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S,
% You place Mr. Morris  Reply” before me,
-and you request meto give you, proprio nomine,
'my opinion of it, and of the merits of the whole
xmb_]ect, from the agitation of whichit has origi-
mted viz. therights and wrongs of us Scotsmen ad-
‘hérmts to our national Church ; and the propricty of
’ themcasures which we have advpteds to vindicate the
‘eric and redress the other.
it
"'M:my circumstances render what you propose 2
.task 1 would willingly decline. Of thesel shall only
uéntion one. Ifear that Ican scarce hope to
it:cat a subject of so exciting & natare, and which
:has already led to so much angry discussion, so as
ngt to ruffle the feclings of some, whom I highly
: Q:tecm, and in whose breasts I am sorry to raise
ot unkindly thought. But, though this is a con-
'»s;der'mon that has great weight with me, I cannot
tllo\v it, or otl.ers which press on me, to interiere
th the performance of what comes to me in the
pe of a duty ; and, therefore, though 1 could
_:hpg.vc wished the subject had fallen into , other and
‘adler hands, I shall proceed with it, without further
pggface thanthat it is my desire to treat it, in the

ralmest and mnst  temperate manner that its na-
ture will permit.

I have first to speak on our rights—both our
constitutional and legal rights ; and the rights
which are derived to us, from the duty of Govern-
ment to provide for our welfare, as Canadians, and
subjects of the British Empirc.

1t Our Constitutional and legal rights.  We
Scotsmen hold our country not to be a Province
but an integral part of the Empive. Our ancient
dominion did not merge inthat of England, but the
two were united to form the kingdom of Great
Britain.  The history of that union, the ar-
guments by which it was supported, the words of
the instrument of union itself, prove that 1t was
intended to bestow and secure to both parties “a
community of rights privileges and advantages.”
As in all other thingsan equality of privileges was
secured, so, as from the temper of the times was
to be expected, it was carefully provided that neith-
er Englishman nor Scotsman, when he took on
him the common name of Briton, should, in rehgi-
ous matters, assume supenority over lus brother.
To preserve a perfect equality the only plan that
inthe then existing state of rehgious feeling it
wounld seem to have been possible to act on was
adopted. It was enacted, that, 10 all that had been
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Finglieh, the church of England should be tie es-
tabhshed religion 1 in all that hud been Scoteh,
the Church of Scotland. Tis principle of per-
fect cquality was fenced in with provisions that 1
need not rehicarse, corporating at, in the very bo-
dy of the monurchy, and clearly showing the jeul-
ous care of our ancestors for s permancucy.  In
the regulations adopted the words on the one hand
are “ the kingdom of England and territories
thereunto helonging,” and on the other  the king-
dom of Scotland.” Does any one ask whence
this diversity in the wording of the clauses ?—the
answer is plain, we possessed no other ternto-
rics than Scotland.  Had we done so, the princi-
ple of equality of rights, regulating the compact
throughount, must have rendered the phrase-
ology in both cases the same.

No precise provision is made for the case of the
acquisition of new territories by the twe king-
doms, when united.  Any legislation on such a
mere contingency would have been premature, and,
ou such a case occurring, might not have suited
the actual circumstances of it. Tt was suflicient
to cstablish the guiding rule, that there be “a
communication of afl rights privileges or advan-
tages” that do or may belong to either Englishman
or Scotsman,  Taking this rule for our guide,
the convictionis forced on us, that, in tins Pro-
vinee, acquired by the united arms of both king-
doms, Scotsman and Englishman meet, as in all
other points, so in religious matters, on a focting
of perfect equality,  Our right to this equality of
rank we bold to be one, from the possession of
which, springing as it does from the fundamental
Jaws of the monarchy, we cannot, by any arcum-
stances, be permaunently excluded, wlnle that mon-
archy cndures,

T'here is auother right which we derived from
positive statate, from the act of the 51 George 111,
by the authority of which certain lands in Canada
were set apart for ¢ the support and maintenance
ot a Protestant clergy.” What clergy is to be
understood as thus by law designated ? We hold,
that, as by a ¢ Protestant clergy,” in Bugland and
its peenliar territories, the law understands the
clergy of the church of England, in Scotland, the
clergry of the church of Scotland, so,in Canada, a
2t colony acquired by the united arms of both, the
<lergy of both are cqually comprehended. In
short, we have held the particular right of sharing
Ju the proceeds of these reserves, to be directly
denved to usfrom the more general right just
stated. Ve maintain, that, in Canada, we are
canstitntionally to be held, not as dissenters from
< the church of theempire,"but asone of thechurch-
s of e Empite, entitled to the same privileges as
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our brethren of England and meeting them on a
footing of pertect cquality.  The sounduess ot
the general principle is involved in the consulera~
tion of the particular casc—they stand or tall to-
gether.

\We have not been captious debaters.  We have
ever urged this view, decisive at once of the ques-
tion, upon the consideration of all entitied to de-
hberate or decide on it.  The correctness of it
has been, by them, fully ackuowledged. 1 need
not again martial, in the pages of the Christian
Examiner, the host of authoritics, which might be
brought forward in support of what 1 advance, 1
shall rest contented with citing one ot two, IMirst,
the opinion of the Crown Lawyers in 181y:—f¢ we
are of opinion that the provisivns made by 5t
George 111 for the support and maintenance of &
Protestant clergy, are not confined solely to the
clergy of the church of England, but may be ex-
tended also to clergy of the church of Scotland,
if there are any such settled in Canada, as appears
to have been admitted in the debate upon the pass-
ing of the act.” Sccondly, extract of memorial
from the committee of the General Assembly of
the church of Scotland on churches in the colonics,
addresseito Lord Glenelg, as principal secretary
of state for the colonies :—* The memorialists
beg leave to repeat the assertion of a prin-
ciple which they apprehend cannot be con-
troverted viz. That by the treaty of union,
the nunisters, and other members of the church of
Scotland are entitled, in every colony settled or
acquired since the year 1706, to be put on a perfect
equahty in all respects with those of the church of
ngland, in proportion to the number belonging
respectively to cach denomination.” Answer by
Sir George Grey, Slst May, 1889, «llis Ma-
jesty's Governmont sec no reason to dissent
from the general principle asserted by the
memorialists.  They are desirons of giving to it
the fullest practical operation, which the means at
their disposal, for this purpose, will allow.”

Mr. Morris has taken the pains, by a plentiful
collection of instances, to show what is the deli-
berate opinion of all in the Empire, qualified to
judge in the case, and under whose consideration
it has been brought. I may quote from his ¢ ye-
ply” the names of the Marquis of Launsdown, the
Sarl of Haddington, the Earl of Eidon, Mr. Wil-
mot Horton, James Stephen Junr. now one of the
under secretaries of state, the committee of the
House of Commons in 1328, Among all thesc,
and others there quoted, there is no question that
the legal and constitutional acceptation of the
term Protestant clergy comprchends alike the
English and Scotch churches.
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The wording of the report of the committee 1s
_deserving of perticular attention. It was com-
posed of the mast distingvished statesmen and
. lawyers of the country, yet these eminent persons,
-with amodesty characteristic of superior ability.
winch 1t were to be wished had more imitators in
Canada,dechne expressing any opinion of theirown
on the precise legaltorce of the statute, but adhere
to that given by thosc constitutionally called on
-to determine 1t—the law officers of the crown.

Angcther question however was broached which,
asithas been thrown into the discussions of the
day by the Archdeacon of Toronto, in a way
tending to darken what is otherwize sufliciently
clear, | may as well allude to here.  Doubts had
arnisen, whether or no the framers of the act under-
stood the real torce of that wlich they enacted—
or, ifthe power of constituticnal principles, had
not shaped their act into an instrument operating
otherwise than they proposed, whether, in fact,
they intended its provisions to comprehend only
the Protestant clergy recogmsed by the laws of
the land, orthat they should extend to all Protes-
tant sects.

On this point too the committee gave their
opmion, and came to the conclusion, that the per-
sous who bronght forward the measure i Parha-
ment had designed that the proceeds of the resery-
¢d lands, should be applicable generally to any
Protestant clergy. It isclear that this consututes
nu opposition ot opinion. The crown lawvers had
given their opinion on one pomt, the constitutional
and legal meaning of the term Protestant cleray
as apphed to Canada.  The committee gaie theirs
miwo : Ist, whatin Canada is the legal and con-
stitutional meaning of this term, and what conse-
quently the force of theact ; 23y, what were the
clergy intended by the framers.

Tamtherefore surprised that one who has studied
the subject solong s Dr. Strachan, should repre-
sent these opinions as ¢ conflicting.”  On the sub-
Ject of our nights we have never found any con-
theting opinions out of Canada.  Whenever fair-
Iy brought before the Home Government and au-
thonties they have been fuily admitted.

But, besides our constitut:onal and legal claims,
there are others demed to us from the duties im-
posed on the British Government, as duties are jm-
poscd on all Goverors, of providing for the wel-
furc of us its Canadian colomsts, The sigplest
principles of Govermment give us ir this way
rights, which it were well we had alt aleng fully
crjoyed.

I presuine it is not necessary for ime to set about
proving that to the well being of a state noiling
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so much contributes as the correctness of the
morals of those composing 1t.  Nether { suppose,
am Leatled on to make out, from a collavion of
fucts, that the prevalence of rebgious principles
15 the concomntant, and way generally be taken as
the criteriun, of morahty. Speaking pohiticully,
experience proves that christ:amty, preached and
practised, 15 a necessity to the sound svcial condi-
ton of every modern state.

The vast regions of Canada were laid opento
Brituns, Under the protection of the Bnitish Go-
verument, they were invited to colomze them.
[n tlus enterprise our countrymen were amongst
the furemast.  Their scattered bands appeared at
every point the poneers of civilization in these
then unknown regions, It is much owing to the
unergies of Bcotsmen that Canada 1s now a ferule
and flourishing dependency of the Empire,

Tlas undertaking, tins conversion of forest into
ficld, has not been efiected by any who entered on
it without endunng severe privations.  Our coun-
trymen have shared in them all ; '.aut, of them all,
1 beheve there 12 one which they felt more keenly
than all the rest—I meun the deprivation of relin-
vus ardinances. The retutning Sabbath no longer
marked by « the sound of the church gong bell,”
congregauny them, as in their native Jand, to hear
the word of life frum the lips of one they revered,
their stated pastor, whosesupenizntendence restraua
ed from evily chieered in well domg 3 whose lebors
kept glowing in their breasts the holiest desires
and most cnvbling hopes. I'he want of this, as it
were rallymyg poust,for those sublimer thoughts and
asprrations of humanity umting heaven and earth,
wlich sustain amid wretchedness and nnsfortune,
and clevate above even the terrors of death, bas to
thent been a heart snking deprivation. As the
senze of ity and of ats operation in their families,
hax come over them, in their seasons of reflection,
Canzda has indeed seemed to them a foreign land.
At these seasons the bordering forest has hung
over them more ploumily ; the surrounding wilder~
ness has in ther apprehensions becumne more
savagely wild.

Truetaany of our countrymen have allowed list-
lessness as to these things to creep over thew
mauy have sunknto apathy, But this,alas ! only
proves the extent of the evil that has been sns-
tained. I feel confident that Scotch Canadians
—and happily their respectability as a  cluss
enables me thus to speak without offence—1 am
sure, that they would have been far beiter amd
therefore happier men, that their character woutd
nave stood higher had 1t been universally in therr
power to enjoy even a measure of the relizious ad-
vantages of their native land—had its chureh been
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transported over the Atlantic along with them,
When one who understands the process takes up
u plant from the place in which it has sprung to
place it elsewhere, not only does he provide it
with gemal soil and suflicient shelter, but, till its
roots Juve had time to accommodute themselves to
their new position, and draw from thence the sup-
phies that heaven showers down, he plentifully wa-
ters it—else must he loak to see it grow up dwarf-
ish and distorted. Britain, es to us, scems to have
known how to plant, but not how to water.,

Besides however our claims as Scotsmen, we
have clais us Canadian colonists—as a  germ,
from wlich is to spring much we hope of what is
to be good, and 1t may be, of what is to be ewil, in
these central and Bntish regions of this great con-
tinent. ln considenng our claims in this point of
view, | am prepared to show that it would have
been for the advantage of Canada and DBritain to
have given every encouragement to our church—
aud thus on three considerations

Ist. That onr church is strongly operative in
forming good subjects and citizens.

2nd. 'T'hat it is adapted to the wants and desires
of Canadians, and would naturally and easaly, have
ditlused itself.

Srd. That it is one of the churches of the Em-
pre,

As to the firstof these, though 1t is unportant, 1
weed do wo more than udvert to at. It will be
granted by any one who hnows Scotland and its
history, who will giance vver the records of the
cniminal calendar fur the three hingdoms, or who
will retlect on the cliaracter of the Presbyterian
populstion of Ircland, that, o we are to judge of
the tree by its fruite, the system of chnstian order
prevailing in Scotland exerts a most salntary mfiu-
creein trmning to virtue,a restramny from mmmo-
rihity, erime aud sedition,

The faciity with which it would have spread
over Canada, depends on two circumstauces.  "'he
number of emigrants attuched to this form of wor-
shipe The probabality of its bemg adopted by
those not onganaliy attached totyand of its diffo-
sion among the commy generations.

Now, it 1s well known, that, from the early days
of the colony, every season has brought out its
supply of Scotsmen,  Next appeared the Irish.
Last of all came the English.  Bight or ten years
ago, an Enghsh emigrant was a novelty, in Mon-
treal.  Itisto be observed too, that, of emigrant
Insha great number are Presbyterians, from the
north of Ireland, the descendants of Scoteh settlers
there, and, i fact, considering themselves Scotch.
Without ronpieg to a detarl of paruculars, 1 be-
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lieve it will be granted me, by any candid perso
acquamnted with the progress of the colonies, that
takang the whole penod together from the cow
mencement, those naturally attached to our churcl
have formed a constderable preponderance of tiy
Protestant emigrants, oy thewr immediste descen.
dants, within thecolony. It is httle to the pur
pose totalk, as Dr. Strachan does, of the relativr
population of England, and Scotland, and Ireland,
and thence to wfcr what may be presumel
to have been the progress of emigration. The
renl questionis what was it? Now be, and even
oboervant residenter, knows very well, that fors
long time Scotch emigrants were in the proportion
of ten to one to Bnghsh, and, that it is only latter},
siuce in England the pacishes have aided 1t, that the
cnngration from the southern, has excecded tha
trom the northesn portion of the Island.

Again, in this question it is material to marka
circumstance which has struck impartial observer..
‘I'he Presbyterian form of Protestantism is mox
popular than the Episcopal.  Adam Smith makes
this observation, and the truth ofit, as it bears or
tlus question, 1s readily come at, by considering th
relative amount of dissent in Englandand Scotland,
and the progress of Presbyterianism in the Unite
States, and Ireland.  In a pamphlet I published
cleven years ago (Letter to Lord then Mr. Stan.
ley) I examined these pomts at some length an!
conceived I was warranted by an inference frome
facts, in conung to the conclusion, that were the
Enghsh aund Scotch churches equally supportes.
the former would preponderate among the highe:
classes in the towns, the latter would greatly over
balauce it among the mass of the people, the agn.
cultural population.  “T'he progress of events sinee
that time has fully borne out what I advanced.
["pper Canada for 1ustance at that tune we had on
ly 5 or 6 clergymen.  Smee the equahty of right
of the two churches in Canada has been recognis
ed athome, and a small allowanceof £57 10s. made
to u portion of our clergy,their number hasincreasc
to about 10. In thatmtervalthoughitisthat of th
areat English emigration, the number ofthe Enghish
clergy has T think ncreased only about one hall.
Thus shows evidently enough what would haw
been our progress had we been equally supported
from the beginning. But, the true way to froma
tight conclusion on this head, would be to place
the whole money drawn by the church of England
fromn Britain, and from the local government, o
the onc hand, and on the other, that drawn by the
charch of Scotland, and exanune the resilts. |
have not data for an exact estimate; but the Rev.
Authony Iannlton, secretary to the society for
the propagation of the gospel in foreign parts, in
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* his examination before the committee of the House
of Commons, stutes the yearly amount then given
the church of England in the north American col-

onies to be £31,000, £15,000 Parlininentary grant,
£16,000 from the society. Thisis exclusive of
the salary to the Bighop, of Quebec, to the Rec-
tors of Quebec, Montreal and Three Rivers, and
of various other items, Say that Canada receiv-
ed £20,000,£200 sterling to cach missionary of the
church of England and the rest fot building church-

- es &c. andsay,that this went on for fiftcen years—
we shouldhavea sumof £300,000. If weadd interest
tp this, we may safely state the whole amount as
at least £600,000. "The result 60 or 70 clergymen
overthe whole of Canada. Theamount again grant-
ed by thelocal governmentto the Scotch church in
.Upper Canada may be stated, including in-
terest, at about . . . £13,500
‘Giranted from Society in Scotland . 1500

£15,000
Result, 10 settled ministers.

At this rate of increase, had we depended sole-
ly onthe aid received from government, as the
English church has done, we should have been
pnly able very recently to shew onc clergymanand
pne congregation. I hold therefore that a great nus-
take was committed, & mistake which perhaps it
is too late toremedy, but which nevertheless 1s
much to be regretted, and which treating the sub-
ject without reserve, as I do, I may fairly state,

1 have said there isa third consideration entaitling
us to support: we are one of the churches of the
empire, Not only, on this account, have wea
claim to the fostering carc of Government as con-
cerns our interests as a body, but that care should
be extended to us from thesalutary ellect our pros-
perity would produce on the gencral goud of the
empire. It is unquestionably desirable that both
the churches ot England aund Scotland, should
spread widely through the cmypire, not only from

_their moral worth, but because their extension

. gives unity of sentiment to the whole body, and
“with unity, peace and prosperity.

Their extension in Canada would unite it to

_ the empire in two ways, By sending here, and it

. might be by returning there, many men, from their

vocation entitled to all respect, and from 1t too
. mingling inall classes, and thus diffusing ther
, sentunents and giving a tone to the genera; modes
of feeling and action through the society in which
they moved. Imay I think coufidently appeal to
- the observation of all who have had opportumtics
) of remarking the fact, if'it do not amply bear out
* what general principles would lead s to believe—
"ifthe settlementof a clergyman, from either church,
does not so influence the neighborhood, as to add
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an additional tie, and a strong one, to those alrea-
dy binding us to the mother country. Agan, a
unity of religious feeling, 1s from the same merely
temporal considerations, undoubtedly desirable, as
being of itsel’ one of the must powerfully umting
principles in existence.  Where, as in our empire,
regions exteusive enough to eticompuss the globe
are held togcether by the mere force of opion,
it is surely desirable that opimons having so pow-
erful an influence should sssimlate them as wuch
as possible.

These considerations should not lead the mere
pohtician to force, or even obtrude, religious opin-
ions on any class. If they be notsuch as may be
expected to find & place, as it were naturally, the
attempt were worse than useless.  But where
there is a vacant place for those of the nation,
where that vacancy is felt as a want—there assur-
edly he ought to assist them in filling the void.
Acting on these principles, had government aftord-
cd adequate,and merely adequate,support through-
out to both churches,the result of its operations in
this instance would, I am persuaded, have been far
happier thanit has been. ‘The musfortune has been
that our politicians seem to have thonght thatthere
was but one church of the cmpire,and that it ought,
would they or would they not, and at all expenses,
to be made the church of Canadians,  Ilence Ing-
Lish missionaries wherever they could be got, and
a dozen people collected to hear them, were plant-
cd over Canada, and maintained for a long period
at a salary of £200sterling, without asking, or ex-
peeting a sixpence from their hearers * Now, 1
hiold this plan of procceding to have been wrong,
because no chure' can, in this continent, be ex-
pected to have sway and permanency, that has not
the affections of the people ; and, if it have iheir
affections, as they are able, so will they be witling,
ay, even desirous, to contribute to its support.
Then, andthen only, it seemsto them their church,
and tiie pastor their minister.

Had the rule been adopted from the beginning,
with regard to both churches, of granting frowm
Britain, or fromthe British government in Canada,
an cqual amount to that contributed by Canadiun
congregations,arcasonable course of action wounhl
have been pursued, assurance would have been af-
forded, that there was really a call for the labors
of the clergy thus sent out, and a prebability, or
rather, a certainty of their attaining a perinanent
estublishment.  1{ad this planbeen pursued, there
woult have bees no unhappy contentions or bick-
crings between the churches, each equally and
rightfully supported, would have filled its apyro-

¢ adense of Crosie Moroll, Chaplaun to the Bishiop of
Quetiog, Petore Comnztiee o1 Hodse o Colltnons.
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priate place without repining at the progress of its
neighbor.  [ad tlis been the case Lam, amd have
been long persuaded, amd fiacts bear me outin the
behiet) that the Scotch churel, would liuve spread
largely through the agneultural populaionof these
Provinces, that the Inghsh would have been as ex-
tensively ditfused as it 1y and saore finmly fixed
than at present, for no hostile pubhic feehing would
have been excited against it.

So far of our rights—next of our wrongs. ‘L'he
withholding of the vue constitutes the other,  We
hud a title to some support from govermment, tor
without it it was impossible to overcome  the duli-
culties under which we laboured.  Scattered over
the wilds of this extensive Jand it has been wipos-
sible for Scotsmen, strugghng with the ditliculties
of new settlers, to erect churches, to build houses
for theirclergy und to insurc them of such incomes
as their brethren in Scotland would esteem sutli-
cient, in compliance with established rules, to war-
rant their bang by them ordained to charges in
Canada. The assistance winch might have been
sowell extended to us was withheld, and bence
have we labored under the deprivations I have en-
deavored to describe.  Ilad this neglect proceeded
from a total disregard to such matters on the part
of government, though we might have regretted it
as much we would not have felt it so keenly; but
while thus left to struggle unaided, we saw the
church of the sister kingdom not only protected
and cherished but forced on to an unnatural growth,
obtruded as it were on us and our brother colonists
—its clergy spread over the land sceking,and often
in vain, for a people while we were secking as
vainly foraclergy.  We have seentlis church up-
hield as the lawfully established and dominant
church of the country,the favorite channcl ot offici-
al patronage,while we have been ranked as dissen-
ters—the Jeast favoured of dissenterson whom it
hasbeena pleasme for offizials to heap degradation
andinsult, This we have beentold is your proper
place,every attempt you make to get outof it 1s an
offence against our Jawful supremacy, but, attempt
what you will, strugele as vou ieay, here we have
you, and here will we hold you. [ do not wish,
Mr, Editor, tocall up anew bitter feelings, by re-
curring to instances, ‘I'hat I do not speak without
just grounds, you, and yourreaders well know.
On one thing however I must dwell for a htile, 1
have said, that the Lnglish church bas been the
chanuel, through which official favour and patron-
age has flowed. I refer tie truth of the assertion,
to the experience of those, who have marked the
progress of things in any town in the Canadas, for
the last dozen or twenty years.  During that pe-
riod, would they not have esteemed a candidate for
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favour to have had a somewhat better chance, if @
member of what it hos been tire fushion to call the
Church ! Or, would they not havethought a young
mun, scekisg to nse, tohave a little wandered from
the straught roud to perferment, it he belonged to
any other seet ! Now, Tam far from thinking,
that the observation of this circumstance, has pro-
duced all the proselytism in certamn quarters, that
has there taken pluce—such a supposition were
contrary to my own reasomngs, as I know it to be
contrary to fact—but, without uncharitableness,
[ may beheve that it has set the tide more strongly
that way than it would itselt have flowed. ¥ can-
not otherwise cccount, for the party to which Ial-
lude, the party that has been most successful
altaining, and most assiduous in seeking office—
the high tory party—having so very generally
come within the embrace of the Church.

Lallude to this, otherwise unaccountable cir-
cumstance, for n reason! shall now state.

The country has just passed through a trying
crisis—one which was seen for years tobe approach-
ing by all who, unprejudicedly, were watching the
course of events. T'o them it was evident, thatan
unprincipled faction, taking advantage of some real
abuses and misgosernment,and caleulating to hood-
wink honest retformers, were sceking to rauise them-
selves to be masters of the colony, at the expense
of its separation frum the mother country,heedless
of all the mischic!, their success would entail on
Canada and Britain, and of ti:e immediate distress
and calamity by which it must be purchased.
When the decisive moment—the time of the last
general clection arrived, the intelligence and loyal-
ty of the country, rallied round the representative,
for the time being, of the majesty and unity of the
empire. A battle was clearly tobe fought,and
Canadians determined to send men to fight it
whom they kncw woulddo so unhesitatingly and
determinedly—government was to be suppoited.
To be known to be right, as to this essential part
of theinterests committed to hun, sccured the re-
turn of a candidate, though he might be suspected
to be wrong elsewhere. Tn short—and to speak
plainly—in the choice which was offerred, men so
bound to government by personal interests, that
the course they would take was sure, were prefer-
red to others, more estimable otherwise, but who
might luve wavered, deceived by specious preten-
ces, at a time when, to waver had been fatal, In
view of the great stake, all minor mterests were
postponed.

In this devotion of partial interest to the gener-
algood, in energy of action ut the eventful moment,
Scotsnen were not behind,  Their conduct with
regard to this very question is a convineing praof’

ﬁl;)'," e igamiind



THE CLAIMS AND PROCEREDINGS OF

of it. Nat without a pany, but yet, without hesi-
tation, we put, in this wmstunce, te peril, interests,
very dear to us ; beeause, so0 only, could the great
cause be uphell.  We gave our whole influence,
11 very many cases, in support of men, whose pre-
judices weknew to be opposed to the clrims which
our nationa) church was to lay betore them. In
support of these men, our very clergymen, unusual
sight ! were tobe scen at the hustings,  Thus
was Mr. Hagermanreturned, and thus were others
returned, whom [ could cnumerate.  ‘The result
was, what was wanted for the occasion, a lugh to-
ry house,

Why do T dwel' on detals T had rather not put
on paper ¥ Because the rehgivus opinions of the
majority of the mewmbers of this extraordinary house,
made for an extraordinary purpose, have been as-
sumed by Dr. Strachan as a fit cviterion of the re-
Ligious opinions of the Province ! IWein Cunada,
know very well, that they show only, what are gen-
erally the religious opimons of a high tory. But—
his statements cross the Atlantic, and there, some
may think it a phenomenon requiring explanation,
that 36, of a house of 62, should be of the church
of England. For their benefit, Mr, Editor, | have
thought your pages should contain that explana-
tion.

Tor all this withholding of rights, for all this
positive wrong, we have sought redress.  Our do-
mg so, has, by our opponents, been esteemed, a
crime, and they have attempted to hold us upto
public odwm, as unpriucipled and reckless dis-
turbers of public peace. 'T'o pass over what was
done and said ten years ago—to pass over Mr.
Hagerman’scelebrated harangue—the Archdeacon
of 'Loronto in his recent letters characterises oux
proceedings as * blind and selfish violence”—¢ a
pursuing of the church of England with unrelent.
ing fury”—¢an attack as senseless ast is wicked,
made without shadow of excuse”—¢ an attempt at
public robbery and spohation™ &c.—and contrasts
it with the ¢ peaceful loyalty,” as he terms it, of
his own church.

Now, before proceeding to enquire what cause
we may bave given for such terms being applied to
us, or to consider what really has been our conduct,
[ would remark, that, inany cxamination ofthe
course of action adopted by the two churclies, we
ought, in fairness, to take into account their differ-
ent constitutions, Qur constitution is cssentially
nopular, ‘I'lie constitution of the churchof Ing-
Jaud is as cesentially arbitrary. The form of go-
verumnent of each has its peculiar inconvemences
and advantages.

Like all popular bodics we are tardy m our
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movements, checked by the clash of opposryr
opinions, and noisy m our course. But, on the oth-
er haud, this very contest of opunons by bringing:
aut the right end the wrong, renders us less liable
to error, the pubhaty of our vroccedings opposes
our attampling or perpetrating injustice ; and,ina
just cause, the whole energics of the body being
roused, our strength is proportionally great. The
node of action we have taken has of coursc been
determined by this conslitution,  We have acted
asa people.  So acting, thoughts and feelings had
to be communicated, argued, adopte, urged; funds
to be collected ; representatives to be chozen and
invested with authority & their proceedings to be
communicated and animadverted on ; and the fur-
ther course of action to be determined.  This pro-
cedure has been termed “agitation,” a ¥ stirring
up of evil passions :"—we cannot help its being so
desiznated.  But we urgein defence : 1st.  That
whatis called agitation is natural toall populer go-
vermments, and yet popular governments are,
on the whole, reckoned most conducive to
happiness.  2dly. That we can only in fair-
ness be held accountable for the evii  henes
arising, if we have been the aggressors, and, that,
it it turn out we have been only warding olfag-
gressiom, the party committing the wrong must, in
justice, be held answerable for all the evil resulting
tfrom 1it.

Bet, agein, we may reply, adsisting that, like
every thing mundane, our formn of government,
with its advantages, has its ovils, before you can
hold this a reproach to us, you must prove that
vour own is preferable. Let us see how fur it
£eemS S0,

L. too is mingled good and ill. Asours1s popu-
lar, itis arbitrary. Like every suchrule, it is
prompt and quict in action : but it is sccret un~
controlled, despotic.  The advantages given toit
by ths fucshity for prompt and vigorous and untu-
multuous action, which its power being altogether
placed under the command of the lends of the es-
tablishment, confers on it, we can have no reason
to deny, for it has been very apparentto us. While
we were deliberating, or thinking it would be ne-
cessury Lo dehberate and act, the English church
was already 1n cnergetic action. ilence the dif-
ference of our relative standmgs inthe early histo-
ry of the colony. DBut, to balance the advantages
of thisvigour of enterprise and action, ithere are
the usual evils arising fromthe exercise of arbitra-
ry and secret power.

1st. The want of restraint and publicity attend-
ing it may be permitting the commission of
wrong, certainly exciting suspicion and jealousy,
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from the dread of ite commission.  This has evi-
dently and incvitably been the result of the excr-
cise of such power by the English church in Canada,
How, for instence has it been possible for us Pres-
byterians or for others, to divest ourselves of jeal-
ousy and suspicion as to its procedure. We know
that repeated missions have been sent to England,
We judge they have been important, for the most
cminent of the church have been employed in them,
and while we are kept in the dark as to their real
ohjects, and the methods those engaged in them
took to effect these, can we be blamed for suspect-
ing that they may have been inimical to ourin-
terests ? May we not entertain doubts as to the
fairness of the means used to promote theirs ? Can
we avoid exciting rumors, as to these things,
spreading among us ? And are not these evils, and
tho excitement of feeling (% evil passions”) produc-
ed by them, fairly attributable to the mode of ac-
tionits constitution m. ks out for the English
church, or permits it.

To expect that we should not be moved in
such circumstances were to expect an impossibili-
ty—to expect that we were greater or less than
men. The feelings that bave agitated vs are
natural. They can only be extinguished in one
way—show us that they are causeless. Let Dr,
Strachan, or let some one clse,lay open before
us what was the rcal purpose of these missions.
Tell us, for example, was the splendid vision ofan
Upper Canada Bishopric, glittering from afar, one
of those that prompted to these reiterated ex-
ertions ?=if 50, tell us then further, what were
the arguments, for the expediency of the mea-
sure, urged on the authorities athome ? what did
the zcal of the Ambassador cause to be laid be-
fore them concerning the numbers, and respec-
tability, and attachment to the British government,
of the different sects in Upper Canada l—what
concerning the wishes, and disposition, of the
population of the province? Truly show us, in
short, what has been the whole course of that
“quict loyalty’ you vaunt?  Whither did it itself
set 2—=Whither did it tendto carry Canada 2—Did
it bear us off from, or on towards, those rocks
from which we have just escaped shipwreck?—
Make the whole of your various cmbassies as
plain to us as Mr. Morris's is to you. Then
will we bear no undue impressions against you.
Till then, we will uphold the publicity of our do-
ings, to have been less dangerous to the peace
of the Canadas than the conccalment of yours.

The church of England has the advantage of
quict acquiescencein the body to the mandates of
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the leadcrs. To hear with it is to obey. But,
as this obedience does not necessarily proceed from
conviction, so it sccures not Learty support. The
dictates of the reason, or the feelings of the heart,
cannot be expected warmly to second measurcs
which they may never have cordially approved-—
to which they may have beendirectly opposed.

This is I believe the very position of that church
in Canada atthismoment, The nmssof itemem-
bers have qualms of doubt coming over them, as
to the propriety of the measures pursued by it—
these doubts restrain some from supporting its
proceedings, place othersin actual opposition to
them. It isnot a thing to excite wonder, if ma-
ny honorable men in that communion transfer the
charge “of selfish and blind violence,” from cur
church, to the heads of their own. [ think, there~
fore, that the praise for unanimity and energy;
which Dr. Strachan bestows on us—the rebuke
which he gives the members of his own church,
may be well explained without attributing anyex-
traordinary merit to the one side, or want of due
regard to the interests of their sect to the other.,
His church, as it has felt the advantages, is now
exposed to the inconveniencies of its peculiarcon-
stitution. While the character which our popular
form of government impresses onus—slow to be
moved to action, but vigorous when once roused,
is manifesting itself on this question both in the
Canadas, and in Britain, and will carry us triumph-
antly, over much greater obstacles, thin itis inthe
power of the Archdeacon of Toronto to raise
against us.

But to pass onward—whatever idea may be form-
ed of the character which th ; different constitution
of the churches, may have impressed on our res-
pective procecdings, it is very clear that, we, of the
church of Scotland, have had enough of causeto

excuse us for more excitement of feeling than we o4

have manifested.

Strongly, and deeply impressed, with a sense
of the justice and equity of our claims, these
claims have yet been practically denied us. At
home, indeed, and with those who might be sup-
posed best qualified to judge, snd who could
dispassionately judge, the reasonableness and
justice of all we have demanded have been rea-
dily acceded to, and we have been promised ad-
equate redress. But here in Canada, the case has
altered, our demands have been met with neglect.

bave been sometimes treated with contempt, and 23

we ourselves, because, forsooth, we dared tomake

them, have been occasionally exposed to a full out ;j
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pouring of official insults. We have ?akcd'fur
rensous ; and, in appousition to the fuith of treaties,
and the clearest principles of cquity, we have
been met, by what I camot otherwise designate,
than a verbal quibble, an argument of & sort that
it would seem ridiculous to bring furward in the
determination of any point of importance, . and
which, to urgein the debate of u great national
question, can only serve toprove the baseless foun-
dation of the clums that it is intended to support,
Though its fallacy has been often exposed, Dr.
Struchan brings it forward again, and again gives
Mr. Morris the trouble of refuting it. It runs
thus.

Becauge the Lnglish colonies were territorics be-
longing to Eugland, therefore British colonies are
territorics belonging to Eugland, theretore also do
they belong to the English church. Or, to s'ate
the arguinent more briefly, because the term coic-
nics is applicable to both English and British colo-
nies, therefore are they both the same, This ra-
tiocination savours somewhat of the school that
furnished proofs for any thing, that any one had
o mind for, Thus : “an ox has wings,” «Ilow!”’
¢ A bird has wings ; a bird is an anumal ; but an
ox is an animal, therefore &e.”

We refer to authority, supported by the unbiss-
sed vpinons of tiuse, who in Britam direct the
counsels of the wonarchy, and of the wnost emi-
nent jurists and politiclans—we are scrivusly told
to bow submussive to the authonty of Mr. Ilager-
man !

Unfortunately, in common with my countrymen,
my reason is unconvinced by the argument, [ per-
ceive not the overwhelming weight of the authon-
tv adduced. e seck {cr sumething beyvond, and
our eyes are met by the mysteries of” the colonial
overnment.  These I might not beuble, and 1
will not seek, to unvell ; but, through the curtain
which shadows them, the incessant inovements of
an Honorableand very Reverend personage, who
was for years the main spring of Canadian govern.
ment, and so conspicuously prominent, that he
stands out, as it were, visibly before us, the prime
agent in all timt has befallen us. Once or tuwice
tou—in the House of Commons, and in hiscele
brated ecclesiastical chart—lie was produced to
open day as our adversary, and under very peculiar
circumstances ; and, since those days, he has re-
peatedly come forward, our avowed opponent.
Our attention therefure has naturally fixed on Lim,
and Tam unwillingly abliged, Mr. Editor, to call
the notice of' all who read your pages, to the sin-
gular position in which he has stead before ug—it
1s necessary to our fu'l vindication from the clarg-

esthat have been broughtaganst us,
J
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Louking on De Strachan we recognise a coun-
trymian, vie eicdedsa Presbytesinn, one who
when years unghit have been supposed to have giv.
en lum matunty of judement, and afforded hin
tie to make up his opinwn, was so convinced of
the eacellence of our standard of faith and form
of worship, that he solicited to be appointed to
otie of the Scotels churches in the province—to be
set npart as an Apostle of Presbyterianism over
the Canndus,  This application having Leen un-
successfuly we know that he next professed a de-
sire to bemadea minisier of the church of Eng-
Lody and was, accordingly, appointed one of her
mis~wnaries in Canada, We have also full in view
all thiat hug fullen out of this change—high rank
~ati'nence of wealth—great political influence—
an inlluence, that made him, in effect, the Governor
of the Province fur many years.

Now, far be it from me to cnll in question the
purity of the wotives that have led to this cc rse,
fur from me &o grossly to defame his character as
a minister of the gospely as to hold, that when he
was a candidate for the ministry in the church of
Scotland, his zeal had been animated by other mo-
tives than an honest conviction of the excellency of
her doctrines and practice, and 4 fervent desire that
his whole energies might be devoted to making the
Canadian world as fully n partaker of these, as lay
within the compass of his power, Far be it from
me too—1 sliould be equally wrong~when next he
professed his desire to turn these energies to the
service of the church of England, to say that the
chunge had been wrought otherwise than by some
new light, breaking in onhis understanding, show-
ing the demerits as a church of the one—the su-~
perior excellence of the other. I should slander
the Canadian government along with him, were I
to trace his elevation to the councils directing it, to
other motives than a wish, on the one part, that
e voice of uprightness and charity uttered
through him, its proper organ, should temper their
dehberations; on the other, a reluctant complianco
to the calls of duty, dragging a faithful, but un-
willing servant, from spiritual to temporal con-
cerns.

Let all this be so.  Yet must itbe acknowledg-
ed thereis a thing termed censistency of conduct,
especially looked for and prized ina public char-
acter—still mustit be granted, that he, who pre-
sents himself' to the public, bearing before him the
blazon,ofnbandoning one partv and embracing an-
other, more especially if he come forward as the op-
ponent of the party deserted, presents himself be-
fore a severe judge, apt to regard the fact as, prima
fusicevidence agunat lum, and--if the abstract rea-
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sonings urged in defence of the truthfulness of the
change, be not very clear, while the gross material
considerations thatinay have overweighed are ap-
parent—sure to give summary judgment sgainst
hin. Now it has unfortunately happened for Dr.
Strachan, when thus brought before the bar of pub-
hc opinion, that the advantages he has derived

from his change of principles are as apparent toall
Canada, as he has made his hostility to the party
that was once his own ; while the nice theological
convictions, doubtless, as we have secen, the real
cfficient cause of the whole, have never been laid
before us,

On fairly considering the case then, I would ask,

if there be any thing surprising, in the feclings of

the budy of the Scutch church, having been more
moved, and in their having been excited to greater
accasional warmth of expression, than if they had
had another apponent ? or, if it be a wonderful
thing if individual inembers of our communion,
have occasionally applicd terms to the Vencra-
ble Arcirdeacon, which I will not repeat—if he
liave now and thien, for such things will be, fur-
nished subject for a declamation or a ballad, or
il there has been a clapping of hands at the ballad
and declamation. All this, 1 submit, is in the usual
course of human affairs,and ought not to be put
de'vn as especial malignity in members of the
church of Scotland ; or to have been expected to
fall out otherwise than it has done.

ButI willeven go astep farther, and will ask,
if, constituted as sucicty is, we would wish such
things to fell outotherwise. I would ask, iftherc
ere notindced men,whomakea stalking horseof what
they call their principles, ay ! even of their religious
principlestolead them divectly to thisworid’sgoods,
and I would demand how are we to keep these in
check ? how are weto prevent them from making
cvery principle be accounted a mockery—a gar-
ment to be put offor on at pleasure—but by the
jcar langiug over them of public opinion; the
warld's dread scorn or moredreaded laugh; aharsh,
a hasty, but, it mustbe confessed, a wholesome
ceusor. It can only indeed judge of the outward
zct, and not of ticinw ard sentiment, and, therefore,
1lere must sometitsos be victims ; individuals, like
the vencrable subjoct of these observations, erring
not atall, or culy crring from imprudence. Thcse
however 1aust be regrerded 8 hecessary sacrifices
to the public well being.

I williagly pass from s part of my subject the
seeessity of touching on which was imposed on
me by the task 1 have undertaken.  We believe
we had eadured wrongs—we strove to iave themn
1edressel. Thebost proof of the jistice of the coz-
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dition, and of the propricty of the course of action
adopted, is found in the rank we cluimed, and the
sights founded on it, having been formally admit-
ted by the highest authority in the Empire—by the
opinion of the legal advisers of the crown-—by the
concurrence of the committee of the house of Com-
wons in that opinion—and by the express mes-
sage of the Sovercign, placing us, in respect to
rank and right in Canada, on an equal footing with
theChurch of England*, We rested in confidence
on this message, knowing well the principle of
our monarchy, that the sovercign utters no idle
word, none that is not well weighed, and on whick
implicit reliance may not be placed. The right hav-
ing been acknowledged,we were contented to wait
patiently for the redress of the wrong, in the way
least inconvenient to the public interests. Thus
were we patiently waiting, when this ill-omened
matter of the Rectories, that has stirred up from
the bottom thebitter fountainsof zeligious jealousy
over Upper Canuda,was heedlessly and profligately
thrown among us to disturb the peace of the Pro.
vince, To take up the conuderation of this mea-
sure from the right point, we must recur to the act
of 1791 and the times in which it was enacted,
‘The period 1791 was the acme of the French re-
volution, Dritain, like the rest of Europe, was
agitatled by thepolitical convulsions of which France
was then the centre, and waslocking fearfully for-
ward to the cowing storm, that raged so long,
and beat so fiercely against her. In seasons such
as these, cvery thung not directly bearing on the
great absorbing questions aud feelings of the day,
isapt to be only cursorily glanced at, and hastily
decided on. At such scasons, we may well sup-
pose vur legislators did not give the possible ex-
izencies of a future province, the calm deliberation,
and careful investigationthey would havebestowed
on them in more tranquil times. Tt is only by con~-
sidering the natural effect of these circumstances
that we shall be able to reconcile with the acknow-
ledged abilities of the statesmen at the helm of
affairs, two provisions of the act ; the one for the
cstablishment of a body of hereditary nobility and
legislatars ; the other for that of a dominant church
—an cndowed clergy of the church of Eagland,
«holding all rights profits and emoluments of their
parsonages and rectoricy, as fuily and amply, and
in the same manncr,and on the same terms and con-
ditivns, und lizble to the performance of the same

o TUr autharity Tinean ie the meesage of tis Inte mnat geae
et Majeaty Ring Willian the )V, communieated ta the Pro.
vinedal Parlament, on the 23h Jan, 182, by s Excelleacy
Sie John Colborne, (0 ¢ hielt tan may reinember s Majeay
spuke of <ame chianges whick “may I carvied intn effect witk-
ot saer G e inet eloame uf the eailinged clineches
af Euziand apd S-mtland, The waste lands which have been
for e elremy o thoee venrcrable lodics
o snl el ae htthe o 1eided an w12t canet
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duties,as theincumbents of the parsanages or recto-
rics in England.” It may safely be asserted of both
these provisions that the things for which they
provide are so inconsistent with the ciccumstances
of society and incompatible with its spirit in these
regions that they never can exist.

Of the truth of this as concerns the latter
the experience of the very days to which I refer
nught have satisfied those who had time to inquire
into it, for itisin the records of history, that the
attempt of Great Dritain to cstablish a dominant
church—this very church—the church of England,
in her then North American colonies was one of
the chief predisposing causes to their being se-
vered from her Empire, and to the whole serics of
momentous events that have thence procecded.
Facts and principles crowd on me in proof of this
point, but I should enly tite out completely the pa-
tience of your readers, wereIto set about mar-
shalling them before them, to prove that, which I
do not believe any well informed and reflucting
man will think of denying.

Itis however important to bearin mind, that
these provisions were not positive, but ounly pro-
spective and contingent.  They established nothing,
they only determined how certain things might be
cstablished, at some indefinitely future time, if it
werethen judged fit so to do. They differed in
this from other provisions. Those for instance
apportiomng 2 part of the Canadianterritory to the
support of the protestant clergy. The things for
whichi these provided were immediately and neces-
sarily produced by the operation of the statute, for
it positively enacts that a seventh part of all lands
granted, be set a part for this purpose. Qnthe
contrary, with regard to the establishment of an
order of bereditary legislators aud dominant Eng-
lish clergy, the statute only empowers the sover-
cign himself o establish the one, when he may
deem it expedient, and, on such a contingency alsn,
to give being to the other,through the intervention
and concurrence of the Governor and legislative
council. We are therefore warrantedin supposing,
that though the English statesmanwho drew op our
constitutional act, m.y have had a strange vision
in his mental eye, of the Canada of some future
day, 50 resembling the England of that day, that
alordly nobility,and lordly church,would there find
a proper place ; yet heregarded it mercly as a pos-
sibility, and by no means as a certainty,.  And of
asurety, we should be doing Mr. Pitt and his col
leagues great injustice, worewe to suppase it their
intention, that, should there be no natural place for
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for them. To thispurpose,as concernsthe latter,the
opinion of the then under secretary to the colo-
nies, the Right Ilonorable R. W. Morton, given
tefore the comnmittee of the house of comnmons, in
answer to an important qustion there put to him,
18 very pertinent.  ‘The questionput was,  “From
the opportunites you have had of ascertaining the
feelings and opimons of the people of Canada on
the subject, should you not be disposed to say thet
the governmentand legislature of England should ba
very cautious of doing any thing which could give
rise to the slightest suspicion that there was any in-
tention of establishing a donunant church in that
country 7' The Right Honorable Gentleman after
staling, that in his opinion certain clauses of the
act make a provision for the support ahixe of the
clergy of the chureh of England and Scotland, out
of the income of the reserved lands, thus continues,
It appears to me quite conclusive, that there was
no intention of necessanly cstablishing the church
of England asa dominant church, inasmuch as
the 41st clause gives a power to the local legista-
tures, with the consent of the crown, to alter the
provisions of the act*

Were further proof wanted of that of
which the act itself is its own praper ovi-
dence it might be found in the silence of
the Scotchh members. At such a moment
when contention and peril were about the Hinpire
and when so much depended on Britans from south
to north feeling as a band of brothers, we may ex-
cuse them—or I shall say, we ought to commend
them—if, rather than distract the procedure of
government at such a crisis by entering on disqui-
sitions on nationalrights,a theme so exciting to na-
tional jealousies, they preferred that some clauses
in this bill should pass unqriestioned though con-
templating a possible inferiority of their national
church in a semote colony aud at a distant periad.
These they might thenin honar and with propriety
at such a moment leave for the determination of
the men of coming generations, It was sufficient
for them to get it admitted, as Mr. Dundas seems
to have done, that in the immediate proceeds of the
lands the Scotch were to share as well as the
English. The case had obviously been quite differ-
cut had the enactments been positively and im-
mediately productive of inequality.

It is the scheme of & dominant church—the pro-
pricty or practicability of which was cvidemly
problematical tothe statesmen of the last age wha
devised it, and which the statesmen of the present
age consideredimproper to be cven hinted at, which

* Report of the committee of the House of Com-

#uch noblesand clergy,one should forcibly be made

mens p. 31 and 312 and Mr. Marris reply page 23.
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haa just been carried into actual operation, No
wonder that the circumstance astonished the pro-
vinee—no wonder that it astonished the mass of
the members of the English church—those not in
the secret—no wonder that it not only astonished
but grieved the Scoteh church, We grieved, be-
canse we found ourselves at once embarked inu
contest the issue of which, though never for a mo-
ment doubtful to us, we yet saw could only heat.
tained through a struggle, likely to disturb the
peace and injure the prosperity of both churches,

The messure was wrong on various grounds.
First, in wanting that openness of procedure which
both from good faith and good policy should ever
in free states characterise the measures of the
Governor towards the governed. No aitempt
should ever be made to change the enndition of a
free peuple without their kuowledge ; for, it can-
not be done without their will,

We know for example that Dritain can legally
by the constitutional act at any time impose on us
a body of hereditary legislators. \Why do we rest
secure with this legal possibihty hanging over us?
We do so not oply because we believe she will
never make the attempt, but because we believe if
sheever thought it right to make it,we should bave
sotlie previous notice of her intentions aad oppor-
tunity to express our sentiments with regard to it.
Or, were it atany tunc her intention so to do—set-
ting aside the question of good faith—~—would it be
goad policy to give us the first warning of her
yurpose by the creatton ot a bateh of Dukes or
Counts of Toronto, [Tam:lton, Niagara &c ? Sure-
ly no,it would only embitter the inevitable cantest.

Now, had there been the least whisper about
this measure of giving a real establishment toa
doninant church, who daes not know that nine out
of tenof the population of Upper Canada would
have been ready to give their voices awainst it ?
RBut pot only was there no reason to expect such
a measure, but hada suspicion of such a scheme
being io agitation, crossed our minds, we must, on
reflection, have instantly dismissed it, for the faith
of the government was actually pledged against it
at various times by publicly expressed opinions of
members of the government.  On this part of the
subject Mr. Morris sfter quoting the opinion of
Mr. Horton given 2bove, continaes ¢

* Besides this, the sreceh of My Ilotton in the
Honse of Commons, on the Clerry Rescrve salehill,
wherein he sid the matter of apprapriation was suls
left open for fature consideration, led the public to
believe that there was ho intention_an the part of Gio.
vernment to currv the pravisdans of the actinto force:
and thic belief was a2 in myerially srengthenald by
the message to bath ionea of the Provines b Parlia.
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ment ¢t the 25th January, 1832, ¢ inviting the Legis.
ature to consader how the powersgiven to it by the
Condtituttonal Act, to vaiy or repeal this part of it
provistons ean be called mnto exercise most advantage.
usly for the spuitual and temporal interests of His
Majesty’s faithful subjects in thus Province.’-—~And
not only the message but the bill which was submitted
tothe Assembly by the Attorney Gencral immediate-
Iy atier, had the efivet of convincany all who read it
that no imemion conld existol furming and endowing
Rectories. One of the cliausesis as tollows, ¢ That
allthe lands heretotore appropriated within this Pro-
vince tor the support and maintenance of a Protestant
cleray, now remaining unsold, shall be and they are
heieby declared twbe vested in His Majesty,” His
Hews and Successors, asot his and thar estate, ab-
solutcly discharged trom all trusts tor the benefitof a
Prote-iant Clergy, and of and from all and every the
clainus and demands of such clergv, upon or inre-
spect of thesame.” By Lord Godencl's despatch of
the 8:h Nuv. 1833 the same understanding s kept up,
tor his Lordship remarks that ¢ His Majesty has
studiously abstained trom the exercise of his undoubt-
ed prerogative, of (uunding and endowing Literary or
Religious Corporativns, until he should obtain’the
advice of the Representatives of the people for his
guidance in that respect,”

The proceedings of the Legislative Council during
the <ession of 1#49, which terminated in an Addres
to the King, tended likewise to a confident under-
standing on the part of the publie, that the Executive
Governmeni would not mterfere with the Reserves,
for in that address, which jtis morethan probable you
approved of, isihe following language:—* and we *
think it is for many reasons much io be desired, that 2 °
speedy and finil decision should take place of the :
quesiions which have misen upon the offect of the |
statute referred 1o, and that it should be plainly, cer-
winly, and firmly estebhishied, to what specific objects
the Clergy Rescrves saall be permanently applied -
confiding ficely inthe wisdom and jusvtice of Your ¢
Mayeuty and of Parliament, we carnestly hope, thar \
withas little delay as the subject may admitof such an 3
cnaciment may be passed as shall not leave any room «
tor doubt or question in regard 1o the objects to which
(hc’ procevds of the clergy Reserves are to beapph- 3
cd. o

Well may he in continuation subjoin =

“ Now, after all these proceedings, onght ittobe
cause of ollence to you, or auy vther persun, that the
public should feel nat only disappoinied but indignan:
thatthe seittements of the question respecting the Re- 2
serves should have been interfered with by the Exece:
tive Council brivre the lperial or Colonia) Legisle g
tures had disposed of i1, #nd without recent posutive
instructions to that ctiect 7 3

The Scotch church surcly had double reason ta §

. . - . a2
feel indignant.  We had claimed redress from I3
wrongs put on us through the instrumentality of 3
the Bpiscopal church. Redress had been promise! &
us. Tomake theassurance of it complete the Sove-
reign’s voice had been uttered in attestation as it
were of its certainty. Could we believe shat while
we rested in Joyal confidence on his words,while re-
calling these to our minds we were striving to for-
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these very words were in offect lulling us into s &3
false security, until measures secretly proceeding. &8
were perferted that would place us in eflectus!
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subjugation to the church from whose preceding
usurpations over us we were looking for escape.

No worder that wefeltthat foul wrong had some
how been put onus. No wonder that we rose in
one bady—~we had been unworthy of enjoying the
rights of men lad wenow sat still. We did nise—
and we rus¢ to bestir oursclves. I need not
dwell on details with vou,Mr. Editor,and your rea-
ders,—Dirst the blustering and then the quailing—
of the English church, 1 was going to say but I
were doing it wrong so to speak of a party,a small
party in it. Mr. Hagerman’s insolence and our
magnaninity —our deputation of Mr. Morns and
the authority to abolish the rectories, the Arch-
deacon’s letters and Mr. Morris's reply of right
claim some attention.

The Archdeacon's letters may I think be char-
acterised as irritating but powerless. They are
the former for they are made up of irritating in-
gredients. DBad names, bad motives applied to his
adversaries, in support of his own causc,—facts,
that turn out to be no facts, rcasonings that recur
to those who have attended throughout to the
controversy, as the ghosts of arguments, long
since done to deall.

Of the bad names, I have given some, and will
not repeat them—of bad motives, the worst of
motives, his pageis full. I tahe upa number of
the church at random; page 111, comes to my eyc,
“ no gssistance avails any thing unless it be at our
expense,” “the robbery and spoilation of our
church,” #to trample it in the dust.”” I have gone
over half a column and stop in charity,—worse
would mectme if I went on. For facts disprov-
<d the reader must deliberately compare his asser-
tions and Mr. Morris’s proofs—then—if Le has not
done so before,he will hold up hishandsin astonish-
ment. As for arguments—I woula ask any one,
who las attended to the subject, if asingle clear-
er view of the controversy, or ane new principle
to guide him through it, has rewarded his perusa)
of those singular cpistles,

1 need not tell the readers of the Christian Ex-
aminer how well the task that devoived on Mr.
Marris has been discharged. They have read the
“Reply” with the attention it deserves, They
have marked with what clearness the arguments of
the Archdeacon are refuted, with what force his
assertions arc met and horne down by the weight
of fact : How thoroughly, throughout, a plam:
tale distinctly told has scrved to put hum down.
Nor I think can it have escaped them, how well o
peculiar difficulty that met Mr. Morns has beer
overcome. The uncontrolable zeal of the venera-
ble dignitary,and honorable colleague, with whom

TUHE PRESAYTERIANS VINDICATFED, 7

it fell to the lot of our delegate to contend, had
carried him, as we have scen, through all bounds,
even through the decencies, that the laws of con-
troversial writing itsclf have imposed, which, how-
ever straitened an advereary may be for weapons,
forbid the wauton use of a large portion of the ex~
pictives that on this occasion crowd the columns
of « Tug Cuvra,”  Whoever has tried it will
achnowledge the difficulty of picking out from an
untangible envelope of this sort the amount of
seeming argumentation that lies within, without
being fevered by the act, This is what Mr. Mor-
ris hus succeeded in doing. Without the least of
irritability evinced he proceeds on steadily, turning
a~ide every thing of the sort as extraneous to the
main points at issue, and not easy rightly to be
handled in the relative situation of the parties, and
brings back the question to the test of undeniable
facts, and plain deduction. The publication of
thic letters has at lcast had one happy effect. We
can without hesitation refer any one who would
judge of the mcrits of the controversy, eventhe
most prejudiced church  of England man, to them
and to the Reply without any fear of the conclusion
to which he will come.

And in what a situation is his opponent thus
[laced.  Howcan Dr, Strachan lie down in peace
under the consciousness of having wrongfully at-
tempted to fasten on our delegate terms the most
disgraceful—under the consciousness that he las
been proved to have solemnly given as weighty
truths what are the reverse,and with the conviction
that these procecdings are under the deliberate
scrutiny of honorable men on both sides the At-
lantic.

] skould abuse your peges were Ito fill them
with matter which has already engaged the atten-
tion of your readers. I will therefore only ven-
ture to bring beforcthem one or two of the points
treated of in Mr. Morris’s reply, thathave not im-
mediate connection with the course of my argu-
ment. I have said that every man in Canada,un-
less those in the immediate seerct, was astounded
at the establishinent of the Rectories.  So it ap-
pears was the Home Government. With regard to
the measure Lord Glenelg thus addresses Sir F.
B. Head :

“ Youare aware that yonr despaich of the T7th De-
cember, 1536, contained the fist official intimation
winch ever reached me of the Rectories having been
rither established or endowed.  The fact had been as-
~ericd in Parlimnent, but 1 was not onlf’ officially un-
mfurined, but really sanorant that it had occurred.”
“I say he might well express lus surprise at the report
which reached the govarnment, aware ashe was, that

no autharity to his knowledge had been forwarded to
Cunada for thatpurpose ; and liule dreaming that a
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matter of so much importance could enzage the at-

tention of the Cotonial Counceil without hisdirect and

special sanction,”

Whence then proceeded the authority 7 Qu
this head Mr. Morris puts the fullowing searching
queries,

vist, 1f the instructions sent ovt in I1S me in force
still, and youhave siid so, how did 12 happen that {resh
ones were necessary inthe reign of George the 4,
i, e. in the vear 1825, for the act does not xpeak ot a
“* doublesct 7’

2d. If1 am right in my conjecture, that the instruc-
tions received in 1818, dunug the reizn of His Ma-
Josty Geo. 3d, lost thewr power and authority atlns
death, and made it necessary to send a fresh * <ot in
the next reign, in 1825, would not they alsu become
powerless in 1830, when Geurge the Fourth died

3. If either or both were in force, as yon trivunph-
antly declare, tellme why it was that the Excenuve
Council established and endowed the 57 Rectories
without the aid of these old documents,

4th. If the Rectories were not established without
the authority of the instructions sentout in the years
1818 and 1823, how 151t that the Order in Council ¢t
the I5th January, 1636, makes no mention of them,
‘but rests solely on the paper from Lord Ripon, which
you callan admonition, for justification of the pre-
ceeding ?

Sith. And lastly, if that * admonition’ was ample
authority Jor what the council did, please infurinine
why it is now neceasary to revert to the old instrae-
tions 17

We have looked in vain and so shall look for
any thing like a satisfactory answer to these in-
terrogatories.  The v nle burden of the absurd
attempt clearly lies : majority of the Execu-
tive Council.

In conclusion, I am fully convinced thatthe
Rectories must go down, Why should they stand ?
—Are they to be upheld as a part of a dominant
church 7—a forcrunner of an actual division of
Canada into parishes ~a raising up unto rule over
it, Rectors, Archdeacons and Bishops ? and a por-
tioning out among them of a seventh part of its
territory —Surcly no one is so utterly bereft of
Jjudgment as to maintain this! What remains 7 If
not in right of belonging toa dominant church by
what right can they be held 7 Assuredly not as
a portionof thelands allutted to the simple sup-
port of Protestantism. The apportionment of the
lJandsin the manner that might be conceived most
expedient for that purpose was, at the very time
these were crected given over to the provincial le-
gislature and could not thereforc be interfered with
by others. To make the matter plain, supnose
that the hypothetical but otherwise exactly parallel
case of an actual attempt to establish a house of
Lords among us had taken place.  Those making
it would of coursc soon have found out thatthey
had been guilty of a folly, and would have drawn
back as fast as possible. But suppose that in the
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first fervour of their zeal they had endowed the
presumed hereditary wisdom of Canada with o
portion of the Crown Rescrves, The question
would arise if such an endowment would be valid.
On the simple grounds of right it is plain it would
not ; for if the office of hereditary legislator be
void,then must the perquisites of the office be void
too. But, to draw the parallel closer, suppose that,
at the time we speak of, the disposal of the lands
thus deeded away to an infant nobility, had been
placed m the hands of commissioners for the pur-
pose of apportioning them among other claimants
—among some, we shall say claiming them for pur-
poses of internal improvement, others for those
of education, and, farther, that those pretending
to give them to the titled personages they attempt-
ed to create, had received no valid authority so o
bestow them. Must not the grantand the title in
this case be done away with ? would it, in sucha
case, avail any thing to urge in favor of the Lord-
ships, Why scek to annul them, they do no
harm? We don't want to make a Canadian like an
English Liord, a real ruler. It is we assure youa
name, and nothing but a name.” Weshonld an-
swer-—*¢ If it be sc—=if he is to liave none of the
dutics and responsibilities—why bestow on him the
territorial rights.,” That is not a vor el prelerea
nikil, that has force to carry off thousands of our
choicest acres, Practise not on us a sort of leger-
demair which we wall not tolerate.”

In like manner we ask, sre the Rectors real
Rectors, real rulers of parishes—do they really
hold all rights profits and emoluments, thereunto
belonging, as fully and amply, and on the same
terms and conditions, and lauble to the per-
formance of the same duties, as the incumbent of
a parsonage or Rectory in England !—If you con-
tend for this we shall know how to meet you.
Butitissaid. “Ohno! We claim no rights of
the sort, we say not that other duties fall toour
share than those discharged by other christian mi-
nisters around.”  How then, we further ask,
if you are not real Rectors, do you conceive
voursclves entitled to hold the emoluments of
Rectors ? Someone, echoing perchancewhat the
Archdeacon says,pretends toholdita pithy question,
& What signify 27,000 acres in Canada ?” Not
much we reply as to the loss sustained, but ve-
ry much us to the mode in which it is sustsined. It
is not the actual amount of wrong inflicted, but the
infliction of wrong, that should stir a freeman.

principles for which their sires contending eancbled
themselves end their posterity.

There is no reason why the Rectories should

When Britons forget this truth, they forget the o
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stand ; and how can they stand? They arein!groundless. That having thepower of the stronger

opposition to national righta and treaties and to the
good faith of the Brtish Goverement, Lvery one
sces that they are unjust, the highest legal au-
thoritics in the empire declare them to be illegal.
They have neither the support of the British go-
verament, of the Canadian community, nor I verily
believe of any but asmall fractional party of the
church of England in Cunada, They must go
down,

But while T thus speak I may also declare what
arc the real sentiments of my heart. Widely may
the church of England spread herself’ and long
may she flourish in Capada. Ihave not space to
tell, nor were it fit for me here to tell, all Itruly
think and feel on this matter. But thuis [ may say,
as one of the great lights of the chnstian world
she will ever claim the reverence of all true Pro-
testants, and it is a heavy gricvance to such to be
ubliged by the reckless ambition of any party to
range themselves, in defence of their own just
rights, among her opponents.

May the church of Scotland flourish too. Let
no preposterous jealousies injurious to Scotland,
disgraceful to England,curtail her just proportions.
The days hove changed from what once they were.
There were days when we Scotchmensought noth-
ing of Englishmen, Proud of our individual na-
tionality and of the triumphs that had purchased it
we courted not the mingling of nations that has
had place—we were courted toit. You of England
made the advance. When you did so did you not
come forward as to equals ? did you not hold out
the hand as ifto receive a brother ?  Rich neither
in wealth or numbers,we paused at the proffer. We
pondered on the dangers of banding outselves with
so powerful a confederate. At length we grasped
theextended hand. ow true we have been to
the pledge, the worldthat saw it given and accept-
cd is our withess in its remotest bounds. Hasit
not seen us with you in the hour of danger ?
Rolls ocean in any limits where he has not heard
our shout of triumph mingling with yours borne
over his waves ? Is there a quarter of the globe
that has not scen us pressing on with you to vic-
tory over many a bloody field? Iave we not
marched with you over the world, with cqual step
to triutnphs of a helier kind making barbarism and
ignorance retive diffusing science andart? Have
we not worthily aided you in acquiring the sway
that English literature holds over the realm of
mind 7 Surely you cannot,now after we have held
such a glorious career along with you, stand forth
and declare that the apprehensivnspressing on us
when first you prepesed the union,were indeed not

you will abuse it. That you willnot allow us to
bebrothers but degrade us to the rank of depen-
dants. ‘That if there be a region in the vast pos-
sessions of the Empire where it may be we flourish
more vigorously than you, you must regard our
advance with jealousy. ‘I'hut there not only shall
the support you give your own sons be withheld
{rom us, but weshall be harassed with disabilitics,
a badge of inferiorty publicly fixed on us, the
paid advocates of government,encouraged to heap
abusc and insult on us in the Legislative Assem-
blics, and held by so doing to render the govern-
ment good service. Least of all will you make our
religion,a thing hallowed to all men—especially so
to Scotsmen—the medivm though which you so
sorely try us. Say not that because it is the re-
ligionof Scotstmen it is not a British religion.

Neverwill I believe Mr. Editor that we can bo
permanently thus degraded. Assoon would I be-
lieve that the firm carthon which we trcad isa
deception as that we may not securcly rest on
English honor and justice.

Iam sin,
Your very obedient humble servant,
JOHN RAE.

Lerrer 1. O~ Dr. STRACHAN'S DOCTRINE OF THR
AUTUORITATIVE INTERPRETATION OF THE ScRip-
TURES”

Mr. EpiTon,

You have in your January number
ably vindicated the Presbyterian church of Canada
and her ministers from the calumnies of the Honor-
able and Venerable Archdeacon Strachan ; and, you
have rebuked that dignitary <harply, but, as most of
your readers will think not undeservedly. Had you
explicitly noticed the heresies contained in the ad-
dress to the clergy of the Archdeaconry of York,to
which you make a general allusion, even though you
had not commented on them, your correspondent
might have deemed the present protest in behalf of
the wruth nncalled for. But, he sees advanced in that
address, 2t least onc crroncons doctring, and that of
a nature so malignant, that he feels himself called on
to expose it.  Aund he will at the same time animad-
verton a wrong inflicted in the same address on the
wemory of one of the illustrions dead.

It i< bolieved indecd, that the mischief which might
result from errors and calumnies promulgated by Dr.
Strachan, will be greatly gqualified by the estimate of
his ceclesiastical charactes which is generally forine
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ed in ourprovincial community. Yet, when hecomes
forth as the representative ol his diveesan, and in an
address to his clergy finst spoken from the pulpit, and
afterwards printed by him in newspapers and pam-
phlets, vilifies other ministers and sets forth erruncous
doctrine—a protest in behalf of injured truth and
charity seems to be catled for,and the rather when the
silence of those to whom the address was mnade might
be construcd into an approbation of all that it con-
tained.

The Archdeacon states, ina few parazraphs, the
importance * to the true intcrests of retigion of hav-
ing a well educated clergy;” and had he shewn the
necessity even of high scholarship in the clergy in
order to their interpreting and cxpounding the re-
cords of revelation, and to their understanding and
llustrating the evidences of christianity and the his-
tory of the church, we might have had no controver-
sy with him. Bat, when he intimatcs as he has ex-
plicitly done, that, learning is necessary, to the under-
standing of the authoritative interpretation of the
Seriptures, p-ovided by Qur Lord and his disciples,
we must tell himthat he is misrepresenting the legiti-
mate end of learaing, and setting forth an error
which has at least been a cover fur the introduction,
if it has not been the proper parent, of the grossest
corruptions that have deformed christianity.

We quote the paragraph of the address inwhich
this crror is contained .—

“Had the seriptures been left entirely to them-
sclves, without any authoritative interpretation, we
may see, from the conduct of the various seets around
us, who all claim even for the mo:t wild and opposite
opinions the support of Scripture, that tic true doc-
trine never coula{, kave been discovered.

Ncw this dangerous confusion was most carefully
guarded against by our Lord and his disciples. Qur
Saviour selected the Aposiles 1o be always with him,
and afterwards the Seventy.—To these men he grave
authority to preach, and ‘he provided the means of
their perpetuation as a separate class, The first of
this class heard the doctrine of the gospel from the
meuth of the Apostles, and were carefully instructed
how to teach the same to others. They were su
plied withthe forms of sound words in the most ample
manner, and the writings composed by the Aposties
and their immediate disciples are still extant.

Polycarp was instructed by the Aposiles and was
in the society of many wha had scen” the Lurd .—he
taught the form of sonnd words handed down by St
John, and which our church, at this day, teaches in
alltheir purity, and he sealed them with ns blood, as
an illustrious and glorious Martiyr.  From the earli-
est period, including the Apostulic age, Creeds, Arti-
cles, and Canons were adopted in the teaching of the
Church, in order to secure her members against par-
ticular errors, and render them famuliar with the true
Faith. And, in the present age, how are clergymen,
unless competently lzarned, to become acquinnted with
the kncwledge of the state and succession of the due-
trine of the church, and to contend for the faith once
delivered to the Saints 1"

These words scem plainly to teach that there issnil
aclass of ministers in the church of the same autho-
rity with the Apastles, being like them commissioned

depositaries of the truth,  Such, according to the
Archdeacon are prelaucal Bishops: and ol course,
the prelaies of our day stand to the Aposties James
ur Peter or Paul as Zechariah or Malachi do to
Samitel or Moses. We do wish that the address had
been sumewhat more expliet touching *¢ the authori-
tative interpretation” of the Seriptures—as to the
signs by which the possession of this gift is demon-
strated to others; for itis not surely expecting too
much, that he who cliims the authority of an Apos-
tle, should perform also * the signs of an Apostle.’—
as to the harmony  found to exist amongst all these
to whom this gilt is assigned ; for nather can itbe
imagined, that the authoritative interpreters of the
Scriptures should confhet with each other in their
interpretatiuns—as to the extent, to which their com-
mission reaches ; whether it is given to them to clear
up ail the vbscurities that are found in the Bihle, to
limit any of its statements or supplement any of its
supposed deficiencies.  On all these poiuts, the Arch-
deacon’s charge to his clergy is silent.—His doctrine
is wholly unprotestant. It may have been a tenet of
the old Scottish non-jurors, from whom we believe the
Archdeacon claims a descent through one of his pa-
rents, and to whomn he eertainly bears vther aflinitics,
but it is repudiated by the Lest expounders of the arii-
cles of the church of England. Indeed, when we
read hi+ remark concerning the evils resulting from
the private interpretativn of the Scriptaies, we cannot
help thinking that it must be from accidental circum-
stances mainly that he has not passed over o the re-
putedly infallible church, as her traditions and apos-
tolical constitutions, are about as well warranted as
the authuritative interpretation of the Scriptures
which he claims for the prelatical order.

No one ever sought to add to revelation, who had
not sume sinister end in view, Aud, all interpreters
of the divine uracles who make then plainer, or more
full and explicit than they really are, do vartually add
to revelation ; and, whether they kuow it or aot, are
under some depraved bias.  What, we feel disposed
to ask Dr. Strachun, is gained to christianity, by the
authoritative interpretation of the Scriptures, which
he assigns to a centain class of ministers 1—Iave the
comments of fathers, or of prelates ancient ormodern,
given any greater clearness or certainty to these {un.
damental doctrines of the Seriptures, the fall and cor-
ruption,of man, the divinity of Christ, the justifica-
tion of the sinner thouszh fuith in the righteousness oi

Christ, and sanctification through his Spirit =T 53

we prestune will not b mamtamed : for it is well
kuown, that the whole scheme of revealed trath s
sadly distorted by the fathers who lived only a few
centuries afler the Apostles. The cardinal doctnine

ol jusiification by faidh, is taught with unspeakubly &3

arealer plainness and copiousnicas, not to say authon.

ty, in the letters of Paul contained in the New Tes- 5§
tament, than in all the writings of St. Polycarp, o 3

St. Barnabas, ot St. Chrysosiom.  Alas, alas, forthe

chiech of Gud, if mimsiers hadto form their juds-

ments respeciing the mind of the Holy Spivst speak
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ON DR. STRACHAX'S DOCTRINR OF ¢ THE AUTHORITATIVRE INTTRIPRRTATION OF THR SCRIPTURES,"”

ing through Paul, or James, or John, by such writers
asthese. But, ““an authoritative interpretation” is
sought for, to uphold, not the doetrines ofthe Trinity
or atonement—of each of these. and every kindred
truth, we may say,

Non tali auxilio eget—

. tit, the doctrine of dincesan Episcopacy. This we

believe is the amount of the ohligation which the
church owes to the anthoritative interpretation of the
Scriptures. And concede to the Archdeacon his
moderate postulate, thatsuch a gift is vested in a cer-
tain orderof christian ministers, and,itwillbein vain
to deny that prelacy is not the only proper and apos-
tolical regimen of the church of God. Grant him
his postulate, and, we believe, that he would soon ac-
complish that which Archbishop Laud in his day at-
tempted to effect, and, which some Episcopal writers
in our own day scem to be aiming at,—a reconciliation
of the church of England to the church of Rome. »
But we deny him the clumsy substitute for tradition,
with which he would invest the prelates of his own
church, as being alike coutrary to the judgment of the
bestof her ministers, and the letter and spirit of the
word of God. If he will plead foran ecclesiastical
hierarchy such asthat which exists in England; et
him, like many candid and good men of that com-
munion, fetch his arguments for it, from expedieney,
or tradition if he will; but let him not, in order to
make the Bible speak in its favour, introduce a prin-
ciple of interpretation, which has already in many
instances, anthenticated as divine, the wildest inven.
tions of superstition and imposture, and spread dark-
aess and uncertainty over the whole of revelation.

We confess that we have access to a few only of
the writingsof the English Reformers ; but from such
of their writings as are before us we offer a few quo-
tations which speak on the subject of these remarks
in a very ditferent strain from that of the Honorable

: E and Vencrable Archdeacon Strachan,

The Homilies thus speak of the Scriptures:—* let
us diligently scarch for the well of life in the books of

* Itmay be necessary ta waform some of your readers that
there are in Eingland at t is dny not a few wnters of the High
Chuecli party, whao nee iaharing vigorausly not ta advance the
refonination of the chureh, which Cranmer and lus colleacnes
had desired to docven hevond the standard to which they
heought it, hut to bring the reformation hack many degrecs the
arknuwlederd effect of which would be to asanulatn the
<church of England to a great extent to ** her Latin sister,” ae
these gentiemen call the church of Rome, bath in Dactrine ahd
inritual,  « Tradition® say they *ietn fix the interpretation
of Scrrpture and even to cateect and lumat ite declarntiona ™
How fraught with instruction as the account which James 1§
when Quke of Yark gave ta Bichap Burnet,af his canversian
to Popery.  He sanl that the teason of hee beronng & Papist
was, that he heard sowch frem the English divines, ** of the
autharity of the chureh, and of the tradition from the Apasiics,
n support of Epscopacy,” that he consulercd other traditions
mizht be taken on the word af the Cathalic chiurch g« well ax
Emscopacy on the word of the Enzhish, and lic therefare
thought itreasonabic 1o zn mer wWwthe church of Nene
Having adverted to thoe who may te jecarded as Dr. Surach.
an’s fellow.lahorers in the church of Ungland. it is due ta
truth to adid that, thase who are nnst astive {n cIpresuney
the unseripturainess and the poapish tenden y of thewe watin, s
e munisters of that church,
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the Old and New Testament, and not in the stinking
puddles of men’s traditions, devised by men'’s imagi-
nation, for our justificativn and salvation, for in Holy
Scripture is fully contained what we ought to do, and
what to eschew.”

Bishop Jewell, 1n his Treatise of the Holy Scrip-
tures thus writes :—~*But what say we of the fathers,
Augustine, Ambrose, Jerome, Chrysostom, &c.
What shail we think of them, or what account may
we make of them? They are interpreters of the
word uf Gud ; they were learned wen, and learned
lathers; the instruments of the mercy of God and
vessels full of grace. We despise them noi, we read
them, we reverence them, and give thanks unto God
forthem. They were witnesses unto the truth, they
were worthy pifars and ornaments in the church of
Gul. Yet, may they not be compared with the word
of God. We nay not buld upon them the founda-
tion and warrant of our conscicnce ; we may not put
ourtrast in them. Qur trust is inthe name of the
Lord.”"—Here et it be remarked, nothing {s said ot
infallible witnesses or authoritative interpreters, for
the Bishup presently adds:—*Cyprian was a do~or
of the church, yet he was decesved. Jerome was a
ductor of the church, yet he wasdeceived. Augus-
tine, he wrote a buok of retractations ; he acknow-
ledged that he was deccived. God did therefors
give to his church many ductors, and many learned
men, who all should secarch the truth, and one te-
furm anuther wherein they thought him deceived.”

Bishop Hooper would doubtless be ranked a-
mongst “ authoritative interpreters” by our Archdea-
con ; but, we cannot douby, that the soul of the good
man would have recoiled at the dishonour done tothe
Holy Scripwares and the Spirit by whom they were
inspired, in the honor intended for his order. We
clwe these remarks with a quotation from a Treatise
of his * on the anthority of tite word of God:"—

t Seeing the church isbound unto this infallible
truth, the only word of God, it is a false and usurped
authority that men attribute unto the clergy, and
bind the word of God, and Christ's church to the
succession of Bishops, or any colleze of cardinals,
schools, ministries or cathedral churches.

“ Paul would have no man to give faith to any per-
son or minister in the church of God, but when he
preaches the word of God truly. Men may
have the gift of God to understand and interpret the
Scripture unto oihers, but, they never have anthority
to interpret it, otherwise than it interprets itself ;
which the godly mind of manbdy study, meditation,
and comparinyg one place with the other may find ,
howbeit soae more, sume Jess, as God giveshis grace,
IFor the punishmeut of our sins God leaves in all men
great imperfection, and such as were endued with ex-
cellent wit and learsing saw not always the tru.h.
Asatistobe seen ia Basthn., Ambrose, Epipnamus,
Augustine, Bernard, and oihiers, though they stiayed
themsetves in the knowled ze of Chris, and erred nt
many poineipal atiele ot the @t Yoy theydid
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inordinately and morethan enough cxto! the ductrine
and tradition of men, and after the death of the Apos-
tles every doctor’s tinie was subject unto such ceremo-
ny and nan's deerees, as were neither profitable nor
necessary.”t

The excellency and pertineney of these quotations
will, it is hoped, be an excuse with your readers for
their length,

1intend inanother letter toadd a few remarks on
another topic touched on, in the Archdeacon of York's
address to his clergy.

Meanwhile
1 remain,
Yours &c.

T. T. PRESBYTER.

March, 14th 1838.

Onx Dr. StTracuan's IxvecTives
AGAINST Carvin,

LerrEer II.

Mg. EoniTor,

The strictures which have been made
in your Journal on the Address of the Archdeacon of
York to his clergy, may teach that dignitary to he
more cautious in future about neddling with the
church of Scotland and her ministers.  'We hope oo
that he will study to be more guarded in his theolo-
gical statements, at least when he sends furth his ser-
mons or charges to the world, as in a former letter we
have shuwn that onthe all important subiect, the in-
terpretation of the records of revelation, his views ave
much more popish than protestant.

It may be supposed that, the Archdcacon penned
his invectives aginst the ministers of the church of
Scotland under the influence of passion ; but, this
plea, even ifit conld afford an apology for him, can-
not be urged in mitigation of his virulence againstthe
name and character of the illustrious Calvin : for,
we find in a publication of Dr. Strachan’s now six
years old, thesame inalignant sentiment which we
would now expose.  In the Addressto the clergy, we
have the following sentence :

“ This church is Episcopally constituted ; a form of
government which prevailed without interruption,
for more than fifteen centurics. From this form of
church Government, which is of divine origin, Cal-
vin jn the pride of his heart, departed, and from this
wicked error have arisen most of the divisions which
affect the Frotestant part of the christian world.”

This istut the cant of 2 party, who we had fondly

—

t Itis fonnd in Strype’s Life of Whitgift, Appen-

ON DR, STRACHAN'S INVECTIVES AGAINST CALVIN

hoped, until welicard of the Oxford divines referred
tu 1 uur Jast letter, were alutost exunet.

tion, and then overturn it.” *

Strachan about the external constitution of the church,
sinee, we are not atone with him on a subject, even

just say, however, that while we have no sympathy
with the views of Dr. Strachan, but, rather regard
them as denunciatory of our own church, and of ty

specet the sentiments of those, who appeal to the same
ultimate standard with ourselves—the word of God,
and think they find there something more than a paro-
chial or congregational Epizcopacy as the proper po-
hty of the church.

‘The lcarning and genius of Calvin of which so
many precious memcrials endure have drawn the
admiration even of jnfidels : and who that candidly
estimates the instrumeuntality of men in advancing
the cause of divine truth in the world, will hesitate wo
rank Calvin in the very highest class of uninspired
men? But, Calvin advocated a parochial not a dioce-
san Episcopacy, both from the Scriptures and the
usage of the earliest and purest antiquity,and, on this
account, ambijtious and sccular minded churchmen
have been more ready to forgive any other heresy
than that which they conncet with his name. Not
indecd that the oflfence which has been taken at Cal-

government which he taught; it hasin many in.
stances originated in hostility to his views of the pe-
culiar doctrines of the guspel.  And, that in this case

+ See page 21 of the letter. In it Dr. Strachan

the same view of the offices of Bishop, Presbyter and
Deacon, with the church of Englang. Bishop Ho-
bart 109, had been quite according to Dr. Strachan's
own heart iu his uncompromising opposition to Bible
Societics, and other religious sucicties similarly con-
stituted.  Yet Dr. Strachan had the modesty to in-
seribe this letter 10 Dr, Chalmers '—a man with whom
we arc persuaded the Archdeacon has but few sym-
pathies, and who, according to the theory of exclusive
prelatical urdination isa mere intruder intothe chris-

Upper Canada College be it said that in a reply to the
Archdeacon’sletter he repudiated in behalf ‘of the

tolerant views of Bishop Hobart and his eulegist, re-
specting other churches, and vind:cated himself and

dix page 186 lhough 1 yuote it at second hand from
l'np.:ui_\"ls* Life of Zancby,see Toplady’s works ol
wopage Is

The same
sentiment i Dr. Suachan's letter “ oN Tue LIFE aND
onraten oF Thg Rueur Revenexo Dnr. Hosarr
Bistior or Ngw Youk, Nontit AMenca” runs thus—

* This obligation (to have a distirct order of Bish.
ops, Priests, and Deacons,) was universally acknow-
ledged and acted upon by the chureh, from the daysof
St. Paul, till the pride of Calvin, raising him in his
own conceitabose the Apostles, tempted him to ques.

Wehaveno wishto enter intoa controversy with Dr.

more important than this ,—** The rule of faith.” Dr.
Strachan makes this to be the B.ble interpreted by the
church, we hold it to be the Bible itself. We may

principal churches of the reformation ; we can re-

vin has heen always founded on the views ot church .

culogises the intolerant views of Bishop Hoban .
whi:h go to unchurceh all chiurches that donot take -

tiar ministry! ‘Fo the credit of Principal Hartis of g
Scekers and Wakes of the church of England,the in- §

wiher Episcopal Ministers for uniting with other chris ;
l:iaus in circulating the Iloly Scriptures and Trads
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-¥ it was the truth itself, and not the interpreter that
‘% caused the offence, has been pretty clearly demon-
1§ strated by the fact, that, a certain class of Anii-Cal-
<5 vinist writers have attemptedto set the gospels and
%% cpistles in opposition ta each other; and to depreci-
% ate he authority of Paul as an inspired teacher
£¥% Bishop Horsely we believe it was, who advised his
E¥ clergy to read Calvin’s writings before they spoke
f;*;} against him, and 10 take care that their zcal againut

Calvinisin was not in reality directed against christi-

2
2 anity itself.
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Since the days of Bishop Horsley we Ubelicve it
has notbeen so common with writers of the church
of England to induige in invectives against Calvin:
and it seewns to ns nothing short of infatwation in Dr.
Strachan  to come forth before his clergy and
the world with taunts about the * pride of Calvin's
heart,”~* a pride raising him in his own conceit a-
bove the Apostle Paul,"—and Calvin’s“wicked error.”
Dr. Strachan has been a very bustling, and we be-
lieve a laborious wman ; but, we doubt wheilier be has
¢ rcadas many leaves of Calvin's works as there are
volumes of themn. Certainly had he bethought him-
self of the part which Calvin and his associates had
in bringing about the ictormation in England, he
would not have added to the slanders whicn he has
dealt owagainst the living, these slanders against the
dead. 'We wonder what the Archdeacon thinks of
Mr. Faber confessedly one of the ablest expounders
of prophecy, that the church of England has produc-
ed—who, comsiders Calvin and his associates to be
figured out, under the second of the Angels which
Juhn “saw flying through the midst of Heaven hav-
inghe everlasting gospel to preach unty them that
dwell on the earti,"+
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The adage which bids nothing be said of the dead
but what is goud must be recerved with many quali-
fications; nuthing surely but what is tsue should be
said of them. And, it is because Dr. Strachan has in
the publications of his referred to, done an injury to
the memory of a great man, and indirectly also an
injury to the cause of truth and of the Saviour, which
Calvin was so honvred 1n promoting, that we have
ventured to make these strictures.  We are sure, that
a wiser estimate of the services which Calvin has
rendercd to christianity would dispose Dr. Strach-

an to blot the lines on which we have been
commenting.  And if this sihonld happily be the

case it Will not be the first instance of the retractation
of slanders vented from a pulpit against Juhn Calvin,
as, the read rs of the Examiner may learn from the
following narrative, :—

“Mr. William Barret Fellow of Grenvilie and Caius
College venturedto preach an Arminian sormon be-
fore the university of St. Mary's—I say ventured, for
itwas a bold and dangerons atempt at that time when
the church of England was in her purity forany man
1o propagate Arminianism, and indeed Barrett him-

——

* Rev. xiv. 6—9,
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~clf paid dearly for his temerity.  The university was

>0 highly oflended buth at his presumption, in daring

io avuw his nuvel heterodox opinions, and for men-

tivuing some great divines i terms of the highest
rancour and disrespeet ; that, he was enjvined to make
a public recantation in the very pulpit, from whence
he bad so lately vented his errors. This hedid on
the Sth of May following, part of his recantation

runs thus ¢

¢ Laaly. Irashly uttered these words against John
Calvin (a person than whom none has deserved bet-
ter of'the church) namely that, he had preswmned to

to cxalt himself against the Son of Cod—in saying
which, Tacknowledge that J greatly injured that most
learued, and truly pivus man, and I do most hun.bly
entreat that ye will all forgive this my rashness, (
also threw outin amost rancoruus mannper svle re-
flectivns against Peter Martyr, Theodore Beza,
Jerome Zauchy, Francis Junius, and others of the
same religion who were the lights and vrnaments of
our church, calling themby the malicious name of
Calvinists and branding thein with other reproachful
terms.

I did wrong in assailing thereputation of these per-
sons and in endeavoringto lesson the estimation in
which they arc held, and indissuading any from read-
inz their most learned works, seeing our church holds
these divines in such deserved reverence.”

he Archdeacon’s reproaches against Calvin and

thuse of Mr. Barretthave probably been drawn trom

suine common svurce. For the Archdeacon’s own

sake we sineerely wish that he may yet see his ervor,
whether or not he publicly confess it.

1 remain yours &c.

T. T. PRESBYTER.

March, 21st 1838,

Appress or A ComyutTee oF THE SynoDp OF Ca-
NaDA, TO The PRESBYTERIES oF 1ue CHURCH op
SCOTLAND 0N THE SPIITUAL, DESTITUTION OF PRres-
DYTERIAN SETTLERS 1IN Canapa.

The Synod of the Presbyterian Church of Canada
in connection with the Church of Scotland, deeply and
painfully impressed with a sense of the destitution
under which thc Presbyterian population, as well as
others, in that colony labor, in regard to religious in-
struction and ordinances, and conceiving that notwith-
standing the various representations which have been
transmitted to the church at home upon this subject,and
the urgent appeals made for aid both to the church and
the home government, the distressing case of the popu-
lation under her charge in this colony is not duly up-
prehended and sympathised with, resolved at its last
meeting to memorialize the Presbyteries of the church of
Scottand, satting forth our pressing necessities, our pe~




34

caliar clnims upon lier fostering carc and assistance,
and humbly praying thatan nmnediate, @ gencral and
a vigorous effort be made for our relief,

‘We therefore in conformity with this resolution ad-
dress oursclves to your Reverend boldy, in the anxious
liope that the casc of your cxpatriated countrymen
will reccive from you the attention it descrves, and in
the fiem belief that if it does s, it will not mercly ex-
cite sympathy in your bosoms, not merely call forth
the cxpression of that sympathy in  words, but
its power in vigorous efforts to procure for them
those religious privileges which you yoursclves so an-
ply enjoy and know so well to vulue. Wiile we
witness so much zeal displayed, and such abundant re-
sources brought into opcration, in sending the gospet
and the blessings of cducalion to heathen lands, while
cqual zeal and equally adequatciczources ure display-
ed in establishing and mawntaining home mussions
amongthe no less benighted multtudes to be found in
the crowded and demoralized disiie's of our native
country, we cannot believe that cither the heart or
the means will be found wanting, to send forth the
needful, ample and continuous, supplics of tic bread
and water of life, after which thousands of your cour-
trymen here, who have formerly enjoyed and valued
the blessing, are hungering and thirsting, and from the
want of which muny souls are in danger of perishing,
living in the absence of the outward means of grace,
seduced ta spead their money for that which 1s not
bread, and their labor for that wluch profiteth not.
Surely it oughtto be a most powerful motive and en-
couragement to missionary zcal and plulanthropic ex-
ertion that the people among whom he is to go forth
ure prepared heartily to welcome the missionary, to
value his Jabors, to bless the hand stretched out to aid
them, and, to & certain extent, to contribute to, perhaps
ultimately to repay, the funds which christian liberali-
ty may furnish to assist them at the commencement of
ticir operations,

In endeavoring to Juy before you the destitution in
regard 1o religious ordinances among us, the Synod of
Canada felt that as ample a collection of fucts as pos-
sible should be submitted to you, and unpowered us
10 issue querics to the Clergy of our connection with
this view. The answers to these, from the shortnues
of the time intervening befoie your period of meeting,
and from the lue unfortunate disturbances in this
colony, arencither so numcrous nor so detaled by any
means as we could have wished : byt sull they afford
materials for a picture of the spritual state of the
country as true as it islamentable, Without further in-
troduction we shall aliow these fucts to speak for them-
sclves,

Mz Cugvne, of Amhearstburgh, reports of
the Westan  District, the finest  perhaps in regard
40 ckwate and soil of the whole Province: That it
contuns no. less than 4000 square miles with a popu-
Lation not caceeding 12090 ; That the number of Pro-

ADDRESS TO PARSBYTERIES IN SCOTLAND.

testant Clergy regularly officiating is 9, viz. 5 Metho-
dist Circuit Preachers, 3 Episcopalians, and himselfe—
the only DPresbyterian minister in this vast district

sctting aside the Roman Catliolics, about one fourth
of the population he estimates to be Preshyte
nuns—vast numbers being of no religious profession
Mr. C. writes of this district that “the moral wil-
derness is cven greater than the natural. It is Jament
able to think to what an extent irreligion prevails. Al
respect for the Sablath is forgotten ; it is more re-
garded as a day of amusement than of sacred rest, to
be devoted to the Lord, and spent in devotion and in
attending to the things that belong to salvation, Re
ligion 1s dssregarded, and all religious ordinances are
forgotten.” ‘I'wo missionarics, he thinks, could be
supported with hittle cxpense to the Mission Fund; and
several congregations able to support a minister miglht
eventually be formed—there being various Scotch set-
tements, each embracing a considerable population.

Mz. Ross.  The extensive district allotted to Mr
Ross, to report on, consists of the townships of Dun-
wich, Oxford, Howard, and Aldborough, particularly
under his own charge—and of Declaware, Carradac,
Adelaide, Eckfrid, Mono, Zone and Dawn. Here.
ports of the first four townships that they consist of
350 square miles, with a population of about 2,500, of
which there may be about 900 Scotch Presbytcrians,
and between G600 and 00 of no profession. In the
townships of Delaware, Carradoc and Adelaide,
there are few  belonging to the church of Scotland,
butin Eckfiid, Mono, Zone, and Dawn, containing
perhaps 700 souare mites, and with a Presbyterion
population of from 2000 to 2,500, there is no minster
of our church. The remurk he makes upon ther
general religious character is, that religious ordinances
are greatly needed, not greally desired. Alas the
less they are desired, the more they are needed, and
surcly ifstirred up by the labors of fuithful missionaries
among them they might be brought to value, and if
1o value—poor as they are—tosupport the ministry of
the word.

Mr. Auray, Missionary, reports upon 12 town-
ships in the London disirict, containing upwards of
H00 square miles, with a population of about 18,000
Ife states the number of religious teachers of all de-
nominations for this vast district to be 28, but tha
not more than nine of thesc have any pretention to edu .
cition, and that many of them, having themselves :
litle knowlede on the subject of religion beyond a

ly instrumental in fostering wald,visionary and fanat
cal views amoug theiv ignorant followers.  The num

ber of those attached to the church of Scotland, e

wold, and Yarmouth.

few of the peculiaritics of their particular scet, are on- -

considers as scarcely cxcecding 300, exclusive of South: i
A great part of the population,
Leing of Canadian or American origin, unite with |
the Methodists or belong to no religious denomination, 3
and there are about 7000 individuals unbaptised. M |

ancholy as the state of religious ignorunce and destitu- |
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ADDRESS TO PRESBYTERIES IN S8COTLAND,

sion which Mr. Allan describes, is, yet ho gives hopes
from the expericnce that he has had and from the
opinion of many intelligent persons, that congrega-
tivns in conncetion with our church might eventually
be formed and supported 5 but that in the mean time
the oid of missionaries, pertly at least supported by
wmissionary funds, would for a perivd berequired ; and
of these not less than nine would be necessary, ade-
quatcly to occupy the stations in the Presbyicry of
Hamilion. What a mournful picture of a vast
population, mostly abandoned to total ignorance
of the things ncedful to salvation, or to the in
fluence of wild and visionary delusions! What a
field for missionary zeal! What an opening for our
church to muke hersclf honorably uscful in the Lord’s
cause!

Mg. Ganniner, of Fergus, in the township of Ni-
clio), states that he is the only minister of our church
in the district on which he reports, consisting of about
580 square miles. The Presbyterians he reckons to
be about 1300, exclusive of American Presbyterians
who may numaber about 180. ¥le mentions the exer-
tions made by the people of Woolwich, to build a
church, and that perhaps, £60 or upwards might be
raised towands the support of a minister. He states
likewisethat there is a considerable Presbyterian popu-
lation in the township of Erin, poor and scattered,
much requiring a missionary who could preach both
in English and Gaelic, but not able to contribute
more than perhaps £25.

TueGore axD Niacara Districts. At Puslinchthere
is a large Scotch population,somewhat divided in their
sentiments hut who would ncverthcless welcomea minis-
ter of our church among them, and contribute a small
sum to his support. From this towards the head of
the lake, and extending back as far as the Grand
River, and to St, Catharines, in the Niagara district,
there are only Mr. Stark at Dundas and Ancaster,
and Mr. Gale at Hamilton, in conncction with our
Synod.  Hercisa wide ficld for the labor of several
missionaries,and stations where several ministers might
eventuully, and even speedily, be settled—as upon the
Grand River, where considerable desire for the estab-
lishment of a minister of our church hasbeen mani-
fested, and where perhaps half of an adequate stipend
might be subscribed—and likewise in Saltfleet where
they have built a church—and in Binbrook, taken in
connection with it, a clergyman might ere long be
supported entirely, and wherc at present they have
only occasicnal and very rare visits from ministers of
our church.

Mr. McGull hasthe pastoral charge of the church
at Niagara, and Mr. Mclatosh has a very extensive
missionary range in the district; but there arc scveral
stations inthe Niagara district where much indif-
ference and much irreligion prevails, which call loudly
for the labors of missionaries, and wherc eongre-
gations might in the course of time be formed.
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Mn. Fercuson, reports of the district back from
Esquesing, that thereis a large Preshyterian popula-
tiun, scattered however, and that  wmany have ex-
erted themselves with much zeal to procure the admin-
istration  of the ordinances of rehigion among them,
but that there are many who are sunk in a sad state of
spiritual darkness, and gross neglect of religious dutics;
that many who make proftssion of Christ, shew by
therr neglect of sceret and private religious duties that
they lave only anome to hve while they are dead—
profess to know God but in works deny him. At
Nussagawaga, and at the village of Norval, churches
are bult and the people, though able to subscribe but
fittte for the support of a minister, might make up
from £40 to £50. Even these places, however, are not
supplied; and the destitution is otherwise so great that
M. Ferguson esimates that at least nine or ten mis-
sionaries might be regularly and usefully employed
in the Presbytery of Toronto. How many
souls are here perishing for lack of knowledge
and of the means of grace, how many of the
rising gencration are growing up in ignorance, infideli-
ty,and vice! Surely the sympathy of our christian
fellow countrymen wall bestir them to lend their aid in
removing their evils 1

Mz. McKnrican includes in his report, 18 town-
ships surrounding Linke Suncoe, containing a popula-
tion of upwards of 12000, of which the majority are
Scotch, Mr, McKillican is the only minister of our
church who labors in this extensive and populous dis-
trict. There are Episcopal churches in three of the
townships, and three Episcopal clergymen in all, one
priest, scveral Moethodist Preachers, one indepen-
dent, and one Scotch seceder, In  Thorah, Eldon,
Onllia and Innisfail, there are Presbyterian churches,
and in West Gwilliambury,there are two. Thorah, El-
don, Brock and Oro, could each furnish sufficient labor
for a mimster; and Medonte, Sunnidale, and Nottawa-
saga, could contribute considerably in conjunction with
ncighboring  scttlements  to  support &  minister
Datficultics no doubt must be incurred at first in forming
congregations even under advantageouscircumstances;
and forcign aid might be for some time necessary, but,
with so destitute, yet so hopeful a field as that described
in Mr. McKillican's report, thc excrtion ought surcly
to be made to supply it, and the temporary assistance
readily affordsd. Mr. McKillican says, ¢ our appeal to-
our father land when our spiritual apathy and destitu-
tion are properly represented cannot, and will not,be in
vain ; but we have a part to perform—let not the fault
be ours; the time is come when by a combined cffort
both herc and at home, the ditficultics may be over-
come.”

Mr. Kercray, in his return, embraces the district
of Hastings besides thetwo townships of Murray and
Scymour,in the Newcastle district, containing a popu-
fation of upwards of 13,000. The actunl Pres.
byterian population is not more than 900, but many,
the descendants of Presbyterian parcnts, are included
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among the large number of those who make no rci-
gious profession,  The state of religion 13 in guieral,
low, and indifference rapidly increasmg from waut of
sacred ordinances. The Preshyterian  popuiation 1s
pretty much scattered, except in Seymour, where they
amount to about 340, and wihicre perhaps £100 per
annum might be subscribed.  Mr. Ketchan thinks
that three missionaries would suffice for the Presbytery
of Kingston.

Mgr. McDoway, states that in Fredericsburgh,Rich-
mond, Erncsttown, and the townships m the rear of
them, there is a very considerablr number of Presby-
terians well affected to our church, and anxious for
ordinances ; that there is ample scope for 8 settled
ministers. At present there 18 only one winister of our
church, and one Scotch independent, besides mumisters
of the Episcopalian and Methodist persuasions.

Mpz. MacHar, of Kingston, reports, in regard to the
district of Frontenae, containing five townslups and a
population of 12000 and upwards, that there are a-
bout 2,500 Presbyterians, with the exception of King-
ston, much scattered ; that a minister would be re-
quired for the townships of Portland, and Loughbor-
ough, and another for those of Pittshurgh, and Wolf
Island, whose labours would be however missionary
for some time, and that perhaps £50 per annum might
be raised for each.

Mz. RoMaxes writes, in regard to the townships of
Elnsley, Kitley, Montague, and Wolfred that, besides
his own stations, * there is no considerable scttlement
of Presbyterians which would require a settled Pastor,
but one or morc ministers might beneficially divide
their labors among the several smaller sctilements,
that some support might be expected from them, but
not to any adequate cxtent, There is, he says, “much
spiritual destitution, and at the same tune cunsidera-
ble desire for ordinances.”

Mg. Mclsaac, of Lochiel, states, that a great part of
the population of the surrounding district have little
access to religious instruction, and fears, that those
who have been long deprived of the means of grace
have become indifferent to them ; but believes if the
word were once brought to them they would after-
wards seck it more carnestly than many.  He thinks
that the district in his own ncighborhood would re-
quire three missionarics, though one,he says, would e
a great blessing.  Education and religious knowledge
generally low,

Ma. Mam, of Chatham, Lower Canada, states, that
there is around him a ficld for two or three missionarics.
One station at Buckingham might raise £30, and an-
other at the Augmentation of Gienville, where & Gac-
lic missionary is much wanted,could contribute alittle.

Such are a few facts which thereports rendered have
enabled us to place before you. It must at the same
time be manifest how inadequately they exhibit either
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population of the colony, in regard to religious instruc-
tion nnd ordinances, or the spiritual wants of those
particular distriets to which they refer.  The peculiar
circumstances of a large proportion ofthe people of this
colony will however, along with the utter insufficiency
of the means of grace, enable you to form an idea of
the condition of ignorance, and apathy, in which
the rising generation especially is  necessarily * sunk.
Having come to the country with the sole view of
bettering their worldly condition, the inhabitants have
too generally Lestowed all their care on this one ob-
ject. Many are debarred, at first of neeessity, by theic
situation from the outward and public means of grace,
and through constant toil,are tempted toput offtill amore
conveniemt season concern .ot their souls, and the use of
the private means of instruction and of grace, and
conscquently,  for the souls and spiritual wel-
fure of their children; while they are removed in a
great degrec from the restraints of a religious society,
Ind from vbscreation in the solitariness of their forest
abodes, sink by degress into a state of practical infi.
delity, a total forgetfulness of God, and of the truth
that they have immortal souls whose salvation ought
to be the great end und object of their thoughts and
cudeavors.  How grievous to think, that multitudes
who have once tasted the good word of God,
who have in solemn covenant dedicated them.
sclves to him at his table, should thus full awny from
the futh and  sink again into the slavery of sin and
Satan.  Surely we do not overrate the christian bene-
volence of our kindred and friends whom we have
left in the homes of our fathers, when we confide that
they will exert themselves adequately to our necessities
in affording us relief.  And surcly we may with ae
less confidence trust that among the number of the
uncmployed  preachers of our church at home, the
tulents, the prety, and the zeal exist which will fit
them for the work and incline them to engage in it. It
is truc we have only laborious excrtion and small tem-
poral remuneration, with many sacrifices to hold out
tothem ; butif the Lord calls for laborers for his
vineyard,what shall be thoughtof the profession of those
who from fear of sacrifice draw back from the cause
and turn a deaf car to his call ? We cannot esti-
mate so low the christian principle of our young
brethren in the church asto believe that even the des-
titation of their expatriated countrymen and their ur-
gent calls for aid, properly represented to them, there
would not be many who would press forward with ar-
dor in the causc of christian benevolence, and count it
even a privilege to be pernitted to leave father and
mother and sisters and brothers and houses and lands
for the Lord’s sakie—for the salvation of perishing souls,
and for ministering the motives, the hopes, the graces,
and consolations of the gospel to those who in a wea-
ry and parched land arc hungering and thirsting for
the bread and water of life. ~ Yet let them not overrate
the hardships and difficulties. The liberality of a
christian public at home, and the exertions of the re-

the general destitution of the Presbyterian and other

ligiously disposed here, will not permit them to go
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',\‘ orth on their lubors without a measure of support ;
J§1md gomg forth in divine strength to fight the battles
jg; of the Lord, he will provide.— Bread slmll be given
3{? unto them and their water shall be sure,”  Aundif
’§thc excitement, 1 might almost 53y, the adventurc of
the mission, is notso great as in going among the
>,:z’ heathen and the savage, yet proportionably great are
;r the attractions, of being surrounded by countrymen
% and amid the wilds of nature, meeting with familiar
! faces and bemng greeted by a famthar tongue.

%,

We would earnestly entreat that cvery member of
the General Assembly would come forward with hus
pubiic and his private influence,to make astrenuons etfort
for aiding our cause, by providmg the ncedful funds
and inciting preachers to the work. It would be he-
norable to theraselves, and not ungratefully acknot-
% ledge by their destitute countrymen; and they would
find an anxious and zealous cudcwor on the nart of
our Presbyteries here, to sccond and render as ‘benefi-
cial as possible their excrtions. While to preachers

S e i
W N BAREY

-
e

ey
-~

Aavey g"»f-':u 3

l\indncss, cordinlity, cncouragement, and nssistance.
The means for fully carrying this object into effect,
would be rapidly di-

,pﬂ necessarily considerable at first,

}f& minished by combining the people of this country

in nussionary cfforts, and in the formation of congre-
gations, for the resources arc not so much a wantg
as the means of calling them forth, and putting them
operation, and cach of our Presbyteries might
were they in the field, speedily be enabled to
bear the whole charge of supporting two or three
missionarics within cach of their boundaries.

Mr. Bryce, of Glasgow, gives some admirable
hints in a letter published by ham in regard to sending
missionaries ‘o this country, which you will readily
estimate and avail yourselves of.  He would obviate
the disinclination which preachers have to the idea of
leaving their kindred and country for ever, by hmiting
the period of their missionary labor to threz ycars, dur-
 ing or after winch period they might if they found a
suttable field and cncouragement, and were inclined to
adopt this colony as the scene of their labors and their
country, they might remain to cultivate and foster the
growth of the word in that field, which they had pre-
pared and sown; or having faithfully fulfilled ther en-
trusted and responsible office during the time for which
they were engaged, they might return home wath honor,
and meet thhtlntcncoumgcmcm and assistance in their
future views fromthe members of the parent church therc,
which they who have gone forth to work the work of
the Lord in distant and rude countries so well deserve,
Such ought 10 be distinguished by testimonies of pecu-
liar regard rather than looked down upon as they often
are, as unsuccessful candidates for a ficld of labor at
home, We feel convinced that such a plan would be
productive of the happiest consequences both to the in-
terests of religion here, and to the church at home.
Tlemaining here, they would labor in a wide field of
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nsefulness, and  such only would remain as were en-
waged heart and soul in the work; returning hone, they
would serve to disseminate just vicws of our condi-
tion and necessities, and be our warmest advocates
aund best friends; and trained up in the laborious exer-
cise of the practical duties of their office, nmid all va-
riety  of professions, characters and dispositions, they
woulid be pecunliarly well fitted for advancing the spiri-
tual interests of those parishes which might be com-
mitted to their charge.—While upon this subjectit will
Lo proper to state that the preachers sclected for mis-
sionary lahor should not only possess picty but talents,
culuvation of mind, and an engaging propricty of de-
portment. It is a great mistake to supposc that any
sort of person who has zcal and picty, will answer in
this new country. It must be remembered that emi-
grants however much their mode of life may in many
or nost instances be changed, bring hither along with
them, their previous information and  previous tastes ;
and that under the plain garh of the farmer, or within
the humble walls of the rude forest log-house, may of-

¢ {ten e found the vigorous capacity, the enlightened

mind, and the cultivated taste; and the minister here
perhaps peculiarly requires every sunable qualification
to win his way and to insure yespect where artificiat
distunctions of rank and wealth are not often found,
and not much valued.

Indrawing this report to a close, one thing must es-
peciaily be mentioned, that although missionaries and

Juussionary funds are what is wanted in the mean

time, yet to render permanent the fruits of these,
the church at home must give us the vigorous aid of
its influence to induce Government to do justice to our
cause, by making some permanent and adequate pro-
viswn for the support of religion in this country. We
do not desire that ministers should Le altogether freed
trom a dependance upon the free will offerings oftheir
people; but we do mamtam that to keep them respect-
able and make them uscful, free from the temptation
to flatter the vanity, and to feed the prejudices of their
people—{rom seeking for filthy lucre and the approbation
of me. rather than the praise of God—they must to
a certain extent be made independent of voluntary
contribution for their support; and it belongs to the
respectability of the parent church that she should
see that those 1n her own communion and attached to
her by every tic,should be protected from the risk ofany
taint or impurity of merchandise being made of the
word and ordinances of God.

One other remark and we conclude. The intcrests,
of general education depend most materially upon the
exisience of a regular and stated ministry. Educa-
tion,at present upon a miserably defective system, and
consequently at a miscrably low ebb in this country,
would be greatly benefitted especially among the po-
pulation of our own connection,by the superintendance
of a well educated and influenttal ministry.  ‘While
our native country is pouring annually such vast

numbers of her people tnto this colony, can she be .
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different to all these objects, or will she refuse her
most streruous cxcrtions 1o cxtend 1o us the same
blessings and privileges by which she hersclf has long
been so nobly distinguished 7 The  possession of
these would vin! us still faster to the liappy island that
gaveus birthand to which—her sccnes,her people, and
her hallowed institutions—we still look back across
the wide Atantic with an inextinguishable regard.
We trust that this appeal to the reverend Pres-
byteries of our parent church will not be in vain;
—that it will be loudly and aflectionately respond-
«4 to by every member of their several flocks.

M. Y.STARK, Convencr of Commiitee.
Hamilion, 8th March, 1838,

N. B, The Comnittec Aaving received only onc
relurn from Lower Canadu—and a considerablc ma-
jority of the ministers in Upper Canada, having alse
Jailed to communicate any informatlion respecling the
districts assigned them—~the forcgoing report embraces
but @ small portion of the bounds of the Synod—and
presents only a faint and imperfect sketch of the ve-
ligious destitution which prevails over tic length and
-breadth of the land,

Nots »r Tne Eniror o TaR Examixexr.

It is onseveral accounts matter of profound regret
‘that somany ministers and  scssions have failed to re-
turn answersto the queries circulated by the modera-
torof Synod in November last. In this negligence
thereis a very palpable dercliction of duty. Can
ministers and clders forget that submission and obe-
dience which are ducto ccclesiastical authority 7 Did
they not, at their ordination deliberately and conscicn-
tiously assent and subscribe to the 8tk question of the
Jormula. * Do youpromise that you will subject your-
sclf to the several judicatories of this church 1"
This qucestion cvery minister and clder must have
solemnly answered in the aflirmative,and they are
therefore bound 1o render due obedience. But from
forgetfulness of this obligation, more than one half of
the ministers have disregarded the injunction of the
Synod, and have failed year after year to send in their
annual returns, and have cven neglected 0 answer
that special inguiry which the Moderator of last Sy-
nod was ondercd to make.  'We are firmly persuaded
that the temporal interests of our church in Canada
have sulfered irrctricvable detriment from this con-
tinued neglect. In conscquence of it the Synod, or
its commission, have never been able to furnish o
the Government, or the General Assembly, any thing
bdeyonda most meagre tatement of the number and
spiritual destitution of the adherents of the Preshy-
terian church. We have reason to know hat the

NOTE BY THE EDITOR OF THE EXAMINER.

sent home for the information of the ministers of the
Crown, contained ample statistical accounts of the
Episcopal church in this country, while of the Pres-
byterian chureh it contained scarcely any information
atall.  Weare surely much to blame for this. The
erroneous and partial statements of ecelesiastical af-
fairs in this country set forth in a late number of
Blackwood's magazine, and the misrcpresentation
made by Mr. Pakington in the House of Commons in
alate debate on Canadian affairs, should arowse us
from our supineness and negligence. This latter
gentleman affirmed * that in Upper Canada the num-
ber of the Episcopalians is more than onc
third of the population—that in Lower Canada it is
above one half of the British residents—that thereare
above 200,000 membersof the English church scattered
over that greatcountry.” It is not necessary to say
to the Canadian public that these statements must be
drcadfully exaggerated. It is probable, however,they
are believed in England. Indeed we cannot free our-
selves from the suspicion that the information sent
fromthis country by interested parties, may have been
the basis of these statemnents. We have heard of a
Rector in Upper Canada whose congregation seldom
excecds twenty persons, who in his own fancy claims
a parish of several tewnships, and is in the habit of
estimating  his parishioners at several thousands’
And if Mr. Pakington procured his statements from
a few such persons as fond of hyperbole, he might
perhaps venture on the assertion, that ** more than one
third of the population in Upper Canada are Episco-
palians.” Waiving,however, all remark on this mat.
ter for the present, we can sincerely declarc, that we
have no wish to diminish their actual numbers, even
by one individual; although we wish to stand on ou?
guard against cvery exaggeration of them which the
political churchman may make for his secular end-.
Wechave merely alluded to these things in passing to
stirupthose ministers who havenot reportedio the Mo-
derator, to do so without delay. They owe this to
themselves, 1o the church of which they are members,
to the unborn gencrations.  Ifmany of these minis-
ters who have not sent in their answers to the Mode-
ratar’s guerics have such statements 1o make as are
contained in the following letter received too late to
be adverted to in the preceding address, it would b
rendered more cvident that the presbyterian popula-
tion in Canada isnot so insignificant a portion of the
community as some of our encmics endeavour to re-

presentit. The Rev. Duncan McMillan of Caledon,

thus writes to the Modcrator :—

Cavenoy, Arxiv 12th, 1333,
Dear Six,

I regret that my answer to the queret
contained in your rircular of November Jast, has been °3
<o lang withheld. Amonz other caunses that lot 1o thic §
delay, 1 would only mcention the inconvenient exten” 3
of thedistrict assigned me which contiting seven v .
cight ownships, and extends aver a surtace of up 3
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wards of 1N miles, in lepgth, and my great dic

1ance from the Pest Office, the neares being 20 pulet

from my place of rexidence.

Brve Boox made up by the Colonial Government and

The result of my enquiries is ay follows:




Caledon containsa population of 1300 souls of
whomn 750 belung o our church, 250 may belong w0

% other Presbyterian budies, the remainder divide a.
&4 mong the Baptists, Meihodists, and the Roman Catho-
3‘}}2 fics.

%

I donot know what the whole lmpulali(m of Erin is,
but T have reasun to beheve the Presbrienans namber
at least 450 they allbelung tu vur church,

iy

&

There arc in theupper part of Chinguacousy say
350 Presbyterians,

The population of Mono is $00 of whom abuut 500
are Presbyterians, of these 150 are an conpection wath
our church the rest are Episcopalizus and Roman
Catholics,

‘The Presbyterians of Mulmer aumbzr about 150,

" Nattawasaga and Sunnidale contain 3L Sevtch Pres-
byterians.

Tam informed that there are 100 or upwards of
Presbyterians in St Vincent.

6

A

BaX:

S
%

i

¢

3

LI )
“rel

.

&

2

Theonly part of the district above described that
enjuys in any measure religious ordinances or have
any access tothem, is that which comprises the town-
ships of Caledon, and Muno. A mimster in connee-
tion with the United Synod has been lately settled in
Mono, and besides myself three others Jabor more or
less in Caledon viz, 2 Bapist who statedly preaches
twa few of that communion, and a methodist and
Roman Catholic who occasionally visit the town-
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“% ship. Al the rest of the scction of the country, to-
3 gether with several adjining townships, is uiterly

destitute of the mcans ol religivus instruction,

In regard to the character of the people as to relisgi-
ous knowledge. ordinances. and duties, varions shades
of ditlerence may be cxpected; but such of them as
have aceess to l?)c public ordinances of the gospel
are ensily distingunshed from the generality of the
others fur freedom from flagrant vicesas well asfor
arderly and blameless conduct. Amuone these drmnk-
caness, Sabbath-breaking, and similar vices,are maie
rare, and 1 have reason to belicve that they are more
exemplary intheir families,

Accarding to the above statement it appears that
the aggregate Presbyterian population of the district
to whichmy attention has been directed is, 2561, in
the ditferent townships abuve named, the Presbyters-
ansare generally settled in cluse neighburhamds; but
they are nevertheless,too fewthat can join in any one
place, as well as too poor, to be able for a tonyg timd ta
come without help trom some other souree 1o suppori
a gospel ministry ; somuch so that theush many of
theinhaveexprosedihe strongestdesire to enjoy gospel
vrdinances their knowledge of their owa weakness in
these respects has hindered them from making any
cifort to getministers settled amons them.  In respeet
tothe number of nusvonanes that would be required
to labor, within the bounds of this Presbytery, 1 have
no doubt that athers of the brethren mare ablethan t
am to form a correet pudainent in the case, have given
you their opinions. [ would state as wmy opinion that
three at least wauldbe required to dvany justice to
our missionary ficld.

Iam
Decar sir,

Yours Truly.
DUNCAN M'MILLAN.
The Rev. A. Gale, Uawiltun.

We subjoin aeapy ot the nedertors cirenlar carn
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it

estly reguesting ionnediate attention to it on the
part ot those concerned,

Revenesp Sin,

The Presbytery of ITamilon having
heen appointed by the Synad, to prepare and transnit
tuthe Svnods of the chureh of Scot and, a memnnal,
rep centing the wants of this colimy—especially of
the Preshyterian populition therea—in rewtrd tu re-
heious instruction and ordinances—ha ¢ directed wie
to e1il your attention to the following queries, and to
reqtiest that you wall furnish them with fult snd acen-
rate informition on the various subjects ot aquiry
suggesied by them,

These queries proceed on the supposition that von
will assizn to yourselt a defined disttiet (a cenzin
numinr of townsbips, fur instacee) withan you Prese
bytery to which your report will refer; and it is ex-
prcted that the brethren of cach Presbytery will by
mutual undesstatubing, so arranee the subdivisiony as
that no part of their bounds shall be omiied.

With regard to thowe paris of your distriet which
fall least within the spheie of your personal observa-
tion. Tam instructed to suzgest that <atisfuciory infor-
mation may be «rained by appheation o imtelligent
perous resident therem,

‘The Presbytery direct me to request that vour Re-
part be forwarded to me (pust paid) on or refure the
first day of January next.

1. What is the exient and population of the district
which vour report eibraces ?

Q. What is the number of religzions Teachers stat.
edly laboring within it, and to what dencunnations do
they belong 2

3. Are the peaple in general eonnecied with one or
other of the religions denominutions, receivipg the
mdinances and supponting the muaary anihat con-
neton, and what propurtion of than have nvsuch
connection ?

4. What is the characier of the pearle, as to religi-
ous knowledge, orordinances and digies 3

95 What is the number of Preshvicrians in the dis-
trict vou deseribe, and e ihey selicd m clne neigh-
boriiond, ar otherwise 2

G. What aceess have they o reli givus instrnetion
and erdinances, and wkhat desires have they manifest-
o 10 U respect 1

7. Is there any <sctilement of Presbutenians in the
district you deseribe, so Bimerois @St 1equite a <o-
ted Pastor, and what provisien ezt be expecied
trom e people fisr the sappatt of eue }

& Huw many miswionaries would be required 1o
sapply, dna sati ety manien, e wasesal the
seattered Presbyterian population in your Presbytery
—supposing that 2 district of moderaic bounds were
assignied to each Missioaary 3

N. B.—DBesides the statements which these queries
may call fordh, 1t is gequested that 3 an wall include in
vour teport, any other 1ol mtien that way asast the
Presbyiery in givinga disiinet account of the religi-
ous coitditiun of the couniry.

ALEXANDER GALE, P. C.

Hawilion, Sist Oct. 3857,

.




90

TO THE EDITOR.
Dean Sin,

If consistent with the plan of your mis-
cellany, I would offier a few thoughts on the subject of
education which, I have no doubt you will agree
with me in thinking, has never yet, in this province,
met with that general attention, which its importance
merits. While, for a few ycars past, great exertions
have been made, in almost every part of Europe,
and in the United States of America, scarcely any
thing hasbeen done here, to improve the state of our
common schoals. The first improvement necessary is
a more liberal support. The miscrable pittance
which the teachers at picsent receive, presents no
inducement,but to the lame and the lazy ; and, though
we have many respectable men inthe provinee, filling
the humble but useful situation of teachers, they are
cncouraged more by the hope of better times, than
any present remuncration they receive for their la-
bors.

1 have lately read Mr. Cousin’s report on the Pros-
sian systemof education, Duncombe’s reports, Simp-
son’s Philosophy of education,Chambers’s cducational
course,Stow’s Training system, and Taylor's District
School, all of which I would recommend to the con-
sideration of snch as have these works within their
rcach. They throw ruch light upon the subject, and
show that vast improvements arc yetto be made, in
this important science.  Simpson, indeed, wishes to
exclude religion as the basis of all useful education,
which is entirely wrong. The experience of the
last half century clearly proves, that education with-
out rcligion is a curse to mankind, rather than a
blessing. The happy cffects of the wise and judici-
ous conduct of the church of Seotland, in making re-
ligion an cssential part ofthe parochialsystem of edu-
cation, were long, and still are virible, in the intelli-
gence, industry, morality and religion of a large pro-
portion of hier sons. It is only since this sy<tem was
relaxed, and religion began tobe neglected, in the
schools of our native land, that the encmy  has been
more panicularly successful in sowing tares among
the wheat.  But though I ditfer from Simpson on this
subject, yet, in other respects, his wark deserves at-
tention, and may be read with advantage.

The monitorial sysicm of Bell and Lancaster, the
infant system commenced by Owen, at the Lanark
cotton mills, and improved by Wilderspin and others
—and the Intellectual system of Sherift Woel of Ed-
juburgh, have all contributed s king to the better
undersianding of this interesting sdiviee. But of all
the improvements lately intradueed into the system of
cducation, non=, Ithink, is so important, ar <o likely
10 banefit the rising generation, as the Training sys-
emm, lately intraduced inte Scotland, by the Glasgow
Einearional Socicty.  The Normal «chuol, latcly es-
tablished by this Sucicly, under the superintendence
of Mr. McCrie, their rector, is ngw in full operation.
Moany teachers trained and instrucied, accordingto

g |into France and Germany
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this system, have already been sent outfrom the semi-
nary. Indeed the call for qualified teachers after the
advantages of the system had become apparent,was so
great that the society. in less than a year, is not able
tosupply hatf the demand.  Much higher salaries are
consequently offered for teachers, from the Normal
Seminary, by those who are anxious to obtain them.
The death of the late rector, Mr. McCric, who had
been at much pains and expense, to qualify himselt
for the difficult 1ask he had to perfonm, is a serious
loss to the institution.  He had been employed, for a-
bout two years, before he took charge of the institution
travelling on the continent of Europe, at the expense
of the Society, I believe, and making himself inti-
mately acquinted withthe Prussian system, aswell
as with the various improvements lately introduced
After his return, and
while arrangements werc making for the establish-
ment of the Seminary, he delivered a number of lec-
tures in Glasgow, tending mnch to dissewinate cos-
reet and useful inforination, on the subject of educa-
tion. Though his death,so soonafterthe institution had
been brought into full and successful operation, was
felt as a serious loss, yet it isa cwmnfort to koow, that
he has le®t behind him several ofbis pupils, fully gua-
lified to take his place; so that there wil) be no inter-
ruption to the progress of the good work.

When the Rev. Dr. Lang left Scotland, last sum-
mer, for New South Wales and Vi Dieman’s Land,
he not only took out with him a number of ministers,
Lut about as many teachers, properly instructed in the
training system, at the Glaszow Normal Seminary
They are probably alrcady arrived at their destina-
tion; so that, in these distant colondes, the training
system will be in opperation, before one half of our
population kncw, that there is such a thing in exis-
tence.  The deep interest taken in this excellent mode -~
of education, in our native land, may be lcarned from
the following extract from a Scotch paper :— E

PR S T

“Tne Guascow Eptcationar, Souirry are receiving
arders, to a greater extent than they can  at presen
supply, for Traxen Trwnens, of dificrent grades ant
qualifications, from varicus parts of the United Kingz- -
doin ; but more especially voung gentlemen of gt »3
nlcm extensive acquirements, and decided picty. <
The emohmeuts offered, for these latter, vary from "3
£80 10 £150 ayear. Appointments arc generaly
made after the partiesspend a certain portion of time 7{
inthe suninary, and prove themselves capable o ‘*h
adupting the complete Traving Systry, physical, in- Iﬁ
tellectual, and mosal. A period of at least six nyonths ? *\
is necessmy 10 aequive the \\\lcln,ﬂnd the several pr- 3 a,s
fessional branches of instruction,”

2 s .

;!»'S o4

ALY

w
The traininyg sysiem is simply an advanee uponils ‘\%
plan adopied in infantschools; and when Mr. Ower X
<tumbled upon thissysien, &t first merely by accidert 5%
he little » uxpcclcd\\hm imporiant conscquences wour 2
arise fram his discovery. The proper education ot
the mind, is the vbjectto be gained.  This has hithe:
tobeen (ar tvo much negiccted. To tell youth whatr
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the smnmit of human happiness, and to teach them
those things which lead to the possession ofthat bless-
ing, are the proper duties of teachers. Butare even
half our teachers qualified to do this? Ifear not.
Many of them know not that educatior. mcaus any
thing more than a capacity to read, write and cipher
The object of education is the increase of human
happiness, and these are only some of the means, by
which this is to be acquired.

Ihave long waited, session after session, in the
hope that the Legislature of this Province would do
something decisive, extensive, and worthy of the
subject ; but hitherio 1n vain. Every candidate for
Legislative honors promises freely, upon the hustings,
ifhebe elected ,to support education and the improve-
ment of the roads. But how are these promises kept ?
No sooner do they reach the capital than other—and
to them, far more intcresting subjects—engagetheir
attention. To remedy the evil, at a small expense,
1 would propose the followingplan. Letall who take
an interest in the improvement of education talk te
une another, and especially totheir representatives
in the provincial pailiamentand try to petsuade thena,
at their next session, not unly to make a more hberal
provision fur the support of common schools, but also
tor sending home an active young an, a teacher of
one of vur district schouls, to Glasgow, to Icarn the
training system.  On his return, let all the other dis-
trict teachers find substtutes for six months, till they
learn the systen from him; afierwards let all the dis-
trict schools be considered Normal schools, at which
all the teachers of common schools should be requir-
ed to attend, at least three mcnths, before their ap-
poinunent by the Board of Educution.

Bnt all this would not have ihe desizad efieet, unless
some terest in fovor of educativa, were excited a-
mong the peoplegenerally  In order to this, 1 would
recommend that tei o1 more copies of Tavlor's Dis
triet Scheol and of Siow s nainirg system,for cach ine
hibited township in the provivee, should he purchas-
cd at the public expense, and placed in charge of suit-
able persons, to be tent out for adimited tise, to all
whoe are inclined to read tham, This wounld tend to
arouse onrpopulation fron smental apathiy, shaw them
whit education really is, and the hnportince  of hav-
ing it so conducied, as 10 kad our yonth to form nio. s
and religious Zabits. The time in which we live
abounds wath seligions ity uetinn, bt maral and 1 e-
ligious training hasbeen ~ally neslected. Ience it
is, that thowsands ameng us Ao v hat is right, yclda
what is wronz.  The taining svsem is admirbiv
fited to remedy thix cvil; and were it gencraliy
adopted, we might reasonably expret soon aftes an
smense aceession  buman happiness, It is found-
al upon the seriptute precept, * ‘Lriin up achald in
the way he <hould zo, and wien he is old, he will
ot depatt from QL7 1a praponion to the negleat of
this, human misery will be famd taprevail; in pro.
partion to i cbaervance, wil the Sappinew of the
human faauiy br iacicased.
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Another means of extending the blessings of edu-
cation, especially in the higher branches, and at a ve-
ry trifling expense, would be the establishing of a
circulating schoul in every district, upon the plan of
the Gaelie schools in Scotland.  The teacher might
remain at each station, 2 month ata time, teaching
the owtlines of Gramunar, Composition, Geography,
Nawral History, Astronomy, Natural Philosophy
&c. branches not taught in common schools. In the
atternoon, or evening, he might deliver a plain, and
popular lecture on one or other of these sciences,
accompanicd with a few simple experiments. This
would be attended by many who had been otherwise
employed during the day. Teachers of common
schools, in particular, should be enjoined to attend, and
thus become better gualified for the discharge of \huir
duty. By thesc means, the inhabitants of the most
renote townships would have education brought home
to their dvors ; and no doubt, all who have any taste
or desire for improvement, would avail themselves of
the opportunity thus afivrded them.

Let not the expense of this plan be an obstacle in
the way. The cost would be a mere trifle compared
withthe benefits that would fullow.  Give the people
onund instiuction in religion, morals, science,and po-
lities ; and you may rest assured that industry, con-
tentient, and  general bi ppiness will be the result.
Gorvernments, as well as individuals, are sometimes
penny wise and pound fudli:h.  Had fromoneto two
thowsand pounds 2 year, fur the 1astten years, been
oxpended in the way 1 have proposed, the leaders, in
the kete unnawural rebeliion, could not have found a
hundred followers in the whole province. Whata
infle would even a liberal provision for cducation be,
compared with the militny expenses of the last jour
mowhe. By the simple means [ have recommended,
the King ot Prussia has enlightened and elevated s
sl Ca—made them indostrions aud  happy—and,
theugh hisrule issull in same degres despotic, these
is ot apeople in Eniope so usited apd  autached 1o
theit gorernment as the Prusions are—ang  all
tHirongh a wiseand Libeial system ol education.

Liemain,
Youns Truly,
WILLIAM EELL.

Penth, 20h Mareh, 13833,

Rexanrks ox taE Svyyop Lisrary.
Mn. Emiron,

When the commission of the Synod
met in January Inst, it was amidst the alarms of
war : amd this cirenmstance occasionad the deferring
of the consideratinnt of nimy  subijects. Amonyg
other buaness which was not then entered on, was
that wheehr pebates 10 the Synod  Library.  *Tlhe
Comniission, it s eniveived, would, had they at wil
taken up the. < ugect, Lave passed 2 vote of thanks to
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the Rev. Dr. Burns of Paisley, for the liberal donation
of Puoks which he himsclf has sent, and for the
prompiness, with whiclh, ke acted on some hints thrown
out I believe, Mr. Editor, in your journal, in originat-
ing contrisutions for a Library for the church hee—
If hiseye sce these lines, he may perhops be satisfied
with the explanation hiere given for the want of any
formal acknowledgment hitherto from the church for
his benefaction.  And, it is fondly hoped that the
use which may be made of the Dooks already ve-
ccived, and especially the exertions that may be call-
cd forth to obtain a large addition to these Books will
proveto him that his liberality has been well bestow-
ed.

‘The commission would probably also have instruct-
4 the brethren now in Great Britain; to usc their best
cxertions towards procuring donations of Eooks for
the Library. And,of these lines meet the cyc of any
such, they may be reminded of the duty of pleading
our cause with Booksellers, and Book collectors clers:
cal and laical ; and of wisiting the dusky 2cynds of!
Edinburgh, and Glasgow, so rich in Literary trea:
sures, to adventure some purchiases on our belal,

" We all admit, that a theological college for the
training of ministers is indispensable towards the cf-
ficiency of our church in these Provinces. and, we
are praty well agreed too, I-believe in thinking, that,
such an instittion ought to Le commenced without
delay. Now a Lilrary is an indispensable appen-
dageto such an iustitwion : and, while the collects
ing of it, may bLeimmediately begun, immediate od-
vantages result from it.  There ave many Bocks nos
ordinurily found in & minister’s Library to which he,
yet occasionally desires to have aceess.  Ile is some-|
times led to explore the doctrine and cxternal form
and condition of the church ia different eriods and,
hie wishes to discover these not in the narmuions o
historians only, but also in the writings of the men of,
thase tinies ; and so, to acquaint hinself w ththe Xy
ternal re’ations of the chure 4 hie covets access to the
writings of the annalists and memoir writers of the
period which he is studying . asin the interpretation
of scripture, lic may often sigh for access to the foun-
tains of criticism Gom which Lexicographers and
Translators themsclves have drawn.  Now, it is veal
ly an objcet for a minister to know Where am appara-
tus for enubling him to  solve controverted matters of
history, or of interpretation is to be found ; and, it is
a still higher object for him 10 have access to such an
apparatus.  So that, in the present destition of pub-
Jic Libraries in these provincees, it would be 2 boou to
the ministers cven in the remotest extremes of the
calony—such as Quelee, and  Amherstburg, to have
a woll furnished theéological Library established in
some central place, sucha L'brary should contain
chicfly those works which from their searcity or great
price are fonnd in the Librarics of fow ministers,
“P'o this class, belong such Books as the following :

Iforls of ours to conuncmorate them,

SYNOD LIBRARY.

The carly Greck and Latin Fathers.  The works
of the Reformers.  Histories, Mewoirs, and Biag:
raphics, that illustrate the Reformation.  The Acts of
the General Assembly from  the Reformation until the
present time.  The Edinburgh Chsstian Instructor
from its commencement.  And the principal com-
mentaries and bodics of divinity of the Duteh and
German theological schools,  But it is unnecessary to
swell this index of Bao.s desired. Donations of -
any kind at present are not likely to be slighted :
and, while private individuals amongst oursclves arc
invited to exercise lberality in tlus way, Presbyteries
are respectfully recommended to take the subject mto
consideration, o devise such measures as they inay .
deem most conducive for furthering through the estal-
lishment of one or more Librarics the literature of the
church. From the minutes of the Library commit-
tee printed on the cover ofthe Examiner, it will be scen,
that the Rev., W, T. Leacit of Tononro is Inte-
r'm Liraruaw, and that he is empowered to receive
donations for the Library and to announce the same
through the Examiner,

Allow me, Mr. Editor, to make onc other suggestion -
on this subject, Dr. Burns, it is well known, has ..

been honorably distinguished amongst the ministers . .

of the chuch of Scotland, for s zeal in planting .
the church in these cis-atlamtic  regions, and we may |

say of him in truth, that hehas been the carhesy, f

most laborious, and most constant friend of our .
church,  His services in the Saviour’s cause, will we
trust have an enduring memorial, apart from any cf-
Yet, it is re-
spectfully suggested to the brethren, whether n
might not be a proper mark of our esteem for hisser- ¢
vices, to give his name to the Library wlich we are
about to found, or rather, which he hus already found-
od forus.  The name of Archbishop Leighton, dear
to all the loversof Evangelical Truth from the writ-
ings which Lic left Lehind Lim, s yet niore especially
vemenbered in the Presbytery  of Dunblane in
Scotland, from the Library they possess—it having
heen begueathed Ly him, to the clergy of what had
once been his Qiocese: and, muthinks, the Preshyters
an church of Canada has very powerful rcasons for
remembering with gratitude the name of Robert Burns ¢
of Paisley, apart from the consideration of the hun-
dred volumes of Dooks which le has sent to the Sy-

s atn e
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no intproper, nor perhaps to him, unwelcome expres-
sion of our gratitude, if we shonld call our Synod, or
College Library, as it may be, Tue Buaxs Ligrany.

1 remain,
Yours &c.
A Mewrer o TiE COMMISSION,
S.

Morch, 95th 1838,
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MISCELLANIES.

FoLlLY MORE EXPENSIVE THaN vIRTUE—" The
&% duties paid on tobacco in Great Britain and Ircland
for 1829, were stated to be fiwo mllions crght hundred
aud fifty nine thousand pounds. Add to tius the
cost of production, the expenses of freight, the profits
of the manufacture, wholesale merchant, and retailer,
and the whole will amount to an annual sum, which,
-4 in the course of fourscore years, would ulmost pay oft
%% the national debt.  Aund all this is of course paid by
“#¥ the conswmer. ‘The proportion of duty for Scotland
% in 1820 was £273,000. Suppose £400,000 paid for
the article by the consumers, which is probably teo low
“a calculation, and that there are & thousand parishes
being a few more than the actual number; this gives
¥ £400 as the average for each parish. Such isthe
" "F annual sum paid for an artide of luxury, the using of|
. which arises from a mere idle habit, and which canuot
4% be shewnto bebeneficial in any shape whatever'—
f% Chamber's Edinburgh Journal,

This sum cxpended on the gratification of a
<% filthy and disgusting habit is perhaps  greater
<% than the whole amount that is expended-——both
X from public and private benefactions—in promot-
ing education and religion in a country disun-
guished for both, It sounds somewhat strange that
5% Scotland should expend more annually on tobacco and
3% snuffi—than in maintaining her churches and schools !

present abominable misapplication, and e devoted to
the support of those benevolent objects in which oar
parent church is engaged—parochial educanion, and
5 church extension, and foreign missions would advance
 at arate to which history fumishes no parallel. B
Jjudging from experience, we tremble lest the appetite
2 which feeds on the noxious weed shall contnace to
24 triumph over those Yigher principles which should
- 1ead the christion 10 promote the intelligence and con-
% version of the world! ¢ Oh—what a niddle of ab-
1% surdity is man”—Ep. Ex.

i3
¥ 4

PunisnmeNnt ror Druskswus—The extent towhich
& the debasing sin ot drunkenness hasobtained inthis city

¥ (Glasgow), especially for the last six months, has been
& a subjeet of serious reflection with vur authonues, amt
% with every well disposed citizen. It §s absolutely
& shocking to witnsss the mass of people who are car-
g ricd to the Police Ofiice, in the Jast stage of intoxica-
[ tion, on a Saturday hight, and during the Sunday
B morning and forenoon. — Indeed, 10 such a disgrace-
E ful extent has it gone, that it has been seriously pro-
posed by the visiting Commmissioners of Police (ihe
officers not being able to overtake the job), thata cara-
; van, semcthing like one of Wombwell's we suppose,

should be got to scour the sireets, and pop in, and car-
- 7y W the oifice, all those who should be deented prop-

erly qualificd by the Conducteur.  Jumust be confuss:
od this would crcate a sensation at the Cross about 12
o'clock on a Saturday night,  Wethink we hear the
machine coming heavily along High-Street, drawn
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by eight horses at least, and see the halfiseas-over fel-
lows scampering in all directions, and darting down
closes like rabbits into theirburrows. George Cruick-
shank could make a ca\)ital caricature of the thing,
bat we daresay that is all that could be made of it
Webeg, however, to suggest a revival ofthe good old
system, which we advocated some years ago, and
which was carried into operation with the most mark-
ed benefit to the morality of the city.  Let the heads
of all and sundry who are @ken tothe cilice drunk be
shaved? Well do we remember the effects produced
by this unigue punishinent ; and how astonished were
those who had becn **dressed” the preceding night,
when they appeared before the Magistrate in the
morning. ~ Their hand wandered over their smooth
pates—in some instances they conld not be convinced
of their own identity—they imagined the bar oflicer
had brunght forward the wrong man; and upon the
whole, so well did the system work, that it was a per-
feet rarity to sce a shaved mian brought back to the
officc a second time. Indeed, so alarmed did the ha-
bitual tipplers become from the new method, that
one incorrigible of the squad always carried a wig.
in his pocket, in anticipation of finding himself
docked <ome morning. Nuthing but shaving can now
cflectually check the evil—Herald.

—

Mormarsy 1¥ France~From 182710 1835 inclu-
sive, it is estimated that 46283 accidental deathshave
oceurred, 17,524 suicides, and 413 executions for ca-
pual ofiences. The ¥early avernge munber of sai-
cides is shown to be 1947, In 1827 the number was
1542, and in 1835 it was 2235. In Paris alone, fron
1S54 10 1336, there were 1333 suivides, of which 849
were men, and 484 women ; and the most usual means
resorted to for self-destruction, it appears, has been
suflucation by the vapour of charcoal, with both sex-
es; and the number of persons who thus deprived
themselves of life inthe period wentioned s 524,
The deaths among the French galley-slaves during
the 20 years from I816 to 1537, amounted to 9320, of’
which 9187 were natural in the hospautals ; and in that
period only six suicides touk place; 25 were. putto
death whilé in astate of revolt; §8 in pursuance of
their sentence ; 30 died suddenly in their apartments;
63 at work, and 2 were murdered. The numberof
deaths in proportiont to the pupulation, appears to vary
extremely among them,  The minimum was 24ina
thousand in 1816,63 inathousand in 1533, and 58ina
thousand in 1833. ‘The proportion of deaths is much
areater 1n the central prisons of France, varying, {from
1527 to 1335, tfromm 9 w6 in a hundied. The greatest
mortality appearsto prevailat Rochefort, the average
number of deaths being for sometime 148 ina thou-
sand. In I835the proportion haddecreased to 74ina
thousand, Amongst the galley-slaves of L’'Orient
the number was only 32in a thousand.

Tur Renwclors Newseapers v Lospon—The
fllowing statement, founded on _the Stamp retumns,
shows that the Wautclaman, the Wesleyan Journad, in
puint of circulation, mamntains its position atte head
of the religious press of the metropolis :—

No.ofSamps Average of each
charged. Puhlication.
Watchman, Weckly, £2,000000c00esss 3153
Christiun Jdeocate, 0. 4525000 ac00ees 943
Reeord, Twice 2-Week, 152,600 000000402924
Patrist,  Ditta, 124500.000 e 0000 2394
Average excess of the Watchnian over the Record
(Churely,) 219,—uver the Patrivt (Dissent. and Vol-
untary,) 759,~and over the Christian Jdeacate (do.

du.) €210, cach publication.
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Of the whole body of scientificand literary men in
England, Scotland and Ireland, the names of only
twenty-six are to be found on the pension list. In sci-
«nce, there are no more than six, viz, Sir David
Brewster, £297; Dr. Dalton, £300; Ivory, £300;
Faraday, £300; Sir James South, £300; and Mrs,
Somerville, £300. In literature, ten, viz., the poet
Campbell, £184; Dr. Jamieson, £100; Milhugen,
£100; Southey, £455; James Montgomery, £150;
Sharon T'urner, £200; Tom Moore, £300; Banim,
£150; Sir Williain Ouseley, £100; Miss Mittord,
£100, and the widow and descendants of DPaley
(eight persons) £200, or £25 cach. The total sum
bestowed upon the literature and science of Great
Britain and {reland is therefore about £4,000,ina pen-
sionllist of £132,554, or less than one-thirtieth of the
whole!!

CABINET OF SCIENCE.

Georocy—The superficies of our planct is caleu.
lated to contain abom one hundred and mmnety il
lions of square miles ; but could we be raised to a
sutticient height above the carth, so asto have its
whole enlightened hemisphere for our horizon, we
might perceive asit revolved under our feet, how
small aportion is fitted for the habitation of man.
More than three fifths of the earth’s surface .are co-
vered by theocean; and it trom the remaming part
we deduct the space occupred by polar ice and eternal
snow, by sandy deserts, sterile mountains, marshes,
rivers and lakes, the habitable poruion will searcely
exceed one fifth of the whole ofthe glube. Nor have
we reason to belicve that at any tormer period, the
dominion of man vver the earth was more extensive
than at present. ‘The remainmg four fitths of our
giobe, though untenanted by mankind, are for the
most part abundantly stocked with animated beings,
that exult in the pleasure of existence, independent
of human control, and no way subscrrient 1o our ne-
cessitics or caprice.  Such is amd has been for sever-
al thousand years the actual condition of our planet;
hence we may feel less reluctance m admitung the
prolonged agesor days of creaion, when numerous
tribes of the lower orders of aguatic amumals hved
and flourished, and left their rencuns imbedded in
the strata that cutspose the vuter crust vt our planct.

The ocean hasbeen an impurtant agent in effecting
vast changes o the surface of vur globe, The a-
verage depth of the sea hasbeen difiviently estimated,
according to Laplace this depth cannut be less than
ten miles, 1o accomut for the hicight of the tides by the
laws of gravitation No adincasurement by suund-
ings has excecded the depth of vne mile and a guar-
ter—Bakewell,

Oniciy or Bogs.—~The origin of many bogs, from
the decay of ancient forests, is strikingly ilustrated
by the fact that the roots of successive generatiots of
trees have been found rooting upon cachather. A
beawtiful instance of a succession of forcsts upon the
same spot oceurs near Portmore, in thecounty of An-
trim, ‘T'he superiicial stratum of bog timber in this
district consists of oak, oftcn of very great dimen.
sions; beneath them we find another stratwin of tim-
ber, consisting almost cntirely of the tunks of fir
trees, In theparliamentary reports concerning the
bogs of Ireland, there is an dccont of a bag in which
there is asuccession of three Jayers of 1os of lirs,

\CABINET OF SCIENCR.

proving that three forests have flourished in succes
sion on the sante spot. In ‘Westmeath, according to-
Archdeacon Vignolles, three layers of trees are to be |
found, alternating with as many beds of peat, from .
three to five fect in thickness. ™ The trees in ecach
layer appear to have arrived at maturity, and could ™’
not have been co-cxistent, These trees are of enor- -
mous size, and many of them bear the marks of fire.
It may appear strange to svine how fir-trees should be -
able to sipport themselves on the unstatable surface
of a bog, bt at present thercare many thriving plan- -
tations of fir-trees in such situations_in several pans
of the country.—Dublin University Magazine.

—

SotpiTy oF SNOW—SUFFERING FROM T'rrtrst.—It mus
appear strange to readers ignorant of the Polar regi-
ons, to hear that the people sulfer more from thiry,
when travelling,than fromall the other inconveniences .
united. By us, at home, where the snow can never
be very cold, where it can therefore be casily melted
by the ordinary heat of the body, and where it can
cven be eaten as a substitute for water, the very dif.
ferent temperature of the same substance in that:
country is casily overlooked, as muny persons are
even ignorant of this fact. No great inconvenience
can occur asto this matter, where its heat is rarch
much below the freczing point, and scarcely evu
fallsas low astwenty degrees. Itisa very difleren.
thing, when perbaps the highest temperature of the
snow, during the winter months, is at Zero, and when
it often fallsto minus fifly or more, or to cighty de .
arces below the point at which we should attemptw
thaw or catit in England. Werc it not so bad a con
ductor as it is, we could, in this country, no moretah
it into the mouth, or hold it inthe hands,than if it was |
so much red hot iron: but from that cause this con
sequence atleast does not fullow. The eflect, ne
vertheless, which it does produce is that of increax
ing, instead of removing, the thirst wlich it is endes
voured toquench ; so that the natives prefer cudur- ;.
ing the utnost extremity of fecling, rather thanat O3
temptio remove itby the cating f shew. S

peay

Cunrcoar, Dusonn, axp Loswr  Stean—~The,
chateua} of commerce contains salis and other 1 -
purities ; the purest is that suld under the denomina
tion of Jamp-black.—Chemically considered theda ¢
mond is purecathun,  “The identity of these substan. -
ces <o apparemly dissimilar, is proved by a variety »
experiments. By combustion i oxygen gas, it fure
the same as (carbonic acid) as carbon,  The oxyae
may be separatad from thisby agniung patassiun i
ame the carban is Tiberated. — Whether the drunond a
comnmun charcusl have been ewployed in the torima 3%
tiun of catbonic acid, the residual catbon, after the - 33
decompusition of the gas by potassiam, 3s black ant
opague.  Mr. Hemming (in 2 hue learare) said tha 153
the incredulity of thuse who consider at unpossible thit
the diamond wasonly a purer Kind of charcoal msgh &
perhaps, be shaken, if he could prove by an expen
ment thit a substance aliavstas dissimilar in appon
ance to charcoal, namely, lozaf sugar, was really b ig
tle besides charcoal. A picce of fine white Joaf sugar 5
wasthen dissolved in water, and on adding sulpbun. e
acid v it, the whole mass beeame instuntanconsly i
opaque black solid substance, which was charconl.




CABINET OF THEOLOGY.

Tur EviDENCE rrOM MinacLes aNn PrROPIECY.
Its Necessiry axo Natuee.

‘We must aduit also that the great laws of the ma-
terial universe are so uniform in their operations as
32 thataf any marked suspension takes place—if in the
midst of their even and regular carcer they are sud-
denly stopped, anda power greater than their own in-
terposes to controt them, that power is God's—and 1t
the man in whose favour suchinterpositions are grant-
ed, claims to be_commissioned to reveal the will of
Godto man, and such interpositions is brought upon
‘the laws of nature in such connection with his reve-
“i#lation asto evince that claim, it is thetestimony of God
—itis the great seal of Heaven stamped upon his
33 commission—it discloses the omnipotence of God,
% sanctioning his claim toinspiration,

2
3

ST

#® A voice from heaven would not answer the pur-
2% pose.  If aman wereto inform the world that he had
]:card a voice from heaven, how few would believe
% him ! How much room would there be for skepti-
cismand ridicule! You hecard a voice, did you?
You heard a voice, saying, * Iam God, and such 1s
' my will,” &c.? But how do you know it was the voice
of God 7 Oiher invisible spirits may speak, possibly,
and claim tobe God:  How do you know but it may
Z havebeenthey who spoke A bright angelic vist-
want, with sparkling eyes, and glittering wings, and
. glowing tongue, would not sufiice, without the proper
3 signature of God to his own mission. For who can
% te)l whether he wastruly an angelof light, or Satan
¢ transformed 7 Our faith would not reston God, but
on the angel ; and whether he came from heaven or
not, would rest on hisown testunony, not on the testi-
mony of God. Supposea man should present huu-
sclf 1o me and say, ¢ Sir Iperceive you are in grei.
darkness, and I am sent to teach you the way to God.”
1 would reply, ¢ Sir, Iam much obliged to you, but
5 what evidence have youto shuw that heaven has sent
i vou? I ammuchin thedark,and need teaching, but
¥ Iwantto know who iy teacher is,and whence he
-derives his commission to teach.,” e says, “1can
% perform a thousand wouderful feats, whose manner
of’ vperatich you cannot exphin.” ¢ True, but they
contain no evidenee of superhuman power—I know
that you knuw how you du them, though I cannot tel)
the manner, and I sce ho reason to think them above
the cunning, craftiness and dexterity of man.  They
are all sleight of hand. They are none of them
} works which none but God can do. They are lymz
wonders, and give me no confidence in your author:-
. “Well, 1 can perform things superhuman, amd
show you wonders which no mortals can perform.”
¢ It may beso; and yet these wonders may not surpass
the power of created agents ; for heaven and hellare
full of mighty spirits; and how am Itoknew that
your aid isnot from the father of lics to deecive me ?
Can you govern the laws of nature at your bidding—
can you command or stop the showers of heaven—
can you send pestilence and drive away discases—
.can you raise the dead—can you stopthe sun ? These
are the seal of Hecaven. Show methis seal on your
<ommission, and I will believe you are sent of God,
and are authorisedto teach his will.

« I knowthatifhe can do all this, he must come from
L God. If hecan stop the sun in his course—if he can
¢ produce rain for ten days at agiven hour—if his
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owerbeto shake the pillars of heaven, Iask no more.

am certain this is God. Noman,nor devil, norangel,
can do that. I knowthatGod is with him, and have
confidence that his mission is authentic.

But such are the evidences upon which we rely to
subdtantiate the Bible as the word of God’s revelation
for our guidance, for time and etcrnity. And this
cvidence js contained in the miracles and prophecies
connected with that beok,

A miracle i+ such a ~ontrol uf the the laws of nature,
as nonebut God, who made the world, can accom-
plish.  And in such velations to a revelation as give it
the divine attestation,

And prophecy is such a record, in the revelation of
future evenis—such _and so many as no finite mind
could foresee or conjecture.—Beecher.

Tug JupomesT.—When the first day of judgment
happened—that of the universal deluge of waters upon
the old world, the calamity swelled Jike the flood, and
every man saw hisfriend perish, and the neighbors
of his dwelling, and the relatives of his house, amd
the sharers of his joys, and yesterday’s bride, and the
new-born heir, the priest of the family, and the honor
ol the kindred—all dying or dead, drenched in water
and the Divine vengeance; and then they had no
place to flee unto—nv man caved for their souls; they
had none to go unto for counvel, no sanctuary
high cnough to keep them from the vengeance that
rained down from heaven; and soit shall he at the
day of judgment, when thatworld and this, and ail
that <hall be born hereafter, shall pass through the
~ame Red Sea, and be all baptized with the same fire,
and be involved in the same cloud, in which shall be
thunderingsandticrrorsinfinite; every man's fear shall
be increased by his neighbors? shrieks, and the amaze-
ment that all the world shall be in, shall unite as the
<parks of a raging furnace intoa globe of fire, and
roll upon its own principle, and increase by dircct ap-
earances, and intolerable reflections.  He that stands
in a church-yard in the time of a great plague, and
hears the passing-bell perpetually telling the sad sto-
ries of death,and sees crowds of infected bodies press-
ine to their graves, and others sick and tremulous,
and death.dressed up m all the images olsarrow, round
about him, is not supported in his spirit by the va-
ricty of his sorfow:  and at duomsday, when the
terrors are universal, besides that it is dtself so
much greater, because it can affright the whole world,
it i~ also made greater by communication and a sor-
rowtnl influenee; griefbeing then strongly infectious,
when there is no variety of state, but an cntire king-
dom of fear; and amazement is the kingof all our
passions; and all the world its subjecis: and that
carick must needs be terrible. when millions of men
and women, at the same instant, shall fearfully cry
ont, and thenni<e <hall mingle with the trumpet of the
archangel, with the thunders of the dying and groon-
ing heavens, and the crack of the_dissolving world,
wiren the whole fabric of nature shall shake into dis-
solution and cternat ashes—Jeremy Laylor.
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POETRY.

GRAVES.

BY GEORGE MENZIES, NIAGARA.

Go to the graves, and ask of them,.

~ How notelessly have fled

The days so full of life to thee,
O'er their forgotten dead

And when thy chequered earthly years
Have run their mystic race,

As hushed will be the foot of time,
Alove thy dwelling place.

Go—ifthy spirit fain would lcarn
The blessedness of prayer—

Gotothe graves at even-tide,
And breathe thy vespers there.

O1 tread not idly on the spot
‘Where dreamless sleepers be—
The voiceless dust beneath ihy feet,

Once waked and wept like thee.

Each relic there, howe’er minute,
And hid from mortal ken,

Is pregnant with a germ of life,
That will not die again,

The grave is sacred—for the dust
‘Within its dark abode,

Renascent, yet shall walk inall
The glorions light of God?

The grave is koly—know ye not,
‘That He who came to save
The dying from the power of dcath,
Qace slumbered in the grave?

To Hint who owned that carthly grave,
The victory was given—

And hopes are clustering round it now,
That link the soul with heaven.

———

SCOTTISH MISSIONARY MELODY.
BY THE SAME.
We are verily guilty concerning our brother.—-Gen, xlii 91,

There is darkness abroad o’er yon beautiful Yand—+
The darkness of Mind—the free spirit is cramped ;
And lo! on the brow of the Christian a brand
Of rudeness more vilethanthered man’s is stamped.
Whyis it that Mind in that glorious clime,
Should springinto life but tosicken and wither?
Are we travellers to Zion—then ours is the crine=—
“ Weare verily guilty cencerning owr brother.”

POETRY.

We are lighted away to the bome of our rest,
In the bright land of promisc by Bethlehem's Star;

But to those in the deep forest wilds of the West,
The rays of itsglory beam faintly afar,

There arc Scotsmen in exile, and withthemthey bear
Hoeme memorics that sorrow and time may not

smotker;

But the Sabbaths of Scotland, alas! are not there—

“YWe are verily guilty concerning our brother.”

Away, then, away—the sad struggle is past;
O’er the sleepless Atlantic our vessel is bound;
And the bread that we now »n the deep waters cast,
Perchance after many long days may be found.
We have come; but a guerdon more holy than fame,
Hath lured usthrough anguish and jeopardy hither
And yet thereis room—let the loiterers exelaim,
“We are verily guilty concerning our brother.”

*Gpper Canada,

am——

THOUGH 1E SLAY ME, TET WILL 1 TRUST IN M ~IOB,
How casy it is to register a vow!

| How casy toothe willing knee to bow,

And say a prayer with soul-decciving art,

And mock our Maker with an absent heart.

0! keep my heartby thine almighty power.
Great God of grace, in every passing hour;
And let thy Spirit all my thoughts sustain—
For surely thon wilt not be sought in vain.

Q! let my trust unshaken stand in thee,

And in thy strength my every purpose be$ )
‘What time my heant, deceived from thee would stray,
Then look on Christ, and turn thy wrath away.
When frantic ire and strife around me rage,
And deadly war men with their brethren wages
When passions fierce disturb the social frame,
And wicked men profanc thy holy name;
Make plain my path-—my heart inclining still,
To read thy providence, and do thy will :

Or if perchance death’s shafts about me speed,
A present help be Thou in time of need:

Let not presumption turn me from the way
Oftruth and grace, O Lord ! I humbly pray ;-
Bat if thy holy cause my frailties blot,

Then in thine anger, Lord, rebuke me not.

Brockville. FABUN.

NOTICE S0 CORRESPONDENTS. .

The Editor regrets that he has been under the ne-
cessity of omitting the “Practical Sermon” for the
present month, for want of room. 'We offer our apo-
lugy to** A Layman of the Scottish Church,” for d
laying so long the publication of his * Remarks m{k’
Legislative Incorporation of the Church.”" They will
appear in our next.  We think it proper, however,
10 state that we entirely dissent fromsome of hisepi:
jons; and our hope is, thatthe insertion of his paper
may lead to a profitable discussion of the subject lrei,!-;
edol in referencc to Canada.  B. R. * On the i
flucnee of Exumple,” andseveral other Comnunicd

tious not yet noticed, will receive duc attention.



