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HAPPY DAYS.
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Jesus listens every day,

Hears the lowest words | say ;
Hears me when | think a prayer,
For the Lord is everywhere,

When I do not speak alond,

Jesus knows if 1 am prond;
Kuows when I am good and vight,
For my heart is in his sight, y |

B
Jesus watches when T sleepy
For myself I eannot keep:
8o he keepg me all the night,
Wakes me with his nuurni71 light.

Jesus loves me; 1 shall know
Some time why he loves we so;
Why he left his throne on high
Died that T may never die!
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LITTLE GIRLS IN PERSIA.

‘Away off in the East there is a land
named Persia. It is a land where baby
girls are not wanted. When a baby boy
i« born, the servants who carry the news
to the father are given beantiful presents,
end have feasts prepared ; all the relations
of the father and mother of the baby boy
send gifts and congratulations, and there
i given a feast to them in honor of the
coming of & baby boy. When a littlé baby
g: comes, there is neither joy nor gifts.

3 ly is sad, and the house is filled
with gloom. “There is a proverh in Persia,
*“ The household weeps forty days when a
girl is born.” When a mon in Persia is
neked how many children he hias, he gives
the number of Lis sons, but never counts

<5

his danghters. Onme reason given for this
i~ that a daughter marries and leaves her
| home, while sons stay at home and eare for
| their futher. The baby boy is rocked and
tended by his mother, who watches eare
| fally over him. The baby danghter is put
|into & hard eradle.  When she cries, she
’ma_\' be rocked in this eradle, or she may

| e left to ery herself into silence. . ler)
When she'is |

father does not look at her,
ahle to ereep about, she may then win her
father by her pretty bahy ways.

Her feet are bare, byt her head is cov-
ered.  Boys are given their names with

N great ceremony, but when a girl is named

an old woman is ealled ig.who puts her
mouth to the baby girl's ear and gives the
baby girl her namte by ealling ont the name
and saying, “ That is your name.”  The
names given girls are pretty:  ANhtar,
which means the star; Gulshan,
Almas, diamofi®; Shireen, sweet;
hdr, the spring; Shamsi, the sun.

The children in Persia-do
birthday parties. Tt would be consid€red
silly for mothers to give that mueh time to
their children’s pleasure, especially their
daughters. There are no birthdays, and
no Christmas. There are no toys for the
children of Persia, no play-rooms. Per-
sian mothers dislike nojse.  When children
are in the house, they must be quiet. The
dolls are ugly, and dréssed always as the
women of Persia dress. A popular game
for little girls in Persia is one somewhat
imilar to our jackst

There are no kindergartens and no
schools in Persia. The children of a Per-
sian family do not sit at the table with
their parents, nor are they with them in-
doors. For that reason they get no train-
ing, and are rude unless they bélong to the
wealthy classes, when a nurse is provided
for each child, who lives constantly with
it.
Affer six years of age a little girl in
Iersia lives a life entirely indoors. She
begins then to learn how to work, especi-
ally how to sew. Persian women are
famous for their beautiful needlework,
especially  embroidery.  The boys have
teachers. If girls are tanght, it is to read
the Koran, the Bible of Persia, but few
ever learn more than this. Many Persian
mothers think it immodest for a girl to
know how go read.

DESKMATES.

Nathan and Dave were deskmates at
school, and were very fond of each other.
But there came a morning when Dave did
not appear ; nog did he on the second morn-
ing. The first¥ews waz that he wap sick;
then that he was very ill. Then fol
days of great quiet at the school. One day
the teacher announced that Dave had had
a good night, and that the dgnger was over.
Then he said, “ Let us pray,” " ¢

The prayer was short, but Nathan
thought it was the best he ever heard. /

A few days later Dave asked to see his
deskmate. When Nathan entered the
room, Dave exclaimed with a smile, “You
are my first visitor, Mother let _me
choose: of course 1 wanted you. They
haven't given my pliice to anybody else,

have they 17

“Oh, no,” said .\'n!mq couldn’t;
it's yours.”

“To's just ours togethbr, isn't it,” said
Dave. “1 like the other boys, but I like
vou the best.  When I thought, the other
day, thatfl was going to die, I asked God
if he wouldn’t put our seats close to each
other in heaven, if that would be all
right.”

{
AnouT ™Wh DoGS.
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Onee Sir Walter Scott thld a visitor that
two of his dogs, which®¥ere lying before
the fire, umlvrﬂa-&?\"or_v word he said
The great writer, ® prove what he
picked up a book and began to read alond :

“1 have two lazy, good-formothing
dogs, who lie by the fire and sleep, and lec
the eattle ruain my garden.” 5

The dogs raised their heads, listened,
und then van from the room; but finding
the garden empty, soon returned to the
hearthrug. Sir Walt.: again read the
story, and the same thing happened;
and onee more the dogs came disap-§.
pointed.  Instead of rushivigyfrom the
room when' their master cpmmenced read-
ing the third time, both'hounds eame and
lcoked up into _his face, whined, and
wagged their tails as if to say—

“You have made fun of ns twice, but
you et do it again”—Our Am'y
Friends, P .

(

POLITENESS IN JAPAN.
Rarely will such polite boys be met out-

side of Japan. A gentleman passes in o

p-rik-i sha ; off goes every eap—no, not
p, for we are supposing this to be before
foreigners brought eaps to Japan. A
searf wound around the head is a Japane
cap; this is entirely removed, and the
politest of bows given. A Japanese bow,
who ean deseribe it? Down goes the head|
over goes the body, with hands on th
knees, until an Ameriean boy wounld think

| that the little Jap had tarned  into

veritable jack-knife, and wus shutting uj
te go into some giant’s pocket.

This politeness is found in every class
for in walking throngh the ficlds a .com
mén laborer will take off his head sca
and greet you with a bow,

. Especially are the school-boys polite
When the teacher enters in the momin
he will find the boys all formed in a line
They will give him a snecession of lo
bows, and bid him many polite
mornings.




HAPPY DAYS.

HE VALLEY OF MAKEBELTEVE.
BY . DOUGLAS ZEBRISKIE DOTY,
There's ap, old covered waggon,
/ Quite rusty and gray,
That stands ‘neath an elm tree:
Just over the way; '
And it goes on a journey,
On each pleasant day,
o the beautiful valley of Makebelieve.

They don’t charge you fare
On this wunderfu{cfp;
Each passenger goes, with
A smile on his lip,
Like a bee buzzing 'round
For honey to sip, .
o the blulif{ll valley of Makebelieve.
»

e

1¥'s a queer, sweef land they
Are bound for to-day;

It's the home of blin,
Angd land of the fay;

And, though you won’t see them
You'll hear them, they say

.J\Y about in the yalley of Makebelieve.

Bright Fancy and Youth gre
winged steeds that draw
his ical coach to
That fair land before.
' Now, see how they're prancing,
And see how they pa

w,
nd it's ho! for the valley of Makebelieve.

day. - 3
in the valley of Make-
—New York Herald.
g
LESSON NOTES.

SECOND QUARTER,
X MONTIS WITILTHE SYNOPTIC GOSPELS,
Lussox VIL—Mavy 15,
CTHE PRODIGAL SON,
uko 15, 11-24,  Memorize verses 17-19.
GOLDEN TEXT.
“Come, snd let Ns return unto the
wd,”—1Tos. 6. 1.
; 11k LEssoN sTony.
There are three beautiful _parables, or
ories, in.the fifteenth chapter of Luke,
@ they all teach the same lesson.  The

last one is about a rich man who had two
sons, and the younger one, who wanted to
set the world, asked his father for his
share of the money ; so his father, with a
sad heart no doubt, gave it to him, and he
went away. e soon spent it in what he
called Wgving a good time, andgthen he had
nothing. \Then a great famine eame over
the land where he was, and he had to work
at feeding pigs to-get even such things as
thev ate to live upon. They were the
husks or pods of .the caroh tree” At last
he game to a great decision. “ T will arise
un«rp» to my father,” he said, and he
went, thinking over the words of econfes
sion of sin and foolishness that he would
make, and ask to be a servant in the fam
ily where he had heen a son. But the
father saw him. coming, for he no doubt
leoked for him every dav, and he ran to
weet him, and kissed him, and was full
of joy becanse his boy had gome hack
again.  He made a great feast and asked
all his friends to come and rejoiee with
him that the lost had been found. So onr
Lord weleomes every wandering ehild
home. v
QUESTIONS FOR THE YOUNGEST,

What is the story in our lesson? About
a Jost boy. What is said of his father ?
Hu’\ns a rich man, What is said of the
son { He was the younger son. What did
he ‘ask for? His share of his father's
money. What did he want to do? He
wanted to see the world. What beeame of
the money t Tle soon spent it. Where was

et In a far land where there was a

famine. What did he do? Te worked
hard and ate pigs’ food. What did he at
Inst say he would do?4 Go to his father.
What did he expeet to say to him? “ -
lavé sinned.”« How did his father meet
him? With great joy. How does eur
heayenly Father meet his wanderers
With love and forgiveness.

Lussox VIIL-—Mavy 22.
JpsUs TEACHER nmuMILITY,

Mark 10. 35-45. Memorize verses 13
GOLDEN TEXT.

“For even the Son of man eame not to
be winistered unto, but to minister,” —

Magk 10, 45,
m{ talk

e Lefox srony.
Jesus was having a quiet
with his digiples one day as they were
on their way from the Jurdnnn River to
Jerusalem. A young man fiad just left
them who wanted to please God, but he
could not leave all to follow Jesns becanse
he loved dis riches too well, Jesus was
sad at this and told his diseiples how hard
it was for the rich to really come into the
Kingdom of heaven. Peter said, “ Lo, we
have left all to follow thee,” and then

5

15,

Ji told how truly rich they were,

on he grew more pad, &nd told his dis-
ciples what he was going 0 meet at
Jernsglem —suffering and death. But
they would not believe him, and James
and John came near to him to ask a
favor— that they might beé next o him
vhen he became King. “Ye know not
what ye ask,” he said, and then he ques-
tioned them to find if they were willing to
suffer with him. They said they were,
but he knew that they did not understand,
and 50 he told them that honors were not
for him to give, but they should be given
tor those for whom they were prepared.
The other disciples were uﬂ'nnttvd when
||k’.\' .I"lr"' “h“l ll)l"ll‘! “lld J'hl h.d
asked, and then Jedus, gathering them
wonnd him like ehildren, tanght them
that sweet lesson of humility—that they
must not seek to rule as worldly people do,
Lut to serve; that if one wishes to be ruler
over others he must learn to serve them
instead, “ for even the Son of man eame
not to be ministered unto, but to minister,
and to give his life a ransom for many."”
QUESTIONS FOR THE YOUNGEST,

Where was Jesus going in our lesson ¢
To Jerusalem. Why was he sad! Be-
cause he knew that he must diefor our
sins.  Did he not choose to do
but the sins ‘were heavy. Di
disciples about this? Yes. /Did they un
derstand him ? No; they believed he would
be a king. What did Jumes ,and John
ask? That they might be next $ him,
What did ‘Jesub say 4 Ye know what
ye ask.”  Did they understand what Jesus
bad taught them? No. What did Jesus
sy they must have! Hearts willing to
serve \Vh‘t did he say the chiefest
fhould be? Servant of all.  What did
Jesus himself come to do? To take the
lowest place.

A S

THE Alg’ OF SELF-DEFENCE,

“ Have you studied the art of self-de-
fopce ! said a young fellow to a man of
IZAgniﬁmm. physique and noble bearing.

The elder man looked at his questioner
with a quiet smile and thep answered
thoughtfully ;7 “ Yes, 1 have both studied
and practised it.”

““Ah!” said the other cagerly, “ whose
system did you adopt ¢

“ Solomon’s,” was the reply; “and as
I have now been in training for some time
on his principles, 1 can eonfidently Pecom-
mend his system.” .

Somewhat abaghed, the youth stam-
mered ont: “ Solomon’s! and whit is the
special point of his system of training?”

“ Briefly this,” replied the other: “* A
soft answer turneth away wrath.' ¥

A man never amounts to much in the
service of the Lord till he learns how to
go against the current of public opinion.
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Why not do better to-day
['here is not one word in the Bible whi
alls upon you to be better to-morrow.
is always to-day.






