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SIN BLOTTED OUT.
A Sermox BY REV. Wy, McKEnziE, RaMsay, C. W.

teth out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remem-
L, even I, wm ho that blot ber thy s’i'ns.—Isa.- xliii. ?

«If thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities,
O Lord, who shall stand?’ That is the
language of 2 man who is not taking an
exaggerated, or too gloomy view of the
position of sinful men, but who looks at
I simply in the clear Jight of eternal truth.
In our own hearts, we are all inclined to
Judge favourably of ourselves; but * God
Is greater than our hearts, and knoweth all
things” Heis the ultimate judge.. And,
Possessing a better knowledge of us than
We have of ourselves, searching into the
Mmost hidden cornersof that deceitful heart
°f ours, and knowing all that is there.—
God’s judgment is sure to be the reverse
of that which is pronounced upon himself
l‘.\/"any natural man.

A man, no doubt, can do much of him-
%lf to give an outward beauty and sym-
Metry to his life and character. He may
Yise above that which is hase or mean, he
ay have an abhorrence of direct false-

%0d or dishonesty, his simple word may
be as good as another man’s bond, he may
delight in the exercise of a generous bene-
Volence, and, with a serupulous and ready
kindness ho may seek to fulfil all the obli-
8ations imposed by family ties and friend-
_ﬂhip, Still, as a creature of God, there
'8 & higher sphere in which his affections
Ought to expatiate, and a range of more
Mperative and exalted duties which,—be-
Ore all else, claim his regards: and, how-
Ver consistent and beautifnl his life may

in all lower relations and duties, he
Devertheless comes miserably short of that
Which iy requiredsof him, if his affections
Yever rise above that sphere, and if these
'8her dutics are neglected or forgotten.—

How could even such a man stand in the
judgment before an infinitely just and holy
God? Even such a man, weighed in the
balance of perfect rectitude, must be found
lamentably wanting,

The attempt to justify ourselves, to build
up, without one flaw, a fubric of righteous-
ness before God our judge, must always
end io disaster and shame, “If I wash
myself in snow water, and make my hands
never so clean; yet wilt thou plunge me
in the ditch, so that my own clothes will
abhor me.” All that a man can do of
himself, and by his own power, to beautify
and adorn his outward life and character,
while it may in the judgment of men,
who can look ouly on the outward appear-
ance, render him worthy of all praise, is
yet utterly inefficacious to render him ac
ceptable to God, who looketh on the heart.
It is but like washing in snow water, it
reaches no deeper than the mere surface,
it does not touch that inner source of all
sin, the heart, which remains yet uure-
newed; and which, notwithstanding the
fair outward appeavance, still sends forth
its evil thoughts, and conceives its sinful
imaginations, all which are naked and open
to Him with whom wehave todo. With
what directand simple truth, then,do these
words of the psalmist indicate the position
of every living man, “If thou, Lord,
shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who
shall stand #”

“But,” it is added, «There is forgive-
ness with Thee, that Thou mayest be fear-
ed” And hark! a voice from heaven
falls upen our ear, «I, even I, am Hethat

blotteth out thy transgressions for mine
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own sake, and will not remember thy
sins.” When, looking to ourselves, gather-
ing clouds and darkness, portending ruin,
enveloped our hope of acceptance with
God, when our soul was drawing near
to the pit, and our life to the destroyers,
nothing in justice standing between, then
the most High had compassion, and said,
“Deliver him from going down to the
pit.”  The simple fact of such an interpo-
sition, the very utterance of such words as
those of our text, put the matter beyond a
doubt; not that some great sinners among
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pleasant to seek God and to remember
Him. Those who neglect prayer, who
have no delight in communion with God,
just say in effect that they are weary of
Him. Again, “Thou bast not brought
Me the small cattle of thy burnt’offerings.”
They grudged anything for God, they
were mniggardly and penurious in their
service of Him, they were for a ¢heap reli-
gion, and in those acts of devotion which
were costly they desired to be excused.—
So little sense had they of the greatness
of God, and of their obligations to

men, but that all men were lost and un- | Him, that they could hardly find in
dove, that in God’s sight no man living | their heart to part with a lamb out of their
could be justified, could stand in the judg- | flock for his honour, though God required,
ment. Note. t and would have received it graciously, from

L. God Himself forgives sins, * I even them. «Neither,” itcontinues, *Neither
I, am He that blotteth out thy transgres-| hast thou honoured Me with thy sacrifices.”
rioms. | What they did for the Lord in the way of

1L He blots them out of His ook | outward service was not dome in such a

So that no record of sin stands against us‘y way s to honour Him. It might be their

for judgment. (offerings  were carelessly offered, or not
. ( given cheerfully, for the *Lord loveth a

IIL. He blots them outjfor His own ! cheerful giver,” or with no eye to God’s
sake. l glory. It may be they were glad to have
IV. He blots them out of His memory, ‘ God’s service over, that they might return
I. God Himself forgives sin, «I, even ' t0 worldly business and p}easure wh.ich they
L” He says Not we ourselves by any work | liked better, and so did they dishonour
or service performed for God, or by any | God, who' looket'h upon the heart, iusbeafl
gift or atonement that we can offer, but | of honou.nng Him, and mnkef ?heir sacr-
God agsinst whom chiefly we have sinned, | fices as if they were no sacrifices. And
forgiveness is with God. f that which greatly aggravates the sin of
Preceding our text we find a catalogue a“' this e that God requil'efs " b urdenso:ni
of sins charged against Israel, whichare,in | ;Zlgrf:::)a:i{ ‘:;;:to 2rl\?es:vl§;bh:(:tﬁ‘er-
effect, just those &ins chargeable against us - None

, . . ing, nor wearied thee with incense.”
all, and in which all the ungodly live.—: .

Th Liefl .. 1l ; fof God’s commands are really grievous
ey are chielly omissions of those thing | whatever they may become to us by reason

which God requires of men; e. g, it is; . . . . .
X ’ ) ! f . [ v P )
said, “Thou hast not called upon Me— | of sin His yoke is easy, His burden is

That is. thou b ° [light.”
hat 1s, thou bast cast off prayer. Com-| “But besides such omissisns and short

munion with Ged is uot thy practice and comings in our duty to God, there are di-
thy delight. Again, «Thou hast been | rect transgressions, actual sins chargeable
weary of ‘Me.” They were disinclined to against, every man. God says here, ¢« Thouw
God’s service, they hag, no desire for His | hast made 'Me to serve with thy sins."—
b]e"'s?é 'fellgg'ship, it was irksome and un- t When we pervert Gud's good gifts to us
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and make them wminister to our own selfish
and worldly desires and ends, then we
make God to serve with our gins.  “Thou
hast wearied me,” says God again, “ with
thine iniquities.” Sin in us is like a
burden and a grief to the blessed God, it
Wearies, and it grieves Him to see it. Just
observe the marked autithesis in the pas-
sage. God had not mwade them to serve
with their sacrifices, but they had made
God to serve with their sins. He had not
burdened or tired them with His commands,
but they had tired Him with their disobe-
dience. Unprofitable and wicked servants!
God was careful of their comfort, but they
were careless of His honour. And yet,
what is God's Word even to such, «T, even
I, am He that blotteth out thy transgres-
sions for Mine own sake, and will not re.
Wember thy sins.”  Instead of those words
of withering condemnation which one
might expect to hear after such a review
of their sin, and which might justly have
been spoken, we hear words of tender com-
Pussion and grace.

John Newton once said, «To return
&vil for good, is devil-like, To return good
for good is man-like. But to return good
for evil is God-like.” «1I,even I, am He
that blotteth out thy transgressions,” saith
God to those who have siuned against
him, to those who have disobeyed his voice,
despised His service, set at nought His
Warnings, misused His gifts, and rejected
His grace. Those of you who have not
¥et come to repentance, who have pre-
Sumed upon the goodness, and forbearance,
and long-sutfering of God, who have mis-
Used these asan encouragement to continue
0 gin, have in an awful sense made
God to serve with your sins, pressing in to
the service of sin that very goodness and
mf‘al‘cy which should form the most persu-
#i1ve motive to repentance. Yet even to
You, in long-suffering grace, God sends
this Message once again, “I, even I, am
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He that blotteth out thy transgressions.”
O the richness of the goodness, and for-
bearance, and long-suffering of God.—
“ Who is a (God like unto Thee, that par-
doueth iniquity,and passeth by the trans-
gression of the remnant of his heritage?
e retaineth not His anger forever, because
He delighteth in mercy. He will turn
again, He will have compassion upon us;
He will subdue our iniquities, and Thou
wilt cast all their sins into the depths of
the sea.” O, reader, despise not the
riches of God’s goodness by making light

of His forgiveness, by refusing to turn that
| ye may obtain mercy from Him.

II. God blots our sins out of His book,
so that no record of them remains to come
up against us in the judgment, The ex-
pression used in our text indicates a re-
cord, a book, on which all our sins are set
down. That word in the Psalms, « If
thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquity,”
conveys the same thought, and so also
does that word in the book of the prophet
Jeremiah, “ Though thou wash thee with
nitre, and take thee much soap, yet thine
iniquity is marked before me, saith the
Lord God.”

Every man carries within him God’s
servant, who is engaged continually in
keeping the record of his sins. Our con-
science, that wonderful faculty wherewith
God has endowed every man, is able to
take down our words as fast as they are
spoken, and our thoughts as fast as they
are conceived. Its record, so far as we
ourselves are concerned, is indelible; it is
laid upbeyond our reach in God’s safe
keeping, no hand but God’s can blot that
record out. Men foolishly conceive that
their memory is the keeper of this record,
and that, when their sins have dropped out
of their own mind, they shall meet them
no more. But the record remains never-
theless, to be produced and opened at the

Lproper time, Even in thislife its terrible
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pages are sometimes opened before the
soul’s awe-struck gaze. Men who have been
brought suddenly face to face with violent
death have told us that, in the few mo-
ments of deadly peril, their soul, as with
a lightning glance surveyed their whole
past path of life; and the long forgot ten
words and deeds, far beyond the ordinary
power of memory to recall, stood forth in
appalling distinetness and reality.  And so
it is also in a measure when the Spirit of
God convinces a sinner of his sin, a few
pages of this record is Jaid open, and smit-
ten at Leart, I sends up to heaven theery |
of the sin-struck soul, « Wherewith slm]l;
I come before the Lord.”  What must T}
do to besaved?  What a reckoning those |
of you who are going on in sin are pre- "‘

paring for yourselves in the great day. You .
think you leave your sins behind you, to '
be buried in the oblivion of the passing |
vears, But all these sins are gathered up |
and recorded on high, they have all gone
before you to the juagment-scat, and wheu |
you stand there, as you must assuredly do, ‘
they shall, not one awanting, array them-
selves against you, like an armed host for
vour condemnation and ruin.

Now, at the thought of that terrible
record, and of that day when the books
shall be opened, all shall be;
judged out of those things found written
in the books, how precious is this word of |
God. ““I, even I, am He, that b]utte&h:
out thy transgressions.”  No one but God ‘
can reach that record, and make it as
though it had never been. But with the
full kuowledge of all your sins, having the
record of them all, and of all their speciaj
aggravations, open to His omniscient eye,
God comes to you with His word of vich
mercy and compassion,—“ I, even 1, am
He that blotteth out thy sins.”

Charlotte Elizabeth tells us of a dumb
boy whowas brought to a knowledge of
the truth asit is in Jesus. Though Jack,

1
1
1

when
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as he was usually called, seemed very stu-
pid and heavy before that time, yet after
his conversion he often expressed his
thoughts in 2 most beautiful and original
manner. The following was one of the
most remarkable :—He said that when he
had lain agood while in the grave, God
would call alond, ¢ Jack,” and he would
start and say,“yes,me Jack.” Then he would
riseand see multitudes standing together,
and God sitting on a cloud, with a very
large beok i bis hand, who would beckon
Lim to stand before him, while He opened
the book, and looked at the top of the
page till He came to his own name. 1In
that page, he said, God had written all his
“bads,” every sin he had ever done; and
the page was full.  So God would look,
and strive to read it, and hold it to the
Sun for light, but it wasall cone—nothing
there. For, when he had first given his
heart to Jesus Christ, He had taken the
book out of God’s hand, aud found that
page, and then, allowing the wound in
His hand to bleed, had passed it down
over the page, so that God could see none
of Jack’s sins, only Jesus Christ’s blood.
Nothing being thus found against him,
God would shut the book, and then he
would remain standing before Him, till
the Lord Jesus came, and saying to God—
« My Jack,” would put His arms around
him, and Did him stand with the angels
until the rest were judged. During his ast
illness he frequently returned to this
thought, and would say to his friends
witle 2 look of infinite satisfaction, that
“ good red hand.”

“ And is it not written—The iniquity
of Israel shall be sought for, and there
shall be none; and the sing of Judah, and
they shall not be found.” How could the
plan of a sinner’s salvation be set forth
more clearly than in this bov’s thought-
That precious blood was shed for the re

| mission of sins, and through the name of
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Jesus, whosoever believeth on Him, shall
receive remission of sins, ‘¢ I, even I, am
He that Dlotteth out thy transgres-
sions.”

III. « For mine own sake.” God blots
out our sins, for His own sake. This opens
up apother, and a precious view of God’s
grace in the forgiveness of sin.

When a soul is first convinced of sin,
the first thought and ery of the heart is,
What shall I do. Great and difticult things
would gladly be done—rare and precious
offerings would gladly be made to procure
remission of sin. Does wvot this express
the spirit of every one who is bur-

dened with a sense of sin? You are anxi-

ous to do something, to do anything for!1
forgiveness and peace.  You may know
that God alone can forgive, can blot out |
your sins. DBut you imagine some price
is required of you, some vow, some ser-
vice, before you can hope for such a gift
from the hand of God. ¢You look about
for some plea, or reason to urge upon God,
and you wish to find it in yourself, you
look for it there, and you are cast down
When you cannot see anything in your-
self which seems a strong reason where-
fore God should forgive you. But " listen
reader, God requires mnothing of such
a sort from thee. He does require a strong
plea, a sound reason, before he can forgive
thee all thy sins; but God does not look
for it in thee, but in himself. « I, even I,
am He that blotteth out thy transgressions.”
He saith, « Sfor mine own sake.” Look,
there is your plea: you find it in God. He
Pardons for Ais own sake.

God forgives sin for the sake of His
truth, which cannot fail. Hath He not said,
““Come now, and let us reason together.
Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall
shall be white as snow—though they be
Ted like crimson, they shall be as wool.”—
“ Let the wicked forsake his way, and the
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unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him
return unto the Lord, and He will have
mercy upon him, and to our God for He will
abundantly pardon.” The honor of God's
truth is pledged for the fulfilment of these
promises to every one who pleads them
with God. He is Jehovah—¢ The Lord
God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering»
and abundant in goodness and truth
keeping mercy for thousands, and forgiv-
ing iniquity, transgression, and sin.” And
thus, the very honor and glory of His
great name is engaged for the pardon of
every one who comes in simple faith, trust-
ing on Him. You find it difficult to be-
Jieve, nevertheless—that you can be * jus-
tified freely”—that is, ¢ for nothing,” sim-
ply by the favor of God— through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus.” And
yet that 4s the way iu which any sinner
can be pardoned and saved, the only
way—
“ Nothing in my hand I bring,
Simply to Thy cross I cling,”

is the language of every one who has
found the way to pardon and peace. For,
% God hath set forth Christ, a propitiation
through faith in His blood, to declare
his righteousness for the remission of sins
that are past, through the forbearance of
God; to declare, at this time, God’s
righteousness : that He might be just, and
the justifier of him which believeth on
Jesus,” And the assurance has been
given, “If we confess our sins, He is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”—
With all these words of Ged sent to us,
there is no need to cover up, or to conceal
your sins; that would just shew that you
could not trust the word of God. And
no need, either, to cast about for some price
to bring in your hand to God; perhaps
your repentance, or your sorrow for sin,
or some service you may perform, orin-
tend to perform, to make God favorable
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to your prayer for mercy; that also would | gine that his unfilial conduct, his sin and
show the remnants of unbelief blinding | folly, would ever be forgotten by that fa
your eyes, and hardening your heart, so|ther to whom he had given such just
that you could not believe that God would | cause of offence. And so he purposed ott
do according to His word. Nay, rather, | returning home, and making his confession
take the blessed God at His word: come, | of sin, torequest the place of a servant
through Christ, in simple faith, and all! only in his father’s house. But as he came
your sin shall be forgiven for His own| —s¢ while he was yet a great way off, the
sake. * I, even I, am He that blotteth | father saw him, and had compassion, and
out thy transgressions—for mine own|ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.”
sake” Can you not trust in Him ?—1It is; Without one reproach or upbraiding for
when we see the ground of cur forgi\'enessl all his past sin, he was assured of full for-
in God's truth, and mercy, and justice; in 5 giveness by being received as a son; and
Him and not i ourselves, that we can | just as there was no shade on the Father's
appropriate that prayer of David—¢ For | countenauce as Le sat down to the feast of
thy name’s sake, O Lord, pardon mine' joy on his return, so was there no rankling
iniquity, for it is great.” However great}; memory in his heart, creating a shadow of
our sin, that plea—for Thy name’s sake— , cold constraint between them.
can cover all. f And thus it is that God receives His
IV. « And will not remember thy sins.” emring sons and daughters. You have

God blots our sins out of His memory.-— | sometimes seen the clouds covering the

What a precious view of God's grace in for- sky, and hiding the face of the sun; but
. . 1 . .

giveness, this opens up, | as his rays beat on them with fervent heat,

Our forgiveness of one another is a very i the heavy clouds melt away before them.
imperfect thing compared to God's. When' They are not rolled aside, but they are
any one in whom we have trusted firmly, l blotted out; and the sun runs his course
and upon whom we have bestowed many iin a firmament without a speck, clear
favors, and to whom our thoughts have and blue, as if these clouds had ﬂevfﬂ'
been thoughts of kindness and love; when | been. And so is it with God’s grace in
such an one deceives us, repays our favors | the forgivencss of sin.  Our sins come be-
with ingratitude, and wrongs us grievous- tween us and God, like a thick cloud,
ly, we may, nevertheless—God helping us hiding from our view His gracious face.—
—forgive him his offences, and bear, with- But they melt away before His grace-
out complaint or reproach, the wrong He blots them out as acloud; nothing ver
done. But we cannot altogether forget mains to cast a shade ou the light of His
what has passed. There cannot be again countenance; there is no memory of them
the same oneness of spirit between him | retained, throwing an air of constraint or
and us which once existed; our forgive- distrust into God’s dealings with vs;—* I
ness is limited and imperfect, like our-|even I, am He, saith God—that blotteth
selves. out thy transgressions for mine own saké
But there is no such drawback in that | and will not remember thy sins)’
forgiveness which God accords to those And now, dear reader, there are b‘.“’
who come through Christ to Him, « I|two ways in which you can hope to obtaitt
will not remember their sins,” is his pro- forgiveness. Either you must somehoWw
mise. The younger son in the parable, atone for your own sins, or, come through
who left Lis father’s house, could not ima- | Christ to God for mercy. Some are try”
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ing the first. Indeed, all not in Christ, and
Who are troubled because of sin,are trying to
dispose ot theirsin, to putit out of the way,
themselves. How can you succeed? Do
ye even know all your sins? Can you
reach the record of them, and blot it out,
80 that it shall neverappear in judgment
Against vou ?

Rather try the other method. Listen
to this word of God. He undertakes the
work, that God whom chiefly you have
offended; He alone can reach the record
Which stands engrossed against you, and
blot it out, so that it shall not appear in
the judgment against you for ever. So
that when sought for, it shall not be
found. God hath promised to do this for
bis own sake, and what other plea can
you offer, at all to be compared to this?
God’s truth and justice, the very honor of
his great name, are all pledged to the faith
of any poor, trembling sinner, who casts
himself on the merey of God, in Christ |
Jesus,  And his forgiveness is perfect; it
leaves no cloud between youand God, for
the sins are cast out of his memory. He
Temembers them no more. Come ye then
to Him, and your ears shall hear the bless-
ed assurance, “ I have blotted out, as a
thick cloud, thy trapsgressions, and, asa
cloud, thy sins; return unto me, for I have
tedeemed thee. Sing, O ye heavens, for
the Lord hath done it; shout, ye lower
Parts of the earth; break forth into singing,
Ye mountains, O forest, and every tree
thfﬁl‘ein; for the Lord hath redeemed Ja-
ob, and glorified himself in Israel.”

- B e

The moral nature of man is more sacred
M my eyes than his intellectual nature. 1
Now they cannot be divoreed—that with-
f)t“,‘ Intelligence we should be brutes—that
.18 the teudency of our gaping, wonder-
g dispositions " to give pre-eminence to
03¢ faculties which most astonish us.—
trength of charaeter seldom if ever asto-
"8hes us; yoodness, lovinguess, and quiet

Salf-sqerif he talent i
world. ce are worth all the talent in the
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INQUIRING SAINTS.

I was asked the other day whether I had
any recent mecting for inquirers. I replied
that I had not—that there were few inquir-
ing sinners in the congregation, and I judged
the reason to be, that there were few inquir-
ing saints. “Inquiring saintsl” that is a
new phrase. We always supposed that inquir
ing belonged exclusively to sinners. But
it is not so. Do we not read in Ezek. xxxvi.
37, ¢ Thus saith the Lord God, I will yet for
this be inquired of by the house of Israel to
do it for them?' By the house of Israel—
that is, by His people—by the Church.

You see that God requires and expects His
covenanted people to inguire. It is true
that saints do not make the same inquiry
that sinners do.  The latter ask what they
must do to be saved, whereas the inquiry of
Christians is, “ Wilt thou not revive us
again” Itis a blessed state of things when
the people of God are ingniring. It is good
for thewsclves, and it has a most benign in-
fluence on others.  When the people of God
inquire, presently the impenitent begin to
inquire. That question, “ Wilt thou not re-
vive us?” is soon followed by the other,
“What must I do to be saved?” Yes, when
saints hecome anxious, it is not long ere sic-
ners become anxious.  The inguiry of threc
thousand on the day of Pentecost, “ Men
and brethren, what shall we do?” was preced-
ed by the inquiry of the one hundred and
twenty, who “all continued with one accord
in prayer and supplication.” .

Generally, I suppose that is the order.—
First saints inquire, and then sinners; and
whenever, in any eongregation, religion does
not flourish, one principal reason of it is,
that the saints are notinquiring. They do not
attend their inguiry meeting appointed for
them. The saints inquiry meeting is the
prayer meeting. In that Christians meet
together to inquire of the Lord ¢ to do it for
tLem "—that is, to fulfil the promise about
the new heart and {he new spirit, of which
He had Leen speaking. Now, when this
meeting iscrowned and interesting—when
theinguiry among Christians is general, and
carnest, and importunatc—the sinners’ in-
quiry meeting usually becomes crowded and
interesting,

O that T conld make my voice to be heard
by all the dear people of Godin the land on
this subject! I would say, you wonder and
lament that sinners do not, inquire ; but are
you inquiring *  You wonder that they do
not feel ; but do you fecl? Can you expect
a heart of stone to feel, when a heart of flesh
does not? You are surprised that sinners
can sleep. Itis because you sleep alongside
of them. Do youbut awake, and bestir your-
selves, and look up and cry to God, and you
will sec how sdon they will begin to he
roused, and to look about them, and to ask
the menning of your solicitude. O that the
saints would butinquire.—Nevins.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 510.

“ So great was his love of poetry, that
the pieces learned by an elder brother of
twelve years, for his elocution class, he too
committed to memory, and could repeat
them with accuracy and feeling. His un-
derstanding was far in advance of his
years. While suffering great pain during
a sickness he had a few months before he
died, as he saw me weeping on acconnt of
his distress, he brightened up and said,
“Aunt do not cry, and I will repeat a
pretty verse for you." He then repeated
the following one’ ”:

¢ Why, O my soul, why thus depressed,
And whence this anxious fear ?

Let former favours tix thy trust,

And check the rising tear.’

“ When about four years of age, he had
measles, and was very ili; but so patient
that it was a pleasare to wait upon  him.
The day 'on which he was taken ill was
New Year's Day, and I had goue to
Church. On my return I found the dear
child in bed and very poorly. He asked
me what Dr. Brown was preaching about ¢
I repeated the text—¢ O that they were
wise, that they understood this: that they
would consider their latter end!? He
asked mewhat was meant by considering
their latter end. I told him it meant
thinking about death and preparing for it,
He answered, <O! I am a wise little boy
then, for I often think about death.’

« Some weeks after his recovery from

this illness, a lady whose brother-in-law |
was dying of consumption, called upon .

me. While talking of him she becamne
very much affected, when Addy, who was
playing about the room with his sister,
seaing her distress, left his toys and came
toher saying, ‘ Miss M——, I can tell
you a pretty verse about deuth.’ She
asked him to repeat it. He said, * O that
they were wise, that they understood this,

|

|
'
i
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that they would consider their latter end.
On his Jeaving the room Miss M—
remarked, that he was like a little minis-
tering angel, speaking peace to ber troub-
led heart.

« Let us now hasten to the closing
scenes in the life of this interesting child,
who died when little move than four and
a half years old.

“1In the month of June, 1836, I vi-
sited friends in Kelso. I took Addy
with me, for I could not blear the
thought of separation from him. Al!litle

tdid I foresee that bereaved, stricken, and

sad I should return without my Addy-
no more to see him in the land of the liv-
ing. Surely the *hand that veils from us
the future, is a hand of both wisdom and
love,

“ During our short stay in Kelso, Addy
seemed to enjov excellent health and an
unusual flow of spirits.  With gratitude
shall I ever remember the kindness shown
to us by our friends during this visit. Se
much was the dear Addy beloved by my
aunt and family, that they asked me to
leave thm with them for a time. Knowing
that he would receive a strictly religious
training while there, and be ecared for as
one of their own, I almost consented to
sacrifice my own feelings to what might
be for his good. I referred the matter to
Addy himself, and asked if he would wish
to stay. He affectionately replied, ¢ No
aunt, for you and grandmamma were kind
to me when I was alittle baby, and I will
never leave you.’

“ Oue evening my aunt came into the
room where Addy was praying, and as b®
did not hear her, he went on in his usual
sweet and solemun maner, not confined t0
any form of prayer. My aunt was much
surprised and said, she would like Mr. M
to hear him pray. So, on the Sabbath
evening following, he took Addy on bie
kuee, and asked him to repeat a hymn. He
repeated the 23d psalm, and when be bad
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Buished, said, * That is mamma’s hymn.’
{Ihad told him that it was the last his

« The two boys were in the habit of
walking with me every evening in the
mamma had sung on earth.) Mr. M. then | Duke’s gardens; and usually they got
asked him a few questions, which be an-{a few strawberries to eat. One even-
swered, and then he said to him, ¢ now | ing we were an hour later than usual, and
my dear, say your prayers. Addy’sé Robert remarked, they need mnot go
cheeks reddened, the tears started, and he ' that evening, as the old woman who sold
mildly, yet firmly replied, ¢No, I do not: the strawlerries would be gone. <O but,’
wish,” When undressing him I asked him §said Addy, ‘we can see the beautiful

why hehad refused to say his prayers in
the parlour? He replied, ¢ Because Christ
told us not to say our prayers to persons
but in our bedrooms.’ What a delicate
sense of Christian propriety does this little

'flowers, and hear the birds, and see the
" Dees coming home to their hives with
‘honey.” Sweet child, his love for flowers
was remarkable.  May we not believe that
the is now a flower in that celestial gar-

incident evince. i den where are no destroying storms, nor
“ My aunt gave him permission to play | withering blights, nor nipping frosts?

in any part of the garden, but told him, gy, nights before we left, my cousin

not to eat any of the fruit as part of it went to see him in bed, and as the cur-

was unripe.  Oft did we from the window tain was partly drawn, he did not see her

observe him walking about smelling J enter. She heard him saying, with a

the flowers, but the fruit we never saw . .ouinful voice, ¢ Farewell beautiful Teviot,

him touch.

¢ One of his brothers came from Edin-
burgh to spend his holidays with his friends
in Kelso. One evening, while the two
Lrothers were amusing themselves in the
garden, Robert found some apples that had
been blown off by the wind, and gave one
to Addy, which he ate.  When my cou-
sin went to call them to tea, Addy threw
himself down and burstiato tears. 1 went
out to see what ailed him, when he told
me that he bad been very naughty for ke
had eaten an apple, but he did not tell
e that his elder brother had given it to
him. T sent them both up stairs to spend
the rest of the eveniug in my bedroom,
and as Inleft the room I happened to say,
* I cannot forgive this” When I returned
I fouud Addy in great distress of mind,
becauge he feared God would not forgive
hi" naughtiness, as I said I would not for-
gve him. I had spoken unwisely. Our
blessad Lord has said, *Take heed thatye

offend not one of these little ones”” How
Very guarded should we be in regard to
we aay and do before children.

| farewell beautiful Tweed, farewell beautiful
! Cheviot mountains, Addy will never see
!you more.”  Propletic words! for never
| was the dear child to see this lovely scenery
iagain.

« We were to leave Kelso on a Monday
morning, and the Sabbath preceding was
spent by him as if it were really a delight.
He went to Church both forenoon and after-
'noon, and he could repeat a little of
the forenoon's sermon. Mr. M. was in
the habit of having family worship three
times on the Sabbath, and as I feared
Addy would be tired, I told him he might
walk in the garden till Mr. M. had finish-
el, but he declined, saying, ¢ I like wor
ship very much.’ After hearing him say
his questions and hymns, I told him to go
down to the kitchen for a little. The servants
began to joke with him, but he very grave:
ly told them to sit down and he would tell
them a beautiful story about the marriage
supper of the Lamb. This had been the
subject of the chapter I had read and ex-
plained to him in the morning.




“ We left, as I purposed, on Monday
morning, by coach for Edinburgh, and we
had a providential escape by the

way. One of the horses took fright and
attempted to run off, but some men being
near came to the assistance of the driver,
and nothing serious occurred. The morn-
ing after our arrival in Edinburgh, he took
notice of this incident in his prayers. As
nearly as I can recollect, his words were,
¢I thank thee, O Lord, that though the
horse ran off, we were not hurt. Take us
safely to dear aunt in Kippen.! His pray-

er was answered, for thus far he got by ity

no further, as the day after reaching Kip- |
pen he was taken ill and could not be re- |
moved, but I trust was soon taken to a
better and happier home.

« Addy’s illness was supposed by the
doctorto be ouly a slight fever from cold;
but frons the commeucement of his illness
I felt apprehensive he was not to recover.
Being myself very unwell, 1 wrote to
Glasgow to my mother to come to us.—
Great was the shock she received, when
on her arrival she found poor Addy quite
insensible and in a raging fever.

“ During the first five days his mind
was quite coberent, and in a most Lappy
and tranquil state. At the beginning of
his illness, when he saw me in tears, he
atfectionately  asked me what ailed me?
1 wiped the tears from my eyes and said,
¢ Addy because you are in such pain.'—
He sweetly replied, ¢ Job had far more
pain to sutfor than I have, and I wish to
be patient like him.” So long as he remain-
ed seusible, after being washed in the morn-
sing, be used to ask me to read achapter to
him; generally choosing the one he wished
we to read. When I had done reading
be always closed his eyes and prayed.—
One day he prayed that his dear little
sister might get a mnew heart and be pre-
pared for heaven. I trust that for the

iagainst God he
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Redeemer’s sake this prayer may be an-
swered.

“ The third day of his sickness was 8
Sabbath, and sweet on that day was our
conversation about divine things. In the
evening he heard the children playing’
and remarked that God would be very an-
gry with them. I said, ¢ Addy, think
dear, of your own sins, not of theirs.! He
said, ¢ Well, but the noise hurts my little
head.” 1T then told him I feared that it
was not because the children were sinning
was grieved but be
cause the noise disturbed him. ¢ No, no,
{ he said earnestly, ¢it is because God wil

|be angry with them.” Shortly after, a dog

i made a great noise howling at the outside
door, and T asked him if that noise did
not hurt his head? ¢ Yes, he said, ‘it
does, but you know that the dog has no
sense, and God will not be angry with it;
but the children have reason and God will
be angry with them.’

“ When quite insensible, in his ravings,
he spoke only of those things which had
given him so much delight when in health.
I remember his once saying, ¢ To-morrow
will be Thursday, next day Friday, next
Saturday, then comes Sabbath and I shall
go to Church and be so happy’ Near
indeed, was he to that Sabbath which is
without end, and to that joy which is with-
out alloy.

¢ The fever cameto a head on the ninth
day, andso dangerous were the symptoms
that we had little hopes of the dear child’s
recovery. The doetor who had thus far
attended him had used no active fneans to
check the progress of the disease; so, with
my mother’s consent, another doctor was
called. The new physician prescribed
some things that seemed-at first to give
the little sufferer great relief, but the fol-
lowing morning he was in a most dan-
gerous state, and from the opinion of
the medical man last called we lost all
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hope. So great were the dear child’s suf- | who sticketh closer than a brother, even
ferings that we Lad no desire to see them | that Friend who is born for adversity.
protracted; and, if it had been God’s will,| ¢ On the day after reaching Glasgow, 1
were willing rather to see him released | expected to hear from my mother of my
from his agony and taken to the bosom of | dear Addy. T was kept in painful sus-
that Saviour whom he loved. pense four days. My mother had written

“ A post chaise had been sent for to: according to promise, but neglecting in
Glasgow, in the fond hope that the little [ her letter to add Glasgow to the address,
invalid could have endured the fatigue of it Was long of reaching me. At length I
being taken home. So rapid, however, | \ had a letter from her. The following is
had been the progress of the disease, and an extract:—

30 alarming were the symptoms, it had - « Kippen, 2d Aug., 1838.
now assumed, that this at the present was! My dear Eliza,—
utterly impracticable. I had been, my- T am happy to say that both doctors
self, confined to bed for several days, and ' think Addy a little better. I think so
my mother now insisted that I should re- | myself. What grounds of thankfulness to
turn by the chaise to Glasgow, that I "God for all his mercies! All we can do
might beattended by our family physician. | i just by faith and prayer to take his case
A semse of duty made me yield to.tothe God of all mercy and leave him
her solicitations. My feelings may bemore 1 | there.
easily imagined than described as T bade | | “ This glad news was tome as life frf)m
adieu to my aged parent, and clasped to my  the dead, and my own health rapidly im-
bosom for the last time that loved object | proved. Soon I was able to leave my
of my affsction,of whose happy release from | bed, and with how much pleasure did I
suffering I expected soon to hear. 1 vms‘ make many little household arrangements
too much bewildered fully to realise what in the fond anticipation of soon seeing the
was almost more than flesh and blood could | sweet child again.
bear, and such were my own weakness| “ For four weeks I heard regularly that
and weight of bodily disease, that 1 felt s bealth was improving, though slowly;

as if very probably 1 should soon follow
the darling child into the world of spirits—
that in death we should notlong be divid-
ed. But our lives are in the hands of Him
who doeth all things well;
my love has been taken from me and I re-

main a pilgrim in this world of mmgled‘

smiles and tears.”

* On reaching Glasgow, after a drive of
six hours, I was so exhausted that I sent
for our family physician. He said that I
had inflammation on the chest, and along
With that, violent fover. Fearful of infec-
tion, I allowed none of the kind friends
Who called to be permitted to see
me. God was with me in my afffiction.
In the time of trial there is one Friend

| when one day I received a letter contain-
ing the painful news that Addy was worse
In the evening of the same day I got an-

other with the account of his death. The
the child of  following is an extract from the last of

{ these two communications i—
“My Dear Eliza:—

“1 wrote toyou this forenoon about
Alick’s being worse. He continued so
till his God took him to himself without
a sigh or a groan, a little past eight o’clock
in the evening, Aboutsix o’clock he said
he would like to be onmy knee. I lifted
him and sat down at the window. Ha
asked me mot to go down to tea with
aunt. So she came up and took tea with

us. Elizabeth came about seven to
*
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make his bed, when he became very un- “Sweet child thou art gone—thon art gone to thy rest
easy‘and said he wanted to go o bed.— From this world of sin, of'sorrow and care;
As s0on s he lay down he complain ed of A ha‘:en thou hax'atreached l'n the land of the blest,
Which the Saviour has said ¢ I go to prepare.’
heat, then of cold. I putsome more clothes |
upon him when he said, ‘That will do Ah!yes: thou art gone, but ere.longlshan meet,
, R Inhappier realms the sweet child of my love;
now grandmamma. Seemg me weep he And first at heaven’s portals thou joyous will wait
lifted up his little hands and wiped my | T, welcomeme home to the mansions above.”
eyes. [Touching incident! One of our
Saviour’s last acts of merey was to comfort
his weeping and disconsolate mother.] I
remarked, ¢ My dear I cannot help you.
He answered, ‘No, grandmamma, will
God now take me to heaven? 1T said, <1
hope He will, you know who died for sin-
ners? ¢ Yes,’ he replied, and fell quiet,
and his aunt was only in time to see him
draw his last breath without a shiveror a
groan. I may truly say he fell asleep in
Jesus.! After referring to arrangements
regarding the funeral, my mother thus
concludes, ¢‘Try to be composed. God !
bas taken away a sweet plant T trust to a

¢ Perhaps the readers of this interesting
memoir may wonder thatse few blemishes
appear in the subject of it. If the sweet
singer of Israel says truly, ¢Behold I was
shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mo-
ther conceive me,” and if what he says ap-
plies to universal humanity, why so little
evidence of this sinfulness in Alexander
L? The reason was, grace had renewed
his infant heart. I never had to chastise
him but once, and that was for re-
fusing to go out for a drive with his aunt
(Mrs, M) The trial to him was severe
to go anywhere without me, but I insisted
LS . on compliance with my wishes. 1 cannot
world where t.here is neither sin nor sor- say there was any exhibition of angry tem-
row. ‘Be still and know that I am per, for with his little arms around my
God.”™ neck he hegged to be allowed to remain at
«This brings my narative to a close.’ | home if I did not go—but in training
How evidently was the Lord ripening this | children it bas always appeared to me an
infant one for heaven! Towards the last, imperative duty to insist upon prompt
his mind was serene and peaceful. It was ‘} and implicit obedience whatever violence
staid upon his God and therefore he had per- | may be done to our own feclings.—
fect peace. His aftections were fixed on | On one occasion he manifested for a short
the upper world.  Shortly before he died, | time an unforgiving spirit, hut when I
one day he asked my mother why it was | spoke to him of the many sins which he
Christ said, ¢Suffer little children to come lI hoped forgiveness of from God and told him
unto me,’ adding ¢ who can forbid |that unless he forgave he could notbe
them, grandmamma? My mother ex- | forgiven, he burst into tears and said, I
plaived to him that if parents did not love | will go and kiss my cousin, aunt!” Ashe
Christ, they would not seek to bring their | lay down that night hesaid, I hope God
children to Him, ‘ Then,” said Addy with | will forgive me for saying I did not love
great earnestness, ‘ Those are naughty pa- | cousin when she hurt me.” Dear child,
rents, what will become of them at the Jast | so tender was his conscience and so sensi-
day? Another day (two before he died) | tive his feelings that I had often to assure
be asked his grandmamma if his mamma | him that he was & good boy, and tell him
would know him when he went to heaven, |how much I loved him, and strange to
as he was only a little babe when she (say he would then, young as he was, talk
died.’ of his heart-sins!
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* Grace had done much for Alexander L. { O let such departed ones be to thy soul
He was a fair flower, yet al times the trail jas a gilken cord of love arom'xd thy
of the serpant might beseea on it. His soul | heart, to draw thge upwar(.is u?t,o Him, ‘:VhO
like a well cuitivated garden brought forth . in the days of his flesh said, ** Suffer htt.]e
Sweet fruits and fair flowers, vet there were, children to come unto Me, a})d forbid
ever rising up the weeds of sin, and con- | them not for of such is the kingdom of
stant watehfulnessand patient culture were !heaven.”™  «1 love them that love me,”and
required,. He needed to be washed in |those that seck e early shall find me.
the fountain opened for sinand uncle‘arnnessl
4 much as the vilest. |COAX HIM, BOYS—COAX HIM.

“ From the memoir of Alexander L.,Jearn’
the value of youthful training. Neglected, | Two boys passed my w%ndow one b.right
in his natural heart were the seeds of evil, ' ‘?‘0"““3% carrying heavy pieces O'f furniture.
that might have resulted in fruits unto sin. l 0“‘; 0(; theml 3!30 h(;?ldf‘l ft}'](‘;g ":’Illl:‘ih(;’"ﬁfw?;
Parents, a word to you! Train wisely, ; tac ca toa al‘ge ) ogs‘u,{‘x - e dog

. . . . L unwilling to trot very rapidly and much to
train_faithfully, train aﬁ"ectlonately, VAN the lud's annoyance would insist upon resting
fmruestly, and blessed will ‘be the results Cevery fow steps. Thelarge boy grew impa-
The soil of the young heart is not barren; tient for it was hard work to carry such a
but a field that the Lord will bless.  When | heavy load, and at the same time drag the
God gives you a little one, He says to you | dog.
a8 to one of old, ‘Take this child away and ! ¢ Kick him, Jim, kick him,” said he; and
nurse it for me, and I will give thee thy f Jim set down his burden and hegan to kiclf;
wages.”  God will assuredly give thee thy | but thc. dog only gl:O\V]e(l, and refused to S:t]l',
wages. Al mother with bigloving heart! | Then Jim took a stick and began tobeat him;

-

dost thou remember that the infint thou
claspest so fondly to thy bosom is endued
With an immortal Spirit—that thy babe
shall yet be one of the white robed throng
that sing « Worthy is the Lamb that was
slain,” or of the unhappy lost whose weep-
iHgs, wailings, and gnashings of teeth shall
€ease not forever! Fatlier! mother! think
of these things and be wise. Do your
duty.  Your teachings, your prayers, your
Christian example, exercise a mighty in-
fluence on the destinies of yout child for
timeand eternity.

How comforting to parents when called
on to part with their young cnes (and
how fow parents are not?) to have such
bright hopes in their departure; for the
Subject of this memoir is not a solitary
o%e. Many such are muot removed to
the folq above, till they have giveneyidence
of the regenerating power of Divine grace
on their tender minds.

but the obstinate fellow only whined, and re-
mained perfectly still.

What was to be done ? The boys were
beginning to despair, when Frank Gage came
along.” “Coar him, boys, coax him” was
Frank’s manly suggestion. Some boys would
have pouted, and thought Frank had nothing
to say in the matter; but these seemed re-
lieved by the advice, and began to pat ‘I'rim,’
and speak kindly to him. What was the
result ?  'Why, « Trim,” wagged his tail ap-

| provingly, and trotted off briskly.

Does not this little incident illustrate the
power of kind words? There is a great deal
of power aud meaning in kind words and ac-
tions. A little hymu you all know, says,
“Kind words can never die.” Have youa ever
tried the experiment? There is scarcely a
person living who does not like a little coax-
ing and encouragement, and scarcely a person
who cannot be influenced by gentle words:
and treatment. Be Lind to everybody, and
everything about you, always remembering
the text, “ Be not overcome of evil, but over-
come evil with gaod.
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THE MODEL LESSON ON HUMILITY

Christ was the Great Teacher; and those
who would study the art cannot find a better
example from which to copy. His lessons
were short and simple, pithy and pointed.—
His words went home like nails into the tim-
ber. Heknew well the out-goings of the hu-
man heart, and the eatrance into it; and never
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such a nature as this which each of you must
possess, if ye would be my disciples—if y¢
would enter into the kingdom of heaven. For
unless you hecome even as a weaned child,
ye cannot enter there, for of such mild-ike
ones only are the subjects of that kingdon:
Be not high-minded then, for whoseever shetl
humble himself as this little child, the sawme
shall be called great in the kingdom of hea.
ven. * Do you not perceive. then, that he who
empties himself of pride, and thus becomes
least among you, is in reality the greatest, for
ameek and quiet spirit is of great price in the

did he display this better than when teaching
his disciples, who were disputing about supe- |
riority, the lesson of humility. Flere we be-!
hold humility teaching humility. He had a!
right, as their Master and Lord, to keep them
under, and to check with one authorative

word, the least appearance amongst them of!
high-mindedness. This might have ended the |
controversy of the disciples, but it might not :
have cured them; for a command does not al- .
ways carry with it conviction. He might have .
also referred them to his own example. He'!
might have told them, that since they were
his followers, they ought to be his imitators |
too; and, that he had humbled himself in ,
becoming their Master. But had he done so |
at once, some one might have thought within |
himself (for there was a devil amongst them)
he would have us to be humble, and yet he
maguifies himself. Most unquestionably he
was the best instance of humility, for he was
an impersonation of it—humility incarnate.—
But he did not choose the best example, be-
cause another better suited his purpose.—

Looking around upon his disciples with a

kind, but piercing glance, Jesus says to them

“What was it that ye were dispnting so mueh |
about by the way?” At ouce twelve heads |
droop in shame, and no auswer.
a child,” says Jeosus,

“ Bring me .
Woundering what was ~‘
coming, they cast enquiring looks at him, and ;
al each other. A little oune, smiling incon:
tented infuncey, is brought in. Then Clrist™|

with; his finper pointed to the child, and his

this child, humble and meek, confiding and
contented, and harragsed Ly no sinful ambi-
tion; mark it well, and remember, that it is

sight of God.” The disciples feel the force
of his words, and staud in ¢uilty dumbness
Still they forgot them, and shortly before his
death, they had a similar dispute, on which
occasion Jesus pointed them to himself, which
he would not bave done atall had they kept
his first lesson in mind; and, it was only be-
cause he was so anxious to impress the im-
portance of humility upon them, that he was
forced to bring before thein himself, who,being
in the form of God, and thinking it not rob-
bery to be equal with God, took upon him
the form of aservant, anid was foand iu fash-
ion as a man. Where is there humility like
this! the ancient of days becoming an infant
of days! No one ever tanght humility like
Jesus; for no one ever acted it out like him.
He taught it all his life, because he livedit,
and those who would walk in his footsteps
must live ittoo. Pride is unseemly in any
one, but it is much more soina Christian,
who has declared to the world by his pro-
fession, thathe is a follower of the meek and
lowly Jesus.
X Y. Z

o
SPIRITUAL DEATH.
Strange as it may sound, how many a
man has followed himself to his own grave!
He is no mourner, (would he were, for
then there might be still hope) but he is
an assisler at the grave of his own better

1hnpes and holier desires, of all in which

eves tpou the disciples, says, “ Do you see | the true life of his soul consisted, which is

all dead and buried, though he, a sad sur-
vivor of himself, still cumbers the world
for a while.— T'renck.
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SMALL THINGS.

A young lad once presented me with a
bOok~ma|-k, having the inscription, ¢ God
Oless you,” and exacted the promise that
tshould be placed in my Bible, but never

remain a day opposite the same chap-
ter. Faithful “to my promise, I took it

Ome, and rubbing from the lids of my
ible the dust of a week, I placed it in the
"8t chapter of Matthew, and daily read a
Chapter and changed its place. I had not
Tead loug before I became interested as I
ad never heen before in this good book;
ad ] gaw in its truths that I was a sinner,
and gt repent if I would be saved. 1

en promised God that T would seek his
ace at the earliest apportunity, and, if he
83w it fit to convert my soul, that I would
Spend my life in his cause. It came; I
59“;zht, his face, and received the siniles of
8 love; and now I have a hope within
e, « hig with immortality;” and all T at
Uibute to that book-mark and the grace of
Goq, O, my reader, ¢ despise not the
ay of small things.” A word spoken in
Season, simple christian act, a sincere, sim-
"® prayer, may turn a poor wandering
Blner from the error of his ways.

THE CONSCRIPTION IN THE
SOUTH.
The new conscription law of Jefferson
Dayg is reaping its vielims like a scourge.
tder jts operations the Quakers of North

arolina were brought in, and compelled |

y t'hc most horrible severities to bear arms
f‘gglxlst the North. A correspondent of the
tibune’ relates the following incident:

“ One of these Friends was singled out
E3pecially obnoxious, and was whipped
"mercifully. The officer in charge was
aWless and brutal, and on one occasion

dered him to be shot as an example to
ors,

$0oot him, While his executioners were
t;a;"ﬂ up before him, standing within
twe)

in ve feet of their vietim, the latter, rais-
hf his eyes to heaven, and elevating his
forn('ls’ cried out in a loud voice: ¢ Father

e them, they know not what they
Bu . Instantly came the order to fire.—
Pe d'mf{tead of obeying it, the men drop-
tha‘hexr muskets and refused, declariug

t the

« 8y could not kill such a man,
This refusal so enraged the officer that

He called out a file of men to!
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he knocked his victim down in the road,
and then strove repeatedly to trample him
to death under his horse’s feet. But the
animal persistently refused to even step
over his prostrate body. In the end, they
were marched with the rebel army to
Gettysburg. In that battle they remainecd
entirely passive, fired no shot, and in God
alone trusted for preservation. Very early
in the action the officer referred to was
killed. The Friends,all unhurt, were taken
prisoners and sent to Kort Delaware.—
Here, by accident, it beeame known in this
city that several Friends were among the
| captured, and two members of the Society
went down to inquire into the circum-
stances, but they were refused permission
to sce them. They went immediateiy Lo
Washington, and there obtained an order
for their discharwe, conditioned on their
taking an aflirmation of their allegiance.
This opened the prison door. The affir-
mation made, these martyrs, for con-
science sake, were released, and are now
safe in New York.”

The Quakers, as a class, will not, for
conscience sake, engage in war; and if
the above narrative he correct, it is a
remarkable instance of the deliverance
which the Lovd will work for those that
trast in him:—[Ep. Goov News.

~eo

“ A SHARE IN THE CONCERN.”

One evening as a littlo sweep was run-
ning along the street, a big sweep met him,
and shouted to the little fellow, < Halloo,
Jack, where are you goine in such a hur.
Little Jack said, « Don’t bother
me now; I am going to the missionary

ry &
meeting.  I've got a share in the concern,
and 1 want to goand see how things goes
on.”  This little sweep was in a Sabbath-
school, and was asubseriber to the mission-
ary society; hence he sai:l he had a share
in the concern, and was going to see how
things went on.  Are there not many boys
of respectable families who have no share
in this concern? Letsuch learn from the
little sweep their duty, and immediately
enjoy the privilege of becoming sharehold-
ers in the honourable concern.
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READERS OF THE BIBLE.

The Emperor Theodosius wrote out the
whole New Testament with his own haud,

and read some part of them every day.— |

Theodosius II. dedicated a great part of
the night to the study of the Seriptures.
George, Prince of Transylvania, read over
the Bible twenty-seven times, Alphonsus,
king of Arragon, read the Seriptures over,
together with a large commentary, fourteen
*Uimes.

Sir Henry Wotlon, after his customary
public devotions, used to retire to his study,
and there spend some hours in reading the

Bible.  Sir John Hartop in like manner, |

amidst his other vocations, made the Book
of God so much his study, that it lay be-
fore him night and day.

M. de Renty, a French nobleman, used

to read daily three chapters of the Bible, |

with his head uncovered, and on hLis bend-
ed knees.

Lady Frances Hobart read the psalins
over twelve times a year, the New Testa-
meut thrice, and the other parts of the Old
Testament once.

Susannab, Countess of Sutfolk, for the
last seven yeurs of her life, read the whole
Bible twice annuajly.

Dr. Gouge used to read fifteen chapters
every day: five in the morning, tive after
dinner, and five in the evening, before go-
ing to bed.  Mr. Jeremiah Whittaker usu-
ally read all the Epistles in the Greek Tes-
tament twice every fortnight.

Joshua Barnes is said to have read
small pocket Bible, which Le usually car-
ried about with him, 120 times over. Mr.
Roger Cotton read the whole Bible through
several times a year,

The Rev. William Romaine studied
nothing but the Bibie for the last thirty or
forty years of his life.

A poor prisoner being confined in a
dark dungeon, had no light except for a
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| few moments when his food was brought
! to him; he used to take his Bible and read
'a chapter, saying be could find his mouth

. in the dark, when he could not read.
Henry Willis, farmer, aged eighty-on®
- devoted almost every Liour that could b
“spared from his labour during the coursé
J of so0 long a life, to the devout and seriot®
- perusal of the Holy Scriptures. He had
Iread with the most minute attention all
the books of the Old and New Testamen®
eight times over, and had proceeded as far
as the book of Job in his ninth reading
when his meditations were terminatod bY
death.

|

LESSONS FROM NATURE.

The more the works of God are studied’
the more suggestive ‘will they become.—
| They present the richest forms of beauty
iand suggest the most sublime principles ©
cart.  Nature, indeed, is profuse in hint$
and men of genius know how to valuethem-

It was observation on the part of the
+ architect which led to the successful build”
ting of the Eddystone lighthouse. He ob-
- served that the form®of the oak tree seemed
i the strongest in nature. He acted on thi%
Fand built the lighthouse after the model of
an oak tree's trunk. Watt, the enginee®
took the lobster’s tail for his model whep
he was constructing pipes to convey wate!
‘to Glasgow from the opposite side of the
: Clyde, The pipes were made to fit Oﬂf
!into the other, like the joints of a lobster®
tail, so that they might adapt themselves ¥
the form of the bottom, when laid acro®
the river. .
~ Brunel acknowledged that he had take?
'his first lessons for forming the tund
. under the Thames from the shipworm, 89
"he observed it perforate with its Vf’e”'
{ armed head the wood, first in one directio®
and then another, till the arched way W?:
complete; the roof and sides of which !
then daubed over with a kind of varnis
Copying this work exactly on a larg®
scale, his great undertaking was acco™
plished.

Thus the works of creation become tescl”
ers to mankind.
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IF WE KNEW.

If we knew the cares and crosses,
Crowding round our neighbour’s way,
If we knew the little losses,
orely grievous day by day;
ould we then so often chide
For hig lack of thrift and gain—
eaving on his heart a shadow,
Leaving on ourlives a stain !

If we knew the clouds above us,
Held by gentle blessings there,
Would we turn away all trembling
In our blind ana weak despair ?
ould we shrink from little shadows
Lying on the dewy grass,
While ’tis only birds of Eden,
Fust in mercy flying past ?

If we knew the silent story .

" Quivering through the heart of pain,
ould our womanhood dare doom it
Back to haunts of guilt again ?
ife hath many a tangled crossing,

Joy hath many a break of woe,

And the cheeks tear-washed are whitest,
This the blessed angels know.

Let us reach into our bosoms
or the key to others lives,
And with love toward erring nature,
Cherish good that still survives ;
0 that when our disrobed spirits
Soar to realms of light again,
Ve may say, ' Dear Father judge us,
As we judge our fellow men.”

e @ e —

PRESENT, PERFECT, AND ETER-
NAL JUSTIFICATION.

s«
Hewas raised aﬁain for 3;" Justification.”—
om. iv. 24.

_It may be well at the outset to antici-
% what to some may appear a difficulty,
P om. v. 1 (and there are many other
ne“agc_zs of similar import) plainly con-

Cts justification with the act of faith,
Pec:'e here it is connected with the resur-
ho on of Jesus from the dead. Now,
Gacv;; do these two statements bLear upon

other? Plainly thus:—

His hen Jesus died a.nd rose again, all
o8 People were one with Him in the pur-
unes of grace, and Dby representation;

though their justification is procured
ot :e(t’«m'ed by the resurrection, they are
they Ctually justified till by personal faith
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when by faith we are made actually one
with Him in death and resurrection.

Thus, the act of faith is the connecting
link, the boud of union between the soul
and Christ ; where, therelore, there is
faith in Jesus, there is oneness with Heon,
yea, identification with Him; whatever he
has, the believer has in Him; whateverhe
has done, the believer is held to have
done, and can now not only declare He
died for me, but I in Him—not only He
was raised for me, but He, Jehovah, hath
raised us up together, and made us sit to-
gether in heavenly places.

The question that now presses for an-
swer is this:—If believers in Jesus, and
therefore one with Him, are we justified ?
To have this question rightly answered,
we must ask another:—1Is Jesus justified ?
Once he was identified with our sin, all
the iniquity of all His people was actually
reckoned to llim. Being made sin, he
was identified with that sin’s guilt—con-
sequently under condemnation, under curse,
under wrath.

Calvary rizes before our view, and bLe-
yond the gate oceupying the sinner’s place,
we behold Him in rejection afar off. Does
he occupy that same position still?  Ah,
no! Having finished transgression and
madean end of «in, having endured the
whole of wrath divine, He is risen from
the dead; and the place that He now oc-
teupies in the heavenlies i3 the place of
Irighteousnoss, tie place of acceptance, the
i place of justifieation.

} Then, beloved, it we be one with Him
i‘through faith, all the glory that He inherits
i (save only the incommunicable glory
i of His essential Godhead) we iuberit with
lHim, for we are® joint heirs with Christ.”
| One with Him in righteousness,—one with
. Him in acceptance—one with Him in jus-
! tification.

We have then, througli faith. a pre-

are actually united to the person of { SENT justification, for since sin is gone
ﬂlaius‘- Just as in Egypt it was the lamb | from Jesus, believer it is gone from you;

cn 1 the place of the first-born that
wa;‘red the Israelite’s safety, though he
faity, Not actually saved till the hand of
Sprinkled the blood upon the lintel

tify; Side-posts of the dwelling, thus iden-
o &the house with the slain lamb, so
tionare 8aved by the death and resurrec-
50na]0f Jeﬂus——yet only brought into per-
Possession of the secured blessings

and, oh, entrancing thought! you are as
[ pure from the guilt of your sin in the eye
tof God as 13 the risen, exalted, glorified
Jesus.  All your sins werelaid upon Him,
—not only sius past, but sins present, aud
sins to come—all the sin that God foresaw
you ever would commit were laid upon
Him, and burned up,—consumed by the
awful fives of divine wrath when Jesus was
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laid a sacrifice upon the altar of justice,—
their very ashes were buried deep in the
Redecmer’s tomb, and over them no trum-
pet-hlast of resurrection can ever sound,—
And now that we are one with Him in
death and resurrection, we are consequently
one with Him in His present justifica- |
tion.

Think of the wondrons PERFECTNESS
of this justification. Tt is blessed to know !
that you are justified, but this blessedness |
becomes more blissful when you learn:
that your justification is without reserve—-
complete, perfeet, everlasting! Jesus is
completely freed from sin.  Once He was:
g0 covered over with our sin, -which was'!

|

imputed to Him, that all His persona]?
perfection was hidden from view, and He !
sutleved as if He had been a sinner: buti
now mnot oue sin remains behind, not so |
much as a trace is left to tell that sin was |
ever there; and thus He is perfectly jus-
tified trom all the imputed guilt which He
bove, and stands before the throne in per-
foer righteousness.

Since then, dear believer, vou are justi- |
fied in His justification. Tt He is justified .
so are you—if He ix perfectly justified, so !
are vou—and the very vighteousness in:
which Jesus stands is the very righteous-;
ness in which you stand. Grasp the;
thought ve that are risen with Christ!— |
May tie Holy Spirit send it deep into your
souls, and make it the joy and rejoicing
of vour hearts.

Dear children of God, Leloved members
of Christ, ve are this moment as com-
pletely perfectly justified, as ve would be
if, instead of dwelling down here in a ta-
bernacle of clay, you were absent from the
body and present with the Lord. Yea,
ve trembling, doubting saints, one with
Jesus, ye are as perfect in the eye of the
Perfeet One, as  are they who even now
redeemed from among men, cirele in glory
without fault before the throne. They
are perfect only in the perfectness of
Christ, and that is the same perfectness
in which you stand at this moment before
God. The highest peer in the hierarchy
of angels is not half so comely in the eye
of God as is the man who is ¢ found in
Christ, not having his own righteousness,
but the righteousness of God by faith.”—
The perfectness of the brightest archangel
is at best but created perfection. Yours is
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divine; for ye are «made the righteot
ness of God in Him, and are partaker® ¢
the divine nature.” Ye need not €0%)
angels,—but vividly realising the glory (:]
your standing, with a thankful heart 8"
tuneful tongue may chant the words 0
old German hymn—

¢ Had I an angel’s holiness,

I’d cast aside that wondrous dress,

And wrap me up in Christ.”
Think once more, and a ray of S"”%
diviner glory shall break in upon vour so¥’
—The justification of the believer throug
virtue of his oneness with the risen J6§u?:
is not only present and perfect, but lt'l;
ETERNAL.  Our standing in righteousﬂe"’
admits of no degrees, no progress, no va
riation; we are “ made accepted n f{he
beloved;” and beeause that He is no™
henceforth, and for ever 1we|'fect——-lle"ee
more perfect in his justification from th
sin which He bore at one time than 3"‘5
ther—so are we in him; for, since I{e a?

1
we are oNE, the measure and the durati©

of His justification is the measure and ¢
ration of our justification.

Would you have these heavenly f?cffv
these divine realities, confirmed by dll"’“e
quotation from the Word of God ? Did ¥
say that belicvers have a rresext just!
cation? “ Sueh were some of you, but J
Are Justirrep,” (1 Cor. vi, 11.) « Bel

- justified.” (Rom.v. 1.
)

Did we say that this justification is PEEl
recr?! “ Ye are complete in Him.” (Co
ii. 10.) “By Him all that believe are]*
tified from all things,” (Acts xiii. 39)7
Did we say that this justification is ETF
¥aL?  “For by one offering he hath £
FECTED FOR EVER them thatare sanctifie’
(Heb. x. 14,)  Unbelieving believers,
ye of fuaithless faith, bury your dott "
and fears in the tomb of Jesus, and
them never know a resurrection. ol
yourself oNE wirh JEsus—dead, bur! .
risen—seated with Him in the heaven]"’i
and the peace of God which passeth
understanding shall keep your hearts #°
minds by Christ Jesus.” Ye shall th®
come to know the power of His resuf
tion, and thus make this strange soil of 68°
to be thevery vestibule of heaven.

T. F.—[British Herald]

'
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THE SIN OF UNBELIEF.

Fow sins appear to be so peculiarly pro-
voki'lg to God as the sin of unbelief.—
One certainly have called down such
8y judgments on men. It is a prac-
@l denial of God's Almighty power to
%ubt whether Le can do a thing, when
l'e Undertakes to do it.—It is giving the
'®to Giod to doubt whether he meavsto do

,athing, when he has plainly promised that !

shall be done.—The forty years wan-
®ings of Israel in the wilderness, should
"i‘ever be forgotten by professing Christians.
€ words of St. Paul are very solemn:
hey could not enter in because of un-
elief” (Heb. iii. 19.)
Let us watch and pray daily against this
Mul-ruining sin.  Concessions to it rob
tlievers of their inward peace—weaken
Beir hands in the day of battle—bring
“ouds over their hopes—make their cha-
ot wheels drive heavily.  According o
€ degrce of our faith will be our enjoy-
Ment of Christ’s salvation—our patience
0 the day ot trial—our victory over the
world, Unbelief, in short, is the true
Quse of 4 thousand spiritual diseases, and

“

Ohee allpwed to nestle in our hearts, wall
8tas (oth a canker. “ If ye will not be-
v‘;‘j"e, yeshall not be established.” (Isaiah
- 9.)  In all that respects the pardon of
Our sins, and the acceptance of our souls
;:j]@ duties of our 'peculiar station and the
S of our duily life—let it be a settled
waXim in owr relivion, to trust every
ord of Goc

Unbelief, RviE.

-e

A SAD CONTRAST.

10‘;}n§?llladelphia missionary writes the ful-
into t:i]:‘-‘f A few days ago a man staguered
him ¢ Mission House, with not a stitch on
h‘t, wqt an old pair of pants, shoes, vest, and
~abl h breast all apen—no shirt or coat on,
of his‘ﬁedlng fuce, fresh from a fight, and one
8onjgy ugers pearly chawed off by his anta-

8 teeth; yet that man was once a min-

1 implicitly, and to bewa:e of,
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ister of the gospel, and when sixteen years
old, wus placarded as the great juvenile preach-
er, and preached to five thousand persous.——
He proved his talent to me, by making out
a skeleton on the text, “ Let us not, therefore’
sleep as do others, but watch and be sober,’
which he did well for a mind stupid with li-
quor. He said he once had three times in
the day for private devotion, afterwards two
and then oue, finally none—so he fell. Wegot
him to wash up, dressed his wounds, clothed
as best we could, for we had no means pro-
vided but a boys shirt, an old coatand an old
hat. "Then we talked to him, prayed with bim
1 reached down the hope of Peter’s case, who
i was restored again, and made a more earnest
i preacher than ever of the Master whom he
denied, and kept ever faithful. He seemed
encouraged and went up town to his work
followed by our anxious prayers.”

—e

THOUGHTS FOR SPAREMOMENTS

"DESTROY ITNOT-ATRUENARRATIVE.
! ¢« Destroy it not; for a blessing is in it,"—
| Isa. Ixv. 8.

i Some little time ago a friend of nine
was conversing with a pious womau at

one of the railway statiens,  She informed
i him of the following remrkable oceurrence.

; She had an nnconverted husband and son,

"and they were both Infidels. ThLey used
. every possible means to induce her {o heur
flectures on infidelity, and they ultimately
Lsuccceded in their efforts.  But her cou-
| science gave her no rest. In this state
rshe became so very unhappy that she
| formed a vash resolution of self-destruction.
1n this distress of mind, one evening she

made her way to Blackfriars Bridge, and
i rushing down the steps, she walked into
I the water, but still feeling as though some
i unseen hand was holding her back ; when
words came forcibly to ber mind, as though
it had been a voice from heaven, « Des-
troy it not; for a blessing is in it.” She
came out ot the water, and, kneeling down,
lifted up her heart to God, and aske] for
divine strength to aid ler in this time of
need. On her way home she entered a
place of worship, aud, surprising to say,
»the minister’s text was, «Destroy it not;
for a blessing isin it” At the close of
the service, she mentioned the circum-
stance to the minister, who spoke comfort-
ing words to her, and advised her to re-
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turn home, When she got there, she was | a system of religion, strip the Gospel of
received with unusnal kindness. Some | the doctrine of the Atonement, and YO
time after she wentioned the whole affair } reduce it to a scheme of morality, exce”
to her husband and son, and it affected | lent, indeed, very excellent, and such #8

them both so deeply that it led them to | the world never saw: but to man, in the
seek salvation <imply through Christ, and | present state of his faculties, absolutely

ended in their renunciation of infidelity as
the disciples of Christ.  Man’s extremity
is God's opportunity. “Dastroy it not;
for a blessing is in it.”

THE UNKIND SON REBUKED.

There was ouce a man who had an only
son, to whom he was very kind, and gave
evervthing that Le bad.

When his son grew up, and dwelt in his
own house, he was very unkind to his
puor old tather, whom he refused to sup-
port, and tarned out of doors. The old

the covering fromn my bed, that I may go |

and sit by the wayside and beg”  The
child  burst iuto wars, and ran for the
covering.  He met hus father to whom he
sad, “1 am gomg 1o feteh the rug from
my grandfather’s bed, that be may wrap it
round him, and po a-begging ¢7 The cild
went for the ruyg, aud brought it to his
father, and said to him, * Father, cat itin
two; the half of it will be large enough
for grandfather, aund perhaps you nay
want the other half when T grow a man,
and turn you out of doors.”  The words of
the child struck bifm so forcibly that he im-
mediately sought his father, and entreated
forgiveness, and was ever afier kind and
attentive to the aged man. Taus a poor
old man was, through a child’s words per-
ruitted to die in peace.
EVERY DAY SUNDAY.

By different nations every day of the
week is set apart for public worship, viz.—
The Christians set apart Sunday.

|

The Grecians “ Monday.
The Persians “ Tuesday.
The Assyrians  * Wednesday.
The Egyptians Thursday.
The Turks “ Friday.
The Jews “ Saturday.

THE ATONEMENT.
The late Thomas, Earl of Kintoul, a
short time before his death, in a long and
"serious conversation with the Rev. Dr.
Kemp, of Edinburgh, thus expressed him-
self: « 1 havealways considered the Atone-
ment the characteristic of the Gospel; as

I'my dear ship, I

wan said to his grandson, “ Go and feteh |
;

; impracticable.”
!
i A TOKEN FOR MOURNERS.

. The Rev John Newton one day said 1
a gentleman, who was mourning over t
death of a lovely daughter, “Sir, if you
} going to the East Indies, I suppos®
| you would like to send a remittance befor®
[ you. This little girl is just like a remit’

tauce sent to heaven before you go youl

self. 1 suppose a merchant on *Change ¥
: never heard expressing himself thus:—*
am sorry she has got i0t0
i port so soon! 1 am sorry she has escaped”
the storms that are coming? Neithef
should we sorrow for chiidren dying.”
MODES AND MOTIVES OF GIVING. |
! Two classes of people prefer the contm”
"bution-box to a subscription paper: tho®
'who would be ashamed to have it know?
| kow little they give, and those who in trt®
- ufodesty do not wish to have it known ko?
much they contribute. Two classes prefe_r
a subscription paper: the ostentatiously I~
beral, who would not give at all unles?
they could have credit amongz men fof
| their generosity ; and the indifferent to 8
i questions of personal fame who wou
stunulate others by their own example.—
It would be a curious chapter could every
contribution, by either mode, tell its ow?
story, and reveal the motive that prompte
it. There is significance in the accou
of Him who ‘sat over against the tre#
sury, and beheld kow the people cash
money into the treasury.’ He knew 'f‘"
the contributors and the spirit by whic
they were actuated.— Watchman and B¢
JSector.

i
b

|

{
i were

*

There is one degree of sonship founded .On
creation, and that is the lowest, und belonglns
unto all, both good and bad; another degr®
above that, there is grounded upon regener™®
tion or adoption, belonging only to the trol?
faithful in this life; and a third, above th®
rest, founded on the resurrection or collatiods
of the eternal inherritance and the similitad
of God, appertaining to the sainta alone in #°
world to come.
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“GO ON SIR, GO ON.”

Arago says in his autobiography, that his
”faster in mathematics had a word or two ofad-
Vice which he found in the binding of one ofhis
text-hooks. Puzzled and discouraged by the
dfﬁiculties which he met with in his early stu-

168, he was almost ready to give over the
Pursnit.  Some words which he found on the

Waste leaf used to stiffen the cover of bis pa-
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A CONGREGATION OF THREE.

Will yon et merelate an incident whicl
was recéntly told me in the ears by one of
the parties concerned?  Two ministers of
the State of Ohio, were in its early day,
canvassing the country as agents of the
Bible Scciety.  Upon one occasion, having
arrived at the place of appointment on a
very stormy day, they found but three per-
song present, all males.  After waiting for

Perbound text-book, caught his eye and in- | awliile, the younger proposed that as so
?el‘eswd him. “ Impelled,” he says, “by an | few were present, it would be best to dis-
"definable curiosity, I damped the cover of | Mixs the assembly informally and go home.
Ye byok and carefully unrolled the leaf, to see | ** N0,” said the other, in 2 manner which
What was on the other side. It proved to be still characterizes a well-known father of
3 short lotter from 1) Alembert to a o the Chureh, “you preach your intended
' YOUNg i qor and then I will give my exhorta-

Person disheartened. like myself, by the dfficul- | v o orw 4D€ JieR L W1 SIVE 1Ny
tieg of t tical study. ¢ ]’ 1 had writ- | tion as usual. .'1 he sermon was preached,
ten ¢ mathematical stu y" an WHO T WNIL L and| the exhortation ended, and then they
wa 0 him forcounsel. *Go on ST, g0 O,y procecded to take up a collection.  And
28 the counsel D’ Alembert gave him. *The ! how 1ouch do you suppose they got from
dlﬂiculties you meet with will resolve them- ' theircongregation?  Just one hundred and
Selveg gg you advance, Proceed and light | fifty dollars—the Lord having opened the

%ill dawn and shine with increasing clearness | hearts of these men to give fifty dollars

% our path,”

“ That maxim, says Arago, ‘ was my great- |

® . .
% master in mathematics.’

sirFollowing out these simple words, ‘Go on,
m' 80 on, made him the first astronomical
w&thematician of his age. What Christians
wo“ld it make of us ! What heroes of faith!
- 1at sages in holy wisdom should we become

Just by acting out that maxim, ‘ Go on, sir
8 op r

. ¢ 'Ithe Lord’s going forth is prepared as the
b 0':“‘“8-" He does not give us noon-day to
wegm with, but the dawn of the morning, and

® must follow ou to know Him fully till per-

in love,
L]

trngo op, sir, go on,’ in the study of His
faitl,‘ *Go on, sir, go on, in the exercise of
°0nti' hope, love and obedience, and patient
op,» tnence in well-doing. “Go on, sir, go
%e;ﬂ battling with every difficulty that op-
l‘ your advancement in holiness und use-
lig}:& “ Go on, sir, go on,” till you are all
8ad all luve. ‘The path of the just is as
o:oming light, which shineth more and
on “:V?? the perfect day.” “ Go on, sir, go
ill you, through grace do it 7

;each to the cause.

| Our next appointment—said my narra-
i tor—was on a fine day, and with a Jarge
audience. Wa preached and exhorted us
rusual, and our collection amounted to just
"thirty dollars.

i Moral to ministersi—Always preach
with all your might to a small audience

1 on astormy day, and then—take up @ col-

lection!

——

BE CONTENT.

There wasa boy who only wanted a mar-
}b]e. When he had the marble he ouly
wanted a ball; when he had a ball,
he only wanted a top; when he had a
top, he only wanted a kite; and when he
had marble, ball, top, and kite, he was not
bappy,

There was a man who only wanted mo-
ney ; when he had muay, he only wanted a
house; when he bad « Louse, he only want-
ed land; when he had land, he ouly wanted
accacl; and when he he bad money, house,
Jaud, aud coach, he wanted more than
ever.

Be content with little, for much will bave
more all the world over.
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EXPOSITORY PREACHING.

From Dr. WavLaxp's MinistrY, &c.

.

Why is it that expository preaching has
8o entirely died out among us? When min-

isters had comparatively little theological
education, such preaching was very common.
Tt was entirely destitate of theological learn-
ing, but it was simple and devout, and in
most cases threw some light npon the sub-
‘ect, and, at any rate, generally induced the
hearers to examine it for themselves,  Now,
when eight or ten years are spentin the study
of languages, and in preparation for the min-
istry, we very rarely hear anything of the

kind. Can it be that after il this study men !

are unwilling to trust themsclves to explain
and enforce a paragraph of the word of God?
Or is it supposed that this kind of preaching
is beneath the diguity of the pulpit, and is
1o be resigned to Subbath-schools and Bible

classes? But [ will pursue the suhject no !

further in this direction. Lot every minister
ask himself whether he has not been deficient
in this respect,

The benefits of expository preacling are
manifold -in the first place, the particular
passage, with its connections, the scupe of the
thought, with the special force of its indivi-
dual expressions, are laid open to the mind
of the hearer. It will henceforth be a bright
spot, which will shine with a clear light in
all his subsequent readings. I its practical
and experimental lessons have heen adequate-
ly set forth, he will tarn to it with a never-
fuiling interest in the constautly recurring vi-

cissitudes of life. Irom oue such passage

he will derive a more distiuct kuowledge of

duty, from another he will learn how to guard
against or to resjst temptation, and from
another he will seck sustarning grace in afflic-
tion; aud thus his Bible will be studied with
gems which he probably would otherwise
never have discavered. How many of our eon-
gregations at the present day huve had their
Bibles thus enriched by the expositions of the
minister of Christ!

But we may go further. By thus becowming
fumiliar with the mawver in which the miuister
ulolds the'word of God, the hearer learns to

GOOD NEWS.

do it himself. He acquives the power of

| putting his whole mind into immediate con-
| tact with the Word of God. He finds thek
"here is an important meaning in every pars’
~graph and he has faith to believe that he ca
discover that meaning if he will. He sees it
done every Sabbath by another; why should
j he ot do it himself? The Bible ceases 0
; be to him a book of riddles, or of unbroken
disconnected sentences, but a book which h¢
{is confident that Good meant him to ander-
-stand. He prays for the aid of the HolY
Spirit; he reads a passage over and over
agaiu with the best (and these are commonly
the briefest) aids in his power, and, more thad
t all, withthe humble and earnest desire to know
 the whole will of God thathe may do it:—
;Tl-‘ollowing the example of his minister, b
| he sceks for the leading thonght of the pas
;sago; he seeks for its connection with that
- which immediately follows; he observes hoW
(these bear on the mext. He thus gains &
| knowledge of the direction in which tbe
thonght is moving forward Hence the cov
nection of the several parts with each other
becomes obvious. At lasta line of light
shines upon this announcement of divin®
truth, by which each portion is made severallf
tuminous, and each casts its light upon every
other. He rveads and reads again, and 8
every repetition his soul comes iuto more i
timate communion with the divine idea 0%
which he meditates, uatil, with Watts, he c8%
Sy i—

“ And when my spirit drinks her fill.
At some sweet word of thine,

Not mighty men who share the spoil,
Have joys compared with mine.

Is it uot worth the effort of  lifetime 0
produce such an affect as this on immorts
souls—souls for whom Christ died? Compar®
with it the reputation for rhetorical skill
the praise of fine writing, the thanks of g8¥
disciples “in lauguage soft as adulatio®
breathes,” for the intellectuul treat they hav®
enjoyed, and how contemptible do they
appear | It is the will of Christ that "
should *feed the church of God, which D
has purcha~ed with his own blood;” and do#
it not becone us ta “ be about our Maste?®
business?”

#«'
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8abbath School Lessons.
Novembe;—i 1863.

JESUS PROVETH THAT HE IS
CHRIST,

John 8, 12-33.

Our Lord here proceeds with an allusion to
Feast of Tabernacles, to light up two
'_‘rge golden chandeliers in the court of the
Women, the light of which illuminated the
Whale city. This was done on the first night
f the feast, and some suppose on every
Nght.  Christ calls himself the light of the
World. Those who followed him would not
Walk in the darkness of nature, of error, of
Ignorance.
The Pharisees accused him of his testimony
g untrue, because it was unsupported by
© testimony of some one else. It wasa

D0wn rule of law, that none ought to be be- |

®ved upon a testimony given to himself.
'Thel'e is an apparent difficulty in recon-
Uiling the words of our Saviour, chep. 5. 31,
'l;'-’l Witness is mot true; aud his assertion
rem’ Though I bear record of myself, my
e°°°?"d is true : but the resolution of it is
“8r by considering that he speaks in the
;’f'mer chapter, of his own simple testimony.
,“.h respect to them, as not of sufficient va-
i 1ty to authorise his Divine vocation, accord-
"2 to the rule of their law, that required a
Ouble testimony for confirmation of things.
it;tl here he speaks of the verity of it in
_f» that is, “I know from whom I have
®ived my commission.”

® judge (v. 15) after the outward appear-

» Or, according to your own passions and
TUpt affec jons.

rynet Y I judge, yet my judgment is true;
atho act of mine is a single act. I and my
thag ©r are one; and what I do, my Father
. ' 8ent me unto the world, also doeth. If
Judgment of God be true, which you all
B:‘_”l‘fdge, then my judgment is true, be.
ey, ;: 18 not mine own only, but the judg-
Yedo, that God, whom you own, acknow-

8° and" yopghi t
the Wotld, ip, and who sent me vuto

an,

Cay,

Where he says, If I bear witness of myself,d
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God so otdered it by his divite law, that
everything should be established by the tes-
timony of two witnesses, (see Deut. 17. 6;7,19_
16.) 1, saith the Saviour, have two wit-
nesses; L amone, I bear witness of myself;
my Father is another, for he beareth witness
of me. Here Christ distinguishes himself
from His Father, in respect to His office, as
he was sent, and His Father sent him.
Christ tells them, v. 19, that the reason
! why they did not know the Father, was be-
| cause they did not acknowledge, believe, and
 receive him; for if they had received and be-
 lieved him, they would not then have been at
| such a loss to have known where His Father

1

i was, or who he was.

| The treasury, v. 20, was a public place
+in the temple. Christ taught sometimes in
; one partof the temple, sometimes in another.

Ye shall die in your sins, v. 21. That is,
i you will seek the Messish. You will desire
| his coming. But the Messiah that you ex-
‘ pect will not come, and as you have rejected
i me, and there is no other Saviour, you must

die in your sins. .

Learx L Itis only through the revelation
which Christ has made, that we can suffici-
ently know God.

IL This is life eternal—to know the Fa-
ther as the only true God, and Jesus Christ
as sent by him.

ITI. All those who reject the Lord Jesus
| must die unforgiven. There is no way of sal-
vation.

IV. There will he a time when sinners will
seek for a Saviour, but will find none.

V. Those who reject the Lord Jesas must
| perish.

9th November.

GIBEON.
Read Joshua ix. 3-21.

I. The League Made,--Verses 3-15.

Gibeon wes o city five miles to the north-
west of Jerusalem. It was ichabited by
Hivites, one of the doomed nations, Exod.
xxiii. 23.

They did work wilily. ~ They saw that
walls and valoar were alike useless asa de-
fence. Probably the strictoess with which
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Joshua observed the promise to Rahab sug-
gested their plan. Israel kept their word
when given.

Took old sacks—1wine bottles, old and rent
«bread dry and mouldy. Travellers in
these countries must carry their own provi-
sions—cven the inns give merely shelter.—
Bottles were of leather, and, if old, easily
eracked and bharst.

Peradventure ye dwell among us.  Israel
had been little accustomed to find strangers
seek their friendship, and at once suspected !
some deceit. Joshua attempts to cross- i
question them, but fails. They gain his fa- |
vor by pretending great reverence for God: |
and telling how the fame of his deliverances .
for Israel had reached them. They say no- ;
thing of the victories over Jericho and Ai—
these were too recent—nor do they of their !
country. They were willing to accept the |
lowest terms—Ji'e are your servants. [

The men took of your victuals. Eatingg
of a person’s bread was and is the pledge of |
friendship in the Fast. Tsrael's princes ate !

; China? Could I become a missionary? C0

\

THE GOOD NEWS.

BE RELIGIOUS IN EVERY CALLING

Spurgeon never spoke more truth that
when he spoke as follows with reference
the every-day devotion which Christ demad !
of his people. There is no obligation tb®
binds a preacher to a devoted life that 4o
not fall equally upon the lawyer, the trad®¥
man, or the mechanic. He says:—

« Sometimes, when some of you have bee?
stirred up by a sermon, you have come t0
and said, ¢ Mr. Spurgeon, could I g‘Ou1 d
I become aminister?” In very many cas‘;ist
the brethren who offer are exceedingly W2
for any service of the kind, for they havé -
very little gift of expression, very little B&
tural genius, and no adaptation for suc
work, and I have constantly and frequenﬂy
to say, ¢ My dear brother, be consecrate
Christ in your daily calling; do not seek
take a spiritual office, but spiritualize ¥0'
common office. Why, the cobbler can cons®
crate his lapstone, while many a minister b
desecrated his pulpit. The ploughman €
put his band to the plough in as holy o mm(]’
ner as ever did minister to sacramental bré#
In dealing with your ribbons aud your gr%
ceries, in handling your bricks and yourJ‘w]’
planes, you can be as truly priests to Go ol
were those who slew the bullocks and bur®

of the mouldy bread, and thus swore that! them with the holy fire in the days of yore-’
the strangers should live in peace. Jsked ; This old fact needs to be brought out agsl®:
not counsel of God. Man loves to be inde- | We do not so much want great preachers
pendent of God. God was ever at hand to | good, upright traders; it is not much

fel
T 7
direct, and had been their leader since they | cons and elders we long for, as it is to b&

N , ; men who are deacons for Christ in com™¢
had left Egypt. When they had trusted toilife, and are really elders of the church 4
themselves they had always erred. The gol- | their ordinary conversation. Sirs, Christ dlﬂ
den calf—the spies. | not come into the world to take all ﬁsheﬂl‘;;
T o 1 Ty i from their nets, though he did take 0
II. The Fraad Discovered, ver. 16-21. | nor to call all ptibliczufs from the receipt of cus
Three days after, Tsrael heard who these | tom, though he did call one; He did 10
strangers were, and set out for their cities.— | come to make every Martha into a M8

|

Indignation and irritated pride would be kin-
dled by the discovery. But all the princes
said. Much to their honour, the princes
withstood the murmurings of the people, and
even at some rick of a rebellion, refused to

break their oath, thoughit had been obtained ;

by such false pretences. God showed his
approval of this by punishing so severely
Saul's violation of this oath, 2 Sam. xxi. I.
Tbhe cities and property of the (ibeonites
were taken from them, however, and they
were reduced to the state of slaves. They
seem to have been afterwards known as
JNVethinims, or seryauts of the temple, and
for the fidelity of their service, Ezra viii, 20,
‘to have been freed from bondage, and viewed
with respect,
idolatry.

They must have renounced !

| though he did bless a Martha and a 2

He would have you to be house“’i.ves
i still; be sisters of merey in your own hab!
‘tions. He wou!d have you be traders, b“yfho

! and sellers, workers and toilers still; for
tend of Christianity is not to make preach®’s
: but to make holy men. The preacher 18 ¢
the tool; he may sometimes be but the 8¢
fold of the house; but ye are God’s hﬂﬂb';n‘,
dry; ye are God’s building; ye, in your Coho
mon acts and common deeds, are they v
are to serve God.”

Itis good to notice, in the baptism of Chﬂff'
the clear setting forth of the three Person® 2
the Godhead. The Father utters that V%!
“This is My beloved Son.” The 8on 1 .4t
standing in the river; and the Holy Sp
comes down in & vislble appearance.
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FIRE KINDLED WITH ICE.

Whata burning-glass is, you all know
Well. It is a round glass, so shaped that
® rays of the sun which fall on its sur-
3ce, are gathered together into one point-
-2 heat, which in this manner is brought
o a focus or single point, is 8o great,
at a piece of paper or cloth can very
Wickly ¢ set on fire by it.  Perhaps you
¢ Ve yourselves tried and proved this to be
€ A rich gentleman in London once
E‘adea very interesting experiment. He
t}?d a bm'ninr_r-gl:\ss made of such a size,
at thick iron plates which he had placed
der it wore, by its great heat, pierced
oles in a tew seconds, In northern
Untries 4 piece of ice, whicl, broken off
O an iecherg, is clear and pure as the
208t heautifyl crystal, -bas been wonder-
.Y Used for the same purpose, Thecap-
h;“ of a ﬁhip first m:u'le this attempt, and
a ]i:‘ aStQIHShed were hlf crew as they saw
e tle piece of ice serving him as a burn-
S'®lass, with which he could ignite gun-
—Wder and wood. He melted lead, and
i ted the tobacco in the pipes of the sail-
bea, while the ice, through which the
a'ms of the sun passed to do all this, re-
'0ed as clear and firm as at the first.

Wi, Ut you ask—Why do you tell us this?

th At has all this to do with Missions to
¢ Heathen ?

w . .
Vhat We ought always seriously to consider
gy &

ﬂltl::) lissionary work. You see, that
thmu\lgh the warm sunbeam§ are conveyed
. gh such a cold piece of ice, they yet

ap P 50 much power and heat as to bhurn
thrg melt other things, while the ice,
Ugh which they pass, continues the
u(l)e: cold and hard thing which it was
hole' In like manner thers are people
Missica”y on with all zeal the work of
N ]_?i‘ary and Bxb.]e Societies, collect the
. ilv utions of fiiends and neighbours,
blS've their own money to circulate Bi-

g,

li
tge;_:ysﬂ(}reﬁ, énd thus by their means
lifa ;9 301 the Gospel may beget light and
fo in the dark hez?then v};orlcgi; bl%t their
Stoq Carts remain cold and. hard asa
Chricy and are not warmed by that love of
whol, of which they are yet willing the
© world should know. Take care,

™ Youug and old readers, that whilst

I answer, that it showsus |

send out Missionaries, and instruct |
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you are busy about the salvation of others,
you do not let your own souls come to hurt.
It is far easier to collect money, to take
part in Bible and Missionary meetings, and
to work for the welfare of others, than to
be Christians yourselves, to lead a truly
prayerful life, and to watch with faithful-
ness over your own hearts. Flow sad would
it be, if you should he instruments in
God’s hand of doing good to the heathen,
and kindling in them the fire of Christ's
love, but yourselves remain cold and dead!
That would be like the fellow-labourers of
Noah, who helped him to build his ark,
but did not themselves enter into it, and
were not saved by its means. The Lord
{ preserve us all from such danger!

—— e ——

SYMPATHY.

Sympathy in one another’s joys and
sorrows costs little, and yet is a grace of
most mighty power. Like the oil on the
wheels on some large engine, it may seem
a trifling and unimportant thing, yet in
reality it has an immense influence on the
comfort and well-working of the whole
' machine of society. A kind word of con-
gratulation or consolation is seldom forgot-
ten. The heart that is warmed by good
tidings, or chilled by affliction, is peculiarly
i susceptible, and sympathy to such a heart
iis often more precious than gold.

i The servant of Christ will do well to re-
i member this grace. It seems “a little
: one,” and amildst the din of controversy,
jand the battle about mighty doctrines, we
; are sadly apt to overlook it. Yet it is one
- of those pins of the tabernacle which we
! must not leave in the wilderness. It is
;one of those ornaments of the Christian
i character which make it Leautiful in the
|eyes of men. Let us not forget that it is
renforced upon us by a special precept.
i % Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and
“ weep with them that weep.” (Rom. xii.
115.) The practice of it seems to bring
down a special blessing. The Jews who
came to comfort Mary and Martha at Be-
thany, saw the greatest miracle that Jesus
ever worked.— Above all, it is commendad
to us by the most perfect example. Our
Lord was ready both to go to a marriage
feast, and to weep at a grave. (John ii.
1, &c. Jobnxi. 1, &c.) Let us be eve
ready to go and do likewise. :
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DR. HITCHCOCK ON TRANSMU-
TATION OF SPECIES.

It is asignificant fact that very few of
the advocates of the transmutation hypo-
thesis refer to man as an example of it.—
Yet if it be true, man ought to be a con-
spicuous illustration of it. For in his case
we have the most perfect of all animals
and vastly the superior of them all, ap-
pearing suddenly at a very recent period;
for though geologists may contend about
the precise period of his appearance, all
agree that it was very recent, and none
contend that it was earlier than the alluvial
period. Whence came he? If heis only
one of the lower animals metamorphosed,
we ought surely to find a multitude of in-
termediate varieties, But unot one has
ever been brought to light. The monkey
tribe must have beeu his immediate proge-
nitor. But only a very few species of
those have been found fossil, and none
below the Tertiary, and all of them differ
as much from man as do the living mon-
keys. Lamarck had the boldness to at-
tempt to describe the process by which the
moukey was transformed into a man. But
the picture was so absurd and ridiculous
that few have attempted to make a sober
philosophical defence of it.  Yet if it fails
1n & species so conspicuous as man, it fails
as to all others. But it is less revolting
to common sense and experience to vepre-
sent obscure radiate or articulate or mollus-
cous animals as slowly transmuted from
one species into another, than to bring
man into the same category. Therefore
silence in respect to him is the wisest
course, For what philosophic mind, free
from bias, can believe such a being, the
highest of all animals in anatomical strue-
tue and intellect, and possessed of a mo-
ral nature, of which o trace exists in any
other animal, is merely the product of
transmutiation of the radiate monad through
the mollusk, the lobster, the bird, the qua-
druped, and the monkey, either by La-
marck’s principle of « appetency,” and ¢ the
foree of circumstances,” or Darwin’s prin-
ciple of ¢ selection?” The fact is, man’s
appearance at 80 late a period in the
earth’s history, and so independent of all
other species, seems a providential testi-
mony to the absurdity of this hypothesis.

THE GOOD NEWS,

Opinions of Eminent Naturalists.

We have seen, however, that it has bee?
adopted by some naturalists. How 18’
with the distinguished paleontoloyists 8™
zoologists to whom we have referred a8
highest authority on such questions?
quote first from Professor Pictet, W0
says, “ the theory of the transformatio?
of species appears to us entirely inadmist"
ble, and diametrically opposed to au,fhe
teaching of zoology and physiology:
Says Agassiz, * nothing furnishes the
slightest argument in favour of the mut¥
bility of species; on the contrary, eVe’-‘j
modern investigation has only gone toc0P
firm the results first obtained by Cﬂ"‘ert’
and his views that species are fixed.” f‘I
caunot be denied that the species of dif®”_
rent successive periods are supposeq )
some naturalists to derive their distl®
guishing features from changes which have
taken place in those of preceding ages; P
this is a mere supposition, supponed “"1.:
ther by physiological nor geological ¥
dence, and the assumption that aniuB®”
and plants may change in a similar m3®
ner during one and the same period. 02
the contrary, it is known by the eviden®
furnished by the Egyptian monume”
and by the most careful comparison be%
tween animals found in the tombs ¢
Egypt with the living specimens of
same species obtained in the same countrs’
that there is not the shadow of a di er;
ence between them, for a period of abO“s
five thousand years. Geology only Sl'lotzd
that at different periods there have ex®
different species; but no transition fro
those of a preceding into those of the fo’
lowing epoch, has ever been noticed 87
where.” ‘

Says Owen, referring to the hypothese:
of Wallace, Darwin, and others, “ obs®
vation of the effects of any of the abo?
hypothetical transmuting influence®
changing any known species into ano
has not yet been recorded. And past
perience of the chance aims of humb' .
fancy, unchecked and unguided by ova
served facts, shows how widely they hi‘,“e
ever glanced away from the golden céf
of truth.” . o

Compelled thus by the principlés o
true philosophy to discard an hy (B
80 unreasonable, these distinguised 84 % ‘
have felt as if special acts of crestio?

.
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z‘;lne Power were the only alternative to ) duction is one of the facts of geological
unt for the successive introduction of | history. But the mere creation of these
'“Pfuim“p‘ of organisms upon the earth's | successive races is not the whole of the
(that o “ The two first explications”— | matter. For they were nicely adapted to
ne - of the displacement of conternpora- |-the altered condition of things at the dif-
tem, faunas—deplacement des faunas con- | ferent epochs. They showed, also, a gra-
p°"qmes——and that of transmutation,) | dual elevation in the scale of being, as we
[Lictet, ¢being inadmissible, there | rise higher and higher. If it was not a
the 18 the third, which is known under | miracle to introduce succeeding groups un-
ion 18I of the theory of successive crea- | der such circumstances, that is, a speci’
Ve, ecause it admits the direct inter- | divine interventiou, then we despair of
Mgy, 1. Of Creative power at the commence- | finding a miracle anywhere.— Bibliotheca
O of each geological epoch.” Sacra.

ar ;{:fessor Owen is more decided. «We
the d‘le, savs he, “ to demonstrate that
teng lﬁ'erew, epochs of the earth were at- FAITH.
o with corresponding changes of ) —- .
ooy e structure; and that in all these in- | W bat is the whole history of God's saints
ing :i‘ of change the organs, still illustrat- | in every age but a record of men and wo-
wora '© Unchanging fundamental types, | men who obtained a good report by faith ¢
u&:e! a8 far ag we could comprehend their What is the SImple story qf all from Abel
tior. XActly those best suited to the func- | downwards but a parrative of redeemed
o of the being. Hence we mot only | sinners who believed, and so were blessed
¥ telligence evoking means adapted | By faith they embraced promises. By
Por, ® end, but at successive times and | faith they lived. By faith they walked.
ﬂdao 8 producing a change of mechanism | By faith they endured hardships. ) By
Th& to a change in external eonditions, faith they looked to an unseen Savm}xr,
tior. the highest generalizations in the | and good things yet to come. By faith.
Yiag | of organic bodies, like the Newto- ! they battled with the world, the flesh, nd
Unen. W8 of universal matter, lead to the | the devil. By faith they overcame, and
e:l:lulvocal conviction of a great First | got safe home. Of this goodly company
%, which is certainly not mechanical.” the Virgin Mary was proving herself one.
iz !' still stronger emphasis does Agas- | No wonder that Elizabeth said,  Blessed
theng 1os Of the origin of animals. « All|is she that believed.”
top, baingy " says he, “do not exist in| Do we know anything of this precious
pbya‘-c:le‘me of the continued agency of | faith? This, after all, is the question that
Cnive Causes, but have made their suc- | concerns us. Do we know anything of
lmme‘liaypgarance upon the earth by the | the faith of God’s elect, the faith wkich is
tave intervention of the Creator.” | of the operation of God? (Titus i. 2.—
n;e"edb 8 uns.opblsmcated. mind, untram- | Col. ii. 12)) Let us never rest till we
from a]ly theories, the inevitable conclusion | know it by experience. Once knowing it,
a these facts is, that the successive | let us never cease to pray that our faith
an pm"% of numerous groups of animals ; may grow exceedingly. Better a thousend
'iiat,incam“ on the globe, forms so many ! times be rich in faith than rich in gold,—
For i texan}ples of miracles of creation.— Gold.will be worthless in the uneeen land
of the @ view of all except the advocates ' to which we are all travellgng. Faith will
ang od evelopment Hypothesis, they de-| be owned in that world before God the
hy, or 5{ force above and beyond mature | Father and the holy angels. When the
“loary course, aud this is the es- | great white throne isset, and the books are
g in a miracle. What believer | opened, when the dead are ealled from
of 1ble ever doubted that the creation ,their graves, and receiving their final
Padlg 5, :‘:.d coutemporary races was a mi- | sentence, the value of faith will at lengih
Videngg .o “e0se! Indeed what stronger |'be fully known. Men will learn then, if
"Qany'h"f miraculous intervention have !;they naver learned before, how true are
bein ra than the creation of organic | the words, “Blessed are they that be-
®pecially of mant and his intro- | liaved.”

e
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INFATUATION OF THE SINNER,

Itis alleged by travellers, thatthe ostrich,
when pursued by its hunters, will thrust
its head into & bush, and, without further
attempt either at flight or resistance, quiet-
ly submit to the stroke of death. Men say
that, having thus succeeded in shutting the
pursuers out of its own sight, the bird is
stupid enough to faney that it has shut
itself out of theirs, and that the danger
which it has concealed from its eyes has
ceased to exist. We doubt that. God
makes no mistakes. Guided as the lower
animals are in all their instincts by infinite
wisdom, 1 fancy that a more correct know-
ledge of that creature would show, that
whatever stupidity there may be in the
matter lies not in the poor bird, but in
man’s rash conclusion regarding it. Man
trusts to hopes which fail him, the spider
never; she commits her weight to no thread
which she has spun, until she has pulled
on it with herarmsand proved its strength.
Misfortune overtakes man unprovided aud
unprepared for it; not winter the busy bee.
Amid the blaze of gospel light man misses
bis road to heaven: without any light
whatever, in the darkest night, theswallows
cleave their way through the pathless air,
returning to the window nook where they
were nestled; aud through the depths of
ocean the fish steer their course back to
the river where they were spawned.

If we would find folly, Solomon tells us
where to seck it.  “ Folly,” says the wise
man, “is bouad up in the heart of & ckLild ;”
and what is folded up there, like leaves in
their bud, blows out in the deeds and
babits of men. This poor bird, which has
thrust its head into the bush, and stands
quietly to receive the shot, has been hunted
to death. For hours the cry ofits pursuers
has rung in its startled ear; for hours their
feet have been on its weary track; it has
exhausted strength, and breath, and craft,
and cunning to escape; aud even yet, give
it time to breathe, give it another chance,
and it is away with the wind; and with
wings out-spread, on rapid feet it spurns
the burning sand. It is because escape is
hopeless, and death is certain, that it has
buried its bead in that bush, and shut its
eyes toa fate which it canuot avert.

To man—rational and responsible man
—belongs the folly of closing Lis eyes toa
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fate which he can avert, and thrusting bis
head into the bush while escape is possiblei
and because he can put death,and judgments
and eternity out of mind, living as if ther
were neither a bed of death nor a bar ©
judgment. Be wise—be men. ook your
danger in the face. Anticipate the d8f
when you shall behold a God in judgment
and a world in flames; and now flee ¥
Jesus from the wrath to come, To comé’
In a sense wrath has already come. Th?
fire has caught; it hasseized your garments?
you are in flames. O! away then, aP
cast yourself into that fountain which b9
power to quench these firesand cleanse yO©
from all your sins.— Guthrie’s Gospel
Ezekiel.

A SEED WELL PLANTED.

Some twenty-three years ago,in a Sm“]el
rural village in western New York, on
Sabbath morning, as a pious young man ¥ ¢
going to church, he observed a group ;"
children at play in the street. He kindl¥
spoke to them, and asked them to accompa?
him to the Sabbath-school. They ref{ls‘; ¢
to go. One, however, a bright-eyed h“if
fellow, expressed his willingness to 8%
his mother would permit him. The teach®,
kindly took him by the hand, called ﬂ“r
obtained permission of the widowed mothe?
that her little boy might become a mem®”
of his class. Thence foward he was in Cf’z
stant attendance. By his fixed attenti??
rapid improvement, and meek and gen 2
disposition, he won the estcem and affecti®
of all, w0

At the ageof twplve, he was brought s
the fold of the good shepherd, Jesus. 1‘6.5
he came to the years of manhood he left h”'
native village, and settled in the far We#
Here, in his new home, where sacred Bssbe
ciations held no kindly influence, he felt
need of the saving grace of the gospé 4
truth, With his characteristic energy ¥,
unflagging perseverance, he went to wor
aidin building up in that desolate place
kingdom of our Lord and Saviour. o

As the results of his unceasing toil, bé (b
lated a few months since to the Sabb‘;'ne,
school, on his first visit to his carly ho
after the lapse of many years, that theré vest
been established in the valley of the 2 o
some forty distinct branches in Zions ‘;gh"
yard, eight hundred souls had been bf"ﬁon,
to receive the living waters of S"'lvabeeﬂ
and four hundred Sabbath-schools had we
planted in different parts. And thes®
the fruits, by the grace of God, of the flerf“]
of that once poor vagrant boy. Wor od 00
indeed is the blessing of God bestowW ol
the efforts of the humblest of his peoP




