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“ If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on My Holy

JSÆS» astist rpti sx%
then shaft thou delight thyself In the Lord.”—Isaiah Mii13.

“ Qod has a controversy with the churches about Sabbath desecration. It is a sin of 
which the cry goes up to heaven, and will be reckoned for one day. Let us wash our bauds 
of this Bin and have nothing to do with it. If others are determined to rob God and take 
possession of the Lord’s Day for their own selfish ends, let us not be partakers of their 
sins ."-Ryle.
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CONSTITUTION
OVTH*

jClNGSTON j^ABBATH j^EFOF^MATION ^ 

As Amended at Annual Meeting, 2lit January, «69.

OCIETY

of the Association shall be “The Kingston Sabbath ReformationI.—The name 
Society.”

II—The object shall be to employ every legitimate instrumentality for promo 
ing the sanctification of the Sabbath.

III.—The Society shall consist of persons who “remember the &bbatii day to 
keep it holy," and by money contributions or otherwise aid in preventing its pub
lic desecration.

tee, with power to add to their numbers.
V. —That all Ministers of the Gospel who approve of the objects of the Society 

be ex officio members of the Committee.
VI. —Meetings for the transaction of business shall be called by the Secretary, 

as occasion may require.
VII.—That an Annual Meeting shall be held in January, whenthe 

proceedings of the Society shall be submitted to a new Board of Management.
VIII —That the following be a general outline of the duties of the said Board :

>-T« mssecrated, and 
for securing its better observance.

aSSSESSSSErS
whom their influence extends.

3._Either through the channel of Tract Societies already in existence, or other.
wise, to promote the circulation of some of the best Tracts or small publications 
bearing on the subject.

4 —To endeavour to secure the services of Clergymen, or othor qualified Lec
turers, to visit as many localities in the vicinity as possible, with the view of di- 
reeling public attention to the subject and gettmg kindred societies formed.

g#_7o correspond with similar institutions elsewhere.

over

*

6.— To endeavour, as soon as possible, to get a Canada Sabbath Alliance insti
tuted, which shall consist of delegates from the individual local societies through
out the Province.

7__To keep a watchful eye on the proceedings of the public authorities on this
important question, and to superintend the framing of memorials m favour of the 
abolition of Sabbath labour in the various departments of the public service.

R —To employ any other means for the promotion of Sabbath observance which 
experience may suggest, provided that such means be strictlycircumstances or 

moral and not compulsory.



ANNUAL MEETING
OF THE

Kingston Sabbath Reformation Society,

Htia in the City Hall on the 19th January, 1871.

Rev. K. M. Fenwick, Vice-President, in the Chair.
Prayer by Rev. Professor Mow at.
Address by Chairman.
Abstract of Report read by the Secretary,
1. Moved by Rev. A. Wilson, seconded by Rev. F. W. 

Dobbs, and resolved—
That the Report, of which an abstract has been read, be adopted, 

printed, and circulated, under the direction of the Committee, and that 
the following be the Officers and Committee for the ensuing year 
Officers—President, Neil McLeod, Esq.; Vice-President, Rev. K M. 
Fenwick ; Treasurer, George 8. Fenwick, Esq. ; Secretary, Dr. Mair. 
Committee—Ministers who approve of the objects of the society, James 
Linton G Hardy, W. Massie, J. Shaw, H. Cunningham, A. Chown, W. C. 
Evans,’ Dr. Skinner, J. C. Jack, R. V. Rogers, Sami. Gaw, W. J. Dick, 
J. Chaffey, E. Chown, Major E. B. Wilson.

Hymn—“0, for a thousand tongues.”
2. —Address by Rev. G. Lewis.
Collection taken up.
3.—Moved bv Mr. A. Chown, seconded by Mr. W. P. 

Lacey, and resolved—
That this meeting authorises the Committee of the Kingston Sabbath 

Reformation Society to take such steps as they may deem expedient to- 
ward^caZg a Canadian Sabbath Convention, to deliberate upon such 
matters as may be brought before it in relation to Sabbath observance 
and desecration.

Doxology.
Benediction by Rev. P. Gray.

V



report.
have often been abused and perverted by them

God’s best gifts to men
to the worst of purposes. illustration and confirmation in theThis truth has met with Sequent illustmtmn ^ gignally or 9ignifi.

”d ÏÏSSSK the
sensual indulgence to the for godliness, forgetful that gold
to the usurious man, who mistakes garnirai& , * anddepnv-

rocced to give aing his fellow-men m me brief account of the matters
Your Committee now the past year,

which have chiefly occupied the the death of their friend and

at the meetings of the at.UtJ^ ^m'thc dead which ,11c 1„ the
ÜT^7,thZnsR that the, may real ton thei, Mm, and thel, 

works do follow them.”

we

PETITION TO PABLIAMENT.
y«r Committee forwarded » l>"

General through the Secretary of: S > Esqi)M.P., for present»-

therefore, humUy pray that on takmgtlie p fc ^ Bunday labor shall cease

sSSS&S&sats'.-SK ess :
midnight till Sunday at midnight

nmro f)F CONFERENCE OF BIBLE CHRISTIANS PBOCEEDISGB^F^ONFElth^Tn 0BgERVANCE.
passed by the Conference, and recorded

, ___ IViti Divine o trill of the
The following resolution was

men
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7sssesss
Report kindly pfaced before this Conference by Dr. Mair, through the 
Secretary, has given us unfeigned pleasure and satisfaction. This Con
ference most heartily congratulates the Society on the beneficial results 
already arising from their efforts, and hopes they will be strengthen
ed to prosecute their work until a rightly moulded public opinion shall 
arise in its majesty and power, to resist and rebuke all attempts at Sab
bath desecration throughout our land, and that the legislature, railway com
panies, and all other corporate bodies, may be constrained to remember
the Sabbath day to keep it holy. 4 . - „„„ ...

In the accomplishment of so desirable an object this conference will,
through its executive, lie most happy to co-operate."

REGIMENTAL BANDS PLAYING ON THE LORD’S DAY’.
It was with sorrow notice had to lie taken by the Secretary of an act of 

Sabbath desecration by the playing of the bands of the 47th and 48th 
Battalions in marching to St. Andrew’s Church of this city on Sunday, 
2Gth of June It was the hope ot the Committee that such occurrences 
would not have been allowed by the local military authorities after the 
excellent example set by the Royal Canadian Corps for several years pre
vious to its disbandment, in invariably marching to church without music. 
Although a pledge has not been given by the Commandant that lie 
would prevent such an act of Sabbath desecration in future, it is 
hoped that lie will feel it to be his duty to give an order to that effect so 
that there may be no necessity for appealing to the public to have a stop 
put to such an unseemly trespass on the Lord’s sacred time.

AND UNLOADING OF CARGO ON THE WHARVES 
OF KINGSTON ON THE LORD’S DAY’.

Not much of this kind of Sabbath desecration has been observed during 
last season by the tract distributor visiting ships in harbor on the Lord’s 
Day. A plea of necessity was attempted in one of the cases which tell
UnYour1Cominittee would respectfully urge upon the Police Magistrate 
and the civic authorities the importance of impressing upon the nnnds of 
the constabulary force the duty of keeping a watchful eye upon what passes 
on the wharves on the Lord's Day, and directing them without fa 1 to 
report any cases of breach of the statute against all kinds of labor on the 
Sabbath, that the offenders may be dealt with according to law.

PRELUDE TO A GENERAL MOVEMENT IN THE CHURCHES 
1 KtiUVL. against SABBATH BREAKING.

Such a movement is much needed. The initiatory step to which your 
Committee refer, has been taken by the Committee on Sabbath obscr- 

of the Canada Presbyterian Church, but as far as this Committee 
has not yet extended to any of the other churches, at least so as to 
united and powerful action for abating Sabbath desecration and

I
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securing the right observance of-th® 870° sfgned bytfcc Uev-
a letter from Elora, under date . a ’hich appeared in*®.H®™5 
James Middlcmiss and Rev. Gc g » of the8ame year, addressed

ESSSi=HSH-E5£
is essential to our mo»*, precious 1 thatPtllc Sabbath is not generally

fESÉïS5-Eb2|S

3^“>â^3lSi A5SSÎ SSSœ
S'îStreSEESx
nf Sabbath desecration. Tm ^ g of tliese narratives record any 
tion from the nations of Europe\ rftct u » “Similar testimony is borne 
special organized efforts to c ^ ter^ ^ address ministers of the

Es4*SNSESh^§rSSSsaSltri6.L.I— °“ * I t wa« said not lone
“■SSof religion » «"ijrfthe SriMtb. J ^ ^ |f
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The Sabbath Committee of New York, aska

vice in the Sabbath cause for a number of years past, P ? (tom 
ministers of the Gospel to take fOT
the pulpit the Divine law ot &at it is established by
the tfabbath can rest only m tlmt on this point uncertainty and

SfHFsigsStS
that the observance oi one day in s , exolicit law, like everyas srssfnwtastffissa ss - « * 

ï Sfass4-*—£*
BlÉEEErErEHS
Report», miuddrcra upo ta» "^«‘tovTttetaml

might have been expected, end eTede any lociety but .
"«"5 aasoctation of Montreal. Otbendidexitt

STtaëtat”

LtKSNtte p^Sbne 1 Whet?» to be done fo, the removM

“*gÿ2Sfm£!* ta go on tae-tag ta POW« end -ÿgÿ-*
tZ ttS fflASnff: be » wUho-t the
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most determined .r^ol^enteSs Tf the foSwingfocïand arguments

tts£TL°LdbSorcJir^Li^br.A^^

SSÏ^JSffiSU-esSili; SÿSySSCompany at Point Edward wee «J»gwoft on * 8abbath.

13?vS4’°m^
being rung from the tower remarks, “We believe that the
unloading^ Sunday is entirely uncalled for and unnecessary, and that
takes place every Sunday.’’ ^,w^Lort^cLM8) the followmg striking 

In the Society’s 18th ^“^ ^N Germanv England, and Scotland, 
words were quoted from Daubigne sGy.^g their danger
with the view of rousing the people** Caajd»to ^ that they might

>h

Kdinl847, b^ a deaf,-=
eminent historian ot t^ ^formation. train8 wU1 run on Sunday

ram, are incessantly• with egMtic “YÎXXKÏtffitotoSg.

ning on Sundays in various Parta ?^ tfdraw them, that they have some-

Commandment to
“Remember the Sabbath lay to keep .t «1^ raImillg to the

^rtSST*?- *-m AS £5tt 5* 

C™ illffXT* “ “ ““ *- G1“gow “

tion

same
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Edinburgh in which English shareholders, who assert that all days are alike, 
are more numerous, two special trains had been kept upon that day to 
carry the mails before and aftèr divine service. The Christians did not 
abandon their cause, and at last they gained the victory. When I was 
in Scotland it had not y*>t been won ; and in the meanwhile Christians 
abstained from travelling on that line. As we were leaving Edinburgh a 
Christian lady who was to have accompanied us to Fairlie, beyond Glas
gow, told us that she would take the stage coach to the latter town. When 
I arrived in Glasgow by the railroad, I went with a friend to the coach 
office, the lady had not arrived, but what advantage is there, said I, in 
using ;his slow conveyance when it sets out much sooner and arrives much 
later 1 “The train,” replied the friend who was with me, “runs on Sundays, 
and we only use it, even on week days, in cases of necessity. The coach 
does not go on Sundays, and therefore we prefer it.” “Thus, while the rail
roads were everywhere driving the stage coaches off the roads, this zeal 
for the sanctification of the Lord’s Day still kept them up between Edin
burgh and Glasgow. Unfortunately this is not the case in England. Not 
only do the trains run on Sundays, but a considerable reduction in the 

* fares is often made on that day ; thus offering temptations to the common 
people, who, for a trifling sum, can thus transport themselves to a con
siderable distance to engage in their diversions.”

What the precise condition of Scotland now is in relation to the run
ning of railway trains on the Lord’s Day, your Committee do not possess 
authentic documents to be able to inform their constituents. But it 
would appear from the Report of the Sabbath Alliance of Scotland, of 
1870, that they continue to maintain the same attitude of hostility 
against Sabbath desecration by railways which has uniformly character
ised them. Under thé heading “ Sabbath Work on Scotch Railways,” it 
is stated that they had occasion, two years ago, to report a trifling 
decrease in the number of trains run on Sabbath in connection with the 
North British Railway Company ; but in the month of August last they 
learned that the directors of that company had resolved to run an addi
tional train on Sabbath morning and evening." The committee then took 
the opportunity of reminding the directors of the illegality of Sabbath 
traffic, and of its being cognizable both by the civil and criminal courts, 
and ended their communication by saying : “ It is far from our wish to 
say a single word that might be deemed disrespectful, but we would ask 
your board to consider whether the position they occupy as open and 
public violators of the statutes of the land, is one that is honorable! It 
is true that no measures have been taken to put the law in force ; but we 
humbly think that circumstance does not in the least justify your Board’s 
continuing a traffic which is illegal." - X

Moreover, it is stated under the same head, in the last Report of 
the Directors of the Glasgow and Paisley Joint Railway Company, that 
they had resolved not to establish Sabbath trains between these two 
towns, as was once proposed, ostensibly to stop the running of omnibuses 
on that day. But, to tne astonishment of the Christian public, they put 
on two Sabbath trains in January last, and the traffic by omnibuses con- , 
tinned unabated, so that in addition to the servants of the omnibus 
proprietors, about thirty of the railway employees are deprived of the 
right of the Sabbath.

One way by which some imperfect idea of the vast difference between 
the amount of Sabbath desecration on the Railways of England and Scot-

v
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SSKS Mwdch fWeigM tram, ™- «1 Led .
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proper remedies might ere long rremeaies? And to this question your

instructed as to the dangerous andins aud lukewaniiness con-
which they labor, and abused fiom ^ 1 mode of cure, which with
S^g^n^^lS-kl md-de,i,mm* fmm «-.pl.g«=
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"""ssseiiielook into the matter . v ______
Almighty, and to be guided by »“, uftCy 0f all the means hitherto 
and deliberations, see clear! > theimAeq^J^ -n regard to the sacred 
used to bring about the rtformwh «h „>ost respectfully submit the
obeervance of the Lord s Day, and th^r ^ for their approval

widely circulated ^lon^(CtB of SabbaUi and other schools, and per- 
. X interested of alldasses ^^^minisXofïie gospel throughout 

J&EÏS1 he respectfidly

Babbath day a sermon °» <*!™° jyersal obligation, the blessings pro-

tMt ii ™iMtituted
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every age and nation, and not confined to the Jewish people except in its 
mere judicial and ceremonial aspects, and using cogent arguments from 
the nature of man, the testimony of physiologists and physicians, anil the 
lessons of observation and experience of almost all classes that rest of one 
day in seven is essential to human prosperity and happiness, and indispen
sable in order that the soul may make preparation for a higher state of 
existence beyond the grave. ,

2nd. That the time is fully come when it is important and desirable in 
accordance with the primary rules laid down for the guidance of your 
Committee subjoined to the Constitution of the Society as adopted at a 
public meeting'held in the City Hall, 25th April, 1850, and in consequence 
of the frequent an urgent complaints from various quarters of the increase 
of Sabbath desecration on railways, canals, etc., that a Dominion or Pro
vincial Sabbath Convention should be assembled to consist of clergymen 
and laymen of all denominations at such time and place as may be agreed 
upon, to deliberate ns to the best means to be employed for the removal 
of these evils. ,

3rd. That prayer should be offered up to God the Father in the 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, by all who love him and reverence his Sabbaths 
for an outpouring of the holy spirit upon Christians of all denominations, 
that they may be led to take a deeper, warmer interest in the sacred 
observance of the Lord’s Day, and that the churches may beendowed with 
wisdom from on high, to direct them as to the holding of a Sabbath Con
vention for deliberating upon the best measures lobe taken for repressing 
acta of Sabbath desecration, and securing the due observance of the Lord’s 
Day within the Dominion of Canada. The Committee would also recom
mend some portion of time between the hours of eight and twelve every 
Saturday night to be consecrated to prayer for this special object, thus 
concurring in the annexed recommendation of the Lord’s Day Observance 
Society of London (England.) _ _ .

“The Committee of the Lord’s Day Society knowing the value of united 
prayer, affectionately request that all their friends will make special sup
plication at some time between eight and twelve o’clock on the Saturday 
night in each week, for a blessing in all efforts made to advance the glory 
of 3od by promoting Lord’s Day Observance, for the conversion to the 
truth of those who neglect or oppose the Fourth Commandment, and for 
the maintenance in the Christian Church of correct views and holy prac
tice with regard to the Sabbath.”

'

>5*
name

if

ENGLAND.
As little space remains, your Committee must content themselves with 

brief reference to the efforts of the Society for promoting the due Observ
ance of the Lord’s Day, to obtain for the people emancipation from labor 
on that day of sacred rest. The 39th Report with its appendices with 
which we have been favored by the Committee, is filled with valuable 
matter respecting postal work, railway traffic, gas work, etc., during 
Sabbath hours. The following striking and appalling testimony of the 
committee to the terrific effects of the traffic in alcoholic liquors on the 
Lord’s Day ought to stir up all classes of the people unitedly to demand 
the suppression of it by an act of the legislature. Why should Christian 
England be permitted to suffer any longer from such a curse, an incubus 
which has been thrown off by Scotland, Canada, and other countries for 
several years past, to their great benefit Î

A
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effThô'”h«nk« of the Committee are cheerfully rendered tothi. Mcellont 
Society forthegift of . «lection of tkcirTrncte, and for .kmdlette, from 
their esteemed Secretary.

SCOTLAND.
Your Committee return thanks 16 the Committee.of J^e 8^ath AV 

the^eopfe of Scotland for the Sabbath is still maintained.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.

and unforeseen results.
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