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Meeting of the Legisla;ure,

THURSDAY, April 18, 1867.—Af 3 o’clock His Excel-
Isnuy the Lieutepant Gowernor weas pleased o com-
mand the stiendance of ihe Members of the House of
Assembly at the Bar of the Council Chamber. Ac-
-gordingly - the Members appeared before His Excel-
Jeney, and affer the usual formalities relurned io
choose their Bpeaker, when,

On motion of the Hon. Joseph Kensley, Attoxney
Grenersl, seconded by the Houn. Benjamin Davies, the
Hon. Joseph Wightman was appointed Speaker.

His honor the Speaker having suitably acknowledged |~
ihe bhigh honor conferved on him, the Spesker elect,
with the House, then weni, up to the Council Chamber,
when His Excellency was pleased to opem the Firsi
Hession of the Twenty-third General Assembly of this
Island, with the following

SPEECH :
My, President and Honowrable Gentlemen of the Legislative
Counsil : ‘
Mr. Yweak.r and Gentlemen of the House of dssembly :

The time st which it was desmed advisable to dissolve lhe
last Assombly, and the Hfinisterial arrangements which were the
regult of the Geperal Elections, have prevented me from sum-
moning you ab an earlier peried for the discharge of your Legis-
lntive duties. Although the latences of yeur meesting wust be
attended with imeonvenience to yon, I zely with confidence upon
your devoting sufficient time to mature such moasorss zs the
exigeucies of the Colony aud its public service may require.

During the recess, the purchase of extensive Eatates hes been
affeoted—the partienlars of which will be laid bafors you.

I do not fail to shserve tho general desive evinced by the
tenantry to obiain the fee simple of their land by the parchase
of their farms. My offorta are, thevefore, directed towards ex-
sending theastion of the Land Purchase Bill to such parts of this
Teland aé have uob yet participated in its henefits, aud I shall
endenvour, under its provisions, to buy ont the intarest of the
" remasining proprietors in the comparnhveiy sranll portion of the
1znd whish is now held under lesschold tenuve, The masns of
providing funds for this purpese will require your serious con-
mdemﬁxon ‘ :

Tha 1mportanﬁ guestion of Fdueation will sgein ba submitied
fae your_ oousideration, with the view of impreving the position

of the school teachers, and othorwise rendevicg tho Taws new
in force on this subject more officient and more watensively
asefel.

M. Speaker and Gentlemen of the House of Avsembly :

Tho publis acconnts for the past year will be laid before you.
The revonue has increased, but the expenditure has been largely
in excess of ordinary years, on acecunt of the purchaso of the
Eetates to which I have allnded, sud the amount vequired for
military purposes. ‘

The Estimates for the current year will be submt’wd i you.
They have beon framed with dus regard to sconomy.

President and Honouvable Gendlemen of ihe Legislalive
Counedl =

Mf

M. Speaker and Gentlemen of ths E”wse af . »ime.abiy

The advantages o be derived from the developement of local
industry and from improvements in agriculture ars well worthy
of your attention, and I shall be glad to co-eperste with you in
such measures as you may devise for the advancement of thess
interests.

The sericus loss incarrad by the total unfitness of the high-
ways to sapporh the yearly incressing traffic, renders it sbsolutely
necessary that the whole guestion should undergo o thorough
investigation, with a view to the adoption of & better systers.
Your experieuce will roadily suggest the most appropriste means
of collacting inforrantion on this importunt subject ug & prelimi-
nary step to future legislation.

In full reliance on your zeal for the welfare of the Colony, ¥
now leave you to the discharge of your Legisiative duties.

Hon. Members of the Assembly baving veturned
to their seats, His Ixcellency’s Speech was again
read frem the Chau, after which the House proceeded
to business.

The Hen. Attorney General preposed that John .
MeNeill, Esq., be re-appoinied Clerk. The Hon. Mr.
Haviland stated that be bad great pleasure in support-
ing the nomination of Mr. MceNeill, who, he said, had
discharged the impertant duties of that office with
remarkable eficiency in previous Parlinments; and he
(Floun. Mr. H.) congratulated the House on the cir-
cumstance that that gentleman’s ability and experience
syere now again fortunately available for the service
of the preseni Assembly, whieh had a larger tham
ordinary proportion of new Members.

.
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Moved by the Hou. B. Duvies, seconded by the ilon
By, Howlan, that My, Kenneth Morrison be appeinted
Assistant Clerk. ) :

Hon. Mr Duncan woved iu amendment, seconde”
by Mr. Brecken, that Mr. Joseph M. Dixoa be As-

sistant Clerk, which smondment was pegatived on tho y €
: o fr. Howlan, that-
i ‘levk, to which My, Green submitied a2 smendment,

following division s—

Yeas—Hons. Duncan, McAualay, Henderson, Havi-
iand; Messis. Owen, Prowse, Yeo, Brecken, Ramsay,
Green, MeLennan—11,

Waya--Hous. Davies, Laird, ﬂcwim’z,_ﬂeuqﬁey,Kej@y,
Callbeck ; Messrs. Bell, Kickham, P. 8inclair, G. Sin-
clair, Caweren, Jenkins, MeNeill, Avsoneanlt—I14.

The Hon Mr. Haviland then moved that My. ¥. W.
Hughes be appointed Assistant Clevk.

For ibe amendment — Hons Haviland, McAniay;
lessrs, Green, Brecken, Yeo, Owen, McLennan,
Ramsay—38. ’

Against it—FHons. Davies, Laird, Howlan, Hensley,
Kelly, Callbeck, Heuderson, Duncan; Messvs. Bell,
Kickbam, P. Sinclair, &, Sinclaiv, Cameron, Jenkius,
McNeill, Arseneault, Prowse.—17.°

Hon. Mr. Henderson moved that My, John McLeod,
of Orwell, be Assistant Clerk, which-motion, seconded
by the Hon. Mr. Duncan, was also nagatived, on the
same division as the first amendment, namely, yeas 11;
nays 14. :

The guestion was then put on the original metion,
that Mr. Kenneth Morrison be appointed Assisiant
Clerk, and agreed fo.

On motion of Mr. Bell, seconded by the Hon. Mr.
Howlan, that Nicholas Conroy, Esq., be appoinied
Bergeant-at-Arms,—Mr. Gresn moved in amendment,
ssconded by Mr. Yeo, that A. H. Yates, Esq., be
Sergeant-ai-Arms. The question being pat, the
amendment was negatived on the following division:

Yeas—Hons. Haviland, Henderson, Dancan, Me-
Aulay; Messrs. Ramsay, Green, McLennan, Owen,
Prowse, Yeo, Brecken—(11.)

Nays—Ions., Heansley, Callbeck, Laird, Davies,
Kelly, Howlan; Messrs. Bell, Kickham, P. Sjnelair,
&, Bipelair, Cameron, Dr. Jeukins, McNeill, Arsen-
sault-—{14.)

On motion of Dr. Jenkins, seconded by Hen. Mr.
Callbeck, Mr. Richard Pickard was appointed Messen-
ger to the House.

Mr. Pairick PFurlong was appointed Doorkesper,
and Mr. P. Moan, Assistant do.

Hon. Attorney General moved that Mr. David
Laird be Chief Reporter of the House during the pre-
sent Session, with leave to employ Mr. Robert Gordon
and Mr. P. 8 McGowan ag his Assistants,

Hon. My. Haviland objected to the House naming
any Assistants for the Reporter, and coutended that
he shounld be allowed to employ whom he pleased to
assist him, as he ét,he Chief Reporter) alone was re-
sponsible for the due performance of the work. He
(Hon. Mr, H ) therefore moved, in amendment, that
all after the word ¢ employ ”’ be siruck out of the
Hon. Attorney General's motion, and the word “A&s.
- sistznis” be inserted in leu thergof.

Tor the amendmeni—~Hons. Haviland, Henderson,
McAulay; Messrs, Ramsay, Green, McLennan, Owen,
Prowse, Yeo, Brecken—10,

Againstit—Hons. Hensley, Callbeck, Laird, Davies,
Kelly, Howlan; Messrs. Bell, Kickbam, P. Binclair,
G'n} Stimi;alr, Dr. Jenkins, Cameron, McNeill, Arsen-~
SauiL-—14, .

Oy motion of the Hon. Attorney General, My, Archi-
bald Mceleill was appointed Summary Reporier to
ihe House, his dufy being fo furnish cach Member of
ihe Heuse dsily, with a printed Summary of the
previous day’s proceedings.

Heun. Attorney General moved, secouded by Hon.
D. O’M. Reddin, Fsq., be Law

scconded by Mr. Brecken, that 'W. M. Howe, Esq.,
be Law Clerk. The guestion being put, the amend-
ment was negatived as follows: .

Yeas—Hons, Havilaud, Ienderson, Duncan, Me-
Aulay; Messrs. Rumsay, Green, MceLeunan, Owen,
Prowse, Yeo, Brecken—11.

Ways—Hon. Atiorney Generval, Callbeck, Laird,
Duvies, Kelly, Howlan; Messrs. Bell, Kickbam, P.
Sinclair, & Sinclaiy, Cameron, Dr. Jenkins, McNeill,
Arseneault-—14.

" Committee to prepare the Address in answer to His
Excellency’s Speech-—Hon, Mr. Kelly; Messre. P. 8in-
clair, &. Sinclair, Bell, Dr. Jenkins, Avsencault,
Kickham. . o ‘

Committee on- Public Acconnts—Messrs. G. Sinclair,
Bell, P. Sinclair; Hon. Mr. Kelly, and Messrs, Owen,
Prowse and Yeo. =

The usual standing Commitiees of the House were

then named, afier which, on metion of the Hon. Mr.

Howian, the Rev. Thos. Duncan was unanimeusly
appointed Chbaplain.

Hon. Attorney General presented a message from
His Excellency the Lieatenant Governor desiring the
Hoise te adjourn over Good Friday.

The House accordingly adjourned until Saturday
next at 10 o'clock.

SaTURDAY, April 20.

Hon. Arrorney GENEraL, Chairman of the Com-
mnittee on Standing Rules and Orders for the govern-
ment of the House, presented the Report of said
Comimitiee, which report, having been read at the
Clerk’s table, was commitfed to a Commities of the
whole House,— -

Mr. Grorce BiNcLAIR in the Clgir.

Hon. Mr. HaviLaxp suggested the propriety of in-
corporating, among the Standing Rules of the House,
that important rale relative to the Initiation of Mouney
Votes, whieh, at the suggestion of the Imperial Gov-
ernment, had been adopted by ihe late Government,
He would, therefore, move that the Rule referred o be
placed among the Standing Rales of the Honse.

Hon. ATTorNEY GENERAL concurred in the remarks
made by the Hon. Mr. Haviland, touching the advan-
tages of that vule, and supported the motion to sdd the.
same to the Standing Rales of the House;

YWhich rule reads as follows:—

¢ That this Honse will receive no petition for any
sum of money, relative to the public service, nor pro-
ceed upon any motion for grantisg any money, but
what is recommended by the Lieutenant Governer in
Couneil.”

Motion agreed to.

AFTERNOON SEESION.

Hon, Mr. Ksrry, Chairman of the Committea to
prepare an Address in answer to His Excellency’s
Speech, presented and read Draft Address, which,

=]

having been received, was made the order of the day
for Monday next, and is as follows 1= . )
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To Iiis Facellency Ueorge Dundus, Hsyuive, Licut.
Goveraor, &e., &c., Lo, )
B2y 17 PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENOY: )

1. We, Her Majesty's dutiful and loyal subjects, the
ilouse of Assembly of P. E. Island, beg respectfully io
tender our thanks for tho Speech wiih which your
Excellency opened the present Session.

2. Although the late time at whieh it was deemed
advisable o dissolve tho last Assembly, and the win-
©isterial arvangemenis resulting from the Geuneral

Blection, prevented your Excellency from summoniug

us &b an earlier period than the preseni, your Excel

lency may vely upon our willingness i{o devoie a

sufficient time to mature such measures as the exigen-

cies of the Colony and the public service may requive.

3. We shall he glad to receive from your Excellency
the particulars of the purchase of Estales which have
been effected during the vecess.

4, We have observed in common with your Excel-
lency the geueral desire evineed by the tenantry to
obtain the Fee Simple of their lands, by the purchase
of theiv farms, aud we therefore rejsice to learn ihat
your Excellency’s efforis will continune to be divected
towards extending the operations of the land Parchase
Bill {0 such partsof the Island as have not yeb partici-
pated in its benefits. We trust that the vemaiuning

voprietors of Township lands, who bave not as vet
avinced a disposition to part with their lands under
the provisions of ihe Land Purchase Bill on fair and

liberal terms, will sce the advisability now of for-
warding your Excelleney’s views in that respect; and
we can assurve your Excellency that we are fully im-
pressed with the importance of making every exertion
to extinguish the leasehold tenure, and secuve to the
occupaut of the s6il a move independent intevest in hia
‘labor and improvements. The means of providing
funds for the foregoing object shall receive our caveful
and serious consideration.

&. The important question of Education shall receive
our deliberate attention whenever it shall be brought
before us, whether it be with.the view of improving
the position of the School Teachers, or otherwise
rendering the law now in force relating to Education
more efficicnt and more extensively useful to the in-
habitanis of the Colony.

6. We are gratified te learn from your Excellency
that the Revenus has increased, and we thank your
- Excellency for the assurance that the public accounts
for the past year will be laid before us, which will
inform us as fo the sums paid for the purchase of the
Estates already alinded to, and the amounnts expended
for military purposes, whieh your Excelleney informs
m1e have caused the expenditure to be largely in excess
of ordinary years.

- 7. We shall be preparved {o grant the necessary
supplies for the public service so soon as the accounts
for the past and the esiimates for the eurrent year
shall have been laid before us.

8. We acknowledge fully the great advaniages o be
derived from the developement of local indusiry and
improvements in agriculture. The subject is well
worthy of, and shall receive, our constant attention as
the Representatives of the people; and we thank your
Excellency for informing us that you will gladly co-
operate with us in such measures a3 we may devise
for the advancement of those interests.

9. We agree with your Excellency that the whole

- quesiion of the construction and management of the
‘highways, and the expenditure of public moneys
thereon, requires a thorough investigation, and we
ghall endeavor to obtain reliable information on this

moost imnportant subject as & preliminary step to future|d

“legislation.

2

10. We assuve your Bxcellency that you way wely
with confidence upon our zeal for the wwellure of the
Colony.

Hou. M. Howrax, Chairman of the Counnlites o
receive tenders for printing the Pacizmentary Re-
porter, submnitted the Report of said Comnnitiee,
stating that they had reeceived fenders from Bessrs.
John Ings, W. Maloue, and David Laivd, and recomi-
mending that the tender of My, D. Lalrd, Leing the

Juwest, be aecepted.

flon. My, Davies, Chairman of the Commiltee to
receive tenders for printing the Journuls of the Session,
submiited & Report, stating ihat teuders had beeu
received from Messys. W. Malone, H. Cooper, J. Ings,
and George T, Haszavd, aud recommending that ihe
tender of Mr. Haszard, to print the Jowrnals on
superior English paper, same as specimen subwmitiod,
ag 19s. 6d. per sheet, be aceepled.

House adjourned till Mouday next at 10 o'clock.
Moxpay, April 22,

Ifon. ATTORNEY GENERAL moved that the
House do adopt the usual Resolution touching the
distribution of a certain nuwmber of copies of the
Journals., In submitting which, he observed that it
would be necessary to forward copies fo the Govern-
mental departments of the Provinees receutly Confed-
erated.

Fon. Mr. HAVILAND asked the IIon. Attorney
General if he admitted that Confederation was a fixed
fact. . ‘ .

Hen. Mr. DUNCAN rvemarked that the people of
Nova Scotia were driven inte Confederation without
their consent—they were denied the privilege of an
appeal to the Polls.

Mre. HOWAT did not see the necessity of vecognizing
the Confederated Government, as it was termed, for it
could scarcely be sald that it had, as yet, an existence
—certainly it was not yet in working order, and,
therefore, it was unuecessary on the part of that House
o give it any hasiy recognition.

Fion. Mr. DAVIES said the fact that the Bill for
Confederating Canadaand the two Maritims Provinces
had passed the Imperal Parliament, and rveceived Her
Majesty’s Royal assent, rendering it necessary that the
House should recognize it. He thought the views of
some hon. members of the Opposition must have been
considerably modified on the guestion of Confedera-
tion, for it appeared that they had nominated the Hon,
Mr. Haviland, who was a streng Coufederate, as their

Leader.

After some further remarks from hon. members, the
resolution was puf and agreed to.

on. My. HAVILAND remarked that the names of
the new Administration bad not been announced fo
the House, nor was it made known whom hon. mem-
bers shonld address as Leader of the Government.

Hon. Mr. HENSLEY, Attorney Genersl, replied,
and read the names of His Excellency’s responsible
advisers. ¥le remarked that the Hon. Mr. Coles,
Colonial Secretary and President of the Executive
Council, baving just been triumphantly elected by the
people, would in a few days be able to {ake his sent as
the Leader of the Government,
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AFTERNOON SEBRION.
Bbebuie v the Drafi fddress in Amswer o
#His Excellemcy’s Speech.

O motion of fon, Mr. KELLY, the Iicuse resolved
steclfinto o Commiltee of the whole, totake into eonsid-
eration the Deafl Address fn soswer o HisExcclleney’s
Speech at the vpeniag of the Session,~3lv. Benn in
the Chalr. .

-

The 15t paragraph wus agreed to withuut reuark.

On the 24 paragraph being read—

Flon, My, HENSLEY roie {0 wove is adoplion, and
satdi—3Lr. Chaivman: This clanse may not meel with
{he approval of all hon. mewbers, chough [ am unable
to see thal one ean vaireagainst it a valid objection.
Tt dues not censare aty wariy; it simply states o fact,
While it savs that “the late time al which it was deced
advisable to disseive the last Assembly, and the Minis-
forial arrangements resulting from the Genernl Elee-
tion,” preveated s Exeelleucy from suunnoning the
House at au cavlior period, it does not_cast the least
veflection upon the late Government. We churitably
suppose that they had good reason for delaying the
Eleciion. But, as some cight or ten mouths of the
most suitable scason of the year for holding i, elapsed
before the House was dissolved, a satisfactory explan-
ation of the matter, from some of His Excellency’s
Inte advisers, would, no doubt, be gratifying to hon.
mewmbers, as well a5 to the people generally, As you
are uaware, Bir, the © ministerial arrangemecols
relorred (o fu the clanse, are those rendered necessary
by the vesignation of the lute Govermnent and s
principal officers, whose places had to be filled up {0
caryy on thie public business of the Uolouy. Those
hon. members who accepted offices of cimolument, of
COnrse,
writy foy the Kleetions, la ruch casos, were wade
returvbable as soon as possible, delay in ealiing the
Legislature together was Tmpossible. . We do notwish
i atiach blame to the late purty In power; we
wmerely express aur willingness, notwithstamling tae
Iatenges of the Sessivn, w devote a sufiicient flme to
magure such veasuves 48 the exigencies of the Colony
and the public serviee may reguive. dr bowever,
wourld afford e pleasure to heay from fwo o mem-
bers present Odescrs. Dunean wid Henderson), who
helid s ab the tate Executive Board, an explanatieon
of the renson why the General Blection was so lung
delayed. s surmi-ed that the late Govermment
deferred ihe dissolution of the Assembly until Con-
federstion might be matured; but as thuse two hon
members are unilerstosd 1o be decidadiy opposed to
that measure, they sould nob have consented {0 the
deluy on any sueh gronnd.

Hon, Mr MeAMULAY.—Me, Chairman, T canpot
put admire the moderation of the hon. gentleman
who has just resumed his scat! At first he was not
going to cast anv reflection upon the late Government,
but he eoncluded his speech by calling upon them to
give an account of their actiens. Conduet like
this is anparliamentary. Never before, I believe, has
such a thing oceurred In any country, as an incoming
Giovernment attempting to call their predecessors o
aceount on the floors of the Legislature.. A new light
has duwned upon the world sinee the advent of the
present Government purty to power, aud I . hope it
will benefit from the faint illamination which that
light affords. 1t is contvary to parlismeniary rule for
one Houso to vefer to the proceedings of another,
But the hou, member's allusion fo the acts of the late
Government seoms merely intended fo cover the mis-

Ay
uiiy

'
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deeds of bis own party,  He complains of the lateness
of the Session, and throws ali the blame upon His
Hxcelleney’s former advisers, His cxeuse will nof
siand the test of investigation. The General Election

tigas held on the 26th of February, aud the House was

aot summoned to meet until the 18th of April. Why
e delay? The pleading about ministerial arrange-
menls will not satisfy the publie. Were the Oficers
of the late Goyernment acked to reinin their places for
4 fevw months, uutil the business of the Session counld
bo got ever? The real fact of the case appeays to be
that the leaders of the parvty now In power were 50
anxious lo obtahy office, that, vather thau forego ihe
sweots of crnolument for & fow weeks, they were pre-
pared to put the people to expense, aud the country
members to great tcouvenience. 1 will not move any
anendment £o the paragraph undey consideration; but
[ hope that the Hon. Attorney Grenersl will adhers to
partiatnentary rule were stuictly in the fulure.

e, BRECIEN —T vegret that the hon. Leader of
the Opposition is not in his place: if he were, I hays
ue doubt he would satisfy the Hon. Attorney General
respeciing the delay in holding the General Eleéction,
which secms to canse thal hon, member so much ui-
casiness. I believe, however, that his surmise was
pretty nearly correct; that the late Government deem-
od it ndvisable to delay the Election until the inten-
tious of the Imperial Government, with respect to tho
position this Island would occupy in regard to Con-
federation should be made kunown., Though I am
opposed to Confederation, I believe the policy of the
late Administration,inwaiting to asceriain the decision
of the Homs Government on thal guestion, was a
soui:d one. It was but vight that the people of this
Islund should be mads aware of what the Impevial
Government purposed to do with them, before they
were required to go to the polls. This is o small
Culony 5 and, though we objected to enter the proposed
Confederation, it was possible that the authorities at
flome mnight resolve to inclade us in the Bill then about
to be brought before Purlinment  The people, I think,
wilt iot blame the fate Govermment for delaying the
Blesiion until the public mind was relieved upon that
point, It would have been nniise (0 put the couniry
to thd expense of & General Blection, without knowing
what world be our future fate.  But, Me. Chalrman,
it 1 recullect rightly, the late Government placed their
vesizpations i His BExcelleney's hauds some ien or
twelve days beiove thelr spccessors were appeinted,
theretore the very late pevied at which the Sessien was
catled, could not be altogether sttributable to the time
at which the Clection was held. Aund, after the
Government was formed, and they had placed their
Peiends in office, there was appurently no gecasion for
deliving the opening of the Session until last weck.
They were strong—at least numerically so, whether
reallt strong or not.  They had nineteen teo cleven of
the Opposition—or eighteen to tweive—n question
which [ suppose the hon. member for Tryon alone
can sulve: consequenily the absence of two er three
memberg from their sents shonld not have delayed the
public business. But, Isuppos¢ we must accept the
explanation in the paragrsph under consideration, that
“ininigterial avrangements,” oy perhaps morve properly,
ministeriel dificulties—prevented an earlier call of the
Touse. We know, 3ir, from the declaration of the hon.
Leader of the Government himself, at thelate nomina~
tion, that his present supporters in the Legislatare are
composed of all political parties; therefore itis easy to
understand how difilenlties may arise. The paragraph
hefore the Committee is moderate; and, indeexi the
whole Address is moderate; and, had it not been for
the allusion made by the Hon, Attoruey Géneral to the
conrse pursned by the late Government in roforence to
the General Election, I would not have treubled this
hon. Committee so early in the debate.
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Hon, Mr, DAVIES,—The hon. mewber for Char-
lottetown has stated that the veason the Jate Adwin-
istrators delayed the Election, was in order to ascer-
tain what action the ore Government tufended {o
take on Confederation.  h.niz is o very extinordinay
exensé to offer. Did they suppose or desive that tbe
Tmperinl Governmeut would fovee us into Confedera-
tion? The British Purlinment would nol be s6 unjust
as to sanction such an act.  Weare in as indepeudent
aposition as any of the Siates in the neighboring
Republic ;3 and oar isdependent rights eaunot
properly be taken from us.  But the British Goevern-
ment never wished to cocrce ng inte Confederation,
Those who Dheld up ihis idea, were the men who
wished that this Island might be legislated into the
Taion witheut the people’s consent.
Government eould net rightfully deprive us of our
sepavate Government, uniess we had visluled the
constitution of the Colony. And I believe ihis is
what the late Government attewmpted to impress upoy
the Flowe authoriiies, when they sent for troops to
quell, what they representied to be s disturbance
among the lenauiry, thereby bringing the Island
into discredit. To state that the late Admivistration
delayed the election uutil it was known whether this
Coleny would be Iuicluded in it or not, is 83 much as
to say, that they believed the Legisiature of this
Island to be a farce, and our constituents not a free
people. ‘

Mr. BRECKEN,—Ar. Chalrman, I agree with the
hon, member for Belfast, that it was not at all pro-
bable that the Home Govermment would take away
the Constitativn of the Colony without our consent.
But the Goverameut did not kuow what instructions
His Excellency might, almost ot auy moment, receive.
He might have been instructed by ihe Secrotary of
Biate fur the Ceolonies to dissolve the House, and
test the opinion of the ‘country on the guestion of
Coufederation  SBuppose ihat he had received such
instructivns » week or two afier the Election was
over, would npol the eocunlvy have thonght that the
Government of the day had buen too hasty in wmaking
an appeal to the people?  Iawm just as prepaved as the
hon. member (o staud up for the rights of the Colony
bus eonsidering ouvr insiguificance, U cannot adinit
that we ave so independant of the Mether Conntyy,
as he hLus asserted. The object of the late Govern-
ment, he also stated, seemed to be to bring discredit,
or a stiy aa upoen the Uolony, This was caused, he
says, by their rending for the troops. The Tenant
TUnion disturbances, ave no doubt looked upon by
hLiw, as a very trifling affair, ¥e did not condescend
to inforis ns whether he was o member of that organ-
ization or net; but I koow, Sir, that when a proces-
sion of that body paraded the streets of Charlettetown,
they bhalted opposite the hon. gentleman’s business
establishment,aud gave bim an ovation.  Ile appeared
at the door Betbre them, and received the honor with
o countenanee radiant with the smiles of patrictism.
Tam ot going to detain this hon commitiee at present
to dizeuss the point whether the nature of the dis-
turbances which arese, out of the great Tenant Lehgue
agitation, were such as to justily the lale Government
in seading for tveops. I will merely say that if the
bon. member for Belfast sincerely believes that their
action in the matier was intended, or ealeulated to
bring the Colony into disgrace, bhe onght, now,
sinee bie is a mewmber of the (Government, te have intro-
duced a pavagraph into His Exeellency’s specch to
carry out the ubjecls of this Tenant Association whick
he countensnced and supported. A little pepper in
the Bpeech would have been an huprovemsnt. I was
net ab the hon, mémber’s elbow through his election
carmpaign, but I bave been informed that the League
had notalittle to do with his presence here. If, then,
Sir, he owes his seat in this Flouse to the infuence
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of thai orgenisaiion, why hoas ke nob somelhivg in
this Addvess on the subject, even supposing hie eould
not procure o place for it in the speech from: the
Throne? 1 fewr, Bir, thul hoving riddes Inte ihis
House on that politieal bovse, ke hos furned  him
away, uever mere (o be heard of, unidl the next
Blection day cowes vouad, I wun only compare
bis conduet {o & mun whe has underisieon w long
journey on foot, aund Huding hbosell faigued, and
alimost despairing of reaching his dustination by meets
swith o bovse which he eoaxes with o little provender,
leaps oun bis buek, vides {o the end of bis jowrmey; and
thicn turns hine advift. So is the hen member with the
Tepant orgauniestion: he pave it a few politieal outs,
and encouraged it to Lelp Lim alosg, but lwving
served bis purpose, ke has now gaielly forgotten its
elalins.  He may declalm about the troops and the acis
of the late Govermmnent, but now, afier having becoue
one of His Excelleney’s sworn advisers, he will dis-
sovey that he must pursue the same poliey In maintzin-
ing law and order, as was adopted by the Conservalive
partv. It is rumored that the British troops ave to be
withdrawn from the ether Provinces affer they ave
contederated. If so, {hose which ave heve will also
be called away. Should the hon. mewmber for Belfast,
then ascertain that law and order ean nov be main-
tsined in this Colouy, except at the poilut of the
bayounet, he, I {hink, will conclude that, we ave not
s0 independent as he at present hmagines.

Hon. Mr. DUNCAN.—The subject of the Teuant
League having beeu brought forward by she hon.
wembeyr for Belfast (Me. Davies) ouo of the members
of the Governmeut, it is, Mr. Chairman, no harvm for
the Opposition to meation it. The conduct of my kon
eolleague in vegard to the Tenaut assochetion has been,
{ think, somewhat strange. In fuct he has merely
used that body as 2 means of getting into power, and
even in his cauvass befove the lute Election, he regu-
fated his speeches in vegard to the Land Question and
the rights of the Tenantry very much by the character
of ilie people whom he huppened to be addressing,
He shonld uot, I think, have alluded to this guestion
at all, and 1 wonder that he huas doue so. Bai, Siv,
returning to the paragraph uoder diseussion, why did
ot the present Glovernment, if they desived (o eall
she Legislature at an carviler period, walt a few weeks
befove appointing their prineipal officers from the
members onn the ooy of the House? Could not some
of these appoiutments have beeu posipouned until the
1ouse had risen, and therebyv no delasy be vecasioned?
But the Address throughout follows the policy of the
late Governmoeui—that policy which the present Gov-
ermment at the late Election found so much faulf with,
but which now they appear ready to earry out. 1, for
nry part, My, Chairman, see nothing objectionable in
this paragraph, but am surprised at iy hon, colleague’s
allasions to the Tenant League. It is plain that he
has merely used (hat orgsnization as o means of
ting into the Govermment, and that he will uow Lave
no further use for the tenanley uunl e wgain oo

upon them at another Klection.

Hon. Mr. DAVIES. I wishy, 3. Chaivinan, o
make a few remarks regarding the detenee of the hon.
member for Charlottetown, with respect {o the
aotion of “the late Guvernmoent i delaving the
General Elections.  The observa dons whaish hove
fallen from that gentleman woabl lewd us (o believe
that had certain news come from Laghund vegaeding
Confederation. the Ilouse wonid never have been
callpd. This is but n poor defonce of the action
of the Govermment, and is eguul fo saying that
its members were willing to sell theiy country
and prove traitors to the trust reposed inthewm  And
i3 not the party cavrying oub the snwme poliey stili?
Tiave net she Oppositiow chosen the hon and lcarned




3

PARLIAMENTARY REPORTER.

1867

wmember for Georgetowss, o ved hot Uniouist, g their
teader, thusshowing (heir leanings to the Confedevation
Schiemo ? - With regard to what my hou. colleagus
{My. Dunpean) has said of my connection with the
Tenant League, I may tell him that I am not now in
this Hunse through the influence of that body, though
wany of its members voied for me. It s true that I
ab first supported the Tepants in their demands, but ¥
tad afterwards eause to disapprove of many of their
acts.  The hou. member’s vambling allusions o wmy
cunvass and election in Belfast have not very much
woight,  He cleavly expected to carey sll Helfast
Before him, bat failed in the aticmpt,

My, BRECKEN —In the explanation which I gave
of the probable cause of the delay in issuing the Writs
for the General Election, T mervely staled that, in wmy
opnion, that delay was cccasioued by a desézje,an_ the
pavt of the Jale Government to postpone the Blections
until something wore detiaite was known on the sub-
ject of Condederation; but I did not wish to convey
the impression that they were waiting in order to sell
their country. Even if disposed to take such action
on Confederation, they would fivst huve bad (o submit
it to the Legislatare; and I thevefove do not see that
they were in a position o act as traitors, even were
thoy so incliwed. Much, My, Chalvman, has boen said
about the Opposition’s having chusen the hon.member
for Georgetown, (Mr. Haviland) who is a Coufeder-
ate, us their leader, but I eannot thiuk it consisient in
the hon. member for Beliast to condewn them for
doing so when the party ef which he is a mewmber
offeved the highest honor in this House which they
could counfer npon the same Confederate gentleman,
namely, the Speaker’s Chair, And has not the Govern-
ment of which he i a member appoiuted 2 gentleman
whe s a strong Coufederate to the most lucrative

office in theiv gift? That gentleman has since lost his
Election, and L any sorry that such is the case. The
Queen'’s Princer has always been a eredit to the House
and I would not have the slightest objection to seeing
bim now on the floor, for [ have always respected him,
strongly though he has denounced the policy of the
Uonservative party: I counsider that the Liberal party
—if such a party exists—acted vightly in appointing
Mr. Whelan; I ‘mevely objeet to the inconsistency of
hon. mewbers who made that appointment, now
finding fuult with the Oppesition for selecting their
ablest und must experienced wember as Leader, even
though he be a Coufederate.

Hon. Mr. DAVIES —The houn. member who has
just spoken considevs thar T csnnot, with any degrae
of consistency. approve of Mr. Whelan's appointment
as Queen’s Printer, and vet condemu the Opposition
fuor choesing the hon. member for Georgetown (Mr.
Haviland) as their Leader. It is well-known that My,
Whelan had strong elaims upon the Liberal party.
He ran his election, was returned, and then applied
for the Priutership; but, before that office was given
him, he renounced his former opinions in favor of
Confederation, and promised to oppose the measure in
the House, if again elected. 1t appears, however,
that, on his refurningto bis eonstituents. they were
not satisfied with his promise, and rejected him; and,
1 am proud, as a politician, they did so, though I my-
‘seif believe that, had My, Whelan been again returned,
he wonld have opposed Confoderation. Butthe case is
different in regard to Mr. Haviland. The Opposition
have chosen him unpledged, and he will stili support
Coutederation.

My. BRECEKEN.~I am sorry, Mr. Chaivman, that
Mr. Whelan is not present. I have slwavs had too
high an opinion of ihat gentleman to think that he
would sell himself and his opiuions for an office, and,
if ho were now in the Heuse, he would not, L think.

thank the hen. member whe has just sat dewn, for
the character wiich he has given him, thaf of & poli-
tical kireling. I have never geen his abundonment of
his opinions, and I do not think sueh was ever made.

The hon. membor thinks there is a vast difference
Detwoen the appointment of My, Whelan and that of My,

Iaviland. 1 he objecis to the Opposition being led
by the latler gontleman, why was he so anxious to
place him in the Speaker’s Chair? If he is bent upon
betraying the interests of his native country, was that
the rewsard te give him,~inake him first Commoner of
the land? [ believe Mr. Whelan i8 a3 much a Con-
federate us ever, and he was placed in office by the
present cosipesite Government, for that is its character,
There ore in it fragments of the old Liberal party,
soms of the Tenaut League element I believe, and
some Conservatives. The position of the present hon.
Leader of the Opposition is before the country. He
is, we know, a staunch Confederate; and, since his
avowal of his opluions ou this matier, ie has been
returned by his coustituents. Regarding the delay in
the Electious, Mp. Chairman, as I said before, I do not
think that the Couservative party delayed them, in
order to sell the people, or that they had the power or
inclination to do so.” Burely the House of Assembly
that passed the “ No terms Resolution ” would not be
willing to sell the country. There was, I thiuk, as
much integrity inthe laie House, as in the present one;
and I cousider it vight that the Elections were
delayed, in order that the people might be better
informed upou the subject of Cenfederation, and the
wishes of the Imperial Government.

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL.—I did not, Mr.
Chairman, thisk that the Tenant League aud Confed- -
eration would be brought up for discussion, when I
moved the clausenow under consideration.  Nothing
of the sort was mentioned in the clause; and, In
moving it, I merely stated that no blame was ecast
upon the late Government, as they were probably able
to give good reasons for their acts. It was reported
that the late Government desived to sacrifice the Island
on the altar of Confederation, and thevefore delayed the
dissolution of the Assembly; but, as a proof that this
could not be the case, Inlluded fo the fact that the houn.
members opposite, for Belfast and Murray Havbor,
both strong auli-Confederates, were in the Executive
up to and after the time at which the dissolution would
ordinarily have taken place. But, if the dissolution
was delayed to enable the peopie te obiain moro
information on Confederation, that they might thoreiy
form a mors correct opinion en the subjeet, T am
willing to concede the wisdom of the delay. Regurd-
ing the case of the hon. Leader of the Opposition, and
that of the present Qusan’s Printer, I eonsider thag, if
any person thinks proper to cover his views on a
subject, and to say that he will not press them upon
the attention of the House, I am perfecily at liberty
te accept him as an officer, either of the Government
er of this House. I Iook npon the hon. member for
Geergetown as pledged not to support Confederation,
until he shall again appeal to his constitnents on the

subject. 1t was not at all unpariiamentary for the
Government to offer him the Speaker's ehair.

Inthe
British Parliament, the Speaker is choseu simply with

eegard to his merits, leaving his political opinions out
of the question; and whyv could not we do the same?
The hon. membaer for Charlottetown also siated that he
believed that the dissolution of the laté House was

g

Contederation. It was probably of advantage o the
people,that,at the time theBlections took place,the gues-
tion, in allii{s bearings, and sl its fulness, should be be-
fore them, giving thern an opporthnity of forming their
own opinions on the matter, and taking these opiuions
a8 5 guide for thelr actions:; and I consider that no

robably delayed, in order to afford time to receive
eapatehes from the Home Government onthe subject of



1867

PARLIAMENTARY REPORTER.

9

compulsion {hat could be brought to bear, would
prévent them doing so. The hon. member for George-
sown (Mr. MeAuley) has accused me of acting in an
unpariismentary mannes.” That gentléman occupied
the Speaker's Chalr'for some time, in the late HHouse,
and, of ceurse, his statemenis will cairy great weight.
It sounded very well for him to say that I Tad
departed from Parliamentary practics; butT am unable
to see in whatrespect I didso.  Efasking for an explay-
ation, to ealighten this hon. Committee, is unpariia-
meniary, I mast, I confess, plead gullty. Mueh has
Bean said aboat hﬂspmtmmxiﬁi and Responsible Gov-
ernment. Ilately read, in a Halifax newspaper, an arii-
cle on this subject, whick defined Responsible Govern-
ment Lo be o government according to the well-under-
stood wishes of the people,as expressed througha major-
ity of their Represontatives. 'We,then,have Responsible
Government in its pure forin, 8o long as we have & ma-
jority of the Representatives carrying sut their wishes.
The hon. member for the City also stated that theve
was nething in His Excellency’s Speech,~—~that, in the
Speech the Government merely fellowed the policy of
the Iate Administration. What an example the Tories
hiave sei, certainly ! They laid aside the Land Purchase
Bill, which was a Liberal messuys, and tried other
measuyes for the purchase ef the Lands; but, thess
failing, they finally returned to the original Bill. Does
the hon. member think that, because the Conservatives
adopted the pelicy of the Liberals, that that party, in
its return to power, is to throw aside that policy, and
sdept 8 new one? We do not, 8ir, follow the Conser-
vative garty, but mersely supporit 8 messure brought
forward by eursslves,—a messure the best adapted to
setile theLandQuestion,and which bas done so e a very
§1‘eat extent. Bat, Bir, the present Government have

een blamed, by some houn. members of the Opposition,
for not having waited antil the House had risen, before
appointing its officers from that body. It was impos-
gible for the Government te work until its prineipal
officers, such asthe Colonial Secretary,were ap}winteé;
and, I think that my hon. friend, the Leader of the Op-
position, would have been rather surprised bad theGov-
srrment asked him to yremsin in office after the defeat
of his party. I trust that the hon. member for Gesige-
town (Mr. KMcAulay) will ses fit to withdraw the
charge of being unpavlismentary, which he has brought
against me. - '

Hon. Mr. MCAULA'Y —If the hon. membsr expects
ms o veirasct, his hopes, Mr. Chairmen, will end in
disappointment. When I charged him with being
unparliamentary, I did nof-spsak uvuadvisedly; and
there are now, or were lately, before him, autheriiies
to prove the correciness of what I sald. If he is not
toe indelent to peruse these anthorities, he will find
that references in consure are wnot allowed in the

Imperial Parliament.

Hon, Mr, HAVILAND.—If I had been in my place
at the eommmencement of this debate much disenseion
might have besn saved, The debate, Mr. Chairman,
should have been confined to the psra.gmph now be-
fore you, instead of which, we have subjects brenght
up snd dissussed which do not even appear in the
Address. The hen, member for Charlottetown was
vight in saying that Confederation was the cause of
the delay in holding the late General Election. Iler
Majesty’s Representative, fogether with his advisers,
wonsidered that it was for the interesi of the Island to
defer the Election as late as gyesaibie, that all the in-
formation which could be received might be lnid before
the people &b the polls, that they might know the re-
sult of the Confercnce in London, and the prineiples
of ihe Confederation Bill before the Iinperial Pavlia-
mant. We ex})eetecl some despatch in answer to the
Address sent from this House last year which would
contain more than the ususl auneuncement that Her

 Mejesty hed recsived it graciomsly. Om the dey of

Confederation.

nomination such o despatel was vecelved and hnmedi~
ately published that the people might rvead it; and
had the Eledtion tiken place in the antomn the coun-
try would bave been in igunorance of mwany of the faety
concerning Conlederation, Very probably the resson
wihy some hon. members object to ihe late Govern~
moent’s having delayed the Blection, i3 that they were
then anxiously waltisg to get into the House, and
were therefore jrnpatient of apy delay. Bome insinu-

ation ‘has been thrown out ibat the late Government
were waiting to sell the country. Ican tell bon. mem-
bers,~—and my word will, I thivk, have seme weight,

tor I aw pretty well known,—that ¥ was veturned by
my coustituenis pledged not to commit the Islund ts

any scheme of Confederation, without firsi appealing
to the people, and I would as soon cut off my baud as

allow it to be done. 1 ounly hope that hon. members

opposite will be as well able to clear their skirts when

they égs out of poweras I am. Inever, Mr. Chalimasy,

heard on the floey of this House such an extracrdivary

admission a3 that made by thehon. member for Belfast

(Mr. Davies) regarding the Queen’s Printer’s appoint-

ment. He sctually seemed to me (o sing a pean of joy

over that gentleman’s defeat. If the hown. member

was enwilling {o see him in office, he should, I think,

have resigned his position as a member of the Exeeu-

tive.. By the principles of Resé)enaible Government .
every member of thaf body is individually responsible

for every appointment, aund it is the duity of each

of them to defend that appointment when mads.

Hou. My, DAVIES ~I think I may be allowed io
explain my statement in regard to Mr. Whelan’s ap-
peintment as Queen’s Printer. I wounld have been
opposed to Lis appointment, had I not been aware
that, before his fivst Election, he publicly renounced kis
opinions on Confederation. When I said that I was
glad that the people had now rejected him, I merely
meant that I was glad they had done so, if they did
wot consider him gincere in the pledges which he had
given.

Hon. My, DUNCAN.-1 omitted, Mr. Chairmag, to
remind my hon. colleague, who so strongly condemned
the action of the late Government in sending for the
troops, that the Oppesition of last Session, with the
exception of two hon, members, approved of the step
taken by ihe Conservative Administration in that
matter.

Hon. Mr. HENDERSON.~During ihe Dsgbate,
referenes bas been made to me personally, as o member
of the late Giovernment, and an insinuation has been
made against that Government, for which I consider it
my duty to demand something more than an assertion,
The hen. member for Belfast (3r. Davies) has stated
that the late Government had called the soldiers into the
Islaud, with the intention of forcing ihe Island into
Can he preduce any preof—anyvthing
like proof—dfor that statemeni? Does he msan to say
that his Honor the Chief Justice, who was at that {ime
Administrator of the Government, wounld consent to
anything like that? Ivepudiateihestatement, andhand
it back to the gentleman for proef, I adwmit that, per-
haps preliminary steps, on the part of the civil power,
were not used in time, and I will give you ne epinien
now, centrary to the opiniens which I held when in
the Government. I de not wish to oceupy the dime of
this hon. Commitiee: but, when the integrity of the
late Government is called in guestion, I consider it my
duty to defend them. I say, then, that the hon. mers-
ber for Belfast (Mvr. Davies) has given no proofe—
ezcept his bare assertion--that such was the moliveof
the late Goevernment, in calling the Troops. 1 regret
that this subject has been brought forward. I would
he one of the last to mention if. Bome gentlomen
heve referred to {hs fast that wy hon. and learned
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friend, the mewber for Georgetown, hing been chasen
as Leader by the Oppesition. We were in this act,
‘Sir, as consistent 23 were the Government in offering
him the Speakei’s chair. The fact of their having
done this only proves that we bave made o wise choics.
T myself heard that gestleman, when addressing his
constituents in Georgelown, say, if ever that crisis
cams, whea his vote could put this Island into Con-

federation witbout the copsent of the people, God

forbid that he should give it. Take this fact in con-
nection with the well-kuown charscier of the hon.
member for Geergetown, and we hove, I think, 23
good a guarantee for his conduct as can be requived.

Hoy. Mr, HOWLAN.—I did not, Mr. Chelrman,
intend te speak ai this stage of the proceedings; but,
cevininly, I did not expect that suy hon. gentleman
would have made such sialéments as the hon. member
for Belfast (Mr. Dundan) has done. He said that all
the Opposition of last year were in favor of bringing
the {roops here, except two—ihe hon. member for
New (Hasgow, aud the hon. member for Tryon. All
the members of the minorily of last year, with the ex-

“eeption of two, were not in favor of the action of the

late Government in that matier; and, theréfere, Sir,
his staiement is imcorvect.
brought in by the Government, io which the hon.
member for Tryon moved an amendment, and eight
mer{iibers voted for it-—which amendment I wilknow
vead s— ‘ ‘

« That the House of Assembly regret the disturbances

and troubles which oceurred i this Colony in the past year,
but the House, at the same time, are of opinlon that the
alleged open and systematic defiance of the law might
have been set aside by a further recourse to the aid of the
civil power at the disposal of the loeal authorities, hefore
callisg in the aid of Her Majesty’s troops.” - .
Now, 8ir, Lfind that eight voted for this ameundment,
-and this is an' important fact. I did not intend to go
into ihis question. ¥ am sorry, and [ thivk every
hon., member in this IHouse is soitry, that the Hou. b,
Whelan has not been relurned,—sorry that he was o
uufortunaie. 'There have been other matters brought
up, which; I thiuk, we bad befter now pass by, as we
shall have ample opportunity, hereafter, to speak to
them. - 1 will only say that 1 was surprised aé the ex-
planation given by the bon. mewber, with respect to
the delay in helding the Election. ‘

Hon. Mre. HAVILAND . —Does the hon. member
refer to we? - o

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN.—1I referrcd to the hon. mem-
ber for Belfast (Mr. Duncan). - '

My, HOWAT ~Mr, Chalvman, 1 was the one who
moved the resolnfion in the House last year which
has just been read by the hon. member. I believe
that faw and ovder should be maintained; and I be-
lieve that all classes are liable to become excited st
times; but [ do think that the Governmeut should
have used the means at their disposal befere they
brought the troapa bere. Had they done so, they
weuld bave had no occasion for the troops to put
down any disturbance. But now that they are heve,
Iam glad io see them. Itis admitted by all that this
Session was called too late, and both sides of the
Heuse seem to try to get clear of the blame. Now, is
there cause fer complaint? . I, for one, believe that there
is blame, and 1 wish that blame to rest upon those on
whom it should.. If the present Government, as ex-
plained by the Hon, the Atty. Gen,, had no more time
than was required by law for calling the Legislature,
then the blame must rest with the late Government.
I am at » loss to understand the hon. member for
Charvlottetown (Me. Brecken) when hie gave as a rea-
s0on that they weve waiting for fuller information on

There was a Resolutien’

Uonfederstion. ﬁaw,ﬁi;{, if he was sincare last year
in the 7o ferms resolution, there was no necessity to
wait for any further infermation ¢n' the subjeck of
Confederation; and the Election shoiild have Been
held at the n?mpar time, and the country net putioc
the inconvenience of calling the Legislalure so late. .

Mr. BRECKEN.—1z the absencs of the Leader of
the Opposition, I saggested what I thought probably
was the reason why the late Elestion did not take

place at an earlier date, that the Goveromant were
waiting the result of the deliberations of the delegates
of the othar Provioess, in Liondon, on the salject of

Confederation. Ifsuch was their reason, it appears to
me & sufficient ose; for who conld tell o what extent

‘our position might have been effected by the policy of

the Tmperial Government? Some persoss predicted
that we would be coerced into union; others, that cer-
tain terms would be offered for the acceplance or ye-
jeation of the people of this Colony, and with that
objeet o dissolution would have to take place.  The
hon. member for Belfust (Mr. Davies) will sarely
admit that it was of consequence that all deubts in this
important matter should bo removed before the Electors
were ¢alled upon to choose their representatived. The
hon. member charges me, a3 one of the supporters of
the celebrated no torms resolution, with inconsistency
in excusing this delay; but Bir, the hon. member
knows very well that; although I voted for these reso-
lutions, I did not agree with the wordiﬂ%‘ of them ; and
if he refers fo the repott of my spesch on that ocea-
sion, he will find that I stated that they went too far,
‘that to sy that no terms of union that would prove
advantageous to out interests amd the well-being of
the people could be offered was going too far. My rea-

‘sons for voting for these resolutions were, that I be- -

Hiaved that no other terms were in store'for us- other
than, those offered by the Quebes Scheme—terms
‘which I believed then, and still do, were peithey: just
wor liberal to the Island; and that in a:union on such
terms, our material interests wounld be most: sexiously
depressed. That looking at what was then takiog
place in the neighboring Province of Nova Scotis, the
very gresh dissatisfaction-that appeared to exist there,
and the protesis-that were being made against the

{poliay of the . Government going into Confederation

without first’ appealing to the peoplé) 1 ‘cossidered it
would have been dangerous for us to adumit the prin-
ciple in the abstyact, until there was o prospeect of
gotting fair terms, such as the people of this Colony
wonld be prepared to accept, If the hon. member
{Me. Davies) will take the trouble to refer to
my speech, when. these resolutions were under diseus-
sion last Session, he will find thai T have.not changed
my opinions. That I then said that terms might be
effered which it would be to our interest to acceps.
Not that I think it sny discredit to a man to change
his opinions, on political as well as other subjeots.
The man who néver changes his opinion, never corrects
his errors. Since last Session Confederation has
andergone a material change. The unics of Canads,
Nova Seofia, and New Drunswick haz been acocom-
plished; besides the terms of the compact have also

'been materially ohapged. With us, Sir, I thisk it is

only a question of time. I have never thought that
we can stand alone and keep onf, of the union, If I

thought we could without imperilling’ our various in-
tevests, I would say inthe wordiof Bhakspeare, “better
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bear those ills we have than fly to others we kusw not
of.* Qur positien now is such that it becomes the
duty of every public man to lock the question fairly
in the face, not in s party spirit with the object of
makiog political stock ous of it, Tt is titae we made
up our winds on this great guestion, ag to the most
beneficial sourse to be pursusd, and having done so to
stand or fall by those opinions. : :

Héﬂ. Me. 'biVIES-.»I loek at wembers who have
p!_idge& themielves. . C

" Mr. BRECKEN. — The hou. member need not|

glarm himself about my inconsisteney. I am not going
to play with the queaticn. I have pledged myself in
vommon, § believe, with every hon. momber of this
House, oot to commit the country to Confederation
uutil the question is Brsb submitted to ilke people at
the pulla. This pledge was most disticetly givea, and
I intend to keep it-surietly. : :

Hon. Mr. DAVIES.—-—I understood thé Lon. meme
ber for Chari@ttemwn.

My. BRECKEN.—I consider myself bound by a
pledge to band back to my coestituents the power
they entrusied me with undiminished. I do mot feel
myself preciuded from discussing the question. For,
if the present Governmeni were to open negociations
with tge Confederate Colonies, for the purpose of
joining the Union—a course that would not.very much
surprise me—and obfain an offer on favorable terms, I
should consider myself bound to vote against closing
with that offer, and vote for refsrring the question to
the people. | am surprized at the coslness of the hon,
member, twitting me with inconsistency on the subjeet
of Confederation. . I ask him, what candidate did he
support at the recent Election for Charlottetown,; —my
hon. volleague, s prominent supporter of Confederatinn,
one of the eelebrated « ninety-four.” If, Sir, the hon.
member and his party, well-knowing miy collsague®
views on that questien, supported, and, with the assist-
ance of some és}&i&dbmtes in the city, returred him to
this House; but—strange .and ineconsistent—having
piaced bim in that responsible pesition, they are afraid,
I understand, to trust him as a member of the Execu-
tive Council, and resolutely refuse to appoint him to
that position, although he hag as vesclutely insisted on
bis vight to be. there. 'Locking at the fact that he is
one of the representatives of the capital of the Colony,

“and the only one who is in harmony with the Govern-
mené, if there is anything of .ibat element amongst
them, which I'muceh doubt,and considering that his con-
stituents are the most weslthy, and certainly as intelli-

out as any in the Island, and that the greater portion of
the mercantile, mechanical, and many other of our
important interesis are centred in the Town and Rogal-
ty, I do think my eolleague, and those who sent him
here, bave & right {o see him at the Exzecutive Couneil
Board. 1 understand the Government distrusts him
on aceount of his Confederate opinions, It cannot be
that biz gualifications snd position, in ‘other respeets,
do not justify the appointment, ~ Stéange inconsisteney,
voting for a gentleman, returnigg him to this House,
and still afraid to tznst him as 2 member of the Govern-
ment. . But, Sir, for another picee of inconsistensy on
the part of the hon member (Mr. Davies). and his

party. How does he'defend the appointment to the!

office of Queen’s Piinter of o gontleman, ous of the
most ardent and fslented (and on that account the
most dangerous) advoostes of Confederation. The
hon. member designates Confederates as traitors. Is
thig his mode of punighing treachery by appointing
the offender to the most luerative office iu the gift of
the Government ?

Hon. My, KELLY.—My. Davies was uot appointed
to the Excoutive unsil after My, Whelus was appoiste
ed Quesn’s Printer.

M. BRECKEN.-—80 much the worse for him, if
such was the fact, for, by ucecepiing a seat in the
(Government, he endorsed and approved of the Ack;
but the fact is Mr. Davies was a member of the Gov-
ernment ab the time the sppointment was made. The
hon. member (Mr. Davies) jeers us for baving & red-hot
Unionist as Leader of the Opposition. It is within the
Eanwledye of this bon. Flousce, that thet hon, member
and the Government proposed to punish the Leader of
the Opposition for bis red-hot Confederate ideas, by
making him first Commoner of the land, placing him
in the Speaker's Chair. Sirange method this, of
marking the pedple’s and the hos. mewber’s disappro«
bation of the Leader of the Opposition’s vnsound and
traitorous opinions on a question so vitally affecting
our interests, The faet is, the Government is a mass
of inconsistency ; there dre scarcely two of them who
profess the same principles. Their Leader, who hss
not at present a seatin this House, always contended,
(and no later than a few days ago, on the hustings in
Charlottetown,) that the departmenial system of Re-
sponsibie Government was the only frue system. - Iow
often have we, on this side of the House, been denun-
ciated as traitors for departing from 4, by excluding
office-holders from the Legisiaturé. Now, we find this
composite Guvernmant following the course laid down
by the Counservatives, withoui baving the honesty or
cunder to confess that they have scen the ervor of their
way, or to essign reasons tor changing their minds. No,
Sir; rather than admit that it was honorable for their
opponents o do aaything right, they prefer pursuing 2
eourse which they have denounced as deseptive.  They
toll us that all political parties must make compromises.
To 2 certain extent this is trae,—but in wmutters of
detail, there is a point at which compromises mnst
stop. There are certain vital principles, which sdmis
of no compromize, unless they wish to be, as this Guv-
ernment are, compromised from head to foot, withous
any distinetive prineiple, composed of a remnant of the
old Liberal party, an infusion of Tenant Leaguers, and
a few calling themselves moderate Conservatives.  Look
at some of their recent and mest important appoint-
ments. What principle of Responsible Government
was respected in the appoimtment of the Colonial
Treasurer—a gentleman who, a few weeks ago, was
rejected, at the Legislative Couaeil Election, by an
overwhelming majority ; and, as to the appointment to
the head of the Customs' Department, I canuct say
what known rule of the Constitution has been invaded,
59 the framers of that system of government, widesnd
comprehensive 83 they made it, never contemplated
such o case of unblashing pelitical jobbery ocourring ;
thi was regerved for the ingenuity of Prince Edward
Tsland Liberals. And bear in mind, Mr. Chairman, that
the Government, by making this appointment, endorses
its propristy collectively and individually, otherwise
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they would insist ou the Controller of Cuastoms
obtaining the approval of bis constitwents. I can
picturd to myself that gentleman, when on the hustings,
dilating on the grievances and wrongs perpetuated by
those ruthléss and grinding Tories, snd assuring the
people that, it they would only return him to Parlia-
ment, he would put bis shoulder to the wheel, and caze
them of all their burdens and wrongs. They do so.
He, on his part, accepts o lucrative office, makes his
bow to his oppressed consiitueney, and takes final lenve
of them and their grievances, I bave slways locked
upon Respon:il e Government 85 a very elastic thing ;
it may be compwed to an Indian rubber bag, capable
of being squeezed into a variety of shapes and forms ;
and, provided you keep it inflated with the breath of
the well-understood wishes of the people for the time,
all well ; but the precent composite Government seem
disposed to syueeze that very breath out of it, and hold
it ap to the people as an empiéy and meaningless thing.
So much, Sir, {or the consistency of the hon. member
for Belfast and his new-found friends. ' '

Hoa. Mr. LAIRD.—Mr. Chairman; being & young
mewber, I did not wish to be too basty in rising to
address this hon. Committee. But I cannct any lop.%er
retain my seaf, when I hear such a reason given for
delaying the General Election, In fact, it is no rea-
son at all,
that law and lawyers were nearly synomous terms for
roguery and deception; but I bave lived that opinion
down. 8till, when I hear the hon. and learned mem-
ber for Charlottetown advancing such reasons as he
bas done to-night, I am alwost forced to the conclusion
that my early impressions were correet. Now, if
he was honesi in voting for the “ mo terms”
resolutions, it ought io be & matter of indifference to
bim how early in the summer the zlections were held.
1f consivtency had characterized the actions of the late
Government, delay in the case was unneccssary. . The

attempt to justify putting off the Elections, on account| g

of the general tenor of the resolutions on Confaderation
passcd last Session, is, I think, without force, when we
consider that the * no texms ’* portion of them is their
wost prominent feature,—-so much so, that they receive
their designation from it, and will continue to do so,
whils the Journals of this House remain in existence.
The hon, member for Charlottetown has slso twitted
the members of the Government about the “"eomposite”
material of which it is formed. Be that as it may, I
thiok their opinions are more in harmony with each
other, and their actions ocharacterized by greater
unanimity, than were those of the late Government.
One member of that ¢ happy family’’~~the hon. mem-
ber for Murray Harbor (Mr. Henderson)~was kicked
(pardon the expression) out of that honorable bedy.
And the operation appesrs to have had a beneficial
effect upon him, judging from his present conduet,
following, as be does, closely to, and firmly supporting,
the present hon. Leader of ths Opposition, who
. remained a member of the late Government after his
{Mr. Henderson’s) gentle dismissal. _
Mr. BRECEEN.—To say that no terms could be
offered that would induce us to enter into Confederation,
was sertainly going too far. The hon. wember from
Bedeque insinuates thst I was prepered to enter into
Confederation, if better terms were offerad. This is an
error. I did not sey so, or deviate from my pledge to
return the matter {o the bustings. .

1o
(

Sir, in my boyish days I was led to believe|

Uon. Mr. HENDERSON.~Mr. Chairman ; the hon.
member, who has just sai down (Mr. Laird), in his
ly_te the hon. and learned member on my vight
. Brockon) has alluded to me; but, I woald re ,
him thet it s quite unnécessary to at&gk.meover, the

‘shoulders of aneiher, for, I believe, I 'can stand upon

my owulegs. He affirms that I was kicked out of the
late Government; bui [ can assure him that I was
neither kicked nor pushed out of the Government, as
the correspondence on the subject, published several
months ago, has sufficiently proved; and, if the ques-
tiom were put 1o the voie of the intelligent peoply of
the Tsland, 1 venture to say that they would prenounce
my conduct us honoersble as that of any member in this
House. The illustration minde use ¢f by the howu.
member, 1 did not distiucily hear, but its drift ¥ can
easily understand ; and believe that, if it may be taken
234 true index to his forthcoming speecches, he may
expect laurels, not a few, before the end of the Session.
He has enly bound on the state harness; let hira not
think too hastily that he would work his way through
a difficuliy like the ‘one alluded {o, with more credit
than T have done. The hon. member (Mr, Davies) is
mutterixif on his seat, whils ¥ am apeakin%; but, I
must tell that hon. mewmber that it wounld be mack
more gontlemanly for him to stand ap and reply toms
himself, if able to do ss, than to sit prompting another
for that purpoese. .

Mr., McLENNAN.~This discursive dsbate, Mr.
Chaivman, is a perfect waste of time. Iam one of
those who approve of the action of the late Govern-
ment in reference to the (General Election. Hon.

members have brought inte this discussion matters not

before this hon. Commitiee, In the paragraph uunder
consideration, there is not one word that has any
reference to Confederation. It is a waste of time to bg
referring now to many of the subjects which have been

ged into this debate. There will be ample oppor-
tunity to do zo ‘when these questions coms up, in
proper form, before the House. ,

My, PROWSE.~Mr. Chairman: I feel it to be my
daty to teil the hon. member for Belfast (Mr, Davies)
that, when he undertakes. to charge this side of the
ouse as being the Confederate side, he is siating
what is incorrect. There are, Sir, on thie side of the
House, men as atrong%anti—@onfedamte as can be
be found anywhere, hy, Bir, the conduct of the
majority, with respegt to the elections for the City of
Charlottetown, cannot be defended. The hon. gentle-
wan charges us with- shanging our opinions on Con-
federation, becanss we have & Confederate for our
Leader; snd yet he and his purty were willing and
anxions {0 put that same gentleman into the Speaker's
Chair, Iam sure, if a Confederate was place(f in that
honorable pesition by this House, it would be regarded
by the public as a tendency towards Confederation,
much mere than the act of the Opposition, in choosin
him to be their Leader. I need not say oneword wit
reapect to the hon. member giving his own vets for g
strong Confederate, after what has been said by others
on that act of his. The Government side of this Honse
is made ug of old Liberals, Tenant-Leaguers, Confed-
erates, aud Conservatives; and on this side, there are
men who are strengly opposed o Confederation.
With respect to the question, why the late Government
did not cause the Elections to take place earlier, I may
say that, if they felt that any danger was te come ont
of hasty steps, they were doing a good service in
acting as they did. " And, Sir, I believe, there was s
time when a Legislature, only nine months old, waa
dissolved, and s new Election held. Had the disselu.
tion ef the late Assdmbly taken place ai the usnal
time, there was resson to spprehend that the same
wonid have again oceurred, that was the reason,
I counsider it s perfectly satisfactory one, for it

probably saved the couniry the sxpenes of & sseond
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Election. We kaow thai the Home Authorities were
more anxious that this Colony sheald go Inte Confed-
eration, than they were, some time ago, that we shouid
have six additional members in this House: thérefore,
it was quite probable that they might have instrocted
His Excellency to dissolve the Assembly, and test the
guestion of Confederativn at the polls. .

Hou. Mr. DAVIES. —1 wish to sayv a word in
reply to the bon. member for Charlottelown {(Mr
Brecken). The hon. member said that we were carey-
ing on the Government on perinciples different from
those formerly adopted by the Liberal pariy.

Mr, PIIOWSE.~As defiued by vourselves.

Houn. Mr. DAVIES ~—Responsible Governmoent has

becy 80 ably detined by my hoa. friend, the Atiorney
Geneval, 1L is guito uunecessary for me to ge further

into the matler, as I endorse his opinions on ikat sub-

ject. Responsible Government is supposed to be the
well-understood wishes of ihe people, as,expressed
through thelr Representatives. Thisside of the House
is not.new composed of the old Liberal parfy. There
is o good deal of new blood iufused ints it. There ave
not g6 manv of the old party on the fleor of this House
as formerly, but there arve gentleinen on this side of the
House who are prepared to serve their country faith-
folly. The bon. member for Charlottetown has said
that the Hon. the Colonial Secretary is not hero. I am
happy to inform thet hou. member that he soon will.

Hou. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION.—The
Houn, Atiorney General has favored us with a defini-
tion of Besponsible Government, as given from a Nova
Scotian stand-peint of view. I, however, am in favoy
of the home-manufuciuved avticle. In 1859, the Lib-
erals were defeated at the polls, and the Conservatives
came into power. Previons to that time theve were
only twenty-four members in this House, a large pro-
portion of wham were officebolders. Soho guestions
arose which showed that the principle of baviug six
or seven officehiolders on the floors of this Howse gave
the government of the day an undue influcnce, angd
the people declared in favor of cxcluding all oficials
from she Legisletuve. When the Uonservatives came
into power, they carried out their pledges by forming
& Government, without any of its officers baving seais
in either branech of the Legislatures awl for so doing
they were told that they had muiilate.] Hespousible
Giovernwu. ut— that they had creshe’ our its ife's
‘blood. During the first Sesslon which they were in
power, & guestion of Importanee—the nature of which
1 do not now remember—came before the House, and
su hon. gentleman-~-who was then a member of this
“branch of the Legislature, Bui who is now, like 3Ma-
homet's coffin with respect fo heaven or eavth, neither
in nor ont of this Honse—expressed his views en this
point in very strong terms. Theu wo heard guite a
diffierent definition of Responsible Government from
thas which we have recelved to-day. TUnder ibe first
Administration formed by that hon. gentlemian, the
Coloninl Secvetary, Treasurer, Commissioneér of Publie
Lands, Collector of Customs, and others, doivn to the
Registvar of Deeds, were members of the Leglslature;
and beeause these officers were excluded by the Con-
sorvatives from holding seats either in this ouse or
in the Legislative Counetl, I fisid by the Purlivmentary
 Reporter of 1359, that he expressed himself as follews:

Hon. My, Conzs~TUnder the present mongrel systera of Gov-

grnment, every member of it is os mueh bouud to support if,
¥ was nny head of o depariment under tHe previous system, so
that the argument aboub the greater freedom from improper
inflwences foll to the ground. There should be three or four
hends of depurtments in the Wonse, and T rogret that the leader

of the Govermment has not aceepted the effice to which he was.

these views In 1850, we look around this Hons

of his friends would Lave returned bim bave ag au official, 1
shonld like to see cvery wmewbor of the Kxeputive holding
offfies, end 1 would rather sco thelr number reduced to iive, with
ofiices, than as ab present. This Governmend iy o disge to
the Colony, and » lengling stock to our meighbors. {muy uot
thig in reference o the individuals composing if, bul io. the
principle on whidh it fo constituted.  The peoplo will not
vewinin long wabisfied with the systew of dspessing the patron-
age among the velutives of mombers ef the Expceutive. Suckl
has nub b 3d du the ot
Nova Bee ton, o whowm the I
ferred, did ot wlopt £ when be sdeceeded {0}
oub the coustituiional eystem, which is as we
tien to the British as the differencs betu
and Coloniul instifutions will admit, A% present, o per
ing from the country, huaving business wilk the Gov
may be unable to ree mombers of the Couneily whil

vecently, if the Govornor was in his office, u Couseil o
formed al ones from the officers in the building; Lus aow
Governor caunot hold counfidentinl communieation —with his
prigeipal officers, because they are uot Lis advisers.

Now, My, Chaivmaan, with a party in power, under tho
leadership of the same hon. goutleman who enuneinled
in vain
to see eitherihe Colonial Treasuver, the Commizsionsr
of Public Lands, the Collector of Cusloms, or ihe

b

Hegistrar of Deeds. A chauge, ceviziuly, has como
over the spivit of their dveam.  In ihis ease, verily the

wmen of yesterday ave not the men of to-day.

Hon, ATTORNEY GENERAL.—It roquivez o good
deal of political expericuce to arvive af corveet conclu-~
sions. We have had sixteen vears’ cxperience of
Responsible Governmeut, and have been endeavoring
to work it out according to the well-understoond wishes
of the people, as expressad through thelr Tepresenta-
tives in this Houso; aud, Sir, the events of the pass
teach us that we must ool for change of views with
politicians, as with other men. What did we seo in
England last yvear? and what do we see this vear?
Look at My Gladstone, lust year, and bis opponcats.
e was driven from offfce, not, Siv, hesanss the {one
servatives foarved his Bill weuld Increaze Gie constitu-
encies too much, for now ther thoweolves have
broughit in a Bill making vet largerinerense. ]
however golng fo sayv that Mo 10 Laneli and o
are doing what is weong., They ave me
to the expressed will of the people. Be v
Disvacli openly and  zealously  advocontiog
sures (o which he was formerly opposed, nud adro-
sating them, too, in his place in Parliun iy

LBobert Peel, also, carvied the Bepeal of the Uovi Laws,
thnt

atthough he, at one tlme, wis opposad 1)
Measnre,

Hon, LEADELR OF
was gonverted; vou are not.

Ton. ATTORNEY GENERAL.~T will
menther for Chaviotietotwn if he was not &
the Political Alliance, ¥ the hon. member will
hie wwas not, then I will bow Lo his statemment.

r BRECKEN.—I was.

Hon, ATTORNEY GENERAL —Thea that Associ-
ation ndvocated vole by ballot.

Mr. BRECEEN.—I did not say i1
the ballot, although I was o wewmbey of the Al

Hon, ATTORNEY GENERAL.—The onlv question
I ask is, was the bon.member connected withthe Politi-
cal Alllance? He says that he was, and it isno nees for
him now to say that his sentiments were, on any point,
opposed to the chavier of the asscelniion. We cannot
accept of any personal deelarations of differences of
epinion in another way. If a pelson belongs to an

ask

el

at I wouldsuppors
iauce.

5o fully entitled ; and T beliove, that sooner thag have allowed ; association, and um{ccs_usc of it::{ say it is just ,t{) §mta
him to vetive as a representntive, kad ke taken office, » mujority | thot he assents to, and is vesponsible for, the principles

4
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of that sociely; and, if my resding was corrvect, the
Political- Allfance was in favor of voie by ballot in
1838. Dut, what have the Conservatives since done to
carry oul this messure? Jihas been allowed {o vemalin
out of sight. We may assume that they; too, have
changed their views, at least on this point. I consider,
Mr. Chairman, that a party which brings forward any
yhessure, departs from its principles, if it does not
carry that measure out. 1 have, as I have said,
always been opposed o vole by ballot, becanse I think
that an Englishmun should not be ashamed 4o record
bis vole openly. When the Conservatives cawe into
power in 183% we were (e have totsl exclusion of
officeholders from the floor of the Homse. This was
then their great policy, and this policy they departed
from in 1863. Can they tell us, then, that we are notb
carrying out Hesponsible Government, because we
depart from some of the priuciples which guided us
when that form of Government was infroduced here?
1If this be the case, they themselves did not carry out
the principles of Responsible Government, when they
changed their policy, in regard to the officebiolders.

tHon. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION.—The;

people saw the evror of their ways.

Hon. ATTORNEY GEXERAL.—Yes; the people
saw the errov of their ways, and the Government and
the Representatives of the people saw the ervor of
their ways. Dut it was still a deparvture from their
principles, though they may say it was only a different
way of working those priuciples out. This is very

- well—very good; and I am sure that, although the
then Opposition congratulated the Counservatives on
having turned from the error of their ways, they never
upbraided them for not bringing a regiment of officers

_iuto the House. But, My, Chaivman, there was no

desire, on the partof the vresent Government, io delay
unnpecessarily the summoning of the Legislature. As
soon as possible after the late Administration was
broken up, the present Leader formed his Govern-
ment; and I believe that, rather than leave the country
in confusion, had the Leader of the Opposition been
able Lo form a government, our Leader would not have
interfered with him. If the members ou this side of
the House had been grasping after offices, it would
have beeu impossible to call the Assembly even now,
and the Revenue Bill might have been lost, had we
thus adbered to the former policy of the Liberal party,

—for with more than two or three members out of the

House, the Government would have been placed at the

tender mercies of the Opposition; and, in that posi-
tion, 88 you may imagine, Wwe were not inelined fo he
laced. The gentlemen en thatside of the House may

e very pleasant and agreeable; but we cannot trust

them, when they are able {o obtain an adverse vote.

Let the Opposition, then, not cry cuttos scon. Why

ave they in such a burry to pounce down on us, driven,
as it were, into the position which we held? They
would, Mr. @hairman, show far more ef the true

patriotic spirit, if they refrained from doing so for a

time. or, al least, uniil the Gevernment has had an
opportanity to develope its policy.

Hon. LEADER OF THE OFPFPOSITION.—I
am, indeed, véry much obliged to-the Hon, Attorney
General, for his able, lengihy, and. statesmaniike
lecture opon pelitical morality, I was not present
when this discnssion commenced: but I nnderstand it
was begun by members o his own side of the House,
_ The hon. member for Belfast opened It with thai

spesch of his, which Included the Tonant Lesgue and

ihe calling in of the Truops. Then the Hon. Atiorney.

General %&vo us a definition of Responsible Govern-

ment; and now he bas gone into the Frauchise, vote
by ballot, aad Lord Derby’s pulicy.

member who

Mr. BRECKEN.~-I wish, Mr. Chairman, to say s
few words apon the ingenious remarks of the Homn,
Attorney General concerning the Politieal Alliance.
1 con say only this: The Political Alliance was au
organization of the Conservalive party. ' The principle
of vote by ballot was net, I believe, part of the Coun~
stitution of the Alliance. Though incorporated in the
drafi constitution, it never formed part of the policy
of its members o of the Couservative party, sud was
never brought forward by thal party, either at the
hustings, or ou the floor of the House, I find no faulé
with the Hon. Attorney General for having changed
his opinions. The Conservatives saw their mistake in
the tuinl vxelusion of officeholders frem the floer of the
House, aud they acknowledged it. If the present
Governwent ses that they were wrong in carrying out
Departmentsl Government, why do they not frapkly
avow it? 1 believe that they are pursuing s wise
course; but let them say that they bave found them-
selves in the wrong,—not that the necessities of ths
times have compelled them to act as they have doue,
and comp¥omise their principles. No, Sir; nothisg
would justify that—not even the loss of the Revenuns

SiH

e

Hon. My, HOWLAN.—~Wae have, Mr. Chairman,
heavd much in this discussion about the consistency
of pariy. We would almost be led to believe that
those hon. members conld be accused of no inconsis~
tency. But what, Mr. Chaiviean, did we see in 18597
Why 8ir, during that year, and until 1868, the aetual -
Attorney General of the Island had & seat in the
House, while the gentleinan who nominally held that
office did not receive the salary belonging to it.
This was the belief throughout the Island at the time.
The party were afraid to send the gentleman who
veally discharged the doties of Attorney Genceral back
to his counstituenis, and hence this anomaly. We are,
however, taking & straightforward course; we ars
satisfied with three members on the floor. Much has
been said, Mr. Chairman, regarding the Queen’s
Printer’s rejection by his constituents, but the hon.
member who last spoke, must remember that he ve
nearly shared the same fate. I contend, Bir, that it
is mot right or just te iniroduce that gentleman’s name
here since his defeat. This maiter should be left in
sheyance, for his case may yet be that of other hon.
members. Bot, Sir, the present Governmen: has
been styled a ¢ composite” party, by the Opposition.
Why, Sir, the character of the (onservative Govern-
ment for the Ilast eight years, has been composits.
During that time they have had three Leaders, while .
the present Leader (Mr. Coles) is the only one the
Libersl party ever had. The members who form
the present Goverument, have come from the sast, the
west, the north and the south, and thus far, Mr.
Chairman, it is compesite, but- not o on real prin-
ciples. It was the mismanagement of the Land Qnes-
tion by the late Adminisiration, which gave the
present Government the roajority in this House. It
was & Colonial disgrace te &all in the Troops, and I
sm glad to hear it admitted, that the civil power was
not sufficisntly oxercised biefors doing se.. Thatthe
sonduct of the Executive in ¢his matier did not meesi
with the m;peov_al of the couniry, is shown by the fast
that s pentleman, whe was then & msmbar of that
body, has been returned
bosom of hiy family. )

3fr. BRECEEN.—With all defsremes fc the hon,
mem bag just epoken, I will tell him, Mr.
Chairman, that be must, in his statements befors this
hon, comumiites, conflne himaelf to. facts. He has
stated that I havs introduneed and made free ues of the
neme ofa gentlemsn not now in the House. - He must
remembar, Sir, thet thap genitleman’s refection was

by his eonstituents to the

bronght up in discussion by hon, members on his
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own side of the House, not on ours, He has also

aluded o my election, but with reference to this, I

«can teil him, that the infinence which gives me a seat
‘in this House, is a true British political one. 1 have
run two elections, and I owe my return to the ve-
spected constituency which I represent; and 1 helieve
that though nol more than fifty votes ahead of my
.opponent, I have the confidlence of my constituency.
But, 8ir, the bon. member has also said that in 1859,
I twas appointed Atiorney General nominally, This,
Bir, is not true. I have never asked for an office of
any deseription for myself or any one connested with
me,—1 never agked for the Attorney Generalship, and
when appointed, I was astonished, for I always con-
sidered myself too young a man to be appointed. to
any imporiant office, or to a seat iu the Government,
But, Sir, the duties of that office I discharged, and
‘the whole of them, and in giving it to me Mr. Palmer’s
name was never mentioned., ¥or two years Ienjoyed
ihe whole salary of my office, and had nething whatever
to do with that gentleman in pevforming its duties,
recelving no more assistance from him than one law-
yer usually does from another. Af the end of that
time, however, seeing that he was serving the country
without receiving any reward, while I, who had far
less claims, was being liberally rewarded, I employed
him to assist me, and paid bim myself without having
any communication with the Executive on the subject.
I did uot even know that the Council, as a body,
was aware that Mr. Palmer was employed by me. I
stake my word of honor, that I was appointed as freely
as the present Attorney General. Will the last speaker
deny the fact that I discharged the duties of the
office while T held it. It was a fres and voluntary
act on my part to employ Mr. Palmer, and I wasin
circumstances which enabled me {o do it; hut I was
in no way bound to employ him, and received no
more assistance from him than the presenf Attorney
General receives from soy lawyer he pleases to employ.

Hon. My, HOWLAN.~It sppears to me rather strange
that the Executive should not be aware at the time that
the hon. member employed and paid Mr. Palmer. Though
1 do live at Tignish, I can read the newspapers, aud I
know that it was the general opinion throughout the Is-
1and that the Government, when they gave him the ap-
pointment, intended him to act as he did. ‘

#r. BRECKEN.——I was sworn into office without one
~word being said concerning Mr. Palmer; and what I did,
I did of my own accord. 1 chose to employ and fee him
liberally, T had a perfect right to do so. Iknew wheni
held the office that of right it belonged to him.

“¥en, Mr. HOWLAN.~The hon. member iz only getting
deeper into the mire. He says that the Government were
ot aware of the fact that he was employing Mr. Palmer,
I think that had he employed s gentleman of the opposite
party they would not have remained long in ignorance
of it.

Mr. McREILL.~I am, My, Chairman, one of the “yonn%
members,” but 1 may, perhaps, say a few words, thou

do not wish to occupy the tims of this Committee. I had
not the slightest idea that the paragraph now under dis-
cussion wonld have been the catise of so long & debate, as
it did net convey any censurs upen the late Governmeny
for having delayed the General Election. I do not intend,
Bir, to o over all’ the ground that has besn traversed by
the speakers befove me, or to srgus whether the hon.
member for Charlottetown or Mr. Palmer wes Attorney
General In 1859, Baut, 8ir, we have besn twitied for the

manner in which we are carrying out Responsible Govern- | ge!

ment. - I would ask if the iconduct of -{he present Oppesi-
ion,. wheit i5 power, showed any very great degree of
consistency? I well remerober that in 1859 the hon. mem-
berfor Charlattetown (Mry. Brécken) came out to Wheatley
-River .to support & friend of his who, wes running the
Elsetion in ihat district. He msde a splendid speech on
the weeaslon,—for, a8 you know, Mr. Chalrman, the hon.
Amber can be very eloguent—and aimest the whols of it

was in favor of em‘gémg ofiicehiolders from the flvor of
the House. This, Sir, was in the days of the Political
Alllance; and the ressens given by the bon, member for
having since changed his policy are not very satisfnctory
to me at least, The Tepent League cannot certainly have
influenced him, for that League was not in existence at
the thme, Allusions have also been made, 8ir, to cur not
working harmoniously togeglier; but the Opposition must
rememnber that we have not had a faip trial, ond shounld
copsider, oo, that such faunts cowe with o bad grace
from them. Every one knew that during the last year the
Conservative Government was composed of auythiug but
harmonious eleinents. First, one member of the Execu-
tive was put oub, or vesigped, then sunother, €l finally no
Government was left, Though we are not carrying out
the Departinental system in its fullest sease, siill, if
our principles are right, no censure should bs cast upon us.

Hon. Mr. DUNCAN —1do not thiuk that the last speaker
has said anything worthy of a reply, s¢ that none is need-
ed. I must sy, however, that the preseut Government
have seen the error of thelr ways, as we did. We went
iute one extreme, aud for four yeurs had not an office-
holder on the floor of this House. When we found that
our policy was wrong we acknowledged it at the bustings;
but the present Government has never publicly disavewed
their former Departmental policy, though now, after they
have got into power, we find them tacitly admitting that
the policy which they condemned in the Comservatives
{that of having three officers on the floor) is the correct
one. But, Mr. Chairmasn.is iv from necessity or from a
desive to do what is right, that they have appointed only
three of their members to office? I am inelined to think 4
thdt they feared some would be rejected, and the case of
the Queen's Printer shows that it might have been as well
for the party had he not taken ofiice, though my hon.
colleague has told us that he is glad that gentleman was
rejected. .

Hon. Mr. LATRD.—The last speaker huas said that the
Conservatives, eight years ago, went 10 the hustings with
the avowed determination to allow no officerholder on the
fioor, and that for four years they carried this policy out.
This I will admit, but I am not so willing to concede the
truth of his other ststement—that they afterwards at the
hustings acknowledged their error. If, I think, was un-
derstood smong the members of the then Government
that they were at that election to be silent on the subject
of ofiiceholders; and I am of opinien that the members of
that party made no profession upon the subject, and thag
they were returned without any guestions being ssked
them. It is well known that from that time they had
three officeholders in the Legisiature, and during last
session we find them bringing in a Bill relating to Election
Laws (Par. Rep. 1866, page 52) providing for as many aus
eight officers in the House of Assembly and Legisiative
Council. The paragraph relating to these officers reads
as follows :— .

“‘The Bill provides that any persen holding the offive of
Colonisl Sesrstary, Attorney General, Bolicitor General, Colenial’
Tresgurer, Commissioner of Public Lands, Postmaster Genersl,
Financial Secretary er Ucllester of Impost for Charlottetown,
aud being at the same time a member of the House of Assembly
or islative Couneil, who shall resign his office, and within
one month - after hiz resignation secept auy other of the ssid
offices, inder the ssme administration, shall not thereby vacate
his seat in the said Assembly or Lagislative Council.”

The statement of iny hon, friend, the member for Belfast,
that he was on certaln grounds that the Queen's
Printer had been vrejected by bis constituents, has been
'made the subject of many remarks. The members on the
Opposition side of the House must certainly be very ob-
tyse. The hon. member only said that he was glad that
niieman’s constituents had rejected him if they did not
believe his professions sincerc regsrding his future polley
on Confederation. This discussion has already been cop-
tinued too long, but it is necessary to disprove the state-
ments made regarding the inconsistency of the Govern-
ent, when such charges can more easily be subatantiated
agalnst the present Opposition when in power. That the
present is & true Responaible form of Government is evi-

dent from the definition given by the Hon. Atiorney Gen-
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Teesponsible Governinent is a govermnent to
carry out the wishes of the people, a3 expressed through
their Kepresentatives, surely the nineteen or elghteen
mmembers ou the Government side of thls House ean fuem
_a truly responsible Administration. :

Flon. Mr. DUNCAN I & not, Mr. Chairmay, find
faalt with the exclusion of officeholders from theﬂ‘ﬁmr
of this Tionse; but I wish o tell the houn. gentleman
swho last spoke, that I canvassed as @ szsm‘mtwe,
and only as a Couservative—uot as an Independent. I
would fecl obiiged to the bon. mewber, i be would
tell me where the Independent members ure in the
preseut Houge.  Sorely Independent members cannot
be wembers and supporters of a Government. They
are veiurned as Independents, and they support a Gov-
srmment before ihey avesmonibold.  These members
should, I think, remain duwmb, when counsistency is
spoken of.

Tlou. 3r, LAIRD.—The last speaker says he has
always been o Conservaiive; surely he must mean a
converted ono—7for e was onceopposed o having any
offices on the floor of the IHouse; then be would admit
three, and lust Session eight.  He bas also.veforred to
the Independent members, I can tell the bon. mem:
ber for Belfast that I canvassed on the principles that
I now bold. I never canvassed as.an “Independent;”

- and, thervefore, when I found that the present Govern-
- ment held the same priocipies, I was perfeetly free to
join them. | ) .

ceraly for if

Hon. Mr. DUNCAN.—Then the whole Govern-|

ment is Independent.

Hon, LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION, —
The hon. wember for Bedegue (3Ir. Laird) has said
that, in 1863, the Conservatives gave noe notice to the
country of their change of poﬁc_v, regarding office-
© holders. What better proof could the country have of
the ehange in their opinions, than the fact that they
gsent two gentlewmen (Mre. Pope and Mr. Pulioer) to
their coustituencies in that vear, while holding office.
There was nog any curiain kept before the publie, as
the hon. member has usinvated. I cannotbot wonder
at the sophistry of the hon. pentleman in bringing
forward that clause which he read, veluting to office-
holders. That clause does not prove that the Conser-
vatives wore willing to bhave all these officers on
the floor of the House; but merely provided that any
person, at any futuve time, bolding one of these offices,
by vacating it and accepting anuviher, shonld not
thereby torteit his seuf, This matter has been brought
upas a delusion and asnare.  The clause, foo, was not
cacried by the Conszervative party a3 a party measure.
We all (Government and Opposition) were s happy
family in passing the Bill. It is true that my fviend,
{My. Howat) the master of the situation, as he used
to bo called, objected to the insertion of the words—
¢ Finaunce Minister,” as that was an office not yocog-
nized in the Colony.” ~ o =

_Hon. ATTORNEY GENFERAL —There are wany
views regarding Responsible Government, but [ think

that the definition given by me already,—ihut & Gov-|

erament is responsible so loog as a majority of Repre-
sentatives are willing to support it in carrying out the
wishes af the people, apd only so long. —is the traest
definition. [ was onee conversing with a gentleman
in one of the other Provinces, and in the course of
our eouversation he acked me who was then Attorney
General uf the Istand. T told him; and be asked how
it ‘could be the case, since that gentleman did not
hold & seat in the Execulive, snd added that we
were not carrying out Responsible Governnient.  This
onaly shows how difiereet opinions are wpon this sube

ject. We muy, Mr. Chairman, debate here for two
days without arriving of any conclusion, Al that
cun be said is that 2 goverament, 5o long as supported
by 2 taajority, is responsible; if not, the péuple have
the power to turn them out. Exzception may be taken
to this, but as we can.arrive al no satisfactory conclu-
sion, it is better (o say thazt both parties have chauged
their views. Al this diseussion has pothing te do with
the clause before the Committee, That clause merely
says that we are willing to engage in the busindss of the
couniry even at this Jate peried. I irust that the
debate will now terminate. '

Hon, LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION. ~~Lhope,
Mr. Chelrman, that it will, but the Hon. Attoracy
General must not lay the flattering unetion to his soul
that no one understends Responsible Government except.
those on bis side of the House. In 1830 we were
carrying out Responsible Government in fulfilling the
wishes of the people relutive to officeholders, and -
the Address sent home by the Opposition shows that
they were then opposing that form of Government,

The second paragraph was then agreed to, when the
Commities rose and reported progress.

ilouse adjourned.

et ——

Toespay, April 28,
Hon Arroswey GENERAL, from the Commitiee on
expirviug Laws; preseated the first report of said Com-
wittee, and moved that it be made the order of the day
LO-150rr oW, .

Hon. Me, Havinasp, Leader of the Opposition,
said that, by the report just read, he observed one law
had expired, the immediste consideration of which was
pecessary,  He would therefore move that the House
do wow go into Committee on the report,

Hon. AtToRNEY (GENERAL supported the moticn.
iMr. {3zorgE Sinornair in the Char,

The House in Cemmitiee veported the following
Resolation agreed to, namely s

That it is exgedicnt to revive, continuve, and amend
the law relating to the Hmits and rules of Jails in this
Istand. . ,

- & Committee was then appointed to bring in 2 Bill
in accordance therewith.

On motion of Mr. Brecrexn, Mr. Joun YEo obtained
leave of absence for one week.

The House then went into Committee of the whole, .
to take into further 'considerstion the Address in
angwer to His Excellency’s Spoeech.

The 3d paragraph of the Address was read and
agreed to, without comment.

Paragraph.of Address relating to Purchase of Lands.

On the 4th paragraph being read, which relates to
o further extension of the Land Purchase Bill, &e.:

‘Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL ssid:—I rise to
move that the paragraph just read be adopted., As it
principally refers to exiehding the operations of the
Land Purchase Bill, -2 measure introduced by the
Liberal party, and cagried out by the ldte Government,
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I Luve uo doubt it will be sgreed to by both sides of
the Houte.  No questiou is raised as to the prineiples
of that Bill, undur the wperation of whick so
tenants have beeows frecholders; the paragraph oaly
contemplates further effuvts to enable tenants ou the
estates of the remaining Proprictoss of Wownship
Lzuds to participste In its beucfits. The cuncluding
part of the paragraph relates fo providing funds. ¢
does nob, however, seek o pledge this hon. Commiies
to awy particulsr method of ralsing thuse toudo; @
simply states that the mesvs of providing them shudl
veceive our cavelul and sorivus cousideration, I am
not aware that the Opposition intend to propese any
amendment to the vlause under consideration, theretyre
it is unneecossary, ut the present stage of the debate, o
enter very fully into the subjeets to which it rafirs.
YThough I am pleased that the Cunard Esfate has been
purchased, yet I believe that, had the loan brought
furward some years ago by the Liberal party bece
secured, that purchuse could bave been effecied as
much less inconvenienuvs to the Colony, than by the
arrangoment of the late Governument. With the Tui-
perial guaranice, moucy can be obtained at a muek
lower rate, thum under the ordinary security of the
focal Government ; hence the advantage of the mcu-
sure which we then introdueed.  Of course, those who
opposed the Loan Bill did it from patriotic motives,
though 1 am of opivion they were mistaken. Oune of
the Montgomery esiates was also purchased last yeur,
and the mauner in which the tenantry on that and
other estates have come forward to sceure the fee simple
of their furws, shows that the pooplé generally are
anxious to bo relieved from the leasohold system. A
scheme for raising funds {o pny for proprietary lands
may have to be mutured and brought forward, but no
ledge to that effect is contained iu the paragraph new
before this hon, Commitige. L

Hon. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION.--Mr.
Chairman ; it is net my intention to offer any amend-
ment o the parageaph, the adoption of which bas just
been moved by the Hon, Attorney General, but sowe
of his remavks call for a reply. He appears to think
that all the patriotism of this hon. House is on the side
of the present majority, and that the settlement of the
Land Question is their solo birth-right,—in fact, that

it is nothing short of plunder for this side of the House
to meddle with that question. Sir, in my opinion, ths

Conservative party have effected quite as much as ever

the Liberals did, to enfranchise the tepantry. It has

been stated that the Conservatives simply carried on

the operation of the Land Purchase Bill, after it had

been passed by their political opponents. I mow state

that the Land Purchese Act wag never made a party

question in this House. It was introduced in 1833, by

he hon, Leader of the Goverment, and the only sppo-

sition offered to it was brought forwsrd by a member of

their own party——the Hon, Mr. Moonsy. The amend-

ment propesed by thet gentleman is the sole opposition

to the Purchase Billy which has a place on the records

of this E;euae. o o }

- had as good a right to carry out its principles as

: f::tyﬁbaml Governmeni. It ltza alse E?:m gtated,
Jduring the course of this debate, that the Land Com-

i

mimion scheme, introduced by the Hon, Col. Gray,did|

more 60 injire than benefis the canse of the fenantry.
I connot agree with that opinion, but eontend, on the

&

This being the case, the Conservative

jesntrary, that the Commission was predueive of g

sreat pwount of good, It so happoned that. the Come
wiszioners’ Award was net approved of by the Tmperiul
Govermaent; s [uilure, however, cannot he charped
agniust the Conscrvative party, who did their utmest to
have it esrried into effect. The first opposition showu
t6 it was by the Liberal press of the Colony ; dod so
suceersful were the elforts of thelr orean, the Eraminie,
to excite a prejudies agaiust if, that e, 3r owe, of
Nove Sestin, the Cowmissioner on bzhaelf of the
tennatry, wis Luvned in effigy in onc or wmore parts of
the Lslund, After vefleetion, however, whenthe people
iad time {o cxaming into the Award, they became con~
vinced that, if ouly confirmed, its eperation would be
wove benelicial to thele iuterests, thaw bLad been set
furth by the Liberal press. But the diseovery was too
late.  The Award was objected to by the prepiictors—
¢neouraged, it may bave been, by the opposition toitin
itiz Colony—and that chjection was held oz valid by
the Imperial anthorities. ” Suill; though the Award, in
its entirely, was rejected, out of it arose the Fifteen
Years’ Puvchase Bill.  That measurve, I am awure, has
bova strongly denvunced as worse than useless; but I
maintaio that it bas been attended with benefit to not o
fow of the tenantry.  One object, at least, it accom-
plished ; it was thie moans of remitting o lurge awount
of arvears of rent. Some, I koow, affivin that those
arrgars ¢ould never bave beea collested.  Asthe agent
for the Mountgomery estates, T am in a position to state,
from personal knowledge, that a large proportion of the
arrears due on them, which that Bill remitted, could
huve been receovered. I contend, also, that the privi-
lege of obtaining the fee simple ¢f their furms, at 15
years’ purchase, was a boon to the fenantry on many
of the estates.  On Cunard’s esiates, the lowest price at
which the tenant could purchase was 20s. an aere; and
the Messrs. Montgomery would not sell their lands ia
detached farms, at any price. The operation of the
Fiftcen Years’ Purchase Bill, as it would eveatually
break up the estates into fragments, was the means, I
believe, of bringing both the Cunard and Montgomery
properties into the markel. Another objection urged
against thaf Bill is, that it confirmed the Fishery Re-
serves to the proprister. Bus, Sir, admitting this to
be the case, it is more advantageouns to the tenant to
pay ls. an acre rent to the proprietor for the reserves,
than that he should pay such a rent for them as might
be exacted at the discretion of the government of the
day, without the privilege, too, of securing the fee
simple thereof, as provided by the Fifteen Years’
Purchase Act. The Hou. Attorney General siated, as
bis opinion, that the Cubard estate could have been
purchased on terms more advaniageous to the Colony,
had the celebrated Loan Bill of the Liberal party been
in operation. This is a problem very difficult to solve.
I, for one, hold a directly opposite opivion to the hon.
member. It is contrary to the principles of Political
Economy, for a government to go into a foreign market
for money when it can be procured at home. Suppos-
ing the Imperial gunrantee had been secured, at what
rate could the money have been obtained?

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL. ~Four sad a
quarter per cent.

Hos. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION.—S8till,
supposing it could have been obtained at 4} per cent.,
would not sn agency have been required to mansge the
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loan, which would bave cost an additional sum?  But
even with an Twperial guarantec money canaot be very
casily raised. In the cuse of the luter-colonial Rail-
-way, where the revenues of the several Provinces
are pledged, backed by the Imperial guarantee, the
woncy cznnob be obtained at. less than 4 per ceat;
and withous thut guaranfee it could seurcely be raizsed
at § per cent.  When this Colony, therefore, can
bosrow money from its own people at § or 6 per cent,,
it is folly for us to go into a forcign market. With
respect tu the operation of the Land Purchase Act,

when iutroduced by the Liberal Admisistration, it

only ullowed the purchase of lands to the awount of
£30,000. The Conscrvative party first extended its
powers tu £40,000, and then again last year to £110,000
additiona), making o all £150,060. The Liberal
Governineut_only Lought some 85,000 acres under the
provisions of the Act, while the Conservatives pur-
chazed about 311,000 acres, or more than one-fourth
of the number in the whole Island. Notwithstanding
all the lund which pussed. into the hands of the late
- Governmient, the money was secured without any dis-
connt, their warrants being cashed at face. The
Cunard Estate, purchascd last summer, ecst £53,000,
sterling, or £79,500, currency. Of this sum £5000,

sterling, or £7500, curreney, was paid down; £21,500,

sterling, in debentures bearing 6 per ecent. interest,
payable in three equal instalments of about £10,750,
eurrency, each, at six, twelve, and eighteen months ;
and the balunce, or one half of the whole, in debeutures
at 5 per cout. interest, paysble in ten years, bearing
date {rom July 1st, 1866. And I am of opinion that
the resources of the Colony are quite sufficient to mect
these payments, without the Government’s applying
to a forcign market for funds. 1 find that the late
Governwent, after paying the fivst two instalments on
the purchase of the Cunard Estate, has left to their
successors a credit, ab the Bank of P, B. Island, of
£7556 455 at the Uplon Bauk, £8235; cash in the
Treasury, £1910 191, 6d.; over due Bonds, £1790;
and coming die Bonds to the amount of £18,615 6.
6d.; inall, £37,197 10s.  With such g credit as this,
I think the present Grovernment should not encounter
much difficulty in meeting the remaining instalments on
that estate. 'T'he receipts tlfis year from the estates in
the hands of the Government will also enable them to
pay theie instalmwents. From the Cunard Estate the sum
of £11,220 bus alresdy been realized ; and the receipts
from the other estates last year were over £5000.
Notwithstanding the remarks made by hon. members
on the other side of the House, I believe the people
gencrally duly appreciate the efforts put forth by the
ate Government to relieve the tenantry, T am aware
that some persons in Charlottetown were opposed to
the purchase of the Canard Estate, and since that
purchase was effected, have set themselves to work to

establish a new school of economy, by advocating

legislation o relicve the embarrassments of trade.
Whether or not they have brought their pressure to
bear on the Governihent, I am unable to say; but
judging from the tone of the Hon. Attorney Gieneral,
I would suppese they had attewpted to make their
influence felt. The Government have nothing to do
with commercial movements. Their duty is to break
down all, improper batriers to trade, and allow com-
merce to take care of itself, If there s » tightness in
comameyeial affairs in this community, it huy beerr

caused by over-trading. Large quantities of goods
bave been imported, and sbips bave been sent home,
many of which are lying in the docks there unsold,
consequently depriving the Colony of that exchange
necessary to meet the foreign bills of the merchanis.
These circumstances, and not the purchase of the-
Cunard Estate, have, in my opinion, caused the pre-
sent depression of trade. To show that I aw not ad-
vancing peculiar views when I state that it is impolitic
on the part of a Government to altempt remedying
commercial panies, I will vead an extract from the
leading article in the London Zimes of February 1,
1867, commenting upon the Resolutions passed against
the Bunk Charter Act at o meeting held in Birming-
ham ) _
The errors_of the Birmingham Committee are logion, but
their first and cardinal misteke appears to be thdt they look
upou a time of panic as n time when some mystericus commod-
ity, called ¢ Currency,” is in demand, and that it is the peculiar
function of tho Government to keep a supply of this commodity
always on houd. The fact is that o panic is o demend for
mouey, and with the supply of money the Government has no
concern whatever. Money comes and goes just as cotton, or copper
or silk comes and goes. Merchants Jmpoit it and export it, and
the Government simply stamps its qualiby when it is taken to
tho Miut ov to the Issue Deparment for that purpose. There
is sowething infinitely childish in this clamor to the Govern-
ment to help embarrassed speeulators, which ought of itself to
lead the Birmingham Committee to suspect the truth of their
conclusions. Tho monetary engagements of merchants are free,
and the responsibility of providing for them rests upon them,
It the Government undertook to help them, it would overstep
its functions ; if it interfered with their free action, it would bo
despotie.  In traih, the Gevernment leaves men to their own
vesources. The Bank Chavter Act gives no facilities, imposes
no impediment in the way of commerce. Stumbling-block as it
is, its machinery is perfectly simple, and its single ohbject,
which it perfoctly secures, is to provide that the five-pound
Lauk-note shall always be exchangeable for five sovereigns,
This, Sir, is the duty of all governments. If they
aliow paper to be put in cirealation, they should see
that it is always redeemable in gold. | have heard .
some parties state that at present there iz not more
moncy in circulation in this Colony than about $3
per head of the population. IF this be the case, it
only proves that trade is not in a flourishing state.
Some four or five years sgo when our ships were
selling, and our farm produce realized good prices,
the Bank of P. K. [sland had £90,000 in circula-
tion. And when we consider that the Union Bank
can also issue £90,000, the Summerside Bank £45,-
060, and the Rustico Bank, under the late amendment
to its charter, I believe an unlimited amoust, I think
it must be admitted, that there is no deficiency of cir-
culating medium, providing the balance of trade be
in favor of the Colony, and the Banks, consequently,
in a position to issue their papér. If they are unable
to securc exchange, they cannot ‘allow their notes to
‘go iato eirculation. Suppose the thieatened war be-
tween France and Prussia should actually break out,
and the'carrying trade were to pass in a great mea-
sure into the hands of the British, our ghips would
sell, and business” in this Golony look up.. Ne more
complaints would then bs %..il about the purchase
of the Cumard Estate.  The pmgrsihl under. con-
sideration does not mention where or how the fands
are 1o be obteined for the further working of the Land
Purchase Aet; but if the Goversmentintend to maise
money in ‘the British market, §'consider theywould

be purening s short-sighted’ and unwise nolicy,
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on., Mr. MACAULAY .~ have no desirve, My,
Chalrman, to impede the progress of the Sessiou by any
factious opposition to auy satistactory measuve the
Government may propose. Notwithstanding the ter-
rifying definition given of our form of governmeunt, by
the Hon. Attorsey General during the progress of this
debate, when he pronounced Hesponsible Governient
to be (in othor and more concise words) & guadrennial
despotism, I shrink not, although I ame in the minority
of this House, from the free utterance of my sentiments
from the dread of his ire; neither do I wish wantounly |
to provoke the wrath of his party., Bat & sense of!
duty impols me to draw vour aticntion to the extigor
dinary document which forms the subject of thi
debate. My justification inso doing is that the destinies
of ihe people are so entwined with the acls of the
Governmens, that the welfare of the one must be pro-
moted or marred by the acts of the other: and, as the
document before vou will appear on the Journals of
this Mouse, and as yvou have already decided to send
eopies of that Journal to each of the adjacent Dritish
Colounies, special cure should be taken that the people’s
mohey should not be spens to publish to the world uny
matter that may tend to their diseredit. I do not
intend to offer any amendment formally tothe Address,
or any part of it. “The paragraphs of which you have
already thought proper to approve, are beyoud the
reach of any amendment. The clause under consider-
ation, however, with vour permission, I will rubmit to
a short, gentle, critical analysis, leaving the matter
thereafler iu the hands of the Government themselves
for subsequent umendment and revision. This course
I purpose (o puarsue, because the majority evince a de-
termination to suppoit every measuve they originate,
be it beneficial or injurious to the commonwealth, It
the Government were truly patviode, they would
studiously endeavor, while professing {o beuefit the
people wt home, not to degrude them abrowd. - How
far the document before you isealculated to do thé one
or the other of these, is problematical, To aid in the
solution of this guestion, I claim the privilege of
making the paragraph before youa the subjeci ol a fow
remarks. On reading it, I notice the following wordas:
“We bave obsefved, in cominon with Your Excellency,
the general desive evineed by the tenaniry to obtain
the fee simple of their lands, by the purchase of their
farms.” To copy these words into the records of this
House withont remark, would be braniing the whaole
House w.th the stigma of imbecility. Why vot alter
that mawkish seutence, and say in plain words that we
know the leaseholders of this Colony are desivous of
beeoming frecholders. But, Sir, such a plain state-
ment would but ill accord with the twaddle that char-
acterizes the whole Address, no part of which will bear
the touch of critieism. I will give you another exam-
ple, viz.: “ And we rcjoice to learn that Your xcel
fency’s efforts will be continued to be directed towards
extending the operation of the Laud Purchase Dill.”
Here we have thefull portrait of that vanity and conceit,
if not dissitnulation, whieh have marked the past caveer
of the party who gave birth to this Address,—a party
which will be memorable for ite vanity and weakness.
Through the thin gaise that conceals théir purpose, it
can bescen that they play with the hopes of the people,
as an engine to retain that power, which, by the same
instrumentsality, they lately obtained. Why not say,
in plain snd unambiguous words, that the tenantry of
this Coloay owe to His Excenehcy & debt of gratitade
for having been the instrument of making so many of
the former lensebolders.of . this Colony the frechelders
of the soil which they formerly held ag leaseholders?
Such a sewtiment would be ill-snited to their purposs,
They prefor 1o hover about the subject, rather than
strike st the root of the evil at once and abolish it for-
ever. The sentence last ‘guoted does not include all
the absurdily inthe Address. In the same strain of

i

inexpressive smbiguity, arve ithe fullowlug words:
“%We trast ithe remaining proprietors.” Duoes this
mean the proprietors that are yvetliving? [Luaghier.]
Certuinly the dead and goue do not rewain. [Laugh-
ter.] But, 8ir, ¥ am weary of reviewing ihis silly
document, und I will cease proveking vour visibilities
by further critieising o prodaction that should create in
us all a feeling of humuility, when we consider that it
emanafed from persous who coustituled themselves
the Government of an intelligent and aun culightened
comannitly, —a commuuity whose intelligence will be
ssiimated abroad by the acts of the parties whe, by
solitical fafe, sway the desiinies of the Colony. Sir,

iit i3 my sincere desive to see all our people happy,

prosperous, and progressive, and trying to equdl, i not
surpass, their surrounding ueighbours, and to cause
the fame of thelr excellenco to extend us fav as ihe
name of the Coloay is kuown., DButtbe Address ander
review is not calealufed Lo promote that desiver and,
as it is not my inteution to offer any amendment
thereto, for veasons aforesuid, T hope the Government
will withdraw i, ov get some compeient person to
revise it for them, before it goes abroad to the world.
[Applause 7 The Hou. Attorney Genernl seemns lo
Tavor obtaining o loan in the Dritish market. Doeshe
think that money wiil breed noney? It Is folly,
except under very extreme circumstances, forthiscoun-
try to wo into a foreign markes for woney ; beeause the
interest will have to be pald out of the Colony yearly,
and finally the principal also.

“on., ATTORNEY GENERAL.—IY the doctrines
taid down by the hon. member ave right, then it is a
pity that he hasnot given the world the beneiit of his
counsel.  Iie ouzht at once to be seut onan express {o
Englaud, to preveut other Colonics raining themselves
by contraciing loaus, for most of them wre doing so at
present.  Let him be appointed gendral Colouial
Finaoee Minister, and et g telegiam be st suce sent to
Loudon by the Atlantie cable, o letthe world know
he is comtug; and then lef him g to South Australia,
N~ . s, -3 it % .ty . . N
R334 P pEiisd e, U J 4 H t A0~
Caunada, and elsewhere. to advise thelr various assem
blies ou finaucial measuves.

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN . —send him to Van Diemen's
Land, .

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL —No, T would aot
et him go to Van Dicueer’s Land; 1 vespect him 1oo
muach for that, They borrow mouey in Assumlic and
other countries, and why cannolb we safely do so (a7
Now, ilthe Government ean borrow woney to parcleice
out the remaiuing estates of the propiictors, it will be
wise to do so. T quite agreo that a Joan should n.
contracted, unless the money can be obtained on ter
that arve veasonable, and nuder cireumsfances thnt i
corvesponding advantages will be an equivalent

interest.  Without veferring to what has taken

el

~

Ve
in 1848, I cannot sxpress the hope of our now geiting
a guarantee from the Imperial Government; we wmusy

depend upon our own credit and resources to raise
the money in England.  And, Siv, looking at the state
of the country at present, I do think we would be jus-
tified in endeavoring—nay, indeed, that we ought to
sndeavor—to obtainaloan. 'We sec tliat the secuvities
of Nova Scotia stand at 97, in the quotations of the
British market. Sarely, thew, it would be nothing
very objectionable or disreputable in us to legislate, in
order to effect what they have done in Nova Scotia.’ It
wwould not at least be anything very extrasrdinary for
the Government to adopt sueh a poliey, Notwith-
standing all that has beea said by the hon. mémber
for Georgetown, to whom I listened with pleasure,
while divcussing the financial affairs of this Colony, I
have not yet heard any idea advauced by him, or any
other houn. member, to-show that it is wrong for any
party to come to this Ilouse, aund ask for its interfex-
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ence i reieve the manclary pressure existing al the
presont time,  The reason for going abroad is that, in
Yiew of the £12,000 to be pald in July, on the Capard
gsinte, and the farlher suin of £12,050 in Junum"-y
wext, unless religf con be given, these payrents ‘\HH
greatly Invrease the pregsuve, pud cruate many diflient-
ties which will prevent the Bunks from discounting,
as thev st so soun prepare o meet these foreign
Jemanids.  We must reeolleet that, notwithstanding
all the money we have in the Treasury, eur predecos-
gors have left ws many debts to pay, and we have o
ook fo the puvmenis o be made in the future. My
own individual views arve that, if a losn can be had, we
should enden 1o obtain one. I am cortain thai,
unless some wrent change in the merenutile world
takes place, that when the instalments I have referred
10 shiall have 10 be paid by us, the community will be
plased in a diffleult position; consequently, i & loan
cun be offected af, =ay about 6 per cent:, I think it
would be au advaniage o this Colony. With respecet
10 what has been said by the other hon. member for
Geergetown, Twillonly vemark that itiseasy tofind fnulit.
Ve are much obliged to him for endeavoring to
enlighten us wilh respect to composition. No doubt,
he will vet be vesvarded by being at the head of a gov-
ernment, and when he iz, we shall have the satisfaction
of lovking {o a pawvty that will have an Address
free from all grammalical evvors. In veply to what
has been szid about iLe Hon.Col Grav, I can only state
that I have always acknowledged sy belief that he
was actuated by asineere doive to advauce the welfare
of the couniry, when he brought forward ihe Land
Commission measure.  Bus 1 ¢hink it will be admitted
that, of all the schemss introduced for the seltlemeut
of the Land Question, the Land Parchuse Bill has been
the best and most suceessiul,

Hon. Mr. DUNCAN.—With regand to the projected
loan, 2. Speaker, I think it can be provided for heve.
it s intended {o accommodute the mercaniile
eownmuunity, then [ say that the object in view is a
mdstaken policy.  Trade is like water, if left to itself,
it will find its own level. If merchants cannot get
money to meet their Lills, or procure exchange, it is
an evidence that tbere has been over-irading; and it
shows also that the balance of trade is aguinst the
Colony. Bat, 8Sir, I wenld sconer borrow money at
home, if it can be had, than go abroad to raise funds.
1t theve is an acinal necessity for securing a loan, then
¥ wounld zo abroad, providiug it can be obtained on
reasonable ferma. Dut I am of opinion that the Col-
wny, in matter of finauce, is in a very good state, for
there I3 to the credit of the Colony the following suins,

ViZi—

in the Bank of Prince Edward Island, £7356 4 0
In the Union Bank, 8225 0 0
(ash in the Treasury, 101019 ¢
In over due Bonds, 1790 0 ¢
And in Bends not due, 18615 6 6

Amounting in all to £37,197 10 ©

This will leave £15,619 19s. over, after paving the
money that will be due on the Cunard Estate up fo
and on the Ist of January,1868. - That estate has already
realized £11,220; other Estates last year £5080; and all
that will have to be paid on the Canard property will
be in July next, £10,750, and in January next £10,750.
After that time there will be no further demands
against the Estate, except the interest, until the Bonds
bekome due in 1876, which leaves some reom for the
present Government to work upon. They, SBir, must
be very oxtravagani indeed if they cannot carry en
.the Government with a balance of £16,000 {o begin
with. But Ibave not heard what interest they expect
to pay on the contemplated loau.

Hon LEADER OGF TUHE OPPOSITION —The bon.
and learned Attorney Genoeral said six per cent.

Ton My, DUNCAN —Whet the party asked for a
loan before, some person seui home nocopy ef the
Jroyed Giuzcide, aud when tue Colenial Blinister sow
that the Colony was in debi to the exient of £25,000,
while the despaieh they sent bome with the Loan
Bl showesd o balunce to the credit of the Coleny of
#5000, the result was, that so soon as the Coloniul
Winister noiiced this diserepaney, the Joan was drop-
ped. as once. . The cause of the present depression
of trade in this communily is mot fo be aitribuicd
o ihe purchase of the Cuuard Estate. it Is o
be churged to ofhier causes, Blauy ships are lying
at home unsold, and uvpless they sell at a betler
prize than they have doue vecently, ship-builders Lad
betier close up thelr business than go on and lose
money. Austher reason is thab there were lavge im-
portations last year, aud sales have taken place at o
rainous loss, while o large amount ef preperty yetb
remains ou haud unsold, _

Ion, Mr. HOWLAN.—When was that Bank siate-
ment taken (o which vou referred?

Hon. Mr. DUNCAN.—QOn the first of April, - The
Government, as shown by the slaiement I gave, have
only £21,000 te pay oun the Cunard Estale, which,
considering the crediis bequeathed by the late Gov-
crament, will leave them about £16,000 to begin with;
therefore, I do not think thet they shounld borrow any
money at all. The Laud Puarchase Bill was carried
through ihe Legislature when the Hon, My, Coles

was the Leader of the Government, bub it was sup-

ported by both parties.  The late My, Duncan McLean
put forth the ideas, and they worked them out. The
purchase of the Cunard Estaie, it was believed at one
time, wonld oceasion a considerable loss to the Gov-
eppment; but judging from the amount of receipts
already come in—about one-fourteenth per cent. of the
whol¢ purchase money—and that ¢there is a large quan-
tity of good land yet to sell on the estate, I think the
Toss will be but trifling, perhaps about £5000 or £6000.
With respect to the purchase of miore lands, I did not
think the present Government would reguire any
fuunds for thai purpose, as I understeod that some of
the hion. members who support that party had pro-
pounded the doctrine before the election that the
tenantry could procuve free lands without the assist~
ance of the Government.

Hon. AMr. HOWLAN —Mr. Chaivman; we huve
been told that the Land Parchase Bill did not oviginate
with the Liberal party. [ shallnot ge into the consid-
gration of that matter now; nor is il necessary, as the
subject was pretty fully discussed here last year. But
1 will read a quotation from the Islander of 1853,
which shows the opinions the Conservative party
entertained about the Bill at the {ime:—

# SwEEpinG Mussure”—THE LaND PURCHASE Biir.—
This is emphatically the greatest droom, or leading bumbug
of the Session. It is just Coles’ old Bill, authorizing the
Government to purchage Township lands at pot mors than
7s. 6d. currency per acre, inlota not less than 1000 acres,
if apy proprietor be willing to sell within the lmit. The
Royal Gaestte, of the 7th inst., furnishes an epitome of the
Act, and a very confused affair it seems’ to be. The Gov-
ernment to settle the tenantry in frechoid, it they wish it,
at * cost and charges’; but it appears that those stme ¢ cost
and charges’ may amount £o, but not exceed, * that sum, the
annual interest of which would be equal to the antwdl rent
paid by them under their leases.” ' Reduciag dur cotempo-
rary’s explanitien to  perspieuous atatement, 1t means thas
if & tehant pays £7.10s. rent in the produce of the ferm, he
may have to pay £7.108. Yent of interest {n cash, yearly, to
the Treasury, until he be ensbied o hand over £160to the
Government, for the freohold) of the same. How the
«charges’ should ameunt to such s fgure is the mystery.
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CBERraTOM.~—In Hon. Mr. Duccau's lasy speech on pre-

ceding page, for “aboul one-fuurteenth per cent™ vead,
cuer fourteen per cent. L

Our quotation cennot mean 3$d. rent per acre, aud under
the equivalent of not mora than £5 steyling purehise; there
belng none lessed se low.on the Island, we bellgve.
Bt the Bl is not slmply so electionegring humbug-—
it is something worse. - Uniess land he i the position of
the Worrell Estate, owned by. & very aged gentleman with-
out heirs, ne propriefor will sell for fouyor five years’
puréhase, with titles better than they were 10 or 20 years
ago. The Bill, nevertheless, provides that Debentires—
«obligations for borrowed uoney-——shall be {ssued by the
Governmen; to the tune of £30,000, which, with the £10,500
already afloat, needlessly, will form a public debt of £40,-
000, bearing an anpual futerest of £2,800.. Ye * Family
Compact’ Governments ! hide your dhminished heuds; ye
were but novices in the arts of covruption.,

# Spme years ago, Pope purchased a tract of land on or
near Lot 11, amounting to upwards of 1000 acres, we be-
leve, sold for o trifle, beeause it was not considered worth
paying the land assessment for, We have seen and read a
Freebold Deed of 100 acres of stwllar Bog laud to Pope's,
in the same guarter, for £10, or sbout 2s. 24, per sere,~—
Ko, e don't. doubt that the purchase of Pope’s swamp is
one main object of the Bill. Will the public consent to
continue to be represented by a pack of fellows who peed-

© lessly impose high daties on tey, sugar, &e., to obtaiu meo-
ney to squandet on any such purpose? Now see the down-
right cerruption, and the absolote irresponsibility, of what
is deceptively called Besponsible Government. Pope ‘and
Warburton—who, we understand, has’ also abundance of
bog Jand for sale—and their cligue in the Assembly, passa
Bill involvieg s pablic debt of £30,000, to be expended in
the purchase of such land as the Government may choose.
But Pope, Warburton and their eligue colleagues form the
Government, and may thus draw fromn. the Treasury a price
for thetr worthless 1and of more than ten or twenty times
its value” . '

This proves pretty elearly what the opinion of the
Conservative party, at that time, was. There is, Sir,
a difference between the way the Revenue is vaised in
England, and.the way in which it is raised heve. In
‘Great Britain, they raise 8 large inland revenue from
the income tax, while our revenue is derived almost
wholly from the duty imposed upon our imports
The guestion uow before this hon. Committee is not,
properly speaking, one which relates to trade, butitis
closely allied to it. . Itis well known that there is not
,more money in this Island than will barely pay the
business of the country. There may have been too
much trading; but when, by an srrangement of the
Government, the trade of the Colony was disturbed,
a3, doubtless, was the case in the arrangements entered
into by the late Government for the purchase of the
Cunard estates, should not the Government attempt to
do something to remedy the evil? At the present
time, the trade of the country is so carried on, that
merchants, to a considerable extent, de their business
through the Banks. For example,there are a great
many auction sales. A quantity of goods may come
in from Boston, and a large sale takes place. Dealers
make purchases at these sales on a credit of three
mopths, snd their paper goes into the Banks; and if
the Banks cannot give exchange, as amatter of course
the gold is drawn out. I.am well aware that the
‘Government cannot regulate trade; but it is the duty
of the Governmeut, for the time being, to pay some
attention to the position of the_trade of the Colony.
- 'With respect to the remarks made by the hon. member
for Belfast, that the Cangrd estate will be nearly self-
. sustaining, I will only. say that it may be-so; but 1
‘wtill believe that theve will be.a considerable loss upon
‘that purchiase. The Commissioner's Report showed
* an anticipated loss of £30,000, but he now thinks it
-~ sy be no more than £10,000, 1 find wo fault with

' the lste Government for purchasing thatestate. Tam

6 ’ .

glad they 4id so, but, at the same {hne, every gentle-
man engaged in business feels the pressuve occasionsd
by the withdrawal of so much exchange from the
country, Whether the late Government scted wiscly
ar nof, { will not say; but the country feels the effectys
of thefr-avrsigement with respect to (hat purchase. I

. I'believe that the hon. member will agree with me that

the receipts at the Treasury will fall below those of
last vears  bat if, in. pext July, we had £18,000
exchaugé to offor the Bauks, instead of drawing that
amount frem them, it would put guite & different face
on the business of the country, Unless a loan ean be
procured by the Government, ¥ fear the present state
of afliivs will sericusly affect the trade of the Colony.

Mr. BRECKEN.—I do not agree with hon. members
who are iuclined fo atéribuic the present monctary
depressicn solely Lo the purchase of the Cunard Estaté,
No doebt that purchase has cansed a drain of specis
to the extent of the instalments paid, but the amount
was ot such as lo be felt seriously by our mercauntile
commuunily. -The preseat depressed state of the ship-
ping market, the nomber of vessels owned by our
merchants iow lnying in Leondon sud Liverpool. docks,
is, I believe, the chief cause. Could those vessels
have been sold last winter, exchange would not have
been so scarce, and the Banks would huve been able
to afford move accommodation. I admit it was rather
unfortunate that the purchase of that large cstate
shionld have been made at's time when our trade was
not very buovant. We should not forget that theve
are other intorests besides those of the Penants which
require consideration’ at enr hidnds; and desirable as
it is to get rid of the leaschiold tenure in this Istand,
th® ought not_to take place to the prejudice of our
commercial and otber interests. Commercial panics
woceur periodieally, and it appears that no foresight on
the part of business men can prevent them. If any
such mesasuve can be proposed to relieve the present
 depression, I will gladly suppevt it; but, 8ir, I believe
that it is not within the province of politicians to
contral commercial matters. Trade will always ve-
gulate itself, and, like water, find its own level.
‘With respect to the loan that is talked of, I was not
present when the debate commenced, nor am I aware
that any prospects have been held oat of our being
able to obtain one. There is one member of the
Government who, from his connection and acquaini-
ance with capitalists in the Mother Country, can throw
more light on this guestion than perhaps any other
bon. member in this House. I alludg to the Hon,
Attorney General; but I doubt whether he thinks
there is any ¢hance in our present isolated position of
being able te borrow money without an Imperial
gnarahiee, and we know that the Home Gevernment
have set their face against guaranteeing Colounial loans,
The gnarantee that was given the other day for o loan
of £8,000,000, sterling, to assist in building the Inter-
colonial Railway, was owing to the special circum-
stances connected with that nudertaking, and indeed
was one of the conditions of Confederation. That
undertaking is looked upon by the publicmen in Eng-
land pretty much in the light of a great military work
and valuable means of defence. As a commercial an-
dertaking, apart from the question of Confederation,
I doubt whether that guarantee would have been

given.

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL.—Had the hon. and
learned member for Charlottetown been present this
morping he would have heard what I said as to the
prospect of obtaining o loan. I stated that I thought
there was a probability that & loan might be obtained
in the money market of Great Britain by laying the
resources of the Colony befoye the capitalisis in Lon-
don. In Neva Scotiaaloan was obtained at six per

cent. An Imperial guarantes for & loan I do not think
“we ¢sn obiain. .
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My, BRECKEN.—1 expected, My, Chairman, that
ihe Government would kave prepounded some policy
on the subject of a loan. If it is thonght desirable
that we obiain s loan sbroad, it must be remembered
that an agercy would have to be established wherever
that loau was obtained, and thut the prineipal as well
as the interest wounld be payable there.  Itis anfortun-
ate that the purchase of the Cunard Estate should have
taken place a1 a time when trade was go depressed as
it is at prescut, for the withdrawal of the purchase
money for that estate from the Island musk have a
tendency (o inerease the difficuliy. If a loan could be
negotiafed on ressouable terms, I do not see why
members on this side of the House should object to
it; but any money obtained in this way must be em-
ployed in paying for land only.

My, McNEILL.—I merely rise, Mr. Chairman, to
remark upon the extraordinary assertibn made by the
hon. member for Belfast (Mr. Dunean.) He stated
that some of the new members said before the Elee-
iiqu that they could settle the Land Question without
ihe assistance of the Legislalure. He did notmention
names, but insinuated that they were the members
put in by the Tenant League. The hen. meuiber

- seems to think that there is not a goed feeling be-
tween the north and south. Now; Mr. Chairman, the
best course for him to pursue would be to move for
a committee to discuss the subject of the man who
went from the sorth fo the south to raise money for
thgtheague; he no doubt understands black"and
white. . .

Hon. Mr. DUNCAN.—I do not see anything to
answer in what the hon. member has just said. He
doos not deny that a certain gentleman went from the
north to the south to-collect mouney for the League,
and was paid ten shillings per day for his trouble.

Hon, Mr LAIRD --T rise to second the motion of
the Hon. Atiorney General, and in auy remarks which
I may eoffer will endeavor to counfine m}'sy}f to the
subject of the paragraph uuder consideration, The
substance of that paragraph has been very well dis-
cussed with the exception of one clause, that velating
to the future purchase of and payment for proprietary
lands yet upbought. Now, Mr. Chairman, I must,
though a member of the Government, say that I think
the discussion of this subject. premuture at present.
We shonld leuve iv until we have the guestion before
us. But, Sir, it bas been said that trade will regu-
late itself, and so it would, had this Island been
treated properly. It iz allowed that the soil of a
Colony should Le the property of the Colony; but

{hat is not the ease in this Island, and the want of|

these lands will always prove a drain upon our re-

gources. This faet, Sir, is a good pleafor a loan io

eusble ns to buy up these lands and wmake them the

woperty of the Colony. Many reasons are advanced
) E)y different persous to account for the present finan-
cial depression. Sowe attribute it to one thing, some
te another, Some lay much stress upou the dull sale
of slips in England, and of course this has contributed
to it; but the dircet canse is the purchase of the
Cunard Estate and the withdrawal of mwoney from
_the Island to pay for it. I must confess to being
somewhat surprised at the manner in which the hou.
Leader of the Opposition has spoken.of the war which
is expeeted in Burope. He spoke as if he were glad
that war was likely to take place; since it would im-
prove our mouey market.

Hon, LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION.—I did
not, Mv. Chairman, attempt to justify the war, I said
that the war was looming in the distance, that there-
fove the prices of our vessels might be raised, and
perhaps all our dificnlties wiped away in one night.

Won, Mr. LAIRD.—Some remarks were made by
the houn. member for Georgetowwn (Mr. McAulay)
about mouey breeding, aud he appegied to hint that
the idea was new. But, 8ir, money does breed, for
what 15 the use of Banks if it does not? The hon,
member for Belfast (Mr. Duncan) followed, aud tried-
to prove that our Banks were sble to supply the wants
of the Colony. If that gentleman is asound financier,
why do so many of our merchants think differently?
We have only his assertion for what he briugs for-
ward., Were the Government only to employ him as
Financial Secretary, oll their difficnlties would vauish.
But, Mr. Chairman, there is reaily little in the pura-
graph requiring debate. There is nothing binding in
it, sad I will second the motion for its adoption.

Hon. Mr. DUNCAN.—~The last speaker, the hon.
member for Bedeque, has stated that I said our Banks
could sapply the wants of the country. I believe,
Sir, that they have the means and conld do se, if trade
was not against the Colony. The merchants have
imported more goods than. they should bave done,
but is the Government {o fiud exchange for them?
Wil any person {ell mo that money caunot be pro-
cured to buy produce, such as pork, &c., for exporta-
tion from the Island. But, S8ir, £11,220 of the
purchase money of the Cunard Estate, has been drawn
from the people who have boughtthe laud. This would
ordinartiy nave gone into the pockets of the merchants,
and they of course, feel the loss; but they must recol-
lect that some of this money must go in the shape of
Rent. The Government has paid” £18,220 for this He-
tale. besides interest, and of this sum, as I have said,
£11,220 was paid by the people themselves, leaving
£7,000 to be paid directly by the Government, therefore,
this cannot be the great cause of the depression. The
real cause is, in my opinion, the dull szle of ships., If,
however, a loan is desirable, it is not, I contend, goed
policy in the Govermmernit to go to England for it,
when' it can beobtained as cheaply at home. Other
countries do not borrow money abroad when they can
get it at home. If aloan were obiained in England
yau would, I fear, only receive £95 for £100, and have
in addition to pay interest on the £100. I do not ses
how there can be, as the hon. member for Tignish
would have us believe, a loss of £20,000 on the Esiate
in guestion. Suppose that all the land wassold, and
the deposits paid, there could not be more than £22,-
400 of 2 loss.  Bat out of the tweuty per cout. which
hins been paid, fourteen and one-tenth per cent. has
been paid in by the people. We may, theretorve,
veasouably expeet that the Estate will be self-sustain-
ing, when so much has been paid in in the course of
about nine months. If a loan could be obtained in
ngland at four or five per cent., some objeet would

be gained in obtaining it there. :

Mr. P, SINCLAIR.—It appesrs to me, Mr. Chair-
man, that the discussion of this paiagraph has taken
as wide & range as the one of last evening. ' No doubt,
however, theve ave allustons in this clause requirving to
be considered. The hon. the Leader of ihe Opposition
attempled at the beginning of thie debate to show that
the eredit of the Land Porchase Bill was due to the
lute Government. Thiz Tdeny. The eredit of that
Bill is entirely due to the Liberals. Then, 8ié, there
has been much discussion on the subject of a. loan.
The hon. the Attorney General has spoken on this
subjeet, and, as he is & gentleman who is well ac-
quainted with the Banking System of this Island, his
opinion shounld carry much weight. 1 consider that
it is the duty of every member of this Hoase to sup-
port no measure that is calealated to bear injuriously
upon the people of this Island; and wheun the Atior-
ney General has given us liis opinion, that the with.
drgwal of so much money has affected, and will affect
the people, it is our duty to prevent such inconvenience

k1
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if possible. We know very well that the Banks
afford great accommodation to the couniry at large.
When a furmer wishes to purchase flour or gogds at a
time when he caunoct couveniently pay for them, he
gets some friend to join him in 2 note, and by geiting
this nete discounted he obiains money to buy the
articles e regunires, and in this way obtains them at
& chesper rate than if bought oncredit. T, then, this
money is to-be taken out of the Banks, and our cir-
culating medinm lessened so that that accommodation
is curtailed, it must affect us to a very great degree.

If the mouney were to be paid in the Island, no loan

would be reqx_nyed. I consider, Sir, that those hon.

members engaging in au irrelevant discussion, have

nof the itterest of the conntry at heart.

Hon. Mr. DUNCAN.~I de not uuderstand the
argument of the hon. member who has just sat down.
He must remewbar that the money borrowed will
eventually have to be paid in England.

Mr. P. SINCLAIR.—The country may be in a
very different position ten years hisuce. Ifwe can do
aunything io relieve the country now, weo should do it.
The Islahd ten years hence, or whon the principal of
the leau is payable, will be able to look aiter itself.

Hon. Mr. MCAULAY.—There is much in wbat has
been said by the hon. member for New London,
(Mr. Sinelair), but he forgets the faet that if & loan is
obtained iz England, the interest will have to be sent
from the Island anunually, which would not be the
case were n loan obtained here. This is a stren
argument in favor of borrowing the money if require
‘on the Island. If a loah be obtained out of the
country, the capital now here would scek foreign
investment. i

"Hon Mr HOWLAN .1 am sarprised that the hon.
‘member for Belfast, (Mr. Duncan) shounld siate
that the Cunard Estate will be seif-sustuining, when
he must be.aware of the Report that was submitted to
the Council Board. How ¢an he, knowing the nature
of that Report, sssert ihat there will be iiltle or no
1oss on thut Estste? Ile has also {ried to impress us
with the fact that only £7000 will be really taken
from the circulation by the Cunard Bsrate payments,
Lut he must remember that by takivg that sum in
‘gxchapye from the Banks, their cirenlation is really
lessens (0 by three times the amoe’ This with-
drawal of specie takes place atat - when we can-
net afford Lo have any portion v: our cirealating
medinm withdruwn.  As vegards the loss to the coun-
try, aud the purchase of the Canurd Estate, it must
be remembered that there ave lwrye (rasts of that
Estate which will never sell for the price paid by the
Government {ur them.  The Conunissioner of Crown
Lands himself, told me that when he made his yeport
Iie thought that the loss would probably be £30,000.
1 would be sorry to make the loss £30,000 or £10,000,

but I think the facts of the case will bear me out in
saying, that tha estate cannot be seif-sustaining. The
hon. member must bear in mind, that though a large
amonnt has been paid in by the people, the Bunks
have to provide exchange for the whols amount
which has te be remitied.

Hon. Mr. DUNCAN. — I said that £11,220 had
been paid in by the teunnts, and that thevefore, there
would be only £7000 left for the Government to pay.

Hon. 3Mr. HOWLAN —Yes, but the whols £18,000
is drawn off iu exchange. If the amount which had
to be paid were four times greater—say £72,000—
(it would evipple all the

Banks in the Island. This
smaller amonnt then of £18,000, has a proportionate
effect. The hon. moraber gays that thHeve is always
sufficient mouney in the country to purchase our pro-
duee, oats, &o., for export. He must remember that

by the purchase and shipping of this produce, ex-
change is obtained, and there i3 no withdrawsl of
money from the country. _ o

Hon. Mr. DUNCAN.—The Bauks do nob require
to have geld in their vaults, for they can issne thres
times the amount ef their paid up capifal, if the
believe thers will be no drain upon them. I think
bave wade It clear that the Banks nre not discount-
m%f,n?meause the discounts ave not requived for cir-
culation. ‘

. Progress reporied, and House adjourned for one-
our,

AFTERNOON SEBSION. -

Houss again in Committee on consideration of Ade
dress in auswer to His Excellency’s Speech.

Hon, ATTORNEY GENERAL.—Mr. Chairman,
the hon. the Leader of the Opposition moved an ad-
journment of the debate in the forenoom. If any
hon. member desires to speak further to the guestion,
1 do not wish to interfere.

Hon. Mr. DAVIES.—I wish, Me. Chairman, to an-
gwer & charge brought against me, in the course of this
debate about my Confederate views, because I voted
for Dr. Jenkins. I said to Dr. Jenkinsin the Sheriff’s
Ciourt on the day of nomination of Candidates for this
House: *Doctor, if you wish to be returned, you will
have to give up Confederate views; 1 shall nob coun~
tenanee them, neither will the Liberals,” The Doctor
said he could not support such views. But I said,
“Doctor, what we want is men who will oppose Confed-
eration, will you do so if returned?”  Doctor Jenkins
answered ¢ I will,” and knowing bis high seuse of
honor, I felt—and so did the whole commuuity—that
he would keep his word. ~Under these circumstances,
Sir, did 1 vote for that gentlemen, and I think I was.
perfeetly justified in the course I pursued. I did the
same with the gentloman for whom I voted in George-
town, the Hon. 3r. MeAalay. With respeet to the
paragraph in reply ta His Txcelleney’s Speech now
before this Committea, I think, cthat it bon. members
have objections to cifer, they should submit thew in
the furm of & resoluiion.  Sir, it is several years since
[ sat in this House. Fbecamea member of the
Legisluture in 1330, I belonced to the Hscheat party,
and, Sir, 1 am not ashamed to own it I joined the
Liberal party, beeause [ thought that they would press
the just claims of the people. A good deal has been
said about what the elaims of the people were. MNow,
Sir, what was the question? VWhy,one between the pub-
lic and the proprictors? The Land Question is not,
as it has been too successfully promulgated by the
proprictary minions, a guestion between the tenantry .
and their landlords. ‘The Escheat party acted mpon
a different plea.  The Land Question, 8ir, i3 one
between -the public and the proprietors. Before
Responsible Government was granted, it was a question
between the Tpropriziors and the Crowns thgren
fore, it {ollows, thal§# Hscheat had hbeen establish-
ed prior tethe ‘irffroduction of Respensible Gov-
crament, and their lands had been escheated, it
would have reverted to the Crowny but if thelands had
been escheated after the introduction of Respeasible
Government, such would have become the property of
the Colony. This i3 the way they have deceived-the
people of this Island, and the Home (iovernuent too,
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by ieading them to Beliove thab il is a private, instead
a{ ‘& prbfic quesiion. Uhs people wished fo kuow if
the proprietors owued the' land. If they did, tha in-
tention was not to deprive any maun-of proparty he
justly owned; aud, ulso, not to silow eny bedy of men
t0 hold publia propérty they have no right to; and e
gouts,of Hseheat would have afforided an opportunity
for proving this. The proprietors- based their rights
upou eertain grants,or lesses oblained from the Crown,
and if these were good, why, the vourt would bave
confirmed thew, In so far as the proprisfors were
concerned, the nuestion would then have been seb ab
vest, aad the cl.im of eack party would have -stood
or fallen upon its own merits, . If they had a right
to the land, a cours of equity would have established
that right. : o «

Hon. LEADER Oy PHE OPPOSITION.—That
‘would have been a questioz of law, not of equity.

Hoo, Mr. DAVIES.—If they could not show that
they had a proper claim to the land, it wonld not be
right to leave it with them. I say, then, that it was
wrong for the proprietary party to try to lead the
country to believe thata court of cscheat could net be
-established, without a law beiu: passed for that
purpese. But. Sir, what did the Luad Commissioners
say? They said that we could estublish cue, by the
peweré vested 1o us in the ecosstitution of the Colony
undor Hesponsible Government; for, under our consti-
tutten, is transferred to us every seeurity, every right
pertaining to -Britizh subjects; and the same courts
which redress the grizvaoces of Englishmen at London,

- or of Beotchmen at Kdinburgh, are invested, by Her
Grraeious Majesty the Quucn, in her representative, the
Lieatenant Governor.  He can to-morrow open a court
of escheat, il good and sufficient reasoms are put
forward for the purpose; and it was wrong in any
party to eome into this House by the votes of the
peeple, and, when here, to use every possible means in
their pewsr to deceive the people they represented; and
they did deceive them on this question. It was their
duty to have established a eourt of escheat.

Hon. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION.—Wh
did you net establish it, then? ‘ '

Hon. Mr. DAVIES.—Bat instead of doing so, they
threw every possible obstacle in the way of its estabe
lishment, which they could think of. These were the
opinions I entertained in 1850, and I dare the hon. the
Leader of the Opposition to prove that we have not
the power to establish a court of escheat, or to contra-
dict what I have said.

. Houo. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION.—Yes, if
you can get it, and find a precedent.

. Hon. Mr. DAVIES.~I know that the hon. and
learned Leader of the Opposition is very fond of prace-
.dents, and I will give him one. In Lieut. Governor
- Smith’s time, a court of escheat was established; the
~elaims of the Crown for non-complisnce with the oon-
ditions of their lenses or grants, as the proprictors
choese to call them, were ‘brought up befors that
- opurt, and twe Townships were escheated. There
was no appeal from the eourt,—no exception taken to
tho decision which was given. They knew, and koew
it well, that what had been dous was righ. They
- know, 8ir, that Licut. Governor Smith had but done

bis duty. But what did they next do? Why, the
old clique, that bas ever been a bane to this Colony,
united togaiher, and raised & goestion 'about the quit
rents, and, by deceptive influences,; Jed the peopls to
believe that, if' eschént were allowad to be. cgniinned,
the exactions-for quit rent on the. tepabd iu. arreats,
which had to be enforced beford  the Township could
beavraigned bofors that Court; would be yearly exeted.

| Under this impressien, the paﬁgl_éf"gﬁt ‘exasperated

against Licut. Governor Smith, and signed the petitions -
the land agents got. up against him, prayisg fur his
vemoval from the Colony, which aceordingly followed,
fox, in all their efforts in this direstion, I am serry to
aiy that the proprietary party were but too suceessful.
Thus, by their deceptive influences, they induced the
people to petition for his removal, and ju that petition
laid grievous charges agaiost him, . Butb ¢n bis:arrival
in England he demanded an investigation of his conduet

before the Privy Council, and what was the resalt ?.

Why, he was hoporably atquitted, and bis condust ag
an able officer remunerated with a pension of £500
sterling & year. Is not this'a precedent, Mr. Chair-

man ? and if this is not satisfactory, look ab the setile-

ment of the lands in Nova Beotia. They were eschedted.
The question of Responsible Government was brought
forward in 8ir Donald Campbell's time. It was offered
to us then, but the propristary faction saw that it was
a system of government that would work against them.
The terms offered were, that a few officers of the
Crown, who came here more for their own good than
that of this Colony, were to be pensioned off, and pro-
vision was to be made for the officers who were to take
their place under the new sysiem of government.
These were thought to be hard terms,—more than the
Qelony gould bear ; and a commitiea were appointed
by the Assembly to remonsirate, on behalf of the

olony, with the Crown. This was dose. Mr. Rae,
the Chairman of that Cemmittee, ably put forward the
state of the Colony, and plainly lsid down the griev.

ances which we lay under. This can be seen in the

Journals of 1850 or 1851. In the meantime, Sir
Donald Campbell died, aad Sir A. Bannerman suc-
ceeded him as Lieutenant Governor of this Colony. He
repeated the conditions offered by his predecessor,
They were the same. But, said Sir Alexander Buu-
nerman, when you are prepared to aceept this burthen
(mesning the pensions for the officers of the vetiring
(Government, and providing means for the psy of their
suceessors), I am prepared, on the part of the Crown, to
kand over to you for vecovery, .for the bepefit of the
Colony, the arrears of quit renls, the Fishery Reserves,
and all lands licble o forfeiture. ‘These stipulations
were ratified, and embodied in the Civil List Bili,
which is the wriling of our Consifution. Yes, Mr.
Chairman, it was a bargain. These ‘quit Reots, these
Fishery Reserves, and all lands liable to forfeiture,
were sold, yes, Sir, sold, I repeat the word, sold to the
Legislature of this Colony, for the consideration of

eying the Civil List Bill, as 1 have mentioned. And,

ir, 1 would add, I think it was -discraditable to the
Colonial minister to withhold from us the right to
recover the same in s court of eschedt. In private
transactions, such dealings would not be allowed ; and
the only apolegy I can offer for the gentlemen who
have filled this high office, is, that the sdwinistrations
whioh bave followed the introduction of Responsible
Goverament in this Colony, have meglected to put
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these facts fully and truthfully before the Colonial
Minister, These are facts which every hon, member in
4his House is as well acquainted withas Lam. The
party thought they wores making a good bargain, —that
we had an advantage we never bhad before. Now,
allowing that the titles were not good, thése lands
-srould have sll fallen fo the Government, and the
country would bave had the bhenefit of them. It has
been said that the escheators promised the people free
Jgnd, if a court of escheat was established, and that the
wmall freeholders would lose their lands. Now, Ideny
ihat the ¢scheat party ever propounded the ides that
the settlers -wonld get their lands free of cost, or that
the small frecholders would forfeit their estates. It
was the proprietary faction who said that, if & Court of
. escheat were established, the guit rents would be anuu-
ally exacted from the tenants, and that the small free-
‘holders would lose their estates.  These, Sir, were the
~doctrines they preached, and they knew, Mr.. Chaig-
man, when they were preaching them, that they were
preaching fulse doctrine, for they knew that when a
sourt of escheat was established in Nova Scotia, the
first act of that court was to establish every man in
his possessions. I had no reason in the world, Sir, to
grej udice me sgainst the proprietora, further than that
knew they were continually making annual raids upon
the people. and taking money and property from them
that they had no right to. Why, we were oppressed
by them, like as the people of Kngland were, about
the year 700, when the Danes and Normans made
annual raids, sweeping off all the poor man had ! I
thought that, when we would get Responsible Gov-
ernment, the first act of that Government would be to
enquire what their titles were, and if they were bad.
that they would have been forfeited. I knew, sud so
does every hon, member know, that the grants were
nothing but leases, with conditions attached which have
never been fulfilled, and therefore, under Respounsible
_ Government, it became a question between the public
and the proprictor. I thought that that system
© of government wodld have givem wus a oourt ;
that then, if the proprietors had a title, they would
be ocompelled to go to court and prove it;
if they were good, their land would have been
confirmed to them, if not they would lose it ; wnd thus
the question would have forever been set at rest. But
thera were s great many difficulties thrown in the way,
and breught in against i¢, and I think the many
despatches sent bere from different Colonial Ministers
inereased thet difficulty.

Houn. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION.—
$Which of them? .

Horw. Mr. DAVIES. ] mean those who werein
power after we got Responsible Government. I con-
sidered that it was not dealing fairly with us, 1 con-
tended, Sir, and I believe, justly, that she easly
sottlers had s perfaet right to be established in their

ossesions. They were men, Sir, whe endared many

ardships in tho first settling of this Island, sed I
- ulways consider they had a perfeot right to their farms.
They were the sarly pioneors of that presperity to
which, as & Colony, we hees attsined; and I doeon-
sider that they honestly paid for their land by the
great service they rendered the eouniry in the publie
improvements they made in every part of it, and do

7

out of the Legislature. I lost four elections.

conaider that injustice was done ‘to this class of men,
when they did not get theivlande. Well knowing the
people-have been led astrey with respect to eschent, that
they bélieved such & court sould not be established, the
Liberal Government thought that the nexi best mea-
surs would be that of the Land Purchase Bill, sed in
that Bill, there wae s olsvse inserted, meking it imper-
ative to investigate the titles before sstates should be
bought under it, and I geve to.tbat Bill my cordial
support.- From that time to the present, I have been
‘ Where-
ever I 'went [ was fullowed by a flock of Tories from
Charlottetown. They followed me from CUharlotte~
town to Princetown, and from Prince Cousty inte
King’s County I bad, Bir, thirty of them following
my heels wherever I went. . Escheat, religion, and
every thing they could think of were brought up to
prejudice the people against me. Many thought that
the Land Purchase Bill was nota good one. The
proprietary faction denounced it i every stage of its
proceedings.

Hoo. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION.—I
deny the statement. I voted forit. Why, Sir, I was
the first to offer to sell them land under it.

Hon. Mr. DAVIES.—Yes they voted for it when
they found they could hold out so longer sgainst it.
The Land Purchase Bill was the Bill wholly and
eotirely of the Liberal party. The Conservatives sup-
ported it when they feared that any further opposi-
tion wonld injure them in the estimation of the people,
and, thevefore, supported it when they perceived that
further opposition would be useless.

Hon. LEI‘&IJER OF THE OPPOSITION.—
The hon. member should keep coul, and draw a line
between the Loan Bill and the Land Purchase Bill

lion. Mr. DAVIES.—The two Bills are so closely
allied to each other by the coumpeeting link which
unites them, that I consider them as'one. The Land
Purchase Act is inoperative without the Loan Bill
being brought to its aid.

Hon. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION.—Why
did you oppose the purchase of the Cunard Estate?

Hon. Mr. DAVIES.—Because the Government had
wade no provision to pay for it. It cost too much.
With respect to a court of Hschest, I have not yet
given up that question. [ have merely luid it aside
for the present. It may yet be necessury to take it
up. At this time it is unavailable. The people have
been led astray by the proprietary faction on that |
question, and [ ask, is it wrong for a mav to abandon
a course of metion when be finds he can do no good by
pursuing it? [ supported the Land Purchase Bill,
which was brought in by the party to which I now
belong, and of which [ am proud, (applavse) und, Sir,
what were the statements of th'e Imperial Government
respecting that Bill. They said that if the proprietors
would not agree fo vecelve what was & fair compensa-
fion for their claims, thai they would ost have any
more support from Homs. And when we see men
like Lord Selkirk, offering to sell their lands under
that Bill, it is an evidenmce of the favorable opinicn
taken of the Bill by the Home Government. With

respect to the Loan Bill, what did Lord Stanley say?
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He said thet the Imperial Parlinment ought to sgree
4o it, not werely as @ favor, bué as a right, to. indews-
pify us for the ipjustice we had been laid under.
What were the representations ihe Opposition, or
Proprietars party, made sgainst this measure? They
pus forwasd misrepresentations, shewing that the Col-
_ omy was in @« smbarrassed state, in ecatradictionto the
repor: of the Government and in direct opposition to the
acts of ihe case; and they represenied that it would
bave an injurious effect on the smill freeholders, but
“the Iatier party now know betier, snd their Representa-
tives are here to-night to testify to that effect. But what
did the proprietary party do?  Why,they ssid that they
would establish a court of Inquiry—a court of Escheat.
(% Oh,” from the Opposition.) And I ask what was
the Commission as represented by them, but a court
of Encheat? and thai thoy imposed this opinion upon the
Celony, I will make patent before I am done. No
party, Sir, that ever came into power iz t'!ns Island,
rnised the expectations of the tenantry higher than
they did at that time; and, yet I believe, they never
intended to benefit the country by that measure: It
was all deception. I will leave you, Sir, to say
whether it was the good of the people, or their own
gelfish propensities, which induced them to bring in the
Bill to give effect to the decision of the Land Commis~
gioners. That Bill gave to the Comuissioners all the
powers of a court of Escheat, and they published that
the Bill had been sent Home, and that it had been
graciously received by Her Mojesty, when ail the
time, Sir, it bad noi been sent Home at all!  Whoever
beard of the like? whe can trust sucha party after
that? Did ever deception go further? I never ence
thought that they would give the powers contained in
that Bill to any courty aud when from o muny parts
of the couuiry I was chosen by the people to nppear
a8 their delegute befure that court in Charluttetown,
and at 81, Kleanors,the first question I put to them was,

 to ask if they had power to settle the whole gues-

tion. 1 sail 1o the court, thut if the propriciors coald
not substantiste their elaims to the land, thut then @t
should beeowe public property.  And, Sir, it the Jand
had been forfeited, it ought to beewme public property.
The Commisrioners answered the guestion, by sayieg,
if it could be proved that the proprietors had not com-

plied with the couditions of their grants, that then

they had power, with vie dah of their pens, to erase
their ¢luims. Sir, [ could pot bat believe them. 1
did believe them; and believed that justive was going
to be done to us at lust. I never gave the proprictors
eredit for any sinectity, when their friends held out
the prospect of obtaining an equitable arrangement of
this question. It was unrensonable to expect they
would of their own accord let go the power in their
" own hands. It is not in human nature to do so.

Hon. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION.—You
© did well to make the admissioni

Hon. Mr. DAVIES.—I wish to show this Com-
mittee that the coursc [ pursued was perfectly justifi-
able, sud that I am worthy of the confidence and
estecin of the people whom 1 have the honor to repre-
pent. Well, what did the Duke of Newcastle say?
He said that the Cummissioners had no power to settle

anything.  That all the power they bhad, was
simply to enquire inlo the existing grievances, and
recommend 8 mode for gettling them; and the Com-

in power did mot act upon

missioners merély recommended xrmigékasiug t};zglm-
prietors out under the provisious of the Land Purchass
Bill, and said that they thought the iransfer should
be made for two shillings and sixpence sterling per
acre; and I am surprised that the Governmest then
that yecommendation.
And why did they not do so? Beosuse it wasa re-
commendation which did not suit the propristary party
here. But it ought to have besn acted upoa, and
would have been, were they the true frionds of the
people, as was well and ably shown by the Leader of
this Government, Hon. Mr. Coles, at the time. Had
they acted upon that recommendation, all the lands in
the Colony would ere this have been bought up. But
instead of doing that, instead of legislating for the
people whom they represented, they legisiated for the
proprieters, and gave them a statatary title: and
added to all their claims the property of the people,
samely, the Fishery Reserves, which was a property
they pever once laid eclaim to. What absurd legisla~
tion! Bus, Sir, no one knows beiter than the learned
and hon. member, the Leader of the Opposition, that
when a dispute takes place between two parties, and
when they agres to leave it to arbitration, both parties
are ‘bound to abide by the decision which may
be given. But in this case, while the people were
bound to abide by the decision of the Commis-
siuners, the proprietors were not bound at all;
and why were not the proprietors bound down? Be-
cause they wished, that if the recommendation of the
{lommissioners was favorable to the proprietors, that
the tenants should be compelled to abide by it, and on

ihe contrary, that if it was nut favorable to themselves,

they might set it at defianco. Now, I maintain that
when they neglected to bind the proprietors to abide
by the recommendation of the Commissioners, that
they did wrong. Indeed, ‘Sir, their whole conduct
hus disappointed the reasonable expeetstions of the
people, and it is this which has overturned the lato
Government. The rights of the people that ought te
fiave been upheld by them, were suuk, and a Bili to
coufivm the proprietors’ titles, and to bestow upon
thew property they never claimed, was brought in and
carried. Nothing, Sir, could have been more unjust.
'The Legislature of this Island confirmed them inall
théir claims, and more than they ever claimed, when
it passed that Bill. Previous to the passing of that
Bill, the proprietors could not maintain their claim in
any court. Since I was a boy—I ams now uearly grey-
headed—I pever saw a proprietor come into court and
shew that he had a title. 1 have seen squaiters sum-
moned up to court to respond to ithe proprietors, and
they never met them in court. I believe that in Eng-
land, if s man does go into court with a claim, that
he is bound to show his claim, and produce proof if
required. But here, I knew a man to be brought up
to court six times by a proprietor, and. for six times

‘the proprietor did not appear in court against him!

The proprietor eould not prove that he had 85 good a
title as the squatter. Therefore the squatter hasa
better titls than the proprietor, nor can the government
er any other party disdurd him in his possession.

maintain, Sir, that the squaiters bave a better title
than the proprietors. It .is irue the proprictors have
a title now, by virtue of the Bill passed for that
purpose by the late Government, and as a result we
see Sir Samuel Cunard immediately raising his land
to double the price set upon it by the Land Commis-
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sioners. 1 think that no patty will rise up, snd
‘eichew what I bave now eaid. - What did Messvs.

-Cooper, Rae, Masintosh, and others get for advoeat-

fog the just claims of the people? They were honor-

“able men—ihey were patriots! “But they wers men
‘who were reviled and misrepresented, as I have been,
" 'Well, matters ‘came to this, that ali these misrepre-
sentations apd disappointments had so sxaspsrated
the people, that it led to- the formastion of the Tenant
"Unlen organization. ' I have been referred to in con~
uection with that organization. 1In the early rising
‘of that body, Ifelt that they had s pevfect vight to
muke offers to the proprietors. And I tell you, Sir,
that'the Unidn was composed of the very bons and
sinew of Queen’s Couanty. And I contend, Siv, that
the Tenant League or any other body of men, have a
perfect right to tnake overtures to the proprietors, Ne
objection cau be taken to that; aud, Sir; lands were
bought up bv that organization on fair terms.

My, BRECKEN.—Where? .

Hon. Mr. DAVIES.—From Hon. Mr. Haythorne,
and others. They bought that gentleman’s estate.
They were respectable men, and when they came to
this city to tuke a drive, they were not men who were
te be insulted by a proprietary faction’s seuding
eonstables quite unnecessarily to aunoy them. I was
never o member of the Tenant Union, but as soonas 1
understood that in some pavts of the country a few
refractory men contemplaied resistance, 1 published
a letter in the Weekly, theorgan of that party, shew-
ing them that to do so, would just be committin
what the proprietors wished them to do, and warne
them agasinst any unlawful proceedings, But after
the Government made representu... ns that it was
necessary to have the troops brought herve, they
brought up a few of the Leaguers to court for
alleged resistance to the law, but had hard work to
get evidence to convict them,

Tlon. LEADEROF THE OPPOSITION .—The hon.
%namber was Fureman of the Jury that brought in the
il

Hou. My. DAVIES.—A grand jury bears evideunce
for the Crown ouly. The grand jury, thercfore, sent
the whoie case down, in order that {he evidence might
be heard on both sides; and what do -« find? Why,
thint, in osder to punish these men, . verdict of the
jury had to be set aside, and the men indicted were

unished fora’erime of which the jury acquitted them.
I think, when such is the case, that theve is no
liberty for the people—no liberty for the subject;.and
when we see men gentlemen at the bay, who pride
themselves as being so patrviotic and high-minded,
allowing all this to take place before them, andraising
no voice against it, it speaks little for their Jove of
liberty.

Hon. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION.—I say,
Sir, that if the Judges have done wrong, it is the duty
of the houw. member, as a member of the Government,
to have them removed from the bench,

Hon. Mr. DAVIES.—I did not say that the Judges
had done wrong; I mervely repeated what I bad heard
and read in the public mewspapers; and will, Mr.
Chairmau, hon. members on the other side of this
House deny this statement? hwhen the Government
undertook to purchase the Caunwd state, it was their
duty to have made some provision for the payment.
1 think I saw in'some paper « statement to the efiect
thatthe Banksrepresented that they conld meet all these
paymenis as-they became due, without inconvenience.
I believe such & statement was made, and that the Gov-
ernment would net have effected the purchase unless
they had such expeciations. But we know the situa-

thon of the Banks, that, under their constitulion, they
can uob afford the sccommedation reqguired, because
it bhas been and is as much as the Bauks can do to
afford merchants the ordinary requirements for ramit-
tances to Britaing and it iz evident to every man
acguainted with the trade of the Colony,ihat the Banks
cannot now meef the payment on exchange in Eng-
Iand witheut draining the specie from their vanlta, nﬁ:
doing 8o, the community wonld suffer, becanse the
exchange they require will be absorbed by Govern-
ment, and the distress which we already feel will be
feaviully augmented when the second and third pay-
ments-are made. [ therefore blame the late Govérn-
ment for eantering into a purchase before providin

means to pay it—without distracting the trade o

the Colony. 8ir, they bave left us this difficulty to
contend with, without allowing time to make the
necessary arvangement for overcoming ihis want of
staiesmanship, by obiaining money in the Dritish
market to meet it. While trade is flourishing, it is all
very well, but wheu a reverse comes around, and the
Bauks caunot give the facilities required, it is different ;
and where is the gentleman in busivess, who is not

aware of this? I am apprehensive that, when the time

for the next payment to be made on the estate comes
on, a great difficulty will be experienced, unless some
@wmedy is provided. When the late Government
made the first payment, where did they go for money?
They went to the Banks. 'I'he Bauks do not create
exchange or bring gold into the market; that is the
wmerchants’ avocation, who employ our laber in various
wavs, in construciing ships, in fishing, &ec., &e.; and
by exporting these cffects abroad, they (the merchants)
then give the Banks exchange on their brokers for the
proceeds of theiy shipments. It is true the wmerchant
cannot go on without aid from the Banks,—one assists
the other; it therefove follows it the Governinent
drain the Baunks of gold, that they eannot afforvd the
accommodation trade requires, then it beeoes
paralyzed. This is what we are- yapidly approaching
to, and if the Government eanuot ¢tfeet eredit in Lon-
don, to draw ou in pavment fovr the sams falling due
on the Cunard estate, I think the Banks will either
have to stop specie pavment or shut ap for & time,
which will' not ouly entail ruin on tho trader,
but eveninally fall as heavily on fhe agricalturval
elasses T ecannot aceount for genilomen, possessing
the ability the late (rovernment were acknowledged to
possess, entering at all into  this arrangewmont,
uniess it was that they expected the paywment of this

-debt would be an inducement for us to go intv Conted-

eration, as we might be ecunbled to -meet this
difficulty ont of the v<min they expected the Canadizusg
would give us for vielding up our liberty. A desper
laid scheme could not have been devised. (llear,
bear.) You may say hear, hear; but many who hear
me know it was so. My houn. colleague has #aid that
this state of affairs has been brought en by overtrading.
I eannot agree with bim  The stock now in this Island
is not one-sixth more than it was last year; nor does
the full in the price of shipping apply to this Island
with any force. It applies with more force to those
ships sent from St. John and Quebec., The people of
England onght fo be proud of. these Colonies, when
they look at such eplendid ships as arve sent from New
Branswick and Quebee. They arve classed for seven
years, when they should be classed for twelve, They
are equal to ships built of English oak, being built of
material that will not take the dry rot. Now, I wish
to show that the cause of the low price of these splen-
did ships sent home from the sister Provinces, is
that there are more of them in the markeét than wre
required; thiz is the reason why their price is so
much depressed. The ships we build range from 100
to 300 tons, and as but few so small ave sent to market
from other parts,—the requirements being greater, our
vessels have not fallen egually low in price with those
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of 8t. John sud Quebes. . These vessels range from 300

- to 2,000 tons register. There'are but thirly or forty
Island vessels unsold in the English market. 1is the
withdrawal of the money fron’ gmglcorargy‘mm tnakes
the pressuré. ' Ido not meéan to thiow any blame op
thie Banks; 1 know better. They musi respect the
rights of their shareholders. If the Banks have not got
bills of exchange, they must pay out the gold; and, if
means are not obtained before the first of July, the
Banks will have to close. Their object was to drive us
“into Confederation. They thoughtit would release us
from fhese diffculiies, and that the mouney we would
get out of Confederation would pay for the Cunard
estate. They were willing to sell cuy rights for the
self-interests of w few. - But before closing, My, Chaip-
man, I would observe there is a very interesting tale
being published at London. It comes out in the peri-
odieals, and is called ¢ Birds of Pray."” -If the author
were us well acguainted with the transactions of some
of the proprictary party o<’ am, snd would introduce
one of them into his work, 16 would render his name
immortal. o

Mr. BRECKEN.—We have listened io a lengthy
speech from & member of her Majesty’s Government,
in which he has ignored the views of his colleagues.
1 thought, Mr. Chairman, it was the duty of a memper

of the Government to declare its policy; "but inst®d

of this, Sir, he has treated us ficoi to a biography of
himeelf, and then to a history of escheat, quit rents,
aund kindred subjects. He told us how he advocated
escheat, becguse his heart felt for the wrongs of the
tenantry ; but the people, he said, would ot listen to
him. You will excuse me, Mr. Chairman, for goin
buck tv this old question, but as it has been Introdued.
iuto this debate, I will briefly vefer to two or three
poinis counected i ewith, T admit, with the hon.
mewber for Bedeque, in the course of some of his
rewmarks the other day,that the virgin soil of a country,
of right, belongs te the people who cowmpose its popu-
failen  Bui, Siv, the granting away of the lands of
this Colony was the fuuls of George I1L; and, as they
have since frequently changed bands, the claims of the
- proprietors have become confirmed. | The Crown, not-
withstanding the original grants were fbr(eiteé, by
ellowing time to lapse without re-entering upon its
vighte, gradually incressed the difficulty of effecting
au escheat It stands o reason, that this shonld be
. the case. If [ allow a person to hold a property on
certain conditions, some of which are unot fulfilled,
and 1 see it change hands withont interfering, it must
be supposed that I assent to the principle of his right
to dispose of that property. Ig it not & fact, also,
that the governwent derived revenses from the lands
of this Colony through the proprietors? Why was
this? Was it net that they recognized them as the
owners of the land? Y am really sorry that the Goy-
ernment have one among them who ventares to rise
on the floor of this Houss, and propound such extra-
ordinary views. I do not say tﬁat the hon. member
is dishonest; butl I look upon him as laboring under
a4 delusion. If the proprietora are not the owners of
the lands which they claim, upon what principle was
money paid by the party te which that hon. gentleman
belongs for the Worrell Estate? I believe that he had
& seat in this Hounse when that purchase was effected ;
why, then, in the name of common sense, did he allow
the government which he supported, to put their
bands into the public chest and pay some £25,000 for
that estate, if the parties from whom they purchased
i¢ bed net the shadow of a title to the land?

Hon. Mr. DAVIES, —Half a loaf iz botter than
‘Bone.

Mr, BRECKEN.~True, Mr. Chairman, balf a loaf
& better than none; but that was giviug them the
whole loaf. However, in eicher ease, whother we

pay for the half or the whole, the claim is recognized,
aud. it is folly to continue talkiug of escheat. Buat,
Bir, the hon,membey, while giving ud his Biogrgp’lg,
ontitted an interesting little pisce of his history. THe
did not inform wus how it was that he came into this
House when he formerly had she houot to represent
the constituency of Belfast. I bellevé he was borne
in on the shonlders of the Conservatives; bus shortly
afterwards,when the Libevals celebrated their tritmph
he way found among their ranks. 8till, this is the
hon. gentleman who constitutes himself the cusios
morum of this House, snd comes forward heve fo-day
to lecture us on political morality. The Conservative
Governmont—that base administration which he de-
nounces . with guch vehemence-—sold the gountry, he
says, by the Land Commission. That Commission,
he affirms, was & court of inguiry. For my part,
-1 always understood it was a cours for adjusting the
diffculties between landlord sud tenant, and not to
consider the case between the proprictors and the
Crowa. Who appoiuted these Commissioners? There
were three parties concerned-—the tenantry had their
Commissioner, as well as the proprietors and the
Imperial Government. The proprietors chose Hon,
Mvr. Ritchie, of Halifax, and the Imperial Government
Hou. Mr. Gray, of New Braunswick. But whom did
the Conservatives chooss as Commissioner on behslf
of the tenantry? They nominated & more Iiberal and
illustrous person than the hon. member for Belfast
will ever be, namely, the Hon. Joseph Howse, of Nova
Scotia. That is the sum and substance of what the
Conservalives did for the Land Commission. They
appointed the man of the poople to guard the intevests

&1lof the tenantry, and will the hon. member deny the

fact? »
Hou, Mr. DAVIES.—He was deceived.

Mr. BRBECKEN.—~I befieve he did not deceive as
many as did the hon. member himself on one oecasion;
and as to being deceived, I call for proof of the insin-
uation. Nor was the Hon. Mr. Howe the only friend
the people had at the Commissioners’ Court. Did no
the Government of the day obtain the services of Mr.
Thompson, -of New Brunswick, a8 counsal for the
tenauntry,—ayoung gentlemen of education and ability,
whom I recommended to their notice? Yes, Mr,
Chairman; and this gentleman appeared before that
court, and boldiy and ably advocated the rights of the
people, And more than that, parties of all slindes of

litics and opinions were allowed to come before . e
omimissioners’ Court and make their statements,

-without giving them on oath. Every species of repre-

sentation respecting the grievances and hardships of
the tenantry was made there; and I believe the hon.

member himself also delivered a speech in presence of
the Court At he time of the French reveluntion, it
used to be said: ¢ O, Liberty ! what erimes are prac.
tised in thy name?”’ and wore it not making s too fiee
comparison, I might say, how much buncombe ig
practised under the name of P. B. Island Liberalism]
The Counservatives, we have been told, are everything
that is bad and deceptive. Ewen when the people
endeavored to get the arbitration clnuse of the Award
carried into effect, and did not succeed, the ery was
raised that the proprietors and the Tories had thrown
obstacles in the way. The proprietors, it is true, raised
an objection to the arbitration clause, on the ground
that the Commissioners had no sutherity to delegats
their powers to others; and I believe the objection
had some force,for it is based ona principle recognized
in all arbitvations; but the Conservative party of this
Island were innocent of throwing any ebstacle in the
way of the confirmation of thaé clsuse. 8o much fop
the Land Commission; now for the Tenant Leagne.
I understood the hon. member to say that this associ
ation starled on a right principle; but thatafterwards
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it departed from the paths of rectitude. Buf, 8ir, I
beliave that the contrary is the fact,—that the Tenant
Unlon was at first based on the principle of resistance
to the payment of renis, and that afterwards it
rengunced it and modified its constitution. Perbaps
this hon, gentleman; who is sworn to suppori the laws,
will inform this hon. committee whether the Union
was working on an illegal principle or not, when he
subscribed to its funds. I is easy fo dvaw nice dis-
tinctions about moral snd k?hytiea.l 1¢sistancs ) but
when an sssociation of that kiid, with a large propor-
tion of not very serupulous members, geéis under way,
where is it to stop? Notwithstanding that he has
told us that he warned the Leaguers they were going

too far, and cautioned them to beware of violating the ,

inws, I beliove he sympathized with their association
when it was illegal, and sympathized with it to the
end; in short, that he owes his seat in this House
10 _tfm’. use he mads of that yoﬁtic&i horse. 8ir, I
believe, as I remarked last night, that le rode the
Tenant Union borse to the very door of this Legislative
hall, and then turned him adrift. The hon. member
lizs endeavored to maké it appear that, after all; there
was scarcely such a thing s resistance to the officers of
Her Majesty’s Supreme Court. Ican tell that hon. gen-
tleman that I have bad wriis in my own hands, which,
had notbing to do with vent, that I could not get the
Sheriff to execute. That officer informed me that he
vould not undertake the duty unless a body of some
twenty or thirty men were placed a{ his disposal. I
have, Sir, often gone home from my professional duties,
humiliated with the thought that in this, my native
Colony, society was in such a state that Her Majesty’s
laws could not be carried out without the interven-
tion of a stronger power than the ordinary officers of
justice. We have been told that ihe late Government
‘should have called into requisitiv:: the civil force of
the Colony,~should bave armed man against man, and
brother against brother, before they sent for the {roops.
Supposing they had done so, what would have béen the
conseqiience? The men sworn in to do duty for their
Queen would have been marched forth with the Sheriff;
" armed to execate the writs of the Court; the tin trom-
pets-—~those trumpets which have no doubt been musie
to the hon. mewmber’s ears, and should be taken néw
and hung sround his neck—(applanse)—would have
been scunded, and neighbor have rushed to spill
neighbour’s blood.  But Britich troops are cauntious,
and being under strict discipline,would commnit no
act of violence nuless it was upavoldable, Neither
would {uey be deterred from doing i huir duty by any
fenr of offending or injuring a neighbor. Uuder all
the circumstances, then, I hold that the late Govern-
ment pursued & wise couvse io calling in the aid of the
militayry, for afler they came there was an end {o the
Leagune, True, we had to build the barracks; but
would the hon. member deny shelter to Her Majesty’s
troops? IIad they not been brought here, I believe
blood would have been shed before the Leaguers
would have desisted i their mad resistance; and once
stationed in the Colony, the {roops must be provided
with comforinble sceommodation, Buf the outlay for,
the barracks will not prove a loss, for do not the troops
spend amongst us annually some £6000 of that money
which we so much reqnire? At a particnlar time,
about & year sgo, when & snbject was agitaling the
puablic mind, of mor¢ concern fo us than even-the
jand question--one, Sir, that came home to our
hearths and’ our homes, namely, the Fenian raids—
this kon. meinber, who how complains so londly of the
action of ihe lato Adwministration in seeking the iuter-
vention of the military to guell the Tenant Union dis-
{urbances, said {o me in the course of a conversation
that I had with bim, that he was gratefal to the Gov-
ernment for bringing the iroops heve.

N Hon. Mr. DAVIES.~I am glad that the trcops nre’
cre. A '

Mr. BRECEEN —Very good, Mr Chaliman, sod X
hope he will. use bis infuence as & member of the Gov-
ernment {0 retain thens heve. Bat there is apotherin- -
tervesting point in bis hisiory which the hon. member
did nos give. - He has vindionied the tensntry,and de-
nounnesd the late Goverument, the Bapreme Court, and
all coucerned, for be‘iagé' g0 harsh with the Tenant
League prisoners; and, Bir, this same hon. geatleman
who speaks in this strain, was foreman of the Grand.
Jury which presented to ths Court a troe bill againsi
those men—a bill which declared thet with evil
intent, malice aforethought, and dear knows whal
all, they hiad broken the law. .

Hon. Mr. DAVIES.—What
Judge’s charga? ] ‘ o

Myr. BRECEEN.—I am not prepared fo enter inte
the merits of the case; bat, Sir, I consider it very un-
fair for an hon. gentleman,; onc of His Excellency’s
responsible advisers, to vise up in this House and in-

was the nature of ihe

-sinuate that the fountains of justice are impure,—that

the men whe occupy the Bench of this Coloany, sud
who are sworn to administer justice, have failed to
discharge their daty. He would not venturs {o state
that the Court sald so and so; but simply that he had ~

heard that such and such was the natuare of the state-

ments. If he believed what he heard, he ought to
have instituted a charge against the Judges. Tt would
be easy for him to have %ined access to the records of
the Court, and satisfied bimself whether the seutances
were as veported to him. This was the course for the
hou. member to pursue, instead of bringing up the
matier here; and, Sir, as he is now a member of Her
Majesty’s Executive Council, I trust hé will not allow
the case to vest with his remarks before this hon. Com- -
mittee, but that he will have it investigated to the
very-bottom. Asrvegards the financial question, and
the censure he passed unpou the late Government for

purchasing the Cunard estates, I may say that that

purchuss involved & loss to myself persoually of per-
haps wearly £100 a year in a business wgy—-1nore, pro-
bably, than the hon. member ever pealized from bis
advoecacy of the cause of the tenantry—and also thag
in that purchase the interests of my constituents were
not regarded. But, Siv, it is not right to be too selfish
in considering the expediency of a public question—
it is the duty of an enlightened legislator to look to
the gencral geod. The price paid for the Canard es-
tate may have been higher than the people could have
wished; but notwithstanding the censuve that bas
beeu cast upon the laie Government for this puvchase,
it is & satisfaction for me to kunow that the average
price paid by themn for lauds is 1s. 2d. less than that
paid by the Liberal Government for the Worrell es-
sate.  The Conservatives bought the Cunard estate on
the best terms they could obiaing aud 1 believe the
people on that estate ure satisfled with the purchase.
But we heard nothing from the last speaker as to what
his party is prepared to do in the future. The Bulli-
van ostate, I understand, is in the market; is is to be-
purchased-or is i to be escheated? Lot us’have some-
thing tangible before this Cowmmittee, and not the
nonsgnuse 10 which we have listewed from the hoan.
mewmber for Belfast (Mr Davies).

Hon, ATTORNEY GENERAL.~"The discossion on
this paragraph has, Mr, Chairman, embraced nearly
every guestion beforé the Legislature for many years
past.  We have heard a very lengthy address from my
hon. friend, the wmember for Belfast.  Althongh I do
not agres with him ju many points that he has gmughz
forward, vet I cannot think that his speech called for
such severe eondemuasation from the hon. momber for
Charlottetown. The object of the hen. member was, I
think, simply io explain the reusons thnt haveinduced
him to act as he has in the matter of the land guestion.

8
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He sxplained that he was formerly one
who beld extreme views, and tbat he )
to the uimosi.  The reason thet be mow sal in the
. Government shidisupported the Land Puorchase Bill,

was that he wished to do cvegghiug—inxhis,_pewet for
the good of the country, and therefore, finding that his

of un old party,

former ideas did not meet with general acteptance, he)

had abaudoned theo; aud was prepared to suppoxt the
nest best messure for.the conntry. This was what I
understood oy hon, friend to mean. Had I thought he
wis advocating gny other courss, I would have looked
gpon “him 38 rather ‘an inconsistent member of the
Government.  As I understand him, be has professed
himself willing to forward and carry out the Land
Puarchase Bill, in order to settle the question. He
considers that, when a court of escheat was demanded
in 1880-33, it was unjust that it shonld have been
vefused, bat now, ds u¥~ escheat cannot be carried out,
the next best ménsure for lhe tenantry’ should be
sdopted.  Althotigh ‘my hon. friend has entertained
extreme vigwe, he 1 in his heart a firme_ friend of the
tenant ; and iuc!ijaln% his opinions and prineciples, I
am willing to sit with him in the Government. I
cannot ses the aa_,v;imge of bringing befere this hon.
Commitiep the fact that such and such persons said
such snd such things. T think that, when sitiiog in s

Legisiniive Assumdly; our great sbject should be, not|y¢

s0 much to find fuilt with the acts of our predeces-
soi's, 88 to0 work for the good of the-country. I think
that the parties i this Island are couverging to this

toih.i;‘ thiat they dre all willing to carry out the Land|,
0]

ur¢hase Bill a§ the most practicable measure to
benefit the tenantry.  We should not, then, differ upon
this paragraph, buf should agree in saying that weare
williyg (o buy np'tlie proprietors’ lands, if they are
willing to sell en redsouable terms.  In pnmhasigg the
Cunard estate, the Conservatives merely followed the
solicy of the Liberals. ' I myself favored that purchase
ast Nession, and still'approve of its ha_,vlng been'made,
even . ander the eéircumstances. I look upon the
evident desire of tho tenants on that estate to purchase
their farms, as an index to the opinions of the tenants
in othor parts of the Island. It may perhaps be said
that the hon. member for Belfast (Mr. Davies) has
brought ug these matters; but it must be borne in
mingd that he has 1ot been a member of this House for
gowie time, and that' he therefore wishes to explain
what bhas led him to'take that view of the land ques-
tion whieh he does at present. As regards & loan,

1 eonsider it desirable, if it can be obtsined on fair and |

equitable terms; but I do not expect an Imperial
guarantge. We' wi!!'}n*obabiy have to raise the money
on our own yésponsibility, and, of ecourse, will not
attenipt to do so until we fnd that there is a reason-
able prospect of success. Since we will have so much
money te pay during the sumroer, it is the duty of the
Government to provide a leun, if possible, to meet
those payments.

Hon. My. DUNCAN.—I would like to ask the hon.
Attorney (eneral at what per-centage meney could
have been obtalned in England last summoer, when the
Bank rate was ten per cent.?

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL,—That, Mr. Chair-

man, is 8 curious queation, for 1 cannot sea how the/

rate of last summer can influence the money market
now._Lmay say, however, that bends bearing 3 per
cont, intersst sold Inst year at 92 and 93, The fact that
the Bank rate is ten per cens. is uo criterion as to the
sale of bonds—for ten per cent. is merely the rate they
weked for short loans.  When numbers of mercantile
honges are failing, 83 was the case last summer, fow
capitalists are willing to lend money on their security,
but the price of the bonds of any countiy varies little
on that account. I cannot say at what rate money can

now be obtained iu London (that matter must be made

the subject of enguiry); but L am unable io see why

sapported then

‘to meet this matier—
'money to some future periocd-—that a crisi

capiialists shouid be aimid of investing meney in the .

bouds of this [sland, as ihey must ceriainly be more
ready to E;gsbm the securities of a oountry where the
revenue bas b 8, §

one in whichthe e iture bas been in excess of the
revenae. ' I thinka _
‘st 6 per cent., with perha;?s‘ 2 or 3 per cent. discount
in eelling the bouds, and if so, it would bevery advan-
tageous to the sland. It may seem smntgathat ‘the
pss{ment of these sumns of money—smounting in all to
ounly about £20,000 stg.—should affect the whole com-
munity sod eripple our trade; but it must be remem-

of the capital of the Island. Irres)
bias, I aw of opinion, unless soms ]

fo postpone the payment of this
, s of great
financinl depression throughout the Island will be the

ve of politieal

bered that this ,maneﬁipresonh a veg lsrge porition.
thing

heen in excess of the expendiisre, than of
a0 could be obtained in England

can he done

result. This matter reguires the serious consideration

of the House. If not) C
will, perbaps before another Bedsion, pass through 2

more sorious financial trial than ever fell fo the lot of

the Colony. »

Hon. Mr., DUNCAN.—There #s, I undersiand, &
considerable sum of money now in deposit in our
Banks; waiting for investment in Treasury Warrants,

buy in London bonds of this Island bearing 6 per
sent. interest, and buy them, too, at & depreciation-—
aag at 98-would they not withdraw their money and
take gold or exchange from

bends? Then, why not sell the bonds here at 6 per
cent., and save expense! .

the parties owning this money knew that they could

ng be done to prevent it, we

a8

the Banks to buy these

 Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL.—The Hon. mem-
ber forgets to calculate what it would cost our capi- -

talists to forward their money to London in order to

purchase bonds. They would first have to pay one-
and-a-balf per cenli preminm for drafts at 60 days’

sight; they would then lose sixty days’ interest om

theso drafts, which is equal to one per cont, and would
have to pay a cemmission to some person in London
to negotiate the purchase,which commission, with the
loss of interest, while the draft was going to England,
would make about one-and-a-half per cent more. It
would thus cost them four per eent to place their
money in Londen, and even if they could buy our

‘bonds at 97 they would really have to pay £101 for

£100.

Hon. Mr. DUNCAN,—This may be true, but the
hon. member ‘must vecollect that when the prinecipal
money or interest of the loan were paid in London
they could then sell their drafts here at a correspond-
ing preminm. If these parties drew gold from the
Banks they would not have to pay the preminm on
exchange. ~ .

" Mr. G. SINCLAIR.~I endorse the opinions of the
Hon. Atterney General, regarding this discussion.
1donot think it necessary for each party to bring
forward the actions of the other as a means of justify-
ing themselves. -It was the eustom of the present
Opposition, when in power, to excuse themselves for
many of their wrong deeds by attempting to prove
that the Liberals had acted in the same manner; but
we, Mr. Chairman, shounld not follow in their footsteps.
As regards the paragraph, there is, I think, nothin
in it to call forth such s waudering discussion.. 1t
mevely says that we are plessed to observe the desive
on the part of the tenants o purchase the fee simple
of their farms, and are willing to extend the oper-
ation of the Land Purchase Bill. Much information
has been given regarding the desirability of a Ioan. I
do not pretend to be an suthority npon commercial
matters, and have therefore listened to the opinions of
‘other members on the subject, I must, howevar, say
that it is our duty o devise some means to relieve the
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] miéﬁi:ﬂaanciﬁl embarrassment ‘of the country by{ks_x
osn, if wé ean oblain one. Aw this iv'a matier of op-

mul:ali‘! ‘however, 1t is well to briug & forwazd for dis-

cussion. o , :

- Mr, HOWATT.—Mr Chairman, s regards the man-
nor in which this debate is conducted, I certaiuly
oo {0 a very grest extent with the hon. member for
ow London (Mr Siselair).’ The main quéstion now
before. this Committee appears to me to be the hest
meabsiof raising the money required for the purchaseof
proptietora’estates. - Theduty of the Government is, i
my opinion to make every euquiry before taking any
active steps in the matier of & loan, and when the ne-
cespary information has been obtained, and the most
feasible and. profitable course ascerfained, all -parties
will, I consider, be willing to do their utmost to for-
the measuve, - But, Bir, while I am perfectly
willing to support and forward the working of the
Land Purchase Bill, there is a possibility that i¢ may
not operate fairly over the whole Island. In some
parts of the country much land bas been bought under
this Bill, while in other parts very little has been pur-
ghased. Unless then i be 3 “
all ‘parts of the Island, something in addition to that
Bill is clearly necessary. I would favor the passing
of an Act somewhat similar in its working to the Fif-
- teen Years Purchase Bill, and compulsory on all the
Froprietors throughout the Island. Of course the
smount to be paid for the land would have to be set-
tled by the Legislature. - This course would, in my
opinion, be the most equitable one to pursue. Ifa
loan is obtained the money must be applied exclusive-
1y te purchasing land. - o F .

Mr. PROWSE.—Regarding the discussion on the
paragraph now: before this hon. Commitiee, I agree
with much that bas been said by the hon. members fov
New London and Tryon. Bat, Sir, when members of
the, Government go back 80 or 40 years, to_the times
ofescheat, and introduce matters that are things of the
%ast, they cannot complain when mewmbers of the

pposition reply in & somewhat similar manner. Let
ihe members on the opposite side of the House wait,
for a time at Jeaat, before charging us with insincerity.
To the guestion which party has, during the last 16
years, done most to benefit the tenantry, there can, I
think, be only one answer. Did the Conservatives
offer any factious opposition to the Land Purchase Bill
wheun it was brought forward by the Liberal Govern-
© ment? Was not the purchase of the Selkirk estate
quite s satisfactory to the couniry as that of the Wor-
vell property? Each party has held the reins of power
for8years,andtheConservativeshave bought four times
asmuchland as the Liberals. From the remarksof some
. waembers. of tho Government during the discussion
yestorday, I was led to believe that they cared littleor
nothing for the oginlrms of the Home Government on
matiers: in {his Jeland. When they condemned the
Clonservatives for having delayed the Blection in order
{o ascertain those opinions, they insinuated this.
They now, however, acknewlsdge thatobjections were
made by the Home Government to the establishment
of a ¢ourt of escheat, and that, therefore, that court
was not established. Xf, Sir, the pressure brought to
bess by the Imperial Government was 8o sirong in one
case, might it not be so in another? Reference has
been made to the action of the late Govérniment in the
matter of the Land Commission. I think, 8ir, that if
any. one et can prove their sincerity, the course they
pursned in that matier will do so. To show that
they were not actuated by party feelings, I may men-
tion that the 'E‘resenf. Attorney General was employed
to assist Mr. Thompson,—the claims of the hon. mer-
ber for Charlottetown (Br. Brecken), who was a
sufpamr of the Government and a talented lawyer,
being overlooked. The ststement which has been

gave pecunia
v,wanif have tﬁ; {
(did so, that association was a thoroughly legsl ono.

en il can be made work fairly for

made—that the Conservalives never iniended to benefit
the tenanis by the Land Commission—is very strong,
for I cousider thut, but for the opposition of the
present Government parvty to the Award, better terms
would have been obtiained. . The hon. member for
Belfagt (Mr. Davies) dogs not deny the fact that he
support to the Tenant League, bub
hon. Committes believe that, when ke

To show thishon. Commiliee bow much truth thereis
in thaf statement, I willread tho pledge of the Lesgus,
as adopted al the meeting held in Charlottetown, after
which time the hon. member subscribed to is funds: .

< Resolved, That we the tensntry of -~ individnally
and collectively, virtually and solemnly pledge our honour
and fidelity to each other; to withhold the furtber lgulda-
tion of rent ard arrears of rent, and thus volantarily enrol
ourrespective names as 4 tenant organization, to resist
the distrain, coercion, ejection, selzure, and sale for rent
and arrears of ven$, until 3 compromise be effected in
conformity with resclutions proposed and carried by the
meetings In Lots 48, 49; snd 50, and further understcod-

thut cach signature bereto annexed bear & proportionsl

share of expenses in connection with this orgapization.”
If, Mr. Chairman, the organizaiion, when it passed
that resolution, was not illegal, at what period did it
become so? Xt was never, Sir, more illegal than al
that time; and if the hon. member was justified in
supporting it then, he would have been duite 8o in
supporting it in all its actions.

Hon. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION.—I have
taken lengthy notes of this discussion, aud especially of
the speech of the hon. member for Belfast (Mr. Davies);
but my friend, ibe hon. member for the city, having
answered {Hat gentleman a0 satisfactorily, I will reserve
my votes, and the authorities I intended to quote, for
some future oceasion. If, Sir, you were entirely ignorant

 of the Land Question, the debate of to-day would have

given you a very fair epitome of it. In 1855-56, the
Liberal Government opposed escheat. Mr. Cooper—
the apostle of escheat, as he used to be called—-had
some years before left the lsland, and emigrated to
California. He returned in 1855, and, expecting to
find the country in the same state as he left it, again
mounted his hobby (escheat), and in the Session of that
year, we had many discussions on the subject. The
present Colonial Secretary showéd that the only way to
gettle the guestion was noil by eoercing the proprietors,
but by moderate measures and equitable arrangements
between man and man, In 1856, we had a speech
from the throne to that effect. I must say that I at
first thought that the hon. member for Belfast was
foreshadowing the policy of the new Government, but
the explanation of the hon. Attorney Gieneral shows
that he has merely been reading his recantation. He
has been bitien by escheatf, but is now going to bury
it, and the hon, Attorney General has informed us that
he would not otherwise sit with him in the Govern-
ment. We must recollest, Mr, Chairman, that this is
St. George’s Day, and also the anniversary of the
introduction of Responsible Government, and that,
therefore, luige allowance should be made for the
son, member.

The paragraph was then unanimously sgreed to.

Education Paragraph.

The adoption of the fifth paragraph of the Address
was then moved by the Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL.
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Hoa. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION .1 hope,
Bir. Chairwan, that the how. Attorney General will
foreshadow the policy of the Governwent on this most
important quesiion i e kx
ouz children are proper? educated, they will be able to
judge for themselves and form correct opinions on the
lund question and other imporiant matters, which it is

most desirable that they sbould thoroughly understand, |

and they will then be less influenced by political
demagogues. I certainly expected that some members
in the Government would have given us an inkling, at
least, of the policy which they intend pursuing in tbe
matter of Education. Do they purpose raising the
tesohers’ sularies, and paying them entirely out of the
Treasury? and ifso; how are they going to raise the
mongy? The Government may, perhaps, be excused if
they allow this matter to stand over for a few deys,as the
father of ¥ree Hducation, our present Colonial Besre-
tary, canno, aceording fo our Statutes, take his seat
immedistely, although we know thas he bas beaten the
foremosnt man of the Tenant League, by sn immense
majority. - , i

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL.~—I would, M,
Chairman,. judging from the debate we have just had
on the land question, be unwilling to awaken any dis-
sussion oo the psragraph now before this hon. Com-
mittes. 1 hope that my hon. friend, the Leader of the
Government, will be in his place on the floor of this
House when the Education question comes regularly
up for discussion. I may, however, say that it is the
intention of the Governwment to make the Education
laws more extensively useful. The hon. leader of the
Opposition has said that, if the people are properly
educated, they will be less liable to be influenced by
political demagogues. Now, 8ir, if the Liberal party,
as the Counservatives would have us believe, belong to
that class, they wust ackoowledge that we show a great
amount of forbearance in helping forward the cause of
Kducation. As every true lover of his country should

be willing and anxious to forward a measure such as

this, I do not anticipate that there will be any great
disngreement among the members of this hon. Commit-
tee upon the subject, or that we will be compelled to
travel over ground similar to that gone over in the
previous debate. We will, I trust, agree that, as
Education is so great a boon to the country, it iy right
and proper to make the system, if possible, more exten-
sively useful, and to help the school-master so fur as
lies 1o our power. :

Mr. BRECKEN.—1 agres with the remarks of the
Hon. Attorney General, but thiak it would have been
right to have given us an idea of the policy which the
Groverpment intend pursuing, one part of which is, I
think, to pay the teachers entirely cut of the public
purse. [ trust that the House will not make this matter
a party measure, for it must be acknowledged by all
that nothing can be more important to the country than
free education. ‘The Conservatives have been charged
with mutilating the system, but abundant opportonity
for discussing the matter will be afforded when 1t
comes regularly up for discussion. I am quite willing
to help forward the canse of free education—the credit
for intreducing which system must be acknowledged to
be due to the present Leader of ihe Covernment

" (Mr. Cules). ’ ‘

of Education, We know that, if}

Mr. McLENNAN.—I do not intend to offer any
‘factious opposition to the paragraph under considera-
tion ; but as education is one of the questions which
the party in power promised to put on & better footing,
I suppose they will be prepared to introduce important
smendments to the Act, At thelate General Eleation,
1 was one of thoss who advocated that the teachers
should be paid their full salaries from the tressury ; and
I believe it was the intention of the majority of the
Conservative party, had the goverament remained in
their bands, to amend the law in this particular. Iam
of opinion, judgiog from the revenue of Jest year, which
excceded the cxpenditure by about £7 000, that the
toachers could be wholly paid out of the public purse,
withodt apy additional tazation, Thereare aboni 800
teschers employed in the Colony, and wsre the Govern-
ment to pay each of them the £15 which it is now
provided they shall receive from the people, the sum
would only smount to £4,500. This'is an a’utl:]y i

which the Goveroment could very well affo
with & surplus of £7,000 of revenue, such as we had
last year. s .

The paragraph was then agreed to, as were also the .
6th and 7th. »

Paragraph velaiing to Local Industry and Agrticultﬁnf.

The 8th paragraph was then road, which relates 1o
the developement of local indusiry and improvements
in agriculiare. . ‘

Hos. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION.—The
wording of this paragraph is somewhat ambiguous. I-
would like to hear from some of the members of the
Government sn explanation of what they mean by ihe
expression ‘“local industry.” It might refer to the -
establishment of cotton mills, to the manufacture of tin
trumpets, or.the enconragement of a woollen fastory, as
we koow, Mr, Chairman, that a Bill was passed last
session to imeorporate a company of that nature, Or,
perhaps they intend to give a'bounty lo encourage the
fisheriea, as I understsnd that the constituents of the
hom. and gallant Colonel from Cascumpee ave urging
for a measure of this kind. The fishery bounty gques-
tion was ably discussed'at two or three publio mestings
‘held in Charlottetown, at which some rigid economists -
argued that a trade which would not support. itself
should be allowed- to go dowa; and others just g
strenyuously maintained the opposite view, Though I
will not at present give my own opinions on this ques~
tion, yet I would be interested to hear whether the
fisheries is one of the branches of ¥ local industry” that
are to be developed by the present Government.

. Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL.—The enquiry,
coming as.it does from the hon. Leader of the Opposi-
tion, is very natural. Comparing great things with
emall, we know that the speech of Her Majesty at the
opening of Parliament is generally very vague.  Sup-
posing that speech were to state that a Reform Bill
was to be introduced, wounld it be proper for Mr, Glad-
stone to rise and ask what the clauses of that Bill ware-
to be ? If the Royal speech profjsed that a mensure
of reform would be brought forward, would that not be
sufficient ? The paragraph under consideration, how»
ever, does not promise that any measure at all will be

‘introduced relating to loeal industry. Providiog the
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A : Bea i N T
Grovernment proposed to give a grant for wu agricul-
tuzsl exhibition or & woollen fagtory, it would be snough,

for, them in the speech to ;u_g@g, to %g in general terms.
P B

But I naed not enlarge upon (he subjest, s 1 do not
think fhat the hao. Leadsr,of the Opposiion really
expects auy very definite snswer to his questiph.

Hon, LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION.——The
veply of the Hon. Attorney General has dertainly been
very evasive. Il the Government have not decided
what branch of industry is to be encouraged, this part
of the Address is merely a piece of buneombe. :

Mr. BRECKEN.—There is one subjeet which may
probably come before the House this session that
should not be loeked upon 58 a party q}'xaation; Yallude
to the fisheries. It is & branch of industry wext in
impertance to agriculture. We have 2il heard how
negessary it is to the proaperity of a conutry that its
exports should exceed ita imports. Notwithstanding
all the improvemenis which are being effected in the
art of agriculture, it is not a very money-making busi-
ness ; but if we ¢ould, in zddition to farm produce,
export & considerable gunantity of fish, we might turn
the balsnce of trade largely in ourfavor. We see our
neighbors sending down vessels to our eoast, splendidly
fitted. up for fishing, and no doubt they find it remune-
zative, or they would not continue the business. We
are surrounded by fish, and if others can come a distance
snd take them ata profit, we should look after the
trade. Iam generally of opinion that a trade should
not be subsidized ; but as regards the fisheries, weare
at preseat laboring nuder g disadvantage. Asa result

“of the repeal of the Reciprocity Treaty, our mackerel
- are subjected to a duty of two dollars abarrel onenter-

ing the United States; and as there is a probability
that the American Government will soon give up their
Japanaese polisy towards the Colonies, a little assitance
for a time might prevent the trade here from wholly lan-
guishing. We know that the fishing business is
generally carried on by shares—that the men employed
are paid by receiving & certain proportion of the catch,

and if the fish bring.s low price, the fishermen realize]

- but small wages, and consequently will refuse employ-

meut in Colonial bottoms. Unless, then, something is
done, it is supposed that our young wmen, who have

" become experienced in the business, will remove to the

Uanited Btates. I do notsay that these are my views;

‘but I have heard them advanced by parties at public

meetings. If the Government, however, intend io
aasisb this branch of trade, they should have said so in
the Address. As they purpose to develope the re-
sources of the Colony, t.hei ought to have stated their
{alicy. Probably befora the Session is over, we shall

ave petitions presented o this House, which will test
their views on the question of fishery bousnties,

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL. —#The bounty
question was before the House last year, and it is
strange that the hon. member for Charlottetown did not
evince the same apxiety on the matter then ns he
appears o do now. His party had a large majority
last Session, and had been for some years in power;
atill they did nothing to encourage the fisheries. We
have hed the management of affairs for only a few
weeks, and already we are called upon by the Opposi-
tion to state our policy with respect to granting a
bounty to encourage the fisheries. Such a display of

9

patriotism on the part of hon. wmembers on the uihes
side of the House, regarding s guestion which, so late
s fasy yeor, they quietly shelved, is somewhat extraor. .
‘dinary. I am deeply impressed with the importance of
8 bounty for the object reforred to, and am aware that.
my constituents feel keenly on the subject ; but the
policy of the Government is not yet fully developed on
the point, though itis just possible thut before the
close of the Seesion we may be able o do something for
this branch of business.

Hon, Mr. LAIRD.~The Hon. Leader of the Tppo-
sition is very anxzious to bear our policy. § hope
whatever ghat polisy may be, our records will not be
darkened by such proceedings as some of those of the
late Grovernment, Hon. members belonging to that
party cannot show much that they did to devdlbpe loeal
indusiry. - The only woollen factory, I believe, on the
Island, is established in the district which I have the
honor to represent. Theenterprising owner petitioned
this- House that the duty might be remitted on some
wmachinery which he was imporiing to improve his
faetory; but the late Government, I understand, threw
his petition under the table, for it was never even seen
by the member for that part of the distriet. I trust the
party at present in power will never thus turn the eold
shoulder to those who are endeavoring to develope our
manufactures. In referemce to agriculture, they bave
been tolerably liberal; they have spentsome £4000ia
establishing a stock farm, which bas-as yet sccom-
plished very listle for the benefit of the Islanid gererally.
The only share of the stock which has some to the
County in which I reside is, 1 belidve, o few liitle
pigs and one lamb. (Laughter.) Ifearthatthe farm
in question has not been properly maunaged, for I bear
that some of the young stock have been worried by the
dogs of parties who were admitted on the premises. I
am inclined totheopinion that it would be less expensive
to import stock every year than io keep up s farm for
raising pure breeds. We know that, as a general rule,
the Government cannct conduet any business so scou-
omieally as it can be done by private enterprise.

Hon. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION.— As re-
gards the petition to which the hon. member for
Bedeque bas referred, it was laid befors the Executive
under the rule which gives the governwent the initia-
tion of money votes. They brought it before the
members of the party iu caucus; but there was not a
majority in its favor, though I myself supported it,
and went to the store of a geutleman, who is now =
member of this House, to obtain information on the
subject. If the hon. member’s colleague did not ses
ths petition it was because he would not attend mect-
ings of caucus at that time; and if he thus neglected
the interests of his constituents, the blame should rest
upon bim, and not upon the Government of the day.
- With respeet to the stock farm, it was established
prineipally to avoid the risk of importation, as on ocne
occasion the Government nearly lost the whole of some
valuable animals, purchaged in Dritain, on their pas-
sage ont to this Island. Certein competent persons
were appointed to take charge of that form when it
was established, among whom were the Hon. George
Beer, Dr. Jenkins, the present Liberal member for the
oity—and last but nob least, Hon. Alexander Laird,
the father of the hon. member {or Bedeque, and if they

did not attend to their duty, I cannot uaderstand why
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the hon. gentloman' sliouid censure the late Giovern-
ment. PR ) - ‘ :

Mr. HOW AT.—The bon. leader of the Opposition
has thought proper to allude to'me in connecticn with
money voles. When the t%uesti_ou‘of allowing the
Government the privilege of initialing. money votes
‘was brought. up in this House, I opposed it. Talk
sbout saucus meetings properly adjusting wmoney mat-
ters! there never was & greater delusion ! (Laughter.)
I was opposed to the icitiation of those votes by the
Government when the question was first inirpduced,
and o was the hon. member from New Glasgow; and
¥ am oppoged to the principle still. I think it isa
powsr whith should never be placed in the hauds of
apy government,

Hon, Mr. DUNCAN, ] am surprised te hear s
farmer like the hon. member for Bedeque, opposiog
the stock farm. I was expecting on the contrary, as
be is o member of this progressive Government, that
he would be proposing a graot now -of £1000 a year
for that farm. He has referred to the petition praying
for a remission of daty on certain factory machinery.
If the prayer of that petition had been granted, it was
found that the duty would also have to be taken off a
great many other things of a similar benefit to home
enterprise. ' ‘

Mr. MACLENNAN.—I rise to corroborats the

" statement of the hoo. member for Bedeque in regurd

to the share of stock which Prince County reeeived

from the stock furm. I hope as he is now o member

of the Government, that he will earefully louk ufier the
interests of Pringe County.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD.—1 wish, Mr. Chairman, to ask
the hon, Loader of the Opposition, if the stock farm
was not employed us a shooting ground?

Hou. LEADER OF THE OPPUSITION —When
I was at Halifux lisy summer, T was informed by Major
Greneral Doyle that unless the Government provided a
shooting ground for the troops in this Island, they
would have to be tuken to Halifax for this sxoveise,
and back agaiy, at the expense of the Colony.  And as
no other suitable place could be fuuad than the stock
farm, we thought it better to give the troops the use of
that farm, rather than put {he country to the cxpense
of several hundred pounds. ~

Hon, Mr, LAIRD.—The hon. memher who has
just spoken taunted me by saying that if there had
been any mismanagement about the stock farm, the
Commissioners in charge, my father ameng the nume
~ her, were to blame. Now, I would ask what responsi-
bility could be attached to the Commissioners, when
Hon. Colonel Haviland and other members of the late
Government, without consalting or sotifying them,
taraed the stock fartu into a shooting groufd. If the
Government permitted troops to go on the farm, and the
dogs of the efficers worried some of the young stock, I
bold that they,and not the Commissioners, were charge.
able with sllowing the public money to be sqnandered,

Hoo. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION.—It
wag, Mr. Chairman, to save the public money that the

hiHalifax? I6'is, however, the first time I ¥

troops were allowed to go ‘on the farm for shooting
pnug?oe: -Was the moagn of the stock desiroyed on
the farm worth £800 sterling, for thisis about the sum
it would bave cost the Colony to send the tr?splto
eard that

any of the stoock were injured on account of Hes
Majesty’s troops being permitied o go on the farm; sad
I believe if it were represented st head quarters that
guck was the case, remuneration wounld be offered for
the damage sustained. L

Hon, Mr. HENDERSON.~1 was s member of the
Gevernment at the time alluded to by the hon, member -
for Bedeque, and gave my consent to the stock farm
grounds being used for military ball practice, from the
conviction that ‘it was the best course that couid be
sdopted, in view of all the circumstances of the case.
T regret to learn that any portion of that valuable stock
were ipjured in consequence of the arrangement;
but this is the first time I have heard of it. Am Ito
understand it as the opinion of the hon. member, that
any Government should delegate an amount of power
to s committee, which would make that committee
-entirely independent of the government that appointed
it?  If that is not his meaning, I am at o foss to
understand him. The mistakes and faults of the lste
Government should be of servive to the present party,
25 beacons to make them steer elear of the rocks and
shoals which proved so dangerous to their predecessors,
for they may depend upon it that the due performance
of promises made by them at the hustings will be de-
manded by the people. _ :

Hon, Mr. LAIRD.—I wish it to be distinetly
understood that the powers of this Committes wers
over-ruled, und their privileges interfered with. 1 ask,
is it right for any commities to be sucrificed, and their
authority det aside, while they, as such, are beld
respousibie for the consequences? : :

oo, LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION.—There
was no time to eonsult the Committee,

Hon. Mr. LAIRD.—In the neighborhood of stock
was no place for ball practice.. The danger was two-
fuld; the young stock were liabls to be shot or other~
wise killed, as, on such oecasions, many persons would
be vut there on horseback, with dogs, and these latter,
whe? collected together, were apt to destroy young
stocK.

Hon. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION.—It is
not every place that will do for ball shooting practice.
Before even the grounds of the steck farm would be
talfent:!two afﬁgers were sent oub to see if they were
suitable,

Hon. Mr. DUNCAN .1 expect everything will go
on well this year; there will be no failures in
anything, ' :

The paragraph under discussion was then passed, as
also were the Gth and 10th; after which the Committes
rose, aad the Chairman reported the Address agreed
to without any amendment, ‘

House adjourned.
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. . Wapsmsoav, April 24,
At 1210 p.m., the House wsited on His Excellensy

with the Address, aud on their return, His Honor the|

Speaker reported snd resd the reply, which ie as
follows 1 ~ ' 5 ,
“ Mr. Spesker, and
- Assembly:— _ :
1 thank you for your Address. You may rely ou
oy hearty co-operation igggour eadesvours (o promoté
the welfure and prosperity of this Island.”

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN presented the Report of the
Medical Superintendent of the Lunatie Asylum for the
past year. ‘ : :

Ordered to be laid on the table.

- Fail Limit Bil.

Horn., ATTORNEY GENERAL, from the Commit-

tee on expiring laws, presented a Bill {o revive,

continue, and amend the Act relating to the lmits und
rules of Juils in this Island.

Received and read.

Read 3 secend time, and committed to a Committee
‘of the whole House. Mr. G. Bincrair in the Chair.

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL observed that the
Act relating to the rules and limits of Jails had expired
fast year. A Bilito renew it had beeu brought in last
Session, but after having been submitted to-a Commit-
tee of the whole House and ordered v be engrossed, it
had never been passed. It was therefore necessary, in
the Bill now before the Committee, to provide for the
future, and also 1o confirm the acts of the Sheriffs
during the past year, they having acted under the rules
of the old law, supposing it still in force. He also
explained that there was a clanse in the Bill before the
Committee, providing that if 2 person left the limits of
a Jail and came back befors o writ was issued against
him, be should be beld to huve broken the limits.  The
old Aot had not been explicit on this poing, and there
had beer misunderstandings in conseguonce.

Hon. Mr. DAVIES remarked that some fmprove-
ment might be made in the Bill. He couvsidered thas
it would be s great advantage to extend the limits to
the whole Island. Al present, if a person overstepped
the limits of the town, his seeurities would be Hable for
hiz debt. Hoe kunew frieads of his who were
greatly benefitted by the present Act, but if they inad-
vertently even overstepped the limits, their bails were
bound to discharge their debts.

Hon. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION confirmed
what had ‘been said by the hon. Attorney General,
relative to the Bill of last Session, which by some
accident was never passed, He thoughs thet the sug-
gestion of the hon. member for Belfast would require
somms consideration, as it would entirely alter the law
which had Boen hitherto in foree. Sach an amendment
as that proposed would not be consistent with thespirit
of thu e for imprisonment for debt; as that law would
be rendered almost useless if prisoners were allowed to
take the limits of the whole Island, The suggestion of
the hon. mamber proved the want of 2 Bankrupt Law
in this Island., He folly agreed with the principle
that when & person was unfortunate in his business, not
through any dishonesty of his own, and gave up bis

Gentlemen of the House of

‘virtually deing so.

property o his cxeditors, thers should be some law io
wipe out all his antecedent debls, se that no subse-

aently acquived property could be takes for them.
This subject bad been before the House soveral years
ago. In 1852, be had prepared a drafe Bill, but
vothing further was done in the.matter. o therefore
thought that the best course for the hon. member for

Belfust to pursue would be to allow she Bill befure the

Committee to remain ass lntroduced, und to have a

specisl commitles appointed, who might, with the

assistance of the Atforney General, report next Session
on the most feasible plun for 2 Bankrupt Law.

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAYL agveed wiih the hon.
the Leader of the Opposition with respect to the
smendment which had been proposed. It was well
kuown that those persons who took the benefit of the
Hmits were not always the most strictly houest men,
as any prisomer for debt could do so by geiting two
responsible persons to be his bondsmen. If he were
an honest man and had no property. ke counld, as the
law at present stood, take advantage of the Insolvent
Debtors’ Aet, and would then be frée to go where he

I plensed; while the suggestion of the hon. member for

Belfast, if carried oub, would prevent creditors, in
many cases, from recovering their just claims from
dishonest debtors. If we had a good Bankrupt Law,
and competent commissions to carry it out, it would

- probably be of great benefit to the country, He would

therefore recommend the hon. member to have g com-

-mittee appointed who could report on the subject next

Session.

Hon. Mr. DAVIES would be guite ready fo do this
if he thought that a Bankrupt Law would be passed
here; but so many objections had been thrown in
the way of the Bill that was formerly introdnced, he
did wnot consider it likely that there would be any
better success in the fuiure. If, however, the hon,

Attorney General would promise to bring in such a

Bill, he would be willing to withdvaw his proposition.
The objections urged by the last speaker would not
apply so strictly as he had made it appear;
for o dishonest debtor could, if his dishonesly were
proved against him, be preveated from taking the
benefit of the limits, by being prosecuted as a eriminal,
He (Ble. Duvies) did not by his proposition wish to
chauge the law, except a3 vegarded the exteunt of the
fimits, :

Mr. MACKEILL aypreed with the hon. member for
Belfast, for he considered that, if the limits of the town
were a benelit to debtors, they would be still further
benefitted by having those Hmits extended to the whole
Island. If » debtor were honest and deserved the
present limits, he wonld be gnite entitled to a wider
range. :

Mr. BRECKEN thought that, if the suggestion of
the hon. member were to be adopted, it wounld be as
well to abelish imprisommnent for debt entively, since
giving debtors the Hinlts of the whole Island would be
e was not prepared 10 go to the
extent of abelishing Linprisonment for debt, as he did
not think it would be just to ereditors. Even if the
proposition of the hon. member were carried out, there
would then be scavee any restraint upon dishonest
debtors. They would, when they became involved,
make over their property by bill of sale to their friends,
and thus Ca. Sa. executions would be valueless, and
writs of no force.  The majority of thote hnprisoned
for debt would have no object in leaving the Island,
and therefore they would not dread Imprisonment—
knowing that they counld fake the benefit of these
extended limits, and would then be in reality as free
as they weve before.
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Cir, rra Toa Y
Hon., LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION bad been
in favour of doing sway with imprisopment for debt,
by way of testing ihe principle on & small scale
bed had s clsise inserted, & fow .years ago, in
Small Debt Act, preventing imprisonment for debta
under £10. This amendmeént did not, however,
appear to work satisfacterily, for during the next
session of the Assembly, petitions were presented
inst it, signed, not by the merchants, but by the
{ors themselves. - The hon. Committee could easily
ge¢ the reason. A large class of people in the com-
munity obiained credit with the merchant upou their
personis; bo kuowing that if they failed o pay he had
the power of imprisouing them, and that they dreaded
imprisonment, When, therefors, ihat power was
taken from him, he felt that he coald only depend
upon the honesty of the debtor, sud was unwilling to
eredit so freely 2& before. Many persons could not
then obtain goods upon credit, and they thevefore
preseuted peiitions praying for the privilege of being
again locked up, He feared {hat ihe principle advo-
eated by the Lon. member for Boliast would workina
similar manner. Debiors would give bills of sale of
“their property, in order to take the bemefit of the
limits, and every one ascquainted with the matter knew
that it was sometimes almost imspossible to break such
bills of sale. . S .

"My. BRECKEN knew that in many eases the dread
of arrest would make men pay their debts, Insoeveral
instances persons bad assured him that they were
utterly unable to pay claims which ke had against
them, but as scon as & writ bad been issued they in
some way obtained the money. He theught the sug-
gestion of the hon. member,~—if he were really serious
i it,~—would, if adopted, almost entirely do away
with the credit system, for the merchants would then
kuow that they must depend upon a persou’s coming
forward voluntarily aud paying his debts. The poor
people, a8 well as the merchants, would suffer, for
moet mien would not be able to obtain the articles
they might require without paying for them af the
time.

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN was glad that the quesiion of
having a Bankrupt Law io this Island had come up
for discassion, as it was & mosi Imporiant question,
and one in which it was desirabis to obtain corvect
information. ¥e knew that in the other Provinces
thers was much difference of opinion on the maiter,
and it would be the duty of the bhon. House to con-
sider whether we had arvived at thal stage, at which
2 Bankrupt Law would be of benefit. In Canads
there had been much opposition to such a Law, but
he believed he was correct in siating that there was
one af present in foree in that Colony. Everyone musi
scknowledge that when misforinns overtook a man,
-pot from any frand on his own part, but from cir-
cums{ances beyond his eontrol,~—it was hard ihat he
shonld be imprisoned, or, if at liberty, be compelled
$0 do business for the rest of his life in another’s name,
withont any prospect of ever ridding himself of his
former debts.  The best man was liable to misfortune
or loss from a change in the markets and various other
canses. He might have hig property consumed by
fire, and thongh insured the insurance might not be
paid, and thus he would be made a poor man in one
hour, with perbaps a fomily depending npon him for
suppert. Under our prezent law poor he would have
1o remain fo the end of his days, for no one would
give him credit. If he asked for it he would be told
“no, we cannot credit you for you owe Mr. —— and
he can ab any time seizs any properiy you may pos-
sess.” He (Mr, Howlan) knew a gentleman who had
gpent all his early life in opening up the resonrces of
this Island, but, becoming unfortunate in his trade
trensactions, and meeting with heavy losses, he was

‘nbw obliged
ot these g.c

thainto iis sepious considerstion. He waa

T I £ }
to 'db‘j*bxiiinm upon suifrancs. Looking
ts he thought that he time had wrrived for
the Lagislaiore w take the matter of & Bankrupt Law

s  Was gf&d that it
bad been brought up, for if not setfled this Session’it
might be next. He would be ready o suppo¥l suy
bon. mewmber in introducing such s Law. i

Houn. Mr. LAIRDMuite agreed with the hon. men-
ber from Tigoish vegarding the hardship which honest
though unfortunale men were compelled to sufler
under the existing laws. If a bill providing for &
Bankrupt Court wers bmugﬁvfnrward by members
on either side of the House guld be ready o give
it his support. Respecting the petitions for sirikin
the amended clause vut of the small debt Act, whic
had been alluded 1o by the hon. Leader of the O;ixposk
tion, hie was of opinion that very many who signed
them did so without considering the matier. It was
well known that there was & very large class in the
community who would sign almost sny petition which
was presented to them, giving scarce a thought to the
object, and this was perhaps the case with the peti-
tions referred to. He believed that, had the clanse not
been vepesnled, good resulis would eveniually have
come from it. He was willing o ges a Baukrugé Law
in force here, and considered that its introduction
would show that the Legislature were inierested in
the welfare of the Island. v

- Houn. ATTORNEY GENERAL could corroborate
what the hon. Leader of the Opposition had stated ve--
garﬁiug the clause which had besn inserted in the small

ebt Act, Bo many numeérously signed pefitions wers
presented agaiust that clause that it was struck oui. Hs
would be in favor of introducing & properly framed
Bankrupt Law, and as it would perhaps be impossible -
to bring in & Bill this session, he would be willing to
{erm oue of & commitiee to prepare a draft that might
be submitted at the next meeting of the Legislature,

Hon. Myr. KELLY said that the peiitions against
ihe amendment to the small debt Act had,he believed,
been got up by the flour dealers and others in Char~
lottetown, who had induced geopla to sign by per-
suading them that trade would be completely broken
up if the Act s amended remained in foree. He would
be willing to exiend the Jail limits to the County if
any alteration were to be made in the Bill before the
Commitiee. g

Mr. KICKHAM observed ihat if tho limits were
exiended to the bounds of the County even, it would
be productive of much injury {o the merchants. A4
dishonest man could then purchase goods, and by
making his property over to his ﬁ‘ienga and taking
the limits could prevent his creditor from collecting
fils just debt. Ee would therefors support those gen-
tlemen who were disposed to allow the law to remain
as ab present. : ‘

Mr. BRECKEN agreed with what the hon. member
from Tignish (Mr. Howlan) had said regarding the

injustice of compelling an honest though unfortunaie

man to spend his whole life with an incuobas of delit
pressing him down, The fisining of bankrupt laws
was however one of the most difficulf things in Legis-
Iation. In Britain Lerd Brougham: haf iaken the
matter in hand, and after him Lord Westmorland,
till finally their Bankrupt Law was considered per-
fect, Butit was now found not to work satisfacterily.
In New Branewick they had had seversl such laws,
but they werve repealed in turn, and in 1852 there was
none in force in that Province. This wae also the
ease be believed at present. They found the Acts so
diffienls fo carry ount that they were compalled to ve-
peal them. 1f a properly framed Bill were brought in

ghe; wouid be willing to support it, bat he thought that
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the nscessity for it might purhaps be obviated by
muking some addition to the Insolvent Debtor Aet at
gresent in force. Under that Act an insclvent debtor

¥ giving notice us required thevein, and going before
& Judge could be made free from arvest, if he did not
possess property worth move than £15; but any pro-
gerty Lie might afterwards acquire wounld be liable for

is previous debts. He (Mr. Breeken) did nol see
why some alteration might not be made in this Act so
thet o debior could notonly be discharged personally,
bub might get a certificate freeing Lim from all his
prior debty. Under the present Ack the debtor was
mnot discharged at once, for the creditor had the power
of detaining him for three mouths by paying a certain
weekly allowance. Some altersilon might, as be had
said, bs made in this Actwhich would perbaps do
awey with the necessily for a Bankrupt Law.

Hon. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION could sec
great difficulties in working the law as proposed by the
lagt speoker. When a &egﬁm’ was imprisoned by any
~ creditor, and wished to take the benefit of the Insolvent
Act, hie way first obliged to make over any property he
might possess entirely to the ereditor at whaose suit he
was arrested, while under a Bankrept Law, it would
be divided equally among all. He therefore thought
that no amendment to the present Act would supply the
glace of & Bankrupt Law. The hon. Committee would

ear in mind, howaver, that if such a law were passed
here, it would discharge a debtor only from debts
contracted in the Colony, not from these contracted in
any other country. :

Mr. BRECKEN remembered a case that had come
under his own notice, which showed the effect of a
Bankrupt Law over debts contracted in the country ia
whieh it was in force. A genileman from this Island
had gene to New Brunswick and taken 2 note of hand
from a person there, The note matured when the
person Who had given it was on this Island, and on his
failing to pay, he was arrested. He obtained a certifi-
cate from the New Brunswick Bankrupt Coutt, and as
the note had been given in that country, he was by
that certificate freed from liability on it. Thisshowed
. that when a Bankrupt Law was in force in a country,
the provisions of the law were incorperated in every
contract made there, though they might not have been
specified ab the time. Hé acknowledged the justice of
the objections urged by the hon. the Leader of the
Upposition to his (Mr. Brecken’s) suggestion of chang-
ing the Insolvent Debtor Act. The great prinsiple
in Bankrupt Laws was an egual division among the
different creditors, and therefore he thought, upon
<consideration, that the amendments which he had
suggested could not be earried ont, and that a new Act
would require to be introduced. The matter would
require much consideration, for Bankrupt Laws were
very dificult to frame.

Hon. Mr. DAVIES did not think that any satisfac-
tory reasons had been given why his suggestion should
not be followed. He merely wished to protect persons
who went security for debtors, on their taking the limits.
I* was the practioe of the hon. member for Charlotte-
town to attempt to lessen the force of anything which he
{Mr. Davies) might say, by pretending to doubt his
sincerity. He would tell that hon. member that he had
too much respeoct for the hon. Commitiee to introduce
any matter in which he was not perfectly sincere.

Mr. BRECEEN mid that he was not serious when
he sprte of the hon. member's being insineere.

10 '

Hon. My DAVIES could never tell when the hen.
member was in earnest.  He was sexlous at one time,
and at apother not so. Returning to the subject, he
remarked that the Iusolvent Act al present in foree
gave 8 grasping creditor an opportanity to take svery-

thing a debtor might possess, and lcave other ereditors
s & guy p 5

with mothing, and it was oely after ul] had been taken
that he could go before the Judge and be released.

AMr, BRECKEN would sorrect the hon, member who
had last spoken. I§ was perfectly right for o debior
to make an equal assignment to all his ereditors, and -
after that to go before the Court. He bad a case of
that kind uf presont iz hand., As regarded & creditor’s
taking the whole of his claim when he could obtain it,
he copld cnly say, from bis kuowledge of human
nature, that there were fow whoe would not do so.
When he asked if the houn. member was serious, he did
not wish to insinuate that he was trifling with the bon.
Commitice. :

Hou. Mr. HOWLAN thought, from the remarks of
hon, members, thut there was o disposition on the pazb -
of the Commitiee fo entertain favorably the idea of &
Bankvupt Law. He would therefore suggest that the
hon. member for Belfast should withdraw his propo-
sition, inm order to enable a committee to report upon
the subject at the next mecting of the Legislature.

Hon. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION remarked
that much had been said on the previous day about the
discounts of the Banks being curtailed; but he thought
that nothing would tend more to produce that vesul,
than the suggestion of the hon. member for Belfast, if
carried out. In many instances, the Banks cashed
paper, because they knew that they had the power of
exercising the authority which the law gave them, and
tmprisoning defauliers.

Mr. P. SINCLAIR thought that the suggestion of
the hon. member, which had given rise fo the diseus--
sion; was intended to benéfit the persoss who had gone
security for the debtor, rather than the debtor himself;
but he considered that, in many cases, a debior was as
liable to leave the Island as the limiis of the town.
There was much truth in what the hon. the Leader of
the Opposition had said concerning the Bank discouats,
and therefore it would not probably be expedient to
entertain the ameadment suggested. o

Hon. Mr. DAVIES said that there would be ne
danger of a person’s accidentally overstepping the
timits of the Island, while one who was confined fo the
town merely might, while intoxicated perhaps, step
into a steamboat, and his sureties would immediately be
held liable for his debt. As, however, it was the wish
of the Committee, he would withdraw his suggestion,
though he did not believe that a Bankrupt Law wonld
ever be passed here.

The Bill as introduced was then reported agresd to.

Hon. Arvorwey GENERAT presented the Public
Accounts, as classified by the Auditors, for the year
ending Januvary 3}st, 1867. ‘

Ordered that said Accounts be referred to the
special Committee appointed to examins and report
therson. :

Hon. Arvonnpy GENERAL submiited the Blue
Book for the year 1865, Also several Banks’ Returns
fo¥ the past year.

House adjourned for one hour,
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AFTEBNQUN SHERsIUN.

On wotion of the Hon, Ms. DAVIEs, & supply was
granted to Her Majesty.

Hon. Arrorsiy GENERaL delivered a message
from His Excellency, transmitting Correspondence and
Despatches relating to the purchuse of the Estats of
the lute Bir Samuel Cupard, the issme of Fisiing
L.iceuses, expenges in conncetion i_ﬁith Troops, ‘a‘n-d'
Despatches ou the subject of the Union of the British
North Arwerican Provinces.

Said documents, having been regeived and ruand,
were ordered 1o be laid on the table.

Additionsl Smuaill Debt Couris.

Mr Owex presented a petition from inhabitants of
Lots 31 aund 56, praying for the establishwent of &
Bmall Debt Court in their vieinity.

Petition received and read,

Mr. Owey then moved that the petition be referred
to a select commiltee, to report thereom by Bill or
otherwise. .

Hon. LEADER OF THYE OPPOSITION observed
that he did not intend to oppose the petition which had
been presented; but he would call the attention of the
House to the fact that, if they referred the petition to
a select committee, they were acknowledging the nbject
thercof,—acknowledging that more small debt courts
were required.  The Kxecutive could not at present
ereaie any new courts, as aspecial Act of the Assewbly
would be necessary for that purpose. If hon. mewmbers
considered that more small debt courts were needed,
they should grant the counmitice ; otherwise shey
should refuse it.

Hon. My, HOWLAN was opposed to increasing the
number of small debt courts. During the first session
in which he had sat in the House, petitions had been
presented, similar to that under discussion, and at that
time he did not gee why more small debt courts should
not be granted if the people wished them. Ile had
since changed his mind. 1t was important to know
whether the court petitioned for was really vequived;
and 4s he was nol acquainted with that pavt of the
couniry, he wonld leave the decision of that point to
hon. members who knew move about the matter, If,
however, as the petition stated, there were courts
within three miles of each other, surely nothing mote
was reguired.

By, P. BINCLAIR understood from the petition that
the nearest conrts were at a distance on the one side of
twelve, and on the other of fiftceu miles, from the
district from which the petition was presented. 1le
therefore thought that a Court was neeessary, and that
the persons resident there should have the advantage,

which might be derived from one in their
vicinity. o
Hon. Mr. HOWLAN thought that the hon, member

who had presented the petition should give the House
some opinion on the matter.

My, OWEN said that the petition was for the benefit
of the inhabitants of the district mentioned init. That
district was thickly populated, and theé nearesé court
was at Georgetown, about twelve milés distant, while
in other parts of the country, there were courts within

¥ HREPORTER.

three miles of each piher. e was not, as arule, in
favor of increasing the ntumber of small debt courts;
but if auother were to be granted for that part of the
Couuty, be considered that it should be placed atl Mon-
tugue Bridge. o

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN was giad to hear the opinion of
the heon. member for Cardigan. Bince he could not
recommend that the Court ehould be granted, it was
probably unnecessary. An sdditional court would, he
thought, be of no real benefit, for the merchants af
Georgetown would still sue the people of that district
in the Georgetown court, and they would refaliate by
suing the merchants in the country court. He would:
therefore move, as an smendment to the motion of the
hon. member for Cardigan, that the petition dp o on
the table. :

Asuendment put and carried.

The Bill relating to the rules and limits of Jails was
then read a third time and passed. ‘

House adjoarned.
Trurspav, April 25,
House again in Comtmitice on the report of the Cow-
mittee on expiring laws. Mr. G. Sixcrams in the
chaiy. ) .
Several resolutions were reported agreed {o.

ITon. ATromNey GEXERAL presented to the
House the estimates of the Expenditure of the Gov-
ernment for the current year, which were read and
laid on the table. :

The following are some of the items in the eati-

mates, vigi— .

Rouads and Bridges,

Specinl Grants for Roads and Bridges,

Special Grants for Macadnmizing part of Maia
Poct Roads within Charlottetown and Royalty,

Ditto for Georgetown and Sumamaerside,

The House then went into Committee of Supply,
Mr, Bell in the chair. A resolution granting £8,007
10s. to pay tho salaries and allowances provided for
by Statnte, was agreed to and reported.

On motion of the Hon. Arrouyey GENERAL, it was
resolved that the House would to-morrow go into
%‘Iomsmttee of the whole to cousider of Wayvs and
Means: :

Mon.  Arrorxey GENERAL presented o Bill to
diminish the delay and expense of proceedings in the
Court of Chancery in this Island. :

. Received and read, and ordered to be vead a second
time to-morrow.

House adjourned for one hour,

£5,000
4,000

[~ <2 ]
< @

250

200 0 o

AFTERNOON BSESSION.

Tion, Arrorney GExeraL delivered o message from
his Excellercy the Lieut. Governor transmiting s
copy of the Report of the Inspecting Field (fficer of
Militia for the past year, which, with an accompany-
ing abstract of Military estimates for the current Year,
was ordered to be laid on the table, ’

Supply---Rond Service,
House again in Committee of Supply.

- Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL moved the following
Resolution and observed that the ghant, though less
than last year’s appropriation for the Road Service,
was rather in excess of ordinary allowances ;—

Pesolved, That the snm of Five Thousand Pounds

be granted for the serviece of Roads, Bridges, and
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Wharts, for the presest year, and that the saric be
apprepriated. for each Counly in the following ordes:

(ueen’s County, £i742 0 @

King's Couanty, 1426 0 ¢
Prince County, v 1428 0 O
Road Compensation Act, WH 6 O
Contingent expeénses of Roads, Bridges ’
and Wharfs, to be equally divided
between the three Counties, 300 0o
£H000 0 O

Hon., LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION would
swish, before the Hesolution was put to the Commnittee,
to ask ihe hon. Attorney Geuneral whether the sim
mentioned in the Regolution was to bo the eniive sum
disbursed thie year. '

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL said it was not.

Tion. LEADER OF TIIE OPPOSITION was under
the fimpression, as our highways had been honored with
a special pavagruph in the 8peech from the threne, that
the Government intended to lutroduce some new sys-
tem of management, The amount of momey required
for the Road Servies would be greater every veay, for
with inereased trullic the wear and tear won!d be great-
MHe thought the amount in the Resolntion rather
small, ‘

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL replied that the
Government estimatos included the further sum of
£3000 for special grants for Roads and Bridges, and
£1000 to meet the expenditure on contracts Jet by the
Jate Government and not yet completed. If the hon.
the Leader of the Opposition would look at the para-
graph in the Speeeh which referred to the highways,
he wonld see that it advised enquiry into the matter,
and the collection of information with a view to future
Legislation. This would be doue. It should not be

. expecied that ihe Government could maiuve snch a

matier at ouce, and il was therefore their intention fo
have a commitiee appointed to enguire into the sub-
jeet and report at the next sessionm, if not prepared
during the preseut ons. The predent system of put-
ting the highways under the control of commissioners
was bad. Thesc men received oaly £10 per annun,
aud when they hiad to inspect roads at a distanse from
their vesidences this small sum could not compensite
them, nor would they be willing for such a pittance
to take any paing m acquiring knowledyge upon road
making. It was his opinion that a special superintend-
ent should be appointed foreach County with a salavy
sufficient to induce him to acguive a knowledge of
seientific road making. This wasz the plan adopted
in most couuiries which had emerged from infaney,
and it would give more generdl satisfzction than that
pursued here at present. There were many different
opinions upon road making, as every man considered
that he was able {o make a road as well as, or better
than his neighbor. He had not much faith in these
would-be roaud makers, for there were many things
ecounected with the making of a good road—macada-
mizing for instance—which required to be studied.
Every one who looked &t the state of the roads gene-
rally thronghout the country, and considered how de-
sirable was a rapid means of transit, must acknow-
ledge that something was necessary before the high-
wayvs could give that accommodation to {he traveiling
public which they should. That macadamizing was
a sound principle was shown by the good state of the
roads near the City, which had been macadamized
with Limestone, as compared with those generally
throughout the country, thoungh the trafic on the
former was far greater than on the latter.” 1t had been
truly said by the hon. the Leader of the Opposition
thyt our roads would vequire s larger expendiiure
every year; but as the Government were Jooking for-

ward toa change fu the wnsgeneni'of the roads, they
did not feel thernselves  justificd in recommonding 2
lorgér grant than that iu the Estimates.

The Resolution was then put o the Conuuilices, and
carried.

Volumieer apd fEdiGa Grant. |

Hou. ATTORNEY GENERAL ihen submitiad a
resolution, placing at the disposal of the Commuander-
in-Chief a suw not exceeding £2,700, for expenses in
naintaining the Volanteer aud Militia forees in this
Istund. Hercemarked that,in List ve s appropuiation,
no specific sum had béen granied tor this purpose;
there was a general resolution passed, placing the
entire revenue at the disposal of the Commander-in-
Chief, for defeuces. In order o arrive at an idea of

current year for the purpose expressed in'the resolu-
tion, it wounld be necessary to lock af the amounis
which had been expended during the last vear, and at
the Repont which had been submitied by the Inspecting
Field Officer of Militis,
sum had been expended iu buiiﬁiag drill sheds, under
the general vesolution which hie 'had referred to. He
did not intend, though there was some difference of
opinion on the subject, to quarrel with the late Gov-

sheds came properly under the head of defence, nor
did he know whether, when the grant was given, such
an expendifure was contemplated under it. In esti-
mating, (hen, the sum expended last year, as o means
of arfiving at the amount which woukl now have fo
be gmntea. the cost of the sheds would have to be
deducted from the gross cxpenditure, and thus a
balance of £3373 would remain, representing the sum
expended on the other matters connected with the
militia and volunteers. In the Report of the Inspeéi-
ing Field Officer of Militia, which had been submitted
to the House, £3,800 was the sum which, under the
present organization, that officer recommended the
Government to provide. They had, however, aftor
Jookiug at all the circumstances of the cuse, concluded
that a lavger sum than £3500 the Colony could not
afford. Theyhad exarained the estimates, and thoughi
that all that was ngcessary conld perbaps be dons
within that sum.  Desides ihe amount referved to as
the expenmditure of last vear, theve was an item of
£1648 Ts. 14d for the Vietorin Barrucks; bur this did
not come under the vesvlution before hou. members.

Ilen LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION observed’
that the Supply Bills were passing through committee
entirely teo harmoniously ; but, though it was asarule
the duty of an Opposition 10 oppose every Ineasure
brought in by the Government, he did not intend to
bring the weight of his side of the lIouse to bear
against the grant which had been proposed. As g
loval snbject of Her Graclous Majesty, enjoying the
liberty to be found only under the flag which had
“ praved a thousand years the battle and the breeze,”
he did not iutend to oppose the resolution moved by
the hon. Attorney General. Ile was, however, sur-
prised at one observation made by that bon. gentle-
man. He had appeared to throw some doubt upon the
Jegality of the constructipn of the drill sheds nnder the

revenue at the disposal of the Government for the
defence of the Colony.  ¥e (Mr. Haviland) thoughf
that, if the hon, member would read the Resolution,
he would see that the building of the sheds was guite
within its spirit. The clause read as follows:—

¢ Resntred, That in consequenca of the threatonad invasion of
the British Coloniea by bands of Fenien marasudere, this House
i pledges itself to place the whole of the revenues of this Island at -
{the disposal of the Government, for the purpese of organizing-

the amount which would be requived during the

During the last year, a large *

 ernment on the question whether the buiiding of thoze -

Resolution of Iast Seseion, which had placed the whole -

.
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o militia cod velantoors, wad for snelowihiey wilitary purposes
ws may bo devwmed cspedivnt for the protective and definee of
the Colony.” ) )
If, hen, it was cousidered necessary by the Com-
sasnder-in-chiet, scting uuder the advice of the Major
Generel of the forees in the Lower Provinees, 0 huvg
the sheds built, it was perfectly within the meauning of
thai vesolution. e did vot, however, wish o justify
the Covernment upon this clzuse ouly, bub ‘would
prove the legality of their conduct by reference to the
sixty-thivd elause in the Militia Act of lust session,
for which the hon. Attorney General voted. That
clause expressly provided that ihe Commander-in-
Chief could cause * drvill sheds ” to bo erscted at Char-
Iottetown, Georgetown, and Summerside; and the
Government was Lherefore perfectly justifiedin having
them buils, if necessary. The amouni éxpended on
these wuas a maere bagatelle; they only cost. £2819 53.5d.
In some of the county towans of Nova Sceotia, there
were beiter and more expensive drill sheds than that
in our eapital. ¥n Montreal, too, the civic authorities
had lately voted $80,000 for the erection of such
buildinzgs. There had not been one disseating veice to
the passage of the clauss in the Bill of last session, and
he therefore coumsidered that mo censure should be
Ehrowu upon the Government for acting as they had
.done.

Hon. Mr. DAVIES, slthough o member of the Gov-
ernment, was not fully acquainied with the object of
organizing the militia and volunteer forces. He
would ask the hon. Leader of the Opposition whether
they were liable to be sent abroad.

‘Hon. LEADER OF TIIE OPPOSITION replied
that the hon. member had betier apply to the hon.
Attorney Geuneral for legal advice. It was absolutely
necessary that the militia and volnuleers should be
organized in this Island. :

Hon. Mr. DAVIES was of opinion that it was little
use lo expend so much money in giving these forces a
military training, if they were to be of no real service.
He would like to see Her Majesty,or the local Goveru-

“ment, have the power of sending them to Canada in
case of o disturbance on the frontier, that they might
thereby be of some service, and that their training
might not go for nothing., He was suve that therve
would be no unwillinguess on_the part of the volun-
teers to perform such duly. ¥He himself would not,
though no longer a young man, have any objections to
serving in that way. He had many years ago been
ordered to Belfast on a somewhat similar mission. But
the guestion which he had risen to ask was whether to
the Bill erganizing those forces, any condition had
been attached making them linble to be calledinto any
of the other Provinces. If they weve liable to be so
summoned, it would prove to the Home Government
that we were sincere in the military movement, where-
a5 if the only use to which they were to be put was
parading the streets of Charlottetown ; and if the mili-
tary had to be brought from Halifax when any real
service was required, a very large sum of money was,
he considered, being spent to no purpose. .

Ifon. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION had heard
many extraordinary speeches since he had first sat
in the Heuse of Assembly, and he had thought that
the speech or recantation of the hon. member for Bel-
fast delivered a {ow days before, was one of the most
extraordinary. He must, howaver, say that at no
time, either under the old regime, or since the privi-
leges of Responsible Government had been granted
to the Colony, was & member of the Government ever
known to ask ome of the Opposition the object of
& Government grant of money. The Chairman might
well smile, We had an unparalleled Government in
the Island at presemt. It wos composed of most ex-

{raordinary mawevizsls, They bad ome view of o sub-

jeet in Counneil aud another on the floor of the House,
How could the business of the couniry be carvied on

by o Government one of whose menabers put such a

quesiion to o mewmber of the Opposition as thal which

had just been put by the hon, member for Belfast? 1f-
that goentlewan believed that the volunteer organiza-

tion of the Colony was useless, he must have believed

thnt the Government were throwing away the money

of the country in making the grant, and as an honesg

man be was bound {o come out irem among them

and let them cavry ou thelr vielous acts without his

conuiensuce or suppord,  He (Mr. Haviland) bad

never seen o member of a Government in such a posi-

tion. When the question of this grani had come be-

fore the Counecil it was his duty te have asked the

Attorney General what was the extent of the power

which could be exercised over the volunteers and mi-

Htla,~—~whether shey counld be called away for service

in any other Colony or not, As, however, he had

preferred coming to the Opposition for information, he
would fell him that uwonder ihe Law as it at preseng

stood, they would not be compelled to go for service

oune mile from the Colony., He (Mr. FL.) had last

Session advocated making our Militin Hable to be

be salled out for service in Canada, but 2 number of
hon. members, who held Anti-confederate views, had

over-ruled him.

_ Hon. Mr. DUNCAN was not on old politician, but
if ever he had heard a Confederate speech on the floor
of the House, that of hishon. colleague wasone. He
was filled with military ardor from the recollection of
his campaign long ago in Belfast, but in the late con-
test e had songht his election from the very persous
whom he had formerly gone down to suppress. e
{Mr, Davies) cevtainly held a very strange position in
the liouse, the position of a metnber of the Govern-
ment finding fault with the actions of that Govern-
ment. ‘Why had he not resigned? Hon. members
had spoken of his (Mr. Duncan’s) not 1'esigning when
the late Governmenst acted contrary to his opinions
but while a member of that bedy ke had never sai
anything against their acts, while his hon. colleague
now came forwardand virtually invited the Opposition
to go against the Government. Had ever such &
thing been known?

Houn. Mr. HOWLAN did not intend to take part in
the debate, but he would tell the hou. member for
Belfast {Mr. Duncan) that he need give himself no
uneasiness about members of the Government, as they
were perfectly able to take care of themselves. The
Resolution before the Commitiee had been sufficiently
explained. A large amount had been expended last

car, but as a great part of that had been speut in

uilding Drill Sheds, not nearly go much would be re-
quired for the current year. The Government had
also taken into eonsideration the tact that the Island
would not be in the same position this year as last,
Would any hon. member veunture to say that the Ra-
venue during 1367 would be equal to that durin
18667 Under these circumstances, then, it behove
the Government to spend no more money than was
really necessary, or than the country could afford.
They did not wish to destroy the military organization
of the Colony. There had not been one dissenting
voice to the Resolution of last Session which had been-
referred to, and that fact showed that they wore not
open to any charge of disloyalty. The members of
the Government considered that £2,500 was as much
as in the present state of the country, any Government
{evan were the hon. gentleman, 3r. Duncan, a mem-
ber of it) would be justified in granting for the pur-
pose named in the Resolution. He (M, Howlan) did
not know any reason why the hon. member for Bel-

faat,in the Government,should be so severely condemn-
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ed for asking the question which he bad, uor was
theve suy reason for the Governmeuds giving up the
veius of power ou that account,  Xis ion. filend (Mr.
Dauncan)} was ?ei‘-i fond 6f allading $o bis (Mr. How-
lan's) Coloneley, but he would fell that hon. geutle-
man that when the batile came he would not find him
fur behind, That gesnileman was alse continunally
taunting his hon. colleague, but he further hoped that
for the future he would adhers {o pafiiameniary vule,

Hon, Mr. DUNCAN bhad kept within the Resolution
before the hon Commitiee, and was ready to be cor-
rectod when he departed from it. If his hon. cul]

league vequired the ussistance of the hon. Attorney.

General and the gallant Colonel to defend him, he
{Mr. Duncan) was not to be blamed for it. He had
never charged that gentleman with disloyalty.

Hon. Mr. HOW LAN had made no such statement.

Hon., Mr. DUNCAN.—The hon. mewmber for
Tignish bad uo right to interrupt him while he held
the floor, as he would have an opportunity to speak
afterwards. That hon. member should himself adhere
more strictly to parliamentsry rule. He (Mr. How-
lan) had asserted that the Island was not iv a prosper-
ous state financially, but the truth of this statement he
{Mr.D.) was not willing to admit. He could notsee that
thecountry wasnot financiaily prosperous. TheTreasury
warrants were not now hawked round the Island and
gold at o ruinous discount as they were. at the time the
Liberals held the rcins of power nine years ago, when
he recollected bhaving bought warrants at twenty-iive
per cent discount, and paid them into the Treasury for
duties at the face. Though he did not ackuowledge
the furce of the hon. gentlemuan’s reagsoning, he was,
however, willing to support the grant proposed by the
Governwent.

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN did not. expect the revenue
this year to equal that of lusi year, therefore he
thought that £2,500 was quite as much as the Cul-
ony eould afford for the Volunteer and Militia service.

Hon. Mr. HENDERSON was at loss to uaderstand
what principle ruled in this House. When he spoke
%o hon. members outside, they were all desirous to
procesd rapidly with the publie business; but when
he cbaerved a member of the Executive who ought to
be informed on what was laid dowun in the Statutes of
the Colony, rise here and ask a question respecting
the Velunteers in suech a form =28 to provoke useless
discussion, he (Mr. H.) doubted very much whether
the Government was really apxiovs to bring the Ses-
sion to an early close. Oue would suppose that after
the range which had been given that hon. member
the other day, to go back to the years of his youth,
and over the bistory of escheat, he might now be
prepared to go ioto busizess. He (Mr. H.) thought
that the conduct of the late Government last year with
regpect to voting the whole revenue for defence, and
the hearty support the Opposition of that day gave them
on the yaestion, was really what the great Napoleon
would bave called “sublime” But we are told that
there is valy & siep between the sublime and the
ridiculous, and of thut, he thought, we had an example
here this evening. e belicied the hon. member for
Belfaat wes an  Anti-confederate as well as himself,
and it was rather surprising that he should object to

defensive measures, for to talk of our little Colony being

i1

independaut wus absurd; and ualuss we showed a dis-
posiiion to contribute something to mililary purpescs,
we could not expect that the Mother Couuntry would
puy the sume defersnes to our wishes respecting Coue
federation. This Island could not be fortified, nov
own & uavy, therefore it was necessary that we should
have & well trained militia, that wight tauke advauntage
of every stump in cage of invasivn. Iu proportion as
oar popelation was intelligent, would thoy be prepared
to defend their country with their Hie’s bived. He
would suppors the grant for militsry purposes, and
felt sssured that the people of the Colony, if they
valued their institutions, as he believed they did,
would eomply with the moderate requivements of the
Militia Act,

Hon, ATTORXEY GENERAL thought that hon.
members opposite bad taken up the remarks of his
hon colleague (Mr. Davies) rather foo hustily. It was
uct t0 be supposed that be did not understzad the
wature of the Act relating to the Volunteer srganiza-
tion though he asked the question which he did. He
(Atty. Gen.) felt confident that hig volleague would be
just as ready to fight for our flag in case of dunger as
would the hon. members of the Oppositios, however
loudly they might talk. Bui as the custodians of the
people’s money, and those who had to answer for every
farthing which was appropriated, the Government had
a right to say that the military arrungements of the
Colony Lad been more ezpensive than they ought to
have beea. As regards Confuderation he was not at
all alarmed on the subject. We had just as good a
right vow to judge of what we were able to appropriate
towards our Militia and Volunteers as we ever bad.
He would not hesitate to express the opinion that the
sum which the Resolution before the Committee pro-
posed to place at the disposal of His Kxcelleney the
Commander-in-Chief for military purposes was quite
sufficient. The annual grant now bad got far beyond
what it ever was. Two years ago the sum voted was
£1000, and here this year, when the Government pro-
posed £2500, they were almost told that they were
disloyal. There had been a great deal of travelling out
of the record in this debate; and among other irrele-
vant matter, the hon. member for Belfast (Mr. Duncan)
had stated that he had boughé warrants at 25 per cent.
discount when the Liberals were formerly in power;
but he did not state——pevrhaps ha did not know~that the
rate of inferest then was about 25 per cent.

My, BRECKEN maintained that it was im-
proper that our Statutes should provide that the volun-
teers should not be called away from the Colony in
case of an emergency. We had heard a great deal
sbout loyalty, but he thought it was no great evidence
of cur desire to support the national flag, if our forces
were prevented from being called to the frontier when
an invasion was threatened or attempted. He was
inclined to the opinion, however, that in the eventofa
war breuking out in which these Provinces were in-
volvéd, w. would be more likely to require assistance
than afford 3% 1o ethers, conequently be believed that,
though the clause in the Act, limiting the services of
the volunteers to this Colony was repealed, yeot they
would never be summoned away from the Island. He
was an anti-Confederate~—that was, be did not think
that fair terms had been effered to this Colony; still he
considered it would be very selfish for us to retain all
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sur smell wilitary foree to vurselves. i‘ﬁ hear of vur
young volunicars going to the Uazadian frosiier would
afford him hittle or wo satisfuction ; but 5o say that they
shiould not go wes discreditable. Such avtion on ihe
pert of thiv House, instead of strengthening, weakened
our ast-Curicderate position. He thought if the
people of the other Provinces knew that there was &
elause in our Sratutes, providing that our volunteers
should not be rulled away from the Island, they would
be dispused v mdicule ns. The Governmen, there-
fore; aught to come forward and repeal the clause, that
it inight no longer be a discredit to the Colony.

Hon, Mr. HENDERSOMN thought he had probably
been misundersiced. He had nob entered into the
westion of Coufederation. On that subject, as we had
%espansibie Governmest, the best course was to allow
both sides of the guestion to be luid before the people,
aad let thew decide. He had never denied that terms
of union might be obtained thai were just; bub he
would be an asti-Confederate until good terms were
roposed. In connection with this question, however,
e believed it would be for the interest of the Colony to
keep up its volunteer ornanization, and pot to say that
the men should on no acocuat be caulled to serviee
abroad ; at least, if they voluntecred to go, the law
should not prevent them. This, he believed, was the
principle on which the volunteer organization was based
1o the neighboring Provioees.

Mr. BRECKEX had ot alluded to the hon. mcmber
for Murray Huarbor, but to the clausc in the Aet relating
¢o volunieers, which prevented them from being ealled
to service off the Island. He thought that part of the
faw was un iujury to the anti-Cenfederate vamse. e
considered that the grast for miliary parpuses wus put
down at a very low figure; but be aurced with the hoa.
member {tr Tignish, that the revenue this yeur would
probably te a suall one, and therciore perhaps the
Government were wise in not niwing alurge sum iu
the resolution now before the Cowmitiee.

Hop, Mr. DUNUAN was decidedly io favor of keep-
ing up the Militia and Voluuteer orgavizatioy, us the
mopey was spout on the Island  They had heard the
som of £2500 numed; bat be thougbt the grans ought
te have heen for L3500

Hon. Me. HOWLAN said the vstimate was for the
amount reguived for this yoar’s service.  Besides this
grant, u sum would be reguired to meet the acconnts fir
some articles urdered fast vear, such as suits of cloth-
ing;. and whun thesé were paid for, the outlay thisyear
would be vewrly £4000.

Hon, Mr. DUNCAN.—The sum for clothing came
out of the Volunteers’ pay.

Hon. Mr. IOWLAN.—This wns a speeimen of the
hon. member's reasoning ; though the late Government
expended money, and this Government had to pay their
bills, it wade no difidrence as long as there was a credit
of 5o much to the Government on the first of April.

‘Hon. Mr. LAIRD =aid that a great deal of the
money expended last year under the vote placing the
whole revenue at the disposal of the Government, in
cuse of a (hreatened Fenian invasion, had been laid out
in erecting drifl sheds, and these sheds were built after
the Fenian danger was over,

Hou. LEADER OF THE QPPOSITION. —There
was » Statute authorizing them to be built.

Hon. M. LATRD.—True, but this Houss beld the
purse strings; and though thére was & Stetute agthor-
izing the erection of dril sheds, ithe Governmentehould
‘not have taken money - for that purpose without an
express vote of the Legislature. Some hon. members
ou this side of the House had advanced the idea thas
the voluntecrs shonld be allowsd to do service sbroad,
and the suggestion seemed to be wormly taken up by
the Opposition, though they themselves had introduced
the ¢lause inte the Act, which they now wished to be
repealed. He was glad to find that they were pro-
gresing in thelr views. ‘ .

tion. LEADER OF TOE OPPOSITION said he
supported striking ont that clanse last session. -

Hou, Mr LAIRD thoughs the hon. member ought to
have made hisinfluence felt.  Aceording tothe present
lav our volunteers are not allowed to go across the
Struits to aid our neighbors in case of an invasien.
But this was a fair specimen of the acts of the Con-
servative Goversment. He (Mr. Laird) had great
duubts as to the utility of driliing Militia in this Island
every year. We saw that in the United States durisg
the late war, men who came out of workshops and were
drilied. sbout six days, made good seldiers, and won
battles; and might not our men do the same without
the ineconvenienve of an annusl drill of several days?
But he believed that most of those who were
now being drilled in this Colony, would go to their
loug home before their services would be required on
the field of battle. . '

e BRECKEN remarked that the Volunteer Bill,
when first introduced by the hou, member for George-
town { Mr. Hoviland) did not contain the home service
cliuse 16 which so frequent reference had been made
in this debate. . The clause was inserted in the Bill at
the suggestion of the bon. Leader of the Opposition: of
thut day, the hon. Leader of the present Government.
This was one point which the-hon. Leader of the
Opposition vidlded to the hon. gestleman now the
Leader of the Government of which the hov. member
tor Bedeque was n member, and yet he sald it was 2

{faiv specimea of the sets of the Conservative party.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD had hceard the hon. Leader of
the Opposition state the other day that it was the duty
of an Opposition fo oppose every measare introduced
by the Government. He (Mr. Laird) supposed that
the Leader of the Opposition of that duy held .the
same doctrine, and was carrying it out when he sug-
gested the clause in question. It was certainly weak
on the part of the late (overnment to yield to the
then Leader of the Oppesition,

Me. BRECKEN,—Would the hon. member say
that he himself had not yielded in mavy things?

Ton, Mr. LAIRD.—The Government had no time
even to improve or amend the Act on the Statute Book,
from the mismanngement of the late Government
in having delayed the lilection so long. g

Hon. Mr. DUNCAN.—Why could not the Legisla-
ture have been called eatlier? e was of opinion,
from the remarks of some hou. gentlemen, that the
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present Lmdm‘ of the Goverpwent found it rather dn’fl-
enﬁz to munage his supporters.

Me HOWAT remarkud that, wo far us he wuid‘
.maiicu _!lme was nothing in iha At to provent i
velunteer from golog vnywhete he chose  Suppusing
hat un attempt were made o cbwpel 4 volunteer o go
to Cauade for instance, he bad ihe privilege of vesign-
ing and leaving the organization anurciy, and thus a
pew Act would have to be passed, if it were considered
-desirable to wake veiumeam lisble to serve in other
sountrios,

Hoe 1 R OF PHE OPPOSITION  bserved
-thiat volunteers eould Boi mm;,n whew inuctive service,
snd c¢ven when vl in service, they were unable to
resigh withomt giving certain notice. '

Mr. HOW AT thought that if such coercive luss
wore vnacied, the volustecrs would not enrol theme-
selves, but cuns idwe~xi that they pussessed patriv:isw
enongh to serve, of their own free will, iv Canadi nod
elscwheu, when necessary ; and added that whes men
were pressed iuto service, very little esull be expected
from them. He did not see wuch danges .. muteuzr-r
the Colony at present.  Danger threuiteed last year
and'the. whole rovenue was vmed but there was nu
necessily for keeping up a continual agitation, ‘The
resolutivn presented by the Guverameut reeommended
what he cousidered o reasonable awouut, when the
state of the Colony was taken into considerution, Ue
was sure the Governmest were willing to do everyihing
in their power to protect the Tstan?.

Hon. Mr. DUNCAN hud omiited to answer one
remark of the hon. member for Bedeque {Mr. Laird).
That geatleman had wlladed to the A‘nenc\m soldiers in
the Lne war, and hud told the hon. Comwitice that
they were ready fo the field in six days.  Did he mean!
to assert that they had neverdrilled previousiy 7 11 so.
be would beg o correct bim. Buat allowing thu,
without I\nomnu anything of military taciics, they ha &'
been prepared for the field in six days, the peoy e nt
this Ish,.m if previvusly drilled, could Lc u,u.d!v «e:ub
in gne ( tv««’hvu days soouer. The A “rivans, Esu\ﬂ-
ever reduy they might huve been to Lo inw the tield,
did net wasplay suy great amoust of vufu!‘ at o Buil’s
Hun;” and it was a very long time befure mu;
could suecessfully compete with the South.  He counld
tell the hon. member that he had seen companies of
militia in different sections of the Northern States, that |
could go through their drill well. It was not the work
of a day to muke men fit for soldiers,—the truth of
which statement the hon. and gallant Colonel from
Tignish could probably vouch for. It must have taken
him a considerable time to become acquainted with drill
and wilitary tactics. {Hear Hear.)

Mr. P. SINCLAIR thought that it was not right tof
compel the volunteers to do duty out of the C@luny s}
it was quite enough to expect them to sorve at home.
Large numbers of them were farmers and others, who)
would be much inconvenienced by beieg so drafte
from the Island. Ifthere was anything wrong in the
law, it should have been umended by the late Govern-
ment.

Mr. PROWSE said that there was one question
which he would like to hear answered, and that was, to
what purpose the grant of £2500 was to be applied?

!
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Houw, ATTORNEY GENERAL » theut
fvegolutive siated the obicct of the grani,
autr o iete the detuils of the matier.

linteuded to ¢arry out the prosent arrangemants g

wilitia sy=tum, so fur 2s that sum could do it

1;311«.1‘}. B

He sould not
Tha prant was
¥ ﬂ;a.‘

H

The Resolgtion, as savaitted, was then vuieed o
Hows Arrorwsy Geseral then moved a resolution
grauting the sum of £300—£20 for Quvus's, and
£150 each for King's und Prince Counties—ior ihe
velief of Puupers, which pussed without cotment.

Siemme Communication fmf Hing’s County.

iXon. Arrouxky Gexeran thes moved o Resolntion
granting the sum of £000 for Steam Comminuication
to hmg’s County, which was scwndtd by Mr Kick-

hagp.

Hou Mr DUNCAN did uot think that thy sum voled
way snfficient. He was of opinion that the Steam
cenununication eontewiplated could not be carried oug
for tlie sum of £600.

Hen, ATTORNEY GENERAL wus surprised 1o
hewr the hon. member speak in svch a manuer, since
)1 he bad last vear voted iux 4 stn of £2300 for the sume
purpose.

Mr. HOWAT did not vise to oppose the Resolu-
tion, for e was in favor of apyvthing which wonld
benefit the Island. His disudet, however, and & large
portion of the country in that du'eu:lon had not been
fairly dealt with. Last year some propo»&l for hay-
ing steam communication established with that see-
tiou of the Island had been Lrought forward, bat it
had been stauted that the wharves were not ﬂuﬁxuemiy
extended to aflord a depth of waier which would
allow a steamer to ply regulavly. e did not expect
that anyvthing would be doue duri ing the present Ses-
ston, but uunted ihie fome nupmvexzu_m wouald
shorily be mude in the Crapand barbour, and then
stenn communication might be expected. ‘Tle hoped
that the hon. memnbers hmn that part of the country
would interest themseives in the watior.

Hon. \h DUXNCAN thought that the hou, membes
from Tryou, since he had brouuht up the subject of
steam eoinmuaication to Crapuaud, should sive the
hon. Committee sowe Turther particnlars as o the
deph of water in thut harbor.  Ife (Mr. Dancan)
kuew something about sieam navigation, and kuoew
that it was mmnsqh‘o for steamers to call at any port
whiech they eould not enter at low tide.

My, HOWAT explained ihat it was contemplated
to yun a wharf to the outside of the bav, in ovder to
afford a suflicient dépth of water. He had mervely

igvished at present to call the uttention of ihe Goveru-

ment to the matter.

Ale. PROWSE bad heard that it was not probable
that steam communication wonld be establizhed with
Wing’s County during the present vear, and he was
not at all surprised at it. 1le expecied this would be
the ecase whin be read the advertisement for steamers
to run twice o week., That was making rather large

{ promises, and he woull not be aurpust,d at thelr not

bcmn' fultilled.

Hon., ATTORNEY (GEXERAL said that the Gov-
ernment had advertised for tenders to run o steawer
either-once ov twice o week. -

AMr. PROWSE was aware of that, but thought that
if once or twice afortnight had been 'numuned inthe
advertisement, theve w buld have been more probabi-
lity of the scheme being carvied out, as that wes quite
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often cusugh for a stewwer 1o run fo Bouvis andd
Burray Herbow. ' I wus strange that o small 2 grant
should hpve been recommended, when there was a
Compeny in the Isdand who could give vvery infor-
nigtion. oo

Hon. My, DUNCAN tous an interest in the matier,
not ouly from the fact that he represented a District
which would be veey much benefited by it indivectly,
But from having tormerly veprescuted Murvay Harbor,
one point to which it was propoesed fo rau-the steam-
gy, He was, however, of opluion, that there was uct

depih of water » permit of o stezmer culling there at
any time.

Mr, KICKHAM would differ with lhe hon. mwem-
ber for Murray Harbor, (Mr. Prowse) when hestated
that once a forinight was quile often encugh fora
steamer to call ab Souris. If a steamer werve teply
onee & week to Souvis, from the first of July till
‘autumn, she would have o full freight every trip.

Houn. Mr. DUNCAN would like to know whai
depth of water there was at Souris. He had always
thought that it was in the same state as Crapaud.

Mr. KICKHAM could inform: the hou. member
upon that point. Alek. Leslic, Eaq., one of his sous
and be (Mr. Kickbam) had a few weeks ago, durip
gpring fides sounded the barat low water, and foun
the depth five feet six inches. They had the same
day sounded at bigh water, and found the depth
eleven feet nine inches. Te considered that any
ordinary vessel could enter the harbor with safety.

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN coansidered it the duty of the
Government to open ap sl the lines of sicam com-
municarion possible. If £500 or £60U would open the
fine proposed, it would be wmoney well expended.
The hon member for Belfasy consideved the amount
meuntioned in the Resolution too swall, but it shouid
be remembered that there were other peepl beside
that Lon. gentleman, who knew something about
steamiers, The steamers plying between tias Island
and Boston recelved nothing from our Government,
they were trying to baild op a frade without any
sabsidy. In a Coulony such as this, where we had to
depend upon agricalture and fsheries, it was the
daty of a government to bring forward every incasure
in their power, which would open up trade aud
eucourage industry. He was glad to hear the hon.
member fromw Tryon speak as he had, and if it were
poseible to have 1 steamer eall at Crapaud, he would
be ready to support a grant for that parpose. Lo
thought it strange that bon members from that part
of the coantry which wounld beunefit by the grant,
befors the hon. commitiee, should throw obstacles in
the way, when they must acknowledge the advantage
of having steaw communication. The fact that #
asome harbors the depth of water was not very great,
should not, in his opinion, prevent steamers from
piving thither. He had sevn a Steamboat at Pictou
which only diew two feet of water, and thought tha
oue of that description wounld probably answer, where
the water was not of sufficient depth {o permit ordin-
ary boats to run. The Government wounld ascertain
when they received the tenders, whether the amount
proposed was sufficient. They would, however, do
everything in their power to Lonefit the trade iu that
part of the Island.

Mr PROWSE would correct the statument made
by the hon niember who had just spoken, that mewn-
bers from that part o1 tue counfry were nnt in faver
of the grant proposed. He (BMr. Prow-e) was in
favor of steam communication with the eastern part
‘of the Island, but oblected to having advertise-

wents for tenders inserted In the public papers, when
there was veally no intention of ecarvying the projest
out. He was shnost serprised that advertisements
had sot been juserted for tenders to run a Rallway to
Bt. Peter’s Bay in order to strengthen some of the
friends of the Governmeut in that part of the vountry.
Although he would like to see a steamer running io
Seuris, Georgetown, sod Murrsy Harbor, twiee o
week, be wonrld, rathey than not have her af all, be
sutisfied if she would ply once or twice a fartnight-,
Hon. members did not appear to understond him;

HOW L ) JHRE LSV hat when he had spoken a8 often in the House as the
z wharf ab that Port which would give asoafficient! v

Lon. member for Tignish, he would be able to spesk
wmiove iutelligibly. .

Houn. sle. DUNCAN was in favor of the project, it
it could be carrvied out. Ie thought, howsver, that
there must have been some misiake made in the
soundings given by the hon. member for Souris. A
fow vears ago, there was very little water on the bar
in that harbor.

Mr. KICKHAMN explained, that a large breakwater
had Jately been built at Souris, which had very greatly
increased the depth of water on thebar. A packei
had rop during the whole of last summer, without
having becn deTayed one hour for ihe want of a suff-
cient 3epth of water. The breakwatey spoken of had
been very much exiended during the past winter,
and there was, thorefore, far less bar this spring, than
last antumu.

Mr. P. £INCLAIR was of opinion that in the pre-
sent state uf Crapand Harbor, it would be impossible
for a stemwmer to enter it regunlarly. He thought that
the Superiniendent of Public Works should visit that
foeality, in order to report upon the state of the har-
bor, and that a proper whart should, if possible, be
built there, so thut the steamer might call on her way
to Summerside. Some persons from that part of the
econntry had told him that they did not intend to
apply for a grant for steam communication this year,
but purposed tirst building a wharf to afford a depth
of water suflivient to enable & stearner o ply regularly.

Mr OWEN was in favorof having steam comnuuicn-
tion with the eastern sections of the Island, but thonght
that, as the amount in the resolution was small, it
might be as well ut first to have the steamers run onee
a week to Georgetewn, and once a fortuight to Wurray
Harboraund Souris  Something would have to be ...
for the harbor at Souris, in order to deepen the watey,
28 he did not thivk there was sufficient water on the
bar to allow s stegmer to enter at all tides; and any
person at all acquainted with steam navigation knew
that it was abswrd to expect a steamer to wait ouiside
the harbor for Ligh tides. ‘

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL counsidered the re-
marks of the hon. inember for Cardigan very practical.
They showed that he was well acguainted both with
the localities in question, and with steam navigation.
The reselution. however, did not specify the frequency
of the stenmer’s visits, but left thet matter inthe hands
of the Government. e

Flon. Mr. DAVIES sald that the remarks of the hon.
member for Murray Havbor conveyed the idea that the
bringing of the vesolution before the Commiitee was a
delusion.  He (By. Prowse) appeared to be of opinion
that the awount to be granted was too small, aud the
hon. momber for Belfast thought so Jikewise. 1If those
or oiher hon members considered that it was not the in-
tention of the Government to carry out the ohjsct
expressed iv theresolution,he would tell them that they
were mistaken,—that the Government did infend to

earry it out, and that they considerad the sum named
sufficient for the purpose. He wounld alse remind
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ikioss gentlemen that the P. E. Istand Steam Nevigs-
tion Company bad ren a bout to Miramiehi without
the’ eaftaing

&

Brundwick

of geiling u sabsidy from the New
vernment, Co ) L

* Hon Mr.DUNCAN would correchhis bon. wm;gne 1l

Bofors ths bout commenced ruuning, the subsidy had
Beea prowised, o L : o

Eon, Mr. DAVIES adiniited the {ruth of that stete-
mont, The boai had been pufb on the youie for the
puipose of getting o subsidy pot greater probably than
that proposed in the Beselution; and if the snbsidy
would pay inons case, it should ia another.

_ Mr. MACKEILL agreed with the remarks which
hed been made by différent Hou. members relative to
the imporcanee of sleam counmunication belween the
different barbours of this Island. It was perhaps too
much lo expect & grant io establish such communica-
tion with his part of the Ysland just at present; bui, as
& large trade wae doue there in fish, which was a very
henvy article, he thought it would scon be the duty of
the Government to take the malter into their consid-
eration. The water in the harbours on the north side
of the Island was not very deep, but, as had been re-
marked by the hon. member for Tignish, some steam-
boats were buils especially fer running in shallow
water. He thought that, if 2 subsidy were granted,
seme American company would probably run a boat
to the north side. ‘ . ' '

Hon. Mr., DUNCAN.—The boats whichk had been
mentioned by the hon. member who had kst spoken,
as being built for running in shallow water, were very
dnngerous'in s stormy. That class of vessels was in-
tended for rivers, and was very different from the class
ased in deep water. =

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN supposed that the ¢ Heather
Belte”” would do for the north side. *

Hou, My, DUNCAN replied that the Heather Belle
~would not do, thoagh her firame was stvong—sironger
than Lloyd’s inspection required. No vessel with a
house on deck would be safe in deep water during a
storm, The hon. member from Tignish was rather
fond of alluding to the * Heather Belle”” in & slighting
manner. ' . ‘ ‘ '

My, MACNEILL stated that it wonld not be neces-
sary that the steamer should run the whole year, but
enly & few months in the summer, when storms did
1ot prevail,

Hop. Mr, HOWLAN . ~Tho charges of the hon. mem-
ber for Belfast were not eorrect. He (Mr. Howlan)
had never circulaled reports about the Heather Belle.
1;;\1 g:aiii ke had ever said weas that she was woi fit for
the Gulft © | : :

Hon. Mr. DUNCAN believed that the hon. member
had stated sll that be kuew about the matter.

Mr, MACLENNAN thought that if such discussions
wers £0'be kept up on every resolution brought before
+he House, it would be impossible to'get the Revenue
Bill passed before the st of May.

Hon. Mr. HENDERSON would like o ask the hon.
momber for Tignish whether he considered the amount
of £600 sufficient to procurs steamers for the purpose
proposed. - -

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN answered that the Government
would Be bbtter able to inform the hon, membar when
the tenders wers received. - o

Fon. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION said that
the Government would bave had no epposition if they
had worded the resolution diffsrently, and had made
it read s s1x bundred pounds, or s sum sufficient.”

12

- The rgsolution, s submitted, was then agrecd to by
the Committes. The Chalvman reported progress,
and the House udjourned.
ol - Frivay, Apeil 26,
Mr. Berz, from Commitics of Bupply, reporied five
reselutions of the said Committes, four of which were
vead aod agreed to by the House. When the ffth
resolution was read, granting L8000 for steam come
muuication to King's County and the quesiion of
coneusrencs wag pat therson— i .
Hon, Leaver oF vaE Orrosition wmoved in smend.
ment, seconded by Mr. Prowszp that the *resolu.
{ion bs recommitted to a Commities of the whole
House in supply, for the purposs of increasing the vote.
to o suzn sufficlent;’~and said that, in woving ihe
vesolution, he might vemark that he had promised his
coustituents that he would use all his influence te

endesvour to obtain steam communiontion for Kiog's

County. He fully conourved in the opinion advanced
by the hou. member for Tignish, who last night had
said that it was the duty of the Gevernment for the
time being, to exert every reasonable effort to exiend
and facilitate the intarcourse between all pavis of the
Island and the capital, and also with the main land;
aid therefors he had moved that the resolution be
referved back, to amend the same by voling z som
sufficient. ‘

Hon. Mr. MACAULAY, iu supporting the amend-
ment, said {hat {he sum mamed in the resviution wae
inadequate for the service to be performed; that
King's Couniy never bad full justice done to her in
the matter of steam communication; and he was surg
that no hon. member from King’s County would vote
against the amendment.

Mr.HOWAT would be glad to see the sum insreased, .
did the revenue admit of it, but wished to kuow in
what position the carrying of thiz amendment would
place the Government. The hon. the Leader of the
Opposition was the fivst to move that the Government
should have the power to initiate sll money voies,
That power had now been pluced in the haunds of the
Government, and he did not see how the amendment
could be carried; for if the Government were fostand
or fall by their measures, their fate would depend
upon esrrying out the vesolution as brought dowm.

e wonld thereforve vote for the resoiution as subinit-
ted in the estimates.

Hon. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION explained
by saying that the hon. member need not be alarmed
—that such was not the intention of the amendment at
all. The hon. member, he said, should remember that
his learned friend,the hon, Attorney General, had made
similar motion last vear, which resulted in doubling
tie amount submitted in the estimates brought dowan
by the Government; and yet the Government was not
defeated. The amendment wasnotatesiatall. Inthe
House of Commons, such resolutions were often
carried in oppeosition to the Governmeunt, withond
effecting the position of the Ministry.

M1, HOWAT.—Could this amendment ba carried
withont defeating the Government ?

Hon. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION.—Yes.

Mr. HOWAT.—The initiation of mouey vobes was
a farce.

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL said that the amend-
ment referved to by the hon. the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, which was brought in by himself last yeur, was
» case exactly parallel, and resulted in having the gues-
tinn referred back to the Committee of Sapply, when
the zum was raised from £150 to £300; but the sarry-
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ing ol thut resolution did net brosk up the Gevernment.
Na ons could desive wore than he did the extousion of
steara comununication to King's Codnty; bu}, after
giving (he matier & careful cansi&amt?c)ﬁ_, the {zovprae
ment fel¢ that, in the embarrassed state in which they
found the egngiry on coming into power, they would
not be justified in voting &
:spec—:iﬁgd in the resolution this yenr; but he hoped the
Gevernment wounld soon be in'n position to do wore
for steam communication, i

Hon. Mr DAVIES said that,besides the reason given
" by his learned and hou. friend on his vight {the Atbty.
Teneral), he might mentiovn that the Bieamboat Com-
pany were under an agresment to run their boats three
fimcs & week to Bhedias, Last year, the Government
gelioved the company of one trip to Bhediac, on condi-
tion of their running opo trip & week ¢o Miramichi;
snd if an arrangement could be made this year to re-
Hiove the company of one trip to Shediac, 16 would en-
able thew to give that time to King’s County. Thesam
yoted was small,but af the same time it was double that
which had been voted last year, and he hoped that the
intereste of Kiug’s County would increass in the same
vaiio. He was sure that the Government weve desir-
ous of extending stenmn communication to Xing's
County, te the full extent that {he resonrces of the
conntry would warrant them in doing. o

The question was then put on the amendment, which
was negatived on {he following division:—

¥or the amendment—Hon. Messrs. Haviland, Mac-
sulay, Henderson; Messrs, Brecken, Kickham, Green,
Ramsay, McLennan, Owen, Prowse—(10).

Against it—Hon. Messys. Attorney General, Kelly,
Laird, Callbeck, Davies, Howlan; Messra. Jenkius,
Howat, Macneill, P. Sinclaiy, G. Sinclair, Avsenanlt,
Cameron, Bell—(14). . T

Hon. ArrosNey GENERAL presented to the Housa the
Im&mse and Execise Accounts, alzo Heturns of Light
and Anchorage dues for the past year.

Ordered that said Aécounts-do lic on the table.

Hon Leaper or 188 Oppostrion said it would be very
detddrable to include in the estimaies some small sum
for fhe protection of our fisheries, & branch of industry
which be belisved would yet prove an invalnable in-
heritanes (o the people of this Ipland. The Americans
bhaving denied the Celonies free trade, we should be
prepared, in common with the rvesi of British Ameri.
es, to defend our rights. ‘ i '

Wayvs and MHeans.

On motion of the Hon. ATrorNey GeExemay, the
House went into the order of the day, viz:—

Committee of the whole on the comsideration of
Weaye and Means, My, G. Bixonar in the Chair.

Hon. My, HOWLAN said that in view of the late-
ness of the Sessien, and the necessily for having the
Revenue Bill passed with ag little delay as possible,
the Government thought it betfer not ib make any
material alteration in the Tariff of last year. He had
noticed that in Nova. Bcotia and New Brunswick they
bad pursued asimilar course. The ounly alieration the’
Government therefore proposed to make this vear was
to increase the duty on Rom and Whiskey six pence
per gallon, which it was thought would raise an extrs,
revente of two or three thousand pounds. He wounld
submit the following-— i : S

Resolved, That the peveral rates and dutles hmposed
and levied by, and wnder the Act 19th Victoria, Chapter 1,
as amended by the Act 28th Victorin, Chapter 3, and 29th

larger sum for the object]

ing hereof and woill the First day of May, A. D. 1868, and
wmended us follow: ) } : .

Bpirits, pamely— Giu, Cordisls, and Whiskey, imporisd
into this Island at any other Ports, for avery gallon there-
of of sny strength under snd not exceeding the strenglh
of proof, 48 per gallon. R

~ Ang for every bubble below 28 in sumbey, by the bubble,
an additional Threepence halipenuy per Ok, .

Rum, or other distilléd spirituous Liguors imported into
this Island not exceeding the sirength of proof by Byke's
Hydrometer, and so in preportion forany grester strengih
than the strength of proof, and landed at the Ports of
Cherlostetown, Georgetown, Sununerslds, and Souzis, per
Gallon, two shillings. . :

Hum, or other distilled Spirlinous Liguors imported into
this Island at any other Ports, for every Gallon thereof, 6f
any strength, under and not exceeding the streugth of
proof, 28 by the bubble, Two Shilings per Gallon. =~

And for every bubble below 26 in number, by the bubble,
an additiooal two penceper Gullon. : :

Bgving snd excepting all exemptions reserved and con-
taiped in and by the Eighth Seciion of the Act 18th Vie- .
toria, Chapter 1. s

Mr. OWEN thought that the duty on Kerosene oil

»

should be reduced {o sizxponce.

Hon. Mr. HOWILAX said, that as oil was s prodaei
of Canads, and as we did pot know whai slteiations
that Province contemplated making ii its tariff, the
Government thought that it was betler not io ehange
the duty oun that article this year. - ’

Mr. PROWSE remavked thai it was-well known
that the ?eopls in the country depended more upon
this oil for lighs than did those in the City, and he
thought that if the duty was kept at its present 1ste
there ought to be a daty levied upon ithe gas used in
Charlotistown. - )

Mr. OWEN considered that the duty on Canadian
flour, coming by the United Siafes, should be taken.
off. It appeared to him as uanreasonable aud unfair to
be compelled to pay a duty upon flour bought in Can-
ada when it came vig Portland. ' ‘

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN was of the opinion that the

eonstraction which had been put upon the Law in

that matier was not corvect. e said that flour com--
ing from Canada vie U. 8. was put into locked apart-
ments in the ears, and was intended to eome throngh
as parcels; and flour so coming through, be belisved,
'was not hitended by the Act to be liable to doty.. He
thought, therefore, that the comstruction put unpon
the law was not covreet.  If the flour had been bonght
in the United Siates it would be different.

Mre., OWEN believed that dour from Caunads wia
the United States could not come here fres of duty on
the principle explained by ibe hon. member from
Tignish... : o

Mr. HOWAT said that as they had all voted for the
duty last year, and no complaints had been laid before
the House réspecting it, he thoaghz there conld be ne

bavm ia voling for it now, especially as there was nok
time this Session to enter fully into the matter.

The resolution, as sabmitted, was then reporied
agreed to, and having been sgain read at the Clevk's
tﬁbie, andl the guestidn of conenrrence pot o the

OUE—~—~

- Mr. Owex moved in smendment to the question,
seconded by Mr. Prowsz, that the words— but thas
flonr, the product of Canads, be received free of duty,
~when brought here ¥de the United States,” be added
at the end thereof, ’

Hon. Mr. Howrax then movid that My,

Owax have

¥ictoris, Chapter 1, be continned from nnd after the pass-

leave to withdraw his smendwent,
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Fov Br. Howiax's motlon¥ion, Messrs, Howlsy,
Tallbock, Attorusy Genoral, Helly, Laied; Messrs.
Agsensult, Cameron, Kickbam, Rumsay, Jenkiug,
P. Binclair, G. Binclair, Bell-—(18). '

Against it--Messrs., Owen, Howst, Prowsse, Mag.
lennan; Hon. Messrs. Macaulay, Henderson—(6).

The.gﬁ’igiu&f rg&sa!gtian was then agreed lo, and &
Commitice appointed to bring iv o Bill in sccordance
therew_u_h.

 Bevenue Bil

Hon. Arrorwey GENERAL, from the last preceding
Commitice appointed, presented to the Hoase a Bill
for Ralslug a Revenue, which was received and vead s
first time. The rule of the House sgaingt readisg o
Bill twice in the same day, was then suspended, and
the Bill read a second tins.

Hon. Arvvoswey Gexerar then moved that the
House resolve itself into a Commities of the whole, to
{ake the Bill into consideration. He was aware that
this was nof the usual course, but he had spoken to
his learned fricnd (the Leader of the Opposition), who
said that no cbjection would be taken to the motion. -

Hon. My Homm gsecouded the motion, when the
House resolved itself into the seid Commitics,—Mur.
&, Simncraie in the Chaip ) :

Mr. OWEN was still of opinion that the duty should
be takeén off Canadian flour, coming by way of the
United Sistes; and also thai it was the duty of the
House to reduce the tax on kerosene oil. i

When the clause on patent'medicines was read—

Mr. PROWRSE said that the duly on these medicines
should be reduced. He thought thatthere were many
persous in thé couniry, who probably would employ

- medical gentlemen if they were near to them, while
{here were many others who could nol, on account of
the cost; aud in both these cases patent medicines
were of great sexvice. He was of opinion that the duty
upon this class of medicines was not merely & daty
upon the poor man, but a duty upon the poor sick
man, He would therefore recommend that i$ be re-
duced to—say twelve per cent. :

-Hon., M. HOWLAN thought that patent medicines
shoold betaxed high. He showed that a great deal of
fmposition had been practised, and mavy ialse entries
had been made with these medicines,—s0 much so,
that in order to profect deajers in pure drugs, and the
rvevenne from fraud, a high duty had to be imposed
wpon thie class of medicines. He bad no doubt, bow-
ever, but that the hon. and learned member for Char-
Iottetown conld afford them some iuformation on this
subjeet. C :

My, OWEN fully concurred in the opinion of the
hon. member for the firat district of Prince County
(3r, Howlan), He considered that a high daty
should be levied on patent medicines.

Mr. PROWSE thought that high daties wereno pro-
tection against false eniries of auy kind.

Tion, My. HENDERSON considered that the only
way we had of protecting ourselves was by levying a
high duty, and believed it necessary fo do so.

Dr. JENEINS said that, as he had been referred to,
he would say that his opinion was that the less of this
elass of medicines were used, the better. He consid-
ered them useless as medicines, and thought they
ghounld be highly taxed, for, in following this conrse, if
they did no good to those who used them, those who.
imported them would increase the revenue by the duty
they would have to pry. He thonght that the higher
ghe duty was raised the better. .

Aﬁ‘et; some further discussion, the Commitiee rose,
the Chairman reported progress, and the House ad-
journed for vue hour. ' -

AFIERNOON BESEION.

House sgain in Cormmittee on Revenues Bill

ported agreed to, and ordeved to be cngrossed. .

He-

-Hoen. ArTrorney GEvpraAL, s wmember of Hep
bajesty’s Executive Council, presented to the House
the Accounts of the Commissioners of Public Lands
for the yeur ending Blet Janusry, 1807, which wers
referred to the Committee on Public Accounts.

On motion of the Hon. ATToBNEY GENERAL, the
House resclved itself into s Commitiee of the whale,
for the further consideration of supply. S

Hon. Arrornsy GENERAL submitted s resolution,
placing at the disposal of the Government the sums
ugually grented for Public Printing, &c.; &o., which
was agreed to. ' -

Gramt for Eiections, &e.

Hon. ATTorNEY GENERAL submitted the following
resolution s ‘

Resclved, That the following sums be granted and i:lm& aé
the disposal of the Government for the following serviess :—

Inenrvence and contingont expensos of Victoria

BATTackS. . eescen sescev noe menve e creceemeere £300 @ 0
Protection of the Revenne, if required.......... 200 ¢ 0
Stesmbont Inspector....ccecvieiecvreviiieee. 60 @ O
Pablic Surveys in connection with Land Office, 800 ¢ ©
Hospital... cives ves v v ot res s ves cnenn e 56 0 0
Asssssors under Education Ack.......... 25 0 0
Deaf and Domb Institation ot Halifax... 56 0 ¢
St Pauls and Scattarie Lights....... 45 6 6
Goveroment House Commitlee.. ..ot 8506 O ©
Repairs to Colonisl Building, snd improve. -

ments of BQUATE...cw oo crininmens 188§ @
BeChiOn v ver sor ere varsvnmar sonsen 150 ¢ @

He observed that the last item (£150), to provide for
Elections, was much smaller than the grant of last year
for that purpose. He did not know whether there
would be a dissolution of the House before next winter
or not; but, if un election were necessary before that
time, the amount named in the resolation would pro-
bably be too small. The first item was the sum neces-
sary to keep the Barracks insured and in repair. The
£350 to the Government House Committee was the
sum required to keep Crovernment House in repair.
Last year £2000 had been granted for the protection of
the Fisheries, but as it was impossible to tell whas
gourse would be pursued in the maiter this year, the
sumn of £200 had been inserted in the resolution for the
protection of the revenue, if required. The other
items were very nearly those granted every year.

Hon. LEADER OF THE QOPPOSITION did net
know whether the remarks of the Hon. Atty. General
illustrated the truth that ¢ coming events cast their
shadows before,” when he said. that possibly a larger
sum than £150 might be required for Elections. It
was rather too.soon, he thought, after hon. members
had come fresh from their constituents, to think of 2
Gieneral Election. The hon. geotlemen who had
brought in the resolution, need not take any credit to
shemselves because the amount for elections was less
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than that granted lust year, for the Giovernweut then
kgew that before suotber financial year, » General
Fleotion would necessarily take place; sudthey granied

asoordingly, while the sum in the resolution now before |

_the Committee { £166) would be tou smull if & General
Elegtion took place, and oo larga if ik did mot. -

Hon, ATTORNEY GENERAL would explain the
reanon for makiog the graut. Beversl eleciions lhad
taken place since the closs of the last Hasncial year,
which had not besp puid for, and the espeuses of
whioh were to come ot of the grapt. ¥f the Govern-
ment, too, on leoking into the siate of the Coleay,
should thisk it desirable that  larger number of their
members should take office, it would be but right that
mosey should be provided to meet the expensed of the
eleotions. It had beocu prophesied uise by the Opposi-
tion that the Goveramens would break up before three
wonths, «nd if that wers the case, some provision
should be made for an election. He would, however,
jesting aside, sssure the hon. Leader of the Opposition,
that the Government would not spend one penny rmore
for elections than was really necessary.

Hon, LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION thought
that there should have been an amount in the Ksti-
mates, whether used or not, for the protection of the
fisheries. Lidst year, the very best feeling did not exist
between the United Statés and England, dnd thers was
danger that the Fenian element might cause a rupture
between the  countries: - The Imperial Government,
therbfore, drdered the Colonies not to take very active
weabures to insist upon their rights, He did not know
what course would bs adopted during the coming sum-
mer; but thought that the Government should have had
an items such as he had recommended among their
¥istimates, if they were to_ have no suppleméntary
aupplies, The grant-might be necessary to enable the
Island to act in eoncert with the other Colonies in the
protection of-—he was about to say-—the most valuable
mine of wealth we had ; for fishing was the source of
more. wealth with less labor than perbaps any other
branch of - industry. -He thought that, if the United
States would not give us the privilege of the cossting
trads, -we should exercise all our powers, and keep
their vessels outside the maring league of the treaty of
1818. Ha.therefore thought that some grant for this
purpoge should have been brought in.

The redolution a9 submitted was then carried.

Lighthouses, &c.

Hon, Arrorngy GENEmAt them woved the sub-

jurned resolution:— BEEE :

Rasolved, That tha foﬂowing’mmﬁ be granted and plsced at
the digposal of the Government for the following services :—

Resper of Bonded Wagehouss, Chatlottétown... £45 0
Uas Company, for g88... e cvee v inevie it 100 0

oo

Faolfpx__}.’u,‘o_ilizgfioau;-, 45 ergsenasnce .....,...’..130, Q-
Expenses: of Lighthouses., .. v crvaos ver svsvnrne e 1400 0
Cottage for keeper at Xast Point.....c.ccoveens 200 0

He explained that, though £200 was the sum named in
the resolution for the cottage at Wast Poiut, the Gove
ernment intended to let it by eontract, and boped to get
it buils for £180, buat as more might be required, £200
had been inserted, ' Ce ’

PARLIAMENTARY EEPORTER.

N Smmml Hond Grauis.
- Hop, Arropwgy Gunezan ithen subnitted this
resolution i :

Resoleod, That the following sums bs granted aud placed b
tho disposal of the Governient for the hbllowing services - -

Bpagial grant for!Mmadamiiiﬁg part of Main
. in Royslty and Common of -

Ohazlottetons (the same fo be expended
under tho direction of the members for
the said City of Chavlobtelown},®......... £35¢ © ©

“Specie! grant for Qeorgstown and Royalty, and
Summerside, as above, such £100... ...

To be ekpended by the Government in improv.
ing Muin Post Boad bebween Southport .
and Lot 48 Oross Boadse. ... cov oo ines

06 0 0

50 9

E500 0 9

[0

IERTTRT

# Clauge within pafa;mﬁh%ix not in original resolutiou.

Mr. MACLENNAN regrotted that the Government
had thonght it to grant so small o sum to macadamise
the vosds pear Summerside,—£150 Jess than was
granted last year. He did not rise to oppose the Gov-
ernment, for he knew that, since the initiation of
money votes was vested in the Exeoutive, the supporte -
ers of the Glovernment were as much to blame as they .
were; nor did he intend to move & resolution to in-
crease the grant, as it would not be ecarried, bui
thonght that the matter, perba%s, wight be reconsidered,
The Government ware not to be condemued for trying
to curtail the expenditure as far as possible, but it was
surely better policy to grant money for roads than for
volunteess,

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL.—The hon. member
who had last spoken appeared to think that the grans
of last year should be given every year. The hon.
Comumittes would bear in mind, however, that last
yenr's grant. was & special one, and that that did not
found & claim for an annual vote. The Government,
however, after cousidering the matter, bad resolved to
vote the sums specified in the resolution,~not feeling
themselves justified in making them larger.. With
respect to the grant given last year for Charluitetown,
he was of opision that no stone had been put upou the
‘ronds, and that they would therefore have the benetit of
last year's grant and the present one together. The
hon. member for Charlottetown gould inforin the hon: -
Comthittee as to the truth of that statement, as ke wys -
one of those uuder whose control the money wasto
have been expended. He (Mr. Hensley) believed that
the sums granted for Georgetown and Summerside hagd
beeti laid out. He had himself scen the hon. member
(Mr, Macaulay) superintendending the macadamizing -
of the roads near Georgetown, and was glad to find that .
be took so much intersst in the matter. He could
testify to the improvement which the hon, member had
made in the roads, for he had found those where the
stone Had been placed in u very much better state than

| those which weére repaired with clay. - He trusted the

hon. member would pardon him for speaking so. fresly..

Mr BRECKEN.—With respect to the money granted -
last yeiir for roads near Charlottetown he would in-
form the hon. Committes . that his late. onlleague bad
taked ihg matlox in hand., Only half the grant had

18 yot been expended, as material could not bs obtain..

ed in time to_be Iaid down last year. A lJittle over

Resolution ngreéd to.

&£200 had been [aid out leaving abont £250 beside
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the grant before the Committee, und he ivasted shat in
& very short tiwe the public would reap the advautuze
of the outluy. It wus to be vegrerted thut o lerger
sum was not to be voted this year, but thero were pro-
bably goud reasons o be given for the course pursned.
It was however not good policy to give  spesial grant
for a purpose such as this, one year, and to withhold
or deoresse it the next. The systew whish had Leen
iniroduecd. would, he hoped, be carried out by ihe

Goversment, for though cxpessive in the fisst iu!
jgentraliy p o sued throughout ike Islard, and therefove, -

stanse, it was profitable in the ead.

Dr, JENKINS thought the subject before the Uom-|
We were an agriculiur-,)

mittee & very importunt one,
al community, and as such it was very necessary that
everything should be done which could facilitate the
transport of our produce to market.
could affurd to go invdebt to build Barracks, it could
‘surely affurd to spend money in road making. He
would not say that the building of the Barracks was
uot justiable, but considered good roads of far more
importance to the Island. The subject of road-making
should be met fairly, and should be properly entored
- into by the Legislature. There was no prospect of
accomplishing any real good with the small pistances
grasied; the Government should make up their minds
toley out a consideruble suwm especially for the roads
near- the city. ‘With small sums dribbled out year
after.ycar no permanent improvement could be made
in the Roads. He would recommend that the amounts
granied should be applied under the superintendence
of the resident Representatives, as the people generally
looked upon them as accountable. He had some ex-
perionce in road-making, and kanew that different sys-
tems would have to be followed in different loealitivs.
Some roads would have to be macadamized while others
could be left almost as they were, aceording to the
nature of the soil. In most cases a central drain
would be desirable, forming two tracks, one to be used
by the vehicles passing in one direction, the other by
those passing in the other. Our roads were generally
30 wide that macadamiziog them across their full widih
would entail & very great ezpense, and if would per-
haps be better to have only part macadamized. This
mode of proceeding would secure both a soft and & hard
irack, and as our horses® feet had become tender from
having been so long accustomed to soft roads, this
would be a great advantage. The mauner in which
the roads were macadamized near the city was, though
sirong, very rough. People would not travel on them
uhless compelled, as was shown on the St. Peter’s
Eoad, where, rather than break their horses’ feet upon
the ratigh stone, many prefsrred travelling in the ditch.
If only part of the width of the road was macadawmized
a gaving would be. effected as less stone would be re-

quired. The expenditure of the grant in the resolu-|

tion shonid, he thought, be placed
.mént of the ‘memberg for the eity.

‘Hon. Mr, LAIRD, as member of the Govern-
ment, rose to. defend the votes in the Resolution.
The hon. member for Subimerside bad spoken of tle
grant for macadamizing the ¥ouds vear that town being
30 small, but he and other hon. members should recol~
‘tect that it was the intention of the Government, a2s
shown in the address in anawer to His Excelleney’s
Speesh, tu obtain reliable information on the manage-
ment of bighways with 2 view to futurs legislation.

i3

under the manage-
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tha waso i would uot buve boen wdvisable
wt grant this year when there woald pro-
bably be u better voad system established next. It was
adaittied thus vur roads were not properly made——thas
the system of road menagement pursued at pressnt was
bebind the sge. As soon as a better systewm wae ob-
tatned the viovernment would probably be prepured 't
give Hheral vrants.  Those acqualoted with road-muk-
tg kunew st gosd roads could pet be wmade by
heap™ o up clay upos them. This was the course

Such belnyg

in the nute.. . when i was 80 neeessary that the roads
should be g od, they were in most cases almost unfis
to truvel wpon,  Near Charlottetown, it was true,
stone bad boe s ysed, but good rond-makers uifowed that

ithose rooeds wre not properly mecsdamized—that the
If the country: Propery nac

stone was not pluced on thewm alter the moss approved
plan. The reasons he had given were, he believed,
those which had induced the Governwent not to make
the graants larger®this year, :

Mr. HOWAT agreed with what the hon. member
for Charisttetown (Dr. Jenkins) had sald regurding
our road system. He did abt, however, think that
there would be any advauntage gained by getting in-
formation from other countries, as the best enginesy
we could get would only be able to tell s what we
knew before—ihat nothing but stone would make good
roads; and he did not see that much information was
required in order to apply the stone properly. Iu
New Brunswick they used small stone, laid on eighteen
inches deep in the centre, with a gradual fall to the
sides, and this was probably all that was wanted here.
The hon. member for Summerside had spoken of the
grant for that town as being too small, but he must
remember thut he was one of those who vested the
initiation of money votes in the Executive, and now the
Government could bring in any votes they chose. He
{Mr. Howat) thought that perhaps they had acted
wisely in granting no more at present. '

Mr. MACLENNAN blamed the Government in
the first place, their supporters in the nexi, but
the independent members most of all.

Mr. MACNEILL considered it most important that
the roads near the towns should be made 28 well as
possible. He could not agree, however, with the hon.
member for Tryon when he said that stone was abso-
lutely necessary before good roads could be made in
this Island. If made at the proper season and in the
proper manner there was no difficulty, in most cases, in
having good roads, even with the cemmon soil. In
April or May the roads should be well ploughed and
the earth packed down, 80 that whan they became dry
& hard surface would be formed, which could never be
the case if holes were allowed to form in the spring,
and they were then filled up with loose earth. By
adopting the plan proposed he thought that we might
have as good roads as in the other Provinces. Tt
would probably be necessary to use stone on the thor-
oughfares near the towns, where the traffic was great-
est, bub in most parts the simpler and less expensive
plan would nnswer very well,

Mr. P, SINCLAIR.—The present system of road

management in this Island was not a goeod one. The
way in which the highways were neglected after the
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statate labor or sosiracts had been completed; was
especially to be condemned. He koew of no country
in which the roads were thusallowed {0 remain withont
any care being taken.of them after they were repaired,
and ss long as thut way the cuse heve, we conld never

_expeet them to be good. The roads sbould be made

when the carth wus soft, as it would then pack closely,
which it would vever do if allowed to dry frst. Some
yearys sgo, it hed been thoughl necessary to scll the
roads carlier thao wsuul, in order to enable the people

_ 4o procure sced; and that year our highways were ina

bettcr state, and remained good longer than ever before.
Money expended in that manner would be of far greater
benefic than if expended later ia the sesson, as at
present. .

~ Hon., Mr. HENDERSON agreed with the hon,
member who had last spoken, for be thonght that
wothing tended so much to make our roads impassuble,
a8 neglect after they wers made. Auncther cause of
the general had state of the highways was the fact that
the farmers did not, as a rule, make any use. of the
gubsoil on the sides of the roads. That subsoil wus
slmost like manure, and would retain moisture for 2
far longer time than the soil under it, therefore when
placed on the roads by those who performed the sham
statute labour, it made them worse rather thaun better.
If, bowever, it were used by the farmers to make com-
ost, the besefit to them would be very great, the
ower s0il could be used to make the roads, and as the
sides gradually became smooth, a substitute for three
tracks would be wade. Nobard surface coating counld
be of any use upon s soft foundation. The system
followed in Britain—and with which he was practieally
acquainted-—was to give the roads a hard rock bottom.
A certain number of inches of stone was first placed
on, and above thata eocaling of gravel, so that the
whole would pack together and form one solid mass.. A
person was appoeinied also, whose duty it was to look
after & certain number of miles of road, and wheu any
repairs were needed, to superintend them. Unless
some system of that kind were adopted here, we would
always be spending money and working at & disad.
vantage. :

Hon. Mr. MACAULAY.—The hon. member for
Charlottetown (Dr. Jenkins) had recommended haviog
our roads divided by s central drain into two tracks.
That ides was not new. In Holland, a country very
like our own in seme respects, the roads were made in
the manner described, and two tracks were formed with
& waterway between. The great prineciple in vond
making was that the ground should Ee highest in the
centre of the track, with a regular descent to the
dpaing. When that principle was not chserved, rits
would ‘always be formed in the centre of the road, from

. the fact that the water would always run in the diree-

tion of the gredtest declivity, His name had been
mentioned in conneetion with the expenditure of the
special grant for Georgetown last year. He had 1uken
much interest in the matter, and had now cause to
pride himself upon what he had done. He had not
imported stone, as had been done in Charlottetown, for
be had found a quarry in the neighborhood,—the
stone -from which answered very well, and with this
stone he had macadamized two miles of road, laying ow

farge stones at first, then flling in with smaller ones |
and gravel, and pounding all well together. This had!

W

not been done over the full width of the soad, for he
koew that, in that cese, the money granted would soon
be expended. It wus kuown by all that peeple ususlly
hurried over their statute labor, and he bad therefore
preferred employing men by the day, and by this
means the work was better done, snd mote setisfactory.
The special grant which he had thus expended last year
had done more good than bad the grants for many yenrs
previous. He thought that, if the plan of em-
ploying men by the day were gouerally adopied,
it would be far more beneficial to the country
than the presemt statute labor system. As vegarded
the placing of the special grants under the control of

-the representatives, though he was not particalarly

anxions that thal should be done, still if the Commitice
thought proper that they should be so granted, he
would be ready to do all in his power with his part of
the money. .

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL moved that an
addition be made to the cizuse befure the Committee,
providing that the grants should be expended noder the
direction of the members for Charlottetown, George-
town and Summerside, Onpe of the bon. members for
the City had wished it should be so, and he bad no
objection. It was, of course, matter of opinion whether
the hon. members should bave the power of expendin
money in that way. They might be very good Bea
Commissioners, but difficulties and disputes might
arise between them and the Commissioners of the
distriet. He moved the addition as an independent
member, not as a member of the Government, and
therefore if the hon. Committee wished to expend the
money in the ordinary way, under the superintendence
of the regular Commissioners, ke did nct wish to press
his smendment. He would like to hear the opinions of
hon, members on the subject. :

DR. JENKINS did not wish {0 give mo eredit
to the present Commissioner for the city, for in mat~
ters of detail he might do very well, but it was only
necessary to go as far from Town as the residence of
the hon. Attorney Genmeral to ses ihat be did net
make roads properly. He had on that road heaped up
clay to a considerable depth, and during summer this
would dry up and make a tolerably good road, but &
little wet weather in the muiuwmn, and some heavy
carting would make it almost impassible. Mr. Wil-
liams, too, wonld never acknowledge himself in the
wrong in any way, even if he was shown to be se.
The roads near the city were in a worse state now than
they were years ago, and if the present system were
carried out the people’s money wounld bhe thrown away
to no. purpose, as the roads would be better left as
vature made them. Attemptiog to make roads by
beaping elay cn them, especially in large quantities,

was useless. It might be better if a small quantity

were placed on at a time, but he (the hon. member)
objected to making roads of soft materials. The plan
generally adopted here in filling holes with stone was
also very bad, though if properly carried out it was an
excellent system. The holes were nsually over-filled
with stone,and thus every vehicle which passed over cut
a rut on each side of the heap, and very shortly there
were two ruts instead of one. The Statute Laber
syetem was also {0 be condemned. It led people to
cheat. the public ont of their road work, and ifethey
would do that they would cheat in other ways. If in-
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stead of working three days wen were to puy three
shillings move, better work would be performed. Tt
was well enough when the country was poorer, but
pow the statute labor sy:rom should be dene away
with. In the meautime, however, the best systew
should be carsied out. He was glad to heav that the
plon of bhaving a centrsl drain was recognized as a
good ope, Until'he bad been teld by the hon. wem-
ber for Georgetown, ke was not aware that that plan
was followed in Holland. That it wus good, however,
was shown by the fact that whevever » gutter hus been
out by the water in the cenire of the road the track o

. both sides i3 good. He would bave neo objeection to
placing the grant in the hunds of the Commissioner for
the city, if he believed he was capable, but since this
was nob the case, he thought he should not have the
wagagement of the money.

Mr. BRECKEN weuld confess that he had
not much confidence in himself as o road-maker for e
might be imposed npon before bis face, but as his col-
league knew more than he about the maiter he would
be. perfectly swilling that the grantshould be expended
undeyr bis divectdon: Mr. Williwms was o betier road-
maker than he (Mr. Breckeu), but probably not so

ood as his hon, colleague. He thought the money had
elter be placed in the hunds of the Commissioner with
the undersisnding that in its expenditure he was to
follow the suggestions of his colleague (Dr. Jenkins.)

. Hon. My, LAIRD thought that when Commissioners
were appointed by the Government they should be
compeotent men, and able to expend money properly.
With all due respect to professional men he did not
think that they were the proper persons to superintend
road making., Efficient commissioners should be ap-
‘pointed. The hon. members for Ch'town being of
different profesions might have different opinions ve-
garding good road making, and besides it might be
thought rather degrading for a representative for the
gity to turn Road Commissioner. Fle had heard too
that grave charges of political jobbery were made
against some of the hon. members who had expended
the grants last year. :

. My, GREEN would wishthe hon. member to sfate
plainly to whom he allnded when he spoke of political
jobbery. He (Mr. Green) had bad sometbing to do
with the expenditure of the grant for Summerside last
year, aud perhaps he meanthim. There were six hon.
“members under whose direction the special graunis for
macadamizing were expended, bat no one in particular
bad been mentioned as haviug been concerned in the
jobbery.

Hon. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION having
been one of the six members under whose control the
grauis were placed last year, wished to clear his
gkirts of any charge of political jobbery, and would
therefore inform the hon. Commitiee that, on account
of not living in Georgetown, he had delegated his
power to the resident magistrate. :

Hon. Mr DAVIES did not wonder at the re-
marks of the hon. mewmber for Bedeque, concerning the
placing of the money under the coutrol of the Repre-
sentatives, for the pc. =7 * ~2 that nothing had been
done last vear on the »rads near the city. I a good
system of road-makitg vas ngreed apon, and instrue-
tions given by the Government to carry out the views
of the House upon the matter, then good roads might
be made. - He did not wish to say anything againss
ihe hon. members for the city, for he believeﬁ that
they had been buying stone, and would, ere long, be

but when aothing
wol wonder.

My, BRECKEN said that Lie Lad lefs ihe whole
matter in the hands of his colleague (Mr. Davies),
who, he sinee found, bud been acting undey the suppo-
sition that only £250 had been granted.  Asstone came
in very slowly, he preforred at fivst buying il up and
preparing it, and he had kept fpuv or five mon akwork
all winter in breaking stone. Rather more they £200
bad alveady been thus expended in rmaierial aund
3&1{0&1!‘, leaving & balaucve of over £250 yot o be
paid by the Government, in addition o the grant now
proposed. Heo hoped that in o few days the work on
the roud would be commenced. '

had yet been done, geopic might
;8 g

Hou. Mr. HOWLAN.—As the grant was a special
oue, it was very ¥ight Lo put it ander the contral of
the representatives, and be could see uo veason why
the Commissioner should object to such an arvange-
ment, for the cxpenditure of this money would only
give him additional tvouble. 1f the hon. members for
the city weve competent, he saw no reason why they
should not have the manageinent of the grant. {f they
expended it improperly, the House would have, nexi
Session, an opportunity to find faule wilh them. It
was said last year that if the grant for Charvlotictown
were allowed to pass, there would perhaps be some
similar one given for Alberton, and it so he would like
to have it undey his control.

Dr. JENKINS was astonished to hear the hon. mem-
ber from Bedegue say that perhaps he and his colleague
might differ about the expenditure of the grant, when
a few minafes before that hon. member had stated that
he was willing to trust in bim. Though perfectly
willing to take the responsibility, he considered thag
the moneysshould be placed under the control of both
members. He was ready to do the work, for his pro-
fession necessitated bis travelling a great deal. The
statement that this would be degrading to a profes-
sional man had not much foree, as he thought that
working for the public good would not degrade any
man, fie was willing to break stones himself, if ne-
cessary, If the present Road Commissioner were
competent, no objection would have been made to his
having the management of the grant, but he (Dr.
Jenkins) thought it absolutely unecessary that there
should be sowe check npon him. '

Br. MACLENXAN was one of the six members who
had been alluded to, but he valned the privilege of
expending the money very little, and did not feel very
desivous of having it placed in his band this year, He
was one of the class, too, who thought they counld
make good roads, aud he contended thas he had done
50 last year—that he had iade as good a road as any
in the Colony. To show that there could have been no
political jobbery in the matter, he would stale that he
had sold the road at so much per chain, and that those
who performed the work were parties who would not
do anything to support him in polities.

Fon. Mr. HENMDERSON could corroborate what the
hon. member for the city had stated as to the evil of
putting soft clay upon the roads, and in fact could
attest to the truth of all that gentleman’s statements
vegarding road-making,

3y. CAMERON would support placing the grantg
under the control of the members. As hie saw that
the hou. member for the city (Dr. Jenkins) was exten~
sively skilled in road-making, he thought he should
have the power te control the Commissioner in the
expenditure of the meney, and was certain that the
inhabitants of both town and country would be much

prepared to make some improvements in the roads; 'benefitted by bis supervision of the roads. Thesystem
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mighit be exBonded o whole sland, but without
wialing it cowmpuleory ) und the members and commis-
gioners sould go haad i haud in {he matier.

liou. ATTORNEY GENERAL.—Although he had|

submitted ihe amendment, be wished to leave the

matier to the decision of the hon. Comwittee. There

might be many doubds as to whoh coursc was the
better one (o pursud?  Beecauwse hon membors were
good represeniutives, it did not pee saarily follow that
they must be goud voad mukoes; o od i e system of
giving theimn the control 0f  ue gesads weve generally
carvied out, a gentlemar,, v ore ..o conld be elscled,
would have (o prove himseld o conipotent. voad com-
inissioncr as woll as & good legisial v; and some over-
pariicular persons might cousider hon, members’ seats
vacated by their accepting the  iperinfeudence of
roads where special grants were to be expended. A
diffieulty, too, might sricg lu making the returns, He
did not know that auy :olurn had beew made of the
expeuditure last year.

Mr. GREEN said that such a rstorn would be
made. :

Hou. ATTORNEY GENERAT.--There was still
this objection, that there was 0o law fo compel them
to make their returns. He bad not much faith in the
capacity of every man for road-making, aud would
rather trust Mr. Williams than eitlier of the hon. mem-
bers for the city, notwithstanding the good ideas
gdvanced by them. BMr. Holl long ago said a great
deal about the proper method of road-making, and one
‘of the commissioners, thinking it wrong not to afford
Liiin an opportanity to display his sKill, made him
dverseer of one mile of road, and the result was that
Lie made an exceedingly bad roand—so bad that it was
afterwards calied by his name. Perliap¥ the hon.
member for the eity (Dwe. Jenking) thought he counld
make pretty good roads, and sodid he (Hon. Attorney
{ieucral), but the safest plan was to leave the matter
in the hands of the road commissioners. He acknow-
jedged that it was rather incousistent in him to spesk
w0 afiey moving the amendment, but in moving it he
Lad merely wished to take the sense of the hon, Com-
mitree on the matter. .

Mr. BRECKEN was almost disposed to vole
sguinst the amendment, for he felt the truth of the
vemarks of the last speaker. Why could not the
arvants be placed in the hands of the Commissiouner, so
that the members shounld have the divection of iis
expenditure to a certain exfent? His hon. colleague
tnought that the present Commissioner was not com-
peteut, but ke (Me. Brecken) would not think himself
jotitied in undertaking what he counld not perform,
though, aw he ‘had before stated, he was willing to
pisce’ the mattor in the hands of his colleague.

Di. JENKINS gaid if his colleague had iravelled the
rouds ns much as he had, he could not have any doubt
vegarding Mr. Williams’ iuncompetency. The ancedote
of Mr. Holl,related by the hon. At{orney General, only
pivoved the covrectnoss of what be had stated, for Mr.
AYittams and Me. Holl made roads upon the same
gystun. . The former, when he held the ofiice of city
sosvengar, as it was called, subverted the first princi-
ples of Macadam by placing stone upon a-seft founda-
tion, into which it would be crushed by the first heavy
Toad that might pass over, and the road be in as bad a
stato se gver. He (Dr. Jenkins) did not wish to take
the eutire control of the woney, but wished it to be
wo-granied that the members night be abio to see that
4% was laid out properiy, and thai the Commissioner
inight take theiv suggestion in expending ir to the best
advanisge. i . »

The resolution, as amended, was then agreed to.

Suinry of Private Scerveipvy, &c.
Houn. Arronyey General then moved o resolution
voling the fullowing sums:—

Hig Bxcelleney’s Private Secvotary ..ol  £108 6§ @
Wharlfage of Mail Bteamers at Charlodotown

for the present year.... e s aeneen. BB G @
Rent of Bunded Warshouss........ 9 0 0
Contingencies of the Govermment, 630 0 O
Legislabive Librarg. ..o in i veane 30 ¢ o
Hon. LEADER OF THE QPPOSITION obsorved

that the first item in the Resolution was s new ong—
oue which had not been granted for mauy years. A

minjority of the Conservative party bad been. for the

lask eight s ears opposed to it} but, though voting with
the party, hie had always been in favor of giving the
graut, and would therefore nosv support it A lurge
amount of work not done in the public effices, was
performed by the Private Seceeiory,®and it was not
right that the Governor should have to pay him.

Hon. ATYORNEY GENER AL agveed with the hou.
Leader of the Opposition. His Excellency’s Secretary
performed a great deal of work; for which it was but
right that the Goveroment shonld pay. Every despaich
which came before the House was copied by hir,
and all the despatches to the Home Goverument weve
copied also. “In Nova Beotia £300 was granted for the
salary of the Governos's SBecretary, therefore the sum
in the resoluiion was very small. If was not voted as
a permanent thing, and it would be optional with
the House o withdraw it at any future time.

The resolution was agreed fo.
Stock Yavmm, &c.
Hen, ArroryxeYy GENERAL moved the subjoined
resolution 1—

Resolved, That the fellowing sums be granted and placed at the
disposal of the Goverament for the Tollowing servicea :—

Model and Stock Farmow. oo ceivin i e v £500 0
Buoys aud Beacons. .. e v e 300 O O
» High Sheriffs for throe Countles... -~ 60 0 0
Messenger of Exccutive Couneil....ovcvcccineen. 20 § 0
Encouragement of agricultural and local in-
AUSELY.cv v e e 200 9 O
He remarked that be vould not say very much on this

resolation, as there were othermembers of the Govern~
ment—the kon. member from Bedeque in partizut-- .o
who were wore competent than himself to discnss <.
guestion of agriculture. Tho ampust allowed for the
Stock Farm was not so large as the grant of scme
former years, but the resolution contained an item of
£200 for the encorragement of agricultural asd loeal
industry, which was intended for exhibitions of the
productions of the Colony.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD, since be had been alluded to by
the hon. Attorney General, might say a few words in
explanation of the resolution. ~Possibly the grant for
the Stock Farm was too small, but ‘when it was con-
sidersll that the revinue of this year would probably
not equal that of 1866, the sum named was about as
much as the Culony eould affurd.  He was opposed to
the principle on which that Farm was worked, 'still as
it had been established by the late Government, he was
willing to give it a fair trial.  An arrangement sonie-
what on the principle that a subsidy was given toa
steamer, he thonght weuld be mors economical than for

‘the Groverament to hold a farm and employ parties to

mansge it. Az a general rule, those who worked for
the Government on wages expeocted double pay, and he
believed that if a subsidy wers given to a good farmer



the stuek, i would ueswer all the parposes ol
ihe present wirangowest, sud cust the couniry wuch
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iess,

etterpise.

tuined that it would be mwuch better to bave the stock

placed under the sole manngement of one individual, !

He would, bowever, support the resolation bofore ¢

Commitiee, though as yet very lide bepefit Dad

resulted (o the countey from the establishment of the
Farme.  Xo thme 6 might prove itself to be a suceess,

Dr. JENKINS admitted there was a great deal of

truth io the remarks of the bon. wember fur Bedeque
The Stock Farm had not yet done as much good as it
might accomplish. The land had been exhausted
before it came into the hands of the Goverasment, and
it took considerable lubor and expense to bring iv into
beart. The farm had alsc been used as a shooting
ground ; trenches had been dug in it, barricades thrown
up, and the dogs of parties thus admitted on the
premises had worried some of the young of the flocks.
The principie on which it was established could not be
called the best, for it was an old saying that what was
everybody’s business was nobedy’s business. He
thought it ought to have u manager thoroughly com-
petent to taks charge of the whole affair. In bis
opinion, likewise, it should not be simply a stock farmn,
but also a model farm, where experiments could be
made in agricaliure, and if they failed, it would not
prove such a loss, comparatively speaking, as it would
in the case of individual enterprise. Flax eulture, for
example, might be experimented upon, as he thought it
would be & great benefit to the Island if a linen manu-
factory could be established heve. It had been admit-
ted by a person fully competent to judge of the urtiele,
that flax grown here was equal toany raised in Ireland.
He (Dr. J.) therefore held it to- be a matter of regret
that this subject was not taken up more warmly by the
country. 'The Government sught to be empowered to
send to Ireland, where there were institutions to train
young wen in the art of agriculture, and procure the
services of a person capuble of taking charge of amodel
farm and making experiments, They ought also to be
empowered to import a machine for breaking flax, as
some farmers last vear had grown flax which had gone
to waste for want of machinery to prepare it for market,
He hoped the people of the country might soon see the
value of & model and stock farm,and would not readily
consent to its being abolished.

Mr. HOWAT had serious doubis about the expedi-
ency of establishing a model farm, as it would not be a
great medel to farmers, if it fook £100 or £500 a-ycar
to keep it up. .

Mr. PROWSE was not opposed to the grant for the
Stoek Farm, but he contended that there should be a
fair division of the stock not only for every county but
for every district. Hvery river in the Island was pot
so well provided with steamboats as the Hillsborough;
for example, the people of Murray Harbor could not
attend a sale of stock at Georgetown with the same
convenience as those in the south part of Queen's
County could come to Charlottetown, because theve
was no steem communication to comnect the opposite
sides of the river at Georgetown. If a share—of the

14
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De, JENKINS. —Burely the bon, member did not

speet pigs and the ke to be taken to every man’s

ver, might

up stoek which bad been hmporied, sod furm thém
in the different Couaties.

i

Sle, OWELAN belioved that Privee County
ly dealt with in regard to the distri-
¢ T is purt of the couutry
very much dissetisfied, for they received soe benelip
from the Agricultural Sovieties aud Farvms abous Chare
luttetown, which cost the country so mueh.  They bad
a small socicty of their own {ur some time, towards the
funds of which the laté¢ Sir Sawuel Cunard, through

s agent Mr. DeBlote, bad given o liberal anoual eon-

tribution.  They at one time received seeds from the
Society in Town, but found ut length that they were
uo better than ilose which could be purchused else-
where, He (Mr. H.) hoped that hereafier, when
horses were imported tobe solid, orstock was distributed,
full justice would’be done to Prince County.

Ton, Mr. DUNCAN was astouvished to hear hon.
members express se much disappoivtmeat absut the
Stock Farm, as if full-bred horses and cattle could be
raised and distributed in one year. The whole affair
had been in operation very little over a year, und it
was abeurd to condemn it beesuse very little stock had
been as yeb sent to the other Countics. The party in
power were only finding fault with whut had been done

i by the late Government, but bow were they going to

wead the matter?  Time must be given for the stoek
to be raized, before the farm was procovunced u fuilure.

Hon, Me, HENDERBOX thought =omething ought
to be doae to muke up for the locul disadvantages of
the two outlying Couuties. Perhaps a Stock Farm
inight be established in cach County ; butif this was
too expensive ab present, some other consideration
ought to be allowed Kiny’s and Prince Counties to
counterbalunce the sdvantages which Queen’s Connty
enjoyed from being in the centro of the Island. The
areat Napoleon, referving to the States of Europe, said
that those which were much greater in length than in
breadth were more liable to revelution.  He (Mr. H.)
did not antieipate anything of the kind in this Colony;
but he thought the remark would tend to show the
neecessity of not neglecting the interests of the Counties
forming the two extremities of the Island.

Hon. Mr. LAIRD considered that the great value of
a model or stock farm was to give people an oppor-
tunity of seeing better things than they produced them-
selves.  The reason that a people did not progress was
in & great measure owing to their ignorance of the
improvements of the day. This being the case, he
maintained that if the money expended on the Stoek
farm, whieh was scarcely seen by any person, had been
laid out in encouraging cattle shows and the like, where
the people generally could have secn that stock much
superior to their own was raised, it wonld have been
much wmore profitably employed.  The prineiple of imi-
tation was one of the wirongest in the bhumap mind,
and therefore, though it was well to afford facilities to
obtain improved stoek, these facilities were really of
very little avail, unless the people by Shows were taught



TARLTAMENTARY RIEPORTER.

1867

ey reguited.  Auother adeastage of Exhibitious

iaz ihey stimulated sowpetition.  He thought,
shen, that the Governmest, by including £200 in the
vezolution 1o enevarage agriculiurel sod mavulncturing
indastiy, bod pensated o ow grost extent for the
veduged griw o the Sloek Farm,

=

Die, JENK NS porfeetly agreed with the hon. mow-
ber {or Hedor s widh veapect to the utility of Exhibi-
tions.,  Sbows had been got up in Churlottetown for
the last twe or three years chiefly through private
exertions, und he (Dr. J.) bad had his share of the
trouble and the exponse conneeted therewith.  Theone
held lust autumn wus abdat the best that ever came off
in the city.  He thought it would perbaps be desivabie
to gppoviion the L300 for sn cxhibitiva in cach County.
A good deal bad been suid about the Stock Farm, but
hoo. wmembers should rewember that it bud been in
operation very little over o year.

Mr. MACLILNNAN was surprised to heav so much
frow hon. members opposite reflecting upon ihe Stock
Furm, as no lwmprovement had becn suggested by the
Govermment.,  He could state that all the stock sent
from it to Prince County suld at a bigher vate than that
dispesed of ut Clarlotietown.

Bir. P. SINCLATR had paid a sisiito the Stock Farm
not long sgo, and though he saw good stock there, it
was very lutle better thau could be seen anywhere in
the couutry. I it weve pot that the Farm was Istub-
Iisked, he woubl oppose the grant oltogether; the
movey in his opinion would br much better 1aid vt in
premiums., '

The resolution was then agreed to, when ths Com-
mittee arove, and seporied thos. pagaod duding the
evening, alier which the ouse vajiurged

Bemuavay, S0l 27,
Hon, Mz Davius presented s pethieon of Jobp
Compton, and vthers, rolating o changiug the twe
for thoe rapul larze of Hawes,

T 1,1 .
Ordered thai

mitiee (0 fopuri

. v
Arvcording

geverally apiocd o
Chancevy BBl
The Bill to diminish the delay und expense of pro
ecedings in the Uourt of Chaneery in this Tilund was
read aud esuwmitted woa
House.

Hon, Me Canrnpeck in the chair,

Tion. ATTORNEY GENERAL in expluining the

principles of the Bill said, that us the law now stoed,
there were many dificulties which presented them.

selves, and the intention of this Bill wus to obviate’

these, At present the Court could not eall a jury, and
henee if 2 difficalty should-occur and the Court be un-
able to decide, this Bill provided that a jury mighs be
ewmpanuelied; bus this was not compulsory; it was left
to the diseretion of the parties themselves. When
both parties could agree to ir, the Court would have
power to summon & juvy.  Diffieulties oficn occurred iu

Clommistee of the whele,
H . .
than Hyguor manufactured in the Island from molasses.

weking arrangements for the jusl disiribution of au
Estate, bence by this Bill parties baviog cluims ugon
an estate, were sllowed twelve months to seund them
in; and if they were not sent in within thatltiwe, the
Judye had power to make such distribution of the
property swong the difforent creditors us might be
proper and right, The intention of the Bill wes to
facilitate proveedingy in the Court of Chuucery, und
provent delay, and was a copy of the Lmperial det.

House adjourned for one hour,

AFTELNOON BESSION,
Fiotion 1o Beconumii Revenue Bill.

Hon. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION was
sorry that be bad not been in his place at the second
reading of the Revonue Bill; but not having Leen in
the House ut the iime, he would now move that the
order for epgrossing the Bill be discharged, that it
wight bo recommitted to a Committes of the whele
Huouse, in order thit the sum of sixpence per gullon of
additional duty on Rum, Gin, Cordials and Whiskey
wight be struck out. e believed that if that duty
were imposed the result would be to crush a trade
which was just springing up, and one which was
of great advaniage to the Island; he alluded to
the trade with the West Indies. TFrom informa-
tion which he had rveccived frem parties who had &
large amount of capital invested in that trude, he be-

tlieved that the imposition of the high duty proposed

would completely erush it.  Ne class of people in the
community profited more by the opening of the West
[ndin market than the farmers, for sinee the trade with
these Islands had sprang up the value of their pro-
duce had been greatly enbanced. The rise in price
of the single artiele of hay—not 10 mestion otherg—
war a proof of this, for the West Tndia exporters were
uow always prepared to pay £3 per ton for it, while
belore the trade commenced the farmers were some-
tmes compelled to sell it for forty shillings. There
was also a large export of horses, lumber, and in short
of uearly every produet of the Island, and the veiurn
exrmves consisted malnly of sugar, molasses, and rum,
Levying this extes sizpence per gallon was in reality
imposiag a protective duty for the bonefit of the home
distifler.  Ifa similar tax was ploced wpon home manu-
fretured liquor it would be mwove just, but as the Bill
stawd, the manufactarer bad an advantage of sizpence
per wallon over the importer, and thus would certuinly
lead to the breaking up of the trade. e was no apostle
of temperanee, and no advocate of iutemperanee, but
woulld say that, if’ people were determined to drink
liquor it was much better for them to drink good rum

li was ao use to assert that the bigh duty would en-
eourage the manufacture of liguor from barley, and
that the farmers would thereby be benefited, for they
eould find a better market for their barley fur export
than for home distilling, IF the traffic with the West
{udies wers not crished he believed that in s fow years.
this Island wounld beeome the centre and emporium for
the trade, und thereformas a public man and one who
desired the welfare of the Island, he would like to soe
the business prosper, though he bad no pecuniary fa-
tevest in it. = He could not then rewmain silent and allow

the Bill to pass without endeavoring to amend is, and

would therefors move thet it be recommitted,
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Mr. OWEN seconded the motion of the hon.| Hos. Mr. HACAULAY could uot understand ths

Louder of the Oppusition.

Hon, ATTORNEY GLUVERAL weuld give the

bou. Leader of the Oppusition credit for the expluna-]
tion which-he bud made, for he believed thes he was

uot actuated by any motive but a desive for the public
good. He was not dispused, bowever, to give way to
the wotien, for he had yet to learn that the West Lndiu
trade dupended upoa the duty on rum vemaining as at
present.  1u 1862, when the hon. Leader of the Oppo-
sition was in the Goveraueat, the duty levied on Raw
was tie sawe us proposed in the Bill, and be therefore
should not ubject to it nuw.  Although the trads in
hay, catile, and other produce mighe be of wmuck ad-
vantage, yet if the trads depesded upon gettivg cheup
ruw he did not know how the Islaad could benefic very
grootly by it Sisce it was deemned neeessary that the
duties on some articles should be ruised duving the
eomisg year, tbu-trevernment had considered that the
srtieies which were wore properly luxuries should be
these to be taxed, and as the Hyuors named were lux-
uries, not necessavios, they had ralsed the duties oo
them in prefurence to doisg so on othor articles. In
1863, 20,000 gallous of Ilum, Gin, and Whiskey, were
imported, and sixpence additional duty would then
‘have added £1,750 to the revenue. It was the opin-
ion of some thut the extra duty would encourage smug-
gling, but it did not appear to have cither duse 50 or
injured the tradé in 1852, Merchants always made a
great gutery against any additional duties, but he be-
fieved that in this case the trade woutd wot suffer, and
if it depended upon rom so much that it would be in-
jured by the duty, he counld not thisk that it was of
any real beaefit to the Colouny.

Flon. LUADER OF TIHE OPPOSITION would
admit that rum was a luxury, but {or the same rcuson
whisky wanufactured ou the Island was also & luxury;
and why should it Le allowed to remain without any
additivn.l tax, when so heavy a dury was placed upon
imperted ligquors, {6 was as undue preforence given’
to the d. iller, who bepefitted the trnd- uf the country
very slighty when eowpared with the twporter,
distitlor purchascd his few puneheoons of wivlasses for
distiflation, while the importer helped the commeree of
the Istand, affording employment for sailors and ship-
builders, and opening a market for cur agriculiaral
produce. 1t was not tum alone” which built up the
trade, for lurge quuntities of molasses and sugar were
also buported; but it was necessary that rum should
form part of the veturn cargoes. The hon. Attorney
Gleseral had alluded to the duty of 1562,
geemed to full back upon the aets of the Conservatives,
and to eonsider them a gufficient justification for any.
thing which the prosent Government might do. He
(Mr. Haviland) had expected that when the new Gov-
ernment was organized, with the infusion of Conserva-
tive, Tenant League, and old Liberal blood, it would
be perfpetly imwmaculate,—that it would never have
to fuil back for justification upon the acts of the Con-
servatives; but he had fuund hismistuke. The principles
of free trade were becoming recognizud throughout the
world, and it was wrong to adopt u protective policy.
The duty proposed was an unfair and unjust tax, and
he would protest against it as long ashe had a voice to

do so.

Thet

veasons for putting on this duty, 1t wus not a guestion
which affected temperance or intemperance, but one
which affected the trade of Gie country.  No trade could
prosper without both imports and exports; wnd if au
advance of sixpence on rum would injurc the furmer,
the whole trade would sufier, and for the sske of o few
pounds of additional revente, the Isiand would be tha
loser to the cxtent of wany thousands.  Suiloss, ship-
builders, and agrieulturisis would feol the effet ay well
a8 the merchants. 1F the duty was imposed because
rum was & fuxyry, why was oot a daty placad on every
lexury? It was a step in the wrong direction, Free

rade policy was becoming recoguized by all, and the

imposition of this duty was the very reverse of that
ps')hcy. He felt bound, therefore, to support the moiion
of the bon. the Lieader of the Opposition.

Mr! BRECKEN.—1t could not be said that the duty
proposed would lessen the consumption of rum, gin,
and whisky, since the quantity manufaciured from
molusses would greatly increase; and therefore the
whole quantity consumed would be no less, while the
quality would be far inferior. The imposition of such
a bigh daty would ulso tuerease smuggling, as it weuld
be an induccment to run the risk; and thus the reve-
nuc would not be greater, while people still consumed
as much as before.. Ile agreed with the principle
enunciated by the hon. Attorney General, that it was
right that the Government should, if they wished to
increase the revenue, do so by putting a duty upon
luxuries, but thought that when siwilar luxuries were
manufacturcd at home, they should also be taxed, espe~
cially since almost no encouragement was given to our
farmiers by the home manutfucture, the quautity of
barley used being very small.  That the farmers were
benefitted by the West India trade was cvident, for
almost every article produced by them went to form
part of the wvaried cargoes which were exported.
When we looked at the daties which had been placed
on our products by the United States, and ot the fact
that, when the other Colonies were contedersted, the
Tower Provinces would be supplied with Canadian pro.
duee, leaving us depeudent on the Mother Country for
a market, we must acknowledue the importance of a
West Indin wade,  Sixpeace per gallon on ram wmight
not erush that trade, but it would erash it e pave. It

He always

the hon. Attorney General could show that by that
duty the liguor traffic would be erushed entively, he
wonld support him in imposing if, but such a result
would not fuilow while the home distiller was not faxed;
and thus, though no reform was effected, the trade of
the country would be paralyzed. e koew that there
were members inthe Ilouse who were strong advocates
of temperance, and a worthy eause it was, but until it
had been shown that that cause would be benefitted by
the duty proposad, he would support the motion of the
hon. the Lieader of the Opposition.

Ion, Mr. LATRD bad always been of opinion that
the hen.the Leader of the Oppozition was well inform-
ed on the policy pursued by other civilized nations, and
wag therefore the meore surprised at hearing him make
the assertion {and in which he was supported by his
hon. eolleague, Mr, Macaulay) that the principles of
free trade were acknowledged throughout the world,

Hed these gentlemen forgotten the United States, one
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of the most prosperous nations ou the fage of the globe,
where thers was anyibing but a free trade poliey at
present? Even if this duty was, as had beea stated, a
protective cne, it should not be condemned on thot
account, fur it was the duty of every new country to
encourage howe masufscture. The tude would not
be injured by such envoursgemcut, fur, as the greater
part of the liyuor manufactured ou the Island wus
made from molasses, u large trade would spring. up iu
that article, which would supply the place of rum.
There would then be a prosperous ivrcige trade, us
well ne howme manufreture, aud, though he would be
happy to see the Mquor traffic at an cud, yet while
people were determined to drick lguor, it was but
right to favor our home producer as fur as possible.

Mr. BRECKEN could not see that any advastage
would result from the encoasragement of distilieries 1o

the Island,

Hon. Mr. LAIRD would ask what advautage the
hon. member could ses in the importation of rum.

Mr. BRECKEN could see none in the importation
of rum itself. He had only said that it was uscless to
discourage that importation when home mavafacture
wes encouraged. It would serve no good purpose,—
moral or finaneisl.

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN.—The importance of the
West India trade bad, he thought, been overestimated,
88 the exports to those Islands were always le.s than
the imports; and while that was the case, no real
benefit to this country counld result. Ia 1883, the value
of the exports to the Waest Indies was £1995, and of
the imports £2702 sterling; therefore £800 must have
been sent away in exchange, In 1380, the exports

«

were £3081 and the imports £6581, which shuwed|

that the trade was lncreasing against the Colony, and
such being the case, no lasting good could flow from it.
The same duty as that now proposed had been lovied
gome years ago, and it did not appear to bave seriously
injured the business done with the West Indies. The
value of the rum imported was small when compared
with that of molasses and sugar, and when the same
additional duty was placed uwpon gin, he did wnot
understand how it could be ealled invidious.

Mr. BELYL would heartily cadorse the opinions
which some hon. members had expressed when they
said that no good could result to this Island from the
wanufacture or importation of rum. Any prosperity
which had rum for its basis would be poor indeed.
He was one of those who had been alluded to by the
hon. member for the city (Mr. Brecker), as being
strong advocates of temperance, und therefore, though
be would be willing to encourage legitimate trade, he
would oppose any messure which tended to increase the
wanufacture or importation of rum. He bsd seen
eountless evils result from the lguer traffie, and, be-
ligving as he did that it was productive of injury to
the Colony, he thought that the sodner it was done away
with the better. It had been said that, by raising the
duty, the West India trade wounld be crushed, sed slso
that it was a preferential tax in favor of home manufae-
turers. He did not, however, believe that the Govern-
ment had any intention of injaring the trade or fostering
the business of home distillers, when they ,roposed to
raise the daties on rum, gin, and whisky. They bad
seen the necessity of irereasing the duties on some

articles during the coming year, and findiog that those

liquors had formerly puid the rate which they now
propused, they vonsidered it best {0 raise 2n udditivnal

revenue from theof. ~ile (Mr. Bell) would slways

advocate placing the highest possible duties upos liguor,

in order 1o deerease the traflic, and did pot believe the

West India trade would be injurca by so doing:  If we

had an cxpoet of dry fish to those Islands, und depots.
throughout this country for the sale of their products,

a Jarge trude would,spring up iudependent of liyuor.

Hou. Mr. HENDERSON.—The question was not
quite so simple as it at firée sight appeared.  He wish-
ed that fewperance advocaies Were s numerous us
the iuhabitants of this Island, for there would then be
less diffieulty in dealing with this matter, but as &
general rule those people simply deseribed the disease
without preseribing o proper remedy. They seemed
to think that the Government bad the whole matter in
their hands, and conld, if they chose, put au end to the
liguor trufiic entively. Suppose that cvery distillery
and every tavern in the country was put down. the
result would ouly be to encourage smuggling, and in-
temperance wonld not be prevented in auy great
degree. 'The objections of the hon. the Leader of the
Opposition 1o the waising of the duties were ‘nof
prampted by any desire to see the liguor iraflie
increased, but by a desire that the West India trade,
which hie thought depended in a great measure upon
rum, might be sustained. Asregarded the encourage-
ment which would be afforded to the home producer.
by increased duties, he did wot think that the poliey,
though sound in ovdinary cases, was so in this. In
most manufactures the value of the labor was added to
the value of the raw material, but would any one say
that the raw material from which liguors were made
was not of wore real value when in the erude state
than when masufactured ioto rwun, whisky, &c.3 or
that the real man was not worth more than the manu-
inetured drunkard? The home distillation of avdeng
spirits should be discouraged, even if' it was productive
of uo greater injury than that to the persons immedi-
ately engaged in it. Probablytwenty-five per cent. of
those connecred with distilleries descended into drunk-
ards’ graves. le did not suppose that it was the
intention of the Government to encourage drunken-
uness when they proposed raising the duties on Ryguor;
but that did not secure us against such a reault: and
if the encouragement was given directly or indiver,
it was stili wrong., e would therefore support the
metion of the hon. the Leader of the Opposition.

Dr. JENKINS gave credit for sinceritv to the hon.
the Leader of the Opposition and those who supported
him in the motion which he had just made, but thought
that they had very much magnitied the importance of
the West India trade. He was willing to foster it,
ibut considered that it was hanging upon a thread, ifa
i duty of sixpence additional per gallon on ram would
;injure it so seriously as had been stated. The encour-
jagement which wounld be given to home distillation

would be very small, as the duf; on molasses, from
which a large guantity of the home manufactured
liquor was made, had been, not verv long ago, raised
one hundred per cent. * He agreed with the sentiments
expressed by the hon. member from Cascawnpec (Mr.
Bell), and would be willing to impose six shillings
daty, if it wounld stop the liguor traflic. It wonid not,
however, do this, for people, if they wanted rum,
would get ity and, until their ministers aund teachers
had instilled better ideas into their minds, it was
useless to atiemptio prevent them from drinking., No
one knew better than he did the evii effects of drinking
bad Jiquor; and,in order that as good liquor as possible
might be drunk, he thought that the daty on wine
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should be lowered, and that on rum and ether liguors
raised. In Usanada, the duty on rum smounted almost
to a prohibition; and why coald not we levy a similar
one? DBy raising the duty sixpence per gallon, as con-
templated, the tavern-keeper, not the imaperter, would
suffer-—for the former; though his rum would cost him
more than before, would have tp sell it at about the
same price. As vegarded home distillation, he knew
that the faymers, for the last few years, would not have
obtained so high s price for thelr barley had thers
bieen no distillerics in operstion,

Hon, Mr, DUNCAN —Ttthe Government wished {o
raise the revenue, they should have placed a higher fax
on home mannfaciured liguor. The revenue derived
from this source last year wus only £126—£45 on
whisky distilled from wmolssses, aud £81 on thal
distilled from barley. He could not undersiand why
the sum was so small, and wounld advocate increasing

.the tax,and having an efficient siaff of officers to collect
both it and the jmpost duty. To raise the duty, how-
gver, without providing a better system for collecting
it, would not increase the revenue.
raise the daly without levying an sddilional tax on
the home manufactured Hauory—in fact it amounted to
giving o bounty to home distillaiion and smuggling.

Mr. G- SINCLAIR did nof understand why hon.
members should object to raising the revenue by an
additional duty on liquor. A very small sum would
be raised by taxing the home distillers, for the quan-
ity manufactured was not large.

Hon. LEADER OF THE OPPOBITION had not
been converted to the views of hon. members who dif-
fered with him, by the m'gumeuts which they bad

- brought forward, and would therefore insist that the
House should divide upon his resoclution. The hou.
member for Tignish (Mr. Howlan) had stated that the
West India trade was injurious to the Island. He
{(Mr. Haviland), not baving examined the statistics of
the Colony, was not in a position to join issue with
him, but believed that his statement was not corveet,
and that the trade was veally of great value to the
community at large. That the balance of trade was
against the Colony, he was not willing to admit.
Anyonewho had studied worksupon political economy
knew that statistics like thoss which had been cited
by the hon. member for Tignish did not show ihe
velative value of imporis and exports corrveetly. The
amount given as the value of the exports was what
they were worth when they left here, while the imports
were valued at what they were worth when landed
heve. Suppose £300 worth of produce was exported,
it might sell in the West Indies for £2000; and the
sugar, rum, &c., purchased with that £2000, might be
worth, when landed heve, £4000; and thus in the
statistics the imports would appear eight times as
large as the exports. In fact, the amount of exchange
sent to the West Indies was very small. He contended,
notwithstanding what the hon. member fer Bedeque
bad said, that the principles of frec trade were recog-
nized throughout the civilized world, for he considered
that s conutry which went back to the old ideas of
protection did not deserve to be classed with civilized
communiiies. Muaeh as he respected the United States
for its enterprize in mercantile transactions, ho con-
sidered that, in the matier of fres trade, it was far
behind Great Britain, or even despotic France, and
believe? that in 3 few vears, it would see its evvor,
and slv.wdon its present Japanese policy.

Mr V. BINCLAIR.—If ihe West India trade was
sustained by rum, he could not see that any real benetit
eould flow from it. TRalsine the duty would, he con-
sidered, promote the morality of the country.

Mr. PROWBSBE believed that the intention of the
Government in raising the duty was & good one, but

15

It was unjust to|

thought that,in not ralsing the fax on home disilialion,
they showed u 5!191‘i~5ig%ted peloy and & wand of
judgment—for they thus imposed & protective duty in
favor of home manufacture, and that he would
strougly condemn. Though speaking iu this way, it
was his intention to oppose the motion of the hon. the
Leader of the Opposition, beeause he believed that the
revenne should not be raised from srticles which were
of veal bonefit to the couniry. It was strange that eo
small 2 sum was raised from the tax on home dietil-
feries. He could net believe that the relurns wers
honestly made. :

MMy, MACNEILL would be sorry i¢ see the West
India trade crippled, for he believed that it was bene.
fieial to the Colony. He did not think that the raising
of the duty would serionsly affect it, for those who
drauk the rum would have to pay the difference. Ifié
was found that the duty proposed would be iujurious,
it could bealtered next vear, and perhaps some change
made in the smount psid by home distiliers. In the
meantims, the trade could not be much injured.

Mr. CAMERON esuld not understand why hon.
members should bs opposed Lo an additional duty on
liguor. Why could nol those engsged in the West
Indin trade lmport molasses, sugar, &c.. instead of
rum, and thus keep up the trade? He believed that
very nearly the same quaniity of ligquor would be
manufactuved here, whether the duty was vaised or
allowed to remain as af present.

Hon., Mr. CALLBECK.~—If the carrying trade to
the West Indies would suffer so sericusly by placing
the exira duty on rum, why had it not been affected
when the duty on molasses was raised by the late Gov-
ernment? 'There wwas three thmes as much molasses as
rui imported; and if the hon. Leader of the Opposi-
tion was so anxious to foster the trade; it was strange
that the Government of which he was o member should
have placed such & high duty on the former. 3Molas-
ses, too, was au article which was largely consumed by
poor people, and should not, therefore, be subject toso
high a daty. He weuld favor fucreasing the tax upon
both bome and foreign liquors.

The motion of the Hon. LEapER oF THE OProsition
having been then put, the House divided as follows 1—

Yeus—THons, Haviland, Macaulay, Henderson, Dan-
can; Messrs, Hamsay, Owen, Ureen, Maclennan,
Breeken—(9.)

Nays—ITons, Howlan, Heusley, Kelly, Laird, Call-
beck; Messrs. Comeron, Jenking, P. Sinelair, G. Bin-
clair, Arsenault, Macuoeill, Bell, Howat, Kickham,
Prowse—(15.)

On motion of the Hon. ArTorsey GENERaL, the
Bill was vead a third iime and passed.

House adjourned.

Moxpavy, April 29,
Petitions.

Hon. ATrorNEY GENERAL asked leave to present a
petition from Mr. G. C. Stiles, of Salisbury, Westwor-
land County, New Brunswick, praying fur the passing
of a Patent Act for the exelusive waking and vending
of u new Spinning Wheel, on the prineiple of & Spin-
uing Jennie,

"The said petition was read, and referred to 2 Com-
mittee to «x-mioe aud report thercon.

Cememittie-- Flons. the Attoiney Gencral, Mr. Havi-
land; aud Mr. P. Sivelair.

Be. Bent, presented a petition of Berjamin Rogers
and others, Sharcholders in the ¢ Alberton Masonie
Hall Cowpany,” prayiog for an Aet of Incorporation.
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Fiou, Mr. HOWLAN expected that the Biil would
gome in as a private one, und supposed that the fees
would be secured. _ »

Hon. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION thought
the House should make a distinction between Bills that
came under the designation of private Bills. Bills for
the Incorporation of Churches 2nd Temperance Organi-
zations came u der the Head of private Bills, but were,
on nocount of their objeet, not charged as such, inas-
much s they were for the public good. Here was &
Bill praying for an Act of Incorporation for an organi-
zation of & higher nature thau that of s
erganigation, sud it was also very different from the one
prescuted this morning, asking for a patent for & new
fnvention,—asking leave to make moncy out of the
people of this Island. He said that, if this Mr. Stiles
was a citizen of thisIsland, he would have to pay woney
before he could obtaia his patent, and hoped that, if
the prayer of his petition was granted, the sum usually
charged on such Bills would be secured.

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL said that, as a
general rule, when Bilis of this nature were prayed for
by persons out of the Island, the Ten pounds usually
charged were secured before the petition was presented.
The petition had been sent to Mr. Lougworth.  He had
spokea to that gentleman, and when the amount was
required, it would be forthcoming.

The Petition was then received, read, and referred to
a Committee to cxamine the same, and report thereou
by Bili or otherwise. " o

Commiliee—Mr. Bell,
Brecken.

" Mr. Bery, from lest named Commities, prescnted a

Hon. Mr, Laird, and Mr

Bill prepared by said Committee 1o fvcorporate the

Alberton Masooic Hall Company, which was urdered
to be referred to the special Committes to repurt on
every Private Bill, to ‘examive und report thereon,

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL, as 2 wewber of
the Government, asked leave to present the Puiitions
relating to oew Post Odices, and other murters relating
to the Inlund Mail Service, which, belng grauted, they
were, on mution, referred to a specind commmitiee ap-
pointed to report on ull mutters reluting to the estab-
lishment of new Post Offices, and all mutters relating
to the Infand Mail Bévvice—to cxinmine the same and
report thereen. )

. Commitice—Hon, Mr. Wellv; Messrs. Howat and
Kickham.

On motion of the Hon, Attoruey General, seconded
by Mr. G. Sinclair, it was

Resolved, That no new matter on which a Dill can be
foundeal be introduced to this House alter Monday, the 6th
doy of May next. : .

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL, asa member of
Her Majesty’s Executive Council,iaid before the House
warious petitions, praying aid to Paupers, which were
ordered to lie on the table,

Expiring Laws.

The House then resolved itself into a Committes of
the whole, 1o take into further consideration the Report
of the speeigl committee appointed to examive and
g@peyg on Egpﬁring;Laws.-——Mr. G. SincLarr in the

bajr.

Temperance

Hoo. ArvonNeY GENEBaL submitted the following
Resclution = :

Resvived, That it is expedicnt to continne the Aet of the
5th Vic., cap. 20, intituled *¢ An Act for the regulation of
the Mackerel Fishery.” . ’ :

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL, after explaining
the nature of the Law, suid that be wss pot suffici-
ently acquainted with the matter to know whether it
it would be welito continue the Act or not, but several
hon. members bad told ‘him that it was desirable fo
continge it. If any hon, member thought thereshould
be nlterations made in the Act, he would be bappy
to heur his suggestions.

The Resolution was egreed to, ‘

_ On motion of the Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL, the
follewing Resclution was agreed to :— _
Resolved, That the Act of the 1§th Victoria, cap. 14,
intituled ¢ An Act to repeal the Act relating to light and
anchorage duties, and to make other provisions in liew
thereof,” be continued. .

Hon. ATTORNEY (GENERAL then moved the third
Resolution s , o .

FResolved, That it is expedient to continue the Act ofthe
15th Vietoria, eap. 33, intituled “* An Act authoriziug the
Harbour and Bullast Masters of the various harbours and
rivers in this Island, to superintend the laying down,
erection and malntenance of buoys and beacons therein.”

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN thought that the Ast, before
it wus renewed, should be looked ‘into. As the law
stood ab present, it gave tos wide a latitude to Harbor
Masters. He bad just received a létter from Prince-
town, informing bim that laying down and keeping the
buoys in repairat that place, for the present season, had
just been sold for £68, which was he believed, four times
whut it sold for last year. He had also received o letier -
from Cascumpee, which stated that the contract had
been suld there for £13, and observed that there wass
cousiderable difference in the two sums, though there
was not much difference between the work to be per-
formed. He thought the Act should be made mors
explieit. ‘ .

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL saic¢ that the Aet
was sufliciently strict, and was very well guarded, He
thoughs, if the Harbour Masters would abide clogely
by the Act, that no such ease as that mentioned by the
hon. member from Cuscumpee could occur. By the
provisions of the Act, when a work was to be performed,
it was the duty of the Harbour Master to acquaint the
Gavernment, and also to give ten days’ netice before
the work was-sold. This gave time to the Government
to check any unnecessary proceedings which might be
adopted. He thought it was very wrong inany Harbor
Master to act otherwise than was provided for by the
Aet, unless under some special emergency. The Act
he considered a very good ons. '

Tion. Mr. HOWLAN said. thst, so far a5 he was
aware, these sales were made without any notice being
given to the Goverament. At Cascumpeo, the work
bad been sold lower than it was last year, while at
Malpeque the excess was suck, he believed, as did not
warrunt the Harbor Master in letting it. ’

Mr. BELL thought it would be well to have some
peraon on whom the Government could dipend entrust-
ed with a sum sufficient for this service. Where there
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‘were bar harbors, greut care was required. in lsying
out the buoys, as the bars frequently shifted.

- The Resolution was then carried, when the Speaker
took the Chair, and the Chairman reported the Reso-
Iution agreed to; when it was ordered that the Fons.
the Attorney General, Mr. Haviland, and Mr. Sicclair
be & Committes to bring in Bills in acoordance there-
with,
Hon. Arronrey GENERAL, a member of Her
Majesty's Exeeutive Council, Jzid on the table the
Writ o' Eleotion, issucd for the election of & member
for the Third Electoral Distriet of Queen’s County, i
the place of the Hon. G. CovLEs, who had accepted the
office of Colonial Seeretary, and the Sherifi’s retarn
thereon, which return was read by the Clerk, and
showed that the Hon. G. Corzs was elected; and he
(Hon. Mr. Coles), baving been led into the bedy of
the House, and introduced to the House by the Hon.
Mr. Keriy and the Hon. Mr. Davies, two of the
members, he took the oaths and his seat. '

“

House adjourned for one hour,

it

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Hon. Mr, DAVIES, Chairman of the Commitiee on
the petition of John Compton and others, relative to
the advisability of altering the Act restricting the
running at large of Rams, reported that, after a carefal
consideration of the question, a majority of the said
Committee had come to the conelusion that it was in-
expedient to alter or amend the luw relative to that
subject. He (Hon. Mr. Davies), at the same time,
expressed his owa views differing from the majority of
said Comumittee, belioving, as he did, that fhe allega-~
tions of the petitioners were well founded; he, how-
ever, being in the minority, had, as Chairman, to
prescat the report of the Committee,

Hon. CoroNiat SecRETARY presented various
petitious praying for the cpening of new lines of roads;
which petitions had been laid before His Excellency the
Lieutenint Governor, and referred to the House.

Ordered that o Committee be app iuted, to whom
shall be veferred all such petitivns,

Hon. Mr. Kelly, Mr. G. Sinclhir and Mr. Owen
were then appointed said Committee.

Hon. CoroxtaL SECRETARY presented to the Honse
the Report of T. Stewazt, Fsq., Indian Commissioner,
together with his detailed account of cxpenditure, in
gonneetion with his office, for the past year.

Ordered to be laid on the table.

Hon. CoroxyAL SECRETARY presented a petition
from John Scott and others, setting forth their inven-
tion of a horse-power machine for raising Musselmud
from beds of rivers, and praying the House for such
encouragement, either by patent or premium, as might
be deemed expedient.

As the law authorizes the Government to grant
patents for such inventions as may be considered of
sufficient importance and wvalue, it was ordered that
said petition be withdrawn.

The House then resolved itself into a Committee of
the whole, to consider further of a Supply.

| Packet to Casemmpee.

Hon. Mr, HOWLAN, in wovisg that a grass of
£100 be appropriated for a sailing packet to run be-
tween Charlottetown and Cascampee, said thai he
thought mo objection would be taken to the grant.
There was, he seid, a large awount of fish caught off
thut part of the Island, and, for the last few years; s
lurge portion of these had been sent on to market by
steamers from Charlotietown; and it was of the ulmest
importance to Cascumpec, which was improving as fast
as any other parb of the country, that it should have
direet commuunication during the season with the capi-
tal.  When Kisg's County bad a grant of £600, hoo.
members, he thought, from that County, would nob
raise any objection to the motios now made. It was
true that steam communication was already extended to
Summerside, which was in Prince Cousnty; but Sum-
merside was as remote, and more so, from Cascumpec,
as Summerside was from Charlotictown; and it was of
importance to extend the communication to the north
side of the Island.

The Resolution was agreed to,

Board of Health.

When the sum named for this service was read—

Mr. HOWAT said that he had heard that vessels
bad been allowed to come to the wharf before they
were boarded and exawined by the Health Officer, and
rewarked that, if such was the case, it was not right or
proper. If ships were permiited to come to the wharf
in this manner, as was allowed the other day, when a
vessel arrived with a case of smallpox on board, dis-
eases the maost dangerous mightspread amoung us before
we were aware of it.  He thought a medical gentleman
should be appuinted to give proper attention to this
matter. for his part, he did not feel safe as these
matters weve sttended to now.

Dr. JENKINS.—Did the hou. wember for Tryon
allude to vessels coming into Charlottetown?

Mr. HOW AT alluded to the steamer which came to
one of the wharls of this City a few days ago, with a
case of smallpox on buard.

Dr. JENKINS said that he hud the honor of being
appointed Flealth Officer for this port, and he could
assure the hon. member that, if vessels were allowed to
comae to the wharf, it need not oceasion any alarm.
The arrangements were that two policemen should be
placed on the wharf to prevent any person from going
on board or coming ashore from the vessel, until she
was examined by the Health Officer. As to the case
in hospital, to which reference had been made, it was
an exceedingly wild ore, and the man would soon re-
cover. The hon. member should have more confidence
in the medical gentlemen of this City, than to suppose
that they would not use every precantion in their power
to prevent infecticus diseases from spreading in the
community. They had as much regard for the health
of the community, and that of their own families, as any
other class; and he felt assured that all proper pre-
eautions would be taken.

Crown Lands Ofice.

Mr. PROWSE wished to know how the amount
voted for this service was to be appropriated.
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Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL stated thut tho
wrrangewent under the old pystem wag—

Lond Commissioner’ssalary ..o v £350 0 0.
Iet Aasistondo. i w8 ¢ 6
24 i 8¢ o 0

£580 0 O

Usader the arrengement now propoged—
The salary of the Leud Commissionor wos

Cpab et e e, BEOD 0§
ise Asmsistant, vie., Surveyor General........... 150 & @
234 Assistant ... e 150 ¢ ¢
8 s P 8 & O

v £58¢ 0 O

This amount was similar to what was paid seder the
old errangement, while it gave ap additional hand in
the office, without puiiing the country to any more
expense. ’

The Resolution was agreed to,
The Committes then arose, and reported.
Wilitary Training is Schools.

A letter from the Board of Education, enclosing a
communication from Col. Smith, Iaspecting Field
Officer of Nilitia, on the propriety of istroducing
military truiaing. into the Normal School, &e¢., being
taken up and read,— .

Hon. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION thought
it would be well to allow the communieation to lie on
"the table. )

Hon, ATTORNEY GENERAL was of opinion
that, a5 there were so many military men in this House,
it would be well if they would favor hou. members with
some remarks upon the subject matter of that commu-
wication, ag he had wot the slightest doubt that the
milisary experience of those hon. geatlemen would be of
great sorvice in enabling the House to decide a matter
of this kind. -

De. JENKINS would alse like to hear remarks
from military members on the subject, for, doubtless,
they qauld afford useful information on the advantages
te be derived from military training. He was bimself
conviuced of the pecessity there was for physical, as
well a8 mental trsining, and of the advantage of such
training to youog persous. The ordinary pursuits of
the great body of the people of this country were such
a3 would prevent them from devoting a sufficient time
to the subjeet to enable them to acquire a knowledge of
‘military evolutions; therefore he thought it would be
an advantage if school teachers were instructed in the
drill, so'that they might be capable of traising in mili-
tary exercise the boys committed to their charge.
Judging from recollections of his ewn schoolboy days,
he was certain that a purtion of the time now allotted
fur teachiog might be profitably spent in drilling the
scholars, as physical exercise invigorated both mind
and bedy; and the pupils so trained would, he believed,
attain greater proficiency in their stadies, than if they
were confined in school during the whole time. By
adopting this system, boys would grow up soldiers,
and no time need be lost in imparting a snowledge of
military duties, as was the case at present, in drilling
men of mature age, who went to muster with great
reluctance, and who-made very little progress in the

Hon. LEADER OF THE GOVERNMENT
thought the object might be accomyplishid ut » trifling
expense to the country, If those military inspectors
were engaged to iwpart this instruction, and believed
some arrapgement wight be eatered inte, by whick it
could be accomplished. ~ Such training improved the
appearnnce of boys, physically and otherwiss. How
often were Lioys to be seen very oaveless in their walk;
and those careless habits” were injurious to them in
after years, while, on the conirary, training of the
natuve referred to by Col. Smith would be beneficial to
(hew when they became men, He would go for allow-
ing the ¢ommunication to lie on the table.

Mr. MACNEILL said that he was not much of a
military main, yet he fully concurred in the spirit of the
communication, and would even go further, and mske
military training a qualification of the teacher; and as
the intention was to pay them better than they had
been lately, which he thought would be only right, he
would be willing also that they should have a liitle
more to do. He held a commission in the Militia; and
when the drill inspector was visiting his compary, he
{Mr. Macaeill) took him fo one of the district schools,
where he put the boys through the exercise of drill;
and the inspector was delighted with the aptness of the
boys, and also with the earnestness and spirit with
which they enteved into the exercise, and said that he
could learn the boys more in a day thau men would
fearn in a week.

Hon. Mr, HENDERSON believed that, in so far
as the gencral prideiple of wilitary traiviag in connee-
tien with schools and higher edueational institu-
tions was concerned, no person could raise a
valid objection. Ia the Normal Schools and other
institutions of learning in Scotland, 2 modified de-
gree of such training and gymnpastic exercises cone
stituted a part of the general training ; and the latter
wag extendud for the beuefit of girls as well as boys,
and had a decidedly beneficial effect upon their general
health and the development of their museular system.
He would therefore heartily support Col Swmith’s
recommendations, 23 he believed they wonld if
adopted, prove very beneficial to the rising gener. . o,

Mr. HOWAT did not know very well what to say
on the subject. Thoe bon. member for Cavendish
thought it shoyuld be adopted. in all our common
schools; but it ught to be remembered that there were
but a few hours a-day ia which teachers were engaged
with their pupils. He believed the hours of tuition
were only about five, and thought that, if this portion
of the time was encroached upon for the purpose of
drilling the boys in military exercises and evolutions,
the time left fur learning to read, write, &, would be
very limited; and a3 ho considercd the latier branches
of instraction were the wmost important, he was unwilling
to see the tini. taken up with the other. Ifthe House
were desirous of carrying out the recommendation, he
supposed it would be expected that the Government
would employ 2 properly qualified instructor to impart
this icséruction in the Normal School. For his part,
he did not think it was called for st the present time,
1f the people of Charlottetown were anxious for it, he
had no objection; butif se, he thought that, in all
fairness, they should pay for it themselves, because he

drill.

felt satisfied that the country did not require it.
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Hon. Mr. LAIRD said that, to carry oul fully the
reporamendation of Col Smith, it would be'found to
cost s much larger amount thao perhaps muny bon.
members were awygre of; and much more, he be-
lieved, that they would be willing to grant for that
purpose. [t was supposed that we weve living iu zn
‘enlightened age; but this movement appeared to him
83 5 retrograde oune, and to his mind bore u striking
rosomblance to the practices of savages. His opinion
was that, if we cultivated a love for military display
amd praetiest i vur childron when they were young, it
wo;lgl in afier li'e have a tendency to draw off their
attention from pursuits and objects of a more useful
nature. He believed that it would be far better to
train them up in the practical pursuits of industry,
which would bé of more service to them in afler years.
In Prassia, every child reéceived a military training
and education, and as a result they bad lately become
nation of warriors; and elthough they had recently
won some splendid victories, still he much doubted if
such training would ultimately tend to the real pros-
perity of that naticn. No doubt it was very well to
see persons, and especially young people, with a fine
figure, and walking erect; but if we believed in what we
had been taught was fo take place, that the time would
goon come when men should not learn the art of war any
more, then he held that it was our duty to teach our
children to look forward for this time of peace,and to
train up the youth of the Colony in such pursuits of
useful and practical industry, as would be sure to be
" useful to them throughout life, rather than in the cul-
tivation of habits which could only huve a tendency to
create a love for military duties and fame.

Mr. BRECKEN.-—If the time had arrived when
men would turn their swords inte ploughshares, &e.,
he would agree with the hon. member (Mr. Laird);
but it appeared that, in the present day, military
defences engaged the attention of statesmen of every
country. He was of opinion that physical training
was overlooked. It was essential to the health of the
hard student to bave the recreative exercises pecu-
Har to wilitary evolutious, and he would therefore sup-
port the adoption to a limited extent of wilitary train-
ing at schools.

Hon. Mr. DAVIES would, in.the main, support the
views of the Hon. Mr. Laird, on the subjeet of military

training at sehools ; but if teachers were competent to:

impart such instructions, he would not oppose the set-
ting apart & small portion of school hours for that pur-
pose. He would not,however, favor the employment of
military officers for'whom. that House would be called
upon to make provision. -

Hon. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION said it
were better that people should direct their attention to
agriculture, science, art and commereial pursuits than
to war and the sword; but as long as the prescut dis-
peosation lasted, war with all its concomitants would
have to be endured, It was, therefore, better always
to be forind in a stute of preparation. Youth was the
proper time to acquire a knowledge of ‘military evolu-
tions as well as other brenches of learning. It was
now the policy of all civilized countries to combine
gymoastic and military exercises with other branches
of . learning, . The éxercise and strengthening of the
physical system was essential to health of Dbody
and mind, and by the adoption of military train-

16

ing, mental progyess would be by uo mesns retarded,
Ta re}yfy to the hon, member for Bedeque (Mr. Laird.)
he might say that though Prussia was a natiop of sol-
diers, her -peoplé were slso lovers of literature. Some
of the ablest scholars mentioned in history were citizens
of that kingdom. They also werv skilled in the
mechunical arts and in agriculture, and their military
training did no harm to civilization as evidenced by
their recent celebrated military trivmphs. He aleo
alluded to Canada a8 a country where military training
was taught in colleges and schools, and said that,
among those who shed their blood in defence of their
country during the Fepian invasions of last summer

were students from the university of Toronto. :

The Letter bf Col. Smich, Field Inspector of Militia,
under consideration, was then ordered to be laid on
the table.

A message from the hon. the Legislative Couneil,
announced that the Council bad passed the Revenus
Bill without avy amendment ; after which, a message
from his Excellency commanded the attendance of the
House at the Bar of the Council Chamber, On the
return of the House to its own Chamber his honor
the Speaker reported thap His Excellency was pleased
to give his assent to the Revenue Bill, aud also to the
Act relating to limits and rules of Juils on this Island.

On motion of the Hon. CoLoNiAL SECRETARY, it
was ordered that the several papers and petitions now
on the table, which had been before His Excellency in
Council, and referred to the House, be now read:

The prayer of the petition from divers inhabitants’
of Lots 11 and 12 was supported by Mr. Ramsay, who
explained that the opening of the voad prayed for,
leading from D. Milligan’s to the shore of J. Carr,
would be of great benefit, not only to the petitioners,
but to the public generally. ' '

The said several petitions and documents were then
ordered to be referred to Committee ; after which the
House adjourned. :

Turspay, April 30,

Hon. Coronial Srcenrtary laid ou the table the
Sheriff's Return to the Writ-of KElection, issued for the
return of two members for the Second Distriet of
King’s County, in roow of ¥on. E. Whelav, Queen's,
Printer, and W. L. Clarke, Esquire, Collector of
Excise, whose acceptance of office vacated their seats.

Fowanrp Reiry and Axtmony MoeCoumacx,
Esquires, elected members of said District, appeared
at the Bar, and having been intrgduced, took the usual
oaths and their seats. , .

Mr. Brrn, from Committee of Supply, reported’
several Resolations agreed to; upon which the. ques-
tion of concurrence was severally put and carried.

The Bill to incorporate the Masonie Hall Company-
of Alberton was vead a second time and comumitted to
Committee of the whole House,—My. P, SiNcramr in
the Chair., ' o

The Bill was then read by the Chairman, in Com-
mittee, clanse by clause, and reported agreed o
without any amendment, and ordered to be engrossed. .

Mr. Owen presented a petition from diyers inhabi-
tants of Cardigan, against the opening 6f s new road

throngh certain lands North of Cardigan River..
Referred to Committee on new Roads.
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Dr. JENKINS presented petitivus from certain Fire
HFangine Companies in Chavlottetown, praying exemp-
{ion from Militia duty. In explainving the prayer of
thie petitipns, he remarked ibat in other countries Fire
Companies were exeropt, nol only {rom Militia duty,
Bat also from the payment of faxes, aud froin serving
ag Juvors. It was, thevefore, but faiy to place petiti-
oners on & similur footing with their fellow-Colonists
of New Brunswick, Nova Scotis and other places. It
must be plain to all that i wonld be impossible for the
members of Fire Engiue Companies Lo attend Diill, as
by law specified, and alluded to in the petitions, aund
at the same thee attend properly to their Engine
Rooms, and be ready at a moment’s nolice in case of
an alarm of fire.  He, therefore, would strongly uwrge
?w claims of the petitioners to the exemption prayed

or. . ,

Ordered thai said petitions be laid on the fable.

Hon.Arrorvey GeNEraL presented several petitions
on Roads, Bridges, and Wharfs; all of which were
vead and ordered
several Districts. . : ]

On motion of the Hon, Coroniar SECRETARY, the
petitions relating to the. opening of mew Roads

. w‘e;ni*e severally read, and ordered to be laid on the
table. '

The petition of divers inhabitanis of Cardigan, con-
cerning the opening of 8 new road through the lands
of John Parker, and others, was ordered to be with-
drawn, on the ground that the prayer of said petition
could not be entertained by the House, the remedy,
according to Statute, being in an appeal to tihe

. 8apreme Court. )

Hillsborough River Ferry.

Hon. Mr. DUNCAN gave notice that, to-morrow,
he would ask the Government if they intended to make
_any alterations relative to the manner in which the
Hillsborough Ferry was conducted, and if they con-
templated any improvements in the rauning of the
Ferry Boat. .

Hon. LEADER OF THE GOVERNMENT, in
reply, asked what improvements were expected? No
petitions being before the House, the Government, as
sucl, bad not been made aware of what improvements
were required. In order, therefore, to answer the

-questions of the Hon. Mr. Duncaun, it would be neces-
sary to inform the Government of what alterations or
improvemeunis were sought for.

Hon. Mr. DUNCAN alluded to the ununecessary
delay at breakfast and divner hours, and also fre-
guently at low tide. ¥e had expected that the Leader
of the Government, or his colleague, would bave some
complaints made 16 them about the matter. He might
also stats that the Contractor had informed bim of his
willingness to give up his contract, at a loss, owing
tﬁ the many complaints that had been made against

m. . : '

Hon. Mr. DAVIES said that, io regard {o informa-

tion respecting the Ferry, the constituents whom he
had the honor to represent bad so freguently pstitioned

the Legislature touching their grievances on that sub-
ject, that they almost despaired of redress. It was
strange that his hon. colleague shonld now expect
improvements to be made that had been neglected by
the late Government, of which that hon. gentleman
had becn a member. It was not his constituency alone
that were interested in the Ferry accommodation;
other sactions of that portion of the Island were also
affacted, for as greata quantity of agricaltural produets
wers brought to the market by that Ferry, as came on
gy of the other thoroughfares leading to Chariotte-
win. .

to be referred to the members of r;he

How, LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION said it was
time to put a stop to the discussion, which wus Guite

drregular, and vontrury to Parlinmentary rute. The

was regularly snbmiifed to the House.

- Hon. LEADER OF THE GOVERNMENT did not
ohjeet to the irregularity of the proceeding, oun the
grouud that he was anxious to obisin information
relative to the grievances complained of. The laie
Government bad the matter before them lust session,
and weut to some frouble collecting information on
the point. Itappeared that one boat was not sufficiend
fur the work required from the increased wafiic. The
Government would do all in their power consistent
with justice to the contractors. ) .
ilon. My, DAVIES congratulated the House on the
unanimity which had prevailed up io this period of
the Sassion, no counter resolutions having been sub-
witied in opposition to any guestion of importance:

Hou. LEADERGFTHE GOVERNMENT supposed |
that matters had been so well condneted that no room
was left for censure. : .

~ Yon. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION would
eorvect the hon. member (Mr.Davies), and inform him
that two counter resolutions had been submitted, of
considerdble importance, the one being to recommig
the Revenne Bill, with the view of lowering the duties
on certain liquors inported to this Colony~the othexr
velative to the grant for steam communication with”
Souris, &e. How such resolutions could have escaped
ilie notice of the Houn. Mr. Davies, if he were in his
seat, be was at a loss to know, '

Houn. ATTORNEY GENERAL said that the matter
must have eseaped the memory of his hon. colleague
in the Govermmnent.

House adjourncd.

proper time to diseuss the guesiion would be when it

mammmaromon

. WEDNESDAY, May 1.

Hon, Arrorsey GENERAL presented to the House a
Bill for the continuance of certain expiving laws, which
was received, and committed to a Commities of the
whole. Hon. M. Laird m the chair.

Reported agreed to.

On motion of the Hon. Arrorsey GeNERAL- the
time limited for the reception of new matier was ex-
tended to Wednesday next, the 8th inst., in se fir as
yelated to matters of a public nature.

“Hon. CoLoniAL SECRETARY presented to the House a
meraorandum of the Stock now on the Government
Stock Farwm. ‘

Hon. ArrorNey GENERAL presented & Bill to enable
George C. Stiles, of Westmorland County, New Bruns-
wick, to obtain Letters Patent for the invention of a
new and useful improvement in the comstruction of
Spinning Wheels. : :

The said Bill was received, read, and ordered o be
referred to the Special Committee (o report thergon,

"House adjonrned for one heur.
'_uvrmimbix SESSION,
The Bill to diminish the delay aqd expense of pro-

ceedings in the Court of Ohancery in this Island, was
read a third time £ad passed. ' ’

School Visitors’ Reports. .

" Hon. Arrorney Generar presented to the Houss
the Reports of the Visitors of Schools for the Eastern
and Western Sections of this Island, for the past year.

Reeceived and re_ad.
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Hon. LEADER OF THE GOVERNMENT said
that miuch of the reports was compiled from informa-
tion received indireetly from ojhers. Last year, they
had not been pablished ; but since they weve cousid-
ered of sufficient imporiance, by the Board of Educa-
tion, to be submitied to the House, it would perhaps be
vight to publish at least part of them in the Journsls,

Mr. REILLY remarked that, in his opinion, ihe
money expended during the Inst few years for the visit-
ing of schools in this Island had been literally wasted.
The information given in the reports reslly amounted
{o nothing, and this he did not wonder at when he
considered that the sum paid to both the Visitors was
not sufficient for one,—not so much, in fact, as had
been paid for the travelling expenses of the Superin-
tendent of Public Works during the past year. Bo
long, too, as those offices were given fo political favor-
ites rather than persons of real merit, the duties would
never be properly performed. This would, he hoped,
be remedied. The most important poriions of the
veports were the statistics of the number of scholars in
attendance at the schools, but these were in general
furnished by the teachers themselves. He defied the
House to tell from the Reports who were the really
meritorious teachers. He understood that the Ednca-
tion Act would be before the House in & few days,
and trusied ihat, when so large an amount of the
public money was expended under it, hou. members
would see thai it was not frittered away by the
appointment of useless School Visitors. -

Hon. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION would cor-
rect the hon. the Leader of the Government. The
Reports were published in the Journals of last year.

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL said that they were
ublished last year, but not the year before. The theu
ader of the Government had stated that they were
not worthy of publication. He (hon. Atty. General)
agreed with much that had been said by the hon.
member for St. Peter’s, especially as regarded the in-
sufficiency of the salary now paid to School Visitors
‘When their expenses were taken into consideration,
. it was absurd to sup&ose that £150 per apnum could
compensate them. Making fhe offices non-political,
00, would much increase the efficiency of the Visifors.

Hon, LEADER OF THE QOPPOSITION had always
been of opinion that the School Visitors’ salaries
were pot soficient to remunerate them. Clorks in
mercantile establishments frequently received as much
or more. He agreed with the principle that those
offices should be non-political. In Upper Canada,
which had the most perfect school system in the Colo-
nies, the Superintendent of Fducation, Dr. Ryerson,
had held his offlce for mauy years, notwithstandin
changes in the government. He (Mr. Haviland) had,
though a supporter of the Iate Government, never ap-

‘ f;g;‘ed of the a;:ggiﬁtment of two Visitors for the
d. One, he ght, conld discharge the duties,

if properly remunerated. He hoped that the present

Government wonld appoint but one, and pay him

well, and that they would have 8 clause in the Act

gerovldlng that he shounld retain his office during good

havior, 80 long as he did not meddle with politics.

Mr, P. SINCLAIR was glad to hear hon. members
#ay that these officers should not take part in polities.
He thonght that a Sehool Visitor should be appointed
for sach of the three counnties, and would be willing
¢hat they shonld hold their sitmations during good
behaviour.

Hon., Mr. HOWLAN considered it rather strange
{hat, after spending so Jarge an amount on education
sannually, and being accustomed to make a boast of

our svsien, that the Repovls of the Bchivol Visitors
should be regaurded as not worih publishing. The
-year betfore last, the Leader of the then Guvernment
opposed the publication of thew, saying that it was
wrong fto spend the revenue in printing so much
trash. As a proof thut in many cases the siatistics
giveu iu the Reports were unreliable, ho would mon-

had requested that they might be furnished o him, as
he was too busy to obtaln them himself,  luformation
regarvding our schools conld only be ebtained from
these siatisties, and if they could vot be depeaded
wpon, of what use were they? Wil all yespeet to the
Visitors, we bad not oblained value for the money
expended. He hoped that hon. members would agree
in raising the salaries of the Visitors, so that wmien of
talent mwight be induced {o take upon themselves the
duties of the office. We had young men wmmong us
who were perfecily competent to do so, and weshould
not then be compelied to come to the conclusion that
the reports were not fit to be published.

Mr. ARSENAULT knew that the Heporis were in
mauy cases not to be relied upon.  As an iustancee he
would mention that the Visitor for the wesiern see-
tion, in his last report, stated that on Lot 1) there
were six or seven schools vacant, and that the people
showed apathy on the subject of education. Iie kuew
that this was not the case, for he was wel acquainted
with that locality. There were some schools iu the
district which were vacant for a short time, owing
to the difficulty of procuring licensed teachers to take
the place of the Acadian teachers who had before
occupied them ; butat no time were'six or seven unoc-
cupied, aud the fact that there were so many
schoolhouses there, proved that the people took an
interest in education. He might mention that some
time ago, the 8chool Visitor during three years never
inspected his (Mr. Arsenanlt’s) school, in Lot 15, but
appiied to him for the statistics, He did not allude
to the present Visitor for the western section, nor to a
person who stood high in tho estimation of the House,
Both Visitor and teacher would have to be better
paid, before any great improvement could be ex-
pected.

Bir. CAMERON would like to see School Visitors
non-political. In their appointment merit, vather
than political bias, shonld be regarded. They were
not sufficiently paid for the services which they had
to perform, and the difficalties which they encounter-
ed in travelling, especially in winter. Ile could state
from his own knowledge, that the Visitor for the
western section, was & very efficient officer. The
statistics which he had given of those districts with
which he (M. Cameronf was acquainted, were eor-
rect, and were obtained not from others, but by visit-
ing the schools regularly twice a year.

‘Mr. BELL.—As regarded the Visitor for the west-
ern part of the Island, he could say thai he did not
know amore diligent official, and believed that any-
thing whieh appeared in his report was perfecily
relinsble, as he personally inspected every school.
What had been stated by the hon. member from
Egmont Bay (Mr. A.) might be true, but it must be
recollected that the Visitor was not bound fo visit
schools which, like those alluded to, were not under
his control. Each County should, he thought, have a
Board of Education of its own, compesed of the
clergymen of the County. These Boards might all be
under the control of a central one, but it was good
policy to bring the working machinery as near ag
possible to the work., The educatien system should
undergo a complete and thorough investigation, that,

it might be based npon the best prineiples.

tion that he knew of one distriet in which the Visitor . -
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Hon. Mr. MACAULAY thought it rather ivregular
that after the Ieports had been read, a discussion
should take place as to whether & School Visitor might
interfere ov not in polities. Did hon: members sup-
pose that they could prevent him from baving politieal
opinions, or did they purpose restricting a man’s free-
dom of thought, or restraining him from expressing
his views, stwaply because lie held a certain position in
the Colony under the Government 2 He reslly could
notb tell what was before the House with so irregulara
discussion. ,

Hou. Mr. DAVIES could never sce ibat anytbing
was to be gained frowm the School Visitors’ Reports,
unless perhaps n few statistics of the number of
schools and scholars, e believed that pavents through-
ont the Island were just as capable of judging of their
children’s progress at school as the very best Visitor
who paid a hurried visit of perhaps three gquarters of
an hour in length. ' That was the usual extent of the
visit when made, and sometimes it was not made at
all, for at a puablic meeting which he had attended in
the country it was stated that the schools in the dis-
trict had not been visited for a year before. No in-
formation could be gained from those Reports toassist

in framing & new Education Bill. Indeed the Bill:

which bad been brought forward at first required very
few amendments. The school houses in sowme parts of
the country were too close together; claser than the
law regulated. He had himself seen five within a dis-
tance of five and one guarter miles. This was wrong,
and yet not one word was said about it in the Report.
It would be well to call the attention of the Visitors
to this, that such irregularities might be prevented.
The people in the country had begun to believe that
they were’ to be educated to such a degree that it
would be almost unnecessary for them to pevform any
kind of manual labor; that the young men were to
get cuch a sty le of education as {o enable them to ob-
tain situations in offices in town at £150 per annum
without auy trouble. ¥e was iu favor of giving chil-,
dren in the eountry a good general education such as
would be reguired by mechanics, but thought that if
a man wished his child to have a classical eduecalion,
he should pay for it, and not have it provided for him
out of the Revenue. There was much nnnecessary
machinery connected with the present education sys-
tem which might be dispansed with. The Master of
ihe College could, he thought, discharge all the duties
which were now discharged by the Board. e wonld
favor having Granyunar schools established similar to
that in Belfust, which he had had the pleasure of vis-
iting net long ago. I he had ihe opporvtunity of send-
ing his children to that schoel, he would have no de-
sive that they ‘should aitend an Acadewmy, for they
could there obisin no.excellent education—iar better
than be could forty vears ago. There should be ac-
complished men to preside over these schools, while
the common ones could be conducted by teachers of a
lower elass. _ v _

Hon. Mr. HENDERSON was pleased to hear gome
voniarks which had been made by ion, members, and
surprised at others, The Visitor for the western sec-
tion of the Island apppeared to be favorably reported
of by all, while he heard nothing said in favor of the
Visitor for the eastern section. There would seem
to be spies who watched his movements, that they
might detect him if he did not do his duly strictly.
He doubted, however, if all the statementsinade about
him were veliable. The complaints against him roese
principally, he thonght, from the fact that he wasa
gentieman who could not be prevented from express-
ing his political views. .It was acknowledged that
the salary which he received was too small, and when
this wus taken into consideration, in sonuection with
his advanced wears and past scrviees, some allowance
should be made if he did not discharge his daty as

well as miih_t_ba wished, If more reserved in politics
he would, however, get less blame, and wore praise.
He was astonished at some remarks which had been
made Ly the hon member for Belfast, when he afirm-
ed that the parents in the country were guét a8 capable
of juéging of a child’s progress as the School Visitoy,
This he did not admit. Hon, members wereé well
awave, that there were mauny people throughout the
country who cared little or nothing shout education.’
He found that in his district, though it was equsl to
any in the Island, that there were many of that class.
He was not, as the hon. member for Belfast appeared
to be, afraid of the higher order of education. What
education he had obtained bad cost him much effort,
but he never thought that he had too much. Ednca-
tion was of benefit to every one, from the herdsman
to the Prime Minister. If our teachers were not
thoroughly eduacated, they could never be efficient,
and he was at  loss to understand how they were to
be educated, if we acted as the hon. member for Bel-
fast appeared to wish, and repudiated Academies.

Hon. LEADER OF THE GOVERNMENT
remarked that the experiment which had been tried by
the late Government, in having two Visitors for the
Island, did not appesr to give any greater satisfaction
than the plan adopted by the Liberals when first in
power. Unless parents took a grester interest in
education, than appeared to be the case from the Reports
of the Visitors, the inspection of schools must be com-
paratively worthless. The Reports had betier be laid
on the table for the present, and at the elose of the
session, when the matter for the Journals was revised,.
it might be decided whether or not they were worth
printing in full in the records of the House. It was
unsatisfactory to be paying so much for Visitors’
salaries, and printing reports, unless we had soms.
statistical information regarding the state of education
in the Colony. The first Report uader the operation
of the Free Education Act was productiv: »f no little
benefit, for it was given by a geatleman =t was com-
petent to examine schools, and one whe. .5 no parti-
zan. © A Visitor should endeavour t- : & faithful
report, rather than attempt to plea-’ the teachers,
This Island expended about one-thici of its revenue
for educational purpoges; but this Iicuse could ot be
espected to continue granting suck u lurge sum avery
year for that object, unless instraction was really impart-
ed t}o the youth of the Coleny in a fuir proportion to the
outlay. ’ e

Me. MACNEILL thought the Flouse could searcely

Jjudge of the state of education in the Colony from the |

Reports just presented. In his opinign, theschools of
the Island were not so well conducted as they were
some 15 years ago. This might be the fanls of the
parents to some extent, who, no-doubt, did not fake
sufficient interest im the education of their childssi «
but he believed also that teachers were not 5o ea‘re{'ui
and painstaking as they used to be formerly. He wag
of opinion that if local Boards, composed of some of
the teachers, were appointed, subordinate to the Board
in Charlottetown, to examine the schools in certain
sections of the country, it would be a better system of
inspection than the present one. ‘ Lo

The Reports were then laid on the table. -
The House again resolved itself into’ Committee of

Supply, when the Resdlutions granting the pay of hon, .
members, &e., were agreed to and reported. ~ T
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Hillsborough Hiver Fexvy.

Hon. Mr. DUNCAN, sedording to notice, asked
~ whist slterntitns or arrangements, if gny, the Govern-

Htént contemplated making relative to the Hillsborough
Porry—and st the ‘same tims, he would correct a
remark mede by him yesterday; with respeoct to the
Ferry Btesmier stopping at four o’clock in the Fall of
the year. He was since informed that she always'ran
till five o’¢lock in the afternion. =

~ Hop:. LEADER OF THE GOVERNMENT puid,
in yeply, that there was no timesince notice was given,
for the Goyernment to inyestiga‘m the matter, Ifany
matérial obange was reguived, it was better for the
House to considar it in Committee, and cewe to Bome
resolution on the subject..  The Government was pre-
pared o give every pessible facility to the publie,
gelative to that Ferry, and he would be willing to hear
the subject debated by the House in Committec of the
whele. L A . .

" Hlotise adjourhed.

‘ o Taurspay, May 2.
 Hon Mr. HOWLAN presented a'petition from Agus-
tine Calaghan and others, merchants and other in-
habitants of Casenmpee, praying for an smendment to
the . Small Debt Act. He explained that petitioners
prayed for an amendment to the law relating to the
recovery of Small Debts, by providing, in cases of|
a{m’aﬁ-l,’ that the Respoadent as well as the Appellant
should be required to give security for the costs of the
appeal. It was alloged that cases frequently oceurred
where parties having unfounded claims went to law,
anticipating that, rather than incur the costs of de-
fence the defendant would compromise such elaims.
If characters of that olass were compelled to give
sacurity, there would be less litigativn in the Courts.
He, therefore, hoped that the pruver of the petition
-would receive the careful consideration of the House.

Ordered, that said petition be referred to a Com-
iittee of the whole House to-morrow.

Mr. RaMBAY predented a petition from divers in-
habitants of Lots 10 and 11, praying for the establish-
ment of a Hew Post Offiee; the prayer of which could
not bs entertained as it had not been forwarded to the
Governmetit acoording to the rile of the House.

Hon. ArrorNEY GENERAYL presented to the House
geveral petitions, all praying for the establishment of
Small Debt Courts, as follows:—

Petition of M. Rowe and other inhabitants of Mon-
tague Bridge. o

Patrick Doyle, and others, of South-west Settle-
ments, Townships, Nod. 26 and 27.

 Thomas Caine, and other inbabitants.of Georgetown
Bosd, Baldwin’s Road, Sparrow’s Boad, and the Bar-
rens, King’s County.

Ordered that said. petitions be referred to a Com-
mittee of the whole House to-morrow.

Hon LeAdEr or THE GOVERNMENT presented to
the House the Datailed Public Accounts for the past

_Ordered, that the said Accounts be reféerred to the
Special Committee appointed to éxamine the same,
" and report thereon.

17

Augendmenis o the Bducniion Aot

Hon, Arvomnsy Gunzsan moved that the House
go - into Commities, to take into consideration the
expediency of amending the law relating to Hducstion.

- Motion agyeed to. . ‘
Hon, Leaver oF tHE GOVERNMENT laid on the
table deveral petitions from School Teachers, setting
forth wumerous gricvinces with which they are op-
pressed under the existing Education Law, and piay-
ing the attention of the House to the defects i the

satd law, and for a remedy of such grievanees. ‘

Ordered, that ssid petitions be referred to the Com-
mittee of the whole House, on the expediency of
amending the Edueation Law. .

- The House then resclved itself into the said Com-
mittee. Mr. G. Siycrarr in the Chair.

The following Resclutions were moved by the hon.
ATTORNEY GENERAL 1— ' ,

1. Resorvep, That the Salaries of the Teachers be paid
in fall out of the Treasury, on the basis of the salaries
allowed by 26th Vietoria, Chapter 5, instead of parily by
Treasury, and partly by the people; but all Teachers of
each class shall, until they have actually taught for a period
of three years, and beea engaged as Teachers under the
Act for that period, receive Five pounds per annum less
salary than those who have taught for that or a longer
period; and oply after such three years’ service shalla
Teacher be entitled to the full salary as above, and that
the Act be amended to carry out this Resolution.

2. ResoLvep, That the payment in full, of the Salary of
each Teacher out of the Treasury, shall commence from
the end now current quarter of & year of his engagement.

3. Rusorvep, That the average attéudance of Scholars
shall be calculated in each case, at the end of each half
year, instead of at the end of each quarter as now reguired
under the said Act.

Hon., ATTORNEY GENERAL, in moving the
Resolutions, said that the principal object contem-
plated this year was to raise the teachers’ salaries,
which he thought was required. The last amendment
tothe Aot had not given general satisfaction, and the
repesl of that clause now became a necessity. It was
not the intention of the Government to go into the
whole Act this year,—for the lateness of the session
and the short time the Government had ab their dis-
posal, rendered it impossible to do so. The intention,
therefore, was to introduce an amendment which
would do away with the amount required to be raised
in 8 school district, and make the whole payable from
the Treasury. The amount now required for the
service was £13,000, and the additional amount re-
quired to be made up by the School distriets, was
about £4000, This latter amount the Government
proposed to pay from the Treasury, while it would not
prevent districts supplementing their Teachers, if they
saw fit to do so. By this contemplated srrangement,
the sum required would be about £17,000 a-year.. The
Government also considered it advisable not to grant
full allowance to teachers until they served three years;
but that they should for that period be subjeei to a
reduction of £5 per annum, which, he believed, was
an arrangement that would meet the views of experi-
ment teachers themselves, for it was not considered
fair that young men, who had just received a dicense
to teath, should be put upon a level with old and expe-
rienced teachers. It was also contemplated that this

arrangement should not come into operation wuniil the
&
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ead of the present qusrter, when five months of the
_ preseui financial year would have sxpired,~which
would inorease the usual sllowancsio the extent of
wbout £2800, sn amount which he thought would net
very materinlly affect the general expenditure; nnd
when the House met next year, we should be in & better
position to know if our educational system could be
earried on without an additionsl tax, than we were at
present. There were various items of expenditure,
such as the amounts required for the Victoria Barracks,
the Light House at the Nozth Cope, &o., which we
bad to grant last year, that we should not be called upon
for this year; and these smounts eould go to the educa-
tion of the youth of the Island; so he thought that,
with due economy, we would not materially feel the
additional allowance. No doubt the Act required fo be
amended in several parts, and probably mexi year it
might be advisable to review the whole affair. Care
had been taken not o increase uunscessarily the num-
ber of school districts, so that no uncalled-for expendi-
ture might ¢ake place. - The alterations to which he
alluded were the only ones contemplated to be made
this session. The revenue this year would probably be
£15,000 less thap it was last year, yet he did hope
that, if the decrease should be this much, and an addi-
“tional tax should be reqaired to keep up our system of
education, no objection would be taken fo it; but for
the present the Government did not deem it necessary
to resort to anything of the kind.. As the Law now
stood,school districts bad to tax themselves ; and should

it be found necessary hereafter to resort to an additional

Giovernment iax, he agreed in opinion wiih many,
that it would be much less objectionable than the
faw as at present.  As a member of the Board of Edu-
- eation, and as a professional mas, he had noticed that
a.good deal of contention had arisen out of this matter,
He knew of many Jawseits that had taken place, and of
parties who, not having professional advice, had ap-
ealed from judgments given below, some of which had
een reversed, and others confirmed; but in either
case puiting the party to loss, and creating o great deal
of ill-will, He felt convinced in his own mind that, if
we wished to preserve the credit of our school system,
the teachers must be paid wholly from the Treasury.
. Teachers were 2 highly respectable and useful class,
‘and the difficulties whieh they had to undergo, as the
law was at present, pleced them in a very unhappy
position ; and he did aot know of u solitary instance
where, in any part of the country, an objection would
be taken to the change now proposed to be made. The
fact was, the people had to bear the burden, take it
which way you would. The mode now proposed would
prevent litigation, He believed that, the ill-feelings
caused by the difficulties connected with raising this
extra amount had been the means of closing the
gchools in several distriets,

Hon, LEADER OF THE GOVERNMENT, in
rising to second the motion, said that, although the
question might be regarded as a Government measure,
yet he did not anticipate that it was going to be ap-
proached in a party spirit. The late and preceding
Governments had made, at different times, alterations
. in the Act; but he believed that the different amend-

ments bad not met with general approval. The
amendment made by the late Government, which

reduced the allowance to the teachers, had given 8

2
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great deal of dissutisfwetion. The people had, for
some years, snjoyed the ’frivilaga of baving the teachers
wholly paid from the Treasury; and; no doubt, suy
stienpt o alter that nrrangement would present dnﬂg-
culties. The first addition made te the original sum
allowed by the Act to the teachers was £5, and then i
was raised a farther sum of £5. After the last sddition
which was made by the late (rovernment, they no
doubt feit that the sum for cducation bore heavily upon
the Colony, sud thought that s reduction in the allow-
unce from the Tressury would relieve the Colony of the
payment of ‘a considerable sum ; but notwithstanding
this object was gained, the amendment had nob given
anything like péneral satisfaction. It was not the
amount to be raised by the people that was so wuch
complained of, as the difficulties attending its collection;
and kis opinion was that it would be well to pui the
teachers in & better position than they were at present.
He believed the propofed arrangement would give
more general satisfaction. Certainly it was not s very
pleasant matter for School Trustees to have to fax their
neighbors, and sometimes be required to sue them.—
Bather than undergo the great unpleasaniness which
too often attended these matiers, he was sure ii
would be better for the people to submit to a more
goneral tax, in whatever way it could be imposed.
Doubtless they would yet have to submit to be taxed
bigher for this object; and he believed that they would
cheerfully submit to it for the cause of education.
Some were of opinion that it would be better to add
only £10 to the legislative allowance this year; but on
considering the matter over, the Government thought
it would give more general satisfaction to add the £15.

here were many who believed that they should have
more than was now contemplated to be given; and that
the people ought to make up a portion as at present;
but he thought that it would be far betier to pay the
whole amount out of the Treasury. A superior teacher
would, he had no doubt, in every intelligent district,
be supplemented to some extent voluntarily by thé
people. = As had been said by his bon. friend the Atty.
General,it was thought by the Government, and also by
the people that it was unfair that a young man, just
entering his profession, without any experience as a
teacher, should be placed upon alevel with the man
who had devoted years to teaching. Hence, until he
had taught three years, he was not to receive the same
amount. This view of the matter would, he believed,
meet the views of the teachers themselves,

Mr. BRECEEN remarked that, although it was not
his intention to offer any opposition to the resolution
of the hon. the Attorney General, yet he contended
that the alterations made in the Education Act by the
late Government in 1863, by providing that £15, cur-
rency of the teacher’s salary should be raised by local

assessment on the iahabitants of each district,wasbased .

upon a sound principle. - The principle of local assess-
ments {o angment the salaries of the teachers was, he
understood, recognized in most public systems of educs -
tion, It prevailed in S~~land Pruossia, many of the
Union, and also, he believed,
in Canada. .In Novz ivotia, they had passed a new
Education Act, which, he understood, although at first.
unpopular, was giving general satisfaction; and under
its operation schosls ware incressing and education fast
improving. That Act, after providing a certain por-
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tion of theteacher’s salary should be paid cut of the Pro-
vingial chest, imposed an assessment on the inhabi-
tauts of the several achool distriots to make up the
remainder. The late Governnient here had been charged
with having destroyed Free Education by imposing
" & local assessment. ' This, ke conténded, was.a dslu-
gion; the fact was, the system could not strictly be
tormed free, inssniuch as its cost was defrayed from the.
pockets of the people. - He thought it wes immaterial
whether the £15 was raised by local assessment, or by
an additional land tax, It certainly argued & want of
a?'prehia\tian of the sdvantages of education on the part
of the people, if they considered it s hardship to con.
tribute a vmall sum, sunually, toward the education of
their children. Privileges aud advantages, when free,
were not always, as a rule, valued as bighly as when
they cost something. Under what was called the free
a{étem,‘ parents were carcless sbout the attendance of
their ochildren at school. The law, a8 it now stood,
would have worked better had the teachers been trne
to themselveés. They should bave had a common un-
derstauding not to enter into any engsgeuients unless
the Act was carried out in itsintegrity, and the amount
t be raised bg the distriot really paid. Had tliey not
been underbidding each other, tgey would have had
the remedy in their own hands. However, as the
amendments made by the late Government did not
appear to-be well received by the people, and did not
work well, he was not disposed to oppose the amend-
ments now sought to be made. 'The proposal on the
part of the Government to make a difference of £5 be-
tween the salaries of teachers who had aserved more
than three years, and of those who had not served for
that period, was perhaps right.

Hon, Mr. HENDERSON.—The Leader of the Gov-
ernment had furnished the key to the people’s general
dissatisfaction with the present state of our Laws rela-
ting to educatien, when he said that the people greatiy
disliked the withdrawal of any favor that they had for
a time enjoyed. This principle lay at the root of their
present discontent. He believed that both political
parties contributed their due share tot% - state ofthings
which nceessitated the amendment «- .363. For the
Liberal (tovernment, when they introduced the free
system of education, greatly underestimated its cost to
the Colony; and their successors raised the teachers’
salaries, but made no additional provision to meet the
increased outlay. He believed that our teachers had
not been overpaid at any time, or the standard of our
education too high, and the hon. Commitiee would
probably admit the fact; still, as a general rule, our
expenditure should not exceed onrrevenue. Heread-
ily admitted that the late amendment was very un-
popular (Hear! hear! from several hon. members),
for his own experionce as_a Bcheol Trustee was sufli-
cient to convince him of this; but to the credit of the
school district in which be lived, it should be gtated
that no case of litigation had oceurred among them for
school taxes during the last ten yéars; and yet he be-
lieved their feacher received annnally £20 or £325,
through the voluntary contributions of those in the

" district who could best afford to pay it. He would
give to the Government on this guestion his general
sapport, reserving particular remarks until the mat-
tor came before them in another shape. He could
not endorse the views of theé hon. and learned member
for Charloitetown (Mr. Brecken), with respect to the
difference hetween a direct and an indireet tax,
When the tax was dird8t, as it was in the case of the

£15 which the ;iabg}le bad {0 make up of the teacher's
salary, there was no escape for the poor man from
paying his dus share of it, unless it was through the

generosity of bis neighbors; but when it was {ndirect,

which it was when levied on articles of consumption,
the poor man mighi, and often did, deny himself in
these, and thereby his taxes might be much lighter
than they counld be in the former instance, S

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL.—It was unnecess -
sary for him to say more on the resolution now. He
knew that the subject was one which deserved more
attention than it was possible o give it {his year;
and indeed the resolution only contemplated thet the
emendment should be for one year, when e hoped the
matter would be entered into more fully. He knew
that there was an important clags of teachers, whose
claims had not received sufficient attention: but he
hoped that the Government would yet be able to make
f,haéupgovision for them, to which they were jusily
entitled. ) : - '

Mr. HOWAT thought that he might be allowed to
make & remark or ¢éwo. He believed that some small
blame had been laid to the charge of the Hon. Mr.
Laird, Senior, and bimself, by the Hon.Mr.McEachon,
in Lis address to the electors previous to the lale gen-
eral election, in which he had stated that the amend-
ment now proposed would have been carvisd oul last
session by the late Government,had it not been for the
opposition of Hon. Mr. Laird and himself; but as there
were members of the late Government preseunt, and
also some of iheir supporters, he would be happy if
zuy of them wouald shew when or where be had opposed
the measure. : )

Hon. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION. —Perhaps
it was in caucus! :

Mr. HOWAT was not aware that the guestion had
been brought up in cancus, or anywhereelso, Ile had
never thrown any obstacles in the way of an amend-
ment, nor had he ever any desire to do so. The pre-
seni proposed amendment he wonld cheerfully sup-
port. ith respect to the reduction intended fo be
made in the allowance to teachers for the fivst three
years, he was not 8o certain ihat it would give general
satisfaction. As they had to undergo a training in the
Normal School, he was unable to see why they should
not receive the same pay, if equally gualified for the
discharge of their dutigs.

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL was glad that the
hon. member for Tryon had had an opportunity of
explaining his position, for certainly, he (the hon.
Attorney General) bhad been under the impression
that, only for the hon. member, the amendment would
have been brought forward last year. While he
thought it would have been invidious and improperto
bring forward in public anything which had taken
place in private, he was glad that the hon. member had
been able to explain the matter so satisfactorily.

Mr, REILLY was sorry that there was not time to
go more fully into the guestion now before this hon,
Committee. With respect to the amendment of the
late Government, there could be no doubt that the
step was an injudicious one. The present Govern-
ment, in now itaking upon themselves the responsi-
bility of again raising the allowance to what it was
formerly, felt that they were doingright. Tle thought
that the late Government, in lowering the teachers’
salaries, effected anything but an ameundment in the
Education Act. In nine cases out of ten, the teachers
had to depend almost altogether upon what they re-
ceived out of the Treasury. Xe was of the opinion
that the scale proposed should be further exiended so
as to comprise three classes. It was hardly fair to
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place old andl experieated teachers on u fooling with
young men wirhout eperience. €
E:ee siasges of teashers, the fivet of whorti shounld bave,
gjm the salaries shonl be'tglaeda'ﬁ;, and afterwards
the maximum sum. This would frduce young men
to confine theniselves to the profession, and enter ¥
with the intention of making a life ccctipation. At
&, there was a coustant sireaw of teachers com-
%ﬂﬁa and & siream going out of the employment;
1 we could not sxpect to see effieient t¢athors re-
smaining as instructors of youth, unless a4 ehange was
msade in the system. These remaiks wight be some-
whal out of place, as he understood that the Govern-
meat wonld not permit any further amendment at
present ; but he thought that the wholé question would
goon have t0 be grappled with 8o as to adjust opr
esducationsl laws to the xe?nirémé”n'tb of the age, andin
conformity with the designs of Chifstisn nociéty in
roviding instruction for the benefit of both sgkes.—
He believed that a class of young men had grown u
under the Education Law of this Island, who,for their
opportunities,woald compare favorably with those of
thte weighboring Provinces, or even of the United
States. This fact they had proved alveady. (Ap-
Ef:ﬂﬁn;) In the matter of education, our country was
mproving. He thoughi also that ah amendoient
houlid be introduced respecting fomale teachers.
[heit sularies should not be 86 far below those of the
wales as they were. He found that, in many of the

Naw England States, two-thirds of the teachers werc| .

femnles, and many of them had clm}e of superior
schools. He had read of one young lady who was a
successful candidate as a ieacher for one of the highest
-schools in New York; and he did not see why it was,,

. when they had to undergo an examination precisely
the same as male teachers, that they were not entitled
to receive the same pay. The hon. member for Char-
lottetown said that the Free Education Act was s
delusion ; but surely the hon. member did not wishto
go back to the old system. There were many who
wounld never fake the educaiion of their childven into
their own hands, and thequestion was,should theyoun
be allowed to grow up iniguorance? He certainly ﬁi§
think that the amendment made by the late Govern-
ment, with & view to improve the matter of eflucation,
had, to a certain extent, cr‘iippled the Act it was
inteénded to amend. e would add that he purposed
to support the resolution. .

Hon. Mr. DUNCAN, in reply to the hon. member
for Saint Peters, would say that, in the United States,
0o part of the teachers’ salaries was {aken out of the

eneral revenue at'all:  The amendment {o the Actby

16 late Government was very well, and had been in-
trodaced with a viow of causing the people to take
more interest in the education of their children; but
the people did not seem to be satisfied 'with it. He
thought there was one erver in that amendmeni;
before the sum granted was paid out ot the Treasury,
it should have been made imperative on the district {o

vay the amount required of them by law. Had this
een done, be believed thers would not have been so
much dissatisfaction. In. the United States, they
siever thought of going to the general revenue for the
support of their schools; and he thought it was the
right_principle. It was true, however, that it was
raised by assessmenti; but it was reamsonsble o sup-
pose that parents would pay more attention to the
edueation of their children, if they had to pay s portion
directly themselves. The last amendment might have
. been the means of preventing too many schools being
eatablished, for his opinion was that in many cases
they were foo close !t‘g%eiher. It was hard to keep
them down, for, even under theé last amendment, too
many were in operation. 'There was miore paid for
educaiion out of our revenue, in propeoriion to our

There ought to ba|the
say £45, for the first three years; afier the three firs

P | service demande

receipts st the Treasury, thau fu apy other country in
world. Batbhe would sapputt_a% measure calems
lated to perfact the school system, The hon. member
for Baint Peters had referred to the United Btates, but
there the people taxed themselves. = *
“Mr. REILLY dié not guots the Uniled Btates as au
example. - Coe L
Mr. P. BINCLAIR would not say that the e Gowe
ernment, in passing the last smhendment, wors sctuated
by other than good iultentions. Their object wss, hé
believed, to make those who direcily received the
benefit pay more thau those who indirectly receivéd o
benefit; and in thatwirangement there was apparently
some’ wisdom. The proposed amfendment did not
increade the salary of the teachers; it merely ehanged
the mode of paying it. The amiount paid to teachers
WaB I like an equivsient for the gquslifications
reguired. Bohool teachers and rosd commissioners
‘received no@hm%

like remunerative salaries for the
of them. £60 was the lowest that
an experienced school teacherought to receive; butas
the revenue at the tgreseﬁt time would not afford it, i
was better to pay them according to the meaus at the
disposal of the Government, than to lay on an exirs
tax., The clavas in the Education Act compelling
teachers fo aitest om ocaih to their guarierly retur:
he considered entirely too stringent, and thoughi i
should be repsaled. ' i

Hon. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION had not
intended to speak on the subjeet of edacation until the
second reading of the Bill which was to be brought in;
but as hos. memimbers appeared inclined to express
their opinions on the Resolution béfore the hon. Come
mittee, it would not become him to remain silent on
this mest important and vital question. He had held
a seat in the House in 1852, when the Free Education
Act, as it was commonly termed, was introduced, and
‘was, in fact, a member of the special commiites which
was that year appointed to examine into’the matter, .
It was not looked wpon as a party question, but as one
in which members on both sides of the House had a
deep interest; and he therefore did all in his power to
aid the then Government and their leader, the present
hon. Colonisl Secretary, in introducing as perfeet a
measure as possible. The courss which he bad then
taken he never regretied, for he believed that, whut-
ever the polities of the Government and Opposision
might be, and however they might quarrel on mere
party questions, this matter should be approached in
the spirit of patriotism. A country well educated was far
more easily governed than an unedueated one, sines the
people in the former were able to judge for themselves
on great questions and subjects, whether mechanical,
seientific, political, or otherwise, and were less Tinble
to be led astray by political demagogues, or by fallacies
in political economy eor commercial matiers. Some
hon. members appesrod. te think that the late Govern-
mené, when they altered the Awt in 1863, did ss for
the purpose of erippling the medsdre. This he did not
believe, although he counld not spedk as & member of
the Government, for in that year he had sat in the
Spesker’'s Chair, He would, however, confess that
the principle introduced in 1863, of compelling the in-
‘habitants to provide directly a certain portion of the
teacher’s salary, he had slways considered asound one,
since it led or should lead the people to take o or
interest in the welfare of the sghools, and in'sesing

that all the rules and regulatigns connected with them
were properly carried out, and that their children duly
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attended, - 1€ was well kuown that what a- man got for
nothing he seldom prized, while he' attached greater
vajue to that for which he had' to'pay; and thoréfvre,
whin people had to contributes cerjdinsum direetly to
the sypport ‘of thir schodld, they -would take moro in-
terost in® seoing that 'iﬁe{ﬁéﬁ well- conducted: - The
Act, therefore, if oArtied it 'in its integrity, wunld
have’ been preduptive of ‘?Bte“good' than’ wounld the
aymeit of -thle ‘whole dularied from the public purss,
he pefplt and the-schoblumsters, however, did not
thipk s¢;24hd therefore it was"not advisable that the
amendinie }nhgb{x’ki, fefain o the Statute Book, for a
law pot- 1aid hold of by tlie' pegple; the country was
better without,” The fiult was in the first insfanee in
grapting * the “wholg salaries from the ‘Treasury,—for
when this wad ddiié ‘away “with “after so many years,
aid ‘the ~pedple;ebmpeiled to pay &-portion; they fels
1i¥es Mo who Was charged toll on' a-bridgs which
bad always before-been free. - By the Bill which was
paesed. in 1852, the teachers” salaries were fized at £46
and £50. In 1854; they were raised ‘to £50 and £55,
‘a8 in 1861 the Palmer and Gray Government increas-
of ‘théni to £55 and £60: In 1863, the Act eompel-
ling the people to provide s portion of the gularies was
uséd.  One renson why that ' Act did not 'wotk satis-
actorily to the teacher, way that it allowed thé money
to.,bo raised either by asscassment or subscription.
There should,also have been & clause inserted, requiring
that, before a teacher could receive his allowance from
the Government, he should make an affidavit that he
had recgivad. the additioral sum, from the people.
That was: the plan adopted in Nova Seotis, but since
the people’ o xu Colony had not appreciated that
system, the pz,iginnl ong would have.to be reverted to.
e cousidered that, beforg teachers could hold the
independent position which they should, the Govern-
. ment would bave to pay them g larger sala
or- £60; and even if they were com elled fo decrease
the number of teachers In oxder to do so, it would be
well to.adopt that course.  Ia Upper Canada, male
teachers received $400, and female teachers $200; and
¢hus an inducement was afforded to young men of talent
to devote themsélves to that honorable profession. Hs
copdemned, however, the prineiple of giving a larger
salary to males than to females, for, if fomales were
equally compstent, they should, he thought, be psid
equally. He wassurprised at hearing the hon. member
for Bélfast (Mr. Daviea) a foew days ago, lay down the
principle that the people of this Colomny were too highly
educated; that they only required a little learning
siffigient to enable them to beoomie mechanies or trades-
mén; inshort, that we were going mad on the subjest
of; educatijn; and that it dig more harm than good.
This" was ‘not the caso. In any and every position
whick a Tian could copupy, education: was a benefit to
tif: Ifthe hon. member’s ideas wetre carried out, we
would be from generation togeneration hewers of wood
and drawers of water, for none would rise from' the
position’ in which they were born. In England -and
Amorica, education had raiged mien from'the huniblest
ranks of life, to fill the highest’ pgsitions.” What but:
education had exalted Abssham Lincoln, - the rail-
aplitter, to the presidency of the'United States?” In
ugland, too, one of the greatest Jawyers of the age,
Lord St.Leonards, was the son'of a poor batber. Lord
Tenterden, another renowned member of the bar, was
the son of a barber in Canterbury.” An snecddte was

18

ialled in’' obtaining it, and another was :

ry than £551.

{poor people the idea that the vory boed

related .of ‘him, which showed “how By e cEy,
When'oaly ton years-of age, he was & canilicit. iér am
appointinent e¢ chorister -in & certain’ Glhuvsb, b

LR

his stead. "Many years after, whim i
dignity of a Judge, he visited the same chaesh
pointing to a man singing, he said to o i al; ¥
once a eandidate for-the position whizh thairuus
and “when T ldst it ¥ thought myself ra
Livingston’g $ife Was another instance of
tion could do for a man. He had comme:
boy in a Glasgow factory, and by perzy/:
become a Dooctor of Medicine, and 2 distisga
scholar and explorer. - 'Hugh Miller; too, w2
example. He. might continue naming iusizn.c
was unnecessary. He biad said enough iv st
education was of bemefit to all. Such & priuipie
that advanced by the hon. member for Bslfast, o kad
never expected to hear from a membor ¢ 1o €
ernment in any country where the Bogh<t jin;
was spoken. . S
-Hon. Mr. DAVIES remarked. tha: :. j.szszm
Opposition were always ready to take cxodi® v ingzm.
selves for every.good act of the Liberals, aui uy thawe
only were good acts done. -They kad a:znzwicdged,
however, that their attempt to amesnd the Eda.aiim
Aot had been a signal failure, and hs aguuic>. Lovzont
who were willing, when they were in the srong, i
acknowledge it. The whole Opposizion wase ap:ssed

to the Fres Education -Act, when introdn . roign
they afterwards gave it their suppor:.

Han. LEADER OF THE OPPUSITIL  — b ue
hon. member meast that he had aciad i~ ™ Tra

was stating what was not correet.

Hon: Mr. DAVIES replied that the Tomeoor hya:
at & time when the taxes were dogble whit 7

merly were, cut duwn the teachers’ salaz! o
not wonder that the people were dissati
to contribute directly towards educatl:
indirect taxes had been so much raised. .
faults which had been found with the c:j;

1%

tion Bill, he would like to see any one of
tion improve it in any material point. M
said about the remarks which he had & 1
made upon education. What he had saiu
education should be givento the psople
enable them to discharge their ordinary
It was mere claptrap to bring forward sur
the hon. the Leader of the Oppositis; ¥:!
What we wanted was a practical educaiic:, .
the people to fulfil the duties of that sphe. .-
which they were placed, and not the dutiis o
gopher, &c. Every man of common eezs. ine= kit
the latter was absurd. To encourage pc booauas
things was holding out expéctations tha*
be realized,—expectations like those H
The gambler had about the same chsucs of ¢.i3
as the people had of rising to the positica ie o% thy
six or seven, ont of twenty millions in Xaz"ned, kal
attained. Though in favor of a good plain :
in ourfree scboo?s, he thonght ita fares 45 2

NS P
. jreddale

could do was to give their children 2 cloe

tion. It was leading them from the vocations whis?
they were required to discharges Tt was endugk T
the Government provided schools whavs re-ding,
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writing, sritbmetic, and perhaps mavigelion, wers|
taught; if more were wanted, thcﬁnmpie should pro-
vide it themselves, Those were his opiuions, and ke
.was surprised thet be was misanderstood. The best
“policy for the Opposition would be to remain gaiet on
fhﬁ subject of education. - -

. Hon., Mr. DUNCAN had always feit the want of
gducation himself, and would therefore favor anything
to promote it among the people. If the amendment
introduced by the Conservatives had not worked satis-
factorily, he would be ready to support a better
messure. _ S

The Commitiee then rose and veporied progress,
when the House sdjourned for one hour.

4
AFTERNOON BESSION. '

House in Commitéee of the whole resumed debét,e
on the expediency of amending the Education Act.

Br. BELL agreed with the remavks which had been
made by the hon. member for New London, (Mr.
Binclair) in reference to the hardship in requiring the
feachors to attest on oath to the correctness of their
goturns, Nor was it sufficient fo go merely before a
magistrate; the law required the teacher o bave three
trusteos with him, in whose presence he must attest
4o his documents before they were forwarded to the
Board of Education. This was a great inconvenience
to both teacher and trastees, for it was sometimes al-
most impossible to get so many together before a
magistrate. Other remarks might be made oun the
general subject under discussion, bui he (Mr. Bell)
was not disposed to occupy the time of the Committee.
No doubt, education in this Colony was far from being
what it should. A great deal of its backwardness was
sttributable to the carelessness of parents, and part of it
to insufficient strictness on the part of the visitors. In
some rvear settlemeats the people did not send their
ehildren regularly to school, dnd he thought coercive
means might not improperly be adopted to bring them
up to their duty in this respect, - He felt that the Free
‘Education Act was a eredit to the Colony; still he
was pot inclined to attach so much blame to the late
Government for their amendment as some parties did.
Many conteaded that diveet taxation was the best sys-
tem of supporting education; it was, however, unfair
that the teachers shouid lose through the neglect of
the people. The last amendment to the Act was un-
just in that it refused the teacher his allowance from
the Treasury, until the £15 was made up by the
people. He wae of opinion that the best method
would be to pay the teachers wholly from the T'reasury,
and impose a direct tax especially for edueation. A
subordinate Board of Education in each County, with
& superior one in Charlotictows, would, he salso
thought, be an improvement. ~But it was too'late this
session to take up these matiers. He however hoped
that a resolution would be introduced to do away with]
the clause requiring a teacher with three trusteesto
go before a magistrate. : o

Hon. Mr. LAIRD remarked that the resolutions
did not coutsin all the amendments whic - —--'@
like to see carried out in connection with Tinnge
tion Act. The great objection in the evzuiry, how-
aver, to the law as it at present stood was, that it did
not provide for the payment of the teacher’s whole

‘work machiner

salary from the Treasury. This cause of complaint

the smendment would vemedy. But he was disposed to
maintsin that our pressnt educational system was baged
ppon sn upsound prineiple. The Government was
compelled to pay the teachers’ salavies, but the people
were not compelled to send their children to school.
Unless parents availed themselves more generally of
the privilege of obtaining sn eduostion for their chil-
dren, placed by the Aot within their reach, than they
appested to do et preseni, be thought ibe system of
compulsory atiendance at school, though wapopulss;
would bave to be introduced. Xt was not right that
only some 10 or 12 children should be taught for the
sum allowed to & teacher by the Government. But
potwithstanding the defects in ou;gatem of educaiion,
he (Mr. L.) believed it was as good as that of any of
the other Colonies, excepting perhaps Canads. He
contended that education was pece to every pet-
son whether rich or poor; it was useful ¢o laborers as
well as to those belonging to the higher classes. It
enabled thein to m machinery, as in his opivion
it was next fo impmibfa for sn noeducated man to
fo advaniage. Another reason why
education shouid be general was, that preferment might
go aceording to merit. It should be said of no person
that he was denied an office simply because he was
unfitted for it by want of education.

Mr. CAMERON thought that it was much io be
regretted that the shortness of the session prevented
the House from going more fully into theamendments
required in the Education Act. There were several
clauses in the Aot which did not work - satisfactorily,
and which should be itaken up did time permit. One
of the greatest grisvances under which the teachers
labored was their having to certify upon oaib io the
correctness of their journals. This he considered
most unjust, for an error might cccur in the teacher’s
returns when he was not aware of the fact. Another
bardship to the teacher under the operation of the law
was, that he was made to suffer when the sitendancs
at school fell below a certain average. He (Mr. C.)
agreed with the hon. member for 8t, Peter’s, that fo-
male teachers should be more highly remunerated, as
they required the same qualifications as male teachers,
and very often gave quite as good satisfaction. Other
defeots in the law might be pointed ont; butas the
Government thought there was not sufficient time. to
go fully into the matter this session, he would support
the resolutions before the Committee,

Hon, Mr. HENDERBON did not altogether see it
was unjust to require teschers to attest to the correct-
ness of their journals. Officers of the Government,
such as Road Commissioners and their overseers had
to do the same thing. The hon. member for Strath.
albyn appeared to think that it was a hardship to put
the teacher upon oath, as he might not be certain as te
the accuracy of his returns. The teacher, however,
like others, had only to attest to the correctness of his
papers, according to the best of his knowledge. Ha
{Hon. Mr. H.) would gladly advocate doing away
with oaths altogether, if the state of public morality
would admit of 6, The present siriotness of the Hdu-
cation Aot srose from previous evils—from the advan-
tage taken of the Government by pertiss drawing sal-
aries where very litlle work was performed. The Act
was made more stringent in order that the benefits
under it might bear a greater proportion to the outlay.
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Educatiou did not appear to be sufficiently prized by
the people, s was se¢n by their indifference about
sendiog their children to school. . ¥t was though. that
if they bad to pay divectly a small proportion of the
teachers’ salaries, they would be more likely to take
a5 interest in securing the beonefits of their services.
‘These were some of the reasons which influended him
to support the last amendments to the Education Aet,
which were introduced by the late Government. He
had believed that by them two points would be gained;
firse, that parents wogld be induced to send their
children more vegular! d’; to school, and secondly, that
teachers would be made do their duty. The fact of
the measure being unpopular did not aiter the matter.
Its uwopopulsrity, in his opinion, was owing to the
former lovseness and lenienoy of the Act. Ho could
mot adwit that the teachers had any just grouad of
gomplaint in being required to take an oath respecting
the correctness of their journals, for this was the prac-
. tice in the case of nearly sll returns where money was
goncerned, both in the civil and military service,

Dr. JENKINS felt he was scarcely competent to
discuss such an important subject as that which was
under consideration. Education was one of the high=
ist objects which could engage the attention of mortal
nan, especially when it was viewed in its two-fold as-
peot, that of trainin%a person to be a good citizen and
a good Christian. He believed that the late Govern-
ment were actuated by good motives when they intro~
duced the amendment requiring parents to pay a part
of the teacher’s salary; but it had not given satisfac-

_ tion, ‘and the best course for the House now to pursue
was to vepesl the obnoxicus provision. He was not
in his place yesterday when the School Visitors’ Re-

" ports wore laid on the table: he had, however, been

voking over them, and he was compelled to say that
one of them was not a very oreditable production. If
it was. g fair specimen of the education throughout the

_ Island, truly it was in & backward state. It was loose
in its composition, its spelling was bad, and its punc-
tustion made it simply ridiculous. ' :

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL.—To which Re-
port did he refer?

Dr. JENKINS.—To the one signed, *“ John Ar-
buckle,” He (Dr. J.) thex read an extract as =
specimen, and remarked that he did not know what
the salaries of the Visitors were, but he thonght thie
amount, whatever it might be, was money absolutely
thrown away. -

Mr. PROWSE was pleased to find that the Govern-
ment had ftaken up the question of education, and to
learn that they intended to amend the Aot even to
the extent of the resolutions. But he was disappoint-
ed that they had not gone further. Much had been
said respecting the amendment paésed by the late

Groverpment “gomie years ago; he though!, however,
that those who were loudest in their coggplaints were
parties sbout town. He had been in fivor of thas
amendment,as it appeared there was great carelessness
in the country in regard to edueation. As a geueral
rule, that which 'cost & person nothing he did not
value. He was prepared to admit that the amend-
ment had not given satisfaction, but not so much frow
the smount of money the people of a district were
required to raise, as from the trouble the trustees had

in collecting that money. With respeet to the objec-
tions urged against that part of the Act which pro-
vided that the teachers should atiesi on oath to the
correctness of their returns, he thought they were of
uo force; on the contrary, he regarded that clause of
the Act as necessary to prevent the public money
from being squendered. But be did mot see that
there was any ccoasion to bave. the papers signed be-
fore & magistrate by a majority of the trustees imths
presence of cach other. This was rather a hardship,
and he hoped the Act would be amended, so as to
remove the inconvenience. An ides had been thrown.
out by one hon. member in reference to compelling
the sttendunce of childven at school. That was s
feature of the education question which he thought.
this House ought to approach very carefully. It was
well known that some perents were unable to provide
respectable clothing for their children, especially in
the winter season, in which case it would be bard to
regort {0 compulsory attendance at school. In regard
to the School Visitors’ reports, he was inclined to
believe that the strictures on one of them would be
less severe, were its author more reserved in express-
ing his politieal opinions. I '

Mr. MoNEILL considered that the alterations in the
school law since the Free Edueation Act was fivst
passed, had, generally speaking, not worked well,
though he did not doubt they were made by the late
party in power with good intentions. In most of the
school- distriots, anything which kad been raised to-
wards the teacher's salary, had been contributed by
two or three individusls. If the system of requiring
the people to mske up & small part of the salary had
been adopted at first, it might perhaps have worked
satisfuctorily ; but to fall back upon it after paying
the whole from the Treasury, was considered a greater
hardship than supporting schools was felt to be under
the ®*old system, prior to the introduetion of free
education. It was now difficult to get people to act as
trustees, owing to the unplessant duties imposed upen-
them. The hon. member for Cascumpee, Mr. Bell,
had referred to the inconvenicnce of at least three
trustees being required to sign the temcher’s certifi-
cate before a magistrate.. He (Mr. MeNeill) thought
the signature of one trustee would be' just as geod.
In his opinion the House could not very well resort to
direct taxation for the support of education; it would
be better to take the whole of the amount out of the
Treasury. As to compelling parents to send their

{ehildren to school, he, for one, would be against it,

If the people could be stirred up to take & greatér
interest in education, it wonld do away with the
necessity for legislation o enforce attendance at school.

Mr ARSENAULT would not altogether give o silenit
vote on so important & question as that of education
The resolutions before the Committee provided that
teachers . for. the first three years they were engaged
in teaching should get £5 less than those of the same
olags who might be longer in the profession.  He
thought this was not ru~etlv fir: teachors of the
same class ought to ro: - tlc same pay. Very
frequently yomng teach. .41 cogducting their frst
school, gave just as good sutisfaction, as those who hid
been teaching for some years. In regard fo the
irregular attendance of children at school, he believed

it was ina great measure owing to the teachery theme
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selves. If the teacher was active, the attendance
waz generally good. A diligent teacher, in his opin-
ion, was nol. over-paid at £60; in fact, scarcely suy
clags of persong was 80 inadequately paid as the
teacher who oply received £60 per annum. -

- Hon. Mr. LAIRD did not wia!i,ta;baftpisandefsie&&*
with respect to his remarks ou; compuliory edueation,

Fie bad stated thit the Goversment had to pay money.

for the cducation of all the children in the Colony,

sad it ought to be scen. that the money was mop.mis-:

appropriated. e would be sorry to say {babpsvents
who were poor should be compelled tol send their
children to school in the winter; still he maintained
thaé this Honse should see that no childien grew up

neglested, - S , o
Hop. Mr. HENDERSON remarked that the last
time the Education Act had bren before the Legisia-
tare for amendment, hehad moved that the law should
place & discretionary aiount of power ‘in ‘the hauds
of the trustees, in order that if "they saw’ parents
aud guirdians, who were mble to clothe their
children; so indifferent about sending them to
" school, s to allow the average to fall below the requi-
sike number, they mighs infliet 3 fine upon anch jparents
or guardians, The amendment was oarried in the
other byanch of the Legisiature, but when it was

broughi:down here this Flouse ignored it.. Of course

its.euforcement wounld: depend very wuch on the pe-
ceasity that would arise for -it.in a district.  There
should be sdistinction msde between those who were

willing and not able, and  those: who were able and.

siot. willing to send their ghildren to school. In regaxd
t¢ the idea which had been put-forth by an hen. mem-
ber that eduocation was being too freely extended to
the people, he {Hon. Mr. H.) thought there was very
little danger to be apprehended on that grownd. No
eduoation within the bounds of our Act, between¥ihe
ages of 5 and 15, which could be given, in this coun-
tey, where a part of the children’s time was required
for agrieultural pursuits, was likely to prove injurious
from its excess.

Hon. ATTORNEY GENERAL would mevely say
that it was not the intention to make any alteration,
farther than was suggested in the rvesolutions, Hoxn.
members had referred to the certificates which had to
be signed under oath before a magistrate. The same
guesiion came up some few years ago in connection
with the mode of obtaining tavern licences. We knew
very well that it was essier to bave’ n petition signed
by going round from house to house tham it was if
the people wers collected togetheér. In sil depart
menis of the public service a protection against im-
position was required, and he did not see why the
same principle ought not to apply to teachers. Ifthey
reguired to make retyrn on oath, it was no more
han, others had to do, and he could :
thet was hard or wrong in so doing.  They werg only
asked, o oath, to certify fo the correciness of their

ggiater. I otwithsmnding all the precautions which

ad heen taken, there had bedn cases before the Board
of BEducation, which showed that in some instances
the law had been evaded. It might be met by bring-
ing the matier before the Trustees, and if they wonld
arantee that the returns were correct, it might ob-
viate the necessity 0f the present arrangement. Un-
Jeas this. was done he would not like fo repeal the
prosent provision in the Act. In Nova Scotia the
toschers were divided into two classes, and Yeceived
$190 and $90, which was less than the amounts paid

thas

its gener

not see anything |

here. o far, he thought the proposed amendment

would meet the requirements of the ease. - "
Hou. Mr. CALLBECE eaid that he 'had, bepts pex-

using the statistics of souse of the. Uanadian schools,

and would read an' extract from thelr statfstivs. In one
‘County he found, there” were in 1859, 73 comitnon’
schools in operstion; 78 feachers, and 10 asdut -

schools. * That the number of children in the:Gpunty.
between the ages of five and sixleen years -was 560{
and that of ' these, 4244 Wet‘%z&‘tﬁmﬁlﬁﬁﬁﬁwiy . That,
{he aveinge snoual salary of wale feachers, who were.
bparded,was $174; withoutboall 8248, “Female teach-
ers, when boarded received 897 ; without ’izﬁar%,“ss?:ﬁ?
THe-Bighest salary paid to a malé’ téacker Wa'§480,
and the lowest $120. Of the tepchars 43 wave males”
and 30 females; ten held & first class cer ;52 &
second class, and 11 a third slass certificate. . Thiswas.
from the Report of theCounty of Dundas, and it would.
appear from this, thas the teachers in Capada were
Yaid something like onr owun. " Being ' a :;g;‘;ggé;;i «L!t:gj :

sland, and having some little natives'to éducate; he
felt a deep intervest in the subject of edacation,” He
believad that a people were raised in intelligendd and
morality in proportion as they were edncated., With
respect to the bighér Branches of education, réferred
te by hon. members, he was nof prepared {0 say how
far it would be well to advance in that difection. If
moye - supevior schools and increased facilities wera
afforded, than we had at present, there wers bat few.

who conld avail themselves of such advanis
considered it the chief duty of legislators to

. He,
i } egislate
for "thg whole peopld in_ile matter- of ’ediﬁggiéh .
% in every other cdse, and not for the few 'whb"'i:'onlé
take time to qualify themselves for the higher walks
of life..  While he would be willing to aid institutions,
where men could qualify themselves for any position
in society; yet one aim at present was to legislate in
this, watter for the greai hody of .the people whe
cotild not avail themselves of the advantages which
those higher institutions might impart. He considered
it the duty of the State to provide means for all the
people obtaining an'edacation that would gualify them
for filling with credit all the ordivary walks of life,
and felt it to be his duty as one of Lheir represeniatives,
1o aid in extending facilities {ov obtuining a useful and
practical education. Ne mau, no matter what his

-position in society might be, whether as & leégislator,

merchant, farmer or mechanic, could dischargs with
honor and credit the duties of thdt position, withoni
education. The parent who edncated his child gave
bin a good legagy,—one ihat was of more valne than
gold and silver. Heo had read of an eminent man who
said that work upou marble, in time, wonld perish;
that the finest inscription on brass would also become
efficed ; that the noblest temple ¢ver reared had crum-
bled into dust; but engrave upon the immortal'mind,
and you made aninscription which would last ihmugh:‘
out eternity. Education raised a man physically, in-
te,necmr;g?, and morally ; therefore he would support
; general diffusion among all the péople, and wonld
give his cheerful support to the resolations. :
Houn. Mr. HOWLAN had listened to the hon,
member for the third disirict of Queen’s County, who
had just sat down, with a'great desl of pleasure, In
the course of this debate reference had Ee‘éii:maﬁb to
the United s and to the system of edueation in
that country. He had before him & report of the
schools in the Town of Woburn, Massachusetts, He
found from this Report that in Massachusetts there
was & Btate law which bad to do with education,
There were four grades of schools, and the salaries
wers 8150, 8200, $460, and $800, The town was
assessed for what was reguired, and' the schools were
supplied thus: If any scholar wie not farnished by
his parent, master or guardisn, with the requisite
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books, he should be supplied therewith by the school
coxnm%ttee at the exponse of the town. The next
paragraph provided the school commitiee should give
notice in writing to the assessors of the town of the
names of the scholars supplied with books, under the
provisions of the preceding section, of the books so
furnished, the. price thereof, and the namwo of the
parent, master, Or guardisu who ought to have spp-
plied the same. The assessor should add the price of
the bocks to the next amnual tax of such parents,
masters or guardians, and the amount so added,
should be levied, collected and paid into the Treasury,
in the same manner as the town taxes. IF the asses-
sors, were of the opinion that any parent, masier, or
guardian, was unable {0 pay the whole expense of
the books so supplied on his acecunt, they should
omit to add the ?-rif;e of such books, or should add
ouly s part thereof o his annual tax, according to their
opinion of his ability to pay. This was a system of
edueation which provided for the teaching of every
child in a school districl, and it was aliogether dif-
ferent from our system. We bad but two grades of
gchools; they bad four; and many of them, chiefly
the primary, were under the charge of young ladies.
He found, {00, that in the superior schools, ladies were
employed as assistants, and in such situalions their
sanlaries were raised. The system of education in
Massachusetts was looked upon as the model system
in the United States. In some States the system was
different, but experienced gentlemen gave the prefer-
ence to the system in Massachusetts. Neither the
smendment now proposed, nor any other part of our
Act,would prevent any district from supplementing the
allowauce to the teacher. In this Island there were
none very rich, nor any who were very poor. There
was a good deal of equality, and he did not see why
a man living at Alberton should nof have as good an
" opportunity of educating his child af the expense of
the -general Revenus, ss iliose had whe lived in
Charlottetown. He thought we should have four
grades of schools, and that more encouragement
- shouald be given fo female teacliers. He believed that
ladies were as competent to teach as men; and
he believed also that the man who made teaching the
business of his life should receive more encourage-
ment than he who only made it a stepping-stone to
something else; and thought that until a change was
made in the whole systemn, we would not have a staff
of duly qualified and efficient teachers. He knew

teachers in the country who had received a license |-

from the Board of Education, and who had fo go to
- some neighbor to write out their ceriificate for them.
He would be glad to see four grades of sthools es-
tablished, and as teachers passed an examination,
and qualified themselves, they could rise from one
grade to another, and with each advancement their
salaries should increase, which would prove an incen-
tive to competency. As it was at present, we had

many inefficient teachers.

The Resolutions were then agreed to.

MMy, Seeaxer then took the Chair, when the Cmair-
atan reported three Resolutions agreed to, which were
again severally read, and on the question being separ-
ately put thereon, agreed to by the House: and the
hons. the Atftorney General, Calbeck, and Davies,
were appoinied a Commitiee to bring in a Bill in
aceordance therewith.

My, PROWSE, in accerdance with a notice in
the Order Book, asked the Government if it was thewr
intention to make any arrangements for the building
of & wharf at Murray Harbor this year. :

Hon. LEADER OF THE GOVERNMENT replied

that there wasa sum given for special grants, and
the mambers of the Districts had that amount at their

19

disposal, but he thought it would be impossible for
the Government to undertake the building of the
wharf this year, )

Hon. Mr. KELLY, Chairman of (he Commitiee fo
whom were veferred petitions, praying for the cstab-
lishiment of new Post Offices, asked leave to present
the Report, which was read. ‘

Hou. LEADER OF THE GOVERNMENT said
that ho was afraid that the Committee had uot used
sufficient discretion. The Report recommended the
establishment of about twenty new Post Offices, and
this would euntail a large additional cxpenditure,

Hon. My. KELLY said, that all that had been
recommended werg requived. The Commitice had
eavefully considered the matter, and bad enguived of
ithe members from the different districts. Education
lad been spoken of to-day, and its advantages were
glowingly set forth by hon. members; and he be-
lieved that it was only carrying out theidea to extend
facilities to euable tbe people to obtain information.

The House then adjourned.

Fripay, May 3.
House speat some time in Committes of Supply and
reported several Resolutions agreed to.

 Houn. ATrorNEY GENERAL presented a bill to amend
the Act relating to Land Assessment. Received and
read, and ordered to be read a second time to-morrow.

Hon: ATTORNEY GENERAL also presented a Bill in
accordance with the Resolutions adopted from the
Committes of the whole House yesterday-—to continue
and amend certain Acts therein mentioned, relating to
Education, and the same was received, read, and
ordered to be read a second time to-morrow.

The greater portion of the day was occupied by hon
members preparing the Road Secales for their respee.
tive disteicts. ‘

House adjourned.
Savorvav, May 4.
House again in Committee of Supply.

Ou motion of the Hon. Arrorney GuNeraL the
third order of the day for the second reading of the
Bill to amend the Act relating to Land Assessment was
read, and the House resolved itself sccordingly, the
Hon. Mr. Callbeck in the Chair.

Hon. Arrorngy GeNman moved that a clauss be
ingerted in the Bill, to make the land, that was for-
werly the Barrack Square, liable to the same regula-
tions as other Lots in Charlottetown, which was agreed

1to. .

When Mr. SpEAKER took the chair, and the Bill
was reported agreed to with an amendment.

On motion of Hon, ATTOANEY GENERAL, s€c-
onded by Mr. Ramsay, the House resolved itself
into a committee of the whole House to take into
consideration all matters relating to Lo 7., T.liges,
and Wharfs.

Progress reported.

Mr. CaMERON presested a petition from Donald
MceSwain and otber inhabitants of Lots 65, and 30,
praying for the adoption of means by the House, to

compel the removal of a gate obstryoting a road, or
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right of way, from the Settlement road of Argyle, to
the shore on the boundary between Lots 30 and 65..

Hon. Leaper oF 1HE GOVERNMENT remarked
that if this gate had been placed there for a number
of years, he did not see how it could be removed, but
by a corumission as provided for in the Statute.

Br. Cawrroy said that the people agreed to let the
gate be there {or one year, on condition that it would
be then. removed, which condition had not been
attended to. o '

Hou. LEADER OF THE GOVERNNERT presumed the
remedy was elsewhere, but bad no objeetions to refer
the matter to s committee to report thereon, viz:—
Mr, Cawmeron, Hon. Attorney General, and Mr. P,
Sinclair. ' .

House adjourned for one hour.

AFTERNOON BESSION.

Bill Relating to Practice and Pleading in the
Supreme Court. _

Hon. LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION . intro-
duced & Bili relating to practice and pleading in the
Supreme Court. He expluined that the Bill was in-
tended to alier and amend the present practice in
several very important particulars. As the law at
present stood the Sheriff had no power, under an exe-
cution against goods and chattels, to seize gold and
silver. coies, or securities representing money, such as
notes, treasury warrants, or debentures. The Bill be-
fore the House provided that those could be seized,
and that the creditor should  have the privilege of

~ taking them at their par value in payment of the debt,

or, if he were unwilling to take them, they could be
sold by the Sheriff like other personal property. In
a distraint for rent under the present law, the tools
and instruments belonging to the debtor ware exempt
from seizure, and this Bill placed an execution npon
the same footing and exempted the bedding, tools, and
last coin of o debtor being seized, . There was another
amendment contained in the Bill, to which, he thought
the Hon. Attorney (teneral, as representing the rights
of the Crown, might object. Under the present law
executions issted by the Crown for duties, &e., bound
the property of persons against whom they weve issued,
not from the time they were placed in the Sherifi’s
hands, but from the teste of the writs or the last day
of the previous term, and they could thus supersede a
private execution, though the latter had been issued
and placed in the Sheriff’s bands previously. Cases
of that kind frequently oceurred. He bad himself
on one occasion attached the property of a person in
King’s County at the suit of a Hulifax creditor, and
after having, as he thought, every thing secured, an
execution a<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>