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B xistente i varous s d‘ the vorl «1 of “‘“8’5 of & t.v (or 36 ~ght. “‘ fed a "
it }‘ed];udﬁ; Mg!ﬁat By a eluster of star in thd neek g:" ba wbnsteliation TDU&:%
i By - the weven sters,” the Plolades, wis fhor ih' TR tme ducovered. in 1 '
gikfaten > imow 1:copte iby alt those ast MS?“;’ whe hd“iv?"‘d % ¥iz; ﬂ" Astro-

uﬂmpl at}? iz in mm NasW Yo remste ngh to hav
heavans; the fédivals and igﬁcﬁm!‘ai labotrs of the year, i
'Si:m u,pﬂ divigjons, sometimes inte four. and ocf‘xaiqua!) into three. - ‘
The gren annual fetival among somewvages takes ‘in K&vmbur for three days, oni
Adt ﬁllkwnve. All Saints and- All soals being fossil memorials ot it on vut calendar. The Pleiader
t%en are visiblo sl night h)ngl e, dmv rise AU «anwtt, culminate or crows the Meridian (onlled
5%uthing,” as they are the Sowth.) at mignight, asd set 41 suorise. In some places this tostival
© takes place a little enrlier, when thewe atars are §rat soon in.the evening i. e. October, They continue
‘visible at’ that time, rilu‘ng howover earlivr aad etsiier awlfl ic Februar d they calminate at sunset, -
nd net at midright; atd sbout the tirst May they vet 8'sunset and thérefore become invisible. For
“44 days their * prowitation 7 takes place, they tppear above, the eastern horizon at early
riawn, - Hence fn Polynesia :he- year is divided generally it two sessons, “the Pleiades
above,” and « the Pleindes batow ;” the firat 1 fro !{whmmm when thone stars are invisible
in the twilight: and the second is from Novembean when those stars oontinge visible at that
time. Among =omc racea these Lwo divisions pe :Wrsﬂ to Fetwuary and August, when thowe
wtars culminate £t siinot and saorise respectiely. There are two other times during which some,
rieer hoid festivals, wiz ; when these atam rgppear: and alwo in July. when the siars in the Belt of -
¢xion and perhaps Sirins, almoat in the sawe fine. are all visible wbove the horizon at early morning.
: Hencw these datew are, 1st. in the -midle of November, (or in October occasionnally); 2nd.
é towards the end of Fobruar) 3rd. abou May 15t or eariy in Juno. 4th. about the end ot August
¢

¢ heginpiag of Scptember (oemmonakt also in July.)
Qu.1.— Do the tribes with whin you are mluumad know and observe the Pleindes, or do they

b ragulate fostivel by thome stare.
go any ¢f their fostivalaake place at the times named by me, and what are these fmvals,
e mwﬁw muds utedeerymce. o

3.~What is the nam# of the Pleiades in the [ndian dialect and what doea it mean ?
—-th in tho name of the fastival, (if any). regulated bv them, its name in Indian, and iin

mmnmg or origin *
5. —Also the name of Sirius, the three stars in the belt of Orion, the five stars in the bead ot~

Tnarns, (the Hyades) ?

FESTIVALS. * SR
B.—A Fraat of the Dead in commemoration of ancestors am! deccased relatives, vewy T
srencrally takes place st the time of new years festival. Tt lasta three days and is generally he'd
at waht, beginning at sunse:. It is sometimes aiso & sort of thankgiving or harvest home ; and the
newn fire is then kindled. Among some Americanr rares there is sach n festival held everyﬁ or 9
vears, snd regalated by the Pleisdas. The desd are removed then to the tribal burial place, and il
Yhoe: alvesdy “buried there are taken up sud wrapped in fresh fum. ' .
These foasts are sagempanied by bon Hres, zames und sham fighta. ‘
(u.—Have you founi any traces of this annual feast of the dead ; if s0 what is . ity vame, and
what does it signify ; wien dooe the feast bexin, how lang does it last, how is it observed and Mw
with W of observemce regulated ?
%.—Does the femival of the dead also take place smong theso Iadians at lo intervals tl*n
+ vear? If so, is i reguisted by the Pleiades sad how. Give aleo ite Indian name and i
gumwible ite meaning. Ls their festival strictly tribal, and confined to kindred races ? .

WOMAN'S FESTIVALL' o

It iz «aid that thm is & peculiar festival, ‘*raceable mong uome mbes,
Woman's Patival.” The watriors assemble in Lwo converging lines formin X nile
, the V 5 wostna; whone T ficlay $3-without - blumivh - pﬁ\i\gl % pileaol'pp is. .
. that is withoat 8 mark againg: bes, paseses up the line ami recsives s pmm.
P No woman who has beas guilty of an indiscretion dare approach, as say \un-ior who ks
.k i, is boand to shoot her. 1
There:is also & tesma! (perbaps the samec as fbmgomg)\at which women, on meﬁng m.

kise ﬁ:«e‘ pel them to'give a present as a forfsit. E
boyou hmw ofoa&er of these, and when they mm aiad what mtheirmn el T
and ongm. i . a; ; : ‘%‘{
< PERIODS OR AGES. T o
’ the Bloekfeet (and probably amung other tribes,) are tm:of s bolhfd‘ ﬁm Toltus S
d‘ﬂexieo :ﬁ ’ 2

of Asjatic Nationg, that the worid bas paied orm @ Mfw.
Theas Wd‘m thourand of yesrs. a zreat ;mphom - N’qj havigu& -
) AN vmeh !!wﬁmd.ch was bariad in the Blackfect cound Xy v
X N you foand any traces of this. If x0,3 e Mﬂeu Mﬁ
ofl!‘hat nmes you supply. S \ : v




_ him danced, shedding sweet influences.”

REIIGIOUS IDEAS CONNBOTED WIfH THE FORM AND POSITION OF THE PEMIADES.."
When the Pletades &re on the meridian §. e, direetly soush from line drawn from
ship Argo (or theark) on the southern horizon to s poiato{orhed (or¥ tl:’ ::nith’,"') pl:lenhrout;:
or nar, almoet all-the stars most noted bythe auncient#iand by ssvages—near Sirius or the DogStar’
(the’brightest in the heavens,) thence throngh the three stars in the Belt of Orion, which seem to
point f}lpmhich ’tothth; 'll)ll’el'.‘t‘ez’l ;h::: thx;» the tlf‘iw chn" in the head of the bull, (the Hyades,
one of w is the brillian e n, the eye of the bull) and then ¢ seven *
the Ple';’a:;ee, to the Zenithi’“d O,Y ; ) co throagh * the stars,
stars in the of the bull {Hyados,) /form an hogl i
they are three hours above the horizon, seell( ﬁze in l)limber. Wl?gnethogy :neu;:n l: ’l:rnigil:h;:
can distinguish a larger number of stars composing it. L3
. n;y;tw)nmgb‘ers g, 5 aotg: 7, which ‘are so p‘ob:x!i)rinent :v all ancienf religioms (that of the
e udes) and among modern savages, are d i
® s%l: believe t::; :h there’is l::: in bdd nfuﬁobm."" e od from t?”e vare
10.—~Have you fo ese numbers to be venergted, and are th i ith theee atars
- TIla the'triangle  sacred kymbel, and is S b R s el kv g wart 4
8 in the o urus, what are its hame meaning ? A It
Sbearvod by the Indisas, and what are they calle. Ping T Are all the stars T have named
The form of the Pleiades seoms to have (in a very rude and imperfect ted
symbols, in primitive ages. the idea of a man with gms extend .atros:az)t:i:dgg:aitb v?i:nng{
extended, a tree or bough; and as they arc setting they resemble a tree Iving prostrate, and also
suggest the shape of the « firo stick,” with which tirefvas Kindloed. ' ’ '
13.—Do your Indians attach any such ideas to'thosg stars ?

RELIGIOUS IDFAS XONNECTED WITH THE PLEIADES.

Some teibes believe that their grea. Father (* their ndfather,” who is thei T
resides in the Pleiades, and that his form cawe 8een in-the sh%?e of the;e and of gem: 33::%
stars. Among some Californian tribes it is xatilege to even look at the Pleiades. i
14.—Have you any trace of this belief anmg your Indians. :
When those stars disappear, many tribes béeve that their “ grand father " is sick, and has
died, and they lament his departare; and when thes.stars re-appesr. they rejoice that b b e
again to light and life. % )
15.8Have you found #my traces of this? ’
Sonffe tribes believe thét their Grand father in thePleiades made men ont of the trunk o a
tree, which he found in fAe West. “ At first they had tleir limbe misplaced, one member being
placed in the centre of the forehead. This Great Medicim man remedied their defects. and placed
them in the tree again, and they came forth well formed mehand women.
16—Is there any trace of this “ tree of Life,” or of thistory of an imperfect crestion ?
The Great father then taught the men and the women th rude arts of savage lifé adapted to
their saxes, and gave them all that they now knew or possess, gvi—~ettrned to the Pleinden %éﬁ———m-mw ..
he may still be seen in the sky. ! A
17.—Has this tradition been found by vou ? !

P&RADISE IN PLEIADES.

The Indians of N. A. ganerally believe that thte Pleiades are  the seven dancers,” seveu youths
caught up to the stars, while holding a xacred dance, which they now keep up forever in the skies.

Among some tribes, such as the Blackfeet, each of these “ seven danters™ is called by the
name of a bird, the crow. the partridge. &c. :

18.—Are there traces of thiy, and what are the uames given to the dancers, and is this
celestial dance imitated it the sacrod dances of the Indians, and wAea, and in what manner?® If 0
please be very minute as to namber of dancers, snd all the smaliest details of time and place of

observance of any such dance.
The Greeks called the Pleiades  the duncers; " hence Milton says *and the Pleiades before

The Australians believe tha: the three stars in the Belit of Orion are three medicine men
holding a corroborree or sacred dance, and that the Pleiades are veven women in the skies beating
time for the dancers by clapping their hands. '
19.-—Are there any such ideas connected with the three stars in question among your

Indians ?

ISLANDS OF THE BLESSED.

Among some races the upper sky is supposed to be an ocoan, in which the stars are floating.
The Pleiades are by some regarded as an island to which the spirits of the dead go; and this
Paradise is where the Pleiades set, in the North West-—Sometimes this island is seven islands, and -

sometimes ten. (7 & 3)
20.—Have vou found any trace of this. and if so. is their paradise in the North Weet.

CLIMBING UP TO HEAVEN.

Among some races there is a tradition of an aneestor climbing up by a tree to * the Land

of the Pleiades,” and being instructed on the arts of savage life, wﬁich he taught mankind

on his return ; sometimes it is from a high mountain that their anceéstor reached Paradise.
21.—Have yon found any traces of thie ?

THE GIVER OF RAIN AND OF THUNDER. AND HIS COMPANIONS. |

Among some racex it is believed that their grandfather in the Pleiade is the giver of rain and
causes thunder, and makes the earth fruitful.

There are also three damsele, the spirits of the squasb, the hean, and the maise, who are
called = our life 7 ¢ onr supporters.” They gave these g:ge to men ; and are clad in the leaves aund
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flowers of there plants. They closel }-?mua he Thro; Graces—and are supposed to reside ¢
Pleiades. “The 'l‘hunderex-x h:;/zo three mﬁfé"*miomu ” who are his ministers. o the
'21‘2. I(I}nv&ylgn lil"ound a‘lﬁg@ laéea of these ideas ? : e P
he Great Father in the'Pleiades is supposed to aséume thoe form of a huge bird, an eagle, or
condor, or white owl, which 18 called ¢ the thunder bird.” ge ' sagle, or
23. Have you met with this idea ?

THE CROSS, THE TRIANGLE, AND THE SEVEN STARS.

Among almost all savages the cross (either the greek cross +, or the tan cross, T) is a
sacréd symbol, and is apparently connected with the Pleiades, and with rain, also with healing, as
a talisman. Many tribes mark objects with a red croes, their clothes, or houses, or canoces. Some-
times this symbol of healing is a staff, or perhaps the rattle of the medicine man. e

24.—Is there any trace of this prehistorie croes, or of this staff among your tri and do
they connect them with the Pleiades, or with rain, or the gift of corn to man, or with heajng ?

Havs they any symbol like the triangle, and is it gonnected with the Deity, or Wbk ska &
stars in the head of Taurua! Are seven stars a symbol or ornament among them ? .

[ 4

INITIATIONS AND MEDICINE MEN.

There is reason to helieve that among some tribes at the initiation of young warriors, they
believe that the Pleiades lend them strength, and endurance in their ordeal, and come to tell "them
in dreams what their 2>tem shall be, and what their new name shall be ? )

25.—Are there any trace of these ideas ? How many stages of initiation are. there ? Among
most savages there are three.

26.— Are the medicine men initiated, and how many stages of such iritiation are there ?

Do the medicine men connect their ordeals M any way with the great medicine man in the
Pleiades, or with the Nos. 3, 50r 7?

If thix in the case, it may be difficult tc get them to tell you anything on this point, unless
they are pressed closely. Have any tribes known to you any passes or signs only knovn to the
initiated ?

In constructing the wigwam of the medicine mw/among some Canadian Indians the bark of
seven different trees is used. Among the Florida Indiars the inner bark of seven different trees is
ased as fool for lighting the sacred fire —as in India iy the rites of Agni the words are used * fire!
seven are thy fuels, seven are thy tongues, seven are th /'sages, seven way< do seven warship thee, &c.”

Among some Canadian tribes the vapour batt'is heated with seven stones. '

27.—Have you found among your Indians »ny traces of these ideas ?

There is a species of divination by a drum, in beating which the medicine men use words of
which they do not understand the meaning.

28. ~Have you met with this?

P F R I TP

REPLIES.

Pleuse keep these querries. and send (by post

if possible in one month from receipt, such replies as you are able to supply, numbering each
according to the number of the ixestions to which it refers.

By the-let-eidlovenwber, K is possible further information may be obtained by you, which
could be forwarded in the same manner. The fullest particulars will be acceptable, for even though
apparent trifles may seem unworthy of attention, they become of importance when traced in many
-countrics and among various races  Any information akin to that asked for, though rot included
in these queries, would be much valued, and will be duly acknowledged. should they be used in any
work bearing on the customs and traditiona of onr Indians.
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