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“]fany man speak, ict him speak as the oracles of God.”
“Tlus s love, that we walk after his commandments.”

VOL. VI COBOURG, FEBRUARY 1852 NO. 2.

Irom the Christian Baptist.

THE BOOK AND SPIRIT OF GOD.

We are apt,, in interpreting the holy seriptures, to suppose a hun-
dred things sald of = sinners,” of ©natural men,” of * children of
wrath” of * the dead” of - those without strength,” were spoken of
persons who were cireumstanced as the inhabitants of the British
Isles, or the citizens of the United States ; never taking thought that

thereare essential differences between those without, and those under,
the 1evelation of God  This single fact, clearly apprehended, is like
applying the pruning Look to the vine - it lops off a great many quo-
tations and applicatious of” sevipture which are thought to bear upon
the sons and daughters, the brothers and sisters of christians, as if
they were born in tribes, aud uations wlere tlhe name of Jesus has
not been Licard.

1 have long felt an unconquerable repugnance to that system of
religion which destroys the use of the holy seriptures to unconverted
or unrcgenerate men.  The dostrine of physical and irresistable en-
ergies of God's Spivit upon unbelieving men, as absolutely and indis-
pensably prerequisite to their deriving any religious benefit from all
that is written on the sacred pages : from all that is spoken by chris-
tiar tongues, from all prayer and supplication addressed to the Fa-
ther of all ; from all and every moral aud religious means. is, in my
view. at war with Moses and the prophets ; with the Lord Jesus and
the apostles; with the whole Bible ; with all rational analogies ;
with all the facultics yet belonging to the human racc ; with all and
cvery thing, natural, moral, and religious, except the sheer, inopera-
tive dogma of some indoctrinated fatalist. I do therefore, with all
my heart, soul. mind, and strength, oppose every proposition. posi-
tion, and sentiment, which either grows out of. is counccted with, or
looks towards. the estublishment of such a cold, lifeless, and inopera-
tive system . believing it to be entirely unauthorized by the Holy
Spirit, and that it is the most genuine wresting of the seriptures to
the destruction of thousands, who are now, as they have been for
centuries, standing all the day idle ; some running into all manner
of cxcess : and others luoking with aching hearts for some irresistable
wind, afflatus, or spirit, to carry them, not literally, but figuratively,
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. ag Elijah was taken, in a whirlwind o beaven.

I sec some systems tinctured with this principle, which disavow it,

: and I have felt a good measure of it in. all these theories about the
- Holy Spirit’s operations upon unconverted men.

I have contended that the Spirit of God has done something which
renders unbelief and unregeneracy 2 sin in all men who have access
to the Bible; independent of any thing to be done; and I have
taught that it will do something for those, who, from what it has-done,
are immersed into the faith of the gospel.

‘What it has done, has given strength to the weal, life to the dead,
and reclaimed enemies to God—what it will do, is to- beget & holy
spirit and temper, to fill with peace and joy, and righteousness, those
who believe. I will not therefore, with the speeulative philosopher,
make what the spirit of God has already done of none effeet, to make
way for something yet to be done. Nor will T ascribe every thing to
what the spirit has done, in the inditing and confirming the testimony
to the exclusion of any influence upon the minds who, through faith,
have been immersed for the remission of sins and this heavenly gift.
Thus the scriptures encourage all to activities. The vhole world
with whom this Spirit of God strives in the written word now as it
once did in the mouths of the prophets and apostles, have 1.0 excuse
for their infidelity or unregencracy—and those who have put on the
Lord Jesus are invited.to abound in all the joys, cousolations, and
purifying influences of this Holy Spirit  Such is the operative sys-
tem of supernatural truth—the scupe of the practical principles of
the Bible.

Those who hive contended for physical and irresistable influences,
have found themselves at variance with the manifest scope and bear-
ing of a large portion of the apostolic addresses to their auditors.—
They, to prevent or to obviate the charge of making the word of God
of none effect by their traditions. hiave invented a curious doctrine of
“ common operations,” contradistinguished from the special ; and,
like the pious Mr. Baxter, have attempted to reconcile the jarring
systems by making it possible for a!l gaspel hearers to be saved and
certain for some—possible for all wl.o did not resist the common ope-
rations ; and certain for all upon whow the irresistable or special
operations were employed. Thisisa lame expedient. Their dec-
trine of common operations is as uncerintural, as their special opera-
tion is subversive of all praise or blame. of aJl virtue and vice, of all
excellency in faith, or criminality in unbelief. The. Bible doctrine
requires not the aid of either system.

Let no man say that in explicitly opposing both systems, we argue
that men are converted without the Holy Spirit By no means. The
Spirit of G 1 works upon the human mind as well as dwells in it. It
works by the record which God has given of his Son, as the spirit
works by the body of & man—elothed with this record, it enlightens,
convinces, and converts men. It is never once said to work in any
other way upon the minds of men since it consummated the record.
Even in convineing the world of sin, righteousness, and judgmens. in
the age of miracles, it did this in words concerning Jesus. When
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men hearken to the word, they hear the Spirit of God; when they '
will not hearken, they resist the Sp:rit of God. It makes every man
who hears the word able to believe, by adapting its testimony to his
capacity, so that his unbelief is wholly his own sin, owing to aversion,
and not to incapacity.

Men are not made christians as Balaam’s ass was made to speak,
or the whale to vomit Jonah upon dry ground. Yet still they are
enabled to belicve by the Holy Spirit, and without its aid no man
ever could have believed in Jesus, as God's own 3on. In one sen-
tence all men who hear the Spirit of God, (and every man born in
these United States may bear this life giving Spirit,) have all natur-
¢ al inability removed. Salvation, or the heavenly inheritance,  is
. of faith, that it might be by grace or favos,” says an apostle.

That the Spirit of the living God has made it 80 to every man, and
.. so works upon all men who read or Jear the record which God has
i given of his Sou :.s to remove all nacural incapacity out of the way, is
", just what makes the record of Jesus glad tidings of great joy to all
:« people. And nothing less than the views above given make the gos-
i pel glad tidings of great joy to every body. There is not a phrase,
i word. or syllable in the New Festament that is in the least irrecon-
i+ cilable with this simple view of the Gospel. Where the Spirit of God
is not heard, men are without strength, and cannot receive the things
of the Spirit of God. Where it is heard, every person is empowered
to belicve.

And in the mean time I will only add, that while many agree with
this view cof the Gospel on one side, they take a view of it on znother
side incompatible with the nature of grace or favor altogether, by
representing the whole matter as dependent upon some «iZ subduing
operation as physical as the creation of light—without which i is all
a dead letter.

PRAYER.
No. IL.

Having urged the duty of prayer, we would not lose sight of its
spirit or the manner in which it should be offered. He who prays
_ lest his conseience should upbraid him, is near akin to him who kneels
{1 down and “ says his prayers” while his heart and mind are on some-
i thing as far removed from @od as the “ man of sin” is from the Apos-
: tle Peter. “ He who comes to God must believe that he is, and that
it he is a rewarder of those who dilligently seek him.” Nor is love to

God and man less essential than faith, if we would be blessed in our
. approaches to the great author of our being: When'we call on the
i name of the Lord because we love him, then is the exercise joyful,
1 peaceful and blessed. Hence the necessity of a dilligent study of
| the divine record. He who “looketh into the perfect Jaw of liberty”
; with the intenseness of a dilligent student, sees so much of the wis-
i

dom and izt and lovo of Jehovah as concentrated and made mani-
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fest in the Lord Jesus Christ, that his soul is filled with admiration
and love. He exclaims, * Lord what is man, that thou art mindful
of him, or the son of man that thou hast visited himn.” ¢ What am I,
or my father’s house, that thou deignest to make us kings and
priests to dwell with thee forever I Is it possible that Jesus loves
me and bas given himself for me 1 « Blessed bLe lis holy name—
may I never cease to love, praise, and adore him " Thus he culti-
vates a suitable state of mind to come into his presence.

To be able to hold converse with kings and emperors ; to thank
them for favors and to implore their continuance ;—we arc greatly
assisted and encouraged by listening for some time to what they have
to communicate. If we find them well disposed towards us—if they
seem kind and affable, we'are greatly relicved from our embavrass.
menty, and much encouraged to address them freely ; we fear not to
pour out before them our whole heart.  Such is the state of mind
possessed by the disciple of Jesus who dilligently ponders the Living
Oracles—not as a ¢ dead letter,” but as God’s message of love and
mercy to lost and ruined man. e believes that God loves him. e
exclaims, “ We love him beecause he has first loved us ;7 and Le ap-
proaches him with couraze and confi Ience.  T'he move he is with the
Lord in secret, the more delight he takes in doing the will of God
from the heart. No dutics are irkscme tothe servant who delights
in the will of his master. * Lord it is my meat and my drink to do
thy will.”

Tn this state of mind the true hearted disciple of Jesuy, swwhether in
the social circle or great congregation, vill not order his werds or his
tones to please his auditors. IIe will speak as in the presence of God.
How much, alas! men pray to their hearers! Certain expressions
and .passages of scripture are warped in, because men of peculiar
opinions are present ; and there are men sufficiently ingenious to es-
tablish or refute any doctrine while ostensibly speaking to Jchovah !
Will a man mock God ?  Yet this is mocking him ! We would not
dare thus to trifle in the presence of cus rulers.

Many must get on just such a tone and their voice at a certain key,
or they do not enjoy prayer ! They would be ashamed to speak to
one of their neighbors in such a style.  Indeed, if some of our vocif-
erous “ able men” in prayer—who slap their hands together and rock
to and fro like a ship at sea—were to speax thus to one of their neigh-
bors, they would be avoided as mad-men ; and yet with the masses
this is the height of devotion.  Others there are who mutter or speak
St()i éo&v that they are baroarw.ns to all whe would be otherwise
edifie

ool e ]
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I have known men who would abruptly break off from an animated
discussion of some common-place topic, and the next moment speak
to the Lord, and the succeeding moment renew the conversation [—
Such persons have singular conceptions of the might and majesty of
Jehovah. I have heard some christians pray in a careless, familiar
tone—addressing Jehovah without the interjection O ! or any other
prefix. My spirit has been relieved when they said amen.

I now call to mind two excellent brethren—so far as human eye
could discern, equally devout—but exact contrasts in the manner in
which they spoke to the Lord. When one proaounced the final amen,
we arose slowly from our knees. Indeed, we wished longer to remain
in that position. It was otherwise when the other concluded. After the
prayer of the latter, we hung our leads for several minutes ! The

. sound of a water fall had suddenly stopped. We were in amazement

As we would contrast propricties and improprieties, & brief sketch
of these brethren may be the best way of giving to the reader our
ideas of the true style of addressing the Great Jehovah,—whose name
a Jew never dared to utter | The seribe eleaned his pen and then
dipped it anew into the ink before he even presumed to write it !

Bat to the sketeh : Brother E. was a zealous, good man. When he
said “ let us pray,” every one heard him ; but the next moment he
was speaking to the Lord ! TIis language was common-place, but
strong, often extravagant. * Look down, O Lord, from thy topless
throne and bless us, &e.,” is an cxpression that may convey some
faint idca to the readcr of the peeuliar expressions to which allusion
has been made. After praying 2 few minutes you would suppose that
he was about to conclude ; and then he would launch out again into
the deep, and you would doubt what the end would be ! You would
feel that the prayer was very long, and suddenly you would be let

. down from an intense height, and you would open your eyes in

amazement that he alone seemed affected by tie prayer. The silence
for sometime was oppressive.  You were not relieved till some other
exereise was called for; it was execedingly difficult to realize that .
you were engaged in worship. Nothing but the conviction that he
Wwas a smcexdv good man could prevent your thinking of the priests
of Baal who cried aloud and cut themselves with knives and Ia.ncetg }

Brother D. was a large patriarchal looking disciple—with venera-
ble and commanding aspect. When he said “ let us pray,” he arose
calmly and carefully—he bowed down slowly and reverently. Every
sourd was hushed—all rustling ceased. So still was the house that
evexlr cne seemed ty breathe as softly as possible.” After the stillness
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of a few moments, bis first words, clear and distinct, fell upon the
ear, and found a response in every devotional heart. Iaving ae-
knowledged the presence, greatness, wisdom, goodness and merey of
the Lord, he brought us all before the Lord. Ivery one felt that he
was remembered before the throue of grace. No words or phrases
were used for effect, but just the language neeessary to bring us all
into the presence of the Lord. The tone was natural. Ile plead for
us with the confidence of a believer in God, a3 the fountain of life,
light, and immortality ; yet as one wholly dependent upen Ieaven’s

mercy for all blessings for time and eternity. We felt that we were -

in the presence of God. As he drew near to the end of his petition,
his voice gradually fell but such was she stillness that reigued, every
word was audible ; and when he eeased every one responded amen.
No one hastily arose from his knees, or scemed anxious to assume his
seat ; all were calin but deeply affected. The language of every eye
and countenance secemed to be—

“ My willing soul would stay
In such a frame as this,

Tiil called to rise and soar away
To everlasting bliss.”

O, that all who profess to he the disciples of Jesus would take
greater delight in dwelling in his presence. Paul prayed that Christ
might dwell in our hearts by faith, that we being rovted and grounded
in love, might prove with all saints the height and depth of the love
of Christ, and thus be filled with all the fullness of God.

The seceret of power and usefulness in prayer is living before God
according to his word ; walking with God as did Enoch. Tocultivate
this state of mind and heart, we must like David retire regularly and
at stated periods to eur closets and call upon our God. Though ecares
as burthensome as his press upon us—though reputation and even
life itself be at stake, we st keep Christ and cternal life uppezmost
in our souls, and serve him with an undivided affection; and then we

shall have power over men for good, whether we speak to them or to
God: W. W E

Truta—Error.—Truth courts investigation, but error shrinks
from scrutiny. Truth fears no evil from the most ridged examination,
but error always fears the consequences. Truth is immutable and
will stand criticism. Truth, like its author, is eternal, and will exist
amidst the wreck of matter, and the crush of .orlds, while error will
be swept away with the refuge of lies. The more you examine truth,
like gold, the brighter it shines.  Truth is not tarnished by inspec-
tion, but discovers more splendor.  Any system which shrinks from

e

serutiny, discovers corruption in its premises, and is unworthy the

attention of an intelligent mind.

;
|
{
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POSITION AND PRINCIPLES OF DISCIPLES.
No. IL

Qur doctrine, we have said to the reader, begins with the sublime
theme that Jesus is Lord of all—all in heaven and carth—and that
he is Immanuel. The Saviour of man is no more a created being
than the Eternal God. By him, as well as for Him, were all things
made ; and the highest principalitics and the loftiest powers yield to
him as the rightful sovereign wearing the sceptre of the universe.

From the character of Jesus we pass in natural orcer to speak of
bis special messengers called Apostles. These we regard as his
embassadors —his only embassadors—his embassadors for all time,
until the chureh shall cease to be the institution required for man's
redemption. This to many ig a new thought—a thought that seems
at first view to be incorrect. Every ordained man, called orthodox,
is counted by the religious world an ambassador of Christ. It is
not possible that this cin be true, for at least three reasons: first,
not ene minister, elergyman, or bishop now living has come out from
the immediate presence of King Jesus ; secondly, not one of them
can prove his ambassadorship when called upon for the evidence ; and
in the third place, those who are in these last days ambassadors do
not agree in their teaching and authority. Now every ambassador
eonstituted by Chrisf was sent by him in power, and every man thus
sent by the Great King could demonstrate that he was divinely com-
missioned, and they all spoke the same thing. Paul therefore could
speak of the ¢ signs of an apostle”—the proofs of an ambassador.

But neither the church nor the world neceds ambassadors, other
than those whom Jesus called and sent when his kingdom began.—
He made them perfect, and they, in fulfilment of the duties assigned
them, left no work for other ambassadors. They communicated ¢ all
truth’—they exercised under their Master ¢ all power”—they were
made the repositories of this truth and this power Jor “all the world"”
and for all time. “ I am with you alway, even to the end of time,”
said the great King when he gave the world for their varish. The
apostles are therefore still the ambassadors of Jesus, and they require
no help to fulfil their mission in that character. ]

Let no one however think or say that the Disciples reject the idea
of a Christian Ministry. Christ will need for his service many living
witnesses and workmen to pxead for him and to re-publish*the word
of the apostles so long as sin and sinners are in the world. The gos-
pel cause needs ministers of various capacities and orders—evangel-
ists, overseers, deacons, teachers, exhorters, messengers and helpers.
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Both for itself and the community, the chmc‘l of God must h.ne a 1
full quorum of officers. None of them, however, by the apostelie |
ereed, can be called elergymen, priests, arch-bishops, or popes. What
we insist on, is, that we appoint men to dutics authorized by Ieaven,
and that we call cach one so appointed by the name that Ileaven de-
signates. Reader, are not those correet principles? Please exemine

them, and decide whether they are right or wrong by the tcstmxon)
of God.

But the apostles coxe before us in a new aspect—as preachers of
the Gospel.  Wihen we ask, What was the gospel they preached ? the
Disciple cannot answer the question in all respeets as do others.—
Mark, friendly reader, the course pursucd by the primitive Leralds of
the cross whom we may call apostle-preachers.  These chiosen preach-
ers {truly both called and s2nt) were not sermonizers, orators. reason-
ers, decetaimers, or scetarianizers. They visited from house to house,
from ecity to city, and from country to country. ammouncing to the
people that a new age had come—that Mesiah had commenced his
reign—that the Lord of Glore was crucified on Mount Calvary—that
the best news was, thot every dying man might bave life, every sor-
row yicld to j.uy, every friendless mortal hefriended by an nnelianging
friend, every sin-burbened son ¢f Adam relieved from his oppressive
load, every wanderer from the gate of Laypiness tarned into the
hig,hway of holiness and bliss—all though Him who is. and was, and
is to come, the Only Begotien of the Futher, full of Grace, full of
Truth,

They sounded in the people’s cars the wonderful Listery (*mtcm-niag
Christ Jesus, what Le bad tanght a 4 what ke Lad done, Low he was
abused and how he was exalted, telling them that Le was the author
of cternal life.  Thus did these preachers, full of the spirit of their
Divine Master. point to the great salvation, shew what it was. and
bring it home to every man’s eonscience cither to receive or reject —
But they laboured still further. They first then ealled for falth—faith
in Jesus, faith in the Gospel.  Or perhaps it might rather be said
that the apostle by the things they spoke produced conviction in the
minds of the hearers, which ultimszted in faith. Then they called
for the obedience of faith.

The grandest contrast between what is primitive and modern, in
the things of Christianity, is to be found in the gospel as preached by
the preachers appointed by Jesus, and the gospel as preached by
Doctors of Divinity who have sat at the feet of the Gamalicls of the
nineteenth century. O how simple the seheme of salvation as offered
to Jew and Gentile by the herald who first proclaimed it ; but how

b
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combicx, pcrploxin g, and obatruse is the suwul'u' mixture cailed gos-
pel in the year 1852 by the best scrmonizers who ask us to believe
they stand between the living and the dead ! Gentle reader. we en-
tertain most {riendly personal feelings toward all men—even toward
those who, by their own or by other men’s counsels, set at naught the
authority of the Lord who bought theus ; but we do, in the name of
all that is sacred. enter our solemn protest against any other gospel
than that oficred to a world of benighted and dyipg men by the
original inspired missionaries.

L:tit then be distinetly understood. that, in the proclamation of
the gospel, the Disciples go forward by going back—back to the gos-
pel models furnished by Paul, Philip, Peter, James and John.  Qur
position on this po int, is, that we canno. preach a new gospel partly
or wholly devised by ourselves—we cannot borrow the gospels taught
by cotemporadies. fraught as they are with human as well as d‘\'me
grace-—we cannot go to the ¢ Fathers” whe have given the world
whole libraries of traditions and receive their gospel ; and therefore
disturLing ourselves. our cotemporaries, and the fathers of traditions,
we place our dependence cn the apostolic word and pattern.  Will
any one o'jest to this vesolution 2 Can the most fastidious find fault
with this position 2 Shall those who claim to be ambassadors and
speeial ministers of Clrist discountenance the resolve to put little trust
in Luman authority and the fullest confidence in the authority of in-
spiration ?

There is another topie, intimately connected with the announce:
ment of the gospel. respecting which we are perhaps less understood
than any othes. We mean the Ioly Spirit’s power. Because the
Disciples have aseribed mueh of the popular spiritual influenee in re-
]mmu» circies to maw’s own spirit instead of to God, thinking that
humanity and not divinity has clicited the power, it is taken for
granted withont ceremony that the Tloly Spirit is not acknowledged
A greater mistake could not be made. There is not a people in
Canada—America—the world, that speak more decidedly relative to
the existence, offiee, influenee, and living presence of the Holy Spirit
than the people calling themselves Disciples.  True, indeed, they can
not find the Spirit in many cases where others say it is to be found—
in visions of tlie night, in dreams by day, in certail preacher’s lec-
tures and prayers, in long-continued meetings, and in many other
places and operations where it is said to be present. The fruit of
the spirit, the Disciples believe, will always be found where the spirit
moves or influcuces. When therefore it is manifestly proved that
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what is called * the influence of the Spirit” is in direct opposition to
what the Spirit has testified by thuse who spake as they were moved
by it, the simple ground is taken 1st, that the Spirit, in all its opera-
tions, never contradicts itself, and 2und, that apostolic spiritual influ- |
ence should be trusted rather than the popular spiritual influence of |
the times. ‘

God, the Spirit of God, Jesus the Son of God, and the Apostles -
who were inspired by God, all speak alike to man in order to his sal- -
vation and direction in righteousness. In doctrine, in precepts, in |
promises, in faith, love, hope, joy, they agree in oue, and with uner-
ring harmony direct the poor sin-blinded wanderer to the path of life. ;
Hence as there are “ many false spirits,” the apostolic injunetion is |
to “ try the spirits” for the purpose of learning whether they are “ of !
God.” To reject God’s Spirit, indeed, is to reject God himself ; for .
without the Spirit what do we knew of him, or how shall we be taught
concerning him ?

But the apostles {who are our authority, first and last, in divine
teaching) never spoke of- the Spirit as many pious and lonest men
who teach from Sunday to Sunday in Canada, New Brunswick, Nova
Scotia, and some of the United States. There is not a word or sen- |
tence in the whole Christian Oracles intimating that any apostle told |
a sinner to wait and watch for the Spirit to descend upon him—ithat !
he could not move hand or foot no more than a dead man in accep- |
tance of the gospel until the Spirit forcibly and sensibly enabled him
—that the Spirit should operatc upon his heart hefore the gospel
could be realized. The apaostles, we confidently offirm, never addres-
sed sinners in this style. They told sinners what the Lord had done
for them ; what the gospel message meant ; what the gospel would
do for them ; and pressed with all the eloguenee of Almighty love ;
and truth the message of salvation upon their hearts: and when their
hearers, under the power of Christ’s teaching through their instru- !
mentality, responded to the call of love which the gospel both exhib-
ited and conveyed, they were taught not to wait, but to confess the !
Lord Jesus and enjoy by obedience the spiritual life graciously pro-
mised.

The proof of this as well as the simple character of the gospel,
concerning which we have already spoken, shall close our remarks for |
the present. Kind reader, then, will you open your New Testament |
and accompany us to a primitive meeting. Or let us attend two |
meetings at once, that we may gather from both wha? we cannot from |
one. Let us therefore wend our way to the capitals of the provinces |

|
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of Samaria and Judea, to hear Philip in the one and Peter in the
other, and let us talke heed that we have both ears open.

Opening the eigth chapter of the Acts, we are first informed that
persecution upon a large scale was raging against the Church of Christ
in Jerusalem city. All saving the apostles, were scattered abroad
some in remote sections of the province of Judea, and others in the
province of Samaria. And while Saul—the afterwards zealous Paul
—was actively assisting the persecuting party, (much more popular
than the friends of the gospel (deacon Philip, also Philip the evan-
gelist, made his appearance in the city of Samaria as a messenger of
the cross. The faithful Philip « preached Christ to them.” How ?
Here let us turn to Peter and listen to him in Jerusalem while he
preaches Chriet to the people ; for the historian records a portion of
Peter's address, but Philip’s words are not given. Peter, filled with
the Holy Spirit, in the midst of his brethren apostles, standing be-
fore an assembly numbering its thousands, on the most interesting of
the Jewish Feast Days, Pentecost, preaches Christ to his hearers by
telling them that God had recommended Jesus of Nazareth to them
by miracles, wonders, and signs—that He, by the counsel of God be-
ing given up, was taken by them and with their wicked hands cruei-
fied—thas it was not possible for him to remain with the dead, and
that he accse after he was buried—that he was crucified as a wretch
unfit to live, now occupied the throne of David and was always Da-
vid’s Lord—that he was at the right hand of God, and had shed forth
the Holy Spirit, which could then be seen resting upon the apostles
—and that this Jesus, being both Lord and Christ, the whole Jewish
people should assuredly know he was not a Malefactor nor a Martyr,
but a Saviour—that He whom they bad judged worthy of death by
the cross for blasphemy and disloyalty, was now worshipped by angels,
and with the wreath of coronation on his brow shared the throne of
God, and rightfully claimed the homage of men. These sublime par-
ticulars are taken from Aects ii, verses 22 to 26.

Such was the apostolic way of preaching Christ,and such, therefore,
was the preaching of Philip in the Samaritan capital ; for Philipand
Peter were not sectarians, and hence they would not preach against
cach other, or the one contrary to the other.

Following the narrative given of Philip’s labours among the Sam-
aritan citizens, we learn that the people unanimously give heed
“ to the things” spoken by Philip. We are told by the inspired pen-
man that there was “ great joy” among those who gave heed to the
things preached by the evangelist. It-is related that  they believe

|
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Philip preaching the things concerning the Kingdom of God, and the
name of Jesus Christ.” This is something of which we do not hear
at the Jerusalem meeting on the oceasion of Peter's preaching.  Not
a word said about faith ! Dut at Peter’s meeting, while there is
nothing said about faith, there is something said about repentance ;
and in Samaria, there is something said about believing. but nothing
said about repenting.  Still there was faith and repentance in both
instances ; for Peter’s audience asked what they shonid do, which
they would not have done without faith, and Phiiip’s hearers must
have determined to forsake their sins ‘elxc they could not have shared
so much joy. ¥Yet our friends, the Baptists, may take courage. for
baptism is mentioned in both instances.

An interesting question comes up just here. When did the Holy
Spirit visit the city of Samaria 7 or rather when was the Sprit grant-
cd to these gospel pupils of Philip 2 Let us attend to the namative.
The introduction of the truth into Samaria. and the success of Philip,

cane to the cars of the apostles i Jernsalem. who. notwithstanding
the fearful persceution, were by the protecting hand of God peimitted
to remain in that city.  When the good mews came to thm
that many Samaritan citizens kad owned the Swiour and bow-
cd to the claims of the gospel, they sent to t. lem Peter and John—
For what? To pray for them. that they might receive the Ioly
Spirit ; for as yet he was fallen upon none of them ; only they were
haptised in the name of the Lord Jesus.  Then iald they theirhands
on them, and they received the Ioly Spirit  These same jcrsons,
thus receiving the Holy Spirit, had been made partaliers of the bless-
ings of the Gospel, and had received and enjeyed the Spivit of Christ
in the gospel. previoas to Teter and Johw's visit; fur the great joy
they had was a fruit of the Spirit.  In those days was the ordinary
and the extraordinary reeeption of the Spirit; and those wiho in these
ditys desive to be full grown men in the gospet of the giace of God,

. would do well ¢ to rightly divide the word of truth” in relatio . to the

times and places of the ordinary an the extraordinary power of the
pmt of God as manifested and enjoyed in the history of the 1 apos-
ties’ labours.  We respectfully submit these hiuts to our fellow citi-
zews and friendly readers. D. Ouwrnaxt.
- .

A True Mayn—After speaking of the evils of a false man. an author
says— A truc manis the focal point of an innumerable number of
tdm aphic wires, and at every pulsation of his heait. the clectric cur-
rent still and silent, but swift as thought. starts in every dircction, and
trembles along those spiritual wircs, on its mission of merey, t.hroufrh
the wide domain of mind. He has established a commuyication with
universal mind.  Ie lives to bless all who inhabit the wide universe.”
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THE CHRISTIAN BANNER. 5
THE HOPE OF THE CHRISTIAN.

“ Eye hath not seen, nor car heard, neither bath it entered into
the heart of man. to conceive what God hath prepared. for those who
love him; but God hath revealed it unto us through the Spirit, for
the Spirit scarcheth all things. yea the deep things of God.”

It is only in the gospel of Jesus Christ that man’s true destiny is
revealed. “ Jesus Christ abolished death.” says an Apostle, “and
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.” No sys-
tem of mythology, or religion of any nation, from the creation of the
world to the advent of Christ, and the establishment of his kingdom,
was cver able to develope and establish the sublime and soul-cheering
doctrine of cternal felicity in heaven. The highest point in this
splendid reality to which the unaided mind of man could ever arrive,
was a mere vague and uncertain conjecture that they were destined
to enjoy without interruption a contivuation of carthly and scnsual
pleasures in thisimagivary Elysecum.  They could conceive no higher
state of enjoyment than that which constituted their greatest plea-
sures here. The most eminent sages of autiquity (though some of
them did not deny the doctrine of the immortality of the sounl) had
no grourd of hope on which to rest with any degree of certainty, but
were driven from one absurd theory to another, and left hike the
foundering barque in the midst of the fluctuating element without
anchor, helm, or compass, to be at length wrecked on the shoals and
quicksaids of their own absurd speculations  Cicero, that splendid
orator and statsman. the thunder of who:e cloquence once shook the
frame of Rome, after enuuciating some of the opinions of the best
phudosop hers in support of hLis theory of immortality, seems all at
once to yield up his mind to that prevalent doubt that obscured the
dim 1ays of philosophy. «nd exclaim in hopeless despair, © some God
must tell us which of these isright.”  The Aborigines of the Ameri-
can forest. though they worshipped the Great Spirit and the genius
of storms and darkuness, and paid homage to the vising king of day
and bowed to his parting beams as he sank in his golden bed behind
the western mountains, could faucy no other enjuyment in another
state f existence than tleir favourite sport of the chase. They
fancied that the great spirit would allot to them some favoured spot
beyonfl the western muuntains. some happy island in the watery waste
abourding with zame. where they might pursue the wild deer or fan

" through verdent fields. sticwed with flowers and watered with mur-
muring fountains. But the Bible that God has given us to be 2 lamp
to our feet and a light to our paths, does not leave us thus to grope
our way in darkucss and uncertainty, and build the airy castle of
vague conjecture as delusive as the misty phantom of philosophy.
Al no! butit developes to us a source of hope on which we can hang
our cverlasting all! for time and eternity. - I am come,” says our
Saviour, *a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me
should not ab:de in darkness but should have the light of life.” Had
it not been for the glorious manifestations of the Son of God and the
introduction of the living oracle, the soul-cheering doctrine of immor-
tality beyond this state of existence mever would have entered to
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pierce the dark gloom of heathen philosophy and superstition, or lit
up one ray of hope to cheer us through the dark valley and shadow of
death. But. thanks to God for the inestimable gift of revelation
which teaches us what shall be our true state in a future world, and
developes to us a source “of everlasting consolation and good hope
throught grace,” that when we arc done with all the fleeting and tran-
sitory things of this sublimary world, we shall be received into man-
sions of happiness and unaloyed felicity. In anticipation of this, the
good old Apostle could say, * we know that if this earthly house of our
tabernacle were dissolved, we have a building of God, a house not
made with hands eternally in the heavens.” And this hope did not
forsake him in the moment when it was most needed, but stood like a
bulwark in the hour of his severest affliction, when loaded with chains
in the prison of Rome, and there about te offer up his life under
the hand of the ruthless Nero, we hear him exclaim, “Iam
now ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at hand. I
have fought a good fight, finished my course, and kept the faith ;
henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness which the
Lord the righteous Judge shall give me at that day, and not to me
only, but to all them who love hisappearing.” Thishope is indeed an
anchor to the soul, both sure and steadfast. It is this that brightens
the stormy pathway of life, imparts courage to the sinking soul, and
renders death a welcome messenger.  As he who has promised cannot
lie. the Christian has strong consolation who has fled for refuge to lay
hold on the hope set before them. Though every friend should for-
sake him, and every vestige of earthly possessions should be bereft
from him by the unrelenting hand of adversity ; though foes should
combine to render more bitter the last dregs of affliction, he can con-
fidently look up %o heaven to a friend who will never forsake him.
Deprive the Christian of this hope and he sinks in despair, tear from
him his glorious destiny revealed in the Bible, and you rob him of all
that can render him happy or sweeten the bitter cup of adversity.
Ay—rob him of this and you rob him of all, shake his faith in God’s
promise and you leave him nothing to cling to in the hour of affliction.
No bosom of Omnipotence on which to pillow his dying head. But
give him this divine assurance and you kindle a ray of hope in his
soul that the floods of affliction or death cannot quench. Let him
repose on the immutable promise of Jehovah and he is happy. Let
him know that heaven is his home and he fears not the rack or the
fire. How many have been put to the most excruciating torture that
human ingenuity could invent, and yet have been sustained even in
the midst of the flame with unshaken hope, which nothing but chris-
tianity could bestow. When we contemplate the glorious promise
revealed to us in God’s word, we are ready to exclaim with Paul,
“who shall separate us from the love of God; shall tribulation, or
distress, or famine, or peril, or sword.” No says he, “ I am persuad-
ed that principalities nor powers, things present nor things to come,
nor height nor depth, nor any other creature shall be able to separate
us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus cur Lord.” He that
spared not his only begotten Son but gave him up freely for us all,
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shall he not freely give us all things. All things are yours, whether

Paul, or Apollos, or Cephus, or the world, or life, or death, or things |

present, or things to come, all are yours, and ye are Christ’s and
Christ is God’s.

Such is the hope of the Christian, and such will be realized by every
child of grace who continue steadfast unto the end.  Be thou faith-
ful until death,” says the Saviour, “and I will give you a crown of

life.
W. W. Crayrox.
Temperanceville, Feb. Ath, 1852.

FALSE TEACHERS.
King, February, 1852.
Dear Brorner Oriruant:—TI came here some time since expect-

ing to meet you, in order to conduct a series of mectings among our !
brethren, and endeavour to assist themn in holding forth the word of

life to their neighhours.

As I did not meet you, I was unwilling to commence the proposed
meetings alone, and so I went to the West side of the Township and
preached in English and Geaelic for some days. I found afew Bap-
tists who were very friendly, and would have felt if possible more
cordial were it not for my being charged with holding the heresy of
“ Campbellism.” Upon cuquiry I learned that the Campbellisms
which they dreaded was certain speculations subversive of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ, taught by a person to the north-west calling himself
a Disciple, and though I was shocked at the impious fraud attempted
to be imposed (without success Lowever) in the place of Primitive
Christianity, I could not doubt the facts stated to me to have taken
place. AL T could say was that I would not hesitate for one moment
to declare my abhorrence of such teaching, and that as far as my ae-
quaintance extended among Disciples, they uniformly taught the re-
verse of that doctrine. Can a guilty creature rest satisfied with a
system that has no Divine Saviour, no Sacrifice for sin, no Spirit of
God nor any other spirit. Sueh a system may delight a mere specu-
lator, but never will recommend itself to any who knows himself ac-
cording to the Bible. Mr. Pyper of Toronto, in the Cluaistivn Ob-
server of this month, animadverting on such treachery, truly says that
A. Campbell “will no more endorse the sentiments of these teachers
than he would the doetrines of Mahomet.”

I hope to see you soon, in order to engage more regularly in the
service of the eo-operation. Qur brethren Bast and West are, I have
reason to say, determined to aid us by their prayers, their counsels,
and their substance. The whole field of Seripture Truth is before
us.  The throne of favour is acceptible to us by the blood of XFesus.
Merey and grace in time of need are promised to us, and notwith-
standing the many annoyances and discouragemnents which we may
have to encaunter, if we remain strong in the Lord and in the power
of k2s might, all will be overcome

I cannot yet report any case of baptism. You know I haveno

i
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faculty for urging men to be baptized. When they know and love
the Lord they require no coaxing to make them obey. T have been
endeavouring to the best of my obil..y to sow the seed that may bring
forth fruit unto everlasting life. Let us pray for the prosperity of
Zion.

I am, dear brother, Yours, &ec.,

James Brack.

The preceding from the experienced and truly esteemed brother
Blaelk, who has been a standard bearer in the gospel for over a quar-
ter of a century, descrves to be carefully pondered.  The fact that
onéor more person or persons caliing himself or themselves Disciples
can be found in our country who delude the community with the be-
lief that the people called Disciples hold forth a gospel wherein ghere
is a human Saviour, and which offers a framework of cold language
and a dozcirinal theory, without life, spirit, or godly encrgv~—is a fact
not only astounding and mortifying, but a fact which calls for some-
thing more than a sigh or a tear.  We are ready to publish the name
and surnane of every such so-called Disciple, and hiold him up to the
community as “giving heed to fables,” a ¢ false teacher,” and a
“ deceiver,” ¢ denying vhe Lord that bought him,” ¢ sensual; having
not the Spirit.” ~

Surely * by reason of such the way of truth is evil spoken of,” and
we cannot too sson prociaim to all who know us, and as far as our in-
fluencs can reach, that we not only have no Christian fellowship with
men of this character, but that we cannot view them as in any sense
centitled to religious friendship. It is reported, and we think correct-
ly reported, that there are a few misguided men in the Provinee west
of Cobourg claiming the name ¥ Disciple” as a distinctive hadge, who
ridicule the idea of Sataw's existence. affirm that angels are a sceta-
rian delus'z;n, declare and teach that Christ died not as a saciifiee but
as an example, proclaim that sins are remitted by a species of obe-
dicnce on the part of man himself, &e.; but can it be possible that.
men of this stamp are capable of deceiving any enlightened comme-
nity, or that intelligent men look upon such as in anywise represent-
ing the Disciples of Christ in Canada, who, co-operating with the
Scoteh Baptists and other Baptists, plead for the Scriptures as the
sole standard of religious teaching, and seek a purer and more perfect
religions community than the principles of partyism either offer or
produce. D. O.
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IMMERSION.

In shunning onc extreme, we are wont to run into the contrary.
The Papists in former times made the mere act of immersion or of
sprinkling, irrespective of the sentiments. faith, or feelings. of the
subject, wash away all sins.  They used the name of the * Father,
Son. and Holy Ghost,” or of  the Trinity,” as they termed it. just
as conjurors use the words of a charm. They supposed that the
mere pronunciation of the names constituting “ the Holy Trinity,”
together with two or three drops of water from the baptized finger of

© anignorant priest, forgave all sins, whether * oviginal or actual” and

thercfore contended, * no baptism, no salvation.”  Beeause they ter-
minated in this absminable delusion and carried their notions to this
immeuse extreme, the Protestants ran to an cqual extreme oa the
“other side of the equator of trath ; and therciore gave to® baptism,
however administered, no connexion with the remission of sins.  So
much did they hate the errors of popery. that they did seareely name
» the forgiveness of sins” on the same day on which they  adminis-
teved baptism.”  Whis is not the only instance in whica the Protest-
ants were driven cutirely to neglect their duty, beeause the Catholics
ran into some absurdity. Thus. as the Romanists laid so much stress
upon fasting, as to make it almost more than * a sacrancnt” the
Protestants will not fast as all, lest they should beeome Papists; and
therefore. althourga they have some days ealled » fast days,” they take
anod care to eat as abundautly on those holy days as upon ctier oe-
casions.

Now, methinks we are not to be seared out of owr duty or privilege
beceanse of the eviors or follies of othiers.  Nor do we loxe sight of the
forgiveiess of our sins in immersion. because Papists have made a
saviour of a mere caremony.  We connceet faith with emorsion as es-
sential to forgiveness—and therefore. as was said of old, = According
to your faith, so be it to you,” so say we of immersion.  He that gues
down into tiie water to put on Christ, in the faith that the blood of
Jesus clennses from all sin. and that he has appointed immerson as
the medium, and the act of ours, through and in which he actually
and formally remits our sins. has when immersed the aetual remission
of his «ns.  Sothat he is dead by sin, baried with Jesus. and is born
again. or raised to life azain, a life new and divine, in and through
the act of immersion.  This we have scen in the preceding essays is
the Bible import of the one immersion.  In it we put on Christ, are
buried with him, risc with him. have our sins remitted. enter npon a
new life. veceive the Iloly Spirit, and begin to rejoice in the Lord.

Infidels and skepties in general, as well as some weak minded
chiristians, objeet to this doctriae beeause it is not complex or myste-
rious cnough. Tt is too easy, too cheap. too simple to have such im-
mense advantages attached thereto.  What ! say they, is a man to
put on Christ, to be born again, to begin a new life, to rise with
Christ to a heavenly inheritance, to have all his sins remitted, to re-’
ceive the Ioly Spirit, to be filled with joy and peace, through the
mere act of a mere believing immersion in water into the name of the
Father, Son and oly Spirit. I say yea—most assuredly ; and re-
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quest the weak christian who objects to all this goodness and mercy,
obtained so easily, sc simply, so cheaply, to consider that it is just
“ thus and so,” that God has always dealt with man in things natural
and supernatural. Does not 2 man enjoy life itself and all its thou-
sand joys, by the simple, cheap, and easy method of breathing atmos-
pheric air ? and is this not done with so much esse as never to inter-
fere with eating, talking, sleeping, &c.? What so common and
so accessible as the oxygen, which is the very food of animal life—
Are not all heaven's best blessings the cheapest, the most common,
the most accessible of all others 2 And who from natural analogies
can object to the communication of so many heavenly blessings
through the medium of a believing immersion in water into the sacred
name of the Holies ? But is not this also analogous to every thing
in the Bible ? What, says the sceptic, can the Deity, so wise and
benevolent, doom mankind to temporal, and, in some instances, to
perpetual miseries, because Adam took a bite of an apple in Eden !
Tell me, Mr. Sceptic, why should one drop of prusic acid, or a simple
nhalation of a few mouthfuls of mephitic gas, be able to deprive the
strongest man on this continent of temporal or animal life for ever
and ever ! Tell me why a puncture from the point of a needle should
deprive the wife of a beloved husband, and the children of a kind and
useful parent for ever and ever :—tell me this, and I will tell you
why the ¢ eating of one apple,” to speak in your own style, should
entail 50 many calamities on the human race. You christians, who
object to the import of immersion as here taught, remind me of Naa-
man, the Syrian, who you know was a leper. When told to dip in
Jordon seven times and he should be healed of his leprosy, he replied
as you—* Are not any of the streams of Damascus or of Egypt as
good as the waters of Jordon ?” Yes, says his servant, if the Lord
had required you to.do some great thing, would you not have done
it? But he has offered his cure too cheap. It is too easy, too sim-
ple. Go, Naaman, and try, but go in faith. He went, he dipped
himself in Jordon, and came up from its waters sound snd cleansed.
The divine appointment and faith gave all this efficacy to the waters
of Jordon. Why then should it be thought incredible that the divine
appointment should give such efficacy to believing immersion 2

BeavrruL Sentivent.—The late eminent Judge 8ir Allen Park
once said at a public meeting in*London :

“ We live in the midst of blessings til] we are utterly insensible of
their greatness and of the source from whence they flow. We speak.
of our civilization, our arts, our freedom, our laws, and forget entire-
ly how large a share is due to christianity. Blot Christiansty out of
man’s history, and what would bhis laws have been, what his civiliza-
tion? Christianity is mixed up with our very being and our very
life; there isnot a familiar object around us which does not wear 2
different aspect because the light of Christian love is upon it ; nota law
which does not owe its truth and gentleness to Christianity ; not a cus-
tom which cannot be traced inall its holy, beautiful parts from the
gospel.”
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THE RELIGIOUS SPIRIT,
Western STar, 0., 17th Feb. 1852.

Brotuer OrteHant :—I am sorry to conclude from your recent
address to the rcaders of your paper, that many are in arrea's, and
that the prospect looks dark for its continuance.  Why is it so ? that
people have so little taste for religious reading? Many of the mis-
cellaneous papers of the day can boast of their ten thousand subseri-
bers who pay down for the paper, and! only regret that the jycar is
s0 near gone. Many professed Christians take them as well as
many of the Magazines of the day, which abound in fiction, or if
truths, truths of no other good quality than the amusing style in
which the tale is told. While many u religious paper has to go a beg-
ging all its life, and finally die for want of suppurt !

It seems to me as if I should hardly know how to keep house with-
out ouc-or more religious papers. I already take five, (all religious,)
—and still wish for more. I take a religious paper for the following
reasons :

the study of the Bible, I can learn much by conversing with others.
But more by listning to the servants of the Lord as they rightly di-
vide the word of truth. But where I have the instruction in a reli-
gious paper, [ can often be reminded of religious truths, which might
otherwise be forgotten. )

-2nd. I want to khow what is going on in the religious worie. When
I read of the prosperity of the cause in other places, I am refreshed
and stirred up to greater dilligence myself.

3rd. I want my children continually under the influence of reli-
gious instruction. And what is better for them to read when not
reading the Bible, than a religious paper.

ble, and a half a dozen weli edited religious papers.

True, I am sometimes pressed to find means to pay for so many
papers. Then I encourage myself by asking what is more important
than religious instruction 2 And how can I obtainit more easily than
by availing myself of the labors of others.

But people sometimes say, “ I can scarcely get time to read the
Bible now, and if 1 have so much religious reading on hand, I am
afraid I shall neglect the Bible altogether. But that is a mistaken
idea. The more we read, and hear, and converse on religious sub-
jects, the more we shall be stimulated to read the Bible.

Give us my dear brother, a few essays on the importance of reading
religious instruction. Do not be discouraged ; the cause we plead is
worthy of our untiring efforts.

But let me ask, Is it true that the brotherhovd in Canada cannot
support one religious paper ? Orare they not pleased with the Cliris-
tian Banner 2 Or have they no love for religious reading ?  If the
latter be the cadse, then « cry aloud and spare not ; lift up thy voice
like a trumpet, and show the people their transgressions and the
house of Jacob their sins.”

But I must close this hasty note. Peace be with thee, dear

1st. I want more knowledge of divine things, and in addition to !

4th.” When called on by friends, I love to treat them with the Bi-

Brother. A. B. Green.

3
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'JEACIIERS A\'D ‘I‘E C‘II\‘G

- We have received a private communication from a brother in the
1 western part of the Provinee, in which he informs us that in the re-
j gion where he resides and labours as a minister there are individuals
calling themselves Disciples, professing Baptist principles : and yet
teaching erroncous and dangerous doctrines. ¢ They repudiate all
ministers as not being necessary. and contrary to the gospel.  They
| deny the existence of the loly Spirit, as a person in the Trinity ;—
I and say the \pmt is in the Word, that Jesus Christ is not Guod (-qu.u
' with the Father” e Tt is really matter of wonder that sueh teach-
ers should in a land of Bibles obtain a sccond hearing 5 but it is still
a patent truth that men have itching ears.  We have only to think
of the sacvess which has crowned thie cftorts of the darkest apostate
from the truth in all ages; the suceess which has, in eniightened
lands, attended the irrational ravings of the Mormon fanaties : we
have enly to think of the gifted minds who have been bewildered
amid the reveries of Emanucl Swedenhoura. in order to he convineed
that no teacher, however fmpure his life or destruetive his dectrines
| will fui! to sacure C.\'-ipl . Tu the sentiments above mentioned. and
said to he tanght in Cavada. the gospel systemn s not even diserrna-
ble. all that is valuable m the plan of justifying the unzodiy. and
much that is essential to the order of a Christian chureh ix eampletely
ignored. lu“\ regard all ministers as uuneeessary.  This is exalt-
4 ing human wis fom above the wisdom which the floly Spivit teaches.
It would ie dificalt t conceive how any arrangement conld be more
wneyuivorally statad. than iz the arvanseumiont concerning pastors —
The qualif ':xtEu::s of Bishops are specifically given, their duties as
rulers and chers distinetly stated :md the nature and extent of
their lumm‘m clenrly indicated, while the brethren are tausht to
submit to their anthority. to give them a gencrous sm» wmt for the
Iabourer is worthy of Lis Illlv. ‘and to esteem them very ghiy in love
for their work's sake.  In the days of the apostles, 1”(10 s or Bishops
were ordained in every city, and for the very purpose of completing
the order of the chur:hes. And the divine injunction * lay hands
suddenly on no man.” exhibits the care whien the Spivit has taken to
guard the sacred office against being filled by persons not qualified
for such an important position. We rejeet in toto the dogma of a
successional order in the church of Christ, and all the mummery and
nonsense therewith conneeted ; but must cver contand for that God-
establishe l institution, the p:istor s office  Churelies are not complete
without these officers. and to be voluntarity withou’ them, must be
displeasing to God.  ITow wretched the teaching that would annihi-
late the office altogether.

But the sccoxd error specified is infinitely*worse than the first. It
is twofold : first, the divinity of the Spirit is denied ; and sccond, His
work amongst men. The first sentiment is destructive to the soul
that is enlightened by Bible truth. and ought Lo be resisted and dep-
recated by God’s people wherever it exists. Who but a divine being
{ could accomplish the Spirit’s work. But we shall speak more fully

of the divinity of the Spirit in our nest issue. The sacred sentiment,
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namely confounding the Spirit and the word, though less pernicious
than the first, is equally far from the truth. It is not the word which
opens tae sinner's heart to attend to the things that acecompany
salvation, but the Spirit. It is not the word that conviunces of sin,
of rightcousness, and judgment, but the Spirit. A .d man is born
again by the Spirit’s power.  But some will tell us that in such ope-
rations the word is introduced in Seripture as effecting the results sta-
ted. True. in the work of conversion and sanctification the Spirit
employs the truth, as a warrior employs his sword.  We might say,
the entrance of the sword of man giveth death, as it is said the en-
trance of thy word giveth light  We might say, being struck, not by
a mufled weapon which could do little harm, but by a sharp sword,
which finished its work effectually—just as it is said. being born again
not of corruptible seed . . . . but of the word of God which liveth
and abideth forever.  The truth 7s the Spirit's weapon—and it is
only as the Spirit employs that instrument that saving results follow.
Daul may plant Apollas water, but God giveth the inceease.  The
sinuci is dead in tresspasses and sins, and all the persaasive elo-
quencs of the word; apart from the renewmnyg of the 1luly Spirit, is
une pad to the work of awakening him to spiritual Lf2 It the power
of the Spirit were not essential to the conversion of the sinner, and
the sanctilication of the believer, prayer would be a tfarce—the com-
mand to pray for all men, and such an example as that of the publi-
can, introdueed to our notice by the Saviour. would be mere mockery.
Why should we ask God to be merciful to shmers. if e, in giving
thew his word, has done all for them e ever will do? To pring
Bibles and preazh the gospel, would exhaust our duty to them.  Ilow
fundamentally erroncous is such a system.

There are some who iimagine that God’s Spirit does dwell in the
hearts of belicvers affer haptism, but does not move therr at all prior
to that aet ; an act whizh in some way, is thought. to complete the
work of salvation in the soul. This idea represents the Spivit as
leaving the dead soal to make itseit alive. and then protectinz it in

the lesser work of keeeing itseif alive.  low foreign to the tc:lchingﬁ,

of the word of Gud is all this.  And is it not to bz f2ared that @hrist?
ians generally. too much dishonour the Spirit ; rely too much upon
their own strength. ov the strength of the means which they empioy,
and henee fail to pray with that carnestness which ought to charac-
terise those who arve deeply conscious of their own weakness.

The last crror referred to, namely, the denial of our Lord's essen-
tial divinity, taken in eonncction with the second, compict ely subverts
the gospel system, and leaves a fallen and ruined mortal no refuge
from the coming storm ; no bright point on which to hang our hope.
Take the divine Spirit and God manifest in the flesh out of the Bible,
and what remains ?—a splendid system of morals, certainly ; but a
system at once lifeless, cold, motionless. No mean can preach the
gospel who does not hold up that Christ which the gospel reveals.—
To preach a creature, however exalted, is not to preach Christ, nor the
way of salvation. Aswell might we look to one of Popery’s eanonized
saints for deliverance from sin, as look to Jesus of Nazarcth, if he
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’ was not God manifest in the flesh. Qur hope, our confidence, rests
i in the finished work of our divine Saviour. We trust in the Word
(| which was with God, and which was God ; our Lord and our God.

!{ Because the errorists referred to above, practise immersion, they
| are said to hold Baptist principles. As well might it be affirmed of
i Romanists that they are Presbyterians, because they practice sprink-
‘ ling. We have not so learned Christ.

J ‘We cannot close this arcicle without, in common justice to the de-

ot
-

nomination called Disciples, saying that so far as we understand their
sentiments they do not harmonize with the errors noted above.—
i Their leading journals teach the very reverse of these.  Alexander
I Campbell is the leading spirit amongst them in the United States,
and he would no more endorse the sentiments of those western teach-
cers than he would the doctrines of Mahomet.

I

]

|

i The preceding is taken from the columns of the Christian Observer,
f

|

3

edited by Mr. Pyper, Toronto. Our readers know how to read it;

and they will thank the editor of the Obscrver for the closing senten-
. ces of the article. Can brother Sheppard, of Dorchester, or brother
!" Morison, of Chatham, inform us more particularly of “ individuals

calling themselves Disciples,”” and yet teach that the Lord’s ministry
i 1s superfluous, that the Holy Spirit is a Phantom, that the Word is
all Spirit and the Spirit all Word, and speak disparagingly of the
il Lord of all? May we ask our Baptist brother,"Mr. Pyper, to name
{' and surname the correspondent in the west who knows such individ-
il uals’calling themsclves Disciples, thus disgracing the sacred name
|| they profess, and bringing reproach upcn all who bear that name 2

D. O

CURE FOR SCANDAL.

$The North wind driveth away rain; so doth an angry countenance a
batkhiting tongue.”—Solomon.

Mrs. Chalmers, of Anstruther, mother of the Doctor, had an ex-
treme dislike to all petty scandal. She had one rule, which she
made known among her acquaintances, and which she rigidly follow-
ed. % Whenever told of anything that a neighbour had said or done
amiss, she instantly put on her bonnet, and went at once to the per-
son, and told what had been said, and who had said it, and asked if
it was true.” Those who follow this rule, we opine, will seldom have -
oceasion to execute it. They who smile at scandal, or listen to it
complacently, obey not the injunction of the wise man. He who
pours scandal into my ears, gives me just occasion to be angry. He
offends my good sense, by presuming that I wish to make my head a
lumber-room, instead of a storehouse of useful knowledge ; he offends
my good taste, by presuming that I love gossip. He offends my
piety, by thinking that I will “rejoice in iniquity.” I am justified,
by the wisest of men,in “ looking him out of countenance.”

x
|

%
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LABOURS OF EVANGELISTS.

RerorT, No. L.

To tue Sawrts anp Farrurvn Brenrey v Caxapa:—We, as
your labourers in and for the truth, desire to make known to all in-
terested that we have entered upon the work to which we have been
appointed. Through the providence of the Lord, having left our
cespective homes about the same date, we met each other in the
Townsuip of King,according to previous arrangement, February 28th,
and found oursclves happy in the company of the few intelligent and
zealous brethren in this region. On Lord’s day the 20th we com-

School House—occupied by the brethren. A severe storm prevented
a large attendance; but it was regarded expedient to discourse to
those who assembled on Lord's day afternoon, on Lord’s day evening,
on Monday evening, and on Tuesday evening. In the meantime. one

five miles east and north, a little distance from Yonge Street.

mer, whose house was large and commodious, and who was desirous of
permitting us to speak to the people, we were enabled to address a

theme of the gospel.  While one of us spoke on Tuesday evening to
the fricnds at the School House where the brethren meet, the other
spoke for the first time assembled at the private house to which we

diate or remote, we know not; bub we trust thet the Lord will honor
his word and bless it among the people who have thus heard it.

There is a large field before us—many openings any many opposgrs.
We trust to have the prayers of our brethren and the blessing of the
Father of every good gift while engaged in the solemn work of endea-

vouring to turn men’s hearts to the Lord Jesus. :
JamEes Brack,
D. OuipnaNT.
King, 5th AMarch, 1852.

-

TRUTH AND ERROR.
Harwick, February Tth, 1852.
Dear Bromuer Ourpuant:—I have neglected writing to yon on
account of my mind being deeply engaged and delighted in reading
your Magazine, and also with the spirit of mind that you are possess-
ed with. ~ We should as members of the body of Christ make the en-
| quiry of ourselves, are we possessed with the spirit of Christ. I am

menced holding forth the word in the usual place of meeting—a i

of the brethren made arrangements for a series of meetings about

Through the kindness and frankness of an independent minded far- !

goodly number of those resident in the ncighbourhood on the great -

have above referred. We have held three meetings here, and con- |
tempiate holding one or two more. What may be the result, imme- |




highly pleased with your mind, regarding the operation of the spirit
of God upon the mind of man,—not through dreams, nor yet through
imaginations of their own winds, but through faith in Christ, embrac-
ing the word of God which is of the spirit.

I hear professed ministers of the Gospel of Christ denying the re-
liabiiity of sinners believing the word of God. and also that the a-
tonement of Christ is limited to a eertain number, which I believe to
be putting a stumbling block before the world. I am anxious to
hear your opinion upon this subject.  And way the blessing of God
rest upon all his under-shepherds, both body and spirit, and upon all
the flock of Christ—is the sincere prayer of your humble Brother.
And to Father, Son and Holy Spirit be all the praise. Farewell.

D.C

Orono. February 15th, 1832.

Dear Sir:—1I have received twelve of your pamphlets, and I wish
to have them discontinued. I am a plain tellow, and I must tell you
boldly, that I donot believe the doctrine which you advoeate. 1 be-
long to no church or sect of men whatever. I find thatall denomina-
tions arc scasoned more or less with sectarianism.  They may pretend
they have none ; but after all when talked with, they consider their
way to be a little superior to others.

I doubt not your sincerity in the doctrine which you advocate ;
but you know it is impossible for all men to think alike. 1 wili now
tell you my firm belief—which is this: I believe in the univeisal sal-
vation of all mankind. Youknow if a man is a good Brit'sh tory at
heart, he wishes to take a true-blue Tory paper. and it heis n warm
hearted Democrat he would like to take a Republican paper  In this
letter I enclose one dollar, if you think this not sufiicient to cancel
the debt you will please remember, &e. Ifyou send more pamypilets
it will be a6 your own expensc. .

I remain your friend, if T am biunt.
: Horaci Wiirs,

Codowrg, 17th I1vs 1352,

Fricxp WerLs :—So far as the subscription to the periodical is
cancerned, we are even ; you have paid me in full acecording to agree-
ment.  If my memory serves me, you were to receive the paper for
twelvé mouths, and if you thought it worth any thing at the eud <f the
year, you might draw upon your finds ; if otherwise, we were sl to
remain friends. So far so good. I am gratified that you thini my
sincerity worth paying for.

T will send you the Ciristian Banner for 1852 gratuitonsiv. I
incline to do this f r two reasons : Ist, because the paper for tic pre-
sent year will be greatly superior to the last year's efforts, if 1 am
not greatly mistaken ; and 2nd, because you have avowed your con-
viction that you believe you will be saved wkether you love and obey
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the Saviour or not.  While T give you 'xll credxt for \mccrcly believ-
ing this doctrine, and ean respeet your honesty in avowing without
disguise your true conviction, I should consider myself far from duty
in not attempting to lead your mind, your heart. your soul, to rest on
a foundation more secure ; in other words, more in harmony with the
great principles of truth graciously uttered by the Eternal Father—
the Father of all mankind.

With your permission I will publish your free expression of the
doctrine I advocate. and in the meantime will take the liberty of in-
quiring into the ground of your fuith respecting the salvation of all
men.  Did T believe this doctrine true. you would find me actively
advaucing it—contending for it with all my might  Bat, wy friend,
I can believe nothing without divine evidence : aud inaswiuch as God’s
Word hasx been aund condinues to be silent on the subject of all men’s
salvation frem sin, obedient or nun-obedient to the gospel.  You per-
ceive Low inconsistaut it weuld be for me to belicve in a system pro-
fessedly divine without divine testimony  Let me therefore ask
whether you depend en yeur own rewsoning for the soundness of the

sail doctrine. or on the fucts and precepts. promises and sanctions, of
that Sacied Baok wliich is the Book of Bonks 2 Come, friend \Veus,
Iet us tilk over these things

alimly. 1ationally, patiently, evincing

v ot p-]
that we are willing to be sceiat in our views  Of course I may ex-
peet your conrtesy and good will: fur cevtainly. according to the doc-
trine you exnres< however wach we diffor; I wil share with you the
honsurs awd partaie with vou the joas of that salvation which awaits
all the sons of men without cxoeption. Be pleased, therefore, to re-

i ) :
sponnd with friendly frankucs< to my inguiries.
Yours interrozatively,

D. Ouiriant.
————

Lastport, Maine, Iebruary 2ad, 1852.
Brorsne Ouiriaxt.—In the Sth . No. of the Alirror, over the sig-
nature of John Butchart. Scnior. I saw aw article headed - Is the
Sabbath abelished ;? but I cantot sce that he has thrown much light
upon the subject. I must confess thatitis the first time Lever heard
that the Ten Commandments were given to Adam. or to any one clse
till they were given to the (,l..ldlon of Isreal, ncither was the Sab-
bath ever mentioned till the children of I\,mc] had been near two
months on their journey.  True. God ceased from his labour on the
seventh day and sanctified it. but this by no means constituted it a
Sabbath. which mgn"i(w ada¥ of worship and eousceration as well as

aday of rest.  (lod’s day of rest was not to be perpetuated. he had no

more work to do and he had no one to conscerate 1t to, but the Jews

were to kecp the Sabbath throughout their generations and conscerate .

e e e = . e ———— =
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it to the Lord. T kunow-itis almost universally believed that the sab-

bath-was instituted at the creation, bus itis a mistake. Itiscertain-

ly very singular that if God intended: that his day of rest should be

perpetuated as a sabbath that he.should not mention it to any mortal

nor the subject to be hinted at for near three thousend years. No

déubt but God had reference to his day of rest when he gave the Sab-
bath to the Fews, but no one will presume to say that the Sabbath

was instituted till the manna had been gathered six days, and as it
was necessary that man an beast should haveé a day of rest, it was to

be perpetuated: We are by no means cerwain that the day God-
gave the Sabbath to the Jews corresponded with his seventh day of
rest, butit was the seventh day of gathering Manna.  OQur Saviour

said ¢ the sabbath was made for man” and it was given to the Jews

alone.

_ The appliances and duties-were not all given with the Sabbath, but
were added as occasion required. The gentiles fad no more to do
with the Sabbath than they had with circumeission as I can learn. |
They certeinly had nothing to. do with it for forty years, and T cannot
find the place where it was assigned to them. And further, they used
to earry their wares &e. to the ‘Jews' to sell. on the swbbath, but the
| Jews refused to buy them, and if the Gentiles were bound to kecp the
Sabbath why did not the Jews put them- to death for violating the day.
If the Jewish sabbath is still to be observed why not circumcission ?
The Jews were commanded to keep both. It'idtrue that the Saviour
and his discinles used to kecp the Sabbath when they were amony the
Jews, professedly to show their submission to-the laws of the: Jews,
and likewise to avail themselves of the opportunity of speaking to
their assemblies, but I do not find: that the Saviour or his disciples
ever appointed a meeting for their own worship on the Jewish Sab-
; bath,and as they set apart the first day of the week for their worship,
ab the very commencement of the new dispensation and kept it up, I
should not hesitaie to answer Brother Butchart's question (“Is the
Sabbath abolished?”) in the affirmative as far as it respects the dis-
ciples of the Messiah. Paul said it was onlya shadow of things to
come, and he is pretty good authority. If God had intended that the
seventh day should have been observed as a sabbath, itis eertainly
very strange that he'did not give the order to Adam or some other
one till ages had passed away. I know there are many people who
think they must believe; and practice many things that God never
directed, although they say he'implied it; but I challenge any one to
| produce an order from the Tiord to his people on any subject, that be
did not give it in the most plain and positive manner. He meant that
man should be left without excuse; therefore if he had intended his
day of rest should have been kept as-a sabbath, he would have said so
in plain words. Witness-how often the subject is mentioned after
the jnstitution: ¢ J. B:

—— e

TruT itself becomes falsehood if it be presented in any other
than its right relations. There is notruth but the ¢ whole truth.”

- — ~ - S
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REVIVALS.

The Lutheran Observer says:—We learn thab the Spirit has again
been poured out on the Rev. Mr. Ubls church, in Someeset,
Pa., and that a number of individuals have been hopefully converted ;
among them a professional gentleman of high standing in that section
of country. For the last three years that chureh has been in a con-
stant state of revival, and has received an unusually large number of
accessions.

We are gratified to learn, that the Rev. J. K. Booker, Guernsey
Co., Ohioj has also been favouved with several scasons of refreshing
in his district. In one neighbourhood where there never had been a
Lutheran chureh, there was a powerful work of grace; and as the
consequence, a church is now orgamized, and measures are being
adopted to erect a house of worship.

e —

If any one vnacquainted with us desires to know what kind of spi-
ritual influcnce we are sometimes called upon to oppose, we refer to
the above, copied from a New York paper. To believe that the
Spirit of God is poured out again and again upon Rev. Lutheran
Clergyman’s church in Pennsylvania, and at the same time execute a
4 powerful work of grace” in some Unitarian Clergyman’s church in
il New York, is too much for the faith of any Disciple. Because we
i| stoutly affirm that such influences are neither from nor of the Holy

Spirit, is confidently asserted that we deny the Spirit.
' D. 0.

—_———

THE FOOL’S RERROOE

There was a certain nobleman, says Bishop Hall, who kept .. fool,
to whom hé one day gave a staff, with a charge to keep it until he
should meet with onewho was a greater fool than himself. Not many
¢ years after the nobleman fell sick unto death. The fool came to sce
Y him.

“ I must shortly leave you,” said the nobleman.

# And whither art thou going ?”

¢ Into the other world,” said his lordship.

¢ And when will you return again; within a menth %’

{3 NO »

“ Withinr a year ¥

“ No 1

¢ When then ?"”

¢ Never I” :

“ Never I said the fool ; “and what preparation and provisiom hast

‘thounade for so long 2 journey and for thy happy entertainment
there. whither thou goest ?”

“ None at all I”
 None!” said the fool : “none atall! Here, then, take my staff, for
with all my folly, I am not guilty of such folly as this.”
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LATIMER.

It is related of Latimer, that when he once preached before that
tyrant, Henry VIIL he took a plain, straightforward text and in his
sermon assailed those very sins for which the monarch was notorious,
and he was stung to the quick. for truth always findsa response in
the worst man’s conscience.  He would not bend beneath the authori-
ty of hiz God; but sent for Latimer, andsaid:  Your lifeisin jeop-
ardry, if you do not recant all you said to-day when you preach next
Sunday.” The trimming courtiers were all anxious to know the con-
sequences of this, and the chapel was erowded.  The venerable man
took his text. and after a pause, began with a soliloquy. thus :

“Now, Hugh Latimer, bethink thee. thou art i the presence of
thy earthly monarch-~thy life is in his hands. and if thou dost not
suit his fancies, he will bring down thy grey hairs to the grave; bug
Hugh Latimer, bethiuk thee, thou art in the presence of the King
of Kines and the Lord of Lovds, who Lath told thee, *fear not them
that Lill the body. and ean do no more 1 but rather fear him who can

, kil both body and soul, and cast thee into hell forever " Yeca, I say,
ugh Latimer. fear him.?

He then went on, and not only repeated what he had before ad-
vanced. but, if_pessible. enforeed it wigh greater emphasis. — After he:
bad {finished. Hemry sent for him, and smd: -~ How durst thon insult’]
thy monarch =02 Latimer replied. =T thought if [ were untaithfal to?
my God. Ieould not be loyval tomy King.”  The King embraced the
good old Bishop, exclaiming. = There is yeb one man left who is bold
enouzh to teil me the trath” \

f
|

——— e J

Lorp. winr wWinr Toot Have xu To pol— Whatsoever thy hand‘éz
findeth.” of all the varied forms of kindness and of good.  Stand ing
your fot and work around you; in your own howe; in’ your ow
neighbariiond. your own town. county. or State. and 1t God enlarge
the ability aud opportunity. = break forth upon the right hand and upon
the loft;™ hut dow't wait for a large field ; cultivate the spot you have:
and help vour neighbors. s

Dow't forget the prayer-meeting and the Sabbath school ; nor “to dos
good and communicate,” for ¢ with such sacrifices God is well pleased.™

Remember that to put a sound Gospel tract into a family, is like
giving them a dranght of the water of life; to put there” an evangelid
eal volume islike furnishing them a « water-pot of two or three firkins;"
{nay. some volumes might rather be likened to a reservoir) but to sups;
ply them with the Bibleis to open a fountain of living waters by th
very hearthstone. It is like planting a perennial spring in the jra\’,_
ellers track acros the Great Sahara. g

Do any of all these. and a blessing shall return into your own bosoi’

and God shall be glorified in you. P
&

I know no evil under the sun so great as the abuse of the under?/
standing, and yet there is no one vice inore common. i'
. &




