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Please note carefully the sdvertisement
on outside back page. Prices are there
given of all our publications.

Kindly forward payment withont wait-
ing for accounts to be sent, and thus
lighten our work.

The only 8. S, supplies furnished from
this office are the publications of our own
church, as named on the cover. Please
order these direct ; but do not order from
us any others, a8 we have no others.
Stationers everywhere will beglad to order
other supplies from the publishers.
Class Registers and Superintendents Records
should be ordered direct from & Jordan St.
Toronto,

THE SOHEMES, EAST.

Rev. Dr. Morrison gives the following
comparative statement of receipts from
May 18t to Dee. 31st, 1896, 1897,

Dee. 81, Dec. 31,
1896. 1897,

Foreign Missions,..... ..ovv oeees $15.,15 40 $14447 39
crean Missiou... ... N 1072 63
Homo Missions .... . 6011 34 5330 53
Augmentation Fund 14963 83 1605 26
Collego Fund. . ....ccc 1413 66 1262 12
Bursary Fund- 165 32 134 71
Azedemsters “Fund. . 461 40 595 19

$25.530 95 ix
Part of the Korean Fund was received beforo May 1897
Dr. Morrison writes:—*“These figures call
for deep rearching ofheart. Why has our
givin gfallen behind that of last year ?
The zequirements are not less, Qan

poverty be justly pleaded asthe reason ?
At the end of March the accounts will be
closed. Verymuchyet remains to be done.
Very much can yet be dene, if each one
will do his part, as God has given him
ability. Let each minister, especially,
ponder the matter and confer with his
gession on the question of helping to meet
the wants of the Church. Surely the
people, if the matter be clearly set before
them, will respond to the demand of duty
and privilege, and not allow the cause of
missions, at home and abroad, to suffer for
want of a few dollars or cents from each
one,that inthe aggregate would make up
the deficit.””

CHURCH SCHEMES, WEST.

At the present date, 25th January, the
contributions received for Home Missions,
Foreign Missions, French Evangelization
and Pointe-aux-Trembles Schools, are in
advance of those received to the corres-
ponding date last year. The contribn-
tions for Augmentation are somewhat lesg,
as are those for the Aged and Infirm Min-
isters’ Fund, Widows’ and Orphans’ Fund,
and the Colleges. Unlessthere are greatly
increased contributions received, both for
the Widows?and Orphans’ Fund and the
Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Fund, it looks
ag ifit wonld be necessary to reduce the
snnuities payable in the spring.
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Duplicate congratulations are in order
to the Presbyterian Witness, of the Mari-
time Provinces. It is celebrating its
Jubilee, and its oracle has entered his
fortieth year of .polishing its editorial
chair. Bro. Murray and the Wiiness have
become so identified that the names are
almost synonymous. May their sundering
be far afuture.

The Witness is like——itself. It does
not do much trampeting, (a good example.)
It makes more use of lamp and pitcher,
while the sword is ever ready for a quiet
thrust at any hapless Midianite.

It is not large, but large enough. It
deals in quality rather than quantity.
For a well and judiciously filled, newsy,
readable, interesting, instructive, whole-
some, weekly family newspaper, at a
dollar and a half-a year, we do not know
its equal,

Bearing its honors with characteristic
mesekness, and its age with due dignity, it
has the best wishes of the RECORD, as ib
turns, new dressed, for the home stretch of
the century

A GREAT ISSUE IN CANADA,

A great moral issue, long looked for by
many, and worked for and prayed for by
some, is now near in Canada; viz., whe-
ther our people wish the Liguor Traffic
continued by law among them or not.

Our General Assembly annually declares
strongly in favor of Prohibition of the
Liguor Traffic. Last Asgsembly resolved:

¢ That our people are hereby earnestly
exhorted to use their utmost endeavors,
in everylawful way, to carry the plebiscite
in favor of Prohibition by an overwhelm-
ing majority ; and thus free the Charch
from omne of its deadliest foes, our land
from untold misery and crime, and our
modern civilization from its direst xe-
proach and shame.”

Some twenty-five years ago, we heazrd
Prineipa! Grant, at a public meeting in
Halifax, speaking in favor of one central
Government University, and against State
Aid to Denominational Colleges. He

opened his terse, telling, speech with one’

of those pitby sayings which grest men
Bometimes coin for posterity: *“If you
want to convince & man that he js xight,
arguo with him,”
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Do not be too severe upon himn when he
now takes to press and platform egainst
Prohibition. May it not be possible that .
the learned Principal has taken,in accord-
ance with his owndictum, this somewhat
novel method of convincing the people
that they areright in following the ‘‘earn-
est exhortation ” of the Assembly and
helping the work which the Assembly de-
geribes as ¢ freeing the Church from one
of its deadliest foes, our land from untold
misery and crime, and our modern civiliz-
ation from itsdirest reproach and shame.”

Temperance people are uscd to the
opposition of the liquor interest, and per-
haps become too indifferent to it; but
opposition from unexpected quartersleads
them to examine more closely their found-
abtions,and thus become more convinced of
the importance of their great trust and
more earnest in its behalf. ’

Can Prohibition injure public morality ?

The righteousness of a cause, its justice,
its morality, its effects upon the public
welfare, may be fairly judged, in advance,
by the great body of its advocates, Take
for exaimple the question of Prohibition of
the Liquor Trafficin Canada. While there
are good men and true honestly opposed
to Prohibition, yet none will deny the
following propositions.

(1) The liquor interest, from gutter to
gin palace ; from the ¢ gilded saloon ?’ of
the publican, to the gilded salon of the
brewer and distiller; maker, seller,
drinker, tippler,sot; are all against it ; un-
lers indeed it be an occasional poor vielim,
who inlucid moments,longing for freedom,
wishes it beyond his reach.

(2) All the vicious elements in any
country or community are againstit. A
})Iebiscite of our criminal populsation, our

awless men and fallen women, would
decide the fate of Prohibition beyonda
doubt.

(3) The vast majority of the best men
and women of our country, are in favor of
it. The vast majority of those who are
devoting sirengthandlife to the wellbeing
of humanity are infavor ofit. The vast
majority ofthose who are brought face to
face with its awfal results, in their effort
tosave and uplift the fallen, the worlds
army of rescue, arein favor of it.

Judging from these factsthere does not
seem much room for doubt as to what
effect Prohibition would have upon Publig
Morality, : :
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Our hHome Thork.

Congregations and Missionary Societies
will please remember that the church year
ends with 31st March,a month earlier than
in previous years. It is very desirable that
allsums voted at the annual meeting should
be forwarded at once to the Agents of the
Church, east and west.

Within the past three or four weeks,
there have been a thousand, more or less,
“ Congregational Meetings?’ all over our
Church. Who can measure the amount of
faithful doing of duty that these represent,
as they sum up the work of the year; the
planning and giving to make endsmeet.
Theon thereis the satisfaction over balances
on the right side, or theself denial to make
up deficits, less or more, in order that the
congregation may start square on & new
year. In this steady effort, this life-long
performance of duty, by men and womén,
perhaps in small scattered congregations,
to keep the Church open and secure to the
community the blessings of the Gospel, is
seen many anillustration of the‘ Persever-
ance of the Saints.”

The Synod of Manitoba and the North-
Wost met at Winnipeg, 9 to 12 Nov. Rev.
Dr. Duval succeeded Rev. Joseph Hoggin
the chair. With a Home Mission Field
1,100 miles long, this subject naturally
filled a very prominent place, and strong
were the efforts made to lift the Synod to
a higher level of giving, to this a..d the
Foreign Mission Funds. Work among the
Indians, usually styled ¢ foreign,” lies,
much of it, within the Synod’s bounds, and
required much of thought and care.

Manitoba College gave, as usual, a good
account of its stewardship. The attend-
ance of students is larger than ever before
and the college is free from debt ; but the
Synod’s giving to it issmaller than last
year. The Synod, without Dr. Robertson
wasnot a common thing. He has been
unwell, and no wonder. There isa limit
to human endurance, though his seems
hard to reach.

‘We regret thay the above, though in
type, was overlooked, in the making up of
an earlier issue,

THE PRESBYTERIAN RECOk.D.
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SEEKING FOR MEN AT ELONDIKE,

Thousands are rushing to the Klondike
for gold. The church must rush forthe
men. They are more precious than gold.
It shall perish. They are immortal.

And it is estimated that well on to two
hundred thousand of them will be there
next summer. Villages and towns in the
mining districts must be provided for as
they spring up. Our church has sent two
missionaries, Rev. R.M. Dickey and Rev.
A. 8. Grant, and eight more are called for.

The missions will soon become self sus-
taining, but the Home Mission Committee
must bear the expense at the outset, and
it cannot do so without special help. Itis
making its appeal, to all, but more especi-
ally to business men. At a meeting in
Toronto, held to designate Mr. Grant, four
men promised one hundred dollars each,
and & man from Paris, Ont., promised to
raise five hundred dollars in that vicinity.

The Committee give as reasons for
prompt action :—

¢ Xlondike is a part of Canada, much of
the inrush will be foreign., It isnecessary
that the dominating foreesin public and
social life, in judicial, commercial, and
religious, affairs, should be distinctly Cana-
dians.”

¢ Among the gold seekers there will be
many Presbyterians, many ofthem anxious
for service ; the foes to health and morsals
are many, subtle and sfrong; no previous
trairing or profession makes men proof
against their evil surroundings, and if the
unwary are not to become the prey of the
vile and the villainous, provision must
be made for dispensing religious ordin-
apces. Gambling, drinking, unbelief and
licentiousness, are the prevailing vices;
and strong, prudent, spiritual, men are
needed to cope with these combined evils,
to warn the unwary, rescue the perishing,
and care for ouryoung men as they throng
thither in the search for gold.”

The Committee * appeal to patriotic
men and women?’ to provide them with
the means. Promises, to be fulfilled before
March 381st, next, can be sent.. Send pro-
mise or money, marked “Klondike Fund,”
to Rev, Dr. Warden, Toronto.

Who will take shares in this Kloadike
expedition, with guaranteed permanent
dividends in saved men ?
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‘HOME MISSIONS, WEST.

BY REV, DR, ROBERTSON.

In a leaflet published by the Home Mis-
sion Committee, West, and in letters
recently published, are statements that
the Church would do well to ponder. We
shall reproduce some of them.

The Qommittee has 365 missions on its
list and connected with them are one
eighth of the families and young people of
the whole Church. The people of these
missions provide two-thirds of the salaries
of their missionaries, and the Committee
only about one-third. There cannot be
much over-lapping.

Since the U'nion, more than 300 of the
missions became congregations. This

means t{hat more than one-third of the -

congregations of the Western Section are
the result of Home Mission effort, during
the past twenly years., What large help
these congregations must be giving to
Foreign Missions, Colleges, and other
Church Schemes.

Over 20,000 Presbyterians, and a large
mixed multitude besides, of different
creeds and nationalities in the West, are
without the pale of any church, Isthis
right? Is it safe to leave them uncared
for? The risk to religion, to law and
order, to morals, is too great., Lengihen
the cords of the tent that they too may be

sheltered.
The population of the Maritime Pro-

vinces is said to be stationary; that ot
Quebec and Ontario increasing 1 per cent.
per annum ; while that of the West in-
creased, between 1880 and 1890, at least 14
per cent. per annum. The extent and
resources of the West furnish room for 50
millions of people. The centre of popula-
tion and trade is sure to shift westward as
time passes. Is the Church prepared for
impending changes.

The hindrances to progress in the West,
are pointed out. Mormonism is 2 menace;
it is well organized and aggressive. It will
bear watching. In mining camps, unbe-
lief, Sabbath desecration, drinking, world-
liness, lewdness, gambling, are the open
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and flagrant sins. It would seem as if
these black vices, everywhere, weru
checked and restrained by the power of
the gosvel. Striking illustrations are
givenin proof. Meet the enemy in tha
open at every point.

To illustrate the progress and success of
the work, certain dections are selectcd,
like Quebec, the Ottawa Valley, Central
Onturio, Algoma, Muskoka and the North-
wesb.

Since the Union, the Presbyteries of
Montreal and Quebec show ‘a gain, in
families and communicants, respectively,
of 72 and 93 per cent. ‘ Eleven Protestant
families (mostly Scotch) settled at Murray
Bay in 1812; their descendants to-day num-
ber 10,030 ; they were neglected, and now
they are all French-speaking Roman
Catholics! If it is worth while to try to
make Protestants of the French Roman
Catholics of Quebee, it is surely worth
while to keep our Protestant population
from becoming Roman Catholics.”

In the Ottawa Valley, the families in-
creased, in 20 years, 108 per cent., and the
communicants 162 per cent; the contribu-
tions for Schemes went up from $3,999 to
$22,233; and for all purposes from $55,674
to $147,731.

The Presbytery of Kingston, after nurs-
ing to maturity, and sending off, six con-
gregations, and handing 2 missions and
several stations to other presbyteries, re-
ports a gain of 50 per cent. in missions in
11 years, 300 percent. in communicants, and
400 per cent. in contributions.

At the Union, Muskoka had 4 missions
and 13 stations. Since then 5 missions
have become congrsgations, and 41 mis-
sions, with 94 stations, still remain, halfa
dozen of which have reached the congre-
gational stage.

The whole Presbytery of Algoma, with
the exception of 2 missions, has been
created since the Union.

In Western Canada in 1881, there were
two congregations; in 1897 there were &7
congregations. In 1870, 1 Presbytery, with
9 stations and 200 communicants; now 2
synods, 14 precbyteries, 800 stations, 20,000
communicants, and & revenue of $257,200.
The Church should not stint this work, for
her strength and success are largely bound
up in it.
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‘The benufits claimed for Home Missions
are two-fold, Olvil and Religious.

1. Home Migsions help to bind the East
and West of the Dominion more strongly
together. The Dominion islike a dumb-
bell, weak in the centre, and if it is not to
break, in time of stress, about Lake Super-
ior, it should be satrengthened. These
M'ssions help to assimilate the Foreign
population and make them loyal; they
help to maintain law and order, and en-
hance the value of property; they make
home and social life pure and sweet;
make life sacred and property secure, and
help to make men honest and honorable.
In France and the United States crime is
rapidly increasing, and the decay of reli-
gion, it is maintained, is the procuring
cause,

2, Home Missions have strengthened
the Church; they have dotted the waste
places of the land with churches; they are
moulding public opinjon in the plastic
stages of society; they are bringing tens of
thousands of souls to the knowledge of the
truth ; they help to keep up the religious
temperature in theland, and to strengthen
city churchea. The drift of population is
city-ward, and the Church that cares for
tho people in the country gathers them
into its folds in the city. To secure a
larger and more steady revenue for For-
eign Missions, a larger Church is needed ;
but a larger Church is the result of Home
Mission effort.

Work so beneficent, so successful, one
would think, would be well maintained on
patriotic, denominational, and religious
grounds, This does not seem to bethe case,
In 1890 the communicants in the Western
Section gave,on an average, 31 cents for
its support,and last year only 25. During
the past 7 years contributions from con-
gregatious increased, for Home Missions,
10 per cent., for Foreign Missions, 60 per
cent; from all Canadian sources in 7 years
for Home work, 8 per cent., and for For-
eign 50 per cent.

But for the help from Britain the Home
Mission work would have been stranded.
And British help is not likely to continue.
Once let the Mother Churches be seized of
the fact that, while our contributions
increased for Home work only $4,000 in
seven years, they increased $40,000 for For-
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eign work, and the streams of the generos-
ity will dry up. This Home work must
recoive more genorous aid from Canadians
else future generations will lament our
shortsightedness, as we do that of those
who lived fifty years ago.

MISSION TO LUMBERMEN, WEST.

This mission has added a new depart-
ment, work amongst seamen. During the
last two summers, Rev. 0. B. Ross, of
Lachine, assisted by members of his
Ohristian Endeavor, has worked steadily
amongst the seamen passing through the
Lachine Oanal. The Rev. Orr Bennett, of
Hawksbury, and Rev. James Bennett of
L*Original, have donesimilar work for the
Ottawa River. These all have used the
literature furnished by our mission. The
Rev. C. B. Ross has written several times,
speaking of the excellence of the literature
furnished and of the good accomplished.
The others bear similar testimony.

The work amongst the lumbermen is
fairly under way again this winter. Revs,
James Taylor and A, McLaren are visiting
the lumber camps on the Gatineau. Rev,
D. A. McDonald, who did such efficient
work in past years along the Parry Sound
Railroad, has left, but his place is ably
filled by Rev. O. E. Ferguson. The vast
Temiscamingue region is under the care
of » missionary, Rev. Mr. Gilchrist, ap-
pointed to thisspecial wcrk. In order to
maintain Mr. Gilehrist in this region and
Mr. McLaren at the Desert, this migsion is
undertaking to raise part of theirsalarigs.
Rev. Wm. Sh.arer, of Sherbrocke, with
several others, are looking after the work
in the Eastern Townships. Rev. Mz.
Crombie, of Fort Coulogne, is attending 4o
the work on the Coulonge and Back Rivers.
The Colporteurs of the Bible Society will
carry our literature as in former years,
We have always received enough in past
years for the work of this Mission, and we
expect an equal measure of support this
year. Owing to the generosity of the reli-
gious Tract Society in London, we are
able to do this great work, year after year,
for the modest sum of $350.

MarreEW H. SCOTT,
Convener and Treasurer.
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“ THE HURRICANE HILL” INDIANS.
BY REV. EWEN MACKENZIE,

Far the RreorDp.

1. WHO ARB THEY ?

Asgsiniboines, a remnant of the once
powerful Stone nation, They ccnsist of
two bands that became too small to have
two chiefs, and they are now under the
chieftainship of Carry-the-kettle, Though
the two bands are now one, the old lines
are seen in clan jealousy and rivalry.
They number in all upwards of two hun-
dred, of whom some twenty are in Regina
Indian School.

2. HOW FAR ARE THEY CIVILIZED.

Positively, we can say several thingsin
their favor. All the men can plough and
some can plough well. All the men can
use tradesmen's tools and some can use
there well. This is seen in the construc-
tion of their houses, and especially in the
doors and windows. All can make their
own sleighs, and some make rather nice
ones, Most of those who have cattle pro-
vide a sufficient supply of hay for the win-
ter. Some of the Indians keep their barns
pretty clean, and the Agent told me the
other day that Big Darkness keeps his
barn a8 well as any white settler.

Many of them sell wood in the neighbor-
ing towns and districts, and when they
have'a surplus, they sell hay wherever
they can. Ibelieve some twenty or thirty
men were working at the harvestthis year,
raceived good wages, and were liked by
their employers as civil men and good
workers.

A few, and notably the chief, have com-
fortable houses. The chief’s is a roomy,
shingled, well-lighted, well-constructed
house, and allthe work was doneby himself
and his son

All the women can make their own
dresses, though their sewing is not very
good, and some of them can knit very well.
The men as well as the women, with few
exceptions, are civil, quiet, and honest ;
and no respectable white man need be
afraid of them.

Negatively, I havetostate several things
against them.

They are generally lazy and reluctant fo
do hard work. Lastspring, while changes
were taking place in the Agency, they soid
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their seed, and conscquently scwed little;
and harvested only 260 bushels >f wheat.
That is a sample of their indolence and
carelessness. Thanks to the Agency if they
work.

They are shameless, hardened beggars.
They consider begging a virtue, and the
more they get the more they ask, They
are greedy and mercenary in their deal-
ings with the whites, exorbitant in their
demands and ungrateful for generosity.
They can share their good things with one
another, but nob with the white man.

They are filthy in their persons, their
dress, and in their domestic affairs. They
seldom or ever think of washing them
selves or their clothes. They don’t believe
in changing their underclothes, but leave
them undisturbed as long as they will hang
together. This single fact show that our
Indians require much improvement to
reach the stage of self-respecting men and
women. .

Again, they are barbarous in their mode
of living, in their dress, in their appear-
ance, in their customs. They have little
or ne furniture, and sleep in their clothes,
on beds laid on the floor. They whipcord
their long black hair and paint their faces
to make themselves look- beautiful. I
wonder if some civilized veauties are imi-
tating the savage.

They are barbarous incustoms 'This can
be seen in marriage, in their dances, and
in their treatment of women. Wken &
man wants to take to himself a wife, he
asks the consent of the girl’s parents or
guardians, and offers to give them one,
two, or more ponies. Ifthe offer is accept-
ed, the next act is simple and undra.mabw
only a little feasting.”

But the man can have more than one
wife if he likes. Two women, with & child
each, came to me one day for clothing for
their children. I asked who they were,
and I was told they were the two wives of
Dragon Fly. There are only two or three
cases of this kind in our band of Indians.

In their treatment of woman, they ssem
to view her as a. burden bearer, inferior to
man, and obliged to go to the bush to fell
trees, bring them home, and cut them for
use. But this notion is being modified,
and the Indians are learning the gentler
ways of the white man,
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In their ordinary dances, they are un.
couth andsavage as regards their orna-
ments and gluttonous feasting, and some-
times they keep their dancing up for days.
In their ghost dances they cry hideously
to the spirits of the departed to have com-
passion on them and to help them.

They are very superstitious, They do
not like to be out afier nightfall, and are
much afraid of ghosts.

The other day I was told a leader of the
ghost dance was coming from Wolseley
one evening not long ago, and he sawa
ghost that gave him such a fright as made
him sick. A leader of the ghost dance!

Lastly, there are most untruthful. It
men or women desire some advantage, or
wish to excuse themselves, they can tell
lies by the dozen. This doubtless is an
hereditary weakness which only true reli-
gion can cure.

Now I have given a twofold description
of the Indians of Hurricane Hills, and you
cm easily understand the kind of people
among whom we labor as missionaries.

OUR WORK AMONG THEM.

We try every means in our power to do
them good, and desire that our every
effort should proceed from Christ, asa
centre. We believe that if any other
object than Christ is made the centre, the
cirele is infinitely smaller and the benefits
are infinitely less both in numberand in
value.

Every Lord’s day we have two services
with an average attendance of 40, Some-
times the meetings are largely composed
of the same persons, sometimes they are
entirely new audiences.

Our services are short and unconven-
tional. Iread from the Dakota Bible, and
give hymns from the Dakots Hymnal,
which are played and sung by Murs. Mac-
kenzie. Although intelligent, ecivilized
reople would not tolerate my imperfect
pronunciation, yet the older Indians say
they understand what Iread.

In the morning I take the lesson from
the New Testament. I first explain the
passage, and then draw lessons and apply
them. Rather then weary my audience, I
stop and give out hymns, and then resume
after singing. I try to be as energetic,
graphic, and pictorial as possible; for
guch people require it to sustsin their
Interest, They -give good attention, gnd
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seom to understand what isspoken through
an interpreter. All things considered, one
sometimes wonders that they come and
give as much attention as they do. The
work is the Lord’s. :

In the evening I take my lesson from the
0Old Testament, and teach its lessons from
the pictursrolls, At the closewe givethe
people a cup of tea and a biscuit. Gener-
aliy the evening meeting is much larger.
I donot know what effect giving up the
tea would have on the attendance.

During the week we visit according to
circumstances, This part of our work we
consider important, because we get nearer
the hearts of the people and sometimes
got opportunities of doing good. TFor
instance, last week I visited Big Darkness,
and found seven persons in the house. 1
spoke to them and inquired after their
weifare, and then I gave a five minutes
address on ‘Love your enemies,” my
object being toshow the difference between
Christianity and heathenism.

1 could tell many interesting things
regarding theclothing sogenerously given
us by the Toronto Presbyterial, but my
letter is elready tuo long. We did not
give to the people all at once, bus took
time to distribute. Our desire has been
that the clothing do missionary service,
and be a real boon to the recipients.

I have tried to get every child ofschool
age for Regina school, bubtheir parents or
guardians have not consented, alleging
the children are too young to go from
home. Iam not sure if this excuse is gen-
uine. The children already in school from
this reserve are happy, and send letters to
their friends that give them pleasure,

1 have long wished to get a class of young
men, and to my joy I have succeeded in
beginning one this week.

Mrs. Mackenzie is trying to do her best
for the women, but the misfortune is that
almost all the women are married and
consider they finished their education by
marriage. We hope to convince them
that thoy can learn a little more.

Indians are supposed to be less able to
resist temptation than civilized men, and
yet I amtold thatthe morals of our people
are pretty good, and have ot been affect-
ed by contact with neighbors of different
nationalities. But supposing Indians are
morally weak, then they are a source of
danger, like some wild, fast propagating
weed, or infectious disease ; and the claim
upon us is urgent to do what we can for
them, lest they have a blighting influence
on the couniry and especially on their
white neighbors.

They are immortal souls too, and may
be gams in the Redeemer’s Crown. Good
done them is also immortal, and will go on
vibrating to all eternity. The Gospel
leaven is amongst them, and we hope and
pray, is Qoing its guiet all-pervasive
work of Gracein their hearts,
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Our Foreign fMissions.

The Foreign Mission outiook at Home
is brightening, in the West. Work afield
will not have to be retrenched this year.

In the East, at the New Year, the pro-
pects were not quite so good, the receipts
falling short of thesame period of the
previous year. Our church by the sea
must not forget that she has taken upon
herself a new fleld, Eores; and increase
willbe necessary in order toits on carrying.
Her work in the past has been richly
blessed.

Is there man of woman, who, because
missionaries sometimes break down in
health and have toretire, complains that
missions cost so much, and talks of lessen-
ing the little now given? Stop a moment,
and think. Do we realize that it is doing
our work that breaks them down ? The
command to give the Gospel to every
creature is to us as to them. And if they
fail or fall in doing our part of it, how
great their sacrifice compared with ours!
Let them realize that they have our grati-
tude, our sympathy, our prayers. And
does any think such price too greatto
pay ? Let Christ’s sacrifice for the world’s
redemption give answer.

The General Assembly of the Presby-
terian Church or Victoria, Australia,
whose Home Agent Dr. Paton is, and with
whom the question of anew Dayspring
largely rested, has decided at its recent
meeting, to continue in the meantime the
present Maritime service of the Mission.
This reans that forthe presenta new Day-
spring will not bebuiltand probably never
will be. The long, long, discussion has
likely reached its end, and a Dayspring,
necessary in its time, lives now only in
memory, while more effective agencies
now do the work.

The ‘* Exchange” reports several hope-
ful cases at Hsin Chen. A silversmith
who was baptized on 1he 7th Nov. last, is
reportedas a very bright earnest christian.
But how much of ignorance. One old
woman wanted to be received, because, as
she said, she wanted ‘her sins forgiven
that she might live three or four years
longer,”’
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How Medical Missicns wins ths cohi:
dence of the heathen and opens the Wdy
for the Gospel is seen in the experience of
one of our Honan Missionaries recently,
when out visiting towns and villages at
& distance from his station. Instead of hav-
ing to put up at a wretched native inn, and
with scant courtesy. admitted there, he
was received and well entertained by a
well to do merchant who was operated on
by Dr, Malccim s me time previously,and
whose hatred of the foreigner was turned
into friendship.

Another way of showing gratitude was
that of an official from a distant city, who
was treated notlong since by Dr, McClure,
and who sent back a fine tablel, teiling in
letters of gold of the Doctor’s virtues.
We laugh at his method, but it i3 doubte
ful ifhe could have shown his gratitudein
any other way tha. would have been 80
helpful. That tablet, and the story of it,
will do much towards giving the people
confidence in the missicnary.

<>

RELIGIONS OF CHINA.

As to the religious systems of China,
they may be classed in the order of their
presentimportance, according to the first
four letters of the aiphabet. A, Ancestral
worship ; B, Buddhism; C, Confucianism;
D, Daoism (usually spelt Taoism, but the
D is much nearer the sound of the Chinese
initial.)

Do not let it be supposed that one man
believes in ancestral worship alone, and
another man in Buddhism, and so on.
They are elementsin every man’s belief.
We have to mix up the four elemer+*s, the
earth, the air, the fire, and the water, and
then we have the warm mud in which
Chinese faith is sweltering and flounder-
ing.

Ancestral worship of course implies that
ancestors live after death. Confucianism
is almost Sadducean. The Buddhist
paradise is redolent of lotus perfume;
it contains lotus flowers as big ascart
wheels. The Daoist paradise is ornament.-
ed by red-bearded dragons writhing round
columns.

A says parents dolive after death. C
says they do not. B sars they live in the
‘West. D says they live exactly overhead.
—Rev. W. 4. Cornaby.
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INDIA’S BONDS.
II, THE HOLY MAN,
By Rev. Norman H, Russell.

With ninety per cent. of her
people a raral population far
away from the influence of in-
vasion by Western commerce
and education; and with the
simple customs and rude super-
stitions of their forefathers as
yet uadisturbed by the Angli-
cisms of the ruling race; India
can hardly be said to be repre-
sented religiously by the apos-
tles of Neo-Hinduism. How-
ever worthy they may be of
the attention of an American
audicnee, and however inter-
vsting as a testimony to the
power of Christianity, they can
in no sense besaid to represent
or lead the religious thought of
greater India. The religious
lcader of the masses is the San-
yasi or holy man, the religious
mendicant of India.

Clad in a dusty yellow gar-
ment, often naked, but for a
loincloth, smesared from head
to foot ‘with ashes; with long
mattod hair, and bleared eyes,
for he isa slave to ganja, bhang,
a'd opium, he wanders about
the villages, living on the cre-
dulity of his superstitious
followers.

It cannot be denied that
there have occasionally been found re-
deeming characters among the Sadhus of
India, but the ordinary holy man of the
villages is cunning, deceitful, impudent,
and dishonest.

Worse than this may often be charged
against them. The Maharajas, a sect of
religious votaries who inculcate the wor-
ship of Krishna, were proved in the courts
of Bombay to be guilty of the most licen-
tious practices with their female worship-
pers. Women were taught to believe that
the best way of propitiating Krishna in
heaven was by ministering to the sensual
appetites of {the Maharajas. Awful stories
are teld of the temple dancing girls of
South India, and of the Murlis of the
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North, girls dedicated from birth to a life
of prostitution in the temples,

Whencethen thisawful paradox between
the name and the character of theee holy
men? And in the use of this name we get.
alittle light on the difference in meaning:
of such words as sin, holiness, and salva~
tion, as used in Hindu and English.

In Hinduism, morality is divorced fromr
religion. These men are holy in spite of’
their character because they are ascetics
and practice austerities. One will lie upon
a bed of upturned nails, another will hold
his hand in the air till ithecomes withered
and the nails have grown long and curled
about the wrist I have seen one of these
men with hundreds of pounds of iron fast-
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ened to his body, not able to- movwe but
carried aboutin a strong bed. Others will
‘wear a cage around their necks or sit and
burn in the midst of five fires. Swinging

on hooks, piercing the tongue and flesh _

with knives, are other austerities. And
the people really believe such nien to he
holy, the very incarnations of God. Ihave
scen one of them come into Mhow and the
people erect over him a bower of leaves
and flowers and surround him at night
with hundreds of little lamps and then
bow before him in worship.

The degrading and superstitious rever-
ence paid to these men could not be-better
illustrated than b the following list of ex-
penses contracted by wealthy Bombay
merchants in connectxon with the visit of
one of these ¢ holy men.”” (The rupee is
about one-third of a dollar.)

For hPomage by sight.................. Ruopees 6
For homage by touch...... ........... Rs 20
For the honor of washing the

101y MAN?S fe@b.. coreecrrcrarerirerannrenens
For the glory of rubbing sweet

ungents on hisbody......cceeveeenniennes
For the bliss of occupying the

S88INE TOOIM . eeernrrens serasanas sevssenne Rs 50 to 500
For the delight of eating pan su-

pari thrown away by the holy man Rs 17
For drinking the water in which

he has bathed or in which his foul

linén has been washed....coeeeens -eeee . Rs 19
To such depths has theidea of reverence

been degraded under the leadership of

India’s holy men.

A CONTRASTTO THE ABOVEPICTURE.

How beautiful is the following, from a
letter to a lady in Montreal, by Miss
Jearnnie Dow, the micsionary in Honan of
the Montreal W. M. S. Itisall the more
beautiful because not intended for publica-
tion, but the artless, unstudied expression
of feeling from friend to friend. Ido not
kpow that I have permission to publish it,
bub am taking the risk.

She is speaking of aplace by the sea
coast, where was a number of work worn
missionaries of North China fora few weeks
of refitting for further years of toil.

“We met many excellent people and
formed some friendships which ought tobe
lasting. OR, it was such g treabt tolook
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into the faces and hear the voices ufnew
people. There were many kinds,with vary-
ing strong characteristics, who did us
good.

How some people do help one! One
was brave, a silent but living rebuke to my
shrinking and fear of coming difficulty.
Another was always bright and smiling.
It made one glad to see her. Another was
gentle and graceful, beausiful in spirit and
in outward form, and is not ¢ a thing of
beauty ajoy 7 still ? Others there were
whose very bearing as well as their words
increased our thirst for the Infinite, the
Eternal ; whose hearts so evidently found
their home in God that they stimulated us
to follow them farther into the heart of the
Divine Love.

And to join one’s longings with those of
other souls in prayer, to follow them in
spirit as they led usin asking for what
we desired above all besides;—well it
helped me. I cannot expresshalfof what
it did for me nor can I tell how graciously,
kindly, and tenderly, the needs I wasnof
even well conscious of were fully supplied

by our Father, needs ofmind and soul.

So now I ought to be ready for agcod
siege in Honan.”’

CHINESE IN MONTREAL.
Two very interesting gatherings have

" been held recently in Montreal in connec-

tion with the Chinese Mission; ons on
Dec. 28th, in Crescent St. Church, the other
24th Jan., in the American Presbyterian
Church. The former, a Christmas gather-
ing of the Chinese attending the S. Schools,
with their teachers and friends, fitly com-
memorated the 90th anniversary of the
beginning of Protestant Missions in China,
by Rev. Dr. Morrison. Thae latter wus the
Chinese New Year. The entertainment of
hoth eveni-gs was furnished chiefly by
the Chinese, and consisted of readings,
from Seripture, recitation and singing of
hymns, and addresses. Patiently and
succesfully are Dr. and Mrs. Thompson,
and their many volunteers helpers, pursu-
ing their work, and very grateful are the
Chinese for what is done for them. They
contribute with fair liberality to our
Foreign Mission Work, and support besides
two Chinese Mission workers in their
nativeprovince of Canton, China.
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INULDBENTS PROM HONAN.,
BY TWOQ DOCTORS.

"The little pictures which follow, are very
interesting, some of them laughable, some
sad, but all help to picture life among that
strange great people of China. They are
by two of our medical missionaries, in the
two little ms. papers which they publish.

‘“ A woman, one day recently, on being
told that her baby might not live, laugh-
ingly asked, ‘shallIfeed it to the dogs
now?’? What it is to be a heathen
mother!

* Mrs. Lin, who a couple of months ago
tried to commit snicide by opium, and was
brought here for treatment; comesnow
daily to be treated for abscess. She seems
much happier with the abscess, than she
was with the opium.”

Last night at ten o’clock thers was o
call to run and try to save the life ofa
man who had taken opium to kill himself
a few hours before. When the doctor
arrived the poor fellow begged him not to
give him any medicine as he wanted to
die. Apomorphia and zinc sulphate soon
produced severe vomiting and atmidnight
heseemed out of danger. This morning
we heard he was better and to-night he
came to the dispensary for something to
cure his sick stomach. The medical work
here is growing. To-day there were 108
patients treated, and some three or four
others, in trying to dodge the preaching
in the chapel, just missed their treatment
too.

The ways of foreign doctors seem un-
equal to Chinamen. Why one man totally
blind with cataract should be given more
hope of restored sight than another man
of the same age from vhe same village who
is only partially blind from some other
canse is.beyond their power of compre-
hension.

Total treatments for the month of Sep-
tember were: 1,905

Total for the week ending September
30th ware: 611.

About one-fourth, at least, are women
and childrexn.

There is considerable variety in the
patients too, a few are in-patients, the
majority are ont-patients, but all are im-

patients. Abscesses, éarbuncies, boiis,
ulcers, etc., are very plentiful. One man
had his hand torn by an exploded " cart-
ridge. Another had his lip and chin
smashed by & mule kick, Some insane,
and one demon-possessed, came lately.”

What a picture of the multitudes that
followed Christ and were healed.

‘“The scene of the old story of the
patient who thought the reason that the
pills he had swallowed had not worked,
was that probably thelid was not off the
box yet, had better be loceted in China.
The other day we caught 2 man in the act
of swallowing the packet which contained
his medicine.”

The parental form of Chinese govern-
ment has its drawbacks. At an examina-
tion of military candidates held very early
one morning recently in Huen Hgien, a
{riend of one of the candidates wore a tar
gown to protect him from the chilly morn-
ing air. The examiner noticing the fact,
cauged him 0 be apprehended and charged
him with breaking old customs and being
disrespectful to his superiors inasmnch ag
the time for wearing fur garments had not
come, nor was the examiner wearing one.
Punishment awarded, 20 strokes with the
bamboo.

Our table boy, Golden City, who was
given by his father to a ereditor in lieu of
a debt of fifty dollars bas reason now to
be glad of the transaction. His ex-father
was found guilty of highway robbery and
sheep-stealing, and execnted, the other
day.

“Mrs. Goforth, with Mrs. Wang, lately
visited Liang Tien, where there are now six
probationers, besides several inquirers. Per-
secution there is still bitter, but there is al-
ready a good opening for regular teaching
among the women.

Next day Miss Pyke and Mrs. Goforth
visited Yang Chizo, 2 mile to the south of
us. Though none as yet are openly professed
believers , yet several have destroyed their
gods, and often come to hear the Gospel
preached.”

“ At Hsin Chen the townpeople have late-
1y developed the idea that the Mission com-
pound is a stationary mensgerie, to be
viewed from the top of the town hall. The
Misionaries object to this, and propose
building a2 wall to shut off the view from
the grand stand.”
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Doung Deople’s Societies.

THE ASSEMBLY COMMITTEE'S ¢ PLAN
OF STUDY.»

ConpucTep By THE REV. R. D. FRASER, CONVENER.

The Monthly Topics of the Plan of Study
for 1898 bear the general title, ¢ Some
Books, Fields, and Men,”? and are so ar-
rangedas tobe adapted to the varioussorts
of Young People’s Societies. They are
set down for the second weekly meeting
of each month, and the Topicis treated in
the Record of the month preceding, in
order that Societies may have the mater-
ials for the meeting on hand well in ad-
vance.

Attention is drawn to the fact that a
specially prepared Topic Card for Presby-
terian Y.P.8.C.E.’S is published by the
“Record * at 60 cents per 100. Less than
fifty, one cent each. It is issued by ar-
rangement with the Assembly’s Committee
and embraces the ¢ Uniform ?’ Topics, the
Monthly Topics of the Plan of Study, and
the Questions on the Shorter Catechism
for each meeting throughout the year.

A Booklet containing the same matter
and, in addition, Daily Readings for the
whole year, is also ready, at 31.00 per 109.
Legs then fifty, one and a half cents each.
Orders for the Topic Cards or Booklets
shouldbe sent to Rev. E. Scott, Y. M. C. A.
Building, Montreal.

‘Topic for the Week beginning March 13th.
THE SHORTER CATECHISR.
its Maleer, Merits, and Infinence. Deut, 6: 1-35.

LITERATURE.

On the Westminster Assembly .—

The various Encyclopedias, such as the
Brittanice, Schaff-Herzog, Chambers,
Eadie’s (Ecclesiastical) ; Mitchell'sHistory
of the Westminster Assembly, Aiton’s Life
and Times of Alexander Henderson, Dean
Stanley’s Memorials of Westminster Abbey,
Beattie's Presbyterian Standards, Article
on Westminster Assembly in Record for
April 1896.

On Shorter Catechism':—

Dr. Whyte’s Handbcok ; Prof Salmond’s
Primer.

Pattergon on the Shorter Catechism.

Nicholson’s Value of the Shorter Cate-
chism {Pres. Board.)
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Points For The Programme.

Following the order of the Topic as
announced above.

1, Makers :(—

A short sketch of the Westminster As~
sembly, somo of its chief members, for ex-
ample,—S8ciden, Tuckney, Rutherford,
Hen-derson, Gillespie. .

2. Merits:— .

As agpecimen of good English ;

As a piece of logic;

As a well balanced statement of doctrine
and practics ;

Brief outline of its contents ;

A few papers on some of the more im-
portant questions.

3. Influence: —

The connection between the study of the
Catechism and the stalwart character of
Presbyterianism and Presbyterians.

Teatimonies as to its value; for example,
—~—1in the article of Principal McRae. The
minister, elders, Sabbath School teachers,
and others, would likely give valnable
testimony from personal experience.

The probable effect of the study of the
Catechism in the YoungPeoples’ Societies.

PARAGRAPHS.

1. Our church recognizes very fully the
importance of grounding the young in this
admirable little manual of doctrine and
duty. The course in the Sabbatk School
provides for the recitation of one-third of
the Catechism each year, and diplomas
are given by the Sitbath School Com-
mittee, under the authority of the Modera-
tor of Assembly, to all who may repeat the
whole Catechism at once. The question
learned in the Sabbath School is repeated
the same week in the Young People’s
Societies, and it is recommended that five
minutes of each meeting be given to an
address or paper upon some leading point
in the question.

‘When the Catechism wasintroduced into
the Young People’s Societies last year,
there was fear in some quarters lest it
might be found too heavy. The fear was
groundless. It has been takem hold of
very widely, and in many instances en-
thusiastically ; and the five minates devob-
ed Lo its study has proved to benotthe
least interesting or profitable part of the
meeting.
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A GOOD BTORY,

2. At the celebration in London, Eng-
1and, of the 260th Anniversary of the pre-
paration of the Shorter Catechism, the
following good story was told by the Rev.
Mr, Gillie, It had never before appeared
in prinb :—

In an asgembly of Roman Catholics, at
which & Cardinal was present, the talk fell
on theoclogical subjects, and a Protestant
lady, who was present, joined in. Some-
one happened to say to her, * And what
do you consider the true definition ofsin ? 7’
She at once replied with an answer of the
Shorter Catechism, ¢ Sin isany want of
conformity unto, or transgression of, the
Law of God.”” The Cardinal looked atten-
tively at her. “Madam,” he said, ¢ that
is 8 very good definition.” ¢ ¥Yes, your
Eminence,” replied the lady, ‘“and there
are othergood definitions where that came
from.”

THE SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST,

3. It was 250 years ago on the 25th of
November last that the Shorter Catechism
was completed and presented by the
Assembly to Parliament for acceptance.
The Anniversary has been very generally
observed throughott the Presbyterian
world and has elicited much enthusiasm.
It has led,not only io a revival of interest
in the personnel of the Assembly and the
history ofits deiiberations but to arestate-
ment of the greatdcctrines and in prinei-
ples set forth in its Catechisms,Confession,
and Directory of Worship. Presbyterian-
ism, and for that matter sound doctrine,
will be the richer for the celebrations.

As showing the perfection,both as to
form and substance, of this little book, it
may be stated that whilst nearly 200 com-
peting Catechisms bave passed info the
oblivion of the antiguaries since the
Shorter Catechisms first saw the light,
that is almost one for every year, it atill
survives and withont alteration in word
or syllable.

THE FORTUNES OF THE CATECHISM.

Its fortunes have been chequered. It
wsas compiled by men who were for the
most part in Episcopalian orders,yeb it
has hecome gn essentirlly Presbyterian
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book. It was composed in England, but
itis now distinctively Scottish. It has
indeed, been more prized in the United
States of America than in England. Its
fortunes have not been quite so remarkable
as those of the Heidelburg Catechism,
which has been translated into Cingalese,
Malay, and Arabic, but our Oatechism has
been translated into Syrian and Choctaw.
—Rev. Mr. Gillie.

THE FIRST COPY.

5. The firsf edition of the Catechism
printed for the use of the members of the
Asgsembly contained only600 copies. One
copy of the 600 is still preserved in the
British Museum. This has lately been re-
produced by a photographic process in
absolute fac-simile and printed on antique
paper bound inbuckram. The editor, Mr.
Carruthers, is one of the most accom-
plished elders of the Presbyterian church
in England. It should be obtained in this
couniry for about ninety cents. and would
be a valuable curio to book lovers.

THE JERUSALEM THAMBER.

6. It wasin this beauntiful old chamber
of the Abbey that the Westminster Assem-
bly held its meeting for more than five
years and g half, and here the Oatechism
firat saw the light. This chamber wes
first built in 1376 as & guest chamber for
the Abbot’s Houmse. It was hung with
tapestry on which were pictures of the -
hbistory of Jerusalem, whkich gave its
name to the chamber. Here Henry IV.
died of apoplexy March 20th, 1413. Shaks-
speare gives the last words o the King :

King Henry—* Doth any nameperticnlar
belong, Unto the lodging where I first did
swoon ? »?

Warwick—Tig called Jerusalem, my
noblelord!?®
King Henry—“Laud be to God! even
there my life must end.
It hath been prophesied to me for
many years,
Ishould not die but in Jernsslem;
Which vainly I supposed the Holy
land;
But bear me to that chamber; there
Dlllie;
In that Jerugalem shall Harry die.”
Henry IV.—Act v
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THE SHORTER CATECHISM.

BY PRINCIPAL MACRAE, D.D., MOR, COLL,
QUE.

On the 26th November 1897, the Shorter
Oatechism reached its 260th Anniversary.
It is thus s reasonably venerable docu-
‘ment, estimated from the point of view of
its age. .

ITS MAKERS,

We cannot now dwell ablength apon
the history of the Westminster Assembly
from which the Shorter Catechism emanat-
ed. It will be sufiicient tosay thatin the
17th century, what bore upon the religious
welfare of the people was felt to be a
matter ofno less than nationalimportance,
and it was believed that without some
common underatanding in regard to
Doctrinal Belief, Moral Conduct, the
Public Worship of God, and the Govern-
ment of the Church of Christ, there could
be no security for the true Civil Liberties
of a country. And accordingly, to advise
and determine upon these momentous
questions, at the request and with the
concuarrence of the Legistative Authorities
of Britain at the period, the Assembly re-
ferred to was constituted.

It was opened on Saturday, July 1st (our
Dominion Day !)1643, in the grand National
Abbey of Westminster, in the presence of
both Houses of Parliament, and a large
congregation, by a sermon.

And now, the writer would like to con-
duct his young friends into the Chapel of
Henry VII., that ¢ most gorgeous of sepul-
chres,” where the first meetings were
held, and show pictures of the divines in
black cloaks, skull-caps, and QGeneva
bands, with peaked beards and mustachios,
andthe broad double ruffaround theneck;
—and listen to them solemnly vowing,
every Monday morning, to ‘“maintain
nothing in poiat of doctrine but what they
believed to be most agreeable to the Word
of God; nor in point of discipline, but what
might make most for God’s glory and the
peace and good of Hischurch.”

And then, he would gladly repair with
them to whaetis known as the‘‘ Jerusalem
Chamber,” when cold weather setin,where

-around & hearth-fire,—then & rare luxury
in England.,—the grand Puritan Assembiy
prepared its standards of Doctrine, Wor-
ghip, snd Discipline, and, among the others
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the Shorter Oatechism. (In the same
¢ Chamber’, it may interest some to be
told, the meetings were held, within the.
last quarter of a century, which resulted
in the Revised Englith version of the
Scriptures.)

‘Who and what were the members of the
‘Westminister Assembly ? It numbered in
all 121 divines, a goodly portion of whom
had suffered privation and exile under the
misgovernment of Laud; not a few com-
bining rare learning, eloquencs, and piety,
in beautiful harmony. It included, in
truth, much of the most profound scholar-
ship of the period, both clerical and lay,
There were five Scottish clerical dele-
gates, but the vastly preponderating num-
ber were Englishmen ; Presbyterian, Inde-
pendent, 2nd Episcopalian, or who had
been Episcopalian. And, notwithstanding
the fact of the rejection by England of the
Confession of Faith and ifs companion

‘documents, to English authorship they are

mainly due. Especially does this appear
to have been the fact with regard to the
Shorter Catechism.

At the 774th session, January 14th, 1647,
the preparation of two caltechisms was
ordered ‘ one more long and another more
brief.” The Convener of the Committee-
which prepared the Catechisms was Dr.
Anthony Tuckney, Professor of Divinity,
and Viece-Chancellor of Cambridge, the
Larger Catechism being also chiefly his
work ; but the concise and severely logical
answers of the Shorter Catechism are
traced to the Rev. John Wallis, an emi-
nent mathematician, who as a young
man fresh from Cambridge, was appointed
an amanuensis of the Assembly.

Both Catechisms were first presented to
Parliament without Scriptural proofs, the
Larger, before October 25th, 1647, the
Shorter on November 25th, 1647, and were
forthwith printed in London and Edin-
burgh.

Although the Shorter Catechism has
ever since its construction been identified
with the Scottish churches and the history
of Scottish Pre¢ yterianism, there is no
reason for supposing that the Secottish
assessors had any direct hand in its con-
struction, since most of them had left
before it was discussed at all in the Asgem-
hly,
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ITS MERITS.
Oxa the merits of this Compendium of
" Christian Doctrine and Ethies it is difficul
to gpeak in terms too commendatory from
goms points of view. To master its con-
tents is, for onething, to receive a training
in logic not to be acquired within similar
compass from any other source. Itisde-
clared by high authority to be * one f the
three typical Catechisms of Protestantism
which are likely to last to the end of
time.”

1t is said to be “fully egual to Luther’s
and to the Heidelberg Catechism in ability
and influence, and {o far surpass ihem in
clearness and careful wording, bub to lack
their genial warmth, freshness, and child-
like simplicity.” As compared with the
Heidelberg, the Westminister Scholars’
Catechism has the ‘‘ advantage of greater
condensation and precision.”

These two represent also two types of
piety ; the one being more cmotional and
hearty, the other more scholastic and
‘intellectual.” Thus, the first question in
the Heidelberg asks: ‘“What is thy only
coMrORT in 1life and in death?’’ The
Westminister: ‘¢ What is the chief END of
man?? *The one goes at once into the
heart of evangelical piety—the mystical
union of the believers with Christ ; theother
goes back to the creation, and the glory of
God, but both touch the same God and
Christ, and the same way of salvation,
whereby (God is glorified, and man is
raised to everlasting felicity ir his enjoy-
ment.”?

Its solid worth, from the Theological
point of view, is sufficiently evinced by its
use among the three denominations of
Presbyterians, Congregationalists, and
Regular Baptists.

Pages could easily be filled with eulogis-
tic testimonies, as from Baxter, who called
it ‘“the best Catechism he ever saw, a
most excellent sum of the Christian faith
and doctrine, and a fit test to try the or-
thodoxy of teachers?”; and from T. Car-
lyle, who, in speaking against modern
Materialism, made this confession: ¢ The
older I grow—and I now stand (1876) upon
the brink of eternity—the more comes
back to me the first sentence in the cate-
chism which I learned when 2 child, and
the fuller and deeper itsmeaningbecomes ;
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¢ What is the chief end of man ? To glorify
God, and to enjoy him forever.’?’ -

To all this, to like eulogies expressed-in-
even warmer terms by liberal IEpiscopal-
ians such as Dean Stanley, and eminent
Methodists, who entirely dissent from its
theology-—one such terming the Westmin-
ister Confession, ¢ the ablest, clearest, and
most comprehensive system of Christian
doctrine ever framed,’” the present writer
most heartily and unreservedly says
Amen! Familiarised with the Catechism
from his earliest childhood, it continues to
be for him the frame-work of his Theolo-
logical thinking, and he finds much of its
contents, in the very phrascology, leaven-
ing his thoughts and utterances in deve.
tional exercises. Its doctrinal teachings
have been the iron in the blood of Puritan-
ism ; and he would be a2 bold historian who
should question the invigorating influence
that Puritanism has exerted over the des-
tinies of the British people and their
descendants.

ITS INFLUENCE.

To what extent the character of Scot-
land and her allies in belief has been
moulded by the Shorter Catechism, only
the great day will fully unfold; but there
are visible fruits, and tested by these, the
Christian churches equally with the world
at large, may be safely challenged to find
communities twhose members exhibit
more of the spirit of good citizenship, of
zeal in philanthropic effort, of devotedness
and liberality on behalf of migsionary en-
terprise, than is evinced by those to whom
the Manusl under consideration is pre-
cious.

It is not perfect. No human production
can ever justly claim perfection. Some
would like a change in its form or expres-
sion, in one place, some in another; but
the merits of the Catechism as 2 whole are
as conspicuous agglmost to justify despair
of superseding it by a better.

Its brief bubt pertinent treatment of the
ten commandments; its masterly presen-
tation of the ‘Means of Grace,” including
its luminous characterization of the Word,
alike as used by the Holy Spirit, and asto
be used by man for his salvation ; its firm
bandling of the doctrine of the Sacra-
ments ; and, above all, its simple but sub-
iime definition of Prayer, followed by an
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exposition of the Lord’s Prayer equally
comprehensive and temder ; in all these
respects the writer believés the Shorter
Catechism to be unsurpassed. His heart’s
fervent desire is that the youth of Canada
may be led by the Spirib to ‘“attend there-
unto with diligence, preparation, and
prayer,’?

—

THE SHORT:. R CATECHISM.

The following brief Analysis of the
Shorter Catechism, by the Editor of the
RECORD, may be helpful in thestudy of our
honored ¢ Question Book.”

INTRODUCTION, Q. 1—3.

The endfor which man was made, Q.1
The Rule for attaining that end, Q. 2;
What that Rule teaches, Q. 3;

FIRST GREAT DIVISION, Q. 4--38.

‘What the Seriptures teach that man
should believe :—

About God ;—

About what He is, Q. 4;

About how many there are, Q. 5;

And about His Trinity, Q. 6;
About God’s Plan ;—

About what it is, Q. 7;
About the Carrying out of that Plan ;—
About how it was carried out, Q. 8;
In Creation Q. 9;
Tn the Creation of Man, Q. 10;
.In Providencs, Q. 11;
About the Covenant of Works;—
.About how it was made, Q, 12;

About its Breaking ;—

Bﬁ sin,

About what sin is,

About Adaam’s sin; '
And how all share it,

@ b QO
“owe Wiy
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About the Results of the Breaking ;—

About the fallen state, Q. 17;
About its sinfalness, Q. 18;
About its misery, Q. 19;
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About the Covenant of Grace;—

How it was made, Q. 203
About Him who purchased its benefits for us;
‘Who Heis, Q. 21;
How He became man, Q. 223
What Work He does, Q. ¢8;
What work as o prophet, Q. 24;
What work as a priest, Q. 25;
What work as a king, Q. 26;
How He humbled himself, Q. 27;
How He wag exalted, Q. 28;

About Him who applies its benefits to us ;—
Who He is, Q. 29;
How He works, Q. 3vu;
What He does, Q. 31;
And what these benejfits are ;—
In this life, Q. 32—36;
At death, Q. 37;
And at the resurrection, Q. 38;

SECOND GREAT DIVISION, Q. 39—106.

What the Scripturesteach that maB
should do, viz:—

Under the Covenant of Works;—

Hoe is to obey, Q. 39;
The Rule of obedience, Q. 40;
‘Where that Rule is found, Q. 41;
The ten Commandments, Q. 42—81;
How these are broken, Q. 82;
Degrees of breaking, Q. 83;
‘What the breaking deserves, Q. 84;
Under the Covenantof Grace;—
How to escape wrath, Q. 85;
‘What Faith is, Q. 86;
What Repentarce is, Q. 87;
‘What the means of Grace ars, Q. 885
How the Word helps, Q. 89;
How to uss i, Q. 90;
How the sacraments help, Q. 813
‘What a sacrament is, Q. 92;
How many there are, Q. 93;
‘Wkat Baptism is, Q. 92,
‘Who are to receive i, Q. 95;
What the Lord’s supper is, Q. 96;
‘Who are to receiveit Q. 97;
‘What prayer is, Q. 98;

The rulefor it, The Lord’s Prayer, Q,: 99;
What its first sentence teaches, Q. 100;
What its first prayer means, Q. 101;
‘What its second prayer mesns, Q. 102;

What its third prayer means, Q. 103;
‘What its fourth preyer means, Q. 104;
What its fifth prayer means, Q. 105;
What its sixth prayer means, Q. 106;
‘What its 1ast sentence tegches, Q. 17,
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CHURCH NOTES.
CALLS.

From Coburg Road, Halifax, to Mr. J.D.
Mackay, of Dorchester, N.B.

From Norwood, Montreal Presbytery, to
Mr. W. T, Morrison, of St. Therese, Que.
Accepted. Induction 1 Feb.

From Rat Portage to Mr. W. M. Roches-
ter, of Toronto.

From- Btonewsll, Man., to Mr. A. S.
Thompson.

From Dominion City,
Faryon.

From Laguerre and Port Lewis, Mont-
real Presbytery, to Mr. D. Stewart, of
Dunbar, Ont.

From Oshawa, to Mr, Hodges of Tilbury,
accepted,

From Amos and Knox, Normanby, to Mr.
D. L. Campbell, of Ballinafad.

INDUCTIONS.

to Mr. G. W.

Mr. John Hawley, intc Waterville and
Lakeéville, N.S., 23 Dec.

Mr. Neil Currie, at Fast Lake Ainslie,
16 Nov.

Mr. F. W, Gilmour, ordained and induet-
ed at Sawyerville, Que., 11 Jan.

Mr. J. R. Fraser, into Uxbridge, Lindsay
Presbytery, 21 Jan.

Mr. J. W. Mcintosh, into Sapperton and
West, New Westminister,

My, W. J. Herbison, ordained and in-
ducted at Minnedosa, 20 Dec,

Mr. George E. Dyde, ordained and in-
ducted at Sharbot Laks, Kingsion Presby-
tery, 11 Jan.

Mr. George Weir, into Avonmore, Glen-
garry Presbytery, 27 Dec.

RESIGNATIONS,

Prof. Robinson,
Toronto.

Mr. R. Douglas Fraser, of Bowmanville.

Mr. A. Russell, of Hepworth, etc.; Mr.
S. Acheson, of Wiarton, Moderator of
Session.

Mr, A. F. McQueen, of Hampden, Que.

Mr. Murray Watson,of St. Lambert Mont-
real, Presbylery. .

Mr. George Cuthbertson, of Wyoming,
after & pastorate of forty years.

Dr. Watson, of St. Andrew’s Church,
Beaverton, after a pastorate of forty-five
years,

of EKnox College,
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OBITUARIES.

Rev. W. C. BURNS, was born in King-
ston, Ont., studied for the ministery at
Knox Oollege, Toronto, and labored as
asgistant minister both in Bay St. Church
and Knox Church, Toronto. He was set-
tled as a pastor in Perth, Ont., for twelve
years, and for the past sixteen years has
been prominently before the Church as the
Agent of the Committee of the Aged and
Infirm Ministers’ Fund. On Saturday, New
Year’s day, he went to Galt. On Sabbath
morning he preached in Knox Church,
from the text, ¢ Behold I stand at the door
and knock,” In the afternoon he was offi~
ciating at a funeral, and,with open Bible
in hand, prepairing to read, he fell dead,
Startling was the news of his death. for he
seemed well and strong, with many years
of life in store.

REV. ALEXANDER SUTHERLAND was born
in Lairg, Sutherlandshire, Scotland, 5th
Jan., 1817, Two years later his parents
emigrated to Nova Scotia, He was edu-
cated at Picton Academy, Dalhousie
College, and Edinburgh University, and
licensed by the Free Presbytery of Edin-
burgh in 1845. Returning the same year
to Nova Scotia, he was ordained at Earl-
town and West Branch, 16 Feb., 1846. In
1852 he was translated to Strathalbyn and
New London, P.E.1, and in 1859, to Scots-
burn and Salisprings, N.S. In 1869 he
went to Nebraska, U.S.A., and was settled
hy the Presbytery of Omaha, in charge of
.. congregation he had organized at
Schayler. Called to Melbourne, Ont,
in 1874, he was settled there, and in
1796, translated to Enox Chureh, Ripley;
where he labored for over 21 years.
Resigning in Junc, 1897, at the age of
four score, he went to Nebraska, where
his family were living, and where he
passed to hig rest, 13th Dec., 1897.

PRESBYTERY MEETINGS, next issue.

«Intercourse with God is surely an
honor incomparably more glorious—
though it be but for & quarter of an hour—
than the most intimate communication
with the greatest of monarchs for whole
years together; just as we esteem it &
greater honor to discourse freely and
familiarly with a king for the space of o €
hour thah many years with a peasant.”
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®ther Workers and TCdLR.

The Bishop of Tinnavelly has confirmed
more than 2,000 native Indian converts dur-
ing the past year.
lization ot 'ndia goes on.

Christian Endeavor was started, in
Quecensland, Australia, in 1892. Now there
are 106 societies and 3,614 members. Wes-
leyans have the most societies, viz., 27; Pres-
byterians have 18.

In a home for “sandwich men” in London,
there are several university graduates and
medical men, and a Scotchman who ran
through £50,000 in three years. What mis-
use and abuse of opportunities.

. The American Board has sent 700 mission-
arie§ to Turkey during the past 73 years, at
a cost of $8,500,000. It has at present in
that country 176 American missionaries, with
878 native helpers, of which last 100 aro
preachers. The Board has 125 churches,
with 12,787 members and 38,000 adherents, .,

SOME FACTS ABOUT MISSIONS.

Some time ago that very accurate statist,
Dean Vahl, of N. Asley, Dcomark, set him-
self to watch and tabulate the figures for ten
years, in order to discover exactly what Re-
formed Christendom is doing to civilize and
evangelize the dark races, who are the ma-
jority of mankind. ¥e began with 1889, and
his statistical review for 1895 (the seventh
.of the ter years), has just been issued.

The results show a steady growth in the
four years up to 1892, and then a fall in the
revenue for the next two years, with more
than a recovery in 1895,

These are the totals for the first and last
of the seven years:—The income roze from
£2,130,082, in 1889, to £2,807,813, in 1895 —
an increase of about £680,000, The mission-

aries increased by 2,234, from 4,155 to 6,363—

and this is considerably below the strength
at the present moment.  The unmarried lady
missionaries increased {rom 1889 to.3,390, so
that the whole paid and honorary missionary
staff may be taken at about 10,000 beyond
Christendom, against 6,000 cight ycars ago.

Much more significant, however, is the de-
velapment of native ministers and helpers.
In 1889 these numbered 3,327 ordained, and
41,754 unordained; in 1895 the former had
risen to 4,018, and the latter to 61,424 — a
united growth of more than 20,000. This
fact would have more meaning if sulf-support
had gone on in the same ratio, and if the na-
tive churches had developed men of the apos-
tolic or fanatical type, who powerfully influ-
‘ence their countrymen.

As yet there is no evidence of a native re-
former of any kind, sach as founded tae
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Buddhist, Mohammedan,
cults.

But, especially in China and Japan, and
among the American societies tu ludia and
Burmah, the native Christian communities
are gradually becoming more self-reliant and
independent.  Christianity makes the con-
vert so valuable in character and intelligence -
that he finds lucrative employment in official
and professional life, cutting out the Brah-
mins who once monopolized that, put ne-
glected the Church’g call. :

The native communicants rose from 849,747
to 1,057,266 in the seven years; and there
were 864,155 youths of both sexes under
daily Christian instruction in school and col-

198%)623 in 1895, or nearly double the number in

There are now 365 Roformed missionary
societies and churches, of which there are
18 in Scotland, and 88 in England, 6 in Ire-
land, 63 in the United States of America, 20
in Germany, and 17 in the Netherlands.
Seven years ago the number was 262—an in-
cre<se of more than a hundred agencies.—
B (fast Witness.

IRRESPONSIBLE MISSIONARIES.

The following letter,signed by many of
the leading representatives of the Mission-
ary Societies at work in India, especially
in South India hasbeen sent to the Chris-
tian churches of Great Britain, Austra-
lasia, and America.

“DEAR BRETHREN,—Cf recent years
several Indian Christans from South India
and Ceylon have either visited your
churches in person or have issued appeals
by letter, and by these means have ¢ollect-
ed considerabie sums of money for the
purpose of carrying on different forms of
mission work in this country. These
persons were for themost part workers in
connections with the various Churches or
Missionary Societies, but in most cases
their actual connection hasceased. They
have issued their appeals in their own
name, and the work which they have
initiated and profess to be now carrying
on,is not under the control or oversight of
any one except themselves. The actual
work carried on in most cases bears buta
small proportion to that set forth in their
appeals as what they propose to do.

The interest of sruth and righteousness
démand that these factsshould be stated,
andin viewof the injury they have already"
done and the still greater injury they are
calculated to do to the cause of Ohrist in
this land, we can no longer be silent.

Sikh and other
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Thede appeala are a source of grave
moral danger to those who make them,
for they havi* to administer large funds
without the safeguard of the control of
others and are thus exposed to a strong
temptation to employ for private purposes
money intended for public use. They are
injurious to the cause of Missions in those
countries from whence the funds come, for
certainly sooner or later the contributors
will find out that their gifts are either not
being used for the purposes for which they
were made or that the work carried on is
very disproportionate to the funds ex.
pended. Distrust will thus be excited
which will extend even to undertakings
where the proper use of the funds is
adequately guaranteed.

With some of the evils which these
appeals produce in this country we are
already too familiar. One of these is their
tendency to demoralise the Indian com-
munity. The idea is abroad among a cer-
tain section of that community that an
Indian Christian has only to go with a
speciousplea to Great Britain,Australasia,
or America, to obtain large sums of money
from persons who will not inquire too
closely as to how their gifts are to be used,
and who, if they see their contributions
acknowledged in & printed subscription
list, will be satisfied that they are being
properly spent.

In order to check such evils resulting
from appeals by irresponsible individuals
we would respectfully suggest that con-
tributions should only be given to those
who are able to give guarantees, first, that
they are the accredited agents of a re-
sponsible Committee of persons who reside
in the immediate neighbourhood where
the proposed work is to be done: secondly,
that the special object for which money is
solicited is distinctly approved of by that
Committee: ¢hirdly, that accounts will be
rendered to all subscribers, giving not
simply lists of suberiptions and donations
received, but also a balance-sheet duly
audited showing that the moneys received
have actually been spent upon the objects
for which they were given. We are con-
vinced that no cause which is really good
will -guffer by the exercise of these pre-
cautions, as those who plead for such
canses will have no difficulty in giving the
guarantees required.”
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Onse thing for Christian people to boar in
mind is that giving to their own church
work, at Home or Abroad as they may
choose, i8 the best andsurest way of doing
such work.—Ed. -

——

I LOVE HIM WHOSE YOU ARE.

“‘In one ofmy early journeys in Southern
Africa,” says Dr. Robert Moffat, the great
missionary, ‘I came, with my companions,
to a heathen village on the banks of the
Orange River. We had travelled far, and
were hungry, thirsty, and fatignead ;but
the people of the village roughly directed
us to halt at a distance from water, though
in sight of the river:

“As twilight deepened into night, a
woman came from the height beyond
which the village lay. She bore on her
head a bundle o: wood, while in her hands
ghe carried a vessel ot milk. She handed
the latter to us, lay down the wood, and
returned to the village without opening
herlips. A second time she approached,
with a cooking vessel on her head, a leg of
mutton in one hand, a vessel of water in
theother. Seating herself on the ground,
she proceeded silently to make a fire and
cook the meat.

“ Again and again we asked her whoshe
was, but she remained silent till we
affectionately entreated her to" give a
reason for such unlooked-for kindnessto
strangers. Then tfears rolled down her
cheeks, and she replied: ‘I love Him
whose you are,and so take pleasure in
giving you a cup ofcold water in His name.
My heart is full, therefore I cannot speak
the joy Ifeel in seeing youin this out-of-
the-world place.’ )

* On learning a little of her history and
that she was a solitary light burning in a
dark place, I asked how she kept up the
light of God in the entire ubsence of the
communion of the saints. She drew forth
a copy of tho Duteh New Testament which
she had received when in & mission school
some years before. -This,” she said ‘is
fountain from which I drink; thisis the
oil that makes my lamp burn.” Ilooked
ab the precious relic, and my joy can be
imagined when we mingled our prayers
and sympathies at the throne. of tha
heavenly Father.”
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HOW FOREIGN MISSIONS GROW.

China.—First missionary, Robert Mor-
rison, in 1807. Not one native Christian in
all China. In 1843 less than ten. In 1857,
500. In 1893, 50,000. So rapidly does the
work go on that residents of China now es-
timate 70,000 communicants and a Christian
population of 200,000 souls. The Spirit of the
Living God is stirring the Chinese Empire
as never before.

Japan.—In 1620 Christians were massacred,
Christianity exterminated, and the edict pub-
lished that God would be beheaded if He
came to Japan. This edict was not abolished
until 1872.

First missionaries went ot Japan in 1859.
In 1872 there were only 10 baptized Chris-
tians. There are now about 400 churches
with about 50,000 members. In Tokyo alone
there were, two years ago, 92 churches with
6,000 members.

India.—Wiliam Carey, the first missionary,
landed in India in 1793. Population 250,-
600,000, with not one known native Christian.’
Now a Christian population of 2,280,000, of
which 593,000 are communicants in Protes-
tant churches, and 250,000 children are taught
in Sabbath-schools, in 25 different languages.

Burma.—First missionary, Dr. Judson,
landed in 1813. Seventeen months in prison.
Two months with five pairs of felters on at
the same time. Eighty years ago not a na-
tive Christian in all Burma. Now over 600
churches- with 40,000 communicants and
twice as many more adherents. Among the
Karens one-third of the people are said to be
Christians.

Judson died at sea, April 12th, 1850. His
grave is in the Bay of Bengal, latitude 13°
north, longitude 93° east.

Kores.—A great cry, “ Come over and help
us,” comes to our ears from the last of the
hermit nations. Ten years ago the first
convert was baptized. The Bible is being
rapidly circulated, and ambassadors come to
our missionaries from towns and cities near
and remote, asking for some one to return
with thema to preach the Gospel of Jesus
Christ.

Mrs. Isabella Bird Bishop, the traveller,
writes of the work in Korea, saying, it *“is
the most impressive mission-work I have
seen in any part of the world. It shows that
the Spirit if God still moves on the earth.”

Africa—Where Moffat pioneered, Living-
stone explored, carrying the Gospel into the
depths, until he gave the Dark Continent to
Burope. In token of the service Livingstone
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rendered Christian civilization, the most
powerful nation of the globe, in her proudest
mausoleum, laid down the dust of the hum-
ble missionary of the cross with. kings and
the great ones of the earth.

The Moravians estabiished the first perma-
nent mission in 1792, There are now in
Africa more taaa 1,200 missionaries, 7,000
churches, over 209,000 communicants; more
than 20,000 were added last year. ’

Stanley writes: “When I was at Lake
Victoria, eighteen years ago, there was not
a missionary there. Now there are 40,000
Christians and 200 churches. The natives
are enthusiastic converts, and would spend
their last penny to acquire a Bible.”

In South America, Mexico, Asia Minor,
Persia, Siam, Laos, Egypt and the islands of
the sea, the half cannot be told of the plant-
ing, the growth and the progress of the
Kingdom of Christ. — Assembly Herald.”

FACTS ABOUT SOUTH AMERICA.

South America was discovered by Cabral,
who reached the mouth of the Amazon in
1500.

It is a country 4,550 miles long and 3,200
niles wide, with 18,000 coast lines.

This continent is made up of fourteen
countries, and has the finest river system in
the world.

It has 37,000,000 of people.

The language of the people is largely
Spanish.

The religion c¢f South America is Roman
Catholic, in one ¢f its most corrupt forms.

South America as a whole is yet scarcely
touched by Prciestant missions, even though
it has about 400 Protestant missionaries.

The opportunity for missions in South
America has been greatly furthered by resent
development in commercial relations.

Ecuador, formerly closed to missionary
effort, admitted the first Protestant mission-
aries in 1896.—Sel.

The “Licensed Victuallers’ Advocate”
malkes the following confession :— Of 12,000
saloon-keepers of New York City, whose
‘good, moral character’ entitled them to
license, 8,000 have served terms in prison.”

Two English merchantmen recently stop-
ping in San Diego harbor were visited sys-
tematically by the local Endeavorers, with
the result that before the ships left port an
officer on each, and 19 men on one, and 12
on the other, had confessed Christ. A prayer
circle was formed on each ship.”
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WHAT A PRAYER MEETING SHOULD BE.

A good, common-sense paper is the fol.ow-
ing by Rev. Dr. Willams of Baltimore, in
the * Presbyterian Journal.” May it prove
helpful to the prayer meetings of our Church
in Canada :—

« It is, of course, a religious meeting. But
it differs from the usual Sabbath-day ser-
vice, and also from many other meetings
held in the house of God.

« It has a character of its own, and ought
to be the means of preparing the people for
the other exercises of the sanctuary.

“Tt is a place for the ‘ expression’ of reli-
gious thought and feeling by the people. In
the regular servies of the church these are
expressed by one personm, the minister, ex-
cept in the singing.

“In the prayer-meeting the people are
invited to take part in the exercises. They
can sing, they can pray, they can read the
Scriptures or a suitable article of a religious
character, or speak directly to the people on
some religious topic.

«“ When the people avail themselves of
these privileges, the idea of a prayer-meet-
conducted by one person it cannot be strictly
called a prayer-meeting. The prayer-meet-
ing, as we understand i, requires several
persons to take part, at least more than
one.

“ It is the people’s meeting, not merely
in the sense of the people being present, but
in the sense that the people conduct it. They
maintain and keep it up. The people’s
thoughts and emotions find expression in
this meeting. For this reason it becomes
an index to the condition of the church.
The minister can tell by it where his people
stand spiritually. If there be no prayer-
meeting he is ip the dark. If that meeting
be pecorly attended or languishes, he knows
that the religicus life of the church is not
very great. Where its privileges are appre-
ciated, we see a church life that is vigorous
and strong.

“Tn such & meeting the thoughts of God’s
people find expression in instruction, in
counsel, in encouragement. Their feelings
find expression in gratitude, in reverence
and in love to God and one another.

“ gnch a meeting, where mind wud heart
find utterance in devout expression, is wor-
shipful. Indeed, purer, more earnest wor-
ship may be the outcome of the prayer-meet-
ine than of the more stately service of the
sanctuary,
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‘“But the prayer-meeting is not only a
place for the expression of religious thoughts
and feelings, but aiso a place for the impres-
sion of religious thoughts.

“ Almost everyone who has been a regular

ttendant upon the prayer-meeting remem-
bers very distinctly, not only persons who
took part and thé subjects before the meet-
ings, but very decided convictions, the pra-
duct of those metings.

‘““ An author of some distinction says one
incident of his childhood he never forgot.
A good old deacon prayed, ‘ Lord help us to
remember what we ought to remember.’

“ The words of laymen come to us some-
times with more power than the words of
ministers. In the absence of ministers, lay-
men have carried on protracted meetings.
which have resulted in many conversions.
Instances are very many in which their
words spoken in the prayer-meeting have
made deep and lasting impressions. Here is
o field for work, when humbly accepted, as
fruitful as any other, and we may well pray,
in these times of coldness and indifference;
that the pious laymen would come and use
the opportunity which is offered them.

Not only do ‘the words of earnest, pious
laymen have weight in the prayer-meeting,
but coming, as they do, when mind and heart,
under the influence of the Holy Spirit, are
seeking expression, there is a power in them
that is calculated to make impressions of &
lasting character.

« Since there is so much undeveloped good
in the prayer-meeting, the pecple should
strive to attend. It ought to be in all our
churches far more than it is. If thisshould
be made what it is capable of being made
we would not need so many other agencies,
some of them of doubtful characier, to keep
up the interest in the church. It would give
new life to the church and fresh power to
the preaching, and bring multitudes of pre-
cious souls into the kingdom of God.

“The people should attend not only, but
should be ready, under the promptings of
the Holy Spirit, to assist in the meeting. To
this end the laymen should be ready to offer
prayer, to speak briefly and to the point, to
make a suitable quotation from the Bible, or
to sing a hymn, and do whatever may be for
the edification of God's people.”

You never can tell when God will take a
little word you may drop, like an arrow shot
at a venture, and cause it to strike some
hearer between the joints of the harness and
bring him down. Therefore, let no oppor-
tunity slip for speaking a word for Chrigt.—
Rev, A. F. Schauffler.
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A TITHING EXPERIENCE.

For the RRCORD.

When I was a lad of sixteen I went to
London, England, & poor boy. My salary
was fifty dollars a year as a commence-
ment, with doard and lodging. This was
all T had to provide myself with clothing,
ete.

I well remember the first night I spentin
that great city. In one of the largest
business houses, Iwas putinto a small bed-
room at the top of thehouse. ThereIknelt
down before I got intomy bed, and prayed
the Lord to watch over me and keep me,
and prosper me; and, like Jacob, I vowed
to give .to his cause a tenth of all I
received. This was sixty-four years ago.

Have 1 kept the vow then made? Ihave,
1 have been greatly prospered. Il have also
been greatly blessed by a sound healthy
body. I retired from the more active
duties of life at the age of fifty-five. When
in business I kept a regular and systema-
tic account of my profits, and also of all
sums paid for religious and benevolent
purposes. And to-day, an old maninmy
eightieth year, my testimony is this,
« Hitherto, I have lacked no good thing.”

1 would say to all young men and young
women, commencs life’s journey by giving
to the Lord. Do it from principle. Do it
systematically. ¢ Give as the Lord hath
prospered you.” Ihave made it the rule
of my life to act uponthe advice ofthe
apostle: “ On the first day of the week let
every one of you lay by him in stors as God
hath prospered him.”—Jonathan.

The above is from an aged gentleman in
one of our large cities, and is a worthy
example to all.

GIVING BY SYSTEM.

«IfI were as rich as those mill owners,
Inever could allow men with families to
wear their lives away working on such
small pay,’” said a woman of comfortable
circumstances, and yet, that very day she
was heard telling her washer-woman that
eighty-five cents was more than the other
woman hadcharged for the work, in a tone
that made the poor hard-working woman
meekly reply :
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¢ Pay me just what you paidher., Ineed
the job very much,” and1 grieve to say
she received bubt seventy-five cents for
Iabor in which no one engages except from
gore necessity. :

“IfI had money I would not see our
pastor suffer any anxiety about the small
salary he is expected {o have,”said a man,
and yet ifhe had given one-tenth of his
income each year tothe Lord who had
prospered him the deficiency would have
been made up at once.

‘“When I have a better salary Imean to
hire a pew in church, and give regularly
to sustain the educational work of the
missionary societies ; 1 am interested in
that:—""said a young teacher;but when her
salary was raised there were many
demands upon the extre income and her
donations were again postponed.

“«“IfIwere rich”—when Iam rich,” these

"are the ideas behind which we screen our

present selfishness, and call it generosity,
¢ generosity without the means to make it
evident.” It is a comforiable Jelusion;
but a delusion, nevertheless.

Begin now to show what you are going to
do, or what you would do with richesof
goul or character or income. R The way in
which you spend your little, indicates how
you would spend more. G?7c systematic-
ally. It has been proved thatsystematic
giving will bring rich earthly blessings as
well ag the higher ones.

If you have no money give systematic-
ally of yourself. Ifyou have no time for
church work, give themore systematically
of God’s joy ard sunshine though your
very presence as you go about your dally
work, and with each givi1 g your abilily to
give will increase, and blessings will be
multiplied to you.

Everyone can give. Money is not the
only thing needed. Time isnot necessary.
The world is erying out for comfort in its
hidden everyday life, the home life ; for
encouragement, for uplifting influgnees,
for brauty,for syspathy. Oan younofgive
some one of these? ‘“Freely ye have
received, freely give,” of whatever you
have in store and whether it be time, gkill,
prayer, tact, talent, conrage or money give
systematically and now.—In New York
Qbserver,
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PRACTICING THE WEEK OF PRAYER.
BY REV, DR. CUYLER.

The Week of Prayeris mainly important
for what may come after it. Very often
Christ’s people have followed a week of
seeking for the presence of the Holy Spirit
by many days of co-operating with the
Iloly Spirit, and large harvests of convert-
ed souls havebeen gathered.

But to pray for spiritual blessings dur-
ing a week, and then drop all thought of
the subject is as criminal folly as for a
man whose child is dangerously sick, to
pull the door-bell of a physician, and then
hurry away without leaving his message.
To ask favors from God and do nothing to
secure those favorsis aninsult to the Giver
of all good gifts.

In hundreds of churches prayers were

- offered last week for the conversion of the
impenitent. Conversion is a sinner’s own
act in turning from a path that leads hell
ward, and setting his feet in the path of
obedience to Jesus Christ; he does this
under the regenerating power of the Holy
Spirit who moves him, and enables him to
turn.

Bu$ there is a third party recognized by
the Apostle James who declares that ¢ he
who converteth a sinner from the error of
his way.shall save & soul from death.”
Then it is possible for you and me, my
feliow -Christians ! to convert our friend,
our neighbor, our child from a life of sin.
Not that we can regenerate a human
heart; & saved sinner mever can be &
sinner’s Savour. Jesusalone can perform
the divine work by His Spiri. But you
and I can bring an influence to bear upon
our unconverted friend; we can ply him
with persuasions; we can press Christ’s
claims upon him ag an atoning Redeemer;
ve can set Gospel-religion before him
attractively by kind acts and a consistent
rx mple; and 80 We may move him to move
himself towards Jesus Christ. That is
what the Apostles meant by converting a
soul; that is what Philip did atSamaria;
that is what Paul did ab Thessalonica,and
he afterwards said that those converts
were his ‘‘joy and crown.”
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A tremendous responsibility is thus laid
upon us. Ibisas' if Jesus said to us—here
is an immortal soul, worth more than
arithmetic can compute, 2 soul for whom
Ished my precious blood; now converb
him to Me. Heis put within your reach;
I will bestow upon you the help and the
strength ; now save this soul from death.

Farther yet does God’s Word go than
this; it declares thatif we ¢ do not warn
the sinner to turn from his evil way, that
soul shall die in hisiniquity, but his blood
will I require at thy hand!? The trust
is therefore tremendous ; and the reward
if we are faithful is inexpressibly glorious.
There is a crown and joy in heaven for us
if we can find even a single soul there
whom, by the Holy Spirit’s aid, we have
led to Jesus. What if we should not find
one?

Merely to pray in a general way for the
salvation of souis for ons week, and then
do nothing towards the fulfillment of our
own prayers is an awful mockery. The
word “ souls ?istoo vague ; it means every-
body and yet nobody. The Apostle says
“he that converteth a sinner ’—one soul.
‘We must fix our eye and heart on some one
person—one friend, one Sabbath-scholar,
one neighbor, one child.

The farther off that persen isfrom Christ,
the more earnestly should we go after him
orher. The harderthe casethe morenerd
of being reached—the greater the glory of
his or her conversion. Let wus, watch
opportunities. Let us seek wisgdom to act
wisely ; ‘“he is wise that winneth souls,”
In trying to do, we must not over-do.
Worrying an unconverted friend by in-
discreet “ nagging ’? at him, lecturing him
in a Pharisaic fashion, may only vex and
disgust him. Such blunders some weli-
meaning Christians make when they have
more zeal than common sense. )

Individual effort—such effort as the con-
gsecrated Harlan Page used {omake when
be was intent on one soul at a time, and
would not give him up—such effort will
be the evidence that our prayers-were
sincere, and not a pious mummery. -Re-
vivals commonly begin with individual
cases. One spark may kindly the flame.
May God arouse us, and help us to follow
a “ Week of Prayer’ with many days and
nights of putting prayer into practicel.
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s« THE IDEAL WHISKEY.”

¢The ideal whiskey.” I saw these
words in glaring letters on a sign-board
by the side of the railway. The audacity
of the term tickled my faney. I began to
construct for myself & description of the
ideal whiskey. .

It will be a whiskey that does not intoxi-
catd, I asid tomyself; a whiskey that does
not redden the nose, and blear the eyes,
and thicken the tongue into stupidity, and
befoul the mouth with vile oaths, and
blotch the skin, and coagulate the brain,
and inflame theblood, and nurture disease,
and burn op conscience, and paralyze the
swill, and stifle the affections, and trans-
form the son, brother, husband, father,
into a brnte, and the brute into a devil,—
that is what the ideal whiskey will not be
and do.

But hold! I said to myself; whatever
such a liquid as that is, it will not be
whiskey at all. The ideal whiskey cannot
snswer in any particular to such a des-
cription. Try again. .

Then I decided that the ideal whiskey,
if it must be whiskey, shounid exercise its
flendish power as rapidly as possible;
should, at the first touch of the drinker’s
lips, canse him to swallow the dose ina
mad delirinm, and as the fatal liquor de-
scended, in a flash it would draw down
¥ith it, proud reason, lofty purpose, ten-
der love, as & maelstrom sucks all things to
itself,—draw them inand drown them.

As the burning stream passed the lungs,
it would shrivel them up. As itpassedthe
heart it would make it a ball of black ¢in-
der. Asitreached the stomach, the man
would fall dead. No gradual heart-rend-
ing loss of this noble faculty and that. No
eating out of strength and joy, bit by bit,
from the lives of dear ones. No fall now
to a lower and then to a lower place in the
world’s regard. Improved machines work
more speedily, The ideal whiskey would
do in & moment what the ordinary whiskey
does none ths lesssurely, but in the course
of several years.

But then, I thought, while I am about it,
why not give this ideal liguid, one quality
more, and transform it into a greab bles-
sing? And so I gifted it with the know-
ledge of whose throatto run down, the
shrewdness toturn from the buyer often
to the seller, from the tempted to the
tempter, from the poor tottering wretch,
infirm of will, crazed with a fearful appe-
tite, to the diamonded, smirking villian
behind the bar; yes, and to the proprietor
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of the hell, in his luxurious home ; yes,
and to the voter that upholds his hands.
Into their greedy mouths the sensible
liquid leaps, and rids the earth of them
forever.

Ah! that must be the ideal whiskey.
How I grieve that I did not notice where
it is manufactured !—In C. E. World.

—_—

DR. GEORGE P. HAY’S STORY.

In an address some time ago the late Dr.
George P. Hays told a story of an old Ger-
man in Pennsylvania who, meeting a
young infidel who was to speak at the
school house in the evening, said :

“Is you the young man what is to
schpeak dis evening ? 7 .

“Yes, sir; Iam.”

¢ Vel, vot you schpeak about ? »

“My subject, sir, is this. ¢Resolved,
that I will never believe anything that I
do not understand.’ »

¢“Oh, my! is dotit? Vell, now, you
shoost take von leetle example. There,
you see that field, my pasture, overthere ?
Now, my horse, he eat de grass, und it
come up all hairover he’spack. Then my
sheep he eats de same grass, and it grows
wool all over him. And now vot you
think? My goose he eats de grass, too,
und sure's I tell you, it come all over him
feathers. You understand dot ? Heigh ? »
—Epworth Herald.

A SECRET OF SUCCESS.

Doing, not dreaming,is the secret of sue-
cess. Thinking out plans will not amount
io anything, unless thethought be followed
by a determined will to execute. Not a
faithful talker, but the faithtul toiler,
leaves the broad mark of work accomplish-
ed. “ Not he that saith, Lord ! Lord ! but
he that doeth my Father’s will ?; not the
son that promised, but he that went, was
the one who received the reward.  This
one:aing 1 do *—not *“This one thingI
think ?—mado a St.Paul. Whatsoever ye
do, do it heartily.”” Qoing about con-
tinually doing good was the examgple lef$
by Christ, and the promiseis given to them
who, by patient continuance in well-doing,
seek for glory and honor and immortality
—aeternal life.—Parish Visitor.
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“IDEAS ? AND “IDEALS..?

In our busy workaday world, fortunes
are made by men who have ideas. The
constant prayer of many young men is for
a good idea,a paying, workable scheme
for wiling money out of other people’s
pockets into their own.

But how seldom is there any propor-
tionate desire of dideals, which too many
young people regard as profitless and
cumbrous! A brilliant idea may yield
thousands of pounds, even if it refer only
to an improved match-box or a patent
suspender. But a high and fastidious
ideal may actually keep one back in the
race of life, by rousing the faculty of con-
science and the feeling of distaste for
rough and ready modes of advancement.

An ideal is just a sentiment of the heart,
so firmly and warmly cherished asto be-
come a principle ofaction. A youth starts
witha certain prepossession in favour of
honourable conduct, with a passion for
clean hands in business, for example ; and
this feeling movces him at critical moments
to take a decided stand, and perhaps to
put himself in definite opposition to com-
mon ways and opinions.

In the issue, many throw away their
ideals entirely. They dismiss them as
pretty but unpractical emotions, and
become what the world calls hard-headed,
go-ahead men of business.

.Yst the lo sof the idealis an irreparable
one. IiLis the putting out of the Divine
light in a man, afier which he remains
truly diskined and shadowed. To go
through }i ¢ without iueals is to be a
creature i unmwixed clsy, untouched by
theimmortal thhe. This isbud to say what
was meant by tLe question @ ¢ What shall
it profit a man ifhe shall gain the whole
worl@d, and lose¢ hi.s own soul 27

Unless we keep within us a warmflame
nfhigher sentiment,the love ofthe true,
and beautiful, and good, we become soul-
lessbeings. Wenay besuccesstul workers,
prompt and accomplished men of affairs,
but we are really dead as regards that
which constitutes atrue and vital man-
hood.

The greatest Tear her ever known among
men gaid: - Seek ve first the Kingdom of
H-aven.”” What higher ideal could He
h wve stated than that? And he putsitin
the forefront to show that it oughtto be

théleading motive. If our life isto bea
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true success, a fully developed and real
life, not a meresuccession of experiences or
material developments, it must start with
the highest possible emotion, the love of
God and all that God approves and re-
quires. Religion is the cultivation of the
ideal. For itdrawsus upward at all times,
and in every task; to the unseen and un-
selfish ; it purges us of low motives and
base desires; it keeps alive the heat of
heavenly passion ; it reminds us that our
abiding city is yet to come. Living in the
atmosphere of religion, we can do the
world’s work none the less busily or well ;
but we do it for the ideal motive, and we
seek beyond and through itihe ¢ mani-
festation of the sons of God.””—The Chyis-
tian Leader.

GENTLE MANNERS.

There is no doubt that in this pushing
world of ours, the courtesies of life, those
indefinable nuances of voice and manner,
that indicate good breeding and refine-
ment, are in danger of being largely cur-
tailed. So keen isthe rivalry, so intense
the strain, so bitter the losses and dis-
appointments, that the savage elements
seem to come ‘into play, and most of us
have neither the time nor thetempiation
to attend to graces ofbehavior.

The word, the tone, the gesture betray
the man or woman of refinement. The
true gentleman, for instance, is even-
tempered, never loud of speech or dress.
He posgesses the quality of self control.
He is not boastful or vain. He will not
prateof himself. He will not insist always
upon his rights, but can gracefully waive
his privileges. He will respect his neigh-
bor’s convictions. He will be scrupulous
of his word. He is modest, deferential,
careful to avoid offense, but not a “mush
of concession.”?

There is no religion without gentle-
ness. The kindly tesmper, the thoughtful
act, the courteousdeed, thegentle manner,
are as much part and parcel of religion as
the mechanical repetition of prayers and
listening to a sermon. What wretched
hypocrisy to be scft-voiced in our petition
to God and cruel-tongued in our inter-
course with our neighbors —Jewish Mes-

. senger.

Keep the heart shining, and you will
soon have a face to mateh if,
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DATE OF CLOSING THE ACCOUNTS OF THE CHURCH.
- The special attention of Congregational Treasurers is called to the fact that the
Accounts for the year close on the 31st March. All contributions intended to go into
this year’s Accounts must be in the hands of the Agents of the Church at that date.
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*OQwing to accident, not of Mr. Morrison’s, hisreciipts do not appear this woenth. They will bo in next issue.

FORRA? OF BEQUEST.
¢I leave and bequeath the sum of,—[the amount being written in words, not in

figures]—to the .

Fund of the Presbyterian Church in Canada

,—(Here

state whether Eastern oxr Western section)—and I declare that the receipt of the

Treasurer for the time being, of the said
sufficient discharge to my Estate and Executors.”

seseseneeewn Fund, shall be a good and



