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‘ STATISTICAL RETURNS.

'"Information a8 to the extent of the
membership of our Church and the num-
ber of our adherents, as well of those gath-
ered into congregations as of those yet
unprovided with spiritual ordinances,
would prove of much service. Were such
an ecclesiastical census once accurately
obtained, the annual returns would prove
interesting, uscful and instructive. Now
telling of advance and progress, and stim-
ulating to exertion, here showing removals
by death, and again chronicling additions
to the roll of members from the ranks of
the young or the indifferent ; such details
would mark the history of the Church.
In order to effect this, a Committee of the
Synod might be charged with the duty,
and their annual report would be looked
for with interest. [t might include a
statement of the sums contributed by each
congregation to the support of the Pastor
and to the various schemes of the Chureh,
and to Church or Manse erection. The
exhibiting for instance of such facts as those
relating to the ‘increase in Church mem-
hership of certain of our congregations, re-
cently referred to in our columns, would
not fail to prove encouraging to the whole
Church. Henceforth our Church must be
in the main a voluntary Church,and there-
fore the present is the proper time for con-
sidering what measures will best conduce

to the maintenance of her efficiency, and
evince her adaptation to the change in her
circumstances. Amongst these measures,
at some of which we have already glanced,
and at others design to glance from time to
time, we consider this matter of Statistical
Returns important, and trust to seec a Com-
mittee charged by the next Synod with their
collection, and cordially supported by the
Church in the efficient performance of
their duties.

~

THE CHURCH IN CANADA.

—

COMMISSION OF SYNOD.

The Commission of Synod met accord-
ing to appointment on the 3rd of October
at Kingston. There were present Doctors
Machar, Barclay, Williamson and Skin-
ner, Messrs Urquhart, George, William
Bain, Mowat, Macdonnell, Maclennan,
Burnet and McKerras, Ministers, and
Judge Malloch and Mr. Mowat, Elders.

Professor Williamson was appointed
Moderator, and, in the absence of the Clerk
through severe illness, the Rev. Mr. Mow-
at was chosen to act as Clerk.

An application from the congregation at
Litchfield to the Colonial Committee for
aid in paying off the debt on their Charch
having been laid before the Commission
for its approval, it was agreed to remit it
to the Presbytery of the bounds to be pre-
pared for being laid before the Synod at its

—

next meeting accompanied with a certified
copy of the title-deeds.

'The Commission appointed Dr, Skinner
and Mr. J. B. Mowat a Committee ‘to
draw out and transmut to all the congrega.
tions a Circylar upon the subject of the
collections for the College Buildings, urg.
ing the punctual payment of the instal-
ments still due by those congregations
which bave already subscribed, and calling
the attention of such as have not yet sub-
scribed to the imperative duty of making
prompt and liberal contributions to this
very important object.

There was read a letter from Mr. John
Whyte in reference to the sentence of sus-
pension passed upon him at the last meet-
ing of Synod. Several Members of Synod,
iu whose neighbourhood Mr. Whyte has
been living, and who have had opportuni~
ties of becoming acquainted with his de-
meanour since last meeting of Synod, were
heard regarding his conduct in his domes-
tic relations during that interval. Mr.
Whyte was also heard in further explana-
tion of his views and feelings.

After a long discussion the following
motions were proposed.

- It whs moved by Mr. Burnet and sce-
onded by Dr. Skinner: That, inasmuch
as the decision of the Synod contemplated
the removal of the suspension of Mr.
Whyte whenever the Commission had
received satisfactory evidence of his having
fulfilled the recommendation of the Synod,
expressing repentance for the past and ase
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surance for the future of becoming con-
duct, the above condition having been
fulfilled, the Commission do now remove
the suspension after he has been suitably
admonished by the Moderator.

It was then moved in amendment by
Dr. Machar, and seconded by Mr. Mac-
lennan: That the Commission, while they
regard with satisfaction the general tenor
of Mr. Whyte’s application, while they
would hail with joy every token of his re-
pentance, and while they have listened
with pleasure to the testimony borne in
Mr. Whyte’s favour by members of this
Commission who have held intercourse
with him, yet, inasmuch as sufficient time
has not yet elapsed for Mr. Whyte's giv-
ing proof of the sincerity of his repentance
and so regaining the confidence of the
Christian community, considerthat it would
not be for edification to remove the sen-
tence of suspension in this case for the
present.

It was next moved by Mr. McKerras,
and seconded by Mr. Bain : That the Com-
mission, having heard read a letter from
Mr. Whyte;making application to have the
decision come to at last meeting of Synod
(in his case) removed, and having also re-
ccived afavourable statement of the manner
in which he has conducted himself during
the past summer from several ministers
living in proximity to the place of his tem-
porary residence, yet upon a calm and
conjunct view of the circumstances of the
case deem it inexpedient at present to re-

_ move the sentence of suspension.

The vote was then taken on the amend-
ments of Dr. Machar and Mr. McKerras,
when, Dr. Machar’s having been carried
by a large majority, that of Mr. McKerras
was declared to be lost.

The vote was next taken on Dr. Mach-
ar’s amendment and Mr. Burnet’s mo-
tion, when Dr. Machar’s was carried by
a majority of nine to three, and the Com-
mission decerned in terms thereof.

It was then moved by Professor George,
andseconded by Mr. Burnet: That the Com-
mission hold an adjourned meeting in To-
ronto on the third Tuesday of February at
four o’clock P. M. with a view of taking
further action in the case of Mr. Whyte, if
deemed advisable, and of taking up all
other competent business,

It was also moved in amendment by
Judge Malloch, and seconded by Mr.
Mowat, Elder: That, inasmuch as there is
no further business before this Commission,
it do now adjourn sine die.

The vote being taken, Professor George’s
motion carried by a majority, and accord-
ingly the Commission adjourned to meet
in Toronto on the third Tuesdayof Feb-
ruary at four o'clock P. M.

THE CALCUTTA ORPHANAGE AND ST.
ANDREW'S CHURCH SABBATH
N SCHOOL, HAMILTON.
We have much pleasure in inserting
the ensuing letter. We are gratified that
thie interesting work has been engaged in,
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and we trust that many of our Schools
will take part in the effort.  "We know of
no means more likely to awaken in the
minds of the young a zeal for the cause of
Missions than thus linking their sympa-
thies with the education and progress of a
young orphan in India’s distant land. We
learn that the name “Mary Hamilton ”
has been bestowed upon the litlle protegée
by the children of St. Andrew’s Church
Sabbath School in lieu of her heathen
name “ Soua.” We trust to hear of her
mental and spiritual progress, and that
many of our schools will emulate this ex-
ample.

Scorrisn Lapies’ ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCE-
MENT oF FEMALE EpvcaTioN IN INpia

THE REV. ROBERT BURNET, HAMILTON,
CANADA WEST.

REV. AND DEAR SiR,—Mr. John Paton,
Kingston, has written, informing me that
the children attending your Sabbath-school
have resolved to support an orphan at our
Orphan Refuge, Calcutta. This is very
good news, coming from the Far West, and
reaching unto the distant East. The Gospel
knows no latitude. I would recommend
to the appropriation and prayers of my
young friends litle “ Soua” in the Or-
phanage: and, if they will send me a Chris-
tian name to be given to her, I will forward
it to the Superintendent at Calcutta.

Yours respectfully,
Joux WRIGHT,
Secrelary.
Edinburgh, 28th August, 1855.

CONGREGATION OF KITLEY.

An examination of the Sabbath-school
at Ross’s Corner, Kitley, took place on
Sabbath, the 21st October. It has beenin
operation about 6 months, The progress
made by the children in general far sur-
passed my expectation, and was highly
creditable to the teachers. They recited
‘portions of the Scriptures and of th- para-
phrases approved of by the Church of
Scotland, thus storing the mind with reli-
gious and useful kanowledge, which time
can never efface or entirely obliterate.

I have for more than 40 years witnessed
the operations and permanent advantage
of such schools; and I can say from long
experience that 1 know no institution in
the circle of Christian enterprise, in my
judgement, better adapted for advancing
the Kingdom of Christ than by training the
rising generation in our Sabbath-schools.

It seems tome, under Divine Providence,
to be the surest way of guarding the young
against Sabbath desecration, infidelity, and
the many unhallowed scenes of folly and
dissipation which prevail especially in
those parts where a standing Gozpel Min-
istry has not been established. But store
the ‘mind of our youth with Gospel truth,
and you have them well equipped to
defend themselves against the various
attacks of the enemy, l-aving * the sword of
the Spirit, which is the Word of Goed.” But

-

those, ignorant of the law and testimony,
are subject to error in principle, and 1o be
“ carried about with every wind of doc-
trine.”

It is my nost earnest desire that all
professing Christians, of whatever denomi-
tion they may be, would duly appreciate
the advantage of Sabbath-schoolinstruction.

D. Evans, Minzster.

DEATH OF THE HONORABLE THOMAS
McKAY.

We have this month to record the death
of the Honorable Thomas McKay. This
melancholy event took place at Rideau
Hall, his late residence, near the City of
Ottawa on Tuesday 9h October. He
was born at Perth in Scodand on the Ist
September, 1792 ; and his age conse-
quently was 63 years and 39 days.

Mr. McKay’s remains were followed
to the tomb by a numerous body of all
classes and of all denominations of Chris-
tians, and on the following Sabbath a
funeral sermon was preached by the Rev.
Alex. Spence in St. Andrew’s Church,
Ottawa City, of which Mr. McKay was
an Elder and Trustee. We give the fol-
lowing extract from that sermon:

“ We have doubtless at the present time
a call for consideration. A breach has
taken place among the office-bearers of
this church, and shall we not lay it to
heart? If there is joy in Heaven at the
sinner’s first turning unto God, doubtiess

there i3 more exceeding joy when the
righteous is admitted to the heavenly man-

sions ; and, if interest is manifested in
IHeaven when a righteous man dies, shall
we, the members of this congregation,
cherish apathy or unbelief? Shall we lay
ourselves open to that charge which was
brought against the men of Israel of old,
when the prophet said of them—«The
righteous perisheth, and no man layeth it
to heart.”

« Tt is very true that it has not been
our practice in this place to attempt
a delineation of the character of those who
from time to time are removed from
amongst us to an eternal world. But it is
to be borne in mind that an Elder is pub-
lic property ; and, this being the case,
surely we may be excused for endeavour-
ing to pay some tribute of respect to the
memory of one whose history as an office-
bearer in this church is to be identified
with the history of the congregation itself.
It is now nearly 25 years since he, who
died in the Lord on Tuesday last, was set
apart to the holy office of the eldership,
being ordained the 9th of January, 1834
and his memory must ever he connected
in the minds of the members of this con-
gregation with the most deeply interesting
of their associations. Nor was the de-
ceased connected with this congregation
only as an Eider. Asa trustee and man-
ager, he was led to take a part in regulating
its temporal affairs, And we might safely



leave it to yourselves to say in what way
he discharged his duties in both these
offices. Whatever may have been the
subject of dispute--or whatever diversity of
opinion may have existed as to the best
means of promoting the interests and wel-
fare of the congregation throughout the
course of its history from the time of its
organisation—we have not heard that any
have ever ventured to call in question
the eminence of his services, On the
contrary, was it not the case that by
a continued series of praise-worthy ex-
ertions and by an unremitted persever-
ance in well-doing on your behalf he ac-
quired such a degree of influence over
you all as that you felt that the utmost
deference was due to his opinion on all
occasions of difficulty 7 1lave you not even
delighted to pay to the worth and excel-
lence of his character—as manifested in
the two-fold capacity of Elder and Manager
—the unbought tribute of respect and
esteem ?

¢ Nor was it only as an Office-bearer
in this congregation thatthe deceased won
the respect and the gratitude of those
around him. As your representative
Elder, he not unfrequently took part in the
superior Church Courts, and an intere_st.in
the general concerns of the body to which
we professedly belong. It is doubtless
creditable to his memory that, along with
one other member of the Legislative Coun-
cil, he received the thanks of the Synod
within the current year for his exertions
on behalf of the interests of this Church—
especially during the last session of Par-
liament; and that he should be deemed
worthy of being one of 5 commissioners
appointed with full power to give the
formal sanction of the Synod to what
is known as the Commutation Scheme—a
scheme which is now happily effected, and
which promises to prove a blessing not
only to the people of our days but likewise
to generations yet unborn.

“ But this is not all: It was not only as
an Office-bearer in this congregation, or in
connection with the general interests of
the Church, that the deceased distinguished
himself.  Though he came to this country
and to this neighbourhood- without any of
the means of acquiring adventitious dis-
tinction, he gradually atfained a marked
ascendency inthecommunity among whom
his lot was cast.  This was probably owing
to that good sense which he possessed in
such a remarkable degree, to that prudence
and caution which he exercised, and which
were the fruits of that masculine under-
standing with which he was naturally en-
dowed. Ttis not unworthy of notice, more-
over, that without sacrificing any of his
dignity, without any artifice or flattery he
had a wonderful facility of accommodating
himself to all sorts of society, and of ren-
dering himself aceeptable to all classes.
But it was to those who have to labour
with their hands for their daily bread that
he manifested himself a special friend.
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This may have heen more obvious at that
period when there were in thislocality few
men of enterprise besides himself; but
even latterly, or during the last few years
of his life, such was his activity of mind,
strengthened by habit, that through his
instrumentality the temporal happiness of
many a family was greatly promoted ; and,
we are persuaded, that. much as his death
may be lamented by the publicin general,
his loss will be deeply felt by the class to
whom we have just alluded.  One of our
oluest trees has indeed fallen, whose
luxuriant branches afforded shelter and
comfort to not a few households.

« As to the mode of conducting his
business which was adopted and strietly
acted upon by the deccaxed, I shall say
nothing butsimply this, that Tdobelieve that
the public possessed the utmost confidence
in his integrity. Ilis probity, so far as I
know, was never suspected. It was ad-
mitted by all that he was striclly, even
in the broadest sense of the term, a straight-
forward, honest man.

« As to the personal piety of him, whose
loss we this day lament, there could be no
doubt. At what period of his life he be-
came a converted man we have no means
of knowing; but not a few of you know
better than I do to what extent he exhibited
during the course of a long residence
amongst you the fruits of a living faith.
It was during the peried of his illness,
however, that the strength of his faith
became more apparent. [t i3 most
true that to pass judgement on one's
character and state in the sight of God,
from feelings expressed under the lan-
guour of disease, and from expressions
uttered amid the pains of dissolving nature,
were unwarrantable temerity, inasinuch as
the tastes, the sentiments, the pursuits of
habitual life make up character, and in
general indicate our actual state; and on
these generally ought our opinion to be
grounded, in as far as it belongs to us to
decide. Nevertheless on the approach
of death we anxiously look for indications
of interest in the Saviour ; and in the case
before us these were very ample. On
being informed of the dangerous character
of the disease with which he was afllicted,
and of the probability of its soon proving
fatal, the deceased calmly and deliberately
set his house in order like one who knew
and felt that the time was at hand wnen
he would be no longer steward. He then
directed much of his time and thoughts to
the things of eternity, and, although he
sometimes expressed a wish to remain
somewhat longer here for the sake of those
whom he deeply loved, yet his language
was that of perfect resignation to the will
of the Almighty ; and he seemed to feel to
realize the thought that, lovely as the scene
was immediately around him, it was not to
be compared to the green pastures and the
still waters of the Paradise above. 1is
last hours were hours of extreme pain and
weakness; but they were much devoted
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to prayer; and the last words which he was
heard disiinctly to utter were an invita-
tion to his weeping family around him to
unite in suppheation (or his soul.  Shortly
after hie died calmly in body apd in mind,
testifying as by a voice out of Ieaven how
holy and righteous the ways of God are
with His children, how great their peace is,
how inviolable their security.

« By the death of him, whom we last
Thursday consigned to the grave, you have
sustained a severe loss, and 1 have been
bereaved of a friend.  But s it not consol-
atory to think that, when situated as we
this day are, death is not an eternal sleep,
that he, whom we dread as the spoiler of
our friendship, is but the messenger who
conveys the departed to the realms of bliss.
And, having before us another lesson, of
which we have recently had so many, as
to the uncertainty of life, how auxious
should we be that we ourselves may not
by our carelessness or by our impenitence
be cast out whilst those, {or whom we
mourn, are permitted to enter into peace
and to walk in their own uprightness in
the presence of Jesus and before the
Throne of God.”

T'ercus, 21st September, 1855,
Dear Mr. Editor,

Will you permit me to re-
cord a few notes in «The Presbyterian,”
connected with a visit which T lately paid
to “Owen’s Sound.” T hopethat,afterper-
using my narrative,which I'shall endeavour
to condense, you and your readers will
pardon my obiruding this communication
upon public notice because of the object,
which, I trust, will be obvious to all.

When contemplating acceptance of my
present charge, I was quite aware that a
part of the duty of our minister at Fergus
is, to do all in his power for the population
in the country behind and onwards to
“ Owen’s Sound” and its vicinity.  Accor-
dingly, finding that I had the first Sabhath
of the present month at my disposal, T re-
solved upon a journey as faras Sydenham.
With this view I left home on Tuesday
the 28th ult. The township next to Ni-
chol iy Arthur,in a north-west direction,
which is, T may say, the course of the en-
tire “ Owen Sound Road,” although after
leaving Arthur the line is more nearly
north.  Distant thirteen miles from Fergus
is the village of Arthur. It has the high-
way or public road to the “Sound” pass-
ing through it, as has each village from it
to Sydenham. Throughout the township
there is quite a number of members, ad-
herents, and friends of our Church, who
are anxious to have her worship, preach-
ing and ordinances, administered among
them. Most of them regard her as « the
Church of their fathers,” and are disposed
to appreciate her excellency in imparting
¢ the Truth as it is in Jesus,” andin train-
ing her children to be “soundin the faith.”
A large proportion are, I believe, from the
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North of Ireland, of the class designated
« Irish with Seotch principles.”  The
Presbytery of 1Iamilton have for the last
twelve months been paying as much at-
tention as is in their power to this important
locality. We have <ome warm friends
here, and there is much in this farge and
prosperous township to call for our zeal-
ous Christian efforts for the eternal good
of those who are willing to receive the
Word of Life from us. It may be meution-
ed that a new village is about heing started
at the distance of eight miles {rom the pres-
ent one, and near the centre of the town-
ship.

Twenty-eight miles from Fergus we
come to the incipient Village of * Mount
Forest.” 1t is situated a Little to the north
of the Maitland River, at a point, I think,
where the Townships of Egremont and
Arthur meet, while a part of Luther is on
the right hand. There are said to be seven
stores in this rising village. 1 did not dis-
cover more than tour or five. There are
two taverns at least in it. The place is
pleasantly situated on the road. T under-
stand that it is not more than two years
since it was first surveyed and laid out by
Government. The necessity of a centre
and market for the surrounding and rapid-
ly advancing country is the healthful occa-
sion of the commencement and progress
of many such villages in this prosperous
Province. I saw portions of two families
who were members with us at Fergus, and
who have recently purchased village lots
in ¢ Mount Forest” and gone to settle there.
I arranged with them, when I should be
back from“The Sound,” that we might have |
Divine Service, if any gathering of people
could be obtained. I regretto have to say
that on my arrival on the following Tues-
day at 11 A. M. I found not even alittle
congregation of two or three gathered to-
gether. Those who had been spoken to
were indisposed to meet at that hour on
a day of busy work.

The next village on the “ Owen Sound
Road” is Durham, distant sixteen miles
from Mount Forest. Its aspect is cheer-
ful, its growth has been very rapid, and it
appears to be steadily increasing.  There
are soime ten or twelve stores and several
hotels. Going and coming, I quartered
for the night at Hunter’s.  Hisis a large
building, something in the style of our city
hotels. The sleeping accommodations,
rooms and furniture are good.  T'wo years
ago the best hotel in the place, T was told,
was a log shanty. The “United Preshy-
terian” Church has been paying good at-
tention to its spiritual wants, and there is
a Free Church Catechist at work here and
in the neighbourhood. On my way back
I preached inthehouse of “ The Disciples”
10 a congregation of twenty-six attentive
hearers. I do not know that there is any
other place of worship in Durham than
this, the private property of the county
member, and which, I learned, serves for ]
public meetings in general.
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On Wednesday, the 29th, I procecded
on my way together with several gentle-
men who left Durham that morning for
“The Sound.” TFrom Smith’s Tavern,
three miles from Mount Forest to the
California House, nine miles on this side
of Sydenham, the road becomes much
rougher, stonier, and more hilly. The
corduroys or crossways are fearful. T was
often in dread lest mv buggy should re-
ceive such damage as would amount to “ a
break-down,” whitst far off {rom the friend-
ly smith whose brawny arm and sturdy
hammer could repair the damage.  Iow-
ever, as on a hundred previous journeys, so
now no ill befel me; the same mereiful
paternal Providence, whose guidance and
guardianship T had so oft expericuced, led
me in safety through.  Surely it becomes
me to adopt the expiession of the Psalm-
ist’s ¢ whole heart” to the Lord and say,
—< ITwill praise Thy name for Thy loving-
kinduness and for Thy truth.”

The country through which T traveled
is very stony, yet the soil is good.  There
are many evidences of this. In a few years
the stones, it is likely, wil have been turn-
ed to good account in forming permanent
dykes or walls. Iiven the humble log-
house in which the setiier now lives
is associated with the idea of pienty. The
Christian tiller of the ground in Canada is
emphatically called upon this season to
render the tribute of liveliest gratitude to
the «Giver of all good.” Wheun he witnes-
ses, pa‘ticipates in and hears of the un-
precedented yield of this harvest, he will
say unto God with adoring thanksgiving,—
“ Thou coverest the year with Thy good-
ness 3 and Thy paths drop fatness.”

I arrived at Sydenham on Wednes-
day afternoon, and, though a perfect stran-
ger, was well received by those who prov-
ed to me hospitable and kind friends.
Immediate arrangements were made for
the Lord’s Day. The use of a carpen-
ter's Jarge loft was obtained for the morn-
ing, and our brethren of the United Pres-
bytertan Church kindly offered the use of

their place of worship for the evening.’

Haud-bills to this effect were outin various
directions on Thursday. The intervening
time I spent in visiting as many of the
known members and adherents of the
Church of Scotland as possible.

On Friday afternoon, the 31ist, T went
about seven miles from the town to « the
10th lot.” I would counsel the traveler
notneedlessly to takea light vehicle through
the rough ways of this road. Let him
rather in summer assume the attitude of
a pedestrian, or ride on horseback. In the
school-house of the 10th lot 1 had worship,
and ministered « the Word of Life” to a
congregation of between thirty and forty
intelligent-looking and well dressed per-
sons, most of whom were Highlanders from
Caithness.  After the service I had a
conversation on baptism with a number
of them who remained. They wished that
Sacrament for their children, but not that

themselves should participate in the Sac-
rament of the Supper. «They did not
deem themselves fit.” I endeavoured to
show them that witiout fitness for « the
Communion” they could not possibly have
fitness for the other Sacrament, that vital
Christianity or union to Christ is the only -
essential, while it is the indispensable, qual-
ification for properly and acceptably re-
ceiving either.  As to the obligations
avowed, 1 stated my conviction that, if
there was a difference as to their solein-
nity, the difference was in favor of baptism,
inasmuch as there the parents engage both
for themselves and their children, while in
the Lord’s Supper each communicant
simply swears fidelity and love to the
Captain of the host individually. My
Caithnesshearers, however,urged that what
they desired had long been the practice in
Caithness of the Rev. Mr. Cook and other
esteemed ministers, including the late Dr.
Macdonald, the Apostle of the North,
From generation to generation the habit
appears to have been that a parent, regular
in attendance upon the ordinary Sabbath
and Sanctuary exercises, and otherwise
reputable in character, should have bap-
tism conceded, but that, until good evi-
dence was afforded of being “born of the
Spirit,” the Sacrament of the Supper was
neithersought nor granted.  This has been
instilled into the popular mind, not only by
the practice of the Ministry, but much more
hy the inculeations of the Men,”—those
Catechists who rank in the estimation of
the people as almost if not altogether in-
spired. I farther replied that this mode
of procedure was contrary both to Serip-
ture and the rule of our Church, quoting
the answer 1o the question: “To whom
is baptism to be administered?’ I said
that on that ground I felt confident in our
right and could defend the administering
of baptism to infants.  On the other hand
that in their views I felt uusable to stand
before the anti-pedo-baptist; that indis-
criminate baptism was a heathenising of
the Christian Sacrament, and that the spir-
it of many who seck and obtain baptism
for their children was idolatrous and tan-
tamount to conformity to the world. Be-
sides, I added, were 1to do as you wish,
1 would be liable to censure by the Pres-
bytery for departing from the rules of our
Church.  After all, I failed, I fear, for the
time at least, to please or satisfy my Celtic
friends.  They appear to regard the mat-
ter in this light:  Better men than you
have done as we desire, and who are you
that dare to refuse? The Minister of the
Free Church, who is a Gaelic preacher,
had also declined, I learned, to haptise the
children of those who were not communi-
cants. 1 am willing to hope that good will
yet result from a steadfast and kindly ad-
herence to the more excellent way.

In the morning of the first Lord’s Day
of the month, an animating congregation
of {rom one hundred and ity 10 two hun-
dred persons met in the “upper room’



alrecady mentioned. In praise and prayer,
in the reading of  the Holy Scriptures’ and
hearing the Gospel of the Son-of God, my
audience appeared to be attentive, serious
and encouraging. I invited any fricnds or
members present to remain after service,
that we might have a iittle converse re-
specting our duty, intentions and prospects.
This a number did. I had also explained
to the congregation the feelings and prin-
ciples which actuated us in this movement.
First I mentioned that, while our Church
is sound in doctrine, zhe is Catholic in spir-
it. She seeks not to interfere with any
other Christian community. She rejoices
in the Christian good accomplished by fel-
low-Christians. Whilst thoroughiy Protes-
tant as to anti-Christianity, she would not
dare to protest against any body of the
followers of Jesus. On the contrary she
sympathizes with all the Churches of Christ
in their aims to honour one Lord, and in
their joy when successful.  While this
is her heart and mind, she must also
for herself respond to the necessity that is
laid upon her to preach the Gospel. 'The
fruits of her past labours are seen far and
near in the national and Christian charac-
ter of her children. So that it would be
an acknowledged calamity to the whole
visible Church, not easily calculated, were
her candlestick removed out of its place,
were her name blotted from the map or
the catalogue of Christian Societies, Then,
as to Sydenham and its vicinity, we owe
it to our own members and people there,
who have joined no other Communion, to
do all that we possibly can for their spirit-
uval welfare. We are also called on to
act as a Missionary Church, seeking for the
salvation of sinners ready to perish. If
we had a congregation organized at Syd-
enham, we might in a very few years,
without interfering with any other Chris-
tian denomination, have a fiourishing
Church there.

Such were the explanations and aims
which I proposed on the occasion now
before us. Iu the afterncon, according to
public intimation, the Sacrament of bap-
tism was administered in the house of Mr.
Brown, and two children are admitted
members of the Church, ali the parents
having been in full communion with the
Church of Scottand. In the evening we
had public worship as advertised, and I
preached 1o a congregation of about a hun-
dred.

A few observations permit me to malke,
Mr. Editor, in conclusion. Tt is more than
time that our Canadian Church were at
work at “The Sound” and its vicinity.
Our error has been that we have allowed
ourselves to be so late. Yet we are not
too late if we will even now energetically,
with Christian ability, zeal and prudence,
prosecute our opera(ions. A very consid-
erable number of persons spoke to me of
their affection to their own Church and of
their anxiety for ordinances in her con-
nexion. They assured me that the same
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disposition actuated many more, scattered
in various parts of the neighbourhood. If
a minister were settled at Sydenham, he
would need to be a workman, and «“a
workman that needed not to be ashamed.”
Activity, devotedness, faith, love and godly
wisdom are all needed in order to success.
Such a minister would certainly succeed.
It is computed that in two yearsthe popu-
lation of the town will be doubled. It now
numbers about 1300.  There are already
places of worship belonging to the Church.
of England, * the Disciples,” the Wesley-
ans, the Free Church, the U. P. Church,
the Congregational and the DBaptist
Churches., The last two, I rather think,
have only temporary accommodation, as
may be also said of the United Presbyte-
rian.

Opposite to the wharf at the end of the
town, where the steamers lie, is the Indian
Village of Newash. I saw about nineteen
dwellings and a fine-looking chapel. Two
or three miles in the rcar of this village

lies the tract of 70,000 acres of wild land

¢ lately surrendered” by the Indians, and
which is advertised to be sold on the 17th
of October ensuing., Various persons, I
was told, were already at Sydenham, wait-
ing for the day of sale. ¢ The lands will
be put up in single lots of one hundred
acres each.” All this tends to enhance
the importance of the neighbourhood both
in a Christian and in an ecclesiastical point
of view.

While it has fallen to the lot of a mem-

ber of the Preshytery of amilton to be
the pioneer in this interesting locality, and

‘while I believe that Preshytery are will-

ing to do what they can for it, it is also
true that the district of country pertains
rather to the Presbytery of Torouto for
spiritual oversight.  Since the Harbour of
Collingweod has heen constituted, Syden-
ham has come within about ten houis’ dis-
tance from the City of Toronto. The
route too is comparatively, easy and pleas-
ant in summer. Taking the ¢ Northern
Railroad” in the morning, and proceeding
to Collingwood, the Gospel messerger can
take the steamer at Collingwood and arrive
at Sydenham in the evening.

When as Presbyters or Christians we
contemplate the multitudes of immortal
beings hastening to eternity, how impres-
sively may the counsel of the inspired wise
man affect and stimulate us. “ Whatsoever
thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy
might ; for there is no work, nor device,
nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave,
whither thou goest.”  The truth too and
mandate of a greater than Solomon are as
applicable as ever. ¢ The harvest truly is
plenteous, but the labourers are few:
Pray ve therefore the Lord of the harvest
that e will send forth labourers into Iis
harvest.”

1 remain
respectfully yours,
GEORGE MACDONNELL.
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TIIE CHURCH IN THE LOWER
PROVINCES.

THE SYNOD OF NOVA SCOTIA..

[Slightly condensed from the Hulifuz Monthly
Record, and continued from page 142.]

APPEAL TO STUuDENTS oF DiviNrry 1n Scor-
LAND.

This Overture, praying the Synod to take steps
to furnish the members of the Missionary Socie-
ties in connection with the different Untversities
in Scotland with information on the spiritual des-
titution prevailing within the bounds of the
Syuod, was introduced and supported Dy the
Clerk. He said that last year the Synod had
appealed to licentiates of the Church in Scotland ;
he would ask thew to go a step further back this
year and appeal to the Students of Divinity in
connection with the Church. 'The most ot his
brethren were aware that in each University
there is~a Missionary Society, the members of
which laid themselves open to the recepticn of
such,information as he would desire to scnd them.
And, were this communicated to them before they
had formed any particular ties with the Home
Country, were a proper representation of the
many vacancies in these Provinces placed in their
hands before they had connected themselves with
congregations in Scotland, he could not but hope
that their attention would be directed to the field
here in such a way as to lead to the services of some
of them being ultivately secured under the auspi-
ces of the Colonial Cornmittee, He would]herefore
move the appointinent of a Commnitice to draw up
an appeal of the nature he hau referred to and to
despatch a copy, at whatever time might appear
to the Commuttee the most suitable, to be laid
before each ol the University Missionary Societies
in counection with the Church. 'This moion
passed unanimously and the Synod appointed a
Committee.

OVERTURE ON STATISTICS.

This was.an Overture introduced by Mr.
Snodgrass, praying the Synod to take steps to
procure from year to year statistics in regard both
of temporal and spiritual matters, connected with
the several churches, congregations and stations
within their bounds. He spoke at some length
on the necessity and the advantage of statistics
furnished annuaily to this Court. ~An interesting
and protracted discussion ensued.  Mr. Sprott
moved ; That the Synod approve of the Overture,
and appoint the Moderator, Messrs. Scott, Pol-
lock and MacKenzie,—Mr. Pollock, Convener,—
a Committee to prepare schedules and suggest
such means as to them may seem advisuble for the
attainnient of this object.

OVERTURE on GarLic DEepuTATIONS.

An Overture on the above subject was intro-
duced and supported by Mr. Sprott. He explained
the object of thé Overture to be to 1weet
temporarily the destitution of religious ordinances
prevailing to a great and lamentable extent
amonug the Gaelic population within the bounds
of the Synod.  Many congrezations had long been
without ministers and were still vacant, Their 2
or § Gaclic ministers gave services, each of them,
to more than one covigregution, and even under
this arrangemeut there were others that cguld be
visited and ministered to but very seldom indeed.
It became a muatter of great concern to the
Ghiureh, what should be done in the meantime,
These eungreg‘:llii)ﬂ% could not be overlooked
without serious harm to the Mission of the Church
and the cause of Religion. He referred to the
good which had been eifec‘ted by previous Depu-
tations even during their very brief sojourn
in these Provinces; and he thought that a Guaelie
Deputution or Reputations sent out by the Colonial
Commitree, and labouring for a few months undey
the direction of the Church Courts, would be the
means of accomplishing rauch in bebalf of the
Church. Their movements could be better directeg
now than formerly, they could minister on succege
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give Sabbaths to the snme congregation. He
belicved there could easily be found 2 or 3 ordaine:d
Gaelic clergymen in Seotland, who would most
willingly entrust their charges for a few months
to their Presbyteries, and come here under the
auspices of the Colonial Commitiee,  As to the
expense, that would be very much less than any
previous Deputation, for, labouring in a more
limited sphere, their traveling expenses would
come to very little.  Onee in the country, he was
surethe people wonldvelieve them of all charges.
And he doubted not their expenses in coming to
the country would be most checrfully refunded
to the Colonial Committee.  The plan at all
events was worthy of a fair trial. He would
propose ; That a Commiittee be appointed to pre-
-pare an appeal to the Colonal Committee on the
subject of the Overture, the Committee to submit
their appeal for the approval of the Synod at a
subsequent sederunt.
The wotion passed unanimously. .
Overrune oN VacanNcies.

This Overture was introduerd and briefly sup-
perted by the Clerk. The object of it, he said,
was simply this—to furnish without delay a com-
plete list of the vacancies within the bounds of
the Synod for the guidance and dircetion of
applicants to the Colonial Committee. e }m:i
reason to know that such a list had been inquired
for. but could not be given, and mis-ionaries
applying for commissions to this country must in
consequence have very unsatisfactory data to pro-
ceed vpon inthe direetion of their movements, The
lists at present before the public were of the most
imperfeet and inadequate kind. He would move as
follows : That Presbyteries be enjoined, and they

- are hereby enjoined, to send through their clerks
to the Clerk of Synod without delay a complete
list of the nimes of places, within theirrespective
bounds, where a Church, congregation or preach-
ing station is locatel in connection with this
Sy nod, stating whether these places are supplied
with a minister or are vacant, and giving the
names of the winisters opposite the eharges which
they hold; and that the Clerk be ordered to
transmit an arranged list of the same to the pub-
lishers of Oliver and Boyd's Almanae, of Wilson's
Clerieal Almanae. and to the Liditor of the Home
and Foreign Missionary Record of this Church,
This motion was seeconded by Mr. Pollock, who
farther sugzested that a map of these Provinees
should be sent to the Office of the Culonial Com-
mittee, where it might be for inspeetion and
reference.

"The Synod then adjourned.

Thursdey, dth July, 1855.

‘The Synod met and was constituted.  Devotional
excreises were couducted by Messrs. MeLean
and Pollock, Mr. McKay sutlering from indispo-
sition. This duty was assigned to Messis, Sprott
and McKay to-morrow morning.

PrespyTERY REcCorDps.

Mr. Pollock, as clerk of the committee ap-
pointed to revise Presbytery Records, reported
as follows: Revised the Records of the Presbyte-
ries of Halifax, Yictou and P. E. Island, and
found them all correctly kept.  The Records of
the Presbytery of Pictou bear evidence that
usage prevails in said Presbytery by which h
practice of the Church to moderate in a cali pre-
vious to induction is not attended to.  No evidinee
appears ol any examination or revision of Session
Records and Registers having been wade by any
of the Presbyteries during the past year, ™ The
Synod, having heard the Report ot the C.nmmi[-
tee, ordered a minate to be mace as follows:
The Synod approve of the Report; enjoin the
Presbytery of Pictou henceforth to observe strietly
the law of the Clitrch inthe moderation of Calls’;
and order Presbyteries to call for, trom each
session, to revise and attest in every year, before
the mecting of Synod, the Session Minute-book,
the Birth. the Baptismal Register, the Marriage
Register. the Register of Deaths, and the Connniu-
1i ants’ Roll-Book. Members having been heard,
and explanations given, the Records were, with
these instructions, ordercd to be attested.
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REv. A. MacKip RECEIVED As CORRESPOND-
ING MEMBER,

At this stage of the proceedings the Rev. John
Scott introduced to the Moderator and the Court
the Rev. Alex. MacKid, of Goderich. Moderator
of the Synod of Canada, who was cordially
welcomed, and invited to take his seat as a
member.

OYVERTURE ANENT MORE FREQUENT CELEDBRA-
TION OF TIE LORD’S SUPPER.

This overture was introduced by Mr. Snod-
grass, who, in suppnit of it, spoke of the propri-
ety of commemorating the death of our Blessed
Lord oftener than is now done within the bounds
of the Synod.  Having brietly stated his views,
he said that, with the present smaliness of their
number, he was aware of the difficulties which
stood in the way of an alteration, and that, after
having conversed with some of his brethren upon
the subject since they had tast met. he would be
satistied if in the mean time the Synod agreed to
the following resolution, leaving scssions to carry
it out as they might have opportunity, viz. The
Synod deem it desirable that a more fequent cele-
bration of the Lord’s Supper, than now exists, be
observed within their bounds. This motion was
seconded by Mr. Sprott, and passed unanimously.
Requisirion Frost CoNTRicTORS AND Ralr-

way Lasourkrs.

The Moderator here intimated that he had just
received a requsition, nmnerously signed (thiere
being upwards of 60 names attached to 1) by
Railway contractors and labourers at present
working and residing at the Grand Lake, praying
the Synod 1o grant them the occasional services
of a Gaelic minister.  "The Synod appointed the
Rev. A. McKay to preach'at Grund Lake on
Sabbath first at 11 o’clock, and to explain to the
requisitionists the inability of the Synod to grant
the amount of Gaelic services required, the Mode-
ralor intimating that an English'service would be
performed there every third Sabbath during the
sutnmer months.

OVERTURE ANENT SUPERINTENDENT OF MIS-
. SIONs.

The overture met with much discussion, there
being a considerable variety of opinion expressed
upon the difierent aspeets in which it was viewed
by members. The object of its prayer, as explained
by Mr. Sprott, was the appointment in the mean-
time of one of their number, whose duty it should
be to travel amongz the destitute congregations,
giving services, and direeting the services of others,
aeertaining their wants, and, geucrally, securing
such information as might be usetul and interesting,
superintending Home Misgion operations, and fur-
nishing Missionary Reports to the Synod. After
somie e spent in the consideration of the matter
Mr. Herdman subwmitted the following Resolution;

¢ That the Syuod approve of the overture ; ex-
press their sense of the advantages that would re-
sult from the appoiutment of a Superintendent of
Missions, and, aware that there is a member of
this Court willing to accept and well-qualified to.
fill the office, and as the chiet difficulty to be met
is the secwing of'a sufficient salary, order the Clerk
to communicate without delay with the Colonial
Comnittee, with the view of ascertaining what
assistance they might be disposed to give tor the
maintenance of the otfice, and to communicate the
result to the Presbytery of Halifax.”  The Reso-
lution was seconded by M, MacGilliviay and
passed unanimously,  We understood it to be the
mwind of the Court that the Clerk shonld enter into
correspondence with other parties upon the subject
as well as with the Colonial Committee,

OVERTURE oN PRESBYTLRIAL VISITATIONS.

This overtare was introduced and supported by
Mr., McKay, who, after explaining the system of
visitation he would like to be adopted, and pointing
out the objects to whicl he would haveit direeted,
corsented to its being entrusted to the Committee
ot Slatistics.

My MacGilliviay, kavine stated reasons, obtain-
ed leave ot ubsence fiom the remawder of this ses-
sion.  Mr. Herdmun asked leave to the sume effect,
which the Court did not graut.

After which the Synod adjourned, so as not to
interfere with the usual Thursday evening service
in 8t. Matthew’s Church, to meet to-morrow at
10 o’clock, and this sederunt ciosed with prayer.

Friday, 6th July, 18553.

The Synod met and was constituted. Messrs.
Sprottand McKay conducted Devotional Exercises
—which duty the Synod appointed Messrs, Scott
and Snodgrass to fulil tosmorrow.

DeLEGaTES FROM THE SyNop oF CANADA.

The Rev. Dr. Mathieson. of Montreal, was
introduced by the Rev. J. Scott as another Dele-
gate and Corresponding Member, appointed to
attend this Synod by the Synod ot the Presbyterian
Church of Canuda, in connexion with the Church
of Scotland. The Rev. A. McKid, for himself
and Dr Mathieson, presented the Commission
tssued by their Synod in their favour, which was
read by the Clerk, and sets forth that.the ap-
pointuent of these Rev. Gentlemen had been
made by their Synod under a Jdeep impression of
the great desirableness of closer brotherly and
Christian fellowship with the other Synods in the
Lower Provinees, in conuection with the Church
of Scotland, and under a conviction of the great
advantages that would ensue from occasional
mutual counsel and encouragement in regard to
turthering the cause of Christ in these lands, and
drawing closer the feelings of union between these
different branchesof the Church of their Fathers
on this Continent. ‘I'he commissiou of these gen=-
tlemen contains, fuwither, an invitation to this
Synod to receive them with brotherly kindness,
and to'appoint Corresponding Members to attend
the next annual mecting of the Synod of Canada
—and instructions tn the Delegates sent to this
Synod to spend, with the sanction of the Court,
such time as they may have to spure in visiting
the congregations and stirring up a greater degree
of fraternal feeling and Christian Sympathy.

Their Commission having been read, the Mod-
erator said

Dear Biethren, I have the pleasure of wel-
coming you into our Assembly. We have been
long acquainted with your labours in Canada, and
know the respect in which you are held by your
brethren in that Province.” We feel it an ex-
ceeding act of kindness and an eminent favour
conterred upon us, that you should have thought
of us, and consented to visit us. I cannot and I
beiieve my brethren canuot express the gratitude
which we feel on thisoccasion. 1 most cordially,
therefore, invite you to take your scats and de-
liberate with us. [ have been'more than 30 yeurs
in this Province, and I have not spent @ more
delizhtful meeting of Synod than the present, and
certuinly your presence among us adds still
greater joy to our minds and energy to our pro-
ceedings.

StaTisTics,

The Committee on Statistics gave in a Report of
their proceedings, in which they embodied certain
Questions, and  submitted them for approval.

The Report was approved of. The Synod di-
rected Presbyteries to avail themselves of the list
of inquiries to be found in the Report of the Pro-
ceedings of Synod for the year 1837, ordered said
to be printed withoutdelay n the Monthiy Record,
and instructed Presbyteries to make thercon such
alteratious, additions, or sugwestions as to them
may seem meet, and to report on this, as well as
on the best mode of obtaiving answers to the in-
quiries they propose, to next meeting of Synod.

[The Inquiries will be fonnd in the Décember
No. of The Presbyterian.}

Tue CHurcH 1N CaNADA.

An opportunity was here given to the Rev. the
Delegates from the Synod of Canada to address
the Court,

Rev. Alex. McKid rose and said: Moderator,

It is, Sir, notcnly a Christian duty but itis per-
haps one ot the linest of the Christian feclings for
brethren to meet together in unity 5 and, tuet as
we are al this tinie, whilst my own bosom over-
flows with tho-e feclings which, [ trust, many Lere
present share, 1 know that 1 caunot give expression
lo my seutiments as I oughl. am conscious
that, when we look back to former times, to the



struggles we have uidergone, to the cloud that has
past, and [ trust that it has past, there are feelings
which, 1 hope, will not only animate our breasts
but also the breasts of all with whom we are con-
nected.

The body with which we are connected has
suffered severely under the cloud to which I have
alluded. Many and severe are the depressing
circumstances through which we have passed.

Allow me tosay that, these having passed away
it will perhaps be as weld not to 1ouch upon them
but to speak at once of what we are now, and
what we have inview. We met in our last Synod
iu goodly number, but the hand of death had been
heavy upon us. Five of our members had beén
struck down since the meeting before-some, tbe
most useful and talented, and some especially
useful among the Gaelic population, whose loss
is much deplored. During the meeting of Synod
one of our brethren, with whom you are ac-
quainted, was struck by the hand of death. This
cast a gloom and despondency over us all; but
we would say, The Lord’s will be done. The
Lord has sent the breach, and He alone can heal

it,

With regard to the prospects of our Church,
they are flattering in the mean time.  Our number
consists of 83 members of Synod, I should say
now 82 There are 7Y members on the Rol 1
missionary, 2 retired ministers, and 1 French
missionary. This is the state of our numbers.
. This, you wiil think, is a large number, and it
is a goodly number; but, looking to the vast extent
of the Country, it is but asmall number. The field
is large, the harvest is ripe, and the labourers are
few. Many are the vacant congregations, many
the stations in which ministers might be employed.
Many are saying, We know not where to find
these, how to get them.

Perhaps the question may be asked, Why should
there be such difficulties when you have a semi-
nary, a college where you could train your own
winisters. 1t is true we have a University in
full operation: but the difficulty is 1o find suffi-
cient numbers of young men to come forward to
receive the necessary education. ‘There is u back-
warduess in this respect, and the numbers have
not been such as weggticipated. Queen’s College
is incorporated by“yal Charter. ‘Fhereare 5
Professors, 4 connected with the literary course.

A full course of study can thus be gone through
by the various sludents; and, if we canform a
judgement of the capabilities of that University
by the men who have come from it, we must
say that the standard is high. With regard to
Queen’s College, there is very much requiring
attention® This would be one of the points upon
which we would commune with you, the bringing
forward of young men. We have 1 or 2 from
this Province already; and it would become a
matter of interest whether the young men could
not be more cheaply educated there than in the
Old Country, while the amount of education would
be the same.

The only other point ta which I will allude at
the present time is that of more close brotherly com-
munion with you than we havehither to eajoyed.

Though living under the same government, on
the same continent and belonging to the same
Church, we have been seporated the one from
theother. We have had our ditficultics and times
of darkness. You have saffered severely. We
have sympathized with you in our prayers, and
our thoughts have been often with you, especially
while reading the cries of your people for ministers.
Thisis one ot the things upon which we would like
to commune withyou: Now that we have come,
we are willing to assist you for a few weeks.
We are willing to receive directions from you.

Another poiut to which I would allude is union ;
but, as we are strangers comparatively, and as this
is our first meeting, perhaps I am right in saying
that we scarcely know where to begin or how to
begin ; but [ trust, the ground being once broken,
we will be able to take such steps as will institute
firmer bonds of union. Mightitnot be well that a
union of the Churches in the Province should take
place—that the different Synods should unite and
form themselvesint8 a General Assembly 2 (hear,
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hear). We are not prepared with anything definite
on this subject. We merely come down to consult
on this and other matters, and perhaps you will be
at our next meeting by your Deputation, which
we trust you will send, with some measure which
may lead to this desizable object.

Rev. Dr. Mathieson said : Moderator and Breth-
ren, I cannot allow this occasion to pass away
without expressing my grateful thanks for the ver-
y kind way in which my brother and myself
have been received by this venerable Court. It
is one of the happiest days of my life this, Sir. It
is an object which I have long desired, and which 1
have resolved to put in practice, to visit my breth-
ren in these Provinces long before this. Cir-
cumstances have prevented that, chiefly the im-
mense quantity of labour devolving upon us in
consequence of the fewness of our numbers. It
has lony been the desire of my heart to see my
brethren here face to face, for I have been almost
intimately acquainted with them by report. In
communing with you upon matters that concern
us both, the object of our Synod is to strengthen
the hands both of this Synod and of the Synod of
the Canadas. We are one body, we are essen-
tially one body, and it has long been desired by
then that this bond of union should be more close
ly drawn.

We are instructed to keep in view a closer, a
more intimate connection between the two Synods
than at present subsists. QOur Church, though not
latitudinarian, is catholic. It embraces the whole
Christian body, but especially those who are con-
nected by the same ties, the same standards of
Christian Faith, the same constitution and dis-
cipline; and as union is strength, it has long been
desired by us that we should unite together in
carrying forward that great work for which hith-
erto there have been so few labourers in this part of
the country. Our Parent Church has done much,
perhaps as much as she could do in the circam-
stances in which she was placed, .and to her we
must still look for assistance and advice. But it
must be evident to our brethren in this part as
well as to us that, in order to supply the immense
wastes, there must be young men raised up among
ourselves, and this point we were instructed to
bring before you-—to encourage you to look out
among yourselves young men who, through the
instrumentality of Queen’s College, might receive
as good a training for the services of their Heav-
enly Master as can possibly be given in the cir-
cumstances. So far as our experieice has gone,
the young men attending that institution have re-
ceived as good an education there as in any other
University, to the extent to which that education
was carried. It is true there is not a full comple-
ment of Professors yet, but the fewness of the
students has enabled the Professors to devote
themselves more closely to the young men. Those
who have been sent out are really a credit to our
College. The 2 young men from this Province
have acquitted themselves with honour, they were
diligent and successful students.

It is particularly delightful to me to come
among you as in a friendly way. I know how
much your hands were strengthened and your
hearts ‘encouraged by the Depntations from the
Parent Church. We also received gieat encour-
agement and advice from these Rev. Gentlemen.
They came with the spirit of their Master and
after a Deputation, that preceded them, reviling
the Chureh of their Fathers, and it was from the
kindness and gentleness of their spirit that suc-
cess attended them. Coming, as they did, with
kindness and good-will to all, and encouraging
their brethren in their difficulties, mauy who were
wavering stuck fast to the Church of their Fa-
thers; many who weremisled Lave returned, and
from the evidence that experience now gives both
of the zeal of the Parent Ckurch and of her eper-
gy, tor I believe she was never more energetic
tlian at this day, and from closer connection with
one another, this work will be carried forward
with perhaps greater success in these Provinces
than has hitherto been done. I come here to throw
myselt entirely upon this Court for your direction
and guidance. Any thing that lies in our power
we are ready to do for you. And we would car-
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ry back your good wishes for our Syncd, which, I
am sure, will be received with great gratitude.
It this deputation has been successful in bindin
us in closer union, I consider ourtime has been weﬁ
spent in coming here, aud a great work accom-
plished. Moderator, I thank yousincerely,and,
Bretliren, I thank you.

Rev. W. Snodgrass briefly stated the joy he
experienced at the presence ol the Deputation
from the Synod of Canada, and the interest he
felt in all the statements and proposals to which
it had been their.privilege to listen. He also
spoke of the advantages that would certainly re-
sult from the formatiun of a General Assembly,
embracing &ll the British North American Prov-
inces } and concluded by saying that that was
not only a matter upon which the members of
Synod must feel and might speak warmly, but
that it was a subject for them all to remember at
the Throne of God. N

Rev. A. Pollock said ;—Moderator, I am sure
it must give all the members of Synod the high-
est possible satisfaction that we have the privi-
lege of seeing these gentlemen before us—~those
respected men who have come from the same
Church to which we belong, and that too from a
great distance. We are aware that these brethren
have been at great trouble—they have subjected
themselves to many inconveniencies lo be present
with us here.

We must confess that, of times in the past, we
have been under a feeling of abandonment. A
dark cloud has indeed passed over us. But we
must add that that cloud is still resting to a great
extent upon us, and we need sadly lie support,
encouragement and sympath of our stronger
brethren. The promise made that our friends
will remain with us for some time must be a
source of the highest satisfaction. With the
greatest pleasure and pride we will receive them
in our several districts, and certain we are that
they shall find that the feeling of attachment to
our Church, as well as Christian feelings in gene-
ral, are by no means wanting to the brethren of
the Church of Scotland in Nova Scotia. And
further it would be a source ofsatisfaction to hold
such conferences with our brethren as will tend
to a closer union. Much do we need better coun-
sel and more matured wisdom than we possess.
And, should the Church here and the Church in
Canada come together in a General Assembly,
certainly such a measure shall be felt beneficial
in every part of the Church, and we ourselves
should find our labour easier. I do hope that this
visit will issue in the best possible results.

Rev. Geo. W. Sprott; Moderator, I entirely
agree with the sentiments expresged by my breth-
ren who have preceded me. I was writing last
mail to Scotland to a very dear friend, and I spoke
with trepidation of our present meeling because
of the fewness of our numbers and the smallness
of our business. But from the first to the last our
proceedings have been most interesting, and I
trust that this is the beginning of better days.
The most pleasing feature is this which has taken
place to day—the arrival of our brethren from the
Synod of Canada. We are deeply indebted to the
Church in Canada for this testimony of their
sympathy and love. It appears to me that all the
suggestions, thrown out b{ our brethren of the
Deputation, are most excellent. T was delighted
10 see that the measure of a General Assembly
was taken up by their Synod. It would give our
Church another and a better stand. ‘The moral
influence of our Assembly would be vast indeed.
We often teel our own smallness, while, if we
weare closely united with this vast institution, al-
though we might still be sensible of our weakness,
it would greatly revive our drooping spirits.
What obstacles now exist in the way of travel-
ing will in a few years be removed. By attend-
ing to the support of this one Assembly, it would
do a great deal of good. It would unite the sub-
ordinate Synods in unity of action for the accom-
plishment of important ends.  1think the question
of a General Assembly should be taken up at once,
I trust we shall show that we are happy to join
hand in hand in an{; such measure. Lhere 18 a
great work before the Church of Scotland in these

.
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Provinces. 1 feel that we stand upon firm ground (

and upon questions which may be agitated before
long, that is, questions relatine to what justifies
divisions and separations. I believe that we have
an element in our faver which will give us a po~
sition in these questions not possessed by others.
T cannot express the full satisfaction which I feel.

Rev. John Scott moved that the Moderator re-
turn the thanks of the Synod to the Deputation
from Canada for the interesting statements just
delivered ; which motion being carried by accla-
mation,

The Moderator,’addressing the Deputation, said,
It gives me sincere pleasure to return to you the
thauks of this Synod for your presence, aad the
expression of your kindly feeling towards us, and
your anxious desire to render us all the assistance
1 your power.

Rev. Dr. Mathieson replied : Moderator and
Brethren, we shalil bear to the Synod of Canada
iour thanks, which, I am sure, will be received

y them most cordially.

Rev. Geo. W. Sprott: Maderator, T would like
to ask if it is the understanding of the Court that
these matters will come before us at a subsequent
sederunt.

The Clerk : Unquestionably.

Rev. A. MacKay: Moderator, we are weak,
but we are very importent fiom our position and
connections. A vast number of people have heen
committed to the care of a few, and in this sense
our brethren must see we have a great work to
do. Feeling the honour conferred upon us, and
seeing present Mr. Edmonstone, a member of the
Lay Association of Montreal, 1 would suggest
that, if disposed, he may be allowed to address
the Court.

Mr. Fdmonstone stated that arrangements had
been made with the Church in Canada with ref-
erence to the Clergy Reserves, and that, although
the Church had not received her full portion, still
it was gratifying that a settlement had been come
to, by which what the Church now holds cannot
be wrenched from her. He spoke also of the ad-
vantage of these Reserves, asapplied 1o the mawn-
tenance of clergymen in poor localities, where
the people could give almost no assistance 1o the
building of manses and the purchasing of glebes.

Hoxe Missioxn Foyp.,

The discussion on this overture, which had just
been entered upon at the previous sederunt, was
here resumed. Mr. Martin, on motion, left the
Chair. and the ex-Moderator was called to oceupy
it. Mr. Martin supported the overture, pointed
out the necessity there existed for the immediate
institution of this Fund, and derailed the advanta-
ges that would result from it, the object of the
Fund being to defray the expenses incurred by
the Colonial Committee in sending out mission-
aries, and to support such missionaries until they
should become connected with congregations as
pastors. He thought it would at least be an evi-
dence, if it received the patronage he anticipated,
of the earnest desire of this Synod to do all in
their power to encourage missionaries to come
among them, and of the willingness of their peo-
ple to co-operate with them.

After some discussion the following Resolution
was proposed by Mr. Scott, seconded by Mr,
Herdman, and carried unanimously :—* That the
Synod approve of the Overture, zmd_ hereby inxti-
tute a Home Missi.n Fund: appoint an annual
collection to be made in its behalf on some Sab-
bath in the month of February in all the congre-
gations and stations within the bounds of the Syn
od, aud contributions of one pound Nova Scotia
currency or upwards to be reccived as donations;
that the object of this Fund shall be to defray the
expenses and go to the support of missionaries
sent out by the Coloniul Committee until they
shall have been inducted into separate charges;
and that the members of the Presbytery of Hali-
fax be a Board for the Management of this Fund,
the Rev. John Scott to be Cunvener, and David
Allison, Eeq., Treasurer.”
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RurrrEiNoE FROM THE PRESBYTERY OF PrINCE
Epwarp Isvanp.

This related to a case of appeal from a decision
of the Kirk-session of St. Jidmes' Church, Char-
lottetown, by which the appeliant was suspended
from church-membership for having made use of
in-olent and contemptuous language in the pres-
ence of said session, and for the manifestation of
an unchristian spirit towards the members of that
Court, and certain parties connected with the
congregation of St. James'. The Presbytery re-
ferred the whole matter to the Synnd for advice.
Documents were read and reasons of reference
given by members of Presbytery. The case hav-
ing been fully considered, Dr. Mathieson moved:
that the Synod, having heard the reference from
the Preshytery of Prince Edward Island. after due
deliberation come to the following deliverance.
Approve of the conduct of the Presbytery in refer-
ring the whole matter to this Synod for advice;
sustain the conduct of the Kirk-session of St.
James’ Chureh, Charlottetown, in suspending the
appellant from church privileges, said appellant
having displayed a spirit unbecoming a member
of the Church of Christ, of which sufficient evi-
dence is upon the records of session ; appoint Dr.
Mathieson and Mr. MacKid, or either of them, to
deal with the appellant with all tenderness in or-
der to bring her to a right view of her conduet,
aud, upon her manifesting a spirit of repentance,
instruet the Kirk-session to remove her suspen-
sion. "I his resolution was seconded by Mr. Me-
Kid, and passed unanimously. )

The Synod appointed the Rev. Dr. Mathieson,
of Montreal, to preach in St. Andrew’s Church on
Sabbath morning, and in St. Matthew's Church in
the afternoon ; and the Rev. Alex. McKid, Mode-
rator of the Synod of Canada, to preach in St.
Matthew’s Church in the morning, and in St. An-
drew.s Church in the evening. The Rev. Allen
Pollok, of New Glasgow, was appointed to preach
in the Presbyterian Church, Lawrencetown, and
the Rev. Wm. Snodgrass, of Charlottetown,
to preach for the Rev. Mr. McGregor, of the Pres-
byterian Church of Nova Scotia, in the evening.

Messrs. Herdman and MecLean asked leave of
absence from the remainder of this session,
which was granter.

The Synod than adjourned, to meet to-morrow,
at 10 o’c‘uck, and this sederunt closed with pray-
er.

Saturday, 1th July, 1855.

The Synod met and was copstituted. Devo-
tional exercises were condacted by Messrs Scott
and Snodgrass.

CapE BreToN.

The Synod entered into the consideration of the
Overlure anent a Missionary visit to Cape Bre-
ton. The overture was supported by Mr. Sprott,
who gave statisties with reference to the number
and situation of the adherents of the Church in
that I sland. The position of many members of the
Church there, who ehose to remain in conncection
with the Church of their fathers, was most de-
plorable—destitute as they had been for many
years of the ordinances nud ministrations of the
Gospel, in conncction with the Church to which
they belonged. The Chureh in this Province was
still weak, as far as the number of ministers is
concerned, and he was awars that this was the
only reason which had hitherto prevented them
from rendering the assistance they had long de-
sired to render to the people there, who through
good and evil report were still an attached though
sorely tried people. He thought, however, that,
weak as they still were, they had it in their pow-
er now to do something to encourage and benefit
the inbabitants of Cape Breton who had not yet
separated from the Communion of the Church of

‘.S cotland. e, would therefore, move the follow-
ing Resolution ;—

“That the 8yuod direct the Preshytery of Pic-
tou to send one of their Gaelie elergymen to Cape
Breton for some time during the sumimer, the pul-
pit of the elergyman so seut to be supplied by
the Présbytery of Halifax,”

This motion was seconded by Mr. MacKid and
passed unanimously.

The Committee on Bills reported their trans+
mission of three referene s from the Presbytery
of Halifax, which the Synod agreed to dispose of
at onee, and in order as follows :—

St. James’ CHURCH, DARTMOUTH.

Mr. Sprott, Clerk of Presbytery, read doeu-
ments in this ease, from which it a{: eared that
the Presbytery of Halifux, conformubly to the in-
structions of Synod last year on the Church Prop-
erty, had appointed a Comumittee to make cer-
tain inquirics with reference to the Church in
Dartmouth, now cecupied by the Free Chureh,
thiit the result of these inquiries was as follows:

1st: That St. James’ Church, Dartmout}x, was
built in a great measure through the exertions of
the Rev. Mr. Martin, and the assistance of Mem-
bers of the Church of Scotland in Halifax, for the
accominodation of the adherents of the Church of
Scotland in Dartmouth and its vicinity, as ap-
pears from the subscription-list of monies, then
collected.

ond. That from its erection until the lament-
able Secession of 1843 it was uniformly occu-
pied by ordained ministers and licentiates of the
Church of Scotland.

3rd. That, agreeably to the instructions of @ho
Act then in force anent Chureh property, which
required the holders thereof to state their eccle-
siastical connection, the deed runs in the follow-
ing terms : * And thut we, and every one of us. in
our said church, society or congregation, do ree -
nixe, adopt and stand connected with and do prin-
cipally ogserve the doctrines, rights, ceremonies,
belief and religious observances of the church,
connection or persuasion of Chri<tians, kn9wn m}d
denominated the Kirk or Church established in
that part of Great Britain called Scotland”

4th. That in confirmation of the above, and in
explanation of the intentions and views of the
leading office-bearers of the congregation, the
Rev. Alex. Romanes, A. M., Minister of that
Chureh, in his reply to the staristieal inquiries of
the Synod in the year 1887, states expressly that
“this’ building (St. James’) was erected in the
year 1828, and is sccuredgpy a proper deed for
the exclusive use of the ministers of the establish-
ed Church of Seutland ” as appears from the pub-
lished minutes of the Synod for that year.

The Presbytery referred the matter simpliciter
to the Synod. .

The case having been heard and duly consider-
ed, and the members of the Court being unani-
mously of opinion that there could be no ques-
tion a3 to the connection of that church with the
Chureh of Scotland, and as to the desirableness
of at least oceasionnl services being given in the
meantime to the members of the Church residing
there,

Mr. Snodgrass moved deliverance as follows:
“ The Synod deemed it expedient that occasioual
services be given to the members of this Church
residing at Dartmouth: instruct the Presbytery
of Halifux to give from time to time such servi-
ces in St. James Church there as may be in their
power conveniently to give ; instruet the Fresby-
tery further to grant permission to the Free
Church congregation, under present circumstan-
ces, to occupy the church for the worship of God
at all such times as it is not requirc«l by this
Chureh ; and enjoin the Clerk to intimate this res-
olution of 3ynod to the Aeting Trustees of said
church and to the Free Chureh Presbytery of Hal-
ifax.  This motion was seconded by Dr. Mathie-
son and passed unavimously.

Recorps or tue PrrssyTery oF Harirax.
From the documents read in this case it appear-
ed that the records of the Presbytery’s proceed-
ings, previous to the Secession of 1843, had been
retained by the Free Church Presbytery; further,
that, on said records being requested to be given
up at the instance of the Presbytery of Hulifax,
the greatest disposition to do so had been mani-
fested. and the only diffieulty arose from the min-
utes of the Free Church Presbyterybeing en-



tered in the same volume. On learning the de-
sire of the Preshytery of Halifax to regain the
minutes in questicn, the Free Church Presbytery
had eaused them to be transcribed mto a sepa-
rate volume, which was now offered to the Pres-
bytery, and the object of the reference was to get
the advice of the Synod as to the acceptance of
them in this form. The matter being duly con-
sidered, Mr. Pollok moved deliverance as follows;
The Synod npprovex.l of the steps hitkerto taken
by the Presbytery, in<truct that the certified co-

y, written out by the Committee of the F. C.
Presbytery, be attested by a Notary Public to be
n true copy, and, being saticfied with the spirit
shown by the F. C. Presbytery, direct the Pres-
bytery to aceept the certified copy, not, however,
suirendering the right to obtain extracts from
the original record, if these be required. This
was seconded by Mr. MacKid and passed wuani-
mously.

ArpricationN For CorY oF Synop Recorps.

This reference was simply the submission by
the Clerk of the Prestytery of a request made
throngh him by the Clerk of the F. C. Presbytery,
that the F. C. might be allowed a copy of themin-
utes of Synnd previous to the Sceession of 1843,
The Clerk wasinstructed to inform the Rev. Pro-
fessor King that the Synod grants the request.

MATTERS SUBMITTED BY THE DEPUTATION
FROM CANADA.

The Synod having heard further statements by
the Delegates from the Synod of Canada, particu-
larly in reference to Queen’s College, Kingston,
and the advantages to be derived from a closer
upion of the Synods of the Church in the British
North Amervican Provinees, Mr. Snadgrass moved
the following Resolutions, which were seconded
by Mr. MacKay and passed unanimously : |

1. The Synod thanked the Delegates for their
statements on these matters, as well as for their
renewed expressions of friendship, sympathy and
regard.

11. 'That Queen’s College, Cipada. is an Insti-
tution whieh from the character of the education
and training given there, from the facilities afford-
ed to students on account of the smallness of the
expense incurred by them in pursuing their stud-
ies, as well as from other ndvantages, is highly
deserving of the patronage and support of the
Church in the Lower Provinces.

1IL. That a cleser union of the Synods of the
Church in the British North American Provinces,
with the view of leading ultimately to the forma-
tion of a General Asseubly. is an object of unu-
sual interest and desire to this Synod,

IV. That the second and third of the foregoing
Resolutions be sent down to Presbyteries, with
instructions to found thereon such practical mezs-
ures as to them it may seem advisable for this
Court to adopt, and report the same to a special
meeting of Synod, consisting of all the members,
hereby appointed to meet at Pictou on the first
Weduesday in May next.

CORRESPONDENTS,

The Rev. W. Snudgrass, Minister at Charlotte-
town, P. E. I, was appcinted corresponident to
the Synod of Canada, a sub-titute to be appoint-
ed if necessary, at the special meeting indicted to
take place at Pictou in May next.

The Rev. G. W. Sprott, Minister at Halifax,
was appointed Correspondent to the Synod of
New Brunswick at its ensuing meeting.

Derurarion to Ilis ExcevLescy, tur Lirvr.

) Goveryor or N, S,
A Deputation, consisting of all the members
resent, wns appointed to wait upon His Exeel-
})ency, the Licut. Governor of Nova Scotia, with
the Synod Address on Monday at 11 v'clock, AM,
at the office of the Provineral Seeretary, (The
Address and Leply wiil be found at page 125.)

The time and place of next annualmeeting of
Synod having beeu agreed to, the Moderator rose
and said : Brethren, it is not my intention to de-
tain you further than to say that I trust you \\till
carry with you to our peoplc a fuvourable opin-
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ion of our Synod, and secure their cooperation in
our ariangements and undertakings. trust the
blessing of God will rest upon us, and establish
the work of our hands. In the name of the Lord
Jesus Christ, the Great and Only Head of His
Chureb, I declare this Synod adjourned to meet
again at Pictou on the first Thursday of July,
1856.

The Moderator then pronounced the benedic-
tion.

Pusiic MEETING oF Tor FRIENDS oF THE

CHURCH OF SCOTLAND.

A public meeting of the Friends of our Chureh

was held in St. Matthews Church, Halifax, on the |

evening of Monday, the 9th of July, to veceive
the Deputation from the Synod of Canada, ap-
pointed Correspondents to the Synod of N, 8.
The proceedings commenced at 74. Tne Hon,
James McNab occupied the Chair.  We observed
on the platform the Rev. Dr. Mathieson, Rev.
Messrs. McKid, Martin, Pollock, McKay, Sprott,
the Hon. Wm. Young, Hon. Alex. Keith, Dr.
Avery, Wm. Fairbanks, Esq.

The meeting was large, the church being well
filled with a most respectable and interesting au-
dience. The Rev. Alex. MacKay npened the pro-
ceedings by giving out to be sung a few verses
of an appropriate psalm, and afterwards engaging
in prayer.

The Chairman then rose andsaid: My friends,
this meeting is called for the purpose of receiving
a Deputation from the Synod of Canada to the
Church of N. 8. The Gentlemen are here and
will explain the object of their mission more fully
than I can, and, I have no doubt, will gratify us
highly, and [ hope it will lead to much good in
the cause of Presbyterianism throughout the Prov-
ince generally. Before calling upon the mem-
bers of the Deputation to address you, the Rev.
Mr, Martin will propose the first Resolution.

Rev. John Martin: Sir, Ladies and Gentle-
men, I rise, I can assure you, with much delight
and satisfaction to move the resolution, entrusted
to my care, as expressing my own feelings and
receiving, I trust, the cordial approbation of this
meeting. I am exceedingly delighted that the Syn-
od has afforded an opportunity to the members of
our Church in this city of holding intercourse
with us. Public mcetings, and also Missionary
meelings, are held by all the other religious denom-
inations in the Province, and I trust that every
succeeding meeting of our Synod will afford our
people an opportunity of cooperating with us in
our public labours. We have passed many ex-
cellent resolutions on this occasion, aud our pro-
ceedings have been conducted with great industry
and unanimity, but these are of no avail unless
carried into execution. We look to all our friends
for assistance, for co-operation, for their liberali-
ty aud their prayers.

It gives me great pleasure tosee somany pres-
ent to join with us in welcoming the Deputation
from Canada. 1t may be expected, Sir, thatl, as
Moderator of the Synod, should suy something of
our deliberations and proceedings during the past
week.

We have had a great number of subjects brought
under review. We entercd upon the discussion
of them with great spirit and energy, and I think
they will be attended with the happiest results.
We have established a Synod Fund, a Home Mis-
sion Fund, and adopted measures to secure sta-
tistics.  The condition of our Gaélic people has
occupied much of our attention and anxious re-
gards. We have had intercourse also with other
Presbyterian denominations. The Presbyterian
Chureh of N. 8. solicited an interview ; and that
was held the first evening of our meeting. Np
person could have listened to the speeches of the
Deputation without the greatest delight and satis-
faction. They were received, asthey deserved to
be received, in the most cordial mauner, hey
had appointed a Committee to confer, not only

H - Al . .
with us but also with the F. C. on various points
on which we might do-operate as faras we could
co-operate. We also appointed a Committee,
and conlfessed our readiness to meet not only with
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the Committee of the Presbyterian Church of N.
S. but also with the Committee of the F. C. for
mutual co-operation. [ think that information
must be very pleasing to you all here. We did
show the greatest desire to maintain a friendly
intercourse and good understanding, as far as lay
in our power. But we had also most friendly and
delightful intercourse with our Brethren from a
Sister Church in the Canadas. I have been con-
nected with the Synod of N. 8. since its forma-
tion. We have appointed various corresponding
members to the Synod of N. B. and members have
been appointedby the Synod of N. B. to our Synod,
A desire has also often been expressed to cor«
respond with the Synod of Canada, but no such
intercourse has hitherto bcen maintained. The
first corresponding members appointed by the Sy«
nod of Canada came to us almost immediately af-
ter their appointment ; came too in the most cor-
dial and affectionate manner. They havealso in-
structed our people from our pulpits, much to
their edification aud comfort. One of the objects
of our meeting is to receive this Deputation. = We
have received them as a Church Court. We are
desirous that the members of our congrezations
in Halifax should give them a warm reception.
Mr. McKid is here, having come from Goderich,
a distance of 1500 miles, and Montreal, where
Dr. Mathieson labours, is 1000 miles from this
city. I do not wish to tiespass upon your time.
But I may be allowed to mention that we also ad-
dressed His Excellency the Lieut. Governor, and
he was pleased to return one of the ablest and
most appropriate replies I have ever heard. I
have thought it my duty, as Moderator of the Syn-
od, to make these statements. A more busy or
a more delightful week 1 have never spent in my
life than the last. 1 would now move—¢ That
this meeting heartily appreciate the Christian
sympathy of the Church in Canada in sending a
Deputation to visit this Province, and cordiale
welcome this Deputation.”

The Hon. Wm. Youug said :-—Mr. Chairman
T have great pleasure in seconding the Resolution
which has just been put by my Rev. friend, the
Moderator of the Synod. 1, Sir, I remember the
Church of Seotland in these parts, feelings of pe-
culiar pleasure find place in my breast. There
are some citcumstances in my mind, investinge
this business with peculiar interest. With one
of the Rev. Gentlemen of the Deputation I have
not the pleasure of acquaintance ; but T listened
on Sabbath with great attention to the lnminous
description he then gave of the City of (}ud.} In
Dr. Maihieson I am happy to recoguize one of my
old friends, we sat upon the same forms in Glaszosy
College, and in thatinstitution imbibed somethine
of the same tastes, of the same sound philosophyc:
one’s thoughts rush back involuntarily to these
scenes, and [ especially recal the Rev. Professor
who tried to train our youthful minds to wisdom.
But, apart from these more personal recollections,
there is, I think, just ground for congratulation
that lhg great, the glorious, the magnificent Prov-
ince of Canada, in its two sections illuminated
by Christian truth, bas sent forth two of its most.
approved ministers to inspirc us with the same
tastes and the same hopes. I trust it will lead to
a iirmer union among the members of the Church
of Scotlaud in the Provinces of North America. 1
have long thought that the Preshyterians of all
British America would well consult their own in-
terests as a body, and would promote Christian
truth, if some of the little differences that divide
them were forgotten, and if in the true spirit of
the Gospel ministers and people would stretch out
hand to hand, as in the ancient Kirk of Scotland,
Depend upon it, Sir, it will require all the energy,
all the enlightened feeling, all the religious fer
vour of them all to propagate and firmly plant in
these young couuntries those principles of religious
truth, which, taking their root deep in the l?cart
subduing and reforming the passions, and governe
ing the intellect, have made Seotchmen what they
are, which lie at the basis of national prosperity.
I maintain that no people, whether glotying in
the name of an empire, or content with the hum-
ble name of a dependency, can ever prosper
where the sanctity due to the Christian Sabbalb:
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where the reverence due to Almighty God and
obedience to His will are not the principles of
goveinment. Mr. Chairman, if any one were {0
doubt this. permit me to glance for a single mo-
ment at the condition of ail the World beiore the
introduction of Christianity, when altars were
erecled to impiety and licentiousness, and Gover-
nors and Kings were not ashamed to fall down be-
fore them--when philosophers derided the im-
mortality of the soul as a figment—and others
thought that religion was a vain and unnecessary
thing. And, passing from ancient to rmodern
times, let any man spend 3 mouths, as [ have
lately done, on the continent of Europe, and draw
the lessons such a visit is fitted to convey. Daris
is becoming literally a city of palaces, but where
is the steadiness of purpose ? where the secutity 1
where the rat.onal freedom % where the Christiun
comtfort T which make a man feel that he is among
a Christian people. The learned gentleman then
adverted to the state of religion in Germany and
Prussia, and proceeded 1o say, Ou every renewed
visit to the Mother Country 1 find among that
people a warmer attachment to Divine truth, a
deeper reverence for religious oidinances.

It is enough for me to say that I hail with cor-
dial sympathies the visit paid us under circumstan-
ces so honourable to us. I trustthe Reverend gen-
tlemen, when they go back to Canada (though
they may not be able to tell that they saw
Churches in N. 8. such in magnificence as the
people of Canada have raised to their God, though
they may not be able to say that the Churches of
St Andrew’s and St. Matthew’s in this city
vie in architecture with the Churches in Mon-
treal and Toronto) yetat least inay be able to say,
We found the peopie deeply sensible of the value
ot Christianity, and drawing closer those bonds of
Christian union and love which breathe but the
true spirit of the Gospel, and make us a united,
Christian and virtuous people.

The Resolution, being put from the Chair, pas-
sed unanimously.

Rev. Alex.McKid then said :—Mr. Chairman
and Christian friends, cold indeed would be the
heart, indifterent indeed would be the feelings of
that man who could listen to the appeal which
we have now heard unmoved, or stand up now as
1 do, with feelings depressed within him. [ could,
indeed, use common-plzce language and say, 1
thank you for our reception—but this would fall
tar short of what I ought to do. )

You have heard the pathetic, the stirring state-
menis made by my Hon and learned friend with
regard to Christianity and its appearance in dif-
ferent parts of the World —you have heared what
Lis experience wasin France, in Germany, in
Prussia, and then the contrast with what it was
in our own dear and beloved fatherland.

Ifhisexperience was such,such I may say also is
ours that, when we have come amongst you, we
have indeed found those leelings, those deep-seated
feelings, those which show the true spirit ol Chris-
tianity, for you have received us not only as
friends but as Christians. We have indeed come
from a far country to visit you. It has been our anx-
lous desire of our Church for a long period to do
g0, but circumstances, to which I need not now
allude, have prevented us. Deep have been our
sympathies with you, Sir, for the Church in this
Province for some period,—deep our feelings with
regard to the statements we have heard concer-
ning you. The deep, the urgent, the Christian ap-
peals, which have been sent forth to the world in
this respect, have fallen upon our ears; but they
have noijfallen unheeded,we would have willingly
respouded to you, we would have come to your
help, but we were also weak, we were also fal-
tering. It is true we are greater in number than
you, but, when you look to the vast extent of the
country, to the wants which are there to supply,
you will allow that in comparison we are weak,
yea, I may say, even weaker than yourselves.

Perhaps it may be more eonsonant with my
own feelings not tosay my own words with refer-
rence to our appuintment on this mission. |The
Rev. Gentleman here read the overture agreeably
to the prayer of which the Deputation were sent
tothe Church of N.S.] We were appointed to wait
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upon you, and I must say for myself that n-ver
did T with more reverence enter the walls of any
building than I did this of St. Matthew’s on Thurs-
day last. When I came, [ was struck with the
venerable appearance of the building. I was
struck with the fewness of the number: but more
especially with the venerable appearance of the
Moderator in the Chair. I dare not express my feel-
ings, but my secret prayer was, I thank God I
have come now to those who have called so long
for assistance. My Reverend Brother appeared
next day, and we have had the utmost comfort
and satisfaction in meeting with our brethren
here. We have also appeaved before your con-
gregations, and, were it not flattery, I would
say that I never appeared before more attentive
congregations. These however are personal matters,
and I willingly pass to more important ones, and
with your permission will say a few words regard-
ing ourselves at home.

You call yourselves hete a few in number, and
£0 you are, comparatively speaking, if we merely
take your numbers. In Canada we are the same

| as far as territory, as far as distances are concern-

ed—a swall number. It is true we are a great
number if we are taken in the aggregate. We num-
ber 82 members of Synod, 79 are actiug, one Mis-
sionary, two retired Ministers, and one French
Missionary, and sorry am I to say that, since
that list was made up, one has been taken from
our number.  We have also to lament the loss
of other five, and those the most talented, the
most able, and those whom we could least want.
We feel this, and we deprecate the loss most
severely, but. whilst we shed the tears of sorrow
for those who are gone, we trust that our Father
in Heaven, who has laid on the rod, will enable
us to kiss the same, and in His own good way
may send labourers into the field.

With regard to our congregations individually
I could say a great deal, but the subject is vast,
even as the country itself, extensive even beyond
the bounds of my own knowledge. In 1846 I
was sent up as a Missionary into the West. This led
to my settlement in Hamilton—then there were
only 4 members of Presbytery, now there are 18,
I believe other Presbyteries have flourished in the
same manner—I must say the same with regard
to the Presbytery of Quebee. They suffered se-
verely when the cloud of division, of heartburring
and strife was over us, That Presbytery waslett
desolate, so that it had to be united to the Pres-
bytery of Montreal. At last meeting of Synod it
was reappointed, and will have its first meeting
in the month of Septsmber. I can say the same
like cheering intelligence with regard to others.
But, alas! there are sad wants—there is a great
feeling of destitution among us. Many are the
numbers who are ealling upon us—many are the
localities that are opening their bosoms unto us,
and saying, Can you not send Ministers to us{ can
you not send men to break the bread of life unto
us ¥ With regard to my own territory, it is one
of the most inviting and interesting in Western
Canada. The settlement has taken place in the
most rapid manner—since 1848, when I went
there, townships, numerous townships have been
thickly settled, and many have ecmigrated
from this Prevince to that fertile place, and
I know they will be well there. I say, then, again,
Sir, that the difficulties from the want of labour-
¢18 amongst oursclves are very great, and we have
little menns and ways of supplying all these wants
and claims. This is one reason, aud it is the main
reason, why we have been so long in stretching
out thé hand of brotherly sympathy to you—bat
we trust, now that the intercourse is begun, that
a happy day is before us—that fraternal union,
that Christian sympathy will exist—that we can
tell you from the West what is doing there, that
you can tell us from the Last what is doiug heie,
and that we shall thus stremgthen one another's
hands.  This is much to be desired, Sir, and this
is a blessing well to be implored.

I would suggest that we have the means within
us of training up a Native Ministry, whereby our
many blanks may be supplied. “But lere is a

difficulty—here is one ot those grand ¢chemes
which require us well to lay them to heoar’, and to
pray over them deeply and earnestly. How is it
that our vacancies are to be supplied 7 1t is true
that it has been said by her enemies that our
Chureh is not a Missionary Church—but, when
we look to her exertions, we are not to confine
our view to one place or locality. We are not to
look merely at N. 8. and say that, because that
place and this place have not been filled up, there~
fore the Church of Scotland is nota Muissionary
Church—but look to what she is doing, not in
Canada E. or Canada W., not in N. S, or N. B.
only—look at the other dependencies, the other
Colonies, and then tell me if the Church of Scot-
land is not a Missionary Church. She isa highly
Missionary Church—she is supplying the claims
of her sons as fur as she can, and remember that
she has had her difficulties, and that there are
many difficulties at Home to prevent that supply.
But there is the grand question. Can we not rear
up a Native Ministry for ourselves ? Now we have
in Canada a College with a Royal charter and a
staff of Professors—I can see one "before me who
belongs to that College, and [ appeal to him if
there are not sufficient talented men there to give
iistruction to the young. The alumai of that
College are now labouring amongst us, and no
men better qualified, more cealous, tnore energetic
can be found. 1say this with all deference to the
Institutions at Home. Thereare greatadvantages
to be received from stulying at Home ; but still
I'look to that College in my adopted country with
pride and with honour, and 1 trust that men will
soon be sent from her well qualified to discharge
our duty. It is one of the objects of wur mission
to bring this subject before you, and, if a closer
uvion can be adopted, whereby young men may
be sent from this Country 1o us, it may become a
question whether that might not be better than to
send them to the Old Country. It you send us
students who look to the Ministry, our Professors
will charge no fees, there are Bursaries which can
be got by competition or otherwise, the means of
subsistence are cheap, and a plan is adopted where-
by the young men are cheaply lodged, while a
proper surveillance is exercised ovér them. At
the time of the institation of this College there
were means taken to raise a fund of upwards of
£19000, of which £12000 have actually been col-
lected, and the rest are now in course of collection.
We have had great difficultics with regard to the
buildings. Last year a building quite sufficient
was oblained at the price of £6000—of which
£1200 have been collected by special contribu-
tious. But, when Isay that lalf the price is al-
ready paid, you will see that our prospects are
not indeed dark. We have an income of £1366
by grants and otherwise. We have had a number
of young men who have passed as grndumes—up-
wards of 20. Last session 31 attended, two of
whom, I am proud to say, were [rom N. S. 1 hope
these numbers will increase.

There is another point to which I would allude,
and which, I know, forms a very strong point
with regard to the Ministers in this country —and
that is, the establishment of some means of sup-
port for Ministers’ Widows and Orphans. Minis-
ters have not the means, as other men have, of
laying past of their present income for this. In
Canada we have had the means of doing 50 in a
direct way. Out of the Clergy Reserve Funds
the Commissioners reserve £3 a year out of our
income.  Qur congregations also are expected to
make an annual collection towards this object.
By this means the Fund bas been in existence for
some years, and [ am happy to say it is progress-
ing. [The Reverend Gentleman here read the 8th
annual report of the Fund.]

Mr. Cbairman, happy shall I be if I 4m the
means of advocating this scheme in behalf of N,
8. Tappeal to all present, to Mothers, to Fathers,
to all, 1n behalf of the Ministers’ wives and fini-
lies. 1appeal to you, Christian Bretiren, In this
respect.  Itis a small matter that is required of
you—it is a beginning, and I ask you to bear that
in mind.  Look at the claims of these mer among
you, look at their labours, look how they spend
iheir means and thewr time, and necd [ say that
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their claims are strong and urgent.  Up then, aud
be doing, Follow our example. Let the Minis-
ters give up a small pittance, and surely the con-
gregations will equal tha}—equal ! nay, I have
your sympathies here. We will do it all oursel-
ves. Little will be required of you individually,
much collectively, and, oh 1 look to the end, look
to what may happen By this means you will
strengthen the hands of those who are now labour-
ing among you, of those who will perhaps make
this a stroug objection to remaining amorg you,
that there is no provision for their wives and fam=
ilies. May they not say ? Why should we re-
main here in a land of strangers ? let us go to the
land of our fathers, that we may provide for our
families. Christians of Nova Scotia, I appeal to
you in their behalf, and, were it for no other
benefit, I say our work will not bedost. We may
say we have come amongst you for good.

There is one other point to which I would al-
lude, that is, that we have been too long separated.
We have been at a distance.  We have lived un-
der the same sovereign’s sway, held the same
principles ; but we have been'divided. But now,
in the Providence of God and through His good-
ness, in the prosperity of the country, difficultics
are removing, aud we are here to-night under
such auspicious circumstances, not offering you
anylhing, for we come with no offer, we come
merely to sympathize with you, tq counsel you if
you require our counsels, 1o give you all the aid
we possibly can by preaching to your congrega-
tions. DBut we trust this 1s merely the dawn of a
brighter day, when we shall be united in these
Provinces, when the broad and beautiful country
of Canada I, and W. shull be joined with N. B.
and N. S., when the ditferent Synods shall meet
together aud form one General Assembly.  Then
shall we indeed be brethren together. And now
our hand is extended towards you, and happy am
1 to think that we can hold out the right haud of
fellowship to your Delegate next Synod, and that
the day is not far off when the project referied to
shall be completed. 1 think I could finish my
course if I saw this union consummated. I should
then say, T have not laboured in vain, [ have not
spent y days lor nought. .

Dr. Mathieson then rose and said ;~——Mr. Chair-
man and Christian Iriends, it was my intention,
and perhaps it would be well to keep that resolu-
tion in view, not to say a word, but simply to ex-
press my thanks for the very kind manner in which

the Deputation from the Synod of Canada have |

been received by the Synod of Nova Scotia and the
congregations of Halifax, T believe I would best
consult the feclings of this audience by silence,
Our object has been so far obtained.  We belong
10 the same Church——we have the same standards,
we are only separated by distance, and that dis-
tance is diminishing every day. Modes of com-
munication are opening up, which bring the ends
of the World together.” 1f I were 1o give way to
my feelings, the very beautiful allusion made by
my friend, my early classtellow, to our venerable
Professor, and the instiuctions we received, would
awaken, if 1 had language to express my senti-
ments, an eloquence of which 1 am not capable.
My frienduind colleague has exhausted every point
upon which we would desire to touch. I will not
go over the same ground. I have only to repeat
that, with respect 10 the College, the Trustees of
that Institution are ready to give every facility to
the young men of this Province, and I would also
say tbat the young men from this Province, who
have been studying there, have distinguished them-
selves in no ordinary degree. It will be the care,
1 have uo doubt, of the Trustees and the 1'rofessors
1o watch over the morals as well as the education
of these young men, and this must be a great sat-
isfaction to pavents sending their children to so
great a distance--to feel that they are under the
eyes of those who care for them, and who would
not only wish to prepare thew for their respective
callimgs but to mitke thewn good Men and Christiauns.
1 do azain thank you fiom my heart. This is
one of the most delightiul missions in which I
have ever been employed. I believe, when we
were not in a situation to send a deputation, 1
was requested o visit the brethren here. 1 did
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my utmost then to accomplish this, but failed.
It 'was even with difficulty that we got away at
this time. But my heart was in the mission. 1
had already known my brethren by report, I
was desirous ot seeing them. I hope this is but
the commencement of a union between, I was go-
iug to say, the two Churches, but I say the one
Church, and under the present circumstances of
weakness—weakness arising from causes which
ought not to have had a place here, I trust it will
be the means not only of bringing us together but
of Lringing all the Presbyterians of this Province
into one. 1 thank you, and I am persuaded that
this is but the first of a series of kindly inter-
changes which will be beneficial to all.

Rev. Wm. Snodgrass, being called upon, spoke
to the following effect.—Mr. Chairmun, Ladies
and Gentlemen, I have really spoken so much du-
ring the last eight days that now, after passing
through a temporary suspension, I feel somewhat
out of humour to begin again. But the resolution
which I hold in my hand is such as to constrain
me to address you briefly. Tt calls upon you to
rejoice in the prosperity of the Church in Canada,
and to agree in desiring a closer union of the
Church in these Colonies. Success in any enter-
prise, whether it be undertuken by an individual
man or by a body ot men, when we see it to be
the result of untiring diligence and perseverance,
can never fail to command our sympathies and to
awaken feelings ot joy in our hearts. But, listen-
ing, as we have doue, to the interesting and cheer-
ing statements of my Reverend brethren, learning
from themn the success which has followed so far
the labours and struggles with which the Church
in Canada has contended against circumstances of
peculiar difficulty, knowing the enterprise in
which that Chureh is engaged to be the highest
and the holiest, and findiug that the intelligence
comes not, as has been said, from a Sister Chnrch
but from the same Church, to which we have the
honour and privilege to belory, then, Sir, are our
hearts filled with sympathetic joy of no ordinary
kind, and [ amsure this resolution will meet with
a warm and hearty response ; then may we say
to our brethren here, Most heartily do we bid you
welcome, for we are glad 1o see you, hut especi-
ally glad because of the tidings which you bring.

I myst confess, Sir, that, when I heard my
brother, the Rev. Mr. McKid, expatiate, as he did,
on the rapidity with which settlements have been
rising up and flourishing in that Ceuntry from
which he has come, and when especiatly I heard
him allnde to the fact that many had gone thither
{rom this Province and are now doing well and
prosperous, are now contented and happy, I was
somewhat afraid that he was holding out a bait or
inducernent that others might follow. But I had
ouly to wait a little in order to ascertain that,
while he wan's our young men to go to Canada,
it is not that they may settle there but for a pur-
pose the noblest and the best, that they may be
qualified to fill our pulpits here and minister to
our people. He wants us to send the raw mate-
rial, that we ay receive the finespun back. He
wants some of the youths of this Province to at-
tend the College of Kingston, that they may re-
tarn to us again well qnalified, zealous and devot-
ed, as Missionaries of the Cross.  Instead ol being
alarmed, therefore, I must say we are greatly
obliged to the Rev. Gentleman for pressing this
matter so carnestly upon us. This is just the
thing we want. By following it up we have ever-
ything to gain and nothing to lose, and 1 trust the
call he has made will not pass unheeded, but that
soon many young men trom this Province, inspir-
ed with a proper spirit for the service of our Heav-
enly Master, will be found pursuing the nccessary
studies in the Halls of Queen’s College, Kingston.

1 must likewise confess, Sir, that, havine lis-
tened to the stirring anil eloquent appeal which
Mr. MeKid has made to this Assembly on behalf
of a I'und for the Widows and Orplians of Cler-
gywen, [ regret that 1 do not hold in wy haud a
resolution of a more practieal kind, bearing im-
mediately upon that subject. T feel, after what
he has said, that such a resolution, proposed to an
audience like this, would uot only mect with a
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warm reception but woulil be followed presently
with great results.

I say I would like excecdingly to tesi the
effect of his appeal upon this meeting. 1 look
upon the Widows’ Fund in connection with our
Church at Hoine as one of the noblest and most*
Christian institutions of which our Church
can boast, and, were it estublished here, it would
certainly strengthen our hands most materially.
This is just one of those advantages which keep
Ministers of our Church at Home, and T do not
thing that in seeking to enjoy it they are chargea-
ble with any inconsistency either with reason or
religion. Let a similar Fund be established here,
and it will be a great inducement for Ministers to
come to this Province, and, considering the ad-
vantages of this country as a place of residence
and the interest which belongs to it as a field of
Mis<ionary labour, I feel this is just one of those
things that would induce Ministers to remain.
With all the earnestness and solemnity which, as
a Minister of the Gospel, 1 can command I would
therefore call upon you, Ladies and Gentlemen,
not to lose sight of this matter but to follow it u
with vigorous action. During my stay in Hali-
fax on this oceasion it has been repeatedly said to
me, We are willing and able to do much in bebalf
of our Church. All we want is to be told what to
do. T am glad I have it now in my power to say,
Here is something for you to do. would point
to the institution of a Widows’ Fund and say,
That,is a great and Christian object—that is an
institution affecting intimately the interests of our
Church. Put that in operation. and it will be a
credit to you—posterity will bless you for it,

In conclusion, Sir, when I think of this meeting
and the object for which it has been called, when
I see before me these Brethren from a far distant
land come to encourage and assist us, when I
think of the increase of lute years in the still small
ranks of our Ministers, when I recal to mind our
large congregations, their increased liberality,
their determined zeal, their growing attachment
to the Church of their Fathers, and when I con-
trast with this the fiery tiial through which we
have passed, the hasty and hostile predictions now
proved to be fal=e, the reviling epithets ~ad foul
aspersions cast upon our Church by mien who
abundoned their posts in the hour of danger— cpi-
thets and aspersions now shown to be unmerited
—aund especially when in addition to all this I
contemplate the speedy dawning of that day when
the Synods of all the British North American
Colonies shall be united in one grand General As-
sembly, I cannot but feel that the Kirk of Scot-
land 1s fast recovering her former position and
stability, and ducking herself anew in robes of
ancient glory. I shall only turther detain you by
reading the resolution entrusted to me. It is as
follows, *“That this meeting, baving heard the
statements of the Deputation from Canada, re-
joice in the prosperity of the Church in that Prov-
ince and agree with their fellow churchmen there
in desiring a clozer union of the Church in the:e
Colonies.”

Wm. Fairbanks, Esq., seconded the resolution.
—Mr. Chairman, you may wonder what is the mo-
tive which has induced me to second this resolu-
tion. When I see those Rev. Gentlemen from the
distant parts of Canada, when I havelistened from
that pulpit to the duties incumbent upon the old
and the young, I have this evening resolved to,
come here and seeond that Resolution, beeau-e I
think it involves the interests of the Church, and
it has had the decep consideration of those who
are well aware of the influence it is intended to
produce. We are much indebted to thoze gentle-
men who have come here, who have left their fam-
ilies and their (l)eoplc for a time, and it is this
that has induced me to come forward and recom-
miend the adoption of this resolution.

The resolution was then put by the Chairman
and passed unanimously.

Reve Al Pollok was next ealled nf)on,—-He
said, Sir, Ladies and Gentlemen, the following is
the re-olution pat into my hands, “That this
meeting desire to express their gratitude to God
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for His goodness to the Parent Church and her
branches since the lnmentab'e Secession of 1848.”
I am <ure that all in this Assembly will concur

in agreeing to the terms of this resolution.  While |

acknowledging all human means and exertions, it
becometh us especially asa Chureh to acknowledge
the haud of God.  Sucieties which are sceular in
their character may, indeed, be sometimes forget-

ful of this important duty of gratitude to God, °

Yet, Sir, within these walls and under the reof
of this Church, where the pious have worshipped

for nearly a hundred years, it becometh us by no !

means to forget the goodness of God.  This day

we bad the honour of addressing His Excellency, |

and in that address we had to refer to the good-
ness of God, aud surely it well becometh us to
homolog :te the princip ¢ involved by the practice
recommended.  We thank God that He has show-
ered such abundant mercies upon the Tastirution
we so greatly admire.  And we would raise the
anthem of praise which fell frora the lips of the
ancient Isracl, in the words of the Psalmist.—
“Praise ye the Lord, O give thanks unto the Lord,
for He is good ; fo- His mercy endureth for ever.”

Well has it been said that to a certain extent
the ordeal, through which our Church has passed,
became almost a question of exi<tence. It must be
acknowledged that a Jarge section of our Church
twas ca<t off and that a great many of her numbers
had fallen away, and [ must eonfess that, had
our Church not been founded upon true prin-
ciples, she could not have stood that ordeal.
True, the Church of Seotland has pas-ed
through many ordeals; but still withal we had
reason to fear that public opinion might be so
surcharged with the poison of prejudice that our

Chureh might suffer o her future progress and !
We know that our Church not only

prosperity. h
exi-ts iu Scotland but that her Ministers must go
forth to other lands to save men's souls,

rogre-sing, that her progress is mo-t satisfactory,
Bmt her position is comforting. Thus, Sir, I
believe that you and others will econcur gladly in
the terms of this resolution, in which we acknowl-
edwe oyr gratitude to God for His past mercies.

But'tuere is reference made in this resolution
unto a tide of prosperity which has set in upon
our Church. In this respect and in many
oints of view there is likewise much cause
§ur rendering thanks to the God of Gods. 1
imagine that the tone of her morality and spir-
ituality and feeling is very high. 1 am aware
that great claims have teen made by others,
and that our Church has been dealt with as an
effcte thing, as a cast-away. But, if L am to
Jjudge in the Scriptural way, then I do claim for
the Church of our fathers, as regards her Minis-
ters and People, a high-toned seriptural Morality
and spiritual Devotion. T feel that among her
Ministers and People there is a desire to do what
is best for the country.  There is neither, on the
one hand, any truckling tojthe great, nor, on the
other, any contemptuons treatment of the poor,
Every meansis employed which cin best promote
the interests of morality and sustain our Parent
Chureh; most painstaking are the efforts of our
Chu-ch with reference to education.  Our Church,
I believe, has not fallen behind in those things
which separate her from the world.  She maui-
fests that she is still a spiritual Church, presided
over by the Great Head.

It is acknowledged in this resolution that our
Church has passed through a very fiery ordeal.
I confess that my sympathies and feelings do not
run in the same way as those of many. You
will agree with me that a party of men who do
not swim with the tide but are disposed, if: prin-
ciple and conscience are involved, to stem the tide
of popular opinion, that such a party of men have
much more right to sympathy than those who
swim with the tide.
ean lay elaim to this credit and this honour. It
was & great and fiery trinl to which she was
subjected, and it must be confessed that much of
public sentiment and favour went with those
who left our Church, and tuok their position

But let
us rejoice and thauk Almighty God that she is |

The Chureh of Seotland |
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! rather with her encmies than her friends. It
| must be confessed that in ever possible way they
i were caressed. nay flattered, {ut, amidst all this,
i the Church of Scotland held on in the even tenor
L of her way. Not once did she swerve from her
| principles or constitution.  And, Sir, in my
| estimation that part of our Church, which remain-
| ed in the Assembly Hall, and amid the abuse of
many left that Hall went to their own homes,
and remaived fuithful to their Church, their
; Crown and their God and their Ordination
vows, acted with credit and honour. Thus our
Church has been a martyr Church, and, if it be a
mark of the Church of God, that she has been

been the lot of the Church of Scotland.

I would allude to one or two marks of prosper-
ity. Our Church has many schemes. She has
always manifested a peeuliarinterest in the Jews,
Labouring in this mi<sion she has some 7 or 8

elsewhere, and there they are disseminating the
principles of Divine trath, and making known
Jesus Christ who has long been a stumblingblock
to that pcople.  The Church of Scotland has
manifested unceasing care over the Colonies.
Since the year 1825 she has sent out meu to Nova
Scotin and the neizhbouring Provinees, and
during the past year she has supplied ficlds in
Australia, she has dispatehed Chaplains to Ceylon
i and the Mauritius, and Missionaries to the Cana-
das. But, Sir, the Chureh of Scotland has also
: scheme for the endowment of Chapels.  The
| Chapels are an escential part of the parochial
I machinery. These have been erected in large
|

i

parishes, but are now endowed and the Ministers
have not a status with the others.  But a scheme
has been set on foot that these Chapels may
i become parish Churches, and already £200,000
have been contributed to this end. Further, we
| know that parishes have been filled up fast with
table men, I know fiom personal inspection the
| Churches in Glasgow are now better filied than
| they were before the lamentable Secession of 1843
1 know the people have to a great extent the free
choice of their pastors. Patronage is not an
essential part of the Chureh of Scotland, The
Chureh of Scotiand has existed without it, and
may exist without it again.

Now, Sir, I must bring my observations to a
close.  Perhaps the question will be asked—but
what has this Church to do for us in this Colony ¥
The Church of Seotland has many claims upon
the prayers of the people of this Colomy. You

been supplied from Home with Ministers. Our
fricnds have referred to the Institution of Queen’s
Co:lege, at which Irejoice, but as yet that College
has not suppliedl ‘the field with labourers,
Hitherto then it is evident that all our Minis-
ters have come from Home—while the Baptists
and Methodists and Presbyterians of every othér
order have Iustitutions of their own for the edu-
cation of their Ministers. The one Church of Scot-
land has supplied the Indian field, has sy yplied
all her Chaplaineies, has sent out Minis¥ers to
N. 8, P. E. Islind, N. B, Newfoundland, the
Canadas, and I say that, had not this Church trans-
cendent excellencics, she could not lave doue
what she has done.

I trust this meeting will have a practical effect
in furthering the scheme of our brethren from
Canada.  Surely we have given some signs that
our Chureh is prospering, some that will enable
her to enter upon a ylorious future, and | trust we
shall be able to plant a noble offshoot of a nobler
Parent vine,whose branches are destined to spread
over the far, far, illimitable West, towards which
the nations of the Earta are tending.

The Rev. G. W. Sprott in an able and effective
! specch seeconded the resolution, whieh was then
passed unanimously,

A vote of thauks to the Chairman was then
moved by the Hon. A, Keith, seconded by Dr.
Avery, and earvied by acclamation. A fter which
the meeting, having sung the doxology, was dis-
solved by the Apostolic benediction.

are aware that all our Churches hitherto have |

a martyr Church, such can be pointed out to have

We extract the following from The
British  Colonist, Halifax, of Septem-
ber 13.

ST. MATTHEW'S CHURCII SABBATH
SCHOOL PICNIC.

The Sabbath School Picnic of St Matthew’s
Church eame off on Tuesday in the beautiful
grove near the residence of the Chief Justice.
A spiendid day, the rich seenery on the banks
of the North West Arm, the beauty of the grove
which was tastefully decorated with flags, with
the attention with which not only their teachers
but alo many of the Jadies of the congregation
vied with cach other to make the hearts of the
little ones rejoice,—ensureid complete success.
Luncheon was served uap at 1 o’clock, and dinner
in profusion at 4 olelock. Al kinds of amuse-
ments were provided, such as tilts, swings, balls.

¢ promenading and boating, enlivened by music.
Missicnaries on the banks of the noble Rhine and | R N it v

We counted about one
children.

After the children’s dinner the Rev. G. W.
Sprott addressed them, and the beautiful hyma,
** The Happy Land,” by Bishop Heber, was sung
with plensing effect: They then resumed their
sports, during which the ladies and gentlemen
and teachers partook of a bountcous repast. To-
wards dusk the children were again collected, and
sung the Doxology. A vote of thanks was carried
unanimously for their teachers and those Jadies
who had assisted in giving them such a day’s
reereation, and they then coneluded with three
hearty cheers.—Comm.

hundred and tweunty
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GLASGOW SCUTARI MISSION.
(Continued from page 134.)

ALL the Government Presbyterian ckaplains have
been ordered to the Crimea from Scutari, and the
Scotch soldeirs in the Hospital now depend solely
upon our Glasgow issionaries for pastoral minis-
trations.

A communion cup has been sent at the request
of tlie brethren 1o enable them to dispense the
sacrament to those who desire to partake of the
holy ordinance; and to many soliders we hope
and pray it may be fruitful in eucharistic thanks-
givings for God’s merey to them in delivering
them from death, and in offering them eternal lifa
through Him who was wouuded for their trans-
gressions, and endured the cross for their redemp-
tion. . .

The cup sent to Scutari was a gift from mem-
bers of Mr. Macnair's late congregation in Gou-
rock, which, as a token of love, alds to its value,

Several donations of books both lrom the Commit-
tee, congregations and private parties, have from
timeto time been sent tothe Mission, TheSecretary
has written Mr. Ferguson to inquire about the
fate of those packages, and he hopes to be able to
give a satisfactory account of them in the next
number of the Magazine, although he has cause
to fear that many have been lost. DBut whether
they are irrecoverably lost, or only concealed in
mountains of baggage i the Custom [House at
Constantiaople or Balaklava, remains to be seen.

Lzxtract from Mr. Fergusson’s Journal.

Murch 1st.—Visited in General [ospital.  Great
excitenent about t'e earthquuke which of curred
yesterday.  Almost all were out of their beds,
some so weak that they could not get into bed
again unaided.  Many tried to walk who were un-
able todoso.  One muan toll me he never felt him-
self so utterly unworthy before.  He telt that he

Pdeserved to be literally swallowed wp, and he
- feared he was 1o have got his desert.

The Mor-
mounite, noticed Feh. 10, is now under decp con-
victions, and praying most fervently to be guided
into the Truth. ~ It was most painful to witness
te agony of hissoul. I read to him a small tract
entitled ‘“ The Compassion of God,” and, when
I bad finished it, he asked if I could assure him



that what T read was the truth. T said that T
rested my own eternal destiny upon it, which was
the highest proof I could give of my thorough con-
viction of the truthfulness of the doctrine of the
Bible. He thensaid, *“ You know what my views
have been,” and requested me to pray with him,
stating in the most particular manner for what he
wished mejspeciaily to pray, which was that what-
cver error be might blindly have followed might
be completely eradicated from his mind, and that
the truth of God might be savingly impressed
upon hissoul.  After I had kneeled at his bedside,
he detained my proceeding until | had shown him
that [ clearly comprehended his meaning. When
1 had done he was n:uch excited, and. burying his
head in his bedclothes, he groaned in agony of
spirit. - I'stood for a little while unwilling to dis-
turb him, when, as if unconscious of my presence,
he prayed long and fervently, When he had done
he was so much exhausted that he scarcely had
strength to say good-bye.

2d.—An arrival of fresh invalids from the
Crimea has made a large addition to m{ list. One
desired to see me whenever he heard [ was in the
Hospital. He requested me to visit him as often
as [ could. S. F., meutioned 26th Fcb., died this
morning , 1 hope, in the Lord.

3d.—Death is steadily doing his work. My
Mormonite friend is gone today ; he was very low

esterday. When [ inquired whether he could
ook up to God as his Father in Christ, he simply
shook hishead. A young man, apparently on the
very brink of the grave, told me that he had never
been a great sinner, he had never been a drunkard,
nor—.
Here he stopped, finding it hard to specify. Many
console themselves with the thought that they
have not sinned much, since they have not been
addicted to it ‘mperate habits. One of those who
came in yesterday seems uncer convictions of sin.
Another, whom [ have seen daily for some time,
and who is, [ fear, dying, says “ No, no! I have
no hope but in Christ Jesus.” .

4th.—Sunday—D’reached in Boniface House and
Sultan’s Quarters, and visited special cases in
General Hospital.  One man, who formerly ap-
peared wiser than myself in matters ot religion,
asked me to read to him ¢ sowmethi g about our
Saviour.” There are several hopeful cases, but
very many are cold and dead.

5th.—Visited the whole of General Hospital.
One of my people died this morning. Some have
returned to the Camp. Several very interesting
cases among 3d Highlanders.

6th.—At Pera in search of a servant; a day
nearly lost. Visited only five men in the after-
noon. The gratitude of all, but of one m particu-
lar, was very great, and would have been a re-
ward for almost any toil.

7th—TheStable, General and Harem Hospitals.
Wrote 3 letters at the bedsides of the men. Re-
ceived a most cordial welcome at Harens from ali,
even from Romenists. A loud cry for Bibles,
which I promised to get supplied. Found a Ro-
manist reading the New Testament ; hesaid he did
not care for the priest, and requested some tracts.
Added 9 to my roll. The Episcopalians in one
ward asked me to speak to them as if they were
my own people. | addressed the whole ward at
once. They hoped 1 would give them a call
when I go {ack.

8th.—Palace and Gencral Hospitals, The wel-
come we receive from some is truly touching.
Many of my people have gone to England. One
died yesterday, and some are very ill. Large ar-
rival of sick from the Camp. I'find the ficld al-
lotted to me much too large to do the work efli-
ciently. }

9th,—Made up a parcel of Bibles and books fot
the Harem Hozpital, which, to my regret and an-
noyance, I couid get 10 one lo carry over.  Visit-
ed in General Hospital; nothing remarkable oc-
curred. The men are recovering very slowly, and
some who were moving about have been taken
very il..

10th.— 3 more of my people have gone the way
of all the earth. and there are others apparently
about tofollow. Made the acquaintance of a
young man of the Irish Presbyterian Church: a
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most interesting case. He ‘detailed to me the
history ot his enlistment, whick gave me a prac-
tical 1llustration of the necessity of the apostolic
injunction, “ Fathers, provoke not your children
to wrath, lest they be discouraged.”” Took my
servant to the Harem in the evening with a bay
full of Bibles, Testaments, aud other books and
tracts.  Gave intimation of a public service there
to-morrow at 11 a.m. The report ot the Czar’s
death appears to give much satisfaction in the
Hospitals. Many add, ““ It is not that we wish
the man dead, but it is for the sake of the others
we rejoice.”

11th.—Sunday. Preached at the Harem to a
large auldience at 11 a.M., and in the General Hos-
pital at the usual hour, 4 .M. Had an increase
of convalescents, but a smaller audience on the
whole. Visited none to-day. Wrote 2 letters
intimating deaths.

12¢th.— Attended the funeral of brother Proctor
and afterwards visited in General Hospital all the
cases calling for special attention. Met one man
for the first time in deep distress of mind. He sta-
tedt hat, when he was very ill, he had fearful vis-
ions of the state of separation from God. He feels
thankful tothe Lord for sparing him and restoring
hira to soundness of mind, that he may now attend
to the one thing needful. Several men very ill,
who yet maintain a deep sullenness on the subject
of religion. :

13th.—Visited at the Palace and General Hos-
pitals. Oue of the 93d has been most unexpec-
tedly called to his final account. I was requested
by a Roman Catholic orderly to speak to another
Catholic apparently dying. ~Refused, as the man
did not ask it himself, The orderly said, he read
Protestant as well as Catholic books, and thought
the one as good as the other, and requested me
to give him a tract, which I readily did.

14th.—Visited none ; wrote 2 soldiers® letters,
and sgent the whole afternoon in a fruitless search
for information regarding the ship “ Corsica,” by
which [ expect books from Glasgow. 1009 Bi-
bles have arrived to-day trom ¢ I'he Scottish Bi-
ble Socicty.”

15th.—General Hospital, whole of the upper
s‘ory. Made the acquaintance of 2 new wen
who seemed particularly glad to see me. No
cases of unusual interest.

16th.—A very wet and stormy day-—visited in
General Hospital. Great complaints from sowe of’
the mien of the neglect of their medical attendant.
Encouraged them to put coufidence in the treat-
ment they receive as the best for them according
to medicul skill. The idea of going Home seems
to be doing good to the health of some.

17th. ~Visited special cases only, and such others
as were beside these. As I passed along o.e of
the corridors, a spectacle presented itselt to me
more truly interesting than any [ have witnessed
since I came to Scutari. It was a convalescent
soldier acting as Scripture reader to his sick com-
rade. Neither of them belongs to my Hock ; but
L could not pass without noticing and commend-
ing them for the manner in which I had found
them engaged.

18th.—Sunday. Preached three times, twice
to soidiers, and once to soldiers’ wives. Visited
none.

19ih.-—~The whole of the lower part of General
Hospital. Many men very ill—some, I fear, be-
yond recovery. One, formerly very polite, but
apparently indifferent as to the objects of my
visits, gave me a long account of his past life.
He had been a great drunkard previousiy to his
Jjoining the army, but he had not tasted spirits for
2 years. He says the armuy makes many drunk-
ards sober men.  He seens deeply sorry for hyy-
ing grieved his mother, but he is not yel humbied
betore God.

20th,—A most interesting day. Visited the
whole of the upper story of the General Hospital,
and all special cases in the lower. Found many
very ill.  Oue of the 93d died on Sunday morning.
Feverisexceedingly prevalent.  Qne man, whose
picty seems genuine, gave me some money (o
send to his wife should he die. He mentioned
several days ago that he wished to tell me some-
thing, but that he would wait till he was a little
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better. Fearing he might not live long, I asked
him to tell me to-day.” He said that he merely
wished to tell me what a blessing it had been to
him to have become a soldier. He was brought
up in the Church of Rome, and remained in that
communion tll he was 23 years of age. About
that time he ealisted into the 34 Highlanders, and
attended the Scotch church when that regiment
was stationed at Cailisle. Ile used to put his
fingers in his ears during the sermon lest he
should hear anything against the Romish faith.
But his conscience reproved him. He could not
hold out against convictions. He listened to the
Word of Life, and with a great struggle fled from
the arms of Rome. ¢ Many,” said he, ¢ condemn
the service, bat it has been a great blessing to me.
Had I not become a soldier, 1 mizht this day have
been worshipping the Virgin instead of Christ.”?
This man has been telling me every time I have
seen him how thankful Le is for my visits. The
first day I saw him, when | inquired whether I
could do anything more for him, he said, ¢ You
have done for me already more than tongue can
tell.” To-day he said, “I like your teaching, sirr I
was takenat the very first with it.  You did not set
forth the majesty of God apart from the love of the
Saviour.” He says the peace he has is sometimes
a cause of terror to him lest it should be a false
peace. Another old 93d man wept bitterly, and
said. “ No man has sinned so much as I Enave.”
Another young man, when 1 had prayed with
bim, and promised to see him soon again, said
with the tear stealing down his cheek, Sir, I
would like 10 see you all the hours of the day.”
Another told me he had borrowed a New Testa-
tnent, and had spent a very happy Sabbath afer-
noon, reading it. | promised to take him to-morrow
a Bible from the Scottish Bible Society.  With a
face lit-up with the happiest smiles, he said
‘“ Ah! have you, Sir—have you got a Bible with'
the Scotch psalms and paraphrascs 27

Another young man, who Las lost both his feet
by the frost, sected so happy, when 1 rose up
trom praying with hira, that he longed for another
toshare his joys; and, turaing round to his compane
lon on the lefl, who was wounded at Jukerman,
he called out, “ I5 S awake [ told him
I had been with his friend before I came to him.
He then said, S and 1 have some fine
talks together during the night when we are both
lying awake.”  But there would be no end to
these detuils—-the history of every day is full of
them. Posted at the Main Guard a notice of pub-
lic worship to-morrow (the national fast) at 11
A-M., and atterwards announced the matter in per-
son in every ward and corridor in the Hospital
that none might plead igrorance.

224—No. 139, alluded to as near his end yes-
terday, died about 12 midnight, 132, deeply pen-
itent, wept much when | spoke to him of the love
of Chirist, and declared that no man can have sin-
ned more than he has. e said, « Men, when
they are well, do not think of 1these things; but,
when they are laid upon a sick-bcll, then
they see the necessity for them.” I have fre-
frequently obscrved that I have been led to men,
not of my own people, as if by aceideat, whose
cases specially needed attention. To-day, as |
pussed along the corridor, and was speaking to
some who were bundling up their kits to go to
England, I was drawn, iuvoluntary as it were, to
speak to one who at the moment | thouzht wag
also going Home. By anaccident in the Camp he
had received a pistol shot in his hand, and, Jjust
before I spoke to him, had the main bone of " hig
left hand taken out. e has been in Hospital
since the 9th inst, and has just ecome out of the
fever which is so prevalent. T endeavcured to
cheer hin up, taking care to remind himn that life
is very uncertain, and that the only source of true
peace and comfort is faith in (he Lord Jesus
Christ.  With some excitement he said, I hope
God will spare e to see mv wife again.  Night
and day Tthink ot her, and T lirerally water ?ny
C(_mch3 with my tears foetting about it.”” And with
his left hand leuning upon o pillow, supporting it
afler the surgical operation, he stretched out his
right arm at full length, and, checking his flow-
ing tears, he said, as if with fixed determination,
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‘T would willingly allow that arm to be chopped ofl
by the shoulder,if I could see her to night.” [
endeavoured to point out 1o him the folly of speak-
ingin sucha manner. He then told me the reason
why he fretted so much. He thought it possible
that he might die, and he was leaving his wife in
poverty, whereas, had he been a sober man, he
might have left her comfdrtably provided for.
He has been a non-commissionedvulﬁcer for ten
years. His wife was piously inclined, but he
laughed and mocked at her piety, and by his drun-
ken habits nearly broke her heart. "When this
war was spoken of, he thought 1t would all end in
smoke; but, when the trumipet called them to
march to the field, he found himself deceived.
He has seen thousands cut off around him, and
has fanned with a newspaper his comrades dying
of cholera, without a thought of anything but
a burning desire to be led on 1o battle, and not to
lie rotting in camp. The Lord hath now shown
him his past sinful lite. I did not conceal from
him what I thought. and what the Bible says ot
hissins. [ reminded him that I was of the Church
of Scotland, and was expected by the Church of
England chaplains to confine myself to my own

eople. Hereplied that he thought the difference
Eetween us hardly worth mentioning. and that
he would just as soon have me to minister to him
asany oneelse. Ithen offered prayer shortly, and,
when I was about to leave him, he grasped me by
the hand, and said repeatedly, ¢ The Lord bless
you.” ¢ ‘T'he Lord reward you.” His gratitude
seemed almost unbounded. " Thus we see many
of the bravest heroes of our battles weeping like
children at the foot of the Cross.

Went on board 2 ships now receiving invalids
for England. It is truly a happy sight to see the
men going Home. I spoke to many, bezging to re-
joice with themn. One told me he had learned,
sinceithis war began, to trust only in the Lord, and
through the whole campaign he had never forgot-
ten to commit himself to His constant keeping,
and that, especially since he had been sick, he had
not ceased 1oadvise his comnrades to cease to do evil
and to learn to do well.

COMMUNICATION.

[The conductors of *“ 7'he Presbyterian” do not
hold themselves responsible for the opinions ex-
pressed in the communications that may from
time to time appear under this head.]

[For the Preshyterian.]
MEMOIRS OF THE HALDANES.
(Continued from page 107.)

The search after perfection in ecclesias-
tical connections, as well as in individuals,
seems to he, in this world, a vain and fruit-
less one. As long as men are endowed
with differently constituted minds ; as long
as human passions mingle their dross
with the pure gold, so long the perfect
purity and beautiful unity of which we so
fondly dream must, like the philosopher’s
stone, evade the grasp of its most eager
pursuers. Even where, for a time, the
desired result seems attained, and all
appears fair and beautiful, experience too
sadly shows that the elements of variance
and contention are buttemporarily hushed,
and will break forth with renewed vigour.

Such too soon proved to be the case
with respeet to the association which, un-
der the auspices of the Haldanes and their
clerical friends, had separated themselves
from other Churches with the view of en-
joying purity of communion and unalloyed
Christian fellowship. At first all seemed
prosperous. Aided by the munificent liber.
ality of Robert Haldane, spacious places
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of worship, filled with earnest and atten-
tive congregations, and administered to by
faithfal pastors, sprung up in the principal
cities of Scotland. Zeal, piety and har-
mony seemed to shed their happy influ-
ence over the new sect.  But the invaria-
ble rule held true even in the ecclesiasti-
cal paradise. Discussions concerning fre-
quency of communion, plurality of elders,
and similar minor points sprung up and
caused much painful difference of opinion.
These differences might have been settled,
but a new and unexpected event struck
the final blow at the prosperity of Scottish
Congregationalism,and shattered the goodly
fubric which bid fair to rise 10 so lofty a
height. This event was the conversion to
Baptist sentiments of the two brothers who
had been the prop and main-stay of the in-
fant Church.  'With our views upon the
subject of Baptism we cannot of course
approve of the steps which they took ; but
we must respect the scrupulous integrity
of men who, while fearing that their pub-
lic usefulness might be injured by the course
they were about to pursue, nevertheless
unhesitatingly took the path which their
conscience pointed out. And, while we
regret that in this instance conscience
should have so far misled them, we cannot
withhold the tribute of admiration to the
Christian tolerance and freedom from sec-
farian bigotry, which led them to refrain
from efforts to proselytism, and to keep
their peculiar views in due subordination
to their one great aim,—the promotion of
the giory of God.

It was, however, far from being the de-
sire of the Haldanes that their change of
sentiment should be attended by a disrup-
tion in the Church. Thev saw no reason
why they might not still unite in the wor-
ship of God with those from whom they
differed on the particular point of Baptism.
But most of those who had hitherto been
their colleagues were not disposed to go to
such a length of liberality and refused to
maintain a connection with Anti-Pedo-
Baptists. The greater part of Mr. J. Hal-
dane’s congregation, it is true, still clung to
a pastor whose change of views did not, in
theiropinion,incapacitate himfrom breaking
to them the Word of Life, But for the
most part the two brothers found them-
selves cut off from the intimate communion
of those who had in former times been
their helpers and fellow-workers, and with
whom they had often “ taken sweet coun-
sel.”  Nor was the separation unalloyed
by feelings of bitterness, greater in some
cases than the occasion demanded. On
the painful disagreement between Mr.
Haldane and Mr. Ewing we do not wish
i0 dwell.  Much might doubtless be said
on both sides. At this distance of time we
have not the means of deciding accurately
the merits of the case, and we willingly
turn from this clouded page in the history
of the good man to records of a more
pleasing character.

During the twelve years which had

elapsed since Mr. Haldane’s departure
from Airthrey his residence had heen
fixed in Edinburgh. Now, however, find-
ing the retirement and relaxation of coun-
try life a necessary relief to his tasked
energies, he purchased fora comparatively
small sum the large but neglected estate of
Auchingray in Lanarkshire. Here in the
seclusion of rural life he spent the next six
summers, preaching frequently at Airdrie
in the neighbourhood, and spending his
leisure time in the preparation of a work
on “ The Evidences of Christianity.” This
book, first published in 1816, has received
the approval and sanction of such men as
Dr. Andrew Thomson and Rowland Il

While the elder brother was thus em-
ploying his pen in the service of Chris-
tianity, the energies of the younger were
not less earnestly devoted to the same
cause. Though much occupied with the
necessary duties of his pastoral charge, and
with the formation of the Edinburgh Bible
Society in 1809, yet occasional sermons
in the suburbs of Edinburgh and the adja-
cent villages, as well as at Buxton and Har-
rowgate, whither he went for the restora-
tion of his wife’s failirg health, testified to
his earnestness in ¢ redeeming the time.”

The winter of 1819 was marked by one
of the severest afllictions which he was
called upon to sustain,—the death of his
beloved wife. He deeply felt the blow,
but, while sorrowing, faith enabled him to
rejoice in the prospect of a blissful re-union
beyond the grave.

‘I'he failure of the projected mission to
Hindostan had not in any degree damped
the missionary ardour of Robert Haldane.
For some years his thoughts had been
directed to a field scarcely less necessitous
than the heathen Benares. It was the
continent of Europe, which was at this
time fettered in the chains of a rationalistic
and almost infidel theology. To this scene
‘of spiritual dest:ituion he resolved to direct
his labours, and accordingly in October,
1816, Mr. and Mrs. Haldane left Edin-
burgh for Paris. At Paris however they
were not encouraged to remain long, so he
soon turned his steps to the eity of Calvin.

To the poet, to the lover of nature in
her manifold and various forms, the
name of Geneva calls up glorious visions
of a landscape to which the massive gran-
deur of *¢the Monarch of Mountains ;” the
lofty pile of Jura ; the placid and beautiful
lake which reflects in its translucent wa-
ters the effulgent clouds which in the rich
summer sunsets crown Mount Blane with
a halo of glory; and the vine-covered
banks of the “arrowy Rhone” contribute
to render the scene one of the fairest that
Earth canafford.  And to him who delights
in historical associations Geneva is equally
abundant in interest. The place where
Calvin preached the Truth asitis inJesus,
and led the van of the battle against the
fulminations and anathemas of Rome ; the
asylum of John Knox and his brave band
of exiles ; the abode of Farel and Beza-—



must ever have its hallowed memories for
every Drotestant, and especially a Scottish
one. But the city, which had once spar-
kled like a lamp in the surrounding dark-
ness, was now, alas! shrouded with a thick
veil of infidelity. [n the words of Dr.
Hamilton, «at that time litde faith was
found at Geneva. The city of Calvin and
Beza was under the spell of Voitaire and
Rousseau, and in the christened paganism
of its Theological Academy, ¢St. Plato and
St. Seneca’ had supplanted ¢St. Paul
and St. Peter.””> Nevertheless the Lord
was working,and in various quarters there
were at this time earnest gropings for the
Truth, when in the person of Mr. Haldane
an able and willing laboyrer was rent into
this corner of the Vineyard. His course
was providentially indicated to lie among
the students. Gathering around him a
goodly number of young men, comprising
nearly all the students of theology, he was
accustomed, during the winter and spring
of 1817, to meet with them daily at hisown
residence, and explain to them the great
mysteries of the Christian faith,of many
of which, suchas the doctrines of human
depravity, the incarnation,‘ justification,
they now heard for the first time.  Some of
these expositions were the germ of Mr.
Haldane’s future work, his valuable com-
mentary on **The Romans,” which, uniting
the accuracy of the logician with the ar-
dour of the Christian, has been highly ap-
preciated by the religiousworld, and placed
on a par with that of Calvin himself,

On the 20th of June, 1817, Mr. Haldane
bade adieu to Geneva, but he did not go
without leaving visible marks of his visit.
When we number among those who had
sat at his feet in Geneva such names as
Dr, Malan, Messieurs Rica, Gouthier,
Henri Pyt and Merle d’Aubigné, it will at
once be seen that the extent of its useful-
ness can never be rightly estimated on
Earth.

From Geneva he went to Montauban,
the centre of education for the Protestants
of the Reformed Church in France. Here
also his labours were attended with signal
success, both among the students and the
pastors, who occasionally visited him. Be
likewise, in conjunction with his active
coadjutor, Mr. Henry Drummond, took
measures for the organization of a Society
for the Propagation of the Gospel on the
Continent, an enterprise in which many of
the young Genevan converts, forced by
persecution to leave their intended sphere
of labour, were employed in scattering
abroad the seed of the Gospel. The two
years of Mr. Haldane’s residence at Mont-
auban now drew to a close, and in 1819
be returned to Scotland. But he left behind
him, as the ¢“seals of his ministry,” many
a farithful labourer, who in France, in Bel-
gium, in Switzerland, and among the wilds
of the Pyrenees, should be ‘abundanlly
blessed in winning souls for their Heavenly
Master. .

,On his return to his native land Mr.
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Haldane was not destined to enjoy com- | proaching dissolution. A fier such alife as

plete repose.  In 1521 he entered the lists
of the « Bible Society Controversy ”” as a
champion for the unadulterated  circula-
tion of the Word of God. The subtle
poison of Rationalism had entered even
into that noble British and Foreign Bible
Society, which it has been the gory of
Great Britain to originate and maintain.
Bibles containing the Apoerypha either
interpolated or appended, Bibles adulter-
ated to please the taste of Roman Catho-
lics, and Bibles with neologian prefaces,
were to be found in the Continental Re-
positories, under the dangerous and spe-
cious plea of expediency. This plea the
Edinturgh Branch of the Society wished
to overturn and expose, and Mr. Haldane,
as a prominent member, led them forward
to the attack. The war which ensued
was a brisk one. Pamphlets flew thick
and fast in every direction, meetings were
called, speeches made, protests were enter-
ed and diplomacy put in requisition. Dr.
Andrew Thomson, a host in himself,
proved a valuable assistant in the cause of
maintaining the purity of God’s Word ;
while on the opposite side we are startled
to find the names of such men as the Rev.
Charles Simeon, the Rev. Mr. Venn, and
the Rev. John Owen,—another instance
of the too frequent spectacle of good men
deceived by the plausibility and apparent
expediency of a real evil. The confest
was long, furious and painful, but it issued
in the triumph of the defenders of the
Saered Canons, and the final purification
of the noble Society which at one time it
threatened to destroy.

Our limits compe! us to pass briefly
over the remaining years of Mr. Haldane.
The winters spent in Edinburgh, the sum-
.mers passed in the seclusion of Anchingray
were alike employed inlabours oflove and
zeal. The preparation of his Exposition
of the Romans necessarily absorbed much
of his time, and even after its publication
a complete and careful revision of the sec-
ond edition still continued to occupy him.
But, though thus usefully and vigorously
engaged, his assistance was never solicited
in vain when any point of Christian doc-
trine or practice was in danger. At the
first sound of alarm he girded on his weap-
ons and stepped boldly out into the fray,
and in few instances did the abuse, of
whatever nature, stand before his repeated
and vigorous attacks.

Nor was his own immediate vineyard
left unwatered. Anchingray with its con-
cerns, both temporal and spiritual, received
much of his attention. His own house-
hold with his large circle of relations
looked up to him as an esteemed master
and a revered and cherished friend, whose
society in his leisure hours was mych
sought and highly prized.

But he had long passed the term fixed
as the limit of the life of man. 1[e had
entered upon his seventy-ninth year, and
the earthly tabernacle gave signs of its ap-

his had been we scarcely need the assur-
ance that his end was emphatically peace,
and that few clouds were suffered to ob-
scure his views of the future glory. On
the 11th of December, 1842, he was peace-
fully removed to the “rest which remain-
eth for the people of God.” They who
were left behind sorrowed that they should
see his face no more, hut with him they
knew it was ¢ far better.” The beloved
pariner, who hadwalked by his side for so
many years, was notleft long to mourn his
loss.  Six months after she was laid by
his side in the tomb, where both await a
joyful resurrection.

(70 be coutinue.d)

NOTICES OF BOOKS.

Wehave received from the Bible Deposi-
tory” The Illustrated Fomily Christian
Almanac for the United States Jor 1856,
published by the American Tract Society,
This Society “embraces members of 14
evangelical denominations, united to diffuse
the knowledge of Christ and Him crucified
by its publications, associated with personal
Christian effort, at home and abroad.” The
Almanac is printed on fine paper in a clear
type, and devotes 24 pages to the Calendar
and very full Tables on subjects generally
found in such hand-books, to which are of
course, subjoined various interesting statis-
ties regarding the United States, 24 pages,
ornamented with handsome illustraticos,
are devoted to brief extracts, many of which
refer to circumstances or places of recent or
present interest, while all convey instrue-
tion of a religious or moral tendency.

We commend to the favoura
and support of our readers 7'he Canadian
Messenger and Journal of Missions, which
1 published monthly at the Montreq] Wit
ness oftice, and whose reasonable terms of
subscription may be learned by reference
to the Advertisements on our last page,
We know not how Ministers, Elders, Satb-
bath-school Teachers, and all Christiang
desirous of circulating intelligence of the
missionary efforts of evangelical bodies of
every denomination, could better further
this mportant objeet than by promoting to
the best of their ability the distribution of
T/%e 'C’anadian Messenger and Journal of
Mtsszons within their respective circles of
influence. We are persuaded that 77,
Messenger would be hailed from month to
month as a welcome visitant, especially in
the families of the labouring classes in
town and country, in which uncontrollable
circumstances unhappily curtail so greatly
the intervals for self-improvement by reli-
gious reading and rcflection, We there-
tore heartily wish for 7he Messenger a wide

circulation by formation into clubs for the
purpose.

ble notice
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P.S.—We regret much that, owing to
the space devoted to the very important
procecdings of our Drethren at Ilalifax, we
Liave been again necessiated to crowd out
several iuteresting communications, some
of them being in type for two months.

B3 We beg to acknowledge the receipt
from Esquesing of £1 towards defraying
the expenses of the Deputation to N. S,
and N. B, and also of 2s. Gd. from Mr.
Abraham Johnston, Kitley, to the Jewish
Mission Fund ; both of which, will be
forwarded to the Treasurers.

SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED SINCE
LAST PUBLICATION.

John Dodds, Smith's Falls,.....1854-5
Robt. G. Lamb, « ces..1854-5
Capt. McKenzie, Lochiel,......1834-5
Mrs. Mathicson, Melbourne, .....1858
Mr, Henry Airth, Horton,.....1854-5
Thomas Boyd, Sorel, .....cuot.. 1855
James Urquhart, Williamstown,1854-5
‘Wm. McKenzie, “ .. 1854
Don. Kennedy, “ 1854-6
Miss Milne, Seymour East,....1855-6
‘Alex. Young, Colborne,. 1851-2-3-4-5
Alex. Young, Jr., ¢ ceeeee..1854
Win. MeNaghton, Durham,
1851-2-3—4-6
Peter Lindsay, Durbam,. . ....1855-6
Rev. W Barr, Horuby,........1853
John Livingston, Richmend,. .. 1855-6
Donald Stewart, Inverness,......1855
James Steele, s eaees 1855
James Dempsey “ veee. 1855
John Campbell, « ceee. 1855
Peter MeLean, “ eee.s 1803
Donald Blew, Pine River,.......18565
John Wylie, Sen., Dixon’s Corners,
1855-6
Don. MeDonald, Toronto, .1853-4-5-6
Arch. Barker, Markham,. .1854-5-6-7
J. B. O-borne, Beamsville,. . ... ..1835
Jeremiah Simmerman, Beamsville,i854
John Colquhoun, Morrishurg,..1854-5
Basil Bell, New Glasgow...... ..1855
Jas. Robertson, Pictou, N. S.....1855
Heetor Frazer, “ ....1856
D. A. Ferguson, " ....1865
Alex. Strumberg, “ ... 1855
Robert Reid, “ ...1854
Peter Stuart, “ ....1854
Rev. Robt. Neill, Seymour, E. ..1855
Walter Givins, “ W. .1855
Thos. Hall, jun., “« L 1855
Jas. Fenwick, Markham,........1855
Arthur Alexander, Markham,....1855
Miss Miller, Montreal,..........1855
James Mitehell, « veeees 18545
John Robertson, Toronto, . .1853—4-5-6
Malcolm Malloy, King, .. .. veee 1855
Rev. J. Sinclair, Alleghany, U.S.1856
Wm. Russell, Point Levi,....... 1856
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UNIVERSITY OF QUEEN’S COLLEGE,
KINGSTON.

FACULTY OF MEDICINE.

PRESIDENT

JAMES SAMPSON, M. D.
PROFESSORS—

Jamrs Sameson, M. D,
Clinicel Medicine and Surgery.
Jonn StewarT, L. R. C. 8., Edin,,
Anutomy, DPhysiology and Practical Anatomy.

Joun R. Dick-on, M. D,
Principales and FPractice of Surgery,
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HoraTro YaTes, M.D.
Principles and Practice of M edicine
J. P. LitcarieLp, M. D., and ALEXANDER
CamraeLr, Esq., Barrister at Law,
Forensic and State Medicie.
Firr Fowrer. M. D. . L.R,C.S., Edin.,
Materia  Medica, Therapcutics and  Phar-

macy.
J. P. LircurieLg, M. D.,
Midwifery.
HE Lectures on Chemistry will be de-
livered, in common with the course of
Natural Philosophy in the other department
of the University by the kev. James William-
son, A. M., L.L,D.

—

of Medicine
onday in No-

The Lectures in the Facult
will commence on the first
vember. .

The University of Queen’s Cpllege being
incorporated by Royal Charter, its degree in
Medicine entitles the possessor to the Provincial 11

cense. -

For particulars regarding the course of study
required, fees, &c., &c., reference is requested to
the ¢ Annual Announcement’ of the Faculty,
a copy of which will be sent on application

to
JOHN STEWART,
Secretary to Medical Faculty.
Kingston, C. W., August, 1835.

CANADIAN MESSENGER

AXD

JOURNAL OF MISSIONS,

MONTHLY Paper of a purely religious
character, snita‘:!e for Sabbath reading.
Its aim is to present brief. pointed, and attractive
articles, anecdotes and illustrations, free of all
Sectarianism. It also gives information relative
%o the Home and Foreign Miseion [ifforts of all
Branches of the Christian Church. :
TERMS. .
1s. 6d. per single copy;—5s. for four copics;—
10s. for nine copies ;—20s. for twenty coples;—
35s. for fifty copies ;—60s. for hundred copies.
The above clubs to be to one address, and in-
varlably paid in advance.
JOHN DOUGALL,
Witness Office, Montreal.

THE COLONIAL
LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY.

Incorporated by special Act of Imperial Parlia-
ment.

Capital—O~E MirLioN STERLING.

Governor—The Right Hon. the Earl of Elgin
and Kincardine.

Head Office—Edinburgh, 5 George Street.

Head Office—CANADA:
MoxTREAL—49 Great St. James Street.

Board of Directors :

The Hon. PETER McGILL, Chairman;
Hon. Justice McCord, B. H. Lemoine, Esq,
Hon, A. N. Morin, J. O. Moffatt, Esq.,

Henry Starnes, Exq.

Manager—A. DAVIDSON PARKER.

HE extensive Bu-iness transacted by this
Company has enabled it to confer impor-
tant advantages on its Policy Holders, and atten-
tion is requested to the large Bonus addjtions
made to Policies on the Participating Scale.
Sums assured before 25th May. 1847, have been
increased by 16 per cent—a Policy of £1000
opened in that year baving been increased to

£1160 as at 25th May, 1854, the date of the First
Division of Profits. Later Policies have also de-
rived proportionate advantages.

The Redueed Rates on which this Company
now act, and the terms and couditions of Assur-
ance generally, are more favourable than those
of other Life Offices.

Agencies and Local Boards in every British
Colony, where Proposals can be made and Pre-
miums reccived.

_Claims paid in Great Britain or in the Colo-
nies.

Home Rates of Premium charged for British
North America, the Cape, Mauritius, Australia,
and part of the United States.

Every information regarding the Company
m;iy be obtained by application at any nfp the
Offices or Agencies of the Company at Home or

Abroad.
A. DAVIDSON PARKER,
Manager for Canada.

INTERNATIONAL LIFE ASSURANCE
SOCIETY OF LONDON.

(A Savings’ Bank for the widow and the orphan,)

Capital, £500,000 sterling,

Reserved surplus or profits, £63,788 sterling.
) Claims paid to the amount of £219,046 ste:ling,
since foundation of the Society, in 1838.

Court of Directors in London.
E. 8. Symes, Esq., M. D., Chairman.
A. Campbell Barclay, Esq..John Moss, Esq.
Charles Bennett, Esq. Thomas Nicoll, Esq.-
Hugh Croft, Esq. J. LeanderStarr, Lisq.
dJ. Elliotson, M. D., F.R.S.{Clement Tabor, Esq.
T. Colley Grattan, Esq. |Jos. ‘Thompson, Esq.

MAMGER.
J. Leander Starr, Esq.
BANKERS.

Messrs. Glyn, Mills & Co., 56 Lombard Street!

Boards of. Directors have been established at
Montreal, St. John, N. B., Halifux, N. S., and St.
John, N. F.

Loeal Board for Canada.

B. Holmes, Esq., Chairman.|Rev.J. Flanagan.

A. LaRocque, Esq. Theodore Hart, Esq,

Wm. Lunn, Esq. Henry Judah, Esq.

James B. M. Chipnran, Esq.
‘General Agent for the British North /Ameriacn
Colonies.

D. D. Mackenzie, Esq., Accountant and Cashier,
OFFICE, MERCHANTS EXCHANGE.

The Agency of this Institution differs widely
from an JArency as commonly conferred by parent
Institutions abroad. The General Agent, together
with the Local Boards as above, by Power of
Attorney executed by the London Court, are fully
authorised to act on behalf of the Society ; so that
for all practical purposes this Agency is essen-
tially a Colonial Company, strengthened by a
large bona fide capital safely invested in London,

Agents and Medical Examiners have been ap-
pointed throughout Canada, and the other Colo-
nies ; and proposals for Insurance will be trans~
mitted the General Agent, and Premiums received
by the Agents, through whom pamphlets and
blanks can always be obtained. )

Life Assurance may be effected with the Society
in the following different methods.

Life Insurance may be effected by the pay=
ment of one sum only for Life, or by an Annual
Premium, or by half yearly or quarterly Pre-
miums. .

A Life Assurance may be effected on the Life
of another person. Premiums payable at option
of assured in the above-mentioned ways,
- —

inted by Joun LoveLL at his Stean Printing
PrEstablisyhment St. Nicholas Street, Montreal,

~



