Technical and Bibliographic Notes / Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best original
copy available for filming. Features of this copy which
may be bibtiographicaily unique, which may alter any
of the images in the reproduction, or which may
significantly change the usual method of filming, are
checked below.

NV Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

Covers damaged/

Couverture cndomimagée

Covers restored and/or laminated/
Couverture restaurée et/ou pelliculée

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

Coloured maps/
Cartes géographiques en couleur

Coloured ink {i.e. other than blue or black)/
Encre de couleur {i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

Coloured plates and/or illus‘rations/
Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

lz Bound with other material/
Relié avec d’autres documents

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion
along interior margin/

La reliure serrée peut causer de |'ombre ou de la
distorsion le long de la marge intérieure

D Blank leaves added during restoration may appear
within the text. Whenever possible, these have
been omitted from filming/
Il se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutées
lors d’une restauration apparaissent dans le texte,
mais, lorsque cela était possible, ces pages n‘ont
pas été filmées.

n Additional comments:/
Commentaires suppiémentaires:

L’tnstitut a microfilmé le meilleur exemplaire qu’il
lui a été possible de se procurer. Les détails de cet
exemplaire qui sont peut-étre uniques du point de vue
bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier une image
reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une modification
diins fa méthode normale de filmage sont indiqués
ci-dessous.

Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommagées

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restaurées et/ou pelliculées

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages décolorées, tachetées ou piquées

D Pages detached/
Pages détachées

‘ I Showthrough/
Transparence
Quality of print varies/
Qualité inégale de {'impression

I Continuous pagination/
]

| Pagination continue

includes index({es)/
Comprend un (des) index

Title on header taken from:/
Le titre de i’en-téte provient:

Title page of issue/
Page de titre de |3 livraison

Caption of issue/
Titre de départ de la livraison

Masthead/
Générique (périodiques) de la livraison

Pagination is as follows : [241] - 284, [i] - iv p.

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/
Ce document est filmé au taux de réduction indiqué ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X 2X 26X 30X

12X 16X 20X 24X 28X 32X



\GERS FRIEND,

E OF THE YOUNG. |

1 AT . \

CEMBER, 1854, [Nos. 11 & 12,

TORONTO :

. H. BENTLEY, FOR JOEN DONOGH,
CHRISTIAN GUARDIAN STEAM PRESS.

- D

Price Four Pence.




- T

/|

. . !
. NOTICE TO OUR READERS. !
We have bean” delayed a month beyond the usual time of our istuey
being able to get our suppl ot‘PaQer,owin 1o the scareity of Watetal)
mill (so says the paper maker.) We, are, however, making arrangems
toimport.our paper hereafter. - ':

List of Leiters and Subscriptions received for the “ Cotlag
Friend? from November Tth, to December 31st. |

Jas. Miniong, 28 6d, Belamy’s Mills P. O....... Rev. W. Coleman,i
«for J. ];Y.x‘.’s. 6d, North Gower P. 0.; A. G.C. 23 6d; J. M. 2s Sd,mﬁii
mond P. O......::Re¥. T. Culbert, remfor Mids-M. H.2s 6d; Miss &
28 6d, Protoa P, O......_Rev. J. Dingman, rem for S, D.2s 6d; S. W,
2 6d; R.J. 256d: 8. T 23 6d; —'R. Esq.2s 6d; pledse. gend
R’s christian name. W. McD., Esq 25 6d; J. Wi 2s6d; T.B.. 2
rC. 256d; A, O, W. 25 6d; Miss Il B, E.; Mr, G,, Lindsay P.0...
7.T,256d; W, G.256d; W, T. 2 6d; J, W. jr. 95 6ds S. F, &
Qakwr .d P.O. RBrother Dingman, yourist entitles you to 4 _cbpies'gti
rod

I thercfore_send you2......Rev. A. Campbell, rem Jfor I P
Bticefield P. 0.; G, 8. 2s:6d; P, C.2s6d Clinton P, O....s..B

. Campbell; T will send you: bouad-copy, . - .

T NOTIOBI -« . -
T]HE present nnmber closes the First Volume of the « Cors
~ QER

— 3

L ggr’s Frievp a8 Guipx.or Tuz Youse. Owingto the Jiberal su
with Which our little work has been favoured, we. bavedetengined to
_tinue its publication still enother year. Weaate cow prepared tore
subscriptions for 1853, Loping that all these who have favoured.us with
. paironage during the last year will siill continue, not only-their.own s
. scription, but try.and procure atTeast four of their friends, or neighbou
-subacribie 8lso: . I
Tlh,e First Volume, neatly half boun?, gy had of the Publisher, price]
“acl. : LA

' THREE THOUSAND SUBSCRIBERS
- WANTED IMMEDIATELY - .
' : roR®EE . T .
- COTTAGRR’S FRFEND;
L : asp_ S
. GUIDE' OF THE YOUNG. . |
MINlSTER»S, Pos. Masters, and ‘knhierg, }gj?ﬁi_r‘i'g to b of
Agents for the shove Worlk, will receive ah}gegg‘,_.d;scounh_;
"4 CCORDING 10 the new Postage “Law, the Postage on the 0§
X ager's Friend-is oty 1. per quaster, of 44, per year, |

Back Numbers. g%??ﬁéd to ol new Subseribers Addres,
letter, Post Paitl) * Cottagers. Friend"Toroute.  *

v



THE

COTTAGER’S FRIEND,

AN

GUIDE OF THE YOUNG.

Yo L] DECEMBER 1834. [Nos. 11 avp 12.

WINTER AND ITS ASSOCIATES.

“Thou crownest the year with goodness,” said the inspired Psalfnist;
asentiment this which recognized the fact that each successive season
brought its own evidences of the Creator’s love and care. Wesay
not but that winter in other latitudes may pass over more mildly and'
with less alteration in the face of natare than in our own; and we
leave our talented friends Duncan and Mudie to detail the philosophy
of these differences, as well as the varied appearances, zoological, bo-
{anical, and meteoric, which this season, in the different parts of the
earth, exhibits. OQur task lies in a different direction. Christianity
itk ws gives the winter a peculiar charm, especially to religious
seefety < our family cireles are better comparted together when the
daylight closes with, or before, the hour of tea, and the ir ducements
1o wander abroad no longer exist. The evening services in the house
of God are jn general better attended : persons whose occupation or

! profession required all their hours of daylight in the summer, now
- take their places in their much-loved chapel or church. The softened
gaslight, the comparative stillness of the surrounding world, the con-
» sequent seclusion of the sacred place, and the connected and hushed
attention of the congregation, are all circumstances to be looked for-
ward {0 and welecomed ; und so favourable are they to the spread of
religion, at least in our home-society, that Christians are now in the
habit of* considering the early and the latter months of the year os
seasons of especial grace, and in which ‘we more confidently look for
the conversion of sinners, and the establishment of believers in faith
and holiness.  'We take the liberty of reminding our friends, the read-
arg of the Cottager’s Fricnd~—who are nearly all members of religious
families, and we would fain hepe religious, or secking to be so, them-
sélves—that the winter is an interesting scason of duty. The prob-
- able coldness of the weather, joined to the darkness of the morning
bours, will make rising early a work of severe self-denisl ; but if self-
dvial and vedeeming time be Christian duties, it will be noble .0 as-
L
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sert practically the superiority of the expanding mind over the we %
be indulged body ; as well as pious to make a sacrifice for Go
Christian females, on account of their natural delicacy, will oft
shrink from the keen and cutting atmosphere, when the appointei
hour arrives for going their rounds to present their tracts, or to collugR
for Bible and Missionary Sucieties,~a department of toil which v
ally falls to their lot ; but when their health is not likely to be endes
gered, a courageous promptitude and perseverance will have the by
plest effect upon themselves and upon the cause which they sernf
Mr. Wesley once said, in reference to a bilter journey he took into (i
north, in the month of February, 1745 : “ Many a journey have Ih:§
before, but onc like this I nevey had, between wind, and hail, and riy
and jce, and snow, and driving sleet, and picreing cold. But it is p
Those days will return no more, and arc thercfore as though they
never been,

‘ Pain, disappointment, sickness strife,

Whate'er molests or troubles life;

Ifowever, grievous in its stay,

It shakes the tenement of clay;

When past. as nothing we esteem,

And pain, like pleasure, is a dream.” ™
It is well for us to have high examples ; and though we cannot
upon our young friends to cmulate the toils of that great man, yeivg
may exhort them to imitate in their sphere the hallowed cheerfuin
with which they were encountered.

In winter the privations of the poor are generally great, out-do
employment being scarce, and fucl dear ; and although the poord
our country are greatly clevated in point of comfort over the con
pouding class in other countries,—Russia, for instance,—yet com
with the flourishing tradesman, or even with the higher mechanic.
lower labouring classes have to struggle much with their indigerg
Nor, ss far as legisletion is concerned, can it be otherwise in an&
pire whose very social existence depends upon the harm.omox}‘s uz
of high and low, rich and poor : so variously are the gifts of Pr
dence distributed, whether of wealth, or influence, or wnsdpm,
equality among men can possibly have no existence but an ideal &
and that only in the dreams of infidel political theorists. Tt wasty
authcrity which said, ¢ The poor ye always have with you.
then we want the bland influcnce of our religious youth. Go
who are beloved by your families, and esteemed by your Chri
companions, and during the months of winter, go, with whatever
fluence and address God has given you, and form to yourselvesac
of attached and gratefal friends in the cottages around you. It
necessary that you should always, or even often, give money
money may not always be at your disposal to give. You effectz
when you take an affectionate interestin their SOrrows, trials, and w8
when you speak cncouraging words to their children ; when 58
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g% hombly and modestly remind them of the claims of fheir God and
% Seviour ; and when oceasionally you use your influence to obtain for
i them, from your respective homes, little comforts, however small or
W iosignificant those comforts may he in themselves. O what floods of
 temptation from the minds of the poor would a gencral course like
Bl this remove ! T'oo many of them are persuaded that benevolence
% and love are fled from the earth ; but here this persuasicn is refuted.
& You cach will make the names of your families vencrated in the cir-
P cles where you reside, and will bind in the strongest social bonds the
B3 closs to which they belong with that of which yourselves are members,
[ —x result not brought about by enacting human laws, but by carry-
ing those of Christianity into full effect. Y ou each may, according to
Sy our piety or talent, become, without any temptation to ambition, the
Foresiding spirit of a given locality, and may be the honoured instru-
fments of peopling the Sunday-schools and the church of God, as well
as contributing to an indefinite extent to the amount of domestic en-
jovment. Much more might be said on the subject of duty; but we
must not trench on the office of the Christian pulpit. Suffice it to
21, that duty and enjoyment go hand in hand.
B The winter has its recreations, and especially those which are con-
Rccted with social intercourse ; and it is by no means to sadden or
pterrupt those retreations that the writer would quote the well-re-
pembered saying of the Apostle, “ Whatsoever ye do, do all to the
lo-y of God ;" for he is persvaded that a consciousness of our heav-
Bty Father’s complaceney, combining itself with all our attempts to
iease, or desires to be pleased, will, on the other hand, make the
pheerful more cheerful, and the amiable more amiable still.  vening
Partics, in the way that they are often managed, it must be acknow-
foiged, are productive of anything but rational and pure enjoyment.
ot us not give offence by saying so, and let us not be deemed cynical ;
or that is a character which we hold in perfect abhorrence, loving as
do everything that belongs to young people : and if we give ex-
pression to, we will not say indulge in, afew strictures on this subject,
it be attributed to the desire we feel to see our social circles more
forthy of the Christianity and inteiligence which we are assumed to
ssess, and more productive of that sacred cheerfulness which every
e who feels aright professes to desire.  In the first place, too little
serimination is observed in sending out the invitations to an evening
garty @ persons of the utmost disparity in age, and of the most oppo-
e dastes, arc brought together ;—the young and the aged, the
ouhtless and the meditative, the refined and these who have not
en favoured with equal advantages. Even if all eve good, they are
Bbod in their own way ; and thus wlen they are introduced into the
om, they are each in fear of the other, and a painful restraint is im-
sed on every one. There is no one present but has his or her
ourite soul-stirring theme ; but how shall it be zdverted to in the
ce of s0 many who are supposed to have no ear and no feeling for
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the subject ?  There may be in the whole a treasury of fecling and i

formation ; but how shall each individual contribute 2 portion, fro
ed on, as imagination would suggest, by the uncongeniality of s
rounding companions ?  One or two attempt= may indeed be madet
those who have most scelf-possession ; but, if they are met with in
ference, after this they are made no more, and the individuals rey
themselves to listen and contribute to the common-places of the hoJ8
After this tea appears ; and it would be very sad if' the refined co
tesics of Christian politeness and benevolent feeling, which are due
the softer sex should be withheld ; but besides this, the conversatig
which now confessedly becomes more auimated, is too often m
painfully flippant. A running fire, so to speak, is kept up betwe
certain of the youthful party ; an incessant ad caplundum skirmisi
a cetching at words ; an ascription of motives; a wilful misund
standing of sentiments : not thosc occasional and brilliant turps whicR
the truly talented and good can give to a passing remark, embodyinjiee
as they ever will, both mind and benevolence ; not those Lright SN

stingless pleasantries which like sunbeams illumine the soul witho
picrcing or annoying the feelings ; but an everlasting play with t
drapery of conversation, until the less ingenious are wearied beyon§
mensure, like the tortured father who tells his romping boy to play 3
mory ; and till those who are only spectators of. this wordy tourn
ment hardly know into what tangled thicket the principals have jostl
themselves. After tea comes the attraction of music; and a g
attraction it is, when not hackneyed and degraded. But the cha
is frequently lost from there being too much ; every lady being
quired to take her turn at the instrument, from the mosc skilful
former with the most perfect piece, to the youngest student with i
most lesson-like composition ; and every gentleman to accompany,
the music requires it, according to his ability. In a youthful compas
of unequal talent, persevs of good taste are soon satisfied, at leufe®
within the compass of an hour; and persons of no taste at all ares
first indifferent, and theu, if the performances be prolonged, hecony
annoyed, and earnestly wish for the hour of refreshments, which soo
er or later arrives, and with it very frequently the flippancy of the tes
table too; and soon after, and without prayer to God, the par
separate,—the thoughtless confirmed in their tendencies and babiy
and the pious and thoughtful wounded with the conviction that
evening has been irrecoverably lost. In all this there is nothing fi
the heart. There may be alittle for the surface of fancy, or ingenuity:
but it is not by either of these that a deep interest is taken in the pu
poses for which our kind friends so often call us together. To tbd
kind of sociality, as a source of happiness, we may apply the wordsd
the blessed Redeemer : “He that drinketh of this water shall thir
again.” The writer would again disclaim the remotest intention «E9
diminishing the enjoyments of the winter parlour : he would rath:jeH
enhance them, and ih Cowper’s words would say, :
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“ Let no man charge me that I mean
To clothe in sable every social scene,
And give good company a face severe,
As if they met around a father’s bier ;
For tell some men, that pleasure all their bent,
And laughter ull their work, is life misspent,
Their wisdom bursts iato this sage reply,
‘ Then mirth is sin, and we should always cry.’
To find the medium, asks some share of wit,
And therefore''tis a mark fodls never hit.
But though life’s valley be a vale of tears,
A brighter scene beyond that vale appears ;
Whose glory, with a light that never fades,
Shoots between scatter’d rocks and opening shades :
And while it sho vs the Yand the soul desires,
The language of :he land she seeks inspires.”

hat hag-bzen said, has not bzen said in anger, orin satire, or in
icnle ; but in sorrow, and still more in the hope that our young
nds will dovise a more excellent way. :
In order fo assist in finding that more excellent way, we might ad-
¢ thus, or in some such way as this. Let discrimination be used in
ding invitations for an evening party ; let the individusls be as
ach slike as possible in their tastes and feelings, and circumstances ;
at when brought together they may breathe a congenial atmosphere ;
t none may be daunted at the presence or disaffected taste of an-
her, and thereby be prevented from giving vent to the language of
heart in reference to his or her best-beloved subject. Let not the
mpany be too large ; for, in such a case, the warmth and glow of
iality cannot exist, and in despite of almost every effort, the whole
ll, in the course of the evening, be broken up into groups and sec-
u3 completely isolated from each other, that is, as far as the purpo-
of friendship are concerned. Let the invitations include a pers on
known intelligence and influence if it be-possible, who is known to
interested with the society. of youth, and who is alive to all their
pathies : such a person may frequently be found in the Minister
the congregation ; and when he cannot be had, one who fills some
bordinate office in the church might profitably take his place.

Such a person is generally presumed to have at his command &
d, greater or less, of anecdote and recollections ; and with this ad-
tage he could lead the conversation without the least appearance
obtrusion. 'The circumstances of the occasion would lead him to
this ; his influence would justify him in doing it ; and nothing but
de apathy, or offensive loquacity, on the part of those who were
und, would prevent him from being completely successfal. A well-

d anecdote of the great, the illustrious, and the good, whether
y are living or dead, or a revived passage of- private history, has
1in a well selected-company. called forth a most animated and de-
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lightful conversation. Many of us can recollect secing the faces of
our fricnds radiant with Kindly excitement and delight, when somey
kind person in the semicirele has, by o single glance at some one gonef§
by, and qualified by a comment of Lis own, sentus all to ous principly
and opintoas. There wili be differences of opinion, no doubt ; and
would we have those differences of opinion suppressed, and a tame
acquicscence forced upon every propusition, for fear of offending
against a fulse politencss 2 By no means.  That might do very wel
in a hollow and heartless state of society, but not where candouar ani§
love, in their own beautiful simplicity, are mlowed to reign.  No;
those who are well-iuformed and pions will be glad to state the:§
views, and modestiy. and with tender respect to others, will endeavouls
to support them. They will draw out the fulness of their own hearts|§
and the fulness of the hearts of others, and the coldness of mere cenjl
mony will have no place ; and if there be any present who have o
inclination for this mode of spending time, and who rather throw «j
ohstacle in the way thercof, they ought to be humbled, to think hosjg
far they have yet,to rise in the scale of mental and Christian improvs
ment, before they can be truly interesting companions to odhers, o
truly happy in society, and in themselves. Let your arrangements
then, as regards invitations, be well made : and seldom will there b
reason to regret that the allotted time has passed, either in unmeanin
frivolity, or cold reserve. <

If music be introduced, it would be well to coufine the performanclig
to the most select compositions which you are familiar with ; anij
then it will not take up all the evening, and a distaste will be create8
against everything that is inferior : for there are many young peop:f
who love doggerel music at the piano as littie as they love doggerdf
poetry in their albums.  Handel, Haydn, Mozart, and other gresgl
masters, are as unapproachable in this department of genius as MiltoJ8
was in his ; and the more their works occupy our hours of musicigl
re reation, we humbly think, he better, In the former, especiallcy
there is an uncarthliness and pure sublimity, which one can hardidg
deseribe.  Many of our young friends are apt to argue at great lengtig
the questions, whether the singing with a musical accompaniment, i
what are popularly termed songs, be sinful. Many sweeping ass
tions have been made in their hearing, both on one side and the othe
and too little discrimination has been directed to the subject. M3
Wesley, who was a man of fine taste, both as regards music and liter:fa8
ture, has named as one of the disqualifications for heing and contisrgg
ing a member of his societivs, *the reading such books, and singinii
such songs, as do not tend to the glory of God;” which i3 in hadf
nothing more than u reiteration of the apostolic precept, before quig
ed, and the only dircet and authoritative rule which we have on g
subject. Therule, though general, is beautiful and concise, and ampiie
sufficient for our direction. 'The music cultivated in the home cir
may Le divided into four classes. 1. That which is merely instrume
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4l and never accompanied by the voice. 2. Sacred music ; such as
ke compositions of Handel, and Mozart ; anthems, hymn-tunes, and
he pieces adapted to sacred poetry. 3. Songs which, although not
rictly saered, ure not inconsistent with Christian morality, and with
Sm most refined affections of the human heart ; such as, “ The even-
he bells” “The Canadian boat-song,” and most national airs. 4.
ueh compositions as are attached to romantic, sentimental, orlicen-
ous poetry.

Now with regard to the first of these, mere instrumental music, the
Imgination is affected without the vid of language—by sound alone ;
dead the imagination is left to elicit its owa deep spintual language ;
d this will be pare or impure, sintul or sinless, according to the
iritnal state of the individual, and the degree in which the cou-
ience is sanctified by the word of God and pragyer.

lAbstract music being one of the media in which the external world,
trour adorahle Creator, iz made tv commune with the spirit within
k—nmny, in proper subordination to the duties of life and religion,
e caltivated to his glory, and will in that case be not only & pleasing
Bercation, but a rich intellectual enjoyment.

% Sacrel song may undoubtedly glorify God ; for it is spoken of with
Epprobation in his word, and has been used in all ages as the medium
K clorifying him.  But here again, as in the last case, every thing
§ill depend upon the metives and feelings of those engaged : a Chris-
Ran party in 2 room is different from a mingled and worldly multitude
g an oratorio ; and amongs: the former it generally ministers to that
Budly intluence which distils its balm upon sarctided society.

] “ The former and the latter rain,

The love of God, and love of man.”

g Sones of the third class mentioned, partake of the neutral character ;
But if the sentiments be morally pure, the imagery chaste, the spirit of
®e song elevating and ennobling, they may be occasionally introdaced
githout prejudice to personal religion, or the cause of piety in gene-
' a pure and tender conscience will, however, select the most un-
Becoptionable subjects, and will err rather on the side of rigid scruple
®ao of laxity. Where there issuch caution, neither the word of God,
B Mr. Wesley's rule, is violated ; and peace of mind receives no
foind.  Great attention, however, here must be paid to times and
BFcumstances ; for recreations, which at one time are useful and inno-
&t at others are positively sinful. _And here the Christian youth of
her sex must take a firm stand. Lot the accomplishments or voice
p what they may, it is hard to withstand the solicitation of company ;
it the Gospel of our Redeemer must be honoured by a dignified
Beision. The good Mr. Wilberforce was atiractive in this line on
g first introduction to society ; but those attractions, being a source
& temptation, were afterwards a subject of sorrow.

With music of the fourth class we have named, no members of

('6
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religious families can have anything to do. ‘Whatever charm it may
seem to offer to the imagination or taste, its direct tendency is to corg
rupt the heart. There is a proscribed list to be strictly registered)
both for Christ’s sake, the church’s sake, and our own sakes. A wel
informed and pious mind, however, needs no casuistry : a single glany
at a subject, in connexion with the word of God, will discover in
moment its religious bearings ; experience will testify as to the usuj
religious effect of any given recreation upon the feelings ; and botk
conjoined will discover the truth of what the apostle taught,—* Whe
soever is not of faith is sin.”
But we must not tarry on & theme which requires a so much ablg
pen than ours. We would merely suggest that the buoyant cheerft!
ness of our winter evenings should be invariably tinged with the swed
spirit of the Gospel ; and thus should we avoid that painful sense
vacuity, and that more painful feeling of condemnation for time mi
spent or lost, which on party occasions has so often been felt. To on
interesting friends we would likewise say, Be not too anxious abox
refreshments. Liet the passage respecting Martha and Mary instrud
us ; be not too oppressively kind in pressing various dishes, or win
or fruits; for how many have suffered in their health through
excessive, though well-meant, hospitality of their entertainers ! 14
both body and soul be unclogged and free. And why should m
every social occasion be closed with _the singing a hymn and prayer
If there lurks a secret aversion to this sacred exercise in the bosom
any one, it is a sure test that all has not been right, and by somew
hallowed thoughts or employments the peacefal serenity of the s3
has been disturbed. In spite of the vulgar abuse which has be
levelled from certain worldly quarters, against what were jterns
« psalm-singing parties” the employment rises far above such lo
ridicule. 1t appears to have extorted, in a moment of light and ¢
viciion, the approbation even of Burns, if we may judge by his « Cd
ter’s Saturday Night,” although he was no spiritual man himself :
assuredly the poetry of Charles Wesley, or Dr. Watts, carrying b
mind heavenward, like trembling fire, when sung in the swelling b
monies of the profound psalmodists, is calculated to raise a group!
higher in the scale of intellect, and goodness, and joy, than the disl
of the symposium, or the varied tones of the many-voiced worl3
especially when all is closed by the untainted heart pouring forth
fulness ja solemn prayer to God the giver of all good. Let usrena
ber the sacredness of time. It bears us rapidly into another st
and if we will fill our allotted sphere, of duty, a happier lot awaits®
the Christian has nothing but joyful anticipations ; but his joy ¢
pends upon his Christianity. No man on earth was more incessatf
devoted to the duties and calls of religion than Mr. Wesley ; but
man was ever more cheerful : as Mr. Watson beautifully says, “vosy
tion and disappointment passed over his seréne mind, like cloudsonl
a bright summer field ;” and this description retained all its truth v
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declined into the winter of his life. Let, then, our business and °
easures, a8 in his case, all turn towards the Zion where the pious
d the good of all ages are already assembled. These lumble lines
ogate no censorship, or superior discernmment : they are offered to
interesting and beloved class of the Christian community as an im-
rfect token of the author’s sympathy with and interest in them, and
the hope that the great objects which we all have at heart may be
moted. :

A GLIMPSE OF HEAVEN.

The Christian theology contains subjects of thought which, above

others, tend to elevate and sanctify the human mind. Partially
explains the mysteries of our present state, and particularly those
oral emotions by which we are connected with the divine law and
ith eternal life. :

But when we are led to think. of that future world in which redeemed
an shall forever dwell, who can express the advantages of that posi-
on to which Christianity conduets us for our mental prospect, espe-
ally when placed in eomparison with every other dispensation ? It
tous what the summit of Mount Nebo was to Moses ; we look
rth from it on the boundless prospect of our future rest. :

Heaven is a subject on which the imaginative faculty will ever exer-

itself, and very often irreverently. Many minds in their poetry
d glow will create an imagery which is not sanctioned by the Bible,
d which will lead to conceptions that darken and mislead. This
izorous, but sometimes lawless, power of the soul should then be so
curbed in its flight as not to go beyond things revealed ; for even .
them there is scope for the greatest mind and the longest life ; and
that which is written be so imperfectly learned, it is unholy to pierce
o the secret things which belong unto God.

1t is with sériousness and a calmed understanding then, that we form
ourselves, from the holy Seriptures, & few general thoughts respect-
g the heaven to which we hasten ; although, in expressing them, it
it be scarcely possible to.avoid figurative language. In the very
promise of mercy which was made to man as a sinner, th‘f\aift of
ral life was involved. The fulfilment of the promise was made to
pend upon our obedience to the conditions of the redeemiag cove-
, and upon the issue of our period of trial. The doctrines of the

But the system of types which was established under the ancient
wish law seems to stand before us as the first representation of the
veoly state.  'With St. Paul for our authority, we look upon the
macle as+a shadowing forth of those things which are in the
L2 . ‘
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higher sanctuary; all its parts seem to present to us impressi
instruction. The most holy place which was therein was veiled
dark. The sacred emblems of the interior could not be exposed

of its sanctity. The Jew could only hear of it as 2 place of the
sence of God ; he could not, he durst not draw the veil aside, kno
ing that instant death would punish his presumption. And th
separated by a veil does heaven stand from us. It is the object of g
faith, and not of our sight ; were it otherwise, the moral principle
trust in God, which is so necessary to a dependent creature, could n
be matured and brought forth. Our clinging to a future state, wh
the details of it are in a high degree hid from us, is a sublimer act
confidence than if every particular wereknown, and brings more ab
dant honour to the work of the Holy Spirit in the Christian's mi
The Hebrew tabernacle, too, contained the ark, which was the
ing symbol of the divine presence. All the pious, there is no dou
believed in the omnipresence of God ; but here he was visibly man
fested, as being near by an overshadowing cloud which sometims
sent forth rays of gxcessive light ; he was here in a sense in which i
was not elsewhere. By this we are taught that God is only seen wi

proached except by the High Priest, once in the year. Nor could i
approach without the blood of a divinely appointed victim ; even
part of the ritual seemed to show that a sacrificial offering was the

medium of his permitted entrance into the Holy of Holies.

behalf ; he has no birthright to eternal life, nor could it ever be gained,
except by that way which Christ has opened. Man has been preceded
by his Redeemer, who has shown the path of life ; or, to use the
sentiment of the Prophet Micah, * the breakeris come up before him”
Orver the propitiatory, or mercy-seat, the cherubim were seen bending:
exprgasive ewblem of the compla®ency of those spirits in human re
demption, and of the unutterable charitiés of that glorified society
which shall be formed at last by the union of angels and men !

Such were the instructive figures appointed under the old covenant;
which, when illustrated by the writersand A postles of the new, enabled
mankind to speak consistently, though not adequately, of the world
to come. ’

Andlet it be especially remembered, that the builders of the Jewish

tabernacle were all inspired persons. Both Bezaleel and Ahisamach,
aswell as Moses, were filled with the Spirit of God.
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. The Holy Ghost was, therefore, the author of the whole work ;
none else was adequate to it ; fyr such deep things were merged in
that portraiture of heaven, that when it was to be traced out for ghe
henelit of those on earth, his own infinite resources were absolutely
required ; he who reveals the mind of God cun only shaw what the
divine mérey intends in reference to man.

Next unto emblematic teaching stand those declarations of the
Bible which speak of heaven as a state in which evil, with all its
adjuncts, shall have passed away. Therising of evilinto the universe was
#a mystery, not unto the ineffable Being who permitited it, but unto
those who languish under its influence ; an exposition of it in the pre-
fent state cannot be looked for ; the reasons of eternal Providence
Emust be left unto eternal life.  Bvil is understood anly in its workin
jand effects ¢ that a greater good will result from a divinely aided ang
Beonquering struggle with it, is matter of glorious hope ; but for the
fpresent it marks our physical condition with instability and paia, and
Jour spiritual with a sorrow which makes it needful alwayg to pray and
gnever cease.  How serene in bliss must be o sinless universe, when
Sstanding in contrast with the probatiouary state ! Even here evil is
Bolen like the opaque cloud which gathers round the sun on its rising;
git discovers the power of the light, and draws from its rays their deep-
Ber beauty ; but it i3 beyond the last ray of time when we shall be
Aclled to see the sublime relief in which vhe dark and bright stand
gout from each other, and to understand the words of the angel to St.
#John : © And there shall be no more curse.” If the malediction be fully
fitsken awar, nothing can hinder the fountain of good from sending forth
B 10 all sanctified beings its clear and endless supplies.

But our reasonings on this subject necd not be all negative. Man
declarations of the Bible show that the saved portion of our race shall
have, in their final state, an accumulation of positive happiness which
is infinite.

8t. Paul, in 2 besutiful example of gradation and climax, pursues
this great object of desire ; and with him it is uperbolés eis uperbolén
 tionton bares dozes, (2 Cor. iv. 17)) a phrase never fully translated.
f When his thonghts have attained their highest clevation, the lofty

predicate is still germinant. It sctws to mean, as near as we can say,
aglory ever springing from a glory. The term doxza Is often used fo

mnify the cffulgence of those divine manifestations which have been
made to the outward eye, but here it includes those which the spirit
anreceive.  The Apostle bimself speaks of it as a glory which shall
herevealed in us, calling it, at the same time a weight or pressure ;
thus intimating that heavenly light and joy would be st present insup-
%artahle, and that it is imparte® from God by everlasting impulse.
edeemed men shall see his face ; this is the highest possible privi-
legge, }ljming enjoyed by those regal and glorious spirits who surround
tae throne.
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Whatever may be the strength or beauty of the renovated huma
form, tothe souls of the just made perfect God will be allinall ; an indis
vaual propriety in his fulness a3 claimed by one will not at all detract
from the same benefit as claimed by another; even as here wereceivein
mass the solar rays, and yet no single individual has less of . light, be
cause they are widely and continually diffused.

Heaveniseternal. Thisis a revealed truth of the utmost sublimity,
but all our attempts to grasp it must be considered as only so many
apgroxima,tions. So long as we can define the eternity of Gof
and of heaven only by negatives, so long must the attribute remain
a matter of adoring faith, and of faith only, to all who an
created, All shall be ever learning, but never able to come eithe

to the perfect definition or the adequate knowledge of the truth.

The mountains which surrounded the sabbatic land of Canaan wes
called everlasting, because they had, from time immemorial, raised
their heads, unhurt amidst all storms, sublime and immovable. Hoy
much more firm are the hills which bound Jerusalem above, the
mother of usall ! * The growth of knowledge and dignity in the sainty
shall be the only index of their duration.

In such ways as these may we attempt to contemplate the fut
condition of the saved and sanctified, and well would it be bothf
political and religious society, if these contemplations were more f
euent. Our time is sacred because it is so short ; it is the sphere]
which the great question whether we shall enter that region or no
is determined. Why should not heaven be the great pattern by
which all things and all institutions are tested 2

Thoughts respecting the order and subordination of its inhabitan
the depth of its devotion, the vital and thrilling sympathy which bi
all into one, must, if entertained, tend to influence this distraci
world with equal power and advantage. But man, like a sturdy
adberes to many an oft-tried scheme of folly, and lies buried in ki
earthliness cven when misery has been the price of his experiex
Heaven is intended to be our home ; and therefore it ought to bet
subject of deep meditation, in order that a pure and elevated staie
mind may ever direct us, until called by our Redeemer to the glorie
and inalienable possession.

omt———o—

THE HUMAN BODY.

‘When it is said that God formed men out of the dust, the wa
which we translate “ formed” is the same which is used in the potter
work, to express the moulding and®ashioning of the clay, into w
form he pleaseth, according to the imaginings of his own fancy. T
word which we translate “fhe dust of the ground” properly signif
such earth as potters usc to make their vessels of, in any kind or figu
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tisnot dry dust, but moist and suppleearth ; and the work is repre-

nted s if God with his own hands had formed and moulded the body
fman ; so that man truly was, as he is said to be, “like clay in the
ands of the potter.” (Job x. 8, 9 ; Isaiah lxiv. 8; Jer. xviii. 6.)

But then, though in forming the body, allusion be made to the pot-
er's hands, it was formed by the plastié power of the word alone ;
nd though done in an instant by the Almighty Word, the greatest
astery and exactness appeared in the work.  A'dam, the son of earth,
a5 fashioned outwardly “in the truest lineaments and proportions of
oint aud limb, and the justest temperament and disposition of feature
ind complexion, in perfect strength and beauty. How masterly and
vonderful is the frame ! 'The bones, that extend and support the
hole ; the chords and sinews, those firm and curious ligaments that
ie the joints together ; the muscles distributed throughout the flesh,
hat covereth us, that serve for all the various movements of the body,

f the heart and lungs, to preserve life in a constant tenor of breath
ud blood ; together with the place and figure of the other vessels, so
dmirably fitted to’ receive and perfect our nrurishmenteto retain the
ecessary and discharge the superfluous parts of our food : bat more
han all, the mest curious and exquisite ®organs of sensation ; their
uick and instantaneous communication with the brain, that seat and
brone of the mind, before which the senses present themselves, and
ake their report to the understanding : all these were formed and
isposed in such pefection, that every one, with the psalmist, may cry
ut, “ I am fearfully and wonderfully made I”

Thus Adam-and Eve, our first parents, the archetypes and patterns
{all their posterity, were formed at once, in their full strength, sta-
re, and perfection, without any blemish, deformity, or defect ; and _
¢ out of the earth, and #he out of him, appeared in perfect beauty.
hat any of their postenggy are deformed, is owing to that distortion
fnature which was infroduced by sin, the fountain of disease and
ortality —Felton.

WAR.

0fall the enigmas of human affairs, one of the most perplexing to
he phihsopher is the continued recurrence of European war.
carcely less than & third of the thousand years since the rise of Eu-
ope from the chao$ of barbarian invasions has been involved in war.
bat Christendom shoald have thus trauspanied into its bosom the
rious habits and savage enmities of the heathen world ; that with
¢ universal protest of commog sénse, with every voice of Christianity
roclaiming its insult to heaven, with the universal evidence of its in-
ictions alike on the victor and the vanquished, of the general worth-

es8 of its prizes, and the infinite precariousness of its fortunes.to

Eg
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all,—war should still be the desperate game of nations, is among the
intricacies out of which unassisted reason has never found its way.

Here then we sce, how much the ¢ foolishness” of Scripture is wiser
than the wisdom of men; and what knowledge even of humm
things he throws away who scorns the simplicity of the divine
word. War is not all the madness of man ; it is a much monr
awful thing ; it is the vengeance of Heaven. Bold as the assertion
may seem, the Preacher will be sustained in the assertion, that the
great majority of the wars of modern Eur.  have been judicial pun-
1shments for the suppression of the Scriptures, and the persecution of
the church that upholds and honours the.s. Yet che assertion wil
seem bold only to those who, in the whirl and noise of the machinery
of earth, forget that there is a hand above which moves and guides alj;
who, wrapt in the dust raised by their own footsteps, think that all,ty
the zenith, is therefore dimness ; who, sending their glance only alon;
the misty surface of the world, mistake their circumscribed and shif,
ing view for the horizon ; see every trivial object in the path magni|
fied ; and finding grandeur in trifles, and substantiality in vapour, ar|
blind even to,the world around them, The assertion will be bold ouly;
to those who, if they had seen the fire from heaven pouring on the
“cities of the plain,” would haveargued it into some casual fury of t
elements ; who, if they had lived in the days of Ahab, would haw
looked on the three years' drought and famine but as a luckless visitz
tion of the air; or who, if they had lived even when the abominationd,
desolation, the Roman banner with death in every fold, waved againg
Jerusalem, would have plunged into wise absurdities on the “ interests
of the two nations,.and speculating, with the sagacity of self-conceit
and the knowledge of willul ignorance, would have speculated on;
while the Christian, fixing his eye above, saw the fiery visage of th
avenger, throngh his clouds, and in the rogg of battle heard but tk
thunder of his chariot-wheels.

It can be made a matter of the plainest Estoric evidence, that 1hy
chief wars of Europe, and more especially those most desolating ones
from the thirteenth century, when the Church of Rome, attainiag th
summit of its supremacy, established persecution as its law, have hy
their root in religious tyranny. In cvery instance they have followed
close on some signal injury to the Reformed Churel, and followed wit
a severity of suffering on the perseeutor, which unanswerably leadst
to the true source of the infliction. Thisis the distinct affifmation d
Seripture ; aud the actual circumstances are made the subject of me
graphic detail. But war, with all its fruitlessness,its miseries, and its ma}
aess, has not been the only scourge in the divine hand. The famines thd
have so often turned the fairest portions of Furope into a wildernes
have not been without a moral caflse. The pestilences that ha
swept Europe, till they left it like a grave, have had their Mission. Th
appeal of the persecuted church, which the tyranny and pride of ny
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dixlained to hear, has reached the ear of ITeaven ; the groan from the
dungeon. the agony of the scaffold, the cry of the widow and the fa-
therless flying before the sword of the cowled homicide, the prayer of
the Martyr from the flame, those have rizen up in memorial hetore God.
The ground has not drunk up their sacred blood : it has pleaded be-
fore their Father's throne, and the answer hds been vengeance,—the
furies of battle, plague, and famine, sent down upon the persecutor.

And this, too, follows the analogy of that Revelation which, though
the very word of peace, came “ not to send peace but a sword ;” and
nat less the solemn sentence of Him who, on laying the foundations of
his fuith, declared, “ that whosoever shall fall on that stone shall be
broken : but on whomsoever it shall full, it shall griud him to pow-
der’—{ Matt. xxi. ££.)—Croly.

CONSIDERATIONS FOR YOUNG MEN.

Reading i3 a most interesting and pleasant method of occupying
our leizure hours. I am aware that men of businecs have usually
inle time to devote to the improvement of their minds, Their active
Boccupations must neceessarily engross their chief attention. And yet
g the business of life there are many unoccupied hours, fragments of
ime, which, if carefully gaihiered up and duly improved, would afford
Bpportunity for reading a great many useful volumes, and of acquiring
Boch useful knowledge. If there are any persons so deeply engaged
@ business that they can find no time to read, I would say to them,
@loke time. Itis not meant that you should spend the whole of your
l a5 a mere beast of burden, providing only for the body; while
o2 leave the miad, the immortal mind, to famish and starve. The
rth is, all men have, or may have, time enough to read. The diffi-
ity is, they are not careful io improve it. Their hours of leisure

cither idled away, or slept away, or talked away, or spent in some
manner or other equally vain and useless ; and then they complain they
bare 1o time for the culture of their minds and hearts. This is all wrong.
e infinite value oftime is not realized. It is the most precious thing
g0 the world,—the only thing of which it is a virtne to be covetoys, and
et the only thing of which all men are prodigal. Time is so precious.
jiat there is never but one moment in the world at once, and that is
ays taken away before another is given.  Only take care to gather
8) vour fragments of time, my friends, and you will never want leisure
¥rihe reading of nseful books. Andm what way can you spend your
accupied hours more pleasantly than in holding converse with the
e and good through the medium of their writings 2 To a mind not
Rltagether devoid of curiosity, books open an inexhaustible source of
oymens.  And it is a bigh récommendation of this sort of enjoy-
gent, that it alwaysabides with us.  Nothing can take it away. It is
B the mind ; and go where we may, if our minds are well furnished and
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in good order, we can never want for meansof enjoyment. The graud
volume of nature will always lie spread out before us ; aud if we kuow
how to read its wonders, the whole world will pour at our feet its
treasures, and we shall hold converse with God himself.

But to those who are un-accustomed toread other books, this sublimg
volume must of course appear an unmeaning blank. They cannot read
the glorious lines of wisdom and power, of majesty and love, which
the Creator has inscribed upon it : all is to them a sealed book, and
they pass through the world none the wiser for all the wonders df
creative power and goodness by, which they are surrounded.

A taste for useful reading is an effectual preservation from viey
Next to the fear of God, implanted in the heart, nothing is a bette
safeguard to the character than the love of good books. They ar
handmaids of virtue and religion. They quicken our sense of duty,
unfold our principles, confirm our habits, inspire in us the love of what
is right and useful, and teach us to look with disgust upon what is los,
and grovelling, andvicious. It is with good books as it is with prayer
the use of them will either make'us leave off sinning or leave off read
ing them. No vicious man has a fondness for reading ; and no m
who has a fondness for this exercise is in much danger of becomiry
vicious. He is secured from a thousand temptations to which I
would otherwise be exposed. He has no inducement to squa
der away his time in vain amusements in the haunts of dissi
tion, or in the corrupting intercourse of bad company. He h
higher and nobler sources of enjoyment to which he can have acc
He can be happy aloue ; and is indeed never less alone than whe
alone. Then heenjoys the sweetest, the purest, and most improvi
society,—the society of the wise, the great, and good : and while
holds delightful converse with these, his companions and friends,
grows into a likeness to them, and he learns to look down as from
eminence of purity and light, upon the low-born pleasures of the d
sipated and the profligate. .

The high value of mental cultivation is another weighty motive
giving attendance to reading. What is it that mainly distinguishes
man from a brute ? Knowledge. What makes the vast difference th
between savage and civilized nations?  EKnowledge. "What forms

rincipal difference between men, as they appear in'the same sociely
%nowledge. What raised Franklin from the humble station of a prit
ter's boy o the first honors of the country ? Knowledge. 'What too}
Sherman from his shoemaker’s bench, gave him a secat in
American Congress, and there made his voice to be he
among the wisest and best of his compeers ? Knowjed
What raised Simpson from the weaver’s loom tc a place among
first of Mathematicians ; and Herschel from being a poor fifer’s b
in the army, to a station among thg first of astronomers? Knowleds
Knowledge is power. It is the philosopher’s stone ; the trne alchen
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at turns everything it touches into gold. "It isthe sceptre that gives
our dominion over nature ; the key that unlocks the storchouses of
ation, and opens to us the teeascres of the universe.

And suppose you that her last victory has been won,—the utmost

mits of her dominion reached ? Nuy, my friends she has bu. com-
enced her march.  Her most splendid triumphs are yet future.
'hat new honours she has o bestow on her followers, into what new
1ds of conquest and of glory she will lead them, no one can tell.
er voice to all is, to rally “around her standard, and go forward
doid her victories, and share in the honour of her achievements.
one are excluded from this high privilege. Her rewards are proffer-
to all ; and all, though in different measures, may share in her dis-
ctions, her blessings, and hopes.

The circumstances in which you are placed, as members of a free
d intelligent community, demand of you & careful improvement of
e means of knowledge you enjoy. You live in an age of great men-
lexcitement. The public mind is awake, and society in general is
st rising in the seale of improvement. At the same time, the mesns
fknowledge are most abundant. They exist everywhere, and in the
chest variety.  Nor were stronger inducements ever held out to en-

idening and spreading around you : the road to wealth, to honour,
usefulness and happiness, is open to all ; and all who will may enter
pon it with the almost certain prospects of success. In tais free
pmmunity there are no privileged ordors. Every man finds his level.
he has talents, he will be known and estimated, and rise in the re-
ct and confidence of society.—Hawes's Lectures,

UNCLE SAM.*

Children. TxcLe Say, is it not very dangerous to go to sea ?

Uncle. There are many dangers both by sea and by land to which
vellers are exposed ; but there are certainly peculiar dangers atsea.
ailors, if any persons ought to trust in God more than others, are
lled to do so. There is a very beautiful passage in the Bible on this

* The facts mentioned in this dialogue are taken from an interesting
eriodical, called, ¢ The Sailor's Magazine, and Nautical Intelligencer ;”
ublished “ under the direction of the British and Foreign Sailors’ So-
iety.”  This Society is accomplishing a  very blessed work among
ilors.  We have read the Magazine with much pleasure. We are
ankful that there are now very many ships, each of which has a
hreh, & company of praying men, i it. ’

.
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subject. Here it is ; in the one hundred and seventh Psalm. Begin
to read it for me at the twenty-third verse.

C. “They that go down to the seain ships, that do business iy
great waters ; these see the works of the Lord, and his wonders in the
decp.”

U. They do, indeed, even when the weather is fine, and the voyage
goes on safely and pleasantly, But read on, and you will find o de
scription of a storm at sea.

C. “Tor he commandeth, and raiseth the stormy wind, which
lifteth up the waves thereof.”

U. Tt is just so. When there is no, wind, the sea is as smooth ass
looking-glass.  When there is just a pleasant wind, the waves seem to
be pleasant Lkewise. But when it is a “stormy wind,” then the waves
are like vast hills, with deep valleys between them. I have stood aa
the deck, and have seen another vessel ouly a few hundred yards dis
tant when it was on the top of the wave ; but when it went down inte
what sailors call the trough of the wave, (the hollow between two
waves,) I could not sce even the top of her masts. It scems fors
minute as if she had actually sunk.  Ouly, she is soon lifted up
agam.

C. Why, uncle, that lifting up, and going down, are exactly what
the Bible speaks about. It says, “They mount up to the heaven
they go down again to the depths: their soul is melted because of
trouble.”

U. Yes ; they not only go up and down, but are tossed about, s
that they roll from one side to another ; and even sailors, though they
are accustomed to the motion of the vessel, can scarcely stand ; indeed,
they arc viten obliged to hold fast v something or other, or they
would not be able to move on the deci.

C. So the Psalmist says, « They reel 1> and fro, and stagger likea
drapken man, and are at their wit's end.”

U. That is just the case in a storm, when the waves toss the largest
ship about as if it were only a cork on the waters. Sometimes the
deck is in one position ; sometimes in another : and as the sailors
have often much to do in a storm, when they go about the deck, they
cannot move steadily, but literally “reel to and fro, an stagger, like
a drunken man.”  Nothing ever gave me such an idea of the utter
weakness of man, as the sight of a vessel, even of the largest size
tossed about by the billows, as if the occan were indignantly mocking
the pride of man, and resistlessly throwing his mightiest works about,
as though they werc so many straws, And yet, my children, such
knowledge has God given to nan, that though he cannot absolutely
resist the fury of the elements, he can so skilfully zuide his vessel, 25
often to escape it. 'F'his knowledge is God’s gift ; and therefor,
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hile I have felt how powerless is man as in the hands of the storm,
have admired the skill which was permitted to supplythe absence
f power.

C. Sailors have sometimes very narrow escapes, have they not ? *

U. They have, indeed, and very thankful ought they to be when
ey experience them. Sometimes they are ; but too often, the feel-
gs which were occasioned by danger, pass away as the danger,
But finish what the Psalmist says on the subject.

C. “Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble, snd he bringeth
em out of their distresses. He maleth the storm a calm, so that
e waves thereof are still. Then are they glad because they be quiet;
he bringeth them unto their desired haven.” .

U. Yes ; they pray when they are in danger, and what they ought
do when God hears them and helps them, the concluding verses
autifully point out. Read them.

C. “O that men would praise the Lord for his goodness, and for
is wonderful works to the children of men! Letthem exalt him also
the congregation of the people, and praise him in the assembly of
¢ elders.

U. As I said, there are some who ¢ praise God. Two sailors were
iprrecked in the Baltic. Making their way to Cronstadt, a seaport
the Russian dominions, they there met with & pious English Cap-
in, who was accustomed to hold religious meetings for the English
fors who came to the place. “These two men were brought to a
oht frame of mind, by God’s blessing on the services which they at-
1led. - They soon embarked on board a vessel bound for England.
ten the vessel had sailed, the men began to converse with their
other-sailors, and at length they had prayer-meetings with them.
e Captain heard of if, and though before he had been opposed to
ergthing that whs serious, he thought that prayer was good for sea
hether it was for dand or not;so he invited them to his cabin, conversed
iththem, and afterwards the prayer-meetings were held there. The
aptain himself began to read the Bible, and to pray in private, and was
idently very different frora what he was before. Well, while they
re thus proceeding, a gale sprung up, and lasted with great violence
ur days and pights. On the third night, the vessel began to leak,
d the crew had to work hard at the pumps. Instead of swearing,

¢ Captain encouraged them to worlk, and while they did their best,
ay to God to help them. They who were not working at the
unps, knelt down on the deck, and prayed for the rest. On the

uth night, a heavy snow-storm came on; and as they could not

where they were, the ship struck the ground. Even then, the Captain
d the two pious sailors did not lose their presence of mind. Some
{the crew wanted the boats, but the sea wasso high, that they would
ave been sunk as soon as they were on the water; the Qaptain op-
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posed it, and called them to the quarter-deck, and there they all knels
down, and prayed earnestly that Gad would not forsake them. Searce
ly had the third man concluded, when one of the others called ou,
“The gale’s brolee, Sir.” The storm continued to ahate, till, when day,
dawned they saw the land very low, about two miles off. They got
the long boat out, and, after hard rowing, they reached the shore
The first thing they did was to kneel down on tie sand, and pour out
their hearts to God in thanksgiving. They then began to seek for some
habitation, and soon found a fisherman's hut; but the storm had already
risen again, and when the weather became a little clearer, the ship wa
no longerto be scen. Xt had goue to pieces; and had they
been on board, they would all have been lost.” But God gave then
their lives ; and after experiencing the hospitality of the poor but
kind fisherman and hig family, they journeyed along the coast till they
reached 2 place from which they might sail for England, and so at
length they arrived safe at London.

C. O tell us of some more dangers and escapes, uncle.

U. 1 have no mdre time at present ; but when next yoﬁ come, [
will try and recollect two or three true stories of this kind. Only re.
member, my dear children, that whether by sea or.on land, you need
God’s protection. Never forget that you must walk in the pathof
duty, praying to him, and praising him. If we do thus,

“We shall in life and death
His steadfast truth declare,

And publish, with our latest breath,
His love and guardian care.”

THOUGHTS OF AN OLD SMOKER.

The Na ‘ional Magazine for November contains the following arti
cle on tobacco smoke—to our mind, one of the most interesting dis-
cussions of its merits and demerits, that has appeared among all the
tracts and treatises on the subject the last ten years have seen. Do
not pass it by, smokers, for you can testify of ifs verity ; and ye who:
do not smoke, read it that you may not :—Festern Christian vldv
cate. i

A quarter of a century ago, I began to master two difficult attain |
ments; I learned to shave and I learned to smoke. OF these two at-
tainments, "smoking was incomparably the hardest; but I managed
it. What has it cost mie ? T have smoked all sorts of tobacco, and
as I suppose, in almost all forms. I began with cigarettes, advanced
onward to cigars, then to Maryland tobacco, then to returns, then to
bird's-eye, and thence to the strongest shag. I have bought and smoked
cigars at all prices, and of all manufactures, from the suspicious articles
six of which may bé bought for sixpence, and which probably are

’
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mocent of any connection with nicotiana, save a slight tinge with its
uice, to the costliest Havana. I have been fanciful in cigar tubes, and
ilso in pipes, though to no alarming extent, having never paid more
hae & dollar and a half for a tube, and & dollar and a quarter for a
preerschaum ; and, after all attempts to be fine, preferring the naked
igar, or the half ydrd of clay. I have spent money, too, on instanta-
cous lights of many sorts. * When phosphorus boxes, containing a
mall bottle of fiery mixture, and about a score of matches, cost seven-
ive cents each, I gave that for gpe. 'When lucifer matches were
bvented, and sold for twelve éents a box—-less in quantity than may
pow be bought for a cent—I patronized the manufacture. I have
ised German tinder, fusees, and o dozen other kindred inventions ;
ud all these, costing money, have served me only for the lighting of
oy pipes or cigars.

Looking at it then, altogether, and taking into account cigars, cigal
ases, cigar tubes, tobacca, pipes and matches ; considering too, that
fiheve been a constant and persevering, though not an_ enormou$
knoker, I may safely and fairly conclude that, take one time with an-
nther, smoking has cost me half a dollar a week for twenty-five years.

A halfa dollar o week ; that is to say, twenty-six dollars a year ;
niking for the whole period, and without reckoning interest, either
ompound or simple, the sum of six hundred and fitty dollars. Now,
bis, I repeat, is keeping within compass, and a friend at my side tells
e that double the amount a week would be nearer the mark ; but as,
ring ten years past, I have not exceeded the more moderate com-
putation, I shall let it remain.

Six hundred and fifty dollars—setting aside the consideration of
tterest—is a large sum. If, twenty-five years ago, instead of a tobaceo
pou] had set up o money box, and dropped into it a weekly half-dol-
ar! cannot avoid the conclusion that I'should be now six hundred
ud fifty dollars richer than I am ; and there are many things I could
fowith six hundred and fifty dollars. It might serve me for a year’s
pose-keeping, for my establishment is on an humble scale ; or it
hiight set up my eldest boy ; or it might refarnish my house. Or, if
be half a dollar & week had been devoted to a life insurance, and I
Fire to die fo-morrow, my family would be the better for my self de-
hial by one thousand five-hundred dollars. Or if I had spent half a
ollar a week on literature, my library would now be, and much to
iy advantage, larger than it is.  Or if, laying aside selfish considera-
Hions, T had set apart the half dollar a week to works of charity and
ercy, the world might have been the better for it. Many a heart-
pche might have been relieved by the six hundred and fifty dollars
Rhich I have puffed away. I think, then, that if I had to begin life
eain, 1 would not learn to smoke.

Iknow it may be said that the same arguments could be raised
igainst this, that, and the other superfluity which might be done with-
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out. But I am not writing about tkis, that, and the other superflui;
I am writing about tobacco-smoke.

To turn to another thought ; I am nov quite sure that smoking §
a healthy practice. Yknow it is not necessary to health, for I seem
friends who do not smoke are not troubled with diseases to which the
of us who do are subject. My wife does not smoke, and, so fara
can see, she does not suffer from the privadon. I might go a s
further, and say, I have a strong suspicion that sometimes smoki
disagrees with some of us, and is rather detrimental to health th
otherwise. Certainly, excessive smoking is injurious ; but who sh
draw the line of demarcation between moderation and excess ?
for myself, T do not know the smoking has ever hurt me. Itist
when I havea bilious head-ache, I nauseate the smell of tobacco smo
butso do I nauseate also the smell of roast-beef. Still, as I firah
believe that I am none the begter for smoking, I think, if young agai
I would not learn to smoke.

Then, again, I qannot help the conviction that smoking is rathert
reverse of a sweet and cleanly practice. To be sure, my friends prai
me for not betraying my habit ; nevertheless, there are tjmes wh
I am glad to rinse my mouth, and purify my garments, and fear t
after all, I carry about with me unmistakable tokens of what I ba
been doing. And I am quite sure that some of my smoking frien
who are less particular than I am, and especially those who cultiva
dirty German pipes, are never free from the peculiar perfumery
stale tobacco. And as this is far from being pleasant to me, who
a smoker, I am sure it cannot be pleasant to those who are not smok
ers. Moreover, the expectoration which smoking provokes is f
from a pleasant or cleanly habits. On these accounts, then, had 1
- pass through life again, I think I would determine to pass through i
without learning to smoke.

Again, I think that smoking does not add to a man's respectabili
T am not sure that it has not, sometimes, a contrary tendency. Thi
may depend on circumstances. Certainly, some men of the high
respectability do not think it any derogation to be seen at times i
haling the vapor of a cigar or a pipe ; but no one can say that th
would not be equally respectable were they known to avoid smoki
as an cvil thing.© Whereas, on the other hand, some have notoriow!
lost caste by being numbered among the smokers ; and, in fact.
am reluctantly compelled to admit, if a smoker be reclkoned a resps
table man, it is in spite of his habit, and not because of it.

Once more, it is not to be denied that a good many people in f
world are so fastidious and weak, some smokers say, as to think sme
ing a disagreeable habit. They do not willingly admit a smokeri
their houses, because they dislike his accompaniments. Well, S
that it is fastidiousness, and affectation, and “all nonsense”—thoug
friend and fellow smoker, we havc; no right to say that—but supp
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it be. the effect is the same ; our practice makes us disagrecable.
causes us to be shunned, and sometimes, if we don’t take care. to be
shut out from good society..,

True, so far as I am concerned, I avoid this evil—the chance of
being disagreeable, or thrust out from good society—by never smok-
ing except where smoie is welcome.  But it is not pleasant, at times,
to be debarred a favourite resource for passing time. There isa little
bitofself denial required, I think, when 2 man would, but dare not, put a
pipein his mouth. ~ And as, more or less often, such saerifices must be
mde by the smoker who has consideration for others as well as for him-
self. or who has indeed due consideration for others as well as for bimself,
Iwould, I think, if my youth could be renewed, avoid the need for this
«clf denial by not Iearning to smoke.

Ithink, that smoking is not one of the things which help to push a
man onward in the world ; and I am mistaken if, sometimes, the habit
isnot like a clog to keep him back. I am very sure that a young

an, for instance, is not likely to obtain a situation of responsibility
ud trust because he knows how to handle a cigar in an elegant man-
. or is refined in his appreciation of the best oroonoke ; I have a
rong impression, on the contrary, that such a one would prefer keep-
oz this acquirement in the back-ground. In other words, I can not
1tbe persuaded that,—all things clse being equal—the man who
hes not smoke has a better chance of suecess in the world than the
who does ; and as, if] were young again, I should wish tosucceed,
fpossible, I think I would not learn to smoke.
AndI do not wonder that men of business, and employers generally,
ook with suspicion upon tobacco smokers ; for though a youth ora
an, in spite of this practice, may be a valuable workman, it is not
obe denied that the smoker at times lays himself open to temptations,
ngly tugging at him, to draw him aside from integrity ang honor.
tisnot every smoker that can puff away at a dry pipe ; and the
auth, who, to be manly, puts himself to the discomfort of learning to
oke, is likely also, with the same object i view, to learn to tipple.
short, I fear it would be found, if curiously and strictly sought into,
oking often leads to sottishness. I fear also that, ss wit every
fher needless expense, it leads sometimes to dishonesty. It is not
ways that & youth or a man can afford to dissipate twenty-five cents
week, nor twelve cents either, it smoke. But a dollar & week would
otsuffice for the vespertine or nocturnal cigar and glass of many a
‘fast” youth of the present day.  Where do they get their quarters ?

Well, X never spent more than I thought I could honestly afford on
oke—perhaps they do not either—and I never needed to wet “ny
ipe ; but because of the temptations which beset the smoker, I think,
Onliil go back again to the morning of life, I would not learn to

oke.
Again, T do not think that swoking is generally necessary as an aid to
ttal exertion, or an incentive to profound study. I cannot subseribe



264 HINTS TO SLEEPY WORSHIPPLRS.

to the motto, “Iix fumo dare lucem ;7 that is to say, so far as tobag
smoke is concerned.  There have been philusophers, poets, states
and divines, among the smokers ; so have there been among the.n
smokers. Aud I am compelled to conclude that wisdom does
coyly clothe itself in vapor. On the contrary, I am bound to ackg
ledge my reluctant Lelief that if the tobacco-pipe is sometimes a b
meet to the pen, it quite as often happens that the pen is the bo
servant of thie pipe. Therefore, were I to begin the world again,
think 1 would not learn to smoke.

I think, lastly, that it is very disgusting to see beardless youths,
boys just entering their teens, puffing and spitting in the pub
streets. It was but an evening or two ago, that I met a little m
kin, about four feet in height, and probably twelve years of age, v
a face as smooth as a girl's, sucking furiously at a dirty meerscha
nearly as long as his arm, till the ashes in the bowl glowed with
burning heat. And the most charitalle wish I could frame for
poor misguided lad was, thut before he got to the Lottom of his pi
he might be desperately sick.

Seriously, I have observed so many misckLiefs connected with smd
ing—have known so many shipwrecks made by it, ay, even of fi
and good conscience—have seen so much time wasted, so much
ney, too, and so much health—and have witnessed so much deted
ration of characler in some who have given themselves up to
practice, 1o be led captive by it atits will—that though I may hare
caped, by God's_ help, its worst evils, yet if I had to begin life ag#
Twould not—T think I would not—learn to smoke.

HINTS TO SLEEPY WORSHIPPERS.

1t is very difficult to form rules of human conduct which shall bes
able at all times and to all persons.  What is one man's duty, ano
in widely different circumstances, is not able to perform. But th
are two great principles which, being necessarily right, are always
tively binding upon us. First. Everything which God has ex
revealed as a rule of life to the human race, i3, a such, to be receh
by ns ; and we have no right to inquire, in order to obedicneg, i
the reason of the law gitun, its agrecableness, or popularity : all weks
to do in_this matter is, to ascertain the fact of a revelation, and
once bring our minds to obey. Sccondly. Whatever duties
necessarily implied in the revelation which God has given, are alo
be observed. ~ As, for instance when we are commanded to do a th
for God, it is implied that we do it in the very best manner.

Let us apply these principles to the worship of God, and the m
ner in which it should be performed.  We are positively comman
1o wolship God.  On thissubject there cannot Le two opinions ams
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Bihose who believe the Bible. Is it not, then, necessarily implied that
e caltivate those dispositions, and form those habits, without which
e cannot worship God ?  Admit the former, and the latter will be
B necessary consequence.  God bas appointed that a considerable
Bt of his worship should be public, and has made provision for its
guaintenance by setting apart the seventh portion of cur time, and em-
Bploring a number of men as Ministers of religion.  Xtis, therefore, the
&uiy of all men to attend the public worship of God, and so to con-
Biuct themselves as to enter with devotional feeling into every part of
Bhe service.  But many who come to God's house, make almost a
Eenular practice of sleeping there. The evils connected with this con-
fduct it i3 our intentien to point out.
B 1 It is very unseasonable. In the night, when all things are quiet
Mod when the activities of life, for a time, arc suspended, we may take
Bur rest in sleep ; but in the broad, open day, and in the house of God
Bhen devotion should employ all our energies, and make us wakeful
ol attentive, sleep, surely, is out of place. - What would be thought
®(a tradesman, who, ia the day-time, and while surrounded by custo-
guers, or in the very midst of presing engagements, should fall asleep ?
Bl 2 man who has broken the laws of his country, and is standing
&: the bar on trial for his life, fall into a sound slumber ? No man
ke such circumstances would think of sleep ; other things occupy
Kin too fully to allow of that. Think of what we come to Gods
e for, and of the business in which we are engaged there, and say,
5 deep seasonable 2 We, having violated God's law, have come to
Wk forgiveness.  God has appointed his Ministers to declare to us his
fil. and given us his honse in which we may hear his decision.  Judge
Bfiibe fit that in such a place, and under such circumstances, we
Mhitld sleep. ¢
8 2. It is indecorous. Have we not housesin which we may sleep ?
Biis, then, make a dormitory of a place of worship 2 Itis paying
@o respect to God. who there manifests his presence; nor to the
Bliister, who is God's servant; nor to the congregation of Gods
poople.  If we were going t 1 aska favour of a man of superior station,
pod ware to fall asleep while o the act of presenting our petition, he
Bould think himself insulted : and our own sense of progriety would
Bell us it was so.  Is 1t right, then, to pay more to men than to God ?
®fit verc only on this account, you ought to keep awake in the house
Bf God.
# 3 Itis injurfous. Since God has connected our duty and jnterest
£owther, 1o man can act improperly with impunity. He who wil-
gl's broaks any known law of God, will find. to his cost, the manifest
Niadvantage of his conduct. For duty and interest are as & meang
Bid end ; and how can the end be realized, but by the use of the
gans 2 Can he live who refuses to take food ? Will he succeed in
B bsivess who never attends to it 2 So here ; if we would get good
M

=3
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in the ordinances of religion, we must make a right use of them. Pa.
haps it would not be right to say that al{ who are drowsy in a plue
of worship are censurable ; because discase may sometimes cause
heaviness of this kind ; but he who, without any such reason, sleeps
there, is justly reprehensible, and will. of necessity, be deprived of many
blessings. © How can he join heartily in the praises of the congreg
tion who sits down and sleeps while they sing 2 low can he be sai
to have any part in the public prayers, or any enjoyment of that exer
cise, who sleeps while others pray ? Ilow can he profit by the mmis
try of the word who sleeps under it 2 In the nature of things, it isin
possible. As well might 2 man expect to reap wheat where he sowed
thistles, or even where he sowed nothing.  Nor do such persun
merely injure themsclves; otiers, in some sense, suffer with then
Their Ministers, being deeply concerned for their salvation, and e
sirous of bringing them to God, labour hard in their closetsand ¢ ndigy
in orderto find something suited to their state, and then are po.ded
to find their labor met by drowsy inattention. 'I'be Minister hass
message from God to them, a mesgage the most weighty and impor
tant, and he is responsible for its delivery ; and anxious to present his

charge, at the great day, without blame, his mind is pained; his soul isI
grieved, by their slecpy listlessness.  If you go into the house of a2
of these persons, and be inattentive while he is talking, he is pained;
he thinks you do not pay sufficient regard to his feeling : he must bl
listened to, though it is no matter whether a Minister be heard or noy
his feelings must be regarded, though he cares not about weundisg
{hose of the Minister. The very smallest mark of respect you can py

to the servant of Christ, is to listen to his message ; but how can )oul
do that if you ure asleep ? The devotions of a whole congregatin

are frequently interrupted by these slevpers ; and example is very e
tugious. If, then, you regurd your own welfare, the feelings of you
Ministers, the interests and comfort of the congregation, keep awakei

while you are in the house of the Lord.

4. Itis sinful. No person can waste time and be guiltless; bl
they who sleep at public worship do waste time : the consequen;
is gelf-evident. That time is wasted, to say no worse, which is miser
ployed, or unimproved ; but certainly none will contend that he wh
sleeps when he ought to be praying is improving his time, To sligh
or despise the ordinances of religion, is, and alwuys bas been offensiw
to Gog. And what else is that conduct on which we have been avir-
adverting ? and how will he who is guilty avoid consure ? Ifal
were to act as be does, there would soon be no public services at all;
and does ke value ordinances who does that which, if done by al,
would certainly destroy them ? e who wilfully actsimproperly, con:
mits sin.  Is he who sleeps away his Sabbath, robs his own soul d
good, God’s house of honour, and the Minister of comfort, quite pr|
pared to prove himself faultless 2 Would you then improve yowm,
time, show that you value the ordinances of religion, and avoid dvisg
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gthat which both reason and God's word condemn ? Keep awake in
ithe house of prayer. Should you find it difficult to do so, practise
elfdenial ; try to feel a deeper interest in the service of God, and pray
karaestly that you may have a vigilant spirit ; and a fixed, devotion-
lal, pleasant attention will become not only practicable, but more than
practicable,— it will be easy.
i B. K. C.

BOYS FOR THE TIMES.
| We like an active boy—one who has the impulse of the age, of the
stam-engine in him, A lazy, snail-paced chap might have got along
inthe world sixty years ago ; but he won't do for these times.  We live
i age of quick ideas ; men think quick, act quick, sleep quick, do
what they do with their mighé—strike while the iron is hot.

Slow coaches are not tolerated. ¢Go zhead, if you burst your
boller, is the motto of the age ; and he succeeds best, in every line of
business, who has the most of the ‘go ahead’ in him.

Strive, boys, to be 2 little ahead of the times—be always up and
ready, not gaping and rubbing your eyes, as if you were half-asleep,
bt wide awake, whatever may come, and you may be somebody_be-
fore you die.

Think, plan, reflect, as much as you please, before you act. Begin
right and keep right ; but think quickly and closely ; and when you
bave fixed yourseye upon an object worthy of your efforts, spring to
the mark, persevere. -

But, above all things, be honest, be truthful, engage in nothing but

what is just and right, pure, merciful and perfectly benevolent. Fear
God and keep his commandments. Follow Christ—Golden Rule.

“I DON'T WANT TO, MOTHER.”

Little friends, how does this sound ? Did you ever hear boys or
‘gitls, big or little, when requested to do certaiu things by their mother,
537, T don’t want to,’ with a long scowling face ?—how did the sound
1l upon your ears, gratingly, shockingly ?

What do you think of such expressions ¢ What does God ?

Suppose we analyze this ¢ don’t want to,’ turn it over? What can
wemake of it ? Is it not in reality, ‘ Mother I don’t choose to obey
§0ur reasonable commands ! I have other things to do, I rather do as

please.

-

Goop Narure—It is a gem which shines brightly wherever itis
fmnd. It cheers the darkness of misfortunes and warms the heart
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that is callous and cold. In social lifc who has not seen and felt its ip.
fluences ?  Don’t let little matters ruffleyou. Nobody gains anything
by being cross or crabbed. If a friend has injured you ; if the world
goes hard ; if you want employment and can’t get it; or can't get
your honest dues : or fire has consumed, or water swallowed up tae
fruit of many a hard toil ; or your faults magnified, or enemies hare
traduced or friends deceived, never miud ; don't yet mad with any.
body, don’t abuse the world or any of its creatures 5 keep good natured
ana our word for it, all will come right. The soft south wind aud the
genial sun are not more effectual in clothing the earth with verdure
and sweet flowers of spring, than is good nature in adorning the
heart of men and women with blossoms of kinduess, happiness and affec.
tion—those flowers, the fragrance of which ascends to heaven.

o

LONG PRAYERS.

Some men never know when to stop. If they commence a speech
or a prayer, it is all the same—your paticnce is wearied out.  On al
occasions they are the same dull, lengthy sermonizers and speech
makers. At a wedding or a funeral, asking a blessing or returning
thanks, they keep you waiting till your feet are half frozen with the
cold. What are such prayers good for ? As far as humanity is
concerned they might as well be spoken to the waves. It is not for
us to say, whether the Almighty looks with approbation or not upon
long, formal prayers ; but—we will speali out—we don't believe he
does. Has he not told usas much ? And yet there fie men who wil
pray so long, that the congregations get out of all patience. Youecan
sec them look at the clock, take out their watches and wriggle about
If we are speaking to dull lengthy preachers, prayers or talkers, let then
repent and sin no more.

Some complain bitterly of long prayers and exhortations, who fa
into the habit themselves.

GALLANT, FLIRT, AND STRUT-ABOUT, i

spend whole hours nightly, in flippant nonsense. Brother, student
is this the way ? Why go to the seminary ? to study, prepare fir
usefulness, a holy life ? or to gallant, set your hats and caps for
beaux and sweethearts 2 Which will you choose ?  Object to female
society ? far from it.  Social intercourse with modest, virtuous ladies
of cultivated piety, taste and refinement, is elevating, purifying, saneti
fying. To mingle with such society is an honor and a privilege, and
on proper and suilable occasions should be sought. But how
different this from the general flirtation and unseasonable familiarity,
so frequently manifested at colleges and seminaries ? Becides a st
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dentis a student, and he should never lose sight, for a moment, of his
ghizh and glorious calling. Nothing should deter him or turn him
Raside from completing his full course, as speedily as possible, whether
collegiaDte or theological. ¢ On, on, should be the watchword, * ON-
fWARD !

§ e have been utterly astonisbed at young ladies—their excessive
and sickly fondness for the society of gay young men ! Is this wise,
pradent, consistent >—Do they not lower their character in the estima-
fion of the wise and the good 2 Pluck a beautiful and fragrant flower,
@lace it to a dozen noses, and how soon will it lose its beauty aad
fugrance ! O modesty, how lovely thou art !

VENTILATION.

k1. If ‘the night air’ were really ‘bad, we can’t perceive how it would
B improved by shutting ourselves up in close rooms, nor how the
Bict that our inquirers are ‘poor men’ bears upon the subject. Do
pur correspondents suppose that night air is vad for the poor but not
Bor the rich ? )

Our first practical suggestion will be—Always open the window of
grour sleeping-room when that room is not otherwise ventilated. No
Buatter how many better ways of ventilating there may be, an open
Jrndow is better than nothing, night air to foul air, and a cold to a
Rihus fever.

B 2If you ere building a house, however humble, alway carry
%o one extra flue in the chimney for ventilation. Cut a hole into this
foefrom cach room that faces it, and connecct the other rooms with
Bt by means of a joint of a stovepipe or some other cheap contrivance,
j§ 3. Il you inhabit a house already built, knock a hole into the chim-
B fom your bed room ; but don’t give up the open window, even
fico. More hereafter.

FOLLY IN THE KITCHEN.

% When once you allow a girl's head to get full of finery, novels and
Ry, and her heels full of waltzes, polkas, and ecotillions, you may
Bhout as well throw her books in the fire, and marry her to the first
upleton who will take her off your hands—for her days of study, im-
Eovement and usefuloess are at end.

: A GOOD IIOTEL KEEPER !
® Who ishe ? where is he ?

W1 He is one who provides a good stable~znd & good hostler.
&2 who provides well for both man and beast.
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9. His house is o house of order, neatness, and sobriety. XNo
alcoholic drinks or intoxicating liquors are alluwed to any one.

3. Tobacco, in all its forms of use is entirely excluded. Nots
particle of this filthy, poisonous, stinking weed, is suffered on the
premises, Neatness and-cleanliness pervade every department. The
parlour, sitting rooms, lodging rooms, the bedding and furniture—al
are neat, clean, and well ventilated. The kitchen is neat, the landlady
and the cooks are neat. The table, table cloths and dishes are neat
The food is cooked in the best and neatest manner possible.

5. A blessing is pronounced at the table, spread with the bountie]
of heaven, invariably. Thissitting down to eat without thanksgiving
is heathenism !

6. Prayer, and reading God’s word, morning and evening are reguls,
where all travellers and members of the familly assemble.

7. His reading room is well furnished with standard works of truth
and love—Bibles, tracts, and the Lest periodicals of the day, wher
everything of a pernicious tendency is wholy excluded.

8 The Sabbath is observed os a day of holy rest. No Sabbath
breaking travellers are allowed to break in, or intrude on the solemnl
duties of hcly time.

It is a shame and disgrace to witness many of our public house
called hotels—dirty, filthy, noisy, rowdy, drunken, tobacco-chewing
and smoking dens of iniquity ! Dirty rooms, dirty sheets, dirty tabley
dirty food. Everything in the house and about the house, ‘ up stai
and down stairs,’ is repulsive and disgusting ! Shameful ! Shameful
—Golden Rule.

A DAY IN A TROPICAL FOREST.

The naturalist, who is here for the first time, does not know wheths
he shall most admire the forms, hues or voices of the animul
Except at noon, when all living creatures in the torrid zone seek sh
and repose, and when a solemn silence is diffused over the scene, illy
mined by the dazzling beams of the sun, every hour of the day cals
into action another race of animals. 'The morning is ushered inbj
¢the howling of the monkeys, the high and deep notes of the tree-frogs e

oads, the monotonous chirp of the grasshoppers and locusts. ‘Whe

the rising sun bas dispelled the mists which preceded it, all creatur
rejoice in the return of day. The wasps leave their long nests which
hang down from the branches ; the ants issue from their Jdwelling
curiously built of clay, with which they cover the trees, and commen
their journey on the paths they have made for themselves, as is dox
also by the termites which cast up the earth high and far aromd
The gayest butterflies, rivalling in splendour the colours of the Tait
bow, especially numerous hesperie, flutter from flower to flower,



N

A DAY IN A TROPICAL FOREST. 271

seek their food on the roads, or, collected in separate companies, on
the sunny sand-banks of the coolstreams. The blue, shining Menelaus,
Nestor, Adonis, Laertes, the bluish-white Idea, and the large Eurylo-
chus, with its ocelated wings, hoverlike birds between the green bushes
inthe moist valleys. The Feronia, with rustling wings, flies rapidly
from tree to tree ; while the owl gits immovably on the trunk with
ontspread wings, awaiting the approach of evening. Myriads of the most
brilliant beetles buzz in the air and sparkle like jewels on the fresh
green of the leaves, or on the odorous flowers. Meantime, agile liz-
ards, remarkable for their form, size and brilliant colours: dark-co-
loured, poisonous, or harmiess serpents, which exceed in splendour the
enamel of the flowers, glide out of the leaves, the hollows of the trees,
and holes in the ground, and creeping up the stems, bask in the sun,
and lie in wait for insects and birds. From this moment all is life and
activity. Squirrels, and troops of gregarious monkeys, issue inquisitively
fom the interior of the woods to the plantations, and leap, whistling
ad chattering, from tree to tree. Galinaceous jacus, hoccos, and
ad pigeons, leave the branches, and wander about on the moist
gound of the woods. Other birds of the most singular forms, and of
{he most superb plumage, flutter singly, or in companies, throdgh
the fragrant bushes The green, blue, or red parrots assemble on the
tops of the trees, or, flying towards the plantations and islands, fill the
dr with their screams. The toucan, sitting on the extreme branches,
nitles with his large hollow bill, and in loud, plaintive notes calls for
nin. The busy orioles creep out of their long, pendent bag-shaped
msts, to  visit the orange trees : and their sentinels announce with a |
loud screaming ery the approach of man. The fly-catchers sitting
doof. watching for insects, dart from the trees and shrubs, and with
rpid flight, eatch the hovering Menelaus, or the shkining flies, as they
buzz by. Meantime, the amorous thrush, concealed in the thicket,
pours forth her joy in a strain of beautiful melody ; the chattering
mnakins, calling from the close bushes, sometimes here, sometimes
there, in the full tones of the nightingale, amuse themselves in mislead-
ing the hunters ; and the woodpecker makes the distant forest resound
while he picls the bark from the trees. Above all these strange
voices, the metallic tones of the urapanga sound from the tops of the
bighest trees, resembling the strokes of the hammer on the anvil, which
appearing pearer, or more rc-1ote, according to the position of the
songster, fill vhe wanderer with astonishment. While thus every liv-
ing creature by its actions and voice greets the splendour of the day,
the delicate hummming-birds, rivalling in beauty and lustre diamonds,
emeralds, and sapphires, hover round the brightest flowers. When the
sin goes down, most of the animals retire to rest ; only the slender
leer, the peceari, the timid agouti, and the tapir, still graze around ;
the nasua. and the oppossum, the cunning animals of the feline race,
steal through the obscurity of the wood watching for prey ; till at last
the howling monkeys, the sloth, .with the cry as of one in distress, the
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croaking frogs and the chicping grasshoppers with their monotonous:
note, conclude the day ; the eries of the macuc, the capueira, the goat.
sucker, and the bass tones of the bull-frog, announces the approach o
night. Myriads of luminous beetles now begin to fly about like ignes
fatui ; and the blood-sucking bats hover, like phantoms, in the pro-
found darkness of the night.—Caldcleugh’s Travets in Brazil.

i~ THE MOTHER'S CALLING.

The mother’s calling is appointed of God. The parent and the pas
tor alone are honoured by receiving their commissions directly from
Heaven, since to them are mainly committed the vital interests of the
undyin§ goul. The parent, in the family, asin the primary depart.
ment of the great institution of life, is to prepare men to enter the
Church militant, where by pastoral teaching and training, and more
active Christian duties, they are graduated into the Church triumphant
in heaven. We say io the parentis intrusted this great responsibility;
but practically the commission is given to the mother. The father
organizes bis family, and provides for it. He presides at its head,
directs its location and its outward circumstances. The internal ar-
rangements, by far the most important in their moral and eternal bear.
ings, are left for the mother to accomplish. Hersilent infinence, what-
ever it may be, constitutes the atmosphere of home. She moulds the
character and determines the destiny of thesucceeding generation.
Though the “ weaker vessel,” yet is she designated by God, as the one
to whom, in an eminent degree, is entrusted the welfare of the race,—
the greatest, the most solemn trust ever putinto mortal hands. En
passont, we may inquire, would this have been so ordered, if she were
not recognized of God as equal to the work,—if she were not by Him
amply endowed and thoroughly fitted for it 2 Is it not an indication
that in the eyes of her Creator, she is in no degree inferior to the man
in her intellectual and moral nature 2 "We tarry not here, however,
to discuss the relative value of woman, but pass en te speak of the
especial calling to which God, in his infinite wisdom, before which our
human ignorance, folly, and vain speculations should bow in mute
adoration, has assigned her.

The mother is called of God to suffer. We allude not here to her
physical sufferings, which we have always been taught to regard as the
direct, deserved and unavoidable curse of Heaven upen the descend-
ants of our tempted, erring mother, Eve,—though these, if rightly con-
sidered, may be turned to great account as needed and salutary disci-
pline. Bui we refer to that continous series of mental sufferings,
which she of ncessity assumes in behalf of her little ones. “ A habe
in the house is & well-spring of pleasure,” says our “proverbial philoso-
pher,”—and the mother’s relation is talked of in prose and poetry, 8s
one of the most exquisite pleasure. It isalltrue. No heart soabounds

.
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i jor, in gushing tenderness, in fond hope, and the most sacred affection
Jasthat of the mother, And yet,who that hus had the experfence of mater-
&y does not know that beneath and around igall—the very substra-
gt of her life—the element which nourishes thu.e delicivus, joys into
¥erowth and eflforescence, is suffering, sacrifice, toil, and trial 7 We
"pruk of the true mother ; not of the vain, fuoolish, wicked woman who
Rroeives her litgle one at the hands of its Creator with reluctance and
Qdisatisfaction, to complain of it as a burden, an annoying and weary-
Bt care, to tear it away from its helpless clingings, and leave it soli-
ary and unsoothed, to suffer, and perchance to die, that she who gave
Bt Lirth may busily ply every meaus of gratifying her own selfishness
bt the fount of worldly pleasure.  We have kopown the young mether
B rive to he feeble infaut in her arms a dose of poison to Iull its
gacs into an unnatural and protracted slecp, that she might join the
pnless throng in Broadway, to display a pretty person, or becoming
gl fshionalle dress,. 'We have scen the nursery forsaken for the
&lroom, a sick child laid from the fitting pillow of a mother's breast
Bt the cheerless, uncomfortable crib, for the guy, frivolous chit-chat
! teartless visitors.  We have known a mother to pass fiom one
o ¢ of indulgence and pleasure to anoiher, and boast that she had
Rt seen her child for days.  There are those who have turned from
Bt cold grave which had just opened to receive a moitie of their own
ez, and s2cretly congratulate themselves, that now they could read
ber novels, and ride, and walk, and please themselves without inter-
ption.  Cold, heartless, cruel women, unworthy of the hallowed name

B But the true mother yields herself uncomplairingly, yea, cheerfully,
o the wholesome privation, solitude, and self-denijal allotted her. She
o longer lives for he rself, but gives her life to nourish up the little
B8 entrusted to hier Leeping, and as one after another the birdlings
287 into the home-nest,with cach one a new life seers given to Ler, that
MR nay shave alike in her affectionate care and solicitude. Every fa-
Mourite pursuit, taste, and inclination, however dear, incompatible with
B maternal duties, is relingquished.  Was she fond of travelling—-of
B:ting the wonderful in nature and in art, of mingling in new and of-
M arving scenes 7 Now she bas found “an abiding city,” and no
Mienicnts are strong enough to tempt her thence. Had society
s for her, and in the social circle and the festive throng were ber
B¢l lelichts 2 Now she stays at home, and the gorgeous saloon and
flant assemblage give place to the narsery and the baby. Was
& lovoted to literary pursuits 7 Now the library is seldom visited,
g+ leri<lied studies are neglected, the rattle and the doll are substi-
®:d for the pen.  Yer piano is silent, while she chants softly and
Be~tly the soothing lullaby. Her dress can last another season no w,
' e lat—oh, she does not care if it is ot in the latest mode for
W has a baby to look after, and has no time for berself. Even the
M and tle walk are given up, perhaps too often, with the excuse,
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« Baby-tending is exercise enough for me.” Her vhole life is reversed
“ She seems not the same being,” says one, “to stoop from such
course as hers has beeg of high, intellectual, refined pursuits, to be-
come so absorbed with the petty occupations and wailing wealnesses
of infancy.” But do younot understand 2 She isexecuting a heaven
drawn commission—-to the weak she becomes as weak, that she may
gain the weak.” She lays down her life, that the young life rooted it
it may grow up to a perfect and blessed maturity. She wraps herselfin thy
robes of infantile simplicity,and, burying her womanly nature in the tomb
of childhood, patiently awaits the sure-coming resurrection, in the forn)
of a noble, high minded, world-stirring son, or a virtuouslovely daugh
ter. The nursery is the mother's chrysalis.  Let her ubide for a litth
season, and she shall emerge triumphantly with ethereal wings and 1
happy flight. Yet she suffers in all this, It cannot be otherwis
Were sie Lo consult her own inclinations, her personal feelings, sh
would not submit to ail these self-denials, she would indulge he;
in far different pursuits. Were it not for the “joy set before her,” sk
would not “ endureitiie cross, despising the shame.” Her daily life i
a constant sacrificing of self, an hourly crucifixion of her own cherish
ed wishes. She loves quiet better than the noisk and confusion df
romping, uproarious childhood. She would rather read than tell st
ries, the wee baby stories, that must be told over, and over, and ov
a-ain to the untiring ear of interested little ones. She would like t
be at the piano, or the guitar, with sweet melodies to soothe and co
fort herself, but she must not, for the little prattler at her side, or
her knee, wants mamma to sing “ chick-a-dee-dee,” or “bob-o-linkum” fu
the hundred and fiftieth time.  Sheis weary, but she must not rest ye
Wait until the children are all sweetly sleeping, affection whispers. It
done, and in the evening she seats herself by the side of her husba
to rest and refresh herself, in pleasant converse, fur the morrow, wh
lo, & wailing cry of sudden sickness comes through the half-open doo
and again she starts to add a night’s watching and feverish anxiety
the day's toil. How hard it is for the fond, loving mother to de
the many beseechings of impctuous and misjudging childhood, wh
it asks for what would only cause it harm! It doesnot, cannot, under
stand why the indulgence it so much craves should be injurious. A
as our tender father “ pities his children,” und “ grieves them not wik
lingly,” sv she denies her child, with sorrow and with tears. Perve
and wayward infancy must also be checked, restrained, and discipline
How often would her soul “ spare for its crying” How is she punished
ten-fold in punishing herchild ! But love—love which overlooks b
present trial, fixing its steadfast gaze on the glorious finale, impelshd
to the work. And days, and weeks. and years of such patient care, uy
ceasing sacrifices, unmitigated toil must she pass through ; yea, wi
heart-struggles, scalding tears, importunate pleadings, unknown fo
but the Eternal, before her work is done. Blessed, thrice blessed at
they, who can look back upon the arduous task well-achieved.
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Yet with all this before her, the true mother, ordained of Heaven,
sptized into suZ..lug, her hand linked in that of her Divine Master,
shrinks not and murmurs not. She knows that, like “the great Cap-
in of her Salvation,” she too must be “ made perfect through suffer-
ing” Why did a God of love, and wisdom, and infinite resources, give
ito her hands such a work of trust and responsibility ? Becuuse
<he was so pure, so perfect, that she was qualified to train his children
ur their eternal destiny ?  'Was it not rather, because in his prescient
slom he saw that it would a disciplinary and educating process for
eself 2 Her child was to be the mirror in which she was to see her-
If—its relation to her to furnish the analogy of her relation to the
0od I"ather above, and by His ministrations of love, forbearance,
tenderness and sympathy towards her she was to be taught how to
ove, and pity, and train those committed to her charge. 'The parent
15 to be the acknowledged teacher of the child ; but the child also
i to be a.teacher, silent and unacknowledged, save by the humble,
ple, tractable spirit of the child-like mother. Ah, what an inter-
sy of sweet educating influences is ordained of God between the
mother and her child! Its involuntary instructions and constantly
imposed restraints are to develope in her the simplicity, purity, and
uetness of the subdued and Christ-like spirit. The daily self-denial
isto her soul what muscular exercise is to the body ; it gives vigor
ud strength to the system, flexibility and grace to every movement,
id causes the heart-pulses to beat warmly and truly. Her round of
ity is a book of study, deeper study than the dead languages or dry
metaphysics, higher than poetry or the arfs. She applies herself to

d out her child, to learn its character, its disposition, its intellectual
ad moral organization, and as she looks down, down into the depths
ofhis heart, and searches out its motives, its principles, its hidden
fprings of action, behold, she sees reflected there kerself, with infirmi-
s, defects, obliquities she had never dreamed of possessing. Now
the applies herself with diligent watch and prayer, to correct, reform,
improve herself. Why ? 'That she may furnish herself with the ca-
mbility wherewith she may do the very same for her child. She learns
that, to govetn her child she must first govern herself; to make
lin noble and magnanimous, she must be so herself; to in-
fe into him a hatred of falsehood and deceit, she must ever be
true, artless, and sincere ; to make him self-sacrificing, she must annihi-
lte self ; to teach him gentleness, she must put on the “ meek and
qiet spirit.” In short, the mother must be what she would have her
oild become. '

And can such a two-fold work be accomplished without enduring
til, assuming crosses, submitting to hardshipt ? No ; the law of love
isin all cases, the law of suffering. It led the dear Saviour from his
lume of glory adove, to bear all our’ human infirmities, that he might
%o us to himseli, and lift us up to heaven. The Christian Mother
%elks in his bleeding foot-prints, and bears her children in the arms
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of her 1ove, along the rugged but heavenward pathway. The b
will come when every pang she has borne on earth will prove to ha
been the seed of an immortal joy. H. E B

(To be Continued.)

THE STAR OF BETHLEHEM.

BY T. J. HEADLY.

Late one night when all was still, around a rude hostelry in Jud
save perchance the rippling of the wind through the tree-tops:
young mother gave birth to 2 son. She was one of 2 company
poor travellers who had taken up their night-lodgings in the stab
Such & birth was no uncommon thing 4mong the poorer classes ;
yet heaven never bent over a universe just rolled into being with suc
intense, absorbing interest, as it did over that unconscious babe, as;
lay, with feeble fluttering breath, upon its mother's bosom.
heavens were quiet above—the inmates of the low inn slumbe
peacefully ; the shepherds were dreaming, free from care, amid the
T'ocks on the fresh hill-sides, and 21l nature was at rest when the bir
of that fair young mother’s Son brought troops of angels from
throne of God.

But suddenly a change seemed to pass over nature : mysteriousi
fluences were in the air; the slumberers on tbe hill-side and int
valley felt a strange unrest, and arose and came forth into the op
air.  Whisperings were abput them, and sounds like the passage ¢
swift wings, all sweeping onward to one place ; and then on the dark
ness of night a new star arose, bathing the lzndscape in mellow spler
dour, and flooding that rude inn, and ruder stable, with light thai
dazzled the beholder. There it stood, beautiful and bright, pointing
with its steady beam to that slumbering babe. Encompassed in th
still dory, the wondering shepherds turned in alarm one to the othe,
but saw in the shining countenance of each only cause of greater fear
‘While they thus stood hesitating what to do, an angel hovered abore
them, saying: “ Fear not, for behold, I bring good tidings of great joy,
which shall be to all people. For unto you is born this day in the
city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” Suddenly crowds
on crowds of radiant beings swept around them, saying, “Glory to
God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” 0,
how ihat glorious anthem arose and fell along the Judean mountains!
“ Glory to God in the highest !” from voices tuned in heaven for ages
to melody, and sent up in one exultant shout from that excited host,
burst again and again on the ear. The heavens trembled with the
song, and far away beyond the reach of watching shepherds of
listening men, were louder shouts and more enchanting melody.

With that shout and that song on their lips, the host of glad am
gels wheeled away to heaven, and all was still again. But that star
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¢ shining on ; and, lo | the shepherds from the hill-tops and wise
o from afar, guided by its finger of light, came to where its beam
on the infant in the manger, and worshipped him there. Strange
upants were in that stable. The wise and the proud were there
eeling. Angels had been there adoring.  The Son of God was there
ning in a buman mother’s arms. That stable was greater than the
lace of a King; for its manger cradled the “XKing of kings”
manuel, Wonderful, Counsellor, Prince of Peace, Redeemer,” Saviour
men, all were embraced in that helpless infunt. There it lay, calm,
fair, and lovely; the companion of cattle, and yet the Maker of
th, and the adored of heaven ; the son of a carpenter, the “Soa of
" The feeble arm could scarcely lift itself to its mother’s neck,
on the everlasting arms of its Godhead-nature the universe stood
anced.  Its voice was faint, low and infantile : and yet at itsslight-
ay, myriads on myriads of angelic beings would crowd to its relief.
few hours measured its existence, and yet it lived before the stars
God. Born to die, and yet the conqueror of death. No wonder
{star beamed ou its face ; for it did more than declare its heavenly

or direct the wise men to where it was cradled. It was point-
fo the great solution of the problem of life, and of the profoundest
stery of heaven. For four thousand years the world had summon-
itsthought and energies, and exhausted its wisdom, on the single
stion,  How shall man be just with God ?” The smoke on the
taltar-fire kindled on the yet unpeopled earth, as it curled slowly
enward, was burdened with this guestion. From the borders of
red Eden, from the top of Mount Ararat, from the tents of Abra-
and from the Bethel of Jacob, had the sacrificial flame burned
ard in vain. The Priests of Aaron had stood before the altar,
truggled for ages with the mighty problem ; and, lo ! the Star
Bethlehem,” pointed to that babe as its solution. The long wan-
s of the Hebrews ; the miracles that preserved them ;
imposing ceremonies of their religion ; the “ Atk of God,”
“Mercy-Seat,” the pomp of temple-worship,—what did they
mean ? That silent star pointed to the reply. Altars and
ifices, prayers and propheciest all were to end here. For
r thousand years the earth had been rolling on its axis
bring about one event ; and lo! it was accomplished. To the
usand inquiries of the human heart, to its painful questionings, to
itshopes and fears for so long a period, this was the answer and

The long line of David, unbroken through so many centuries, was
intained solely to secure the birth of that child. Rapt in holy en-
sasm, Isaiah and Jeremiah, and all the Prophets of God, had
ken of a king of Israel yet to come, whose throne should excel all
thrones of earth ; and in the sublimest strains of eloquence, had
en of the glory of His Kingdom, and the splendour of his reign.
ugh ages of oppression, through long years of captivity, from the
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depths of suffering, had prophets and people looked forward to the
coming of the “Redeemer of Israel ;” and now as if to mock their
hopes, that silent star pointed to the babe of 2 carpenter’s wife as the
fulfilment of all.

THINEK, YOUNG MEN !

Want of thought is one simple reason why thousands of souls ar
cast away forever. Men will not consider—will not look forwand
—will not look around them—will not reflect on the end of their pre
sent course, and thesure consequences of their present ways—and
awake at last to find they are damned for want of thinking.

Young men, none are in more danger of this than yourselves. Yo
know little of the perils around you, and so you are heedless how you
walk. You hate the trouble of sober, quiet thinking, and so you forz
wrong decisions, and run your heads jnto sorrow. Y oung Esau mus
needs have his brother’s pottage, and scll his birthright: he new
thought how much he should one -day want it. Young Simeon ay
Levi must needs avenge their sister Dinah, and slay the Shechemites)
they never considered how much trouble and anxiety they might briry
on their father Jacob and hishouse. Job seems to have been specialy
afraid of this thoughtlessness among his children. It is written, ths
when they had s feast, and “the days of their feasting were gone aboi
Job sent and sanctified them, and rose up early in the morning o
offered burnt-offerings, according to the number of them all ; for Jo
said, * It may be that my sons have sinned, and cursed God in the
hearts. Thus did Job continually,” Job i, 5.

Believe me, this world is not a world in which we can do well with
out thinking, and least of all do well in the matter of our sou
«Don’t think,” whispers Satan ; be knows that an unconverted hex
is like a dishonest tradesman’s book—it will not bear close inspecti
« Consider your ways,” says the word of God—stop and think—co :
der and be wise. Well says the Spanish proverb, “ Hurry comes
the devil” Just as men marry in haste, and then repent at leisure
ss they make mistakes about their souls in a minute, aund then su
for it for years. Just as a bad servant does wrong, and then says ®
never gave it a thought,” so young men run into sin, and then say *
did not think about it—it did not look like sin.” Not look like st
What would you have ? Si will not come to you saying, I am sin)
it would do little harm if it did. Sin always seems_“ good, and
sant, and desirable,” at the time of commission. O! get wisdom,
discretion. Remember the words of Solomon, “ Ponder the paths
thy feet, and let thy ways be established,” Prov. iv, 26. Itis a v
saying of Lord Bacon, “Do nothing rashly. Stay a little, that
may make an end the sooner.”—Rev. J. C. Ryle.
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THE VICES OF GOSSIPING AND SARCASM.

The habit of gossiping, isa babit that degrades alike the intellect
wd the hearl.  The soul of gossip is a contemptible vanity that im-
magines itself, or at least would have others imagine it, superior to all
thatit finds of evil and absurdity in the characters of those whom it
pses inreview. A very little observation will serve to show any
one that every body sees his neighbours faults, while very few open
ttir eyes upon their own ; and that not unfrequently a person con-
demns with the utmost vehemence in others precisely the same follies
sud vices in which he himself habitually indulges. Those who study
their own character with most care, ayd who best understard them-
welves, are apt tosay least of the characters of their neighbou s; they
indtoo much to do within themselves in curing their own defects, to
hare time or inclination to sit i judgment upon the defects of others,

Itis impossible to indulge habitually in this vice without weaken-
ing the powers of the intellect. The heart never suffers alone from
teindulgence of any wrong passions. The intellect and the affec-
s ever sink as well as rise together. Where the love of gossip

omes a confirmed habit, the mind loses its power of accurately ap-
reiating the value of character—of distinguishing truly between the
od and bad.  The power of discrimination is weakened and impair-
50 that no confidence can be placed in the opinions of the mind in
tfion to character or life. In addition to this, we must bear in
i that all the mental power we bestow in criticising and ridiculing
ufellow-beings is just so much taken from our mental stength, which
¢might have applied to some useful, intellectual exercise, The

1cth of the mind is no more indefinite than that of the body. We
st but a certain limited amount ; and all that we apply to idle or
:Ldpurposcs is just so much abstracted from the good and the use-

farcasm is a weapon we are slmost sure to find constantly used by
¢gossip ; and whether it be shown in the coarse ridicule of the vul-
o or the keen satire of the refined, it springs ever from the -
source, and is directed to the same end ; as surely
the clumsy war-clab of savage lands was invented from
sme impulseand wrought with the same intent as the grace-
blade of Damascus. Its source is vanity, its end to make self seem
tby making others seem little. It is a weapon that, however
iily wielded always cuts both ways, wounding far more deeply
hand that grasps it than the victim it strikes. Of all the powers
I%it, sarcasm is the lowest. There is nothing casier than ridicule ;
plling requiring a weaker head or a colder heart,
The sincere lover of truth will never be found habitually indulging
4T in gossip or sarcasm : for those who are addicted to these
3 pever tell & story simply as they heard it, nev: olate a fact
Py as it happened.” A little is added here or keftout Inere to give
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the story a more entertaining turn or the satire a keener point. A
the habit grows stronger, invention becomes more ready and copious
till at length truth is covered up and lest under an accumulation ¢
fiction—ELilements of Charace:.

THOUGITS.
To be universally intelligible is not the least merit in a writer.
In nature there'sno blemish but in the mind ;none caun be called de
formed but the unkind.
The poet’s soul should be like the ocean, able to carry navies, yu
yielding to the touch of a finggr.
The more nearly our minds approach to a state of purity in this
life, the greater will be our chance of realizing true happiness.
If men would but follow the adviee which they gratuitously bestow
upon others, what reformation would be effected in this world.
Teach self denial, and make its practice pleasurable, and you creae
for the world a destiny wore sublime than ever issued from the brai
of the wildest dreamer.

MAXIMS.

Te that loveth pleasure shall be a poor man.
Love not sleep, lest thou come to poverty.
He that is slothful in his work, is brother to him that is a gres

waster,

———ee e

oty

HYMN TOR THE NATIVITY.

And there was with the angel a maltitnde of the heavenly host praising God, and )2
ing, Glory to Gud i the lughesty and on earth peace, good will y
wward sen.—~ Liuke iy, 13, 14,

Uplift the voice of meloily
Your chowcest numbers bring 3
Of grace divine the song shail be,
Ang mercy's flowing spring :
Wedlt celebrate the tnrzhiy love
Of Him who, throued on izh,
Descended (rom that throne above,
7o sutfer and 10 e,

Uplift the voice of melody
“To hail the glurious mern
That saw in Bethlen’s manger lie
‘I"he wondrons virgm-horn @
We'll follow in the shin:g train
Ot the seraphic band,
Whuse voices hore, ip choral strain,
The tidings throught the land.

Uphit the voice of melody :
sCPous ason tswmvn 3
Shout prace, good-will, and victory; 38
The Bouds of sm are nv'n. ;.
He comes the Sun of Riglitcousnest, 8
With heating in his wings 5 N
He comnes a ransom*d world to bless i
And rergs the King of kings.

Tplift the voice of melody,
Ho=anna to the Lotd 5

Let carth. let ocean, and Jet sky,
‘Fake up th- joyous word,

And hail, with us, the glorions day
That gave the Saviour barth =

To hita unsted howase pay,
Immanuei, God on carth.— Bla
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PUBLISHER'S ADDRESS.

Never, perphapy, at any period of the world, or in any country,
il such a variety of cheap publications, adapted to young people,
isug from the press, as at present in this highly fuvoured land : but
we have pursued a track which iy, perbaps, peculiarly our own; and
the extensive and increasing circulation which we have received
dwing the past year, atfords satisfactory proof that we have not
mistaken our way, and that our periodical maintains a respectable
rnk in the public estimation.

We feel it our duty at the close of the first volume of our little pub-
lution, to erect an Ebenezerof gratitudeto the Almighty. Through
tegracious assistance of the Holy Spirit, and themerciful superinten-
dmee of 3 Divine Providence, we have hitherto been enabled to
woceed in our humble efforts, to promote the moral and religicus
sdfars of our reader. ¢ Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but
uto thy name be all the praise.”

In that important day, when the secretsof all hearts shall be
dxlosed, we trust we shall have reason to remew this grateful
wription to God, for having been inclined and aided to carry
tnthis work, in conformity with the doctrinal, experimental, and
practical parts of His Holy Word. Yet, we would fain hope, that,
atthis solemn period, some immor.al souls will have to stand for-
wird and thus declare:— “ Next to the Almighty grace, we owe our
frst real concern for salvation, and many a spiritual blessing in our
Christian course, to reading the plain and simple pages of the
+Corracer’s FrienD,”

This considerauon will, we trust, excite those of our kind friends,
who have aided us during the past year, not to grow weary in well
hing. While they accept our best thanks for their past favours,
they will suffer us to remind them, that their disinterested and



iv
valuable assistance is, probably through the Divine blessing, becom-
ing, from month to month, instrumental in saving immortal souls
from everlasting death.

These remarks, it i humbly hoped, will lead all persons who ap-
prove of the work, 1o feel an increased intcrest in its cireulation
amongst their respective neighbours, friends, and acquaintances.
We are the more anxious that this should be the case, because its
future publication greatly depends on the extent of the number of)
subscribers to it. Our readers will not be surprised at this, on!
recoliecting the cnEAPNESS of the magazine; other monthly works
of the same size, and some of even fewer pages, being published at
one dollar per annum.,

Notwithstanding we have been favoured with several pleasing
testimonies of the excellent nature of the contents of the “ Corrs’
GER's FrIEND,” yet we are fully awave of its containing numeron.
imperfections. Christian candor will cast & mantle of love over,
these, and kindly encourage us to persevere in our labour of lovel
May the Great Head of tha Church continne to smile upon ourl
humble efforts, and render them more efficient in pulling down the
strong holds ¢f saian, and erecting the kingdom of our Redeemeri
among mankind. i

JOHN DONOGH,
- Publislzer.. ‘



PROSPECTUS OF THE 2nd VOLUME

OF THE

(OTTAGER’S FRIEND,

AND

GUIDE OF THE YOUNG.

—~

TERMS~-2s.6d., or 50 cents, Per Year,
PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.
A discovnt of 20 per cent. will be made to Sabbath Schools.

This monthly publication, containing twenty-four pages, 12mo,> *
enm size, of the choicest reanding matter, is designed for the in-
trelion and entertainment of Cottagers, Mechanics, Farmers, Trades-

@, Servants, Apprentices, Sunday-school Scholars, and others.

The design of this work is to aid in the formation of character ;-es-
bish pood principles; cultivate right feelings; promote correct habits
{ ody, mind, and heart, and thus become a storehouse of wseful and:
ining knowledge for the Homs, for the Family, for the Young
w for the Old; constantly supplying a fund of entertaining instruc-
onfor a1l
The leading features of the work will be—History, Geography, Geo-
v Notural History, Travels, Religious Biography, §e., accompanied by
shwndant miscellany of Zssays, Sketches by Sea and Land, Narratives
Bemarkable Occurvences, Interesting Anecdotes, Dialogues, Baok-Notices,
Visery- Notices, Poelry, &c. Considering ‘the narrow limits of - the
wirs Friend, it is impossible to introduce all these topics into each
Imnber : but they will all receive a due share of attention. .

That nothing may be * .serted inconsistent with morality and virtue,
egeatest care will be taken to have every arficle thoroughly di-
%ed pefore it is admitted into this work., It is designed to be in-
rsding not only for the moment, but to be of permanent value, and
0 form @ part of every family librasy.
rdnow, 23 we are under heavy expenses, and great responsibilities, *
nost respectfully invite the Christian public to periée our PROS-
{ITS, trusting that the COTTAGER'S FRIEND will I

g 2ot oing proevred by HEass 0F FasoniesTor theip Cririmut. W
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i the generality of their PEOPLE.

It will be our ceaseless ondeavour to iilus

" and privileges which belong to the ‘“commc

. tional entertainwent, and

the religious and intellectunl improvement of
them a taste for knowledge, and s love of-t)
municate information on =all subjecis likely t¢
to them ; to guard them against those errorm
are peculiarly esposed ; and so to intermix a
objects, as at once to grag&} hejr curiosity
1o profit them in:
t~rests. The sattention ard support of our
_ablic generally is again most respectfully so
3 Communications, post-paid, or sent b;
addiessed © Corracer's XrieNp,” af 2he ¢ Cu
No. 9, Wellingtory Buildings, King Street, Tor
Post-Office, will meet with prompt attentio
received.
25> Ministers and others, procuring Forr
ing their names with subscriptions, shall recel
g™ Editors of newspapers iicerting the
our FRek list. They will please forward a

_ above.
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TO THE FRIENDS OF M
‘Fhe Publisher of this periodical pledges

! penses, to apply a large portion of the pros

Missionary smong our North American Tad
over and help us”

NEW WORK BY MR

the musthorese ot the v BacRwoapg o €asaps,” » Tue
GLEANMINGS,' &c., &e., &

(15 FOUR rARS

TOW READY, the tirst part of this interesting work:,

- »Y GUIDE, or Hixte ox CA¥NADIAR HGUSEEEEPING.

Price One Shilling and Three Pence ecch, sent p
North-America, or the United States.

The three following parts will be published at intex

. tnd each will gonu\ix: rboug seventy-five pages, and on

dien scégery ™
T HHOMANY MACLLAR
I’ L ‘Toronto, C. W.
\ bburat commniston 10 Booksellers aw Agents.
qold ai the Old Couztrymun Gffice, Tor.~to, and
Amen~a and i States.
Toronto, Dec. 2ist, 1854,



