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“No.11. }  SAINT JOHN, N. B., APRIL, 1840.  § vol. 1.

CONDUCTED BY W. W, EATON.

¢ hou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God.—Peter.  On this Rock I will build
-my Church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.—The Lord Messiah.

" pHE SPIRIT'S INFLUENCE IN PTHE CONVERSION OF SINNERS.

d PSR,
< We do not purpose writi g an essay on the above caption, although

dn article has been promisea. Other matters must first be disposed of.

“Tnthe mean time, however, we shall make a few desultory remarks
* on the subject connected with an exposition of John vi. 44,—* No man
"¢an come to me, unless the Father which hath sent me draw hig.”

* This portion of scripture has been quoted innumerable timcs to prove
“the special operation of the Spirit in the conversion of sinners. If the
“drawing in the *‘text” means the direct influence of the spirit; then
“doés the language also prove the inability of a sinuer to come to the
*Lord Jesus without this abstract influence; for it is said that * no man
*¢an come to me,” &c. Then, why do multitudes, perhaps seven-
¢ights of the Baptists and Presbyterians of America quote this to prove
&pecial operations of the spirit when they proclaim man’s ability to
‘obey the Gospel ; and arguc that the defect is in the disposition? If
“1bis seripture refers to the direct iuflucnce of the spirit then are they
<iiiid they only right who quote this to prove that sinners are » nable to
rwome to the Lord Jesus without the special assistance of t1e Holy
s Spirit |
“*“Now, we believe this passage in its plain, obvious acceptation—that
‘Yo man car ceme to the Lord Jesus without he is drawn. It is euly
‘noeessary to read the connection to sce at anee to what the “ drawing”
‘efers, This serap preaching is the curse of the age ! No person whose
‘eye is not jaundiced with a system would think of any extraordinary

dmwing from reading this, if he would read only the next sentence.
--One of our brethren in the ¢ West,” a mere lad, not 1ong since, hear=
fing this text quoted by a clergyman, to prove our views incorrect,
sarose in the assembly, and modestly said, ¢ be pleased, Sir, to read
ithe next verse.”” The clergyman glanced at it, and answered, “ I’ll
ihot be interrupted in my discourse, Sir!”

#*Hear, then, the subsequent verse, It is wnitten in the Prophets,

“and they shall all be taught of God. Every man, therefore, that hath
‘heard and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me.”

"“Here, it is at once apparent, that the drawing of the Father means
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his teaching. Read also Isaiah, liv. 13— And all thy children3shall
be taught of the Lord, and great shall be the peace of thy childrdn.”
"This is the Scripture to which reference is made by the Lord. "Who,
now, would thiuk of a person’s being taught without words? Not since
“ men spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit,” has one man
been found who has learned any thing spiritual, but through the pre-
sent revelation of God ! He who has, let him show himself—let him
develope his knowledge, and he shall have the pages of The Christian
to carry it through the length and breadth of the land.

Nothing do I desire more than to see the public mind undeceived on
this point. So long as men imagine that they are the subjects of new
Revelations, so long will they be igaorant of the word of God, and a
prey to every ignorant enthusiast in the land. And what is worse,
men who boast of their scriptural knowledge are propping up this en-
thusiasm by their absurd modes of interpreting the word of God ; by
taking detached portions, and making them the foundation of a system.
This is particularly the case with the passage under consideration.~
The novice in the christian school, who, perhaps, does not understand
the first principles of the Gospel, having heard this scripture quoted to
prove abstract operations, then hearing such operations denied, withan
air of confidence, asserts, *“no man can come to me unless the Father
which hath sent me draw him ;> taking for granted that the Spirit does
influence men without words, which is the very question in dispute.

It should first be proved that the Saviour had any allusion to such
operations of the spint. This cannot be done—for his illustration
shows that all he intended to communicate to them was, that no man
could become his follower, unless he were taught by the Father. He
knew that his pretensions were such that supernatural testimony be-
came necessary in order to implicit confidence in him. 'The blessed
Jesus, not like many selfstyled ambassadors at the present day, said
ou a previous occasion : “If I bear witness of myself, my witness is
not true,” or more properly translated by Dr. G. CampBeLL—* If I
testify concerning myself, my testimony is notto be regarded.” Johav.
He proceeds then to show that the Father from Heaven bore testimony
to his divine character and mission ; John the Baptist ; the works that
he did ; the scriptures of the Old Festament, and Moses, all conspired
to proclaim him the truc Messiah, the Son of the Living God ! But
our pretended successors of the Apostles will anathamatize any who
dispute their word, when no voice from Heaven, no scripture, no mira-
cle, no Moses, bears testimony to their pretensions to the sacred office.
And to express a doubt that they are under the directions of the divine
spirit, is to be set down as an opposer of the spint—to sin against the
Holy Ghost.

Reader, pardon the digressions. 'The assumptions of erring mortais
are so glaring, that should our pen take the course which the mind
does, in its contemplations of the unwarrantable pretensions of * man,
weak man, clothed with a little brief autherity,” it would frequently
sketch to the readers of the Christian many articles on the effects of
the * special call to the ministry.”
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If the usual interpretation of the passage under consideration is to
be received and the words * no man” be taken literally, what will those
whe matkie such frequent use of it do with the Universalian, should he
quote John xii, 32— And ¥, if I be lifted up from the earth will draw
oll men unto me.” Now, no Calvinist living can get clear of Univer-
salism, if he persists in his exposition of John vi. 44. The Univer-
galian might argue thus with an advocate for special influences from
the above passages,~~* You believe that all those that the Father draws
will come to him.,” You donot doubt but that the Spint of the Father
is the Spirit also of the Son—nor do you dispute the fact that Father
and Son alike draw those whom they would have come to t+2m. This
you must admit. The Savior says to the persons he previously
addressed, “If I be lified up from the earth will draw all men
unto me.” The only escape for the believer in irresistible intlu-
ences from this conclusion is the miserable subterfuge that all some-
times means only 2 part.

With our views of the subject botk passages become plain. The
drawing in both instances mean the same—the preaclung of the Gos-
pel by those men who received it of the Lord and proclaimed 1t with the
Holy Spirit sent down from heaven. None did or could come to the
Lord until he was preached. He was first declared to be the Son of
God with power to the world on the day of Pentecost—then the way
to him was made plain—then the miraculous outpourmng of the Holy
Spirit and the subsequent proclamation of the Gospel drew sinners to
the glorified and exalted Jesus, The Apostles’ commission having
been such that they were to preach the Gospel to * every creature”
“beginning at Jerusalem.” The proclamation of mercy to every crea-
ture through a crucified Jesus was to draw all to lum. Mark the sub-
sequent verse, [viz. the 83d chapter xii.} “ Tlis he sa‘d, signifying
what death he should die.” * He by the grace of (od tasted death
for every man.”

None of the bitten Israelites could come to the brazen serpent, or
even look toward the only remedy provided, unul they were drawn;
ond how was this effected? A herzld in the camp of Israel pro-
claimed abroad the remedy-—the bitien Israehite ¢ beheld the ser-
pent of brass and lived ! Let 1t be remembered by all that our God
and Father never yet issued a command for his ereatures to obey uniil
every thing on the part of Heaven was perfected.  God first does his
work and then calls on man to accept of proffered blessings. He does
not call on men to obey him, and then impart power to comply; but
gives them such requirements as their state and circumstances demand.

He commanded Noah to build an ark ; the materials, however, were
all pr ided by the Creator. The ark was finished, and not t1!l then
wag In ah and his family commanded to enter. The Land of Canaan
was provided with every thing that heart could wish, before Israel was
commanded to go in and possess it.  Salvation was provided in the
Lord Jesus before rmen were called on to believe and obey him.  Man-
sions are prepared for the disciples of Jesus, and they are commanded
to make their ¢ calling and election sure,” so that when the King of
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kings comes they may be prepared to enter in to the marriage supper
of the Lamb. :

Since we have taken our seat to write on this subject, we shall en.
deavor to make our readers acquainted with the sentiments advocated
by the eonductor of The Ckristian, relative .o the Spirit’s influence;
particularly with relation to the conversion of sinners; and also the
sentiments which we oppose. 'We believe all that the word of God de-
velopes on this subject, in its plain, obvious interpretation, by compa.
ring scripture with scripture. ** So say all, adds the reader! Paul
says, * For what man knoweth the things of man, save the Spirit of
man which is in him 1 even so the things of God kkneweth wo man, but
the Spurit of God. 'The Apostle John also speaks of the * Spirit of
truth® and the “ spirit of error ;** we also read coneerning the ¢ spirit
of the world” contrasted with the spirit of God,

Here, Jhen, we have laid down the true Baconian philosophy—the
only way to reason correctly—from things known perfectly to those
not known, or known only partially. 'We do not know how our spi-
rits act on our material bodies, but we do Lnow that they act on other
bodies through the medium of our physical powers. We also know
that there are but two kinds of power in the universe, Physical and
Spiritual. Physical power is called into action when we would move
material bodies.  Spiritual when we would act on mind. 'When,
therefore, we purpose making an effort to induce men to believe our
word, we exert not physical by spirtual power. The question now
is, in what manner do we influence our fellow men? Answer, By our
words and actions. Qur spirits cannot act on the minds of others only
through this medium. 'We do not, therefore, say that the spirit of the
Lord cannot act on the human mind only through the mediura of wo.ds;
but we do assert without fear of successful contradiction, that no man
living can produce one case where man bas ever believed in, loved, of
feared God, without hearing, dircctly or indirectly, of him. None b
those who have been miraculously endowed have learned any thing of
God or his attributes, but through the medium of his revelation.

The mind of man is not moved but by means of the intelligence com:
municated to him. No person ever desired to go to heaven or feared
hell until he first heard and believed there were such places.  Hence
the language of the Apostle, * Faith comes by hearing, and hearing
by the word of God;” * These things are written that you might be-
lieve,” &c. Thus, then, as we put forth the power of our spirits by
our words, so does the spirit put forth his powerful energies to con-
vinee of sin, righteousness and judgment, by his words.

There is, however, this difference—we cannot always be present
with our words ; but the Holy Spirit always presides over the word of
God.  “ Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee
from thy presence? If I ascend up into heaven thou art taere: ifI
make my bed in hell, (hades) behold thou art there. If I take the
wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea;
even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me.
Ps. cxxrix.  If, then, God’s presence is every where manifest, surely
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he is ever present with his word. Remember, we do not say in his
word : but he ever presides over it. 'When it is read or proclaimed,
God speake.  If the Lord Jesus were here in person be would do no
moure than speak to sinners to show them what they are and should
pe—we say, he would do no more ; he did no more when in theilesh.
So far from using any compulsory power, he wept over Jerusalem, and
said, ** How often would I have gathered thy children, liilnhabitanls]
but ye would not.”” And on another oceasion it is said, that in a cer-
tain place he could do no mighty works *because of their unbehef.”
Thus did the Redeemer conduct and influence men in the days of his
flesh. Mark distinctly, then, reader, thet as the Lord was about leav-
ing the disciples, he promised them the Holy Spirit. When he was
vith them they needed not such a teacher, but when he went away
they needed another comforter or advocate.  Will any rational man,
from these considerations, imagine that the Holy Spirit was to produce
an influence over and above, or different from that exerted by the Lord
Jesus Christ himself? We have already scen that Le scught only to
move men by his word ; may we not, therefore, come to the conclu-
rion, without hisitation, that this is also the way, and the only way in
which the holy spirit influences the hearts of men? Now reader, is
this * denying the spirit1” We hope the readers of the Christian will
examine this subject closely. Hundreds pass sentence on the faith of
others, particularly on this point, who never seriously read the serip-
tures one hour to see what they said on this subject. Reader, have
you read your New Testament with sufficient care to distinguish the
difference between the ordinary and eztraordinary influences of the
spit? Did you ever consider the difference between receiving the
apirit of the Lord and the gifis of the spirit? Before you come to cer-
clusions on the subject, take this piece of advice—commence reading
your New Testament ; when you find any thing said about the spint
of the Lord, or the word of God, write it down, or matk tne place for
future reference; thus go through the book, and then you will be
able to judge for yourselves whether the senti:nents above set forth are
e or not: * Prove all things, and bold fast that which is good.”
The writer of this wrote down nearly every sentence in the New Tes-
tament where the word spirit is found—be then compared them before
he ventured to make assertions. The above are some of his conclu-
sions. ’

But now to the sentiments which we oppose: Calvinists and Armi-
jnians admit with us that the spirit influences the sinner by the word s
they are not, however, satisfied to stop here ; but we understand them
to contend that the Holy Spirit, directly, immediately, and abstractly,
[from the word disposes the sinner to love and serve the Lord before he
ill, or can believe and obey it!

Lest some should think that we desire to throw our own sentiments
i the most favorable, and our opposers’ in the most unfavorable light
possible ; we shall further define the sentiments which we oppose, by
deavoring to exhibit to the reader how fur we go together, and then
e place of separation.
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They admit with us that the author of our existence revealed him.
aelf to our original progenite s for their present and future happinesse.
that he spoke to Noah, Abraham, Moses, and others—that he revealed
himself more particularly to Israel from Sinai—to ‘them often by the
Prophets through whom he also revealed his displeasure for their sins,
and the way in which he would have them walk to please him—through
them he revealed the character of the Messiah—the time, place, and
circumstances of his birth, life, death and resurrection. Xe sent Joln
the Baptist the Harbinger of Messias. Xe came in the fullness of time,
made of a woman, made under the law, and thus manifested himself
in flesh; he lived our example and died for our sins, the just for the
unjust, thus became the last sin-offering ; bringing in everlasting righ.
teousness. He arose from the dead for our justification—ascended on
high and was crowned Lord of all—sent down the Holy Spirit accord:
ing to previous promise—the disciples received largely of the spirit,
and at once commenced proclaiming to the world—to every creature,
the words of eternal life. Through them the Holy Spirit spoke to sin-
ners in order to the production of faith in them, that they might forsake
their sins and become the recipients of God's grace. Yes, all these
wonders and miracles were for the conversion of sinners! Thus far
we agree with the ad.ocates of special direct influences.  But, now,
take notice, we say that Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, have done
enough to convince the most ungodly of sin, righteousness, and judg
ment ; that they have done all they cando consistent with ineir perfec:
tions and man’s accountability. 'Wc cannot see what more is possible
to be done.  'What more can he do for the conviction and conversion
of sinners 1 He has promised to do no more, until the sinner believes,
repents, and is immersed, and thus putson the yolke of Jesus ; then h¢
becomes a temple of the Holy Spirit.

Our opponents, however, on the other hand, after admitting all that
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit have done for the conviction and cox
version of sinners, contend that such is the deep depravity of the hu
man heart, that all those stupendous words and works affect the sinner
now, no more than the formal prayers of a lifeless clergyman do th
putrid carcasses of a grave yard, until the Holy Ghost in some indes
cribable, undefinable way, either makes him alive at once, or infuses
supernatural extraordinary power into his word ; more generally iate
the words of some preacher; or by some secret whisper, dream, thur
der or lightning to dispose the sianer to accept of salvation!!

To sum all up in few words, the father of our spirits has called
his aid all heaven and earth to make the sinner acquainted with Gol
and himself, that he may be disposed to serve his Creator, but ko
made a complete failure ! and now, in order to induece one singert
obey the Lord Jesus and accept eternal life, he is under the necessif
of stretching forth his own naked, invisible, almighty arm, and withot
tl'xehi?'te:rvention of means, to effect that which he has failed to &
with ! !

1f this is not making the word of God of non-effect, and complete]
nullifying all that God has revealed, and all that Jesus has dons
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suffered, I have yet to learn that it is possible to make the word of God
of ron-effect !

This is not an exaggeration ; the picture is true, if it is rough. Cal-
vinism and Arminianism lead to this. He who tells a sinner that he
is unable to believe and obey Jesus Clrist with the powers which he
possesses, preaches indulgences to sinners, and they usually cost the
ccmmunity as much ag indulgences did in the days of Martin Luther !
Alas! how mauy are preaching about ability and inability, instead of
preaching Christ as the way, the truth, and the life, and calling on sin-
pers to repent and be baptised for remission of sins, that they may re-
ceive God’s holy Spirit, and become heirs to eternal life,

And yet, for all this, mary of those whose preaching is directly cal-
culated to keep sinners in their sins are crying out ‘false doctrine,”
“you deny the spirit!” As though conscious of their inability to sus-
win their own views of conversion, they try to hide their defects by
crying out * you deny the Spirit ! I

'Tis seldom we offer challenges ; but if any intelligent man will en-
wrinto an examination of the merits of this question, we will engage
1 prove that he who denies that the spiritinfluences the sinner thivugir
the word, or that advocates any other influence of the Sprrit but through
the word, is the man wko denics the Spint of God ! Eprror..

————

ESSAYS ON MAN IN HIS PRIMITIVE STATE, AND UNDER THE
PATP ARCHAL, JEWISH, AND CHRISTIAR DISPENSATIONS.~—NO. Xf

JEWISH AGE.~—NO. IiI,

_ Nexr to the constitution or natural compact at Sinai was the insti-
H tetion of the symbolic worship. The Jewish religion is a wonderful
1 display of Divine wisdom, goodness, and condescension to the wants
f aud circumstances of mankind. No infidel ever understood it, no man
#can understand it and doubt the Divine truth of christianity.  To lay
ddown a diagram in figures, which should one thousand five hundred
ears afterwards, and not before, be read and understood, by millions
fhuman beings as plain as a literal description could be, containing
whole volume in the compass of a single sheet, exhibits such an in-
Elucht into futurity, as no human being ever dia or ever could possess.
uppose that some person were to pretend to be divinely inspired and
smmissioned, and, in the mean time, would afford to the fiving indu-
itable proofs of his mission by a stupendous display of Almighty pow-
B, but designing to have the same credit with pesterity a thousand
prears hence, that he has with the living, how would he most likely ob-
ain the credit? The evidences which, when lving, he presents, he
#amnot present when dead. Let him, however, leave behind him any
Eork which when examined shall be found to contain a knowledge of
fiture events and developements, which no human being could possess,
gtis knowledge being as supernatural as a power which could lift the
gountai -5, must afford equal proof to all who examine it, as the mira-
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oulous display of physical energy. Could any man have written in
symbols, or laid down a diagram in figurcs and numbers presenting a
full description of America before Columbus discovered it, and = his-
tory of all the changes which have taken place since its discovery till
the present year ; I say, could such a work have been executed and
deposited in the archives of the Spanish Government, well attested as
the genuine work of a Spanish prophet, who had dicd at any time,
say a hundred years before Christopher Columbus was born, no per.
son could rationally doubt the inspiration of the suthor, nor the cer.
tainty of the yet future and unaccomplished part of it.  Such a work
is the symbolic worship of the Jews’ religion in all its prominent che.
racterisiics and import, in reference to the institution of Jesus Chrst.

On the doctrine of chances it would be more than two billions to
one that any fifty incidents could all happen in any one character to
live a thousand years after the incidents detailed were recorded. Now,
more than one hundred distinct incidents are found in the Jews' reli
gion and history detailed concerning the Messiah, all of which exactly
met in him, and were circumstantially completed in bim. This is an
argument in proof of the mission of Moses and of Christ, against which
the gates of scepticism cannot prevail.—Whatever proves the mission
of Moses proves the miss.on of Christ ; and whatever proves the mie
sion of Christ proves the mission of Moses. This is a happy arrang.
ment, which is in accordance with the whole Divine scheme of things

If a pretended chemist should, in testing or explaining the affinitics
of certain elementary principles, mingle and combine such simples as
have no chemical affinity, it would not prove the whole doetrine of
chemistry a whimsical or imaginary science. Or should a pedagogue,
when instructing infants in the powers of vowels and consonants, form
unnatural combinations in syllabication, it would rot prove that the
powers of letters and the import of words were unintelligible and inde-
terminate. Neither does the foolish and whimsical interpretation of
types and symbols prove that all symbols and types are arbitrary, un-
meaning, unintelligible, and undefinable things. Yet in this way some
reason. Because some young novices, and some old visionaries, bare
made types where there werc none, and .nisapplied those that were;
therefore, say they, the whole system of types and symbols i> unmean-
ing and unintelligible.

It is well for man, that faitk and not reason is the principle on which
all revealed religion is founded. For although some sceptics scowl «
the idea of faith, and extol the superiority ofreason, as a guide, yetth
truth is, that faith is incomparably a more safe guide, than reasm
Not one in a thousand reasons infallibly or even correctly. Numerow
as are the falsehoods believed, they do not bear the proportion of ozt
to ten to the errors committed in reasoning. And were a man to mal¢
reason his solc guide, even in the common affairs of this life, and rejed
oll faith in human testimony, he would be in proportion as he live
conformably to his reason, the greatest errorist in his day. Hence?
was that the Grecian and Roman philosophers erred more extravagar
ly, and ran into wilder extremes in religion, than the tribes which im
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plicitly followed tradition, or acted upon the principles of fath, Nota
husbandman 1 ten, who attempts to strike out a new course in agri-
culture, but miscarries oitener than he succeeds. And so precarious
arc the best reasoners upon the plough and the shuttle, that notlung is
rehied upon but experiment. Not a husbandman in ten can rely upon
s own judgment or reason in deciding the pretensions of a new
plough, or of a new made of cultivation, until experience has taught
lim 1ts merits orits defects. Hence, experience is continually correct-
ing the errors of reason. Ilence, an ounce of experience is worth a
pound of reason w the common business of ife. "They then, who be-
lieve, or in other words, rely upon the experirnce of others in human
affarrs, err less frequently, and much less fatally, than they who reject-
wg faith, or the experience of others, set sail upon the ocean of specu-
Iation and reason. The wise man rests upon experience, until he is
able to prove by reason, or by his own experiments, that his ancestors
have erred. If every gencration was to reject the cxperience and 1n-
structicns of the past, there would soon be a rapid retrogression in the
improvements of society. But, without being tedious, they use reason
best, who pay a good regard to those who have lived hefore them, and
never dare to rely on their own reasonings, any further than that they
have proved them by experiment. He that drinks water to extinguish
the burning sensations oceasioned by swallowing vitriol, though he rea-
sons plausibly, does not reason more discordantly with fact, than the
majority of reasoners who reason themselves into universal doubt. If
then, in the material world, and with reference to the common busi-
ness of hfe, men more frequently err in impheitly following their own
reason, than mn followwng the cxperience related to them by others,
low much depcudence ought to be placed upon sheer reason, in the
things pertaiaing to the invisible and future world.  But there is one
tremendous consequence attached to the errors of rcason in things per-
taining to the spiritnal and eternal world, that is not necessarily atten-
dant on errors pertaining to temporal affuirs.  Experiments may, ge-
rerally do, and almost universally might, divorce us from these errors.
But if experience of our mistakes in religious faith, or in rejecting
faith altogether and adoptng reason, is to be the means, the sole
means of detecting them, deplorable beyond the powers of expression
will be the detection of our own sophistry.

But whither have I strayed from my purpose? To return, then, to
the symbolic worship :—

There is a most ingenious and instruetive synibolizing ot adumbra-
ting of the christian Iustory or fucts in the whele history of the Jewish
people.  Their history, as well as their worship, seems to have been

designed for figures or types of the Kingdom of the Messiah.

Joseph was sold into Egypt by his own brethren. He was sold, too,
for thirty preces of silver. His own good conduct and the Divine wis-
dom bestowed upon him, after a few years degradation, sorrow, and
suffering, placed him upon the throne, or made him viceroy of Egypt.
He forgave his brothers and provided an isheritance for them. Israel

‘went down into Egypt ;—Moses was finally raised up to bring them
32

2
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out ;—-and then a new scene of things commences.  Now he must bs
blind indeed, who carnot see in the decree that exposed Moses, in his
exaltation, Divine call, and mission, in lus leading [srael through the
Red Sca, in the mediation at Mount Siuai, in the perigrinations through
the wilderness, and in a hundred incidents of this history, an exact ¢g.
incidence with the facts recorded by Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John,
concerning the Messiah.  But these historic incidents though evidently
figurative, and made to have a prospective reference to the incidents
in the evengelical narrations, do not ranh among those symbolic insti-
tutions, whose primary design was to prefigure the Messiah and his
redemption. Such were the institnted acts of worship belonging to the
tabernacle.

Sacrifice 15 as old as the fall of man, or at least was instituted imme-
diately afterwards, and continued in practice among all those favored
with dwvine revelations, till the sacrifice of the Messiah, when it legi-
timately ceased. Al sacrifices since offered have been unauthorized
by God. He accepted one sacrifice which forever perfects the believers
as to sacrifices. This divine institution has spread all over the world,
No nation of antiquity, and, perhaps, not a tribe now on rarth is with-
out some vestiges of 1it. It was an wstitution that human reason never
could have originated. The idca that the bleed or life of any animal
could be aceeptable to the Creator of the world has no archetype, mo.
del, or analogy, in the sensille or visible creatioun to originate it. The
ancients confirmed all their covenants over the bodies of slain animals,
But this practice seems to have originated from the sacrifices which were
offered at the ttmes when God conunanded them in confirmation of aay
promise, which he gaveto any of the humanfamily. Thus the patriarchs
confirmed thicir covenants, and from them the custom obtained of con-
firming all covenants with bleod. Hence the seals of all the articles of
stipulation of solemn import were seals of blood. And when this custon
was laid astde, and wafers instead of vietims became the seals of written
eontracts, they were colored red, as the symbol of the seals of blood.

Among the ancients, the gradations in the obligation and solemnity
of all agrecments were, first, a mere verbal promise without witnesses;
second, a verbal promise before witnesses ; third, an oath ; and fourth,
a victm slain.  Thus when the national constitution of Israel was con-
summated, Moses, after he had audibly spoken the whole items and
conditions, had, by divine appointment, animals slain, and the blood
was scattered over the parchment and the people.  So the highes
pledge or assurance of God’s love cver given to mortal man, greate
than promise, oath, or even human sacrifice, is the blood of Jesus, by
whieh the new institution has been ratified. But after these generals,
we may come to particulars in the symbolic worship at another day.

PR S—

CHRISTIAN UNION.—No. 3.

v our previous papers it has been made apparent that much of the
happiness of the ancient christians flowed from their union. That itis
sinful to make or keep up divisions in the body of Christ, we trust liss
also becn satisfactorily proved. It now remains for us to show the
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pricipal causes of disunion, and the principles on which all ahristians
may meet and form one communion.

The causes of disunion. 'These are so numerous, that we fear to
begin a parucular specification. The grand and radical cause, how-
ever, is the want of conformity to the word of God. Were men guid-
ed by this, they never would hate or try to injure one of the human
family. If the - word of Christ dwelt in them richly,” they would by
their love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, and meekness, con-
vince all who associ ted with them that they were filled with the spirit
of Christ.

The cause of individual opposition and religious variance is easily
solved. All who are properly instructed in the christian scriptures take
pleasure and satisfaction in the company of those who love the Lord.
aithough they may conscientiously differ. 'What then should prevent
such persons from living i a Church together? But to the causes of
separation.

Ignorance. Persons may be well instrueted in the arts and sciences
and ignorant of the Iiving oracles.  An individnal may have read all
the human productions ever written, and yet be extremely deficient in
Bible knowledge. T'o become acquainted with the seriptures is essen-
tial to rational union. The more enlightened the christian, the more
he desires to see all who love and serve the Lord forming one band of
holy brotherhood.

Ignorance of each other’s principles often keep christians separate.
Should they meet frequently and have a cordial interchange of senti-
ment with the Bible in their hands, they would soon see the full amount
of difference. The more distant religious persons Reep, the more they
nagnify each other’s supposed errors.

Agitating speculative questions. These gender strife.  No person
but partially acquainted with the scriptures will do this. 'We, there-
fore, sum up all the causes and difficulties amongst professors of reli-
gion in a want of scriptural knowledge, corformity in their lives to the
word of God, and acquaintance with each other.

It was our design in the commencement of this article tc go into a
particular enumeration of the causes of disunion, but we have consi-
dered the subject carefully, and are satisfied that the best way to pro-
mote real chnstian umon is to disseminate scriptural knowledge ;5 en-
deavour to draw off the attention of the world from men’s inventions,
and fix them on the word of God—the scriptures of truth.

The Church was ouce unrted ; all the disciples were of * one heart
and one mind.”  They then had no human laws ; they were wholly
governed by the Apostles under the inspiraton of the Spirit. Al
though there was a deep rooted animosity existing between Jews and

 Gentiles, still, when they surrendered themselves wholly to the teach-
ing of the Lord’s twelve princes, sitting on thrones judging the twelve
tribes of Israel, they were one ; they became united.

The church continued thus for & length of time. They passed ma-
ny fiery persecutions by which every natural and national tic was
severed 5 but their love to the Lord, his people, and cause, continued.
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They knew uno difference in the human family as Christians but that
formed by virtue and vice. Those that beheved and obeyed the Lord
Jesus were their brethren.

In process of time, however, the disciples, desirous that their friends
might become fellow heirs with them in the kingdom of the Lord, be-
gan to be conformed to the world. Soon heathenism and Judaism be-
gan to be mixed with Christianity ; and thus the sword of the Spirit,
the word of God, was mufiled with the doctrines and commandments
of't .en, and the truth shorn of its beauty, simplicity, and glory.

Some invented original or birth sin, and others infant baptism to
wash it away; and then the Church was carnalized and secularized
until, from the Emperor to the bandit, from the man of a century to
the infant of days, all became members of ¢ the Church,” From such
a mass of corruption it became a virtue to dissent. The cry was, and
now should be heard—* come out of her my people.”  DMany have
professed to come out, but they bring so much with them, that they set
up antagonist principles, and hate each other more cordially than the
corrupt mass trom which they have departed. But now we ¢
“ynion.”” We plead for a return of those days when all who loved
the Lord were one.

If we should believe and practice as did the ancients, we should un-
doubtedly be united. The Church was one, and wrought efficiently
until the introduction of associations, conferences, syunods, councils,
&c. Then originated that great curse to Christendom which is now
the greatest barrier to Christian union—~we mean Auman creeds.

It matters not by what name they are called—whether * articles of
faith,” ¢ church discipline,” or * confession of faith.”” The fact that
such human productions have been and n w are the principal cause
of the want of seriptural knowledge and unanimity amongst the fol-
lowers of the Lamb is too manifest to be denicd.  Neither is it necessary
that a creed should be written or printed in order that one may exist.
He who governs himself or seeks to govern others by any thing shert
of a ¢ thus saith the Lord,” found either in the word or practices of
Apostolic Christians, has a creed which he either imposes oun himsell
or others.

As we honestly consider human creeds or bonds of union the
cause of the perpetuation of strife and division, we here substitute the
remarks of, to us, an unknown author on the inunlity and evil of

« HumaN Creeps.—From the principles elucidated in the preceding
remarks, it must be perfectly obvious that human creeds, occupying
the place and subserving the purposes they do in the church, are atve-
riance with the great law of Christ’s house, and should be forthwith
abandoned. A synoptical view of the sentiments of a church we do
not particularly object to, provided it is not considered as binding upor
any one. >

#* Our objections to human creeds will be briefly stated in the follew-
ing order :— )

1. No real benefit can be derived from them. They do not keeper
ror out of the church, because they are all, more or less, erroneous
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This is introducing it into the church. The bible would be much het-
ter to kevp error ont of the ehurch, because it contains no error.  'To
say that they are more explien and plam than the Bible, is to charge
the Holy Spirit with meompetency.  To say that they are more con-
cise than the Bible, and therefore 1o be preferred, is to allege that the
Bible 1s redundant.  'We are aware that human creeds are so concise,
“hat they contain hitle else than human speculations.  To say that they
are a necessary boud to bind Christans together, is to deny the efficacy
of Christian love. ¢ Love is the bood of perfectness.” It is the only
divinely constituted bond of union.

“2. Theirrtendency isevil, only evil,and that continually. The history
of the Church, from the tume of the fabrication of the Nicene Creed, until
thepresent period, isa continual demonstrauon ofthe truth of this position.

“ 8. There is no divine warrant for their use, either from nrecept or
example.  Aand the reason is very obvious : inspired truth, unmodified
and uncommended, was the only au.horized constitution of the church.

“4, They are the fruits of an unauthorized and sinful legislation in
the church.  Christ has never vested the legislative power in the
church.  That power he has wisely reserved to himself. That creeds
are legislative enactments no one can doubt. They are made the laws
of the church.

5. They supersede the Bible. This is evident from the fact, that
they constitute the basis of sectarian churches and ecclesiastical judica
trtes. Fersons for admission are exammed by the creeds. All their
judicial proceedings are conformed to the samerule. Delinquents are
ted by the Creed, and not by the Bible.

“6. They tend most powerfully to perpetuate the enormous evils of
sectarianism.  Specifications here are unnecessary.

*7. They eject real Christians from the church. A change of views
whieh is acknowledged not to affect the Chrisuan character of a per-
son, is a sufficient reason for his ejectment from the church, according
to the creeds.  Thousands have been cast out of the church for no
better reason.

“8, They prevent real Christians from coming into the church.
They cannot conscientiously comply with all their self-made terms of
membership.  Thus the privileges of the church are denied to the
members of Christ’s body.

“9 They prevent an increase of scriptural knowledge. If a man
hare imbibed erroi., 't is disorderly, according to the creed, to retract
them. If he shall gain any new light, he must be regarded as a here-
tie, and be treated accordingly. The creed stands with a drawn sword

“to prevent any member of the church advancing 1 the way of scrip-
-tural knowledge. It will not allow the mind to transcend its narrow
limits.  All beyond is forbidden ground.

“10. They are almost invariably made by the few, and imposed on
‘the many. A few in one generation will fabricate the systems of faith
for all coming generations. To question their infallibility, in ages af-
terwards, is regarded as truly schismatical n the Protestant, -as it is
i the Catholic church, to question the infalibility of the Pope.
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« 11, A desirable Christian union cannot be effected while they hold
their present place in the church. They stand directly in the way of
such a union. Their unauthorized terms of fellowship can never be
complied with.  They conflict with each other. So that creeds must
be discarded, or the hope of the formation of a gospel union among
Christians must be relinquished.

« 12, Tt is rebellion against the great Head of the church to retain
them. It is rebellion to leave the divine Constitution of the church,
and make a human fabrication the rallying point. It is rebellion
against the King of Zion to set a new and inhibited standard of ac.
tion in his church. His example is made the only standard of action,
To set up another, is most clearly to rebel. To receive men as he re.
ceives them is our great law. 'To receive them as Calvin, as Wesley,
or as Fuller receives them, is o new and rebellious law in the church,

Therefore, creeds should be immediately discarded. 'To permit them
to hold their present place and subserve their present purposes in the
churches is unsafe—is productive of immense mischief, and is incom-
patible with submission to the prerogatives of Christ.”—Ep.

BAPTISM.—THE ACTION. No. IIL

‘Waen all other rules of interpretation fail, we draw our conclusions
relative to the meaning of a word or sentence, by examining the con-
nexion in which it is found. The meaning of baptista we are willing
to submitto any ordeal. We have opened the Old and New Testa:
ments, and have found it invariably translated, when used literally, im-
mersion ; the classics say immersion and dipping is the rieamngof
bapto and baptizo ; all learned men admit that immersio : is the pr-
mary sigunification ; a single word can express but one act ; in its figy
rative use the idea of immersion is always connected with its applice-
tion, and now we shall submit the last criterion to which interpreters
resort for the truth, viz. examine the connexion in which the word is
found.

5. The first occurrence of the word in the New Testament informs
us that the inhabitants of Jerusalem and Judea came out and wer
baptised of John in Jordan. Here the fact is obviously stated that
baptism is the application of the subject to the water, not the watert
the subject as the opposers of immersion practice. Now, thereisa
rule of wterpretation which always holds good. It differs from al
others in that it has no exceptions. It is this : Substitute the defink
tion of the word for the word itself, it will always make sense. let
us make an application of the rule to the occurrence above alluded to
We argue that immersion is the only meaning of the word. Hear
Matthew iii. 6— And were all immersed of him in Jordan.”” Thi
reads easy and correctly ; but take the other definition: And were
all sprinkied in Jordan ! Now if it read they were * sprinkled wilk
Jordan” still it would be as difficult to understand how John coull
teke up the river Jordan, as it would be to sprinkle several thousand
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people in the river. Again—*And were all poured in Jordan.”
Pouring people into the river would also be heavier work than immer-
sing them.  Reader, take any place in the scriptures where the word
baptise occurs, and you will sce the same difficulties attending pouring
and sprinlling. "We will notice a few more : Rom. vi.—* We are bu-
ried with him by sprinkling into death ! ¢ Buried with him in
sprinkling, wherein also you are msen!!” 1 Cor. xv.—** Else what
shall they do who are poured for the dead,” &c. But I can proceed
no further.  'T'he reader will think that the subject is not treated with
that seriousness which its importance demands. Far be it from us to
hold up the subject to ridicule ; but if the quoting of the seriptures in
the sense in which Paido-Baptists receive it causes it to sound so ridi-
culous to them, how must it appear to those who view its performanoe
with a full conviction that it has no foundation in the word of God ;
but is the production of an age which spread blight aud desolation
over the fair face of God’s moral vineyard ! !

6. Not only does the connection in which the word is found require
mmersion as its iuvariable meauing, but the prepositions used in des-
cribing it, and the circumstances connected with its administration, go
still farther to establish the meaning of baptizoto be nothing but immerse,
If the prepositions have their literal and primary signification, and
no honest translator gives a secondary meaning to a word, if the
prmary will possibly give the serse of the original, then, in every in-
stance the language is one—and that is immersion. It 1s baptised in
water; they go down info the water ; they come up out of or from the
water. We are aware of all that can be said about substtuting with
and to, &e. for iz and into and out of ; but the subterfuge 1s so mse-
rable that we shall not stop to notice it, until we take up the objections
generally.

The argument drawn from the prepositions, and the circumstances
of baptistn, is not one of minor consideration, although it 13 often
ridiculed.

The justly celebrated Dr. Doddrige says, *“I am more and more
convinced that the vulgar [common] sense of the New Festament, that
is, the sense in which an honest man of plain sense would take it, on
his first reading the original, or a good translation, is almost every
where the true and general sense of the passage. I chwsose to follow

 the plainest, and the most obvious and common interpretation, which
indeed, T generally think the best.” Now, nd intelhgent, candid Paido-
Baptist can doubt that a common reader of the New Testament would,
without hesitation, conclude that immersion was the meaning of bap-
tism in every instance ; unless he had had his mind previoucly warped
by the prejudices of education.

In illustration of the above, we shall bere introduce a well authen-
ticated narrative, the truth of which cannot be disputed :

HOW INDIANS READ THE BIBLE.

While on a visit to the State of A , in the summer of 18:?,—-,. an
occurrence was related to me, which, if you think 1t worthy of publica-
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tion, you may give it to your readers. It was substantially as follows:

In the early part of the same year a Paido-Baptist preacher wag
employed by the Bible Society to distribute Bibles among the Indians
of the Cherokee nation. On presenting a bible to a sprightly young
man who understood the English language, the preacher said to him,
¢ Please accept this book, read it, believe 1t, and do what it commands
you.” It was received with a nod of acquiescence.

The next summer the Indian attended a camp-meeting in the neigh.
bourhood of the preacher, a short distance from the Tennessee river,
He embraced the earliest opportunity of seeing the kind friend who had
put into his hand a book, wlich taught him the way of life and salva-
tion. During the interview the Indian said to the preacher, *Mr. ),
I want you to go with me to the river.” *Why,” said the preacher,
*do you wish me to go with you to the river?”  «“1I want you to bap.
tise me,” rephed the Indian. ¢ I can baptize you without going to the
river,” said the preacher. “Where?"” inquired the red man anxiously,
 Here,” respouded the preacher. After looking hastily around him
for a moment, the Indian inquired,in a tone indicating surprise, * How
can you buptize me here where there iz no water?” He was told tha
they could have water brought for the purpose. From the movements
of the wild man, 1t was evident he did not uaderstand how he could he
baptised there. Observing his perplexity aud want of comnprehension,
the feacher found it necessary to explain the mode of baptism to thi
child of nature, who, being unacquainted with the modern changes and
improvements in the fashionable world, had, by reading the bible
the old fashioned way, foolishly understood 1t to mean what it said—
The ignorance of this uncultivated savage was removed by being 1o-
formed that, by the ordinance as it now stood, they avoided both the
disgrace and the trouble of going to the niver, and it was to be perform-
ed by pouring a little water on his forehead !

The man of the woods had his cye steadily fixed on his spiritual in-
structer until the explanation was concluded, when his countenanc
fell ; and gazing vacantly into space, he stoc’ some time lost
thought; then, starting up as from a reveric, and f. ening his eye agan
upon the preacher, he, in a tune of voice and with a countenance ex-
pressive of disappointment and surprise, inquired anxiously, *“Is that
baptism 7 He was answered in the affirmative. A momentary pause
ensued ; then, as if calling to recollection something which had not oc
curred before to explain the mystery, he exclaimed—* WELL, 1F THAT
1S BAPTISM, YOU GAVE ME THE WRONG BOOK !”

His idea seemed to be that each sect (or company, as another Che
rokee® once called the different denominations,) had a book or a bible
of its own; and this gentleman had, through mistake, given him a Bap-
tist bible ; for that represented baptism to be immersion.

So reasoned an unsophisticated child of nature, who read the scrip-
tures as they stand, without the aid of any expositor, and without he-

* When asked why he did not become a Christian, he replied, ** I am waiting t¢
see which.company ts right.”



THE CHRISTIAN. 257

ving any system in his eye or any prdconceived opiniou to support, but
to learn what the book required that he might do it.

Query.—If all read the Bible as the Indian did, would they not come
to the same conclusion—viz. that if any believe baptism to mean any
thing but immersion, they must learn it from some other book ¢

The above was related to me by several persons who were present
and heard the conversation between the preacher and the Indiaun.—
Two of ther were at that time members of the Paido-Baptist commu-
nion ; and if I am not mistaken, were led, from the remarks of the In-
dian, to read the Bible in the same old-fashioned way, and came to
the same conclusion, and were afterwards immersed. One of them is
now a preacher in the reformation, of more than ordinary talents.”

No person who has attentively read the New Testament, without be-
ing prejudiced in favor or against any system, can doubt but that the
conclusion of the untutored son of the forest would be that of every
moun who would take the word of God alone as his guide.

7. Ournext argumentto prove that daptizo meanstoimmerse,and no-
thingbutimmerse, is, the uniform practice of the Eastern or Greek Church
until this day. Persons, but partially acquainted with Chnreh history,
are aware that the Greek Church, embracing all the Russian Empire
and the Christian Churches of Turkey in Europe and Asia, with all
that call themselves Christians, east and north of the influence of Ro-
manism, ordinarily immerse their infants and proselytes !

Although, perbaps, the present language spoken by the Greeks, dif-
fers as much from classic Greek as the ltalian language does from the
Latin of Virgil and Cicero, yet the difference is not greater than the
present English and that written and spoken seven hundred years ago ;
and it is well known that all the principal words in our language are
the same in signification as then ; at all events the English ought to be
the best interpreters of their own language !

This much, then, we claim for the Greeks. They say that baptizo
means to dip, and they therefore practice this whether in Russia’s cold
and dreary forests, or the warm and delightful isles of Greece !

This argument is of more consequence to the illiterate inquirer for
truth than volumes of criticisms on the roots and derivations of words.

How must the clergyman, professing to be a scholar and a christian,
who asserts that baptizo does not in any case mean to immerse, blush
in the presence of a native Greek, acquainted with his own language,
who never attached any other signification to the word !

I pity for the wretched be a generous passion, who can help indulg-
ing in it when he sees an illiterate believer in immersion hang his head,
daunted and dismayed by the unfair criticism of a learned teacher who
tells him the word baptize is Greek, and signifies pouring as well as
dipping? Great men love sometimes to trifle. The inference which
these translators draw from their own version is not exactly logical; for
I prove, says the Doctor of Divinity, going to dedicate an infant to the
Lord, that the word baptise signifies to pour as well as to dip. In vir-
tus of this, what does he? He takes the infant, and neither’pours nor

33
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dips, but sprinkles it, and then hifts up his voice and says to a congrega.
tion of plain English scholars, the Greek will bear me out!

Suppose an lliterate believer in immersion should stand up and say to
such a man: * Sir, I have understood that Jesus lived and died in the
East—-that four of his disciples wrote his history in the Greek language
—that his Apostles peached in Greek to the inhabitants of Greece, and
that the Greelts heard, believed, and were baptized ;—every nation un.
derstands its own language best, and no doubt the Greeks understand
the Greek better than we do—now I have been informed-—set me nght
if I am wrong—that from the first preaching of the Apostles to this day,
the Greeks have always understood, that to baptize wasto dip ; andso
far are they from thinking that to baptize is to pour or sprinkle, X have
been told that they baptise by dipping three times. I do not under-
stand Greek, but I think the Greeks themselves do. 1If, therefore, 1
were to dip for other reasons ; and if I were obliged to determine my
practice by the sense of the single word baptism ; if 1 were drawn
to thu ne_cssily of trusting somebody, my reason would command me
to teke the sense from the natives of Greece rather than from you fo-
reigner! 'That this howest man would suppose a true fact is beyond
all contradiction. In determining the precise meaning of a Greek word,
used to signify a Greek ceremony, what possible chance has a session
of lexicographers against a whole empire of native Greeks ? Let the
illiterate enjoy themselves, aud recollect when they understand immer-
sion to be the only valid baptism, they understand Greek exactly as
the Greeks themselves understood it.”"*

* A few years since, 1 had an interview with the Captain of a Greek
ship, from one of the islands of the Archipelago, who was a member of
the Greek Church. He was wholly unacquainted with English, and
his Greek pronunciation was difficult to understand. An Htalian,well
versed in both languages, was our interpreter. 'When informed that}
believed in dipping, an approving smile kindled in his countenance,
and he with great rapidity and emphasis pronounced ego baptiza, ego
baptizo, at the same time bending his head forward, and putting his
hand over it so as to meet behind, to show that to baptize was to plunge
all over head and ears. This he did three times to represent their trine
immersion. When something was said about sprinkling, he stretched
forth his hand with a frowning aspect, and an indignant poh! asif it
had nothing to do with baptize.”§

In our next we shall attend to objections.—Enpitoxr.

* Altered & few words from Robinson’s Researches, 1 Benedict’s Edition of Ro-
bertson’s History of Baptism.

e —

OUR OPPONENTS’ OPINION OF “THE CHRISTIAN.”

‘We were greatly amused not long since, on hearing an expression
of popular opinion relative to our publication.

That our friends abroad may have an idea of the circumstances
which surround us in the city ; and the cause of much opposition, we
submit the following facts in the form of a dialogue.
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The reader will bear in mind that B. and C. are subscribers, and A.
from denominational motives does not see fit fo take the work.

A. secing C. with the first number in his hands, with surprise ex-
claims—* Why, Mr. €., do you take that work ?

C. Well, I have subscribed for it.

A. You ought to examine it well before you take it into your family.

C. Not having yet read the work, I am unable to pass any judgment
onit. What kind of work 1s 1t 1 Have you read it?

A. No; but “they say” the conductor’s sentiments are extremely
heretical !

C. As you understand religious subjects better than I do, I wish
you would take the pamphlet—read it carefully through, and point out
the errors; and if you think it would be dangerous to introduce into
my family, 'l send it back and take no more.

A. I will do so as scon as I have time. 'When you call again I
hope I shall be able to satisfy you. [C. departs.]

{According to promise A. reads the pamphlet to the end without
being able to detect the heresy, so great was his disappointment that
be read it over again! Mr. C. calls the second time.]

C. Have you examined the periodical, Mr. A.?

4. Yes; I have read it through twice,

C. Well, what is the result?

A. I must acknowledge that I was prejudiced ; I read it in order to
find all the fault I possibly could; dut I should not dare to say that
there was one senfence in it erroneous !

C. Here is the money—~the work may be left at your house, as it is
more convenient for the carrier than at mine.

[Scene 2d.—A. and B. walking down the street together.]

A. Have you seen Mr. E’s magazine or pamphlet, Mr. B.?

B. I have. Have you read it?

4, Ves.

B. What do you think ofit?

[A. honestly relates the conversation with Mr. C\. and then adds :]

A. The sentiments, so far as I read, were undoubtedly the truth,
B0T—it 10ill not do 20 countenance the work—we know from whence it
came. Epiroxn.

[ S —— .

LETTER, No. IIL.
TO ELDER SAMUEL ROBINSON.

My Dear Sir,~—Near the close of another montlh I find myself seat-
ged with my former letters before me to finish the task imposed on wy-

If. T have carefully reviewed my letiers, to see, if, in haste, I had
penned any thing which I now regret ; so that it may be ¢ neclled be-
.’ore I proceed farther; but I see no sentiment advare:d = 1:ch I should
g unwilling to sustain, unless it be 2 remark which one of my breth-

en in the City thought rather extravagant, viz. the spending * several
gours of an evening, hearing what is called ¢ an experience.’" This
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was considered an exaggeration. Perhaps it was ; ¥ should have writ-
ten experience in the plural, and then it would have been all righ.—
Having made this correction without a demand from you, I hope it will
be considered as an earnest of what we are willing at all times to do
when convinced of an error, or an exaggeration.

In this letter, Sir, I wish to lay before you the wjury I am confident
has, and must result, from demanding a ¢ Christian experience’ from
the unbaptised, in order to admission to that ordinance.

‘When I speak of injury being sustained, you will not, I hope, mis-
understand me. Farbe it from me to say or do any thing which would
prevent persons giving a history of their childhood, youth, or manhoed,
or the time and place in which their attention was called up to think
on their present and future well-being ; nor do I object to hearing any
thing which is true from Saint or sinner : but to this I enter my protest,
viz. requiring a relation of these exercises asa condition of diseipleship
—ag evidence of remission of sins. That Baptist Churches, Arminian,
and Calvinian, sit as a Court of Inquiry or Jury to judge of such exer-
cises, whether the subject of them has obtained pardon or not, 1s,a fact
go obvious, that you, Sir, will not, I trust, dispute it.

Now, my first argument against the practice, is—We have neither
precept nor example for it in the New Testament. By the New Testa-
ment I mean since the commencement of the christian dispensation.
*Tis true Jobn required ‘‘fruits meet for repentance” of those who
came to his baptism ; but this was not for evidence of _neir pardon—
but of repentance or reformation. These fruits were not the agitations
of their minds, but a real reformation. Hear him addressing each class
with reference to their respective characters : Luke, iri. 8~14.  After
he informed them that they must do something besides call Abrahan
their Father—the people say, “what shall we do?” Kuowing, doubt-
less, that covetousness was the most prevailing sin, he answered, **He
that hath two coats Jet him impart to him that hath none ; and he that
hath meat, let him do likewise.”” The publicans or tak-gatherers came
to be baptized, saying, * Master, what shall we do 1" ¢ Exact nomore
than is appoint you.” This being their prevailing sin, he taus struck
at the root. The soldiers demanded, ¢ And what shall we do 1" Jobn
ausweied, “Do violence to no man—mneither accuse falsely,and be con-
tent with your wages.”—You will join with me in saying that thiss
admirable. Here he joins repentance and reformation. He doesad
tell them that these are minor things compared with the exercises o
the mind ; but these were the “fruits worthy of repentance.” Here, bk
it remembered, however, that these things were not considered evider
ces of pardon and acceptance with the Lord, but the conditions d
coming to his baptism, which was “for the remission of sins.”—Lulg
iit. 3. I am as desirous, Sir, as you possibly can be, to ascertam oft
sinner whether he believes with all his heart and sincerely repents
his sins before he he is baptized; but I do not believe that his faith and
repentance are evidence of his being in a state of pardon and Justafics
tion ; while some preachers connected with the Baptist Churches &
very particular to tell the people that the candidate for baptism haser
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pericnced pardon long before he oame there. Rut1 trust this is not
the case with you, Sir ; it ca.tnot be, because you exhort sinners to be
whaptized for remisssion of sins.” Contrast the mauner in which sin-
ners camz to the Church of Christ in Apostolic times, with the recep-
uon of sinners to a Baptist Church. Take the last first:—The per-
son, perhaps a youth, comes to the Confereuce Meeting—with many
doubts and fears—trembling, he arises—he gives an account of his
first awaking—he tells the preacher how he felt under this and that
discourse of his—of his distress of mind, and the peace and calm en-
suig. He is questioned by the seniors, not as to his confidence in the
Saviour, as the great sacrifice for sins, but in relation to his feelings;
not concerning his faith, but the ezercises of his mind. 'This being
over he retires to another room. Now, to & sensitive youth, comes a
time of awful suspense.—Shall I be accepted or rejected ? are ques-
tions of awful mowment to him. The church in the meantime consult
together. The question is, has this person ‘ experienced religion,”—
that is, has he obtained pardon, has he received the Holy Spirit. What
is the proof—zke ezercises of the individual's mi) 4, and his own word for
it; placed too, in circumstances that would naturally cause him to
make out, as far he could consistent with truth, a history as nearly
corresponding with the sentiments of the church as possible. [NoTe.
Was there ever a case before where a person was permitted to give tes-
timony for himself 1] The question is put—Iately the vote has usual-
ly been unanimous ; but perhaps you, m- dear Sir, are aware that the
personal opposition of one member has sui the individual aside for a
time to see if he can give this person satisfaction. Turn the child out
of doors because it is weak, and see if it will live in the street a few
weeks, if so, bring it into the house aud feed it! The Baptist churches
bowever, cannot be accused of doing this lately. They are more anx-
ious to enlarge the flock than formerly. But,I cannot pass by a pecu-
liar case coming under my own cognizance, not many months since.
The individual was an old gentleman of unblemished reputation.
He visited tlis City. Having heard me preach, he was desirous that
Ishould visit him. I did so, and spent some time in conversation
with him. T announced the gospel to him—he declared his belief in
it, and his desire to be baptised ; but added he, * I cannot tell the par-
ticular time when I experienced a change of heart, but 1love the Lord,
and desire to obey him in all things.” He had to leave the city so
soon that he could not then be immersed ; and another resson was, the
community in which he lived were baptists, and he desired to put on
the Lord in his own neighbourhood. He returned home—he requested
baptism of a baptist minister of that place—think of it, Sir, an old
Gentleman, quite unwell, yet in the full possession of his mental poy-
ers—trembling on the brink of eternity—beseeching a regular baptist
minister to immerse him, and yet ke refused.  You are ready to ask
what could he say under such circumstances! Well, that minister said
in this city—*¢ I know that the old gentleman is one of the most up-
right men in the community—1I doubted not his sincerity—but I could
not obtain an evidenee that he had been born again.””” Now, Sir, I
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had rather baptise the whole Province of New Brunswick on theirown
word that they believed the gospel and were desirous of serving the
Lord, than have to give the account of that minister!!

But to return to our candidate. Suppose hereceives an unanimous
vote that he is a christan—that his cxperience is a christian exper.
ence. He feels quite joyful. His doubts and fears are now gone,
Fifty, perhaps tvo hundred have voted that they believe he has ob.
tained pardon. Why is he more joyful now than formerly ? Is it be-
cause God has done anything more for him ? No; but ¢ there are s
many good people that have decided that I am am an * heir of God and
a joint heir with Jesus Christ’* Here, then, Sir, is my main oppo.
sition to these experience meetings: they lead the individual to trust
in Aimself and the good opinion the church forms of him.

Into what, then, is he baptised ? His experience, undoubtedly; for
no confession of faith would grant him the privilege. "Why is he bup.
tised? ¢ Because Jesus went down into the Jordan,’” he answezs, * and
we ought to follow his example.” And did not Jesus submit to cir-
cumcision—to many of the forms of Judaism, and to crucifixion?
Wh not follow him fully if you are baptised to follow him! But more
on this at a more convenient season.

But to the contrast. A person seeking the Lord comes to the Apos-
tles—what say they ? Hear them: ¢ Repent and be baptised,” (notbe-
cause your sins are forgiven vou but) ¢ for remission of sins, and you
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”> ¢ Here is water—what
hinders me from being baptised ' To such a question would not the
majority of our baptist ministess, had they then lived, have said, * I'll
tell you what hinders you—you must go before the Church in Jerusa-
lem or Samaria, and relate your experience, and if they approve of it,
and give you an unanimous vote that your sins are forgiven—I'll bap-
tise you.” But Philip said to the Ethiopean officer, ** If thou beher-
est with all thine heart thou mayest.  And he said ¢ I believe that Je-
sus Christ is the Son of God.” ”’  He was baptised and went on his way
rejoicing. Why, my dear Sir, does not the baptist churches act on
the same principle now? Questions more grave I have to present:
Why do the Baptists so generally oppose us for pursuing the same
course as Phillip did? Why do they seek to persuade the community
that we require nothing of the sinner as prerequisite to baptism ?

If the scriptures are to be our guide, what other course can we pur-
sue 7 What experience had the thousands on the day of Pentecost to
tell 7 If they gave a history of their awakening and conversion, it must
have been something like the following : We had visited Jerusalem
to keep the feast of Pentecost; the sound of a rushing mighty wind
attracted our attention—soon we found a number of persons assembled
in an upper room—they were called Gallileans—we heard them speak-
ing forth the wonderful works of Ged—we knew they had been illite-
rate men, yetthey were speaking fiftcen or sixteen different languages—
on themsatcloven tongueslike fire—they proved from our scriptures that
the Messiah was to rise again—they declared that that Jesus, which fifty
days before we execrated, and whom Pilate caused to be crucified, was
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our long-expected Messiah—vwith all zeal they declared they were wit-
nesses of his resurrection—we were charged with his betrayal and cru-
dfixion—it was also shown from our own scriptures that he was to set
on the throne above—they appealed to the appearance of fire which
was on them, and their ability to speak in all languages, as proof
that Jesus was sitting on the throne above, and had sent down
bis Holy Spirit.——Weheard this—convinced of our sins—pierced to the
heart, we cried, ¢ Men and brethren, what shall we do?” They answer-
ud, * Repent and be baptised every one of you in the name of Jesus
Christ for remission of sins, and you shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit,—they gave farther testimony to confirm our faith, and exhorted
us to save ourselves from the untoward generation. "When we heard
there was pardon for us we gladly received the word and were baptised ;
looking for his promises joy filled our souls, and now we trust for sal-
vation in him we crucified—blessed be his name.”

Such, in substance, are the * expericnces” (if the agitations of the
mind and conviction of the truth and conversion demand such 2 desig-
nation) of the Samaritans—Cornelius and his household—Saul of Tar-
sus—the Ethiopean officer—the Jailer ; and all the churches-—so obyi-
ous is this that Paul to the Galatians speaks of it as a question on which
there was no debate—'‘ye are all the children of God by faith in
Christ Jesus ; for as many of you as have been baptised inte Christ
kare put on Christ.”

There cannot possibly be a member of the Baptist communion so
ignorant of the scriptures as not to know that the ordinary way of re-
ceiving members into their fellowship has no foundation in the word of
{God. Do, my dear Sir, use your influence to induce your brethren to
‘take the word of God alone as their rule of faith and practice.

Not long since, I saw an account, written by the venerable Elder

Manuing, of a Conference meeting, I think it was in a time of excite-
ment in Cornwallis, at which twenty-five experiences were told—the
meeting continued nine hours. I quote from memory—you perhaps
may have the Magazine in which it is found. IfI have made a mis-
itake, T shall acknowledge it when corrected. Think of this—nine
Jhours and twenty-five converts. On this ratio the Apostles would have
jbeen more than three months in session ; #welve hours each day to exa-
mine the three thousand , orif they had twelve or eighty different meet
fings, still they would have found it impossible to have pursued the or-
[dinary routine of the Baptist churches ! -
4 The course pursued by the Apostles, of requiring a distinct confes-
Ssion of faith after having heard the Gospel—a confession, doubtless,
slike that made by Peter, Matt. xvi. or the Eunich, Acts viii. causes the
gudividual to trust alone in him whose name he has confessed, not ouly
2y his mouth, but by being planted in the likeness of the Saviour’s
gleath, Those in the kingdom approve or give their voice only to his
3 ‘nfession; thus the individual builds on the only foundation—and rests
giith implicit confidence ou the word of Him who said, * He that be-
theveth and is baptised shall be saved;” knowing that heaven and earth
gtell pass away, but not one word which he has spoken shall fail.
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1 have much wore to write, but I know not whether I shall resump
my pen on these subjects next month or not.  The pages of The
Christian are open.  If you feel disposed to furnish me with a commu.
nication, it shall be laid before our readers.

With all benevolence, and with au ardent desire that we may be led
into all truth, I subscribe myself your’s, in hope of immortal bliss,

W. W. Earor,

UNIVERSALIST COURTESY.

Artzr two-turds of this number Lad gone to press, and part of the other in
by mere accident we learned that Mr. Tavrok Lad taken notice of our lettery

0.9. When we wrote the letter we requested a2 Trumpet” in return, bat ngt
then nor when Mr. T. writes an artile addressed to us can we get a glance at itonly:
by the soliutauons of 6 fiend ! Ve hvpe that cummmiun cuartesy will induce the eds
tor of the -~ Trumpet” 10 send us 4 paper wheu aiiy thing Is published in ’t respecting:
us. We have rovm onily to add, that Mr. Tasves perciuptonily declines an oral dis
cusston; but proposes & wniich vu€ tu be carnied un through the culumas of e
*"Crumpet and - Chustian.© W sogret that vur paper is =6 siuall that we canm.
at present coraply with his proposal. “Why dues not the * Trampet” publish ou;
letter? DMore ofy this in our next.

Brorrer Janes M VEy, who visited us soume few yoarssince, reports the success of
the Gospel ander lus Junwirativis i nearly oy ery number of the Betecmr." Inop.
of hus letters he s.ys, 1 did not tell yua the good news in my last, that the Baptid
Church in Centervaile, at our last suceing asteuaded and anawmoasly agreed to changs-
therr name from that of Bapuist Chiarchto Clhurch of Christ, united withthe brethres,.
and also transferred their meeting house to the Church of Chirist.”

SyLvarus again.—We have received an article from ** SyLvaxus” on Baptism, bat:
too late for msertion—the articles for this nuwber having heen arranged before it cams!
to hand. 'We shall insert it in the next if ke will inform us who * Conlon” is, i
gwe us the onginal of his extract from Plutarch.  Give it 1n Greeh chara-ters if pos
sible, for we are unable to make out the Greek of it in English letters!’

[For THE CHRISTIAN.]

HYDMN.

“Cast thy burden upon the Lurd, and he shall sustain thee.”—Psalms lv. 2.

Oh! when through life’s desert
Thy lone footsteps stray,

And Hope's cheering star
Laghts but dimly ﬁ\y way—

‘When thy bosom is nven

In mercy the Father
Thy errors may chide,
But * he careth for thee,”
Aund thy footsteps will guide
To that Paradise region

With sorrow and pam,
Cast thy carc on the Saviour,—
fis grace shall sustain.

When thy bright morning sky

Is with dark clouds o'erspread,
And the wild tempest gathers

In gloom, o'er thy head,
When chill wintry winds

Shall assail thy frail form,
Oh! trust then in Him

Who directest the storm.

Saixt Joux, Armir, 1840.

Of glories untold,
Where thou in his beauty,
The King shall behold.

. Oh! then, when deep waters
Thy beart shall o’erflow,

Cast thou on the Saviour
Thy burden of woe:

For he, too, hath traversed

This dark world of pain,~
| 1o knoweth thy frailty,
" And he will sustain.

wad



