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v+J An-addresas by the" Hcncurable James-A. ~ ?,1acKinnon, : -
- at`the°openingof the International Trade Fair,:'- :-

Toronto? May 299 1948 .

: ' 1 . .. ._ ,

: .'i - : : - rj :- .' In:the absance,: of< my "edlleague,, the , Right Honour*ble ; C.D.Hawe,and asïdating ;ltiniater'of ~rnde and Coinerce ; it.is_e .great ;plsaaure,ao
welcoyou; toi this t luncheon; ± This . morning you have ; asen; -the results -
:of. . :efforts - ahich:have-been ;expended :over the past,tiro;years :,-: :The=Xirat
;Canadiaâ. : International- .Trade ;Fair ' ïhas become : a living,reality , _,The full
measiu•e - of" its succesar .'of_ course, renains . to be proven .- T sro: weeks fro m

.~cnôw we will .-,lrnow soazethingf the coa e rcial :relationships established
and of trie business transacted., _ . .. =._: r . ., . . . ;. _ .

. . .
. . . . . .. - , . .. _ . . . - : J ~ . . , . _

: ::11Yhen ave ::first: cantemplated . this : Trade- Fair,- it~tivas conceived is
:a ;môdest ventnrè . . Althavgh'a well knoxn institution in ; Europe,~ .the Tride
Fair=is 'neon .this~ sldà'of :`the:-Atlantico Before-plans ;were . very-far

- undôr wap ; we vrere .pleasantly'surprised at .the almost wrorld-wide ,intsreat` iri'this - prô ject. Ltanufacturers and producers • not only in : Canada but . : in• .
many=côuntries of the wôrld are_suppcrting 'this'venture in a ' practical
rvay. As a result we have today one of the World's great Trade Fairs . Yfe
hope it aill be the first of a long line of fairs, not only in Canada,
bût=in''neighbcuring--countries-as well .

_. .• :• . . ~ I . , : , - ; • . : , . . . , . . . - -, - - - . .

:• :t" v~I wanttto pay tribute :to the truly :splendid support the_ .~•
'''Departaient:bf:;Trade :and Coim erce of the Canadian,Government'has ' had : froa
» thë 0ntariô Governament ; .the._City of •Toronto, and : the Canadian,Natiôtti~l .
Exhibition~Associatior. : .in•- brganizing the- Fair . . :We.:have also, Qn joyed, in
full r.:easure,-: the valuable co -operation of the repres~ntatives : of other
governments in Canada, Nost important of all .has .been the assistance we
have had from the asscciations of private industry, whose representatives
'aï-e'ménbers of the_Advisory Committee . This is truly a joint effort on
the part :of.'Government-andiindustry• : .The .result has exceeded•our most
optimistic=expectationso : .It is .a .credit.to a--country of• only 12â .ai1 lion
poople•

:`_ . ;~ . i ,
., . ; :

-- - .-': Thia'- expansion` is= cne> of :•.the most1 striking : features. of, . the,.Fair.
" Whÿ havethe exporters and traders of the world responded•so readily_to

Canada's invitation? " lffe shall find the answer, " I think, . :if we ask what
prompted the Government of Canada to sponsor the Fair, and if we ask xhy
8ô'many organizations représented-here today are, lendingtheir whole-hearte d

-`âuppôrte" .r :-iu : . . , . .' . . . _ . . ; . _ z .-,-
:c . . . t-,

'` - '-'J • J Dur common: motive waro'. of course,l to dolwhat" tive could to9vard the
restoration of trâde emong`nstions . to the : decent and ' historio baais ; of
give-and=take ~ . : = Our : purpose s vras not' entirely unselfiah. • Canada ;fôund
herâélf,', after :». the :.war, ~ over-equipped with produotive capacity by : the
atandards ôf : her' pre• war.: trade 0' ;New .- outlets were urgently - required to
keep'that : capaeity:iù.op6raticn ; we could either .maintain our place : as

f third - .trading natiôn; • or' .é:se wa coûld shut down half our shop,- and ,in s o
doing reduce our industrial payrolls• ,• .- .•
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Our national character and individual faith in our country

being what they are9'there could be only one answer . Collectively, we

chose progress rather than retreat ; but progress involved two factors .

The first was a return toward at least the measure of free international

trade that existed before trie war ; the second was the dissemination

tY.roughout the world of the knowledge that Canada
was newly equipped to

enter industrial markets as both buyer and seller on a fairly heavy

scale .

Toward the liberation'of international trade, our representatiTee
at Geneva and later at Havana have been striving vigorously and, I think,
effectivelya In the eeonomie as in the diplomatic sphere, it is sqia

to say that. Canada has played a part out of proportion to the size of

her population.

In working toward the main purpose, these sppkesmen of Canada
were incidentally helping to achieve the secondary one of publioizing the

= nation-`s new`industrial maturity. Similarly, trade eouunissioners

throughout the v►orld were endeavouring to interest businessmen in the
increased potentialities of Canada as a source of supply and as a market. '

. I need hardly add that these official efforts have been re-inforeed b y

Canadian businessmen on tour, by the work of business organizations
interested in foreign trade, and by the excellent export press which it

developing so raaidly in Canada. -' -

But it seemed to the Department of Trade and Commerce, and tothr1

^ businessmen who, individually and .colleetively work elosely with it, that

there should be a more spectacular demonstration of Canada's eagernes s

" both to stimulate world trade and to claim a fair share of it . The method

approved after long consideration was nearly as old as trade itself and

yet so new to the North American scene that it took on much of the nature

of a gamble . . .. -

It was, of course, a Trade Fair -- a miniature of the great worl'.

of commerce ; a centre where, for two weeks, businessmen of all countries

could negotiate in the traditional freedom of the marketplace ; where, more

importantly, they could negotiate from face to face, buy and sell on the
basis of samples which could be seen and handleds There, they could try

to hurdle artifieial barriers to trade ; and, with experts readily

available, could work out the complexities of exchange-rates and shipping

routes and documentations . .

"-- : To many of us, I think, the one chief appeal of the idea lay iz

the human eleraent which is injected into the cold transaction of intern

- trade . Instead of Pormal letters exchanged between strangers remote fro
r

one another in distance, race and language, there would be the personal
contact which each of us realize to be the familiar, effective way of d012

business .` We can at least hope that association with future eustomers ar•L
suppliers will tell us something of the men with whom we hflpe to deal --

their methods, their problems, their way of thinking .

These, then, were our motives . If they were to be 'translated :i

a successful fair, then other men in other countries would have to feel

much as we did . They would have to share our hopes for a restorationof

trade, and our impatience with artificial restraints upon it . Like us,

they would have to gamble on the feasibility of a Trade Fair in the New

World; in the aggregate, their stake would be much greater than ours'
We believed, when we laid our plans that there would be enough ~~kh~d na~

men, willing and able to come, to make a sucoess of the fair .

anticipated the overwhelming response . It is, I suggest, an encouragir B

• indication of man's desire' to deal, peacefully and with mutual profit, "1

his neighbours .



I have said that our motives in organizing this fair were not
entirely unsel£ish ; but they were by no means concentrated upon immediate
benefit for Canada .,Any revival .of trade between nationscannot fai l
to be of.ultimate benef'it to us . In such circumstances, it-is not so
important if the bulk of' the business done during these next:weeks is
transacted between visitor and visitor rather than between visitor and
Canadiano, . Canadians will get their share of sales, on their own merits,
and place their share of orderson the basis of their needs ; but in any
event_our=chief. purpose will have been served and worid trade wilI have
been stimulated . Vde are. content with our principal role of host, . ; . .
implying as ie does the opportunity given to our guests€ to see our country,
its industries and its products. -

Furthe•r, we do not pretend to any copyright on the idea of an
international Trade Fair. The interest expressed by other governments has
been .gratifying, and it is our hope that some at least-of..them.on this
side of.the d.tlantic will decide to hold, or encourage, trade fairs within
their-borders . . A. still greater number of exhibitors .could ..be expeeted if
the opportunity were given th.em to move their displays from fair to fair,
without duplication of the initial expense .

Nell, gentlemen, so far so good. We have worked .well.together
to this:stage ; may I ask that for another two weeks this partnership of
business and government continue to ensure the success of this First
Canadian Trade Fair? Already, I realize, much has been done toward this
end . The representatives of the business organizations :and of the
Department of Trade and Commerce will be in nearby offices in the Reception
Centre, as counsellors to anyone who needs advice as to official o r
trade practice .

Can we not carry this a bit further? A moment ago, I referred
to Canada as the host country . May I ask that each of the organizations
represented here today translate this fact into a personal expressio n
of welcome and good will on_ the part of himself and his . associates ?

In other words, let us, as individuals, as Canadians, as well-
wishers for the Trade-Fair, seek out visitors from other countries and
make a point of extending to them some special and particular personal
attention and courtesy . He may be an importer of fish or an exporter of
rubber, and your line may be farm implements or textiles . But, as I have
tried to show you -- his very presence at the fair indicates his community
of interest with trade-minded Canadians . It indicates as well_an
interest in this country which is becoming a new force in world trade .
Iithout question, he will want to know something about Canadians as-people ;
that can.be safely left to each of you . The benefits of such contact s
and friendly meetings can be of first importance to each one of you and
to Canadas

Gentlemen, I have an additional pleasure . On behalf of the
Government of Canada, and especially on behalf of . the Prime èninister and
of the Minister of Trade and Commerce, I wish to thank you for your
co-operation in bringing this First Canadian International Trade Fair so
far on the road toward s uccessful realization of all its purposes .
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I'"Whatever your association with the fair, ~y have been,

vrhether in an active or an advisory capacity, you have the sincere

thanks of the Government of Canada . This fair is more than a unique

display'of products and skills . It is more than a great meeting place

F' for men of industry and commerce . It is a practical expression of

humanity's deep longing for peace and for the fruits of peaoe . It

e demonstrates above all, confidence in the ability of the nations t o

construct a better world, a vrorld free from destructive etrife -- a world

offering moreenduring happiness for all mankind .
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