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GENERAL REPORT.
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PART FIRST.

SurvEYOR-GENERAL’S OFFICE,
Queekec, 20th December, 1824.
- Sk, ' S

In sobedience to His Excellency the
2 Governor in Chief’s commands and instruc-
tions, contained in Mr. Secretary Cochrane’s

visit the Townships under agency in various
parts of this Province, and to inquire, on
behalf of His Majesty’s Government, into
the proceedings of the Agents appointed to
forward the settlement of the waste lands of
-the Crown, and to personally conduct cer-
tain inquiries respecting conflicting claims,
together with other objects most conductve to
tlustrate the general state of things, and the
progress made in those Townships since the
appointment of Agents thereto respectively,
and desiring me to report fully on all points
which should appear to me worthy of consi-
: deration, and proper for the information of
= His Majesty's Government in this Province,

[

letter, dated 29th May last, enjoining me to

1nstrue-
tions,

£
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Viewed gee
werally. and
comnrehena
sively.
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and also to investigate the actual existence
and discovery of a silver mine at Owl’s Head,
in the Township of Potton. On these sub-
jects, and in further obedience to His Excel-
lency the Lieutenant-Governor’s commands,
by vour letters of the 29th and,30th of June
last, the former relative to the ascertaining
-the encroachments made upon the ground
reserves of Montreal, and to furnishing the
Commissioners appointed for the improve-
ment of the Port and Harbour of that City
with a plan of the same ; the latter giving
me in command to report, as early as possi-
ble, on a petition presented on the part of a
number of the inhabitants of Rawdon, com-
plaining “against the Agent of that Town-
ship.—

I have the honor to report in manner fol-
lowing :—

Previous, however, to entering into. the .

minute details which the nature and descrip-
tion of this service necessarily lead to, it may
be expedient to premise, that, on perusing
with grcat attention my imstructions, and
considering their utility and importance and
the result anticipated therefrom, it occurred
to me that I should take a wide, liberal, and
eomprehensive view of lhe various matters
they embrace, by acquiring, as far as was
practicable, a knowledge of the settlements
generally in the various parts of the Pro-
vince through which I had occasion to pass,

e A e
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in the due exccution of the duly allotted to
me, as being intimately and indispensibly
connected with the advancement and welfare .
of the new settlements of the Townships un-
der agency, and most conducive to convey
‘to His Majesty’s Government the informa-

- tion required.

Having taken my departure from hence pepartucd.
for Montreal on the 24th July last, on my
arrival there, I lost no time in communicat-
lng with the- Commissioners, and, after hav- Soner,
ing ascertained, by personal inspection, the ™"
propriety of a survey of the whole extent of
Beach from the Wind Mill down to the
Cross, below the Town, I communicated
the same to you for His Excellency’s infor-
mation. It is therefore only necessary for
me here to refer to the accompanying docu-
ments under the letter A, which are explana-
tory of my proceedings relatlve to this branch
of the service.

I then 1mmed1ately proceeded to the visit rawdon,
and inspection of Rawdon, Kildare, and i
Kilkenny, upon which subject I had the
honor to report from Montreal, accompany-
ing the same with a communication dated
24th August last, together with numerous
documents touching the inquiries personally
conducted by me then, and reported upon .
severally. I would therefore beg leave to
refer thereto so far as they extend, and em-

body in this General Report such further

-
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observations, respecting the state of those

Rawdon,

Encroach-
ments «f
L’Assomp..
tion.

Extent, &c.

Townships, and their relative situation with
the adjacent Seigniories, as appear to me
necessary, commencing with Rawdon.

This Township is bounded in front by
the rear lines of the Seigniories of I.’As-
somption and La Chenavye, from which there
are roads leading into the Township. It is
singular to remark, that, notwithstanding
the limils between these Seigniories and this
Township have been established and ma¥k-
ed in the field by actual survey, the Seignior
of L’Assomption has considerably encroach-
ed upon the first range of Rawdon, where
he has placed Censitaires under Seignorial
Titles. The encroachments in question
extending as well to the Crown and Clergy
Reservations in that range as to the tract
granted under Letters Patent to the Bru-
yeres, I have in consequence subjoined, for
the information of His Majesty’s Govern-
ment, a plan, and other documents, illustra-
tive of the state of the case, under the let-
ter B. .

The Township of Rawdon i¢ of the usual
dimensions of a regular inland Township,
that is, 10 miles square ; it has been subdi-
vided into 11 ranges, and each range into
28 lots of 200 acres. The new system of

laying out the Crown and Clergy Reserves’

in Blocks has been extended thereto, except
in the first and a part of the second ranges,
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 already granted under Patent, in which the

Reserves were appmpriated.

~ The face of the country in this Townshlp Face of the

country,

is uneven, and in many parts mountainous,

from the 4th range northward. The soil 4«

therein, generally, is fit for the cultivation of
every species of grain peculiar to this coun-
try, and, in various sections, susceptible of
the growth and culture of hemp and flax.
It contains several small lakes, and is well
watered by the River Quareau and nume--
rous other streams, by which it is traversed
and on which are to be found many mill
sites. In fact, this Township, as well as
those adjoining and lying in that direction,
offer many temptations as a fine ¢ pasturing
and grazing country,” to use the language
of its inhabitants, and possesses, at the same
time, the no inconsiderable advantage of the
proximity of a large and populous market
town. -

With respect to the state of the population, . sete
(composed chiefly of Emigrants from Ire- “**"
land,) and general improvements, I beg leave
to refer to the accompanying statement, No.

1, and will only observe, that the settlements

" therein have appeared to me in a state of to-

lerable advancement and progress, consider-
ing the disadvantages under which the inha- -

‘bitants have laboured, from the various caus-

es stated in my former Report. I shall only
state, in addmon thereto, that Mr. Alexan-




6

x. ra. der Rea was appointed Agent for the super-  §
inlendency of Rawdon, in May 1821, and

that he had previously obtained, for himself

and a long list of applicants, an Order of
Council for grants of 100 acres to each of

them, to Le located in this Township and in
Kildare. Upon that Order several of those i
individuals ‘were located to lands in Rawdon

from "this Office ; the others ‘received their
Location Tickets from Mr. Rea, as Agent,

in which capacity he appears to have con-
ducted the settlement of the.'I'ownship under

his inspection with somewhat more regulari-

cape.cow ty and system than Captain Colclough, who
“#  succeeded 1o him in 1823. 'T'his circum-
stance may not, however, invalidate the just

cause of complaint which has produced Mr.

Rea’s removal—but, at that time, il was ex-
3 . pected the appointment of another Agent
would be the means of obviating the diffi-

~ culties complained of, and introduce more
order and harmony and a better understand-
. ing amongst the settlers. Although it may
£ be a troublesome and embarrassing task,
) owing to the description and character of
g some of the people in that settlement, yet it
: might and ought to have been effected. I
g shall, without dwelling on this subject, only
beg leave to call His Excellency’s attention

to that part of my former Report from the 3
letter D to the description of Rawdon, and
“also to that part which refers to my Notes
o " on the papers accompanying it, marked 4
i and 5. (See Appendix A.)

S
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Previous to closing this branch of my Re-

port, it may not bez,rmproper to notice the -

advantages derived by the inhabitants of this
Township from Mr. Dugas’ excellent Grist
and Saw Mills, which are situated in lot No.

- 24, inthe first range; from whence the road

Dugal
Mills.

001(,

- ——

winds into and traverses the interior of the“ o

‘Township up to the seventh range.

Upon leaving Mr. McKenzie's mills, better

>known by the name of Manchester Mills, so
“called after the individual who conducts

them, situate about one mile south of Dugas’
establishment, I was obliged to take a very
circuitous route of about twenty miles to

reach the Emigrant Settlement, in the.Town-.

ship of Kildare, whither my attention was
in the next instance directed, whilst by tra-
versing that Township and part of Rawdon,
the distance does not exceed eight miles, but
-one third thereof is only a foot path. The
road which we travelled winds along the

bank of the River Ouareau, upon which there aar.

are several Grist and Saw Mills, at intervals
of one and two leagues.. Continuing this
route-for a distance of about twoleagues and
a half, we took the road which leads to the
River Rouge settlement in St. Sulpice. In
the vicinity of which and upon the River

Route from
Manchester
Mills to Kil-

Rouge, is a place called Les Dalles, trom a v, -

singular contraction of the river, the banks
whereof, for some distance on either side,
are perpendicular rock, thirty to forty feet in-
height. The current necessarily glides
5
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TheCavern,

8

through these narrows with unusual rapidity, |

much increased in the spring and fall of the
year, from the additional volume of water

which passes down with the precipitancy of
a Cataract, until it bursts from its fetters at

the foot of the Dalles, and meanders " along
its more natural bed.

I was here informed of the existence in
the neighbourhood of that spot, of a great
natural curiosity in~the shape of a subterra-
neous cavern, which was discovered by two
young Canadian peasants, whilst hunting
the wild cat, about two years ago. Prose-
cuting their sport, they pursued two of their
game, until entering an obscure hole a little

above the bank of the river, the young sports-

men lost sight of them. The most enter-
prising of the two attempted to enter the
aperture in the rock, at that time barely suf-
ficient to admit his crawlingintoit. Having
provided themselves with lights, they made a
second attempt so effectual, that not only did
they secure their prey, (of which they have
preserved the skin to this day,) but they dis-
covered another of the many phenomena
of nature, a description of which cannot be
uninteresting.

I descended into the cavern by means of a
trap door which has recently been placed at
one of its angles for the facility and con-
venience of strangers, desirous of visiting this

singular spot, having as my guides two of -
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‘the inhabitants of the neighbouring house,
bearing lighted tapers. The height of the
Cave where we entered is five feet, from
which angle branch off two Caves, the lesser
whereof is of the following dimensions :—

Length.ccivciieincanne 25 feet,

Breadth varying from 2L to 9 —

Height.......ccoiee0veee 5 — It bears
about a S E course from the entrance.

~

. Dimension«

of the lst &

The other has in length....c..... 70 feet, 3 rers
Width, from.....e0000veu. 708 —
Hexght,gi*adually increasing, 5to 13 —

The increase in the loftiness of the cave
originates from the declivity of the ground
part, which at the North Eastern extremity
1s at least twenty-three feet from the surface.
It forms nearly a right angle with the first,
at its S. W. end, and an angle scarcely ob-
tuse at the other with another cave, whose

Lengthis.eeeveivoneeinannnss 80 feet
Average width .......0000.s, 6 —
Height............--.‘-...... 5—"

. . Dimerncious

At the S. Eastern extreme of this cave, fiiak
branches off another of inferior size and con-
sequence, bearing about a due South course,
as may be deduced from the angle it makes

with the last described.

Itisinlength ..ce.cvvvves. 20 feet,
Wldth 890000000000 30000000 5—"

Helght se00ss0sscssssscnnee Sto 4.
B
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At the outward angle formed by this cave
with the preceding one, is to be seen a near-
ly circular aperture of “about 1% foot diame-
ter, which leads to a cavern yet unexplored,
the extent whereof is not known with any

. certainty, but conjecture and supposition will
pecripion- have it to extend 2 arpents ; an astonish-
o ing distance as a natural subteraneous pas-

sage. Summing the lengths of the several
caves above-mentioned together, we have a
total distance of 195 feet of subterranityin the
solid rock, offering a beautiful roof of chrys-
tallized sulphuriate of lime, carved as it were
by the hand of art, and exhibiting at once the
sublimity of nature, and the mastery of the
all-powerful Architect of the universe.

e Continuing my routeover a rather indiffer-
s.fal. enl road, leading to the parish of St. Paul,
wrJaies and thence to Mr. Jolliet’s mills, on the river

cneenn, T2 Assomption, my attention was attracted
to the latter as well from the magnitude of the

much in the interior and almost contiguous
to Kildare. The edifice is of stone, built in
: the modern style, three stories high, 120
feet in length by 45 in width; within its walls
i there are three sets of mill-stones, grist and
“saw mills and a hardware manufactory for
making nails. The mill-dam is remarkable

for its size, construction and solidity. Ata

e e short distance West of this conspicuous con-
aeest. - cern, a village has been laid out, but as yet
it contains only a few houses, chiefly belong-

establishment, as from its being situate so

s
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11
ing to Mr. Jolliet’s establishment. "The road
from hence, winds along the Western hank
of the river L’Assomption to the village De ;.
Ramsay, which lies on the main route, which
leads towards Berthier. It is composed of
twenty-five or thirty houses, the most.conspi-
cuous whereof is that of Mrs. Panet. The
highlands stretching across the Seiguniory of
De Ramsay, in the rear of the village of that
name, produce a very pleasing effect.

The Township of Kildare is situate in the xudae.
rear of La Valtrie, and is bounded to the S.
~'W. by Rawdon, and by the Seigniory De
_ Ramsay« to the N.~E._and does not contain gxen, . .
quite one-half of a full inland Township.
It is divided into .twelve ranges, each of
which is subdivided into 12} lots. 11 ,000
acres were originally granted under Letters
Patent, to the late Mons. De La Valtrie,-and
recently a tract of 3,600 acres was granted
“to the Pastorus’ family, leaving, consequent-
~ ly, after deducting from the whole extent of
the Township 2-7ths as the Reservations for
the Crown and the Clergy, which are laid out
in blocks, but a small quantity of land for
the military locations, still reduced by Major
- Colclough’s grant of 1,800 acres, at present
- under Letters Patent. This Township is
most eligibly situated and contains excellent Sitwatir.
lands, the general aspect whereof, as far back sozd®i-
as the 9th range, is level ; beyond this it as-
sumes an uneven and mountainous appear-
ance. 'The principal rivers by which it is

,
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§§ watered are, the L.’Assomption, the Rivers -
i) Rouge and Blanche, with other tributary
* wuemaw Streams.  The Canadian settlements on the
Ist, 2nd, -and 6th ranges of this Township,
i are deserving of particular nolice, from the

domestic comfort and rural happiness of the
: inhabilants, and the good state of the roads
4 and bridges in that part. There are, how-
ever, several of the Crown and Clergy Re-
/T:e}es/oéupied and considerably improved
_ y some of these individuals, without autho-
rity. 'They have been particularised in some

of the accompanying statements.

Emigrant seltlement in this
Township has made much progress, and
presents to view a neat village, situate con-
o liguous to the S. W. line of De Ramsay,
. and connects with the flourishing settlement

and village of that name, through which tra-

verses the public road leading to Berthier.

Enignnt:
tiem!

Between the 7th and Sth ranges the road
is in a forward state, and is open entirely
across the Township to the N. E. outline

6th ranges, upon which staunds the Canadian
% settlement, and, traversing the whole of Kil-
' dare, joins the public highway in Rawdon
leading to Dngas’ Mills in that Township.

Yo The new settlements in Kildare were
placed under the superintendency of Major
Colclough in 1821, and must be acknow-

4
g!
£
P
3
i

of Rawdon, as also that between the 5th and

ren
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ledged to have made rapid advancement in
- population-and agriculture, notwithstanding
the misunderstandings that have occasionall
existed between the Agent and the Settlers,
arising in a great measure from the inade-
quacy of the remaining grantable lands in
that Township to gratify the numerous list
of applicants with locations therein,
cially after Major Colclough had obtained

from Government the extent of his claims,

forming, as before stated, a total quantum
of 1,800 acres, exclusive of his per centage
as Agent upon the lands granted.  Relalive
to. any further information on this subject,
as well as to the various investigations which
have taken place in the Township of Kil-
| dare, I beg leave to refer to my antecedent
i Report, and the documents thereunto sub-
- joined, wherein these matters are set forth
at length—but with regard to the statistical
exhibit of this new Settlement, resort may

be jhad to the statement, No. 2, herewith

submitted. : :

- The Tb‘wnship of kilkenny, which pre-

Kilkenny.

_ sents itself in order, is situate in the rear of  Jitaation,

the Seigniories of La Chenaye and Terre-
bonne, and is bounded to the N. E. by Raw-
don, to the S. W. by Abercromby. Although
it has the usual breadth of an inland Town-
ship of ten miles square, it contains a less
superficie from the irregularity of its front,
owing to the obliquity of the rear boundaries
of Seigniories upon which it rests.

wnds, &e.

o

e 'éjP‘.
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P&t The general features of the country here

bear a great resemblance to the mountain-
ous and uneven aspect of various sections of
the Townships already described. Some
parts however in Kilkenny are s ise

7= gradual swells, in other parts the surface is -

broken and rocky. 'The most mountainous
part seems to traverse the ninth and tenth
ranges; thence Northward the land descends
by easy slopes beyond the redr outline of the

"Township, and forms a valley through which

it is supposed the North river flows, fertiliz-
ing thelands on each side, which are reput-
ed tobe of an excellent description.

- s . Notwithstanding the unevenness and irre-

gularity of the surface in Kilkenny, the soil
thereof generally is by no means unarable,
though inferior to that of Rawdon and Kil-
re=widare. It is abundantly watered by numer-
ous lakes, the chief of which extends six
miles in length by one and a half in extreme
width, traversing diagonally the ninth, tenth
.and eleventh ranges. The principal rivers
winding through this Township, are the ri-
ver Lachigan and its various branches, the
Western branch of the river St. Esprit, and
many other inferior streams and rivulets.

o N The Reverend Mr. Burton, who resides in

Rawdon, has the agency of this Township,
but from the circumstance of ils having been
- only recently surveyed, little or no progress
has been made in respect of settlements, ex-
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cept by a few Irish Emigrants, who have,
withoutauthority,and contrary to the Agent’s

- injunctions, set themselves down promis-

Unauthoris-

ed settle- .

meants,

cuously in various parts of the Township, =

—and in some instances upon the lands already
located to the officers and privates of the late
embodied militia, an incident of which they
were duly apprized by Mr, Burton. Iwould,
however, humbly solicit His Excellency’s
attention to that portion of my prior report,
which treats particularly upon this subject
and -on the position of the lots I eonceived
most proper to be selected for villages and
glebes, and to the reasons which had induced
my doing so. (See Appen:iix A)

There are no roads in Kilkenny, nor are
there any leading from it to the settlement
of New-Glasgow, lying less than a mile
and a half from the S. E. boundary of the
Township, This circumstance, added to
the inconveniencies experienced by the in-
habitants of New-Glasgow, owing to the
want of a good road to 'T'errebonne, pre-
sents a momentary obstacle to the advance-
ment and prosperity of the settlements con-
templated in Kilkenny by the Militia peo-
ple, but which, I understand, they are de-
termined ‘to surmount.

Having had occasion, in the course of my
tour, to passthrough the settlements of New-
Glasgow and Paisley, I cannot withhold ex-
pressing the. pleasure I experienced at the

Roads. i

Militia

settlement.

New-Glas-
gow and
Paisley.

e
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progress effected - by the industry and perse-
verance of\ both these little Colonies, con-
tending, as they must have done, against
_-the numerous impediments which present
- themselves, such as the deficiency of mills,
practicable roads, &c. impediments which, I
have no doubt, will shortly be obviated by
. the Honorable Seignior, who, I am aware,
has materially, by his own means, forward-
ed the prosperity of these new and promising

settlements. '

SR A et o
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It may be proper to remark here, that, in
order to reach the margin or front line of
Kilkenny, (ohe mile and a half from the last
L house in the Glasgow settlement,) I was not
i rewned 0 DIy Obliged to return by McKenzie's Mills,

i mins. 3 distance of 20 miles, but also- travelled
; Crwemback by St. Jacques, passing through the
Jeques st handsome and well situated village of St. cc

yer L’Achi-

mmwr Roch, and proceed along the north-western

**»  bank of the river L’Achigan, about 37 miles, § ;,
making together 57 miles, instead of 28 in a
‘more direct line ; this circumstance evinces

eoeces the urgent necessity of a road of communi- -

waeine cation being opened, traversing Kilkenny

wmi  and Rawdon, and connecting that already
made through Kildare.

T

“orwaes  Lhis branch of the Mission being finally
s terminated, I proceeded to Terrebonne, where
I remained a few days to draft my former
Report and to adjust the manifold documents

accompanying the same, both of which, ne- at

TG o
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vertheless, T only comﬁleted at Montreal,

1rom whence I transmitted the whole for the

-information of His MaJesty s Executive Go-

vernment

The next course naturally presenting itself

in order was the ascent of the Ottawa River,

and the visit and examination of the country
in the vicinity of that important communi-
cation. Leaving "Montreal, therefere, on
the 24th August, I traversed the Island of
that name, and Isle Jesus, passing by the
Chemin des Neiges -and St. Laurent, to the
village of St. Eustache, viewing vnt'1 much
satisfaction the picturesque scenery which
presents itself on looking back towards the
Montreal Mountain. The numerous or-

_chards, the elegant and tasteful country seats,

the interesting little village of St. Laurent,
composed of 15 or 20 houses, and various
other objects, united to convey many pleas-
ing sensations, and to bespeak the fer tility of
the soil, the affluence of one class of the in-

ﬁlﬂ;mrtnle
for the Otta«
wa.

habitants, and the rural peace and comfort

of the agrlculturlst

The village of St. Eustache is advan-
tageously situated at the estuary of the river
Du Chéne, in the midst of a populous coun-
try, and on the Stage route to the Ottawa.
It contains about 150 houses, many of which
are kept by shop-keepers, tradesmen, and

St. Ense
tache.

hostlers—the population may be estimated

at 800 souls. Upon leaving this handsome

C
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village, the traveller passes through a well
peopled country, the land gradually ascend-
ing from thence to the neighbourhood of
the small village of Grand Brulé, about
fifteen miles distant from St. Eustache and

~ half way to St. Andrews. Its first settle-

The Road.

ments were effected 15 years since, and con-
tains this day 40 dwelling houses, and eight
tolerable taverns. From Grand Brulé the
road turns towards the Grand Carrillion Bay,
and is occasionally interrupted by ascents
and descents ; but on approaching the bor-
ders of the Ottawa there is a steep declivity,
from the foot of which the road winds along
the banks of the Ottawa until it mtersects
the North River, when it turns to the right,
and, following the parallelism of the latter
river, enters the village of St. Andrews. It
may be remarked here, that a more direct

" route, from Grand Brulé to this place, could

St. Avdrews.

be effected at little expense to the public,
and save a distance of at least eight miles,
which would much facilitate the chano'e in
contemplation, of conveying the mail 1rom
Montreal to Grenville in 24 hours, the time

‘now required to run the stage from that city

to St. Andrews. The road is in some parts ra-
ther rough, but it maystill be called very prac-
ticable, “and might easily be made excellent.

The village of St. Andrews, in the Sei-
gniory of Argenteuil, occupies both banks of
the North River, and, in point of beauty and
situation, has even the advantage of St. Eu-

ehedul
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stache. It contains about 28 or 30 houses,

and an average population of 200 souls,

composed of Americans and British -born
subjects. Besides a Grist and Saw Mill,
there is an extensive establishment of a Pa-
per Mill, belonging toa Mr. Brown, opposite
whose residence there is a handsome Bridge
constructed over the river.

Proceeding next to Grenville, I traversed
a yet more interesting country, partly through
Argenteuil, and the whole front of Chatham.
From the upper extremity of this Township
to Grenvnlle, the way over which the stage
travels is almost impracticable, owing to the
neglect of the landholders in those parts
(that traversing Mr. Greece’s lands in parti-

Greavills
&
Chatbame

cular,) to perform the road duties, an object -

to which the attention of the District Grand
Voyer should be called. I therefore adopted
the route along the Military Canal for a dis-
tance of about 6 miles. The handsome and

well situated settlements on the front -of

Chatham, combined with the prospect of the
majestic Ottawa, in sight of which we travel
for the most part, togelher with the flourish-
ing settlements and neat villas on the oppo-
site shore, and especxally the village at PPoint
Fortune, form a coup d'eil truly mterestm

particularly when it is remembered that all
this is the work of 25 years, and the opening
of one of the most important communications
between the Sister Provinces of Lower and
Upper-Canada, which is already so mate-

~
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B rially advanced, whether we look at the land
1) -

i or water cenveyance.
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wnan e The Military Establishment 1mmed1ately

tablishment.

seoiis’ contiguous to Grenville Basin, (known also

et

Caral.

as Nelson’s Bav,) is chiefly composed of two
companies of the Royal ‘Staff Corps,- who
have been emploved in opening the Canal,
extending from the Basin down to Greece’s

Point, in Chatham, a distance exceeding six '

miles.  This important work was conducted
under ‘the immediate superintendence and
direction of Captain Duvernet, then com-
manding that detachment of this useful corps.
This Gflicer having last fall sailed for Eng-
land, with his company, the command at the
Grenviile station has devolved upen Captain
Read; of the same corps. The Canal, which

s nearly completed, is cut through the solid

rock in various parts, forming an aggregate
lergtir oi” about 4 milesof rock excavation,
lo au extreme depth, in some parts, of 30 feet.
its average width at bottom 1s fram 25 to 30
feel, aud al tep from 33 to 40, and the depth
Cof waler i wu‘patnd at from 5 to 6 feet. It
is expected that, in the course of the ensuing
vear, this valuabie nnpm\ement of our in-
mrm.l navigation will be in full operation.

Teoner f e ol)Ject of the Grenville Canal is to con-

My )URE

‘nect tLe navigable sections of the Ottawa
River interrupted by the impetuous Long
S(.-».L Rapid, and cther iuferior rapids below
- it, especialiy that in front of Mr. McRobb’s

propesty, at tire fool of which he has very
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judiciously laid out a village. It is antici-
pated that the exertiong-of this Gentleman,
aided by the means he SOasesses, will prove
highly beneficial to that part of the country.

The extreme breadth of the Ottawa, from

The Loung

. the bottom of Nelson’s Bay, rather exceeds -

a mile and a quarter, spreading into a fine
expanse of water flowing down under the
influence of a gentle current, until, attaining
the Eastern pomt of the Bay, where the Ri-
ver is contracted to a mile in width and in-
terspersed with several Islands, it presses
through its shackled channels with incredible
velocity, bearing down every thing on its
bosom, or within the pale of its attractlon, ’

© with irresistible force to the foot of the
- . Islands, where it resumes, for a short interval,

its eloquent placidness. On the Southern
bank, opposite the military station, is situate

:  the large and conspicuous concern known

by the name of Hamilton’s, or Hawkesbury, samiton
Mills ; and about half a mile higher up, at
the mouth of the small river Chenaille Ecar-
té,’are Mears’s Grist and Saw Mills, Stores, Mer
Brewery, Tavern, and Stage Establishment,

by which the mail is conveyed to Cornwall,
Upper-Canada. There is also a Wharf, at

this spot, for the reception of the Steam-Boat stam soat.
which ascends the River to Hull every third
or fourth day, keeping close in to the South
shore, where it is met by boats from Gren-
ville, when there are passengers or cargo to
be conveyed to the upper parts of the country.

~
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The Boat, however, occasionally traverses
over to Grenville, but, in so doing, they are

- compelled to adopt a circuitous course by

Nelson’s
Bay.

Grenville
Heights,

running close under the North shore, in order
to avoid a sand shoal lying about parallel to
the East side of Nelson’s Bay, extending a
mile, or thereabouts, in length, upon an aver-
age widlth of a quarter of a mile, part of
which is dry in summer. Nelson’s Bay, with
the exception of this shoal, offers a safe har-
bour and good anchorage for the Steam-
Boat or other vessels, which are sheltered b
the highlands extending to the North and
North-West of the Basin, and descending. al-
most to the margin of the River, except near
the River Calumet, where the hills rise from
asmall but beautiful meadow. These high-
lands, which might with propriety be called
the Grenville Heights, stretch to the west-
ward along the River, somewhat decreasing
in elevation until their approach to the Sei-
gniory of La Petite Nation, where they re-
cede from the River about two miles, leaving
in front a low, level, and fertile country, pe-
culiarly adapted for meadow land : the same
ridge, extending in its westerly direction,
traverses nearly the middle of the Townships
of Lochaber, Buckingham and Templeton,
and, passing along the 9th and 10th Ranges
of Hull, terminates on the margin of Lake
Chaudiere (an expansion of the Ottawa,) in
the upper part of Eardley.

Wi i
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Being at Grenville on the 28th of August,
and finding it expedient to take advantage
of the Steam-Boat conveyance the next

§ morning, I accordingly made the previous
~s arrangements for visiting that Township on

my return ; with this view I issued a notice,
convoking a meeting of the Seltlers on the st
5th of September. Therefore, my inspection

of this "T'ownship, as well as that of Chatham,

and the vacant tract adjoining it, in the

rear of Argenteuil, will come under consi-

deration in a subsequent portion of this Re-
port. '

The distance from Grenville to Hull is 60 'f‘;: pasmage
miles of uninterrupted navigation, which the
Steam-Boat performs in 13 hours, averaging

5 miles per hour. Although, forsooth, this

be not expeditious travelling, yet the com-
modiousness of going over this long reach of
the Ottawa with certainty of time and com-
parative comfort, when we consider that it
so recently required several days to run over
the same distance in comfortless boats, we
cannot but appreciale the advantage of such
a vehicle, and render to the owners that tri-
bute of praise and approbation which their

spirited and laudable undertaking entitle
them to.

The Union of the Ottawa (for such is the i 5en -

of the Otta-

appropriate name of the Steam-Boat,) car- 5.5 ™
ries 150 tons, is 125 feet on deck by 23 feet
beam ; it draws but little water, and is pro-
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~._pelled by a 28 horse power engine. . The

Scenery.

accommodations and fare are as good as

could reasonably be expected, under every

circumstance, whether we consider the in-
fancy of the concern or the cheapness of the
price, which, for cabin passengers, is 20s. ;
deck passengers 5s.; and 23s. 4d. per ton
for goods and merchandise.

On leaving the Basin of Grenville, the
scenery is blended in a manner peculiarly to
interest the mind of vbservation. 'The Gren-
ville Heights on the one hand ; the low yet
picturesque country on the other; the sin-
gular cluster of Islands principally obstruct-
ing the channel of the River, and, finally,
the head of the Long Sault, exhibit a pros-
pect by no means beneath the Poet’s descrip-
tion. About 3 miles above Grenville, on the

~ South side, is seen Mr. Alexander Grant’s

Village of
Loogueail,
u. C.

La Petite
Natiou.

handsome dwelling-house; and two miles
beyond this stands the village of Longueuil,
so called from the Seigniory of that name,
the only French grant {inder the feudal sys-

tem within the. limits of Upper-Canada.

The settlements of La Petite Nation are
the next objects of perception presenting
themselves on the North shore. This Sei-
gniory is the property of Louis Papineau,
Esquire, and is, from its advantageous local
situation and extent, deserving of particular
observaton. It is situate between the aug-
mentations of Grenville and Lochaber, and

“bounded in front by the Ottawa. It extends
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5 leagues in front by a depth of similar di-
mensions. 'The lateral lines thereof run

astronomically N. 11° 20/ E. in conformity

to an ancient Ordinance of the Province,
establishing the bearings of the Seignorial
lines on the Ottawa, and, commencing from
the first fall in the River Petite Nation, ex-
tend Eastward. '

~'The front of this Seigniory is much indent-
ed by the Ottawa, forming, on that shore,
several coves and bays well adapted for the

shelter of boats ; one of these bays has near- -

ly two and a half leagues in depth, running
almost parallel to the front, and forming an
extensive Presqu’Isle of the land which 1t di-
vides from the main body of the Seigniory.

- The River La Petite Nation, 'which winds

and traverses the Seigniory in the general

- direction from S. W. to N. E. runs through

a mountainous country, and, finally, dis-

charges its waters into the Ottawa, to the

Westward of the neck of land which unites
the Peninsula with its parent soil, near the
head of the arm of the Grand River already
mentioned. Notwithstanding the uneven-
ness and irregularity of the surface in that
Seigniory, the soil, generally, and of the fore
part especially, is reputed excellent, fertilized
as 1t is by several small rivers and numerous
streams ; advantages invariably met with in
hilly regions, as a providential compensation

for- other inconveniencies. The Canadian settements.

Descrip-
tion, &c.

settlements on the river borders of the La

D

N

. i*'
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Petite Nation, and -along the banks of the
River of that name, upon which are erected
the Seignorial Mills two miles above its
estuary, although indeed in their infancy,
s * present a handsome landscape, in which the

‘\ Parish Church, the Presqu’lsle, and several
_ Islands on that side the Ottawa, combine in
' awakening an interest, much heightened by
the bold oulline of the country in the back
ground. '

i e 954 4

‘-u.._‘.a.,.‘,.,_,,m S B,
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" The population is estimated at about 120
families, whose farms are laid out of dimen-
sions unusually large in French grants, (that
is, 5 arpents by 40,) for which they pay four
‘ bushels of wheat, and two French crowns,
e puttic @s their redevances annuelles. 'The road,
soads, .« .
opened by the Commissioners for Internal
Communications; runs across the front of the
Seigniory, having settlers on either side who
keep itin constant repair. Above and below
La Petite Nation, the road, losing the ad-
vantage of traversing a settled country, be-
comes almost impracticable, and must remain
so until the plan in contemplation, of effect-
.ing settlements upon that communication, be

executed.
‘gg gt of Ascehding the Ottawa, from the Western
o wiil- boundary of the Seigniory above described
N towards the Township of Hull, several Is-

lands offer themselves to view, which greatly
enhance the scenery of this part of the River.
Kettle and Goose Islands, the principal of

L P ’ ke 1.0 P
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these, are, as well as the inferior Isles, over-
flowed by the spring rise of the waters, but
afford, notwithstanding, excellent autumn
pasturage. The North bank of the River
exhibits little more in this place than a wil-
derness ; no habitations, unless here and
there a solitary hovel preSenting itself: whilst,
on the South shore, art mingles with nature
to beautify the scene—for there you trace
the husbandman’s industry in his comforta-
ble cottage, thatched barns, and enclosures.
A few years more and these will, no doubt,
be seen on the opposite bank of this magni-
ficent River, which seems to leave her Elder
Sister Stream but to traverse and fertilize,
territories unknown, Lo tempt the enterprising

to explore those parts to which she offers a

propitious guide.
/

Of the many rivers which disembogue into
the Ottawa, between the Seigniory of La
Petite Nation and Hull, those more iinme-
diately deserving notice are, the Gatineau,
and Le Lievre, on the North, and the Ri-
deau, and La Pelite Nalion, on the South.
The River Rideau is particularly distinguish-
ed by the Fall which bears its name, conspi-
cuous for the excessive whiteness of the foam
it excites, and the regulantv of the rock over
which its waters are precipitated, the height
whereof does not, I presume, exceed thn'ty
feet. A little higher up are the Richmond
and Hull Landmgs two convenient Coves

for the Steam-Boat, where stores e_md wharves

The Rideau
Falls.

Richmoud
and Hall
Landiogs.
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~ bave been built, affording commodious land-
- ing places, and storage for goods.

Ragids &eo

Opposite the Eastern half of Hull the Otta-
wa is considerably obstructed by Rapids and
Islands, and particularly so about the middle
of the Township, where the waters descend
with extraordinary precipitancy, gliding over
shelving flags, forming so many little cas-
cades, of 2, 4 and 6 feet elevation, in various
parts of the Riv er, as low down as Wright

oxncin Village.  Opposite to this, the River is near-

olihe
atWw n:‘bt
Yil

Fatls o
CRaud

ly choked by a range of Islands, of solid rock,
jutting ‘out from its bed, overgrown with
copse and stunted trees, amidst which a few
=olitar\ pines, or spruce trees, are seen tow-
ering above the pigmy underwood. Imme-
dxatek above these small promentories, the

W aters of the Great Lake Chaudiere, u urged

mth great velocity through the contracted
part of the River called the Little Chau-
diere, roll in volumes from rock to rock, and,
occasioually repelled by opposing Islands,
mostly collect into one large mass, whlch,
torrent-lixe, precipitates itself over a rock, in
the shape of a ;ecrment 2-3rds of a circle,
into an abyss 25 to 30 feet in depth; from
whence it bursts with astonishing 1ap1d1ty,
and, rushing through the main channel, it
finally abandons the 1 tumult. and uproar of a
cataract, and gently flows. uninterruptedly,
for many miles. 'This Fall, the principal one
known on the Ottawa, has, from its singu-
lar formation, been called the Kettle Fall,
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(Chite de la Chaudiére,) and has given its
name to the Lakes above it produced by
the expansion of the River. To the North MrFai-
of the Chaudiere Fall, is another Cataract of
inferior consequence, 20 feet, or thereabouts,
' in height, which is remarkable for one pecu-
* - liarity not observed in the other.—The wa- _sutem-
| ters hurled into this last pit are seen no more, " wwes’
but flow under ground, leaving their visible
bed little less than dry. Nearer the shores

of Hull, are various gradations of caseades,
equally curious, from a similar circumstance; : -
that run considerable distances through sub- -
terraneous passages, of which several issues
have been discovered. 'The prospect and
appearance, altogether, of this section of the
varied Ottawa, may be compared, in point
of singularity, interest, and grandeur, to the
best scenery of the Canadas, which has so
often been pictured by Tourists ; and I would
even venture to say, that the deservedly '
famed stupendous Cataract of Niagara,
might, in point of novelty and variety, yield
to the Falls, Cascades, and Islands, in this
particular section of the Grand River.

The width of the River, from one main The River
shore to the other, opposite the village, is Vi -
upwards of 1780 yards, which may be di-
vided into two parts. The first, a distance
of about 3294 feet, has on its line a chain of
Islands, at no considerable intervals from one
another, which, by means of short bridges

and causeways, could easily be connected.
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The second part embraces the principal
channel, 92 feet breadth by actual admea-
surement, over which an arch might be
- thrown, connecting the North and South
shores, 40 or 50 rods above Richmond Land-
ing, from whence the mail is conveyed,
through Richmond and Perth,~to Kingston.
Theemeton This important object cannot be viewed
recommiense Without the most earnest desire and solicitude
for its accomplishment, inasmuch as the
communication between this Province and
-Upper-Canada would, thereby, become un-

interrupted, certain, and secure ; and must,

necessarily, consolidate and strengthen the

Canadas, by ultimately rendering the St.

Lawrence, which, from St. Regis, we hold
in common with a Foreign power, a second-
ary means of intercourse with the Sister
Province. It is sincerely to be hoped, that
the spirit of enterprise and improvement,
which has of late years made its appearance
. in this Colony, will be extended to the ame-
lioration suggested, and that the Legislature
of both Provinces, always awake to the in-
terest and prosperity of their respective de-
partments, will devote a share of their usual
~ attention to the opening of Canals, and the
erection of Bridges, which must so material-
ly facilitate their mutual commerce. "

ol The Rapids do not extend higher up than
the small Island in front of Lot No. 15,

from whence the Lake Chaudiere may be 1

said to commence, expanding to an extreme
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width of 3% miles. This place, it is proba--

ble, would be found the most propitious as a
landing for the Steam-Boat or craft that may
hereafter ply upon this part of the Ottawa.

The road, however, for a distance of 3 miles .

above this spot, is so very good, that it might,
perhaps, be esteemed more advisable to esta-
blish a landing at Symes’s place, lying at
the extremity of the Hull road, 7 miles
distant from the village, where a wharf anc
store -have been already built.—Nor would
any distance be lost by the adoption of the
latter plan, inasmuch as the offset, from the

main road to the landing first proposed,

would render the water route, if any thing,
the longer of the two.

From Symes’s Landing to the Rapides des
Chats, at the N. W. extremity of the Lake,
£ is a distance of twenty miles of gentle cur-
. rent; but at that point the River is obstruct-
ed by a .cluster of Islands, above which it

again expands and assumes the name of Lac
des Chats.

Thus far did I ascend the Ottawa, ob-
serving and noting, with peculiar diligence
and attention, the many interesting objects
which present themselves on either side ;
and having described its Islands, Rapids,
and Scenery, with that detail and accuracy
it appeared to me the subject merited, I
shall retrace my steps, and, descending the
North bank of the River, enter into a more

Rapides des
Chats, &c.

Return by
the North
Bank.
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particular account of the actual state of the
Townships under agency, touching only cur-
sorily those that have not yet bet been rang-
ed under the superintendence of Agents upon
that communication.

The Townships of Onslow and Kardley
take up the whole of the North shore of Lake
Chaudiére. = The former has been surveyed,
and, in 1802 and 1803, the first five Ranges
were subdivided, and the lands, thus laid out,
granted to Boswell Minor, and his associates,
with the exception of 1200 acres, embracing
the North-West Trading Post at Point Mon-
dion, on Lot No. 7 in the 2d Range, which
were patented to the Honorable John Rich-
ardson and John Forsyth, Esquire, jointly.
From Lot No. 9 in the Ist Range, the shore
of the Lake runs about due North to the
4th Range, which it bounds in front. The
1st, 2d, and 3d Ranges, are traversed by

.ridges of massive rock, amidst which are

several small Lakes, and one, above the rest,
distinguished by the appellation of Long
Lake, used as a reservoir for timber, through
which, also, boats and canoes pass, and are

carried over, from its Western extremity, in-
to Lac des Chats. 'This Township is tra- |
versed by many rivers and streams ; but the §

generality of the lands therein are not, as far

“as the surveys have extended, esteemed of a |
quality likely to induce emigration in that |
quarter. Opposite.to Onslow and Eardley, |
are situate the Townships of March and |
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Tarbolton; presenting ‘the aSpect of an old
settled country.

Having given this brief description of
Onslow, as being the last and most Westerly
Township erected on the Ottawa, I come
next to Kardley; which joins Onslow to the
West, and Hull to the Kast. Its perpendi-
cular breadth is the same as olher River
Townships, but its lateral lines, running
i magnetically North, differ widely in their
- depth, the Eastern line being 1099 chains,
the Western line only 325 ; owing to the
L curves of the shore of the Lake, which runs
- about N. W. and presents a diagonal front
= to this Township of 14 miles, from its East-
L ern boundary in the 1st Range to the West-
. ern limits of the 9th. It is indented by two
. large Bays, the first whereof lies above a
. small River, which falls into the Ottawa at

i Lot No. 8; the second extends from No.

| 21, to the Western bounds of the Township.
i In this Bay two other small Rivers discharge
E their waters, which, together with several
t other inferior streams, fertilize the front
t  Ranges of this Township.

“The soil in Eardley does not yield in fer-

‘¢ E tility to Hull ; it is well timbered with elm,

¢ beech, maple, and pine, and may be said to
: _possess every local advantage met with in
the Townships below it. From the fool of
e the hills, which lie along the 6th Range, to
| the margin of the Lake, the country is gene-
9 N

Eardley.

Situation,
Extent, &c.

Soil and
timber.
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i rally level, or rising into rich ahd gradual
i swells of e\cellent land

3 et A tract of 6411 acres of the Eastern sec-
=N weren. tion of this Township was granted, in 1805,

to the Sandford and Lukin families, and
‘others ; the greater part whereof has been
S since conv ewed to other individuals,as will ap-
3 : pear from the documents accompanying this
- Report ; and, subsequently, 2600 acres were
o ‘ patented to the Maclean family, which two
L ants occupied nearly the whole of the front. -
weea. ‘T here are, however, large tracts of excellent
lands yet ungranted within this Township,
- which, if placed under the superintendency
e of an active Agent, may in time become a
settlement of mterest and consequence.

saemeats.  Qut of the prosperous Colony of Hull, the §

settlements of Eardley may be said to have |

originated. 'They are chiefly in the Easter-

ly quarter of that Township, and are tra-

- versed by the Hull road, which extends to

6 the 14th or 15th lot. Many neat and well

_cultivated farms are to be met with on this

part of the road ; as also a School-House, an

object of no little novelty or consideration in

such a place, attended, I understand, by 20
"to 25 youths of both sexes.

. Lo VWith respect to quantity of land in a state
Y% - of culture, the population, and general state
k of the settlements of Eardley, it will be ne-

, cessary to refer to statement No. 3.
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The Township of Hull succeeds Eardley, s

| and joins Templeton to the East. It is

bounded in front by the ‘Grand, or Ottawa Bepnisrie

River, and in the rear by waste lands of the
Crown. It extends 16 Ranges in depth;
each Range being subdivided into 28 lots
of 26 chains in breadth, by 80 chains, 80
links, in depth. Such are the authorised di-
mensions of the lots of land in River Town-
ships throughout the Province, excepting, of
course, the lots broken and indented by the .
sinuosities of the River or Lake upon which
they front, as occurs in the first, second, and
third Ranges of the Township under consi-
deration.

It is abundantly watered by Rivers, Lakes, e,
and numerous tributary Streams. The Gati- _ Tie
neau, the chief of the Rivers running through

. Hull, takes its rise far in the interior of the

country, and breaking into Lot No. 23 of
the 16th Range, enters the Township, which
it traverses diagonally, varying in width from
10 to 20 chains, and finally disembogues in-
to the Ottawa about half a mile below the
Eastern outline of Hull, in the Township of
Templeton. The depth of the River renders

L it fit to bear vessels of a large tonnage a dis-

tance of 3 miles from its mouth—the Steam-
Boat, indeed, has ascended it upwards of 4
miles. On 'the Eastern bank stands a cone ¢@3ee
spicuous hill, which, I conceive, might here-
after become an obJect worthy of notice in a
military point of view, from its shape and

&c.

Gatineau.

-
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commanding position. Ascending the River
beyond this point, Cascades and Rapids are
not unfrequently to be met with ; some of

~ which are remarkable for their beauty and

variety, environed as they are by a rather
picturesque scenery, particularly in the 7th
Range, where a small Saw Mill, situated at
the foot of a Rapid, breaks into view. The
agitated waters, flowing fast between a small
Island and the main bank, which, on this side
as on the other, is much elevated above the
bed of the River, produce a fine effect.

The principal Lake in Hull lies in a tra-
verse position, from Lot No. 23 in the 11th
Range, to the commencement of No. 28 in
the 13th Range. It is 3 miles in length by
2 of a mile in breadth, and forms a narrow
pass of about 16 chains wide on the division
line between the eleventhand twelfth Ranges, -

which intersects a small Island situate about

“mid-way from shore to shore. . The shape of

~ the Lake is extremely irregular, and at Lot

No. 28 it branches off into Kardley. Its
waters discharge themselves into the Gati-
neau, at the line between the fifteenth and
sixteenth Ranges, thus running in a contra-
ry direction to tlie eurrent of that River;
a singularity accounted for upon viewing
the highlands which stretch across the eighth, }
ninth and tenth Concessions of this Town- E
ship, already alluded to in my general descrip- |
tion, and forming a natural division of the [
waters flowing North and South therefrom. |
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The Columbia Pond is another small Lake,
lying at the Fastern extremity of the fifth
Range, the waters whereof fall into the Ot-
tawa a little South of the estuary of the Ga-
tineau.

The face of the country in the front of this
Township is generally a plane, undulated by
gradual swells as far back as the 6th Range,

Columbia
Poud.

Face of the
country.

where the ridge of highlands, precedently .

mentioned, arise and bound the vale to the
North, traversing the Township in a curvili-
neal direction almost parallel to the River.
Beyond these mountains the land forsakes
the aspect of a plane, and rising into more
frequent and abrupt slopes, which, however,
render it by no means unfit for tillage, it be-

comes a rich pasturing and grazing country, ;
and as such is highly prized by the inhabi-

tants. The soil in the level parts of Hull is
esteemed of an excellent quality, whether be-
tween the Ottawa and the highlands, or the
intervales dispersed over its hilly sections.
Hemp and flax are here cultivated with great
advantage and success, as. well as every
description of grain raised in Lower-Canada.
This Township is chiefly timbered with
beech, birch, maple, pine, elm, and some oak,

baswood, and hemlock. It is traversed in,
various parts by many roads, the principal

of which, beginning at the Steam-Boat Land-
ing, passes throngh Wright Village, from
whence it extends diagonally to the 17th Lot
on the division line between the first and

Soil.

Timber.
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‘Wright
Village,
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second Concessions. along which it runs to
the Lake Landing at Symes’s (formerly no-
ticed) ; from this place the road. follows the
margin of the Lake and enters into Eardley.
Upon this road the greater portion of the
most flourishing settlements of Hull are to ,
be seen. Indeed, every thing exhibited a -

‘degree of affluence and comfort which must

surpass the highest expectations of the visi-

‘tor when he sets out to witness the progress

and prosperity of a settlement not 25 years
standing. 'Neat dwelling-houses, many of
them two stories high, extensive barns, &c.
meet your eye in every direction, while the
fields and closes offer a sight no less, if not
more, delightful as a pastoral scene—there
cattle of every sort and in great numbers are
seen grazing ; large herds of sheep wander
over the grateful soil and seek a pasturage
they readily find—meanwhile all the other
objects attendant on rural life, uniting toge-
ther, give an interest to the whole much bet-
ter felt than expressed. .

Wright Village is pleasantly situated at
the South-Eastern angle of this Township,
occupying the front of Lots No. 2, 3 and 4
in the third Range. It is composed of eight

_or ten houses, besides a handsome Church,

bmlt upon an eminence, facing the River,
decorated with much taste and surmounted
by-a neat spire. Nearly in front of the
Church, and bordering ' the highway, stands
a two story stone house, where a liberal Hotel
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Establishthent is carried on, afferding com-
fortable accommodations. - Westward from
this Inn is another good stone building, and
several frame houses. Opposite to these, on
the other side of the main road and on the
hank of the River, are situted the Grist and
Saw Mills, a Blacksmith’s Forge, Stores,
&c. and a spacious and conspicuous stone
Edifice, with a Cupola, which is often mis-
taken by visitors for a Church from its sin-
gular construction. The mill dam project-
ing out upon the reef of rocks, towards the
rapid, is remarkable for its extent and solidi-
ty. To the West of the mill is the long

causeway, and bridge, over which the publlc,

road is continued. Upon the first rise of the
hill, West of the bridge, is the handsome and
comfortable habitation of Philemon Wright,
Esquire, and; beyond it, the School-House,
where I witnessed, with extreme satlsfacl;on,
the advances made in the elementary branch-
es of education by the youths of both sexes,
to the number of 30 or 40. The order and
regularity with which the School appears
to be conducted reflects much credit upon
the Teacher. There is also a Post Office at
the village, under the direction of Mr. Rug-
gles Wright, as Post-Master. The whole
of the v1llage is the property of Philemon
Wright and Sons; a circumstance which
explains the tardy increase of its buildings
and population, it being the interest of those
gentlemen to avoid bringing competitors in
the various concerns they carry on at that

Mr. Ruggles
Weright.
Post Master.



40

!
|
;i place. Tt is obvious, therefore, that it be-
) - .comes an object: of expediency to establish,
{ “Vinee " in some other part of Hull,a Government Vil-
=< Jage, open to Emigrants settling there ; and,
o having viewed the country, I would humbly
B beg leave:to propose Lot No. 21, in the 2nd
N Range, as a very propitious site for a village,
o : from its contiguity to the River and locality.
P The lease, under which it is held as a Crown
Reserve, is almost expired, and I have little
doubt that the holder would forego his lease
Laewmd® on equitable consideration.  Previous to
taking leave of this part of the Township,
it may not be amiss to notice a chasm of
considerable length in the solid rock, vary-
ing greatly in-width at different points until
it meets the River. It lies South of the vil-
lage road, and though it contains 5 or 6 feet
water in spring and fall, it is nearly drained
in summer.

fam. The Columbia Farm is situated in the
. fourth Range, about one mile and @ half from

the Ottawa, to the West of Mr. Wright’s
house. The extent, position, and state of
culture of this farm, deserve to be particular~

ly remarked. It consists of a large dwelling
house, lying East of the road upon a gradual
#o, slope, the ground ascending to the West, and
§ is occupied by one of Mr. Wright’s family.
In the lower part of the farm is a Distillery,
and on the opposite side of the road stand the
out houses, barns, &c. covering a large area
of ground forming a square, of which one of

Columbia

i
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the sides is 200 feet. The convenient and

judicious subdivision and ceconomy of this

department of farming are tr uly meritorious,

and reflect great credit upon the enterprise

and judgment of the proprietor, whose con-

stant aim to improve the breed of cattle in
that section of the country, has been attended
with every success. Westward of Columbia

Farm, is Chamberlain’s Farm placed upon an  gimr

eminence from whence I had an opportunity
of taking a few sketches of the surrounding
countn,whlch from this position, offers many
handsomelandscapes. From Columbia Farm
two roads branch off in different direc-
tions. The one passing along the edge of

10's I'arine

the Pond, previously mentioned, leads to the .

Gatineau farm, remarkable as being the spot

selected by Mr. Ph. Wright in 1801 for his

~ first and original habitation, and as such is

not divested of interest, it being, as it were,
the parent of the actual ﬂourlshmg settlement
of Hull. 'The other road directing its course
Westward, winds suddenly at lot No. 8, and,

‘\ rejoins the main front road ; meanwhile the”:

Columbia road continues towards the North
until it meets the River Gatineau, in the 7ih
Range, where Mr. Christopher Wright’s new
farm is situated on the lots recently located
to him. 'This gentleman has already cleared
40 acres, most of which are under cultivation,

Mr. Christr.
Wright’s
Farm.

and, besides his own residence, has completed .

the frame work of a capacious-barn. From

- hence the road runs principally along the

banks of the Gatineau, to the eleventh and
F

The road

from theace.,
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twelfth Rar\:ges ; but T directed my~course
Westward, by the road between the seventh
and eighth Ranges, into the new Settlements.
On lot No. 15, the road divides itself into two
branches, leading respectivelyto the large and
small Lakes, formerly spoken of. At the lat-
ter place, I witnessed the industry of two
young emigrants, whose exer tions as farmers
give every reason to anticipate the most fa-
vorable resulls to themselves and:to the
Township in which they are settled. There
is a Saw Mill on lot No. 15 ; and it might be
found expedient to appropriate lot No. 14 for
a Village, as being at the forks of two roads,
having a Saw-Mill hard by, and a tolerable
cultivated farm in its vicinity. The state of
these new Settlements is sufficiently prosper-
ous, considering the short time elapsed since
the people have been located. With respect
to the roads in these parts, little can be said
for them, nor indeed would it be fair to expect
to find good roads so far in the interior of a
new counlrv. From the frequent winding of
the road, the distance is considerably length-
ened, an inconvenience generally existing at
the first start of an infant Settlement, but ulti-
mately rectified. 'The road which passes the
small Lalke leads into Eardley, and terminates
at Lake Chaudiere in the fourth Range of that
Township. From the forks at No. 15 in the
eight Range, another road running due South,

branches oft and strikes the ()ttawa, having -

but few Settlements upon its borders, until lt
reaches the fifth and fourth Ranges, where

4
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farms are more frequently met wiil, which

progressively increase as you traverse the
third Range, and advancing towards the Ri-
ver, you enter into an apparently old settled
country I should have noticed whilst speak-
ing of the Roads and Settlements in thelse-
venth and eighth Ranges, the two Establish-
ments of Mr. Tiberius Wright situated on
the Eastern banksof the Guatincan, along
which the road is opened for some distance.
His lands haye an advantageous local situa-

Tiherius
Wright.

tion, are in a hxgh state of culture, and afford

excellent pasturage.

It is proper to notice that the cultivation
of Spring Wheat (sown chiefly in August)
has been attended with muclr success, and in
some instances, one bushel sowed at that sea-

| son has produced 30 to 40. Admitting this,

however, to be an extraordinary and casual
production, and taking it that one bushel
could generate 25 to 30 bushels, instead of
40, the advantage of Spring Wheat over
the Autumnal Will still be manifest, the latter
being known to produce no more than 15 and
20 to one. The subject is well worth the
attention of the Agriculturists of the country,
and may be the means of their raising two
crops in the year, or at least afford advanta-
ges heretofore unknown to them.

"The Township of Hull was surveyed and
subdivided in 1801, under a warrant of sur-

Spring
wheat re-
commmended.

Tl-e Town-
ship of Hull
sulvmel in
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vey isstied in favor of Philimon Wright, Esq.
and nine associates, (including two of his
sons,) who obtained a grant of 1200 acres
under Letters Patent in 1806, embracing the

~ whole front of this Township, and compre-

hending the first, second and third Ranges,
parts of the fourth, fifth and sixth, and two
lots in the seventh Range, through which
the River Gatineau runs.- 'The associates in
this grant reconveyed, as was the practice at
ihat time, the greater part of the landsto their
leader, as an indemnification for expenses in-
curred in the survey, and for Patent Fees
on the grant, by which means Mr. Wright
became the principal and almost sole pro-
prietor of the lands thus granted, upon which
it appears he and his sons have made im-
provements to the considerable extent of
4,703 acres in culiure, 24 houses, &c. This
genileman is entitled to the highest praise,

- for the perseverance and spirit of enterprise

he so strongly evinced, by setting himself
down in a wilderness, remote from the ves-
tige of a sctilement, and a distance of eighty
miles yp the Ottawa. 'T'he many hardships
and privations he must have suffered, in thus
laying the foundation of the prosperous set-
tlement, which has since grown to conse-
quence from his exertions, can easily be
imagined, when we consider the variety of
obstacles he l:ad to surmount ; obstacles, ne-
vertheless, incident to the formation of every
settlement in a new country. ‘ o
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In thus'acknowledging the well known

Liberatity

merits of Mr. Wright, it is but just to state, c?garﬁgnt

that the liberality of His Majesty’s Govern-
ment towards that individual has been un-
bounded ; and that upon a recapitulation of
the various grants made to himself and his fa-
mily in Hull and Lochaber, it will be found
that 9,145 acres were, with the exception
of 1200 acres located to his junior son, Mr.
Christopher Wright, granted to them under
Letters Patent. This alone could not but
be deemed a full and generous compensation
and reward for Mr. Wright’s unremitting ex-
ertions to forward the prosperity of that part
of the Ottawa, when it is considered, that in

him.

so doing he was at the same time very essen-

tially and certainly very equitably benefitting
himself. But, if to this be 'added the recon-
veyance of at least 7,000 acres in Hull by
his associates, and not less than 5,000 agres

in Templeton, making atotalof 21,145 acres,

i it will be found that Mr. Wright has been
L quiteadequately compensated for his assiduity
. and successful endeavours to promote the set-
tlements in that section of the Province.

" The Inhabitants of this Township (which
was placed under Mr. Wright’s superintend-

ency in 1824,) are, with few exceptions, of

Ameriean birth, save the young and risin

generation, who are of course British born
subjects. In no part of the country through
which IThad occasion topass, have I witness-
ed more industry and good understanding

The
Iohabitauds.
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« "~ than are to be seen in Hull, where the people
seem universally to enjoy a degree of ease
and comfort seldom met with in a dawnin
colony. The statistical exhibit of the settle-
ments, population, &c. of this Township, will
be found in statements Nos. 4 and 5, and in
respect of the Lots under lease in No. 6.

wn ore. -~ Previous to closing the account of Hull, it
is proper to remark, that in the seventh Range
there is a Mine of a superior description of
Iron Ore, said to produce about 80 per cent.
The Township also abounds with lime stone,

My observations and remarks on the setlte-
ments, &c. of the Township of Hull, being
finally completed, and having in contempla-

" tion the wisit and inspection of the several

and respective Townships lying between that

pewent ot Just disposed of and Grenville, I conceived it

:brk pecessary to facilitate the performance of

that part of my duty to hire a bark canoe, in

which I descended the River, slopping at con-

venience to enquire and examine into the

state of thesettlements along these Townships,

and with this view left Hull on the 3rd Sep-
tember. -

Tempiews:  The Township of Templeton adjoins Hull
to the West, and Buckingham to the East ;

Bowaaris. it 15 bounded in front by the Ottawa, in rear

by the Township of Portland and waste lands

of the Crown, and is of the usual dimensions
of River Townships, Eight Ranges thereof .

- e A
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were surveyed in 1805, and ‘the generality
of the lands thus laid out have been found
of an excellent quality, abounding with mea-
dows, and rising, from the fore part, into
fertile swells of fine land, some sections of
which, nevertheless, are stony. So far,
however, as the surveys have extended, it
must be acknowledged that, in point of soil
* and timber, Templeton has the advantage of
Hull. Norway, white, and yellow pine, are
more abundant there than in any other
Township on that River; the rear Ranges
being chiefly timbered with elm, birch, beech,
maple, and baswood; and the front with
spruce, cedar, baswood and balsam. It is
exceedingly well watered by the Great and
Little Riviéres Blanche, the entrance of the
River Gatineau, and a number of other in-
ferior Streams—besides several Ponds along
its front, which overflow in the spring and fall
of the year. The Grande Riviere Blanche
takes its source far in the interior, and tra-
versing the Eastern quarter of Portland, it
runs through part of Buckingham, and en-
tering into Templeton between the seventh
and elghth Ranges, it winds most singularly
upon that line as far as lot No. 11. From

Snrvev in

Soil,
Timber, &c

Rivers and
Ponds.

Grande
Riviére
Blanche:

thence it alters its course Southward, to the

division line between the first and seeond
Ranges, and winding Eastward through the
second Range, it discharge itself at lot No. 3

into an arm of the Ottawa, which connects
that River with one of the Ponds already al-
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e wier luded to. The Little River Blanche enters
: into this Township at the fourth Range,
~winds transversely through the two front
Ranges, and then forsakes this Township
altogether for Buckingham. The Gatineau
has but little to do with Templeton, as it
merely cuts off a small angle of the Town-
ship. At its confluence with the Ottawa at
lot No. 27, Long Point Range, it is nearly
20 chains wide, and traversing lot No. 28,
N. W. from thence it enters Hull. A long
narrow Pond extends across Nos. 26, 25,
24 and 23 of Long Point Range, almost pa-
rallel to the shore ; and another of the same
description stretches obliquely across several
lots West of the River Blanche in the first
Range. _

e The South-Westerly quarter of Temple-
: ‘Tearlen- ton was laid out pursuant to a Warrant of
L Survey issued in the name.of Philimon
P - Wright, and associates, the former of whom
does not appear to have had any further grant
in this Township in his own name, Mr.
Wright having defrayed all the expenses at-
tendant on this grant, the lands of the associ-

veyed to him, as had been done on similar occa-

possessed by that gentleman in Templeton.
The settlements of this Township, are chiefly
in thé quarter mentioned, and may like those
- of Kardley, be said to have grown out of
P those of Hull.

ates were, I presumé, for the most part recon- g

sions, which accounts for the large tractnow~ |
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The South-East quarter, or rather 13,650 s. =

quarter

acres, were granted to Alexander McMillan gretedco

. McMillan
and others, in March 1807, the greater num- 23

ber of whom have reconveyed therein lands
to him, a practice which, I believe, obtained
also in Lochaber and Grenville, of which .
more particular mention will be made here-
after, intending only at this moment, to ex-
plain how Mr. McMillan has become the
proprietor of such large tracts of land, em-
bracing so extensive a front upon such an im-

portant communication as that of the Ottawa.

The Road opened by the Commissioners, e pusie

- passes over the front of this Township, but

owing to the want of settlers to keep in a state . —
of repair, it is neglected, and has becoM
most impracticable—Dbesides, it appears that

certain lumber W scruple ' -
of cutting down-timber, wherever they may

think fit, without consulting the proprietors -
of /t’he soil, have some time within the two

Poolast years, carried off and destroyed the Fjse e

the River

Bridge which had been built over the River 2azre
Blanche, for the purpose of taking their rafts ™"
down that River into the Ottawa. Suspi-

cions have fallen upon some individuals as the
authors of this flagrant depredation ; but 4as

no positive proof could be adduced upon the
subject, no measures have been adopted for
reparation, and the Province thereby sus- -
tains a loss of £150 to £200, which had been

very judiciously expended in the ameliora-

tion of that route. '

G
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reevesor  'T'he expediency of reserving such lots in

Villages re-

~ «mmased. ach Township as appear most eligible for

Villages and Glebes, is, in my opinion, a
paramount object ; and immediately after
the subdivision of-a Township, a block of
500 acres should be reserved for that pur-
pose. As far as respects the Township un-
der consideration, the whole front thereof
has been granted, and several of the Crown
and Clergy Reservations described for leases
in favor of Mr. McMillan, in 1808 and 1809 ;

_Dbut the leases were not, I imagine, taken out.

“The most suitable site for a Village in the
present instance would doubtless be on the
River; here, however, a compact square of
500 acres is no more at the disposal of Go-
“vernment, and the only alternative now re-
maining would be, to appropriate lots Nos.
6 and 21, in the first Range, for that object,
in the front of the Township ; whilst another
propitious and centrical position might be
choser. therein for a second Village and
Glebe. Nothing demonstrates more the ne-
cessity of Reserves of that description than
the embarrassiment existing on the present
occasion. ‘

asecte Upon reviewing the immense grants of

~grauts,

lands that were made to individuals in this
Province many years back, we cannot but
regret seeing them to this day, for by far the
most part, wholly uncultivated, contrary to
the intentions of His Majesty’s Government
and the verv conditiens of the Letters Patent
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- hemselves. These old granteces, however,
are likely to be called to a sense of their en-
gagements and cbligations towards the Go-
vernment of this Colony, by the lively inter-
est it has taken, and the measures it has re-
sorted to, with a view to the attainmenti of so
desirable an object. In considering this sub-
ject, it struck me that an abuse had crept
into the system of granting lands to leaders
and assoclates, productive of great disadvan-
tages to the country, and defeating the pa-
ternal views of Government in alienating so
large a portion of the Crown lands. The
abuse I would allude to is, tl:e custom which
has long prevailed for leaders, to whom the
lands of the associates have been mostly re-
conveyed, of offering, as a full and adequate
accomplishment of the conditions of their
grants, an improved and cultivated block of

“land, proportionate in quantity to the aggre-

gate of the lands granted to themselves and
each of the associates respectively. Now it
appears to me, in my humble opinion, that
the miotives of the grant were and are, on

the contrary, that each individual grantee

should settle, cultivate and improve the tract
patented to him, whether it be 200 or 1200
acres. If the leader think proper to pur-
chase the shares of his associates, he should
equally be held iiable to do that which was
imposed upon himself and his associates as
conditions of the grant ; without such a re-

An ahnee
crept into
the system
of grantsto
leaders and
associatese

sponsibility the Government is deceived, and rue cotosy

the country suffers materially in its settle-

suffers
thereby.

ke
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esempirea ments.  This is exemplified by the actual
state of Templeton, where there are only 7 .

by
Templeton.

Im-
pediments
partiallv
removed.
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houses, 4 barns, and 186 acres cleared, of

which 156 are in culture, as the result of

grants made to 67 individuals, as far back
as 1807. I beg leave.to refer to the State-
ment No. 7, for the details. ‘

The impediments which the non-settle-
ments of those large patented tracts offer to
the opening and keeping up of public roads
traversing the same, have been partially ob-
viated by the adoption of a new system of
laying out the Crown and Clergy Reserva-
tions in blocks, leaving, thereby, the check-
ered Reserves grantable within the grants in
each Township, and open to actual settlers,
except the appropriated Clergy Reserves

" that remain in their former situation.

Portland.

Prior to entering into the description of
Buckingham, it may be proper to notice the
Township of Portland, which rests upon

parts of the rear of the Townships of Tem-

pleton and Buckingham respectively. 'The
Easterly gnarter thereof was surveyed and
subdivided in 1805. It is watered by the
River Blanche, and reported to be mountain-
ous and rocky ; but I have reason to doubt the
correctness of this account, from the many

~erroneous descriptions given of lands, which

have since proved to be highly valuable, and
fit for culture. A further and more accurate
inspection of the lands in that Township

T o e Y A A
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may, and I have reason to think would pro-
duce a more favorable report.

The Township of Buckingham adjoins suctins-
Templeton to the West, and Lochaber to Boundarier,
the East, having its front on the Ottawa and
Portland, and the waste lands of the Crown
in the rear. Itis divided into twelve Ranges,
and each of these, into 28 lots of 25 chains 71

. links in breadth, by 81 chains, 66 links in

depth, making a superficie of 200 acres, ex-
clusive of the usual allowance of five per cent
for hichways. 'Fhe four first Ranges, and
one half of the fifth, were surveyed and mark-
ed in the field in 1802; with the exception of

" the late Capt. Robertson’s 2000 acres which

were laid out on either side of the River au
Lievre, two years antecedent to that period.
The general description given of the lands in Quatityor
the T'ownships already spoken of, may, in
many respects, apply to this, if we except the
features of the country from the fourth Range
Neorthward, which become more bold and
con5picuous, rising to greater elevation, and
in various p]aces steep and abrupt. The
account of this part of the Township being
collected merely from an_exploring survey
made along the River au Liévre, it is not at
all improbable, that upon an accurate survey
and subdivision of the rear two-thirds of the
Township, many highly cultivabletracts may
hereafter be found.. From the fourth Range
Southward, to the borders ofthe Ottawa, the
surface is low and generally level, occasion-
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ally rising and fallmo' in genlle slopes of fer-

tile land, covered wilh lar ge and well grown " §

Timber. The major part of the first Range

is overflowed in the Spring and Fall of the

year, by the rise of the Ottawa, thereby copi-

ously irrigating the soil, and leaving, when

the waters recede, most wholesome and rich

Rivers, ac. pasturage. The surveyed part of this Town-

ship is most abundantly moistened by the

River au Lievre, (also called the Lelievre)

and numerous inferior rivers, streams, and

RaE rivulets, which meander through the Town-

R ship in various directions, and discharge §

. their waters into the Ottawa and River au §

Tee River Tiévre, the latter whereof is conspicuous for

its size as a branch of the former, as well as

from the peculiar singularity of its bends, and

the variety of its widths. This River not

having been explored beyond the limits of
Buckmrrham, little is known of its source ;

but from the magnitude of the stream we

may fairly compute its rise to be far North.

It traverses the Township in the general

s course of North and South, winding various-

' ly and forming at intervals several Bays and

spacious Basons, until it reaches the middle

of the: first Range, where it severs into two

principal channels, that of the South-East

flowing towards the Ottawa, whilst the other

running South-Westerly, disemboguesinto an

: extensive Pond, lying parallel to the Grand

River, and exteudmg from lot No. 15 t0 22, {

e , inclusive. This Pond communicates with pf

~ the Ottawa through the entrance of the Le |}
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Lievre, whose width at its juncture with the
former is about 5 chains. About two miles
up the River, and upon the division line be-
tween the first and second Ranges, is a Ba-
son nearly circular, perfectly accessible by
the Steam-Boat which plies between Gren-
ville and Hull. North of this Bason a most
propitious site for a village presents itself;
but here again, asin a case anteriorly ad-
verted 1o, the lands have been granted to the
late Captain Robertson, who, by the bye,
has to this day left his lands in an absolute
state of pmature. 'The next most eligible
position for a village, is the Crown Re-
serve No. 10, in the second Range, situ-
ate in the proximity of the Bason,™ half
whereof has recently been located to an indi-
claim to that part, if proposals werg made
and compensation tendered to him.
case the nearest Crown Reserve to No. 10
would be appropriated for the Church, and
other objects specified in the Agent’s instruc-
tions. Above the Bason, the navigation of
the River is obstructed by Rapids and small
Waterfalls, a distance of one mile and up-
wards, when it again becomes navigable for
about two miles niore ; beyond that point no
correct account is given of the River. Its
banks are elevated, and upon them are to be
found many very excellent mill sites ; indeed
Mr. Bigelow, who is the actual proprietor of
a lara-e portion of the granted lands in this
T ownshlp, has recently commenced the erec-

.%6-
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miles up the
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tion of a Saw Mill, and cleared several acres
adjacent thereto, For particulars as to the
extent of his improvements, and his views on
that subject, I beg leave to refer to the
document E. Such a step taken at the

- period of the original grant, in 1802, would

certainly have held out a strong inducement
to the settler, and instead of witnessing, along
the borders of the Ottawa in that part, and
here and there in the interior, a few misera-
ble hovels, the traveller of 1824 might have
beheld here the progress of industry, and,
perhaps, a renewal of the prosperous and
gratifying scene of the settlements of Hull.
'I'he road opened by the Commissioners,
which passes through the front of this Town-

~ ¢hip, is just as little attended to as in Tem-

Lochaber,
formerly
Saffoik.

Boundaries,

pleton.

Of the part of this Township that has been
surveyed, 16,940 acres were granted under
Letters Patent, in 1799 and 1803, to Captain
Robertson, Eli Hawley, Wades; Dunning,
and others, Touching the statistics of this
‘Township, reference may be had to State-
ment No. 8.

The next Township presenting itself in
succession is Suffolk, recognized in the War-
rant of Survey as Lochaber and its Aug-
mentation, adjoining Buckingham on the
West, and the Seigniory of La Petite Nation
on the East, bounded in front, to the South,

by the Ottawa, and in the rear by waste

%>
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lands of the Crown: The highlands, de-

~ scribed in the former pages as stretching

across the other Townships, traverse the fifth
Range of Lochaber, leaving at their base an
extensive plane, terminating at the River;
equal, if not superior, in point of fertility of
soil, to Hull, Templeton, or Buckingham;
and timbered with beech; maple, elm, oak,
and pine of the first description. Beyond
the fourth Range the face of the country is
greatly changed, and becomes what might
be called a hill and dale country, offeuno'

Soll of the
Front.

Timber.

The land in
the Rear.

nevertheless, large intervales of rich natural -

‘meadows, By far the greater proportion of

this "I'ownship is susceptible of agricultural
improvement, and, convinced of this, nume-
rous applicants have solicited grants therein,
as may be seen by reference to the docu-
ments under the letter F. Lochaber is co-
piously watered by the River Blanche, which
spreads into three principal branches, rather
upwards of a mile from its junction with the

Rivers, &c.

Ottawa, about the centre of the front of the

Township. A River of the same name hav-
ing already been spoken of, it is necessary

to remaik that the River Blanche here al--

luded to, is distinct from the Great and Small
Rivers Blanche mentioned in the topogra-
phical account of Templeton. I would hum-
bly suggest the necessity of a correction of
this anomaly, however unimportant it may

" appear, as it might hereafter lead into error.

Besides several other Streams and Rivulets
which irrigate this Township, there are on
. q

Another
. River
Blanche,

Streams,
Poads, &c.
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its front three or four extensive Ponds, each
separated from the River by a narrow isth-
mus, and some of them communicating with
it through small inlets. 'The most consider-
able of these Ponds, lying in the Western
angle of the Township, extends some dis-
tance into Buckingham, whilst that on the
Kast, traversing the front of the Augmenta-
tion, enters La Petite Nation, and connects
with the Ottawa. 'The whole forepart of this
Township is overflowed by the vernal and
autumnal rise of the waters of the Grand
River, in the same manner as it has been
observed to do in Buckingham. In noticing
the Pond in the Eastern angle of Lochaber,
which might perhaps more judiciously be
termed an arm of the Ottawa, I'should have
mentioned the Presqu’lsle existing between
the River and the Pond in question, across
which the Western boundary line of the
Seigniory should be prolonged. An order
to that effect was given by His Excellency
the Governor in Chief, dated 31st December,
1823, whereby the survey of the Gore or
Augmentation of Lochaber was directed to
be performed at the costs and expense of
Mr. Samuel Dawson, to whom a grant of
land therein was contemplated. Instructions
from this Oflice -were thereupon given to
Mr. Joseph Fortune, D. P. S.'in January,
1824, and a letter of notification addressed
to the Honorable J. L. Papineau, Fsquire,

Seignior of La Petite Nation, expressing the

Governor in Chief’s commands, that he have
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the boundaries of his Seigniory determined

by actual admeasurement in the field, in
conformity to his Titles. The survey, how-

ever, was not carried into effect, notwith-
standing Mr. Papineau’s readiness to acqui-

esce therein, and no further steps having

since been taken relative to that measure, it

is for the present dropped. It may be pro- Setiement
per to remark, that, upon that section of the £
peninsula last mentioned, which lies across
the front of the Gore or Augmentation of
Lochaber, some improvements have been

made by one Dunsmore, who has, jointly

with a Mr.” Moore, applied for a grant of

liie ground in question. '

'T'his Township was surveyed and partly JTomuip
subdivided in 1805, and the greater part %
thereof granted to different individuals, viz :

L 13,261 acres were patented to Mr. Archibald G

McMillan, and others, in March 1807, since ™ii* |
which period he has, I presume, become the ™™ '
proprietor of most of these lands, by con- .
- veyances from the parties concerned. In |
August 1823, Philimon Wright, Esquire,
obtained a further grant of 1,945 acres,
making, together with Mr. McMillan’s grant,
a total quantum of 15,206 acres, of which /
13,261 acres have been under patent nearly ./
eighteen years. Notwithstanding the anti- Setements
quity of the grant, the Township may be |
said wholly to remain in its original state of
nature, not populated, unimproved and un- -
cultivaled, with very few exceptions indeed !
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Upon this and the preceding subject, I beg
leave to refer to statement No. 9. The pub-
lic road passes through the front of Loch-
aber, unrepaired and almest impassable,
there being no inhabitants upon its borders
to keep it in proper condition. Its locality
is such as to admit of its hereafter becoming
a fine road, opened as it is upon high ground -
to the North of several Ponds, which lie
along the Southern boundary of the Town-
ship. The same difficulty presents itself
here, as in Templeton, respecting the setting
off a block of 500 acres for a village, on the
borders of the Ottawa. I am therefore in-
duced to suggest, as the only remaining pro-
pitious site for thal object at-the disposal of
Government in Lochaber, the Crown Re-
serve No. 15, in the first Range, being an
irregular lot containing 187 acres, eligibly si-
tuated at the entrance of the River Blanche ;
and for the Glebe, &c. Iot No. 16, or, if this
should be under lease, lot No. 18, in the se-
cond Range. A second village might also
very judiciously be laid out, in the seventh
Range, where the lots Nos. 13, 14, and the
East half of No. 15, which are traversed by
an arm of the Rivér Blanche, might be ap-
propriated as a centrical position for a simi-

ar object.

Grenville
and ange
mentation

Upon leaving the Augmentation-of Lochi-
- aber Kastward, [ passed into the Seigniory of
La Petite Nation, and travelling through a
tolerable good road, and for the most part
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amidst settlements, I entered the Augmenta-
‘tion of Grenville, and there took down the
notes and remarks to be subsequently men-
tioned. The Township of Grenville which Boundaries.
next presented itself is, together with its Aug-
mentation, bounded in front by the Ottawa
River, to the East by Chatham, in rear to the
Norih by waste lands of the Crown, and to
the West by La Petite Nation. It possesses
- many advantages from its local position,
E situate as it is between the flourishing settle-
. ments of Hull and Argenteuil, having a spa-
' cious and convenient Bason at the head of
“the Long Sault, and also the incalculable
advantages of the Military Canal, mentioned
and described in the beginning of this Report.

The front of this Township as well as se- vy,
veral others on the Ottawa, was surveyed and or-ie
subdivided into lots as far back as 1788, at "r"
- which period the locality of Grenville ap-
pears to have been viewed with the same
favor and consideration asitis thisday, if we
judge of the project then contemplated of
encouraging a Village at the Bason ; and for
that object a tract of one mile square was set.
aside, besides 400 acres appropriated for the
Church and other public institutions. In
1807 the South-Easterly section of the Town- sorerset
ship was laid out and subdivided ; and in s
1821 and 1822, the survey was extended to
the seventh Range inclusively. The lands guivet
thus surveyed have not been found of a very
favorable description, but on the contrary
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have the aspect of a bald, abrupt and moun-
tainous country—in many parts divested of

any soil, yet offering at the foot of frequent
mountains rich and fertile and in some parts
extensive intervales, composed of a silaceous

earth highly cultivable. The hills and cliffs

are chiefly of a’condensed granite of various

Momuin. colours. 'The most consplcuous ridge of
~highlands presenting itself to view rises not

far from the River at the S. W. angle of the
Township, and extending North-Eastward,
‘traverses it obliquely as far as the sixth

neow  Range, where it enters Chatham, 'The mea-
%" dow which lies at the base of these hills in
the front, is overflowed in the Spring of the

year by ‘the Ottawa, from lot No. 8 to the
Western outline of the Township. This

Taweir part, together with the remainder compre-

tract of fine

levelimnd. hended: between those highlands and the-

River, form a triangular space of fine level

and well irrigated soil, which was at the time
of making the old grants considered by the
grantees, as the only cultivable section of the

Neone 'Township of Grenville. Proceedng North-

Sepe. ward from the Grenville heighis, to the
seventh Range, the face of the country pre-
senls but a succession of ascents and dzscents,
‘abrupt hills and stupendous mou atains, inter-
spersed, nevertheless, asformerl: stated, with
rich vales, whose fertility is alinost an ade-
quate compensation for the many sterile and
unarable parts of the Township. On the

ontmevae Danks of the Calumet, lime stone of a supe-
chumer. TiOr species is lo be found in abundance ;
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also another description of various colours,
green and red, &c. which has been success-
fully used and manufactured for mantle-
pieces. - -

Grenville is most amply watered by many
Rivers, Lakes, Rivulets, and Ponds, which
traverse it in every direction. The chief
Rivers are the Kingham, the Calumet, and
the River Rouge :—The first has two sources
in two small Lakes in the sixth Range, and
winds in a South-Westerly course to its junc-

Rivers,
Lakes, &ce

The
Kingham.

tion with the Ottawa at the Bason, about 8 -

chains ‘above the Western extremity of the
Canal. This River is not of great magni-

‘tude, but it is extremely rapid ‘down to the

second Range. Mr. Kaine’s Saw-Mill on lot
No. 7, in tae third Range (ihe only one in
Grenville) is situated upon this River; an
establishment which I beheld with great
pleasure as the commencement of a produc-
tive and flourishing estate. 'The sources of
the Calumet are yet unexplored, but descend-
ing in two streams from the unsurveyed half
of Grenville, the one called the Calumet, the
other its East Branch, they form a junction
about the centre of the fourth Range, from
whence their united waters are discharged
into the Grand River at lot No. 16, in the
second Range. Its general course is North
and South, the Eastern arm running nearly
parallel to the Kingham. The River Rouge
has its mouth about a mile and a half above

that of the Calumet, and ascends Northerly

M:. Kaine’s
Saw.Mills

The
Calumet.

The River
Rouge.
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from thence to the rear of the Township. Tts
bed lies amidst abrupt mountains and rocky
cliffs, and its waters in consequence rush
down with tumultuous rapidity, until they

~mingle with the Ottawa at lot No. 22 in the

front. To the West of the River Rouge,
and in the third and fourth Ranges, are five
small Lakes, into ‘which flow many Rivulets
and inferior Streams, that have their rise in

- the upper part of the Township, whilst the

collected waters of theLakes, i issuing bv seve-
ral small channels South thereof, meet in their
courses, and are collectively dlsr*harged into
the Grand River between the front lots Nos.
24 and 25.

The South and only surveyed half of this
Township is traversed by several roads, the
principal whereof being that opened at the
expense of the Province, which runs almost
parallel to the North bank of the Ottawa,

entering Grenville at lot No. 1, above the -

Canal, and passing through the Military De-

pot at the Bason, it crosses the River King- .
ham, over which there is a good bridge, and" *
thence continues Westerly to the Lastem.

boundary of La Petite Nation. This road
has appeared to me in many parts to have
been marked out with little judgment, as a
compar atively trifling deviation from the ex-
isting line mln'ht, in more than one place,
have 1endered the road much better, and
avoid the necessity of so many bridges and
causeways. Along the Kingham there is a

\-.
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tolerable good road, leading to Mr. Kaine’
residence and Saw Mill, of which mention has
already been made ; but in noticing this Saw
Mill as the only one ia the Township, I
should remark that from the rapidity of the
Rivers generally in the T'ownship under con-
sideration, they present numerous Mill sites
which must ultimately prove highly advan-
tageous to its settlement. In travelling West-
ward towards the River Calumet, over which
there is a bridge, the road is tolerably good,
- and has on its borders many new settlements,
"with some well cultivated and prospering
fields ; but their habitations and barns are b
no means calculated to impress the traveller
with an idea of ease and comfort. A few such
settlements are scattered along the remainder
of the road to the division line, between the
Seigniory and the Augmentaiion of Gren-
vile. Proceeding into the interior of the
Township by the Toad West of the Calumet
Bridge, 1 ascended the lofty ridge of high-
lands previously described, and found in m
progress excellent patches of good land cloth-
ed with hard timber, by far outbalanced how-

ever by the stony and uncultivable parts of

the ’lownshlp This road continues, al-
though in a very -indifferent state indeed,
along the East branch of the Calumet, and
' _passing occasionally by the door of aaohtary
- settler, it terminates in the seventh Range.
It, should be observed in Justice to the lnhdbl-
tants of those parts, that they have surmourt-
ed with the most industrious and praise-
1 5

Settlements
along the
Road.

The
Interioes
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worthy perseverance, the various obstacles
presenting themselves in regions so hilly and
forbidding, and have succeeded in the attain-
ment of a degree of rustic enjoyment, beyond
‘what might 1easonably be anticipated to ex-
ist in the fourth, fiith and sixth Ranges of
Grenville, at so earlv a period of its settle-

ment. Several other- bye roads communi-

cate with the interior settlements of this
Township, which are more or less of the
same promise asthose above alluded to. The
most advanced and flourishing settlements
are to be met with in the Kastern section of

the Township, most of which is granted

* under Letters Patent.

The Village.

For the purposes of a Village the lot No.
7, in the second Range, has been appropri-
ated; and in 1821 the South half thereof was
surveyed and laid outinto Streets, and in two
acre lots of four chains breadth, by five in
depth. No more than six or eight dwelling
——houses-are-as-yet_to be seen in the Village,
and these are built without the least regard
to relative order, giving il an appearance of
irregularity little creditabie to the taste of the
villagers. It is not too late however to or-
ganize and regulate the mode of building in
the Village, as a specific condition to “that
effect may be hereafter subjoined to the
Location Tickets, and inasmuch as the Vil-
lage standing as it does now, is confined
within very narrow limits, the North half of
the same lot, which is diagonally traversed
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by the Kingham, and superior in soil to the

other half, mlght be la‘rd out and subdivided ~ [

into lots of similaradithensions with those of
the actual Vlllagg and afford thereby an op-
portunity of rectifying the evil complained of

3 (See plan G.)

Having in a precedmtr part of thxs Report,
given a general outline and account of the
Military Canal and station;at Grenville, it
will be unnecessary to repeat\them here ;

however, Iwould beg leave, in furtherance of o

my description of that; particular place and as
an amplification thereof, to extract from the

" Surveyor’s Reportto Captain Duvernet, under

whose direction the Canal was opened, such
parts as convey the quality and value of the
lands in that section of the Township.

EXTRACT.

¢« In conformity to your instructions

~ ¢ requiring my surveying and valuing’ cer-

S
“ tain pleces of land through which the

« Canal is lo pass, I proceeded to ascertain
¢ by actual measurement the quantity, qua-
« lity and value of land el employed by the line
« of Canal through No. 9, in the second
« Range of the TOWDbhlp of Grenville, and
“ found 7 acres and 6 chains, allowing 150
 feet the medium width, of which 4 acres
“ and1 chain formed a part of a swamp, and
“ under water every Spring of the year,
« caused by the rise of the Grand River, and
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no’visible way of draining, its value two
Pounds five Shillings per acre—the remain-
ing 3 acres and 5 chains is very stony, but
being at the head of the Long Sault and
the generaf stoping place, ehglble for
buildings its value equal, ten Pounds per
acre. o ~ '

s The quantity of land actually occupied
by the Canal and earth excavated and
thrown out on lot No 7; is 6 acres and 3
chains, two acres of which formed a part
of a meadow of excellent soil, value ten

Pounds per acre—the remaining 4 acres
. and 3 chains, is stony and rocky, cleared

and under cultivation, value four Pounds
fifteen Shillings per acre.

~*¢ The continuation of same line passes
through the adjoining lot No. 6, and em-

ploys 6 acres and 8 chains, same rocky
stony soil, cleared and partly under grass,

-value four Pounds per acre.

“ The continued line marked out as in-
tended for Canal from the E side line

of Grenville, through a part of Chatham

to the Bay into which the line ends, con-
tains 49 acres 5 chains and 14 rods—of
which 4 acres and six chains is under cul-
tivaticn:, aud value seven Pourds ten Shll-
lings per acte—8 acres of loamy soil in a
state of forest, value two Pounds five Shi}-
lings per acre, and 36 acres 9 chains and
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“ 14 rods, very stony, rocky and swampy,
¢ value one Pound per acre.

-« In reference to the Rivulet which crosses
< the line of Canal in the Township of Chat-
“ ham, I must beg leave not giving any de-
“ cided value, from the circumstance of my
- not being acquainted with its peculiar ad-
“ vantages, arising frof the quantity of wa-
« ter at different times gf:the year—but must
« add, that with the information I can collect,
‘ and from actual view of the Rivulet below
- ¢ the place where the line of Canal crosses
“ it, I could not find any place where a- Mill
« could be ereeted or machinery carried on
“ by its use to any advantage.

« It may be necessary to add that the pre- -
¢ sent valuation is drawn from the situation
4 of the land, before the commencement of"
s the present line of Canal.” .

Previous to closing this subject, I beg ranmozers
leave to state that the principal landholdersin =~ -
the Township of Grenville, are Archibald
Mc Millan, Esqr. Col. Taylor, Major Ritter,
and Captain John Mc Gillivray,. together
with several others who hold grants to an in-
ferior extent. The former gentleman (Mr.

Mc Millan) obtained in 1808 for himself and

others a tract of 1230 acres under Letters
Patent, and subsequently a grant of lot No.

8, in the second Range, which it is to be re- BRI o
gretied was not reserved for the use and “
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disposal of the Crown, from its locality and

situation, adjacent to the present Village.

‘'With respect to the general statistical exhi-

bit of the settlements of Grenville, and to the
Military Locations &c. made therein, refe-
rence is solicited to Statement No. 10, and
Document H.

The Township of Chatham next oﬁ'ers 1t-
self, adjoining Grenville on the West, and

the Seigniory of Argenteuil on_the East
bounded in front by the Ottawa River, and
in the rear by Wentworth. Its dimensions
division and subdivision are, with few excep-
tions, the same as other River Townships,
some ofits original grants having been made
in compact tracts or blocks, which were sub-

sequently laid out so as to meet the exigency

of the actual settlements made in that Town-
ship previous to the survey thereof in 1803.

The local position of Chatham 1s highly fa-

vorable, and in pomt of soil and timber lfl
has a decided superiority over Grenville,.-

whose sctilements and agricultural advance-
ment can bear no comparison with those of
the former. ‘With regard to the aspect and
outline of this Township, and to the quality
of its soil, the lands therein may be divided
into two classes ;—the first embracing the
lands comprised between the Ottawa and the
seventh Range, which are generally level,
rising in some parts into gentle acclivities
commonly called maple ridges, and in other
places falling by easy slopes that terminate

- A e
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in extensive natural meads, affording rich
and excellent pasturage. Intermixed with
these, many small cedar swamps are to be
found, which are not, however, of any material
disadvantage to the T'ownship ; indeed a tract
- of superior land is not commonly to be met
‘wilh, so perfectly calculated to produce hemp
and flax, and every other variety of gréfin
raisedand cultivated in Lower Canada. 'The
lands composing the second -class in Chat-
ham, are comprehended between the seventh
Range and its rear outline, and become ‘high-
" er, uneven and broken, traversed in various
parts by mountains and high rising grounds.

which are generally mtermlxed with inter-
_vales of a rich soil. The hills are in some

places barren, and particularly so on the bor-
ders of Grenville. Of this section of the
Township three-fourths may be said to be fit
for cultivation, and the whole of the lands to
‘that extent were located to Scotch Emi-
grants in 1814, who have since that period,
improved and cultlvated a large portion there-
of. The timber growing in 1 this Township
is of a superior description, and although
considerable quantities have been felled and
disposed of, much valuable Pine and Qak;
with some Elm, are still to be found therem,
as also Beech, Birch, Majple, &c.

A section of the North River (Riviere du
Nord) with several of its branches, abundant-
ly moisten the rear half and Eastern part
of Chatham, the residue thereof being gently

Timber.
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irrigated by numerous Rivulets and small
Streams. "The main. branch. of the North
River assumes the name of the West-Branch,
and divides into three principal Streams be-
tween the sixth and tenth lots of the seventh |
Range, thence they ascend through the rear
of the Township to their several sources.
The River Kingham enters Chatham at the
Western extremity of the eleventh Range,
and winding in a regular curve to theseventh
Ran«re, it falls into Grenville.

e

Lands

R There are 34,669 acres of land granted in
e this Township, under Letters Patent to vari-
ous individuals, the following of whom have

~ cbtained lands in separate compact tracts in

the first four Ranges, uninterupted by Re-

serves, viz. 'The late Colonel Robertson,

the heirs of Mr. McDougal, Doctor Simon

Fraser, Lauchlan M cLean, John Robertson,

Daniel Sutherland, Esqr. and others of that

family, which grants were made in 1806 and

1812. 'The lands in the fifth, sixth; seventh,

and the greater part of the exghth Range, are

also under Patent, mostly to the same indi-

viduals, to William Fortune, and the late P.
L. Panet, whose Patent for 2,200 acres bears”

date as far back as 1799. About two-thirds
therefore of thelands in this Township may

be said to have been granted since twel\e,

| eighteen and twenty-six years, at which _
P riod the first Setlements in Chatham com-
’ menced.,

"‘a'vig. .
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The first Range of this Township exhibits
most prosperous and ﬂounshm«r settlements,
good houses, and well culti vated farms, espe-
cially along the public road. In the se-
cond Ranrge, neat farm-houses and extensive

'1mprovements arelikewise to be seen, but here

they are more scattered over the country.

Beyond the fourth Range the vast tracts

of granted lands, up to the eighth Range
( within which are situated several blocks of
Crown and Clergy Reserves,) remain almost
a total wilderness, thereby checlunfr the ad-
vancement and: prosperity of the new Emi-
grant Settlement in the rear third of Chat-

ham, whose inhabitants are industriously and

Se(thmentt

laudably contending against the inconve- -

nience and disadvantage of the want of roads
of communication with the Ottawa, which
they will have to put up with until the natu-

ral barrier existing between then and that

River shall have been removed, by the cen-

tral third of the Township being actually
‘settled. 'This new Settlement has, however,
- “the advantage of an easy outlet through the

Seigniory of Argenteuil.

Previous to entering upon the visit and in-

épecllon of the 1nterestmg Scotch Emigrant

Settlement alluded to, I convened the settlers
at’ the residence of Captain Barron, in the

~ vicinity of the Mills at La Chite, and beheld

with great pleasure a class of inhabitants

which collectively bespoke the respectability

of the Settlement, whilst their individual
K
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character, industry,and perseverance, evinced
the resources of this rising and promising
little Colony. From Captain Barron’s, I pro-
ceeded by a very indifferent road, that winds
through the seventh, eighth, and ninth .

- Rages, and extends along the division line,

betwixt the ninthjand tenth Ranges, nearly to
the Western outline. Upon this road little

better than hovels are to be seen as the dwel-
lings of the inhabitants, whose barns and
sheds are worthy appendages to their humble
farm-houses. -As the roads gradually im-
prove, there isno doubt, proportionate vigour
will be given o these settlers, and a conse-

quent change be effected in their mode of

living. Having no other alternative, I re-

traced my steps and came to Mr. McCarthy’s
house, from whence I proceeded further in
the interior, by means of a road opened along
the banks of one of the branches of the

North River, so high up as the twelfth -}

Range, from this point I must necessarily
have returned by a very long and circuitous .
route to reach the road and settlement in the -

N. E. angle of the Township, but for the
- syccessful undertaking of the settlers in that

part, who generously volunteered to lay open
three miles of road, in order to facilitaie my
intercourse with the Settlement I was about

“visiting,- and this they effected in a few

hours, a circumstance that must bear une-
quivocal testimony of their alacrity and rea-
diness to forward the views of Government.
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1 After passing the night at-Archibald Mec- setemns

on the Gore

Arthurs, under whose humble. roof I expe- g iwiin

the rear of

rienced no common degree of hospitality and Arete-

) - comfort, I advanced i?]to Wentworth, and

1 thence passing into.the Emigrant Settlements- -
2 ~ on the gore of land in the rear of Argens

b} teuil, chiefly established on the borders of a™

e fine Lake, of about one mile in length by a

- quarter of a mile in width, which I traversed,

d longitudinally, in & cance. 'The land com-

e posing this vacant tract or gore is in general

- fit for culture, having still its due proportion

1y of good and bad soil. . The huts along the

E Lake seem to be rather the temporary resi-

f §  dence of lumber dealers than the permanent

- dwellings of farmers, giving the whole more

’s ‘the appearance of a collection of chantiers, or

in - timber-yards, than a Colony of Agriculturists.
g Indeed the tenure of their lands is so pre-

1e carious, (none of these individuals being

th settled upon authority,) that they were per-

ly '} hapsloath to expose their property to forfei-

us ture hereafter. A survey of that tract of the -
ATI waste lands seems to me indispensably neces-
he ~ sary, and the peculiar situation of these peo- ,
at ple, or at least of the majority of them, claim ¥
an in some measure the indulgence and counte-
ny nance of His Majesty’s Colonial Government.

ut With respect to the number of inhabitanis
W and the state of the improvements on this
1e- portion of the unsurveyed lands of the Crown,
2a- I beg leave to refer to Statement No. 12.
nt. From this place T retraced my steps into

Chatham, the settlements whereof have al- -
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A ready been summarily described. Previous,
" however, to taking leave of that subject alto-
4 gether, it may not -be improper to observe

that the inhabitants of the old Patented lands

are a mixture of English, Scotch, Irish,

#. Americans, and a few Canadians. But the

s lands held under Military Locations are
chiefly settled by Emigrants from Scotland,

and composc the new Settlement mentioned

‘in the foregoing pages, and as no distinction

was made, in the general Statistical State-

ment, between the old and new settlers, I beg

permission in this place to state the same. It

uanen Will appear by the"Document subjoined to
awinzusa. Statement No. 11, of Chatham, that 104
Scotch Emigrants were respectively located

to lots of 200 acres, which covered the resi-

due of ungranted lands in that Township in

1819 ;—but of that number 48 have forfeited

~ their lots from various causes, viz : death ab-
il ~ sence, &c. leaving consequently 56 who have
: : more or less, settled cultivated or otherwise
‘improved their lands, and present this day a

- Settlement of which this is the Statistical re-
'f : - capitulation. = .

g }:‘< ERERERE-RER -
v B9 9% s | l6 | 8L 67 | 1 [ 79 | 65 |

i This evinces the rapid progress madé since
. the commencement of this settlement but five
n ' vears ago, and I am fully convinced, that

px
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these people being, as they have humbly
prayed for, placed un&erthesnpeﬂnte

of Captain Barron, to whom they feel deeply
obligated for his kind and benevolent aid
and assistance, by every possible means in
his power, this little Colony will soon rise *
into consequence, and may finally spread it-
self in the adjoining Towuslup of VVent-
worth. A , "

‘/

From the contmulty of the Selo'mones of S;:ggf;'e;'y;f

Argenteuil, the Lake of the Two Mountams, Arcentenil,
and Mille Isles, to the new Township Set- i
tlements, and those of the waste lands of the ™" "™
Crown in the rear thereof, it appears to me
the description of that recently colonized

territory would, be incomplete without curso-

rily noticing the Settlements in the rear of

those Seigniories, and, in connexion there-

with, respectfully submitting a few rémarks

and observations relative to the claims’ of
Eustache L. Dumont, Esquire, Seigneur of
Mille Isles, to a superficie of 74,000 F rench
arpents,equal toabout 62,000 superficial Eng-

lish acres, adjoining his Seigniory. Inasmuch e Nort
as the Seignorial Settlements, here adverted ®ivere’ ¢ du
to, lie chleﬂy along the North River, which '
traverses the rear of Argenteuil, &c. it will -

_"be proper, the better to convey their posilion,

to describe that River with. greater precision.
It takes its source in the interior, N. W. of
Abercrombie, and breakmg into the Town-.
ship at Lot No. 6, in the eleventh Range, it
tlows through it in the general course from

2\
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N W. to S. E. and thence, entering the

espentation of {Mille Isles, it winds to the
South-West and traverses the Augmenta-
tions of the Seigniories of the Lake of the

“T'wo Mountains and Argenteuil to the Forks
at the Chite Mills, passing, as before stated,

through part of Chatham and winding again,
over the S. W. angle of Argenteuil, to its
confluence with the Ottawa. Its entrance is
divided by an Island into two channels, and

' the width of the River, up to the bridge at the
’Villaoe of St. Andrews, may be computed at

from 6 to 8 chains. Boats'and River Crafts
ascend to the Village, notwithstanding the
Rapidsand Rocks that impede its navigation,
which might he improved so as to admit of
the ascent of Steam-Boats calculated to draw
but little water. Above the'Bridge there is
a'rapid near which stands the old Mill : from

. thence to the Chite (orfalls) the River aver-

D

ages from 5 to 6 chains w1de, and is in that

interval obstructed by 6 or 7 rapids, inclu-
ding the waterfall of La Chte, where Major
Jolnson’s Seigneurial Grist and Saw Mills
are situated. From this place this beautiful
River is navigable for boats and craft almost
to Abercrombie, a distance of twenty-five or
thirty miles, and may be found to admit of

‘being navigated much further, thereby pre-

- senting, as 1t were, a second navigable front,

offering important facilities to the internal

. settlements of that section of the - country.

fettiements.

Travelling upon this River, and viewing on
either side the neat habxtatlons of the farmer, :

»




79 '

his extensive improvements and well cultiva-
ted fields, one might easily fancy himself
*trztveﬂmgm ‘the-old settled parts of the Pro-
vince. The farms and estates entitled to
particular notice are those of Captain Barron,
J. M. Perkins, Esqr. of the Royal Navy,
Mr. Catton, and Mr. Hutchinson ; these
gentlemen have considerably, by their coun-
tenance and encouragement, prospered and

forwarded the handsome settlements of the -

North River, and it is but just that I should
here acknowledge their eagerness to meet in
every respect the_views of His Majesty’s Go-
vernment, by affordmg to one of its humble
servants every means in their power to facili-
tate and accelerate the pubhc service.

‘With regard >to Mr. Dumont’s claims to a
tract of 62,000 acres of land, immediately in
the rear of Mille Isles, it is to be observed
that their extent and merits call for the atten-
tion of His Majesty’s Government, inasmuch
as any road that will be hereafter projected,
connecting the Townships and waste lands
of the Crown, in that part of the District of
Montreal, would be completely interrupted
by the extension of the limits of Mille Isles,
whereby not only upwards of one half of the
Township of Abercrombie would be inclu-
ded, and the whole of the vacant lands in the
rear of the Seigneuries of the Lake of the
two Mountains and Argenteuil, but also 3000
acres of the subdivided part of Wentworth,
which was ordered to be Patented many

Mr.
Dumont’s
claims.
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years since, leaving by this means only from
600 to 700 acres for the gore of land to
which reference is made in Statement No. 12.
The claims of this gentleman are founded on
the deficiency, he alleges, in the superﬁc1e of
his Seigniory, caused by the projection of the
Lake of the Two Mountains, which was ante-
cedently granted to the St. Sulpiciens of the
‘Seminary of Montreal, into the Augmentation
of Mille Isles, a circumstance ormlnatm
: from the various courses of the latteral lines
...of these Seigniories respectively ;—those of
the latter running astronomically North 45°.
West, .the former astronomically N. 11°. 15,
E. For a farther illustration of the subject, 1
have the honor to refer his Excellency to the
Plan (I) accompanying this Report. That
Mr. Dumont’s pretentions should be investi-
gated and decided as early as pessible is evi-
dent_, as, without:such a determination, much
embarassment might be suffered in carrying
into effect the project of a road of communi-
cation between the Townships North of the
v Saint Lawrence and those on the Ottawa
s River. It appears from Mr. Dumont’s offi-
~ —cial letter to me, in 1821,—which I had the -
honor of communicating to the Governor in
- Chief, that nothing but an action en bornage
can bring this matter to an issue ; the sooner
- therefore such a measure will be resorted to
- the better, whether we consult the interest of
. His Majesty’s Government or the mdnxdual
concerned. :

e
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Having thus far accomplished the first part sipmor

he Mission

19 of the mission, and completed my Report i '°°°mv""'-
: thereon, by which, I trust, it will appear

am,

30(;}- that my utmost endeavours were exerted,
the and no possible means neglected, «in acquir-
Jte- ing an accurate and general knowledge of
the -the New Settlements; North of the Ottawa
ion | @nd St. Lawrence; for the information of
;ng His Majesty’s Colonial Government, T would
nes |~ humbly beg leave to submit; for considera-
of b tion, a few observations and remarks on the '
;5-. | subject of the Agency of Townships, which
15, occurred to me in the course of ‘my tour.
1 Previous, however, to so doing, it is proper General
the I should state, generally, that the New Set.
hat tlements of this Province have made much
St greater progress than is universally supposed,
Vi and that; contrary to what had been antici-
ch pated; I found, in the interior of the country,

.. the plough, the scythe and the flail in thelr
8 full operation—extensive farms thriving un-
der the hand of the industrious husbandman,

the

wa and, in various parts, neat villages presenting

i themselves, which, on the whole, offered a

the most pleasing and promising pfg\gechve.

- in Applying myself to the Townships under oot
Joe agency in particular, and looking, on the one bumbiy s
nt(’e c hand, to the duties of an Agent, and, on the Sradaces

lto other, to the facilities that soould be dfforded prypendix

tof to the Settler, bearing in mind at the samé .-

aal time the welfare of the Colony, it occurred

to me that the Settlements ranged under
: l the superintendency of Agents would pros-
L
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per, and be effected with better order and
success, if the Agenl’s Instructions were.
more defined and explicit, and himself bound
in some legal form to their observance. In
this persuasion, and aided as I am by per-
sonal observation and the knowledge obtain-
ed in the execution of the duty intrusted to
my care, I framed a project of Instructions,
with a view humbly to submit the same for
the consideration of the Executive Govern-
ment, caleulated, as far as practicable, to
cbviate the insufficiency of the present In-
structions, by placing in a clear and distinct
light the duties of a Township Agent. 1
shall not here conument upon the clauses eon-
tained in the project submitted, inasmuch as
the subject matter of this Report will proba-
bly be deemed sufficient to evince the propri-
ety of the changes and additicns proposed
therein, but merely refer to Document D,
under which letter the projected Instructions
will be found (see Appendix D.).
LGt 7 chould fail in a most essential part of my
o, duty were 1 not, previous to concluding this
“es &= first Report, fully to put His Majesty’s Go-
~vernment in possession of the whole informa-
tion derived and collected from the tour re-
cently performed by me through the interior
parts of this Province, by respectfully sug-
gesting such general remarks on all points
relative to the extension, amelioration and
formation of the Settlements in the Ottawa
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section of Lower-Canada, in connexion with
the Townships and waste lands North of the
St. Lawrence, and within -the District of
Montreal. One of the objects that I have
considered of primary importance, and to
which I would, with deference, call His
Excellency’s notice, as highly conducive to
promote the advancement of the Northern
Township Settlements, is the opening of a
road of communication extending from the
well populated Seigniory of De Ramsay, in
as direct a line as may be found prac-
ticable, to the Township of Grenville, the
same traversing Kildare, Rawdon, Kilken-
ny, and Abercrombie ; the waste lands in the
rear of the Seigniories of Mille Isles, Lake
of the two Mountains, and Argenteuil, thence
through Chatham into Grenville, reducing
thereby the distance, from Berthier (which
connects with Ramsay by a godd road) to
the Village of Grenville, to 84 miles instead
of 108 by the Ronte along the St. Lawrence
through Montreal. Of this proposed road
several parls are already open, in Kildare,
Rawdon, and the rear of Chatham and Gren-
ville, and although in the latter the road be
not altogether in the direction pointed out, it
might nevertheless be for the present adopt-
ed. The mode I should humbly suggest for
carrying this project into execution, would be
in the first instance, to have the Road mea-
sured and traced in the field, and actually
opened to the width of eight feet only, with

Mode
snggested
oi carrying
the project
of 2 Road

into
execution,

e
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farm lots of one hundred superficial acres
laid off upon it, without any essential regard
to the method observed in the subdivision of
Townships, and as the Surveyor progresses in
his operation, the Agents superintending the
Townships through which the Road passes,
or the Agent under whose management those
parts of it trayersing waste lands would be
settled, might exert themselves in locating
settlers thereon, subject to the usual settling
conditions, in the accomplishment whereof
they would be materially facilitated by the 8
feet of Road already laid open for their ad-
vantage, in the expence of which they might,
if found expedient, be made to contribute.
The costs of such an undertaking can bear
N0 comparison with its utility, inasmuch as,
out of the total distance, (84 miles) upwards
of ong half is open and the residue, say 50
miles, would probably be complgted in the
manner proposed, for less than £300 ta
£350. A small Legislative aid therefore
wou' . cvidently be required for that object,
tc 1.z chiefly applied- in the erection of
Bridgc:, and the payment of the charges of
the survey. In the mean time it may be
deemed more expedient and less objection-
able, to-adopt the Route from Abercrombie -
along the Settlements of the North River, for
neariy I8 miles passing in a level country by
the Chiite Milis in Argenteuil, and traversing
Chatbam at the third Range, and thence inte
Grenville, thereby making the distance about
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92 miles, and consequently somewhat longer.
As a further illustration of this subject, I beg
refer to my Topographical Map. ,

s

_ The new and important line of road thus
proposed, would not only facilitate and en-
courage the Settlements in the Townships
immediately about it, but the same would
present as it were an extensive base, from
whence the Settlements spreading North-
ward would colonize a second and third
Range of Tawnships, that should in process
of time be laid out in the rear of Rawdon,
&c. Wentworth and the other Townships on
the Ottawa. In stating tbis, I am founded on
the description of the country situate in the
rear of thase Townships, where, as is ascer-
tained upon tolerable authentic information,
there are large tracts of excellent land, abun-
-dantly watered by numerous Rivers and
Lakes. That the land descends from the
rear outline of Kilkenny towards the North,
is a fact established by the recent survey of
that Township, from the course of the waters,
which from thence discharge themselves to
the North-West ; on the whole it has been

The
importance
of the
measure.

collected from various sources of information, -

that this expanse of country is in no manner
inferior, if it has not the advantage of the
better known parts- of this Province. In
yiewing my Geographical Map of the Cana-
das, it struck me forcibly that the triangular
space of territory comprised within the St.

Territory
between the
Saint

wrence,
the Ottawa,
and the 47e.

of N, Lat.

.....
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Lawrence, the Ottawa, and the parallel of
the 47th degree of North latitude, offers a
field for Settlements, possessing many advan-
tages in point of soil and climate, and in some
respects enjoying a superiority over the
: Seigniorial grants North of the. River St
2 Lawrence. It exceeds 16,000 superficial
miles, equal to 160 Townships which would
all lie South of the latitude of Quebec, and
form, with the Southern Townships, a com-
pact trapezium, lying between the parallels
45° and 47° of N. latitude, the longitude
of Quebec, and the Ottawa River, diagonal-
ly traversed by the St. Lawrence. Under
ecneme SUCh 2 variety of considerations, and impress-
of itreome o] with a sense of the important advantages
that would inevitably result to His Majesty’s
Government, and to the Colony, were my
anticipations on this subject to prove as satis-
factory as they portend, I humbly beg leave
to recommend the expediency of exploring
that section of the country by trustworthy and
scientific Surveyors, who would be directed
to ascend and explore, to their sources, the
principal Rivers that flow into the Ottawa,
viz: the North River, the Petite Nation, the
Riviere au Lievre, the Great Riviere Blanche
& and the Gatineau. A more accurate know-
~ ledge of the Ottawa, from Onslow to its
source, should also be an object of primary
importance, especially when it is considered
that this magnificent River presents a front
of nearly 300 miles, dividing us from the
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Province of Upper-Canada, whose settle-
ments are rapidly extending themselves in

that direction, and on the borders of the Ot-
tawa itself.

Taking a more enlarged and comprehen- Vi72( e

country

sive view of  the lands in the rear of the ex- Yo
isting settlements, and lying between the Ot- iﬁ&"i;‘i::ﬁ.“%i
tawa, the Saint Lawrence, and the North- the Colonys
West boundary of this Province, we find an
immense territory, yet unexplored and un-
known, the survey and knowledge whereof
might afford numerous advantages and re-
sources to this Colony, and to the Stale at
large, by increasing both the agricultural
and commercial interests of the country ; and
obtain, in the course of the survey, new ma-
terials forimproving thescience of philosophy
in its various branches, natural history, mi-
neralogy, &c. &c. which are objects not less
important in their consequences, and would
tenfold compensate for the expenses incurred
in the attainment of so desirable and exien-
sive an information. ‘ '

Lower-Canada comprehénds an extent Of Extentof

territory of about 150,000 superficial miles 3
of that great superficies not more than about
25 to 30,000 may be said to have been ex-

lored and tolerably known, and about one-
half thereof actually surveyed : therefore it
appears that about 4-5ths of Lower-Canada
remain unexplored and but little known, and

1
Ll
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even that is obtained from sketches and de-
scriptions through travellers,  traders, and
aborigines of the soil, the Indians.

On referring to the most recent maps of
Canada, it will be perceived; however, that
numerous large Rivers, flowing towards the
St. Lawrence,-and taking their rise in the
Mountains, which divide these waters from
those which discharge themselves into Hud-
son’s Bay, traverse an iininense tract of coun-
iry ; the most considerable of which are the’
Saguenay, the St. Maurice, and the Grand
or Ottawa River. The Saguenay, which is
navigable for large vessels to Chicoutimy, a
distance of about eighty to ninety miles, and
thence for boats to Lake St. Johns, fertilizes
in its course a wide expanse of country, by
innumerable tributary streams and branches
on either side, which should, from a compa-
rative view of the extent of territory along
the borders of the Saint Lawrence and its
branches, possess equal advantages in a pro-
portionate degree. The same may be said
of the Ottawa, whose principal source rises
in Lake Temiskaming, traversing, to its con-
fluence with the Saint Lawrence, a space of
country, as already stated, of about three
hundred miles. The River Saint Maurice,
although not so wide as either of the former,
winds through as great a space of country as
the Saguenay. Can it be doubted that, pos-
sessing such natural advantages, such ex-

.-n-'-mAHsSw,.q<orﬁ
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"haustless treasures, any encouragement held
. out, with a view of colonizing that valuable

tract of country, would fail in its object ?

. Previous to concluding this branch of my
' Report, which embraces a diversity of matter
of the utmost interest to His Majesty’s Go-
vernment, chiefly acquired in the course of a
Tour performed under the auspices and in-
structions of the Governor in Chief, and with
“a view to the advancement and encourage-
ment of the New Settlements in the Town-
ships therein mentioned ; I feel it incumbent
to remark, that the wide field of observatien
which presented itself to my notice, both in

Coanclusion,

relation to the Settlements under agency and

various parts of the Seignorial Settlements
through which I passed, whereby I obtained
-a comparative view of the happiness and
comfort that prevail among the inhabitants
of both respectively, and wherein these might
be enhanced by considering the resources and

local advantages each possessed ; it unavoida-

bly involved a wider scope of the subject than -

I at first imagined, to exhibit in a sufficient
manner the present state of the Settlements
under agency, and likewise the means by
which their resources, when fully laid before
the Executive Government, might be availed
~ef to conduce towards the improvement of
that part of the country, and promote the
happiness of its inhabitants.’ ‘
M
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. All which is, nevertheless, most respectfully
submitted for His Excellency’s consideration.

[4

"”i I have the honour to be,

4 " Your most obedient

tg humble servant,

g JOS. BOUCHETTE,

' ESurveyor-General.

Ls. MoNT1ZAMBERT, EsQUIRE,
Assistant Civil Secretary,
&c. 8;'_0. &c. |
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APPENDIX A.

REPORT.

MONTREAL, 28th Auvcust, 1824.
SIr,

PURSUANT to your letter of the 30th June last,
enclosing the Petitions of several Inhabitants of
the Township of Rawdon, one from John Tiffin,
and a letter from John Jefferies of the said Town-
ship, complaining of Captain Colclough, the Agent,
and expressmg His Excellency the Lieutenant-Go-
vernor’s command that I should take the earliest
opportunity, when I proceeded to visit the several
Townshlps under agency in this Province, to make
particular inquiry into the subject matter of these
representations, and report the result for His Excel-
lency’s information.

In consequence thereof, as well as in obedience to
His Excellency the Governor in Chief’s commands
of the 29th May last, I have the honor to state, that,
on the 2nd instant, I proceeded from hence direct to
the Township of Rawdon, then and there, at a place
called Manchester Mills, w1thm a half a mile of the

:‘u
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Township, I called a meeting of the Agents and Set-
tlers of Rawdon and Kilkenny, who accordingly met
nie; and, on the 3rd instant, commenced and per-
sonally conducted the inquiry into the general state
of things relative to these Townships. The Reverend
Mr. Burton, Captain Colclough, and most of the
Heads of Families in both Townships, were pre-
sent.

THE state of confusion and misunderstandings ex-
isting, arising from various causes, too numerous to
enter into at this moment, seemed to call for separate
proceedings in each respective case, and in the pre-
sence of the Agents and Settlers. These inquiries
were conducted at various times and places, from the
3rd to the Sth instant, inclusive. I shall, however,
limit myself, in this communication, to the various

_cases upon which I have reported separately, and to
an outline of the general state of things relative to
the Townships of Kildare, Rawdon, and Kilkenny,
proposing to enter more largely upon this subject in
my General Report, on my return to Quebec.

e n 7o. _ THE conflicting claims of Mr. Alexander Rea and

lay.

Dussanda  THE inquiry in the case of Joseph Dugas and

Robiason.

Byron.

Richard Finlay, to the N. W_ half of Lot number 16
in the 2nd range of Rawdon, I have strictly examin-

ed into, and the inquiry thereon accompanies the
papers No. 1.

George Robinscon also accompanies those of No. 2.

TrE case of John Byron could not be investigated
as I could bave wished, as no person appeared to
substantiate the advances made in his petition; I
have, however, made a pencil note on the subject
upon the petition, No. 3. -
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THE subject matter contained in the papers mark-
~ ed 4 and 5, as well as the petitions marked M and N,
required investigation. The result thereof may be
in some degree reduced to the note I have made; and
accompanying the said papers. ,
It is with deference I here beg leave to observe, |
that, after having taken a most deliberate view of aresigent
the state of things in Rawdon, and of the many in- ®eca.
conveniencies the Settlers have been subject to, and
of the causes which seem to have retarded the ad-
vancemeut of the settlements in that Township, I am
“induced to suggest the expediency of an Agent being
appointed, whose residence shall be in the '%ownship ;
- a measure seemingly highly inconvenient to Captain
Colclough, but of absolute necessity.

THE case of Smart would have been a hard one,
but it is settled. See inquiry marked A.

TuE inquiry on John Tiffin’s petition will be found ~ Tite.
under the letter B; it is also settled. -

THE subject matter contained in the petition of
William and Phillip Masterson has not been pro- yayencn,
ceeded upon for the reasons stated in my note there-
on, marked C.

TaE case of William Byron and John Green may
be said to be settled. See proceedings thereon ®3i™
marked D.

Tais closes the inquiry of the special cases on
which I found it necessary to report ; several others
of a minor description were adjusted. In some cases
the present Agent found it necessary to withdraw
the location he had given to individuals for lands
previously held by others under location tickets by
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the former Agent, and who were entitled thereto by
the labour they had performed thereon ; whilst in
other cases some individuals were judiciously located

by the Agent on lots left waste, although formerly
located to others. :

This leads me to asubject whichrequires to bestated,
and prevented as much asossible hereafter ; Iallgde
to the practice the Emigrants have of surrendering
their lots to the Agent, but not before they have ac-
quired, from the individual who immediately applies
for the surrendered lot, (which he commonly obtains
unknown to the Agent,) a sum of money, (10 or
£15, more or less,) the same being proportionate ei-
ther to the improvements made, or, if none exists,
to the conveniencies of the parties from causes or
motives best known to themselves; this practice may
be said to extend to the three Townships I have in-
spected.

I canxor withhold noticing that, by the Agent’s,
(Captain Colclough,) report it will appear that seve-
ral individuals have received locations for 200 acres,
especially the Cochranes, some of whom are said to
be absent; this cannot be authorised, inasmuch as
an Agent ought not, strictly speaking, to locate 100
acres without an Order of Council, although he may
grant permits of occupation. This injunction, I ap-
prehend, has been overlooked in many of the Town-
ships, yet no serious consequences have arisen there-
from, inasmuch as most of the Settlers do occupy
their lands—but it is extremely irregular and the
same ought to be avoided. One thing much com-
plained of, regarding the permits of occupation, is,
that they do not contain the conditions respecting
the settling duties, placing thereby both the Agent
and Settler in an unpleasant situation; perhaps it
might be better to authorise the Agentsto give loca-
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tion tickets instead of permits of occupation, with Location tie-

this proviso and addition, that the same should be
subject to the approval and ratification of Govern-
ment, and not otherwise ; which clause would pro-
duce punctual returns, as both the Agent and the
Settler would feel anxious and have an interest in
obtaining the ratification stipulated in the location
ticket, and the Government would thereby be put in
possession of information it so much requires; ena-
bling also the Surveyor-General to keep correct
books of entry of every location made in the Town-
ships under agency in this Province, and the same
would become equally recorded in the Office of the
Clerk of the Executive Council in passing through
that Office. 'These are the views I have on this
subject for the moment, and, upon a further know-
ledge of things, acquired by my present tour, I shall
not fail to bear in mind what might be the result of
such a system, were it adopted.

Tue lands in Rawdon, as respects a description of
soil and surface, may be divided into various classes ;
but in two principal ones, from the Ist to the 4th
range, the land is most generally level, composed of
light soil in some parts, but east of the river Lac
Ouareau it is of a grey mould, a clay and loamy soil
generally, of a fertile nature, and well timbered ; the
rear part of the Township is composed of a black
soil, very stoney and mountainous, fine timber, some
intervale land, and the whole of the Township is
extremely well watered by numerous rivers, - lakes,
and inferior streams. The settlements thereon- are
in tolerable progress, and, upon an average estima-
tion, may be said to exhibit about 565 acres in a
state of culture, and it contains, upon a similar esti-

ketbythe A~

gentssubject
to Ratifica-
tion.

i
!
Descrlptloli

of soil fa
Rawdon.

mate, about 500 souls. Mr. P. Dugas’ Mills, on the puzarmu

- River Rouge, in the first range of that Township,
deserve particular notice. Itis, however, evident
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e of that the want of practicable roads, and, I may say,
Bidges.  that of bridges geunerally, has g'reatly retarded the
progress of the Settlers. This subject, with others,

shall be treated more at large in my General Report.

Ix conformlty to that part of my instructions, Ar-
vaanthoris- ticle 6, I found it necessary to make an "mqulry into
“Kikeas. the state and nature of the claims made by individuals

for lands in the Township of Kilkenny, and whether
they had actually settled thereon and by what autho-
rity ; all which will appear by the Inquiry accom-
panying the papers No, 6—by which it will be per-
~ceived that the Reverend Mr. Burton denies ever
having authorised these people to settle promiscu-
ously on any lot they fancied in Kilkenny ; but pro-
mised, to a certain number of them only, village lots,

and that subject to the approbation of Government.

It will be seen, by the Inquiry, that several of
these individuals have made imaprovements of a suffi-
cient extent (although greatly exaggerated,) to claim

o indokes the indulgence of Government, but, generally speak-

ence to Emis |

pramscetie ingr, they deserve none from their conduct ; because,
Laods with. ONCE establishing the assumed pretensnons of these
people, there will be no end fo the encroachments
made by Emigrants and others on the Crown Lands,
and every plan, or proceedings, of Government res-
pecting the granting of lands must become defective,
The come because, no sooner a grant of land has been made by
wchaprc- the Governor in Council to a meritorious officer, or
other individual, it must be altered, owing to the
land being previously occupied by an individual,
without authority, that he may not be deprived of
his labour and improvements. I should humbly con-
ceive this ought not to be the case, unless, in singu-
lar and extraordinary instances, when it shall appear
that such individuals have acted upon good faith,

and were authorised by the Agent of a Township to
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do so. In the present case there are about 18 indi-
viduals who have here and there cleared a few acres
of land in Kilkenny, and some of them only fallen a
few trees; the most of them were told the lands
which they selected were already granted to others—
that did not prevent them from following audaciously
their own dictates, and now they represent their case
as being seriously aggrieved.

Finpine that these people had actually cleared and
improved on the lands located, by Order of Council, 1.5t hy e
to the Officers and Privates of the Embodied Militia, & e
it became necessary to adopt some plan of arrange- %; %o
ment, satisfying, as much as possible, all parties. I e
therefore appointed a time to meet the Reverend

Mr. Burton, at Terrebonne, and directed Mr. Bou-

‘chette to send me a plan of his survey of Kilkenny,

which he did. At this meeting we finally adjusted
these matters, as much as was possible, to the satis-
faction of all concerned, and did away with every
clashing claim, fixing on the nearest ranges and lots Clabioe
for the conveniency of those who were necessitated
to remove ; but they are few who have made clearings

to any large extent.

Previous to concluding this part of my report
respecting Kilkenny, it may be proper to observe,
that the Reverend Mr. Burton selected Lot No. 2,
in the 2nd range, near Rawdon, for a village, but, on sitfora .
looking over the map of the Township, it will evi- "
dently appear that that was not the proper site for a
village, for the advantage of the Settlers generally,
nor 1s there any thing conspicuous to recommend
that Lot in preference to another.—Yet, as it hap-
pens, two different classes of Settlers being located in .
this Township, namely, the, Embodied Militia and casesofses
Emigrants, it was found advisable to reserve a block
for a village and glebe, in a most eligible situation, giese.
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in the 6th range, on the main branch of the river
Lachigan, and nearly in the centre of the Township ;
and in consequence of several Emigrants having
built dwelling houses and improved on, the former
village lot, and conceiving it proper to continue it
as such, I have added the adjoining lot thereto for
the purpose of a glebe ; such of the Emigrants how-
ever who will be settled nearest to the new village,
“will have the advantage of having lots therein.

IN case of any further information being required
illustrative of this report, I have transmitted the
plans, statements and memoranda to my office, with
orders to have fair copies prepared as office records,
for immediate reference.

I~ further pursuance of my instructions of the 29th

May last, and of His Excellency the Lieutenant-

e, OOVernor’s commands of the 30th June, after closing
my inquiry at Rawdon, I proceeded to Kildare, and

. - called a meeting of the Agent and Settlers of that

" Township on the 9th instant, and commenced the
inquiry by case No. 7, consisting of various petitions

from Charles Huston, and others, and an investiga-

tion made, by order of His Excellency the Governor

in- Chief, by Captain Hay, His Lordship’s Aid-de-
Camp, on the subject of the complaints which were
atjostment. M2de Dy those individuals against Major Colclough ;
ofdiferences but the whole appears to have been adjusted and

"+ between Ma-

sorCoiclongh settled at that time. It therefore only remained for

€ 10h3.

vimat.  me to make a few inquiries on the subject.—

3 Q.—Mr. Charles Huston, are you, and the others
present here, satisfied with the adjustment made last
summer on the subject of certain complaints made

by you, and others, and contained in these peti- %
tions ? , :

A.—Yes, Iam.
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ArrER thisI put the following question to several
~of the Settlers,—~

Q —Have you any complaints to make against
Major Colclough ? :

A.—None.

I taEN entered upon the inquiry respecting the ».E.Dess:
.case of Mr. Leodel, La Belle, and Cordelier ; the  tion.’
proceedings thereon will be found in No. 8. :

Tue inquiry made on the subject matter contained
in. the petition of P. E. Desbarats, Esquire, also
accompanies the papers No. 9.

ArteR having closed my inquiries on the several
cases specially ordered, and adjusted other matters of _ .
. minor consideration ; I found 1t expedientto visit the = dare.
~ settlements, acquiring thereby a personal knowledge
of their nature and extent, as well as of the state of Road~
the roads. I found them to answer my expectations
in every respect as being much advanced, considering
the short time since this settlement was first com-
menced. The village isin great progress; there is
a fine road leading toit, as well as traversing the
greater part of the Township, between the 7th and :
_Sth ranges, with good bridges; vet the part remain- Bridees
ing would require to be done without loss of time,
for the conveniency of the inhabitauts; it is parti-
cularly on Major Colclough’s lands, who has ex-
pressed his desire to have the same completed imme-
diately—it is however to be observed, that, in other
parts, Major Colclough has not been deficient in his
road duties.

Villags.

TuE road traversing this Township, between the cimqien
5th and 6th ranges, is in high order, and well settled *«=
| +
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on both sides by Canadians ; it is the leading road
into Rawdon.

Tais Canadian settlement, together with another of
a similar kind in the first range, may be said to form a
total of 300 souls—besides 80 souls in the Emigrant
settlement of this Township, under agency.

It may Le said that Kildare and Rawdon have the
advantage of good roads leading into them from the
Seigniories; but this is not the case with Kilkenny,
the settlers of which will, and do now, experience
great difficulties for the want of such roads of com-
munication ; which circumstance I have myself ex-
‘perienced in my attempt to visit_that Township,
from the last settlements of New-Glasgow.

“Previous to concluding this Report, which is on-
ly explanatory in the cases specially examined into
and reported upon, I beg to apologize for the hasty
outline and description, I have given of these Town-
- ships, which I trust, nevertheless, will prove suffici-
ently explicit for the present.

1 have the honor";t\o be,
Sir,
Your most obedient,
Humble servant,

* JOS. BOUCHETTE,
S. Genl.

~ Ls. MoxTizavsert, Esquire,
Asst. Civil Secretary.




APPENDIX B

General Statistical Statement of the undermentioned %.M@czm\:w.a.

g0, 8 slal 3]s |3s z
TOWNSHIPS. || 55 |85Z El 2| 8| £ |E2 8 REMARKS,
LY —_— L] =]
5253 g |2 | & | |ZO @
- — — — At leas three-fourths of the inhabitants are
Rawdon,.,.. ~e.eeue 25 215 19 4 |& emigrants from Irveland, and the remaining
) fourth also British subjects,
The inhabitants in Old Kildare are Cana-
Kildare, ...... .. 97 412 57 45 m diand ; the new locations are mostly to emi-
wﬂ::m from _qc__z_:_. . 4
. This includes the emigrants from Irelan
Kitkenny, ..c..ovenne 2 23 2 : m settled without authority.
Eardley............. 12 51 15 1 {. Extension of the population c_m =w_=. )
e The population of this Township is
Huall, eeeeeen . 109 565 252 529 |52 o_cﬁmm chiefly of American origin,
Templeton,..........[ 4 20 11 .. | Extension of the 1iull population.
Buckingham,.. .. . 1 18 6 12 | Mixture of Americans and Canadians.
Lochaber............ 2 6 1 .|+ Do. do, do.
CGore...enn, 1 2 2 . >—_u._.w - do. ' ._m..
. " ’ 11 British-born subjects, mostly emigrants
Grenville............ 9 | 35 19 I M A
\ . The inhabitants are a mixture of English
Chatham,....oonnn... 166 | 460 200 500 m Trishy Seotch and Americans, ]
Gore of Waste Lands .
of the Crown in the .. 35 4 Mostly emigrants from Ireland.
rear of Argenteuil, i . .
Wentworth,.......... 1 . .. A family which has left it.
E@m_amﬁwﬂﬂ. 429 | 2182 ' 588 3

SuRVEVOR-GENERAL’S OFFICE

JOS. BOUCHETTE,
Surveyor-General.
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Statement of Lands granted under Patent, T.ocated and Vacant, in the undermentioned T ownships, North of the
Ottae and st. Lawrence, visited and embraced within the ﬂ.::x of the Surveyor-General, pursuwant to Lis Excel-
lency the Governor in Chief’s Instructions, dated 29th Mays 1824, in the months of August and September lust.

Bt A P TS e e T

lL\J“Y\',‘

v

| A—w_.a__.a.__'::._@_. _.,:n__“._.._ﬁma.“u%_. <=2::. nd
: etters Patent. i Grantahle.
NAMES. conditions. | REMARKS.
— | e . .
Acres. Acres. Acres
u.l‘l»”l.\“.l.“ﬂhhn\\.l\!tl! B \.!J\k‘\l\ll‘\.l‘l m——— —
) 13,740 cerens 31,40 Grantable part not surveyed. :

Fardley,..--- 6,750 Ceeeees 21,650 (irantable part not surveyed.
H 11 PR 19,731 : 7,600 32,000 All surveyed.
—.nim._c._::.. enneenanaean . 17,569 364 45,500 From 6th to 13th Ranges not surveyed.
Buckingham,......... 16,400 vereee 41,700 Back Ranges, from Ath to 12th, not surveyed.
fochaber o, ooeenes 15,206 [P 926,195 Back Ranges, from 7th to 12th, not surveyed.

_.._a_wm_:(._. Gorey... .. B 12.000 Not surveyed. |
Grenvilles coovenereeses 16,294 The greater part surveyed, e
Augmentation of Grenville, 10,200 No part surve ed excipt fhe front lots.

gurveyed-—The Crown "we...o:...a in the last 6 Ranges,

Chathamy, oo oresneossess N eaeen heing located, are included in the superficies;— and
‘Add forfeited lots, 9,600 it is 10 he observed p?—.. of the emigrant Jocations
. :..::.s in :w._c. 48 _m..i a_..: "....ﬂ“_._::_. | 10 out
We o eeeeneeienes ) The Patent for one-foprth o entworth is made out,
‘ 2:5_.:,_ e perces 82,200 w but not signed—the N.E::: part not ..:_Zzwi_.
Gore behind Argentenil,.. . e s 22,000 m‘_._.c quantity stated __?_w he granted, though & greater
. vacani space exists,
Abererombie,.. .oeeeeeees e 4,400 35,600 /
. Qurveyed—A great! quantity of this vacant tract has
Kilkenny,,.ooooveoecces ceeee 11,200 28,000 heen certified .:\x.:::.z individuals, some of whom
fave probably obtained Ordersin Council thereupon.
Rawdon, .o ooooeosneecees 5,700 18,000 20,80 /
KAldare, . o-coaveeoneeer 16,587 4,700 o

et s RIS /

364,699 o

e e & phylvsd | D

,\ T .
:&unnm,__xﬁu,yn_..ﬁ”w _ JOS. BOUCHETTE, Surv'r. Gen'l.

{

Total. .. 169,058







15

P

—~v AppEnDIx D).

Project of Instructions to the Agents of Townsiips :
respectfully submitted for consideration.

To - Agent for superintending
the settlement of the Township of

The Governor in Chief, or Lieutenant-Governor,
having been pleased to nominate you to be Agent

for superintending the settlement of the Township
of

1st. You are to reside within the Township to the
superintendency whereof you are appointed, or in its
vicinity, in order the better to accomplish the end of
your nomination.

2d. Your next duty will be to lay off, with the ad-
_ vice and participation of the Surveyor-General, a
block of 500 acres, as a site for a village of which
900 acres will be set apart for a Church, School-
House, and Court-House for the Sessions of the
Peace ; the remaining 300 acres to be granted into
lots of the average dimensions of one acre, by ticket
of occupation, on condition that a comfortable log
house be built thereon ; and in conformity to other
conditions therein contained, a projected plan of the
subdivision of such a village to be submitted by the
Surveyor-General to the Governor, or Lieutenant-
Governor, for approval, ~

3d. The lots to be granted, to be one half of an
ordinary Township lot, divided through the centre,
not longitudinally, but so as to give to each settler

nearly a compact square farm of 100 acres, and the
“usual allowance of five per cent. for highways.

> 5
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Ath. Each applicant to receive from vou a Location
Certificate, of which printed forms will be furnished
you, for the half-lot you will assign to him, (each set-
tler being entitled to , the vacant half-lot next after the
number of the last preceding certificate, provided he
be the first applicant,} and no such locatlon certifi-
cate to be granted. unless the applicant be of good
character, a British subject, and upon the spot,
ready to commence the performance of the condi-
tions of his Location Ticket. Such applicants, how-
ever, of good moral character, having large families,
and probabh some of a sufficient age, . and capable of
improving land. should be partlcular]y encouraged,
and’recommended by vou to Government for an “ad-
ditional portion of land, as contiguous as poessible to
the land already located to thcm ; and such of the
sons being arrived to the age of m:gontv or even to
that of ewhteen being desirous of cultivating lands
for themselves, provided thev appear to vou capable
of undertaking the management of a farm, in such
case thev ouo-ht to be located to a half-lot nearest to
that of their father.

5th. The said Location Tickets, thus issued under
your hand,to be subject to the approval and ratifica-
tion of the Goveruor in Council.

<

6th. You will qmrter]v transmit to the Survevor-
General's office. exact returns of the Locations made
in the Towmhlp vou superintend. in the following
form, accompanying the same with remarks on the
genera! state and prosperity of the settlements therein.

other

!

' recommended.
country. q

'

E - Fawiues. i N
] < B — Whether |

- z N Emigrants | Remarks

= H from the as to

ot H United character,
Naxes. | 3 Kingdom, how.

- ! or what | and by whom

z

Single men.

Males,
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A copy of which return the Surveyor-General will
transmit to this office, to obtain through its medium
the ratification and approval of Government of the
Locations therein stated to have been made; the
same to be subsequently forwarded to you, through
the Survevor-General’s office, where entries of the
ratified list and return will be first duly made.

7th. Upon the receipt of the list of ratified Lo-
cations, you will give official notice of such ratifica-
tion and approval of Government, to the individuals
interested, in the best shape you may conceive ad-
visable.

8th. Every settler to be held to clear the road in
front of his lot, to the width of 20 feet within
from the date of his Location Ticket ; and in
default of so doing, his Location Ticket to be null
and void, unless satisfactory reasons are given why
the same could not be performed, in which-case dis-
cretion is left you to act thereupon with equity and
justice towards the individual.

9th. Every person who shall be located, shall be
held to clear the entire front of his half-lot, by the
depth of one acre from the front, within two years
from the date of his Location Certificate ; and in de-
fault thereof, shall forfeit his right to the half-lot
for which he may have been located, but at the same
time, shall be entitled to his grant of such half-lot,
upon producing the certificate of the Agent of the
Township in which such lot is situate, of the per-
formance of the above conditions, at any time before
the expiration of the two years allowed for the per-
formance of the said conditions.

10th. You will take care to reserve and point cut
the ground for bye-roads to communicate from one

+
b
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range to the other, and with the roads running in
front of the lots ; which bye-roads you will lay out
at convenient distances from each other, as near on
the division lines of the lots as practicable, five per
cent. being allowed for that object.

11th. With reference to the Crown and Clergy Re-
servations, you will be governed by the diagram here-
uanto subjoined ; and you are to refrain from grant-
ing such parts of the Township under your superin-
tendance, as you may think proper to be retained in
" the power of the Crown, for its future disposition,
according to the circumstances accompanying the
settlement of that Township, of which you will give

" an early communication to Government.

12th. You are to consider yourself as the guar-
dian of the ungranted lands of the Crown, and of the
Reservations in block, or otherwise, set apart for the
future disposition of His Majesty, within the limits
of the Township under your superintendence ; and as
such you are to report te this office the trespass and
depredations committed thereon, that instructions
may in consequence be given to the Law Officers of
the Crown, to prosecute the individuals concerned.

13th. You will be entitled to a per-centage of five
acres on every hundred located by you as Agent, and

it will be optional with you to take in each range -

your per-centage on the lands located therein, or to
select it in block in the rear of each half of the Town-
ship ; but it is to be understood that the same" will
be secured to you by Letters Patent, so soon only as
the conditions of settlement shall have been complied
with by the settlers on their respective lots.

~
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14th. In consideration of postage, stationery, &c.

 you will be entitled to demand for yourself, upon each

Location made by you, a sum of two shillings and
six-pence, accounting to the Clerk of the Executive
Council, and Surveyor-General, for their fees respec-
tively. '

15th. You will consider yourself as linked with
the office of His Majesty’s Surveyor-Goneral, and
through him make all your reports or communica-
tions to the Governor.
By His Excellency’s Command.
Castle of St. Lewis,

QuEBEC, 182

Civil Secretary.
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appENDIX K,

List of Agents for the undermentioned Townshzps.

NAMES OF AGENTS.

In the District

Major B. Colclough,
Captain G. C. Colciough,

Reverend Dr. Burton,

*Major A. C. Muir,

*J. M. Perkins, Esquire,
*Thomas Barron, Esqr.
*Capt. Read, R. S. Corps,
*Daniel De Hertel, Esqr.
*Adjutant Wolfe, h. p.
60th Regt.
*Ruggles Wright, Esqr.
Philimon Wright, Esqr.

TOWNSHIPS. of Montreal,
and what
o County.
Kildare, Warwick.
Rawdon, Leinster.
Kilkenny, Effingham.
Abercrombie, ’
Gore or Township
in rear of York.

Argenteuil,
Wentworth,
Chatham,
Grenville, .
Lochaber,
Buckingham,

and

East half of
Templeton.
West half Templeton,
Hull,

Eardley,

EY)

bhl

b

»

»

”»

»

»

N. B.—Those names distinguished by an asterisk are indi-
viduals recommended, and who have not received their Let-
ters of Appointment or Instructions.
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APPENDIX F.

ITINERARY of Distances travelled by the Surveyor-General,
in his official Tour through the New Settlements of the
Province, belween the 24t§J uly and 27th Oclober, 1824,
deduced from the reputed distances from place to place.

= Reputed distances

= in Miles.

From Quebec to Montreal, - - 180
Montreal to Terrebonne, - - 18
Thence to McKenzie’s Mills, near Rawdon line, 36
In Rawdon to the 7th Range inclusive, and va- 25

rious traverses, - - % : 0
Thence to Kildare, - - - 20
Distance travelled in same, - - 18
Thence back to Rawdon, - - 20
Thence to New-Glasgow, by St. Roch, most 37

practicable route, - - % ,
Thence to Kilkenny, - - - 9
Thence back to Terrebonne, - - 30
Thence to Montreal, - - - 18
Thence to St. Andrews, (North River,) - 45
Thence to Grenville, - - - 16
Thence to Hull, (by Steam-Boat,) - 60
Distances travelled in various directions through 94
, that Township, - -
Thence to Eardley & back again to Wright Village, 23
Thence down to Grenville, 1n a bark canoe, and 70

stops in the intermediate Townships, %
Distances travelled in and through Grenville, in 2 18

various directions, - -
Thence down to St. Andrews; - - 16
Thence up to the Chiite .Mills, (at Captain 7

Barron’s, in Argenteuil,) - }
Thence into Chatham, through the same into the

11th and 12th Ranges, thence into Went- 30

worth and through Argenteuil to the North
of a small Lake, and back to Capt. Barron’s,

Thence to St. Andrew’s village, - 7
From St. Andrews to Riviére i la Graisse, and, 2 50
through Vaudreuil, to Montreal,

—

Carried over, 777
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Distances
in Miles.
Brought forward, 777
Thence to Riviére a la Guerre, in the own-z 60
ship of Godmanchester, -
Thence up the Riviére i la Guerre, visiting the
: Emigrant Settlements, and to Huntingdon} : 15
Village on the Chateauguay River, '
Thence through the Emigrant Settlements in the
Western parts of Hinchinbrook and by dif-% 24
ferentroutes, back to Huntingdon Village,
Thence through Hinchinbrook and Hemming- 38
ford, to Schreivers in the latter Township, %
" Thence Northward to the fifth Range and into
" the new Settlement, formed upon the 14
Crown Reserves, back again and around
through Reserve Settlements, -
Thence from Schreivers, through part of Hem-
mingford, and by Champlain Village (be- 15
ing the most practicable route) to Odell
Town, - - - .
~ Thence to Brisbane’s, on the River Richelieu, 4
near Lacolle Mills, - }

Manor, and round the head of Missisqui Bay,
Thence to Frelighsburgh, near St. Armand vil{ ge,
Thence travelled into ?)unham, Northward, an 12
back to Freleighsburgh, L.
Thence, from Freleighsburgh, to PinnaclejMoun-

Thence to Philipsburgh, by the route of Caldwell} 90
12

tain, ascending the same, and back again -9
to Freleighsburgh, - -
From thence, by Rich%ord Mills, to Doctor Gil-} 15
man’s, in the Township of Potton,
Thence to Lake Memphramagog, - 7
Thence down the Lake, Northward, to Oilstone :
Island, and back upon Owlshead Mountain, 10
and thence proceeded to Harvie’s, in Stan-
stead, on said Lake, - -
Thence to Stanstead Village, - - 12
From thence, South, to the Province line, and 6
back to the Village, - -
Thence to Hatley, - - - - 12
Thence to Compton, - - - - 8
Thence to Sherbrooke Village, - - 17

Carried over, 1087
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Distances
in miles.

. Brought forward, 1087

Distances travelled in visiting part of Ascot & Hatley, 11

From Sherbrooke, through Brompton, down the

River St. Francis to Shipton, - 24
Thence to Cook’s, in Kingsey, - - 15
Thence to Wear’s, - - - 5
Thenceto Drummondville, - 12
Thence to St. Francis (Abenequis,) Vlllage, 18
Thence to Wurtele’s Mills, - 13
Thence to Upton Settlements, on Rmsseau des 12

Chesnes, and back to the Mills, - }
Distances in the visit of said Settlements, - 7
From the Mills to Sorel, - - 18
Thence to Quebec, - - - 135

—

Total distance, 1357

<
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ApPPENDIX (.

List of Documents accompanying the manuscript Re-
port referred to in the printed ome, of which a
recapitulation of the Statistical part only is given
in Appendiz B.

A

Documents Nos. 1, 2, and 3, respecting the Survey of
- the Beach at Montreal.

N° 1. Suatistical statement of Rawdon.

BB

Z
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Mol PeQe &«

Plan and Report of Survey of Encroachments upon
the first Range of that Township.

.‘Statistical Statement of Kildare.

Do. do. of Eardley.
Do. do. of Hull.

Leases of Clergy Reserves in Hull.
Plan of Wright Village, in Hull.

Statistical Statement of Templeton.

Do. do.  of Buckingham.

Plan of part of Buckingham, exhibiting a section of
Riviére aux Liévres, and site for a Village.

Respecting Mr. Bigelow’s improvements therein,
Statistical Statement of Lochaber.

Sundry Documents respecting the proposed settlement
of Emigrants in that Township, and in others on
the Ottawa.

Statistical Statement of Grenville.

Plan of the Village, general position of the Military
Canal, &ec. :

Agents Returns of Locations to the Surveyor-General.

. Statistical Statement of Chatham.

Do. do.  of the Gore of Land in the rear
_ of the Seigniory of Argenteuil.
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