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FROM

Robert Wandal, ELsquive,

TIIL

COMMISSIONER APPOINTED “«UNDER AND BY VIRTUE OF " AN ACT PASSED IN THE
ELEVENTH YLAR OF HIS MAJESTY'S REIGN,

ENTITLED,

4
“An Act to grant a further lan to the Welland Canal Company and

1o regulate their firther operalions.”

——.
FEBRUARY 8th, 1831.
S

ALSO ¢ THE REPORT OF SELFCT COMMITTFF OF TIIE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY, APPOINTED TO CONSIDER THE PE-

TITION OF THE PRLSIDEMT AND DIRECTORS OF THE WELLAMND CANAL COMPANY ;

AND

THE BILL REPORTED BY THEM TO TIIE HOUSE.

ORDERED BY THE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY TO BE PRINTRD. ,
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YORK:
JAMES BAXTER, Pruvten.
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SECOND REPORT, &c.

—w

To His Bzcellency, Sir John Colborne, K, C.

B. Lieutenant Governor of the Province (o{
Upper Canada, Major General Command-
ing His Majesty’s Forces therein, &c.&c. &e¢.

May 11 rLEAsE Your ExcerLEncy:

The Report which I had the honor to
lay before Your Excellency eight months ago
contains a full account of my proceedings under
the anthority of the Canal Act up to that period.
The following statements are a continuation-of
the same subject. .

In November last I examined the Deep Cut,

and found that its banks had sustained no addi- '

_tional injury; but that they remained in the
condition stated in my former report.

Since the month of July last seven hundred
and ninety-seven cords of stone have boen faid
on the dam at Dunnville in the Grand River,—
That work is now in good condition; substan-
tial and likely to prove permanently useful. It
may possibly require a few additional cords of
stone yearly for eight or ten years to come.

The inclined plane at or near its centre, is
seventy feet long and thirty wide, having a fall
of one feot-in ten ; at each end of the damis an
abutment filled with stone. The embankment
has been improved within the last eighth months.
It is now fifieen hundred feet in length; seven-
ty-five feet wide at base, and fifteen at surface,
twelve feet high, with a piling for a breakwater
extending from the dam three-fourths of its
length. Three waste wears are placed at the
south side of the dam; one of which is one
bundred and fifty feet, one one hundred and
thirty feet, and the third two hundred and ten
feet in length, At Dunnville there are three
Saw Mills, a Grist Mill, and Carding Machine,
all of them in full operation.

The state of the Locks justifies the expecta-
tions I formerly expressed : with some little re-

pairs they have been kept in good order during -
the past season:

The feeder, extending from the Grand River
to Robinson, is in length about twenty-six miles
and varies in depth from feur to six feet. It al-
so answers the purpose of a boat navigation.—
From Brogd Creek to the aqueduct, the width
of the feeder or boat Canal is from thirty-six to
forty-four feet at the surface. From the hread of
the Barefoot Rapids on the Grand River down
to the dam at Dunnville there is a fall of twenty
nine feet. To obtain a feeder from these rapids
for-the Welland Canal weuld, according to'the

. estimate of Mr. Geddes in 1828, costs upwards of.

fifty thousand pounds.

‘To make the Grand River navigable from
Brantford to Dunnville for boats it is estimated
by Cusack and Lewis that eight or nine locks of
four to five feet lift would be required, with
dams, involving ‘an expenditure of seventeen
thausand five hundred pounds,

A towing pathis now in progress from the
Grand River dam to the Mouth of 1he River, a
distance of four and three quarter miles., The
expense is estimated at (ive hundred pounds.—
From five to six thousand dollars are to be ex-
pended in a dredging scow, long boats, and ware-
houses at -the meuth of the Grand River, by
which to hasten the transit of goods and produce
between Lakes Erie and Ontario at the opening
of the navigation in the spring, .

The towing path from the locks at. the head
of the Deep Cut to the mouth of the Chippa-
wa Creek will cost about one thonsand pounds :
two thirds of this distance have been completed,

A detailed statement of the improvements
made within the last eight months, or in progress

at Port Dalhousie, is annexed to this report and
marked A. :

In September last I accompanied Mr. Sa-
muel Keefer the Engineer, in a survey of the
North shore of Lake Erie and the Niagara river
ftom the mouth of the Grand River to the mouth
of the Welland, the distance being sixty one
miles thrirteen and a hulf chains: the particu-
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lars of that survey are appended to this Report,
marked B, - .

Messrs. McDonell, Barrett, Lefferty and
myself were appoinied by the Board of Directors,
a Committce to examine and report on the da-
mges sustained by the Indians and others in
cou$:quence of raising the Dam at the Grand
River; and as an enquuy into complaints made
by individuals of injury done them by the opera-
tions of the Company became a part of my dn-
ties under the Canal Act, I accompanied Mr.
George Keefer Junior, and Mr. McDonell in
August last on a survey and examination of the
diowned lands on the Grand River up to the
head of the Delaware Flats, A copy of Mr.
Keefers Estimates, with remarks, is hercunte
subm tied to Your Excellency’s consiteration,
numbered or marked C.

In the months of Soptember and Qctober last
I took soundings ot the mouth of the Grand
River, at the sand-bar, at its entrance. The
depth of the channel is four feet and it shifts its
place. The width of the bar is a chain and a
half ; and twerty chajns from the mouth of the
River, the depth is fifteen féet on the bar; in
other places than the channel, the. depth vories

. from one anda half to three and a half feet.

I examined the several Bays and Inlets on the
Lake, commencing with the Bay in front of
Fuwiry’s Lot, township of Moulton, Boulton’s
tract ; ata distance of thice hundred feet from
the beach or north shore, the depth of water
increases from four.to ten feet ; at nine hundred
feet distance, the depth is fourteen feet, and at
sixteen hundred feet it increases to ‘twénty two
feot. ‘This Bay is much exposed to South West
winds—its bottom is rocky. '

Baulton’s Bay in the.same townships is in front
of lot numbar five Boulton’s Tract ; at a distance
of ninety feet from the beach or nor.h shoie
opposite Cranberry Creek, the' depth of water
is four feet; thence out ope hnndred and fitty

—feet, the dopth incieases tp five and a half, six
and six and a half feet; in the centre of the
Bay at three hundred feet seven and a half, at
six hondred feet nine §: at nine hundred feet ten.
A quarter of a mile from the shore the depth is
fourteen 'feet, and seventy chains out it is five
fathoms: this bay is well covered from South
West and Westerly winds by Bluff point:and by
a small Xoint below Furry’s—it has a sandy bot-
tom. An estimate of the expenso of complet-

ing the Canal to this Bay.i attached to this re-
port and- Matked'¥. ' miy r ,m"trlgs on 'Kinpard’s

Bay and Gray Biel's Bay topether.with estimates.

by ‘the Engineér, aig’ciitored in the Appendix,,

tiarked D.'ang B: » 7" -0

“a3
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SECOND REPORT._

Gravelly Bay is situated in the township of
Humberstone, in front of Lots number twenty-
six, twenty-seven and twenty-cight. It scems
formed by nature for a harbour, being protected.
on the West and South East sides by rocky,
shoals, the first extending five hundred and fifiy
yards from thesho einto the Lake and the so-
cond five hundred and sevemy yards. Between
the extreme points of these shoals there is a
grand entrance of six hundred and twenty yaids
into deep water,-a capacious basin with a sandy
bottom. A description of Gravelly Bay with
the soundings and distances will be found on the
map of the Niagaia peninsula which accompa-,
nies this report. t

It will thence be seen that the depths of wa.'
ter at the entrance of the bay Le ween the shoals,’
varies from eight to twenty-five feet, leaving a
channel adapted to ships of any burthen; that'
the soundings in the bay from the North shore,
in aline to the entiance seven hundred and se-
venty yards, varies frum seven to twenty-five
feet; that from the beach atlot number twenty-'
seven traversing the "eurve of the bay to thc
South . Eustern shoal, midway, the depths are
seven, ten, eleven, twelve, eleven and a half, ten
and a half, eleven, thirteen, twelve and eleven;
that opposite Steel’s Tavern, between lots twen-
ty-nine nnd thirty, West, beyond the Bay, the,
depth of water thres hundred fect out in the!
Lake is only five feet ; -that fourhundred & fifty,
feet out it is a futhom ; six hundred, seven feet;,
niné hundred, cleven feet; twenty chains, four-
teen feet; forty chains, three fathoms; and that,
two.hundred yards South of Sugar Loaf* Point,
which lics in a South West diréction from the
North shore of the Bay the depth of wator is se-
ven'foet : four hundred and forty chains out it is
ton feet. n

‘' Theland adjacent to Gravelly Bay is, first,
4 narrow ridge or bar of sund, then descending
to a marsh, beyond which is ‘a swamp,”

Gravelly Bay appears to me to possess very
superjor, advantages for a harbour at. which to
terminate the Ship Canal; it is the best aud the
decpeston the Coast and also ilie nearest to the,
Aqueduct. 'The line of, cutting described on
the Map extends five miles one thousand -threc
hundred and twenty yards to the ncarest point
of the Ship Canal, but as it;is probable, that in
chaosing the most favoralle ground for excava-
tion it tyould be found expedient to depart from
a straight course, the extent of Canal tohe made
thight perhaps exceed. in length six milas+—(See
Appendix, G.) . o

-t 11;'} i . - U Y S A
. I pérsonally exnmined tho route ftom Bonlton’s
Bay:-acdrosd the countty tothe Canal feeder, ul:

5
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-govthe surveyed routes fiom—Kinnaird’s, Gray-
bigls and Gravelly Bays, to where they intersect
ihﬁ:"(}andl. T

+ .\ have reason to believe the reports of the En-
. ginecrs concerning these routes, to ‘e generally
ciprect,  With regard to the estimates of ex-
‘pénse of excavation, they are,. at; best, tonjecs
tafal. The distance that would be <aved in na-
ﬁ‘guting the Canal from Lrko to.Lake by opea-

fig a sloop navigation an the shortest Ronte from*

4

I{-’ig.ko Eiie to Lake Ontario would be forty-one
?W"s thirty-seven chains. ol Ay

ﬁ;ﬁ! have examined into the mode of dving, busi-
'Fg%s‘ letting out and’ mewiwing work done by

’ ;’W ntract ; und generally into the pecuniary af- -

fairs of the Canal, and find no great cause of
complaint.

In the statdments of the last annual report of
the Canal Directors I fully concur ; and cansider

theinintended application for a farther loan jus-

tificd by the condition of the work, and the ad-
vantrges that arc anticipated from its early com-
pletion.

"Fhis geport’i§ accompanied by a profile of the
Canal, a Map of the Niagaia Peninsula and an
Oficial Copy of the Report of the Board of Di-
rectors of the Welland Canal hetein before re-

ferred to. , ©
S ROBERT RANDAL.
York, 4th Febraary, 1831, .



REPOR'T
ON PETITION OF PRES'IDEIIWT AND DIRECTORS OF THE.
. WELLAND CANAL.
~ge e “

To the Hanoz‘:rabla the House of Assembly,

The Committee to whom was referred the
petition of the President and Directors of the
Welland Canal Company, praying for certain
alterations in the laws relative to said Company
and also praying for such further aid by way of
loan as on examination may be deemed sufficient
to enable the said Company to complete the
Cunal to that point on Lake Erie most advan.
tageously situated for the formation of u harbour;

RespecrruLLy Rerporr,

That your Commiitee have exathined and
considered the various matters referred to them
and they feel grent satisfaction in being enabled
to stite, that this work, so important to the com~
mercial interest of the Province, has been so far
completed that a communication for vessels from
Lake Ontario to Lake Erie isnow opened by way
of the Niagara River,

Although this route cannot bo 2o advantage=
ous to the Province, or to the Company as the
one coniemplated by an extension of the Canal
to a port on Lake Erie, yot it has already
drawn so much attention and proved the utility
of theconnection between the Lakes so fully
that the necessity of a thorough completion of
the work is, in the opinion of your Committee
a matter no longer to be doubted. In order
however to effect this object 8 considerable ex-
penditure romains to be incurred, and it appears
from the report of the Board of Directors that
the available funds of the Company have been
absorbed by tho engagements of the last season,
Your Committee fully aware that it is decidedly
opposed to tlie interest of the Province fo cone
finethe Company to the one chanael by way of
the Niagara River now completed, have had un-
der their scrions and deliborate consideration

tho manner in which the Company should be
aided,

The estimates of expenditure for the differe;
routes differ’ materially ‘and there are varioix
opinions in relation to the advantages of eacl
The amount of expenditure within any reason -
able bounds is not so important ag.that the mo:;
advantageous harbour should be selected, Th:
interest of the Province and the Stockhalder:
being the same no better prospect of a judicion:
decision can be obtained than by leaving it to th,
determination of the: Directors themselves, th :
larger sum therefore that may be required fo
this purpase should be provided, )

There are however considerations of an im
portant nature which bave induced your Com::
mitteo to propose an entire variation in the man.
ner of making the loan to the Company.

For the present debt due from the Company
to the Province there is no other security thin®
such as shall remain after the debt to the British’
Government shall have been paid. ’

T'he Company havealready discovered that this.
prior lien upon the Canal and its tolls has pre-!
vented their negotiating a loan on their own se-,
sponsibility without providing for the payment of
that debt. It has been presented for the consi.”
deration of the committee 7 that the Province
instead of afferding specific aid for the particu lar,
object merely by borrowing on its own credit apd:
loaning the precise sum required should adopt a
measure that would prevent a pledge of its in.
comes and enable the Company 1o restore to the-
Province the security which it ought to hold
either for the money loaned or responsibility as.
sumed.. In «doing this the Committee have also.
considered what sums might possibly be required
by the Company in order to preduce an advans
tageous and profitable use of the Canal. Asthe
Province will in the event of the recomnienda.
tion being adopted be the sole creditor of theCom-
pany and hold a lien upon the. Canal which shall
prevent the Company ever looking to any other
quarter jt is neces<ary that in the arrangement a
sum should be provided for, within the bounds of
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perfect safety to the province and sufficient for
all the exigencies of the Company.

Your committee therefore propose that autho-
ity shall be given for the issue of the debentures.
of the Province for £200,000, in sums hot leas;
than £200 each to the President and Directors
of the Welland Canal Company, bearin
interest at the rate of five cent. per annu
payable half yearly in London, the puincipal ¢
b}:} paid in 25 years in the same place, and'tha
¢ .

e said debentures be not is.ued to ‘the sai
Company until security shall have been duly
given for the punctual payment of the interest
and principal, of these debentures, as your
Committee have particularly-proyided for in the
bill which they have prepared, The Committee
liave been governed in naming this sum more by
the conviction that the security which will be gi-
ven is abundantly sufficient for the Province, than
by. any opinion that this whole amount will ne-
cessarily be used by the Company, v

The result of the examination thoy have given
this branch of the subject enable them to state
the following as the probable situation of the com-
pany subsequent to this arrangement,

The dobt- to the Imperial Govern-
meht. '-.o-tlt-.------..n..o'-n-£55,555 10 0

The d“ebt to the Frovince,..........’50,0(')0 0 .0

Expenses of extending the Canal
to Lake Erie, including barbour
and contingentexpenses, say,....50,000 0 0

i

Provision to be made for one years
interest on the £200,000 in ad- )
Vancc,..--‘--..-.»-.-..-....10,000 0 0

Interest due upon Jmperial and
Proyincial Loans,..c.ecueasas

The amount of balance thus left will not be more *
than may be required to enable the Company to
give the requisite aid to forwarding by being
prepared to pass vesscls and boats with the ne-
cessary despatch, ‘ t

This statément is exhibited to show what may
bo required from the company and that the sum of
£200,000 currency is not too large to' put under
their command, should the Imperial Government

an -

‘9
dowhat may reasonably be expected, the compa-
ny will then be enabled to retire the ameunt they

shall allow under their former contract to pay a
partof the debt jucurred by this engagement,

The Committce have had presented to them
correspondence and other information that give
assurance of immediate business on the Canul,
gt ll:amust sufficient to pay the interest on the whole

ebf.. ,

4"  They feel therefore confident that the Pro-

vince by making this arrangement will be in a
better situation than it now is, and the operatjons
of the Company be unfettered by pecuniary dif-
ficulties which must embarrass their proceedings,
subject them to exactions, otherwise to be avoide
ed, and render a desirable result doubtful which
may thus be made ‘certain. The Committee
have bestowed upon this branch of the applica-
tion much attention and have tredted it more
fully owing to its groat importande,

The other objects embraced in the petition of
the Directors they have also examined and are of
the opinion that the prayer of the ‘petition in re-
lation te them ought to be granted.

The difficulty which has occurred in some few
instances with rogard to the compensation to
-owners of property ought to be provided for se
far as Legislative enactment will conduce to that
object. A clause has therefore been added with
advi?w to remedy. the inconvenience complain-
ed of. .

The Company will also, if the aid recommend-
ed by the committee shall be afforded by the Legis-
latyre, be teleased from pecuniary embarrassment
and enabled promptly to pay to Tndividuals the
amount of dampges assessed which heietofore
they could not do for want of means.

" The Committee have prepared a Bill to meet
these various objects, which they beg leave to
present with this report, All which is respect-
fully submitted, )

H J. BOULTON,
Chairman,

Commiittee Room,
Commons’ House of ,Assembly,}
February 11th, 1831,

¢ ¢



| DRAFT
| Oj‘{z,'Bz’ll Repoited by the Select Commattee to which was referred the Petition
' of the- President and Directors of the Welland Canad Company. |

,
¢ .
- s ! ‘ ' FT—

An’ Act velative fo the Welland Canal Compa-+of every deseription, and no chargre of toll made
" ny and for graating suck further gid as they therefor, or for bout ot constricted for or used
may require fur ‘completing the said canal ‘in luke uavigation, which miy enter and'use the
and the purposes.thereof, ' . " Welland ll{w,er'dnly, through said eut.

v

. Whereas sothe doubts' have arisén relative 16 Anrd be it, &c. That the second and ¢leventh
the.powers of the sail company in adopiting the clansesof the Act to grant a further loan to ‘tho
mcasures requisite for tho construction of their Welland Canal Company ahd’to. regulats their
canal and the occupation of the ground nocessa- fyrther operations, passed 6th Murch, 1830, by
1y therefor, both”at the Grand and Welland yhich'ite suid compiny are restricted from ex-
Rivers, and it is proper such doubts should be (endirigsaid canal tb Lake Erie without™farther
removed by express enactircnt, the object of this Legislative provision for that purpose, ‘and the
improvement in the internal navigation, requir- 15:h and 16th clauses of the’ Act “passed April
ing that the powers of occupation and jurisdic- 13th, 1825, eptitled “An Act to: repoal part of
tion, should for this purpose be more certainly 3nd extend the pq&vi«ipg\s of an a¢t passed in the
dofined, as vested:in said company. .w  fourth year of his present Majesty’s veifn, enti-

- Mhat'the Prosi s tled Y*An Act to incoiporate cértain 'persons
af,Iflielt’\é; ‘ii;Eg1%‘};;,?63;‘::&‘::;;’;:“3 g:csgff thercin named u(n:dcr the style and title of the
‘mitted to occupy such poition of the Grand ]W eltmd C-.\y'x?l 4 ;inpany, h?’. and-the same are
Rivor or River Ousc and the land adjoining the 1ereby repealed. o A
.same from.the upper part of the dam erected by
.the said Company across the sante and thence
.to the mouth of, the said Riveras mazy' be no-
cessary for a towing path ware houses and oth-
er buildings or erections and to: impiove the
navigation thereof by .the use of dredging' ma-
.chines and otherwise, and that the said Com-
pany shall have the ptivilege to extend their ca-

nal for ship navization to the said Girand River bitrators shull be allowed for” every day of their

and to any other By or Harbor on Lake Erie, o = ; ; fteati
X f . ance to the duties of such @
to the Eastward from the mouth of the said River attendance s L oh arbitration, the

and geeupy the sdmd. as.aforesaid, as they may swoi of . con e

think the public convenience and the interest of . Aund Whereas the Welland Canal Company
the said Company may requjre: and tho said are indebted to the Provincial Government. of
Companv are also hereby anthorised in order to Upper Canada in a_large sum of money and
render the new channél made by, them'across a are also indebted to His Majesty’s’ Government
point of jand, between the Niagara and Welland in the sum of £50,000 sterling, and further aid
Rivers more easily navigable, to throw a dam iy'still required to completo the -said Canal in
across the natural channel of the, Welland River, the way that will be most beneficisl as a public
and that their jurisdiction under the limitations work : Aud whereas the lich held by His Ma-
of their charter shall be extended over all such jesty's Home Government for the £50,000 ster-
works and improvements, as they arc or shall be ling has a -preference to the claim of the Pro-
authorized to make, provided however that in viace : In order therefore to render the security
checking the current by throwing a dam across of the Province more perfect and to enable the
the Welland River, every facility in their power Welland Canal Company to accomplish the ob-
shall be given to pass 1afls of timber or lumber ject of theii lacorpotation, sud also to pay the

- bs
¢

And be it &¢. That scmmme——— shall o
Avrbitrators to settle and ‘award the damages sus-
Aained by individuals, whose preperty has been
injured by the operatjons of the Company, and .
with whom the Comgany have ot agrecd or can-
not agree, and whase claims huve not been ad-

~justed, under former faws, whose decision, shall
be final between the partics; and the said Ar-

‘o



WELLAND CANAL BILL.

debt of £50,000 Sterling due to His Majesty’s
Government and to redeem the Debentures of
the Provincial Government issued for money
loaned to them and payable within a short time:

Be it, &c. That whenever the said Welland
Canal Company shall have executed a boand in
duc form, conditioned for thepunctual payment

_of th interest and principal of such debentures
as-shill by the authority of this Province be is-
sued for their benefit, and shall alse have execut-
ed a morigwe upon the Canal and the tolls
thoreon as collateral security for the performance
of the sajd condition, then it shall und may be
Jawful, and the Receiver General is hereby re-
quired, to issue and deliver to the directoss of tho
said Company, the Debentures of this Province
to the amount of £30,000, in sams not less than
£200 erch as may bo required by said Ditectors
payable to the order of said Company at the ex-

Dpiration of 25 years, from the passing of thisact
with interest at the rate of five per cent. per an-
num, semi-annually in the City of Loundon, at
such placo as shall be named by the said Compa-
ny aad published in two newspopers of said City,
at least three months before sach interest shall
become due and whenever any change in the
place of pagment shall be made, such notice shall
again be given in the same manner.

And be it, &c. That the Receiver General
may‘fiom time to time issue such further De-
bentures, in the same forin as may be required by
the said Board of Directors, to the amount of
£150,000 Canada currency, making the whole
issue of Dcbentures to said Company not ex-
ceeding £200,000 Conada currency, with which
Decbentures the said Company, shall be required
to raise a sum sufficient to pay the dobt of the
Province, incurred. for the Loan to them of
£50,000, und pay the same inte the Treasury of
the Province; and- the Recciver General is

11

hereby required to use the said money for the
redemption of the debentures issued for the loan
to said Company. And thesaid Company are
also required to remove the lien of His Majesty’s
Guvernment by paying off the same or procuring
a discharge therefrom. The remainder of mo-
ney so raised by the Debentures aforesaid, the
company arc authorised to use in any manner
they may deem expedient for such purposes and
objects as the beneficial and acuve use of the
Canal may require.

And be it &ec.~That it shall be the duty of
the Directors in the appropriution of their tolls
to make provision for the payment of the‘inter~
est of the aforesaid Debontures pursuant to their
tenor, sufficient for one year in advance and to
have that sum always at their command before
any dividend of profits to the $tockholders shall
be declared ; and further in their annual report to
the Parliament they shall particulaily name the
place and manner in which the same is deposited
or invested.

And be it &c~—That all such Dobenturés
with the interest thereon and all charges incident
or attending the same shall be and are hereby
charged and chargeable upon the fund provided
by the securities given for the 1epaymont thereof .
by the said Welland Canal Company and if at
any time satisfactory provision shall not have
been made, in the manner named in the prece-
ding cluse for the payment of thé interest and
the principal when_due, it shall then be lawful
and the is hereby vequired in the name
and by the authority of this Province to take
possession ol the said Canal and appoint such
agents, collectors and other officeisas may be
requisite fo manage the same, and deposit and
apply the proceeds thereof to the puyment of*
the interest and principal aforesaid.

FINIS.



