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e NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS.

Accordmgtn the common’ chronologyl th svents natiated in our lesson o ocs nrted
bont B C 1760, when Jacob was 77 years ofd.  With aahe would beconsidered s very
Id man; but seeing that bis- Tite. spanned 180 gears, his.oge would «ompare rather, with. -
hat of & tan of 34 o our Hime Read the Incerwening chapters and note how one sin -
xgds to nolher, $nd ﬂm downward conrse ends in disaater <

&

The” Dream vs 10-12 EI. Ifhu Promise. vﬁ % ;

I Tuas ‘Dmaw 10. Beersheba—What does thia pame mean, and when was it
iven?, Gen. 21: ¢5-31. He went away qhite glone (Gen. 32: 10). Hisroad Iay
Lrough Cangiah from South to North, past Hebton, Moriah, Bethel, and: Sichem, across
« Jordan, through the land of Gl!m.d aad Bashan,. past t.ha city of Damascns to «the
eld of Syria " (Padanaram) in whivh Haran, the - city of Nahor' (ch. 24: 40) waz
itnated.  This journey wmﬂd be abont 160 -mileslong. Jacob reaps what he hassown,
is- dishonest plans.for winning the heishipled to hls exilefrom home. Rebeka, too,
nfers for her part. She- ‘never sees her déar son again. She thonght she wBS- enlv
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sending him away for a fow weeks until Esu's resentment would blow over, but she
did not remember , that she wa¥™ putting hini in the power of a brother as cunning as
herself, nor did she ever dream that he ‘Wwould full so d&ply in:love with anotber as to
forget'hor, (Deodds). When Jacob st out he had notbing but his staff with him (ch
¢ 32:10). Yet thut stafiwas the emblem of o shepherd. Tt meant that he could do-one
.. thing well. When the youngsut-out in Iifo, how vastly important that they know
¢ how tocarry the “staff” on which they areto lean for o livelibood, und by which they
- aro to glorify God and bless their fullow men. 1. He lighted upon a.certain place
4 _.lit. 4 he fgh gponhe plage, - Hediad travelled shont 5 wiles, and this-may have
“heen his first night upon the road. *The word indicates that he had aimed to reach
* this place; that he hud purposely chosen, as his first resting place, the spot hallowed
# by Abraliam’s altar. The latter occupied two daysanda paft of o third m going to
*_mount HMoriah, but Jacob, fearing pursuit by his brother, would travel inuch tagter. It
. ¢ may have been that-thg gates of Lugz, like those of all Eastern cities, were closed at sun-
J down-and he was compelled to camp outside ; or be may not have cared to associate
with t4é beathen.in his present state of mind. Lo him: this was no-great hardship.
"4 The Syrians ond Palestinians:do-it every night Wrapped.only in his dba, or mautle,
= tHy native does-udt find fault with a bed In the open air” (Tsanc Hall). - No doubt
- <+ Jacob felt very lonely and before he full asleep would pray.as he never prayed before ch,
© . > "35:3). He could notavoid-the consequences of hig-topduct’ but.he could-seek pardon
. ‘for bis'guilt Wegried in body and exhausted in sgﬁ:ﬁt, the last 100k of the. twilight
, - Iandscape mingled with the-heayenward longings of his soul to produce the mosu glori-
/- ong dream that ever barst.on-a slesper's vision 12, He dreamed—God often oude
v nse of dreams-for conveying messages to the minds of men, and it would be rash to say
*'.. , that he nerer does so mow. - Yet-therg ia-s0-much follisb superstition-on the subject,
. that téachers would do well t» speak-a warning word:here. Ordinarily we are left to,
. govern cur-coudnet by reason and conscience, antd the.common:sense of wide-awake men
~_ giid women ‘Whoever abandong.these for dream interproters will become the sport of
bis own fancies and an easy -prey to deceitful and ficked men. A ladder—« The He-
g, Prew word translated +ladder " oconrs but in this single passage, and so faras we can
™%+ judge, wotld be more correctly rendered staircase - derived-as it is from a verb.signify-
" ’ingto raise orpils up. A twwering clevation as of hill piled on hill, consisting of
ledges of rocks, serving:as steps by ¥ ich.it foight be-ascended, would correspond far
> «hetter With the meaning of the word:than-a golitary, narfow, unsupported ladder, offer-
+ ing o seemly ‘footing for ascending or descending angels .In approaching Bethel, the
- hillsides presented: frequently such an-exact resemblance to the-steps -ofa-stair, that it
. may have been from them that the vision of Jacob's drears was borrowed.” (Hanna),
"7 “Jacob'sconseioushess of sin took away his:sense.of God's presence. The dream iza
‘@raciousiandwir-to prayer. ‘Communication is re-established:between earth and-heaven.
“Angelic-ministries have aot ceased (Heb. 1+ 14). God has not forsaken -him, The
. - ladder ina-strikipg type-of Christ (Jotin 1- 61) ' Thetrue staircase by which heavan.
~ *Iy-messengers-ascend aad debcend in the Son.of Man. Itis he who really bridges the
- . Intexval between hgaven and esrth, God and man, 1n s person-the divine and human
- aretnited? (Dods). He has bpenéd up.s way of access to-the Father by the atonément
he has mide. Through him as heat over all thinks. te-the churh the blessings pur,
chased by his blood vome down-to men, and all -our prayers ascend through. him as the
- great High Pnest and Intercessor John 14+ 6. The stairwvay may_alsu represen
haman life ; based-op_earth, it reaches'up to God-and beaven. -Or it may stand for al
the modes-of commpunivation, hetween theseen and-the unseen, such as God's revelation
- of kimself in his Word, on the (¢une-band.and the craving of the human heart asse
.+ fortlyin prayer, on the other L
* M Yur Peomse. 13. | am the LORD God—+*T am Jehovah the God, &e!
Phc divine Person who.appeared.ty the patriarchs.expressly calied himself » Jehovah
" on but one ‘other occasion (¢h. 15: 7). His most commaon appellation is % Go
-« " Almighty " (EI Shaddat), while he gives the name ¢ Jebovah ¥ to the great and-glori
" Being whose Aungel, or Messenger, hois. Since he bas aright tocall himself « Jehovab,
yet i personally distinet from the One ugually xo termed, he can beno other than of
of thes Divine Trinity, that s, out Lord beforg bis jncarndtion The margin-of the
V reads the Lord «atood besidepJacub ™ This dream in-agin referred to i ch. 35 1
. 43- 3 God reveals himself in his covenant relationship and accepts JacopAs the hei
 of Abrabam &o far-as-the Messiani, promises are-voncerned. - These he # gcifies ane
' and Jacob beromes-the third 1. the triad of patriarchs (see Ex 3:6) i
- parfolsand .grandparents,we-bave myre reason to he proud of our descent from the
thon if they had,béen kimgs amd gaeens. Whatever the world may ofthem « G
= not-ashamed 20 be catleid thelr God 7 (Heb. 11: 16), and he expegls us to ‘be wort
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- ofithem. "He will bless us for their sake as he, did Jacob.- Read Pr. 103 17. Do not
" despise the herftige of God's blessing. 14. Note the four things promised (1) the
land of Canaan, Gen. 13; 16; 354 12, (2) A" numerous posterity, Gen, 13: 16. (3)
A blessing for fhe world, Gen. 12: 3; 18: 18; 22; 18; 263 4. (4) His personal pro-
tection and guidance. The last scems to be the ope which Jacob feels just then to be
the most precions  To the West—lit. « seaward” i.. e. to the Mediterranean . sea.
Cangan was the homu of the Hebrew langunge and anyone who wrota it, although he

ight live in Egypt-or Arabia, would use the Hebrew terms fur the p8ats of the com-
ass. The use of this word is'no evidence that the writersof Genesls &ived n Canaan.
“TUltromontane " means “ beyond the mountains,” and was first usud contemptuously,
by the Italians, in refercnce tothe.uations north of the Alps. It now means the ex-
treme view of papal rights beld by-the pupe and Jesuits at Rome, south of the Alpy, and
one living in Ttaly wounld use it in-this sense. The word would:give no hint of the re.

Vsidence of the writer. In thy sead—(ch. 12. 3, 18: 18, 32. 18, 26.. 4). «It would
not be difficult to show thgt Jacol's descendents have beon the vory salt-of the-earth in
all ages, a source of blessing to the successive genorations. Kings' and «Chronioles™
shew that they were bad-enough under the late munarchies, bat, bad as they were, they

were the best the world'then had.” When held captives in Babylon and Persia they be- -

came -a fountdin of moral health and intellectual vigor. When the teimple was rebuilt
their saving puwer was.cuntralized-and intensified, ~ And though they did not in moss

accupt, the-Saviour, they in a very truesense passed Him on to:the Gentiles:, for the .

16fty conc. ptions-of God contairied.in the Holy Bcriptores had already awakened the

attention of the heathen world, and Jewish synagugues became the first preaching . -

placos of the gospel. In an even-ditecter senso'the guspel came through them, for of

Jacob’s seed, according to the flesh, Christ came.” (Doherty). Sév:QGal. 3. 16. 15,

Against his fourfold cross thereis a fourfold comfort. (1) Against the luss ofhis friends,
+I will be with thee.” (2) Against the loss.of his country, 1 will give thee this
lond " (3) Against his poverty, « Thou shalt spread abroad, &c.” (4).Agajnst his
solitariness, angels-shall attend:thee and « thy sced shall bo-as the.dast, &¢.” (Tmpp).

E  Any Israelite indeed would be willing to take np with Jagob's pillow, provided he

might have but Jacob’s.-dream. (Matthew Henry). As childien of believing parents,
L with-covenant blessings Jlalmed for us in baptism, we may serve ourselves heirs to-
these gracious promises.(Gal. 3. 27). How blind thefolly, how deep the ingratitude,
how deserved the doum-of those who refuise to- accept this birthright of divine favor.
If we will not make Jacob’s vow, we. reject wur coyenant God. - X'am with thee,? ch.

265 24; 31. 3. «I will keep thee,” ch.48. 16, Ps. 121.6,7,8. «I willbring thee

i again " Twenty-eight years aftgrwards ch. 36.. 6. 1 will notleave thee,” Deut. 31 :
6,8. Josh. 1. 5; 1 Kings 8. 57, Heb. 13: 5. Refer to-these passages and endeavosr

£

| to impress-the scholars with their need of snch-a steadfast Friend (Num. 23; 9. . .

~

isd THE, Vow. 18, Jacob.could-not have bgaﬂedsoignaraht; of'the&t.th‘bqte&dfﬁéd' .

a3 not to know-that he was omnipresent (ch. 24% 3, 14.42, Po. 139). Noz doeshe

| speak asif he shared the superstitiuns of the heathen regarding savted places, God.
might manifest hitself to-his worshippes at une place as.ceadily asat another, butevery.

 local theophany created a - Bothel " and the:spot was necessatily ballowed henceforth

b by sacred associations. That God woeuld appear-on the rocky hills of Luz was-entirely

f unexpected by Jacob, and his-exclamatiop expresses grateful susprise -and revgrential

f awe. ' This igthe fitst time that Gud hag spoken to him, hence his profound emotion.
v All the world. wears a’ new glory and awe-to him. The world that bas_been so bléak
‘B and empty is filled with a majestic vital piesence. Jacob is no longer a. mere fugitive
f from thé result, of his own sin, . shepherd.in search of employment,.a-man setting out

[ in the world:to-try Lis-fortune; he-is the partner with God in the fulfilment.of a-divine '

- purpose,” (Dods). 17, He was afraid—Jacob's feat was not terror but raverential
f awe. Rend Ps. 341, 111: 10, Ecc. 5. 1, and shew the propriety of preserving the
sacred assoclations 8f church: buildings, withont allowing-oniselves to fall into saper-
stition. Also the daty of a ieyerent demeangr in God's presence, Ses Ex. 5. 53
$ Josh. 5. 15 Heaven draws«ver} near the devbut, spiritually minded worshipper in
“the place’ where prayeris wont to be made,” -18. Set it up as a pillar—Jacoh
wished to mark the spot ‘fur future recognition. The oil conseirated ig as a sacred
memorial. This act-of the-patriarch is not.tv be.compared to-the idolatrvus veneratjon-
Jpaid to stonies by heathen nations This stune is never worshipped, indeed we never
vead-of it again in the Bible or authentic history. In erecting this monnment Jagéh
obeyed a wise instinct. « Human natuce needs-external:-reminders; presentations to-cye
and ear of cenfral religious:truths-and facts. By fised.hours of worship, by rales.and
‘habits of devotion, and especially by the monumental ordinance of the Lord's. Supper,
must we cherish the memory of known truth, and deepen former impressions.” (Dods),
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They are also an inspiration tq others 10. Bethel—i. e. « House of God” Trom
(ten. 12 : 8 we might infgp that the place was so named in Abraham's day. Bethel and
Luz seem to have been flistinet (Josh. 16: 2), but close together (Josh. 18 : 13). The .
writer of the book of Genesis-uses the name which the descendents of Jucob preferred,
and applies it to juciude Luz as well (Judges 1: 23). Jacob may haye slept under the

* shelter of the sitar which Abrabam built. 20.22,  Jacob did not mean te make « har-

xain with God. All that ho-mentioned has already becn promised o him We should 3
vead « Since God has given me-these gracious promises, I give myself to-Him, and set up 3
this stone as-a memorial of my conseoration.” Here Jacob seems to tako & step in ad- 3
vance of his-predecessors, Thisis:no ordinary vow referring to gome special-or oceasion-
alrosolve. It-is'a spontaneous movement of the soul towards God Tt is the grand and
. rolemu-expression of the soul's-free, fuil.and perpetual acceptance’of the Lord to he its §
ownGod. Itis the most frank and.opep “gtterance of ngwhborn spiritual liberty from 32
the heart'of man- that has yet appeared-in the divine fecord  (Murphy). Notice the 2
fonr things that Jafob trusts God for; Presence, Protection, Provision, and Peaceful re- 3
tuin. His desires in regard to-earthly things ate-moderate, lie reeks first the kingdom 3
of God. Notethe two thingshe pledges himself for, (1 He will hooor God's honuse, 3

_ (3) Ha will give one tenth to-God's cause We efinnot give ourselves and wighold our

> gifts. Some-one has cleverly said ¢ vpemonalrdot‘xseeraﬁon should be spelled:Rarsestnd- 3

. all consecration” v '
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,. Owing tothe copigusmnotes this week, we;mhst leave teachers to fil up the outltine §
fa'r’tﬁemsﬁlyeis. v, ' e . Ve s - 3
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pased on the text-book, ©* The Sabbai;bi»ﬂéﬁool Teaché:;?;.ﬂ‘andi)obk v bi',; The Prinociples§

" and Practice of teaching, with special-reference_to the 8abbath School,” preparg‘\db'

© Principal Kirkland of the Toronto Normea} School:

B

"+ (@) To the laws of thental growih at differont poriods oFlie. "

1L Admmcgzqfagﬁodszyho@ ) -~ e s

.. THE ART OF TEACHING—Cuimed. -
; ﬂe?&oda q;.{l'ea,clu‘ng:‘mysz; conform t;<tha t_hvzéeﬁl{owz’py, Prfnqz‘piéa : ‘
. @yTo ;he‘sgegialwqp&fgoteﬁgﬁcs?pf, the knowledge wo-are communicating. - - ]

. (3) To tho purtioular purpese of tho fnstruction. T R

xed‘pdx'posezmpsuigss'»ﬁatk' of Tosing sight of #

... (1) The teacher starting with a fi
C -+ audwpissinghis way. ST e e

- {2y Havipg carefully reflested-on the,means at his command, he is inote. like§
o choosedheltst, ¢ - - cnnio o

(3) Sincehe is sure of the end In, view and of the meatis of ‘attaining it,
depends:only on-himself to reach it as soon'as possible. - ]



