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NEWS OF TI{E WEEK.

It is with deop regrot we chronielo this week
thedeathof the renowned and far-famod A fri-
can Explorer, Dr. Livingstoy, which ovent
is said Lo have talon placo as far pack as
15th of August. 1o died of dysentry whilo

" travelling from l.ake Bembe to Anyanyem-
be. “llis body his been embarked, aud is
being conveyed {o England by way of Zanzi
bar  His doath will bo a griefand a loss Lo
tho whole civilized world,

Horr Brenner, tha German
Africa, in a letter o Dr.
Gotha, dated Zanibar, says De. Livingstono
died on tho 15th of August. This date
differs from that of a previous roport, but
nll deubls bavoe beon sob atb rest by an offi.
cial despateh recoived by the Govornment
to day from Zanzibar; which states tho cir-
cumstances that Dr Livingstone died in
Lobisa after crossing marches, with the water
at one time for thirce hours consecalively
above the waist. ‘I'ho sufferings of his
wholo party wers terrible, and ten of thom
died in consequenco. The members of
Caumneron‘s expedition wero suffering from
fever and oplhalmin, Lut would await tho
arrival of the doctor’s remains anl bring
thom to Ujiji. From tho latter plac: they
would boe conveyed to Zanzibar, whero it is
expecled thoy w.ll arrivo noxt month.

f{on. Benjamin Disraoli, in an address to
his constituents in Buckinghamshire, seok-
ing re-claction to Parliamont, strongly con-
demns the courso of the Government. The
Premier is charged with having violated tho
constitutional law by persisting for several
months in occupation of a seal to which ho
was no longer entitled, and the action of the
Ministry in inaugurating the Ashntoo gar
withoul communicating with Larliament on
tho subject ia severoly denounced. Disracli
says ho finds nothing dofinite in Gladatono's
address Tegarding tho policy of the Iatter,
oxcept that he intends to apply a largo
surplus to the romission of taxation, which
would bo tho course of any Ministry. The
principal mo1suros of rolief, spoken of by
Gladstone, havo always bexn fayoured by
Consorvatives. It would have been far bot.
tor for tho country if within the last five
years the foreign policy of the Government
liad been a little more energolic, Disracli
charactorizes the argumeont for tho exten-
sion of household sufleage to counties as
follacious, and says that no one bLas more
strongly opposed the contemplated assinula
tion of tho franchiso than the Premior.

It is announced that Quecn Vietorix had
accopted tho dedication of asacred work,
* Tho Annunciation,” composed by AL Gou.
nod, on the words arranged from the Dro-
Phets and tho Gospelby Mrs. Woldon, M.

explorer of
{Telbeman, of

Gounod hns also expressly arranged, for
four hauds, *Jeanne d’Arc’ for hor Mnjeaty
and Princoss Beatrico. These works  will
shortly bo publishad,

At nrocent meeting of tho Cork 1larbor
Commiissioners, a report ofa committeo was
read recommonding great works on the Lee,
1he recommendation of the commtteo 13
that jetties Do erectad i the river, tho
river La dacpenod at a coast of £20,000, and
subscquently that 2 udal basin bo construct-
ed in the parkat a cost of £100,000,

At tho last meeting of tho students of the
liternry society in connectlion witis St. An-
drow's University, the debata was whothor
Boha's translations or Bass' beer wero tho
greater benefactors to students, (he sub-
ject called fortha lively discussion, and at
tho closo tho meetling docided in favour of
tha beer Ly the casting voto of the chairman:
The debate w13 justprior to tho dispersion
for Christmas holidays,

An English paper suggests « useful open
ing for the cmpluyment of woman ¢ right
womau.,  The buaggage train in the British
expedition on {ho Gold Coastis mads up
chicffy of woman, who are found to bo mnore
usoful thau the men, and who claun tho
right to whip thuse of tho litter who roluse
tofight. 113 propused thit somo strong:
mindod women night bo advantageously
employed us oilicers over these black Ami-
zons.

The Russian troops employed in the
Khivan oxpedition wero fal chiefly on bis®
cuts composed ono third of flour of rye, one-
third of beof reducad to puwder, and ono-
third of sauerkraut also reduced to potvder.
Tho solliei s ars stated to have had a groat
telieh for thus food, and therr good hicalth
dunug the expedition 1s attibuted in groat
part to the usoe of it.

Gen. La Marmorn has published a lotter
maintaimng the teuth of s statents in
rogwd to negouating at ons Limo for tho
cassion ol German torritory to Ifrance, n
which hesays Princo Bismark participatod.
Tho letter 1 a roply to Prince Rismark's
rocons demal of tho whols story 11 tha Prus-
sian Landtag,

Raports have roachod Madrid that Gen:
eral  Motionoes commanding the army of
tho north has rusad the bLlockade of B:ibas.

The repairs to tho Madoleine, in Paris
necossitatod by the injurios rocetvad by that
building during the Cummuno, are now com-
plotely terminated., Fhoy have cost 20.000
francs. .

Tho clieapest newspapor in tho wasld is
tho London” Duily Sua, which is sold at the
rats of six copins for a peiny, yet its circu-
lation is only 40,000.

A tolegram from Rome says: It is highly
proYable that an Buglish prelato will bo ap-

pointed Uardinal at the secon:l Conastory,
which is to bo held at Easte:,

Sir Walsor Soott’s novels aro now sold ag
throe penco apisca in Lanlon, and tho deal
ors suy that his books are rea-d now only by
the humblest class of buyers.

Mr Notan, Secietary of tho Irish Anmuesyy
Associition, announces his intention uf cop)
testing the clection of Mr, Gladstons g
Greontwich, ¢

Tho Irench Assemibly have appointed n
Commiittee to lijunlate the Cival last of the
late Emperor Napoleon. Lt said that the
majority of tho members of the Committee
Oppioses the Convention lately entored mto
botwoen the Government and the Ewmpross
Euagenio.

Leicester Square hias been preseutad o
tho ey of Leandon, and is to bo converted
nlo an ornamental park,

Th~ * panish Goverumant 23 13sued uy
order closing tho Alphansist aluns in Maden

Tho Culists rep st that Swtander nnld
Portugaiite surrondered uneonditton dly .
their forcas on the 22ud fusl., nud an entipe
Segovia battaiion, a number of artllarymen
and engineors, 1,300 Remungion, 4u0 Minig
tifles, and tiww canvon lolf nto therr hands,

Genaral Walsaloy, s1ys 2n oxchange, has
writen & privatn lotter o = gentleman iy
Winnipeg, datad at the seat of waz, in which
horomarks: =1 wish [ had {wo hundred
Canadian volunteers with him °

The Army and Nuey Guzetle of the oy
Januarg, eontans  tha following mnoticy:
Qunrlgr Master Higgins wasin Montreal wugly
tho Rifls Brigule during tho timo Princo
Alfred was sorving with tho Ist Battalion m
Cantla, and has mauy friends who will L
glad to lown of kLis gsod fortune. “Tho
officers Jow serving, and many who havs
sorved in the Ist Battalion Rifle Brigade,
have Dprosented Quartor Master \V, Higgiue,
on his learing the rogiment, with avory
handsomo salver and tes and broalkfust ser-
vice in silver, as a mark of their fricnedsing
and estoon, aunl in recognition of hus ser
vicos in the Battilioy Jdariug the last thirty
fivo yoars, Quultaer Mastor lligging was
recently transforred Lo tha 45l Dapoat Bri.
gyda at Canterbury.”

Froderick Douglaea 10 seived
oologrcd citizens of St. John, N, B.. a tosi.
monial in the shaps of » gold-mounted cane
containing & telasc o aned a mariner's com
pass,

Irom tlo

A testimonal, consisling of a tav soprvies
and an addross, was bresented 10 Georga
Broan, tho champion oarsman, by somaof
his Picton adwmirors. o presontation was
mado amid great applause.
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THE CANADIAN MILITIA,

Wosoo from eoritiques in soma of onr
contemporarles, that Lieut. Col. Flotoher
has written & pamphlet on tho Militia 8ys
tom of Canadn, We inlended roproducing
tho fullest wo could find, thit of the Globe
bofore this, but huve been prevented by the
pressure of political matter that would stand
no donial. IHowever, we publish, toduy,
our comtomporary’s raview, which we doubt
not will possess an intorest for most of our
readers, though it is o litilo old. Wo need
hardly say that tho subjoct is ono in which-
tho people of this country have always man
ifested lively concern. Events for the last
twelve years would haye kept the Militia be
fore the public eye, whether inclined to
think much about the property of na per-
manent institution of this kind or not.
People had bagun to grow indifferent as to
the Militin, when the American Civil War
nroko out, buta change then took place,
and the occurrenco of the ‘I'rent difliculty-
ovoked generil enthusiasin it regard to its
improvement in organization, strength and
all the conditions requisite to an efficient
defensive forca, We had noxt the Mili-
tary Schools, of tho Sandfield Macdonald
Ministry, changes in machinery, in the
staff, and a varietv of experiments intended
to render our citizan goldiery capable ofany
gervice, delensive oroftensive. In our opin
ion somn wise measures wero taken, and
some good achieved. It would be wonder—
Jul not to suy very discreditabie, wero it
otherwise, For have we not had Colonels of
th: Rregular Army, and the oflicers of all
grades below them in our Militia, gives us
the benefit of their experience, which has
been supplementsd by that of the Generals
and other ofticers in commuand of Her M4
Jesty’s Army in Canudn for many years 2 Wo
have bud Generals Lord Russell Sir John
Michel, McDougall, Wolseley, Cols. Atchor
loy. Ross, anda host more. With all .lus
professional Hght and skill we might have
been expected to strike out some system
worthy of confidence and adapted to our
circumslances  Moreover, though not
wealthy people, we have spent a good deal
of money on our Militia, about amillion and
a half per annuay of late years, and bave
given car Regular Commanders in chief, or
Adjutants General, ample opportunity of
distingunishing themselves as military organ-
izers, tncticians and ndministraiors. They
hive experimented, planned and executed
both in tho field and the closet. The upshot
of it all is dissatisfaction at the stato of the
Militia, owing to conspicuous failuro in many
parts of the country, discontent among offi-
cers. and apathy with the men. Of courso
a large turn out can be got in certain parts
of Ontario, with’ energetic drumming up on
the part of populur officers, but such dis’
plays are due more to respect for individual
commanders than interest in the cause, or
any agréenblo operation of the militia mach-
inery. From various causes the force is not
in good humour, esprit de corps is wanting,
and that pride which stimulates officers and
men to do their best to master their drill
and maio a good appearance on prade. We
have not space, éven had wo the requisito
knowledge, to analyze tho causes of this
stato of things; it is as well, however, to
point itout, leaving to competent authori-
ties the duty of providing a remedy for the
ills and deficiencies existing. Thoro is con-
siderable difference of opinion abroad as (o
the hest force for Canada. Some, though
we shall not say e are of the number, be-
lievo that a good force like the Irish Police,
picked men, trained and quartered like sol-

diersrendy tomove wherever ordered, mud |,

not constuntly ohnnging in personnal, would !
be tho best for us, ‘Chisidea, springs from
tho nssumption that war with tho States is
unlikely. Others contend that a militia
upon the present pian, but improved in
muny respecte, would be more suituble. Col,
Fletcher woull profer a_smal] military force
us o model for our militia, and n nuclous,
with a set of training schools for commis
sioned and non commissioned oflicors. All
these schewes nro worthy of consideration,
with a view to theudoption ofsome one pro:
mising permanenco and efliciency.

Wo hiwe had, it must ba confessed, n fair
oxperience of British military oflicers in con
nection with our Militin, They hava had
largo grants of money and abundant lati
tude in thew, no doubt, well meant under
takings, Admittmg then, that the foreo is
not what 1t ought to be, might it not be well
tosee 1f wo have not in Canada some men
capmble of dealing with this question, and
suggesting tho necessary reforms? Capoe
dians, like Col. Powell, for example, the
Aoting Adjutant General, know best tho
resources of the- country in men and ma-
terial, while their acquaintances with tho
tomperament and habits of our people is far
more intimato and reliable than that of
were military birds of passage from Eng:
lad, such ns wo havo had already, Tho
above offiter has spent nearly twenty years
in the forre, las risen through its varions
grades, has helped to work the different sys-
tems introduced here, and, beiug an inte}hi-
gent, painstaking oflicinl, must hnve noticed
their virtues and defects. Ho is, ke Col.
Stevenson, of Montre.l, 8 man who takes
# prule in the lorce, who has devoted all his
time and talents to its demands and futer-
ests, and must bo_compoetent to propound
views on the subject deserving of public
consideratton.  Col. Powell 1s now ongaged
in the preparation of the Aunual Militia
Report, we understand in which he will set
forth some carcful reflections upon tho Mili-
tin and make weli-considered recommend.
ations, with the object of 1ts 1improvement,
o the advantage and sutisfaction of the
peoplo of Canada, We shull look: for this
report with yolittle interest.— Outaica Times.

CULONEL FLETCHER ON THE MILITIA
SYSTEM.

Colonel Fletcher, the Military Secretary
of tis Exceliency the Governor General,
hasin a pamphlet of 20 pages, givén the-
peoplo of Canadn his viows on the present
condition of the militia in the Douwinion,
and ou what he believes to be necessary to
mako it really efficient for the purpose it
was inlended to serve,

Tho basis of the presentsystem is that all
the male populntion from IS to 60, not ex-
empted or disqualified by law, and being
Eritish subjects, should bo enrolled for
miluary pwiposes. This force, numbering
for the four older Provinces 694,008, is
divided into four clesses. The first of *heso
consists of the unmarried and widowers with-
out children batween the ages of 1S and 30.
Ihe second the samo description of persons
under 45.  The third, all those betweon 18
and 45 who are married, or are widowers
with.childven, While the fourth comprises
all the enrolled population from 45 to 60.
From this number the aciive militia, limited
at present to- 43,000, is raised by voluntary
enlistment and engaged for three years. If
Decessary & ballot may be restored to, but
this has never yet been tried. Tho period
of yearly drill for this forco is, according to

to law, not moro than sixteon days and not
less than ecight ‘Tho forco mssembled for
such dtill in 1872 was 30,144, and tho estim*
ated cost for the wholo was $1,519,400. It
may bo, then, concluded that (o havo hlittle
ovor 30.000 volunteers drilled, ns wo have
them at prosont, costs about a willion and a
half of dollars.  "The question then proposed
by Colonel Fletcher, and discussed in this
pamphlot, is, whether or not for .10 monoy
o moro availablo and soldierly body of
troops could not bo organized, and onge more
suitablo for purposes eithor of atiack or do-
fence, should cither in the course of timo be
necessury. Tho point is dircussed with por

fect fuirness, though, of course, with the
strong leaning of a military man for a regu-
lar standing body of troops, and with, per

haps, and unidue fear of possible hostilitics
between tlus country and the States, At
the same time, it is only fair to keep in view
that possibility is the only reason for having
a militin force at all ; and if it is desirable to
have such an organizition, it is desirable to
have 1t thoroughly aflicientand prepared for
for every- cmergency. .

Wo do not even give an outline of Col*
onel Fletlchor's argumont. Sufficient to
say that lhe holds that the tendency—as
things ave at prosent, with noregular forces
lo bo tuken as n standard of what military
training and effectiveness ought to be—wiil
always bo towards detorioration both in drill
and the whole militay organizition of the
forco. T'o countoract this while the defenco
of the country would always be in the mili-
tia, thoe Colonel would have a small permu*
ently embodied forco which might form a
model, and which might also furnish com*
petently trainedofticers, both commissioned
and non‘commissioned to the nctive mulitia
when on drill or on active service. Ilo
would have threo training schools, at each
of which purt of this small force, consisting
of the three arms— cavalry, artillery, and
infantry—would bo stationed and drilled.
fo thoso schools all officers recommended
for commissions would be required to go
for 8:x months,and the peceipt of their coms
mussions would devend upon the ability dis
played during the course of instruction,
Whenover a regimental piomotion took
placo (and ne other should be allowed), the
person so promoted ought to attend three
months at cno of these military schools, and
be required to socuro a certificate before
such promotion was confirmed. Then the
privates, &c., at these schools ho would have
enlisted fora year from tho localities to
which the militia regiments of the district
belongs with further onlistment, if they
chose, of five years more. Thesecould go
ou: at tho yearly drill, and be. corporals
and sergeants in their local companies. In
this way there would bo duffusedin time,
1 the estimation of the Colonel, a thorough
mihitary dridl, and a sufficiently high stan*
durd to boe held up to all the embodied
voluhkteers as a model. There are other
suggostions as to the best manner of heving
the yearly duill of the general force made as
cffective as possible,

Tho expense of tho whole, according. to
Colonel Fletcher's idea, would not be more
than 2 mithon and a half dollars, and that
according to the following scale:

Threo schools, each $200,000...... £600,000
Allowance to cadets undergoing
traming..... e eeesiacanctean. 5,000

Yearly training,ot 28,000 officersand
men forsixteon days. ..... ...on... 4

00,000
Ordinary Contingent Militia Sor-

VICOi.iceaiievensnansianrvaneaes 489,000
$1,584,000

—Toyonto Globe,
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OBSERVATIONS ON CUASI' DEFENCE.

Wo aro indebted to Licutenant-Colonel
von Iundt, of the German Marine Artillery,
for the follow valuablo idens on this intorest
ing subjects ;—

Genceral Ideas,~Const dofenca ‘mplies the
aggrogato of the defensive mensures ro-

uired to ropel hostilo attacks from tho sen.
To protoct each individual point on a lino o
coast would entail ~ecdless expenditure and
an injudicious extonsion of the forces avail
ablo for the defence. The crection of do-
fensive works should,therefore, be restiicted
to certain-important paiats conun wding the
uppronches to grent naval establishmenis
and the principal commereial vorts, Asa
rule, tho defer~ -~ works should bo ata
distanco of 7000 metres (1} English miles)
from the pointsto be detouded, but this
must, of course, depend upon the ciicum
stances of ench locality. In every cgse, the
assistanco of a committeo of experienced
naval officers will be requisito to secure relj
able information as to the number of vessels
which it will be practicable to bung intu
action in the waters under con ideration.
The number and sizes of the works must be
proportioned (o the posssible development
of the attack. The greater the number of
ships tho enemy can deploy,the more power
ful must be the defence.

1 osition of the Works.—X. The defensivo
works should be 8o placed that the enemy's
ships can only engage them in very linited
numbers at ranges under 3800 métres.(two
tvo-filths English miles). If the enemy
could bring tive or six powerful ironcluds
into action at this range, ho would fiul
httle difficulty insilencing nt least the outer
live of defence. Ho need not fear serious
loss, and his ships could ensily be retiied
out of astion if disabled. 1f,on the contrary,
utalike range, ho could ouly command s
front of 1500 to 1800 méires, at most two w
three ironclads could atlack in cumpany,
and then care would be required o pravent
fouling in the heat of action. Heavy iron-
clads—despite their sizo—are not very for-
widable if they have not roowm enough to
manceuyre with ease and factlity.

3. Coast batteries should bring a cross fire
on the whole surface of the adjacent water,
and also sweep the shore, 50 as to render 4
bont-attack impossible,

3. Lines of defence should be 80 traced
that they may not be exposed to enfilade
from the enemy’s ships, Traverses would
bo of no use against the heavy ordnance
now carried. “Enfilasde fire from any point
onghore is less to bo dreaded, as traverses
would probably bean efficient protectioy
against any guus which it would be practical
to land,

4. Every schemo of coast-defence should
include some forts or baiteries nt puints
Wwhere the cnemy's fire, even with modorn
long ranges ordnance, cannot reach, which
shall remain intact until the decisive mo.
ment of attack, Thero should also be son.o
advanced batteries to prevent the enemy's
ships at once engaging the main works,

5. When the coust' allows of such an ar-
Iangement, tho shore:batteries may ba con.
structed on heights. The higher the site of
8 coast battery, the grentér its’ superiorty
acquired by ity artillery fire over that of op
posing vessels, decreasos rapidly i fecuracy
a8 the angle of elevation increases. When a
battory has a sufficient command, its pro-
Jeetiles strike down almost vditically on the
the cnemy's decks— n description of fire
peculiarly  destructive to rudders and
screws, end therefore particulary detriment-
ol to ironclads, A height of 364 métres

b

.

(IV0 German feet) abovo the sor-level 13
eonsidered very favourable; ono “of 15+
mbtres (50 German feet) only is consilered
insuflicient,

6. Bittries to covor
the important obstacles should hayo at least
{.?wo thirds of their armament of hoavy cili-

re.

Obstacles to bar the ontrance of & ohan
nol or harbour are usually arranged in a
doublo lino—an outer or advanced line, and
arunline.  The outor line is todelay the
enemy's vessels as long as possible under
effective firoof tho batteries,and #9 to chock
the rigour of the attack aglinst the m:tin
line, It should consist ot & lina of torpa
does moored with chiin-cibie of suitahls
lengths, It should e TUU to 900 métres
from tho muin line.

The main line should bo sufficiently strone
to render it impussible for the enemy's shipy
to break troush it without first stlencing tho
fire of the works on shore. It may bo form.
el of several lines ot torpedoes or floating
obstaeles,

7. Many officors consider it best to havo

divide their forees as much as possible. The
advocates of tins plan overlook an import.
ant consideration, i.e, the difficulty thus
entailed in the general direction of tha o
fence. This difliculty can only be metin
ono way, Z.0, by increasing the numbor of
officers of the Coast Artillery, so thit there
may always be a sufficient nuamber of pro-
perly-qualified officers available to under:
tako the responsibility of defendingindivid-
ual forts and batteries.

Coast dofences may be broadly defined to
consiat of two sorts:—I1. Covored works; 2,
Uncovered onrth works,

Cavered Works.—~The distructive powers
of the ennrmous projectiles used with mod-
ern naval ordnance are so great that
armour is judispeasable for all works near
the sea-level, particulary for those in the
exterior line of defence.  In such cases, the
guns are pliced. in ranges of shot proof
iron-turrets, or behind armour-plated breast-
works. Recourse is bad to tarrets when it
is necessary to occupy sandbanks or low:
lving islnds, or any important puint suffi -
ciently lowplaced to be commanded by the
fira of the enemy's vessels. As n rule,
works having their ferrre pleins 10 to 13
metres or more above high water mark do
not need turrets; it is sufficient to plate tlie
battery and its traverseswithiron, The thick-
ness of the armour-plates should ba such
that they may not be penotrated by pro-
Jeetiles of larga calibre.” There should be
no backing orfilling-in with earth! EBarthen
merlons and traverses are very unsatisface
to-y defences in'such cases. The bursting
of a shell of large size in the vicinity ofa
gun will placa it, fora while, as completely
hors de combat as though it had struck it
direct. ‘lho bursting of an clongated pro
Jectile in the earth between armourplates
will place guns temporarily kors de combat,
oven at distances of 75 métres (82 yards).
Tho bores of the picces, the brakes of the
hydraulic lifts, the shides, and the platforms
themselves gét so much clogged with the
loosé earth scattered about in all directions
that it becomesabsolutely neceasary. to cease
firing. We may instancé a case at Gruson's
works, of a 28 centm,, spherical chilled ivon
shell, which lodged inan ecarthen mound,
and bursting, scattered the earth over other
guns, at distances varying from 35to 75
melres, in such quantity that a considerable
time elasped beforo thoy could be cloared

again roady for action,” Wo ¢an imagine

lines of torpedoes or,

a large number of balteries with a fow guns,
in oich, soas to compel the assailants to*

what wauld bo the effuct of nn elnnyg itel
wrojentile of equal cilibea The men of the
2un drtachmonts, ton  in this wiy often re
caiverd eontusions incapraitating for the per-
formance of thelr duties for somo timn, By
putting the guns in shot orosf turrats wo
Secure the advantage of both guns and men
being completely under cover. Travers s
are not necded ; and 80 spare and labour nte
saved also. But, turrots are enormously
axpensive; financinl considerations therefore
require that they ahould bo employad only
whoro they ara nbsolutely agsontiale

When works aro simply protected by caste
iron armanr plaing the eist is, of courae,
less  Taking into rceount tha penctration
powers of molern naval omlnancs, these
plates shontd havo a thicknngs of 12 (Ger-
man) inches (o m. 314). It is uselass to
axceel thig limit, as the artillery contest
will rarely bo carried on at rauges un lar
1509 mérves, gnd aven nt this d's.qoco o 48
centm shot will not go through + 121ach
iron plate,

"To cover the men and gung efhiciontly, the
armour shoald be cazriad up (0 a height of
at least 53 (German) leet (lan. 68). B .r-
hettes and tewerses on 2 sgu-fronts should
have their reverse slopes plated as well.
Heretofore it has beer. usual (0 place Liay-
erses on either side of each gun .nd to
¢ rry them up above the level of the ad
jicent morlons. In this wiy they give un
embrisure like appeirance to the crest of
tha work when raised in front which planly
indicates the pusitions of the gun and
affords a convenient mark at long ranges,
The wdvantages gained.in respectof defil«de,
by high traverses have therefore been
abandoned, and they are not now carried
higher than 1m. 78 above the terreplein,

Lurthen Works.—Earthen works on ele-
vated sites have no need of a ,shot-proof
mask ofthe above descripuion. The guns,
in point of fuct, are only exposed to the fire
of the enemy's ships at considerable dig.
tances, at which the chances of bitting are
greatly diminished. A bombardment would
have (little effect on works at a distance of
150 to 225 métres from the water, and sep-
arated from it by a smooth, sloping glacis,
In such a case, the majority of the enemy’s
shells aould burstn front or in rear of the
mark. Thenenrerthe vessela mightapproach,
tho less effective their fire wourd become.
Forts, like orugen aund Olerjagersburg, or
Kiel roadstead, are so well placed that it
appears very questionable whether they
could be silanced even by a considerable
forco of irunclads. The tlnckness of the
parapet should bo at least forty German foet,
80 that it may witustaud the shock of the
heaviest projectiles,

Lrecaution aganst Sudden Attacks,— Aftor
a declaration of war, within a very few days
at farthest, coasts will be liable to atiack,
Now at this time.the augmentation-men
will prohably not yot have come in, and the
const-garrisons wiil stll be very weak,
Should the enomy succeod in effecting a
landing the worls might svon be carried.
An hour would suffico to put tho heaviest
calibro Zors de combat. But, even-under the
conditions just supposed, this could not bo
accomplished if the works had boen proper-
ly finished beforehand, An escarp of mas—
onaty, and a fow flanking caponnieres, well
supplied with mitrailleuses, ought to enable
avery small number of men to hold ous
against ‘the attacks of a far superior force
until the arrival of reinforcements from the
neighbourig garrisons. If palisades are con-
sidered requisite, thoy should be put up in
peace-time ; at any rate, in tho caso of the

more advanced works,
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Shelter for the Garrisons.— Casemated shel-
ter, out of reach of the direct fire of the
euemy, snhould be provided for the entite
garrison of » const fort or battery. Redoubts
and other constructions in the interior of
another work are not to be recommended.
After & while they get boaten down and
impede the movements of the garrison. We
must nover lose sight of the fact that coast
dufences—unlike works further inland,
which, asa rule, sre liable to be attacked
with ordnance of medium oalibres only— are
subject to the attacks of the heaviest de-
scriptions of ordnanceknown. Under these
circums$ances earthen works and earthen
covered defences of all kinds have the de-
fect before nlluded to —the earth gets scat-
tered about, blocking the interior commu
nications, often seriously impading, if not
stopping altogether, the working of the
guns. If the casemates formed in the body
of a work are insufticient to furnish shelter
for the entire garrison, additional cover may
be formed in the ditches communioating
with the terreplein of the work by means of
covered stuireases, It will be-found that the
interior square of the first i the place
where the majority of the enemy’s sholls will
burst.

OUTSIDE CARTHAGENA,

Tho following interesting views of  Qut-
side Carthagena,” is by a correspondent of
the London Standard, writing from Murcia :

I counted on & friend who had promised
to use his influence to obtainmea pass; ‘‘the
only diffiulty you would have,” he said, “will
be to return.”’ So confident was [ of getting
the pass that I Lired a tartana of the alcalde
of Marcelinos to take me to the extremity of
the lines. My friend, however, had volun
reored to do more than hedid. One present-
ing myself at the house temporarily ocoupi-
ed by the general chiof [ was told he was
breakfasting. Perforce I had to dance at-
tendance. But the minutes spent in “‘doing
the ante-chamber” were not lost. The
sceno | wifnessed was worth studying, such
a one as would have furnished. Charles
Lever with the text for a charscteristio
chapter. Not that there was rollicking fun
about it, but it was full of military colour,
At the door stood a youthful sentinel, who
mightas well have been practising with s
dumbbell, so constant was the stream of
officers passing in and out. It was a per
petual shift of his rifle from the ‘‘ support”
to * the shoulder'’ (the Spanish equivaleat

for the “present’”) with this martyr to|

military etiquetto. Apparently there 1sas
groat a luxury of aide’de'camp here as
with the Carlists. In addilion to tho per
sonal followers of General Ceballos, there
ware the aides de camp of the brigadier
who i chief of staff to the general in chief,
and those of the generals who were taking
their morning meal withi the general in chiof
‘and the officers of tho escort of mounted
civil guards of the ﬁoneral in chief, and the
mob of officers of the staft corps, each with
bis plan of El Campo de Carthagena in a
voll under his arm, and of the medical and
administrative branches, the latter moro
resplendent in embroidery than all the rest.
I am not exaggerating when I say every
branch of the land service was represented,
to judge by the time I'was left cooling my
Licele. Iturned the occasion to profit, how-
LN ‘ting to my stock of information

Aver, by auu."5 7
abou t.he“Spams.. aemy. S?l():rlxli:;tel g‘::’_
now inferm you, bolds ran.. ~ar lieut.-gen

eral which corresponds with T MO,
eral; Pasaron, who is ¢ chief of the lines,”

is mariscal de campo, which corresponds
with our major general; the 1est are ounly
brigadiers. The rank of captain-general is
the highest military grade. Overand above
the three brigadiers commanding the atten-
unted right, centro, and left of the attack,
wo have brigadiers of ongineers, of artillery,
and, I suppose, of the staff corps. I should
not be at all surprised if we had a brigadicr
of veterinay surgeons. In fact, there isa
plothora of exalted martial personages in
this thin-bodied army, and I learned that a
reinforcement of four brigadiors had just
arrived by train from Madrid to assist in
taking stifnecked Carthagena. A couple
of hundred musculgr sappers and a couple
of thousand smart light bobs would have
been more to the purpose. This is an in-
vidious comment; but, recollect, I was
cooling my heels. The cavalier was a mili-
tary man? “ Yes''—boldly. The affirma-
tion on my part wasnot a lie ; at all avents,
I reconciled it to my conscience, for is there
not a_threadbare uniform of the Blooms-
bury Rifle somewhere in a wardrobe in Lon-
don, and did I not recollect tbatl wasa
corporal in the corps civique de securilie, a
cross beiween a special constable and a
{‘ompier de Nanterre, during tho siege of

aris ? The cavalier had seen service?
“Under two flags’’—boldly again. I trust
the recording angal will pass over the exag-
geration, for have I not indeed been blown
about on Brightons Downs of an Easter
Monday, and did 1 not do duty once ut the
door of a buteber's shop in the Rue d’Am-
sterdnm? When it was discovered thatl
was & militiry mnan, and not a mere poor
devil of a civilian, the ice was broken
immediately, ‘The {Spanish officer has his
grievance—tho smaliness of his pay, always
after that the biggest grievance of all, that
he is serving not Spain but a clique of pro-
fessional politicians in Madrid. none of
whom have any property suve their tongues.
or any stake in the interests of the country
save the offices they hold and turn to ac-
count to rob it. TheSpanish officer was groat
in his grievance.The soldier was the best paid
soldier of any service in the world— and this
is true; the Spanish private now reccivos
from 10d, to 2s. a day, besides his plentiful
rations of bread, meat, and wine, and the
officer amongst the worst. He could not go
into a tavern like a private ; he had to keep
up a certain sppearance; and the conse-
quence waa before he attained the rank of
commandant when he could liva on hus pay,
he had to eat into his private means. lle
has more gold on his shoplders than in his
breaches pocket. This is one of the cuuses
of the frequency of pronunciamecuntos, fora
captain may jump to n captain generalcy
on the back of a pronunciamento, As
a casge in point illustrative of the poverty
of the Spanish subaltern, -1 may men-
tion that a hawker arrived with a
bottle of chartreuse, and five had to club
their pesctus to pay for it. From tualk of
emeluments the gossip changed to other
topics, the Carlists, the Virginius business,
and the like, but invariably returned to the
bitter old grievance, nnd I was put through
a regular course of cross-examination as 10
what was tho officer’s position in the Britisi
service—his salary, his chancoof promotion,
&o. Uf two things I convinced myself; im-
poverished Spain cunnot loug afford to give
thesoldier the diaproportionately high pay
he now gets; and it the oflicer's pay is nov
soon increased there is iikely to be a strike.
All this will bear in mind pray, as we wero

‘gonversing, audible mid noise ofspecciand

laughter, the jingling of spurs aud sabres,
the clattering of hoofs, and the echoes of
bugle-palls, rumbled the angry dispason of

I g T e e e e

big guns. The bombardment was going on--

people were being killed—is still going on

but in a mitigated form. My heecls were
pretty cool by this, but my friend never
turned up. At length a door opened, and

General Ceballos appeared—A tall, portly,
handsome man,of aristocratic bearing,ruddy

cheek, but with hair softly white as snow.
The uninformed mob, stood up forming n
lane; the comely handsome general passel,
bowing to each and all, was assisted to u
caparisoned ~harger at the door, and disap -
peared with his glittering entourage before &
could button-hole him for the pass. [ had
sent in word I wanted ope, but the fact was
—there is no concealing it—I had been
civilly thrown over. All is fair in war. L
can understand a man who knows much
about the position and strength of an army
outside being refused the possible chance of
conveying his information to the enemy;
but what I do object to is having been kept
in the vostibule so long. Could they not
have straightforwardly told me to go to the
duce at once ? I would have tnken my hat
and thanked them. It is awkward to re

turn to people after you have bidden them
good-bye. I had not the moral couraga to
confess thatIhad been graciously snubbad.
I drove to tho railway station, dismissed the
tartana I had uyselessly hired. told my ser~
vant that urgent private affairs called ma
to Murcia, and hero I am. On arriving I dis
coverad that I had made a groat mistike
in coming away—Carthagena was positively

to bo taken that day. [t was the fivst tiins
Thad heard in Spain that =nything was to
be done theu and there, and not to'morrow.
That was a comfort, But Carthagena was
not taken, and will not b taken—bar some
unforeseen event—hofore the 15th inst, at
the very, very shortest.

Of course, not having succeeded in obtain-
ing official permission to risk my life by
skirting the Castls of St. .Julizn on my way
to Escombreras, [felt bound to go there
without permission. [ wished to show my
Spanish friends that with détermination and
litlle gold, the apparently impossiblo was
possible. As very often occurs in this
world, my detention was all for the best.
On arriving at Murcin [ met the courier of a .
friend I hul been particulariy anxious to
sea; he had come over from Escombreras
direct, and he told me not an English ship
was there: the last yaoht had left the day
before, and the foreign squadrons, our own
included, had moved to Porman, [t had
been hinted to them that they were in the
way of the combatants; so they shifted
their quarters Not an Englishman was Jeft .
in Hscombreras but Mr. Wulker, & gentle’
man connected with mines in the vicinity ;
Captain Pauli, R. N,, our vice counsul, an
one solitary, forlorn, special &orrespondent.
*It's summut orful, sir, the things we've
a-born obliged to heat,”’ said the melancho’
ly courier; ‘‘there used to bea bit o
grub when the ships was there,. but there
ain’t nothing Christign now.” Poor cou’
rier ! 1sincerely wish him a happy return
to the delights of the areas around Buck'
ley squeer, with their Chrisiain roast goose
and mutton cutlets. This undeniable Cock’
ney, whom it was & reminiscence of Lens to
look upon, told me he and his master had -
to sleep on the floor in one cupboard of 8
room in Walker's house, that gentlemsn
having kindly given asylum to a couple of
refugo families. It was useless to go to Es
combreras on the chance of getting int?.
Carthagena, the Numancia fired at everY
speck on the waves outside the breakwater
there was no possibility of entering excep¥.
in a boat fiying a foreign flag, and sent off*

cially from 012+ of tLe 8 u.drons, Undéf
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thoe cfrcumstiances [ gave upmy intontion
of guing to lscombreras. Tho counor fur.

ther mado it clenr to mo why we had not 'shirwrcok of Louis Philippe's Govornmont
heunl the guns of thoe Spansh fleot fur a (Fath
few days, Jven if tho wall of const luils D

had not intervened woe could not have soon
tho Spanish flet fur a reason as old as the
¢ Critic” —hecavso’ it war not in  sight,
General-Admiral Chitcario had gono to Ali.
cante to coul, as I hinve already ucquamted
you by telegrama, Tho advauntage then.,
surgents took of tho cuast being cle w was to 4
seud out one of the slups they seizad otl Va.
lenaia, thoDarro,manned with convicts.not to
escapo, but to mike 4 rawd on the uaproteo.
ted sen Loard.  Thie Datro steuued ciose to
Cupo Pualos, s crow tovh hold of the bsh.
ing boats cruiang 1 tho locality, went on
shore, snd did a nece htle bt of (recbooting.
I'hey sacked several houses nud farm yards,
and carvted back with them 10 the annexed
fislung voats all the powitry, pigs, wind sheep
thoy cousnd lay hands wu, Now that tho
fureign syuadions havo loft- ~and it is well,
for tho Govoernment complainad that thoy
gavo a moral aid to the insurgents, and the
insurgents wight havo compluned aith
Justice that Ssa Julian cvuld nut woil Lo at
the Govormmnent fluot wiulivut tho risk of
sending n shot thnough teatsal tumber—weo
wro vory anxious to witness the great ex
jleis General-Admiral Chicarro will achiove,
flo man w0 turther excuso fur inaction,
for sutoy Ly o v lus newly ﬂm]gcd
sadors vught o have leatued the dstiuctiva
bietween o captain and a lateluvay,

M, GUIZOYT.

It s rather stariding w hear that a states-
man whu was Ambassador of Frauceo to Bng:
Land 1n 1840, and who wus then tfty-throo
yews uf age,has bean withun anace of tilling
tho same pust in 1874, at tho age of eighty-
six. Yot such i3 the fact, Marshal Mac
Mahon, vr rather the Duc de Lrugne, has
wked M, Uuimt 0 go back o tus vid post
it the Luurt ol ot James's, and tise vouer.
ablo stateaman has repliod that e wouldhiave
veen happy to do 50 4f hio hied uue been bard
at work on o MHistmy ot Franco tor young
poople, if he Lad nut wishied 0 spund s
Last yours amng lus grandeuldion, and of
10 i nut feel 1L needful o prepuaco for a
moro othereal resulence than Albert tiate.
utherwise, thotu s no rewson why M. Guizut
might not havo i1caclied the Lmnbassy next
weoke ULl as hets, lus sitep s suil light,
s voico 18 sull strong, and Lis ahole maas
uer full of vivasiy. At Vel llichicry whero
ho lives with his soi-a law, he does more
work than msny 8 wan  of thirty, 1hs
MoLntags ate takon up withy Lo LOBIpUsSILION
ot bus tistory of France, wluch he bugan to
writo for lus own graudcluldren, bui wh.ch
13 growing into a book that may nstruct tho
most wature of studeuts. 1o takes a keen
dehightin the talk of Bugush and French
vimtors.  Ho curresponds with the members
of lus pohitical party respecting tho stato
of publicaffurs.  About Uhnstmas he goes
tu l'ans,and then hie becomes ence moro
a pulhiical man, s wrtiug i lad aside
for a tme, aod lus modest housois a fa
vourite place of resort for the Urisamsts.
s recepuious draw npwch of what 18
worthiest 1 tho lotters and tho politics of
Lars, and they are o Juure agrecaslo be
cause M. Uwizot no luuger Lives m1 nn atmos
phero of intrigue.  Nordues ho miss a meet-

f\vay station at Versnilles to tho National

cannot din, and the marks of that iron will
which is asstrong now asit was when it made

er than counsel concesssion, This might
o termod tho ago of old slatesmoen in
Franco, M, Thiers scom almost a miracle of
youthlul vivacity as he stops from tho rail

Assambly, talks all the way to a crowd of
admiting Doputios, and then site for hours
amid a hurricanae of Jobato ond intorrup
tions. Bat M. Guizot is almost ton yonis
older, and ho is scarcrly less vivacious., The
two statesmen Jiwvo still strength enough to
govern Franco Lotwoen them, as thoy did in

832, M. Guiz.t woull Lo an admirablo
Minlster of Putli¢ lustiuciinon, or oven of
the Interior, us be wos fuity yeurs ago, and
tho men of theso degencerato doys might
complain now, 18 his ciitics sutnplained then,
that o wus pussess. 1 Ly n dowmon of reste
lossnosg, which would ullvy neither Limselt
nor any olher person sithin Lis reach to re-
main quiet.

Mr. Guizot's Liography, whon it shall Le
written, will scein us woundorlul as that of
any hving man, aud « wil, wdoed, bo thoe
histury of France fivm the tune that he laiwd
his hand va political Life iu 1812, to the time
at which the Revolutivn of 1848 drove him
into exilo. Cuiing to laiis armed with the
moral training of Protesiaotism "and the
literary culture of mteuse study, he made
mark at onco as a writer. Chateaubriand
gaw his powors, Madawmedo Stosl praised
nnd encuuraged Lim; aid the Ministers of
Napolcon tried to draw him into the public
servico. Young Guizut had no reason to
lament the full of tiie Republic, for it had
sent his fathor to the seasftuld , but neither
was ho fun Imperulist, and his political
hopos lay i the resturation of o Constitu-
tivual Monarchy. He did wot, howover,
absolutely refuso to setvo the Empire, anu
his first political work was to draw up a
memoir vn & proposul fur anexchange of
prisonors  Lotweon Bugland and France.
I'bat was to be o tes. ol lus fitness o serve
Cecsar.,  But Lo sucins to lave filled it with
plrases which grated on the ears of the
Empiro, and, rathor to his own rolief, he
heard no more of the invitation to place
tus talents at the servico of Napoleon. e
did not go into the publlc service until the
restorativn of Luuis XVIil, Tho release of
the Emperor frum Elba found Lim Sccretary
doneral at the Ministry of the Interior,
where hio hud to employ bis literary talents
in the drdughting of Siate papers. Mean-
while, n Bunuparust Miuister of Public In.
struction, M. Fontaines, whio happensd to
have felt koen sympatliy with literary talont
and  judepend. ..t thuught, bhad placed
duizotin o pu. tton which  offered him a
splendsl  opportuaity for displaying his
powors. llo gave lum a chair of Modern
History at tho Surbonne. ‘There in succes-
sive soars, Uinzot delivered those lectures
which are tho chuof grounds of his literary
fame., Ho discoursed on tho history of
representative Luverument, on tho history
of civiisauvn ih Eurupe, and the history of
ciwvilisation in France. His chair wassup-
pressed onco because his polomics against
the Munister of the day had Leen unpleasan

tly veracious ; but banisked ,frum the Sor
bonng he went to his liberty, and thore ko,
wrote as many books ip three years us soaw
men would tlink a task for a lifetune, At
last the mtendist was remosed, and Lo ro
turned to his class. It was ien that he,

mmg of tho French Academy when le s in
Pans. Visitora regulatly loolk for thesmail
and attenuated figure, the pale aud emaciat-

jlectured on aviizauon, s discourses on,

j that subject would saflice to keep Lis namso, ) )
ed face, the high retreaung brow, tue cagls ,alive, even if they stood sloue, and they, Lo applied to Irance,
nose and eye, the glance of firo which age l(’)rm only o few voluamesof a series whlch'

would titl a considerablo liberavy. M. Guizot
did not take a ioading placo in political life
till 1830, afthough he hnd for yeara before
soeen ono of tho foremost men of IKrance,
The Minarchy of Louis Thilippe gave bum
the Minustiy of the Interior. It made him
a colleugue of M, ‘Thiers and the late Duc
Do Droglie. It also bogen that rivalry
betweon him and M, Thiors which nover
consed 80 lung ns they sat in tho samo Par-
liameut. As 'iliuish r of Public Instruotion,
ke wus allo to offect a great roform by
founding tho system of primary instruction
—& systom slill miserably defective, but
which was deomed magnificont in its day.
Sent to England as Ambassador, he brought
with him a profound knowledgo of English
history in its most critical stages, a koon
sympathy with its nstitutions and its ways
of lifo, a Protestantism as carnest 6s its own
and a Puritan austerity of morals. Going
back to Franco to be Foreign Minister in
roality, and soon bocome such in dignity,
ho ruled the country with a rod of iron for
seven years, ‘The yoting power lay in tho
hands of 200,600 olectors who waro systomar
tically worked by thLo oflicials of the Govern®
ment g0 as to roturn obedient Deputios,
Nover boforo was thore such a system ofcor-
ruption in any civilized St .to. Hence thero
wag,a vehement cry for an oxtension of the
suffrage, but Minister Guizot would not lis
ten to tho demaund. He put it down with
angry contempt. And then came, in rapid
succession, thio tho banquot of February,1848,
tho riot in tho streot, the fraternising of the
troops with the people, the flight of tho
King, tLo oxilo of tho Minister; and his
subsequent retiremont from political lifa.
His political careor was not successful at
any time, and it led the country to anim
menso disaster , nor is it difficult to soo thoe
causos of bis failure. AL Guizot is an incur-
able doctrinaire. A professor wher he bogan
he was such until the ond. Hho did learned
politics in the closet, and there Lo had Lut.
tressed his system withsorigid a set of prin.
ciplos that it would not bond in obedience to
the rough forms of pullic life. He never
learned the great art of bumouring mon,and
of going with thom one milo in_ the hopo
that they would then go with him thioce.
The peoplo of Franco, liko the students of
tho Sorbonne,were beings to be loctared and
led. Ho spoko as loftily from tho tribuiio as
fiom the professor’s clair,and Lo treated Lis
foes with as much scorn as if thoy Lad beon
80 many uaruly children. Oue famous speci
men of this temper is connected with a visit
whick was made to the Comte do Cliambord,
whon Le was living in Bclgrave square,
by some wellknown Logitimists. ~ lhe
ilgrimage to tho London residenco of
ﬁenry V. raised intenso indignation atsong
tho partisdus of Louis Thilippe, and gave
riso to one of the fiercest Jdobates over
lLeard in a Fronch Chamber. M. Guizot
went to tle tribune and legan to lectura
the Logitiuust pilgrims with far more than
us. 3l arrogance, Maddened Ly Lis invec-
tive and lus taunts, some of them tried to
chamb to the bLibune as if to drag bim down.
‘Thon camo tko famdus sarcast, * Como up,
geutlomon, como up, do what you will.
You will never reach the heights ofmy
disdain?” No wondor that a Minister who
could troat Lis opponout witl such Olym-
pan contempt should have L.oon hated by
lng cnemies, and in truth lLe was moro
Jetested than any other man in France.
Auotber cause of Lis weakness was part of
lus dJoctrinairism, for it was au inveterate
Lelief that the Loglish Constitation could
Nor has ho ever

(Continucd on 3rd coly of page 60.)
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To ConntsroxveNrs.—Letters addressed to
either tho Llitor or Luablisher, as well as
Commuuicitions intemled for publication,
must, mvariwly,be pre paid. Correspon
dents will also bear in nund that vno end
o! tho envelope should be lelt open, and
at the corner the words ** Pemter's copy '
aritten and a 4o or fve ceut stamp (uc
cording to the weight of the zoMmmunica.
tion) placed theraon will pay the pustage

— ]

We republish an artiole from the Ottaswa
Times of the 151 Jinuary, on *¢ The Cana-
dianMilitiy,"as well as the critique on Lieut.
Colonel Frircuew's pamplhlet ffom the 6 lobe.
The idea broached, in the arucle from tho
Times,of substituting for the present Militia
Organiznion, a lorce similar to the Imsh
Constabuliry,as being belteradapted to the
wants of Canada, could only be entertained
by niere speculative philosophers, as thero is
nothing really practical about it; beciuso
the force thit could be muntiined for the
sum now wnnually expended keeping up
45,000 men,say 1 030,009 of dollars, would
hardly saflice fo; 1,000 policemen. In lve-
laad thero are some 20,0y0 men, and they
are Dbarely sufiicient to keep the peace
alone, without military duty in’ aopulstion
ol a'little over five million. As soldiers even
with Lho.ir4tmin|“x)g~u:uy would' be utterly
useless,inasmuch as they would boe scaitered
in small bodies througaout hoe country —
could not bo euily concentrated and wouid
not have acquired the hubit of acling to-
gother. Itis quite possiblo to got a nulitary

timo being, but it weald bo utterly impossi-
blo to get the police to perform military
duty eftfectually, It is utterly untrue to do-
scribo tho volunteer forco ns being oither
inettuotive or disorganized ; it is simply dis-
satisfled, and in a recent artiolo we showod
whut the cause of that feoling was, Those who
arguo that the forco is useloss and tho ex-
penditure unneccessary, should rocall the
ovonts of tho Fenian invasions oxtending
from 1806 to 1871 und nsk themselyes whe-
ther they would liko a ropetition of the ex-
pevienco ; and the writers on the queation of
tho military organizition ought fo know
that such aro designed to provido against
unlikcly assumptions. No sane man ut tho
closo ol 1860, woul.l helisve a grout interne-
cine wav was probable in the Unitod States,
nor would any man bo bold enough to asume
at the closo of 1865 thatw Fenian invasion of
Canada from the same country would come
off in 1866, or that the samo danger would
threaten the amicablo relations between the
Ewmpire and the United States for five years.
With such facts before us it surely ought to
take little time to decido on the best course
to be pursued to maintain the efliciency of
a foreo whose eflsctiyeness huve bicen proved
on mwre than one occasion. It should
strike those people wiio are s0 anxious to ro
lieve the taxpyers, that it is ratheran anos
waly to supposo that the mterests of this
country ean bo defended at u cost of about
325 per annum,for every man with suflicient
spinit toventure Lfe aud hunv in the opora-
tion ; wiile the samne wdividual can in per-
fect safety earn 3400 to $3U0 per anuum. uUn
the average of 53U cents per day for 16 days
each yoar is not a heavy tax on the people
to pay for each soldier that comes to the
front wher danger calls. It dves not appear

-a difficult matter 1o realize tho idea that the

individual gots tired of rendering services
which are resped so oheaply,and that simple
fuct would account for ull evils affecting tho
Militin FForco at present.

The facts rawlly are that the Militia Law
wanls some trfhng revision ; the Forcedoes
not want teorganization, but cncouf-ugemcm,
and justico ; 1t has now reachod that period
when its intorests would be best served by
the admimsua ion of officers trawmed in its
rauks; and it gives us sincero satisfaction to

-endorse all our contemporary has Justly

said of Licutenant Cotonel Powery, his
teaining, tho share ho had in frammg the
present Malitia Law, which was cordiily ac-
kuowlodged by the ke Sic G. E. CarTikg,
the part he has borno in the subscquent or-
ganization of the force under its provisions,
Lis long acquuntance wuh the duties
of Lis ollice, us well as his thorough know-
ledgo of the socinlcondition of the people,
combined with lus popularity. in the Foree
—all point him out as the proper and fitting
man to fill tho pusition of Adjutant Ceneral,
And while we are 8o far from advocating a
schemo which would embody the worst fea-

forco to do tho duty of pelico officers for the | tures of know-nolhing-ism as to bo oarnest

adhorents of the necocssity of'mnking tho
Canudian Troops part of the ImperialArmy,
for reasons apparent and tangible, wo also
advocate the opening of its highest com-
mands to gualified oflicors whose interosts
aro identical with tho mass of tho ranl and
file they command,

It does not mattor what idle spoculation
may be indulgoed as to tho form tho organiza*
tion should tako, it must bo drawn from tho
populution at large ; and from the fact that
Caundn does not neod a standing army, it
must partake largely of the civil element,
that is, no large body of troops will be re
quired during times of peaco {0 remain per
manently under arms; und with those cons
ditions oxisting thera is very little doubt wo
huvo the organizilion best adapted to
our social noeds, and finnneinl capaoity ;
revision of the Militia Law,not reorganization
of the Voluntear Force,is what wo requiro ;
and our correspondent, Centurion, points out
the preliminary stop.

T'o Colonet Freroner undoubtedly belongs
tho honor of having awakened discussion
on this subj-ct, by his very able and w. 1}
considered pawphlet; it is not the first and
wo are sute it will not bo the last benefit that
gallane and  accowplished soldier has be-
stowed on tho Canadian Militia.

et i evnssteny

In another page will be found * Obserya:
tions on Coast Defence,” by Lieutonant Col.
Vox Husor, of the German MarineArtillery,
in which the interesting subject is handled
with much skill from a purely technieal
point of view, Lased on the assumption that
tho existing systems of fortifications are
adapted to resist the incroased power and
range of the attack,

We hiave discussed this eubject in a recont
articlo on Mujor Moxomers's system of
Moupting Ordnance and aro persuaded that
a total rovolution in the art of fortifications

"is imminent,in which view e aro borno out

by the expressed opinions of several skilfud
mval officers and others thoroughly aqs
quuinted with the details and pewer.of re
sistence of the system now in use,

‘The real value of tho paper, which we re*
priny, is to be found in the hints given for
solecting the sito of defenslve works and
aduptling those to the topographical and
bydrographical fea tures of such site, as well
as selecting the position so that the full
power of tho works can be developed with®
out allowing anything like the same op*
portunity to the attack,

1t is evident that the advocates of do-
tached batteries are right,ulthough difficul-
ties may ariso in action by reason of want of
complete control in the command of. the
whole; but the batterios should bo so placed
that no doubt ought to exist as to the work
o be performed, and the rest shonld be
confided to the skill and caro of the indivi-
dual commander,

We are no beliovers in shiclds or turrots—
it would bo only a question of time to de-
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molish eithor—a ship isa moving objoot and
proaonts-a very smal wark to a-gun on shore,

whilo a ono-gun battery on the old systom |

is stationary and eusily mado out from o
vessel within possible range, vortioal firo is
to be qapecinlly drended by such a struoture
whilo a vessol constantly under way Las
much less to fear in that respect; a
firo from & heighth is dangorous, but those
who serve tho &uas on that elovation are in
much more poril than tho rudder or screw
of thoassailunt,

What is wanting then is a hattery that
will present no mark at even one thousand
yards, and ono in which the gun oan be
shifted during action without exposing the
operation to thelassailunt, Moncrieff's sys-
tem provides a guncarringe that needs no
expensive concrete platform, that needs
no parapet to cover the gun, nor embrasuro
to fire it through, and in order lo utilize his
invention the idea of expeusive raised works
of fortification must be abandoned; becauso
as Colonel Vox Huxpr points out, o shot
striking the parapet will result in stlencing
the gun, It is sufliciently obvious thut
when there is no parapet such n contretemps
cannot occur, and both men and guus must
be equally well protected.

“As'a matter of course it is ag desirable to
obtain the command +with the new as with
the old system, but the crest of a hill will
not be precisely the position selected for
that purpose, the gun pits wilt bo below it,
in other words, under bunk, and will present
noexterior mark whatever to point out to
the assailant their poisition. 't'he objectiong
as o expense in the new system is one of
its striking features, thero is no need for
masonry, armour or turrets ;.the costis a
mere bagatello compared with that of bat-
teries on.tho old'systom, and aduptation to
coast defence need only be limited by the
difficulty or otherwise of supplying the re-
quisile number of guns. Beyond the necos-
sary .service of solecting the site skilled
labour is hardly a requisite, and alihough
it would be better to havo tho pits and thejr
conngeclions .constructed at once; yet the
works necessary can be improvised, so to
speak, in a very short lime, by such labouy
a3 can be oblaired in the locality.

The paper, nevertheless, gives our readers
a largo amount of valyablo knowledygo,most
of it available under any system, and the
author appears to haye studied his subject
thorqughly,  Va are particularly plessed
with the recommendation that skilled nuval
officers should be consulted in any schome
of coast defence,

- eme—

Tug following which we dlip from.the
UnitedStalesArmy and Navy Journal of-10th
January, is suggestive of the manner in
which our neighbours are attempting to
solve the preblem of harbor defenée. Qur
opinions on the {forpedo question aro well
known, .Its latest developmonts have not,

plungiug,

| fired ju “the

fied tho invontors will noy set theThamos or
Hudson on fire with jt.

% The British steamship Juternational, which
arrived at Now York, Junuary 2, brought a
cargo ot iron torpedoes and 1,640 miles of
torpedo eablo for the United StatesGovern-
mont, and lurgo numbers of electrio batter-
fes to bo used in working tho cable. The
International is a sorew propellor, of iron,
900 tons burden, buil
the India rubber Telegraph and cableanu
facturing Company of Silvertown, near Lon-
don, especially for this kind of service,
coutaing a large number of tanks for the
reception of the cables an torpedoes,  The
order for the cables und torpedoes was given
three nionths smce. The torpedoes are
emply and ready for filhng withy powder,
which are composed of iron and copper con-
posed of the best metal, The Iuternational
commenced to dischange her cargo at Fort
Schuyler, Willet's Point. Long Island, on
January 3, where the cables und torpodoes
will be stored. The vessel is engaged on n
similar mission o nothep portin Europe,’

e

Tur great problem yot remaining to be
solved in connection with the improvements
in modern artillery, is the invention of ap
appropriate shell ; ono (hut wil not only
bear firing from a mortap for vertical offoct,
but also he applicable to hotizontul firing
fioin one of the larger pieco of artillery now
in use.

4s the principal difficulty consisted in the
small capacity of the projectilo to tako g pow-
erful bursting ehargo,becauso o large cavity
would leave the wulls of the shell teo thin
and increase the danger of bursting in the
guo, the solution of the problem secmed to
lie in the direction of a more p -weful ex-
plosion than gun powder, The following
extract seems to intimate thay the requisito
agent has been discovered ;— )

**Experiments are now being mude in
England to nscertain how far common shell
may be made to act like a shrapnel, or still
more truly, like a segment shell, by means
of nsmall charge of guun-cotton insorted iy
& ghell filled with water, T4 will bo readily
seen, says the Enginccr, that the water
transmits the explosive shocl: directly to the
shell, and as in the case of 2 bydraulic Jack,
its absence of elasticity in its recommenda’
tion,  Elastic gas with an ajr cushion suf-
fors compression in the act of bursting,and
stores up projectilo forco in the fragmants
into which it oventually breaks the shell,
Lhat it does not so is seen both from the
distance to which they are throwwn, and from
the circumstance that it fiy is out the lines
of least resistance in the shell. A small
charge of gua cotton fired by detonation,and
acting in a shell fitled with water, us might
‘be oxpected, shivers into & great number of
small fragments with but lntely scattering.
‘Two 16pounder common shells recenti
arsenal in this Wiy gave tho
following results: No. ], Blown mto 280
fragments, total weights 141bs, 20z., viz.,ono
of 640z, ono of 50%., two of 4oz, eloven of
‘frow 3 to 4oz., thirty lwo under 20z,,twoin ty-
three under 1joz. 63 under loz, ang 142
under foz.  No. 2 blown into 243 fragments,
total weight recovered 131b,, 202, viz | e
under 120z.,two under 6oz., tive under 3z,
ten under 2Joz., twonty uuder 2oz , twenty
“six undor 1oz, fifiy-tive under 1 0z., 125

heen made public, but wo are quite salis-

under joz. “The explosion of thoso shells

L& few months ngo for d

took pluaco at rest in o contined cell, !'he
main diflieulty (o contend against when
fired from a gun is the unger of premature
explosion either of the delonntor used to
fire the cotton,or of the cotlon itself, I'heso
having boen avercomo by Mr, Aboel, experi.
ments are now in progress at Shoeburyness
to test the actual ‘effects produced on tar-
8ets.  ‘L'ho action obviously most closoly
veprosents that of sogment shells, tho main
erenco being that thp bussting chargo is
more sudden, but meels with more rosis
tance, while tho weight of the missileg alter
explosion is ratie lees, The syst. m ownot
be expected ¢ give Lho prolonged shower
of the shrapuel Dullery bosavor little may
b the dispersion becauae th - epeatje gravi
ty of the meta. .ud thig form the tragments
prever! thew keeping vy, thejr velocity to
the sawv extent us the shiapuel bullets,”

———.
- Y Sttt sty

*Vico Admiral G, Grovilla Wellaslay, who
hoisted lns flag on boara the Bellcroplwn,
lourteen guns, urmor 2lated ship, ut Poyis.
mwouth sgome fow mouths sice 13 successop
of Vice Admirnl L, G. [Fanshawe, the com.
mander-in.chief of the British squardyon in
North Americar and West Iniian waters,
has avrived ut the stauon aud relioved the
latter ollicer in the Command  Admjpal
Franshawe returng to Boglond, whero g
flag ship, the Loyal Alfred, wilt be puid off,
The commuander inchiel, Adimiral Wellosley,
19 ¢ deservedly pupular oflicep th:oughout
tho entire British wavy, and during the
short ‘period he held the command of the
ships in theseo waters, a4 few gearg since,
carned for himself the esteem anl zood wiif
of the mhubstants of the vaurinug ports ut
which his lagsing twuched, buy beingsuddoen
ly vecalled to Euglaud to nssume tho come

mand.of the channg) squadron, the intercours
which promised (o ten to 80 much go .
feeling was abruptly. cut short.  Wa hayg

Tue above tribute to (ho courlesy and
kinduess of the now-Commandey iy Chief
on the North American Station is tuken
from tho United States. Army ang Navy

Journal of 10ih Jauu;}r}z. Admiral WanLise

LEY is & good seaman .and doubtless will

justily th: kind opinion ouy contewporary

has expressed,. .

- N —————ry
re——————

‘Tar following dastription of « T Taylor

;}!iﬁ!‘ from the United

Mitraiileuso” s
Statos Army and Ngvy Journal ‘of the [7th
panied by two views

January, it was:aceo

of the front aind-rear-of tha Gy and Car.

vinge.  Our readers dre aware that wopleace

little valuo in this style of toy 6}4;151_:‘1_09 t—
“Ttis construcled.wilh.hventy fourbarrels

arranged in tivo concentrje Circles and sup-

[ ported by two horizontul nrms of projections

of acylinder at the breech, This cylinder
contains a diaphragm of thsk into which the
barrels aro screwed, and:from which they all
(except tw70) raiate at'veiy slight angles so
as to disperso their shot o'var’a;'hdri‘zonml
Flane -in-ordeftordo - ths njost, exacution
upon a line of batile, I spread of the ballg
is twonty 1wo feet at o range of 500 yards,
striking at intervals of ane foot. Tho two
barrels excepted above, being.on the verti®
calcentro lino of tho picce, do not possess
this vadical arraugemont, but projeot theiy
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bolls on a lino fdentioal fn direction with
that of tho sights. Thoy may Lo usod so-
paratoly from tho othors when tho gunuer
dosires to firo at any individunl objoct. The
calibro of tho barrols is 42 100 inoh ; but tho
invontion admits of any desirablo sizo of cal.
ibro, from 42 to 100.

Tho breoch arrangomont consists of a com.
bination of cylinders, termed respectively, i
tho brooech oylinder, tho outor or rolating
oylindor, tho lock cylinder, and tho onscn:
bol. Through the two first namod cylindors
thore is. for tho introdustion of the charging
180, a slot which is oponed and closed by
tho rovorsible rotation of tho outor
oylindor. 'This is rotatod the third ofa revo
lution by moans of a projecting lover provid:
ed with suitable handles. By means alsoof
this partial rotation,motion iscommunicated
to tho lock oylindor through the medium of
studs working in spiral grooves cut on the
extorior surfaco of tho snid loolk cylinder,
whoreby tho cartridges arve driven from their
colls i1 tho charging caso, into tho breeéh
of tho barrols. To tho front end of this fol-
lowoer or lock cylinder aro attnched twonty:
four breach holts or ¢Jocks,” which serve
Loth es rammers and abutmonts to first in
troduco the cartridgs into tho barrols, and
then recoive the shock of their explosion.

‘T'hose bolis or * locks” aro each provided
with a firing plungor and oxtraotor, ‘Ihis
extractor operating upon thocartridgoe with
n positive motion,draws the ompty oxploded
lhulla from the barrels and leaves them ngain
in tho colls of tho oharging case whenco they
were at first expollod to bo fired, and are
thus removed from tho gun in tbo same man
ner asthey were inserted. With tho cavity
of tho lock cylinder is a mechanism for the
actuation of the firing pins or plungors with
in tho locks, which combines two dilferent
modes of fiving . e., by volley, or by fusil:
lado, wheroby tho bulls may be dischargod
either simultaneously, or ouno at a time, at
tho opiton of tho gunner. 'Tho fusillade is
firod by moans of a crank, and tho volloy by
tho uso of a lover.

‘Pho chief points of excellenco and super'
jority claimed for this invention are:

1st. The radiation of five, thus avoiding
tho oscilldtion of the pieco and at the samo
timo ovenly distributing the balls.

2nd. Superior acouracy of shooling - by
rongon of the rigidity and steadiness of the
barraels.

3rd. Combining in one and thoe same bat.
tory-gun the volley and tho fusillado firo—
tho former being effected without inconveni
enco {~om recoil.

41h, Unsurpassed rapidity of fire,

5th. Facility and rapudity of charging.

Gth. Absenco of liability to be checked
and clogged in its movements by a mispro-
sentation of cartridgos.

7th, Forcing the cartridges enlirely into
the barrols, thercby socuring o perfect
gas-chock, and avoiding firing across
joint.

Sth. Simplicity and compactness,

oth. Entiro absonce of any aperlures or
oponings about the brecch cylindcrs,through
which any wator, mud, or dust, can enter, to
foul and obstruct the working parts.

10th. Symmetry of shape.

11th. Capability of rough usage without
damage,

12th. Strength and durability.

1t is also claimed by the inventor that
the upper barrel, being upon the vertical
coniro llne of tho gun, can be fired wilh
moro accuracy than a rifle, as it is held
rigidly in position, and does not movo by
recoiling. At a recent trial, at a distanco of

firad, two of which struck noarly c.cnlml.l
and tho third bolweon the contro nusl edga]
of tho * bull's oyes”—n circlo ol onu fust in:
dinmotor, At 1000 yurds all the bullets
struck tho txrgot, nfter the elght was-udjust.
e, At 500 yards, ibis wddidod, **with the
fusillado aud volluy tiro the bullots were
disporsad regulatly ovors surfucoof tivonty
two laterally and two feot vertically, being
positivo in their spread, alwnys giving the
wamo results, Dy proper drill anl practico
of tho gunners the volley fire wil dischnrge
7% shols pet smnute, aned the fusitlade ot
teast 180 shots per minute. A sories of tests
already masde and now heing mado aro very
salisfuctory, and show results ns nbovo
etated.”

CORRESPUONDENCE,
2he £dltor does nol dabd klmsell responsible for
taddividual expressions of opinion in communi-
" satlons addressed (o the VOLUNTRERREVIRW.

s

MITRATLLE.

It may perhaps bo permitted (o parsons
who talko on juterost in theDominionFarcos,
to enquire st what poriods,and in what mun.
nor, tho nocessary corvections for the Army
List, aro furnishod to tho Under Secrelary
for War?  Is it douo vy tho Ottnwa hend~
quartors, by commandors of corps, or is it
loft to the ntteéntion of individual officets ?

If tho formev, tho Militia headquortess
would appoar to lake their timo. If tho
worlk bo devolved upon corps commandors,
thero might bo n chanco that tho desiro to
sce things conncclod with their commands
correct, would be sufliciently strong to
induco thom to take the nccessary trouble.
1f it bo loft o individuals: the Army List
will probably remain in a perennial stato of
usclessness s u vocord of reforence. -

I havo been led to venturo tho above quer-
ies by the fuct that altorations which took
effect, by the  Canada Gazetlo,"” as long
ugo as last Juno, remnin unnoticed 1¥ Tus
ARyt LisTror DucEusER.

\WYould it consist with jour cmwcmonco.
to furnish such as aro desirous of marking
tho real progross (ov cthorwise) of the Cana-
dian Army, und to fuvor your subscribers
and readers with a statemant shewing the
numbers of all arms that have been actually
mustered for duty at tho various camps,
&e. ofinstruction, from 1868 inclusive, that
being, if I remembor aright, tho first year
in which Lattrlious assembled (in billets and
otherwise) at their regimental head.quar-
tars. .

We have heard a good dorl at various
times during tho last sevon years, from a
Jargo and respectablo section of Canadian
officers, of the adversa influenco which have
appoared to them to weigh on and depress

the volunteer oncrgies of the Dominion
Forces. I am inclined to believe that,in the

majority of instances, those who havo taken
the trouble 8o to express their senti-

.opinion.

(Feowyany 3, 1674,
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politics. To those who liwve beon willing
o ascribo crodit whoro credit has boen duo,
it s boon impossiblo to ixn ro tho wmorits
of »n systom of organization, tho basis of
which Is logitimute, und the progress of
which has been: undoniablo,  But ovon to
tifoso it has; from tho moment whon it bo

omo apparent that tho active forco was o

pondent for ite continunnco an-the zonlof an
energotio minority, boon matter of deop
regrot that.resort to tho ballot, tho only
just principle, hus boon stondfnstly rofused,
against tho represontutions of the'bost and
most exporionced oflicors.

Viowod by the light of recont Yovelntions,
it may Lo said to censo‘lo bo awmalter of sur-
prise that thoe late Government sliould not
hive been anxious cither ta e 1.t or t4 on.
counter any oxpression of the “rox
populi™

It is now to hLe soon whothier the
calm conscionce of the piesunt rulers will
inspiro thom witl « botler courago.

The lute Governmant in its lnat dnys hns
boon accused of tho desire to pormit the
Aoctive Force of tho Dominion to die out.
‘'ho Roformors, on tho olher hand, have
been held to bo indilforent to its oxistenco
ab initio. And thero is reason to bolivve
tunt truth has beon at tho botiom of oach

Except the adoption of the ballot, it is
not casy to sea what tho presont Govern-
ment can do to improve the condition of tho
forco. which was not done by tho last, A
more liberal appropriation is soarcely to bo
expoctod. Novertholessit is to be presumed
that thoso ,who have found so m-ch amiss
in tho lato regime will bo preparod with ro
medies for tho shortcomings so oftu v do
cried.

‘Canadian officers will have the opportuni B
ty of obsorving whothor the Governinent of §s
Corruption, with a definito policy, or tho Go-
vernment of Purity, (as yot untried) with no J§
presontly visible policy atall, will do. the
best for their men and themselves, und tho
most to utilize and encourage the magnifi- #8
cent military material of tho country. '

Lot thom boldly try the ballot to begin |
with, ¢ Fiaf justilia ruat column” ! I tho B
country will not stand it, let the Forco go,or
if a compromiso bo préferred to so wholo- £
salo n concossion to annexationist proclivi- |
lies, institute tho system of maintaining J
cadres of battalions only.

I tho Forco bo raally in the statodo K
scribed by your correspondent ¢ Royal,” N
(Doo. 23rd) itis of littlo conséquonco what A
becomes of it. But the Colonol and Bifigade P
Major whom ho mentiods; as well as the BN
person who throatened the latter, ought to g
bokunowa to tho public. It isa pity that j
« Royal” (whoso ablo lettors must bo ro- i
membered by many) does not consider it &
worth while to explain why so few mon of
#gtanding and position now romain as.vol' p8
unteers.”

800 yards, throe shots, " he informs us, were

ments, have been of tho Roform Party in

g
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It is pleasant :
First,” to receive the * Canadtn Monthly”
for Junuary, in anew garb better befitting !
its claims as the first magaline of the Do-
minion, and a first claas magazine auywhere.
If L.do not accord to its contants unquali- |
fied praise, it is for the love [ bew it, and
by reason of my carnest desiro to sco it at-
tain a8 near unto pecfection as muy be.
Those artiolos stan { fiest in its pagos, nud
may perhivps bo fdicly styled its * loading
articles,” a3 tha ** Tan ysira progrsss’ of
tho January number, o always valaable
not only from the mass of mformation com-

to those who love ** Canada, -

bined in them, of the highast import to the
student of his country's progress, but from
their statosmanlike tono, & tone which also
pre-eminently distinguishes the sble and
impartial summaries of *! curreant events.”
The oxtract from ** French Home Life” en-
titled ‘ Furniture,” is an atltempt to reduce
the system the slippery and almost intungi-
ble abstractions of ** tuste,’’ which is in it'-
gelf gruceful und inlercsting to a cultivited
mind, and is worthy of tho keen insight and
carnest obasrvation of u writer, who has
shown remnwkable power of appreciation of
e habity, manners, enstoms, virtues, and
vices of a pocply whose extremo dissimilwi-
1y of tone to that of the Anglo-Sixon race,
sceudors their peculiavities an intleresting,
it somotimes provoking stuly. [Provoking
is the ouly teem also to apply to tha kin i of
folly which furnishes the staple of such
stories ns the “ White Rose,” nordo [ see

why o gazine of & high order
should feel it nccossary to inflict tri-
visl  romance on its roaders. One
good wnovel is doubtless necessary :nd

surely sulliciect. ¢ Witd Duck™ is fresh
aad pleasant,but [ do not like to ses u good
writer debase Lhe precision and tong of his
style by the uso of the vulgarisn ** hunting”’
for ¢“shooting.””  ** St. yanuarius' is amus
ing andd not uninterosting, but [ faicy Robt.
[Iou lin or the Wiz of the North, would
Doy bo very hard put to it to combine a
liquefaction as evident as that of the saint's,
blood, even if thay shoull fait to discover

. the astuil secret of the present miracle.
The poetry of the number is not abave pur,
cxsopt perhaps ¢ Sulutary,” by  Alice
Horton, '

It is satisfactory to cowmmn

sonse {o
observe that the writer of * current
events” speaks ol the Upprr House
as  *“the anomnly of 1 Senite which re

prosents nothing.””. An upper chamber is
the rapresen ative of an aristocracy ; wherve,
therefore, there exists nouristocracy to re.
present, suck second chaumber iz an uwee
lens excrescance; which only repossonts an
useless expenditure.  The tHunl apprelien
sions of hasty legislation wineis have usually
influencod 1ts advoontes are the remnnnts of
Bnglish eanvantionalism of irleas from which
_#u fir as it is mischievous, it 1s to be hoped
emapeipation is not far distant.

(To be continued.)

. 'l VOLUNTEER REVIEW,

a7

A MILITARY SCUOOL FOR CANADA.’

To the Editor of the YoLuxtser Review.

Str,—The conclusion to which all who
have given the subject any practical and
careful attention, i3 that Canada now re-
quires a small regular Military Force to sup-
port the civil authority; anlsince tha whole
[mperial Force has been withdrawn, it is
necessary that a regular force should -be
placed in charge of the strategic poihts, as
well as centrcs of population. The Force
being small it should be thoroughly effi-
cient in officers at 1o .st. The offisers should
be thoroughly educate 1 military men, and
should be Canadians, ’

The schome of Lieut nant Col. Fletcher,
as outlined in his Report, reoms fairly
adapted to moet the case, but if carried out
a3 he proposes would still lewe us practi-
cally depoud:nt oa the British Avmy for the
higher ofticors.  We sindl by dependent on
"them for any ¢chome for gome time, but let
us have Canadian cfficers as soon as wo cin
educate them for the position. -

In tho Military S3haol at Quabas wa bave
the plice, and the min o organiza a Mili
tary School of permanent character, where
young Canadians ¢ got militwy elusatioa,
the term of attenl:nco b:ing, say th-o:
years, the cvlet bsing I8 00 19 ynirs of ags
on eateriag, and on coruploting tha course
a commission shoull bas givsa him in the
Regular Fores, or i3 2w by smployed on
Publiec Works, Thae Mditwy Schivol woull
thus give us a class of elducitel man quite
as important as those elucatod at’ Literary
Colleges, available as wiilwiy 1l civil en-
gineers, a3 well as militwry men.

The Ragular Force propadad Ly Liaut.
Colonel Flotcher, should bo organizal, gra
dually, as they are requirad, an:d placed
as indicated above at coutros of population,
and important points, but wherever placed,
and of whaterer arm of the service it may
be, it should be -*a school” which volun
teer officers shoull bie required to attend for
say three months on appointment to the
lowest cominissioneld rank, and should also
be a sclool, or, its officers, a board, which
oflicers should puss on promotion to the
rank of field officer of volunteers. There is
no need to argue ubout Lieutenant Colonel
Fletcher's proposal for ofticers of volunteers
to attend &, military school for six months
on first appointmeat and three months
agun on promotion, for it would be
simply impracticable to get proper men as
officers to attend so long.

St. John, 24th Jan. M8,

 MONTREAL.

—
.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

fhe No. 1 Troop Cavalry, Lieutenant
Tees in command, was inspected on Tues-
day 26th inst,, by the acting D.A,G., Colonel

Bacon. Tae troop was put through several

movements,singls and double ride,incroasing
and diminishing the front by fles, half sec-
tions, fours, &c., also sword exercise by’
Lieutenant Colonel Lovelace, the instructor.
The whole inspaction was very satisfactory,
and the troop had a thorough soldierly ap-
pearance  Colonel Bacon complimented
Colonel Lovelace and Lieutenant Tees on
the efficiency of the mien and intimated
that he could not do ptherwise than to sepd
to Ottawa a very favorable report. :

A movement is on foot to purchase the
Rifle Ranges at Point St. Charles as they are

about to be encroached upon for building
purposes,

Montreal, 29th Jan., 1874.

REVIEWS.

Wa have received from the Publishing
House of LroNarp Scorr & Co. No. 140 Ful-
ton Street, New York, per Messrs. Durie & °
Sox of this city, Bleckwood’s Magazine for
January. It contains the conoclusion of “The
Parisians,”’ which adds one more to the list
of Bulwar’s charming novals, Another serial,
“The Story of Valentina and his Brother,"
1g com'nenced in this nnber, and promises
to be u narrative of great interest. .

We also find the second number of “ Inter-
national Vanities,” treating of ¢ Forms." It
tells of the wording of diplomatic and other
documents and the languages in which they
are writien, is interspersed with quotations
showinyg the style of royal letters, treaties,
elc., and i3 written with a touch of humor
that makes it quito an amusing article.

Then we have *Johin Stuart Mill: an Auto-
biography,’ telling tho story of a pracocious
and isolated childbiood, and its effact on the
whole future life of the mun. It will have a
peculiar interest for those who have the
guiding ot youthful minds, though no one
should pass it by without a careful perusal.

The * Note velating to the Story of the
Missing Bills" is as entertaining as the story
itself, and should be reuad by all fovers of the
marvellous as well as by those of a more
praclical turn of mind. As yet no one seems
able to find a satisfactory solution of the
mystery. . ) .

[t is followed by ** Picco of Heather,” a
gaucy little poem ending with a slight dash
of sentiment.

“ the Indian Mutiny: Sir Hope Grant.”
The writer of this ariicle evidently feels
deeply on the subjsct of this terrible revols,
and. portrays the safferings of the British
from the heat of the climate, as well as the
barbarities of the rebels, in a graphic man-
ner. lle does not fail to recount deeds of
heroi«m, nor to give honor where it is due,

An uccount of the ** New Years Political
Aspect” brings us, all too soon, to the end
of this number. . '

. The increased size of the {ype is a decided
improvement, making the page larger and -
handsomer, and still inare clo::fy resembling
the original. c

B.

REMITTANCES Recolved on Bubscription te

THE VOLUNTEER REVIEW up to Baturday
the 81st ult.

Braniford, Ont.—Cornet ., Weir, to Sept. 1374 $2.00
Brooklin, Ont.—Lt. Wm. Batty, to June, 1874
Clarksburg, Ont.—Lt. 8. 1inhinson, fo Aug. 1874
Elginburgh, Ont.—Eus. J. Healy, to Jan. 1874
Ewra, Ont.—Lieut, Jos. Whimp, toJune, 1874
Frankville, 0.—vapt. A. Lauder, to Ang. 1874
Halifaz, N.§ - Capt. L' J. Biand, to Oct. 1874

2.00
8.00
200

2.00
2.00

Sackett’s Harber, U.8.—Lt. C. Chase, tod.1875 2.00
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B emmamey

WINTER.

Thoudark robed man with solemn pace,
And mauntle muffled round thy face,

Like the dim vision seen by Saul
Upraised by spells from Death’s dark hall ;
Thou sad, small manp,—face thin and old,
Teeth set, and nose pinched biue with cold,—
Ne’er mind ! Thy coat salong and black,
And fisting round thee adl so slack,

Has glorious spangles, and its stars

Are like a conqueror’s fresh from wars,
Who wove it in Tsmé’s aw ful lbom

‘With woof of gory, warp of gloom !
Jove’s planet glitters on thy breast;

The morning stars adorns thy crest,

The waxiuyg .- the waning moon

Clings to th{ turban late or soon ;

Oirons belt is thine—thy thigh

His jewelled sword hangs bﬁghtly by,
The Pleiades seven, Gipsey’s star,
Shineas thy soldier knots afair;

And the great Dog-star, bright, unknown,
Biazes beside thee like a throne.

Tta e fthy cout so Tong and black

S v atd Lbting tound thee slacks
1, vruidered by the Northern Lights
Those silver arrows shot by ‘:rprites.—

Is Wdered by the MitkeyWay .
With awful pearis unknown to-day,
‘Whioh well make up for all the hues
Proud Snmmer brldeiroom-llke may use
Proud Summer with his his roses sheen,
And dress of scarlet, blue and green,
Fioods us with such a sea of light

We miss the faint far dales of Night,

And thoughtless dance, shile he with lute
Begulles us or assists to fraits;

But, like a shade from Spirit-land,

Dim Winter, heckons with his hand—
He beckons; all things davker grow,

Save white churned waves and wreathing snow
Woe pause; a chill creeps through our veiny;
We dare not thank tim for his pains §
We fear to follow, and we creen

To candle light, to eards, to sleep.

Yet when we follow him how deep
The scailet he has got to keep !
How wonderful ! how passing grand !
Tor peering through his storms there stand
The eternal cities of'the sky,
With stars like street-lamps hung on high ;
No angel yet cansum their worth,

- Though angels sang v hen they had;birth,
— Chambers Journat,

ON COLONIAL DEFENCE—A PAPER BY
CAPYI. J. C. R. COLOMB (Late R.M.A)
READ BEFORE THE ROYAL COLONIAL INSTITUTB,
oN 28tH Juxe 1873.

(Continued from Page 18.)

Supposing it to be neutral, it must be re
membered that if purely naval power can
not be entirely relied on for the loeal pro-
tection of our outposts, neither can it be
relied on to prevent the entry into the
Nile of vessels of our evetny, and once there
they would have the whole of our posses-
sions at their mercy, unless we have a force
sufficient to blockade the Rud Sea. Butas
the necessity for the existence of such a
force rests on the possibility of o:r direct
communications being cut somewhere
between the Red Sea and the Enghsh
Channel, it is important to consider how
our fleets in the East could exist, without
adequate means of supply and rapair, inde-
pendent of our home resources.

Such considerations as these point to the
absolute necessity of having a commanding
and strongly defended great naval arsemal

_ in the Eastern hemisphere. Here we might
have ships and stores in reserve; here
should be the.great base.ot haval operationg
in peace and war for all our Eastern flects.
1t is safe to assume that the resources of
Portsmouth, Chatham, and Plymout
would be equal to the task of supplying our
war fleets throught the world at such tima
with ships, stores, und means of repair?
Can we dream of private firms during
maritime war, taking contricts to muiuain,
in  state of affictency, war flcets 6,000 und
4,220 miles off ?

With the development of the resources of
India, Australia, New Zealand, and ahost

of smaller possessions, the necessity for

securing their roads increases, so also
increase the power of providing and sup-
porting adequate means of defence.(a) With
a Russian sea-board on the one hand, and
an American sea board on the other, it can-
not be said that by their remoteness from us
they are removed from danger of attack:
nor must it be forgotten that the very fact
of their distance from us adds to our diffi-
culties in defending them, unless by a
judicious combination of Imperial resources
—to which India should contribute a large

‘| propoition--we render the fleets for their

delence independent to alarge extent of
hoine support. ’

If ravai protection without military pro-
tection be productive of danger to the
Empire, great disaster may also be expected
to result from uttempting to hold distant
possessions by military force, it that force
might be completely isolated and locked
out from its sources of supply and reserves
for want of the naval protection of its com
munication with the Imperial base. 1fit
be asked what we havé done to gu rd
against. the possible isolation of our army in
India? the reply is, we have abolished the
Indian navy and substituted nothing in its
place! (hough India supports the army
necessary fur its safety, it contributes noth-

ing (b) towards a fleet for the protection.

and seeurity of the communications of the
army, without which it cannot exist,

‘I'wo cirtumstlances have lately ocenrred
to threaten our command or this direct
route—the opcning of the Suez Canal, and
the removal of the restrictions placed upon
Russian power in the Buxine, We agreed
to the latter-on moral grounds. Butif on
mor.} grounds we have practically shown
our symnpathy with the desire of, Russia to
accumulate physical force in the Black Ses,
we should extend our sympathy to India
and our Eistern Colonies, aud be careful
it takes. an equally praciical form, by the
creation of & naval arsenal adapted to the
probable requirement of the defence of
tileir cotamuuications: thus balancing the
power of resistance with the increased power
of aggression which our ¢ moral spmpathy’’
has so generously provided.

To attempt to determine the exact site
for such a 1eserve nuaval arsenal for the
Eustern portion of the Empire would be
beyond the scope of this paper, but con-
siderations respecting climate, and its
effects on stores,&c., point to some port of
Australia as best adapted for the purpose.
The strategic importance of Bombuy, how-
ever, cannot be overlooked. It must be
borne in mind that the appliances. such as
docks & machinery for repairs, &c., would be
available for our commercial fleets in peace;
and hence thut Imperiul resources expend-

.ed to provide for the contingency of war,

could not be regarded as money thrown
away in peace.

4th line: To India and the East, and
Australasia, round the Cape, Here the
points are Sierra Leone. Ascension, St, Hel-
ena, Simon’s Bay, the Muuritius and King
George's Sound.

5th line: From Australasia and Vancou-
ver's Island, round Cape Horn. Here we
have Sicrea Lecne, Ascension, the Falkland
Islands, and Sydney. These points are,
however, valueless for the defence of the
line between Vancouver's Islend and Aus-
tralia, but a commanding position for this

(ay Tha tolal value of exports and imports of
Indig, Ceylon, and Australosianisabout four-tifths
f the total value of exports and imports of the

1 Usiited »~intes

(&) 'The contribution of £31,627 per annum from
the Indian Goverament, on account of the ex-
pense of a ticet on Indian séations, 18 practically
nothing,

part of the line has been offered to the
Government—the Fiji Islands. It remains
to be seen whether the Governmant accepts
the offer. It is a position of great impor-
tance from an Imperial strot:gic point of .
view. The Hydrographer of the Admiralty
thus speaks of it: ¢ The Fijis lie nearly in
the direct track from Panama to Sydney,
and if a steamer touched at one end of them
for coal she would only lengthen her voyage
abovt 320 miles, or one day’s run, in a dis -
tance of 8,000 miles, In like manner, in
the voyage from Vuncouver's [sland to Sid-
ney. the touching at Fiji would lengthen the
distance 420 miles in a voyage of 7,000. An
intermediate station between Panama and
Sydney will be most desireable—indeed, if
the proposed mail rout» bha carried .u.. =
indispensable. In the auvu,o statement [
have confined myself to answering ques-
tions referred to me by the Colonial Office;
but, on.looking into the subject, I have
been much struck by the entire want of
Greht Britain of any advanced position in
the Pacific Ocean. We have valuable pos.
sessions on either side, as at Vancouver’s
Island and Sydney, but not an islet ora
rock in the 7,000 miles that separate them.
We have no island on which to place a cal-
ing station, and where we could ensure fresh
supplies.” :

A comparison Letween the value of our
property passing and repassing in the
vicinity of these islinds with that of
other naticns, will show thul we have a
vastly greater interest in maintaining free.
dom of communications in that district than
any other power. It therefore follows that
the military value of the position to any
other muaritime power is greater when
regarded as a means of aggression than as
necessary for purposes of defence. But to
us its possession is vital as a rallylng-point
of defence, though of small value as a base
for offensive operation, On the principle,
therefore, of ‘¢ defence not defiance ''the
military arguments for the annexation of
the Fijis should meet with the approval of
the Government. .

This very hasty sketch of the ground to
be defended must necessarily be subject
to modification and alteration on more ac.
curate and minute survey. It mustbe re-
garded only at present as an attempt to
apply general principles to the Enpire as a
whole.

In the selection of the points the follow.
ing conditions should be fulfilled—I. They
must be in our possession. and an or near
a line of communication. 2. They should
possess natural advantages, such as safe
and commodious shelter for the war and
commercial fleets, easy of access, and cap.
able of defence. 3. They should be as far
as possible the natural rendezvous at all
times of vessels passing and repassing along
the line, and the chief, if not the only,
coaling station of the district they coma-
mand.

'Too much atlention cannot be paid to the
selection of the coaling stalions of the
Empire. They should be under our con-
trol. . Take for example the Weat Indies.
The great goaling station in that djstrict—
St Thomas—is not-in our possession. The
consequence is, that were we engaged in
hostilities in that quarter, a large portion of
our foree-would be necesssrily. employed in
the blockade—so far as our enemy is con-
cerned—of this point, and would be so much
deducted from the force available and re.
quired lor other purposes.

1t is possible at first sight Sierra Leone
and A scension may not appear {0 be of
Imperial yalue, or vo fulfil these ¢onditions,



Feoruary 3, 1873.

TUHE VOLUNTEER REVIEW.

59

to tho fact that thelmperial ronds rornd the
Cape and round Cape Ilorn cross each other
at a pointon the Equator aboyt 23 deg. WV, !
Ifa comparatively small circle with that
centre bo describod on a moreantilo chart,
it will bo found to Includo the pith ofnoarly !
all vessels passing along thoso roads. It
therefora follows that the defenco of the
gen area 80 includedis of Lo groatest im
portance o Australasin and Enstern and
Pacific possessions, and that it would be
usoless to distributo force for tho proteo
tion elsewhere of the commorce of thosa
places unless wo can command that small
area. DBut wo cannot maintain a patrol at
these Imperial cross roads without bases of
operation from which that forco can draw
supplies : we have no choice, thersfore, but
toadapt Sierra Leone and Ascension to the
purpose of fulfilling tins Imperiul require-
ment. It is further essentinlly nece-sary
for the safety of Australia and the East,
that these points should not fall into other
hands, and if we do not adopt measures for
their defenco, there is nothing to prevent
such a contingency.

Now, though the Imperial strategic pcints
Thave nemed are numerous. I think it
will bo {cand difficult, even on close inspec-
tion, 1o reduce the number without risk to
tho safety of the Imperinl lines. It must bo
remembered that a point near a line of com-
unieation, if not securol to our own use
by means of defence, is placed more or less
at tho disposal of our enemy. The position
wo abandon, because we have olhers jn its
neighbourhood, may bo of vast stratagic
importauce to the power havingnone. The
Immense and Imperial imporiance of tho
great umjority of strategic points named, I
think, be much doubted, and thereforo for
purposes of illustrating gencral principles
require 1o further romark. \Ve have seen
that military garrisons are required to pro-
vent their tapture by wsswult. Where aro
they to come from? Wnit provision
hins the Empire made for the s oty of posi-
tions which commanad her roads?

It is our boast that wo are allust secured
from invasion, because we have 100,090
regular troops at home, But whun we are
threatned withinvasion, we are in imminent
peril of investment, As the regular army is
theonly military force we can move,it clearly
follows that, if 100,000 or any largo propor
tion of that number of regular troops aro
necessary to guard against invasion, no
force is avnilablo for garrisms of places on
which the safety of our communications do-

“pends.  We should bave to chioose, at such
n timo, between risking in. asivn or courting
investment, partial or complote. When
this argument is used, it 1s geacrally met
by the assertion thut we have, s shall hare,
a powerful fleot, aned therefore shalt com.
maud the sea, Now the * command of the
sea” isa vaguo term, couvesing no preciso
neaning to the mind. It is, from its vaguo
ness, most valuable to mnystily coustituen—
cies, or to confuse the couception of our
true military requiroments, both in times
of * papie” and intervening  periods of
 parismony.’’ By war ministers it 13 used
altornately to full the awakened conscious—
ness of military weakness, or as an argu-
ment for the reduction of mulitary force. 1o
modt peoplo it mieans something purcly
naval. Tosomo it conveys the idea of
covering the seas with numerous floets; to
otbors, tho possession ofa few ships niore
powerful than thoso of ourneighbours, Few
realize that tho command of the sea can
only be maintained by n scientifiz combina.

1tis thorefare necessary to draw attention l
!

Coloninl defences.

tion of threo things—strategy, purely mili-

tary force, and puroly naval power. Thot
command of tho seais nothing more nnr |
less than the command of tha: Imporial i
raads, tho “securing of the firat lwes of,

Itis important to bear in mind that the;
more war fleets rely on machinary «nd wrti-
ficinl mative power, the more necessiry nro,
fixed bases of operation to their nction, and :
the greator must be the resources of thasa
bases, 1Ienso it is that, as the science af
naval wirlare advances the necessity for
devclopiug these resources at the groat
strategic points, and for efliciently protect-
ing them, will probably incrense.

But ‘- au ounce offuct is worth n pound
of theory ;" and while others dwell on the
political results of the exploits of the Sum -
ter and Alabama, it is desireable not to lo-o
sight of the lesson in Imperial defenco the
cruise of these vessels teaches. € ptiin
Semmes.weiting on board the Sumler, n the
West Indies, remarks: * The enemy has
dnne us the hanour to send in pursmit of us
the Powhattan, tho Niagara. the Irequais,
the Keystone, and tho Sao Jacinis." Not
one of thnse vessels ever cuught her, and il
wo read on wo shall see the reason, ¢ The
Mona passage being tho regular track of U.
S. commerce, it was looked upon as nlmost
a certainty that at least onn cruiser wonld
bo stationel for its protection.” Thesup
poscd certainty, however, was a delusion
Months afterwards wo find Captain Sommos
excliming, “Where can all the cnemy’s
cruisers be, that tho important pusiges we
have lately passed through are all left un-
garded 2 And then ho sarcasticilly alds.
“They ave off, [ suppose. in chase of the
Alabama.” Agiin he suid: *Tioe sea has
its highways and byways, as well as the
land. . .« . IfMr Welles il station
ed a heavier and faster shin~and he hul a
numb-r of both heavier and faster ships—
at the crossing of the thurtieth pa-alial.
another at or near the equator, a little to
the eastward ot Fernado du Noronha, and a
third off Bahia, he must have driven me off,
or greatly crippled me in my movements,
A few ships in the olher chiefl highways, and
his commerce would have been pretiy well
protecled. Dut tho old gentlemau does
not seem to havo thought of stationing a slup
anywhere."(a)

It is impossible that anyone cirefully
stindying the cruiso of tho Sumler and Ala
bama, can avoild the erclusioa that we hive
lad to pay £3,200,000, not so much for
letting tho flahama cscape, but as compen-
sation to tho United Siates for damage
directly resulting from tho vague notion
the head of their naval department had
respecting tho * command of tho sea,” and
his utter incapacity asa sea stratogist.  All
the naval forco of the United States was
powerless to arrest a single ship in her
progress, simply because it wmas avphod
without reference to genecral principles
which guide tho distribution of forco for

the protection of communications.

It is important to obsarvo that there is no
proportion between the forco used in the
interruption of soa communicationsas com
pared with the amount of force required to
securo them. Lo ciipplo the action ofa
siuglo steamer we find it ackunowlodged, by
ono who ought to know best, that several
cruisers would be required at certain points,
A rogular attack upon soa communications,
therefore, fuvolves the employment of an
enormous forco in their defenco; and as the
slations and positions  are nccessarily
fixed, so must bases of oporation bo at

m(a) “My Adventures Afloat,” by Admiral Som-
oY,

hand to supply tho wants of that defending
force.

Thorna i3, hwaver, anothar lasson wa my
learn from the cruise of tha Alabuma,

I which, if wo proit by, is well worth £3,000-

G:1) to aur Empire, 1t is the v.lua of coal

12 offensive vl lefensive apm wians at sea,

We find considerationa regimling tho cone

sumption an.l supply of csai construtly ro-

gulsting an.l lim-ting ths aciion of the Stun-

fer and Afahuma  While we congratulate

Garselves thit “evea tho stores of coal

ureded for marine locimation aro princi-
puly ours,” wo must reqeaber that they

are only ours 80 Ling s we protect them

from destrustim by bumbardment or from

ciptura by assrult, To is therofore of para.

mount importainca that our coal depots
along the Impertd lines shoulld bo efficiont.
ly anl thoroughly defended ; that they
should nat be selected nt haphazard, or
or giluwed at plices in the possession of
wny fareign power whes it.can possibly be.
avoided.

Tho clasing scene of the ciroer of the
Alabama is, howovoer, yet moare instructive
to thoso who have the defenee of the empire
at heart.  True. sho was sunk neiwr to onr
own coust, alminstin Eagli-h waters, by
the gunsof the Aearsage but if we would
lenow what it was thas forced her within tho
rangs of thoss guns wa must carry our .
thoughts fir away to the [ndim Ocoawn,  In
the fur cast wo find Ciplain Semmos
writing as follows: * My ship will have to
80 to dock to have much of her coppor
replaced, now nearly destroyed by constant
cruising, and to have hor boilars “overhul.
ed aud repaired, and this can only bo done
in Europe.” Andento Buropo the AlLtba
‘na came.  Delective an L without adequato
m-ms of repiir, she was no longer ubte to
efliziently fultil her mission, nor quite freo
10 ¢hwo3n thy finl 13 of hoer action, so drag
ding her damnged bmlers and dilapidated
hull down the Indinn Ozean, round the
Cipe and up the broad Atlantic, (a) she
sought refuge nnd repair in a French port,
The rest of her story is soon told. Danied
tho means necessary Lo restore her to her
original eflictency as a slup of war, and with
defective ammunition, she swas compelled -
to engago an antagonist, whoso challenge
shio was from her condition neither fit to
accopt nor able to avoid. In seventy
minules sho was sunk. For want of means
of repair in the Eastern hemisphero sho
lies beneath the watersof the Eaglish Chan-
acl, silently warningus to prolit by the les-
sons sho has taught. =

Bl

Thero is one other popular view respect-
ing the command of tho sea to which 1t is
necessary to refer. It is that tho command of
the noa can be secured by the blockado of
our cnemy's coast. The experiences of the
Americin war throw some light upoa this
argument, In tho Siagaporc Times of
December 9. 1863, we rea({ : “From our
shipping list it will be scen that there aro
no lewer than seventeen wmwerchantmen at
prescat in our harbours. Their gross ton-
nago may bo reughly set domn at 12,000
tons. Some of them lave been lying hore
now upwards of threo months, and all this
ata tine when therois uo dulnessin the
freight markot ; but, on tho contrary, an

(a) **On May 2, w- recrossad the F/&mmr talo
the northiorn hemusphere . . . and ran up to
onr old tollgate, where, as the reader will re-
collect, wo halted on our culwand passaze and
tised the passports of 50 many teavellers. Tho
ruor old Alabama was nob nos what sho bad
heon then, Sho was ltke the wearled fox-hoand,
Hmping bLack aftern long chase, foolsoro ana
longlagfor qulet and ropose,”— Vide ** Mo Adven-
mrcszfnocu.." by Admiml Semm cs. -

- e
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active demunl {ur tuanago to all parts
of the world. It i3 indoed to usa home
picture—tho ouly ons wo trust to have for
many years to come—of the widespread
ovila of iar in modern days, Butit isa
picture quite unique in its naturo, for tho
nation to which those seventeen fino ships
belong has n navy perhaps second only to
Groat Britain, and tho enomy with which
she has to cope is but aschism from herself,
possessed of no port that is not blockaded,
and owning not more than five or six vessels
on the high seas. ‘The taclics with which
tho Federals have to combat are without
precedent, anl tho means to enable them
successfully to do so havo not yeot been de-
vised,”

It isas well to renta ks, that at tho timo this
was written tho nava! force of the Federals
consisted of about 700 ships aud some 40,-
000 men ! Yet it was not cqual to prevent-
g the isterruption of American commerce
in distant sens, although it maintained a
strict blockade of the encimy’s ports. Now
Singaporo was a neutral port, and there-
afforded protectivn to the Federal vessels;
but whero are tho available ports likely to
be nuetral, along our lines, to afford pro-
tection to our comuzercil fleets under simi.
lar circawstances T Tl uatutal roudezious
of commercial fleets arain our possession,
and could only afford protection in propor-
tion to their moansof defence.

. By sccuring basvs of operation for our
war fleets, wo alsu prvidoe salo refuge for
our traders at places whero it is most re-
quired. If over we aro in real danger of
invasion, wo shall Lo actually engagedina
naval war: wo shatt not have tha excase
that tho tactics wo havo then to combat
“are without precedent,” Lut wo may bit-
terly regret that the means * to enablo us
successfuly to do so have notbeenderised,”
not from the lack of powes, but from want
of will.

Whilo it is essendial to guard the strategic
points from capture by military force, itis
cqually necessary Lo sccure their ressurces
irom destruction by bombardment from the
sea; and in many instances military forco
would be—from natural circuinstances and
situntion-~powerless to prevent such a con-
tingency. The destruction of several coal
dopols might Lo acowplished in a few hours
by = single ship w.ith very few guns; and
heavy requisitions, on pain of 1nstant bom
bardment, might he hastly levied on a flact
of inerchantmen ' Qethour by “au intelli
gent masitime Ualan® w the shapeofan
insignificant cruiser, ocven 1 the presenco
of military force. Tiusdanger canin seve-
ral instances only Lo met by port defeaco
vessels, and torpadons. A very smiall loeal
force, if tmiued and provided with theso
weapo. 3, would meet the requirement, But
whero are tho weapons? Whero s the
forco? It will bo 109 Iate to auwait the out.
break of war to provide tho weapons nud to
train tho force, for an atiack on our coal
depots ot tho strategic ponts will nat bo
the Iast, but tho fisst act m tho drama of
future war, Thelmeans for their dest-uc-
tion are always at the dl!l)OSRl;Of any mari-
time power, Lut tho measures for their ade-
quate defenco taho mach timo o Jdovelop.
A singlo cruaer bringing her guns to baar
onono of our coal depdts, would ina few
hours paraly-o tho action of our flest for
months,

It 1s not possiblo hero to entor more fully

mto details ~especting o defencs of tho )

fragrerial mads, woich 13 tho sty and can

bo madn s%a strong st hine, of solomnl dc-ll'mp-"c‘l 1o Lear theis fue 2havo of u‘°|

fonces.  In o way can our Colonics and
1 -ss2eesions be co etliciently profested s by

a fimm comwmand of thoir conmuuunications,
for with e exception of Cunada :ni India
they would thus Lo exempted from the
possibility of attack, and unless Canada and
India aro to be cut off' fromn succour amd
support, their communications must be held,
como what may. .

‘Tho lines of Colonialdefencas niay Le thus
summarized : —

1. 'I'ho defence of their communications,
which involves fortifying the imperiil strate-
gic poin's and the oxistenco of a purely
naval and a purely military force ; theono
equal to the task of lzeeping opon tho rouls
betwoen the points, the othor suflicient to
securo those points from capturo in the
necassary absonce of tho fleot.

2, The iulerior line of soa-defence, which
must provile against the destruction. by
bombsardment from the sea, of nuval resour
ces at 'the strategic pomls in cascs where
that object canuot bLe securad by land bat-
teries and military force. It also includes
similar provision for the protoction of
Colonial mercantile poris to nrevent their
commercial reduction by epormous requisi-
tions, .

3. The defence of the soil of all Colo-
nies and place not mnecessary to the
Lmopire as nulitary and’strategic positions

Having thus briefly viewed the nature of
our requirements, it is desircable to draw
some practical conclusions a¥ 10 hLow they
can best bo met.

The communications ofthe Ewpire being
the commen property of all its component
parts, cach portion, acccrding to tho use it
makes of them, has a direct intorsstin

olj-ct.

Fhe firces inten.led for the dofenco of the
communications must bo Imperial, and not
Colonial. They must bo propared to act at
any point on the lwperial lines where they
may happen to berequired. Naval Colonial
forces created under tho Naval Defoanco Act
of 1855 are only of vilue, and that to & very
limited extent, towmeet tho necessities ot
100 sccoad oz iaterise lines of Colonial Da-
fence.

The force necessary {ar tho defonce of tho
Imperial communications should be under
the control of one directing head,  As miii-
{ary forco 13 necessay for tho support of
naval poreer, as i3 in our case military 18 in
its turn depenilent up n naval power, tho
distribution of th= ono ruust have referenco
to that of tha other. i, therefore, the mils-
tary force1s nander the? control of ono do-
partizent, and the naval forco under that of
aunther, tho defeacse of our connunications
is, to uso o homely phrasy, ' botwween two
stools.” In vamn might our **Admiralty”
despateh floets to distant seas, if tho bases
of their operatims. are not sccared Dby the
“War Cflice,” cqually valueless would be
the distribution of military forco for tho

if tho Admiralty do not keep tho communi-
cations botweon them opea.  Unless thero
bo a war minister responiiblo for, aud con.
trolling tho general priaciples which should
.govern thocnction of cachdepartmeat, noth-
ing but confusion can result when the Im-
‘P(‘ﬁ.ﬂ communications arc in dangar.

If the Colonies w0 1¢ally in camncal in
matlers relating to their defence; itis timo
they should combine to farco on tho atten-
tion of the Imperial Parliament the neglec-
ted stale of the lnperial roalds, and the
necessily fur devising adequate meaws for
their  security.  They mast, howover, bo

burden,
{To be cantinund,)

their defence, and should contribute to that®

protection of those laces Ly tho War Oflice, |

! (Conlinu.d fiom Dugye. 53)

1

s parted wmith hus carly faath in such o Mon.
archy as that winch the Wing levolulon
planted n Eugland. At the age of eighty-
six hug opintons are much tho same as they
were at tho age of twonty.five. A prolessor
then, heisa professor still, although hie has
no chair. and lectures only wth lus pen.
o i3 stil a doctrinairo and a Royahst.
While hus ol and floxible nival, M. Ilners,
has been converted to the behiof that peace
can bo brought to Franco by a Hepublic
alone. M. Guizot1s as ngwd a8 ever s
Louts Philippism. Born a £'rotestunt, he1s a
Protestant stithand mstead of growing more
Liberal with years, he has become more
Purican. It was ho who led tho orthodox
parly in tho Lrotestant Consistory last
year, and e Las been tryng to induce the
Council of State to put the Liberal Protest:
ants out of tho Church. If consistency bie 2
virtue, M. Guizot merits a bigh placo among
the samts. But, whatever mnay be smd of
Ins faults and s fuilings, tho fect remuins
that stands among the most romarkablo
men of s timo, and that his hifo 13 an object
of intercst to Europe us well as to France.

foue Bread Arrae, i criticising somo of
tho weak pomts of the “newdnll,’” notes
the following as among ils peculiarities:
Tho captain of a compunyis no longera
mero gunle, but is posted where Lo can be
of roal uso 1n supenintending his command.
Yot the feld officers arc still encumbered
with tho cares of dressing and covering,
Thoe sword is returned in skirmishing, yet it
is still carriad drawn to the great inconven-
ience and oven danger of its bearer, in bat.
talicn movements, wiwn tho troops are not
firing, nor oeven suppozed to be in sight of
tho enemy. Several terms and words of
command have Leen sssimilated to those in
use in cavalry. Tho diflicult and intricate
“ counteniarch by ranks™ is retained in-
stead of the sumple and speedier * counter-
march in files” or * fows.” In marching
past in quarter column, tho troops armed
1 with the long riflo ara to carry it at tho trail
‘ instead of nt theslope. 'Tho long process
* of teaching recraits their ¢ fours” could, our
! contomporary urges, be much coadensod by
'simply instracting them to form fours-degp
at onco at tho word ¢ Fours™ and thento
turn as required on getting tho further
command * Right,'* @ Left,)”’ or ** About.”
Criticising tho uscless subtloties of tho drill,
itsays : ilo bas to remomber (1) \_vholher ho
isin frontor rear rank; (2) o rightorleft
file; (3) an odd or oven number; (4)tho
number of his cornpany ; (5) of his Ialf
company; (6) of his section, and whether he
is in a right or left half battalion or com-
pany; (7) which is his proper front: with
many other things ¢° too numerous to men-
tion.” Isit desirablo or expedient to =l
! {0 th1s load on his mind, simply for the salo
i of ghor, or 10 savo his officer’s breath.

Philadeiphia despatdies confirm tho state-
mcnt that tho cluldren of tho doad Siamese
+‘Pwing havo consented that their remains
;sh:ll bo sold to medical authorilics for

lm:ienljﬁc rurpeses, Dr. Hollingsworth Lav.
,ing arrived from North Carolina with that
object in view. I'hysicins in Now York and
clsohero will contribulo towards mising
'uxo sum required, which is Lelioved to bo
about $10,000.




