not grant, confiftent with

the powers vcfted in him by the ^onftitution.

They complain, that fleets and armies have been

fent to their country, to enforce the coercive lawi

enafted by the Legiflaturc, for the eftablifli-

ment of its fuprcmacy; yet they pafs over in

filence the outrages committed by themfelves,

which rendered that m'' .lurc neceflary. Did they

not draw the fword with one hand, when the other

was ftretched forth with petitions for relief from

pretended grievances ? Did they not purchafe

arms, ammunition, and artillery, form maga-

zines, enlift foldiers, and prepare, in every re-

fpeft, for rebellion and war, when they affcdlcd

to fpeak the language of fubmiflion and peace ?

;3;

I

All thefe are fadls that cannot be controverted.

The Congrefs know the truth, but purfue their

plan of deception. " They hoped in vain," they

fay, " for moderation in their enemies" j yet their

own condud has been one continued ferics of

violence, oppreflion, and injuftice. Having dif-

claimed their allegiance to the Sovereign, dif-

obeyed the afts of the Legiflature, deftroyed the

property, and infulted the perfons of the fervants

of the State, aflumed the functions of fovcreignty,

and rufhed into a(5tual rebellion -, they complain
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of a want of moderation in Government, for ex-

erting the power veiled in it by the Conftitution,

for reilonng tranquillity, enforcing legal fubmifTion

to the laws of the State, and for protefting the

injured and punilhing the guilty.

Throughout the whole of their ftrange Decla-

ration, the American Congrefs appear to adapt

their reafonings to the weaknefs of the prejudiced,

and their fads to the credulity of the ignorant.

They affirm, that they have uniformly endea-

voured to procure an accommodation wit'' the

Mother-Country
; yet they reprobate the Refolu-

tion of the Commons, on the 20th of February,

which opened a fair channel for agreement. They

call the Refolution " an ihfidious manoeuvre, cal-

*' culated to divide the Americans, and to efta-

*' blifli a perpetual auction of taxation, where

«« Colony fliould bid againft Colony, all of them
,

'* uninformed what ranfom ihould redeem their

" lives i and thus to extort from them, at the

" point of the bayonet, the unknown fums that

' ftiould be fufficient to gratify, if pofllble to

" gratify minifterial rapacity, with the miferable

** indulgence left them of raifing, in their own

" mode, the prefcribed tribute." We may learn,

from this tedious and involved fentence, how much

M the
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the Congrefs have profited by the fpeeches of Pa-

triotifni in the Britilh Parliament. A noted

Orator, who has been fafpedted of having penned

the DECLARATORY BILL, (which, the Congrefs

alledge, contains the whole niais of American

grievances,) ufed almofl the fame words in the

Houfe of Commons, on the day the Kcfolution

came under debate. But former demerits have

been forgot, in what the American Demagogues

foolilhly conftrue into prefent fervices. . .:.'.•.:

To (hew the nature of the Propofnion which the

Congrefs ftigmarize with the name of an " in-

** fidious manoeuvre," fonie previous fads mull

be explained. On the fecond of February, a

Motion was made in the Houfc of Commons, for

an Addrefs to his iViajefty, which was foon afr/.r

prefented, with the concurrence of the Lords.

In this Addrefs, the two Houfes having ftated

fomefafts, were induced to declare, that a rebelHon

aduallyexifted at that time in the Province of Maf-

fachuia'sbay: Thut this condud was tne more in-

excuiable, when it was confidered witli how m.uch

temper his Majefty ?ind the two Houfes of Parlia-

ment had avfled, in fupport of the Laws and Con-

lliiution of Great-Britain : That they were refolvcd

never ib far to c'efert tlie trufl repofed in them, as

to reiinquifli an^' part a/ the Sovereign Au-

thority
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THORiTY over ALL hts Majesty's DaMTNioNSj

which the law invelled in his Majefty and the two

Houfes of Parliament ; That the condud of the

Americans was fufficient to convince them of the

neceflity of this fupremacy and power : That,

however, they had always been, and always fhould

be ready to pay attentioii and regard to any real

grievances, which fhould be laii before them in

a 1 jtiful and CONSTITUTIONAL manner : That

they requefted his Majefty to take the moft effec-

tual meafures to enforce due obedience to the

laws and authority of the Suprerfie Legiflature

:

And that they were refolved, at the hazard of their

livr.s and fortunes, to fupport his Majefty againft

a)i rebellious attempts, in the maintenance of the

juft rights of his Majefty and the two Houfes of

Parliament.

in this Addrefs the two Houfes of Parliament,

wh'Ie they held forth the Sword in one hand, evi-

dently tendered the Olive-branch with the other.

The Americans themfelves were made the ar-

biters of their own fate. The choice of war or

peace was lift in their own hands. But as the offer

of Parliament to liften to the real grievances of

the Colonilts was deemed too general to form a

foun'^itionfor an agreement between them and the

Mother-country, the Minifter, wifhing to con-

H 2 ciliatc
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ciliate matters with America, even contrary to

the opinion of many Friends to this Country, laid

before the Houfe of Commons fome explicit

PROPOSITIONS, which might anfwer that end. Ac-

cordingly, on the twentieth of February, the fol-

lowing Prcpofitions were introduced to a Com-

mittee of the whole Houfe, by the Chancellor of

the Exchequer :
" That it is the opinion of this

" Committee, that when the Governor, Council,

" and AfT-mbly, or General Court of his Majefty's

" Provinces or Colonies (hall propofc to make pro-

" vifion according to their refpeftive conditions,

" ci.cumftances, and fituations, for contributing

** their proportion to the common defence ; fuch

*' proportion to be raifcd under the authorities of

" the General Court, or General Aflembly of fuch

" Province or Colony, and difpofable by Parlia-

" ment -, and fhall engage to make provifion alfo

•' for the fupport of the Civil Governmcot, and

*' the adminiftration of juftice in fuch Province

** or Colony ; it will be proper, if fuch propofal

'* (hail be approved by his Majefty in Parliament,

*' and for fo long as fuch provifion fhall be made
*' accordingly, to forbear in refped of fuch Pro-

" vince, or C '*^ny, to levy any duties, tax, or

*' aiTefTment, ,1 to impofe any further duty, tax,

** or afleffinent, except only fuch duties as it may
*' be expedient to impofe for the regulation of

^-r,.Aj . ,

** Commerce i
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'* Commerce ; the nett produce of the duties lad

" mentioned, to be carried to the account of fuch

Province, Colony, or Plantation refpcdlively.'
C( »

This Refolution, which was carried by a great

majority, plainly marked the ground for a nego-

tiation, and an equitable agreement with the Co-

lonies. It was moderate, comprehenfive, and

explicit. It named the pcrfons from whom the

propofals muft come, and thofe to whom they were

to be made. The end and purpofe of the Con-

tribution were explained. The appropriation of

the expelled revenue was fpecified, and precluded

every fufpicion of its being mifapplied. Though

the offer was conditional, it was plainly conclu-

five, as long as the Americans themfe^ s (hould

adhere to the agreement. They had it in their

power to tax themfelves, the great point for which

they profeffed to contend ; and the only right re-

ferved by the Legiflature was to determine the

QUANTUM of the fupply ; snd they alone can de-

termine it, as being the fupreme power, who arc

the fole judges of what is neceflary to fupport the

State. The Propofition, upon the whole, was at

LEAST as favourable to the pretenfions of the

Americans, as to theclaims of the Mother-Country.

The former, therefore, muft have accepted the

propofal.
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propofal, had what they held forth to the Pubh'c

formed the real principles of their oppofition.

I

The Minority in Parliament, vho deemed no-

thing fo fatal to their own views, as an agreement

with the Americans, upon equitable, and confe-

quently permanent terms, oppofed this Propofi-

tion as infidious in its nature, and for that pur-

pofc rendered obfcure and perplexed in its lan-

guage. The American Demagogues, whofe in-

fiuence can only exift in the midlt of anarchy and

confufion, oppofed it with fimilar views. The

latter, indeed, have approved fo much of the

SENTIMENTS, or rather professions of the former,

that they have, in their Declaration, echoed back

their very words in Parliament. The argument

before went only to the claim of tne Americans

to be permitted, in their AfTcmblies, to fettle the

mode of Taxation. They then demanded an ex-

clufive privilege of fixing the amount or quan-

tum of the fupply •, and now they will give no

. fupply at all. But if neither the mode nor the

QUANTUM is to bc left in the power of Parliament,

what power has Parliament left, with regard to

the taxing of the Americans ? Ought the British

Legislature to lay humbly the wants of the

Public before the petty Legislatures of

America,



,> ill

[ 55 J

America, and requeft their aid for the general

fupport of Government ? What would this be, but

the total emancipation of the Colonies from that

fupremacy for which we contend ?

The Americans, formerly, declared themfelves

willing to contribute to the exigences and expences

of the State, provided the demand fhould come by

requiPinion from the King, and not by an imme-

diate exertion of Parliamentary authority. This

offer his Majtfty declined, wiih 'that patriotifm

which has uniformly marked 4ii's own meafures,

during his reign. Anxious for tht happinefs of

ALL his fubje6ls, he chofe 'to be'the Monarch of

ONE great and free nation, -rathe'r than the Sove-

reign ofa number of petty St^tts, weakened by their

own difunion. Had his Majefty been aftuated by

thofe motives of ambition, which are not uncom-

mon amonp; r'rinces,'he would have eagerly clofed

with the offers of the Americans. Inflead rf mak-

ing himfelf dependent, for the maintenance of his

dignity, upon the grants of one Affembly,he might

have extricated himfelf from even the fear of pe-

cuniary difHculties, by a proper management of

many Afilmblies. The Reprefcntatives ofone Pro-

vince might be gratified into the views of the

Crown, from the revenue of another ; Britifh Mem-

bers m^ght receive the wages of corruption in

America

;
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America; and American Rcprefcntatives be fcnt

for the price of their votes to this Kingdom.

m

sim

i

But fucceeding events have dcmonftrated, that the

Americans were not lincere, in any one of their

declarations, in favour of an amicable accommoda*

tion. The Propofitions voted, on the 20th of Fe-

bruary, came up to theirown former demands ; yet

they evaded them, by treating them as infidious.

The truth is, they knew their own demerits to-

wards this Country, and they could not believe,

that propofals fo highly favourable could have

been, on her part, fincere. One good, however,

has refuked from the Propofitions. The Colonies,

by rejecting them, have left no doubt remaining

concerning their real intentions. They confine no

longer their claims to the exclufive privilege of

taxing themielves. They aim, evidently, at a

total independence in all matters whatfoeveri

and more particularly with regard to the Afl of

Navigation. They have long made fecret but moft

dangerous encroachments on this palladium of

our Commerce. They now publickly avow their

refolution to pay no regard to any Parliamentary

reftri(flions, whether ancient or recent, on their

Commerce. They now openly trade all over Eu-

rope
i and the obtaining the privilege, which they

have, at length, ufurped, has been the primary

caufe
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caufe of their refiftancc to Parliament. The
manufadurers and merchants of this Country

have been long no ftrangers to this American po-

licy i yet the Congrefs have the effrontery to ex-

peft, that the mercantile intereft of Great Britain

will efpoufe their caufe. . , .• ' .

I . *. , . /.,
, r

The American Congrefs, having in a loole,

curibry, and fuperficial manner, advanced fome

pretended arguments to juftify their rebellion*

defcend to the mifreprefentation of fa£ts, with the

fame defign. They affirm, " That General Gage,

" who had occupied Bofton as a garrifon, fent out

" a large detachment of his army, on the 19th

** of April, who made an unprovoked aflault on

" the inhabitants of the Province of Bofton, at

** Lexington." On this allegation of the Con-

grefs, it may be remarked, that the rebellious

conduit of the Town of Bofton, where all the au-

thority of legal government had been long extin-

guilhed by the tyranny of a rabble inftigated by

fa6tious leaders, had rendered a force neceffary in

that place, to reftore order and tranquillity, to

protedt the innocent, and to reftrain the excefles of

the turbulent and guilty. That the military pre-

parations made in all parts of the Province, and

efpecially at the Town of Concord, with the

avowed intention of oppofing all legal authority,

I induced

m
m

I
til

tin
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induced and even forced General Gage (though

fatally too larej to fend out a detachment of the

troops under his command, to prevent hoftilities,

by feizing the means of carrying them on. That

fome of the Inhabitants of the Province, in " war-

" like array," flood in the way of this detach-

ment, with arms in their hands ; and that when or-

dered to remove in a peaceable manner, they

made " an unprovoked alTault" on his Majcfty's

troops, by firing first upon them, and killing

fbme, and wounding many. .

The audacity of the Congrefs, in afferting

FALSEHOODS, demands a brief detail of the truth.

General Gage, having been informed, that arms,

ammunition, cannon, and other implements of

war, had been collefled in the town of Concord,

ordered a detachment of the Army to march with

all poflible fecrecy to that place. He gave

orders to the detachment, to obferve the moft

ftrift difcipline, and to relent no infults offered

them by the country people, except adlual hof-

tilities. The General's orders were, in truth, too

implicitly obferved. There was not one loaded

MusQUET in the whole detachment, except thofc

in the hands of fifty Marines, who formed the

van, when they were fired upon, by the country

people, at Lexington. The affidavits of the

' rebels,
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rebels, on this fubjedt, are impofitions and perjuries.

There is not a man, whether officer or foldier, in

the whole detachment, confiding of 800 men,

but is ready, in the mod folemn manner, to

atteil; the truth of this fatft.

;x».l r-M^^'S
;.ip^..

It were to be wilhed, for the honour of the

infurgents, that their barbarous cruelty to

the wounded foldiers, were more problematical

than their firing first on the King's troops. The

foldiers who fell by the firft fire of the rebels, were

found fcalped, "when the detachment returned

from Concord to Lexington Bridge. Two fol-

diers who lay wounded on the field, and had been

fcalped by the favage Provincials, were ftill breath-

ing. They appeared, by the traces of blood, to

have rolled in the agonies of this «iOrrid fpecies of

death, feveral yards from the place where they

had been fcalped. Near thefe unfortunate men,

another dreadful objeft prefented itfelf. A fol-

dier who had been (lightly wounded, appeared

with his eyes torn out of their fockets, by the bar-

barous mode of googing, a word and practice pe-

culiar to the Americans. Humanity forbids us

to dwell longer on this fcene of horror. The

rebels, to break the force of accufation, began to

recriminate. T^ey laid feveral inftances of wanton

cruelty to the charge of the troops •, yet nothing is

•,^r 1 2 better
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better afcertained, than that not one of the foldiers

ever quitted the road, either upon their march or

return from Concord,
:irV *'

The Congrefs ftigmatize the expedition to Lex-

ington and Concord, with the epithets " of an un-

*' provoked and wanton aflault.'* Was the col-

le(5ling warlike implements at Concord, raifing

men throughout the Province, difciplining troops

in every diftri(5t, forming magazines, purchafing

ammunition, and preparing arms, no provocation ?

"Were not the whole Country aflfembled before they^

knew of this expedition ? And was not their be-?

ing fo completely provided with the means of re-?

pelling hoftilities, a fufHcient proof, that they had

previoufly refolved to commence them ? Could

TEN THOUSAND men, the nufnber that attacked

(though at a prudent diftance) the troops on

their retreat, have been colleded by accident, or

called together by a fudden alarm ? Are not the

Congrefs confcious to themfclves, and was not Ge-

neral Gage fufficiently apprized, that the people

of Maflachufets-Bay had determined to begin hof-

tilities, had the expedition to Concord never hap.^

pened ? The truth is, the march of the troops had

only haftened the execution of the plan of rebellion

fettled before in the fecret Councils of the Provin-

cial Congrefs. i" -
"

r.
- n

' ^^
' The
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The aflertions of the Congrcfs concerning

tranfaftions within the town of Bofton, are as

utterly devoid of truth, as their account of what

happened in Mie country. The hoftile intentions

of thofe WITHIN, were as apparent as the rebellion

of their brethren without was certain. The

great law of felf-defence mud therefore havejufti-

fled General Gage for having deprived the former

of arms, which they almoft avowedly intended

to raife againft all legal authority. After the (kir-

milh at Lexington and Concord, all fupplies from

the country were cut off from the town of Bofton.

Many of the inhabitants defired to remove, with

their cffeds. Their rcqueft was granted ; but it

was at the fame time demanded, that they (hould

deliver up their arms. This was, at firft, ap-

proved by all i but great clamours foon after fol-

lowed. Such of the inhabitants as were well af-

fefted, or pretended to be well affe^ed to Go-

vernment, alledgcd, that none but the ill-inclined

fliewed any inclination to remove •, and that when

they (hould become fafe with their effects, the

town would be fet on fire. A great demur having

alfo arifen about the meaning of the word effects,

whether merchandise was included; and the

General being likewife fenfiblc, that the per-

mitting articles of that kind to be carried to the

rebels, might ftrcngthen them in their refiftance

;

Imp
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he retained the goods. But they are ftill fafeJy

kept for the owners, Ihould they cither continue

faithful, or feize his Majefty's mercy, and return

to their duty, / . . ,. , ,i

I

hi'}

h

t
1^

The next paragraph of the Declaration, as it is

not fupported by truth, is addrefled to the paf-

fions. The Congrefs complain, with an attempt

at the pathos, *' of the feparation of wives from

** their hufbands, children from their parents, and

*» the aged and fick from their relations and

" friends.'* But is it not notorious to the whole

world, that this separation, which the Con-,

grefs affcft to lament, was the neceflary confe-

quence of tlie rebellion of their countrymen .? Did

they not furround the town of Bofton, with an

armed force, with the avo.vc:^ intention of deftroy-

ing his Majefty's forces. Generals, and Cjovernor?

And were the gates to be left open *' to let ruin

'* enter," as one of their own writers ex-

preflcs himfelf ? Have the people of Bofton fuf-

fered more hardlhips than the inhabitants of be-

fieged towns ufually fuffer r Have they not even

fuffered fewer reftraints than men in their fituation

had reafon to expeifl ? Was not Dr. Warren, the

Chairman of the Provincial Congrefs, a notorious

abettor of the infurredion, a nominal General in a,

rebel army, permitted to come into Bofton, under

pretence
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pretence of vifuing a fick friend, on the day pre-

ceding the adlion on FunkerVhill, where he was

killed i<i arms againft his King andCountry ? Is this

a mark of thofe cruel reftraints, thofe melancholy

feparations, of which the Congrefs complain ? But

THEIR bufmefs is to engage the pafiions, where

they can make no imprcflion with their arguments.

',:iv:> tJ'-' :

In the next paragraph of their Declaration, the

Congrefs, with their ufual want of impartiality

and fairnefs, mention the consequences of their

own rebellion, as the caufe of their taking up

arms. They obferve, that General Gage iffued a

Proclamation, " declaring all the inhabitants of

*' Maffachufets-Bay rebels, fufpending the courfe

*' of the Common Law, and publilhing inftead

" thereof the ufe and exercife of theLaw Martial."

But, did he declare them rebels till they had at-

tacked his Majefty*s troops, feized his. forts and

garrifons, befieged his army in the capital of the

Province, and not only interrupted the common

courfe of juftice, but even totally annihilated all

legal authority ? It is with peculiar effrontery, that

the Congrefs number the fufpenfion of the common

courfe of juftice among their grievances, after all

law and order had been trodden under foot by

their own countrymen.

With
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With the fame degree of arrogant folly the

Congrefs complain, that " their countrymen were

" killed on Bunker't-hill, that Charles-town was

" burnt to the ground, that their fliips and velTels

" have been feized, that their fupplies of prcvl-

** fions have been intercepted, that General Carle-

" ton is inftigating the Canadians and Indians

*' againft them, and that domeftic enemies are en-

*' couraged to attack them." All thefe things

may certainly have happened ; but have they not

happened in confequence of their own rebellion ?

Have tbey a right to attack others, and have

others no right to defend thcmfelves ? Do the in-

habitants of Mafiachuieis-Bay think, that as they

have broken through all the ties that bind the

fubjtct to the Sover--ign, the k— of nature and

of nations ought alfo to be fufpended to gratify

ibeir ambition, to flatter their folly, to favour

fheir extravagant fchemes of independence ? To

the above imaginary catalogue of American

gricances, may be oppoled the juft complaints of

Great-Britain. Have not the rebels carried their

hoftilitics to every corner againft the Parent-State,

that firft gave them exiftence, and reared them to

profperity ? Have they not attacked her troops at

Lexington and at Concord, fired upon Bofton,

burnt the Light-houfe, taken Ticonderago and

Crowr. Point, and even penetrated into Canada ?

And
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Atid have they not ufed every artifice to iinligate

the Savages to make war on their Sovereign and

Mother-Country ? .Almoft all thefe injuries pre-

ceded the juft exertions of this Kingdom to punilh

iheir rebellion^

The contlufioh of the Declaration, though la-

boured, contains nothing but empty declamation,

and therefore merits little notice. The lame dif-

regard to truth, or rathtr the fame attention to

riiifreprefentation, which diftinguillies the reft of

thatftrangccompofition, is carried down to the end.

They alledge, " that they are reduced to the al-

" ternative of chufing an unconditional fub-

*' minion to tyranny, or refiftance by force." The

Congrefs furely forger, or it fuits their purpofe

to pafs over in filence, the favourable (perhaps too

favourable) conditions offered to them, by the Re-

folution of the Commons, in the month of Fe-

bruary laft. The terms couched in that Relblu-

tion were fo obvioufly advantageous to America,

that the Oppofition in Parliament declared thcni

INSIDIOUS ; or, in other words, " too good to bel

•' fincere.'* An amicable fettlement had ceafed

to have been "an objed with the Demagogues

ABROAD i and it would have ruined the fchemes

of the Fadion at home. The former derived

their influence, confequence, and power, from

K anarchy
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Jinarchy and confufion. They could cxift only

in a ftorm. The reftoration of peace and tran-

quility muft have reduced tkem to their original

infignificance ; and as for the latter, rendered

defperate by difappointed ambition, they would

not hefitate to ruin their Country, to procure the

fall of their rivals.

§
m

I

Such being the ftate of opinions among the

leaders of Fadlion on both fides of the Atlantic,

" refiftance by force became naturally the choice

'* of the Congrefs." To deceive an unhappy peo-

ple, over whofc minds they had eftablilhed a tempo-

rary dominion, they boaft of" their perfedt union,

" and their great internal refources; and that

" foreign affiftance is attainable." As to the firft,

we have no reafon to give it implicit credit. The

ihew of unanimity, which now fubfifts in America,

appears, from undoubted information, to be the

cfFeft of fear, more than any love for the defpe-

rate caufe of the rebels. Men of property are,

from intereft, enemies to confufion ; and the in-

telligent, forefeeing the inevitable iflus of hoftilities

againft the invincible power of a mi^j^hty Empire,

are averfe to a contcft, that, on the fide of the

Americans, muft terminate in ruin. But both

are terrified into filence by the tyranny of a mifled

rabble •, or their still voice is drowned in the

chmouis of Fadion and tumult of Tarry.

The
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The INTERNAL RESOURCES of the Amcricans

are as problematical, as their unanimity in rebel-

lion. Confift thefe mighty rflfources in a wretched

Paper-currency, eftablifhed on no often fible fund

of credit ; and voted by an illegal Aiffembly,wholc

authority is feeble, on account of its novelty, and

tranfitory, as it arifes from temporary prejudices ?

Should force, or even folly, ftamp a domeftic

value on the pafte-loard dollars of the Congrefs,

what foreign nation will receive them for irsmanu-

fadtures and commodities ? -Are the Americans

themfelves capable of furnifhing all the great

implements neceflary for 'ihe profecution of

war ? Can they fupply their armies with tents,

with powder, with cannon, or with mufquets ?

Is any one of thefe articles manufa(^ured in a

fufBcient quantity in America? And how can they

be procured in Europe, with the wretched cur-

rency of the General Congrefs ?

m

The Colonifts, had not reafon been warped by

prejudice in every part of their condu<5t, might

have forefeen, that their commencing a war de-

prived them inftantly of the refources for carrying

it on. Their whole Coaft is lined, it is to be

hoped, at this very moment, with our Ihips of

war, to put a total ftop to their Commerce. They

have, therefore, loll at one ftroke their whole

K 2 trade

ti
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, trade in Corn anf' Rice with Spain, Portugal,

and the Mediteri - :ean i which, at a moderate

computation, brought annually One Million Five

Hundred Thoufahd Pounds to North America.

They have lolt the fupplying our own Weft-India

Iflands, as well as thole of other nations, with

provifions -, a branch of Commerce eftimated little

Jhort of a Million annually. They have loft their

Fifhery, an article too great for computation;

and they have loft the exportation to Great-Britain

of commodities which would not have anfwered in

any other market, had the fea remained open tq

yheir Navigation.

But if the Americans have little reafon to de?

pend on domestic resources, they have ftill

lefs to hope from foreign aid. Will France, in

the prefent ftate of her finances, involve herfelf in

a ruinous and expenfive war, to gratify the re-

venge of a Fadtion in this Country, or to favour

the ambition of Demagogues beyond the Atlantic ?

Will Spain give her afliftance to raife an indepen-

dent Empire in America? Will ftie encourage

her own American fubjefts to rife againft her au-

thority, by abetting the rebellion of the American

fubjeds of Great- Britain ? Can either Branch of

|:he Houfe of Bourbon be fo blind to its own in-

tereft, as to wifh to fee a Sovereign State eredled

l9
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fo near its fettlements, which from their proximity,

their produce, and their wealth, mud, in fuch a

eafe, become objefts of invafiou, depredation,

and conqpeft ? What has either France or Spain

to fear from this kingdom, whofe intereft confifts

folely in preferving what fhe has already acquired ?

But have not both every thing to fear, fhould a

new Sovereignty ftart up in America, in which a

want of refources would, in fome degree, juftify

the providing itfelf at the expence of wealthy-

neighbours ?

Having endeavoured to terrify Great-Britain

with their DOMESTIC refources and foreign aids;

the Congrefs thinking, perhaps, they had gone

too far, conclude with afiurances, that " they have

^' not YET determined to diflblve their union with

*' the Mother-Country/' But that union, it ap-

pears from the fequel, mufi: not be conflrued into

SUBORDINATION, on the part of the Americans.

The general fupremacy of the Legiflature, which

by pervading the whole Britifli Empire renders

it ONE State, mufl: not, it feems, crofs the At-

lantic, but in fuch proportions as may fuit the in-

jclinjitions of the Congrefs. ** They have taken

" up arms," as they openly avow, " againft that

f' Supremacy i" and "they will not lay them down

" till hoftilities (hall ceafe on the part of Great-

^ Britain.'* This is the Ultimatum offered by the

Concrr?Is

.
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Congrefs: Withdraw your armies, recal your

fleets, and you may have peace from the Ameri-

cans i for, as " they fight not for conqueft," they

do not YET mean to transfer hoftilities into the

heart of thefe kingdoms

!

f

The haughty Monarch who dreamt of univcrfal

monarchy in the laft century, could fcarcely have

expreffed himfclf in more infolent terms to the

petty Princes furrounding his dominions, than the

Congrefs have done to the powerful Empire to

which they owe the allegiance of fubjeds. Some

allowance ought to be made for their ignorance,

and a great deal for the petulance of men new to

confequence and authority; but, even in that

cafe, the infolence of the Declaration is calculated

to raife indignation, as well as contempt. The

Congrefs, however, are only the echoes of a def-

perate Fadion in this Kingdom, who have uni-

formly, in their public exhibitions, degraded the

ftrength, power, and authority of Great- Britain,

to exalt America on the ruins. With an effron-

tery without example in any other age or nation,

THESE MEN alTume the name of Patriots, yet lay

the honour, dignity, and reputation of their

Country under the feet of her rebellious fubjedts.

With a peculiar refinement on Parricide, they bind

the hands of the Mother, while they plant a

dagger
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dagger in thole of the Daughter, to (lab her t«

the heart ; and to finifh the horrid pi6lure,they fmile

at the mifchicf they have done, and look round to

the fpedators for applaufe.

It appears, upon the whole, that the Declara-

tion, which ought to contain all the argument in

favour of the Americans, contains, in fa<5l, no-

thing that does not militate againft their caufe.

The right of taxing all the fubjeds of the Em-

pire, for the general fupport of the State, is a

part of that Supremacy which the firft principles of

the Conftitution have veiled in the Britilh Legifla-

ture. This Supremacy has been exerted by Par-

liament, and admitted by the Americans, ever

fmce their anceftors migrated from diefe kingdoms.

If they now deny it, by that very aft they ceafe

to be fubjefts, and become rebels. But granting,

for the fake of argument, that Taxation is no part

of the fupremacy of Parliament, the very conduft

of the Americans not only juftifies, but even

renders it abfolutely neceflary, that a precedent

Ihould be made. They own, " that their internal

" refources are great.'* The inability of con-

tributing to the necefilties of a State, from whom

they have derived their origin, their fupport, their

protection, and their profperity, is no longer a

pretence i and if they will give no Revenue as

fubjedls.
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fubjcdls, they owe a debt as allies. They affe(5l

to mainiain arinics by land. They threaten to lend

fleet, to fea. They alledge, that their refources are

capable of lupporting a rebellion againlt the Mo-

ther-Country, yet theyjuftify that rebellion by

the demand made by the Mother-Country, for their

bearing a part of their own iuture expences.-

That the former expences of America have'
'

drav •> from Great-Britain an incredible treafure^

'

may be feen from the following authentic eftimate.-

We (hall begin this eftimate with the acceflion of

the Houfe of Hanover to the Throne of thefe

Kingdoms. '' -' - •>
. ^

'
•

From the year 1714 to the year t77?»

the money voted by Parliament, for the

forces employed in defence of the Co-

lonies, amounts to •
-

Grants in Parliament, for rewards, encou-

ragement, and indemuiiication to the

Americans, during the laft war -

Bounties on American commodities to the

end of 1774 - " . -

Sums granted to the Colonies, for tlie

fupport of their Civil Government and

Provincial Forces - _ _ .

Extraordinary expences for forts, garri-

fons, ordnance ftores, tranfports, car-

riages, provifions, may be ellimated

equal to the expences of the forces

Expences of fleets and naval ftations

employed and eftabliflied in America

for its defence may be eftimated at -

Annual prefents to the American Indians,

for abilaining from hoftilities againil the

Colonies, and for the ceilion of lands, -

^>779'9^S 3

i,o3i,77i II

1,609,345 3

3.835,900 7

/.

"1:

9h

9i

4^

8.779.925 3 iii

10,000,000 00 09

6 r 0,000 00 06

^4,697,142 10 10 I
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To this amazing fum might be added, by

implication, the other cxpences of the twolaft

Wars. The former of thofe wars was undertaken

for the proteftion of the American Commerce, or

rather American SMUGGLING, to the Spanilh Co-

lonies. We entered into the latter for the

defence of the Colonifts j we carried it on for their

fecurity ; and terminlated it for their sole advan-

tage. The two lad Wars have coft this Country,

at a moderate computation, one hundred and

FIFTY MILLIONS. To this extraordinary wafte

of treafurc, what have the Colonies to oppofe

to balance the account ? Is it a languid Com-

merce, which fcarcely makes its returns once in

three years ?
; ;, { , . . ,,

We have heard much (indeed, a great deal

too much) of this Commerce from fadlious men

on both fides of the Atlantic. This is the mishtv

engine which they wield over the heads of the

ignorant •, the great bug-bear with which they

terrify the timid. To cftimate the value of the

American trade with any degree of precifion, is

impoflible. The accounts kept in the Cuftom-

houfe are no authorities. When exports pay

no duty, a door is opened to falfe entries. The

L vanity
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vanity of fome Merchant?j the intcreft of others,

too frequently induce them to n^agnify, beyond

meafure, the quantity of their export trade. Bc-

fides, the mercantile abettors of American refift-

ance thought they ferved the Colonies,, whilft they

gratified their own private views. We may con-

clude, that the Commerce with North America

has been greatly over-rated, as the total loss of

it has NOT affeded this Kingdom. We ought, per-

haps, to afcribc to its insignificance what we

are taught to attribute to an increase in other

channels of trade.

Like all monopolies, the Commerce with North-

America, fuch as it has been, was much more pro-

fitable to the Merchant, than advantageous to the

Manufafturer. One-third of this commerce with any

State in Europe (from which the returns are an-

nual) would have brought equal profit to the ma-

nufi\6turer, and would have enabled him to em-

ploy an equal number of hands. Political im-

poftors will not fail to advance magnificent fidlions

on this head, and the ignorant cannot ceafe to give

them credit. On a fubjeft where proofs arc fo diffi-

cult to be ''Stained, one may hazard a conjefture.

The money expended by this Nation upon America,

for
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for the PROTECTION of HER inhabitants and the

ENcouRAOEMF.NT of HER Commcrccj would

have been more than fufficient to purchafe all the

manufadtures ever exported from Great-Britain

to the Colonies now in rebellion. I mean not to

include, in this conje(5lural cllimate, any funis ex-

pended by us in any other part of the world

during the two lad (truly American) War^.

The Americans, with a degree of folly fcarce

excufcable in the moft confummate ignorance,

claim a merit with Great-Britain, for the Revenue

arifing from impofts laid upon fome of their com-

modities, in THIS Kingdom. The chief of thefe

arc Rice and Tobacco. The Revenue arifmg

from Rice is fo infignificant, that it fcarce deferves

to be mentioned. If exported to the fouth of Cape

Finifterre, Rice pays no duty at all. The con-

fumption here and the re-exportation to the North-

ward are very inconfiderable. In like manner.

Tobacco, when reexported, pays no duty*, and

it is a matter of great doubt, whether the frauds

committed in the draw-backs may not nearly bal-

lance the oftenfible Revenue arifing to the State

from the home confumption.

L? But
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But granting, a great Revenue fliould arifc from

Rice and Tobacco to the State, what favour do

we owe to our Colonics on that head ? That Re-

venue is paid by ourselves. The Tax is on the

Confumer, and not upon the Planter. Should

Siberia fupply us with Rice and Tobacco, the

price would not probably be greater to the Con-

fumer, nor the Revenue Icfs to the State. If the

Americans claim any merit from thofe Taxes,

what do we not owe to the Emperor of China ?

The Revenue from Tea is much more confidcr-

able than that from Rice and Tobacco. A Con-

grefs at Pekin might accufe us of ingratitude on

this fubje-^l, with as much jufticc as the AfTcmbly

lately fitting at Philadelphia, > .
:

It is evident, from the above (late of fadls, that

the Colonies have no claim to an exemption from

Taxation, on account of any advantage that has

accrued to this country from their commerce. But

Taxation has now ceafed to be any part of the

difpute. It goes to the whole authority of the Mother-

Country. The Americans offer no longer the very

name of Obedience. But why fhould I fpeak of

Obedience ? This very Congress, whofe Declara-

tion is the lubjeft of this difquifition, have paflcd

a VoTi^

\ ^
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a Vote of Independence. They have long afted

as rebels, they now afFcft to contend as enemies.

Their abettors in this Kingdom are no ftrangers

to this circumftance •, yet they dignify avowed re-

bellion with the title of " .\ glorious strugglp

FOR FREEDOM.

Such is the condudl of the Americans, to which

that of Great-britain has all along formed a (Irik-

ing contraft. With the indulgence and patience of

a Parent, fhe foothed, flattered, and even court-

ed them to a reconciliation. In p-.ty to the

weaknefs, in condefcenfion to the folly, in confidera-

tion to the prejudices of a froward child, (heheldout

the olive-branch when fhe ought, perhaps, to have

ftretched forth the rod of corredlion. Her pity, her

Hindnefs, and affedion, were loft upon the Ameri-

cans. They advanced rapidly from claim to claim,

and conftrued her forbearance into timidity. Each

A£l that was repealed furnifhed a fubjed for tri-

umph, and not an objcdi: for gratitude. Each con-

ceflion became the foundation of fome new de-

mand, till, at length, by aftuming all to them-

felves by rebellion, they left the Mother-Country

pothing to beftow.

i

In
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' In this fituation of affairs, Great-Britain muft

puri'ue one of two lines of condudl, with regard to

her refrad'tory Colonics. She muft either put up

with the lofs of all her expence, and emancipate

them for ever, or reduce them to that ftate of

dependence vhich fubjeds owe to the fupreme au-

thority in every Empire. As the latter line muft

of neccffity be purfued, it ought to be purfued

with a mixture of fpirir and prudence. To be

in every refped in a condirion to force equitable

terms, is the beft fccurity for their bei-ig vo-

luntarily offered. But fhouid terms be offered

by the rebels, the Rights of this Country

muft be more regarded in the accommodation, than

the CLAIMS of America. To permit the Colonies

to GAIN by one rebellion, is to fow the feeds of

ano-.her. But if the Colonies, as communities,

arc not permitted to gain by their refra6lory

condud^, I am fav from wiftiing that individuals

lliould lofe any part of their rights as Britifh fubjeds.

To propofe a plan to the Americans, in their pre-

fent political frenzy, would be to fpeak to the

winds. To make them lefs free than the other

fubjcfls of the State, ran never be the dt^/tgn of

this Country. To obtain graler privileges, can

fcarcely
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fcarcely be their own de^git. If they are not

madly bent on independence, let them propofc

the conditions on which they wifh to continue

fubjeds. But; if they are to continue fubjedts,

they muft perform their duty as kich, and con-

tribute toward the expence of the State, for the

general protection. The Legislature of ihis King-

dom cannot poflibly depart from any part of its fu-

premacy over the Colonics j but it is in the power

of the Colonies to fhare in that fupremacy. If they

complain of being taxed without having the pri-

vilege of fending Members to Parliament, let them

be reprefented. Nviy, more : Let their reprefentation

incrcafe in proportion to the Revenue they fiiall

furnifli. If they wifh rather to vote their quota

towards the general fupply, through their own

General Courts and Aflemblies, the rcfolution of

Parliament on that fubjeil is ftill open to their

choice.

But as long as thev alTume the language of a

Sovereign State, this Kingdom can enter into no

negociation, can meet no compromife. Nations,

as well as individuals, have a charadler, a certain

dignity, which they mud preferve at the rifque of

their exiftence. Great-Britain has obeyed the

didates



i^

[ 80 ]

diflates of humanity beyond the limits prefcribed

by her reputation. To tempt .her further, is full

of peril, as her indignation begins to rife. She

has long had reafon to complain of American in-

gratitude; and Ihe will lot bear longer with

American injufticc. The dangerous refentment

of a great people is ready to burft forth. They

already begin to afk, with vehemence. Is this the

return we ought to expeft from Colonics, whom

with parental indulgence we have cherilhed

in infancy, protedted in youth, and reared to man-

hood? Have we fpent in their caufe fo much

trealure, and have they the ingratitude to refufe

to benr a fmall portion of our bu'-dens ? Have

we fpilt fo much of the blood of their enemies,

and do they repay us by imbruing their hands in

our own ? The law of God and of Nature is on

the fide of an indulgent Parent, againft an undu-

tiful Child ; and fliould neceflary correction render

him incapable of future offence, he has only his

own obftinacy and folly to blame.

if\

FINIS.
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An ACCOUNT of what SUMS have been GRANTED to the different PROVINCES
ESTIMATES for thf- SUPPORT of the CIVIL GOVERNMENT of each PRO
SUiMS have been GRANTED for the SUPPORT of the PROVINCIAL FORCE

n
%>

1716

1717
1718

1719
1720
1721

1722
J72.1

1724
1725
1720

1727
1728

1729
1730
1731
1732

»731

1734
J73S
173''-

»737
173^

•739
1740
1741
J7'12

'743

1744
'745
1746
•747
1748

17+9
J750
i:'5'

1752

'753
"754

»75i
17^6

>757

J7S8
i7?9
171 o

1761

17&2
1-63

1764
'763
1766

1767
1768

1769
'7/0
1771

1772

•773
'774

»77S

NEW-YOKK.
I'orces.

I-
7..12

7.^93
7. '4'

7.'4-
7,161

7,«4'

7»'4'

7»'4'

7,161

7.14'

7. '4'

7.161

7.14'
7»i4f

7. 14'

7,161

7,141

7.141

7,14'
7,'6i

7.i4«

7.'4«
7.'4J

7.i<3«

7.14'

7.«4'

7.1+1

7. 161

7.'4«

7,14'
7,141

7. 161

7.14'

7.14'

7, '4'

6,946
7. '4'

7. '41

7.141
7. 161

7. '4'

7. "4'

7. '4'

7.161

7,141

7.'4«

2,367

3. a,

12 O

3

(6

16

8

16

16

16

8

16

16

16

3
16

16

16

8

16

16

16

8

16

16

1

1

4
8

8

o
8

8

8

o
16 8

16

16

8

16

16

16

8

16

16

16

8

16

16

16

8

16

16

16

8

16

16

16

8

8

o
8

8

8

o
8

8

8

o
8

&

8

o
8

8

8

o
S

8

8

o
8

8

8

4
8

8

8

o
8

8

8

o

8

8

4

CAROLINA.
Not riifi'fiijuifJird wJie-

iher Ncirt;) or Soiiih.

3. '571

3.071

3>°79
3'07i

3.0?

'

3.07'

3.=79
3."7'

3.07'

3>07'
3.0-9

3,071

3.07'

3.07'

d.

6
6

'S 91:

7 6
6
6

I''

6

6

X-
6

6

GEORGIA.
Sitling and Securing.

L- d.

26,000
io,coo

20,000

8,000

20,000

4,000
10,000

4,000
2,0.0
18,128

2.957

30,000

3.557
4.057
4.057

4,057

4.^57
4,136

4,031
3.96''

3,986

3,986

3,986
3,o'''6

3,086
3,oS6

3, '86

3,0 6

3,086

3,o':6

o
o

'9

10

10

o

10

10

10

10

10

o

'i.

o
o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

o

IZjOCO o o

4,000 o o

5.304 3 4
5.304 3 4

Military,

3.079 '!

3,071 17 6

2,445

87,7H
26,406

2,445
'.,445

''445

10

2

iz

10
10

10

337.955 »3 8
4-,024 9 lOl 250.5^93 3 9I-

9f

o
2

II

o
o
o

SOUTH
CAROLINA.

5,830

5,846

5,830

S.830
5,830

5.67'

5,830
5,830

5,830

5,846

5,830

5.830

5.86 7

5.883

5,867

5,867

'.945

'7

•7

17

'7

17

17

2

«7

'7

17

'7

'7

»7

7

9

7

7
I

6
6

o
6
6
6

6

6

6
6

o
6

6

6

o

6

6

6

NOVA-SCOTIA.

Civil Governtr.tnc.

;6. '. d.

130,064 8 4! 121,104 4 6

76,255 3
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t PROVINCES in NORTH-AMERICA, as far as appears from the

T of each PROVINCE, diftinguiaiing each Year. And alfo of what

^CIAL FORCES in NORTH-AMERICA.

NOVA-SCOTIA.

Civil Governnntnt.

EAST-FLORIDA. I WESr-FLORIDA.

Civil Government. Civil Government.

76,25?
III. 510

61,493
94,bs5

58,447
40,4iii

55'720
44. '70
16,528

21, 181

17,636

io,S9S

5,86+
10,263

5.705
11,911

12,874

5.SS7

4.37?
4,239

5,796

5.3+6
5,1/j

,'46
4>3-t6

3

1.5

o

7

I

9
12

3
1

1

E2

I

'5

>4

'4
>o

II

1

>7

o

10

10

10

10

10

i^

>

«

4i
4
o
i<

7
I

1

1

5

7

9
10

9i
I 1

i I

o

5

s

s

5

5

S

bc^^zzo 17 tj

5,250

4-75°

4,750

4,750
4,750
4.350
4,95''

4,9 o

4,viO

4,950

d,

o
o

o
o
o
o
o

o

o
o
o

o

o

o

o
c

o
o

o
o
o
o
o

o

59,joc o

£• d.

5.700
5,200
5>30O

4,8co

4,100
4,800
4,«co

6,100
5,6?o

-,:-4 «3

4,8j ; o

5,4^o o

AMERICA.
Forces.

d.

Rewards and Compen-
futions.

£,. J. d.

65,607 6 8

49,4';8 5 o

235.749 2 lOi

o
o

o

o
o

o

o
6

o
o

35,744
'^,179

8

o
4
o

1 20,000 o

50,000 o

41,117 17

300,000 O

aoz,977
200,000

133.333

•33.333

o
o

6i
o
8

o
8

(4,32. 13 6 1 ,7.,,999 1.-316,511 I 5
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An ACCOUNT of MONEY Voted for the

FORCES employed in the Defence ofAMERICA
fince the ACCESSION of the FAMILY of

HANOVER; diftinguiihing each Yf.ar.

'*
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The Sums granted for the extraordinary

Expenccs of the Army, Forts, Ordnance

Stores, Tranfports, Carriages, Provi-

fions, are fo much difperfed through the

Accounts of the various Offices, that it

was found very difficult, ifnot impolTible,

to extra£l the particulars. The general

Eilimate Is --------
The fame Obfervation may be made with

regard to the Navy The Expences of

the Ships employed in North-America,

are fo much blended with the other Ex-
pences of the Navy, that it is impof-

fible to feparate them. At the mod
moderate Computation they may be

eftimated at ------
Money laid out in Indian Prefents, in hold-

ing CongrefTes, and in purchafmg cef-

fions of land, may be eftimated at -

t- 4.

8,779'925 3 >'^

10,000,000 o o

610,000 o o

jln Account of Bounties on American Commodities.

Bounty on Indico from 1749 to 1773 paid

by Great Britain - - -

Bounty on Hemp and Flax paid under the

Adl of 4 Geo. II[. ch. 26. from 1766 to

1772
Bounty on Importation of Naval Stores

from America, purfuant to the Aft of the

3d of Queen Anne, from 1706 to 1729
Under the Aft of 2d Geo. II. from 1729

10 *774

Befides other Bounties granted on

Raw Silk,

Pipe Staves

Hogfliead Staves,

Barrel Staves,

Pipe, Hogfhead, or Barrel-Heading

Total of Money laid out by Great-Britain
on the Revolted Provinces, fince the Ac-
ccfiion of the Houfe of Hanover - 34.697,142 10

J.

145,022
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ACTS cjlallijhing the SUPREMACY of PARLIAMENT
o'ver AMERICA.

T. By 12Ch.II. ch. f8, anno 1660. Tobacco not to be tranf-

poited from America, except to Engl.inJ, or Plantations be-

longing to his Majelly, under the penalty of forfeiting Ihip and
goods, &c.

2. By ijCh. II. No European goods to be imported into

any of the Plantations, except on Engli(h-buih (hips, whereof the

maftcr and three-fourths of the men are Englifli.-~Duty laid on

fea-coals fcnt to the Plantations, by the loth fedlion of faid

Aa.
By 22 and 23 Ch. II. Plantation goods not to be carried to

Ireland, and penalties inflided for unloading them, othervvife

than in England. :

%. By 25th Ch. II. The exportation of Plantation commo-
dities farther reftrai.ed.

4. By 13 and 14 Ch. II. fee. 12. Same reftraints extend

to Molafies and Rice.

By 7 and 8 Wm. lil. fee. 16. An Afl for preventing Frauds,

and regulating the Plantation-trade— Seflion 15 prohibits any
body, claiming lands by Charter or Letters-patent on the

Continent of America, from felling their property to any perfon,

otherwife than natural-born fubjcfts of England, Ireland,

Wales, and Town of Berwick upon Tweed, without the con-

fent of his Majefty, heirs, and fucceflbrs.

By 7 and 8 Wm. IJl. fee. 6. Officers of Cuftomstc have the

fame power in America, as in England.— Sec. g direfts that all

By-laws and Cuiloms in America contrary to faid Aft, or any

other A£l to be made in England, fhall be void.

8 Geo, I. ch. 15. fee. 24. Furs required to be brought

from the Plantations to Great Britain.

5 G. II. ch. 7. Lands in the Plantations made liable to

the payment of Debts.

5 G. n. ch. 22. Hats not to be exported from one Plan-

tation to another.

ACTS complained of by the AMERICANS.
"

IN Mr. G R E N \' I L L
E
's Admhiiflrat'ion.

4 G. III. ch. 34. Paper Bills in the Plantations declared

void.

UNDER the Admhiijhat'ion of L'/rd Rockingham and the

Duke c/ Grafton.

7 G. III. ch. 41. Cultoms and Duties in the Britifh Co-
lonics puc under the management of the Coramiflionsrs re-

siding there.
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UNDER the Atlmtnylration cf Lor^i Chatham atjd the

Duh of GR.AFVOi<.

7 Geo. Iir. c. 59. SiifpendinQ; all proceedings of t!)c

Council of Ntw York, till provifion be made for the Briiifh

tjoops.

8 Geo. III. ch. 22. Ad Tor mftreeafy recovery of Penalties

inflicted by the Adls relating to Trade, and the Revenues in

the Plantaiions.

ACTS 0/ PARLIAMENT /cr Impo/i>!g Taxes on

America.

12 Ch. II. ch. 4. Tonnage and Poundage extended to all

his Majedy's Dominions, without exception.

25 Ch. II. ch. 7. fee. 2. If Bonds arc not given to land

the goods imported from America, in England, &c. then

fcveral duties to be impofed, collefled under the direflion of

theOfHcers of the Cuiloms in England.

. • 9 Ann. ch. 10.—Poll-Office.

9 Ann. ch. 27. Lays a duty on Prize goods carried to

America.

3 Geo. II. ch. 28. fee. 25. The Half-Subfidy to be paid

on Rice from Carolina to Cape Finifterre—8 Geo. II. ch. 19.

The fame extended to Georgia, and continued down by fub-

fequent Afts.

6 Geo. II. ch. 13. Upon the Importation of Rum, Sugar,

and Molaffes Into America, feveral duties to be paid.

. ACTS complained of by the AMERICANS.
IN TWr. Greuv ille's Jiiminijiration.

4 Geo. III. ch. 15. Certain Rates and Duties on foreign

^oods imported into the Colonies.

5 Geo. III. Foliage of Letters.

IN the Adminijiration of Lord Chatham and the Dnke 9f
Grafton.

6 Geo. III. ch. 52. Alterations made in the Aft of the 4tli

of Geo. III.

7 Geo. III. ch. 46. Duties laid on the importation of cer-

tain goods imported into the Colonies.

UNDER Lord North'j Adminifiration.

ic Geo« III. The above Aft repealed, except as to Tea.
' A DECLA-
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.-I. a-- All-

DECLARAT ION
, BY T F t;

REPRESENTATIVES
OF T H *-

UNffED COLONIES of NORTH AMERICA,'

>t OW MET IN

GEIfERAL CONGRESS at PHILADELPHIA,

SKTTlS'v; FORTH

The CAUSES AND In ECESSJ V of thjiir taking urARMS.

IF it waj pofllble for men who tyrclff. their reafon to

believe, that the ].)ivine Aufhcn of our txiftence in-

tended a paft of the hum "i race to hold an abfolute pro-

perty in, and an unbouno 'd power over others, marked
out by his infinite goodnefs md wifdom as the objects of

a legal domination, never rightfully refiftible, howtvt ''

fevere and oppreflive ; the inhahiiants of t! < fe Colonics

might at leaftr-quire from the Parliament of Great Bri-

tain fome evidence, that this dreadful authority over

them has beer pt , ited to that body. But a reverence

for our Great CiLitor, principles of humanity, and the

dictates of con.»v. n fenfe, muft convince all thofe who
refle<^t upon the iubje«5t, that Government was inrtitut-

td to promote the welfare of mankind, and ought to be

N . administered
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adminlftereJ for the attainment of that end. The Legi-

flature < f Great Britain, however, ftimulated by an in-

ordinate paffion for a power not only unjuftifiable, but

which they know to be peculiarly reprobated by thi:

very c in(iitution of that Kingdom, and dcfperate of fuc-

cefs in any mode of conteft, where regard fhould be had

lo truth, law, or right, have at length, deferting thcfe,

attcmpre 1 to cffe<ft their cruel and impolitic purpofe of

enflavir:g thcfe Colonies by violence, and have thereby

rendered it neceflary for us to clofe with their laft ap-

peal from rcafon to arms,-— Yet, however blinded that

i\fl"embly may be, by their intemperate rage for unlimit-

ed domination, fo to flight juflice and the opinion of
mankind, we efteem ourfelves bound by obligations of
refpsdl to the reft of the world, to make known thejullice

of our caufe.

Our forefathers, inhabitants of the ifland of Great
Britain, left their native land, to feek on thefe fliores a
refidence for civil and religious freedom. At the ex-
pence of their blood, at the hazard of their fortunes,

without the Ifaft charge to the country from which they

removed, by unceafmg labour, and an unconquerable

fpirit, they elR'«5led fettlements in the diftant and inhof-

pitable wilds of America, then filled with numerous
and warlike nations of barbarians. Societies or go-
vernments, vefted with perfect legiflatures, were formed
under Charters from the Crown, and an narmonious in-

tercourle was eftablifhed between the Colonies and the

King'iom from which they derived their origin. The
mutual benefits of this un on became in a fhort tim&
<b extraordinary, as to excite aftonifhment. It is uni-

verfally conf^fTed, that the amazing incrcafe of the

wealth, flrength, and navigation of the realm arofe

from this fourcc ; and the Minifter who fo wifely

and fuccefsfully directed the m(?afures of Great Bri-

tain in the kte war, publickly declared, that thefe

Colonies enabled her t) triumph over her enemies,—Toward'j the conclufion of that war it pleafcd our
Sovereign to make a change in his Councils.—Froin
that fatal moment the aftairs of the Britifli Empire be-
gan to fall into confufion, and gradually Aiding from
the luinmit of glorious profperity, to v.'hich they iiid

bccii

o

l>



o

[ 87 ]

l)een advanced by the virtues and abilities of one man,
are at length diftrafted by the convulfions that now (hake

it to its dL^epeft foundation. The new Miniitry finding;

the ijrave foes of Britain, though frequently dcteated,

yet ftill contending, took up the unfortunate idea of

granting them a hally peace, and of then fubduing her

faithful friends.

Thefe devoted Colonies were judged to be in fuch a

fiate, as to prefent viflories without bloodihed, and ail

the cffy emoluments of ftatuteable plunder. The un-
interrupted tenor of their peaceable and refpedful be-

haviour from the beginning of Colonization, their du-
tiful, zealous, and ufeful fervices during the war, tho'

fo recently and amply acknowledged in the moft ho-

nourable manner by his Majefty, by the late K>ng,
and by Parliament, could not lave them from the medi-

tated innovations. Parliament was influenced to adopt

the pernicious projedt, and afluming a new power over

thcm,^have, in the courfe of eleven years, given fuch

dccilive fpecimens of the fpirit and confequences attend-

ing this power, as to leave no doubt concerning the ef-

fedts of cquiefcence under it They have undertaken

to give and grant our money without our confent, tho'

we have ever exercifed an exclufive right to difpofe of

our own property. Statutes have been paflt-d for extend-

ing the jurifdidtion of Courts of Admiralty and Vice-

Admiralty beyond their antient limits, for depriving us

of the accuftomed and ineftimable privilege of trial by

Jury in cafes afFcdling both life and property; for Ad-
pending the legiflature of one of the Colonies; for in-

terdicting all commerce of another j and for altering

fundamentally the form of government, eflabliflied by
charter, and fecured by A(Sls of its own Legiflature fo-

jemnly confirmed by the Crown ; for exempting the
" Murderers" of Colonifts from legal trial, and, in

efFeft, from punifhment ; for eredling in a neighbour-

ing Province, acquired by the joint arms of Great Bri-

tain and America, a defpotifm dangerous to our very cx-

iftence ; and for quartering foldiers upon the Colonifts

in time of profound peace. It has alfo been refolved in

Parliament, that Colonifts charged with committing

N 2 certaia
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certain ofFenccs, ftiall be tianfporteJ to England to hi

tried.

But why ftiould we enumerate our injuries in detail ?

By one Statute it is declared, that Parliament can " of

fight make laws to bind us in all cafes whatfoever."

What is to defend us againfl fo enormous, fo unlimit-r

ed a power ? Not a fingle man of thofe who aflume

it, is chofen by us, or is fubjedt to oijr controul or in-

fluence ; but, on the contrary, they are all of them ex-

empt from the operation of fuch laws ; and an American
revenue, if not diverted froni the oftenfible purpofes for

which it is raifed, would adually lighten their own
burdens in proportion as they increafe ours. We faw
the mifery to which fuch defpotifm would reduce us.

We for ten years inceflantly and inefFedually befieged

the Throne as fupplicants ; we reafoned, we remonftrated

with Pdrliament in the molt mild and decent language.

But Adminiftration, fenfible that we fhould regard thefe

oppreflive meafures as freemen ought to do, fent over

fleets and armies to enforce them. The indignation of

the Americans was roufed, it is true ; but it was the in-

dignation of a virtuous, loyal, and afFcitionate people.

A Congrefs of Delegates from the United Colonies wa«j

alTembled at Philadelphia, on the 5th day of laft Septem-
ber. We refolvcd again to offer an humble and duti-

ful Petition to the King, and alfo addrefled our fel-

low- fubjtcfts of Great-Britain. We have purfued every

temperate, every refpedtful meafure; we have even pro-

ceeded to break off our commercial intej-courfe with
cur fellow- fubjedls, as the laft peaceable admonition,

that our attachment to no nation upon earth fhould fup-

plant our attachment to liberty. This we flattered our-

iVlves was the ultimate flep of the controverfy i but the

fubfequent events have (hewn, how vain is this hope of

finding moderation in our enemies, t >, ..*?(.,•.«

Several threatening exprefHons againfl: the Colonies
v/cre inferted in his Majefty's Speech. Our Petition,

though Wvi were told it was a decent one, that his Ma-
jefly had been pleafed to receive it gracioufly, and to

prumife laying it before his Parliament, was huddled in-

to
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to both Houfes amongft a bundle of American p'apers^

?nd there ncgledted. J'he Lords and Commons in their

Addrefs, in the month of February, faid. That " a re-

bellion at that time acSlually exilted within the Province

of Maffachufet's Buy ; and that thofe concerned in it had

been countenanced and encouraged by unlawful combi-
nations and engagements, entered into by his Miijefty's

fubjedts in feveral of the other Colonies; and therefore

they befought his Majefty, that he would take the moit

efFt<5lual meafures to enforce due obedience to the] laws

and authority of the Supreme Legiflature." Soon after

the commercial intercourfe of whole Colonies, with fo-

reign countries, and with each other, w.;s cut ofFby an Adt
of Parlirmcnt ; by another, feveralof them were entirely

prohibited from the fifheries in the feas near their coafts,

on which they always depended for their fuftenance ;

and large reinforcements of ftiips and troops were im-
inediately fent over to General Gage.

Fruitkfs were all the entreaties, arguments and elo-

quence of an iliiiftrious band of the mofl diitinguifhed

Peers and Commoners, who nobly and ftrenuoufly aflerted

thejufticeof our caufc, to flay or even to mitigate the

heedlefs fury with which thefe accumulated and unexam-
pled outrages were hurried on. Equnlly fruitlefs was the

interference of the City of London, of iJriflol, and many
other refpedlable towns, in our favour. Parliament

adopted an infidious manoeuvre, calculated to divide us,

to elfablifh 3 perpetual audion of taxations, where Colony
(hould bid againft Colony, all of them uninformed what
ranfom fhould redeem their lives, and thus to extort from

ws, at the point of the bayonet, the unknown fums that

fliould be lufEcient to gratify, if poffible to gratify, Mi-
nilterial rapacity, with the miferable indulgence left to

us of raifmg in our own mode the prefcribed tribute.

What terms more rigid and humiliating could have been

diftated by remorlislefs vidlors to conquered enemies ? In

our circumftances, to accept them would be to deferve

them.

Soon after the intelligence of thefe proceedings arrived

pn this Continent, General Gage, who in the courfe of

the
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the lafl year had taken pofleffion of the town of Bofton,

in the province of Mallachuret's-Bay, and ftill occupied

it as a garrifcn, on the 19th day of April fcnt ouc from
that place a large detachment of his auny, who made an
unprovoked aflault on the inhabitants of the faiJ province,

at the town of Lexington, as appears by th^ affidavits of

a great number of perfons, feme of whom were officers

and foldiers of that detachment, murdered eight of the

inhabitants, and wounded manv others. From thence

the troops proceeded in warlike array to the town of
Concord, where they fet upon another party of the in-

habitants 0^ the fame Province, killing feveral, and
wounded more, until compelled to retreat by th« coun-
try people fuddenly aflembled to repel this cruel aggref-

fion. Hoftilities thus commenced by the Britilh troops,

have been fince profecuted by them without regard to

faith or reputation. The inhabitants of Bofton being

confined within that town by the General their Gover-
nor, and having in order to procure their difmiiTion en-

tered into a treaty with him, it was fiipulated that the

faid inhabitants, having depofited their arms with their

own Magiftrates, fhould have liberty to depart, taking

with them their other efteds. They accordingly deli-

vered up their arms ; but in open violation of honour,

in defiance of the obligation of treaties, which even fa-

vage nations efteem facred, the Governor ordered the

arms depofited as aforefaid, that they might be prefervcd

for their owners, to be feizcd by a body of foldiers ; de-

tained the grcateft part of the inhabitants in the town,

and compelled the few who were permitted to retire, to

leave their moft valuable tfFeds behind.

By this perfidy wives are feparated from their hufbands,

children from their parents, the aged and fick from their

relations and fi lends, who wifh to attend and comfort

them ; and thofe who have been ufed to live in plenty,

and even elegance, are reduced to deplorable diftrels.

The General, further emulating his Mmifterial ma-
flcrs, by a proclamation, bearing date on the 12th day

of June, after'venting the grofi'eft falfthoods and calum-

nies againit the good people of thefe Colonies, proceeds

- •
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to " declare them al-l, either by name or defcriptlon, tor

be rebels and traitors, to fuperfede the courfe of the

common law, and inftead thereof to publifli and order the
' ufc arid exercife of the law martial." His troops have

^ butchered cur countrymen ; have wantonly burnt Charles
' Town, befides a confiderable number of houfes in other

V^ places ; our fhips and veffels are feized ; the neceflary

.

' fupplies of provifions are intercepted, and he is exerting

his utmoft power to fpread deAirudtibn and devaftation

:; around him.

We have received certain intelligence, that General
Carleton, the Governor of Canada, is inftigating the

people of that Province and the Indians to fall upon us 5

and we have but too much reafon to apprehend, that

fchemes have been formed to excite domeftic enemies
againft us. In brief, a part of thefe Colonies now feels,

and all of them are fare of feeling, as faras the vengeance
of Adminiftration can inBi£l: them, the complicated cala-

mities of fire, fword and famine. We are reduced to the

alternative of chufing an unconditional fubmiiTion to the

tyranny of irritated Minifters, or refiftance by force.

The latter is our choice. We have counted the coft of

this conteft, and find nothing fo dreadful as voluntary

flavery. Honour, juftice and humanity, forbid us tamely
to furrender that freedom which we received from our

gallant anceftors, and which our innocent pofterity have

a right to receive from us. We cannot endure the infa-

my and guilt of refigning fucceeding generations to that

wretchednefs which inevitably awaits them, if we bafely

entail hereditary bondage upon them.

Our caufe is juft : our union is perfe£l : our internal

refources are great, and if neceflary, foreign afliilance is

undoubtedly attainabl*. We gratefully acknowledge, as

fignal inflances of Div ine favour towards us, that his Pro-

vidence would not permit us to be called into this fevere

controverfy, until we were grown up to our prefent

ftrength, had been previoufly excrcifed in warlike opera-

tions, and poficflTed of the means of defending ourfelves.

With hearts fortified with thefe animating reflections, we
moft folemnly before God and the world declare, that,

exerting the utmoft energy of thofe powers which our

beneficent Creator hath gracioufly beftovved upon us,
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the arms wpl Rave been compcUed by our enemie's io'^fk

fume^ we'"wiU, in defiance oi" ev,ery hazard;^ with-.iui*-^»

a,\itl&ng fircriBcfeand perfeverance, employ, for. !the<*j^-:*

y^ervaiian f;^
.oor liberties, being with one, mind*Vefc%cd''f

to die ^mcnlrather than to live flayes;. ; v. .
' *iif:j;*. (

^'.^.I*.'ivM '..,.
. 1^4 Hf^-^-' '^

/ lyeft this Declaratifen fhduld difquiet the minds-iofj'oui^

,/ friends und tellow fubjedis in any part of the emplw, viHfti

"
alTure.them,. that we mean riot to diflbive that -unionf "^

which has fo long and fo happily fuWifted between us,-

and which we fincerely wifh to fee reftored, Neceffity

Has not yet driven us into that.'dcfpdrate meafure, or in-

duced usfi^a excite, any other nation /td-itvaTt^JaMilift'

them* We 'iiaye-not-raifed armies. with >ahil^lti<Juyfde.-|

figri^ offfeparating froni Great Britain; rairdeftabJiiHteg^

indepejidant' ilates. • We figiit.not'fbr»']glpryt>6f,fif6r*^ori-t

quell: #We exhibit. to mankind the jrema*rleabla*^eiair&[^'

of;a p«)ple attafeked.by Mrtprovdfccd ewejfhJiSsjVv^llthbuft^ny

impitaicion, kjnVevcnfuijpicion, of .offence. jl^^Heyrboaft?

of their privileges and civilization-, Wd yet proffer no
milder conditions than fervitude or death.

In; our. own native land, in defence of the free-

dom that is our birthright, and which we ever en-

joyed till the late violation of it i for the protedUon of

our property, acquired folely by the honeft induftry of our

forefathe s and ourftlvcs, againft violence adually offer-,

ed, we have taken up arms. We fhall lay them down
when hoftilities ihall ceaie on the part of the aggreffors,-

and. all id^riger of, their being renewed (hall be removed

-^and not before. ,
. ,',.•'

' Withanhumbleconfidenceinthem.erciespf theSupreme

and Impartial Judge and Ruler of the Univerfe, we mof^;

devoutly, implore his divine goodnefs to con4u<Sl: us hap-

pily; though this great conflidi to djfpqf? our adv^rfa^l ,'

rJes^tQJceCpBpiliation.on reafonable-terms, an^. therejjyitgi,
,

jeli^vi^theiEippirejfrom the calamities.ofcgivilw^ar. v.-
'»'"

' B^drder*bf QoNGREss, .

-.:i»:S /^ y
UQHN HANCOCK, PREsiDEfcf"*

CH^.!?LES"T'rtOi\lFSON, Secretary. 1"%^

.^JjU't-

iPhiladelphia, 'July "6*" .i775«
.t^ll* \Jlf*-Mt<0 '.mt tliJ/Jv,.ii0)l^-^
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