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PREFACE TO VOLUME XIiIL

Another volume of the Magazine having now been completed, it devolves
upon the Editor to sum up the year’s proceedings in a few words that may
apply to the twelve monthly numbers as a whole.

The size of our regular issues has been enlarged during the past year to
-0 pages, besides which 24 extra were furnished to subscribers in July and
8 in October, so that the present volume forms a goodly octavo of 512 pages,
over 100 more than were given for the sume price in each of the preceding
cight years.

It way be interesting to our friends to know that of these 512 pages, 147
(more than one fourth) have heen written by the editor, and 211 (almost
onc-haif) by various contributors, leaving but 124 (searcely onc-fourth) to
have been seleeted from books or periodicals. Three-fourths of original mat-
ter is a very large proportion for a Canadian religious journal to furnish,
espeeially as the whole of it is gratuitous. No less than sixty writers have
curiched our pages with original articles, letters, poetry, or news, in addition
to sixteen who have sent “ oflicial ” communiecations.

Our most hearty thanks are offered to all these valued collaborateurs, with
whom our relations have been so pleasant. We have seldom had oceasion to
decline papers that have been sent for publication, and writers have placed
their productions in our hands in such a spirit of confidence, that the neces-
sary work of revision and abridgement has been rendered comparatively casy.

Having so constant aplethora of other contributions, we have not been able
to avail ourselves so frequently as we should otherwise have been glad to do,
of that “special co-operation” promised by Rev. W. I. Clarke. He has
however, supplied us with several valuable articles, which have added much
to the interest of the magazine.

It has gone far to compensate us for our monthly task, which has required
far more time and thought than the inexperienced would imagine, to hear
from so many quarters—from pastors and officers of churches and other sub-
seribers, and from our contemporaries in the Provinecs, the United States
and Great Britain—that the INDEPENDENT has been so warmly appreciated
by its various readers.

The enterprise of the proprietors, in enlarging the magezine, has not been
responded to as fully as we expected, and had a right to expect, in the
increase of subseribers.  Still, it is a cheering fact that the inerease is very
much larger than for several years past, and that remittances have been more
promptly made. All who are corcerncd in this undertaking are deeply
indebted to the Publisher for the carefulness, accuracy and zeal with which
he discharges his important duties.

The Annual Meeting of the ‘“Canadian Independent Publishing Com-
pany”’ will be held in a few days hence, but too late for us to announce, at
present, any arrangements for the next volume. The past, however, encour-
ages the hope that the magazine will be vigorously sustained, and become
more and more effective in its important work.

F. H. M.

Toronto, May 22, 1867.
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A NEW-YEAR’S ADDRESS

TO THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCEES OF CANADA, NOVA SCOT!A,
AND NEW BRUNSWICK.

Dear BrernreN,—The silent flight of time has ot length brought us to
the termination of another year, and weare now entering upon the scenes und
engagements of a new era of our shovt lives. During this interval of time,
how many have slept the sleep of death ! Little might they think when the
year first smiled upon their prospects, how soon their days were to k2 num-
pered and gone.  Just so it is with ourselves; we look forward to another
and another year, and scarcely dream that this may be our last. During the
past year some of our beloved friends and acquaintances have disappeared
from amongst us; and who can be certain how long he has to live? Time
flies away on a rapid wing, and no man can stop its course: the year is gone
by, and who can recall it 7 It has seen many carricd down to their graves;
and it has brought us so much nearer to our own. O may the voice issuing
from the tombs of our departed relations and friends impress its lessons
deeply and permanently upon all our hearts, and ¢ teach us so to number
our days that we may apply our hearts with wisdom.”

In the review of the past there is much to humble us. We find enoughin
opportunities neglected, sins committed, and obligations violated—in the
pollution of our hearts and the offences of our lives—to cover us with shame
and confusion of face; and from the painful remembrance of which we can
find no relief but in betaking ourselves afresh to ¢ the fountain which is
open for sin and uncleanness.” The opening year, while it speaks loudly of
past mercies, and calls upon each of us to erect his Ebenezer, and inscribe
upon it with the hand of gratitude, ¢ Hitherto *he Lord hath helped,” sug-
gosts at the same time many salutary considerations in reference to the future.
It ought undoubtedly to be an occasion of solemn resolution and pledge,
relying on God to forgive cur sins, and purify our hearts by His Spirit, to
dedicate ourselves more entirely to His glory.
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The times that are pussing over us are most serious and portentous; and
it would, we conceive, betray a singular insensibility not to be impressed by
pussing events. Thrones are tottering ; the carth is trembling beneath us,
and the heavens are dark above us. On our own borders we witness the
unsettled condition of the neighbouring republic; the derangement of our
mercantile affairs ; Popery and other forms of anti-christian heresy putting
forth unprecedented aggressive efforts ; a vast proportion of the press minis-
tering to the worst passions of fallen humanity, and our political atmosphere
charged with the elements of commotion. These are some of the signs of the
times; but awful as they are, we believe that their ultimate influence will be
rendered subservient to the success of the gospel and the extension of civil
and religious liberty. The late Robert Hall observed— The personal ap-
proach of the Son of God was announced by the shaking of the nations, and
it is highly probable that his spiritual kingdom will be established amidst
gimilar convulsions and disorders, One thing is certain: God is speaking
loudly unto us in the dispensations of his providence, that we may leara
rightcousness.”” Every thing summons us to make our “calling and election
sure;” torouse ourselves at once to activity and zeal in the cause of God, and
seek, by earnest prayer and effort, to “convert sinners from the error of their
ways, and thus save souls from death, and hide a multitude of sins.”

For the purpose of awakening in your breasts and our own, a deep sense
of the vast importance of renewed and incrensing devotedness to God, are
these lines written. We have arrived at a crisis in the religious history of
our churches and congregations, which we feel to be most important. Our
responsibility—always tremendous—is now immeasurably increased. Every
thing is calculated to alarm us, if we do not now awake and arouse ourselves.

Suffer us to use great plainness of speech; while we assure you that the
following appeals and inquiries which we suggest for your setious considera-
tion, do not proceed from any suspicion in our minds, that you are “behind
other churches,” but from a concern that you should *covet earnestly the
best gifts,” and seek to excel. 'We by no means overlook or wish to depre-
ciate the reasons which exist among us for devout congratulation, knowing,
as we do, that many of our congregations and schools exhibit cheering indi-
cations of prosperity. Amidst many causes of humiliation, we see abundant
reasonsto ‘thank Glod and take eourage.”

But it is possible that a profession of christianity may be maintained with
o degree of credit, while there is a very inadequate sense of the value of
spiritual religion. On this account, as well as others, we are most solicitous
that the state of things in our churches, and among the families and indivi-
duals compusing thém, should undergo a faithful investigation. Is there not
reason’ to apprehend that vital and practical godliness is not in that flourish-
ing condition amongst ‘us, which is so ardently to be desired? ‘Is there not
a great deficiency in our devotional habits: in spirituality and communion with
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God: in the devout reading of the scriptures: in self-converse and examina-
tion? Instead of that breathing, panting, wreatling after God, which distin-
guished eminent saints of a by-gone age, is there not too much formalism,
apathy and negligence in our closet exercises? Do we not often abridge our
devotions that we may have more time for business, for recreation, and for
company? Is not the line of demarcation between the church and the world,
in many instances, either disregarded or rendered almost imperceptible 7 Is
there not a conformity to the maxims, and manners, and spirii of the world,
which destroys what is characteristic of pure christianity? Do not newspa-
pers, aud politics, and public matters generally, occupy unduly and dispro-
portionately the time and attention of the professorsof godliness 7. Are there
uot some calling themselves the disciples of Christ, and who pub}ici_y appear
as the supporters of his cause, who have no altar to God in their families, and
who indulge in habits and associations inconsistent with a Christiap profes-
sion? Is there, in all cases, that strict and conscientious regard to truth and
integrity which ought ever to distinguish the man of God? Fearful and
tremendous is our responsibility if we are not faithful to our avowed princi-
ples, and our acknowledged obligations.

Agaiu, are the sanctity and claims of THE Lorp’s DAY strictly and consci-
entiously regarded, and is the attendance on PUBLIC WORSHIP regulor, devout
and exemplary ? Remember who has said, “ Ye shall keep my Sabbath and
reverence my sanctuary.”” How many, alas! “forsake the assembling of
themselves together,” so that “the ways of Zion mourn, and few o to her
solemn feasts,” compared with the numbers that might be expected to throng
her temples, and call the Redeemer blessed? We are not without painful
apprehensions that there is a laxity of principle and conduct in reference to
these things, fearfully prevalent among the professors of this age, causing the-
curse of barrenness to spread, dishonouring to the name of Christ, confirming
the angodly, the infidel, and the scoffer in their evil ways, grieving and dm-
couraging the pious, and retarding the cause and triumph of divine truth.

Permit us, also, as closely connected with the last hope, to adyert to the
statc of our MEETINGS FOR SPECIAL PRAYER. It has been Justly remarked
that the prayer-meeting is to be regarded as “ the thermometer of the church”
by which its spmmal health and pious feeling may be accura&ely ascertained.
We are deeply anxious that these meetings should be attended by the mem-
bers of our churches and congregations with greater frequency and regnlanty,
and that they should be pervaded, animated, and invigorated by a spirit of
devotional fervour. But, how great the disproportion hetween the numbers
at the communion table and at the prayer-meetings! Many are never seen
at the latter, any more than if they utterly denied the efficagy of prayer. And
yet they are required to continue not only in “Apostles’ dogtrine, ang fellow.
ship, and breaking of bread,” but in * prayers” also, if ¢ the Lord i is to add
daily to the church of the saved.” The Primitive Church was ful} of the
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spirit of Jove and united prayer, and was, therefore, cheered by repeated con-
versions, and by a marked separation from the spirit of the world.  Brethren,
fet us come together on these oceasions in greater numbers, and with more
heart-devotion, that there may be something to rouse, to animate, to cheer,
and to fill our hearts with love and joy. Let our prayer-meetings revive, and
all will revive: and then shall we witness happier days than have yet dawned
upon our congregations.

Allow us, also, to urge upon you the importance of united cfforts to do good,
which, we think, are imperatively demanded by the circumstances of the
times. Lect theso efforts be put forth n your respective families, in the
Sabbath-schools and congregations with which you are connected, and the
neighbourhoods in which you reside. Our professed principles suromon us
to action. And while we are careful to honour the Holy Spirit by a full
recognition of the absolute need of his agency, and by our fervent and perse-
vering supplications for his presence and his power, let us take care that we
do not insult him by a presumptuous negligenceand inactivity. We have no
warrant to expect the bestowment of his quickening influences while we are
chargeable with the disregard of obvious duties. We have to work as wcll
as to pray ; and to pray that we may be able and willing to work. He amongst
us who is not prepared to harness himself for labour, had better never enter
the ficld. He will soon become a burden to himself, and a cumberer of the
ground. Iope and courage will sink and die away, when there is no spirit
of euterprise and active zeal. How little, alas! are we doing—how little are
we attempting to do—for Christ and for souls! Whilst so great an amount
of energy is put forth by the people of the world for the accomplishment of
‘the objects they pursue, how comparatively feeble are our efforts in the cause
of Him ¢“who loved us and gave himself for us,” and how many seem con-
tented with the enjoyment of their own privileges, and manifest a total
indifference about the salvation of others. If you possess the willing mind
you will casily find spheres of active exertion open before you. Yet, in addi-
tion to what is regular and systematic, we seem to want something more
spontaneous and direct; and we beg to suggest oue mode of doing good, which
has the sanction of Scripture, and whieh, if generally adopted, scems likely to
be productive of the happiest results, It is this: Let two or more meet
together in private, in the name of Christ, for prayer and conversation, and
let them seek for the outpouring of the Spirit on the church and the world.
Having earnestly implored the blessing of God on their efforts, let them go
forth singly, or by two and two, to seek the conversion of sinners. Let them
be intent on the accomplishment of the object—believe that they shall not
fail. Thus Christ sent forth his disciples by two and two, “and they went
-out and preached that men should repent.” And again, Ue said unto them,
¢«If two'of you shall agree on carth as touching anything that they shall ask,
it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven.” Let these
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little, select bands—these praying, working companies, be multiplied through-
out these provinces, and it will be scen that our churches are alive to their
high calling; many will be converted to God, and our churches will revive
and flourish. God, c¢ven our own God, will pronounce upon us that divine
henison—¢ Irom this day will I bless you.” R. W.

Sheflield, N. B.

THE SECOND QUARTER OF VCLUME X1II

Three months have now passed since we reported on the condition of our
subseription list. Is it from the absence of a monthly fillip that our receipts
have somewhat lagged during the interval 7 Such is the case, however. Let
there be a change for the better, with the New Year. The publisher says,
that while receipts for the current volume show greater promptitude, the
ARREARS come in much more slowly than last year. If any of our readers
think that we are importunate in reminding them to pay us our dues, it will
be evidence enough that we “do our spiriting gently,” that we quote the
following from one of our Canadian exchanges. It is but a sample of what
we read in many others :

““The mailing sheets were sent last week to all the mi + ters. We do not wish
to impute blame to any one, but no one can look at the amouunt of arrears due on
this sheet without being satisfied that there is an inexcusable indifference to the
interests of our denominational paper. It is the duty of the ministers, either to
collect these arrears, or at least to inform us who among the numerous defaulters
should he struck off the list as hopeless cases. Many of our subscribers seem
to have no conscience whatever as to paymeut. They allow their names to stand
from year to year, heaping up the debt they owe, and swelling the tital debts
due to an smount which reflects discredit on themselves and on'the body. How
do they suppose that any concern in the world can be carried on with such treat-
ment as they accord to the 2 What honour, honesty or manliness is
thero in continuing to take a paper which they have not paid for for many years
past? We have n considerable number of good and faithful subseribers who
sustain the paper and have done so from the first, but we have some who never
pay, and we fear do not intend to pay so long as they can get the paper for
nothing. Others intend to pay, but they keep postponing and delaying, forget-
ting all the while that somebody has to pay for the papers they receive. These
subscriptions ave needed and they are nceded now. The year is up, or nearly 8o,
and we need the money. We hope this appeal will be responded to promptly
and liberally, that we may be able to pay our way.”

We are happy to say that the subscription-list continues to improve, though
not so rapidly as at the beginning of the volume. The present season is a
most appropriate one for our friends to canvass for new subscribers. Let the
clatms of the Magazine be urged, and subscribers called for, at every Mission-
ary meeting throughout the Provinces. This is a most important auxiliary of
the Socicty, and has a stroug claim for corresponding exertions on its behalf.
It is only by constant efforts to improve the circulation, that our periodical
ean be sustained in a healthy manner. We never want to see it an object of
charity ; but to keep it truly éndependent : earning its own living, and making
itself so useful that no one can do without it. With a little more effort, the
expense of the recent enlargement to 40 pages, may be covered. If|after that,
150 more subscribers, nett, are obtained, another eight pages can be added in
vol. xiv. With still another 150, an “English Union Meeting Supplement
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could also be issued in June and November. Are there not people enough
in the Provinces to yield such a list as this, were the wtter brought before
them? We have already chronicled the success of a number of diligent can-
vassers.  Gleorgetown must now be added to this Roll of Hunour, nine new
names having been there obtained by a committee of one and his sister.

No agency will do so much as the Magazine to keep up the sensc of brother-
hood and unity among our scattercd churches, and to break down that
isolation which so cramps and chills the life of a people. ‘The information
contained, for example, in the present number, of the coudition uf things in
various parts of British North America, would never be communiczied to the
whole body from farthest west to farthest east, or reach our well-remembered
exiles, or be laid before our English brethren, except through the IxpErEN®-
ent.  Let every pastor see to it, that all his people vecerve the enlargement
of knowledge and the quickening of heart, which the munthly visit to their,
homes of this messenger of the churches will impart to them. And let our
intelligent and public-spirited laymen devise means for the same end.  There
are capabilities of good in this instrumentality, that have only beguu to be
developed. But it 1s evident that our brethren ave awaking to a sense of its
importance. Their pens are fairly set in motion, and we are so overflowed
with original matter, that we can bardly find room for a word from Britain,
Turope, or America.

We cannot close these miscellabeous remarks on our own affuirs, without
quoting some of the testimonies we have recently received to the acceptable-
ness of our labours in the public service. An isolated brother in the Middle
District tells us: “The INDEPENDENT gets along fumously. However this
cold weather may modify or change the symptoms, I hope that neither it nor
ridicule will chill the music fever. A note of discord sometimes makes suc-
ceeding harmony all the sweeter.”  Another, in the Bastern District, says:
“We ought to have a ¢ Subbaib-School Department.” The ¢ Home Depart-
wment’ is first-rate. It does one good to see the scramble for the magazine
when it arrives, and hear, Pa, read this, read that. God bless the editor,
and give him some of his reward here below.” A lay-member of one of our
city churches writes: ¢The December number of the INDEPENDENT has
reached e, and after reading it carefully through, I feel I must write to you
to congratulate you on its excellence, and, so far as any word of encourage-
ment of mine will go, to say, ¢ well done! go on;’ and toadd from Scripture,
*Be strong, and of good courage: be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed;
for the Lord thy God is with thee.” * * % # The body and back-bone
of the number is very good, and the articles ¢ Going over to the Church,
¢ Materials-for our Church History,” ¢ Ministerial Increase, ¢ What keeps back
our Young Men,” and ¢ Religion and Amusement,” are each and all admirable
papers, and leave us potbing to wish for in pointof talent. They have, more-
over, the great-merit of being ¢ the right things at the right time,’ and should
be followed up by the same writers, aided by the most vigorous pens you can
evoke or command.” The Congregationalist, one of the organs of our denom-
ination in Boston, remarked a few weeks ago, “ The CANADIAN INDEPEND-
ENT, published at Toronto, in the interest of the Congregational Churches in
Canada, has recently been enlarged. Tt is ably edited and contains a large
variety of interesting and instructive material. 1t is pleasant to see that our
brethren.in Canada, by reason of their attachment to the same faith and polity,
are thinking the same-thoughts, and looking after the same great fundamental
priaciples, as are the Congregationalists of the United Stutes”” Just as we
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are going to press comes this good word from one of the Maritime Provinces:
#71 thank you from the bottom of my beart for the noble and spirited man-
ner in which you are managing the periodical ; I think you have got into the
right track, and you have a fair prospect before you of doing a vast amount
of good.”

One brother writes :— That long sigh for a ¢ weekly’ should have the first
response in a fortnightly, forthwith. Will you ask for a show of hands$”
Another enquires, “ What could be done to have the €. Z. published semi-
monthly ? I believe it would be a great gain to the denomination.” Another
friend prudently adds, ‘“You sigh for a ‘weekly’ I have read that dear
Cowper the poct never owed so much as when he OR’d ¢for a lodge in some
vast wilderness; and I could not help thinking that even a fortnightly issue
of the INDEPEXDEXRT would involve a question of expense which must be met
before the change is adopted.” We have little doubt that it would be easy
to eet 2 “show of hands”’ for a fortnightly, but unless every hand has another
dollar <n 1t, it would be but “a vain show.” The question of increase
resolves itself into one of finance. There is no difficulty of procuring
matter. Indeed it would almost be more casy to print the larger quantity
than it now is to keep it back ! But the further enlargement of the monthly
is the plan which commends itself to our own judgment as safe and feasible.
It rests with our supporters to say, whether or not it shall be adopted for
the next volume. What say you, brethren,—Aye, or No?

MINISTERIAL SUPPORT.—No. II.

In my last article I endeavoured to show that the present standard of Minis-
terial support among us is much below what is desirable for the comfort and
usefulness of our pastors. It is not enough that a minister manages to * get
along” with what his people give him. Many an one does that, on a salary
altogether inadequate to his waats, by gradually using up private resources
which ought to be carefully husbanded against sickness or infirmity, or by
falling back upon friends to help him through. But honourable feeling, not
to say Christian principle, surely demands that the mehksure of support fur-
vished be suffictent to place him above dependence on friends, and also to
leave to him untouched any little patrimony he may have possessed before
devoting himself to the ministry.

Assuming, what I presume hardly any reader of this Magazine will dispute,
viz., the scriptural claim of ¢ those who preach the Gospel,” to ‘ live of the
Grospel,” I propose now to show that the salaries of our pastors, and particu-
larly those of the Missionary pastors, are nut at all in proportion to the kind
and amount of labour performed by them. .

I argue the question upon this general ground, because I find it put upon
this ground in Seripture,—* The labourer is worthy of his reward.”—1 Tim.
v. 17,18. Aund it is even declared that the remuneration should be propor-
tionate to the faithfuloess of the Christian pastor ; for ¢ the elders that rule well
are to be counted worthy of double honour (a word which is clearly showa by
the illustration in v. 18, to include, if it does not primarily apply to pecuni-
ary reward,) especially they who labour (or as Dr. Wardlaw renders it, €are
laborious’)* in word and doctrine.”

* Wardlaw's ‘‘ Congregational Independency,” Canadian edition, pp. 204208,
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This may savour very much to some people of a ¢ hireling "’ mini{stry, par-
ticularly to such as bave been semi-Quakerised by the cheap preaching to be
obtained in some localities, among the ¢ Brethren,”” and other seets, that bold
to an unpaid and uneducated ministry. It may appear to such a delightiul
and most heavenly-minded thing for the preacher of the Gospel to eschew all
engagements with churches, with respeet to ““salary,” and to cast himself and
family directly upon the Lord for support. Money, that “ answereth all
things,” is notwithstanding an awfully secular thing, and people of the
spiritual cast I have spoken of, are very jealous of the secularizing influence
which a good salary might ezert upon him. And hence for a Christiau
minister to so far distrust Providence as to enguire before accepting the call
of a church, how he is to be supported, or to stipulate for a fixed income, is,
in their judgment, evidence to demonstration that he  preaches for pay.”

Now, to be paid for preaching, and to be preaching for pay, are two things
just as widely different as eating to live, and living fo eai; and we conceive
that if it be admitted that the preacher of the Gospel has a seriptural right to
temporal support from those to whom he preaches, there is no valid reason
why he should not know before-hand, how much the amount of that suppor:
is to be. Certainly the New Testament does not forbid it. O the contrary,
the Christian minister, who is to be “an example of the believers,” is
required by 1 Tim. v. 8, to * provide for his own, and especially for those of
his own house;” and to “provide” significs, to see, or lay up beforchand—a
thing impossible, if there is to be no agreement with the people as to salary.
The farmer who furnishes him with wood, the tailor that makes his clothes,
and the landlord whose house he occupies, all expect to know beforehand,
saints as much as sinuers, how much they are to receive for their services or
rent. Every meehanie, or clerk, in his churek, stipulates with his employer
for a certain amount of salary or wages,—and none of these are afraid of
becowming worldly by a little increase now and then ;—and if, therefore, there
be no impropriety or want of faith in Divine Providence, in their entering
into pecuniary engagements of this kind, and no great harm in their accept-
ing a large salary when occupying a position of trust and responsibility, we
think it will be hard to prove it to be wrong in a minister to do the same,
even if his people should choose to give him what Plymouth Church gives
Mr. Beecher—812,000 a year! '

This may seem a very worldly way of looking at such matters, but it is 2
seriptural way. It has this recommendation, furthermore, that there is com-
mon sense in it. And it strikes me that, if churches and ministers were a
little more exact and explicit about such things in their settlements, both
parties would often be saved much trouble and vexation afterwards.

Of course no rule can be laid down with respect to the amount of salary a
minister is entitled to, for that will vary according to locality and other cir-
cumstances. But a comparison of the incomes of our ministers with those
of many connected with the other learned professions in their congregations,
will speedily convince any one that doubts it, that the scale of remuneration
at present is neither in proportion to their education nor their abilities:—in
other words, were mozey the ruling power with them, as it is with many, they
would soon abandon their sacred calling for some secular one. In such mat-
ters the world is far more gencrous to its servants than the church, and far
wiser too, for, however we may shut our eyes to the fact, this question of
support will force itsclf upon Christian young men when deciding between
the ministry and some secular czlling, and doubtless, often turns the scale in
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favour of the latter. It is easy to content ourselves with saying that any one
whose choice is influenced by such considerations is not called of God to the
work. But the truth is that the very enterprise and ambition which lead a
young man, perhaps wrongly, to refuse the ministry on account of its com-
parative poverty, are among the most valuable elements of character when
consecrated to that work ; and many who would impose such a heavy burden
of self-sacrifice upon others, would not move it themselves with one of their
fingers.

It may be interesting for some of our city bishops, and their plethoric
deacons and treasurers, to koow how the saluries of some of their country
brethren are raised, and how much it costs some people for preaching. We
hope it is not to be taken as a fair sample, but an analysis of a subscription
list for the support of the Rev. — , a Congregational minister, in Cauada
West, a year or two since, gave the following result :—4 subseriptions of $10
each, perannuw; 2 of 88; Gof $4; 30of $5; 1 of $3; 20 of 82; 40 of $1;
2 of 7e.; 19 of 50c.; 1 of 30e.; 21 of 25¢.; 1 of 20¢. ; and one of 10¢. !!!
Total, $194.85—average, $1.61 each.

It should be added by way of comment on the above, that one of the forty
$1 subscribers was the head of a family of cleven adults, who had the opportu-
nity of hearing the aforesaid minister every Sabbath morning, within a few rods
of his own door. And further, that the said minister walked to one of his
appointments (five miles off) and back again, every alternate Sabbath for a
whole year, and received for that service just $9.

Doubtless it is not expedient for any of us to glory, but some of our ministers
could tell of services rendered, both during student life, and afterwards, that
were even more poorly remunerated than that!

Matters are undoubtedly meading with us in this respect, but there is still
room,—nay urgent necessity,—for great improvement. There is no hiding
from ourselves the fact that the poverfy to which the ministry in the Congrega-
tional body in this country are generslly condemned has much to do both with
the fewness of our T'heological students, and with that exodus of our ministers
to the United States from which we have recently suffered.

One of our Western brethren, who has passed through his full share of priva-
tion, writing to me a few days since, says, with respect to this point,—* In my
opinion the chief reason is not spiritual dearth in the Churches * * * but
starvation. This is easily understood by rich and poor, but espetially by the
latter class. While so many are obliged to go to a forejgn land to get a living,
it is not likely that there will be many candidates for the ministry.” Heroic as
it may appear to starve to death in the ministry, I must say that 1 find the

practical part severe enough.”

Another brother, writing of an experience no older than 1865-6, says’that
he has « spent weeks,—yes, weeks,—without meat in his house; at other times
without butler,”—and that with three stations under his charge !

Of the remedy for this state of things, I shall endeavour to speak in another
article. W,

Ux~rrLeEasanT REvarks.—Never tell any body an unpalatable trath when it can
answer no good purpose. This sort of unnecessary candor is sometimes prompt-
ed by malice, sometimes by mere looseness of tongue, like that which Iago im-
putes to Cassio when asleep. Friendship is frequently made an excuse for

unpunizhable impertinence by people who pride themselves on speaking their
minds freely.
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MATERIALS FOR OUR CHURCH HISTORY.—No. II

STANSTEAD, C. E., 1798 TO 1866, BY B. F. HUBBARD, ESQ.

Avother interesting chapter in the annals of our churches appears in the
following pages. In our last, we mentioned that a sketch of the Stanstead
Church had been published in the Harbinger, by Dr. Wilkes; but as we
heve since received a much more espanded account, which appeared recently
inthe Stanstead Journal, from the pen of B. F. Hubbard, Esq., a descendant
of one of the earliest settlers in that township, we have adopted it, with the
former writer’s entire concurrence. 'We are much pleased to find that Mr.
Hubbard is actively engeged in preparing a history of the settlement of the
Eastern Townships. He has very kindly allowed us the use of such of his
materials as are appropriate for our purpose, and as our ministerial brethren
in that section are co-operating with him, we shall doubtless receive a pretty
complete outline of their several fields of labour. ¢ Danville’” and ¢ Eacon,”
already in our hands, will be published as soon as possible.

These papers will not only be interesting in themselves, but will have a
farther value in showing our staff of historians, ¢ how to do it.”” * Chebogue,”
soon to appear, will be another good example.

One paragraph from Dr. Wilkes’ statement, concerning the place, will
appropriately introduce what Mr. Hubbard says ef the people :

“ Stanstead, as most of our readers are aware, is a Township immediately
bordering on the State of Vermont. The outer portions of the Township are
80 hilly as almost to justify the appellation mountainous, except on the border,
or, as it is usually termed, ¢ the lines;”’ but the inner portion consists of a
highiy fertile plain, on part of which the village has been laid out. There
are few sections of the country so beautiful as Stanstead, whether the character
of the scenery, the fertility of the soil, or the beauty of the farms, houses,
&c., be taken into view. Some of these were probably the causes of its early
settlement. American enterprize and taste are not to be restrained within
the imaginary line of 45°; nor did the terrors which it is sometimes supposed
they feel in regard to monarchical institutions, nterpose as a barrier betwixt
them and this lovely land : onward they came, and the result has been the
formation of settlements of great beauty and wealth.”

Among the earliest settlers of this town were a few families from Massachu-
setts and New Hampshire, who had been trained under the influences of Con-
gregationalism. These were gradually followed by others of that denomination,
but many years elapsed before their numbers and strength became sufficient
for forming themselves into a Society. Their first meeting for public worship
was in 1798, in the log barn of Capt. Israel Wood, which stood near the site
of the present Congregational Church on Stanstead Plain, Rev. John Taplin,
a kinsman of Johnson Taplin, officiating. The eongregation numbered smne ten
adults and as many children. In 1804 the settlement was visited by Rev.
James Hobart, of Berlin, Vt., who having a sister married and settled in the
west part of the town, improved the times of visiting her in preaching in the
different neighbourhoods during the following twelve years. Among the other
early preachers were Rev. David Sutherland, of Bath, N. H., Rev. Kiah
Bayley, of Hardwick, Vt., Rev. Chester Wright, of Montpelier, Vt., and Rev.
John Jackson, of Gill, Mass. Mr. Jackson afterwards retired from the ministry
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and settled in Brome, C. X, where his descendants still reside. From 1810
to 1816, Rev. Luther Leland who was then settled in Derby Vi, preached a
part of the time in Stanstead. The meetings were usually held in the Old
Schoo! House, which stood at the North end of the Plain, on the road leading
aasterly from the main street.  When there was no other preaching in the
neighbourhood, the Congregationalists usually met here, and the r:ze ings were
conducted by the professing christians present. A Church was oaganized in
1816 ; the ministers assisting in the services were Rev Messrs. J. Hobanrt, Chester
Wright, David Sutherland, Lnther Leland, and James Parker. The original
church members were Levi Hooker, Mrs. Levi Hooker, Miss L. Hooker, Mrs.
Amanda Smith, Miss Mary Ward, Dr. Isaac Whicher, Mrs. Dolly Whicher,
Mrs. Catberine Hubbard, Moses Moni2zue, Mrs, Susan Montague, John Brown,
Israel Brainard, William Arms, Pliny V. Hibbard, Reuben Bangs, Daniel Lud-
den, Mrs. Hanuah Ludden, Mrs. Clarissa Nash, Adam Noyes, Richard Smith
and Ephraim Clark. Of these, two only are known only to survive, Mrs.
Amarda Smith and Epbraim Clavk.  For nearly half a century Mr. Clark
has been an active and efficient missionary in the Sandwich Islands. Many of
those worthies were among the truly excellent of the earth, and their memories
are hallowed by the most endearing associations.  Their mantles fell upor others,
who in latter years have been distinguished for piety and christian effort.

The newiy organized church was supplied with preaching occasionally by
Rev. Lu her Leland and other ministers from the unorthern part of Vermont,
until the following year, 1817, when Rev. Thaddeus Osgood became their pas-
tor. The old Union Meeting House, which stood at the junciion of the road
leading south from the Moulton neighbourhood with that leading from the Plain
through Cassville had been completed the previous year, (this house has since
been taken down and the materials used in building the Cassville chureh,) and
by common counsent of the proprieters, the Congregationalists were allowed to
occupy it. The prospects under which Mr. Osgood began his labors were
favorable. The appointments of the Wesleyan preachers from South had been
suspended, and the Methodists and Free-Will Baptists united in sustaining the
meetings. The congregations were large and things went on prosperously for
a time; but ere long, the roats of bitterness sprung up and bore their appropriate
fruit. Mr. Osgood was a moderate UCalvinist, but as a part of the church were
ultra in their views, their differences were submitted to the arbitration of a
council. 'The procedings of this council excited much interest throughout the
community, at the time. The session continued two days. The old Union
Meeting House, which could furnish seats for 1500 persons, was filed to over-
flowing. The sympathy of the public and of the greater part of the church
and a majority of the council, sustained Mr. Osgood—a small minority of the
council voting for his dismissal. The disappointed part of the church members
withdrew, however, from the -etings, and fer a time attended the ministry of
Mr. Leland, in Derby. Few men have been better known in the Eastern
Townships than Mr. Osgoode. His history is one of much interest, but our
limits will permit only a very brief sketch. At an early age, he began bus-
ness in Massachusetts, and was on the eve of marriage with a lady of great
personal attractions and merit. She was suddenly removed by death. Fora
time he was bus the wreck of himself. He afterwards recovered his health and
reason; and having been a subject oi Divine Gracein a revival in his neighbon-
tiood, resolved to devote the remainder of his life to the service of his Reedeme:.
At the age of 28 Le engaged in a course of preparatory stady, and during his
30th year, studied theology under the direction of Dr. Lathrop, of Springfeld,
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Magsachusetts. He was there ordained as evangelist. ITis subsequent life was
useful in an eminent degree. Though comparatively in a humbler sphere, he
performed an amount of evangeiistic labor not surpassed by that of any indfvid-
ual since the days of Brainerd, Wesley, and Whitfield. He crossed the
Atlantic many times, and had travelied the entire circuit of the United States
and the greater part of Canada and the Lower Povinces, mostly on horseback.
His efforts were especially directed to the improvement of the rising generation;
and to him belongs the praise of organizing the earliest Sabbath Schools in the
castern part of Canada. He was peculiarly happy in his efforts with the young,
and may justly be said to have been instrumental in moulding the character of
many who have since been distinguished for usefulness—Iis motto, like that
of Wesley, was, “The world is my parish;” and feeling himself cireumseribed
in Stanstead, he resigned his charge in 1819. He died some few years ago at
the advanced age of 84 years, ‘
Soon after the resignation of Mr. Osgood, the Union Meeting House was
occupied by an Episcopal Missionary; and during his stay of two years, the
Oongregationalists attended his meetings. In 1821, Rev. John Hick was sent
by the British Conference to the Stanstead Circuit. The Congregationlists
attended during the stay of Mr. Hick and his successor Rev. Richard Pope, and
then proposed a preacher of their own denomination for mutus! support. This
propusal was not accepted, and they withdrew from the Methodists, and again
held their meetings at the old school house, at ¢ the Plain.” Deacon Reuben
Bangs died in 1822, and Deacon Hooker having left the country, Selah Pomroy
and William Arms became their successors. The meetings were regularly sus-
tained, and, when not supplied with preaching, were conducted by the deacons.
In 1828, Rev. A. J. Parker, who had completed his theological studies and
received bis licensure, was invited to supply the church for a few months.
Although young in the ministry, he labored with acceptance and much useful-
ness. He afterwards settled in Danville, C. E., where he still rcmains pastor
of the church of that place. Mr. Parker was followed in 1829 by Rev.
Andrew Rankin, also from New England. The brick church at the north end
of the Plain was huilt that year. Mr. Rankin was followed by Rev. Joseph
Gibb, from Banff, in Scotland, whose ministry begun early in 1830, when he
was installed pastor. Up to that time, the church had gradually increased in
numbers and strength. They were united in their call to Mr. Gibb, and for a
time prosperity attended them. Mr. Gibb was an eminently endowed and use-
ful minister of the gospel—as a theologian, he was excelled by few of the age.
He had pubfished several valuable treatises upoun christian doctrine and prac-
tice—among which were a Dissertation on the New Covenant, Directions for
searching the Seriptures, and an Epitome of the First Principles of the Chris-
tian Religion. These baoks were well written, and were read with interest. By
the majorily of the church, and by the community in general, his worth and
merits were measurably appreciated; but difficulties arising partly from mis-
apprehension, but mostly from the misguided policy of a faction, so wrought
upon his seositive mind that he sunk under them, and died in June, 1833, in
the prime of his strength and usefulness. His memory will be cherished by
many with reverence and affection. After the death of Mr. Gibb, a part of
the church members withdrew, and the remainder found themselves unable to
sustain a minister. They were supplied successively uutil the Fall of 1834,
by different clergymen of the Hampshire County, Mass., Association. Among
them were Revs. Mr. Clapp, of Bast Hampton, Mr. White, of South Hadley,
and Mr. Beaman, of West Hampton. In the Fall of 1834, Rev. A. O. Ilub-
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bard was sent by the American ITome Missionary Society. He remained until
the Fall of 1835. The church at that time was small ai d much divided, but
the labors of Rev. Mr. Curry, from Moutreal, resulted in measurably adjus-
ting these differences, and in June, 1836, Rev. L. Sabin was sent by the A.
H. M. Society. In this year, Deacon Arms removed to Sherbrooke, and
Phineas Hubbard, sen., became his successor. Mr Sabin romained until June
1837. During this year; the church enjoyed a season of comparative prosper-
ity. The meetings were well attended, and some additions made to the church.
There were at that time a good number of intelligent laymen, and the Prayer
Meetings and Conferences were peculiarly interesting and profitable; among
these were the deacons, Selah Promroy and Phineas Hubbard, Joseph and
David Gibb, both of whom afterwards became distinguished ministers of the
gospel, and who were early removed to a higher and holier sphere of useful-
ness, Dr. Henry Hayes, who died in the service of his country in the war of
the late American Rebellion, and Phineas Hubbard, Jr. Mr. Sabin was suc-
ceeded by Rev. R. V. Hall, who remained in the pastorate until 1854, or
more than 16 years. In 1854, a small church was organized in the neighbor-
hood of Brown’s Hill, called the North Congregational Church, of which Mr.
Hall became the pastor. Mr. Hall has since settled in Newport, Vt. The
North Congregational Church has since been remodeled, and is now in charge
Rev. I.. P. Adams, of whom more particular mention will be made hereafter.

In the mean time the old church at ¢ the Plain” had broken up, and the
Meeting House remained closed until 1856, when the church was re-organized
and supplied by Rev. James Hay, who had been sent by the Canadian Con-
gregational Missionary Society. The number of church members comprising
the new organization was 25. Deacon Phineas Hubbard had died in 1842,
and Deacon Selah Promroy in 1856. Sanford Steele, John Christie, Stephen
Allen, Quartus Promroy and John Moir, were the appointed Deacons of the:
new church. Mr. Hay remained until 1858, when from severe labour and
feeble health, he wns obliged to resign his charge and remove to a milder
climate. He is now labouring successfully in Australia.

About this time the new church sustained an almost irreparable loss by the
death of Deacon Steele. Deacon S. was a man of highly cultivated intellect,
sound judgment and sincere piety.

*But ere his sun had reach’d itsnoonday height,
It sunk in everlasting night.”

He died in the prime of life and strength—much beloved and deeply
{amented. .

In the Fall of 1858, Rev. Alexander Macdonald was ordained pastor of the
church. The following ministers assisted in the exercises: Revs. J. J. Car-
ruthers, D. B., E. J. %herri]}, R V. Hall, A. Duff, L. P. Adams, and John
Fraser. Since that time, C. W. Cowles and Joseph Cheney have been
appointed deacons. Deacon Allen died some four years ago, and Deacon
Christie died in 1864. Deacon Christie was a native of Banffshire, Scotland—
had been aun active and useful member of a church in his native country, of
which Mr. Gibb had been the pastor. From the strong desire of enjoying the
privileges of his ministry during the remainder of his lite, he had followed Mr.
Gibb to Stanstead.—He was a man of exemplary piety, and by his consistent
life exerted an influence which was felt, and which will be long remembered in
the neighborhood where he lived. He possessed a clear and sound judgment,
was familiar with the literature and many of the sciences of the age, and as a
critical biblical scholar was excelled by few—whether laymen or clergymen.
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Mr. Macdonald was succeeded by Rev. John Rogers, who was installed in
1865. Mr. Rogers has appointments in the Marlow neighborhood and at
Stanstead Plain.” His labors have thus far been highly acceptable and useful.
Harmony and union of effort appear to prevail in the church, and their number
is gradually increasing. 'We trust that with the Divine Blessing, they will con-
{inue to Thcrease, and that they may yet rank among the most prosperous in-
stitutions of the Eastern Townships.

The Nérth Congregational Church, which had been organized by Rev. R. V.
Hall, at Brown’s ilill, in 1854, disbanded soon afterwards, but was remodeled
at Fitch Bay, under the charge of Rev. L. P. Adams, March 29, 1859. Mr.
Adanis had previously labored with acceptance and usefulness at Fitch Bay,
and in different localities in the West part of the town, as a supply from the
Canadian Congregational Missionary Society. His labors have thus far been
prospered. A neat and commodious church edifice has lately been built at
Fitch Bay. The church is, as yet, small, but their number is increasing. Mr.
Adams is a faithiful laborer, and we may look forward in humble confidence to
the time when the church at Fitch Bay will exert an influence that will tell—
not only in its own immediate locality, but throughout the entire town and

community.

THE TRIPLE REPORTS FOR 1866.

During December, six months after the Union Meeting was held, we
received our copies of the Minutes, under one cover with the Missionary and
College Reports, whick had also been issued separately some time previous.
In six months miore, the Minutes will be superannuated. Surely, ¢ some one
has blundered.”” Yet we could not pick out more prompt and efficient men
than our honoured Seeretaries. Another year, we hope to see these docu-
ments complete by the first of August or of September, at the latest. We
trust that matter so valuable for future refevence is carefully preserved. A
set for five years, bound together, makes a very convenient volume.

Dlie Howe Depnriwent,

IF YOU SHOULD E’ER GET MARRIED, JOHN.

If you should e’er get married, John,
T1l tell you what to do—

Go get a little tenement
_Just big enough for two!

And one spare room for company,
And one spare bed within it—

If you'd begin love's life aright,
You'd better thus begin it.

In furniture be moderate, John,
Ang let the stuffed chairs wait:

One looking-glass will do for both,
Yourself and loving mate;

And Brassels too, and other things
Which make a fine appearance,

If you can better afford it, they
Will better look a year hence.
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Some think they must have pictures, John,
Superb and costly, too;
Your wife will be a picture, John, ,
Let that suffice for you.
Remember what the wise man said,
A tent and love within it,
s better than a splendid house
With bickerings every minute,

And one word as to cooking, John—
Your wife can do that best;

For love, to make the biscuits rise,
Is better far than yeast.

No matter if each day you don'$
Bring turkey on the table,

*Twill better relish by and by,
When you are better able.

¥For all you buy pay money, John,
Money earned every day ;
If you would have your life run smooth,
A There is no better way. N
note to pay is an ugly thing
(If thingpy{u choosg & call it),
When it hangs o’er a man who has
No money in his wallet.

And now when you are married, John,
Don't try to ape the rich:

{t took them many a toilsome year
To gain their envied niche ;

And if you gain the summit, John,
Look well to your beginning,

And then will all you win repay
The care and toil of winning.

STOGRY OF “POOR VIC.”

Vietor or Vic Doyle was not a rosy, merry boy, with a good home and many
friends; but he was thin and pale—a very old-looking little boy, and lived in a
cellar, with his only relative, a drunken stepmother. Vic seldom had erough
to eat, never enough to wear. All through the winter he shivered with cold,
and was no stranger to frost-bitten toes; while in summer, the corrupt air of
the filthy, damp cellar in which he lived made him very miserabie—This was
a sad case; but there are hundreds of little boys quite as badly off—yes, worse
off than Vic, for e knew bow to read. He had been taught by his father.
Victor's father died when his little boy was eight years old; the child wae
nearly eleven at the {ime when these things I tell about happened; and: during
these three years that he had been worse than alone in the world, he had care-
fullay remembered his reading ; and if he found a serap of printed paper, he always
read it.

Vic got his living by searching the gutters for anything he could find in them,
—He went out at dawn every morning, with & bag over his shoulders and a
stick in his hand; and he sought for bits of rags or nails or any old thing that
could be sold for a trifle. At night he separated these things and sold them.
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Sometimes he only got a penny for a whole day’s toil; at other limes he enrned
two or three cents, and then he felt quite rich.

Onc summer evening, after Vic had separated the heap of rubbish he had
collected during the day, he drew from his pocket a soiled and crumpled leaf of
a book, He climbed on the window-sill, rubbed the pane of glass as well as
be could with his ragged sleeve, and began to read. The paper was so worn.
and blotted that he could only see plainly a little poetry. It ran thus:

« Christ is merciful and mild;

He was once s little child ;

He, whom heavenly hosts adore,
Lived on earth despised and poor.
Then Ye laid Hic glory by,
When He came for us to die.
How I wonder when I see

His unbounded love for me !”

“ Ah!” said Vie, ©“I know; I heard about Christ at the mission-school last
_Sunday. I wonder if he got poor on purpose? That’s very strange! I wish
I could get rich. ‘Come for us to die.” Can that be true? Who did he
die for? For the folks that made this little book, perhaps, but not for me. « Ie
was onee a little child” I wonder if He was as big as I am, and had enough:
to eat?’ Vic read the verseover a great many times, until it was too dark to
sce. Then he laid it in a little secret corner saying to himself, « I'll learn 1hat
verse to say, as the boys did last Sunday; and I'll ask the teacher mare about
Christ, and who did He die for, and if He is alive anywhere now, so that I can
go and see Him.”

‘What a wonderful story that was Vic heard next time he went to the mission
Sunday-school; that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, had died for him; was now
living (o love and help him; and more, was anxious for his love! Yes, for the love
of poor, ragged Vic, whom no one but his father had ever loved, and who had
felt as if there was nothing good or pleasant ever to happen to him. Vie
listened with tears streaming down his cheeks. The teacher gave him a little
tract that told about Jesus, and a fittle paper full of pictures that told about
Him too. The next Sunday he came with clean face and smooth hair, saying,
;Teac,her, I read that it was right to be clean; so I want to do right, to please

esus.’

Vie went to the mission-school until nearly winter, learning very eagerly,
and reading his Testament carefully. One October morning he found in the
gutter a little pin. It was made of made of gold with a bright shining stone
in it. “A bal” cried Vie to himself, as he secured it it in his pocket, *now
I can sell this for money enough to get warm clothes” But, after a moment
came the thought, «It is not mine.”—Then he said, I can’t find the owner.”
“You can try,” said the better thought. Then Vic resolved io keep it until
‘next Sunday, and give it to his teacher, to find an owner. But Vic felt that it
would be keeping a great temptation in bis way for a long time, and perhaps
he might yield to sin.  So he shouldered his bag and ran as fast as he eould to
an office where a large paper was printed, and asked to see the editor or manager
The editor spoke gently to Vie.

“Please, Sir, I found this in the gutter, and I thought you'd tell of it in
your paper, and let the owner get it.”

The editor looked carefully at the pin &nd at Vie. “Don’t you know you
could sell this for more money than ever you had, my boy ?” he asked.

“I thought so, sir  But please, sir, it's not mine,” said Vie.
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«“Oh! Isee; you expect to got a fine reward for it?”

¢ Oh! no, sir, but I've bien to the mission-school, and I can’t steal and offend
Jesus Christ.”? .

“What has Jesus Chris} to do with you ?”

¢ e loved me, sir, and ‘died for me.”

The editor brushed a tear from his eye, for he was a Christian man. ¢ Come
to me the day after to-morrow, at ten,” he said.  And Vie went off happy, for
he had done ri sht.

Vie called at the appointed time. “The pin has been advertised, but has
not been ealled for,” said the editor. But while they were the owner came in and
proved his property.

* There is the honest lad that foundSit,”” said the editor.

“ Ah! you look very dirty, my boy,~—llere is a reward. You see ¢ Honesty
is the Lest poliey.’

¢ [low much did he give you?” said the editor, as the stranger left the
oot

“ Sixpence, sir!” replied Vie.

¢« Ungrateful old man!” cried the editor, I'll see if I can’t do something for
you myself.”  So he called one of bis assistants, and asked if they had anything
tor Vie to do.

“Yes. sir, if you have a mind to make him one of the carrier-boys, Our
Jim has broken his leg, and bas gone to the hospital.

So Vic was made * carrier of the paper,” and had, besides, a good suit of
clothes given him by his new friend. He did rot forget his dear mission-school;
cvery Sunday found him in his place. Vic was so obliging. honest, and in-
dustrious, that he was o great favorite, and as he grew older, had better places
given him in the office, until he was able to support himself comfortably.

How often he looked back on the time when he debated what to do with
the diamond pin he found, and saw how much good, even in this world, had
sprung from his withstanding temptation. If he had yielded then, he would
probably have gone from bad to worse, to a sad end. And even if his honesty
hiad not made bhim friends, and helped him to 2 comfortable home, he would.
have had the approval of conscience, and a heart at peace with itself— The
Mandard Bearer.

DO-NOTHING YOUNG LADIES.

At a recent social gathering a young lady informed me that she never
seved! What do you suppose was the nature of my reflections on hearing that
declaration? I said to myself, either that girl speals falsely or else she is very
lazy. Never sews! Who then, I queried, makes your dresses, and cloaks, your
skirts and bows? Who repairs the rips in your p: “tty gaiter boots, and darns
the holes in your stockings? Is it your aged mother, or your more industrious
sister?  Or do you hire all your sewing done? Should this last supposition
be the case, may you never marry! And the chances are you never will
Net one young man in a hundred can afford to marry a woman who habitually
neglects household duties. Young man, if it should ever be your fortune to
hear a young womau declare that she never sews, beware. Shun her as you
would the chills and fever. Be insane enough to make such a one your wife,
and before the honeymoon is over, the horrors of buttonless shirts aud beelless
hose will be upon you; your fair lady’s sewing would be done by others, while
she moped in idleness, or rioted in fashonable dissipation. Then farewell to
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your dreams of domestic felicity; they would fade, as summer flowers at the
touch of frost. I have repeatedly heard ladies, educated and intelligent ladies,
declare with actual pride their ignorance of the art of cooking. They ¢ could
not, make a cup of coffee to save their lives;” and as to their making a
Joaf of good bread, or cooking asimple dinner, that is out of their power.  Poor,
miserable unfortunates! Doubtless, mothers are much to blame for thus
negiecting their daughters’ education; but surely there is no sensible girl who
could not, if the exercise of a little energy, perfect herself in this most need-
ful branch of domestic krowledge. False pride, in cvery case, is the only
barrier in the way. It is not considered ¢ genteel”—(how I abominate that
word!) to do anything useful, and a fashonable miss would consider herself dis-
graced should she be seen with her hands in the dough, or caught in the act of
sweeping a room. If a young lady of the present day can thump the piano,
use a few French phrases, dance, flirt, and do nothing generaily, her edueation
is accomplished—-she is considered ¢ finished.”—Home Jowrnal.

THE MODEL FIGHTER.

The little peddler-boy Jimmy, who was so well known in our village as an
honest lad, must have been somewhat acquainted with the art of keeping the
heart-springs pure. I will tell you a story or two about him, and then youcan
judge for yourselves; for Zenobia would not use the “ judgment” of the boys
and girls without their leave, any sooner than she would any of their valuable
property.

One day Jimmy went to a neighboring village, to sell some wares. Pius,
needles, tape, cord, buttons, soap, matches, braid—indeed, I am not merchan
enough to carry in my brain the long list of articles which be carried in his
basket. Jimmy’s brains and armns both roust have been pretty strong, for he
carried a regular “notion merchant’s store!”

With this varied stock, one day, be stepped out of the cars, whistling from
a spirit of peace with all men, when up came a rude boy, and “just for mis-
chicf,”” as he said, gave the well-laden basket a sudden knock. Away went aik
the goods and chattels, to the four winds, and to the ground! Now where is
the boy to be found who would not have been at least a little vexed at such =
provocation? Jimmy’s temper was naturally pretly quick, and his blood
instantly boiled at this deliberate piece of wickedness.

“ Look out, old fellow ! said he, on the spur-of the moment, and be almoss
obeyed the impulse to strike. But he recollected himself, or rather he recol-
lected his duty to his God and to his neighbor. Instantly his whole manuer
changed. A smile took the place of the angiy frown, and he said, quietly,
% I don’t believe you meant that.”

“Yes 1 did too,” said the tantalizing boy. '

“Qb, well, never mind,” said Jim; “I'il be vour friend, though; I guess
we won’t quarrel just yet.”

“Halloa! there’s a saint for you!" bawled out the rude boy at the top of
his voice.

Jimmy did not wish particularly to have his “saintliness’” thus proclaimed
upon the public streets; but he knew it was better Christian policy to place a
guard at the door of his mouth. So almost biting his lips, and lifting his
heart in prayer to God, he stopped to gather up his scattered stock in trade.
His spirit was soon tranquil, and he went on his way.
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A geutleman aund his wife had noticed, from a window of their house, across
the street, the whole performanco.  Said he to the lady, “My dear, call the
boy in, and buy from him all the cotton, and pius, ete,, which you will want
for the next six months.” So master Jim was relieved of his load in a much
more agreeable mode than before. And you see, his forbearance had its
reward?  Use your own judgment now, and answer.

Two weeks after, Jimmy had another trial with the same boy. The fellow
must be a “bully.” That is the name which suits his character, at any rate,
and so we will adopt it for him, although rather inelegant. Worcester’s big
Dictionary describes him finely, in giving a definition of the word: ¢ A noisy,
blustering, overbearing fellow, known more for empty threats and insolence,
than for courage, and disposed to provoke quarrels.”

Going along through the same village, though rather in its outskirts, Bully
jumped over a fence, and, without any warning gave Jimmy a blow upon the
side of the head, exclaiming: ’

“ Ha, ha, sir! You are the saint what’s afraid to fight!”

Jimmy knew him instantly, and, setting down his basket, stood back,
saying:

¢ No sir—I am not afraid; but I had a great deal rather not. Still I can
do it. I tell you beforehand, sir, it’s not my way of doing. I would much
rather be a friend to you.”

“T’m no friend to saints; so take that!” said Bully, dealing a not very gentle
blow, and this time with his doubled fist.

Now Jimmy was no coward, and not lacking in physical strength, either.
So he just seized Bully by the collar, and extending his right foot, tripped up
the feet of his antagonist, lying him low upon the ground. ‘There he held
him tightly for a minute or two. Bully was completely in Jimmy’s power,
unable to move a limb. He screamed out, “Let me go! let me go!” But
Jimmy sat, 2 monument of victory, utterly unmoved. He saw that his cap-
tive was not in a condition for self government, so he had no notion yet to « Jet
him go.” Full five minutes he sat there, patient and self-respectful, his own
spirit entirely tranquil, and his heart full of love to the vanquished boy. And
there he meant to sit nntil Bully’s spirit was somewhat subdued. At last the
poor boy begged to be released.

“Promise me first,” said Jimmy, that you will strike no more boys in the
street 7” :

“T'll promise,” said Bully.

« Mind, now—ryou really mean it, do you ?”’ said Jimmy.

“Yes, I'll promise true,” said Bully.

« ‘;&nd promise to remember that 'm your friend, and don’t want to fight
you

“Yes,” said Bully.

So he was allowed to rise; and he went on his way, a somewhat wiser fellow
than he was before. Religion does not take true manly spirit from a boy. It
makes him much more manly, for it helps him to curb his temper, and act with
cool deliberation. « He that ruleth his spirit, is greater than he that ruleth
a city.”

IMPORTANCE OF NEWSPAPER READING TO WOMEN.

The Manchester Guardian reports an able sermon on newspapers recently
delivered by the Rev. Brooke Herford. We take the following extiact:—
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¢« Let me cspecially urge the reading of the newspaper as a distinct means
of sclf-culture upon women. It may sound strange at first, but I think it is
almost more important to women than to men; and for this reason, men are
pretty sure to keep up to the level of what is passing in the world wheiher
they read the paper or not, but it is not so with women. Men gointo the world,
from day to day. They can hardly help hearing what is going on. If they
do not read the paper itself, they get a glance at the contents-bill as they pass
the news shops, or they catch it up from the passing conversacion of the day.
But women, in their quiet household life, may go on for weeks hardly hearing
a word of what is rassing in the great world outside, and the little they do
hear conveying no living meaning to them. I thick this isa great evil. ltnot
only narrows the runge of woman’s life, but she loses a great deal of happiness
which would come of intellectual companionship and community of interest
with men, with a brother, a father, or a husband. [s it not too often the case
that the wife and the husband lived in, to some extent, different worlds of
thought and interest ? Why isitso? Wby have we that so frequent com-
plaint, that men sit at home absorbed in thought, hardly saying a word of what
they are thinking about, or perhaps poring over the newspaper, without 2
syllable about what is in it? It is often set down to man’s mere incommuni-
cativeness.  And so it is partly; but don’t put yourselves off with that. Part
of the cause lies deeper. It is because women are so seldon educated to take
an interest in what is going on in the world around them, and so weuld be
unable, without tedious explanation, to enter into the news which each weelk
brings from every quarters of the globe. I know men ought to struggle more
than they do against this tendency to isolate themselves, and to be more com-
municative on such matters; and I know, too, that, with a little patient sym-
pathy, women woulé soon learn to take the same interest in them that men do.
But remember that men meeting in the world are accustomed to exchange
their thoughts about public events in brief pithy comments one with another,
and often bardly could give long explavations, even if they would. Therefore
I would put it to women not to depend on this, but to read the newspaper, as
a distinet, and to them especially important, part of self-culture; and read it
aright.  You know at present, when women do get hold of a newspaper, it is
often the case that the last thing they look at is that which has most interest
for men. Politics they mostly vote a nuisance, and don’t try even to under-
stand it; and the foreign intelligence might almost as well be printed in Greck.
I want to sce tha altered. I would have every woman read the newspaper for
herself, not merely for balf an hour's amusement, but with the definite object
of escaping the natural danger of her quiet home life, and keeping an open
eye and an understanding mind for the passing history of natious, and the great
interests which are stirring the heart of the world.”

Govvespoufenre.

————

NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS.

In the hope of using, this month, the whole of our accumulation of accepted
contributions, we made a vow, and have religiously observed it, to write no
more for the January number than was absolutely necessary, dealing only with
current matters. Fond illusion! We closed the December number with
MS. in hand sufficient for half of another issue : we ave in the same case still !
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We took the liberty, in August last, of addressing the Union of N. 8.
and N. B, requesting their co-operation with us in two forms,—communica-
tions and subscribers. Our brethren are doing their duty well in the former
matter. We are confidently expecting a similar response in the latter.

Several Missionary Mectings were held in December, which we hoped to
have reported this month, but no particulars have reached us. The deputa-
tions in all parts of the field will very much oblige us and our readers by hrief
statements up to the latest day for February.

THE CANADIAN DELEGATE IN NEW BRUNSWICK.

My Dzar Broruer,—Having been appointed delegate from our Union to
that of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, my report is ot strictiy due till
June next; yet, at your request, I send a record of incidents which were
very pleasant to me, for your valuable pages. I should not have been able to
fulfil my appointment in person, had not mwy kind friend, and host of * Mon
Bonheur Hall,” generously offered to bear all my expenses.

1 left bome on Monday, September 8rd, in time to take a view of the ruins
in Portland. It was a sorrowiul sight. I stood on the spot where Payson’s
(latterly Carruthers’) Church once stocd. I had enjoyed there a precious
time of hallowed fellowship with the representatives of the Maine Congrega-
tional Churches, and the thousands that met with, them there in the summer
of 1865. It made one’s heart ache to look on such desolation: but the Word
of God and the Church of God cannot be burnt up. I found Dr. Carruthers
from home collecting funds for rebuilding.

On Wednesday wen$ on board the New Lngland steamer; I was no sooner
on board than I met our excellent brother, and my namesake, the Bishop of
Lramosa, C. W., also on his way to the Congregational Union of Nova Scotia
and New Bruunswick. Qur joy was great at meeting, but mine not a little
diminished on learning that he had an ulterior errand, and I could not help
saying, ‘ Have we not few enough labourers in Canada already?” e want
four in Canada Kast.

Next day we reached St. John, aud the following morning sailed for I'red-
cricton, along with our brethren Black, Burpee, Baylis, Sykes, and several
lay deregates from Nova Scotia. We were very much pleased with the view
of Sheflield, the residence of our Brother Wilson. The church and parson-
age, with glebe, lie close on the north bank of the river. At Fredericton,
the capital of the provinee, two churches could be seen from the river, the
spire of one was surmounted by a closed hand with fore-finger pointed up-
ward—rather original, but quite significant. Carriages were waiting to carry
us up the country twelve miles, to Keswick Ridge, where a most beautiful
panoramic view of the vale can be obtained, with the capital in the distance.
Qur welcome at the parsonage was hearty; we found our brother—or rather,
father—Stirling, a native of Peterhead, Aberdeenshire, Scotland, forty years
on this side the Atlantic, part of which he spent in Nova Scotia, where some
fruits of his ministry are still springing up. His father was a member of the
Congregational Chureh in Crichie, or Stewartfield, then under the pastoral
care of the late Rev. James Robertson, of Sherbrooke ; and Mr. Stirling owns
Mr. Robertson as his spiritual father. The Xeswick Ridge Church is close
to the parsonage—joined to it indeed; there are not more than two or three
houses ncarer than half a mile, yet the opening sermon, and all the services
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were attended by large audiences,—larger proportionably than we se at our
Union meetings.  The sermon was preached by Rev. J. R Kean, {rom Gal.
v.1. 1le gave us a very'succinct, plain end pointed review of our distinctive
principles as apustolic and seriptural, aud our duty in maintaining them  On
Saturday morning the Union met for business, preceded by an ]30\11‘ of prayer
and conference. These devotional meetings were truly refreshing.  All the
members of the Union were present, and much interest was evidently felt by
the people all round. Your number for October gives such a complete view
of the various items of public business doue, that it would be superfluous in
me to repeat. The Sabbath was a special day; the interest felt was intense,
and was kept up till the close—surely the Lord was among us—every one felt
it avas good to be there. ) .

On Monday, we from Canada, delivered our message. When the liberality
of the friend who enabled the delegate from Canada to be present, was men-
tioned, more than one cried out, “God bless him,” to which we added 2
hearty ¢ Amen ¥ On that evening we addressed a missionary mecting : one
of the speakers was Rev. I. Hastings, pastor of Union Street Church, St.
John, N. B, lately come from England. We think he is the right man in
the right place, and will be a decided acquisition to our ministerial raoks in
British Ametica.

On Thursday a.». we left St. John for Annapolis; the country there is
fine—the valley of the Annapolis beinz considered the garden of Nova Scotia.
Hence we started on our jourrey across the peninsula, a distance of 68 or 70
miles. After a toilsome journey our eyes fell upon the grateful words on the
sign-board of the hotel where we were to stay fov the night, ¢ Rest for the
weary.”  We were weary, and this house did by no means belie its name.
Here Bro. Black, as be passed to the Union, had preached, and left an
appointment for that night, which we now fulfilled. 1In the schoul-huuse we
found a goodly number present, wild and almost unbroken as forest scemed
to be. By agreement we both preached, taking, as our text sugzested by our
circumstances, Matt. xi. 28; my fellow-traveller describing the labour and
burden, and consequent weariness of sin, and the writer the rest for the
weary provided by Jesus. We felt happy in this exercise, and in counversing
with some of our hearers at the close, found they were grateful for the oppor-
tunity. We ascertained that there were several temperance organizations in
this neighbourhood. Nova Scotia is quite alive in the temperance cause.
After a good night’s rest we started on our journey and reached Milton
between 8 and 9 p.a1.  The entire drive from Maitland to Milton is through
a very fine country, the road frequently passing along the shores of beautiful
lakes and copious streams ; nor did we sec, by any means, the finest lakes and
rivers, which are considerably distant from that road. Of my visit to the
churches in Nova Seotia, T may write you again. A.D.

Sherbrooke, November, 1866.

THE VACANT CHURCHES—HOW TO HELP THEM.

Mr. Editor,—It is a Divine principle that the strong should bear the infirmi-
ties of the weak. 'The churches that have pastors can afford to waive their
right, if indeed they have a right, to monopulize their pastor’s services w hen othier
churches are without the * preached word.” What belter way to consolidate
than an earnest and combined effort to encourage the churches that are strug-
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gling without pastors 7 Could not the pastors in each Missionary District, both
missivnary at:d self-sustained, resoiee that cach vacant chuieh sull be supplied
at regular seasons 7 Say, as nearly to once a fortnight as pussible.  2'%is could
be done, and if undertaken, in earnest, under the directions of each District
Conmittee, through its secretary, and with the active co-operation of all the
brethren that could take part, an amount of work could be done tor the Sav-
iour in strengthening these churches by thus giving them the sympathy they
need, and by encouraging them to persevere that could not £.il 1o establish our
cause Ly increasing the missionary spirit amongst us; perhaps, be the means of
calling out more chrnstian activity oa the part of the churches thus visited, and
for aught we know be the beginning of more prosperous days. Such visits
would present a good opportunity of pressing upon the christian brotherhood
the necessity, nut merely of givieg their means to support the guspel, but of
consecrating ¢ their own selves.” ’

Surely there are yonng men among us that ought to give themsclves to the
Lord's work. With a reviving of religion amongst us would come greater
energy and life in all departments of christian effort, and increased
meaus to extend that effort.

Sit down, brethren, count the cost, map out the work; it wiil be found practi-
cable, and if carried out with energy and perseverance would bave a reflex
influence upon the churches and pastors who engage in this work and labor of
love! «For it is more blessed to give than w0 receive.”

R L

LETTER FROM REV. J. T. FEASTON.

The publisher of this Magazine has received a letter, dated ¢ Birmingham
Nuv. 28, 1866,” from Mr. Feaston, some portivns of which, beiug of public
interest, our readers will be glad to see. He says,

*“I have to thank you for your kindness in forwarding to me the Canadian
Iudependent, which I have duly received, and for which I am greatly obliged. I
have read each number with lively interest and satisfuction. Of cuurse I am
much gratified at the spirit with which the effort to improve Psalmody is carried
on.  “ Work with the willing” must be your motto, and ¢ Never despair’ I have
had discouragements like other men, but I have never allowed them to abate my
zeal or lessen my labour; and now I am repaid. Each Tuesday evening in this
month, about 400 have met to practice P8almody in our school room.”

.
After kind messages to various friends at Toronto, he continues,

* Mrs. Teaston and I coptinue well. We found all right at home, und are in
full work. We now read the Canadian information in the Puafriv? and elsewhere
with great interest. Our sojourn among you is always a most pleasant theme of
thought aund conversation.”

Enclosed in the above letter was a copy of the circular issued to the con-
gregation av Lozells Chapel, preparatory to this winter’s practice meetings,
from which we copy a few sentences:

“Of course, in relation to Psalmody, I have travelled with open eyes and
ears, anxious o receive new light and gather hints from every quarter. Iam
Happy to be able to say that nothing that I have seen or heard or read, in all
our tours, has changed my views as to the propriety of the principles I have
advocated among you and the measures we have hitherto adopted.

“I had the pleasure and privilege of spending a day or two with Dr. Lowell
Mason, the veteran Psalmodist of America, at his beautiful viila in New Jersey.
After devoting the thought and labour of a life to the interests of Psalmody in
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the New World, Lis matured convictions, at the ripe age of seventy-five, are
strongly in favour of thorough, simple, congregationl singing, to the entire
exclusion of a choir, not only ag the substitute, but even as the support of the
people’s voices. On this point the opinion he egp)‘pssed to me was, ‘1 behev?
that good choir-singing and good congregational singing cannot exist together.
1 was much gratified at finding that his views and practices in relation to Sunday
School Psalmody are precisely in accordance with those we have adopted and
acted on at Lozells. Many persons in America and in Britain_are becoming
alive to the consideration that much of what is sung in Sunday Schools is quite
unsuitable for worship, both as to the words and the music. In our own and
other countries, I have had the opportunity of conversing with not & few minis-
ters and other good men interested in Psalmody, and the result of all this inter-
course has been to confirm my opinion that the course we have been pursuisng is
a right one. Numerous have been the expressions of approval of onr plans and
principles which X have heard from persons whose judgwents I highly value.”

“QOne of our first objects has been to secure throughout the congregation, the
ability to read musie; and for this purpose teaching and practising are essential.
At one time, in our old and smaller chapel, almost all the congregation used
tune-books as well as hymn-books in the services. The grouping of the voices
was more complete, the parts were more thoroughly rendered, and a larger pro-
portion of the people sang with vigour and heartiness than is the case at present.
In ail this there is nothing to be surprised at. The present congregation is
double the size of our former one, and throughout the time that we have met in
our present chapel, my protracted seasons of weakness and illness, and frequent
absence from home, owing to my own and my dear wife’s indisposition, has
necessarily interfered with customary modes of procedure, and that just at the
very time when special efforts were necessary for the instruction of the new
pertion of the congregation. This winter will witnees, I trust, a return of our
former enthusiasm, our first love.

“The general engerness which I observe, for the commencement of our
Winter Session, assures me that we have nothing to fear for the future; that,
delightful and inspiring as our * Service of Song’ is at present, and surpassed (in
respect of those points which we deem invaluable and important) by none that I
have heard throughout our travels, yet higher excellence and richer joys are
before us.”

** I intend, this session, to give aregular Course of Musical Instruction, which
will not unly Le designed to ground heginners in the principles of Vocal Music,
b(\llt will:l I have some reason to think, be found not uninteresting to those more
advanced.

*“ Those who have recently joined our congregation may be assured that they
will find our Psalmody meetings as delightful as they are useful, and that the
method we pursue ie so simple and easy, that persons entirely ignorant of
musical notation will soon be able to use their tune-books with facility and
pleasure. They will remember that the store of sacred song which now refreshes
and rejoices our hearts from week to week, is the frait of the labour of years on
the part of those who have gone before them, and I trust that they will be
anxious now to take their share in carrying on and perfecting this glorious work.

¢ In the course of our travels I have collected some gems of sacred music,
which I am very desirous tontroduce for our use, at the earliest period possible.
We shall bave so many new tunes, chants and anthems to learn, that those who
understand music already, as well as those who do not, will find 1t important
and useful to attend the exercises. Indeed, I should like for us to be able to
introduce, this winter, an entirely new set of tunes for our use, and lay aside the
old ones for a time. The amount of your zeal however must determine this.”

We cannot say that we are yet converted to these views concerning choirs,
except perhaps where, as at Lozells, a congregation is so educated as to be
itself a choir.  The chief difficulty in the matter is, that on the one hand a
body of trained musicians want to sing new music, which the people cannot
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follow; and on the other, that congregations are often too lazy to learn any
other than the meagre list they happen to have picked up. But in that case
they need good leading to sing at all.

Liternry Aotices,

Tre Boox or Psaims; arranged according to the original parallelisms, for
responsive reading. New York : Mason Brothers.

Since our notice of the appearance of this volume, we have received a
copy from the publishers. It is handsomely printed on fine paper, and taste-
fully bound. The arrangemeat of the several sentences in each verse, so as
to bring out the echo or antithesis of the leading sentiment, is skilfully
carried out, althcugh in some difficult cases, where the parallelism is not very
obvious or exactly maintained, we might have adopted a different reading.
Our examination of the work confirms us in the opinion, that the peculiar
structure of Oriental poetry is developed with great clearness, force, and
beauty by this arrangement, which gives a reason for responsive reading such
as can never be alleged for the mere « verse-about” principle. But this
will be better illustrated by the quotation of an example. It will be remem-
bered that the leader in such responsive reading,—the father of a family,
the superintendent of a school, or the minister of a congregation,—rends the
portions in italics, and the rest of the worshippers those in roman letters.

' Psary lIxvii.

1 God be merciful unlo us, and bless us ;
And cause His face to shine upon us;

2 That Thy way may be known wpon earlh,
Thy saving health among all nations,

3 Let the people praise Thee, O God ;

Let all the people praise Thee.

4 O let the nations be glad and sing for joy :
For Thou shalt judge the people righleously,
And govern the nations upon earth.

5 Let the people praise Thee, O God ;

Let all the people praise Thee.

6 Then shall the earth yield her increase ;

. And God, even our own God, shall bless us.

T God shall bless us;

And all the ends of the earth shall fear Him.

In a few instances, certain passages are marked to be read by the leader
and the people together. These are indicated by being printed in smali
capitals. Thus:

Psary cxvii.
O praise the Lord, ye nations ;
Praise Ilim, all ye people.
For His merciful kindness s great towards us ;
And the truth of the Lord endureth for ever.
Prarse vE THE LorD.

Altegether, this volume is well worthy of the attention of those who are
meditating improvements in the mode of conducting united worship in all
its forms.
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»

SueNac's Wonk ar Home. Philadelphia: American Sunday School Union.
12mo., pp. 410.

The American 8. S. Union never gives the names of the authors of its
publications, but, unless every sign deceive us, “ Shenao” is written by the
same Cauadian authoress as the admirable stories « Christie” and Gabriel,”
which we noticed in Qctober last. It is got up in the same attractive form
as those volumes. The scene is lnid in one of our Highland settiements,
Glengarry, and Shenac (Gaelic for “Jane”’) Angus Bawn is a young girl,
who, by the death of her father, and the broken spirit of her mother, was
left for a long time the chief prop of an impoverished family settled on a farm.
Her high spirit—sometimes too bigh—and longand earnest struggles to keep
up the family, are described with much powar. At length their fortunes
change. A Californian brother returns, and plenty crowns their home. The
heroine’s reward, in the book, is te become a minister's wife,—a very question-
able piece of poetical justice, some would say. The trath to nature of this
story, the skill with which it is told, and the every way healthy tone of it,
are worthy of all praise; while its religious characteristics exactly comply
with that quaint but admirable canon laid down by a plain woman, which is
as applicable to a book as to a person :— I like to find religion in_people,
like the sugar in my tea, so that I can taste it everywhere, though I do not
see anything of it; not a big lump at the bottom, while the tea is bitter.”
‘“Shenac” will be popular wherever it is read; but it ought to have a specially
large circulation in Canada.

Tur Suspay Semoor Diax, in 1867, is to be issued on a larger sheet,
equal to the size of the Children’s Paper. New type and new illustrations
are also to be employed. The editor, Rev. W. F. Clarke, bas the promise of
co-operation from Revs. Dr. Caldicott, W. Cochrane, and J. Wood, and
other writers. The price remains unchanged—15 cents per single copy;
81 50 for 13; $3 for 22; 84 50 for 33; and $6 for 50 copies. Postage
free throughout B.N. A. * Mr. A. Christie, publisher of this magazine, is
also publisher of the Dial.

Being in such hands, it is natural that we should feel a special interest in
this juvenile paper. Although encountering the competition of the British
and American publications of a similar character, the Dial has won the
favour of a considerable circle of subscribers. The people of this country
should learn, in respect to every form of periodical literature, to stand upon
their own feet a3 much and as soon as possible. i

Tempting inducements are offered to yonng people who canvass for new
subscribers, in the shape of cight valuable prizes for those who send the largest
sumbers. Success of every kind to the Sunday School Dial !

The Misstovary Caroxicrs, isswed by the London Missionary Society,
enters on a new series with the new year. = It is now placed under the charge
of Rev. Dr. Mullens, the new Foreign Secretary, an able man, and himself a
former missionary. ¢The Chronicle was the successor of an earlier record of
the Socxety"s work, and has now lasted as a separate publication for thirty
years.” 1t is purposed to introduce the following important, improvements:—
Special papers descriptive of the history and condition of the several missions
and stations; explanations as to places and persons mentioned in the missiona-
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ries’ letters; once in three mouths, a map, these composing, in dne time, a
missionary atlas; statements of the Home proceedings of the Society ; accounts,
in brief, of the work of other Societies; and papers addressed to the missiona-
ries relating to various departments of their work. The Clronicle will contain
20 pages 8vo. monthly, all devoted to information concerning mission-work.
Contributions will be acksowledged in the Annual Report. The London Mis-
sionary Society has, for some time past, generously sent the Chronicle to our
Canadian pastors, and we have no doubt that any not now included in the
list, would be at once added to it, on application, either direet, or through Dr.
Wilkes. But let the churches remember to *communicate as concerning
giving,” as well as “receiving,” To subscribers, the Chronicle is but a shil-
ling a year.

The Missionary Herap, organ of the American Board, commences this
month its sixty-third annual volume. It has always been an admirable jour-
nal of its class, and is to be still further improved. The January number
contains fifteen maps, exhibiting the fields occupied by the Board, and each
monthly issue is to have an engraving. It is sent gratisto subscribers of $10,
to collectors of $15, to treasurers remitting $20, during one year, in each case;
to such “honorary members” of the Board, (made so by subscribing $100 at
one time, or, in case of a minister, $50) as request it; aund to pastors of contri-
buting congregations. Mr. Charles Hutchins has lately been placed in charge
of the publishing department; address, “ Missionary House, 33 Pemberton
Square, Boston.” The price of the Herald, to ordinary subseribers, is $1 per
apnum in advance. A strenuous effort is now being made to correct the sub-
scription list, as it is believed that many copies are going astray.  Will any of
our readers who have facts to communicate, address Mr. Hutchins, as above?
The Herald should have more subscribers in Canada. Any one obtaining five
new names and sending 85, will have a sixth copy free; for ten names and
dollars, a book will be sent.

Under the title of the “New Saspara Hyuy anp Tuxe Boox,” Mason
Brothers, of New York, advertise a néw edition of the musical arrangement of
the Sabbath Hymn Book, which will excite no small interest among those who
are “exercised” on the subject of Psalm Tunes. We therefore copy the
announcement below. After referring to the Hymn Book, the publisherssay :—

Tne Sasearr Hrun anp Tone Book is the above-mentioned work set to music
by Dr. Lowell Magon. In its preparation the leading purpese was to furnish a
book for congregationsal singing,—one whick would assist all to unite religiously
in this part of worship. The music has been suited to the hymns with the sta-
dious care and consideration, and such an adaptation has been sccured as best
presents the thought and emotion of each hymn. Mere musical effect has been
held in abeyance to true devotional feeling ; and to this end, plain tunes bave been
mainly employed, such as all—even those who have the least musical skill—
can unite in singing. And yet, the tunes, simple in rhythm and melody as they
are, include many of those choice and beautiful choral compoeitions that have
become classic by many years of devotional use, and otbers which are here used
for the first time are among the most pleasing and effective pisces of church
musie.

Tne New Sassare Hyun anp Tone Boog, like the work just mentioned, is the
Sabbath Hymn Book set to music ; but while the musie is carefully adapted to the
sentiment of the hymns, the tuces, unlike those of the preceeding book, are se-
lected with reference only to their popularity. Easy melody and simple rhythm
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have not been criterions of selection. Those tunes which are in favor everywhera
and which, either plain or difficult, many people will sing and love to sing, have
been adopted. This book in short, presents tunes of the greatest variety and
popularity possible, consistent with a proper adaptation to the sentiment of the
hymns. It is believed that most of those, who have a true appreoiation of what
congregational singingshould be, will prefer the bovk with plain tunee ; butthere
has been & wide demand for something more popular, and it is to meet this want
that the New Sabbath Hymn and Tune Book has been prepared. Both books
will continue to be published. The pages and hymns in each are identical, and
both may be used together, as far as hymns are concerned. Tho tunes are also
alike in part. Prices: IIymn Book, 16mo, ¢loth, $1.00; Hymn and Tune Books,
16mo, cloth, $1.38. Larger sizes and more expensive binding at corresponding
prices.

The demand for more popular music has been made also in Canada. But
unless the Sabbath Hymn Book is reduced in price, and issued in more
portable forms, the New Congregational will supplant it. Yet we who use it
heartily love and enjoy its selection of hymns. .

British wd Soeign Becord.

“Tng Enxcrisg INDEPENDENT.”—The following announcement has ap-
peared since our last issue: ¢ On Thursday, the 3rd of January, 1867, the
Patriot and the Britisk Standard will be combined in THE ENGLISH INDE-
PENDENT, a first-class journal, containing 82 pages, a large addition to the
size of the present journals, representing the poitical, social, religious, and
ecclesiastical opinions of the Congregational Dissenters. Annual subscrip-
tions (pre-paid), £1 1s. Offices : Bolt Court, Fleet Street, London, E.C.”

“ Hitherto,” says the prospectus, the Patriot and the British Standard
have separately discharged this duty. This was an arrangement which
simply impaired the efficiency of both papers in many ways: whatever rea-
sons may bave existed to justify it in time past, none now continue. The
proprictors have, therefore, resolved to amalgamate them, in order to produce
a Firsr-Crass WEEkLY Journan which shall command the whole constitu-
ency, and represent that constituency with ability and effect.”

Dr. Campbell now retires from editorial service; and we are left to infer
that Mr. Turberville, the skilful editor of the Patreot, will take charge of
English Independent, assisted, as heretofore, by a corps of able writers, in-
cluding the leading ministers of the denomination.

The name of the new journal can hardly fail to strike pleasantly on our
ears, for it scems to have been suggested by our own, and by that of our big
brother in New York. Yet it is not without regret that we part with the
Patriot, which we have known aod loved from our youth up. A word from
each title—say, The British Patriot—would have preserved the historical
origin of the new periodical : but, doubtless, the new name has the great
merit of accurately describing the thing, which, in seriptural times, all
names were meant to do.

In connection with this statement, we are most happy to convey to our
Canadian ministerial readers the intelligence, that, through the generosity of
the geatleman in Montreal who, from past similar services, may be styled our
“ Purveyor of English Denominational Literature,” they may all expect to
sec the Excrisn INDEPENDENT every week during 1867. Mr. Leeming’s
plan is to divide them—he estimates their number at sisty—into gronps of
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four; to send the paper from Montreal {o the first on cach list, by whom it
is to be kept days, and so on. All that he asks is, punctuality of
dispatel, to the next reader; and all the expense to cach minister will be
52 one-cent stawps for the year.

It would hardly be possible to do our gond brethren a greater service
than the above at the same cost. We attach the highest importance to the
constant keeping-up of communication with the Churches in the Fatherland.
The information and stimulus thus imparted will enlarge the mind and heart
of cach pastor, and make him better able to serve the Churches. He will
find numerous opportunities of dispensing what he thus acquires to his
people.  “Treely ye have received: freely give”” "We trust that some
means will be found to make the ministers in the Maritime Provinces par-
talers of the same benefit.

’

Dr. MaxxiNG on TrE ConvERsION o ENcranp.—Dr. Manning, in responding to
the toast of his health, said that Catholics were engaged in this country in a
Christian contest with the noble-hearted, kindly-disposed, obstinate, and very
intelligent race of their English brethren. He firmly believed that there was a
great trath in the saying of the late Cardinal, that the conversion of England
would, by God’s providence, be accomplished. When it might be he could not
even dream, but this was certain, that the Roman Catholic Church in England
wag gradually expanding and extending, and that controversy was gradually
dying out. 1lIe would ask his Rev. Brethren present how often they were now en-
gaged in conlroversies regarding transubslantiation or invocations 2 (Several voices—
“Yery seldom.”) Did it happen once a year? (Cries of “No.”} Should he
tell them why? It was because so large a number of the Clergy of the Established
Church hdd taken out of the hands of the Catholic clergy the labour of contending
about the doctiines 1o which he hud referred. 'T'he Catholies had been lefs to the
much more happy and peaceful task of reaping the fields (laughter and applause).

Toe Rirvarrsts.—Lord Ebury writes to a London paper that he must honestly
confess that, having bad excellent opportunities of studying this quesiion for
some time past, it iy his beliel that the greater portion of our influential laity,
besides a large majority of our bishops and clergy, are either in favour of the
Tractarian movement or are indifferent to it. The ideas of those who do not
actually go along with it are something of this nature. They say within them-
selves, ‘“ An agitation is troublesome, and to be avoided, and may lead we do’nt
know where. If we enter into it we shall be called bigots, and persecutors, and
Exter-Hallites, and violent speeches will be made about the Pope. After all, the
evil, it it really is one, is confined to a few places; the Tractarian clergy are ex-
emplary men; the poor are attracted by music and song, and awed by mysterious
performances, and we do’nt exactly know what we believe about apostolic succes-
ston.  Perhaps, after all, as some say our Prayer-book teaches, n mysterious power
may be conferred upon our priests alone t0 regenerate all little children and
absolve all penitents, which would be very pleasant. Then the ladies are delighted
with the new system, and their cannot be 50 much harm in dresses and decora-
tions and so forth.”  One reason why Lord Ebury expects so little from a move-
ment for the preservation of the reformed faith of the established church is that
‘“a vast number of the serious and thoughtful portion of our middle class, not
restrained by the conventionalism of the uppermost, have joined the ranks of the
nonconfirmists, and these persons look on with a smile at our perplexities.”

Prysovrn Cnuren Praver Meerine.—Itis in the lectare room, quite as much
as in the pulpit, that one finds the hiding place of Mr. Beecher’s power. The
room is of immense size, capable of seatiog a thousand persons comfortably ; is
lighted from the ceiling. Itis aluve ground and every way attraciive. At the
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regular meetings of the church, the room is full, and often crowded. It is uni-
formly so. The great choir of the church are almost all professors of religion,
They uniformly attend the meetings, and the singing by the choir is led by the
conductor of the musie in the church. Mr. Beecher takes charge of his own meet-
ings. ‘There is no pulpit in the lecture room. A platform ig erected st one end,
on which is erected a single office chair; a small tableis at the side of the chair,
not in front of*it, on which rests the hymn book and the Bible. There is nothing
between the pastor and the floek. A hiymn is given out in the Plymoath Collec-
tion. Some one is invited to lead in prayer. Several hymns and prayers alter-
nate. Singing comes in between every oxercise. The hymns are never shorten-
ed, but are always sung through, Remarks, questions, difficulties, are solicited
from any who are present. Brief exhortations and volonteer prayers come in.
Mr. Beecher, sitting in his chair, explains some text; gives an exhortation; an-
swers all the questions proposed ; replies to all suggestions, and explains all diffi-
culties. The same earnestness, raciness, eloguence, tenderness, facetiousness
that mark his more elaborate performances, come out here in all their freshuess.
He is tender, tearful, and affectionate in spirit as a woman. The services last an
hour and a half, and are always too short. Nothing is prosy : nothing tires:
The lights arve seldom put out till half past nine or ten, The people are loth to
go. The young waut to take his hand ; and inquirers, for such generally are pre-
sent want t say a word to one whose tender spirit longs to guide them in the
way of peace. No vne can judge of Mr. Beecher as a preacher who is not fami-
liar with his lecture room.— Burleigh, in Boston Journal.

Oificinl,
CANADA INDIAN MISSION.

The Board, having again secured the valuable services of Rev. John Brown
in collecting funds for its work of sending the gospel to the Indians of the
North-West, crave the efficient and cordial co-operation of our pastors and
Sabbath-schools, and hope for liberal contributions from those who prize the
soul of the red man and the glory of the Saviour.

Last year our brother could only speak of the work from hearsay or theory;
this year he can speak of it from experience. ’

RoBerr RoBINSON,
Owen Sound, 25th Nov., 1866. Sebretary.

I}lISSIONARY MEETINGS, 1866-7.
WESTERN DISTRICT.

Southwold ...Jun. 13, Sabbath Rev. W. I Allworth.
¢ « 14, Monday

{"v(-):gg:i T %g’ %}Xe‘iisg:g tRevs.All\vurth,Dickson, Macallum, J. M.Smith.
Warwick...... “ 17, Thursd. )
Foress ........ . ¢ 18, Friday Revs. Allworth and Smich.
Plympton ... * 18, ‘" Revs. Macallum and Dickson.
Foretgt ........ ‘20, Sabbath Rev. J. A. R. Dickson.
Sarapia......... w20, ¢ Rev. D. Macallum.
e ¢ 21, Monday Revs. Macallum and Dickson.
Stratford...... * 14, Monday
Listowel ...... ¢« 15, Tuesday )

Mole§worth “ 16, Wednes. } Revs. C. Duff, W. W. Smith, Snider, Durrant.
Howick ...... “ 17, Thursd.
Turnberry ... ¢ 18, Friday )
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Tilbury ..... Jan. 16, Wedoes,
Windsor ...... “ 17, Thursd. } Reve. W, F. Clarke and Macallum.
Ambherstburg 18, Friday

s ¢ 20, Sabbath Rev. W. I, Clarke.
Tilbury ... < 20, *“  Rev. D. Macallum.
Paris ..cceeeee Feb. 1;, 'Mondny Revs. J. Durrant, W, Ilay, Pullar, Wood.
Brantford « ;‘é" &,‘Le;ggg } Association Meeting.

Domilton .. & = 'B’ifi‘(‘i;s;t }Revs. W. . Clarke, McGill, Allworth, Wood.

Mount Hope ¢ 15, ‘" Revs. Pallar, King and Wood.

N.B.—1. A lay delegate will, at the request of the committee, accompany
the several deputations, where practicable, for conference with the churches
with regard to the financial and other matters.

2. Brethren whose names appear on the deputations will please bear in mind
that the honour of Christ, and their own honour, is involved in ¢! air fulfilmen
of these appointments where it is possible, unless they notify me at once tha
they cannot fulfil them.

3. Accounts close on the 31st March.

Jonxy Woop, Sec. W. D. Com.

MIDDLE DISTRICT.

Toronto, Zion Jan. 14, Monday Revs. H. Denny, R. Hay, T. M. Reikie, B.W. Day.
Markham ... ¢ 15, Tuesday Revs. Robinson, Sanderson, Unsworth, Manly.
Unionville ... « 15, ¢ Revs. F. H. Marling, H. Denny, T. M. Reikie.
Stouffville ... *“ 16, Wednes. Revs, C. Spettigue, D. McGregor, T. M. Reikie.

Newmark’ & T s
Sfo“ mukt “ %g: Ilw::::]r:;l }Revs. J. G. Manly, J. Sanderson, C. Spettigue.

Whitby ...... “ 17, Thuarsd. .
Bowodnilie’ w18 Frotns }Revs. R. Robinson, B. W. Day, IL. Denny.

g;_nzgé:‘:‘:;é: « g, %:_];a':;' } Revs. F.IL. Marling, J.Unsworth, D.McGra gor
Z. 0., Toronto “ 20, Sabbath Kevs. R. Robinson (morn.), T. M. Reikie (even.)
Bond-st. ¢ ¢« 20, ¢ Revs. I. M. Reikie (morn.), R. Robinson (even.)
Bowmanville “ 20, ¢«  Rev. II. Deany.
Alton ........ e ¢ 20, Res. D. McGregor.
Boltow’s Vil. ¢ 21, Monday Revs. B. W. Day, R. Hay, F. II. Marling.
Georgetown .. ‘¢ 22, Tuesday Revs. B. W. Day, R. Hay, F. H. Marling.
Churehhill ... * 23, Wednes.
Alton . coeveee 24, Thured, } Revs. B.W.Day, R.Hay, J.Unsworth, H.Denny.
S. Caledon ... “ 25, Friday
Manilla ...... Jan. coeceieeieeiennn. Rev. T. M. Reikie (date at his option).
Bethesda, Oro *¢ 21, Monday Revs. J. G. Manly, J. Sanderson, R. Robinson.
Maaford ...... “ 23, Wednes, .
Owen Sound. * 24, Thursd. } Revs. Robinson, Sanderson, Spettigue, Kribs.
golpoy’s Bay. « ;’g, %‘riday

SpTey..... e ¥ " : .
Kigcay;'dine... « oy 'fﬁiﬁy } Revs. D. McGregor, N. McKinnon.

The brethren and churches will please bear in mind the following things, as
exceedingly desirable in connection with our missionary efforts.

1. That all subscriptions, as far as practicable, be gathered in before the
weetings and lists duly ready.

2. That due publicity be given to the meetings, and every effort made to
make them profitable.
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3. That the brethren will faithfully observe their appointments, as the com-
mittee have done their best to arrauge the whole for effectiveness. ]

4. Let us not forget that success is from the Lord, to whom, prayerfully in
faith, churches and pastors should look, that the work of onr hands may prosper.

November 14, 1866. J. V., Secretary.

RECEIPTS FOR COLLEGE.

The following contributions to the funds of the Congregational College of
British North America are hereby acknowledged.

Kingston.cocevivirenireenn $80 00 Hamilton .oeorevarereenens 812 00
Toronto 2nd Church ...... 35 00 Bowmanville ........ e 900
Paris coeeeeeeriiicricnnienis . 63 46 (0] ST o eesee 700
Brantford .....oceeveeeinene 18 00 Melbourne, in part...... 2 00
Brockville ..... ceerarvesare . 10 00 -
$236 46
Montreal, Dez. 24, 18606. J. P. Crarg, Treasurer.

WIDOWS AND ORPHANS' FUND.

1 had no receipts to acknowledge last month, and have but little worth print-
ing now ; still, that our friends may see that the neglect is not with me, I send
them.

Dec. 5. Richmond Chuvch...... $2 00 Dec. 12. Melbourne Church.., $5 00
J. C. Barroy, Treaswer W, & O. F.
Montreal, Dec. 24, 1866.

RAews of the Churrhes,

Anniversary Services in Toronto.—During the past mouth, the two
Congregational Churches in this city have held their Aunniversary Services.
In Zion Church, on Sabbath, 9th December, Rev. Dr. Wilkes preached two
highly-appreciated sermons in the morniag and evening, and in the afternoon
visited five Sabbath Schools, and left unvisited fwe more, taught wholly or
chiefly by members of the two churches. On Wednesday evening, a Social
Meeting was held in Zion Church, the material part of the entertainment being
generously provided by Mr. Webb At the public proceedings afierwards,
in the hody of the church, the chair was taken by John Macdonald, Esg.,
M. P.P., a member of the Wesleyan Methodist Chureh, but an intimate friend,
for twenty years past, of Rev. J. G. Manly, the pastor, whom he first met in
Jamaica, and whom he had had some part in introducing to his present charge.
Mr. Macdonald, in the course of a most appropriate address, stated that it was
proposed, during the evening, to give an opportunity to the members of the
congregation to offer subscriptions towards the payment of the balance of the
debt on the building. It may be well to premise that the present church edifice,
(built on the site of the former one which had been destroyed by fire,) when
it was opened in 1857, was burdened with a debt of $5,600, the cost of
rebuilding having been $17,600. By 1863 the debt was reduced to §5,000.

At that time, (we copy a statement in the Globe,)—

. “ When a mortgage on the church became due, and the congregation was look-
ing round for the means of renewing it, relief came in a most providential and
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unespected manner, through a friend of the late pastor of the church, the Rev.
Mr. Ellerby. “The handsome offer was made by Mr. John Crossley, the well
kuown manufacturer of Halifax, England, to lend the church the sum of £1,000
sterling, without interest, provided the whole was repaid by instalments during
the ensuing five years, This offer, which was intended to stimulate the ¢hurch to
estraordinary efforts for the liquidation of its debt, was accepted, and for threc
successive years, in the midst of very trying difficulties, remittances of £207 ster-
ling each were regularly made by the church to Mr. Crossley. On the ausp.cious
occasion of the settlement of a new pastor, it was felt to be desirable, both ¢3 an
acknowledgment of gratitude to God for His guidance in the past, as an encour-
agement to Mr. Crossley, and others like him, to continue such a benevolent
course, and as a means of enabling the church to prosceute its work with unim-
peded vigour, to make an effort to anticipate the period of .the final settlement,
and clear off the debt at once.”

After some friendly remarks by Rev. Dr. Jennings, and a stirring speech
by Dr. Wilkes, the subscription-list was opened, and then ensued one of the
most pleasing scenes it has been our lot to witness. The Secretary of the
Church, Willlam Freeland, Esq., took his seat at the table, and for some half
an hour was kept busy recording the names of subscribers, who came forward
one by one, or sent in their names, with hardly a moment’s pause, until e
WHOLE DEBT OF TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS WA3 SECURED, WITH NEARLY $100
MorE 10 SPARE! The names and amounts were duly announced as they came
in,—one giving $400, one $250, one $200, then $150, $100, and so on
down to $50, 825, $10, and $5. It was especially gratifying to observe that
the debt was not paid by a few, but by the wuole body, and to witness the zeal
and liberality of the younger people of both sexes. After votes of thanks by
acclamation to Dr. Wilkes and the Chairman, the meeting was closed with
prayer and thanksgiving by the pastor of the sister-church, who also said that
he trusted that the noble example set that evening would be followed ere long
by the congregation in Bond Street.

By July, 1867, therefore, one year before the time stipulated, Mr. Crossiey
will be repaid tho final instalment of his generous loan, and the church be
released from its last mortgage. It is fully expected that other subscriptions
from friends not present at the above meeting will liquidate a floating debt,
chiefly incurred in repairing the injury caused by the fall of the spire, and
provide means for certain repairs and improvements, (such as a new minister’s
vestry on the east side of the church,) of which the want has long been felt.

The writer from whom we have already quoted, adds very appropriately,—

“QOune word in conclusion. It isoften a matter of difficulty for the benevolently
disposed to bestow their gifts in such a manner ag that the spirit of enterprise
and self-reliance shall not be extinguished. In this respect, the example of Mr.
Crossley is of peculiar value. His henefaction was an immense boon to the
chureh ; yet it was o bestowed as to stimulate to extraordinary efforts; and to
all whom Providence has blessed, both with the means and the heart to do good,
it may safely be said, ¢ Go and do likewise V"

-

On the following Sabbath, December 1 6th, Anniversary Sermons were preached
in the Bond Street Congregational Church. The weather was most unfavour-
able, as a severe snow storm was raging all the day, seriously diminishing the
attendance, which nevertbeless represented the friendly feeling of neighbouring
congregations.  The morning sermon was preached by the pastor, Rev. ¥. H.
Marling, and those in the afternoon and evening, by Rev. G. W. Heacack, D.D.,
a justly popular Presbyterian Minister from Buffalo. On the Monday evening
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was held, at which a goodly number were present. After tea, acouple of hours
were enjoyably spent in listening alternately to music by the choir, and
and speechies by Revs. Dr. Heacock, J. M. King, and J. Potts. The former
ave utierance to an emphatic disclaimer of all sympathy on the part of the
Cluistian people of Buffalo with the ¢ wild and murderous” attack on Canada
of the Feniars from that city. The pastor stated that during the year this
Church had also obtained a loan, without interest, for the amount of the
remaining debt, viz, £350 sterling, from a relative of his own in Ingland
(S. S. Marling. Esq., of Stanley Park, Gloucestershire), £300 to be re-
paid in three annual instalments, and the balance, if any, at the end of five
years, with interest for the last two years at six per cent, He also expressed
the earnest hope, that before the end of the five, or even of the thrqe years,
they might follow the noble example of Zion Church. He characterized the
year 1866 as one of “peace and growth.”” Rev. Messrs. Manly, Gregg,
Wickson, and R. Hay, were also present at this meeting. )

Dedication and Missionary Services in the Eastern Townships.
—On Sabbath Cct. 21st., a new House of Worship at Fitch Bay was dedicated.
The day was beautiful, and the people came from near and far distant, until the
house was filled, while many were standing outside, and others sitting in their
waggons attentive hearers.

The Rev. E. J. Sherrill, of Eaton, preached in the morning, and Rev. J. Rogers,
from Stanstead Plain in the afternoon. The music by the Choir added much to
the interest of the oceasion. The day will long be remembered by the Pastor,
Rev. L. P. Adums, and his people, for the joy they had in going up in company
for the first time to the house they bad buils for the worship of God.

The house is 36X50, 20 feet posts, and 72 feet from the base to the top of the
spire. It will seat 250 persons. It is well built and neatly finished. It cost
about $1800; is free from debt, and is the property of the Congregational Church
and Society. Kuowing as we do, with what trembling anxiety they undertouk
the enterprize, we rejoice with them that this house, which now adorns their
growing village, bears noble testimory to the willing sacrifice and union of effort,
which, from the beginning to the cluse, characterized this good work.

In conaection with the dedication at Fiteh Bay the St. Francis 4ssociation mez
at Stanstead Plain. Rev. E. J. Sherrill preached the Association Sermon, on Mon-
day evening. On Tuesday the Assuciation met, chose Rev. L. P. Adams,
Moderator, and adiourned owing to the fewness of members presgut, to meet at
Sherbrooke, on Tuesday, 6th Nov. next. In the evening of same day, the annual
meeling of the Congregational Missionary Sociely was held. Addresses by the Rev.
E. J. Sherrill, L. P. Adems, D. C. Frink, and A.Duff. The meeting was very
eucouraging as to numbers, and the spirit pervading the whole was remarkably
solemn yet cheering, The farewell remarks of our Bro. Frink were heart-stirring
and instructive. The Missionary Collection good, better than usual.

Next day the Brethren, except Mr. Sherrill, journeyed to Fitch Bay, to attead
a Bazaar of Ladies’ work, and Zea-meeting, which wereto close up the dedication
Services. A meeting had been held in the early part of day, for the sale and
allecation of Pews. In the afternoon and evening the work which the Ladies’
Sewing Circle provided was sold, and in the evening a sumptuous meal was spread
out, in a temporary building erected for the purpose that day. The whole was
interspersed, afterncon, and eveming, with speeches on various subjects, all
bearing more or less on the object of the gathering. The whole was a complete
success. Theevening was closed, very appropriately, with the passing of a hearty
vote of thanis to Rev. L. P. Adams for his untiring zeal, and persoverance, as
well as large liberality, in commencing, and carrying to a successful termination,
this great and-important erterprize. Our brother is deeply sensible of the grati-
tude he ard his people owe to the Great Head of the Church, and with David has
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said, “ But who am I and what is my people, that we should be able to offer so
willingly after this sort? for all things come of Thee.”

The St.Francis Assoctation met by adjournment, at Sherbrooke, November Gth.
A public meeting was held in the evening, intended chiefly for the young, and
addressed by Revs., W. Hall (Wesleyan) L. P, Adams, and M. A. Sherring, Lon-
don Society’s Missionary, at Benares, Northern India—who is at present on a visit
to his relatives, Mr. and Mrs. Dunkerly, Durham. Mr. Sherring’s statements re-
garding his work among the heathen in India, were remarkably interesting and
valuable, and the audience, even the youngest, listened with eagerness till the cloze.
The Association met for business on Wednesday morning. Rev. A. J. Purker
fead an excellent paper containing a critical exegesis of 1 Cor., iii., 10, 15, which
elicited a keen discussion, buta general agreement with the writer’s view of the
passage. An able and original puper was thenread by Rev. D. C. Frink, on
“*Anti-denominationalism,” its spirit and temper and results; in which & most
withering rebuke was administered to a certain class of religioniste among us who,
denouncing the denominations which are found in the Christian Church, are yev
busy forming one of their own. The Association recorded by resolution their
sense of the worth, and sorrow and sympathy with the bereaved family on the
occasion of the death of their late fellow member, Rev. J. Forsyth of Waterville.
C. E., and also voted a fraternal letter of dismissal to the Rev. D. C. Friuk vow of
Melbourne, about to be translated to New Boston, N. H. In the eveuning the
Sherbrooke Congregational Missionary meeting was beld, and was addressed by
Revs. D. C. Frink ; J. Rogers ; L. P. Adams ; Wm Hall, (Wesleyan), E. J. Sherril,
A. J. Parker, and M. A. Sherring. Each speaker, save the last, was limited, in
time, to ten minutes, and each decade was well filled up. The interest was
thoroughly well sustained to the end. Mr Sherring’s account of the progress of
education and of liberal views in India, and of the establishment of a society of
Theists in Calcutta, was very encouraging. On Thursday the Association resumed
its sittings. The following Missionary Mectings were decided upon for next
month ; Eaton, 18th, noon and evening ; Melbourne, 19th; Durham, 20th ; Dan-
ville, 21st December. The members of the Association resolved to write circular
letters to each other, progressing alphabetically; and to hold a concert of prayer,
between 8 and 10 o’clock every Saturday evening. Rev. Wm Hall B.A., Wesleyan,
of Sherbrooke, and Rev. M. A. Sherring being present, were invited to sit as hon-
orary members, This meeting of Association was one of unusnal interest and we
trust has left a blessing behind it. At noon the Association adjourned to meet at
Waterville on the second Tuesday in March, 1867. In the evening of the same
day a Missionary Meeting was held in Lennoxville, addressed by Messrs. Adams,
Rogers, Parker, and Sherring. The Missionary funds at these places are made
up chiefly by subscriptions taken after sermon on Sabbath. The amount for this
year is not yet accurately ascertained, but it is hoped it will be in advance of
former years. On Friday evening a Missionary Meeting was held at FFalerzille,
and addressed by Revs. L. P. Adamsand A.Duff. Here the attendance was very
encouraging. This people are now “assheep without a shepherd.” At their re-
quest, conference was held with them, in regard to the future, when a strong ex-
pression of desire was made on their part, that our Missionary Society should con-
tinue to supply them with preaching. The ministers present could of course give
no definite promise in this respect, owing to our lack of preachers. But it is hoped
this lack may, ere long, be supplied. Four Churcles, in the Eastern Townships,
are at present vacant, all of them having some features of interest and promise.
Even Waterville, the least promising, hasa neat parsonage and ground around i,
and au eligible site for 2 Church. How needful an earnest compliance with the
commangd of Jesus, *“Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send
forth the labourers into his harvest.”

Sherbrooke, Nov. 1866.

“de

Sabbath Schools in connection with Zion Churxch, Montreal.—
Belonging to this Church are the central, and three branch schools.
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The Central School is held in the lecture room. The average attendance of
scholars during the past year has been 230, and of teachers, 47. 1iiis is con-
siderably less than that of the two preceding years, and at a recent quarterly
meeting, the fear was expressed, that it arose partly from the irregularity of the
attendance of some of the teachers, and still more from a neglect of systematic
visitation of the pupils, and especially of the absentees.

Barric Street Branch School is in the west end of the city. The average atten-
dance of teachers during the year, has been 9, and of scholars, 42. Ir} this
school, 2 prayer meeting for the female scholars is held every Tuesday, which is

conducted by one of the teachers; and on the evenings of Thursdays. there is a

singing class for both sexes.

St. Catherine Street Branch occupies a building in St. Catherine Street, in the
north section of the city. The average attendance of pupils here is 66, with 12
teachers.

The Welfe Street School and Mission is & branch possessing unusual interest.
It is located in one of the most destitute parts of the Quebec suburbs, and may
be called our Eastern city field. It was established about 4 years since. Many
of the youth were barely able, and some wholly unable to read, when they firs
came ; and no small proportion belonged to Koman Catholic parents. During
the Sabbath afternoons, an average of 85 scholars have attended for the past year,
and 13 teachers. Through the week days, they have access to a school held in
the missivn building ; on Monday evenings there is a temperance meeting there;
oo Tuesday cvenings, & singing c.iss, with an average attendance of 35; on
Wednesday evenings, a prayer mecting; on Friday evenings, a_Dorcas meeting ;
and on Sunday evenings, a religious service, with a congregation of about 100.

About two thousand dollars have been subscribed by the members of Zion
Church during the year, for the purpose of purchasing a site for the erection of a
church and school house, for the use of this mission. A very excellent site for
the proposed building has been selected ; and it is hoped that it will be acquired
before the cluse of the present year.

The toial average attendance at the four schools is 423 scholars, and 81 teachers.
Of course, » much larger number of cach are on the rolls as members of the
several schools.

Montreal, Nov., 1866. Tota.

Congregational Soiree at London, C.W.—The anniversary services of
the Congregational Church were commenced on Sunday, Nov. 18th, the pastor,
Rev. J. A. R. Dickson, preaching in the morning upon the theme, ¢ The Church
and its blessings, ” and in the evening, * Training of Children.” In the after-
noon the Res. Jumes Cooper, pastor of the Baptist Church, gave;,an excellent and
practical discourse, which was listened to with atiention and profit. Oa Thurs-
day night the annual soirce was held. Despite the muddy roads, the building
was crowded to excess by a most respectable assemblage. After tea, the pastor
ensconced himself ju the chair, and several stanzas of the beaatiful hymn, *¢ Shall
we gather at the river,” being sung by all present, made a few pleasant opening
remarks. Then followed the Rev. James Cooper, whose homely eloquence and
earnest spirit at once gained the attention of the pews. The Rev. W. I Clarke,
of Guelph, who happened in the city quite unexpectedly, acquitted himself of a
racy and eridently appreciated speech. Mr. W. Bowman brought up the rear in
a capital address.  During the course of the evening, tke choir sang & number of
anthems. At about half-past ten, the doxology was sung, the benediction pro-
nounced, aud a most successful and happy soiree brought toa close. The proceeds
will be devoted to improvements in connection with the church.— Evening Adve:-

tiser.

Rev. Qharles Duff, having accepted an invitation to the pastorate of the
Congregational Church, Liverpool, Nova Scotia, has resigued his charge in
Eramosa, and proceeds forthwith to his new field of labour.
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On the 28th November the members of Mr. Duff’s Bible Class presented Mrs.
D., at the Parsonage, with one of Raymond’s sewing machines, a beautiful box
in which to keep it, and several dollars besides.

From the people of Ennoville, a station at which Mr. Duff has preached
since last January, he has received gratifying tokens of appreciatior. and good
will. 'The Lodge of Good'Templars, on the 14th November, presented him with
a written address and a beautiful pocket Bible filled with worked mottoes of an
appropriate character, * as a small token of their esteem for himself and for the
services he had rendered to the Temperance cause in the neighbourhood.” On
the evening of the 22nd November, after a lecture by Mr. D. at the Mechanics”
Hall, Mr. James Brown presented bim, on behalf of the people, with a purse
containing upwards of $60.

Anniversary Donation at Scotland, C. W.—A number of the members
and friends of the Church in this place assembled at the Parsonage on the 10th
December, and celebrated the nineteenth anniversary of Rev. W. Ilay’s settle-
ment among them ; at the same time presenting him with a purse of $62 as an
expression of continued confidence and good will.

Evangelical Episcopacy in Canada.—We find the following in the Mon-
treal Echo of Nov. 14, which is the organ of Evangelicalism in Canada:—

“ Church matters, at the prescat time, arein far from a satisfactory state in
the Canadian Dioceses. The great mass of the younger Clergy, educated in Canada,
are hankering after a new fangled ritualism, which is creating such trouble in
England.  The importations, as a general thing, are no betler,—svme of them even
worse. The feverish, restless feeling, that generally precedes an outbreak, is
manifesting itself among the Reverends, that are panting for notoriety. They
think they know better than their seniors, and that the thing has ouly to be tried.
They are 1ndifferent as to the consequences that may follow an attempr, either to
themselves, or to the peace and unity of their congregations. Wiat, taen, is the
hope of the Church? When her ministers are leaders tn Romish praclices, whero
shall we look for help? “Our help is in the name of the Lord,” who can turn
the hearts of men as it pleases Him; and the laity are still sound, without whose
countenance these Romanizing practices cannot be introduced.”

The Echo of November 28, tells us that Evangelical clergymen are ‘marked,’”
and that there is a “ process” attempted of * grindiag down’ all such. It says:
« The process of frillering away, or grinding down the Evengelical Clergy in the
High Church dioceses of Canada, may be perceived by a discerning cye, while
all seems smooth and bland enough, on the surface. It bas not yet come to
weeding them out, but they are not encouraged in their work. or promoted to
desirable positions, according to their standing, and eclerical efficiency. They
have not the sympathy or support of their Bishop, although bard-working, and
successful in their ministrations. We are not spesking at random in what we
say. There are marked clergymen and smarked congregations, who are not even
spoken of with respect, much less looked upon, as they ought to be, as an acqui-
sition to the Diocese they are in. OQur decided opimion i3 that a firm, compact
Evangelical Alliance, guided by wise counsels, would soon change all this, If
the members of the Alliance kept well together, they would soon gain the respect
of those around them, and they might quickly be in a position to show their
strength, and to assert their right to their proper positions in the different
dioceses.”

The FEcho earnestly recommends the Evangelieal party to organize, to save
itgelf from destruction, in these vigorous words :—* The critical time, then, has
come. No reasoning mind can doubt that the Church in Canada is about to be
tried, as she has never been tried. How shall we prepare for the ordeal? We
say—form an Evapgelical Defence Association, to wateh the progress of events,
and to take measures to prevent the evil, or to lessen its injurious effects. And
such an organization might be much more easily set on foot, than would appear
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at first sight. A few leading men, in each Diocese, is all that is wanted. Even
one man, with wholesouled energy of purpose, might do all that i3 wanted.
There are those who always see a licn in the way, when there is no lion. The
matter would almost work itself into shape if once a beginning was made. His-
tory furnishes an abundance of instances of what one man can do, if he pursues
his object with a will. 'Who, then, is to be the man, or who are to be the two or
three men, in each of the Canadian Dioceses, that will throw thgmselves into the
matter, and make a Church Evangelical Alliance an accomplished fact? We
could point them out, both among our Clergy and Iwity, but we would rather
that they would speak for themselves.”

Trinity Chapel, Poplar, England.—We perceive from our London ex-
changes, that the Rev. Henry E. Arkell, lato of Hackney College, has accepted a
cordial invitation to become Assistant Minister to the Rev. Dr. George Smith, of

Trinity Chapel, Poplar.

Gleanings in Zroge and Jerse.

SABBATH VERSES.

BY MRS, NARY CLEMMER AMES.

In holy rest, this Subbath day,
Blue gleam the waters of the bay,
While out upon the lulled deep
"I'he resting winds lie fast asleep.

And, floating on the drooping gales,
The sea-gull waves its weary sails;
The little waves, with eager lips,
Run up and kiss the sleeping ships.

Along the upper, azure sea,
Clouds sail in soft serenity,

And line the far horizon’s rim
With tranquil islands violet-dim.

The air is fraught with worship’s balm,
And full of love's seraphic calm;

Lord, smiling through its Sabbath trance,
How fair is Thy day’s countenance!

Dear Lord! dost weary of the plaints,
‘The tears and sighings of the saints?
For, ever since the Eden fall,

Hath life been one long cry and call,

For sorrow comes of sin, and so

Thy children pray while centuries go,

That Thou wilt show their tearful eyes ,
The lovely lands of Paradise.

The mists of fear bedim the day,

And dark and doubtful seems the way ;
0O, help us o’er the abyss of fate,

And lead us back to Eden’s gate |

Our human life is one vast need,
We sigh to know to-morrow’s meed,
And, yearning, seek to comprehend
The why of Being and its end.
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For every pang of soul and sense,
’Twould be the richest recompense,
To know the joy that is to be,

To see the life we cannot see!

Thy ways are past our finding out,

We walk in mystery and in doubt;
Dear Lord, outstretch Thy patient hand,
And lead us till we understand.

From burdened brows before Thee bent
Smooth all the lines of discontent;

Let longing heart and acbing head
Rest on Thy bosom, comforted.

And when the tired soul shall faint,
O, weary not of its complaint!

Bat 1ift vs to the Shining Gates,
And show us where fruition waits.

THE VALUE OF A LITTLE.
Do thy little, do it well ;
Do what right and reason tell ;
Do what wrong and sorrow claim ;
Conguer sin, and cover shame.

Do thy little, though it be

Dreariness and drudgery ;

They whom Christ apostles made,

“ Gathered fragments” when He bade.

Do thy little, never mind

Though thy brethren be unkind—
Though the men who ought to smile,
Mock and taunt thee for a while.

Do thy little, never fear

While thy Saviour standeth near;
Let the world its javelins throw,
On thy way undaunted go.

Do thy little, God hath made
Million leaves for forest shade;
Smallest stars their glory bring—
God employeth everything,

Do thy little, and when thon
Feelest on thy pallid brow,

Ere has fled the vital breath,

Cold and damp the sweat of death—

Then the little thou has done,
Little battles thou hast won,
Little masteries achieved,

Little wants with care relieved,
Little words in love expressed,
Little wrongs at once confessed,

311
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Little favors kindly done,

Little toils thou didst not shun,
Little graces meekly worn,

Little slights with patience horne-~

These shall crown the pillowed head,
Ioly light upon thee shed,

These are treasures that shall rise
Far beyond the smiling skies.

Dip Jesus Siveg 1—At a gathering of children on Christmas dey, a.gentlemar
present related a very interesting incident. .

A little gir] about three years of age, was very curious to know why Christmas
greens were so much used, aud what they were intended to signify.

So Mr. L. told her the story of t.s babe at Bethlehem—of the child whose
name was Jesus.

The little questioner was just beginning to give voice to the music that was in
her heart; and after Mr, L. had concluded the narrative; she looked up in his
face and asked, “ Did Jesus sing 2”

Who had ever thought of that? If you will look at Matthew, twenty-sixth
chapter and thirtieth verse, you will there find almost couclusive proofs that Je
sus sang with his disciples.—Zz.

Epitine 4 Parer.—The fact is, an editor cannot step without treading on
somebody’s toes. If ho express his opinions fearlessly and frankly he is arro-
gont and presumptuous. If he states facts without comments, he dares not to-
express his sentiments. If he conscientiously refuses to advocate the claims of
an individual to office, he is accused of hostility. A jackanapes who measures
off words into verse as a clerk does tape—by the yard—hands him a parcel on
stuff that jingles like a handful of rusty nails and gimblets, and if the editor is
not fool enough to print the nongense—**Stop my paper—I won’t patronize 2 man
that’s no better judge of poetry ; ¢ as if it were a putronage to buy a paper at
about one-half more than so much waste paper would cost. One murmurs kbe-
cause it ia literary—another because it is not literary enough. One grumbles
because the advertisments engross too much room—another that the paper is too
large —can’t find time to read it all. One wants type so small that a microscope
would be indispensable in every family—another threatens to discontinue the
the paper unless the letters are half an inch long—one old lady actually offered
an additional price for a paper should it be priated as large as is used for hand
bills. Every subscriber has a plan of his own for conducting a journal, and the
labor of Sisyphus was a recreation when compared with that of an editor who
undertakes to please all.

~—He that unduly fears man cannot truly fear God; and he that lives much in
the fear of God will not regard overmuch what man can do with him ; the want
of faith is theroot of all fear, which becomes less and less as faith gathers
strength and increases in the soul.—Serle.

A xopLENEss and elevation of mind together with firmness of constitution,
give lustre and dignity to the aspect, and make the soul as it were shine through
the hody.—Jeremy Collier.

ProriE perform the greater part of the voyage of life before taking in their bal-
last ; hence so many shipwrecks.

I believe that God often permits me to be chastened by my sin, because I
do not make use of my mercies,—J, H. Evans.



