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THE subject of the following memorial, JosErH STIBBS
CHRISTMAS, was born April/10th, 1803, in Georgetown,
Beaver-county, Pennsylvania. His patents had thirteen
children, of whom he was the eighth. is’father was de-
scended from an ancient family of the noxth of England. ; .
‘Huving passed the edrly part of his life in Loddon, he re- ’
moved to this country and settled in Pennsylvania, in 1784.
His maternal grandfather, Joseph Stibbs, likewise from
London, tame to this country and settled in the then co-
lony of Virginia, prior to the revolution.

From his earliest years the extraordinary versability and
ardor of his mind were displayed both in his stuties and in
his more active employments. He discovered a restless

spirit of inquiry into every subject to which his attention
was directed, and at the same time a tast&'for rural scenery,
an inventive and imitative turn, and a remarkable fond-
ness for drawing and painting. A eommunication from
one of his relatives states that before he was eight years old
he had a room appropriated to himself, where he practised
drawing maps and painting, and that he became so devoted
to the use of his pencil as to subject himself to severe pri-
vations, in order to indulge that propensity.
B
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He continued to cherish this passion for painting till
near the close of his terms at college ; and at one period it
engrossed nearly all his time and attention, and was de-
signed to be the object of his future life. He accordingly
studied and wrote much on this and its kindred arts. Se-
veral of his manuscripts on this subject are preserved, some
treating it by way of analysis, others of criticism ; some
consisting of notes and observations on the history of paint-
ters and painting, and some defending the art, as a pursuit
for life, against the objections of his friends and acquaint-
ances. From these papers, and fi%gn some -letters which
were addressed to him, it appears that he continued to prac-
tice this art with increasing facility and very flattering
success; and that he was encouraged to send one of his ori-
ginal pieces in oil to the exhibition at Philadelphia.

In addition to this, he gave himself at- the same time to
the kindred, and, to a genius and temperament like his, no
less fascinating, art of poetry. Did his papers furnish noth-
ing but what remains of his first sixteen years on this sub-
ject, they would suffice to show that he possessed those rare
talents and qualities which fitted him to excel in whatever
he undertook. He pursued with this the sa?( method as
*with every other subject upon which he bestéwed any con-
siderable attention ; he analyzed it, studied its history, prin-
ciples, and relations, and then practised. Having once pos-
sessed himself of a subject in this manner, it seemed to oc-
cupy a fixed place in his mind, and to be ever ready to be
used at pleasure. s

As an illustration of the hold which poetry and painting

had ‘gained on him, and of his success in the cultivation of

them, it may suffice to mention his “Poem in two cantos”
entitled “ THE ARTIST ; prepared for the public contest be-
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REV. JOSEPH STIBBS CHRISTMAS. 11

I tween the Union and Literary Societies of Washington Col-
it lege,” (of which he was then a member, and in his sixteenth
i year ;) “and published by the Union Society in 1819.”
ly [t was his object to vindicate the fine arts from the dispa-
ol raging opinions then current as to their importance, and to
€ ~  awaken an interest in their favor. His analysis of this
»o poem is subjoined,* from the above mentioned edition.
it f Fragments of two other poems written at a later period, and
it { a variety of smaller poetic compositions, remain among his
\t- '1: papers.

*h 4 His compositions and translations between his cighth and
\C- ; sixteeth year on the different subjeats which his studies and
g B employments brought within his view are very numerous,
ri- g and for the most part such as might be appealed to in proof
fo. B T N
no 4 * “Canto I. opens with a view of the dark ages—inquires what
h- .q first relieved mankind from the thraldom of superstitionand igno-

N ¢ rance—attributes this emancipation to the fine arts—mentions
o § some of the modern poets of Italy—Dante—Tasso—Petrarch—

re ¢ artists, Michael Angelo—Buonarrotti described— Da Vince—an
er allusion to the battle of Pisa~Raphael, his character, fame, un-
as g timely death--Traits of Correggio, his penury, misfortune--Titian,
e ‘.’;’ his excellence, chiefly in coloring—Tintoret—Giorgione—Paul
e Veronese—characteristics of Salvator Rosa—the three Caracei,

%  Hannibal, Agostino, Ludovico—their scholars, Guido and Domi-
)8~ 4 nichino—proceeds to the painters of France—~Poussin—Le Brun
)C- e

—Le Seur—the sanguinary David —Flemish artists— Rubens,
be Vandyke, Rembrandt—Prussian, Eckstein—the English school,

1 Reynolds, Fuseli, Wilson, Barry—mentions the sources whence
the painters drew their knowledge of design and correctness of

ng
of &  contour—the antique.”
- : “Canto II. While the works of the learned are excluded from
)bs b the view of the greater part of mankind by the veil of ignerance,
c- P

the sublime’ conceptions of the artist are poured on every eye—
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of the rapid progress of his mind, and the diligence and
ardor with which he pursned his eduention.  Among those
of his manuseripts of that period which deserve particulas

notiee, are the following : a translation of Lucian's twenty

third dinlogue, under date 23d January, 1816 (his thir
teenth year), which iz done in an easy, flowing style, and
written out in a fair hand,

A translation of part of Virgil's Pollio, and some trang

lations from Greek authors, ;

A translation (in part) of the commentaries of Hirtius
concerning the African war. This manuseript, of about
forty pages, is very plainly written, and hasg o full title
page as if intended for publieation.

And of original compositions, beside some in Latin and

enumerates thessarious incentives in Europe to excite the imagi
nation, and create j§ ters and poets—=particularly the religs-of
antiquity and the placésconsecrated in the pages of hiflory—
how many advantages thep\possess when “«»1|||\r\;‘,u41’\;'it|| those of
America, especially the opportunitty efatudyifig the antique, and
the asgsigtance of guch patrong as the Mediei; yet America has
produced abundant and superior talents for the fine arts==presents
a view of West on his voyage to Rome—~mentions the picture of
Christ healing the sick—Stewart—anticipation that when Europe
shall again be plunged in the night of barbarism, the arts may
find refuge in America—Leslie—Allston—adverts to those cavil-
lers who suppose that America possesses not genius—=calls upon
the departed great of America to deny the assertion—invokes
the Americans to cherish the fine arts, to consider them as well
their honor as the economy of the nation—allugion to Daniel's
prophecy—mention of Trumbull—to those mortals who possess
no taste—describes a genuine and amiable poet or artist—the pro-
gress of genius—the progress of a work of genius concludes with
an apostrophe to the graphic muse.”
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treok, there are—an extended * Analysis of Logie," —n
piece dated Nov, 1816, on the Tmmortality of the Boul,
and geveral essays on other subjeets nlso n Salutatory Ad
dross ‘on the Fine Arts, delivered 1a September, 1819,
when e graduated, in which he endeavored to model the
wecossive paragraphs in such a manner as to exemplify the
ruleg, and illustrate every part of rhetorie,

|

In the eourse of the year 1819 his sttention was drawn
to the subject of religion, and a total change in his vivw«,-‘f
affections and purposes took place. With relation to this
very interesting period, a letter has been received from his
lrmllu‘l‘ri!’l law, Rev. James Rowland, of Mansficlds, Ohio,
andAtkewise a letter from Rev. Andrew Wylie, D.D., then

“president of the college.

“In the summer of 1818, says Mr. R., “ when at Wash-
ington College as professor of languages, I waqd informed
by Mr. James Reek, professor of natural sciencés, in a con-
versation respecting the prospect of students for the winter
seasion, that Joseph 8. Christmas was about to return, afd
he added, he is himself a host. 1 had btfore heard of the
Christmas family of Georgetown, forty miles below Pitts-
burgh, but had no personal acquaintance with any mem-
ber of it. At the commencement of the session young
Christmas eame. He seemed about tkf'tt;l:n years of age,
and was very interesting. He had been in college under
Dr. Brown, and this was to be his last year. In the win-
ter he practised painting, and wrote for the spring contest
his first printed composition, a poem: on the subject of the

Fine Arts called The Artist.

At that time it was his in-
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tention to repair to the Aeademy of Philadelphin immedi
ately after leaving college.  But in the courge of the sum
mer (1819) the death of* two of
red, one of whom was his partie

ig fellow students oceur

e companion, and a great
change took place in his views af® purposes, - In Septem-
ber he graduated ; the first honors of the class were, with
out any hesitation, eonferred on him by the Board. ‘
“In February or Mareh, 1819, T had my first conver
sation with him on religious subjects. 1 eannot now re
late all that passed] but one thing T well remember his tell
ing me, namely, that when a child, refleeting on his aceoun-
tability to God, he thought he would beware, and not have
to answer for any sin until he should bé seven years of age.
From college he returned home to. Georgetown, and thenoe
removed with the family to Wooster, Wayne county, Ohio.
There, in compliance with the wishes of his father, he com-
menced the study of medicine. At the same time he was
abridging Claude and writing sermong,  There were many
obstacles in the way of his entering on the study of theo
logy, owing partly to the opinions and feelings of some of
his near relatives, and partly to his pecuniary cireumstances
afteu the expensek of his classical education jand it was not
until the spring of 1821 that thesedifficultics were entirely
removed.” ‘

Rev. Dr. Wylie, after referring to the vircufnstmwos of
his first acquaintance with Mr. Christmas, at Washington
College, says, *“ He soon attracted my particular attention,
and, indeed, it was hardly possible not to feel an interest
in him at the first view. The soft tones of his voice, the

regularity of his features, the peculiarly mild expression of

his countenance, joined to the infantine simplicity of his
whole manner, led me to expect something delicate but not
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strong in the oharacter of hissmind. 1 was soon induced
to change, in some degree, the opinion of his intellectual
character, which the impression made by his personal ap
pearance had led me to form. - He soon rose to a high
standing in his olass, though painting,of which at that time
he was excessively fond, drew off much of his attention
from his regular studies. On this subject I often expos
tulated with him in private, but in vain. I found he had,
as most young people of alively fancy are apt to do, sketeh
ed out a plan of life for himself, in which the determination
to go to Italy for the purpose of gratifying and improving
his taste for painting, held a prominent place. The indul
gence of such thoughts was likely to prove injurious to him,
and he was exhorted to lay them aside. His emphatic reply
was, ¢ As soon might a tender mother abandon her nursing
child.” T said no more to him on the subject. DNuring
the last year, however, he did abandon such thoughtsy for
his mind had become deeply engaged in something which
he felt to be vastly more important —religion.

““The evidences of Christianity which were presented to
the class in the course of a few lectures in an imperfect,
but simple and affectionate manner, as a subject on which
they ought to come without delay to some practical deter-
mination, furnished the occasion of his seriousness, and
his change of views ag to the whole business of life. 1 do
not know whether he communicated anything on the state
of his mind while undergoing this change to any one except
myself, and to me not much, or frequently. He was natur-
ally modest and reserved, and was counselled, on the subject
which he then felt to be a matter of deep personal concern,
neither to seek nor to depend much on the directions of
men, but to go to God by Prayer and daily consultation of

2
o
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His holy word. In this I have reasonto believe he was
much engaged. He did not, at any time during the
progress of his early experience, seem to be under the in-
fluence of strong terrors; but was deeply and awfully im-
pressed with a sense of the importance of religion. |[And
when he obtained satisfactory discoveries of the wpy of
salvation as made known in the gospel, he seemed to be
brought in a manner suited to the native gentleness of his
character, to the state of mind which Peter expressed when
he said, “ Lord, to whom should we go but unto thee, thou
hast the words of eternal life.” At the .same time, with
the heartfelt satisfaction which he experienced in trusting
his own soul to the hands of Jesus, arose a strong desire to
point him out to others as the Lamb of God who taketh
away the sins of the world. Under the influence of this
desire he sought an introduction into the office of the
Christian ministry, and though difficulties were presented,
Providence at length cleared up the way.”

After he had relinquished the study of medicine and
determined to prepare for the duties of the sacred office,
in a letter to a friend from whom he sdlicited some assis-
tance, having mentioned the struggle he had had in relation
to this change of pursuits, he says, ¢ I might with propriety
say with Jeremiah, that the word of the Lord was in my
heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was
weary with forbearing, and T could not stay.”

It was not long after this period that he applied for ad-
mission, and was received into the Presbyterian Church in
Wooster. Through one of his relatives the narrative of
his religious experience, which he drew up and presented
on that occasian, has been received, from the Rev. Thomas
Barr, pastor of that church, who on inclosing it writes as
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follows : ““ Dear sir, understanding that some sketches of
the life of your late endeared and most estimable relative,
Rev. J. S. Christmas, are about to be published, as it may
be a valuable acquisition to the writer of his memoirs, I
inclose the written exhibition by his own hand, which he
laid before the session of Wooster church, at the time he
was cordially received to membership. He was received
the next sabbath, I think, after the date of his narrative.
I had intended to preserve for my own use this now pre-
cious-redic of his memory ; but under existing circumstances
should feel guilty in withholding it.”

The following is a copy of this narrative. The writer
was now a little over eighteen years of age.

“ WoosSTER, SATURDAYy MAY 5,1821.
“ To the Session of the Church.

‘“ In narrating the dealings of God with my soul, I have
first to state that the kingdom of heaven came not with
observation ; that it has always been a subject of regret
that the exercises of my mind were not more distinctly
marked like those of many Christians who have had well
defined seasons of conviction, succeeded by a state of life
and_joy. But though I cannot ascertain the precise time
of my regeneration, yet many particulars relating to my
conversion or turning to God, can be recollected. About
twenty months since I was actuated, I know of no exciting
cause in particular, partly by the powerful preaching, and
partly by the reading of the word and some providences of
God, to some concern with regard to my immortal interests ;
but I know of no extraordinary exercise of mine then, of
no very fearful apprehensions of the wrath to come, or
sudden manifestation of the glory of God in the face of
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that oll my fortnet c-qn»riunm- tf thes Lined's g ioss was
o delugion ; bub ginee T have boon reooverad T think diffe

poritly,  Thore nre not wanting instaneos of the heliavor's
longe nnd griovous defoetion ; nor ean | 866 ey thing in

consigtent with the reign of graes, for Qod ta permit the
holiover to fall into sueh defeetion. sinse it tanehes him mieore
complete relintice on God's power to preserve him from
fulling, and his need of groator watehfulnes in futurs 1o
make his ealling and eleotion sure, to add to his faith virtue

to virtue knowledge, &o.  The way was now open for my
restoration, and Chrigkinan eonversation was preparing me

bt that which T think first lod to repentance, and 1o 2ook
reconeilintion earefully.- with denre, was n sermon ',rr-,f./-},m’
by Mr. T, K Hughos . and from that time to this I }./,;,f
I have boeen growing in the knowledges of our Leord and
Naviour Jesns Christ, and observing my interest in his
righteousness nnd meodintion beeome more and more eloar
One lesson in partienlar 1 have boen tanght of late, to live
by faith and not by sense,  Before this, whenever engnged
in communion with God, if T felt a want of life and of the
gpirit of devotion, and (mjuym] not the '~'V'Uih| presence of
Hml_' [ was instantly ready to (question my lot and part
with_his people, and to doubt his love ; and though such
OCOASIONA NOW ;r’riuw-, [ feel more assured that t},/,',z}, ke
leave me for a short time, yet with great mercies he will
gathor me. My views of sin are far different from what

i

they once were, and what most opened my eyes to its enor
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iy, wae the vienrious sullorings for it whioh God infliet
ml on hig Son on the oross, l |m\'n cllli,t"t‘llil\' uml 'trn_\'c‘l‘
fully  ox wined mysell' by all the teaite of the Cheisting
oharacter, and besought God 11 tiere were any hiddon ovil
iy heart, that he would show it me ; and alter all, 1 am
tod to coneludo Favorably off my ostato, and to believe that
God has venowod my hoart, pardoned my sing, given me the
spivit of adoption, and bestowed joy and peace in bolieving
But atill 1 find o law that ‘when |
\\l‘lll\l \In“\‘.\i\h‘, \‘\H I |\|‘|‘HN|" with me

tor Cheist's mako,

for 1 delight in

- the law of God alter the inward man § but 1 seo another.s”

Law 0 my membors, warring against the law of my mind,
and bringing me into eaptivity to the law of sin whioh is
i my members, O ! wrotohod man that 1 am | who shall
I thank God,
While T seek the |i|'i\'i

foge of communion with the saints, 1 fool that 1 am the

deliver mo from the body of this doath ?
through Josus Cheist our Loed,'

loast of all saints; yot booause Christ has shown mo moerey,
I desive that his people may boe my people, and their God
my God. From this very brief and impoerfeot and, I think,
sincere statement of the dealings of God with me~1 hopo
that the Session may feel disposed to oxtond to mo the pri-
vilege of communion ; and may God superintond thoir
deliberations and diveet their deoision,

Josern S, Curisrmas,”

He now almost immediately procoeded to Princeton,
'l‘ll(!l‘u
remain among his papers twd printod numbers of an Kssay
on Publie Preaching, which were writton by him, and pub.

and became a member of the theologieal seminary,

lished at Wooster, in the “ Ohio Spectator,” under the-

signature of Juvenis, in December, 1819 ; that is, shortly
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' : aftor ho loft oollegs,  The following are extenots from the
) first number, which Sroats of the dmportancs, necessity
" and diffioulty of 'mlylil‘ prmmhin;(. After sponking of th
I : nooorsity of u divine rovelation for the instraotion and gui
" danco of mankind, ho says, “ Wao should bo inelined 10,
‘ think that a revelation so important and nocessnry, n revi
v Intion from Gatl, would bo ongorly dosirod nnd ombraced
K But our experienoo is vastly the reverse, 'I'his very rove
l lation tells us that we * love darknoss rathor than light
W God was woll nware of this surprising fact,  He s takern
o tho most effsctunl menns to counteract the porversity, e
- has multiplied preachers in overy weo, from Knooh 1
. proachor of righteousness, to his gospel ministers at this
l day ; hus never sufforod an intermission in this extensive
' plan ; has added miraclos to strike; has given line upon
line, and precept<upon precept ; has prescribed ordinances
' and eeremonies ; hng set apart times for the gpecial consi
) deration of his truths and the worship of himself; and
|

anbove all, has andded to these means the offusions of his
Holy Spirit.  One wolitary, though it were a complets
declaration of truth, is not sufficient to produce any im
pression or permanent good on our obstinate minds. Com

mands must be repeated, erimes forbidden, duty enforeed
motives presented, the memory refreshed, the understand
W ing enlightened, the heart affected, again and again ; and
after all this, how often has the preacher of righteonsness
been foreed to exclaim with the prophet, ‘ I have stretehed
out my hand all day long to a disobedient and gain-saying
people ?  If such' efforts are more than onece unsuccessful,
what consequences wonld ensue were they totally relaxed 7

‘““ But the exhibition even of truths, however interest.
ing in themselves, if shown always in the same light, will

-
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disgust.  They must be seen in the best light: pleasure

must be mixed with instruction. We must captivate the
imagination to reach the understanding, the intellect must
be enlightened to reach the heart, and we must avail our-
selves of the ardor of the feelings to induce the will. It
is not easy to make the vice we love appear as our most
deadly enemy. ‘It is no mean art to make a virtue, to
which we are indifferent, appear lovely and interesting, Itis
not every illiterate speaker that can solve difficulties, explain
mysteries, banish doubts, influence the zeal, and animate
the progress of the Christian. A view of the abuses of the
pulpit, and a desire to prompt the industry, and encourage
all who ascend it to persevere in the study of perfect ora-
tory and a complete knowledge of theology, induces me to,
commence thede essays. At the same time, I would wish \
them to understand in how’difficult and arduous a situa-
tion they are placed.”

Soon after he came to reside at Princeton, he commenced
a private journal, which, however, was continued but a
short time, owing, as may be inferred from several notices
in it, to an enfeebled state of health, which a too eager and
exclusive exertion of mind already began to induce, and
from which, it is probable, he was never afterwards entirely
free. From this journal the following brief extracts are
made : .
“August 9, 1821.—In the afternoon, I spent an hour in
the library, examining the ever-to-be-revered Whitfield's
It records his daily labors for about

two years. How did my heart burn within me as I read

of his incess:
holy aspiratio
portion of his
from on high
around him,”
“ August 1
unite with th
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including a |
says: —‘“ Spe
after which w
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of his incessant labors, in season and out of season—his
holy aspirations and devout meditations |  Oh that a large
portion of his spirit inight rest upon me, and that unction
from on high which spread such a savor of life unto life all
around him.” '

“ August 10.—In two days I am for the second time to
unite with the people of God in commemorating my Sa-
viour’s dying love.” ‘

Then follows a very long prayer, carefully written out,
including a kind of covenant, at the close of which he
says: —‘‘ Spent the forenoon in writing the foregoing,
after which walked out on the road, and had sweet medi-
tations on the love of God. Towards evening, went into
the woods, to my accustomed resort, and read over the pre-
ceding pages several times.”

“ Saturday, August 11.—Fasted this day, and was
much in prayer and self-examination.

“ Lord's day, August 12.—Spent the morning'in prayer
and in reading the scriptures. At church, the exercises
produced in me, and I doubt not in most of the children of
(Grod, a joy unspeakable and full of glory. May the strength
of Christ be perfected in my weakness in fulfilling more
perfectly than I have ever yet done the vows of God which
are upon me,”’ :

‘“ August 13.—Wrote a letter to , earnestly exhort-
ing him to flee from the wrath to come. The Lord, who
can accomplish much by the feeblest means, can bless these
few lines which I have sent to the eternal salvation of him
for whom I have so often prayed and interceded. I find
that cultivating the gift prepares us better for entering
into the spirit of prayer, and that a clear and methodieal
arrangement of the topics we are to dwell on before (iod is

¥
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serviceable. The duty of thanksgiving (which approaches
nearer to the employment of heaven than any other of our
religious exercises, adoration perhaps excepted) shall occupy
my thoughts, my pen, and I hope, my heart, for the few
following pages.”

Here follows an exercise of praise, thanksgiving, and
prayer, chiefly in scripture language, which is extended
through eight closely written pages, and embraces a wide
range of subjects.

The remainder of this diary contains little more than a
brief notice of his studies and of some passing events ; and
it is to be regretted that no other journal of this kind, till
near the close of his life, is to be found among his papers.
The most striking feature of this journal is the evidence it
affords of his love and habit of prayer. 1t contains several
forms of considerable length, beésides frequent short peti-
tions, and a number of plans or skeletons of prayer; under
a variety of heads. It would seem, that instead of writing
much. about “himself, when he sat down to this book, he
passed the time in devout exercises of prayer and praise.
Among the books which he read, are noted the memoirs of
White, Spencer, Martyn, Brainerd, Fuller, and Scougal.

Saturday, September 8,he writes ;= At the close of
another week, on looking back I see-much to be humbled
for ; a formality in public and social prayer, which I think
is a temptation of Satan, and that I need to put qn: the
whole armor of God. I must likewise blame myself' for-too
much neglecting the holy word, for the deficiency of ejacu-
latory prayer, for want of diligence and order in busi-
ness.”

He was about this time much taken up with the memoirs
of H. K. White, acd under date September 10, 1821,
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| says, “ Copied in India mk\? likeness of K. White, which
I framed in glass, and hung up on the wall just over my
S8 table, that my eyes may stir me up to imitate so noble a
8 pattern.”
' “ September 13.--Employed the greater part of the day
© in copying off some drawings of Hindoo deities, sent to
* the Society of Inquiry concerning Missions, by Gordon
" Hall, missionary at Bombay. These paintings I made for
" a missionary agent, hoping that in his hands they might
" subserve the cause of our Master. Read in H. Martyn’s
" Memoirs. The question recurred to me, and caused a vio-
= lent struggle in my mind: “Would I be willing, for Christ’s
= sake, to leave father, mother, sister, brother, wife, houses,
8 and lands, and go to a distant country to preach the gos-
"% pel to the heathen ?”  This question took fast hold of his
" feelings, and was not shunned or dismissed till he had views
- of the missionary cause which gained” his heart, and ren-
W dered him willing to go wherever duty might call.
"« September 14.—Neglected this day setting a watch
ﬁover my first thoughts, and endeavoring to make them
humbxe and devout ; so excellent a preparation for prayer
and a right spirit durmw the day. Thought much of a
§ missionary life.”
8 “ October 1.—Spent the forenoon in reading Brainerd
‘7 Pand Doddridge. These holy books excited a fervor in my
“¥soul which remained all day. In the evening, went to the
woods, and felt strongly drawn forth to God for more holi-

,. “ness, and for blessings on my friends for whom I interced-
cd ”

He continued in the seminary the usual period of three
§ years, faithfully and zealously pursued the regular routine
C
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of studivs, exerted himsolf to bo veeful ag o Bunday Behool
teacher and in varions other wayve, and wae eatoomed and
beloved by all who knew him

l‘\\\‘i\\-; ”\iﬂ ]h‘\im‘. hia miuin.\l c‘v\!\\‘um“innq. AOFINONE
esfye, comments, and  notes, on pariona theologieal and

practical subjoets, and hie copies of the prineipal leetures of

W
» » ’ W
the professore in the seminary, are very aAbundant, and tes

tify the ceaseloss aetivity off his mind, and the diligenes
and ardor with whieh he employed himeelf. 1t ia not in
tended to present a partienlar enumeration of those papers
\ fow of the subjects of them, however, are worthy to h
<pv~‘in”y noticed

He ewly eommones b an  Analysia” of the suhject of
prayer, which he copied and enlarged from time to time,
tll it was extended to about sixty manuseript pages
This was evidently a favorite subjeet of atudy and medi
tation with him. Mo rvevised it frequently, adding new
topies of acknowledgment and petition, new forme ol
expression and quotations from Seripture, sometimes in
peneil and at others in inke  In one essay of this kind
there are more than one hundred and fifty heads and di
visions, many of whieh are written out at considernble
length, chiefly in Seripture language. There are, more
over, besides those already mentioned, a number of forms
of prayer, chiefly for publie worship, fully written out,
some of which, he observes, he committed to memory.

It may well be supposed to have been owing in no
small degree, to his having so faithfully studied this sub-
jeet and enriched his mind with it, that he excelled #o re
markably as he did in publie prayer. Highly interesting
as his public ministrations were wont to be, generally, no

portion of them was more edifying and iwmpressive, or
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gained more upon the attention of the hearers, than Lis
_f' proyers, They w:-r"J'hmm'hwlw-'l not only ",7 yatiety,
coplovencsa, and l'urvui{w.v_ bt by o happy method and ar

rangement, an approprinteness and ense, o gingular folioity
ol Axpression, fl 4‘!‘_{"”"{, prupru-'_v andl  reverenss which
& could hardly fuil to be obgerved by every one, This was evi-

3 1]..,,'|y n most agreeable exercise to him; and being per

f’iﬁnmml with al} the natural ecass and sweetness of his

yoiee and manner, it won the attention and aympnthy of
the hearer, and seemed to absbraot him from the world,

It «|«n;q not geem to be too much to any that prayer was
the chief, the leading, and most constant subjeet of his
thounghts and practice, daring the latter years of his life
Whether a judgment be formed from his writings, from
1819 down to 1830, or from a personal knowledgs of his
2 gontiments and habite, the same conclusion will be arrived
Mot 1 rayer was his ohiof, his daily, hourly, eonstant re
Faource, e delighted in n,, and derived unspeakable re
Amidst his own
ill-health, and the over
tido of afflictions which beset him on every

and anxietios from
drew near the end of his course, prayer was all
0 him, a8 a means of relief and support. Happily
for.lgm, in seasons of debility and pain, alike preventing
2% menthl and bodily exertion, his mind had been so thorough
8 ly tryined and disciplined to this exercise, and so richly
with the examples and inculeations of the Serip

B in all

Tes.
Besides a number of plans and sketehes. of Jectures or
| other exercises on this subject, there are among his papers
several sermons on prayer ; purticu]ar]’ one entitled
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Chrietian Tnterceseion,”’ from Romane, 1. 9 another on
the Lord's Priyer; another on * Family Prayer,” from
Joshua, 24 ; another on * Wjneulatory Prayer,” Nehemiah,
it 4 another on the © Peayer of Faith,” 1 John, v, 14,

The Gt of these is numbered four in the secies of hia die
conrsos, and was written ab Princeton in 18206, On that
aceount partly, and because it advantageously exhibits his
views at that period of the duty of interceding for others,
the prineipal part of it fa inserted at a subsequent page
The veader's attention might here be solivited, not only to
the important truthe whieh he ineuleates, but to the ense
and propriety of his style, the evidenee furnished at every
step of his familiar acquaintance with his subject, and the

many striking and impressive illustrations and turne of

thought with whieh his compositions abound.  But it ean
hardly be necessary, even to the most cursory reader, to be
premonished of these things, nor is it apprehended that
any one will require an apology for presenting him with
these quotations,

There i connected with one of his discourses on a sacra-
. mental oocasion, (1st,) an ““ Invocation,” at the commence
ment of the service, (2ud,) *“ Prayer before Sermon,” in
which, at intervals, the several verses, (except the 14th,)
of the dlst Psalm are successively introduced, with some
shight verbal aecommodations, (3rd,) a “ Consecrating
Prayer,” introductory to the ordinance, (4th,) ““ Thanks-
giving and Prayer,” at the close of the service.

This may be regarded as a sample of the pains and care
he took in preparing for his publie dutics, and especially

for the duty of prayer, which, of all the public exercises of

religion, is often the worst performed, and least regarded,
and, it may be presumed, is too seldom anticipated by any
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on R proparatory atudy or reflostion. Tt would seem that upon
" ' almost all apecial osongions, he was in the habit not enly
Wy : of meditating before hand, but of writing oub his pragers,
' "";‘__4 and thue preparing his own mind to perform the serviee
e publicly, in the best manner he was eapable of, and to en
it joy the highest satisfaction and delight in the exercise
e %lt wae probably owing to this habit, that his publis pray
' S ers hafl so atrikingly the charactet of pragersin the oloset
o ghat they indieated on his part n sonssioneness only of the
to = prosence of God | and that they abounded with the sim
\se = plicity, forveney, and reverenos of a filial-spirit,
Y As o futher illusteation of this subject, it is in point to
he E mention the ooonsion of his return to his eongregation,
of 588 after n journey which he took in the spring of 1825, for
an - the purpose of obtaining peouinary aid towards erecting
be their place of worship.  On this oceasion he wrote a prayer
1t 2 preparatory to his first meoting them for publie worship,
ith 5 of which the annexed extract is a part,  After expressions
of adoration and praise to God for the wonders of his love,
re e digplayed in his works, and in his word, and ordinances
ve and of invoeation of his gracious presence and aid, he pro
in

ceeds: “We bless thee, Father of Mereies, that we are
) B ngning a8 a people, permitted to meet together, We here
B crect o monument of ouf gratitude, a pillar of remem.
ng S8 brance to thy providential goodness, Thon hast besn with

cs- S him who is the mouth of this people in prayer ; thon hast
" directed his goings ; under the covert of thy wings he has
we S found refuge ; in various perils during his long journey

ly 8 ings, thou hast proteeted him ; in multiplied labors thon

of S8 hast upheld him; the brazen-leaved gates of difficulty hast
d, S8 thou opened before him ; thou hast prospered him in
ny

awakening the liberality of the churches beyond our ex-
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peetation ; and now in peace and safety he is permitted to  SS88 preserve them
\ g

resume his usual duties.  We thank theegtoo that the 8 by the might

lives of those now present have beén gpared to this time,- e tion.’
. that they are still prisoners of hope, and may all yet be- “Wg rendoi
come partakers of thy grace :—and yet thou hast sent S perfeot gift, fi
] thine awful messenger amongst us,—there is one who was .‘fj.:i' gion who havii
with us when we last assembled, who ig now not here,~ h = taing while tl

was suddenly ealled hence,~he is in the world of gpirits,
Kinable us, O God, to learn and improve by such lessons
of mortality, Some of us before thee are mourners,—
some have been ealled upon to part with dear ehildren,—
thou knowest the severity of such a stroke,—clouds an
darkness are round about thee, but righteousness and

imparted of the
tics, Wo bles
stances of the ri
of poverty, wl
motives of all

glory and hono
“ 0 Lord G
and eongregati

judgment are the habitation of thy throne,~—thou hast
bruised, and thou canst bind up,—thou hast wounded,
and thou canst pour in the oil of consolation,—thou hast 88 own planting.
afflieted, and thou canst sanctify afflictions,—thou hast S8 forth its bough
taken away tender offspring, but thou canst give a S8 fruit like the ¢
Saviour—a title to heaven;~—thou hast caused a sorrow- % descend upon i
ful parting, but thou cans't give a joyful meeting where 8% ers of reviving
they shall never part again,—where parents and children (tideon which
join together in praise to Him, who, having brought them Without thee

: _ through much tribulation, made their robes white in the "8 come and brea
‘1 | bloodsof the Lamb, and consecrated them as kings and = awake ! awake
priests unto God.” mate their des

“ There are others whose state of health, or the dutics S Intercession—i

of life, have called to another place of abode. Be with ~ 48 Jacobs, many
them, O Lord, and bless them—be very gracious to them 88 cxcept thou ble

—and may the good will of him that dwelt in the burning 88 : As has been
bush be their portion.. We ask not that thou shouldst [S is by no mear
take them from the world, but that thou wouldst keep B service perform

* them from the evil that is in the world,—that thou wouldst aud impress th

\
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to &8 preserve them as the apple of thine oye, and keep them
the = by the mighty power of God through faith unto salva
S tion.”
be. S “ W render thanks to theo the giver of every good and
nt S perfect gift, for the benevolence of those in a distant re-
vos gion who having heard that our little ark dwelt under cur-
he tains while they lived in eceiled houses, have liberally
its, imparted of their substance, in commiseration of our necessi
mne ' tics, We bless thee for what our eyes have seen,—for in-
— stances of the riches of liberality abounding outof the depths
|- of poverty, which will at the day when the secrets and
ind motives of all hearts shall be made manifest, be to the
and S8 glory and honor of our benefactors.”
1nst ﬁ;"' “ 0 Lord God | we implore thy blessing on this chureh
led. and congregation. Wo trust that it is a vine of thin
nst R Own planting. Suffer it not to.be laid waste—Ilet it send
st B forth its boughs like the cedars of Lebanon—Ilet it bear
0 = fruit like the grapes of ¥schol—let the dews of Hermon
oW " descend upon it. Thou art visiting the earth with show-
ore ers of reviving grace. Let us not be like the fleece of
ren (Gideon which was dry while all around was watered.
em o Without thee we ean do nothing. Breath of the Lord!
the come and breathe on the dry bones: arm of the Lord!
wnd 8 awake! awake! quicken the hearts of thy people—ani-
BB mate their declining graces—stir them up to persevering
iies | intercession—may there be among us many wrestling
ith Jacobs, many prevailing Israels, who will not let thee go
om & cxcept thou bless them,” &e.
inc As has been suggested above, to excel in public prayer
dst O is by no means common. How seldom, indeed, is this
eep service performed in such a manner as to fix the attention

and impress the mind of the hearer ? How often, on the
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contrary, do prayers exhibit almost every species of fault,
in regard to the general spirit and manner, the topics
introduced, the careless, affected, drawling or hurried pro-
nunciation, the frequent repetition and perhaps irreverent
use of the sacred names, the introduction of unusual and
inappropriate words, and of highly figurative language and
allusions, of long and involved periods, of didactic and
controvertial matter, of labored deseription, hyperbole and
metaphor 7 How often, instead of a calm and -collected
state of mind, do we witness haste, effort and irreverence ;
and instead of what would be appropriate, a surprising
crudemess and flippancy in matter and manner, which
would not be tolerated in a sermon, and would be very ill
thought of in a closet ?

Another subject which, while in Princeton, he appears
to have studied with great care and fidelity, and with
great benefit to his own mind, and to his after usefulness,
was the character, vicarious sufferings, and meditorial
reign of our-Lord Jesus Christ. This subject interested
him too deeply to be passed without a thorough investiga-
tion, and the attainment of clear, seriptural, and satisfac-
tery views and convictions. His studies and meditations
on it, of which; besides one considerable essay, there are
among the papers of this period a variety of notices,
appear to have prepared him to give this great theme its
due prominence in his subsequent writings and ministra-
tions, There are among his sermons no less than twelve
on different parts of the character and work of Christ.

Passing other leading subjects of inquiry. which special-
ly engaged his attention in the course of his theological
studies, it remains to mention one of a different nature,
which deeply interested him before the close of his resi-
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dence at Princeton; viz., the state of the Protestant charches
in France and the valleys of Piedmonte; the facilities of nse-
fulness to them, and his desire if possible to devote himself to
their service. His mind was fully made up to the laborsand
privations of a missionary life, and in his inquiries into
the condition of the several nations of the earth, and the
means of access and usefulness to them, his own reflee-

% tions appear to have led him to select the above-mentioned '
= for the seene of his labors as a preacher of the gospel.

One of his letters on this subject, addressed to 8. V. 8.

. Wilder, Esq., then recently from France, and dated March
= 21, 1824, very fully exhibits his views and the state of his

feelings.
TuroLoc10AL SemiNary, Privogron, N. J,
Murch 21, 1824.
“ Sir,—A few weeks since I visited the city of New
York, carrying with me a letter of introduction from Dr.

. Miller addressed to yourself. Your absence from the city

deprived me of the opportunity of a personal interview

% with you. Upon my return to this place I took the liberty
= of writing you a letter, presuming that your kindness and
8 the nature of my inquiries would form a sufficient apology

for the trouble which a stranger was giving you. Not
having heard from you, and supposing that you have not
received my former letter, I shall here repeat the substance
of what it contained.

“For several months there has been revolving in my

2 mind a strong desire of devoting myself to the service of

the reformed churches of France. The once flourishing
condition of that formerly most fair portion of the Chris-
tian church, the havoe produced in it by the persecutions
of Lewis XIV., its subsequent declensions, and late hope-
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tul symptoms of recovery, give it an interest in the view
of every Christian who surveys the various nations of the
earth. An especial interest should Ae take in it, who is
just coming forward to lend his exertions to the extension
of the Redeemer’s kingdom, and who yet, disengaged from
all restraining connexions, should try.to consider himself
a citizen of the world, and therefore as much bound to
hear the claims of one country as another. When with
such feelings I further consider the vast importanece of
regaining those territories which have been lost since the
reformation, especially a country so rich in population,
resources, and influence, as France; and when the practi-
cability of doing it is rendered more probable by the
religious toleration enjoyed there, the present state of
indifference which appears in the Roman Catholic commu-
nion, and the increasing willingness to' hear gospel truth
which is found among the Protestant population. All
these facts make me unwilling to dismiss the thoughts of
France for the, in some respects, more pleasing prospects
of staying at home. But I should be unfit to stay at home
if, enchained by its ties, I was appalled at, and retreated
from the hardships I might expect abroad. In attempting to
obtain the information necessary to come to a proper decision
on the course to be pursued, I have met with much embar-
rassment. Intelligence respecting the religious condition of
France, the access which a foreigner might obtain to the atten-
tion of the people, in short, every thing I would wish to know
I have found very scarce. Lately I have scen a number
of the publications of the Continental Society ; extracts of
correspondence and reports down to 1822. The result of
the whole is an increased desire to proceed in the under-
taking. But how shall I be introduced into the country
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and supported there ? The Continental Society employs

‘he none but native preachers. The sums already expended
is 8 on.my edueation, and the equal claims of a large family,
lon S8 Joave me nothing to expect, at least at present, from my
om § father. Would you advise me to attempt in New-York or
jelf "898 Philadelphia, where I am best known, a private association
to "é’f of wealthy and spirited individuals, who would agree to
ith = support one or two agents, or does our distance from France
of & render impracticable the organization of a society like the
the 8 (Continental? Your advice in the whole busipess will of
on, 8 oourse depend upon some knowledge of the individual ad-
oti- S vised. Permit me then to say a few things concerning
the S8 myself: circumstances will I hope excuse the apparent

of S want of delicacy in doing so. My parents reside in the
nu- = state of Ohio, I have completed the course of collegiate

1th ‘ study, have been a member of the Theological Seminary
All - S8 in this place for nearly three years, and expect to be licensed
of W88 by the presbytery of Philadelphia in a few weeks. I have
ets 88 not yet finished my twenty-first year. My youth, though
me = disadvantageous in some respects, will enable me more
ted W easily to transform myself into a Frenchman in manners
'to B8 and speech. The most discouraging item is yet to come.
ion S8 I have very little knowledge of the French language. But
\ar- having 3 somewhat good memory, I expect no insuperable
Lof MM -difficulty on this score, provided my organs of speech are
en- S8 sufficiently flexible to adjust themselves to all the niceties
ow 1 of French pronunciation. If it were possible to get the
ber S charge of an English church in some part of France for

of (W88 two or three years, I might in the interim be acquiring the

of language, and whatever else I should find necessary; and

ler- at the end of this time, T should expect to dissolve all local

engagements and pastoral connexions, and going forth as
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an itinerant, to sow the seed of the gospel by the wayside,
or within inflosures, wherever there was soil to receive it; &
visiting the languishing and destitute churches; seeking &
out the remnants of Huguenot Societies, which I dare say =&

are still existing in many parts of the country, especially

the mountainous districts of the south-east. Circumstances

might determine me to use the subsidiary means of distri-

buting tracts, forming associations, translating or composing

religious books, &e. An undertaking of this kind, I deli-

berately expect will involve much self-denial and hardship ;
but in this way I should delight to spend my life. ~As yet
I have taken no step and made no arrangements for such
a mission. I venture to lay open my feelings and solicit
the advice of one whose knowledge of that country and its-
religious concerns, best enables him to give advice, and
whose attachment to a cause all Christians love, will I doubt
not, dispose him do it. Among other inquiries, had I
better be ordgined in this country, or going merely as a
licentiate, enter the ministry there, and thus secure the
confidence and interest of the native pastors ? Do the laws

at Montaubon ? Will it be necessary to be naturalized ?
These queries, with whatever else you may think impor-
tant, will you be so good as to answer ? 1t is not impro-
bable that immediately after my licensure (which will take
place about the 20th of April,) I shall visit New England,
and then I hope to have the gratification of secing you face
to face. I must not forget to mention that a classmate of
mine, Mr. Benedict, a young man of piety, fortitude and
decision, of good talents and popular eloquence, has recent- =
ly been very seriously thinking of associating himself with §
me, in my projected undertaking. About the first of June
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le, B T design to return to Ohio to visit my friends, from whom
R i X 5

it; S8 Y havebeen these three years absent. Before that time I
ng &

wish to have my mind decided on this subject. Your let-
say S ter and advice I expeet will have the principal weight in

lly 8 that decision. Though persgnally a stranger to you, yet
ces allow me to subscribe myself\yours in Christian affection,
ri- . | JosePH STiBBS CHRISTMAS.”
ng : To the above letter, it would be almost inexcusable not
Bli- "o add the following brief sketch of the state of religion in
Pi o IS rance, and the principal events respecting the Christian
yet ‘:profession, from the reformation down to a recen't period,
ich Sin connection with the facilities and encouragements for
cit - 8 such a missionary enterprise in that country, as hé had in
its v?v. It was written by him a few weeks before the letter,
nd and was designed for a periodical publication.

1bt : \THese papers show the cast of the author’s mind, and
LT SSthe clfaracter of his piety. The reader will perceive that
8a “Shis zeal, though adequate to any undertaking of Christian
the abor and self-denial, travelled no faster than his know-
WS edge ; that he took all due painsto acquire the information
iry equisite to satisfy his judgment and conscience; and that
d? 8 he did not communicate his project to others for their co-
or "W operation, till he had carefully surveyed the ground, and
ro-

~availed himself of every means of light within his reach. It
ke SSBwill appear afterwards how, in the absenceof any near pros-
“pect of being enabled to fulfill this favorite plan, he yielded

1ce to what appeared a very clear intimation of the will of Pro-

of vidence, and went another way. His views and feelings,
nd | however, raised an interestin the welfare of the Protestant
nt- Schurches of France, which has been increased, especially
ith [ SSERby the events of ,the. last year, and which, it is hoped, will
Ine

ioon lead to something like a fulfillment of his design,

«\
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“ It is to be regretted that, in the unexampled diffusion
of religious intelligence which has taken place within a few
years, so little is said concerning some of the most impor-
tant portions of the world. What we receive from Europe
is so purely English, that we never obtain more than a
sidelong glance of the continent. This is easily accounted
for, when we remember the hostile attitude in which the
British government has until recently stood with respect
to the ncighboring kingdoms. The noise of warfare and
battles having ceased, we begin to hear the milder accents

of Christian solicitude, ahd witness the nobler featsof Chris-'

tian exertion. It is my intention in this paper to make a
few remarks on the present condition of France. And
surely, in whatever point of light it is viewed, we could not
be summoned to a more worthy theme for contemplation.
Melancholy as the survey is, it was not always so. For a
hundred years after the reformation, France was the gar-
den-spot of the church, the fairest portion of Protestant
christendom. The influence of the Queen of Navarre, and
the apostolical labors of Calvin, Beza, Farrel, Viret, and
others, early obtained for the reformed doctrines a most ex-
tensive diffusion in that kingdom. The churches had each
a plurality of pastors, were Calvinistic in their doctrines,
and Presbyterian in their form of government. The innu-
merable vexations to which they were exposed from Popish
intolerance, were removed about the close of the sixteenth
century, by the famous edict of Nantz, issued by HenryIV.
The days which followed were too prosperous for the wel-
fare of the Huguenots themselves, (for so the French Chris-
tians were termed) and for the tranquil observation of their
Popish countrymen. The siege of Rochelle, in 1628, \was
the first signal for the violation of solema treaty ; the mas-

p i

RE

8 sacre, on St. B
| stance of sangu
- but the last s
"9 cation of the e
* human and di
 justice, was effe
“minister of Lc
Nébrcach of publi

' *-'f}gwho would not
~ the kingdom i
~about eight hu
"ments of their -

= ¥rance, into S
sand North Am
sylum from opp
BThe last order
.'-'idding them t
"Z;_f,\i;‘ere arrested ir
of soldiers wer
5"_-"}hem into the f:
~,§;rs murdered,
Many
astnesses of thy
hose bones lay
wellings. Thi

elty of demo
#hese transaction
arbarism itself,

'7‘4 . .
~lic demonstratio

orough work,
hurch of Frane




lon

ew

or-

pe

na

ted

the
iect
wnd
nts
T18-
e a
wnd
not
jon.
T a
zar-
ant
and
and
ex-
ach
nes,
mnu-
pish
mnth
1V.
wel-
Iris-
heir
was
nas-

REV. JOSEPH STIBBS CHRISTMAS. 39

sacre, on St. Bartholemew's day, in 1671, was the next in-

8 stance of sanguinary discipline inflicted by the %oly mother

but the last scene of the tragedy was reserved for the revo-

9 cation of the edict, in 1685. This violation of every bond,

" human and divine, of evéry obligation of clemency and
'ﬁjuqtice was effected at the instigation of Richelieu, prime
“minister of Louis XIV. The day after this nefarious
brcach of public faith, an order was issued, requiring all
%ho would not embrace the Romish communion to depart
tbc kingdom instantly. Multitudes, to the amount of
e bout eight hundrcd thousand, gathenn" up what frag-

~and North America, in Which countries they found an
“asylum from oppression. The Papists were not yet satisfied.
M'he last order was immediately followed by another, for-
.f___lddmcy them to quit the country. Many of the refugees
'eru arrested in the hwhways and seaports. Regiments
of soldiers were quartered in their houses, to dra qgoon
them into the faith. Their ?urches were shut, their pas-
tors murdered, their females violated, and their houses
rned. Many were the families who took refuge in the
astnesses of the mountains; but many more were they
hose bones lay burnt under the smoking ruins of their
SMdwellings. This is no exaggeration, unless the ingenious
S @ruelty of demons can be examerat,ed The report of
:l‘lhev transactions, which should have melted the heart of
barbarlsm itself, was received at Rome with the most pub-
Mlic demonstrations of j joy and thanksgiving. After such
horough work, where are we to look for the Protestant
hurch of France ? A remnant of oppressed people still
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remained after the fury of the persecution was over. They
could say, as they met in their place of worship, “ Here
Abaddie once taught "—* So many years ago Claude, or
Daille, or Pictet, or Saurin, preached here.,” But alas

those prophets were gone! and the residue of their spirit
rested not on_their followers. The stupor of the shock
they had received continued for more than a century. Infi-
delity -had, with an unseen hand, taken away the key-
stone which upheld the arch of empire. The storm of the
French revolution came. Its violence alike laid prostrate
the magnificent Romish cathedral and the humbler edifice
of the Protestant church. That troublous season passed
by ; and Bonaparte, with a liberality which reflects honor
on his political sagacity, granted the fullest toleration to
all parties. But the unceasing warlike operations of his
reign generated a military spirit, which exterminated every

other passion. The only education among the youth was

military ; and war, as a matter of course, became the pro-

fession of every young man. The tactics of this world
displaced all relish for the discipline necessary for the next.
Upon the restoration of the Bourbon family, all attention
to religion had so disappeared, even among the Roman
Catholics, that it was judged expedient to send forth a
host of missionaries who should beat up recruits to the

standard of the Pope. But among the majority of the d

people, the priest was despised, as the wretch of hypoerisy,
and the missionary as the agent of imposture. After all
that had been done, it is no unusual thing to enter a
splendid chapel, and find not more than a score of persons
attending mass.

“ The reformed have legal tolgration under the Bourbon
dynasty, but it is accompanied with many unjust restric-
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tions. No foreigner, for instance, can become a pastor in
their churches, and none of their preachers are allowed to
address more than nineteen persons, unless it is in a church

or a licensed house. It is but a few years since many of
"“the Protestants were massacred at Nismes. Of a popula-

‘tion of about thirty millions, two or threc millions may be

“panked among Protestants, who form five hundred and
-7 eventy congregations. Let a few facts guide us in an
“@stimation of their religious character. The Lord’s day,
he strict observance of which forms such an unfailing
Sriterion of Christian feeling, is in scarce any part of
~France, or even the whole continent of Europe, kept with
Mwhat we should term decent respect. Twenty theatres,
every Sabbath evening, throw open their doors to receive
Wthe giddy population of Paris, who are accounted very
“Wyeligious if they have attended a single service in the fore-
oon. In this Maelstrom of dissipation may the Protes-
'z‘nt as well as the Romanist“Be seen circling. A few years
nce a couple of clergymen quarreled: a challenge was

mssed, and accepted : they met and fought: neither was
illed ; and each continued to carry

[y

‘ Weekly to church his book of wicked prayers,’

ithout giving any offence to the public sense of decorum.
hese facts sufficiently indicate a laxity of morals, while
e appearances of a corruption of doctrine are still more
arming. The creeping pestilence, which is rightly termed
eolowy, has been moving among the clergy; and, like

$he simoom of the desert, wherever breathed, instant putre-

action takes place through the whole system. By this
8 meant a cold, heartless, God-denying heterodoxy, which
s nothing better than ¢ baptized infidelity.’
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18 in the German universitios, and from them it ia pradu geiiornttbont

e earth) is ox

ally extending its influehee, and many there are in Bwitze

land and France who have drunk in the poison at those

generally dbser
fountaine, 11 these things be =0, the Ualliean ehurehes

pxertions hive
must be in a deplorable eondition. The little leaven which mothod of tend)
should have leavened the mighty mnass, may be supposed to Rhey nre oulle

have nearly lost ite formenting qualities,  We would not, b Bt it i

however, say like the prophet Elijah, ready to die under the .
juniper mw:, that God has not a remnant left n.mnng that
people.  An animating process of renovation is at work.
Some of the agents employed, and the pleasing indieations

100868 {0 acehn
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“Must stand |
The most it

of sueeess ghall be mentioned, Buppert, a8

S\ « Among these may be ranked, ns one of the first, the
Bible Society of Parie, with ita forty or fifty auxiliaries,
established in the most important eitiea, Tt was ascertained
that for more than twenty years not a single edition of the
seriptures had been published in France previous to an im
pression printed by the British and Foreign Bible Society 4
Bible societies are now warmly patronised ; and when the :
agent from the Paris society proceeded to Lyons to esta
blish another there, the erowd was so immense that it wae

small number
re found in a f
Ry, M. Martin,
“Snd M. Mallan,
san publie. I
psom of the L
escrves the titt)e
0Id and faithful

found necessary to address them in the open air.  Roman If the odium o)
Catholies had objected to the diffusion of the seriptures in ._ .shu'tﬁ him up
the vernacular tongue, that they were not translated from ~ n mvx{;uim, fro
the authorized Vulgate. Versions from the Latin have ac irgh, they dare
cordingly been made by Professor Van Kss in Germany, Sl connection wi
£ and th‘o ‘Ramn de Sacy in France; men who are themselves *“The other lu
Papists in profession. ~&he unbounded

“ The missionary society instituted in the French metro Bt crowds wh

polis employs an .‘\.nmricnn, Rev. Jonas King, in Palestine; address from

i and, like all other missionary institutions, has re-acted the open fields
most beneficially on the churches at home. A mor OWD  persecutior

.
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1
a

;‘“" Saciiarnqttention to thethings which God is doing through

tren / o earth) ia exeited, and the monthly eoncert of prayer ia
hoae P nerally dbserved in the southern districts, Very groat
whes S xm-tiu;{u ||f|‘\'Qluu-n wade to introduce the Laneasterian
hieh Smethod of tenching, and schools for mutual instruction, ne
ed to Q‘\lmy are enlle are now very numerous.

not, L “But it is iiefly by the preaching of the gospel that Giod
r the hooses to aceOmplish every great moral revolution, and the
that Ipit

vork,

tlone ‘Must stand acknowledged, while the world shall stand

The most important and effectunl ganrd,
B Support, and ornament of virtue's eauge’

)

arles, small number of zealous and able ministers of the gospel
ained e found in a few of the most important posts in the eoun
f the TN y. M. Martin, of Bordeaux, M. Lessignol, of Montpellier,
nim '.. md M. Mallan, of Geneva, are not unknown to the Chris-
oiety, - Man public. In Germany, two men have arisen in the
o the  Bosom of the Roman Catholio church, each of whom well
esta “escrves the tittle of Leuconomasredivivus, Lindell, by his
b was Bold and faithful preaching of the gospel, drew upon him-
oman MIf the odium of the Popish ecclesiastics, who were about
o8 N 0 shut him up in a monastery for life. But receiving
from I invi{t‘ttiou from the Prinece (talitzin to go to St. Peters-
ve ac argh, Shey dared not detain him. He has since renouneed
nany, connection with the Romish chureh,

selves * The other luminary of the German church is Gossner.’

“%he unbounded popularity of this man of God attracts

netro- o ¥mst crowds wherever he preaches. He has been known
stine, address from twenty-five to thirty thousand persons
acted the open fields. His useful zeal was not long in drawing
more own persecution upon Mis head. He was thrown into

et
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In Rywitzerland, too, the labore of
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Catholie priest, named Boog, have been mneh ossed., A
work whieh he published, on justifieation by faith, eontaine
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the fonndations of the Chareh
The benevolent enterprize of Pritiel
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Ohristians instituted, in the year 1818, the Continental
Rooioty, whose ohject was to spread the knowledge of th

comel in France, by aesisting loeal preachers of an evan
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gelical stamp, and employing agents, who ghonld travers

the country in all
lasting gospel

divections, earrying with them the eve
Prom twelve to twventy of these laborious

stinerants have been in this manner constantly employed. T

many instances, they have been reseived with open arms b

the settled pastors, to whem they have been veeful in divect
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their evangelicaldiligenee.
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S fruth, T Hn;\-\ullvvu of Piedmont, st anered to every
)Innq 'm-u”m"inll, ”H'y 'l'l‘\"‘ \'i"“l'l' ”U' pvimi!ivn W!lll'!-"

SRer, n people who are now nhout eighteon thousand in

B ber, and who would hail the nssistance of gospel Inbor

e with transport, 'l'lu-y have heard of a songregation of
;‘mr hundred ghepherds on the French side of the Vyrenees,
j ho have had no minister sinee the tevoontion of the
Wlict of Nantz, but who still meet together svery sabbath
b' ) read the eeriptures and pray.
O (onnected with the Gontinental Hocioty, in a singular and
MReful clues of men, the Colporteurs,  T'hess are pions
S Wbting men, who travel through the villages with packages
Bibles, traeta, and pious books.  They visit from honse
b houee, inquiring for those who are destitute of the word
life; have mueh religious conversation with the inhabi
hte, nnd frequently drop a short exhortation to the little
mpanies that cluster around their package of Bibles,
hey usunlly eall on the Romish ourates, and have found
ny of them who had never seen a New Testament
bre I—n book which they have in many instances pur
Bnsod with eagerness,
2 From the preceding statements, it is evident that this
great nation,” a8 they have styled themselves, are in an
Mlteresting and hopefal condition. Never since the refor-
“Wation have the fiolds appeared whiter for the harvest.
hat a triumph to the Church would it be, if France should
B8 Christinnizod!  There is not a country on the globe
ich from ite location, resources, or influence, could be
more instrumental in the universal propagation of the gos-
Bl. Frenchmen have in our associations become 8o much
mnected with warfare and bloodshed, that we have almost
otten that they are immortal beings, and as suseeptible
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of a religious influence as any other people. In our en- 8 Mr. Christ
deavors to éxtend the gospel through the world, it becomes 1824, and pro
us not to overlook a nation who are highly civilized, who ““S8of the Preshyt,
have their language fixed, and the Bible tramslated, who Gospel. Her
are accessible, and many of them desirous to be taught, xperience, in
and who, once évangelized themselves, possess the means of ‘8ion, he says:
extending the blessing far and wide. An American would “engaged at, an
in that country find a much more direct way to the hearts ¥ had resolved
of the people than an Englishman. Why, then, does not  Sfleplored what
the American Church send her messengers of salvation to Buch an aliena
them ? Why have we no such institution as the Conti- = Wlace, as a few
nental Society of London? The maintenance of mission- " W'he gospel mii
aries in that country would be as cheap as in any part of " aversion, I nov
the world. We trust there are yeung men who are willing tmployment,”
to go upon so noble an enterprise; who, ready to spend S8 He had scar
their lives in the propagation of the gospel, would desireno | Sfrom the new 1
easier employment than to go forth und scatter the seed of Philadelphia, +
truth wherever there was soil to receive it. That singular I was,” he w
interest which the truth, faithfully declared, has, where it ‘ ping on a mis;
has been for a long while unheard and unknown, might be stant churche
expected ; and a generation of Frenchmen, it might be f this messeng
hoped, would rise up to bless the men who had sought the  “Slim to return
things which are Jesus Christ’s, while so many seek the ¥ hich he did.
things which are their own. France, which has been ferti a8 waiting the
lized more than any other country by the blood of martyrs, 8 himself to take
and signalized more than any other by the awful displays =8 ?Vi“g prayed,
of human depravity and the trumphs of irreligion—France, lends and mi)
we trust, is in a more remarkable manner than any other e fifth of Ma
country to experience the energies of Divine Graec. weeks the cong
J.S. 0. | having become |
“ Princeton, April T, 1824.” R Was ordained b
R August, 1824,
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Mr. Christmas left the Theological Seminary in April,
824, and proceeded to Philadelphia, to attend a meeting
of the Presbytery, by which he was licensed to preach the
Gospel. He read to that body a narrative of his religious
Sexperience, in which, alluding to the period of his conver-

mon, he says: “ Painting, which I had hitherto been muck
“@ngaged at, and which, with an enthusiastical attachment,

had resolved on as a profession, now lost its charms; I
eplored what I considered an idolatrous love of a fine art.
uch an alienation of affection. from my old pursuits took
lace, as a few months before I had considered impossible.
he gospel ministry, which had formerly been a subject of
version, I now began to think would be a most delightful
pmployment,”’

He had scarcely received his license, when a messenger
om the new Presbyterian Church in Montreal arrived in
Philadelphia, with a view to obtain him for their pastor.
I was,” he writes, ‘“ at this time exceedingly desirous of
ping on a mission among the scattered and destitute Pro-
stant churches of France. When I received the proposal
f this messenger, I was much averse to it, and persuaded
him to return to New-York and seek another candidate,
Swhich he did. Ina few dalq I received aletter, saying he
yas waiting there for me ; and shortly after he came again
himself to take me. I was reluctant and hesitating; but
Shaving prayed, and received the unanimous counsel of my
Sfriends and ministerial brethren, I went with him, and on
“Sthe fifth of May reached Montreal.” At the end of three
weeks the congregation gave him an unanimous call ; and
having become a member of the presbytery of New York, he
iwas ordained by a committee of that body on the first of
August, 1824. He now entered on a field of exertion, in
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which there wae very mueh to do, with a eonatitution no
natnrally vobuet, and whieh, it ie preanmed, wae alrendy in
oo degiee impaived ; and inoa elimate the extremes
of whieh he was not able to endure,  He, however,
]\'.\rt"\‘\\\‘\‘ with the epivit and fortitnde of a maptyr fir
four vears, and until hie physician warned, hid to e
move, or expeet a speedy tormination of hia it . He early
boeeame attached to his people, and deeply coneerned fi
their spivitual welfave, and for their sake atrnggled throngh
soveral periods of severe illnese, when every earthly vonaii
eration moved him to withdraw,  Kventa showed that he
had a great work to do there : and by temporary absenee,
travel, and vest, his exhansted strength was vegained, and
hie wonted vigor repeatedly restored,

T Jane, 1825, he marvied Miss Loniaa Jnk\n‘ danghte
of M. Peven Jones, of the eity of New York; whe, by he
piety, intelligence, and wisdom, her meek and affootiomate
spivit, ‘and the dignity and amiableness of her manners,
wae singularly well suited to him, and to the station she
was oalled to oeenpy

1is ministerial and pastoral labors were eminently bene
ficial to his peaple, throughout the whole petiod of his vesi
dence with them ; and especially in the early part of 1827
his church was greatly blessed and enlarged, by a powerful
work of the Holy Spirit. Aboutone hundred of those who ap
poared to be savingly benefitted, were added to that ehurch
Of various others belonging to different places and religious
connections, five or six were inhabitants of St. Andrew's,
a town about forty-fiye miles west from Montreal, to which
place he made a visit of four or five weeks early in the au
tumn when & similar work of grace commenced, and was pro
moted by his instrumentality, and about thirty persons were
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gdded fo the Churel,  Near the eloge of the same year, n
penewed religions attention appeared in his own congrega
tion, and about twenty were recognized as hopeful eonverts
The following brief' review of his prineipal lnhors while
: pnn!-n of that ehureh, mu& of some of their results, wos drawn
hp by him ehortly after hia removal thence
'ﬁu “ I have renson to bless God for the great good, direot
And indirect, which he has made me the means of doing.
hope I may number considerably above an hundred sonls
phverted through my instrumentality. 1 have improved
iy nequaintance, both with the Greek and Hebrew lan
ages, and have boen growing in the knowledge of the
inglish Bible, My mind has been enlightened and in-
tructed onmany points of Christian dootrine ; partioularly
lepravity, the will, natural and moral inability, and the
hature of the prayers of the impenitent.”

“ Among other labors 1 delivered several unwritten leo
res on ecelesiastionl history, in the Methodist chapel.
“2. A reries of Wednesday evening lectires on the
stles' oreed,

= 3. Construeted a biographioal chart for nineteen cen-

';-3 ries

¢ Eo

S £ 4, Wrote the report of the Bible Society for the year
nding 1826, (Published.)

Wrote the traot on repentance, No. 183 of the series
the American Tract Society, which God has already

essed to four individuals that I have heard of.”

“6. Wrotd an essay on the institution and perpetuity of
i#ho Christian Sabbath, of seventy MS. pages,) which was
Bubmitted for a premium, with, I believe, mn){g/.hfty others,
0 the committee of the Albany Presbytery.”

“7. Conducted a controversial discussion with a Catho-
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lie priest and a Catholic layman, in a publie print.  The

; \ : : nitent and 1
several pieces were afterwards republished in a pamphlet pe
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mmediate per

of sixty-four pages."”
“8, Wrote and published an * Appeal to the Inhabitants
of Lower Canada on the disuse of Ardent Spirits ;" after

the formation of the Temperance Society.”

“9. Wrote and published a discourse on the nature of
that inability which prevents the sinner from embracing
the gospel. 44 pp. 8vo."”

Succeeding the above is a list of the prineipal books he
had read during the same period, and a general view of his
entire studies in every department of literature and science, His essdyor

which he calls an estimate of his knowledge and ignorance, S84, Sabbath,d
o together with his plan for future acquisitions. pomnfittee m“‘
returned, owil

The tract before mentioned on repentance was written hat effect. 'l
in April, 1826. He says of it in one of his memoranda b him. e ¢
of that period, “If this tract is published T shall consider = =SS}, Lord, hon
it the most useful labor of my life.” The following notice  #SBonor the Lor
of it was communicated in the summer of 1828, at a con- ' ays, nor find|
ference of churches in necticut, by a delegate. “In a this effect
town not far from NeWHaven, in April last, (1828,) a nd it was th
pious father, passing the strcet, observed a paper partly bther pulpit ¢
covered with dust, which proved to be the tract No. 183 on =~ =88en the fourth (
repentance. He carried it home and read it to his family. .  8d the followir
The next morning his daughter read it, retired to her 888" I. That the
room, and formed a solemn resolution not to rest without : A bligation ; w]
that repentance which it recommends. Her anxiety and II. The ma
distress increased to such a degree, that her friends and 1 That we ;
neighbors were alarmed, and were greatly affected by the "SSganctification,
evidence they saw in her case of the operations of the SN = 2. Tt is to |
Spirit of God. It was not long hefore she appeared truI) aand business, |




REV. JOSEPIl STIBBS CHRMSTMAS, hl

The ' penitent and reconciled to God. Her brother and another
pRlel E young man were deeply affected by the scene; were con-
4 victed of theip-#ins, and soon hopefully converted ; and
. " at thoe time when this narration was given two others
after 1§ ~."-“§'*3‘of her friends were inquiring with earncstness ‘ what they
“must do to be saved.! This tract is recommended to the
o M “eader for his own benefit and for circulation. Tt exhibits
wesg :be nature of repentance in a clear and concise manner ;
~Sand presents the most affecting considerations to induce an

ks l'“‘ s immediate performance of the duty.

of his =Se.

ience, ' His essdyon the institution and perpetuity of the Chris-

rance, SS88ian Sabbath does not appear to have gained the award of the
| pomnfittee to whom it was communieated, nor to have been
sturhied, owing doubtless, to the want of directions to
ritten " SS8that effect. This was a subject of the most lively interest
rands “ 5886 him. Ie esteemed the Sabbath a delight, the holy of
nsider 8 he Lord, honorgble; and he was tenderly conscientious to

notice " #8Bonor the Lord during its sacred hours, npt doing his own
) con- o ays, nor finding his own pleasure. There are many notices
“In a p this effect scattered up and down among his papers;

'8,) a - Lnd it was the subject of a number of his sermons and
partly ether pulpit cxercises. In two discourses, in particular,
83 on bn the fourth commandment, written in 1826, he illustrat-
amily. " SSed the following positions:—

to her * ~ I. That the Sabbath is of divine authority and perpetual

ithout pbligation ; which occupies the whole of the first discourse.

ty and & II. The manner in which it is to be kept.

Is and =S 1 That we are required to prepare heforehand for its
ifeh- 3 -

by the SRS nctiﬁcation
of the =8 . It is to be sanctified by avoiding idleness, reereations
| truly SEE and business, and devoutly attending upon its appropriate

A\
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religious duties. He shows how it may be grofaned by idle-
ness, amusement and business ; and points out the principal
duties and services to be attended to.

His controversial discussion was begun in a public print
by a Catholic priest, who was excited thereto by a published
account of the recent revival of religion. In his replies to
the priest and his helpers, he made aspirited attack on the
errors of Popery, which soon put a period to the contro-
versy.

His appeal to the inhabitants of Lower Canada, on the
subject of temperance, was published in June, 1828, in an
octavo pamphlet, with the constitution of the Montreal So-
ciety for the promotion of Temperance ; and was widely
circulated. He exhibits in vivid colors the ruinous effects
of intemperance ; shows that the moderate consumption of
intoxicating liquors is dangerous and of no benefit; and
finally, that it is the bounden duty of every person entirely
to relinquish and abstain from such liquors, unless requir-
ed as medicine. The writing of this appeal was one of the
last services which he performed in that country; and it
has doubtless been extensively useful. In a review of it in
the Christian Spectator for October of the same year, the
writer says, ‘It is brief, pointed, and clear; goes the
whole length of utter banishment, and exhibits the most
compendious view we havemef with, of the great doctrines
of temperance which are gaining such prodigious currency.”

His discourse on the nature of that inability which pre-
vents the sinner from embracing the gospel, contains a clear
and satisfactory elucidation of that very important, and to
many minds difficult subject, and inculeates with singular
force the practical lessons which his doctrine naturally

suggests. He preached the substanc}e of this discourse in
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REV. JOSEPH STIBBS CHRISTMAS. 53
two sermons in December, 1827, and immediately after
published it by request of his congregation. It has been
pronounced by competent judges to be the ablest, most
% comprehensive, and best written discussion of this subject
« !whlch has ever issued from the press; and it is therefore
“inserted in this volume.

It may be suitable to mehtion here as belonging to this

riod, another tract communicated by him, and published
by the American Tract Society, being No. 252, entitled
o 2 Mary La Fleur.” It is a brief narrative of the conver-
",\»;alon of her whose name it bears, at the period of the revival
of religion in his congregation. She had been educated in
“the Romish system of her fathers, and no one could have
" had a firmer confidence in it. “ Bat,” says the writer,
“ the change in her was not too great for Him who made
her to accomplish. He did it by imparting a keener per-
ception of moral relations, and a quickened sensibility to
imoral truth. Thus it is that the influence of the Holy
Bpirit counteracts the delusion of sin, prepares the heart to
eceive the knowledge of Christ, and becomes an effectual
~“eorrective of the manifold forms of destructive error. No
= sinner thus enlightened can fail of seeing his own vileness,
his exposure to endless misery, his inability to satisfy the
justice of God, the free redemption through the cross of
Christ, and the necessity of personal holiness in order to
eternal salvation.” When the subject of this narrative was
taken by her Popish friends to the priest and required to
confees what they deemed her soul-destroying heresy, she said

| to the confessor ¢ that she thought it needless to recount her
$8ins to him, as she had already confessed them to Jesus
Christ ; and believed herself forgiven; but that she was
ready to give a reason of the hope that was in her; which
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e i mineh 1o the amiaeerment of the prfest, whio had never
Bhoard sneh views and feelings seprosasd 0 the s e
aional e ety Maontien! early in the simmer ol 1891
with some vt hope of aoain vopnining hie health ¢ bt
Anding KimeelE He0e Benefitted by teavel, he soliettod o dis
solution of his pastoral velation, fn whioh s chwreh and
conoropation were eonstimined to vaneny ¢ oand his sonnee
ton With them was diesolved ot n meeting of the preahy
tery in Uetobe At thie period, Ovtabier 10 e wiote the
following  memarandnm U this day 1 eommenes my
temporary residence in New Vork eity, towait and see wha
God will do e mes My with and our two ehildren with
muveel £ oare sesiding  with onr Bther and mother, My, and
Miye Jones to whose kindncdes wo are fndebted iy o howme
Auring this season of my inability to diseharge my pastoral
dutios,  After earrving the fivst prooCahivet of my ' Fare
woll ‘Lotter, to the printer, T ontered the meeting of the
proshytery on the fanrth day of fte session: Upon my ap
plication by letter, previonsly forwarded from  Danbury
the pastoral relation sabsisting between me and my people
i Canada has boen formally dissolved.  And thus fe my
Bark at once ent foose flom the place where it has boen
moored, amidset storme and calmg, for more than four years
prst

Ta the Joteer from the ehureh to the preshytery, conenr
ving in his roquest to be released, they say: ““In thus se
parating from our beloved pasto, while we are obliged to
cabmit to the painflal dispensation, we ean only add the ex
prossion of our anfoigned rogard for him, our satisfaetion
with the fithfal and able manner in which his ministry
has boen falfilled; our forveat prayers for his restoration
2o hoslth snd weefalness, and our solicitude that he ma
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e pver enjog the Divine benodiction”  On the other hinnd,
Y o honta sumumhl:- tosbitnony b thoir affoction, betdermens
QoY il lmukJn»nu fowarda bin, during his rosidones nenenng thetr,
bt e on Bis taking o Aunl leave of e

I

aid E 'he Billowing fa o poerk of hin lotter to the preshytory on
TIRE u‘lﬁ ovension, dated Dattbary, Conn., 11k Ontober, 1824
pahy o the Moderutor of the firat /'rrn/:.;/ln// uf New Vorl
n the

' g ey ereND BinUirewmatancos of o dotestio nnbre
what lly provent my. attendanece ob this meeting of the Proshy
with ! By, Dy this communiention I wish, in pursunnece of an
Lo Btention which | have duly made known to the purtios
hoie S Woncerned, 1o npply for a dissolution of the pastoral relation
vl A’ bhich 1 ot present sustain to the Amerioan Prosbytorian
Marve — @ociely of Montresl, Lower Canada,

Fthe 'f “You huve n right to know my reasons for tuking n
y A "' p #o important and solemm to thom and to me, and | mll
bt Slelly give them.  They are my present mnlnlny o dis-
ool tge the dutivs of the station, and the little probability
A that my health would ever he huHc it amidst the extremes of
hoen " telimate, and the toils imposed by the peouliar state and
- llnry pogition of the field of labor.  For three successive
! " rs I havo been annually prostrated by the rapid and de
wmowt SBllitating transition from the rigor of winter to the heat of
b o SMlmuwer, and ol liged to seck a renovation of health by ab
aed o o and travelling, Abowt fourteon months since, in view
R‘\ at tho repoated attacks by which my constitution and life

hetion

nistry

ration S

& ma)
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- endangered, I determined finally to leave the pro-
“Winoo, and returned to Montreal with the intention of doing
) without de lay.  While engaged in making the arrange
bots for such o measure, my health was suddenly and
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surprisingly restored, and such were the affectionate en.
treaties of my people for my continuance among them, that
I consented to make the experiment for another year, |
did o, |
The certificate of the high
est medical authorities in your eity, which I obtained in
the month of August last, has since become unneoessary to

crumbling verge of the grave.

convinee any one, that I must not only leave Canada, but
for some time, perhaps for ever, relinquish the much loved
duties of the ministry.”

The Farewell Letter, above mentioned, to his churel
and congregation, is inserted at the close of this volume, as
an expression of his mind and heart, which of itself might
suffice to secure for him the love and gratitude of all who
read it. It were superfluous to say any thing with a view
to add to the interest of his performance, or render any of its
passages more striking or impressive, -But the reader wil
congider the circumstances in which it was produced : afte
montlis of painful debility, and in the midst of anxious un
certainty for himself and his family ; at a distance from his
friendsand the scenes of his usefulness ; and, in short, whe
encompassed with causes of depression and gorrow. In thi
situation, like Paul in bonds writing to his Philippian

and Thessalonians, he wrote to his people an epistle which

few men in health would find it easy to write, and whict
few in a like case would so much as think of attempting,~
encouraging, comforting, exhorting, and warning them,
a father doth his children. Let the reader turn to I«
Thessalonians, especially the three first chapters, and I
will see with what feelings his soul was full. His church

But the trial has brought me to look over the ©
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ve en- he thick darkness of Popish error and delusion ; and he
1, that pared lest, after his departure, grievous wolves might enter
par, | among them, not spuring the flock.” He therefore gave
i the 58 $hem this faithful testimony; and with the earnestnoss
»hiu‘.l and eloquenco of Christian love, eounselled them for their
ied in o esent and eterrial good,

ury"” & Mr. Christmos now felt in a manner lost,—those official
Ay Dut Y

WWlations and duties, which both in sickness and in health
\ loved B excited and directed his utimost exertions, being dis-

’ ved, and his prospects of future health, employment and

churel ‘Wlefulness being obscure and disheartening. Instead,
ume, ot S iwever, of yielding to despondency and gloom, he at once
might mmons up all his energies, and as it were with his eye
dl who

on the opening grave, b®ins his pilgrimage anew, resoly-

o "i“_'“ not to waste or lose a moment that remained to him.
1y ofits ﬂuﬂvcry day that his pastoral relation was dissolved,
ler wil gommenced in a quarto volume the notices above quoted
1: afte is principal studies and writings while in Canada, and
ous un ¢ the beginning of the book wrote the following : —
‘rom his ®hough convinced by painful experience of the futility
't, wheo fere resolutions, still as all that is valuable and perma-
In thi W8 in character is founded on fized principles, which
lippian y man must have, and which most men will find it be-
y which “s8lleial to record and review, I proceed to express what
| which it to be the leading principles of my life, and which, I
ting,~ Iy God, may be transcribed in my future history.

hem, ¥ S8 devote myself and all I am, to the glory and service
| to 1st od, whose I am, and whose I have professed to be in

and b , for time and eternity. .
church

S That I may best serve him, I am bound to promote

b twen!] SUME preserve the perfection of my corporeal, intellectual,
led with moral nature,

E
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“ Bodily health T have learned to be indispensable to

i acquirement n\d communieation of knowledge.
€ “ 1 will ever be a learnor ; study first those things whicl

are of greatest importance, and will ever consider strengt) |

and diseipline of mind preferable to a mass of knowledg here Mr, ('

and holiness of heart more desirable than an accumulation sruited and

of learning.” . -
y ! regrs

swhigregation 1

He continued to write in this book oceasionally, till new  SSgge, Mre
the close of 1829, of passing occurrences, plans, and hints s et Hi"“'"
of *“ things to be done,” his feeble and discouraging stat Moo, Kurly i
of health, and the means of relief. Bord's dNV,‘ &
" It remains very briefly to sketeh the subsequent event: bvero Bu‘”cn."‘
| of his life, r meck subm
In December, 1828, he prepared for a voyage, as chaplai ¢ faith and p
of one of the public ships, which he hoped might benef tal piety, hor
his health, But there being more delay before he coull d her H{ump
sail than was consistent at that season with his feeble state, ption and the
he sailed early in January, 1829, for New Orleans, as agen L'he reader n
for the American Bible Society. Finding himself, on v~ Sjnt upon sen
arrival there, unfavorably affected by the climate, and istmas. N
unable to speak in public or make any considerable effor Sheart and mi
any way, he soon returned. On reaching his family, I : experience ¢
found that his youngest daughter had been ill during hi life than thos
absence, and was now near death. On the seventh d ' fail at times
April she was taken from them, aged six months, A for bve to weep tl
days subsequent to this event, their other daughter, the
nearly three yoars old, was taken ill, and after a fortnight:
struggle with disease and pain, was likewise removed o
Lord's day morning, May third, as if in anticipation ¢
‘the release of both her parents,
Owing to these afflicting occurrences, and the fatigu
and anxiety attending them, the health of Mrs, Christos &

llf] nll‘o'u]y b
ut slightly be
itation from

e AN S S

No worthier t
Muoting the fol
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nble to had already begun perceptibly to decline; and his being

but slightly benefitted by his voyage, they aceepted an in-
s which itation from their endeared friend Mr. Wilder, to pass
trength jhe summer at his residence in Bolton, Massachusetts,
wledge, Where Mr. Christmas’ health was in a considerable degree
wlation

| ;;Qoruiu'd. and he preached to a newly formed church and
~@ngregation in that place, and was urged to become their
till near  “Mator, Mrs, Christmas, however, it was soon apparent,
d hint ' s fast sinking under the effects of pulmonary consump-
g stak «' bn.  Karly in July they returned to this city, and on the

‘Bord's day, August ninth, after a rapid decline and much

, event ere suffering, having glorified her God and Saviour by

r meck submission, her joy in the promises of the Gospel,

shaplaic r faith and patience, her repeated testimony on behalf of
benefi

tal piety, her perfeot readiness and willingness to depart,
d her tYiumphant confidence in Him who is the Resur-
ption and the Life, she fell asleep.

T'he reader may imagine the tendeney of this bereave-
ot upon sensibilities and affections like those of Mr.
Qliristmas. Never were two persons more perfectly united

i@ coul

ile state

as ngmu
, on Iy

te, and

le effor fheart and mind, in taste and judgment, in their views
nily, b d experience of religion, and in the whole aim and purpose
ring he ; ife than those now separated. The cup of grief could
enth 0 fuil at times to overflow, and at intervals he went to the
A foy fve to weep there. ¥

er, ther g o, 2 AR

rtnight

oved o 8 No worthier tribute can be paid to their joint memory, than
ation (0N noting the following passage from a sermon on the advan-

of Christianity over all other religions, which he preached
he second Sabbath preceding that on which his own death
irred. This was the last sermon that he wrote ; and by his
orsement on it, it appears that he wrote it on the twenty-

y fatigw 4
(hristos 8
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He had one unfailing resource, the throne of grace, to
which he constantly repaired ; and he now realized the in-

estimable advantages of a well regulated and disciplined ’.
mind, by which he was enabled to regard events in their %

proper connections and relations, and to engage himself in
duties of active obedience, instead of being paralyzed with
sorrow, loneliness, pain, and discouragement. From some

indications of returning health, he felt that Providence
might have something yet for him to do, and he girded

sixth and twenty-seventh of February, 1830, on one of whici
days it is known that he took a walk to the place where his de-
parted companion was buried. Having contrasted the principal
systems of false religion with Christianity, he dwells on the
peculiar consolations and hopes of this divine religion, and in-
troduces the following illustration :

“] saw a mourner standing at eventide over the grave of one
dearest to him on earth. The memory of joys that were past
came crowdinglon his soul. ‘And is this,’ said he, ‘all that re
mains of one so loved and so lovely? I call, but no voic
answers. Oh! my loved one, wilt thou not hear? ©h, death’
inexorable death! what hast thou done? Let me too die. |
would not live always. Let me lie down and forget my sorrov
in the slumber of the grave.’” While he thought thus in agony,
the gentle form of Christianity came by. She bade him look

upward, and to the eye of faith the heavens were disclosed. H =

saw the ineffable glory of God. He heard the song and tb
transport of the great multitude which no man can numbe
around the throne. There were the spirits of the just made per
fect; there the spirit of her he mourned. Their happiness wa
pure, permanent, perfect. The mourner then wiped the tear
from his eyes, took courage, and thanked God. ¢ All the day

 RE

of my appointed time,’ said he, ‘ will I wait till my change come: ==

and he returned to the duties of life, no longer sorrowing & 8

those who have no hope.” . 3

i
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mself anew for any service to which he might be called,
axious only to fill up what remained of life in such a
anner as to be every moment ready for its termination.
In the course of this season he wrote for the City
emperancéSociety an admirable “ Address to Physicians,”

fapted to enlist their zealous co-operation in behalf of
| Bat cause. He also wrote for that society an appeal “ To

ers,” tending to dissuade them from selling intoxicat-
liquors ; and likewise for the American Tract Society

g B¥eral prize handbill tracts, which were aceepted and pub-
ished.
: S About the first of October he accepted the unanimous
‘@l of the Bowery Presbyterian Church and congregation

be their pastor ; and was installed as such on the four-
nth of that month. Here his ministerial and pastoral
s were in all respects abundantly aecceptable, and be-
8 being the means of the conversion of several of his
ers, his instructions, prayers and example, in public
private, were eminently such as to benefit his people,
rapidly to extend the sphere of his agency and ip-
goce. In the midst, however, of his usefulness, and
n hope was entertained that his health might be
ely re-established, he was after a brief illness suddenly
ed hence on Sunday morning, March 14, 1830, aged
aty-six years and eleven months,
Having perfect possession of all his mental faculties, he,
full view of the near approach of death, employed
ral hours in devotional exercises and conversation. He

_pryed especially for his parents and other relatives, for his
he days s

'e come:

rch, and for the interests of Zion generally. He said

thad lately felt more than ever the value of the soul,
| that in order to a moxg zealous and faithful perfor-

<
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mange of hin dutiva ne a minieter of the gospel, he had =3 In attemptin
dedicated himeell anew to God; and had eommenced o A, it sooms
'

couree of visiting, exhortation, and prayer among  hic 8 snder and wol
people, when he took the eold which bronght on his present I foaturos wo
ilness Wentlencss and
Finally, having satisfaotorily replied to varions inguiries nner, which
respecting hie foelings in view of the divine perfeetions B, and woro o
and government, and his hoper in the prospeet of death B Ho seomed t
having expressed his unwavering confidence in the atone Bual perfootior
ment and mediation off Christ, and hia joyful hope of the e caso and 1l
glory of God, he deliberately and with a peeulinr solemnity of tho covoral po
and fixedness of mind, reviewed his whole lite, and re MOny, and his w
counted the |\rinv/i)¢f2 oventa of it, expecinlly after he he -t h readiness a
gan to preach-the gospel.  He oconsionally pansed, and - S8ling like offort,
froely confossed and condemned what appeared to have - S8 his conversat
boen wrong in feeling, motive, or action, in the progress of — SEting him, on(
~Nis history ; and he gratefully acknowledged and devoutly -~ 5o singlo rosp
praised God for the varied and manifold goodness which = ination, rea
he had experiedoed, and especially rendered thanks for the i: Woidably forg
divine blessing which had been vouchsafed on his labors  H88el of art, we
at Montreal, St. Andrews, and other places. Having B8 divided, but
finished this review, he turned his thoughts to the glorions Its from th
method of salvation revealed in the gospel, which for some ~ @8bination,
time engrossed and absorbed his whole attention. Being At was doubtl
nearly exhausted, and soarcely able to articulate, he said, BWPpy constituti
“ 1 commend my soul to the Lord Jesus Christ, who, as | MR associations
trust, sanctified and saved my dear departed wifo, and who, " Same feliei
I doubt not, has received to himself also my two children, SBation and co
whom 1 now expect soon to meet in glory.” He continued = 8 mployed it t}
in alternate prayer and praise till his hand, falling on his s of ideas wh

breast, gave notice that he had ceased to breathe. oribed, like a
essential cons

/
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hadl In attempting n survey of the charactor of Mr. Christ
ol n SN, it mooms proper first to observe that in person he was

hie pnder and well proportioned, with a finely formed head
snont e fonturos wero regular and benatiful, and there was o

ptlencss and benignity in them and in his voics and

tiries Wanncr, which had their effect on all who saw or heard
tione B, and wero a happy index to his mind and henrt
anth Mo seomed to possess the various mental faoulties in
tone Sal perfection, and to cultivate each and all with the
' the 8o onre and the same success,  There wassueh a balance
nnity ho revoral powers, they operated with such ease and har
d ro Mony, and his whole intelleotual strongth was put forth with
o he  #lh readiness and facility, that there searcely appeared any
|, and  Mling like effort, eithor in the employments of his study,
have - M his conversation, or his publio ‘exercises, In contom
ons of " pMting him, one digd not think -of a youth precocious in
routly ~ Bme ringle rcnpm-.t,,:ur of n man exoelling in the power of
which T8 ination, reason, invention, or judgment, but almost
s the  MEAvoidably forgot all such distinetions ; as in viewing any
labors medel of art, we think not of the parts into which it might
aving B ,dividwl, but are occupied with the impression which

oriou pults from the completencss and simplicity of a just
smome pbination.

Beine it was doubtless owing, in some degree at least, to this
 aaid, Ppy constitution, physical and intellectual, that his men-
v asl B associations and exercises were, as if' by a natural Jaw,
| who, @Ehe same felicitous cast. He possessed the power of as-
Idren ation and combination in a very high degree; and he
Mnued #employed it that the distinet and comprehensive associa-

s of ideas which were established in his mind, might be
Beribed, like a well written essay or sentence, as wanting
essential constituent, and comprising on the one hand

on his

/
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nothing unsuitable or superfluous, and on the other the
vivid pereeptions of the understanding, in connection with
the requisite touches of imagination and taste, ,‘
He was exceedingly qhick to perceive the relations and
proportions of ohjects, whether physical or mental.  There =

« It was casy
harded by hi
ews and assg
poupied it, tal
pre as if moul
seemed to be spontancously a justness, completeness, and V knowledge
Mencry, his p
By be presun

p establishme

methods. Which was indi
W : " 2 2B A2 e " » H ) y »
This harmony of his mental powers was only heightened, 8Bd which at a

and, as it were, attuned by his affections, which were as SR forth in
constantly exercised as his intellect.  Whether it was from S, 000 2 aco0i,
habit or from original tendencics, this joint exercise of the in- " SSS88d by all thos
telleetual and moral powers was very conspicuous in him. It = SSSrds formed ;
scemed to be against the law ofhis being to regard or medi- -~ SS88ngo of the bes
tate upon any thing apart from its moral relations; while =% pen or pene
at the same time he had the liveliest sensibility to truth, =588 impressions
rectitude, propriety, and whatsoever is good and lovely, and unsophistic
an entire aversion to every thing of an opposite character. = were imp:

These brief hints maf prepare the way for a more parti iBearcs, or the
cular delineation of sompe of the features of his character, At the most ¢
the details of which are suggested by the recollections of an S8 religion was
intimate acquaintanceship and an attentive perusal of his  “SSFposes and af
writings. : ain the in¢
1 hite interest

The first and most obvious characteristic to be noticed  SElFe was a supi
is, the remarkable purity and simplicity of his mind. No De exercise
one who knew him could fail to be impressed with this trait,  “@88God in com|

or to perceive how strikingly it was in keeping with the  PMSSion, and his
natural delicacy of his perceptions and feelings, his reli- “SSSPpiness of lea
gious principles and habits, and the rectitude, benevolence, "SR - view of t]

constancy, and decision of his character.

harmony, in his first views and impressions, and by follow
"ing them he came rapidly to results, to which minds dif
forently gifted would arrive only by slow and eirenitous « =8

b~



i the
y with

18 and
Tlh\l'n‘
s, and
follow
da dif

mitous

itened,
vere as
18 {rom
"the in.
im. It
+ medi
. while
y truth,
ly, and
racter.
¢ parti
aracter,
18 of an
L of his

noticed
d, N
i8 trait,
ith the

s reli
yolence, 8

REV. JOSEPH BTIBDS CHRISTMAS, 65

- It was casy to perccive that his mind was fortified and
parded by his principles, and- enriched with congenial.
ews and associations, The associations which so largely

poupied it, taking their rise from leading classes of objects,
gore as if moulded and harmonized, one suit after another, as

knowledge was extended. Thus his taste for natural

goncry, his perception of the beauty of material objects,
@Ay bo presumed to have presented the first oceasion for

p establishment of a class of associations, the presence of
ich was indicated by his efforts at drawing and painting,
d which at a subsequent period the imagination partially
died forth in poetry.
These associations, doubtless, were strengthened by time,
d by all those respecting other subjects, which were after-
rds formed ; for in his mature years he had an exquisite
pse of the beauty of the works of ereation, and could with
pen or peneil impart his vivid and accurate perceptions
| impressions to others. Neither his natural simplicity,
unsophisticated taste, nor the justness of his percep-
were impaired by the progress of time, the increase
es, or the influence of books and society.
At the most critical period of his life the divine influence
religion was interposed to regulate and sanctify his
poses and affections, to supersede the love of art, and to
ain the indulgence of imagination. A new world of
nite interest and endless prospect was opened to his view.
@ was a supreme objeet of perfect excellence, and scope
the exercise of every affection. The love and service
God in compliance with the gospel became his ruling
ion, and his soul was bent on the purity, holiness, and
piness of heaven.

n-view of these observations, though they cast but a

]
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feeble light upon the subject, it will not be thought strange
that remarkable purity and simplicity of mind is aseribed
to him. It has been attempted rather to show how well
this trait comported with his mental constitution and
habits, than to do justice to it as a feature of his character,
It gave a charm and a lustre on the one hand, to his amia-
“bléness and his piety as an individual, and on the other, a
dignity, and even a venerableness to his character and
example, as a teacher and minister of religion. It appeared
spontaneongly in all his thoughts, words and actions, in his
conversation, manners and deportment, in the intimacy of
private frimf@ship, and the engagements of publie life.

This feature of his mind may be observed every where
in his writings; not only in those respects in which it
would be most obvious to notice it, but in lis method of
treating his subjects, not only in the absence of whatever is
incompatible with it, but in the simplicity of his views, and
the sanctifying tendency of his instructions.

It scarcely needs to be observed how great an advantage
he enjoyed in this respect, over those who in early life give
undué scope to some passion, fall into some vicious habit,
or. yield to the temptations of bad example; and whose
imaginations and feelings become vitiated and ungovern-
able. Kven should they come to possess unquestioned
piety, the-retrospect of such things must be painful, and
their influence will be likely in many ways to be pernicious,
notwithstanding the utmost efforts to discipline the mind,
restrain the fancy, and regulate the thoughts and feelings.
Happy they who determine from their earliest youth reso-
lutely and perseveringly to resist every temptation, to res

pect themselves and their immortal destiny, and to guard
every avepue to their minds against the intrusion of evil

e
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nge Happy they who know least of the evils which exist in the
bed orld, whose minds have not lost their native niodesty and
well diffidence, and who have not deceived themselves, nor been
and deceived by others into the false and pestilent opinion that
ter. " whatever is evil and corrupting, to be hated and shunned,
nia- "'»fi-needs only to be heard or witnessed.
Ty A Tt occurs next to mention the pervading influenceof his
and ~iety, as worthy of distinet consideration.
wred 8 The spirit of Christian piety, of love to God, benevelence
his : man, and universal obedience, pervaded his character
vy of _and constituted the eclement of his feelings, purposes and
nduct. He exhibited in this respect a consistency f
here racter in all the relations he sustained, and the changes
h it e experienced, which is lamentably rare. It appeared
d of /5886t merely in his devotions and other religious exercises,
eris Bt in his constant walk and conversation, his habits and
.and ~ Smployments, his temper and deportment, his conscien-
“ousness, humility and self-denial, his prudence, consider-

itage ness, and care to avoid evea the appéarance of evil.

give "M Religion occupying the sources of emotion, the springs
abit, ‘action, reigned in his affections and sympathies, and
rhose mped its impress on his opinions, habits, and manners.
vern- b one could for a moment imagine it to be secondary to
oned y other influence or object, whether regarding him in his
, and lividual, social, or publiccapacity. Far from consisting
ious, an insulated set of notions and feelings, to be called up
nind, certain occasions, it held a supreme sway, and was the
lings. psen and all sufficient means of his happiness ; happiness

reso- ing from the state of reconciliation, the harmony ex-
0 res ing between his feelings, desires and purposes, and the

v

guard S ine perfections, laws and requirements, Hence his de-
" evil. \SSght in all the duties and exercises of religion, public and
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private, especially in that of prayer; and the utter insuffi
ciency of all other means of enjoyment and objects of pur-
suit,

The same order and simplicity prevailed in this respect =5
as)in the rest of his character. The things of religion lay S hich, though
in his mind in their due relations, connecting the high in- D reclaim anc
terests of the soul aund of eternity with the duties and ;e world fror
privileges of every hour; and with all their influence con- “@bergy in the
straining him to have nothing else to do, no object of de- Present duty ;
sire or pursuit but to glorify God by active obedience and ~Bind, which er
patient suffering. - doth not b

He diligently studied the books of seripture and of provi- E “bt easily |
dence ; and while his mind was entirely made up in regard '
to the doctrines and requirements of religion, as well a;
the necessity of practising it in order to salvation, he felt
that to serve and glorify God by obedience, was alone
worthy the pursuit and consistent with the present and
future happiness of a rational and accountable being.
The great themes of revelation were present to his mind
in their connection with the glory of God, and the charac-
ter and destiny of man. An enlightened apprehension of
the method of salvation, the wonders of redeeming love,
the infinite revenue of glory to be secured by the divine
government from the agency of creatures ; and on the other

gaged his
hat boundles
hich was dis

regard; th
2 of God anc
fish feelings,
those brigl
ngly be per
B one hand, a
ors and illus
8 and lesson

A g L d sen
hand, a lively and humiliating conviction of the prevalence 6, and
? . . o - : bject and m
and the evil of sin, the miserable condition of the impeni .
tent world, and his own personal obligations to be holy, ) Which, e
y » nest and con

and to lay himself out to diffuse abroad the influence of
Christian love, and the blessings of salvation ; such wer

the solemn and heart-stirring considerations in view of . =
wlu.ch he thought and acted. . It was I?Ot the contracted S overhis con
project of a party, nor any thing peculiar to a sect, that 3 o say that b
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[ pur-

ngaged his affections and characterized his piety; but
hat boundless philanthrophy, benevolence, and good will,
hich was displayed in the mission of the Saviour, and
which, though it embraces the whole universe, and secks

i p reclaim and save the whole race of man, and to deliver
L sad b the world from wickedness and misery, yet exerts all its
& s “@pergy in the patient, humble, self-denying performance of
of do present duty ; it was that love which suffereth long and is
Bind, which envieth not, vaunteth not itself, is not puffed
h, doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not its own,
not easily provoked, thinketh no evil, rejoiceth not in
iquity but rejoiceth in the truth, and never faileth.
las ! that this spirit should so seldlom have a decided
d uniform sway, over the temper and conduct; that
ligion should so seldom supersede all other objects
regard; that the exercise of the affections in the

¢ of God and his kingdom, should not oftener extinguish
fish feelings, and confer that degree of pure enjoyment

d those bright anticipations, with which nothing would
lingly be permitted to interfere. Alas! that apathy on
one hand, and false zeal on the other, zeal arising from
pors and illusions of the imagination, disregarding the

g and lessons of experience and the sober dictates of

pd sense, and requiring novelty and extravagance, both
pbject and method,—should ever usurp the place of that

7, which, engrossing the heart, employs itself in the
nest and commonest duties, and in unceasing efforts of

dience to all the commands of God.
S Another feature of his character deserving to be dis-

tly mentioned, was seen in tMe influence of his princi-
overhis conduct. '
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a faint impression of what is intended. It seemed essen-
tial to his satisfaction to perceive and feel the obligation,
reason, or principle, in compliance with which he was to 3
act. It suited his views and feelings to dwell on the laws
and precepts of the Bible, as rules of conduct lof divine au. =
thority and perpetual obligation. He delighted in the
law of God, and, in the performance of duty, derived b place to fic
pleasure from knowing and perceiving that God, in his B ) is charact,
boundless wisdom and goodness, required it. He had no . ety of his
idea, as he somewhere writes, of happiness apart from holi- g = < placed
ness, nor of holiness apart from intelligent obedience, the b, favor an(
doing of known duty in view of the true reasons for it, the = Bhere was tha
performance of right acts from right motives. Hence he oo .q.q -
studiously gave to his principles, and to the great truths —SSg,c. o1 Rt
and facts of reason and revelation, all possible sway over S upon feeli
his feelings and conduct; and his mind rested on them kst ho was no
with unwavering confidence. ~ And hence, what has seem- 0., by mor
ed strange to many, the perfect inflexibility of his charac =SS Tt were 4 sal
ter, the constancy of his purpose, the firmness of his reso . SSBd feelings
lution, when called on to meet any question of principle. e 0, npar(: ;'m
And hence, also, the independence of his mind, the cour 88 eross, and |
age and confidence with which he investigated every sub- “gon the truth,
ject for himself, and followed evidence wherever it led = unseen wo
From what has already becn said, the reader may easily SSeditations pro
imagine how well he knew what constituted evidence, and ~ Sm the mind,
how much satisfaction the perception of it afforded him. . SSlms, captivate
It was not enough for him that others believed, allowed, pel, and can
or practised ; he was not content until he saw the reason, 5’_ ying obedier
and his hands as it were handled the evidence. This with ge and hono,
his love of truth, his reverence of the divine authority, and ) lowers of him
his sense of obligation, guarded him against rash conclu i 1 addition t
sions, and led him cheerfully to renounce whatever he 12ins to ment
: worthy of in

ound to be
in accordanc
There was
nd aims, cor;
“ind, which

: ver his feelin
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esseo- SSBfound to be erroneous, and to adopt what he found to be
gation, SR, sccordance with the law and the testimony.
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was t0 S8 There was a directness and steadiness in his perceptions
e laws 8 nd aims, corresponding to the integrity and constancy of his
ine au- = “wind, which tended togive his principles a uniform sway
in the " ger his feelings as well as his conduet, and which allowed
lerived mo place to fickleness, ambiguity, or indecision. This part
in his f" his character was advantageously manifested in the great
had no “Wariety of his experience in the different situations in which
n holi- was placed ; in the alternations of prosperity and adver-
ce, the by favor and opposition, ease and suffering, joy and grief.
it, the  Mhere was that about his temper and deportment in these
mee he » versified circumstances, which could not fail to satisfy
truths ~ Bose who were intimate with him, that it was his reliance,
y over pt upon feelings but principles, that sustained him, and
. them = Shat he was not less under their sway and influence when
i seem-  Simseen by mortal eyes, than when in the midst of society.
charac . SR It were a salutary exercise for any one of kindred views

is reso . ld feelings, to follow such a mind into its retirement ;
nciple.  “Mliere, apart from the world to lay its cares at the foot of
e cour p cross, and by faith in the principles and facts of reli-
ry sub- Jgom, the truths and promises of the Bible, to converse with

it led = unseen world and worship God. The exercises and
easily  "WMeditations proper to such an occasion, are adapted to trans-
se, and MM the mind, raise it above all selfish interests and pas-
d him . SSms, captivate it with the purity and benevolence of the

llowed, pel, and cause it to realize and feel that the yoke of self-
reason, pying obedience and patient suffering, is the highest pri-
is with ilege and honor to be attained or desired on earth, by the
ty, and  " dollowers of him who loved us and gave himself for us.

concle- I8 n addition to these general views of his character, it
ver kel mains to mention some particulars in which his example

worthy of imitation.



MEMOIR OF THE
W

1. In regard to the leading object and purpose of his
life.

The one single object for which he lived, was to glorify
God, by obedience to his will. This he kept in view in all
his plans, designs, and efforts. It was obedience as a mat.
ter of personal and indispensable obligation, which modified
and gave point to his purposes and exertions,

In one of his acts of self-dedication, he thus begins : |
devote myself to the glory and service of God:" and from
numerous indications in his writings, it is evident that this
was the particular view which he cherished, and to which
he constantly had reference. Far from considering reli.

gion a mere matter of privilege to be passively enjoyed, he

felt the force of those precepts which require universal and
perpetual obedience ; and having cordially enlisted in the
service of God, he surveyed the field of effort, considered
what was to be done, and especially what he was to do, and
applied himself to the performance of his duty.

He was aware that the purpose for which he lived requir
ed not only labor, perseverance, patience, and faith, but
likewise self-denial, and a constant warfare with the power:
of evil. Nevertheless, he chose it, and continued to choost
it, with all the efforts and sacrifices it involved, and wa:
never more disposed to abound in effort and self-denial,
than in the last weeks of his life. He closes the sermon
preached a fortnight before his death, on the advantages ol
Christianity, already referred to, with the following sen
tences :

“ Christianity is all I want. It meets my case as a siv-

ner, as a sufferer, as an immortal being, as a creature de =
sirous of happiness. It supplies every want, anticipates
every desire, fills the soul, and in the end saves the whoic}
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I am rationally and fully convineed by its evi-

puce, 1 believe the promises of this holy book, the word

God. 7 will yield myself in obedience to its precepts.

will do my utmost through life to spread its trivmphs. 1
hope for its consolations in the darkest night of sorrow ;
d in the dissolution and wreek of nature I will cling to
last plank, assured that it will earry me through the

Irging billows, to the peaceful shore of eternity. So may

; and to God shall be glory evermore, through the
its of the Lamb that was slain.”
is singleness of purpose had many advantages. 1In
eral, it left but one question to be determined, namely :
hat was it his duty to do? Its paramount sway and
pence tended to counteract and prevent the risings-of
shness, to exclude all sinister views and objects ; and to
him to study and imitate the example of the Saviour, to
be his spirit ; to dwell on the design of his mediatorial
and government, and constantly to renew his deter-
ition, whatever course others might pursue, to do all in
power to advance the interests and honor of truth and
POUSNESS.
was in comformity with his object, and his views, that
$ ever anxious to perform what he undertook, in the
manner he was capable of. He spared no pains with
ot to matter or manner, either in his preparations, or
 performance of duty. He kept his eye steadily on
ject, as conscious of the divine inspeetion, and anxi-

8 Lo be accepted in all that he did. He took great pains

cipline his mind by systematic studies and exercises ;

that he might neither lose any time, nor be unprepared

8 public services, when his state of health would not

t him to write, he often dictated his sermons to an
F
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amanuensis. There arec among his manuscripts a consider-
able number which were written in this way, chiefly wheu

travelling or at some place of temporary sojourn, and when
such efforts, though doubtless in his opinion very necessary,

must have been very difficult. These sermons do not appeir
to be inferior to those generally which he wrote himself
They bear all the marks of his habits of thinking and his
style of composition.
He likewise, when feeble and depressed and in danger of
growipg inactive and useless, was in the habit of reading
id\daily, and other works of similar tendency, in order
to sustdin and preserve the powers and tone of his mind.
Finally, Nys view of the object of life and his sense of
obligation led him to urge upon others the immediate per-
formance of their duty. He was perfectly assured that the
gospel, as the means of the conversion and sanctification of

men, was designed and every way adapted, by its authority

and its array of motives and sanctions, to produce present,
immediate effeets ; and he preached it under that eonvictior
and for that end, with all earnestness and fidelity, urging
instant compliance with its requirements. The following
passage on this point is from the close of qne of his sermons
“On the means of Grace,” and will, it is présumed, be
read with interest.

¢ There are two methods pursued by ministers ani
professing Christians in their directions to inquiring sir

ners, one of which is unwarranted and therefore dangerou: | '

the other is scriptural and therefore safe. When thos

who pursue the first method are asked by any one, Wha p
must I do to be saved ? they tell him to repent and believe =

and so far correctly. When the sinner replies, that b8
cannot do it, they tell him ‘to pray to God to give him:§
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Al (J

eart for it; to conti i

inue in the use of tl in
KL 1¢ means in the
(Il)itmhat he s.ha]l‘ﬁnd grace; to lie at the pool of th(-
2 g.nces,ﬂu'ntxl the Spirit shall descend to bless him.’ (
Now ive i li :

o ,-us COll!.]SCl given to an inquirer, directly tend.
» " . . . S
his convictions, is a virtual relinguishment of
0

£ "

what is as difficult as repentc itse ]

J‘cgpluml dipection and }.s)crz'pl;:;:z; ’:fnz;)zj:;;'l gy

5 ::h 1} ;ouuscl d.xrectly tends to stifle a sinner’s ¢o
fdr.c_.e .- (;s dc'onsmcncc has been disturbed. He fecl;;
B o e i e
A \ ' y with these demands
ko Wittl}:atml:::-n;xst if he would be saved, that wrinvs;
g Orex; L Just at.this time his spiritu?ll
Do mcampandx;g home his obligations, tells him
A ;,n - ie at the pool, waiting God’s time.’
R yth ng rather than immediately comp]:y
- I,mys ;;,d t }c: means, and prays and reads, and

g m};s h.e is now doing his dut ’ Hi
is relieved, his distress disappears, and l);e co .
n-

himself with the thought, that if he is not saved
ved it

not be his f: i
is fault. Thus are his convictions quenched

his fears allay y sayi
R Thelltt;)lsd,rb) saying peace, peace, when there is
. e po ar('ly relief t?lus afforded is the reasor.1
" umeqencmé an % such .dlfections are so weleomed
to pre;h erate, an why it is called such hard d

ach immediate submission, a circumstance whi.;cl;

] l w 1 v t Il I )ial e o
l < mlnl e ¢ =

! ! 1 ‘ e
]le[ntO{ GOd 8 (.:lalnl on t])C heart. \'hen th 8.“]]6]'
g l 1 J ti p ) g :
to he Ospc njunction to re ent that he Cannot,’
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he is only expressing his repugnance to the duty. It is
not true that he cannot, in any other sense than that he
will not. To direct him then to ‘ use the means,’ in order
to get pcrchanu a better heart, is to allow that the objection
is valid.” Of consequence it follows that God has no right
to make such a demand, and the sinner is under no obliga-
tion to comply with it. The point in controversy betwecn
God and the sinner, viz., his claim on the heart, is con.
ceded to the sinner, and his spiritual guide authorizes him
for the present to render something else and something
less than his heart, viz., an attendance on the means; au
thorizes him to continue a little longer in rebellion against
(rod, authorizes him to cherish his heart of enmity until
God shall give him a better.

“ In the next place, such a direction is inconsistent, for
it calls on him to do what is as repugnant to the sinner’s tecost, said
feeling as repentance itself. It is presumed that no one 3 only dir(;cti
who gives such a direction, would advise the sinner to % Baptized, e
read and pray and hear in an unbelieving \;md impenitent S o 1} o o
manner. But to use thesé means with \penitence and =8 fore, and |
faith, implies that he has already done the duty which the Janes w
dxrectlon evades. .7 Wy your he

“ And finally, such a dxrectxon is contrary to scriptural 3 \
instruction and example. The Bible nowhere admits that 880 ¢ sinner
/the sinner cannot comply with his' duty. It nowher 5SS the oblizati
directs him to use the means of grace in order to get: UMy to vot :he
heart to repent. It fearlessly directs him to repent, taking iy, Nor die
it for granted that he can if he will, and there it leave “@g¥mple pursug
the matter, and there it leaves the sinner to meet the cor B If it be saj
sequences of impenitence. reply, that ]

“ In accordance with this is every direction given t SSS@lon unti] they

sinners by the preachers of holy writ. Isaiah says, Wasl} Penitence plac

a new heq
danger to
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1t is
hat he

L order

ou, make you clean, put away the evil of your doings,
pase to do evil, learn to do well. He calls upon the
picked man to forsake his way, and the unrighteous man
ection is' thoughts. Jeremiah calls upon backsliders in Israel to
) right ) 'rcumm:.w' themselves to the Lord, and take away the fore-
obliga- SRR, ns of their hearts. Ezekiel says, Cast away fromyou all
ur transgressions, whereby ye have offended, and make
a new heart and a new spirit.. Joel calls upon sinners
danger to turn unto the Lord with all their hearts.
hn the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness, saying,
&t ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. When
8 Redeemer began to preach, he said, Repent ye, for the
gdom of heaven is at hand. The apostles, in their
paching, made the same unqualified demand of imme-
te repentance. When the three thousand on the day of
ntecost, said, Men and brethren, what must we do ?
only direction the apostle gave them was, Repent and
baptized, every one of you, for the remission of sins.
another oceasion he said to the multitude, Repent ye,
gfore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted
James says, Cleanse your hands, ye sinners, and
fify your hearts, ye double minded. In all these in-
hces there was no allowance made for the moral impo-
pe of sinners. The duty of sinners was pointed out,
the obligation enforced ; but there was no direction to
o getd to get the disposition to do their first and immediate .

taking . Nor dare we, if we would conform to ‘apostolical

. leave  @XBmple, pursue a different course.
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If it be said that this places sinners in a hard case,
reply, that they cannot be placed in any different situ-

iven U =.f  pn until they repent.
! Wash

8

It is the situation their own
penitence places them in, nor can any relief be warrant-
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ably given until they do repent.

word of encouragement until you do this; and when this

The gospel has not 4

is done, it is all merey, and there will be time enough to 3

offer the balm of its consolations.
straight gate. 'We must exhort you to repent and believe
the gospel.
this, to nothing which implies its procrastination. For
there is no time to lose. The next resolve may be, Cu
him down, why cumbereth he the ground. The next dis

covery of the sinner may be that he is in a world where it

is too late to repent. | Our next meeting may be at the bu
of God, where you shall not have it to say that you wer

There is no by-road to ¥

heaven, there is no entrance to the narrow way but by the =
W

We dare direct to nothing as a substitute for

Ak
e ¢
i

‘e

~

‘7,"" Losts

directed to use the means and wait God’s time, instead of =

immediate repentance, and a cordial surrender of you

whole hearts to your Creator, Benefactor, Redeemer, ani® =

Judge.”
I1. There was much -that is worthy of imitation in hi

views of doing good,—of the manner of exerting his agen:
so as both to glorify God and benefit his fellow-men.

It has already been observed that the principle of hi
conduct was obedience to God. It was in compliane
-with this rule that he endeavored to do good to his fellor
men. It was this, in distinction from mere sympathy an
feeling, and from all personal, worldly, and tempor
motives, and in distinction from a mere imitation of other
and from that indifference and listlessnes which affects ¢
regard the good result to be accomplished by action, whik
the obligation of the agent, the principle in obedience

which acceptable actions must be performed, is overlooke:: =

or disregarded.

He took a wide survey of the condition of lns fcllot'-
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A‘ 3 %
not a *"Sercatures and of the divine dispensations towards them.

en this = But while he regarded man, in the reiations he sustains to
ugh to 8 he moral law, the gospel, and the retributions of eternity,
road to & s presenting an object of unspeakable interest to every

. by the “SS88benevolent mind, and as elaiming unlimited benevolent
believe ertion, he felt that the supreme and primary rule and
ate for - m of ,every action must be to obey and glorify God.

2. For With the utm6st solicitude for the renovation and salva-
be, Cu n of men, he felt how narrow was the sphere in which
iext dis S8 own agency could be directly employed to benefit them,

where it 88 how liable he was to cause or be the occasion of detri-

s the bu  “SSslent ; that his doings must be limited to prayer, and the
rou wery = sentation of motives to their minds, to persuade and in-
stead o ¢ them to obey the gospel, while a thousand opposing
of you “SSfluences were at work, and the period of probation
mer, ani %

on in ki or the offering up of prayer and supplication, and the
as agenc’ ,,_ antation of motives in his sermons. It was with such
en. 5 that he estimated the metives to be presented by
Jle of ki WM manner, his temper, his consistency, his whole de-

mpliane  #88anor, and felt how incompatible it would be with hi3)
is fellow = ign, and how repugnant to the influence of.the Hol}
yathy an! it, for him to act out of character in these respects.
tempor. | With his views on this*subject, his acute ‘sense of re-
of other 8 sibility, and his conscientiousness, it can be nd wonder
affects ¢ 8Bt it was a well considered and cardinal point with him,
ion, whik . MlRevery attempt to do good, to beware of doing or
dience 4 @8Masioning harm. To do some evil by rashness, negli-
verlooke’. i@@lice, or some other fault in matter or manner, while
, :" feavoring to do good, was no more consistent with his
\is fcuor;  of obedience, nor any more ‘excusable in his view of

A
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obligation, than to do or eause the like evil witheut any 3 hich adher

sucht endeavor. He was in this, as in other respeets, his B boot mmes

rtue of the:
imself to ev

own severest censor, and had too clear a view of his obli.
gations, the relations of his conduet, and the sphere h
was to move in, to deceive himself in this matter, [t
were needless to say how far removed he was in this part
of his character from those who merely follaw the blind

pee and per
p of their «
eptions o
id presentin,

SHe cordiall
and gloom, alternate as their feelings are exhilarated or geat objccts

depressed. The fourth, fifth, and first ten verses of the Mady to rend
sixth chapter of Paul’s second . Epistle to the Corinthiang, “ere are

impulses of feeling, and the dreams.of unrestrained imagi.
nation ; and whose activity and emjoyments, indifferenc

an
may be referred to as exhibiting in the most striking man. = SSBich were de
ner, the model on which as a Christian and a minister h " sionaty, I
was formed ; as happily portraying the motives and rules =8 ieties, besid,
which actuated and governed him ; the views he enter. other simils
tained of his personal and official obligations and duties, 2 subjects,
and of his place and relations, as a responsible agent co- % ient promo
operating with God ; the experience in which he largely 8 ontinued tc
shared, the holy affections, the -exalted hopes, and divin 0%he close of |
joys, which filled his soul and raised him above the world  “S8Mis attentior
Whoever shall study and enter into the spirit of thosc D the path ¢
chapters, will understand his views of doing good morc  M¥ing in view
perfectly than they can be deseribed. “Wllich never s
The nature and provinee of moral influence constituted  San race, the
a favorite subject with him, and claimed a large share of -, By of those in
study and reflection, which doubtless aided him in the * ¥#8eed its bles
acquisition of the clear and definite ideas which he had of @88 he regard
the attributes of moral agency, and of the nature of obli- = Wfvice, and the
zation, of virtue or holiness, and of sin. e was favorel  @fthe Chureh, |
by the possession of an unusual share of common seps = advanced.
and, of that practical wisdom, aptitude, and judgment, = LII. His dilig

{

ccomplish w]

A 3
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ich adheres closely to facts and principles, and selects
he best means for the attainment of ends. It was by
rtue of these qualities that he knew so well how to adapt
mself to every deseription of persons, and how to con-
nee and persuade them by exciting an) appropriate exer-
p of their own minds, assisting them to clear and just
eptions of their character, accountability, and duty,
‘MBd presenting the requisite motives.

He cordially approved, encouraged, and promoted, the
t objects of evangelical benevolence, and was ever
dy to render them the utmost service in his power.
are among his papers a dozen or more addresses,
ich were delivered by him at public meetings of Bible,
sionary, Kducation, Traet, Sunday school, and other
etics, besides a number of brief sketches and references
other similar addresses, and several sermons upon the
subjects. He was among the earliest and most
ent promoters of the temperance reformation, which

pntinued to aid by his example, his voice, and his pen,
he close of his life. '

is attention to the subject of missions while inquiring
D the path of duty for himself, and after choosing and
ng in view a missionary life, awakened an interest
th never subsided. - The wretched condition of the
race, the unlimited resources of the gospel, and the
jy of those individually and collectively, who have expe-
ped its blessings, were continually before his mind;
he regarded with intense interest the missionary
ce, and those events of Providence, and movements

he Church, by ~which the cause of redeeming mercy
advanced.

-

I11. His diligence and his great and persevering efforts
accomplish what he undertook.

)

9
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OF Wia diliaenee it may be superfinona to add anythin e
‘ —— ) | ) el ifforont 1o

exvept that theve was order and ayatom in hia indefatioall ,
I or othors,

industey.  Tewas foroa dong time hia practios ot the elos s whioh |

of each wook, to voviow and Aote down what he hnd dow d oxpectati
otatd

i the interval 1 oand to sketeh in wumoerieal ovder 1 approprint
pliwl nn on
writings [y

FUIOCORR uf

pilwuu ol t)
extonded efforts and studies,  Kapocially did he do th B the ofloots

things to Hesspoeially  attonded to, the pastoral vieite to )
made, the subjeeta to he H'H'“!‘l‘, the hooka o he vend, &
the ensning week.  Oeeasionally he made o like roview o

fonger periods, and Taid ont a plan of fature and mor

on any important change in his civenmatanees, and witl . bngs, A
[N, /

particalar reforence tg books and meana of propavation v 8 P the clos

ACTIVE Berviee n then pur

But he was no loss persovering than diligent,  Ax ¥ commen

entered upon every undertaking with s strong sonse o SSSEEOY 110
duty, and chevished a lively convietion of Frin obligation 5 h oxprossion
ard anhis loading objeet and purpose was o glorily Golo 8 hin  his kn
by obedience to his will, the neeessity of perseverance, « SSSSBoin o) )prey
renewed and protracted effort, seemed to have no tendene B oonversion |
to discourage or fatigue.  Being satisfied as to what w s sontimo
his duty and heartily delighting in it, it was a part of | il bo host oxl,
system to make great and persevering efforts to aecomplis ; which he
what he undertook. lore Lis fina
IV, Tt mevits to be commemorated as an exemplar the text,
practice in him, that he looked for, desived and expected mording to his
bemeficial vesuits of hiw prayers and efforts, both here an 8 doctrine cor
herearter . ¥ The doety
He viewed his own ageney equally with other ohjeets, | leous, thus
its connections and relations ; and its known or anticipate  JG@Emends itself
\*osu'.u}m‘w the oceasion of serious thought and solieitud = ‘—~. siderations,
As an/accountable agent, and co-worker with God, he pr S If labor hei

no sufh mean estimate on his prayers and efforts, as to KESSSE—e bitter give
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pelifforent to their present or future consequences Lo him
for othors,  Like the hushandman who plonghs thos
lds whioh he intends to plantAnth plants in the hope
d oxpectation ol hnrvest, ihore was # diroctness and

approprintencas in his purposes and oxertions, which

' pliwl an enrnest expeetation of results,  There nre in

writings froquent notices exprossive of his eonecrn for
puccess of his Inbors, and for the holy lives nnd finnl
ppiness of the converts under his ministry | niidl Dikowise
the effeets which he witnessod of his prosching and
“Iljt'*. A wingle instance to this effect may be eited
r the close of 1828, he met in New Jorsoy n young
n then pursuing his studies for the ministry, whose
y commenoed under his pronching in Montreal, in
27, e made a note of the eirenmstances, and added,
h oxpressions of gratitude to God, that there were then
in his knowledge five young men (whoso names he
Joined, ) preparing for the sacred office, of whose hope

ponversion he had been instrumental. .

fis sentiments and foelings in relation to this subject,
bo best exhibited by the following passages from a ser
which he preached in Montreal, in May, 1825, just
re his final departure, entitled, Christian Rewards,
A the text, “ Kvery man shall receive his own reward,
ling to his own labor.” Having largely established
doctrine contained in this passage, he thus proceeds
“The doctrine of the proportional rewards of the

leous, thus taught by so many passages of seripture,

mmends itselfto our understandings by many reasonable

derations,

If labor heightens the enjoyment of subsequent repose,
@ bitter gives a higher relish to the sweet which sue-

!
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ceeds it, and if sanctified afflictions work out for us a fu
more vxvemling. and eternal weight of glory, then it f
lows that he whose labors have been the greatest, must
necessity enjoy a rest the most refreshing, that he who hs

tasted most of the bitter, shall drink of sweetness the mos =

delicious, and he who has endured the most afflietion fi;
Christ, shall be immortally strong to bear the most c
ceeding and eternal weight of glory.

“ Again, if a large ingredient in the happiness of heave

consist in an exquisite sense of the divine approbation

then he who has the most faithfully and aceeptably serve
God in his day and generation, must, in the consciousnes
of that, have the largest measure of happiness. An
again, as a high and refined source of our rejoicing, |
the testimony of our conscience, he whose conseience lik
the apostle’s can testify, that in simplicity and godly sit
cerity he has had his conversation in the world, and h
persevered in a patient continuance in well doing, must

course enjoy the most exalted degree of spiritual happines

in heaven,

Besides this, the eminently holy man will, in the futu
world, have a higher satisfaction in witnessing the gw
effects of his devotedness to God. Here, the seed seen
often to be sown in vain, and patience appears to reap
tardy harvest ;—there, it will be seen that no labor in t
Lord was in vain, that no sincere effort was ever mal
without in some measure glorifying God. And when:

the seed shall have sprung up, and all the harvest shallb:

gathered in, the holy will have unspeakable satisfaction
the review of their instrumentality in earrying forward ¢

’ . \ ’ “ "
great designs' of heaven's mercy to man;—and then shi 8
he who has sown most seed, come rejoicing with the largs 8
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paves :—and in witnessing these glorious results, shall
Y man receive his own reward according to his own

1 By this arrangement, the Most Higly, while he has

the loftiness of man, and exalted himself by a way
vation, not by works but by grace through faith, and
not of ourselves, but as the gift of God, does, at the
time, show his love of holiness and order, by this
of his approbation upon the good works of his accept-
dren ; and thus throws into the seale of virtue, not
heaven itself, but the various degrees of heaven's
. And this is no more than what we might expect
to do. Though the greatest and least sinner be both
alike saved through grace abounding by the redemp-
that is in Christ, yet it is nothing more than what we
t expect, that he who has been eminently useful and
here, should be eminently happy in theworld to come.
not reasonable to suppose that Paul the aged, who
pent his life down to gray hairs in unceasing exer-
or the cause of Christ; that Paul the Apostle, who
astained the responsibilities and discharged the ar-
duties of that station ; that Paul the martyr, who
en through a life of peril, in deaths oft, and at last
his course on the scaffold, should take a higher
and wear a brighter ecrown than the infant of days
8 just lived, and, without sustaining a responsibility,
aring a conflict, left this world for a bétter ?
ng answered some objections to the tendeney of the
e, he closes with the following remarks :
The doctrine of proportionate rewards suggests to
reason why a long lifes desirable.
0 an unconverted man, concerning whom it remains
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to us yet an uncertainty, life is only valuable as it inereases
the chance of his being converted. To a converted man it
is desirable, not for the happiness he here enjoys, for h
would be unspeakably more blessed in heaven, but'as it °8

affords him an opportunity of acting for God, and laying ""”

up treasure in heaven. On this account it is worth his
while to forego a little present pleasure, for the sake of ay
immense addition to his future felicity. On this account
alone it is a great misfortune to die young; and on this ac
count it is, that the hoary head is a crown of glory wha
it 18 found in the way of righteousness.

“2. This doctrine suggests to us the, importance of
our present cgnduct. It instructs that every action w
perform will be followed with consequences reaching
through future ages, and will have its influence in deter -

mining our place in heaven, or our place in hell ; for th
same plan in proportion will extend to the punishment of

demerit as well as the reward of virtue. Every dy
we live has its influence on all our future days, ever
chord we strike will vibrate through eternity. How dili
gent then should we be that we be rich toward God! If:

merchant, when he is loading his vessel for a foreign, =

market, were assured that he should receive fivefold for every
article he freighted, how anxious would he beto improve the
occasion, and store his vessel to the utmost of her capac
ity! How much more anxious should we be to have ou

lives laden with holiness and crowded with usefulnes

knowing as we do that upon our arrival at the shores d *

eternity, we shall receive for it all an unspeakable reward. ~8H

Ifa husbandman had but one field, which but one year it
_the course of his life brought him a harvest of goli 8
how diligent would he be to improve his seed-time, and 't}
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ve every vacant inch of the groulﬂultivutcd ! Such a
Id in such a year is man’s existence ; his life upon earth
the seed time; and a harvest more glorious than one of

d shall be gathered in heaven ; and as whatsoever we
that shall we also reap, both in quality and quantity,

us be diligent to improve every inch of ground, to fill up

moment of time, for in due season we shall reap if
aint not. Oh ! if a pang of regret might enter heaven,
he sigh of sorrow might swell the bosom of a glorified
it, it would be to look back on earth and sce opportuni-
of usefulness neglected, means of grace abused, the
ke privilege of doing good unembraced, and the seed-

p for eternity spent in comparative idleness. If you

tht by diligence for one single day make yourselves
ortable and respectable for life, would you not gladly

race the opportunity ? But is not eternity as much
than life as life is longer than a day? and is it not
dictate of interest to be strenuous through life in
ting your interests for eternity ? Therefore, my
brethren, be ye steadfast, unmoveable, always
ding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know
your labor is not in vain in the Lord.”

« He presented an edifying example, as a good man
ted to sévere trials and sufferings, who; while strug-
lgumst temptation, trouble and discouragement, held
his integrity, persevered in his endeavors to glorify
nd promote the happiness and salvation of men, and
ustained by a lively faith in the divine testimonies

promises, and the aids of the sanctifying Spirit.
er contemplated in his closet, his pastoral labors, his

hours of illness, or his deep afflictions and repeated
ds to the tomb, when every tie to carth was sundered
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L
and the world was erucified to him and he to the world, ;
perfect assurance may be felt,that amidst all his loneliness

pain, and sorrow, the insidious approaches and buffeting: |
of temptation were resisted with all the energies of his soul ™
These griefs and troubles, go far from diminishing his con. %

fidence in God, his sense of obligation, and love of duty
heightened them, and gave vividness to- his perceptions of
the evil of sin, the divine excellency of holiness,” the glory
of God, and the purity and blessedness of the heavenly state

Hg¢ confided with childlike simplicity in the care of Di
viné Providence. Ilis writings abound with indication
()f/tllis, and his experience strikingly manifested the con

stancy and sufficiency of that care. If we consider him a =

a youth born and brought up in what might then b

termed almost a wilderness, with few connections, and ap =
parently surrounded by no circumstances caleulated t

arouse his genius and prompt him to aspire to high attain
ments, influence, and usefulness, but on the contrary, me
~at every step by obstacles and discouragements, whict
would have proved insurmountable to an ordinary mind
if we consider him rising superior to these difficulties, ac
quiring a classical education, and exciting admiration by

the development of his powers; and when qualified by

his stadies, and by the experience of religion, to choose a
employment for life, we behold him deliberately preferrin
the service of his Saviour in the sacred office, encounterin;
fresh embarrassments, in the way of a preparation for th
object, aiming at a high standard of qualifications, «

length succeeding in their attainment, exhibiting a bright . 5
though brief career of ministerial labor and usefulness, ris = :
ing to eminence in the discharge of his public duties, aui 3
grting a wide and valuable influence ; and finally, afte$
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during severe trials and sufferings, from loss of health
i the bereavement of all his family, we witness his

nquil departure in the joy of the Lord, we may well re-

1 him as having richly experienced the care of Providence.
may regard him as having been brought forward by

bunusual series of events to exert an important agency in

ion to the salvation of many souls, and by his labors

affljctions to be eatly prepared for the pure services

enjoyments of the heavenly kingdom.

p those who were intimately acquainted with him, who
his amiableness, his sincerity, modesty, humility, for-
nee, kindness, benevolence, and all those kindred
and qualities which were so blended in his character

shone with so steady a light, and who at the same time
siated his endowments and qualifications for useful-

and his attainments and experience as a minister of

pspel, it seemed desirable, not indeed for his own sake
r others, that his life should be prolonged. And

| was a single reason why longer life was in his view

desired, namely as “ affording further opportunity of
for God, and laymg up treasure in heaven.”

had formed, and on supposition that health had
added to his gifts and attainments, and his life
led to" twice or thrice its period, who can imagine
would have been the extent of his usefulness ? Had
tinued proportionably to exemplify the fruits of right-
s, and to grow in knowledge and in grace in after
«as rapidly as he had done in those of his active pub-
rtions, who will venture to imagine to what an extent
puld have glorified God, and promoted the temporal -

ispiritual welfare of men? But divine wisdom and

G

[
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goodness required. him in another sphere; and it remains " :
for those who survive, and especially those who are youn; =
and have health, to fill up, as it were, the measure of hi; 8
usefulness, and acco}nphsh what, with thcu- opportunity, h
would have done. * &
In view of his character and history it were natural
bring into comparison those of different classes of men; ¢
contrast with his their attainments, their supreme object
the manner of exerting their agency, the extent of thei
obedience, and their hopes and prospects for eternity. * Bu
this must be left to individuals, to ministers and laymes s for ¢
to those who love -and obey the gospel, and those wh 4 Balled on |
supremely love the world; to those who survive of ki =88 paally, an,
own age and acquaintance, and those who are aboutt = :
come forward upon the stage of life, to exert their ageng =
as accountable creatures, and form their characters fu =
this and the future world. Among all these there surj =
will be some who will be aroused by his example, some wh: tifying grr
will be induced to aim at higher attainments in knowledz = ow forth t
virtue, and usefulness ; some who will strive to acqur 4 e him |
in a like degree the chief excellencies of his characte SSSMions of gr
who will be incited to cultivate his exemplary habic = Jots remarl
and like him to avoid offences, and abstain from the ver e appears |
appearance of evil. And will there not be some wh ~ Bhose acquai
in view of his brightening upward path, will look bu 5 thing caley
with painful regrets upon their own past history; s = h oceasion
perhaps of his acquaintances, whose hearts will sink withi 8%as the char,
them as they follow him to the last scene in which hes  Ss@Bners. to cop
peared on earth, and feel that he is gone to realise the pr: S8 respect, of
perfect, and endless happiness which his faith and by SSES simplicity
had anticipated ; while they, not having entered upon t Bpirit and de,
same path, perceive no ray of light in their own‘prospﬁ ' ® which are

nd keenly f
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remain:
e young :
re of his
anity, he 5

nd keenly feel their unfitness_ for a better world, and all -
eir desolateness and misery, when a just view is for a mo-
ent forced upon their minds, of the emptiness and vanity
the objects to which they are devoted. If there be one
sh, the voice from the dead yet speaking to him is, “ Turn
e this impression exists, and with all your heart obey
gospel, for why will you die? ” N
Again, in view of his life and character, a life so brief]
yet so expanded with usefulness and promise, and a
peter so mature in Christian experience, and in quali-
ions for the duties both of public and private life; we
called on to glorify God for his great goodness to him
onally, and through him, to those with whom he was
e immediately connected, and to the world. He expe-
pced much of the divine favor in every period of his life;
| at the close of it, much of the providential goodness of
, and much of his merey, his spiritual influence and
ifying grace. 1t pleased God in a conspicuous manner
ow forth the riches of his love and kindness in him, and
’ e him the instrument by his example and his active
tharacte ions of great good to others, His example was in all
y habie = pets remarkably pure and truly Christian ; and no evi-
the ver pe appears in any of his writings, or in the recollections
me wh hose acquainted with him, of any thing of evil tendency,
ook bad thing calculated to excite prejudice against religion, or
ry; SoB oceasion of stumbling and reproach. On the contrary,
ik withe 8 the character of his writings, and of his temper and
ch he s pers, to conciliate the feelings, and win the confidence
| respect, of all who came within his. inflience. There
a simplicity and godly sincerity ever beaming forth in
pirit and deportment, which testified of that wisdom and
¢ which are from above. The reader will see in this,
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vout and admiring gratitud.e to the glorious
iit‘::iof(z:ngeSource of all good, to the Saviour a:'i ;(tlxede:r;ch;
tifier of men ; gratitude that he was kept at.xld' sux::i t ei1 7
fatal snares and temptations of sin and .e;:l . i
awakened to pereeive his sinfulness a.m.i il esserh, -
der the influence of the word and spirit of God- : c:l htilmself
from sin to holiness, obeyed the gospel, and devo :nabled .
to the glory and gervioe of God; .tl.mt. he wz:‘san i
happily to exhibit the Christian gpirit, to exer e 06
benign on all around him, and' was the instr e
:zuch ;ood to others; and that living and. dying he en)oy
the love of God and the hope of.eberna.l hfe.. P
In the contemplation of his h}t:st.or);l :izvtv;:e;:ay i 4
to consider how much with such & C i 9
ithi :of space of time. The whole period ©
iit::lem\::e?u:ess, xt)yxf't,er he received li‘l:)ense t(; ef;:i:o;xh;}:;
. yet, by eons
gospel, scareely exceeded five years ,_yc.at, e B
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and, in short, by making ttcse‘most. 0 11]: m,em e
faculties, his acquisitions, bis influecce, 1S P yof ’ e
and his hopes, he offected and was the means OF g\' -
ot good in different places ; exerted a wide
{)s::r;nienﬂuche, and exhibited a chara.ct,er and an e;la::iplllz
alike creditable to mligionb ::nd ::::f;:: :;)dn:iz;:{ded -~
aimed at Jess, and given but a sy
i i } i life. had forty years been
2:11 ::: ilélsng::: g:i?%ezsl;s’va\uable to hims?(llf fnd t}l:;
i n it has actually been. While considering
z;):}lxd;itr::, and the constancy of his purposes, the w:;::ralg
bet:an reminded of what was relatet% to him so?e yt‘he pecu,
by the late I}ev. Dr. Ryland of Bristol, respecting
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fiar development of character, and supgrior attainments and
usefulness, of his early associates, Carey, Fuller, Sutcliff,
Pearce, and others; namely, that when they were obscure
and ‘without either learning or influence, they agreed toge-
ther, and resolved, after much consideration of the state of
the world and of the cause of religion, to endeavor by the
utmost efforts in their power, respectively ‘ro MAKE THE
MOST OF LIFE; to make the greatest possible attainments
in holiness, and to glorify God and benefit theirfellow men
in the highest possible degree. In pursuance of this resolve,
one of the leading objects, which appeared most important
to be undertaken, and which best suited his character, was
referred to each, to be the engrossing object of his exertions.
To Carey it was assigned to lead the Way as a missionary
to the heathen—to Fuller, to exert his great powers as a
‘biblical student and theological writer—to Ryland himself,
to occupy the distinguished office of training young men for
'the gospel-ministry—to Pearce, to rouse the public mind to
‘the subject of missions, &c. The extraordinary attainments,
'influence, and usefulness of these individuals was, without
doubt, owing in a great degree, to the high purposes and
aims which they thus solemnly resolved to pursue with wde—
fatigable constancy and zeal through life.

Finally, this memorial may be fitly closed by adopting,
with slight aeccommddation, as appropriate to the subject of
it, some brief extracts from what Fuller and Ryland have
recorded of their friend and associate, Pearce, by whose
death in his thirty-third year they were greatly afflicted.

“By the grace of God he was what he was; and to the
honor of grace and not for the glory of a sinful worm, be it

ecorded. Like all other men he was depraved. He felt it,
nd lamented it, and Jonged to be freed from sin; but cer-
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tainly, taking him altogether, we have geldom seen a charac-
ter ¢ whose excellencfes werg 80 many and 80 uniform, -and
whose imperfections were 80 fow. We have seen men rise
high in contemplation,whohave abounded but little in action.
We have seen zeal mingled with bitterness, and candor de-
generate into indifference ; experimental religion mixed with
a large portion of onthusiasm, and what is called rational
religion void of every thing that interests the heart of man.
We have seen splendid talents tarnished with insufferable
pride, seriousness with melancholy, cheerfulness with levity,

and great attainments in religion with uncharitable censori-

‘ousness towards men of low degree; but we have not seen

these things in Christmas..
«There have been few men in whom has been united a

greater portion of the contemplative and the active ; holy
zeal and genuine candor ; spirituality and rationality ; talents
that attracted almost universal applause, and the most unaf-

fected modesty; faithfulness in bearing testimony against

evil, with the tenderest compassion to the soul of the evil
doer; fortitude that would encounter any difficulty in the
way of daty without any thing boisterous, noisy, or over
bearing ; deep seriousness, with habitual cheerfulness ; and
a constant aim to promote the highest degrees gf piety in

himself and others, with a readiness to hope the best of the

lowest ; not breaking the bruised reed, nor quenchiog the
smoking flax.”—¢ Fuller's Memoir.

« One thing T will say, which I could say of very fev
others, thoypgh I have known many of the excellent of the
earth, that 1 neversaw or heard of any thing respecting hin
which grieved me, unless it was his inattention to his healtb,
and that, I believe, was owing toa mistaken idea of his cor-
stitation. If any of you know of other faults belonging t0
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him, be careful to shun them, and be sure to follow him
wherein he was a follower of Christ.’—¢ Dr. Ryland's Ser-

’ B

mon. :

[The Discoffse on Christian Intercession, referred to on
page 28, the Discourse on the Nature of that Inability
uhich Prevents the Sinner from Embracing the Gospel,
the Farewell Letter to the American Présbyterian So-
ciety of Montreal, and an extract from the Annals of the
American Pulpit, are successively inserted in' the fol-
lowing pages.] : :

{

ON CHRISTIAN INTERCESSION.

i
’

“ Making mention of you always in my prayers.”—Rom. i. 9.

THE most careless reader of the epistolary correspondence
of the apostle, cannot fail to remark how often he speaks of

| praying for others. Has he been instrumental in planting

an infant church and does persecution drive him from his
beloved charge, with what affection does he commend them
to an ever-present God | Does intelligence reach him of the
prosperity of some distant society of believers, with what joy-
fulness he bows his knees before the God and Father of our

Lord Jesus Christ, to thank him for thenews,andimplore upon
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A

his fellow Christians a larger measure of the riches of grace !
The extent, frequency, and fervor of his intaercessionsz v.vill
surprise any one who shall be at the pains of examiping
the various hints which we have of his performance of this
dtity as they lie scattered in various parts of his\writings.
Scarcely a letter of his which does not give expregs assur-
ance that they to whom it-was addressed had an ipfcr.est
in his daily prayers. Even Philemon, a private Christian
in a distant country, was not forgotten. Nor was it tkose

" only whom personal acquaintance had made peculiarly dear

to the apostle, for whom he used his inﬁuen.ce at the throne
of grace. Churches he had never visited, cities he.had never
seen, find a place in a heart which a divine phllatftmphy
had enlarged to contain the world. In a letter written to

‘ the Roman Christians, many years before his feet had ever

touched the shores of Italy, he thus speaks: I{or God is
my witness, whom I serve with my spirit in. the R;spel of
his Son, that without ceasing I make mention o ou -
ways in my prayers.” : gt

Permit me, then, to urge upon your imitation this amiabl:
trait of that holy man’s character, by suggesting a few ob-

servations on the happy effects which the performance of

this duty would have upon our own minds, and the blessed
results which might be expected on the minds of those for
e pray. |
Wh';:o:ghpthi}; is one of the most noble and disinf,erested
parts of devotion, I trust there is no impx:opriety in com-
mencing by a few remarks on the happy influence which
the right performance of this duty would have upou our

own selves. . .
We who as dependent creatures are so destitute ourselves,

. can have little to bestow upon others. The keys which
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unlock the treasures of happiness, are in hands mightier
than ours; and however we may pity the sufferings, or
wish to relieve the necessities of others, all that we_ cap or-
dinarily do, is to refer them to the same source whenge our
blessings flow. A wish is miostly all that we cam give:—
(God is the source of all blessing. A wish directed to him
is a prayer :—hence, the most natural and commonly the .
only way we have of giving expression to benevolent feel-
ings, is by praying for others. . And 'though in doing this
the benefit of others is our main object, yet we ourselves
are not left without a blessing. The duty is deubly blessed;
it is blessed to him who asks, and in him who receives.

. To exercise benevolence in this manner is!to increase

benevolence. To increase benevolence is to increase hap-
piness; for what larger ingredient is there in happiness
than benevolence or love. That man is not the happiest,

- all whose solicitudes are shrunk up wit{{ig }A’ef Darrow com-

pass of his own little self, but he who loves much, and whose
affections light upon many objects. The extension of his
affections does not imply their weakening : these are waters
which spread without becoming shallow. A parent can
love each of the whole circle of his children, with as in-
tense an attachment as he did his first born. We are not
to suppose that our feelings are capable of rising only to a
certain pitch and must there stop; they may be multiplied
as fast as there are lovely objects, and rise in height aslong
as new loveliness is unfolded. How boundlessly then
may the soul expatiate in the attributes of Jehovah! He
who regards every child of Adam as a brother, has a foun-
tain of pleasure which is sealed up to the hater of his spe-
cies. He who uses most of this fountain, will have waters
the most pure, abundant, and refreshing. Benevolenee
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prompta prayer, prayer promotes bel evolence; and benevo-
Jent feelings in exercise are noble, oothing and delightful.
Such. is the more general operation of the duty upon which
[ insist. A fow of its more partioular advantages are
worth mentioning. And,

1. It greatly promotes friendship., What more likely
means to strengthen our social attachments, than day after
day to associate them with our holiest feelings, and mingle
them with our brightest hopes ? The brighter objects of

sheaven throw a pleasing tint on the dark landsoapes of

carth, Tmpressions thus repeated, a friendship thus sanc
tified. can be neither transient nor grovelling. Indeed, it
is hard to see how friendship can be satisfactory and com.
plete without religious hopes. = Two companions destitute
of religious hopes, gre like two_travellors who are thrown
together in a public conveyance. They journey together
for a short time, and then part without the expectation of
over meeting again, If thé shortness of life does not prevent
much intimacy among irreligious acquaintances, the speedy
separation of death must produce a regret unrelieved by
hope. But Christian pilgrims indulge the expectation of
meeting in one common place of everlasting repose. Their
heaven is a Social heaven. The company -collected will
be all the truly excellent who ever have lived or ever will
live upon. the earth, KEven here, though a rolling ocean
and ranges of mountains separate them, they may meet
around the same mercy-seat. They may -even 80 adjust
their intercessions that the wings of the same moment ghall
carry their mutual supplications to the ear of the prayer-
heal:ing God. , This branch of devotion has this advantage
above all others, that the movements of faith are seconded

and stimulated by the warmth of natural affection.
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Too often we are cold and sluggish, we lie becalmed in %
condjtion ‘more irksome than the turbulence of the tempest’
No sooner, however, do we begin supplicating for dear
friends, than the cords of affection begin to draw ; feeling
starts from ite slumbers, and a«prisk gale fills all our wide-
expanded sails. What has beon\"h,id may enable us to es-
timate how egregiously they err who object to the gospel,
that it does not countenance the eultivation of friendship.
Where will you find a more delightful picture of affection-
ato intercourse than that which Luke has drawn of the in-
terview btwepn our Saviour and the two disciples on their
way to Emmaus?  Where, I would ask, in all history, will
you find such’instances of noble and self-sacrificing friend-
ship as among the primitive believers ?

2. The diligent performance of the duty of intercession’
would be an effectual antidote to all unhallowed resent-
ment.

He who rises from the suppliant attitude in which he
has just been confessing his own unworthiness and implor-
ing blessings on others, cannot feel disposed to throw poison
into the cup of their happiness. And even if his employ-
ment on hig knees has failed to kindle in his heart that
ardor of good-will to all which he onght to feel, yet the
mere desire of consistency will prevent him from throwing
about the firebrands, arrows, and death of slander. The
purity of many a reputation, a quietude of-neighborhoods,
and the kindness of domestic intercourse, are among the -
blessings flowing from the performance of thig duty.

3. It would greatly increase ministerial usefulness.

If the minister of Jesus Christ, like a faithful high
priest, first appeared before the mercy-seat in the most

holy place, with the. names of the twelve tribes engraved:




“upon his breast-plate, he would, whon he came forth and
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stood before the congregation, feel an enlargement of heart,
a desire of blessing the people/ which would impart a spirit
and a pathos to his appeals, and give some reason to expect
the Lord's blessing, And you, my brethren, who come up
hither, if your closets can testify that you have previously
begged of the Lord'that your minister might come fortle
in the power of Klias, in the fulness of gospel blessings,
could ye, think you, after such a preparation; join with a
hollow formality, in the exercises of prayer and praise, give
a oareless and distracted attention to the pulpit exeroises,
and then go empty away withous foohng a scorot dissatis
faotion,

4. The practice of Christian intercession would animate
us to more diligence in promoting the benefit of our fellow.

< men,

If an angel from heaven were to overhear the coldest
prayer we ever utter, from an honest interpretation of ‘the
language used he might conclude that we were just ripe for
the transports of paradise. But we, alas | know the con.
tradiotion which subsists between our expressions and
feelings, our prayers and our lives. Still, without devy:
tional exercises we should be yet more destitute of holy
emotions, The same good effeot, we may expect, will follow
the practice of praying for others.. To pray for the poor,
the afflicted, the unconverted, and_then bg unwilling so
much as to lift a finger in their behalf, is a contradiction
too gross to be imposed upon ourselves. To commend to
the bounteous Giver of all good those sufferers who are
now feeling all the sad variety of woe, and yet leave the
widow's cruise of oil to be supplied by miracle; to beg
that the day-spring from on high‘ may break upon those
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who are sitting in the region and very shadow of death,
and yet be unwilling to throw our sumarﬂupus\ mite into
the missionary trensury, is an imposition too gross to be
played off with comfort on our own hearts, deceitful as they
are. Intercession will either make us charitable, or avarice
will clip the wings of intercession, and thus prevent its
lofty soarings. Yet not to stand up with the censer of in-
tercession between the dying and the dead, not tozfce;), like
.good-old Eli, an anxious interest for the fate of the ark in
the contest going on between the powers of light and dark-
ness; not to feel an undissembled charity towards all our
brethren and companions in tribulation and: in the king-
dom and patience of Jesus Christ, who are everywhere
scattered abroad through the world ; not to do this were
at once to relinquish our Christian hopes. Your love of
the duty upon which I am insisting is a test of the sin-
gerity of your piety. ;

One observation more before I quit this topic. A pecu-
liar blessing is promised to those who take much interest
in the prosperity of Zion. Pray for the peace of Jerusa-
lem, says the Psalmist, all they shall prosper that love thee.
It has been found by experience that those churches which
have done most for the missionary cause have been most
remarkably blessed of the Lord. - It is.worthy of recollec-
tion, that in a certain district of the church in this country
the tokens of the Holy Spirit's presence had for some
years been almost withdrawn. A number of sermons
were, by the direction.of the Presbytery, preached to excite
their attention to the subject of missions, when contrary-to
expectation, each of those sermons was accompanied by
the divine influence and blessing. Let us then be stimu-
 lated to the duty of ardent intercession by all those bless-
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ings which we may expect it will drnw down upon our own
gouls. These; though great, very gro'\t constitute, howevor,
but a small part of that body of‘motive which nlmu](l inipel
us, like g0 many Isracls, to wrestle with God until he
grant us a blessing,  That is but a Theagre account of the
benefits of prayer which restriets them to the good effect
which thé mere performance of the duty has'upon ourselves,
This soeptical view of the subject would out all the nerves
of exertion, put out all the fires of devotion. What o faree
would it be for me to, pray for others, when all that |
expected was some benefit for myself! This, my broth.
ren, is not the seriptural doetrine. . The testimony of God
assures us that the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous
man availeth much, It is exemplified in the case of Elias

~who though a man subject to like passions with yourselves,

prayed God that it might not rain, and it rained not for
the space of three years and a half; and he prayed again
that it might rain, and the heavens gave rain and the
carth brought forth her indrease., Let us rest satisfied
then, t,h:rkjour prayers are heard,and if properly offered,
will be answered. Let us, then, in the, second place, be
stirred up to the performance of the duty of intercession,
by a view of the blessings we may expeet will descend upon
others.

The largest and most extensive blessing which ean be
expected, is the universal spread of knowlcdgo religion,
and happiness. I know, indeed, a. specm of unbelief is

" apt to assault the Christian’s mind when he approaches s

grand a subject. It is not because he considers the moral
renovation of the world a work.impossible with God. No!
The wonders of every spring assure him that he who re-
news the face of creation can work a not more surprising

!.‘
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aw down upon our own change inihc hearts of all mankind. Jghovah hath spoken
at, constitute, howevor, ~ gloriotis things of Zion, and his word isa firm basis of
ive which ghould iripel hope. Let us encourage ourselves by froquently meditatiog
le with God until he on the glory of the latter days. Symmon to your view all -
Thoagro account of the those images of delight which sncred deseription has clus-
1em to the good effect tered around those *scenes surpassing fuble and yet true,”
uty has'upon ourselves, ‘Consider the worth of one immortal soul—of millions of #°
rould out all the nerves immortal souls, Consider the distance between those
avotion. What a farce depths of misery to which they are expwsed, and those
thers, when all that | heights ef heaven to-which they may be raised, and then,
ielf ! This, my breth. then I shall not need to press upon you the duty of inter-
The testimony of God cession, If ever there was a time when Christi
: prayer of a righteous called wpon to send up their united crics/ to the eny of the
od in the case of Eliag Lord/éf hogts, for the conversion of the world, it i now :
wsions with yourselves, ugo,fthnt the period for the introduction -of the mi enin,l
,and it rained not for glory is just at hand ; now that the Church is just begio-
+ and he prayed again ning to feél its obligations to spread the gospel ; now fthat
ns gave rain and the the Lord has ip a most glorious manner appeared for the
Let us rest satisfied, enlargement and prosperity of his kingdom.
nd if properly offered, - :
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A DISCOURSE

ON THR

NATURE OF THAT INABILITY WHICH PREVENTS THE BIN-
NER FROM EMBRACING THE GOSPEL :-

BEING THE

SUBSTANCE OF TWO SERL@N N ]

PREACHED IN

THE AMERICAN PRE§BYTERIAN CHURCH.
MONTREAL, DEC. 9,1827.

Ye will not come unio me, that ye might have bife.~John v. 40.

In connection with

No man can come unto me, except the Father, which hath sent me,
draw him,—~John vi, 44,

THERE are two leading views in which the subject of
man'’s religious obligation is regarded. The one considers
sin as d misfortune which is to be pitied ; the other as -
fault which is to be blamed. The one regards man asun
able to comply with God’s commands; and theréfore not
bound to doso. The other regards him as able, but un-"
willing, and nevertheless bound. The first considers it his
duty to do what he can, that is, discharge the social and
moral duties of life, control his external deportment, and
give a diligent attendance on the ordinances of religion, til
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God shall enable him to do more. The seeond view of the
subject, esteeming the precepts of God concerning all things
to be right, considers man under unalterable obligations to
do whatever he commands, that he has power already con-
ferred on him to do his whole duty, and that while he re-
mains averse to its performance, his praying for assistance
is worse than useless. The supporters of the first view, to
be consistent, either deny that God commands unrenewed
men to be holy, or acknowledging that he does, deem it
impossible, and therefore unfair; while the supporters of
the second maintain, that the Most High does demand holi-
ness of unholy men, acknowledge the possibility of com-
pliance with the demand, and perceive and insist on its
fairness and equity. These several views are held by
Calvinistic and orthodox divines, in all branches of the
Presbyterian Church, both in the eastern and western hemi-
spheres. Though they may not all push their sentiments
quite to the extremes which I have stated, yet every think-
ing Christian must, and does adopt principles which clearly
involve the whole of one or the other of these systems.

It need not be said, that the difference between the two is
wide: that it is a difference of gteat practical importance,

and one that meets us at almost every turn. It would be
prejudging the case, to ask those who are in the habit of
reading the Secriptures, which is there presented, but the

bare statement of the question informs us which side of it

reflects the most blame on the sinner, and the most glory

to God: a circumstance which, to an humble mind, affords

strong presumptive evidence of the truth.

The whole difference between these schemes, lies in the
apprehension of the nature of that inability, which pre-
vents a sunner from complying with the commands of God,
H
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The one maintains that it is a natural inability, which he

cannot help; and the other, that it is a moral inability, |§

which ho will not help, If the truth on this point can be
satisfactorily ascertained, all the other consequences involy.
ed will easily follow, and the correctnegs of one or the other
of the systems be determined. If our investigation should
prove successful, I trust that we shall not regret having
ocoupied a portion of this holy day, with the consideration
of the subject.

It will be, first’ of all, necessary to have olear concep
tions of the distinction between natural and moral ability.
Natural or physical ability is our power to do a thing
which we have by the very constitutions of our natures,
whether it refer to our mental faculties, or bodily abilities,
or our opportunities to use them. Moral ability is our
wnclination to do a thing, and is irrespective of our power.
This kind of ability is called moral, because the inclination
is that on which the moral character of the agent, the good
and evil of his actioas depend. Perhaps a few illustrations

may convey a better idéx(of the distinction, than any def.

nition, however accurate, man who has the use of his
limbs, has natural ability to but he may, ffom some
cause operating on his inelination, be unwilling to move a
step. He is now morally unable. Again, he may have a
great desire to walk, and not have the use of his limbs., He
is, in that case, morally able and naturally unable to walk.
When the mariners in the vessel which contained Jonah,
rowed hard to bring it to land, but could not, it was through
a natural inability. When Joseph's brethren hated him
80, that they could not speak peaceally to him, it was
through a moral inability. It is by a natural inability,
that a blind man cannot see. It was by a moral inability,
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that some of whom an apostle speaks, had ¢ eyes full of adul-
tery, that could not cease from sin.” A drunkard has
natural ability to abstain from spirituous liquors, as ‘well
as from any other poison ; but when, through strength of
appetite, he is unable to forbear, it is a moral inability to
abstain, Tt is an instance of natural inability, that men
cannot make a hair of their head white or black, or add a
cubit to their stature; and of moral inability, that an
affectionate child cannot wantonly disobey its parents, or a
malicious man cannot desire the prosperity of his enemy.
Now, though it sound like an inaceuracy, to say, that a
man is unable to do what he is merely unwilling to do, yet,
through the poverty of human language, it is customary
with all persons so to speak. How common is it for a per-
son to say, that he cannot do what he is merely strongly
averse to? I tell you to thrust your hand into the fire.
You reply that you cannot : —you cannot think of such a <
thing. New it is evident, that you have the natural abi-

lityto'doit. You can move your hand in the direction of

the fire, as easily as in any other direction. All you mean
by saying you cannot, is that you are strongly averse to
it :—in other words, you are morally unable. When you
hear a recital of some shameful or cruel conduet, you
exclaim, “ Oh! I could not have acted 80 :""—not meaning
that you have not powers of body and mind, to have pérpe-
trated the atrocity, but that it would have been altogether
contrary to your feelings and inclination. In agcordance
with this method of speaking, so common among men, is
the Bible written. Thus the Redeemer said, ‘““No man

. can come unto me, except the Father, which hath sent me,

draw him :"”—that is, every one is so strongly averse to
coming to me, that he cannot, or more strictly, will not
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oome unto me, except the Father dreaw him, or 0Yarooie
hie vepugnance, by the eweet and powerful mn!mlnt.n of
his grace.  In exaet agreement with this *rprut.nhun.
are the words of him who never uttered an ™autious ex.
prosgion, and who war alwaye perfootly consistent with him
gells Yo et not come unto me, that yo might have life "
a declaration which in the original, still more emphatically
attributes their not coming, toa wantof will, than the Hng.
lish auxiliary verb, which generally fmplies nothing thore
than the cortain Maturition of the event - Yo nra not will-
g to come unto me, that ye might have-Jife,"

.Nn\’ing stated and explained the distinetion between na
tural and moral ability, I observe, that the inability whioh
prevents a sinner from embracing the Gospel, must bo of one
kind or the other, and maintain, that it is of the latter
Kind,=that all men are naturally able to come to God, and
that the only reason why they do not, is that they are
morally unable or unwilling to do go. -~

We are here met at the very outeot, with 4\.prn.jmlim\
against all such distinotions, as a mere metaphysioal refine.
ment, which few can understand, and if understood, of n'n
importance ; for if men are unable, they are'unable, wlmtllor it
arises from a physical or moral cause, Ifany olm:uw, he in nft
liberty to eall the distinctio‘n nice and nwtnphymonl,_but itis
a distinetion #till, whieh is obvious to o\'ory.onpnmty, .nnd
whose importance is daily felt in the transactions of society.
For instance, if one of your childven has bmlfon 8Om0 v.nlum.»lo
article, would it be a metaphysical nico.ty in you to inquire
whether it was an accidental thing, which o?u.ld not be help-
od, or whether it was done wnnt(‘ml.y at‘ul mllmgl.y' ? o8
not the very child peroeive the dlsm‘\ctmn? and if' he cn.ni,
will avail himself of it, and never fail to plead that he dic
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not intend it, and could not help ib-<and is nob this the
very distinotion bebween natural and moral ability 7 Again,
when n oriminal e arenigned b oourt for killing a follow
man, 18 it & matter of too much mebaphysionl niety for the
jury to inquire whether it was an accident which oould not
bo helped, ot & wilful murder whish hind been froely Tntend
ol ; in other worda, whether it preseded from a nabural or

' ‘mnrnl inabiliby to do othotwise 7 /

But the distinotion is no loss important fhan m is obvi
ous,  Doos your ohild think it i of no importanes towards
ostablishing his innooenoe, and would he not justly eomplain
did you punish him ns seversly for an oversight, or ncei-
dent, a8 for wanton and intentional misshief, and if such
woro your general proowdure, would he not lose all sonfidence
in your justioo 7 And might not the sccused at the bar
bitterly complain of the judge, who should refuse to make
suoh n distinotion, by saying, that if the man was killed, he
was killed, and it would not alter the event, to determine
whethor it was done voluntarily, or accidentally 7 And why
should it bo deemed of no importance to aseertain whother
men's eontinuance in sin be from anatural inability, a canse -
whioh they eannot help, or from a moral inability which they
will not help? Men indeed continue in #in, whether the
cause be of a natural or moral kind ; but is the distinction
of no importance towards determining their guilt? No
man who thinks at all, ean think so. Sinners do, without
exception, perceive the bearing of the question, and whén
urged with the immediate obligation of duty, attempt to
fasten the blame of non-compliance upon their natural ina-
bility. They perecive, that if it ean be shown to proceed
from their moral inability or unwillingness, that they are,
stripped of every cloak for their sin. They are quick to
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discern that the distinetion forees upon them an irresistible
conviction of guilt, which they would gladly avoid. So
long ar they can exouse themselves by throwing the blame
on something beyond their control, they rest ensy. Hence
that rooted aversion to the dootrine, which must have for.
dibly struck the mind of every one who has conversed much
with impenitent persons on the subject of their personal
obligations. Hence their unwillingness to admit a trath,
which shows their hiding place to be a refuge of lies. But
they must see it if they are ever to be brought to a state of
conviotion. Of such deep and practical importance in the
doetrine. I know of none more so. Without it, I should
be perfeotly unable to justify the ways of God to man, |
should feel myself in the situation of one of Pharaoh's task-
masters ; and rather than hear the keen retort, ** There is
no straw given unto thy servants to make brick,” and be
sensible that it was well founded, I would resign the service,
Without it, I should not know how to acquit the ever.
blessed God of being a hard master, gathering where he had
not strewed, and reaping where he had not sown, |

We will now attend to the evidence, which digeotly proves
that men have natural ability perfcot]y to love ‘ind obey
God, and comply with the gospel.

I argue it from the fact that God has commanded it. It

will not be doubted that the Supreme Lawgiver enjoins men
to love him with all their heart, with all their goul, with all
their mind, and with all their strength, and their neighbor
as themselves ; that he commands all men every where, to
repent, and return to him with their whole heart; that he
commands them to believe the gospel under pain of damna-
tion, and to be holy, even as he is holy, and to have holy
and new hearts, that is, to be in the possession of holy feel-
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ings, without delay. “ Ciroumcise yourselves,”" says he,
“and gake away the foreskins of your hearts, ye men of
Jarusalom, and inhabitants of Judah.” “O Jerusalom ! wash
thine heart from wickedness, that thou mayest be saved.”
“(Oust away your transgressions, whereby ye offend, and
mahke you a new heart and a new spirit, for why will ye
die?" ‘“ Repent and be converted, that your sinsg may be
blotted out.” ** Believe on the Lord Jesus Christand thon
shalt be saved.” - Lot the wicked forsake his way, and the
unrighteous. man his thoughts.” ** Rend your heaits, and
not your garments,” *“ purify your hearts, ye double mind-
ed” “ And this—is his commandment ; that we should
believe on the name of his son Jesus Christ, and love one
another” To these might be added a vast many other
passages, indeed all the precepts of seripture which enjoin

. holiness in general, or some of its particular branches. Now

I appeal to you, whether God will ever command what it is
impossible for men to perform. Can you for a moment
suppose, that the Judge of all the earth will require of
men what is beyond their strength, and that under the pe-
nalty of his everlasting displeasure ? Then, indeed, are the

. complaiuts which sinners make against the Most High, for

the strictness of his law, well-founded. And can yon belih
that men are in the right, and Jehovah’s conduet infinitely
in the wrong ?  “ Far be it from God that he should do
wickedness, and from the Almighty, that he should eommit
iniquity I “ What shall we say then ? is there unrighteous-
ness with him ? God forbid | yea, let God be true, and every
man a liar.,” . Whatever be the consequence, we will, with
Elihu, “ascribe righteousness to our Maker.” We are now
prepared to see the force of the following argument.

God will not command what men are unable to perform.
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of the righteous shall be upon hink; and the wickedness
of the wicked shall be upon him."

That present ability is the only ground of present obli
gation to keep the commands of God, may be farther
illustrated in thie manner. Upon the deelaration of war,
a oitizen mutilates his person, in order that he may not he
draughted on military service. Now the man dorerves to
be punished, to the full extent of his guilt, for inoapacitat.
ing himeelf for the service of his country, But after he
has become mutilated, it would not be right to require of

~ him the service of an able-bodied man, and punish him for

not rendering it! e desetves punishment for outting of
his foot, for instance; but it would be tyrannieal to re
quire him to walk after it was out off. In like manner, if
Adam when he first sinned, deliberately deprived himself
and all his posterity of the power of future obedience, for
that sin he richly deserved to be punished; but it would
not be equitable to require any further obedience of him.
Tor the one act by which he destroyed his power to walk
in the ways of obedience, he is to blame ; but he is not to
blame for not walking in them after he has lost the power.
1t is evident, however, that God did require obedience of
Adam after his fall, and that he does still require holy
obedience of his fallen descendants, which upon every
prineiple of equity, proves that, though they have lost the
will to obey, they did not lose the power, on which every
just command is founded.

The second way in which men evade the foroe of the
argument for natural ability, as it is inferred from the
commands of God, is by saying, that though we are not
able to obey, God has promised to, give strength to thos
who ask Aim. They maintain that the character of God

K
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is oleared from the imputation of eommanding an impossi-
bility, by the promise of supernatural strength to those
who ask it of him.

To this evasion 1 have four objections, each of which to
my mind appears substantinl, In the first place, it mis-
takes the nature of that strength which the grace of Glod
confers.  The influences of the Bpirit do not cormmunionte
any new physioal strength to the faoculties of the mind.
Sin does not congist imeak understanding, or memory,
or judgment; nor does grnoo strengthen any old faoulty, or
communioate any new one. | It merely leads to a right use
of what is already pOMGMO(* It inolines its subject to do
what he was previously able to do. A person after con-
vorsion hos no better talents, and no other pmnmn of body
or mind, than what he had while unconverted. But this
he has—he has a different disposition, a new inolination to
lay himself out for the glory of God. The evasion them
is inoorreot in stating that man stands in need of, and ask-
ing shall receive, that whioh the grace of Glod never con-
fors, viz., new natural ability for the performance of daty.

In the seoond place, the evasion is objectionable, inas-
muoh as it involves the contradiction of supposing that the
sinner does that in order to obtain grace, which it is morally
impossible for him to do until he first have grace. It sup-
poses.that before he oan repent he must pray for grace,
while it is certain that he cannot pray for grace without
having first repented. What does the asking for grace
mentioned in the evasion mean? A mere utterance of the
words of prayer ? That surely will not be pretended. Or

does it mean the acceptable prayer of sincerity and faith ?

But that prayer is never offered by the unrenewed man,
nor can it be while he continues such. The evasion sup-
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poses God to have given a law which man cannot keep
without grace, that grace is only to be obtained by prayer,
and yet prayer always pre-supposes grace! It attributes
to God the conduct of one who should command a man
without legs to walk, and then upon his complaining of the
corfimand on aceount of his inability, to alleviate his situa-
tion, should command him to walk to him, and he would
then give him the power of walking!

In the third place, I objeet to the evasion that if it be
true that a man cannot repent without supernatural
strength, and that this can only be obtained by asking
God for it, that the only thing which the sinner is bound
to do s to ask ; that the whole of his duty is narrowed
down to that one act. He is not bound to repent before
he asks, for upon the supposition he is unable; nor is he
bound after he asks, for if God hears his prayer, he already
repents, and if God does not hear his prayer, he cannot
help it. But I need not inquire, whether the duty of
prayer is the only duty enjoined in the scriptures.

In the fourth place, I object to the evasion as derogu-
tory to the character of God, and subversive of the nature
of grace. It supposes the Supreme to have given a law
which men cannot keep, and then to clear himself, pro-
mises grace to help them out. It makes the divine pro-
cedure like that of a king who should levy a tax beyond
the resources of his subjects, and should then justify him-
self by permitting them to draw on the royal treasury

enough to satisfy the demand. Such a procedure is no
<lass subversive of the character of grace. The very term

grace implies that it is purely gratuitous, and might be
justly withheld. But if grace be necessary to obedience,
then jpstice obliges God to confer it, and grace is no more
grace, but a mere debt.
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It still remains true, for aught that has yet appeared to
the contrary, that the sinner has power to love God,
repent, and embrace the gospel, according to the com-
mandments of the Most High. This truth is confirmed
by many positive texts of scripture, which attribute the
impenitence of sinners, not to a want of ability, but to a
want of inclination, or the depravity of the will. ““Qh fool-
ish people, and without understanding, which have eyes,
and see not, which have ears, and hear mot.” * Son of
man! thou dwellest in the midst of a rehellious people,
which have eyes to see, andsee not ; they have ears to hear,
and hear not : for they are a rebellious house.” ¢ Bring
forth the blind people that have éyes, and the deaf that
have ears.” “ They are like the deaf adder that stoppeth
her ears, which will not hearken to the voice of the char-
mers charming never so wisely.” ¢ Those mine enemies,
that would not that T should reign over them, bring hither,
and slay before me.” “ This is the condemnation, that
light is come into the world, and men love darkness rather
than light, because their deeds are evil. For every one
that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light,
lest his deeds should be reproved.” * O Jerusalem ! Jeru-
salem ! how often would I have gathered your children
together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her
wings, and y2 would not.” “Ye will not come unto me,

| that ye might have life.,”  All these authorities ascribe

the sinner’s impenitence to a voluntary disinclination, and
not to a want of ability. But here we shall be told, that
there is another class of texts which assert his positive dis-
ability ; such as:these: “ No man can come unto me, ex-
cept the Father which hath sent me draw him.” ¢ How
can ye, being evil, speak good things?” ¢ How can ye
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believe which receive honor one of another, and e.eek not
the honor which cometh from God only?” “Having eyes
full of adultery, which cannot cease from sin.” 4

¢ The natural man receiveth not the things of the SI.“T“
of God ; neither can he know them, because they are 8pirit
ually discerned.” The remarks already made have given
us a clue, I trust, to the meaning of such passages, which
must be interpreted in accordance with the ot.her .texts
already adduced, as the Bible nowbere contradiots xtself“.
When the Redeemer says, “ no man can come unto me,
he himself interprets it by saying ¢ ye will no¢ come unto
me that ye might have life.” . Instances thl.mut rzumber
may be adduced from the inspired volume, in which the
word cannot is used to denote nothing more th'an  strong
disinclination. ¢ Haste thee, escape thl?her, ' said the
angel to Lot, “ for I cannot do anything till thou be come
lﬂ“‘t‘h'i‘rl.\e tabernacle of the Lord and the altar of burnF-
offering were at Gibeon ; but David could not go before it
to inquire of the Lord, for he was afraid, becatfse ?f the
sword of the angel of the Lord.” ¢ C'm.z th.a.t which is un-
savory be eaten without salt?”” * My iniquities have taken
hold of me, so that I am not able to look up.” I am
troubled that I cannot speak.” * The Lord l.mth spoken,
who can but prophesy ?”"  “ This isa hard saying, who ¢
hear it ?"” Joseph’s brethren hated him, and * could not

ak peaceably unto him.”
speButp::e notysinners compared to dry bones—very dry

in the valley of vision ? - Can any thing more fully express.

an entire destitution of power and life? And na?urzf‘l
men are said too,to be *dead in trespasses and sins,
and what power can be attributed to the dead ? Upons
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little reflection, all this admits Jof a very satisfactory luci-
dation. Sinners are as destitute of every holy feeling and
every gracious emotion, as the dry and scattered bones of
those who have been long dead are of every vestige of ani-
mation, and can no more be renewed and sanctified by any
application of the means than that crumbling skeletons
should hearken to the prophet's call and awaken into life.
In like manner, to be dead in trespasses and sins, is to be
destitute of all the vitality of holiness, not to be wanting
in capacity for holy duties. Their capacity is implied in
| the exhortation, O dry bones! hear the word of the
Lord,” and in the call to the uncounverted, * Awake thou
that slegpest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall
| give thee light.”” Being dead in sin, necessarily implies
being alive to sin, and the exercise of those faculties and
powers which employed in a different way would be a new
life unto righteousness.

There is yet another objection to'the doctrine of man’s
' having all necessary ability to obey God, which will arise
. in the minds of some in this form. ¢ It cannot be that I
have ability to love and obey God ; for I know I have the
will, and yet I do it not. If I have wished for any thing,

ltar of burnt.
ot go before it
recause of the
t which is un-
ies have taken

»" «1 am s I bave wished that I might repent and believe, but still I
hath spoken, find I cannot. Though I have sincerely desired it, and
ying, who ca . made many earnest endeavors after it, I am still as far from
ad “ could ot believing and repenting as ever.” Correct conceptions of

the nature of the desires and endeavors of the unrenewed

nes—rvery dfj. WOl-lld effectually show you that this plea is ill-founded.
+ fully expres Thxs. subject has never been set in a clearer light than by
And natur! [ President Edwards, in his Inquiry into the Freedom of the
G ahd e Will. I will quote a part of what he says in the fifth sec-

ad? Upons tion of the third part of that work.
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“1. What is here supposed, is a great mistake and gross
absurdity ; even that men may sincerely choose and desire
those spiritual duties of love, acceptance, choioe, rejection,
&o, consisting in the will itselfy or in the disposition and
inelination of the heart; and yet not be able to perform or
exert them. This is absurd, beeause it is absurd to suppose
that a man should directly, properly, and gincerely incline
to have an inelination, which is at the same time oontrary
to his inclination; for that is to suppose him inelined to
that which he is not inelined to. If a man, in the state
and acts of his will and inelination, does properly and direct.
ly fall in with those duties, he therein performa them ; for
the duties themselves consist in that very thing: they con.
sist in the state and acts of the will being eo formed ‘and
directed. If the soul properly and sincerely falls in witha
certain proposed act of the will or choice, the roul therein
makes that choice its own,  Kven as when a moving body
falls in with a proposed direction of its motion, that is the
same thing as to move in that direetion,

“2. That which is called a desire and willingness for
those inward ditties, in such as do not perform them, has
respect to those duties only indirectly and remotely, and is
improperly represented as a willingness for them, not only
because it respects those good volitions only in a distant
view and with respect to future time; but also beoause ever-
more not these things themselves, but something else that
is foreign and alien, is the object that terminates their
volitions and designs,

“ A drunkard who continues in his drunkenness, being
under the power of a love and violent appetite to strong
drink, and without any love to virtue; but being also ex:
tremely covetous and close, and very much exercised and
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grieved at the diminution of his estate, and the prospeet of
poverty, may in a sort desire the virtue of temperance ; and
though his present will is to gratify his extravagant appetite,
yot he may have a wish to fnrlmm' future aote of intempe
rance, and forsake his excesses, Ahirough an unwillingness
to part with his money : but still goos on with his drunken
ness: his wishes and endeavors are insufficientand ineffeotunl;
such o man has no proper, direet, and sinoere willingness to
forsake his vieo, and the vicious deeds that belong to it ; for
he acts voluntarily in eontinuing to drink to exocess : his
desire is very improperly termed a willingness to be tempe
rate; it i no true desire of that virbue ; for it is not virtue
that terminates his wishes ; nor have they any direot respect
at all toit. It is only the saving his money, and avoiding
poverty, that terminates and exhausts the whole strength of
his desire. 'Tho virtue of temperanco is regarded-only
very indireotly and improperly, even as a necessary means
of gratifying the vice of covetousness.

“Bo a man of an exceeding corrupt and wicked heart,
who has no love to God and Jesus Christ, but, on the eon
trary, being very profunely and earnally inclined, has the
groatest distaste of the things of religion, and enmity
against them ; gt being of a family that from one geners
tion to another, lave most of thewm died in youth, and of an
hereditary consumption, and so, having little hope of living
long ; and havigg been instructéd in the necessity of supreme
love to Christ,\and gratitude for his death and sufferings,

cin order to Mis salvation from eternal misery ; if, under

these ciroumstances, he should, . through fear of eternal
he had such o disposition ; but his profane
and carnal"heart remaining, he continues still in his habitual

distaste of, and enmity to God and religion, and wholly
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without any exercise of that love and gratitude, (ne dowht
lose the very devila themselves, notwithetanding all the
devilishness of their temper, would wish for n holy Weart, if
by that weans they could get out of hell:) in this ense,
there {8 no sineere willingnose to love Christ, and ehoose
him e hie ohief good ¢ thess holy dispositions and exeroise
are not at all the direet ohjeet of the willt they truly share
o part of the inolination or desire of the soul; but all is

torminated on deliverance from torment ; and these graces

and plous volitions, notwithetanding this foreed consent,
ate looked wpon as undesivable, ae when o slck man denire
a dowe he greatly abhors to_save his life"

From this it elearly appears, that you have never really
desired holiness, for which you have had no more than an
indirect Wish, ae a necossary means of csoaping hell,  The
apprehension of misery is all that exoites your anxlety, and
should a new revelation from heaven assure you, that the
mouth ot the pit wae for ever eclosed, your religious solioitude
would be effectually allayed, and your desives for holines
completely gone,  That you have had such dosires, and
with such feelings have made earnegt endeavors, and stil
continue unholy, is a matter of no surprize, and can never
be adduced as a just argument to disprove that a holy
inolination is all that is wanting to make you holy, and that
of course you have the natural ability to be holy.

There is another and last objeotion to this dootrine which
I shall briefly notice. It is this, If no man ever did, if
w0 man ever will become holy without the supernatural
influences of the Spirit, how oan it be said with any propriety,
that men have the natural ability to become holy of them
selves ?

I answer by asking what it is that makos tho influences
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opf the Bpirit necessary in any onne 7 Io it that men have
no natural facultion or power to ohey God 7 or in it beonuse
they are nverse of their own nosord to use thetn | <un aver
glon so strong that it will never give way, till the Almighty
Hpirit makes them willing | <<an aversion so universal, that .
no one ever has of will exiet without it 7 1 leave you 1o
judge now, whether it be a fair inforenos, that beonuse all
men are thus obstinately unwilling to do their duty, that

~ therefure no man ia able to do iv.  "T'he fuot that every one

who becomen a Ohristian, beoomes such by the influences
of the Bpirit, doos not touch the question of man's natural
power, but only proves the universality of this unwilling
noss==n triuth whioh is not in dispute,

Having thue proved, T trust, that all men have natural
ability to obey Glod, and that the only reason why they do
not, is purely voluntary, in short, is their unwillingness
md having answered such objections to the dootrine, ns |
am noquainted with, 1 proceed to deduco and illustrate »
fow practioal inforenoes.

[ romark,

1. That, if men have power to obey God, the want of
disposition to do so, is no excuse for disobedience, and
therefore that Glod may justly condetan them for want of a
right disposition, Very frequently, when sinners are urged
to the duties of* repentance, faith, and love to God, they
plead that they have ne heart for them, and leave us to
infer that they are not to blame for their impenitenee,
because God has not given them a different heart. My
object under this head of remark, is to show the perfect
futility of this common plea. :

The Most High never blames for the want of talents
which he has not given, nor requires the improvement of
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Agnin, If the sxotse be ot all valid, the mors sinfal & man
beoomen, the lews deserving is ho of punishment, For if a
Hiwinelination to daty in o renson why ome shonld not be
puninhed for it negleat, then n stronger disinelination is a
strongoer tonson why one shonld not be punished for
it nogleot ; and thus as the disinelination inerenses in
strongth, doos the exouss inerenss in its validity. Bt
i to foel a disinolination for duty is sinfal, & stronger
disinolination is more deeply sinful, And if the stronger
the disinolination, the mors valid the exeuse, then the

more deeply sinful, the more valid the exenss, that is, the
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pinre dooply bl & man bosomes, the los dosstying ts e
ol eondemitntiog

Again, 1 ol ha nob o tlght to domand a holy diapo
attton of those who Kave 1t wok he g wo elght to de
wiand anything of thewt  For be hae no thght to demul
natiial abiliey, or poswer, of them whivh he lae nob sof
munieated - talonts, which he hae nob enbeustod,  Nog
will £8 B mabd, that it would be right for him to demund
wiekednoas, oF an wnholy disposttion,  T'he only other
thing whivh te left whivh he oan demand, fa holiness, or o
holy Neart, and i1 he miny nob Justly demand tAat of thos
who have it wobt Cwhioh 6 the exounse be valld he many
not,) then the Most High hae absolutely no tight to de
wand any thing of the einner,

Aain, 16 this exenes be o good one, there ta no snel
thing ae sin i the world,  For all ain may be reduoed to
nowant of tlaht dieposition, and € men are nob to blame
for thig, they are nob to blame for anything, and there is
no blameworthy epoature fn existence,

Againy B offering this excuse, sinners necossarily oo
demn the ever blessed God.  Like the unprofitable servant
who hid hie master's talont, they come into his presence
and sy, Lond ! T knew thee, that thow arl a hard man,
reaping where thow hast not sown, and gathering where
thou hast not strewed.”  In presenting this exouse, you
throw all the blame on Godi  For he doex demand your
heart, though you have no digposition to give it him, and
he threatens you with endless misery iff you do not comply.
Now iff your excuse fe good, God ie requiring what fe not
tight, nay he is doing you an infinite wrong, in threaten
ing infinite woe. \With all this, you by implioation
oharge him, in your selfjustifying pleas, and all this is

ttite, IF yoh
sonelder wh
yottt Mo
by ute Alwiig
welght ntid «
it the wiy o
Aggnin, yur
you are the |
When o fulle
ik oot hit
tight dlaponit
namign why (1
thete are 1y
longor wilene
things, althoy
ton o do ol
shame, pover|
although in |
bion to do oth
soll, when he
though nt the
tion to do oth
abused their |
sisted in refusi
he had spared
hotrayed inno
their eonduot,
position to nol
sooner or lator
pour upon thei
broak upon the
ness of their pli




I

o loms doserying 1a o

tomand a holy disp
line ne rlght to e
Cie Hlght o demand
Weh he hos nob soin
L M\kmlhut Nt
b for Wi b demnnl
b The only other
and, e holiness, or «
Homand At of those
wae b valld he way
wely o eight o do

ne, thore fa no anel
nomay be redueed to
nen are nob to blame
iything, and there is
N

ners necossarily oon
yunprofitable servant
ne into his presence
thow arl a hard man,
nd gathering where
ing this exouse, you
e does demand your
1 to give it him, and
I you do not comply
equiring what ie not
) wrong, in threaten
you by implieation
leas, and all this is

RV JUNKEN WEINNS GHRINIMAS & 127

ttre, 1 yotee plon is woll furnded. O ! sinner, e ¥
sonmitder what Vil your guilty asxotses nro henping sty
gt Mukot 7 T'hoy will bo all rollod ek tpon gon
hy ati Alwighty atem, and will fall with s o9 e wholming
welght aod otush gou, If e topontod of whils yot yon e
i the way with your ndversnry,

Anlt, you never novept sush o plon from nuothior whey
yott are tho party injured, and solfloves doss et blind yon
When o fullow sronbire distrossos i hnton you, you do
ok destn Wit oxoused bosauss he plonds that o hias ne
tight disposition townrds you,  And what renson s you
awiggt why God should nooopt wneh plon from you 7 Nay,
theote are momonts in whish sonssionos, that will be no
longer silencod, sponks out and sondemmms you for doing
things, although when you did them, you had no disgeni-
tion to do othorwise,  The take who i overtaken with
shame, poverty, and disense, bitterly somdermns himsolf,
although in Lis onteor of lissutlousnoss he had 1o dinpomi-
tion to do othorwise, I'he sonvieted sinner oondemns him.
solf, when he sees the futal oonsequenoes of transgrossion
though at the time of his disobedionos, he had no dimposi-
tion to do otherwise,  T'he sons of Jnoob, after they had
nhused their brother Joseph ; Phataoh, after he had per-
wisted in refusing to omanoipate the Lsraelities ; Saul, after
he had spared the Amalekiten ; and Jadas;~after he had
botrayed innooent blood ; all sondemmned themselves for
their eonduot, although at the time of it, they had no dis-
position to aot in a different manner. And all sinners,
sooner ot later, either when the light of eonvietion shall
pour upon their hearts in this world, or the light of eternity
broak upon their vision in the next, perceiving the false
ness of their plea, and themselves stripped of every excnse
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peenend e Hhe warit of Bolihess, vig are mnn!'mmhwf o
Vietian of putlt B lete e vo buter souranll with
Al of el inetifontiog, the areowe of the Must Mighty
whe kil b winke alter, and who swonnde b bssl, will
Hover beaeh vour Woark B0 lodg o8 voue Hearte sbe die
posed e Break hie Bande nennder, and sidt the eorde of

hie whlioatione o vun Be that aitbeth i the hesvone

Wl Tanah ok vuiie by Al vee pont in lite mobe diaplened e
THEOW tont Bosom dpen thok, b o sehee of vone ihegeie
able it Be willing o sov ponreslves we yiol are, and
Avkiorledge what yon aee Dike solPeondemted teatbore,
e the halter abont your neeks with sour own hande
and then go and thiowe yureelvee wpon Hhe mersy of He
Wi, Befire o logal i veatigation ehall setort the son feeion
of teneonable guilt, and the vedemption of your somle sene
firever

The doetrine of tan's natural ability fiae boen made to
Boat wpon the vase of the wheonverted sinnet. Tt hae
Boen shewn that, possessing power to obey, his want of
inelination admite of we possible exense. Tt remaing to show
that ft has an equal bearing wpon the ense of the converted
saint.  God ot only eommande that the sinner ghould
vepent and ewmbrace the gospel, but that the saint ghould
be perfoetly holy, and =0 far ae he comes short of it he is
Dnexcneable on the same ground that the unreconeiled ein
wer B fnexensable.  Natural ability to perform our whole
duty ix the basis of the sinnet’s obligation to repent and he
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'Mp-l-”v 'v"'.v‘. it of thee cWHemtitns 6F the sxint whey has
popitibindd e b potfaetly Wiy, AnA the only romsom why e
s it batt b, eithet sttt sitvtet in petfoetly holy in thnt
ity ttid tits enetl b o potfnet inatinntion o be holy " e
diffutetion bibwenti o tofiowod pormn and an anrenewsd, is
(it (o ot e o petind inelisation (o be hely, and fhat
i ibbet binm tier tnelitoations ob /8l The Aiffororoe hodwooy
o anitik tpot satth wifl o sited i hotivats 14 that the imé has
i pvttinl inelitation to b holy, and the other haa o porfact
inelinbion b be wer Now a8 sints atid sinters pemsess the
antit tinteral alility to e holy, the snint is no mors axéns
abile it Vi e ging and itnperfost inslination than the sinner
o fior hie botl wateh of - tight inslination. The servant whe
wotka lugily it e tnetet's strployment is teprehensible on
the ante gronnd, thaugh tiok b the same sxtent with the
sornnh whits will ok work ab a1l And yot many Ohristinn
porantis gpeale und focl ne thomgh they wers nod awats of
thie: They look baek tpot the dags of their anregenarany,
anll henrtily  condemn  their sharaster s inaxonsable

bitt see hind litbles geeild it mort being tow vastly mors holy
than they nee They tenson mueh like the impenitent

when they speak of the strength of their sorraptions as
somnething whish they satnot help, and exenses themselves
in the want of more -intensely holy feslings, besanss God
haa not given them larger mensares of his grase. Now they
ate blameworthy, not merely on the ground that their
cateless walk and indevotion have deprived them of the
larger effusions of the Bpirit, which remedy the wrong dis-
position of the heatt, but on the broader basis of theiy
natural nbility, which at all times obliges them as acconntable
creatures, not merely to be partially, but perfectly holy.
Honoo ought the ohildren of (od to fesl that they should
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be perfust even as their Father in hoaven. is porfoot, that
overy dagree of ehort-coming, as it dove not ariee from o
want of power, but of disposition, is inexeusable ; that God
hae n right to demand their porfection on the ground of
their ability, without giving the influences of his Bpirit,
that such i their guilty disinelination to perfest holiness
that it never will be overcome, exvept by thesovereign and
almighty power of the Bpicit; and that all their desires
after perfoet holiness, so long ae they ate not perfectly holy,
like the rinner's desives after repentance, are not proper,
direct, and sineere,

I remark,

2. That iff men possess natural ability to do and to be
all that God requirves; it follows that they are not passive
in regeneration.

The common opinion, that depravity consiste in a depray
od heart, existing anterior to depraved feelings; (hat itisa
constitutional and physieal depravity independent of our
will; and that regeneration, which remedies it, is a miracu.
lous ereation of a newmature, from which holy feelings
spring, the |\|whmtinn':((-‘hn new faculty which the sinner
never possessed bofore, and the infusion of & new prineiple

which must be possessed in order to render him eapable of

holy feelings, is inconsistent with the doetrine of man's
natural ability to do all that God requires; or shall we not
rather say, that the dootrine of man's natural ability is sub-
versive of such an idea of his passivity in regeneration !
Gol commands men to make them new hearts and a new
spirit.  He makes it their duty to be regenerate, And
men have natural ability to do and to be all that God com-
mands, But if rogeneration be the oreation of a new
physical faculty, an operation in which man is passive, he
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line no ability to be regenerate.  Nay, if God teqites that
of we in which wo fite passive, he toqtites nothing of us, He
roqyitites that we Should be aeted wpon, not that we should
et But it is evident, that the ptevalent iden of pussivity
in regenergtion guite mistakes the nature of that change.
[t attribtifes moral oharncter to something which exists
anterior to the voluntary, nctive exetcises of the sonl, for
which alone eonseience and seripture c‘c:lnm s responsible.
Agnin, all that the divine law requires™is love, ‘ Love is
the fulfilling of the law.”  T'he fruip of the Bpirit is love.”
To make n new heart, then, means nothing more than to
osgroise holy love,  And is n man passive in the exercise of
holy love ? 'This view of the subject is agreesble to the
experience of all who have ever bedome regenerate. They are
not eonseious of the ereation of any new power, of the
infusiopf of n}y new prineiple in which they were passive, but
ate njerely gensible of the exervise of riew holy feelings,
whicl ’Hmy\k\m}w indeed they would never, if left to them-
selves\have ohofen to exorciso, but in which they were as
voluntary and aotive as in any unholy foelings they ever exer-
oised. They aot in being acted upon: It eannot be shewn
in what respeot the first holy exercise differs from any of
the subsequent ones, except in its being the first. And if
o saint is notive in all his subsequent holy exercises of mind,
what renson oan be assigned why he is not in the first?
The same power which began must perpetuate holiness in
his heart, and as the saint is active in perpetusted holiness,
%0 is he notive in commencing holiness.

Agnin, if men are naturally able to do their whole daty,
nothing but their unwillingness keeps them from it. If
they were willing, if they had holy inclinations, their duty
would be performed, and the first exercise of these would
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be their regencration ; but ir it not evident that they would
be aetive in this?  Txa man passive in willing to be holy
or in holy inelinations P Men are not bound to possess th,
imflwences of the Spirit of God, for them they eannot com
mand.  They are dispensed in uncontrollable sovereignty,
But they are bound to* possess those holy feelings whiel
that Spirit produces,  They are bound to have new hearts,
that is, holiness, S0 long as men think that regeneration
is some miraculons operation in which they ave passive, and
neceesarily must be wrought by an agent which they can
not command ; =0 long, in short, as the new heart is
supposed to be any thing besides the first exercise of holy feel
ings, men will deny their natural ability to be holy, repel
all exhortations to be-converted, and never fool the foree
of the obligation to make them new hearts and a new
spint.

1 remark,

3. Tfsinners are naturally able to comply with their duty,
and yet unwilling to do it, we are furnished with a satis
factory reconciliation of those passages of seripture which
speak of repentance, faith, and love, as man's duly, witl
those passages Which speak of them as God's got. [t
explains the consistency of man's being in some places com
manded to make them new hearts, and the new heart
being in other placet said to be the work of the Spirit and
Q’I“ of God.

In the first place, men by the very possession of natural
ability, are laid under obligations to be holy. The natural
talonts with which God has entrusted them they ought to
improve by the exercise of holy affectiogs. And what they
ought to do, God has a right to command thém to do. It
is therefore right in God to command men to love him, to
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repent, and believe in Christ,  Their power to do o lays
them under obligations to do so, from which they ean in no
wige be excused.  And hence the propriety of speaking of
love, repentance, and faith, as man's duty, and urging him
to ite immediate performanee. But in the next place, though
thie e man's duty, he is obstinately unwilling to do it, and
that is his depravity, Urge him to 9o it, ply him with all
the inducements whieh the whole magazine of truth affords,
and in all the ways which the whole system of means ean
present them, and he will refuse, The wicked will conti-
nie to do wickedly, Though Christ most tenderly invites
him, he will not go unto him that he might have life, Now
God, who sees him in this guilty frame of mind, peroeives
that he ean, by the almighty influence of his Spirit upon
the heart, remove his obstinacy, and make him willing to
love, repent, and believe ; and when he does it, he is said
to give him love, repentance, and faith, But isit not olear,
that what God has given him he was bound of himself to
have, and that the exercises of love, repentance, and faith,
which are God's gift, were his duty before God gave them ?
And it would have been right to have urged him to relin-
quish his obstinacy, before God subdued him by his grace,
and made him willing in the day of hig power, and if God
had never done so, it would still have been his unalterable
duty to be willing. Hence we see the propriety of exhort-
ing sinners to repentance and holiness of heart, for they are
bound to it independently of the grace of God, while ano-
ther portion of revealed truth assures us, that if .they ever
do repent and become holy, it will be in consequence of re-
pentance given, and holiness communicated by the sovereign
and free Spirit of God, Hence we see the reason why God,
As & moral governor, invariably demands holiness, and in




(R}

wity,
| vomnrk,

b That 1F wen havie nabaral /ability to ambraos 1)
gorpel, and wre ot Willing to do 1, the destraotion of (0
non-eleot (s to be atteibutod entively to themselven,

1t haw boon constantly wrged by the supporters of Ay
minianiem, that 1F none possibly ean omhrace the gonsypel
but those on whom w soverelgn God eonfors his graee, the
the vest of mankind, the noneleet, nre placsd under a hir
and nvinolble necossity of bélug forever lost,  And (he
It wuoh be the eondition of
the non-eleot, all the rensoning and woripture In the worll
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condemned for thelr trangression of the law, and had n
right to expeot that God should ever provide a Baviour,
or place pardon within their reach,
granted, If indeed the non-cleot are treated as the mer
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ed there is no injustice done them,
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commanded 1o be pronshed 1y wvary erenbines snb b W
alao 1 Are they not the primmern of hops we well us
othora ¥ The word whish Ohris wpkss, whnll that pin
Judge' them, wnd are sy nob sondemned for reaud Viny
the gonpel 1 Aud hiow snn wo snswer Wi whe )m’vmau;
Into the wipuily uf umulmmiug Vs mom-sles, fir nn l’llMy
what they lwyve no power o do 1 "I'he objsthon, | m,mtn'
W unanaweralile, Mo long we the natursl iwnbilivy of Nu:
nnor bn mnlutalnsd, the - Armbnlan mny siriks u blow wt
th vikals of Onlvinism whish no skill s parry. I was
thin unfounded Idon of the slnner's npikanes in every
wonme, held by 1l Toplady, wnd s, in the famous
vontroversy whish took plase I Crent Beitaln shout o
mlddls of the last oontury, which gawe sush an nd vty
to Wenley, Wlotohir, and other oondyubins, whon they q',
ponlod o the equitable foslings of wankind, Whils the
former founded the dostrine of wrverelgn snd unomditions)
elootlon wpon Indisputable testimontos of the word of
God, they eonneoted 1t with » view of humne whility w
subversive of Justios, that the Intter, thinking thet the
doctrine and the view mum, sand or ful) togother, and s
ing the horrld consequences of the view, W ;;mmulul
thommolven that the dootrine was not eontained in mny oA
thowe toxts In which It is so insontrovertibly declared
[nntond of maintaining that no man pomsibly can embracs.
the gospel without the grace of God, had the friends of
election maintained to # cerbainty no man vill believe
without the mfluence of the Bpirit, and that his impenitence
and unbelief arise from no obstacle but an obmtinate and
voluntary rejection of merey and aversion o holiness, there
hn«! not probably been made a bresch, great like the sea,
which has not been healed to this day. It would then
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placed within the renoh of all j that wen, in- rejooting it
are not controlled by an impossibility or fntality, but
choose death, become the anthors u:f their own 1'1‘!4/"!“'“”".
and are justly eondemned ; and it would then have beoy
admittod by all the teuly plous, that though all sontinge
to rejoot malvation with o desperate whatinnoy, God hag
power to vemove that obstinaey, and ean make them will
ingg in the day of power without destroying or interforing

“with the freedom of their will, and that he has a right t

exeroise that power on whom he chooses, ncoording to the
wood plensure of his will, and that the disorimination does
n\injury to those who are puesed by, The inferonce
would then have appeared easy to moet of those who now
hold contrary views, that what God doos ho must have
intended to do, and that if' it is right for God, in time, to
bostow on some that grace which ho might justly have with
held from all; then it was right in God from oetornity to
muke that seleetion and design to confor that graoce,

I remark,

0. If moen possess natural ability to turn to Ged, and
nothing prevents them but their unwillingness, then it is o
wicked thing’in thom to be waiting God's time, till he
shall by the influences of the Spirit turn them.

It follows, that the moment you know your ddty, you
are botd to perform it, “To him that knoweth to do
good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.”"  To continue in
the neglect of duty, when no impediment stands in the
way, 1 need not say, is wicked. But how much more
wicked is it to negleot it for such reasons, and with such
foelings a8 these! ‘I know that it is mi§ duty to love
aud obey God, and that it is reasonable and proper that I
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ahould, Bt l-ati detormined wot to do #o, unhl Chod
the Holy Bpitg, shall, fbsoma time, OVOrpower iy ralm//:
nanoe, and make me do i, The pan do i, if ho plonses, ae
ho has done to-mnny unwillings #inners bosidon mymll'.' I
will, therofore, wait bis owy/ time. 1 will oonbinue
offend him, till he oongquerd o by his grase, | will pro
lonig my ungodly contest with him, till ho makes me drop
my wonpons,  And if his timo should never oome, if he
nover subduos my obstinancy in  the day of his power, |
will eomtinue his onomy Wl 1 dio,” Now this in, by fair
vonstruetion, the feeling of those who are un willing to turn
to God, and nro waiting for Glod's time 1o turn them, by
the irrewistible inftuonces of his Hpirit. [t may bo present
ing the subject in a little more glaring and obyvious light,
than you have boon wont to view it.  But it is all involved
in a willingness to negleot religion, until ylm’ oan no longer
help attonding to it; in your intention to continae impeni
tont, till God shall arige in his power, and break, and sub
luo, and change your heart. And what, my friend, if
God’s time should never eome ? What, if God’s time
should never come? Are you willing to risk the welfare
of your eternity upon the certainty of such an event ?
This thing is certain, that God's time will never come,
while you continue to think as you do. It will never
come until you feel that you eannot defer your daty any
longer, until the pressing convietion is urged upon your
wind, that ““ now iy the accepted time, now is the day of
salvation.””  Now is God's accepted time ;—the only time
that you may ever know. “To-day, then, if ye will hear
bis voice, harden not your heart.” And will you still
maintain the controversy with your Maker, by pleading
that you have no natural ability to obey. No! you can-
H
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not do that, os long ae God e Just, and sommands olx
(onoo | ne Tong ns the Borlptores ave froe, and sbbelbig
your bnpenttenoe to n voluntary sod ehossis disinelluntion,
and not toow wiant of power,  Or, noknowloedglng  you
ntural ability to obey, will you still plond  your want o
diwponition ne n eafiolont exouse ¥ What | plead that w
an oxenee which be never acodptod In limnn soslety -

< oxouse which dender God the vighit to punish any orontur

upon hle revold ngadnet e government |- nn oxouse whiol,
would prove that the more sluful you beoome, the le
dosorviig of pundshifont j<<whioh vietually donfon God's
rlght to demand any thimg of his orentures | an exeus
whieh would dieprove the exlatonso of niy mornl evil in th
nnlvorae jconncogoune whioh corvios with 16 the highes
tmpenchment of the divine equity ;<<one whioh you woull
roJoot with tndignation, wore (6 offored you by o follow
oronture ; one whioh, in the lueld fntervals of your momnl
porception, you eannot necept from yoursell ;- mad one o
whieh porsistod fn will be rulnous, by procluding you from
all convietion of gullt, and ie fncompntible with that fuel
ing of' solCoondemnation, whioh must provede the exten
slon of merey towards you - And do you now say, thet o
conviotion that your exeuse is inexousnble, does not alter
your dieposition ¥ that you still have no hoart to repent,
and how oan you ! What, now, lot me nak, would you
think of u child, who, aftor ho had wantonly and fmpu
doutly offended his puront, and that aggrieved parent had

~eome, and told him to bo worry for what he had done,

should reply that he did not feol like it, that ho had ne
hoart to ropent i—<would you not think that ho was adding
obstinacy to insult?  Aod whon the parent sghould stil
urge upon him the obligation to repent, he should plead
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im Tenpestiibend diagemition nn wn axenes, anel ingries how b
Wik 1o ot bisthor apieit, wonld Yo v sny hes wis bierinil
i huves w Visther MpAnt, s Jils Hrging um-h T

and nakedng muoh n (juestion, wan only evidencs of the wm,
Hiunnss of his Auptnved inshinnbion, thit 1ha plon wan
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i gilty ned inexousnblo, thut my very plon might justly

o mnde the graund of my oomdetnntion, It sill 1y

hoart doos not relont.  May 1 ot by iy pragors fnmure

that graoe which shall shango my dispemition ? 141w
o to peay, will nob Cod gve e wnother honrt?  No
you have no assuranos that he will,  1f he doon, 16 will s
b in nnmwer bo your prayors, wuch loss onn Jour praying
imeure it Reopentunios 1a your primmnry and i'mli-;mm‘nb!:’
duty,  This in the first stop you onti ke bmnrda the
porformance of your duty, snd the onjoymont, of ol s
favor,  Until this i done nothing is dons, A stibjoct,
rebols ngninst o wise nnd uood soversign,  Pardon ia pro
claimed on eondition that he throw dows, his arms and sal,
mit.  Now it will little svail him, that he senda Aatbering
messagon Lo hin sovereign, indites the most friendly a4
4lrumm to the throne, or nots the most kindl y part towards
his follow subjocts, so long as he continues in arme and
refuses to submit,  1f the arm of power arrest him in this
condition, he will he tronted, and condemned as 5 rebel
Having in like manner rebolled sgainst the King of kinygs
who has sent you a proclamation of merey on ('/r;;r)itirm rf
repentance and sabmission, it will avail you nothing, that

you offer the most importunate prayers, that you most
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diligently use the means of grace, behave in the llnncﬂ
unexeeptionable manner towarde your fellow men, providel
you have not fivet repented, and submitted to God. Tl
you do this, every prayer you offer fe mockery, every means
g.m wee fe making you worse and worse, Not nnly does
praying without repentance leave you in a state of con
demnation, but impenitent prayers, however long continued,
will not avail to proeure repentance, either by any intrineio
offioncy of their own, or by virtue of any promise that Gl
hag gi;'1=\\ in his word. There is not one word of encour
sgement in the whole compage of the seriptures to any
exertions of any one while he continues impenitent and
unconverted.  Without repentance you may pray till your
last breath expires, and read the seriptures till the mist of
death settles on your vision, and God not give you grace at
lagt, and then it will be no more an imputation on the
character of the Supreme, that he allowed an awakened
person to die without merey, than that he lets thousands of
careless perrone die without awakening, In short, I dare
nof/with the word of God for my guide, direct you to pray
Previous to repentance, and ae a means of getting it—for
that would be to direet you to offer an impenitent prayer,
it would be to direct you to prolong rebellion, by eub
stituting an insulting mockery for genuine submission. We
must adhere to the record, and beseech you to be recon.
eiled to God on his terms and without delay. We must
urge your obligations, and eall on you to cast away all
your transgressions, whereby ye offend, and make youa
new heart and a new spirit. To all your profemons of
desires after holiness, of endeavors after conversion, and
persevering prayers, we must bring you back to imliapx:@
able duty, and ask, do you love God ? do you repent of nn'."
do you believe in Christ? “ No, I do not. -I cannot.
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What ! is thete nothing in the character of the infitfitely
glotious and blessed (Jod that you van admwmite and loye 7
No form nor eomeliness in Christ why you should desire
him ? O what a wicked heart 18 that of yours, that I must
stand here and plead the rights of God with you, and after
all you should say that you eannot love him, ,'l'lm very
first apprehension of his being and ocharaoter should be
enotigh to fire your hearts. You onn love the world, you
ean love eontemptible plensures, and sinful follow-oreatures
You ean love your guilty and polluted selves, ¥ou oan love
«in, the most loathsome thing in the universe, and oan then
plead that you eannot love God | Hear, oh heavens | and
be nstonished, oh earth! How esn | repont 7 How
can you help repenting ? If you loved God it would be
an immediate and spontaneous emotion of your heart, You
would take a sacred pleasure in indulging your grief before
God. You would feel as though you should ohooss to g,
worrowing down to the grave, and up to the world where
Jesus is.  How oan you help repenting ? Ts it not the
most rational thing in the world? (an you think of sin
and ite exoeeding sinfulness without being filled with self
abhorrence ?  Can you look upon him whom your sins
have pierced, without your oyos affecting your heart 7
“ How oan I believe in Ohrist?”  How is it that you have
been able to live so long without believing in him? How
h_nvo you contrived to remain easy in your condemned
tituation, to refuse an offered and a finished salvation. o
despise the bleeding love of Ohrist, trample ander foot’thc
blood of the covenant, reject the Saviour's kind invitations)
doubt his gracious assurances, and expose yourselves to a]i
t\l;;;) u?znssqg::c:;uo; inom:ling 'the wrath of the Lamb?
oot et le would arise and make you feel as
onger disbelieve,

”
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FAREWELL LETTER

™

THE AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN SOCIETY
OF MONTREAL.

My prAR BRETHREN,

It ix required by custom, that a minister, when abou
% to retire from the pastoral care of a people who may see
his face no more, should improve the solemn ooconsion, by
taking such a view of the responsibilities of the past, as
may, With the divine blessing, result favorably upon the
destinies of the future, Reason and foeling alike assent
to the propriety of whit custom has required. If ever the
monitions of a parent are likely to impress the heart of a
wayward child, it is when all his sensibilities having stirred
within him, he yet lingers on the threshold, ero he takes

hiz journey to a far country. If ever the instruotions of

the Apostle of the Gentiles fell with the weight of otel:nity
upon a people, among whom he had “ gone preaching the
kingdom of God, by the space of three years,' it was,
when bound in spirit, he gave them his valedictory charge,
just before he went up to Jerusalem for the last time. An
iliness that has wasted my strength in the midst of my
way, and during the last fow days of my continuance
among you, brought me to look over the crumbling verge
of life, deprived me of the opportunity of mingling my
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ayinpathies with yours, of uttering the parting monitions
of solicitude, and giving the last expressions to affection
in the ordinary way. Now that 1 have gained a little
strength, my own inolination and your request poworfully
prompt me to adopt the substitute of sending you by let
tor what T ghould have been glad to have delivered in
person.

Ag it is of some importance t'%nt the renson of my sepn
ration from you should be distinetly understood by you
all, and ae my last imperfect communication, written from
a siok bed, was read in the hearing of but a portion of the
congregation, I ehoose on this oceasion to repeat its con-
tente,

When 1 first consented to hecome your pastor, it was
from the convietion, that the providence of God which had
hrought me among you, almogt in spite of my own wishes,
had olearly designated the field I was to occupy. And
though when mine eyes behold the King, the Lord of Hosts,
Jary, “ Woo is me, I am undone; for I am a man of un
cloan lips ;" though in the presence of divine equity, I feel
mysolf at best but an unprofitable servant, still T have been
more and more convineed, that the finger of God was in the
arrangement. When the peculiar difficulties, and immense
importance of the station, together with the youth Ahd
inexperience of him who was called to fill it, are considered,
in connection with the fact of his being sustained and
blessed in his work, beyond your expectations, or his own,
you are-foreibly reminded how much more you are indebted
to the goodness of Providence than the wisdom of your
choice; and he is solemnly and affectingly bound to gm}
the glory to God, “for his mercy and truth’s sake.” éf
the enlargement and stability of your congregation, the
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unembarrassed possession of o apacions and convenien
place of worship, the enjoyment of what you were onee
stangers to-—<unity of heart and harmony of counsel, the
shining of your light in darkness, which s beginning o
comprehend it, the aceession of moral strength to th
virible body of Chriet, and the renovation of many fmmor
tal minde, whom the Redeemer, after they have heey
fashioned and polished, shall set, ne jowels, in his medinto
vial erown ; i these be juet causer of thankfulness to Bioy's
King, we will unite in adoring him, who onee made wee
of the efay in opening the eyes of the blind,

But, brethrer, my work among you is done.  Whethe
anything further vemaing for me to do in the world, |
know not; but the Head of the Chureh, by the voice of
Providence, now as clearly ealls me away, as he onee
appointed my ephere of aetion in your part of the vineyard
The grounds ®n whieh T thue conclude, ave, my presens
anability to serve you, and the unlikelthood that I shall b
able to do w0 in future, amidat the peculiar pressure of the
duties of the station, and the unfavorable severity of the
olimate. This I aver to be my only reason for seeking the
dissolution of a connection, which has for four years so
happily subsisted. 1 do it with the reluctance of a mis
sionary, who, worn down in some foreigly’ land, is driven
trom the strongholds he had gained, to fturn and breathe
his native air, a useless invalid, 1 do it with the feelings
of a soldier, whom his general commands from ¢ the high
places of the field,’ to the ignoble employment of guarding
the encampment. I do it with all the laceration of affee
tiony which takes place in being severed from a people, who
have been so kind and indulgent, as I can testify you to
have been.  Nothwithstanding the tide of prejudice, which
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in Unnada eete steong and steady against a mAn of iy
country and principles ; the eivil disabilities under which
n pergecuting law luys me as o olergyman ;* the separation
froin the aympathios of home and kindrod ; and the grent
amount of ministerial lnbor, unrelioved by exchanges, which
my solitary position has imposed : 1 could feel ready to say

* For the information of those who reside in that portion of the
eatth, where the word foleration is etricken from the politieal
vocabulary, (n word lnplying that the immunities of conseience
are held at thie diseretion of merey, and not on the ground of
right;) and yet may glanove at thess pages, I add a fow words in
explanation of a subject ganetally understood in Canada. By
the atatue of the provincial parliament, every olergyman is hound
to record every baptism, marriage, and funeral, in. a hook of a
pattionlar desctiption, evety follo of which must be signed and
puraphe'd by n judge of the King's Benoh ; and every clorgyman
who shall perform any of the eletioal duties above mentioned,
without making the record in the said book, is liable to a fine, and
three months’ imprisonment, for every such offence. A regnlation
thus salutary in determining the rights of suceession, and legiti
maoy in families, was not complained of, until it was decided in
the Buperior Court of Appeals at Quebec, (his honor, the-ehief
Justice ewall presiding, that the law, by clergymen and by svery
variety of expression, with which it designated clerical fanc-
tionaries, meant none but ministers of the Roman Catholic Church,
and the two Established Churches of England and Scotland : thus
placing every pastor and congregation not connected with those
bodies,under the necessity of incarring the penalties of the law, or
relinquishing privileges, which both conscience and convenience
made highly important. For myself, willing to show my readi-
ness to ' render to Cmanr the things which are Cwsar's,” |
have always declined to celebrate marriage, or responsibly to
officiate at a funeral, these being no necessary parts of minister-
ial duty, and the civil power having a right to regulate, even
thoogh it be arbitrarily, the”discbarge of mere civil funetions,
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with the Monbitess of old, “Where thon diest, will T dis, ani
there will T bo baried : The Lord do #0 to me, and more
also, AF anght but death part me and thee”  But then
again, T am warned that it wonld not bk right to ewmbey
the ground, which demande a more efficiont laborer, nor
cquitable to depend upon the goodness of a people; to whom
in my foeble health 1 conld render no equivalent,  The
higheet medieal anthorities here i!'\h\rpnml to say, that o
continnance of my parochial duties wonld jeopardize my
life; and the highest divine anthority assured my consefence,
that 1 had not vight to throw that lifh away.  No longer
able to hesitate, as to the path of duty, T have given you

vet, feeling mveelf bound to “render to God the things which
are God's,” in virtue of the commisgion, which hide na ' baptise
all nations,” as well as * preach the ®ospel to every ereature,”
I felt conscienciously impelled to adminiater baptiem in the face
of the 1aw and ita penalty, and I must add, to the honor and 1ib.
erality of the authorities of the distriet of Montreal, that I have
never been disturbed in the discharge. of this dutyy

A petition for the redress of the grievance was presented to
the provineial parliatient in the winter of 1225, which passed
wnanimonsly among the Roman Catholie members of the house, ani
was almost as wnanimonsly opposed dy (he Protestant Epircopal
epresenlatives, and needed nothing to make it a law, but the ganc-
tion of his excellency, the Earl of Dalhousie, who having regerved
t for the significations of His Majesty's pleasuke, nothing farther
has been heard of the hamble petition, and rdligions rights of
many thousands of His Majesty's most h}'nl}n Jects.  May it not
he hoped that this monopoly of ecclesiastioal privilege, this
invasion of the vights of conscience, unparalieled in British domi
nions, and the nineteenth century, will soon be entombed in the
grave, where the spicit of Eaglish liberty has already consigned
the Corporation and Test Acts, by the most aungust and public
expression of the sense of the empire ? J. S C
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potiee that, “if the Lord will,” T shall, at the ensuing
atutninl session of the first Presbytery of the eity of New
Vork, make application for the formal dissolution of the
pastoral relation etill subsisting between us,  I'his is an
ovent solomn and interesting to us both. My ministry among
you, with all ite eternal and unchangeable consequences,
ia senled up to the judgment, when disclosurcs shall be
minde, important and tremendous to every individual who
has in any way come beneath its influence ; to be benefited
ot injured; to be enlightened or exnsperated ; to be awakened
or etupefied in the slumbers of epiritual death. The exhi-
bition of Ulirist is a test of human character, which never
faile to show nman * what manner of spirit’’ he is of : and
in proportion to the fidelity with which it is made, and the
vividness with which the Holy (Ghost applies that exhibition
to the heart, does it coneentrate the responsibility of a moral
agent ; aggravate the guilt of the impenitent ; aeccelerate
the process of hardening, or conversion ; and converge into
the compass of a small moment the seattered influences and
the ordinary means of many years. 'T'hat such an era, hap-
py or unhappy, has passed with wany of you, the continual
and sometimes powerfully manifested presence of the Spirit
of the living God among us, leaves not a shadow of doubt.
[n trembling hope, we must leave this subject to rest un-
exploved, till the Lion of the tribe of Judah shall open the
seals of the book, and then “shall the thoughts of every
heart be made manifest,” and ““ the day shall declare,” and
the fire shall ““try every man's work, of what sort it is.”
Meanwhile, it is not without anxiety that I revert to your
present destitute condition. Yet lot those whose hearts arc
trombling for the ark of God, in recollecting all that is past,
learn “‘ to trust him for all that is to come.” Has the Lord
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brought you through the Red Sen, that he might slay you
in the wilderness, you and your little onee ?  How often,
when danger has threatened, has his overruling providence

smiled, and seemed to say of the oluster whioh the hand of

the gleaner had not conveyed to his basket, ““ Destroy if
not: for there is a blessing in it." My prayer is, that
‘ your eyes may soon gee your teacher,” that he may be «
shepherd that “shall feed you with knowledge,” one who
shall

“ Deal sincerely with your souls
And preach the gospel for the goepel's snke,”

that upon the foundation already laid he may build with
gold, silver and precious stones, and that he may see the
temple of the Lord, in silent majosty ariee until the top
stone be laid, with the shoutings of “ grace, grace unto
it!"

Immense responeibility is devolved upon you, as a church
of the Lord Jesus Christ. Though planted near the very
frontier of Christendom, you aro situated in the New-York
of the North, already the centre of knowledge and commerce,
and goon to be the centre of political influence to the Cana-
das. Your lot is cast in a land, Aere presenting the intorest
ing spectacle of the old feudal forms of socioty, moved by
the impulse of mind beneath, just beginning to break up,
from the long congealment of the wintry ages gone by ; and
there, of another portion of the community, warm with all
the fermenting elements of modern activity, about to receive
the impression, which the present day shall inatamp on the
present and future generations. Was thore ever an age,
not excepting the first, or the sixteenth centuries, present
ing such a field for moral influence, or richer in the budding
prospeets of millenial maturity ? My dear brethern, I am,
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dbove all things, anxiovg that you should feel the spirit of
the times, that made notpuainted with the hour of the day,
you should no logger sleep a8 do others, but awake to put
on the whole nn&fpr of Qod. To “seek the things whioch

are Josus Christh," cordially to fall in with, and urge for

ward the great plans of his benevolence, is a higher and
a more important objeot, than even to seek your own
salvation.  'Fhe oonquests of the Church have, in other
ages, boen made at the expense of blood ; her penceful
trinmphe must now be sustained by the tribute-money of
her children, The oause of Christ has needod the argument
of patient suffering ; it will now best be benefited by the
offorte of eelf-denying nctivity, And if those, who now
ontol themnselves among the soldiers of the cross, have so
little love for the kingdom of Christ, that with great
reluctance they spare a pittance of the property entrusted
to their stewardship, for the Gospel's sake, and the sake of
all its blessed sucoesses ; with what cowardice would they
have shrunk from the henorable dangers of those ranks,
whioh, in other ages, were daily filling up for martyrdom ?
This is a view of the conditions of discipleship, which should
induce ““ great searchings of heart” in the camp of Israel,
[fa man will “serve the Lord Christ,”” he must lay himself
out for macrifiecs, and * prefer Jerusalom above his chief
joy."”  And doing so, he will not be long, in this world of
misery and-pollution, without finding some object upon
which he may expend the labor of love. If he cannot give
property, he may give personal exertion, and if disabled
from this, he may, in the aetof i ntercession, lay hold on the
arm of omnipotence, and bring down blessings which no
gold can purchase, which no human agency can supersede.
If you csteem yourself but a-drop in the ocean of needed

-
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benevolenee, " de o diop'  And 1 throwgh your whole
Hitthe orh, you He open to the bright beame of the By of
Righteowsness, the highest angel n heaven sonld ask
more,

Lot e then chatge you, with an enriestiess sommen
srate with the fmportanee of the duty, to glve the whol.
wolght of your influence, the Ml measire of your oo-oper
ton, and the liberal eonteibutions of your means, to the
vatione Benevolent fnstitutions which have beon, within o
fow yoars, onanized, and ave now benignly operating in
your eity, and the provines at lasge. Tt da not nesdful fy
me to enforee the varfons olatime of the Bible Rovlety, of
the Tract Roetety, the Rabbath Sehool eause, or the Wdues
tion and Home Missfonary Socioty, May they eash be like
“Ontree planted by the vivers of water, whoso leaf shall not
wither, and whieh bringeth forth ta fruit (n ite season."
May they obtain favor of the Lord, by finding more grace
in the vyes of the people; and seatter increnaing light
throwgh all the dark places of a negleoted land, which iy
well be styled, “T'hia ia Zion, whom no man seeketh after.”
There f yot another soeiety, which, when 1 loft you, wae
in e infant helplossness, in whose continued existenee and
inoreasing effieiency 1 fool o lively intereat; I mean “ th
Nodtety for the promotion of Temperance,” The evils which
it alme to remove, and which, were the temperate wnited
i ite principles, it would be sucoessful in removing, are of
giant magnitude, and no less afiliotive to the Christian than
painfal to the philanthropist. With o little activity among
the officers of that society, T would not despair of seeing all
Canada ameliorated by its influence, in half' a soore of years
The progress of public sentiment on that subject, has been
W these United Stater unparalleled, in the history of prin
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elple dumphing over euatom and orime, | hnve withessed
in n latge parinl, whete two yours sinoe strong deink was
att nlinonk undvoranl fuvorite, aud seotnod sasentinl to gl the
movetnente of plenaure or business, sueh n roftrmation of
setitimment, that the offer of liguor would now be sonsidersd
an Anmult, and the wee of 1t o (ingrnon # bown in whose
whole limite, nrdent wpitits onn be purshased b bt one
sitgle shop, the dernier resort, the last unooneuerad powi
tiot of the shameless and inooreigible lovers of rum,  And
whint hinw tukon place in that town, in what has takor plaee,
to n greator or lows degroe, in hundrods of towns —an offsst
whish haa outatripped the most satguine anticipations of
the friends of temporance, and promises in reasonable time
to extiepato the decsitful gangrone that was rapidly enting
e way o the very heart of society.  The onse in so slenr,
the faete w0 etrong, and the ground now taken of total
nbatinence, wo ongy and effestual, that human minds nesded
only to be enlightened on the subjeot, and human hewrts
would and did faal. 1 need not tell you that similar son
sequences will everywhere follow similar antecedents. e
cuso in 8o oloar, the faots so strong, and the ground now
taken 8o cosy and offectunl, that an ndoption of the prin
ciples of the society seems to me to be no longor & matter
of ehoioe, but of consoiontious necessity. If a man would
not violate ““ the royal law" of love to his neighbor ; if he
would not riek Lis own virtue in the vortex of temnptation |
il"'he would not be necessary to the temporal and spiritual
perdition of his followanen ; if he would not continue in
leaguo with the direst enemy of the interests of righteous
ness and ponoe, in our guilty world : then must he enlist
under the standard of total abstinenee. To adopt these
principles is not onough. They must be professed.  Your
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Hght burne well, but it fe under-a bushol,  You owe it 1
God apd-the community, to deolare your praetios, by y
oonneotion with the Temperance Booiety, which derives
strength fyom the union, wnd success from the deeided
combination of numbers, ¥ nowyproseod one step farther

than the socleties for the promotion of temperance have
gone, and aw o minister of Ohrist, addroesing his people for
the lnst time, declare my deolded convietion, that all many

ficture and traflie on avdent apirits, eocept w0 fur an th

apothecary may need them, (e eriminal. 1 intomporanco,
would bo eriminal in yourself, then is it wrong to supply
the means of inebrintion to another, 11 a third porson ren
the profit of your consolentionsnoss by vending the artiol,
whioh you refused to sell, ‘your obligation is not at all
diminished by his want of principle,  Ifit bo eriminal o
add in any way to the amount of human misery, then, ho
who multiplios the facilities of drinking, is oriminal,  1f it
be orlminal to ineroase the diffoulty of Virtue, and aprond
the snare of tempting indtlgence before the eye of burning
appetite; then he who, for luore's ko, fifl up the oup for
his brother man, is eriminal,  If it bo oriminal to inorense
the sum of human orime ; then he who, by his very business
administors an artiole, which adds fire to passion, and energy
to depravity, is most deeply oriminal. CGood men have,
doubtless, unthinkingly been engngod in this traffio, but
with the light now pouring on the moral sense of the com-
munity, good men cannot much longer doeal in the accursed
thing. Good men have even commanded slave-ships, but
he who should now barteg in the porsons and liberties of
his follow man, would be branded with an infamy—indelible
as that of Cain, Yot intemperance has seized on more
vietims, inflioted ore sufforing, instigatod to more crime,
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A
ooonsloned n grontor wasto of life, and ontailod n
doplorable bondage, than the slave teade with “”"':’;"‘
hotrors of 1ta burning villagos, 1t hourt, mml’ing w4y mmtltl .
wita middle passnge, its lrons, and its bloody nmm’r o ’ 0’;”‘
barbarism of its shamblos, and the hopelossness of i;‘n m'v ( 'i”
tado, T trust in God the time s not far distant wl"
publio sentiment, redoemod from the infutuation of ":"m"'"
and purified from the degrading influence of mnpivlitl ulml’l,
doom it neeloss an oubrage on humanity to land ",,{,'n ::
shore n oargo of brandy, than to clingc;ryl~ upon it a ul'i"
load of famishod and manacled Africans, i
Whilo thus, my brethren, by n pationt eontinuanes i
proscouting the londing aims of benovolence, you are mm;l-
ing your own porseverance, and enhancing the glory of
your final roward, what shall hinder a triumph over the
gatow of hell, in the experienes of your particular cl;vlrt;l
any more than in the onse of the individusl believers whio;:
composo it, or of the chureh universal, of which it !"urmu n
part?  What shall hindor that it may not be perpetuated
through futuro timo, a rallying point of mnngz;’inm
radiating centre of healing influenee, and a nursery for ;h'
ministry 7 What shall hinder, but your own negleot r:’
thoso monsuros, which may perpetuate your purity 7 what
but your own guilt, which may provoke a holy God to cmn'-’
mand the clouds, that they rain not upon you, till ye
become like n barron heath in the wilderness? ’Nex{’:)
thOfto soourities which shall prevent the goodly fab;'ic in
which you worship “ Christ within us the hope of glory”
from being prostituted as the seat of formalism. the x::’re
lecture room of morality, or the judgment hall, w,here rude
profancness shall put the crown of thorns on the Redeemer’s
head afresh; next to the assurance of an evangelical and
L
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gogpel, T eannot place mysell beneath his minieteations, Tl
I know that a ehureh believes in that Jesue, and embraces
his gospel, 1T eannot place myself at the table of fts com
munion ; and il two eAwrehes be satiefiod that eneh other
hold the common salvation, they ean never unite in any
common plan for the extension of the kingdom of Chist,
Though some misguided men of worth join with others of
doubtful integrity, and vaise the ontery againet every form
of sound words to the londest note of violence, lob us not,
brethven, relinguish a means of purity whieh the ehurch of
Chrfst hae in every age found of sueh essential importance
and beeause our confession of faith may not be perfoet,
abandon it altogether, and prostrate every bartier that
soparates the garden of' Christ from the wide wilderness of
the world. While we encourage that activity of mind
which “ proves all things,” let ue retain the firmness of pur.
pose which “ holds fast that which is good."”  And if from
the strong hold of a seviptural eveed, from whenee the
invader has never been able to diglodge the truth, we oan
look with composure upon his feeble efforts to lay waste
the heart of our territory, why should we for the miserable
compensation of an enemy’s praige of our liberality, throw
open our gates to the march of the Mestroyer?  While
therefore yot would retain the spouse i\(‘ the Redeemer in
the unviolated sanetity of' a * garden ihelosed,” * a spring
shut up,” “a fountain sealed,” *“ go thy way forth by the
Jootsteps of the flock.”  “ Thus raith the Lord, Stand yo
in the ways and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the
good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest to your
souls.”
It is only so long as the church is in the purity of her
doctrine “ fair as the moon, in e diffusiveness of her
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benevolenee * slear na the sttt that she appears 1o the oye
of the beholder  hogutiful e Tireah,” and to the "pp;m
hension of her enemies “ torriblons an army with

hanners,’’
It ie nnl_y 80 lnng

ne you eontinue the depository and
guardian of the truth that yoor influence will be m;);nmry

and hallowed.  And it is only 8o long as it is such that you
may expect the eare of Teraol's unslumboring Watehman
and the safety of dwelling benenth the shadow of ﬂu:
Almighty.  Therefore is it that T am 8o stronuous to oon
firm your love of the truth, and o deepen your abhorrence
of error.” While it is delightful to think that the vnrinnlﬁ
denominations into which professing ehristendom is divided
are working a far larger amount of good than a less spirited
unanimity would have secured, whils it is éharitable to
helieve ||{M thesé various seotions of Tarnol's oamp are, in
their respeetive allotments, marching under the gnilln;ﬂm
of the same eloudy pillar, it is still Christian to maintain
that there are errors fundamental and heresies damnable
My brethren, you must oxpeot to meet with those whn.
olamorous for peace and fieroe for toleration, will stigmntiz(:
with puritanical perversoness the Christian fidelity which
will not nssign to sincerity in error the place of obedience
to truth ; which will not esteem it indifferent whether we
be the subjeots of a radieal moral change, or die with all
the elements of hell in our bosom; whether the Saviour on
whom we are to lean when our heart-strings are breaking in
death, be an arm of flesh, or the eternal Glod, the Father of
our spirits, and the Lord of that world on which we enter.
Nol you cannot, as many of you as have been taught of
*God i you eannot, as many of you as are illumined
by reason—Qlod's responsible gift—for a momen{ hesitate
whether the difference between the two nyatef’hs be nol’.
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great, radical, and of hopeless breadth ; a breach, wide and
deep as the sea, which no labor of charity can ever close, no
line of liberality ever span. And if the difference be thus
irreconcileable, I beseech you, by all that is important in
truth, by all that is transforming and transcendant in the
light.of the glory of God as it shines in the face of Jesus
Christ, never.to think for one moment of coming down from
your high ground of inflexible principle, to treat with the
smooth-tongued disciples of error, the religious votaries of
the world, whether they be clothed in the more respectable
garb of the unitariap, or in the coarser habiliment of an
universalist. Be theb irreproachable in civil life, respeot-
able for their wealth, o desirable for their numbers, still
covet not their alliancé. Their influence will secularize,
their wealth will corrupt, their . numbers overpower in all
leading questions, which involve the purity, and of course
the real prosperity of your Zion. But I need not enlarge,
for as on this point you are particularly exposed, so here
too I believe you are especially guarded. Of this I am the
more confident, as already in my absence, when one came
unto you and brought not’ the doctrine of Christ, you
received him not-into your house of worship, neither bade
him “God speed.” (See 2 John ix. 10.) It was a good
precedent, and shows with what solemnity you have pon-
dered the question, * If the foundations be destroyed, what
shall the righteous do ?”

There is yet another topie, on which I wish to communi-
cate a few thoughts, and that is the subject of religious
revivals. The progress of these extraordinary manifesta-
tions of divine power has in this country, been long
identified with the progress of vital piety; and the man who,
acquainted with their nature, does not hail their extension,
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is justly suspeoted of being offended with the pnrest/speci-
mens of the power of godliness on earth, By these effusions
of the Spirit, the most high God has in latter times distin-
guished this land above all others, and almost designated
the inheritance of our pilgrim fathers, as “the land of
promise.”  And I look upon it as a most auspicious token

. for Canada, that it has been already visited with that most

glorious form of the dispensation of the Spirit, It was like
offering before the altar of the Lord, the wave-sheaf of the
first fruits, by which the whole harvest becomes.consecrated
to God, and a pledge is given that the entire productions
of the year shall yet be Joyously gathered in. It was like
marking and sealing your province with the earnest of
redemption, and designating its populous extent as the seat
of revivals, when along the peaceful shores of its majestic
rivet, and through the neat and smiling villages of its fertile
plains, salvation shall roll its gladdening streais, and “ the
light of life” throw a brighter tinge over all the associations
of its landscapes. Oh ! my brethren, let not the coal
kindled from heaven upon your altar be extinguished, téll
the sacred fire be conveyed in many a direction, and lighted
in many a place around you,

But you know well, that the subject is not thus favor-
ably regarded by the great body of protestants in the pro-
vinoe. Ministers and people, and even those in whom there
appears “ something good towards the Lord God of Israel,”
have viewed the revival, with which we are blessed, with
scorn, suspicion or indifference, according as the state of
their moral feelings, and the point of their observation
modified their impression. While one worthy clerical
brother, who turned aside to examine the character of this
religious phenomenon, new to him, exclaimed, that the
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RE
finger of God was in it of a truth, and has since rejoiced in
the fruits of such a season of refreshing from the presence
of the Lord, among hir own people, another clergyman of
my acquaintance, has told me, that I should regret ever

. having had a part in such a seene of fanaticism and
delusion. You know how often it has been repeated in the
outskirts of our eamp, and how chill an intimidation it has
thrown intd the hearts of less informed and courageous
brethren, that, *“ there were no revivals in Great Britain ;"
at the same time insinuating, that as they were a peculiarity
of the western world, they eould be no desirable or genuine
form of Christianity; nay, that they were a monstrous

dz{%’omm«cmma of feeling, from which the piety of Europe
# was happily free. But is it true, let me ask, that
there have been no revivals in that land of noble deeds, and
~ hallowed associations ?  Not to revert to the scenes of the
Reformation, when rapid and simultaneous conversions
were everywhere oceurring, what is the testimony of Gillies’
Historical Collections, of Fleming's Secripture Fulfilled,
the narrative of the Cambuslang Revival, and the lives of
such men as Baxter, Wesley, Whitefield, Grimshaw, Ber-
ridge, and a host of others ? It is true, their mantles have
not fallen upon men of like spirit and power. No Boaner-
ges of the British pulpit at the present day, carries that
demonstration of the Spirit into the darkness of the heart ;
or, moving with their moral power, throws such extensive
consternation and defeat into the ranks of sin, There are
many there who adorn the ministry with the rich treasures
of learning, sacred and profane. Many there are who bring
the splendor of genius, the ardor of piety, and the
eloquence of feeling under the tribute of Immanuel’s service.
An increasing nuzbcr labor within the two Establishments
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and without, with the tokens of (Glod’s blessing on their
ministrations, manifested in the inoreasing spirituality of
Christians, and constant, and sometimes unusual accessions.
to the number of the professing brethren. But still, what
may be termed revivals, in the extent, rapidity, frequency,
and Pentacostal power of those which characterize the
United States, are there unknown. If the fact were
doubted, it could be easily confirmed by the statements
of their own writers, and religious journalists,. How shall
we answer the question then, that revivals do not oceur in
the pure churches, and beneath the pious ministrations of
Britain ? We dare not say that the Spirit, in his more extra-
ordinary operations, is restricted to this side of the ocean.
Nor may we resolve it into a matter of unsearchable
sovercignty. The constituted conneotion between human
exertion and the divine blessing, authorizes us in the con-
olusion, that there must be an adequate moral eause in the
Bansatlantio churches, to account for their destitution of
' ot blestings conforred on the Zion of the new

“®May it not resolve the difficulty to ascertain,
whether the churches of Britain, after all the promises of
faith’s omnipotence in prayer, ever supplicate, or having
supplicated, ever expectsuch manifestations of the Redeem-
or's power over the hearts of men? A few individuals,
animated by the accounts they have received.of American
revivals, have begun to associate and plead, if peradventure
the Lord would in like manner open the windows of
heaven upon them ; but the smallness of their numbers is
conclusive, that the churchésin a body, have not put them-
selves in the attitude of agomizing, and prevailing inter-
cession with that God, who “will be inkjuired of by the
house of Israel for these things.” The enquiry may again
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be pertinently made, whether our British brethren in the
ministry, notwithstanding all that is respectable in their
acquirements, and lovely in their piety, and attractive in
their ministrations, do ever distinetly aim as the result of
their labors at such apostolical displays of all-conquering
grace, do ever secure the eo-operation of their church
members to obtain a grand concentration of human means,
and divine energy to bear upon the unconverted portion of
their charge ? It may be asked, whether with an impres-
sive sense of their own utter helplessness, yet laying hold
on the strength of the Most Mighty, and keeping their
heart,"and their eye steadily fixed on the great object to be
secured, they follow up the impression made by one portion
of pungent truth, with the exhibition of another of still
more convincing power ; and not content, while one method
of awakening remains untried, carry the awful claims of
religious obligation to the private abode of every slumbering
sioner ? Ifa conclusion may be drawn from all the data
respecting the state of the pastoral function, which can be
collected by one who has never been actually on the spot,
these things are never done with that emphasis of feeling
and action, which is frequently exemplified in this country
of revivals, If then we are not mistaken in our estimate
of the state of feeling with regard to revivals in the
churches of our transatlantic brethren, and of the state of
that ministerial exertion usually necessary for their produc-
tion; we are furnished with a sufficient answer to the
objection we have heard so often repeated in Canada, by
those who would call into question those glorious things
which God had done for us, and whereof We were glad.

May we not also hope, that the attention which this subject
is beginning to awaken in the English community, will
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conduct their discrimination and their candour to the true
cause of their destitution of these more remarkable triumphs
of Zien's King, and that ere long there will arrive on the
wings of every eastern wind, the glad geport, that the
Redeemer has girded his sword mapon his s;igh, and in his
majesty, is riding prosperouslyglbecause of meekness, and
truth, and righteousness. I would that those who object to
the work of grace in a revival because it is so rapid and
extensive, would consider a moment that the prayer, which
perhaps they daily present for the salvation of all men, if
answered, would be followed by a revival, which in order
to snatch men from the bondage of sin, before they are
consigned to the unalterable condition of the dead, must
from henceforth be co-extensive with the inhabited earth !
Benevolence surely would not object to a state of things
essential to the salvation of mankind, and yet if conversions
occurred no more frequently than deaths, the whole face
of the world would present the aspect of one vast revival.
Never then let one feeling of chilling doubt, or timid shame,
crosg your mind, with regard to those events in which the
church has rejoiced, and angels been glad ; events in which
candor may perceive the repetition of New Testament
soenes, faith recognize the fulfilment of the divine promises,
and benevolence hail, as the only way in which an apostate
world may speedily return to God. Be especially guarded
against that spirit of supineness, which having enjoyed a
portion of reviving influence, is aterse to the exertion
essential to the reception of more; and watch against that
tincture of fatalism, with which good men are prone to lull
themselves, and one another, when sleeping at the post of
duty, by saying, *“ The time to build the temple of the
Lord has not yet come; when the set time to favor Zion
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has arrived, we shall enjoy those blessings, which
come not according to the will of wan, but when
inscrutable sovereignty shall appoint.” In this, the lan-
guage of our indolent hearts, there is a deceitful blending
of truth with error, and a wicked evasion of present obliga-
tion. For is not a revival, in its two leading features of
elevated piety in the church and frequent conversions in
- the congregation, in the first place, precisely what Chris-
tians ought, and may always feel ; and in the second, what,
in answer to prayer, they might always expect and enjoy ?
Is it not always the time to build the temple of the Lord,
so long as it lies dilapidated with the wastes of many
generations ? and is not the time, yea, the set time, for God
to arise and have mercy on Zion, that very, time, whef his
“gervants take pleasure in her stones and favor'the dust
thereof ?"” And shall we with promises so large, and pre-
cepts so explicit, disbelieve the one, and disobey the
other, and then take refuge under the sedret will and
sovereign purposes of God, which were never intended as
our rule of action? “ Wherefore, my beloved brethren,
be ye stedfast and unmovable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor
is not in vain in the Lord.”

During four years past, I have testified to you the Gospel
of the grace of God, I have sedulously avoided all curious
questions, doubtful disputations, and every subject whose
radiations do not branch into the very heart of Christianity.
The Heart-searcher is witness that I have been anxious to
engrave such truths upon your minds, as it were worthy a
immortal spirit to bear recorded on the tablets of the h
and such as I knew must one day be exhibited as eviden
of what was written on my own. In unfolding the me
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which I have been charged to deliver and enforce, you
cannot have forgotten, that the factof your alienation from
God lay at the very base of all :—a depravity commencing
with the first actual exercise of every human moral agent ;
—a depravity not seated in some physical defect anterior
to actual sin, beyond the control of the will, and of course
without the limits of moral government ;—a depravity which
no array of motives, no apparatus of means ever has, or ever
will be able to subdue; a depravity of so deadly a virus,
that notwithstanding all the fair morality, the sentimental
admitation, or the fond love of reflected selfishness which
unrenewed humanity daily exhibits, is still rank and bitter
enmity against the character and government of Jehovah
the Supreme. “You remember too, how, notwithstanding
this desperate wickedness of the heart, the claims of the
law in all the perfection of its obedience, and a compliance
with the Gospel in all the spirituality of its meaning, have
been urged upon you, and urged with a fearless conviction,
that depravity constituted no good reason for the non-
performance of duty. In connection with the fact that you
can, but of your own accord never will change your hearts,
you have been taught, that if ever it takes place, it will be
by a divine influence, and that this divine influence may,
or may not be communicated to you, by a sovereign God
whose law you have broken, and whose grace you resist in
those very prayers which anxious unregeneracy will offer,
and awakened impenitence pour forth. Still the duty of
prayer, holy and genuine prayer; has been urged upon all
without exception. Such repentance as ensures the for-
saking of sin, and such faith in the atoning merits of
Jesus, as includes a renunciation of every false ground of
pardon, and a cordial acceptation of grace abounding
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through righteousness, have been proclaimed as the terms
of the Gospel resonciliati You have been instructed
too, that the faith which accompanies pardon is aecom-
panied by love;—that holy, disinterested, supreme, and
fervent approbation of God and his ways ;—that impartial
benevolence to men as ereatures;—and that complaceney in
the saints as holy creatures, which fulfils the law as far as
it exists, by leading to the exervise of every Christian grace,
and every moral virtue. The perfection, spirituality, and
sanctions of the law have been in a measure developed, and
most distinotly has it been announced, that human charae-
ter undergoes no essentiallmoral change after the article of
death, which “ fixes him 8 holy” in a state where he
shall “ be holy still,” and * himghat is filthy" in that world
where, in the absence of all restraining and all sanotifying
influences, he shall be forever and forever  filthy still.”
These truths, in the effectual belief of which consists the
world's salvation, have been exhibited to you according to
the feeble measure of my ability in every impressive manner
I could invent, repeated in the form of didactic discussion
and earnest exhortation, in the shape of petition to God,
and entreaty to man, of public preaching, and private
instruction, in the sanctuary, and from house to house.
In the tremendous progress of such a moral process, ‘“ many
have been purified and made white and tried,” but many
of “ the wicked still do wickedly.” - Some have been exas-
perated, and walked no more with us. Some, to escape
the obligation which the truth involves, have courted errors
and become the dupes of lies. Some, after pungent awaken.
ing, have reverted to a state which makes it the less likely
that the evil spirits of indifference and stupidity will ever
be driven from their ‘“ swept and garnished" residence. Some
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who worshipped with us, have gone to that world where the
strong eonviction of these eternal realities has burst upon
their unsealed vision, and have been there convineed of
those doctrines, which charity ean gather no reason to
believe were ever cordially embraced in this world of
merey's reign. How solemn the reflection to you and to
me, that many -have already passed to their unchange-
able destinies, with a moral character which received its
last moulding impression from my ministry!  And if that
be a solemn consideration, is it not a distressing one, that
there are some who are now less hopeful candidates for
holiness and heaven, than they were before my connection
with you; some who, having neglected the day of their
merciful visitation, have “ the things which belong to their
peace forever hid from their eyes;"” some who, ““ now joined
to their idols,” God and his Providence, and ministers, and
Spirit will henceforth let alone? When I think that per-
haps a little more pains-taking on my part, a little more
travail of the heart in\ prayer, a little’ more labor of the
intellect in the presentation of motives, a little more toil of
the body in following you with the entreaties of solicitude
to your dwellings, might possibly have saved some one, I
feel that there may be a propriety in adopting the Psalmist’s
petition, * Deliver me from blood-guiltiness, O God, thou
God of my salvation.” 1If there be those, with respeet to
whom fidelity demanded more exertion, or those upon
whom fidelity was exerted in vain, let me, dying men, this
once renew my expostulation; and, as a friend embarked -
from the shore, waves his hand when his voice e¢an no longer
be heard, let me make this last appeal to your consciences,
in the only mode that is now left me : “I am pained at my
very heart, I cannot hold my peace, because thou hast
M
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heard, O, my soul, the sound of the trampet, the alarm ol
war,”

Would to tod, that with a pen of iron and the point ol
 diamond, T eonld write upon the mind of every unre
ponerate man whom 1 addeess, the awfal convietion, that
hig heart e to ite vory core inimieal to infinite loveliness,
and that with a wmind ranning eofinter ty Nn: mind of God,
ho muet fool diseatisfiod and miserable in any part of Jeho
val's dominions, where hia eharnoter fa exhibited and hie
government maintained | Need ho any |nn;?ur marvel that
the lips of unchangeable trath, in conformity to the ever
lasting prineiplos of the divine administeation, have assured
him that he “must be born again P fVould that he
vealized, that having by the very bent of' his heart, as well
as the whole direction of his life, alregdy™sinned, ‘ho ie
alveady comdemned by a holy law, incapable of satisfying ite
domands, or rostoring ita  honor by any uqni\mlcjnt. ol
obedience, or suffering, and that the eternal Son of God,
by the wost wonderful movement yet rocorded in the
chronicles of eternit y, hae done every thing that justiee and
the interests of empire made necessary for the pnnlnn:vt
every human being, but seeure their respective and eordial
acceptance of the great salvation. And will you not Mo
tively and cordially aceept ? Will you not love the Lord God ?
and ‘lm*ing Him, ean you fail to vepent of your aggravated
offences against him, and feeling the insnﬂivivn?y of repent.
ance, will you not lay your hand on the head of the Mm\ifm
Lamb, and so lay hold on eternal life ?  Or will you persist
in sin and die ?<Then I call heaven and earth to witness
that T am pure from your blood, Oh ! when we shall meet
at the judgment bar of Christ, you shall not acouse me,

that 1 have eried * poace, peace, when there was no peace,” .
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ed, and see the incensed Judge upon the great white throne
to be the Jesus whom I have preached and you rejected !
“Oh | that my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain
of tears, that I might weep day and night for the slain of
the daughter of my people.”

I turn from these saddening reflections to drop a few

lines to my professing brethren. We have seen the little
band, who, united by the tie of covenant and the badge of
profession, formed the nucleus of our infant church, at
every commemoration of the death of their risen Saviour,
enlarged by encouraging accessions. But it is safe to
rejoice with trembling, and reasonable to expect, that *all
are not Israel who are of Israel.”” It will be so as long as
those who hold the key of admission are fallible men ; as
long as there are candidates who deceive themselves or
may deceive others, It is not necessary to tell you, that
.to be enrolled in the register of the church is no evidence
that your name is recorded among ¢ the living in Jerusa-
lem.” But it is highly important that you should be aware
of the danger of being unconsciously a dead branch on the
living vine, and cherishing ‘‘ a hope which shall perish with
the giving up of the ghost.” It is enough to make the
blood, of any one, who has not attained the full assurance of
his (/hristian integrity, freezein his veins, when he conside
the causes which may operate in the production and con-
tinuance of fatal delusion. Consider a moment the possi-
bility, that those religious exercises from which you date
the commencement of your Christian existence, may haye
been the counterfeit operations of selfishness, excited byh‘:a
mere love of happiness and attachment to any thing which
relieves its fears or favors its views. .How easily may
anxiety for one's state be mistaken for conviction of his
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guilt ; the pleasure arising from the belief of dangers past,
for joy in the Holy Ghost and peace in believing; and a

fond attachment to God arising from the mere apprehen-
sion that he has become the sinner’s particular and
unchangeable friend, be substituted for that genuine love of
God which is founded on a sense of his own intrinsic love-
liness, and which will continue to exist whether he is
viewed as reconciled or not. How likely is it that a hope
thus insufficiently embraced will be sedulously cultivated,

from the pride of consistenty, the strength of self-com-
placency, and the love of ease; that formality may be
mistaken for devotion, and after so much having been done
for the attainment of salvation, the mind be slow to enter-
tain the conviction that it has all been done in vain.
Consider, that professors by the very ground they have
taken, have placed themselves where they are above the
range of those arrows of truth which are directed against
the impenitent, and by their very familiarity with the

* topies of religion, and the customary frequency with which

they appear in that presence where Gabriel bows; if their
hearts be not touched by a sanctifying influence, must
necessarily ‘lose their sense of the awfulness of sacred
things, and with it, their susceptibility of religious impres-
sion, and every ordinary probability of genuine conversion.
Consider that Satan and your own heart are leagued to
perpetuate the mistake by every expedient of self-flattery,
till death shall strip the bandage off, “and the light of
eternity shall pour on the mind the overwhelming conviction_
of suicidal, of remediless ruin! If any other consideration
were wanting to make one afraid lest he should prove at
last to have been a “sinner in Zion,” and share in the
fearfulness that shall’  surprise the hypocrites,” it is the
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fact that so few professors of religion ever experience a
moral renovation after they have once classed themselves
with the followers of the Lord Christ; a fact which a
righteous judgment\comi)els us to explain, not by the
purity of the churches, but by the hopelessness of self-
deception. But, brethren, I would “hope better things
of you, even things that accompany salvation, though I
thus speak.”

I have been honored to be the instrument of the spiritual
renovation of mest of you :—to most of you, I hope, too, a
- helper of your faith, and a promoter of your joy. This was

to me a delight, which He who “ holds the seven stars in
his right hand,” disposing of them as he will, no longer
allows. Still, however, my interest in your welfare shall
~not cease. My prayer shall still be in your affliction, my
thanksgiving in your prosperity.” With solicitude I look
forward to your various and weary progress heavenward.
Trials, temporal and spiritual, lie before every one of you
that are the children of God. If you would take the experi-
ence of one who has made larger trial of the divine good-
ness since he last addressed you than ever, “ Trust in the
Lord. O, Israel, trust thou in the Lord; he is their
help and their shield.” It is better to trust in the Lord,
than to put confidence in man. It is better to trust in the
Lord, than to put confidence in princes.”” With Christ in
the vessel, fear not but you shall outride. the storm; and
though he may seem to sleep, * his heart waketh,” and when
best, he will show his command over the elements of nature,
as well as the dominions of mind. If he think it best to
- conduct you through affliction, he can make your trials
like the darkness of night, which, while it hides this world
from our vision, discovers to our view others, till then

\
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unseen. Above all things, strive fer greater attainments
in piety. God will be your very present help, if you sted-
fastly aim at the perfection of your sanctification, and the
enjoyment of those unclaimed rights which lie sealed with
the Redeemer’s blood. The object is practicable. A higher
standard is attainable; * for it is God that worketh i you,
both to-will and to do of his good pleasure.” Shall sloth
prevent ? “ What, ean ye not watch one hour,” for the
attainment of that for which your Saviour agonized ? Your
very temporal happiness is\involved in the decision of this
question. Themen of this world may have a portion here,
but the sons of God, the heirs of heaven, will not be allowed
the same satisfaction in the pleasures of sin. If they will
not walk in the light of God's countenance, this earth shall
be to them shrouded with desolation. Why should you
shrink from a “ closer walk with God?” What iniquity
have you found in Him? Has He been “a wilderness
unto Israel—a land of darkness?”’ Or have you not
uniformly found your diligence abundantly repaid, by the
composure of your mind, by the pleasantness of his service,
by the indulgence of your hopes, the enlargement of your
experience, and the success of your endeavors to serve
Him ? Is it nothing to you that you will honor God by
eminent piety ; and that you are placed in those circum-
stances, where true religion so peculiarly needs the silent
and convineing illustration of holy lives? Brethren, you
do not, you cannot appreciate how much your every day
conduct is determining the weight of your own eternal
glory, how much it is moulding the character and destiny
of immortal minds, on which you are hourly leaving per-
manent impressions, which are not one of them indifferent,
but all salutary or mischievous. Lay aside, then, every
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~weight that would retard ;- abandon every eompany that
wonld pollute ;. relinguish every habit that would obstruet
the growth or the comfort of veligion in your hearte, * Lot
thine eye be singld, and thy whola body shall, be full of
light.” Let your spirit be vight, and your worldly business
shall be wo obstruetion, bat the very eommonest employ-
ments of life shall be oconsigng of serving the King of
heaven, and the most familiar ohjeets of nature and events
of providence, be so many ministers of instruetion and
means of grace.  Thus may you find a living well in “ pas-
sing the valley of Baea” and go from strength to

strength, till each **in Zion shall appear before God."” “Boon |

our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem.” There
is but a step between us and death. * Br8thven, the time
is shoft: it remaineth, that both they that have wives, be
as though they had none; and they that weep, as though
they wept not; and they that rejoice, ns though they
rejoiced not ; and théy thag buy as though they possessed
not; and they that use “this world, as not abusing it ; for
the fashion of this world passeth away.”  How rapidly have
I seen it changing within the little eirele of our dongrega-
tion, within the revolutions of four years !  Through what
variqjiv.- of sickness, through what fluetuations of property,
throdgh what diversities of condition, have | seen some of
vowpass!  How many who went to the house of God in
company with us, are seattered in their various dispersions ;
some to the boundless contiguity of the wilderness,

“ Where no ihnplmnl‘a tents appear,”’

and others to more favored localities of the Redeemer’s
presence and institutions. Th«}m losses have been supplied
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by more, who, turning to us, us the people of the living
God, habe said,

“Brethren, where your altar burns, {
Oh, reeoive wa into rost

Alrendy we have seen soveral of our brethron and sisters

falling nsleep in Josus, and have followed them with hoping

sorrow to the grave, over whioh the sward oven now waves

green,  ““The ‘fashion of this world passotl, awny." No

more &n your pastor shall T go in and out before you j—no
more our supplications e minglod for Zion's good ;—or our
thankagivings be united for supplioations heard, 1 know
that a part; perhaps the whole of you, shall never see my
faoe again.  But the Gospel which you have not been
ashamed to embrace ns men, which 1 have not been ashamed

_to prench ns a ministor, and which none of us ought to be

ashamed to die for as martyrs, stamping such value on the

immortal sonl, diseloses the blossedness of * the dead who

die in the Lord."  What if the world, like the shadow of a

dinl has passed, even while looked on, the Sun of Right-

cousness has riden on the great oyelo of eternity, never to

set|  What if' ““ one ehurch above,” beneath we are parted

by the swellings of Jordan, we shall meet when safe arrived

on the other side: Ts it not natural to believe and pleasant

to anticipate, that members of the same church, soldiers in

the same “ saoramental host,”” who have on carth mingled

their prayers in the same aspiration, and laid their saeri-

fices on the same altar, will, as they arrive one after another, \

wait at the pearly gates, and welcome ecach other in, as

“the blessed of the Lord.” What a meeting will that be,

when each of us, having come up out of great tribulation,

and ““ washed our robes and made them white in the blood
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of the Lamb,™ we shall bow with the multitudes of the
vedeemod befbre the throne, see the Saviour ae he i, and
fove Him e wo ought ! How delightful then 1o look haok
on Al the way the Lord hae led us; o recount the labors

of our foet,”™ to stand surprised ab the temptations we have

escaped, to read the interpretation of dispensations that

onee frowned choerloas and mysterions upon we, to view the

strongth of the law as annihilated, and * the bitterness of
death™ as past, to look forward to the ineroasing lovies of
Mossinh's voign, and adore and rejoioe forever that we have

been built up component partaof that eternal temple, whioh

even now rising, the admiration of other words, without

the sound of * hammer, or axe, or any tool of fron,"

With the thoughts of that meeting, which will take place
before many yoars, with the bright prospects of that world
whieh will soon stand diselosed to s many of we a8 are the
followers of the Lamb, lot us animate ourselves in the toil-
some strife against sin, Let us weave a song of' rejoioing in
the house of our pilgrimage and the land of our exile. Mean-
while, dear brethren, if’ yo have esteemed me faithful in the
Lord ; iftheRo be any consolation in Christ, itany comfort of
tove, i any followship of theSpirit, it any bowels and meroios,
i Thaveever administered a cup of eold wator to the thirsting
soul of'a disoiple, let me not perish from your remembrance,
let me not be forgotten in your prayors, that T may  glorify
God in the five,” and if' it be His will that I come out of it,
[ may be a purified son of Levi, and be again promoted to
be a hewer of wood and a drawer of water in the service of
lsrael's God ; and that in some humble measure I may
bear resomblance to the pieture an apostlo drew of himeelf':
“ Weo are-troubled on every side, yot not distressed ; wo
are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not for.
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anken ; enst down, bt not dostroyed " Capproving our
solves ne the ministors of (o by honor and dishonor, hy
evil report and good report; ne doosivers and yob true | ne
uiknown, and yot well known ; ne dying, and behold wo
live; an chnstened, and not killod | ne sorrowfl, yob nlwnyn
rejoleing ; ne poor, yob making many rich ; an hpving
nothing, and yet possessing all things,"” Finally, brethron,
FARBWRLL | Do perfoot, bo of good oomfort, be of one
mind, live in ponoe, and the God of love and ponco
shall be with you.  ‘Ihat your whole spirit, and soul, and
body, bo preservod blameloss unto the coming of our Lord
Josin Oliriat, ia the prayer of

Your affeotionnte pastor,

Josgrn H.‘(,'nuu'rmn_
Danbury, (Conn.,) Seplember, 1828,
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The following is extracted from the “ Annals of the
American Pulpit,” published in 1858,

FROM THE REV. HENRY WILKES, D.D.
Montreal, L. C., December 10, 1848,

REV. AND DEAR SiR : To note down some recollections of
the gifted and now sainted Christmas, is a task affecting, yet
pleasant. It is fitting that your forthcoming work should
contain n sketoh of the character and course of this young
American clorgyman, who, though early removed to his
reward, was distinguished by no ordinary qualities, and was
favored with more than usual success during his brief
ministry. Lovely in his life, his memory is still fragrant
after the lapse of ecighteen years. One loves to recall his
dignified and graceful mien, his blameless life, his powerful
utterance of the truths of God, and his untiring, earnest
conseoration of all his facultics to the one object of his
lifo—the glory of Christ in the salvation of souls. Most
profitable is such an exercise of the memory, too often en-
cumbered with things of little value, It is refreshing to
dwell a while on one “ who feared God above many,” and

who has left behind him a bright example of devotedness to .

Christ's cause,

A calm review, at this distance of time, gives rise to the
convietion that his whs a special mission to this Northern
frontier of American Christendom,—designed to begin a
work of spiritual amelioration, which, receiving then an
impulse and an impression, has steadily advanced until this
present, through various channels, and in quarters and by
instruments then unlooked for. A quarter of a contury
has passed away since that mission was introduced, and
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truly wonderful have been the results. As yougspace will not
admit of enlargement on a merely collnwrnlﬂnic, it may
suffice to notice that there wero then only four Protestant
places of worship .in the city, and that the -aggre-
gate number of those who “ loved the Lord Jesus Christ in
sincerity,” was lamentably small. There are now nearly
twonty Protestant houses of prayér. In most of these there
is an intelligent and earnest ministry, while the nggre{gnw
of those who ““ know the truth in the love of it,” i8 large.
It is not my purpose to trace the influence of the short
ministry of my loved friend, as giving impulse and impress
to this movement—that would be to write the history of
religion in Montreal during the last twenty-five years; but
the opinion may be recorded that He who orders all things
well, and who knows the end from the beginning, has made
use of that ministry in a very marked manner in the
nchievement of the progress, imperfect as it still is, over
which we now rejoice,

Mr. Christmas was the first pastor of a small church
formed of individuals who had been connected with a con-
gregation, gathered by a clergyman from Scotland, belong-
ing there to a dissenting Presbyterian Body, whose place
of worship in Montreal had been erected chiefly by pecu-
niary aid from the United States. On the demise of that
clergyman, a bare majority of the owners of pews determin-
ed to become identified with the Established Church of
Scotland, and, as a consequence, the above mentioned per-
sons—chiefly natives of the United States, seceded, and
formed themselves into a Church and Society, having at

~ length the corporate designation of * the American Presby-

terian Church.” This infant body had enjoyed the tem-
porary services of several able young clergymen, but at
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length received the pastoral laborsof the subjéot of this
notice. Not personally identified at the time with the church,
I have yet a distinet recollection of his first appearance in
this sphere of labor, and of the attractiveness of his minis-

try, notwithstanding the absurd prejudice which then ex-

isted in the minds of Knglish-speaking people generally
against overything and everybody not of British origin,
My impressions are of his personal gracefulness and manly
beauty, as he appeared in the pulpit, attired in clorieal
vestments, as also of the finished style and foreible charao-
ter of his discourses. Quite young, ho was yet manifestly,
“a geribe well instructed,”~—a workman who “rightly di-
vided the word of truth.” IHis literary and theological
advantages, which had been great, he had used to good
purpose, so that he appeared on all occasions *“ thoroughly
furnished.”

The people of his immediate charge, not having yet com-
pleted the erection of their place of worship, were indebted

to other congregations for the use of theirs, at hours dur-

ing which they did not ocoupy them. This was in some
respeots a disadvantage in the work of organization ; yet it
had the effect of bringing the young minister to the notice
of many, who might otherwise have never heard him. There
wereat the time seattered through the other churches, certain
well-instru¢ted and devout adherents of several of the Dis-
senting Churches in England and Scotland, of which there
were no representatives here. There were Baptists, Inde-
pendents, and Presbyterians not of the Church of Scotland
—men and women of intelligence and piety. Some of
these wefe drawn around Mr., Christmas, because of sym-
pathy with his doctrinal views, and with the forms of Di-
vine worship adopted—as, for instance, the use of Dr.

»
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Watts’ Psalms and Hymns.  Part of them united with the
church, while others merely became identified with the eon-
gregation.  With much that was excellent and effective,
howover, this was not the characteristic period of our
friend’s ministry. It was tho Lord's purpose ete long to
vouchsafe to him a fresh baptism of the Holy Spirit,

You are doubtless informed from other sources of the
fact that, after laboring a number of months, it beeame
neodful that he should visit the neighboring States, and
his own native region, partly for the purpose of obtaining
aid in the erection of the large place of worship in which
he was to minister ; and that, during this visit, he met the
late Dr. Nettleton, and enjoyed the unspeakable advantage
of beholding one of those wonderful works of grace by
which the ministry of that remarkable man was at this
period attended. During his absence, the little flock was
much in prayer, while the Sabbath S8chool was mmintained
with unwonted vigor. By uniting with that_institution
a8 a teacher, I became, at this time, connected with the
congregation, and was also, I humbly hope; * found " by
that Glood Shepherd who seeketh and saveth the lost.”

Unless I am greatly mistaken, Mr. Christmas returned
to his charge under the influence of what might perhaps
be denominated, not inappropriately, a second conversion.
Truly has the German poet sung

“ Eapnestness is life,”

And it has been recently well said by a Quarterly Reviewer,
~‘ The acorn is a quiet little nut; but let it be nourished
in the bosom of its mother earth, silently building up its
massive trunk amid the passing generations of trees and of
woodmen, and you behold the living oak that wrestles stoutly

——

S— ]
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with the storm. The lion’s whe!p, reposing in his lair, is
a gentle creature; but give him time, and he will show
you what is in him. The lightning sleeps in the thunder
cloud, but when it tears its prison, how it scathes and blasts
the works of nature and of man! How.cold a thmg is
gunpowder, only let the spark touch it ! f Even so is it in
the world of mind. Let a man’s soul be quickened, called
forth by some great principle, some grand ambition, and
up to the measure of his strength, and according to the
fashion of his inward thought, what deeds will he not do,
for good or for evil, just because he is in earnest, believing
strongly, and so acting qut what he belieyes.”* This
‘“ great principle,” this “ grand ambition,” this master-pas-
sion, in Mr. Christmas, was henceforth the conversion of
sinners, and the advancement of our Lord’s Kingdom.
Devout before, and devoted, he had served the Lord in a
manner superior to many of his contemporaries; but now
it was absorption : “this one thing I do” was his practi-
cal motto; and everything was subordinate to this great
object. In him “ earnestness was life,” and a noble life
did it prove; Would that such impulses quickened us all
—how great then our effectiveness !

My\impressions are distinet of the unwonted solemnity
and p§wer of his pulpit exercises. His preaching was
doctrinal for purposes of instruction, and occasionally con.
troversial for the important end of diserimination. He
“ chdse acceptable words,” and handled the weapons of this
warfare with the skill of a master. I have sketches of
many of his discourses taken down at the time: they bear
the marks of adaptation to the existing wants of the peo-

* British Quarterly Review, No. XI,, p. 244.
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/

“ple, as well as of much beauty and force. Usefulness is

obviously the design according to which they were compos-
ed. Some of the practical appeals are remarkably pungent
and searching; others are full of earnest tenderness. He
understood the sentiment in its highest sense,—* Omnia
vincit amor.” And yet I recollect one or more instances
of individuals becoming so infuriated by the scorching dis-
crimination of some of his sermons, that, as confessed af-
terwards, temptation was felt to shoot the preacher. I do
not remember ever leaving the house of prayer, with the
inpressions, in some quarters so common, which suggest
the remarks,— that was a well written sermon ""— “ there
‘was much originality of thought in that discourse "—* that
minister’s style is very chaste.” No. It was all home work
—the preacher was forgotten in the truth, and so earnest
was he that people should hear and feel that, that he stood
modestly behind it, not desirous of himself being noticed.
Yet his style was easy and graceful, and frequently of a
high character. I think you will agree in the opinion that
“Valedictory Admonitions,”—a pamphlet of thirty-six
pages, octavo, is beautifully and vigorously written, and,
so far as I recollect, such was his accustomed style. Many
of his discourses were written fully out, but he never
read them in the pulpit. He appeared there usually, and I
think uniformly, without notes. His delivery was chaste and
very solemn ; but too unimpassioned for the higher flights

~ of oratory. His public prayers were quite remarkable for

soriptural phrases happily introduced, as also for fervor and
solempity. I never heard him use a coarse, or familiar,

. or slang expression in prayer, My impression is that he

frequently composed prayers in order to improvement in
this part of public worship. OQccasionally, after the intro-

. N
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ductory devotional exercises, he would pronounce the text
of his discourse, and then pause, saying—** Christians, I am
about to address the unconcerned (or some other class) from
these words , it will be in vain without the Divine blessing—
let us spend a minute in united, silent prayer.”- That min-
ute or two of stillness, only here and there broken by the
sigh of the earnest petitioners, was an effecting preparative
for a discourse full of  Christ and Him crucified.” Truly
did he say in “Valedictory Admonitions,”—‘ During four
years, I have testified to you the Gospel of the grace of God.
I have sedulously avoided all curious questions, doubtful dis-

putations, and every subject whose radiations do not branch’

into the very heart of Christianity. The Heart-searcher is
witnes8 that I have been anxious to engrave such truths upon
your mind, as it were worthy an immortal spirit to bear re-
corded on the tablets of the heart, and such as I knew must
one day be exhibited as evidence of what was written on
my own.” “ When I think that perhaps a little more
painstaking on my part, a little more travail of the heart
in prayer, a little more labor of the intellect in the pre-
sentation of motives, a little more toil of the body in fol-
lowing you with entreaties of solicitude to your dwellings,
might possibly have saved some one, I feel that there may
be a propriety in adopting the Psalmist’s petition,—¢ De-
liver me from blood-guiltiness, O God, thou God of my
salvation.” What earnestness |

His character was simple, childlike, spotless. He knew
comparatively little of the world—occasionally this was a
disadvantage in the midst of a mixed and busy population
like ours. Still, whatever observers or opponents may have
said of his enthusiasm, or even of his fanaticism, they
could not question the sincerity and consistency of his
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godliness. « Into the details of the blessed: revivals of re-
ligion which occurred here and in the neighboring town
of St. Andrews, your limits will not permit me to enter.
But it may be noted with respect to his 6wn course, that
while he labored untiringly and to exhaustion, he also
found employment for others. Christians were instructed
in their responsibility as stewards, and they were earnestly
enjoined to be faithful. Although a personal matter, it may
not be without interest for me to state that, having united
with the church some months after Mr. C.’s return from the
visit to the United States, above alluded to, he ere long
kindly but solemnly called my attentign to the Christian
miinistry. He wasonly two years my seZior, but I well recol-
lect the impression his appeal produced upon my mind.
At the time I did not yield, having doubts as to the mat-
ter of duty. It may be well to state, however, for the pur-
pose of exciting others to “go and do likewige,” that he
was authorized by a gentleman in Philadelphia, of whose
name I was then and still remain ignorant, to offer me the
needful pecuniary advances in the way of loan or otherwise.
At the time I was just entering into new commercial rela-
tions. But the suggestion of my beloved friend never left
me ; the path of duty gradually opened to my own mind ;
and, having acquired sufficient pecuniary means in busi-
ness to pay my own expenses through a course of study,
Mr. Chrigtmas had the gratification of seeing me abandon
profitable commercial eagagements for that higher work to
which he had beap the first. to direct my attention. You
will pardon this allusion to a personal affair—it is made in
order to ijJustrate the fact that the subject of this notice

service, for which he supposed them respectively qualified.
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I have already exceeded your limits, and must not ex-
tend my remarks. It is now mor\a than twenty years since
we parted, to meet no more, until the Father’s house is
opened not for one only, but, if it may be, through grace,
for both.. He, prostrated in heaith, and compelled to
relinquish his charge, was on the eve of returning to his
native South—1I, on the eve of sailing to my native east on
the other side the Atlantic, there to pursue literary and

. theological studies. In two years more, after laying his
lovely babes and his admirable wite in the grave, this gifted,
useful servant of Christ was called home to his rest and
reward.. But he lived much and long in a short time, if
life is to be measured by effective service. Some of us
would joyously hail the comforting assurance, could we know -
that as much hath been done for Christ’s glory in the sal-
\vatlon of men, during a ministry of three or four timed the
lenoth of his, as he was honored to achieve in .. very few
/years The Lord make us faithful; and the res ults may
be safely left with Him.

Believe me, my dear Sir, yours ﬁuthful' 7
HENRY WI1.LKES.
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