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: i L, TEE . o
Tradhees” Puepavation H,wafley

 Likssox 8. NOVEMBER 2bth, 1894, dth Q7 \mrER,

Tpposition to Christ. Marx 3: 22-3.

( Commit to memory verses 23-26,)

GOLDEN TEXT. © - DALY PORTIONS, .
. _+"He came unto his own, and his own re- (The Selections. of the-I. B. R. 4.)
' icexvedhxm'not: . John 1z 15, MonNDa s —Opposition to Christ, -
o Prove Taar Mark 3: 22.35:
God cares for his:people.  Ps. 103: 13, Tuzspay--The-Occasion.
, SHORTER CATECHISM, w | Matt, 12: 22-30,
et 103, What do we pray for in the| ' IONESDAY—Christ e onemy,of Satan.
_ third petitim? A. Ys the third petition 3¢ 55
(which is, 7%y will be done on: eartl, as it is| THURSDAY—Satan Caat Out.
in Kudgen), we pr:g, That God, by his grace. Rev. 12: 7-11.
- would make us able and willing' to know, | FRIDAY—Resistance to Satan,
obey, and submit to-his will in- all things, as _ . Eph. 6: 10-20,
thie-angels do in-heaven, SATURDAY—The Sin of Apostasy,
- - LissoNn HyMmns. ) Heb. 10: 21°31.
- CHILDRENS HYMNAL, WNos, 4, 8o, 39, | SABBATH~The Son Rejected,

Matt. 2i: 33-42.

THE BRETHREN OF OUR Ldnb.

- 'Regardizgthese there are three theories : (1) They were children.of al’os,eph and Mary; (2)
~ they were children of Joseph-by a.former wife ; and (3) they were children of Cleophds and-

Mary, the sister-and namesake of the Virgin, - ’ .
{1} The first view we-believe to-be the correct one for, {2) it was the view of the carly

Christian church 3 (3).it is a.plain inference-from the language used, note what is implied in
Matt, 1:25 (““ till ¥) ; Luke-2: 7 ( firet-born® compared with Rom, 8: 29; Col. 1: 1%, 18;
Heb. 11: 28; Rev. 1t &, this term has no meaning if there were not others afterwards), and
~{¢)-the term ** brother ” never has any other mearing tha.. its-commen one in-the New ‘Testa.
f ment, and terms for kindred merely are used whenrrequired. The only real argument against
this view is the fact that Jesus on-the cross commitied his mother to the care of John, It is

E . inferred that if he-had had brothers-he would have entrusted her to them. But his brothers

E.

-

did not believe on him, and John was-much: nearer in «ympathyto hoth his mother and hirself. .
(2) The second view has.no support from Scripture or history, ’
. (3) ¢ The third theory was introduced by Jerome, avowedly in defence of the extreme
valiie set on the virgin life by hifself and sevesal of his contemporaries. It has'no-ground in
tradition, and.therefore rests exclutively on what evidence can-be adduced for it from Serip-.
* ture. ‘It proceeds on the idea that James, our Lord’s brother, was one of the apostles {Gal
¥ 19); if so, he must have been James, the son of Alph=us.  The mother of James and Joses:
~-Mary—was.present at the crucifixion, and:she must have been the wife of Alphzus, who
was father of James. John-{19: 25)-tells us that * Mary of Cleophas or Clopas,’ perhaps the
Virgin's sister, was at the crucifixion; she was the mother of James; James-was, therefore, the
f  consin of our Lord. This statement is further supported by asserting ‘that in Scripture brother
. frequently denotes mere relationship, as-when Abraham calls Lot his érozher (Gen. 13: 8); by
&% the plausible identification of Alphzeus and Clopas; by stating the improbahility that there
&% couldbe two sets of brothers, called James, Joses and Simon, the one disciples, the other
, brethren of our Lord, On the other hand it is alleged, and with great truth, that this argu-,
“ ment from Scripture is very weak. It is not at all impiobable that there were two sets of
brothers bearing these names, the commonest-among the Jews, mare especially if they were
g cousins., Itisalmost impossible to believe that the bret of our Lord were among the
3 twelve aposties, as this theory supposes, because we find (1)-that our Lord’s brethren werenot
8 amonz his followers afte the calling-of the Twelve (compare Mark 3: 13- 19 with 31-35); {5}
The TRACHERS' PREPARATION LEAPLET I published woekly by the General Assembly’s Sebbath School
Corumittes, Presbyterian Ohurch in-Canads, .ot 35 cents-a year, of 250, if four.or more coples are senbts
one-person.  Address Bev, T. ¥ Fotheringham, 307 Sszen-gtreet-, 8t John, N. B, :




. mapy) yor they, o, arein league with Satan. If it

John tells us that on to near the close of his winistry his bretheen did not believe in him
{Jobn 7: 3); {3) his brethren were most likely constramed to belicve in him by our Lord’s
special appearance to James after his resurrection (1 Cor. 15: 7); {4) after they did become
helicvers, and were of consequence in the infant church, they are distinguished from the
disciples (Acts 1: 14). Our Lord’s brethren are always mentioned in connection with Joseph
and Mary (Matt. 12: 47; 13: 55: Mark 6; 3; John 2: 12; Acts 1: 14), never in connection
with- Clopas and his wife Mary; and, lastly, it islikely that when the Scripture says brethren,
it means brethren and not cousins,” (Lindsay.)

NOTES AND EXPLANATIONS.

INTRODUCTORY. The multitude thronged around Jesus so that he and his disciples could
scaxcely find leisure to eat bread.  So little-did his friends and relatives understand the mean-
ing of this that-they began to'fear that the excitement had affected his reasor, and proposed

- to place him under restraint, Taking advantage-of thisthe Pharisees declared him to be in
league with Satan himsclf. This charge was the-culminaticn-of their calumnies, and, reflect-
ing as it did upon the.character of that power which he wielded as the Son of Man, demanded

- sevete rebitke, -Our Saviour’s-unanswerable reply and solemn warning form the subject of
_ our lesson to-day. Parallel passages, Matt. 12: 22.50; Luke 11: 14-23; 8: 19-21.

LpssoN PrusN, I, Christ’s Enemies. vs, 22-30. II Christ’s Brethren. vs. 31-35.

- L Curists ENemigs. 22. Which|and cowardly. In parables — The word
-carme down from Jerusalem—-They came-| means, literally, *“a placing together,” a com-
from the great centre of Jewish piety and |parison, a similitude. A mere compérison
learning, and-would be much venerated by the | without-a narrative is called a parable-(x Sam.
“provincial” Galileans, He hath Beelze-| 10: 12; Mark 13: 28) as in the lesson. Gen-
hub—Matthew (11- 22-24) tells us that he'had | erally, however, it means a fictitious story,
justcureda man who was possessed with a | true to nature, in which persons and places
devil and was blind and' dumb. The people ' have real, not allegorical, names. A jfable
were beginning t6 ask one another, ‘“Is not | does 20t regard probability,but intentionally
this' the Messiah?” Then the enemies of | violatesit. The parable usnally aims at im-
Jesus tried to make the people think that these | parting refsgious, the fable moraf, lessons. An
eyil spirits only pretended to be afraid, and | allegory differs from bothl*!pmble and fable, in
that they were really in league with him to giving its characters self-interpreting names.

- make-the people believe that he-was the Mes- | Tt describes real facts:in a figurative manner;

siah, when he was one of themselves. Bee/- the parable gives a-figurative meaning to real *
2ebub was the God of Ekron (2 Kings i: 2). ‘ facts, while the fable gives a figurative mean-

The pame meant *“the god of flies.” The | ingtoan unreal narrative. Four parables or
ews, by changing one letter, Beelsebul, made | illustrative stories were spoken on this occas-

it mean ‘“ the god of filth,” and*ap}p‘lied it to Iiong Three are found in the lesson and another

Satan, This last name is the one Luke wrote |inthe parallel passage, (Matt, 12: 43-45). How

and the scribes used. They néver denied the | can Satan-cast out Satan—He would be

fact that demons were there, and that Jesus | fighting againsi himself, ulling down: with one _
reasily cast them out. Mati:9: 34; 10: 25; hand what he built-up with the other. It was'

Luke 112 155 John 7:-20; 8: 48, 52. the part of Satan to torture with disease

23. He called them unto him—Mat- | (Luke 13: 16), but Christ came to deliver

" thew says “he knew their thoughts,” He. from this bondage. He made men well and =~

¢ - would see them passing around among the. ,happy. This was-not Satanic work. )
- people-and whispering their self-contradictory,  23.98—¢ Satan must have less:thai buman

sfender, So he called them to the front, that j prudence if-your chaige be true. The king-
their complete sefutation and utter confusion | dom of Jarkness is.at war with itself; and must

‘mightbe seen-of all. Their action was mean- speedily fall,” In Matthew’s account Josus
said, “ If I by Beeizebub vast cut devils, by

";_vhon;; do.your b«;ﬁildxen—gsst t’he(xxI out? there- ~

t fore-they shall be your judges.” (Matt, 12: 27.)

Oapem:mmo 25’0"0 fed { ** Your children,” means.the disciples of thézsc B

Bethsolda O | m%l;ig.h I}:x the schuols.of thc;1 Ph}?rise&,hasm
: j-called-higher magic was taught, by which de-’
Mogdald 0 s;:l;:e j mons:were to be expelled and drawn out of
Hattin © { the noses of persons posséssed, by heans of
Cin Tiberias O
1

Chorazin Bethsaids Juliag

X | | certain roots, by.exofcism, and by magic form-
o J @300ted | ulag supposed tohave been derived fr%‘m King
> { Solomon.”  Qur Saviour does not acknowl-
j edge that these unmeaning and superstitious_
practices-ever ejected a demon, but he uses -
theﬁz@mgmiuﬂgadgomim:{)”. “llf onewho -
: - - T really casts ont devils must be in league with”
3 X ers’ Month- Py R
Iyﬁﬁgg’{;ﬁgﬁmg}ﬁ;ﬁu‘;gm& Houth  Beelzebub, then your disciples are impostors

“O Nasareth 2




3 not Bataw’s work, but God’s, then it is an
evidence of the advent of the kingdow: of God,
the Meussanic dispensation,”

27, The strong man—By the *¢strong
man* Christ means Satan.  His house, or pal-
ace, is the place where he holds power, either
this world gcnemlly, or the persons of the
¢¢ possessed.”  Christ, by casting out the
¢ strong man,” and rescuing men from him,
shews-that he has conquered and bound Satan,
and is therefore not in alliance with him, but
his.mortal foe. Isa. 49: 24; 61: i. Christ
conquered Satan at His temptation. Spoil
—plunder, carry off.

28, All sins-shall be forgiven—There
is no limit to God’s forgiving love except the
one which wicked hearts make for themselves.
‘While men continue in sin they cannot be for-
given,

29. Blaspheme against the Holy
Ghost—(Matt. 12: 31; Luke 12: 10; 1 John
8: 16.) *“ The sin against which these words
are a-terrible but merciful warning, is not so
much an act as-a state of sinon the part of one
who,.in defiance-of light, and of sez purpose,
rejects, and-not only rejects but erseveres in:
rejecting, the warnings of conscience and the
grace of the Holy Spirit.” ;Maclean.) “Our
Lord intimates that his slanderers were on the
brink of that sin from which there was no re-
demption. There is a limit to divine mercy
and forgiveness.” ({Lindsay } (Eph. 4: 30;

1 Thess. 5: 19; Gen. 6: 3.) There issuch a

thingas a sin which is never forgiven. But
.- those who are troubled:about it are ‘most un-
likely to have committed it.” (Ryle.) ** All
* wilful, wanton, -determined- opposition to the
- work of the Holy Spirit, either in others’ hearts

or our own, especially when engaged in by

those who profess allegiance to the Holy
Ghost, approximates this sin, To a certain.
extent the sih appears to have been left pur-
posely undefined, the note of warning is indefi-
* nite, that it may caution all against transgres-
sing the bounds beyond which forgiveness
- never reclzims. (Abbott.) Hath never

fcrﬁiveness- Not because even this was in,
1

and in the nature of the thing absolutely
unpardonable (for no.reason can be given why
speaking-against the person of the Holy Ghost
should be in itself of greater maligoity than
speaking against Christ, or against God the
Father himsels), but because it was an obsti-
nate rejection of the last means of conviction,

and-an evident token of incorrigible malice,”™

i {Clarke). Itis not a-sin of ignorance or pre-

sumption, but of defiance. (Heb. 10: 26-2.)
Mattbew’s account adds, ‘“neither in this-

> world, neither in the world to come.” *He
imeant simply-tosay therewere no possible cir-
{cumstances in which the offender could find
.- forgiveness, He certainly did #0# say that any
‘sin unpardoned here would be pardoned here-
§ fter,” (Barnes.) Is guilty of an eternal
§ sin (R, V.)—{john 3: 19.}) Tte punishment
35 perpetual because the sin is perpetual. The

sin excludes Ezrdon because it excludes repens
tance,” (Schaffl) ““Forgiven sios ave sing
that are taken up by God from the burdened
conscience of the sinner, and, as it were, ¢ cast
‘behind his back,’ or ‘into the depths of the
sea,” but unforgiven sins abide forever on the
souls that committed them. The language is,
of course, strongly pictorial, but most solemnly
significant.” (Morison.) In Matthew’s nar-
-rative Jesus adds in effect, * Be consistent, If
the fruit is good the tree must be good. {fmy
doctrine and' works are contrary to those of
-Satan then the{
tree is known by-its fruit.’” (Matt. 122 33.)

I1. Curist’s BRETHREN. 8h Hisbreth-
ren —{Matt. 12: 46; Luke 8: 19). Their
pames are given in Matt. 13; §5 and Mark

his mind, and wis
home with them and be taken care of (verse
21).
’tendency to confuse the fervor of enthusiasm
‘with the eccemricity of disordered genius.
¢ Paul thou art mad,” was the only comment
which the apostle’s passion of exalted elo-
quence produced on the cynical intellect of
the Roman procurator. ¢ He hath a devil,?
was-the inference suggested to many dull and
worldly hearers after some of the tenderestand
divinest sayings. of our Lord. ¢Brother Mar-
tin has a fine genius,’ was the sneering allusion
of Pope Leo X. to Luther. ¢What crack-
brained fanatics,” observed.the fine gentlemen
of the eighteenth century when they spoke of
Wesley and Whitfield.
50 coarse, was the thought which filled the
‘minds of Christ’s wondering relatives, when
they heard of this sudden and amazing activ-
‘ity, after the calm sectusion of thirty unknown
and unnoticed years. As yet they were out of
sympathy-with Him; they knew Him not, did
not_fully believe in_Him; they said, ‘He s
beside Himself.”” (Farrar.) Standing with-
out—Probably they could not get into the
house for the crowd, and passed the word in
that they wished to see him. :

33, Who is my mother ?—He implies
that thefe is-a relutionship to-him as the Son

mother. ¢ It is remarkable that in the only
two instances, until the crucifixion, where
Mary figures in the gospel, she appears in
order to be retProved by the Saviour, and to
be placed, as far a5 the mere maternal relation
is.concerned, below obedient sepvants of God.
These passages must be regarded as protests
 laid up-in store against the heathenish emi-

Mary, and especially against that newly-estab-

‘lished, dogma, of her being without sin from
‘her birth, which they so signally contradict.”
{Woolsey.)

34. He looked round aboui—Notice
{ how oftenthe look of Jesusis.referred to (Luke
6: 10; 22; 61). Them which sat about
‘him — his disciples. Matthew says, ‘‘he

6: 3. They fbou%‘ht that he had gone out of
shed to persuade-himto come .

cannot-spring from him—*‘the .

¢ To the world there has ever been a~

Similar, though not .

-

of God which is holier than even that of

nence which the Roman Church assigns to -



streithea forth bis hand tower? his disciples.” | Mary, and Jose sh, and have ealleddhem “The
How tender and foll of gracions aieaning the | Holy Faraily,” but there is a halier family than
look, gesture and words. Rom. 8: o3 Heb, | this, and eve F Sunday Scheol scholar may be
2: 333 1 John 3: 2. a gxzexgbex; g ﬁ tCh’r’li} will cgl: yotu }éia
. 88— Those who are “bom of God,” are | brother, * his ““sister,” if you will try te do
the children of God, and Jesus is their elder | tne will of his Father ffom thfi{h&m Matt.

- brother. Painters have shown us Jesus, and 10: 375 John 152 143 143215 Heb, 23 1.

BLAOKBOARD REVlEW '_ »
Chns\’s Enemies Chr:st' Brothers )

A yALICIOUS LANDER NXIOUS J°RIENDS

ORTAL ,!N SWTTACHED 3 OLLOWERS

“Ee is nnt asuamed to call thgm byethuen.”—Hzs. 2: 11, |

s

DU Ten Milnutes Normal Drill

Based-on the text-book, ** The Sabbath: School Teacher’s Handbook; or, The Principles and )

Practice of Teaching, with special: reference to the Sabbath School,” and- prépaxed by Princi-

+ pal Kirkland of the Tosonto Normal: Schoo!.

TELUNB -AND GUESTIGNING (GHAPTEB VIE)

Qﬂaliﬂcatious oi’ the Quesﬁonem

. 1 A thomugh knowledgeof the. Subject -
2 Powertothink logically and clearly.
3 A knowledge of good models of the art of queshonmg.
.4 Practxce 3n the acmal eﬁ'ort of questmmng.

1

m ‘Tests of & Goonueshom ‘ ‘ - 2.—

t

i

( Co:tmmea’ ). . - o 5

E

I, Thelunguage of the questjon should be simple and familiar to the scholat,
2, ’l‘he qusuon shionld-be definite and free fiom all amibiguity. -
3 4 - 4 suited'to the capacity of the-scholat,
4 ¢ « ¥ ¢ acked in-the fewest possible words,
. K o w o at.first-and gradually increase in difficul
g. i “ AL fgsgropornon togtm. 1mp¢’;rltnance of the subj‘éctg
7. k6. a8 “ admit-of o definite answer.
8 - 0@ *  be given in'such-an order as to'forma systema!xc and pro-
gxesswe development of the subject.
9. A good quéstion must-have the element of the unexpecfed init It should' suz-

prise the mind with some fresh and.novel view of the.subject.
10. Questionsshould be {1} On the words of the lesson ; (2) To exercise the under-
standing; {3} To develop spmma! traths,

,W"-M“'*y,

1




