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INTRODUCTIOK
T^HE Liberal Party in Ontario can point to a
-» p^st of honorable achievement,—

The battle under Mowat which resulted in
securing to this Province territory justly belonging

The conflict which for all tine assured the
legislative supremacy ot the Province within itsown sphere

;

The Succession Duties Act under which great
estates are, on the death of the testator, compelled
to contribute to the ptblic revenues of the Province
in which they have been acquired;

The blazing of the way in public ownership
by the Province by the building of the Temis-kammg and Northern Ontario Railway

;

The o,, ning up of New Ontario wiih its vast
resources in silver, timber and agricultural wealth

;Thirty years of legislation which put Ontarion the van of the march of progress.

all ?u'\
"' achievements of the past to which

all Liberals can point with pride.
But the Liberal party is not one which rests

the eT'v ''V'"
"^ '° ^"^ "^'"^ -"• Under

Blalc 7J ' """ °" "''°"' ^he mantle of«lake, of Mowat, of Eraser, of Pardee and ofHardy rests, it appeals to the people of Ontario

of tX ™ "'^ '"^ """^ °' "'^ °--'°
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TO DEVELOP ONTARIO'S
NORTHLAND

mmmm
jU own i, a,3o p.opo,:-^ to^^ferwlh' heS„Vo7rane"hlines wherever reauired Witl, oil !,!. •• •

"""'"fe "^ orancn

the security of their hnM?^^
roads; loans to settlers on

For theXr and p~tfr'trre'' "'" '• PJ""^" ^«''<""»-

for recording, greater s^fb^itT Iff>,' promised reduced fees

for nndergro^un^d workers '^
^" "*''' """ ''° ^'^'"-ho"' <l»y

Pcse^* Thf tTe^l^f r^ot^Ce^^t'liSra^d~™* P^"-

Coch^n^wtif?,!'"^''
'^''^^™^°t ^"»«ed office Hon, Frank
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by Premier Whitney to represent the new country in his
Cabinet. Mr. Cochrane 's interest was confined to the lumber-
ing and mining industries. With the wonderful agricultural
possibilities of the great clay belt of possibly twenty million
acres he had apparently little concern. With the colonization
of the country he demonstrated little sympathy. With the
building np of contented and progressive communities he show-
ed small practical interest. With developing arteries of com-
munication and constructing good permanent roads he had notmuch to do. His concern was in the revenue-producing abili-
ties of the timber growth and mining deposits.

COUNTRY LEFT TO GROW.

As a consequence comparatively little has been done along
the lines originally proposed by the Liberal party when it
projected tht People's Railway. Dissatisfaction throughout
the north is general because of the many injustices and anom-
alies which have been perpetrated or permitted to exist
iNorthern Ontario—like Topsy—has been graciously permitted
to grow, so far as the Whitney Government are concerned
There has been no stable, intelligent, progressive and co-
operative fostering encouragement by an Administration who
have not hesitated to avail themselves of all northern oppor-
tunities to augment their revenue. It is true that certain
extensions of the railway have been made, but action in all
cases was only taken after long-drawn-out and repeated assaults
on the lethargy of the Government, both by the T. & N Com-
mission and the people themselves, after the Rip Van Winkles
at Queen s Park had been prodded out of their slumber.

EXTENSION TO HUDSON BAT.

The original intention of the Liberal Government was to
e.xtend the railway to Hudson Bay. The Conservative Govern-
ment have stopped, apparently satisfied, at Cochrane. In advo-
cating its extension "with all practical speed to a suitable
outlet to Hudson Day" and the construction of branches "as
required for the development of the country," the new Liberal
leader is in line witli the ideals wliich governed the initiation
of the project and the determination to take part in the build-
ing up and development of a larger am' more prosperous
Province.
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A SEAPOBT FOB ONTABIO.

But the Liberal party propose to go even further. Thev
propose to seek an Ontario port on the Hudson Bay. It is
feared that James Bay is practically useless for naviga-
tion For some miles out from the shore the waters of

l^%^rZ ^7 ^'^ ^f^P'?™ally shallow, generally but three
to four feet deep. There is no natural deep-water channel atany point, and dredging operations would be uncertainand enormously expensive. Ontario must, therefore, seek

in th.trJ. IVl"" ^f'"° ^y- *•"" '^^ "«y participatem the trade of the great northern sea, and in the boundary
negotiations between Ontario and Manitoba this should bemade the vi al consideration. With a Conservative Adminis-
trat.on at Ottawa, with Hon. Robt. Rogers, late of the Mani-

PV»nl. rrr"'^''*;..'"..^ 'it
'*' dominating forces, and Hon.Frank Cochrane the "Rip Van Winkle" of northlaid develop,ment, as Ontario's representative, this Province stands an excel-Unt chance of being overlooked when the final boundary align-ment IS made. It is of absolute necessity to the future working

T^n i^ T"^ Provinc.al transportation policy that Ontario

tl^ *% K^
possessor of a Hudson Bay port which can benavigated by steamers and used for practical shipping. Andthe Liberal party propose to fight for the rights of the Province

iQ tnis respect.

Oreate a Department of Immigration and Ool-onisatlon

;

Kxtand T. & N. O. to Hudson Bay;

mlnllirX:::!"
^" -"»•-»*'»« -„- r.o,rd.„.

An eight-hour day for underground miners.
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TO IMPROVE RAILWAY BOARD

Mr. W. K McNaught, Conservative member for North Tnrnnfn

;or a
, iin:^\^:^^:^i^zx tz^^^^^

:5:^fr^rpSH/:-^or?:'^:^; :o^nK^<rr£^^

that a reor^anhation mav be necelrv " ??'^''''« t^"«f»;«

Provincial Government a lonp t^meTo is'eerta'n th »*?„^? *^'
w.th its customary lethar,.v no attenti^on wo^W hive b'^n'paMto the need, of the public had it not been for the outery o^a
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ABOLISH THE THREE-FIFTHS
HANDICAP

The people voted for the closing of 913 barrooms

The law compelled thXe^l' oV7«t'ror
'"

HAD MAJOKITY EULE AT ONE TIME

of by three-flfths^rthrdectr, '/oh^'g^^of"
'""'™^^''
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When this legislation was enacted local option by-laws
were in force in 105 municipalities. The new law provided
that in the municipalities where local option was then in force
it could be repealed any time by a majority vote, but in the
municipalities thereafter carrying local option a three-fifths
vote was necessary to repeal.

Since the new provision has come into operation local

option by-laws have been voted upon in 387 municipalities.
In 186 of these the temperance party have secured the required
three-fifths and have won. In 81 of them the liquor party
have secured majorities and have won. In 120 the local option
by-laws have had majorities in their favor, and have been
defeated because that majority was not up to the three-fifths

requirement.

THE HANDICAP HURTS.

It will be seen fhat by the votes of the electors on the
fair majority plan local option by-laws were carried in 306
municipalities and beaten in 81, but the three-fifths require-
ment changed the result of the voters' action so that the
by-laws were carried in only 186 municipalities and defeated
in 201.

EFFECT UPON ENFORCEMENT.

It is easier to enforce a law of general application than
one which makes liquor-selling unlawful on one side of the
street while authorizing it on the other. By lessening the
number of local option municipalities the three-fifths require-
ment makes I he work of enforcement far more difficult than
i*^ would otherwise be.

For example take the ease of the county of Dufferin.
There every municipality is under local option except the vil-

lage of Grand Valley. In Grand Valley in January last ''-e

electors declared by a vote of 146 to 112 that they desired
local option, but still fell short of the three-fifths requirement.
Here we have, then, a large community overwhelmingly in

favor of- local option as a whole, but the usefulness of the
measure is blocked by liquor-selling legalized against the will

of the people, and the permanence of local option in ever>'

affected municipalit.v is thereby imperilled.
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NOT NEEDED TO PREVENT EEPEAL
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''" '"=™''"»">- -t""-
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MR. ROWEU'S STATEMENT
Social and Industrial Betterment.

^ deeply interested ii the que^Ln of h„i ,„!, T °' °' ""» ^"V'^ »"»'We do not hesitate to affirm thnt nr^„„f ".-P."' "" «'"' '" these evils
that the present Gover„r. t hM not'^5r„ Z?'"'''''."!

"" ">' """faet™
All will admit that the estton p4e„t, ^3 " 'rPf"""" '^K'^lation
here are marked di«ferenc.s ofSpEevea n--'"''''.?''"''

• '"*''"'"""• »"''
temperance cause as to the chDractor of til °? 'J""°

'"'"e^ed in the
njeet the requirfnenta of our ftov nee L,linlf?"!""

"""' ™"''' b^
of temperance reform. But the dMmltl™ T^l^ the permanent progres,

aI'ToT'
'''",;'*P°°'''="''y°i ""Cloture''

''"''"='" ""'"™« ™''»'

many yeSs", anVrincrrbeLm7leSta.°o°f t? '"'"<?'» '"» question for
of many ..,„able suggestions as 'o'tVLl'^S!:^.l^^^^ZtX
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Some have urged that the best results would be seeured hj removing the
present handicap of the three-fifths vote on local option, putting an end to
political interference w^th the administration of the liquor laws, and that
with these handicaps removed we might look forward to the almost
universal adoption of local option throughout Ontario. Others
have urged that nothing short of Provincial prohibition will meet the situ-
ation or really satisfy the demands of the people; still others that banish
the bar is the policy which should be adopted; others banish the bar and
place under Government control the r?9idue of the traffic; still others a
steady and progressive reduction in'the number of licenses issued, so that
at the end of say ten years, we should have no liquor licenses in the
Province. I might go on multiplying the suggestions that a^-e made, all by
men sincerely interested in the cause of temperance. The form of legisla-
tion is so important, the interests at stake so large, and the result may have
such a vital effect upon the well-being of the people of this Province, I
am sure you will agree with me that the most careful investigation and
deliberate consideration should be given to the solution of so far-reaching
and difficult a problem.

It is our intention to give early consideration to this matter in all its
bearings, and the decisions at which we arrive will be laid before the
people and the people will have an opportunity of passing judgment upon
our poli'jy at the next general election, not in the form of a referendum,
but as the policy of the party, upon which we will stand or fall, but we
shall not fall. The promise I now make is that I shall enter upon the
investigation and consideration of the question with the sole desire to reach
a conclusion which will best promote the real interests of temperance, and
every step taken will be a step in advance.

Meam^hile. we now submit for the judgment of the electors two very
important specific proposals. The first is the abolition of the three-fifths
vote in local option contests. Before the present Government came into
power the electors could adopt local option by a simple majority. If the
three-fifths vote were necessary to guarantee the permanency of the la»v,
there might be something to lie said in ita favor. But if it is not necessary
to guarantee the permanency, it should not be retained to block the pro-
gress of temperance reform.

Experiences of the Past.

Speaking generally, there has been no diflference so far as repeals are
concerned between the municipalities which carried local option by a simple
majority and those which carried it by a three-fifths vote. The permanency
of the law has not been gua.anteed by the majority with which it was
earned, but by the success of local option when put into practical opera-
tion. The experiences of the past six years prove, as the Dominion Al-
liance, the organized voice of the temperance forces of the Province, has
repeatedly declared that the three-fifths vote is not necessary to guarantee
the permanence of the local option laws.

What Las been its effect on the progress of temperance reform t Since
19Q6 local option has been voted upon in 387 municipalities with 1,235
licenses. In 306 municipalities with 913 licenses, the local option by-laws
secured a majority vote, but by reason of the three-fifths requirement it
failed in 120 munieipalitiea with 421 licenses.

By the action of the Whitney Government 120 municipalitiee have
been prevented from putting a stop to the sale of liquor, and 421 licenses
were authorized to continue in business, though the people voted by a ma-
jority to close them »p. Po y^u approve of this barrier of the progiesB
of temperance reform!
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und that the spoik faction, which, noisj as it is, does not constitute ino
per cent, of any political party, cxr>rciRefi n controlling influence over Mr.
Whitney and his associates."

The Toronto News is in a position to know the eonilitiona unfler >7bich

the present Qovernment administers the affairs of this Province, and I ac-

cept its statcmcut at its full face value "that there could be no clearer

intimation that the enforcement of the law is held to be secondary to the
interests of the Conservative party, an<l that the spoils faction ....
exercises a controlling iuHuerce over Mr. Whitney and his associates."

The misfortune of it all is. from the standpoint of the Province and of
the cause of temperance reform, that conditions have been jctrowing worse
and political influence and the spoils system have bern nteadily increasing

their baneful influence in the administration of the liquor license laws of
this Province. Wo also find that similar corditi'ins are commencing to pre-

vail with reference to law enforcement. I give the present Government
credit that during the earlier years of its administration it put forth a
vigorous and in many respects successful, efiFort to enforce the liquor laws
of this Province, but recently, and no doubt largely due to the increasing
dom'nation of political considerations in its enforcement, there has been
a serious relaxation in law enforcement. In the report of the Executive
Committee of the Ontario Branch of the Dominion Alliance for the year
1911, they state:

*'We regret, however, to have to say that for the last two or three
years there has been a decided falling off along this line, and to-day things
seem to be slipping back into the old rut of incompetent and bad officials,

and unfriendly Board of License Commissioners.
"To-day, instead of praise, there must be censure of the present Gov-

ernment for laxity along this line. Conditions in the Province of Ontario
are not now as good as they were three or four years ago, bo far as the
local officers are concerned.

"The thing that has saved the situation from becoming intolerable is

the good work of the Provircial inspectors. The energy and ability of
these seemingly ubiquitous officers but make more evident the good-for-
nothingness of many of the local officials.

"Complaints are continually and increasingly coming into the Alliance
office about law violation. The secretary replies, asking if the matter
has been reported to the local inspector, and, with disheartening sameness,
the answer comes back, 'Our local inspector is no good.' "

Conditions Worse Than Ever.

And now Mr. Ayearst, who was Cliief Inspector, has retired and gone
West, and since hi.s retirement I am led to believe conditions have become
still worse. The only satisfactory remedy for these conditions is the elim-
ination of political influences from the administration of the liquor license

laws of this Province, not by the appointment of a commission for which
the Government will not be responsible, but by the appointment of a com-
mission or commissioners, for whose acts tlie Government will be respon-
sible. Hero again, the issue :s clearly and sharply defined between the
Government and the Liberal party. Our platform is to secure the removal
of the administration of the license laws from political influences. If you
believe in that policy, we ask for your support.
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the riding of East Peterboro 42 per cent, of the rural schools
were in the hands of untrained and non-qualified teachers,
holding only what are usually called permits. The actual mici-

ber of such teachers was nineteen. For the west inspectorate

of Northnmberland and Durham there were in 1900, in seventy
rural schools, two first-class teachers, twenty-two second-class

and forty-six third-class, and not a single teacher holding any
kind of a temporary certificate or permit. In the same seventy
schools in 1910 there were two first-class teachers, twenty-seven
second-class, twenty-two third-class and nineteen with no reg-

ular qualifications. That the deterioration indicated by these

statistics has been going on all over the Province ia made quite

certain by the following table taken from the report of the
Minister of Education for 1910:

Other
No. of 1st 2nd 3rd certi-

teachers. class, class, class, cates.

1867 4,890 1,899 2,454 386 151
1872 5,47 1,337 1,477 2,084 578
1877 6,4b8 250 1,304 3,926 988
1882 6,857 246 2,169 3,471 971
1887 7,594 252 2,553 3,865 924
1892 8,480 261 3,047 4,299 873
1897 9,128 343 3,386 4,465 984
1902 9,367 608 4,296 3.432 1.031

1907 9,893 715 3,887 3,452 1,839

1908 10,085 767 3,979 3,565 1,774

1909 10,274 793 4,732 2,971 1,778

Starting with 1872, the first year after the new system

came into force under the school act of 1871, the percentage

of other than regular certificates for the whole Province was
ten and a half; in 1877 it was fifteen; in 1882, fourteen; in

1887, twelve; in 1892, ten and a third; in 1897, ten and one-

fifth: in 1902, eleven; in 1907, nearly eighteen and a half; in

1908, seventeen and a half; in 1909, seventeen and one-third.

As rural schools suffer more than urban schools from this evil,

it is iutereating to note that in 1907 the percentage of non-

regiilar certificates in rural schools was twenty; in 1908, nearly

nineteen and a half; and in 1909, nearly twenty-one." In short,

the above officially compiled table shows that from 1872. when
the Liberals came into power, till 1905, when they went out of

oSice, the percentage of non-regular certificates steadily

decreased, and that from the abolition of the model schools

by the Whitney Government the percentage was materially
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Sir James Whitney when he opens his campaign, a statement

of the policy of the Government in connection with these

schools. As the Government is responsible for the administra-

tion of the Department of Education, it has been suggeste.j to

me that it is not needful that the leader of the Opposition

should do more than demand of the Government a statement

of its policy, but on a question of this moment I think the elec-

tors have a right to know the policy of the Opposition. Let us

look, then, at the facts i"s Ihey present themselves.

"At the present time our French-Canadian fellow-citizens

in this ProviLoe number about 250,000. They constitute almost
one-tenth of our entire population, and their number is increas-

ing. Apparently the teaching in many of their schools is neither

satisfactory to them nor to us, their children are not receiving

the education they should have to fit them for their life-work.

Two very divergent views have been presented as to the policy

which we should pursue in dealing with these schools. First,

the view of some who would prohibit the use of French in any
of the schools of the Province and would compel all the schol-

ars to learn English and learn English alone ; in short, would
entirel.v wipe out of existence any school except a school

where English alone is taught. And at the other extreme there
are those who claim that there should be no requirement that
the children should Ica.'n English or in our schools study or
acquire any language other than the French language. The
supreme consideration in determining the policy to be pursued
must be the welfare of the children, and best promote their

interests, and viewed from the standpoint of the interests of

the children we cannot approve or support either of these
extreme position. English is the language of this Continent.

It is the official language of this Province. Our French-Cana-
dian fellow-citizens will agree with us that any child in thjs

Province who doe's not acquire at school a good working
knowledge of English is handicapped in the struggle for life,

and has fewer avenues of advancement opened to him than he
otherwise would have. Tt is the duty of the State, therefore,

to see that in every School of the Province every child receives

a thorough English education. But, on the other hand, we
should not seek to prevent the children of our French-Cana-
dian fellow-citizens retaining the use of their own mother ton-

gue. What we are concerned aliout is that tlu^y should master
English and not that they should be ignorant of French. The
problem in its working out is' largely one of teachers and
administration, and it is in this view that we have adopted the
following policy on which we stand.
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"To provide through adequate training schools a sufficient
supply of competent teachers and thus insure under proper
regulations that the pupils in every school in the Province
shall receive a thorough English education. "—N. W. Eowell
at Massey Hall, November 15th, 1911.

AGRICULTURE AS IT IS

AND AS IT MAY BE
.«,•

T''« P-'S'tion of agriculture in Ontario is such as to cause
serious alarm. While the cities and towns of the Province have
increased in population by well on to 350,000 in the last ten

?n''nnn'-
P»P"'a'''"' »f the townships has decreased by nearly

50,000 in the same time. Some of the greatest losses have been
sustained m some of the best sections. Tuekersmith, in the mag-
nificent Huron tract, has 638 less people than it had twenty years
ago; Innisfil, in lion. Mr. Duff's county, has gone back by
nearly a thousand; Clarke, in grand old West Durham, has
tallen off to the extent of nearly a thousand; Aldboro in the
banner county of Elgin, holds 1,500 people less than it didtwenty years since.

Under the administration of Hon. Mr. Dryden there was
1 real revival of agriculture. The modem dairy industry was
practicall;,' created under his direction; the silo was introduced
all oyer Ontario through his instrumentality; the bacon hog was
developed; tlie fruit-growing industry was promoted. UnderHon. Mr. Duff there has been stagnation.

The Liberal platform gives promise of the beginning of anew era of progress. It is proposed that there shall be estab-
lished demonstration stations in Ontario where farmers ofeach section may see the actual results that can he at-
tained by the use of the best seed, handled in the best wayand may learn the varieties of crops best suited to different seel

f if / ]?" ^'"*'.™-'' '^" "°"''"S """•" *han hasten the spread
of alfalfa all over the Province they will repay their cost many
times over But they can be made to accomplish more than this
1 hey can be made the means of spreading information as to fruit-
growing, poultry production, stock feeding and all lines con-
nected with progressive agriculture.

Next in importance to improving the condition of those^ready here is the matter of increasing our agricultural popula-
tion. It u proposed to prosecute with vigor and intelligence a

l«f-
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campaign in Great Britain for the purpose of securing not only

an adequate supply of farm labor but farm buyers as well. One
of the most discouraging features in connection with Ontario
agriculture is found in the fact that when a farmer wishes to

retire he cannot sell his holding for more than the cost of im-
provements. Excellent farms can be bought in Ontario to-day

at f "ice not more than equal to four years* rental of agricul-

tur . and in Great Britain. This is not because of lack of value

;

it is due to absence of buyers. The carrying of knowledge of

these facts to every comer of the British Isles cannot fail to

bring to our shores men of the class Ontario most wants—skilled

herdsmen and husbandmen, with capital, who will turn to pro-

ductive account lands now running to grass, d thereby add to

the agricultural wealth of Ontario and incideuially benefit every

other industry at the same time.

It is time for an aggressive forward policy in Ontario agri-

culture and Rowell is the man to lead in it.

RHral Ontario ha* lost noarly 80,000 paopio
under a Polloy of Stagnation. Vota for Rowall and
ProKros*.
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ASSURED COMPENSATION
FOR INJURED WORKMEN
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mployara' liability insurance eompanie* in tlia

United States received nearly •100,000,000 in pre>
miums in 13 years and there was paid of this in

compensation to Injured employes only •80,000,000.
A Kood deal of the difrerence went in law costs in

flKhtInK claims.

in Britain, in IOCS, only 5,358 eases were taiien

into court out of 328,957 cases In which compen-
sation was paid ir^ured woricmen.

In Ontario compensation Is too seldom paid
without litigation or the threat of it.

The Liberal policy pledges the adoption of the
British plan in Ontari.< ith an ab<tolute assurance
of compensation In every case i which Injury is

sustained In Industrial Qmpioyment.

years, and this is the question which they look to those who
are seelsing their support to answer. What answer has Mr.
Whitney given? None; he has shelved the whole question. He
has appointed a Chief Justice of one of the Courts to report

upon it, and the Chief Justice has been nearly a year upon the

task and has not reported yet. What the workingmen of

Ontario want is not reports by any Chief Justice. They have
had enough to do with Judges and Law Courts. They want
to get away from the necessity of resorting to the law. They
want justice, but not justice obtained through litigation. Now
this is what Mr. Rowell and the Liberal party are pledged to

give them. Nothing could be more complicated or in some
respects unfair than the law on workmen's compensation as it

is in Ontario to-day. It is as respects similar legislation in

other Provinces far behind the legislation of Alberta, Mani-
toba, Nova Scotia and British Columbia. The Liberal party

prt)mise3 a law modified after recent legislation in Britain.

Wherein is that legislation different from our own? In

Ontario under the law as it stands, the onus is on the work-

ingman or his representative to prove tliat the employer or

those in tliarge under him is guilty of negligence. In the

English law negligence on the part of the employee as a ground
of defence by the employer has been abolished. Moreover, in-

stead of leaving it to a jurj' to fix the amount of damages the

statute fixes ipeciflo lums for specific inj uries, with the result

tlutt «mploy«Tf b»T« found it profitable to insure their work
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men against accident and settle in the majority of cases on the
basis fixed in the schedule instead of going into Court. The
Jinglish Act further extends the provisions of the Act to iniurv
occasioned through certain occupational diseases. Compen-

fhi'X 'k I "T^ °J
•'?".*'' """J ^"•i"''y ^'"i industrial disease

should be fixed and paid ivithont litigation at all, and bv asystem of contribution by industry or by some other plan thepayment of compensation should be guaranteed in the event
of insolvency. This is what is meant by the declaration in the
liiberal platform that payments should be certain in all casesof compensation. What chance has an injured workman
against a corporation? Much less whit chance the dependantsof a deceased workman? These industrial accidents are in-
evitable to certain indu.strial processes: humanitv demands thatthe pain and in.iury be not aggravated through litigation, and
justice demands a known compensation for a known loss This
certainly- would lead to a more effective prevention of acci-
dents. If this IS what the workingmen of Ontario want letthem support the party that is pledged to give them this long-

The Rowan Policy provides componaatlon for
»v»ry aoldler In the Industrial army who Is Injured
at the post or duty.

REFORM IN TAXATION
The present system under which taxation is levied, for muni-

cipal purposes, has caused profound discontent in two well-
defined quarters—in the great cities and in New Ontario.

„> 1 • °°u ,"]"l"'
growing cities a large number of vacant lots

are being held by speculators who are waiting until the .rrowth
ot population and improvements made bv others add 20 "so .50
or 100 per cent, to the value of their holdings. Meantime these
holders are paying taxes only on the bare value of their land.

;.lf»,
"'''^ hand holders of adjoining property who have

erected vnlunWe buildings, and thus added to the possible .selling
price not only of their own improved prnportv but of va ant
ands alongside, are compelled to pay taxes on the value of theirland plus (he value of the buildings erected thereon. The facts
need only to be stated to show the manifest injustice of the
system.
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In New Ontario, which is just being settled, like conditions

prevail in agricultural sections that are being developed. Specu-
lators are holding unimproved locations, at a mere nominal rate

of taxation, while the actual settlers who are opening up the

country, and giving value to all lands therein, are taxed not
only on their land but on every dollar's worth of improvements
made thereon. Here again the injustice is manifest.

The Liberal platform provides that each municipality shall

be given the right to so adjust its system of taxation as 'a remove
grievances such cs these. It does not propose to say that all

municipalities shall collect all their taxes on land values. It does
propose that each municipality shall adopt the basis of taxation

it deems best suited to its own needs.

Premier Whitney denounces what he calls this checker-board
system of taxation. But we have a checker-board system in

other matters. Some townships and towns have prohibited the

liquor trafiSo while others have not. Some cities have Sunday
cars while others have not. Why not allow equal freedom of

choice as to the manner in which taxation shall be levied, for

local purposes, as well t

The Rowall Polloy provldas for Local Opt tn In
taxation. It pravidaa for rallaf ft-om a ayatam
undar which tha Spaculator proflta at tha axpanaa
or tha Impravar.
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^n t^» 7 *T.•^.''^ **"•" '^ '^''^^^' f» municipal puSson the value at which it would be appraised if taken in pa^n
onlvon'^h

^'^'"^of ^oolvent debtor. The assessmentTnoonly on the bare land but on the improvements in the fom offence,, buildings, drainage, orchards and so on The rXavLS assessed on the value of the bare land covered by iu riehrofway Ties are exempt; rails are non-assessable ; roll ngrtockwholly escapes the reach of the municipal tax-gatherer.

.n.J '? *™i^
^^"^ '? ° ™*" Provincial tax, but this does notequal a fan- levy on the value of the franchisi alone.

Ihe Single Tax theory is now applied to the railway it is

tohn *° /•"J/"™- Jh" consequence is that the fam has

ll t I,

°*
""'I "I r" *"" «''"« of the common burdens Hhas to bear part of the corporation's share as well

U JIa '^^•°* "1*'"? ^f*?^ ^'«'^- There railway property

axed mn. ™^ *" '*"
^'''L^'^"''
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times as mueh per mile in railway taxation as we do here in
Ontario. The C. P. R. operates both in Wisconsin and Ontario.
It pays about one dollar in taxation in Ontario for five paid in
Wisconsin, a State in which earnings per mile are no greater
thin they are here and where passenger and freight charges are
,7nst about level with those in Ontario.

The plank in the Rowell platform which calls for the taxa-
tion of railws.v and other corporation property "in every respect
equal to the taxation of the property of private citizens" means
a vast addition to the public revenue. It means even-handed
justice as between the eorporation.s and the people.

COMPARISONS IN RAILWAY TAXATION
Wisconsin
Michigan
New Hampshire:
Maine
Vermont
Ontario

• 440 per miie
42« " "

402 " "

314 " "

226 " "

go " "

TO GIVE ELECTRIC POWER
TO ALL ONTARIO

One of the most important planks in the Rowell platform
is that dealing with conservation. A part of that plank deals
with control of water powers.

The principle of the Government assisting municipalities
to secure cheap power is a good one. But as r.pplied to Niagara
Falls it is a partial policy. Its benefits are confined to one sec-
tion of the Province.

The Rowell policy contemplates the extension of these bene-
fits to the whole Province as rapidly as circumstances warrant.
Niagara is not the only source of possible power supply in
Ontario. It is only one of a number of sources. We should
secure control of enough of these to bring the benefits of elec-
trical energy, at cost, to other parts of Ontario. By controlling
the sources of power the Province can control the cost of power
for manufacturing; it can secure the placing of cheap power
and cheap light within reach of the villages and farms of the
Province; it can largely control the cost of transportation by
ordinary electric railway as well as by the great trunk roads



TO GIVE ELEITRIC POWER TO ALL ONTARIO 27

^ower.'°
"° '""^ '™' '"" *" "^''''^'''""'trical energy for motive

A FOBESTBY POUOY.

nnli^SV"?'"''^'^
less importance is that paj-t of the conservation

policy dealmg with torcstry. The forestry problem of Ontario

wen Therf '"
f''' '^°'f

'"• ^^ '^ P'-'-'^'^"' '" Old Ontario as

ZnZ Ji ,
?'.!' ,f"°'^ "' Ont^io that does not containmore or less land wholly unsu.tcd to agriculture bnt admirably

adapted to the grow h of timber. There are ravines formingS *''^'''<'?^' """^ """^ 1''"'"^ »'"" "'•'= deteriorating intoblow sand to the menace of good land adjacent, roeky hillsidesThe covcrmg of these with timber wonld add to the beauty ^'
the landscape; it would beneficially affect climatic conditions-
protect sources of water supply; turn to profitable account inthe growing of commercial timber sections now worse than wasteWhat IS proposed is that the Province shall co-operate with the
municipalities in accomplishing this object.

More than this is proposed. There are considerable sectionswhich have been- cut over but never cleared. In these sections
nature is carrying on the work of afforestation but the value

nLin-
^''^^""^ *'"•''

!^ beins largely lost by fires which
periodically sweep over the unprotected areas. What is called
tor, and what is proposed, is a systematic protection of nature'sS '"Y :^. "" ™P''">' g^°^^ins i"'" value. There is enoughS f "nf, '^ P' •

9'"'"'"'' P™Periy conserved, to meet the
needs of Old Ontario for all time to come, and this will be pro-
vided for under the Eowell programme.

By the application of a similar far-sighted comprehensive
policy to the forest areas of New Ontario this Province may bemade not only for to-day, but for to-morro-.i-, one of the world's
chief sources of timber supply and an unfailing and steadilv
increasing source of Provincial revenue will be created at thesame time.

On its conservation policy alone the Rowell programme isone that is deserving the serious consideration of every man
interested in the welfare of the Province.

The banaflts of the Hydro-Electric aystom areoonflnad to one section. The Rowell Policy willextend these benefits to all saotions.
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EXPENDITURE INCREASED
BY NEARLY 80 PER CENT.

, „ „J" ^^^ ""^ Provincial revenue amounted to a little over
$6,000,000.

The expenditure for the same year was $5,267,000.
There was thus a surplus, over expenditure, of well over

$700,000.

For 1910 the revenue of the Province was $8,891,000.
The expenditure of the Province in the same year, leaving

out of account capital outlays on the Hydro-Electric, t,n the
Temiskaming Railway, on new Government House, on rebuild-
ing the burned wing of the Parliament Buildings, etc., was
over $9,000,000.

Thus, despite an increase of nearly $3,000,000 in revenue,
there is to-day a deficit of over $10,0,000 where there was a sur-
plus of more than $700,000 six years before.

It is true Hon. Mr. Matheson claims a small surplus for
the year, but in order to establish a surplus in ordinary expendi-
ture he charges to capital an item of $150,000 for good roads
while an item of $91,000 for the same purpose was charged to
current expenditure in 1904.

The outlay on ordinary account, aside from items properly
chargeable to capital account, has been increased by nearly 80
per cent, in six years.

Not only has the ordinary expenditure of the Province
increased at an alarming rate but the debt has grown rapidlv
as well.

In 1904 the total direct liabilities of the Province were
in round figures, $11,700,000. The indirect liabilities were
$2,600,000.

In 1911 the- direct liabilities of the Province (see page 57a
Public Accounts of Ontario, 1911) were $22,083,430.02. The
indirect liabilities of the Province in the same year were
$9,260,000.

The direct liabilities have been nearly doubled, the indirect
liabilities well nigh quadrupled.

How long will it take the Whitney Government to bankrupt
the Province if a check is not put upon its extravagance ?

Provinolal ExpandIturs, 1904

Provlnolal IxpanclltMrw, 1010 -

- - 05,267,000

ovar )l,000,000
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SOCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL
BETTERMENT

In this industrial and commercial age it is to tiie prob-

lems that affect the health and well-being of the mass of the

people that the Government should give special attention, the

conservation of natural resources is most important, for they

constitute the n'aterial foundations of a nation's wealth. It

must, however, oe remembered that a nation is composed of

people, and will only be strong in proportion as its men, wo-

men and children are strong. The conservation of human
resources, of human life, of human energy, is therefore even

more important than the conservation of national resources.

The older countries have found that it is becoming necessary

for them to try to eradicate, at a tremendous cost, conditions

which should have never been allowed to grow up. The slums

of the cities of the United Kingdom, and the crowded tene-

ments of American cities are doing more to weaken the moral

and physical »ibre of the people and to spread the disease,

than hundreds of social reformers and physicians will be able

to undo for generations to come.

The Liberal party pledges itself to pay particular atten-

tion to th-- prevention of the growth of conditions of this kind

in Ontario '.i cities and towns. It views the question of public

health and well-being of communities as a State question, and

if returned to power will have a departmeiit of the Govern-

ment take up the work of special investigation and super-

vision of matter affecting the health and well-being of indus-

trial workers and communities, assisting in the work of town
planning, and by the prevention of the growth of congested

areas. This work would be carried on in a way which at the

same time migh' offset the evils which are residting from the

decline in the n ral population in what ought to be one of

the great agricultural Provinces of the Dominion.

THE PREVENTION OF CRIME.

Much has been said of the work done by Mr. Hanna in

connection with the prison farm at Guelph. Whilst much may
be said in favor of what has been attempted, in some respects

it marks a beginning at the wrong end. the work of the pre-

vention of crime is vastly more important, and vastly more
remunerative to a nation in the long run than the attempted

refui'mation of criminals. If half the thought and expense

which have been given to the Guelph farm were given to pre-
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PRESS OPINIONS ON LIBERAL

LEADER AND POLICY
The appointment of N. W. Rowell, K.C., as leader of I he

Liberal party in Ontario has called forth a chorus of aipr 'val

from the Liberal press. Even the Conservative press CL'ild

scarce forbear to cheer. The Liberal platform has been equally
well received.

A GREAT nOMBINATION.

Guelph Mercury: A good leader is extremely desirable

in an election campaign; so is a good platform for him to

occupy and develop. Better than either alone are the two in

combination. That describes exactly the Liberal party in

Ontario to-day. To have the rank and file of a party satisfied

with their leader and platform is well. To have them enthus-

iastic over both is very much better, and never were the

Liberals of Ontario more enthusiastic than they are in entering

this campaign, or with better reason.

POPULAR LEADER.

Carleton Place Herald: The selection of Mr. N. W.
Rowell, K.C, as Liberal leader in Ontario is received every-

where with great enthusiasm and hearty acclaim. The Con-
servative press is even generous in lauding the new leader.

HAILED WITH SATISFACTION.

Gait Reformer: Liberals all over the Province will hail

with a great deal of satisfaction the broad and comprehensive
platform as published over the signature of the new leader,

Mr. N. W. Rowell.

MEANS MUCH TO PUBLIC LIFE.

The Kingston Standard (Conservative) said editorially:

"This there is to be said to Mr. Rowell 's credit: that

he is a nplendid platform speaker, an enthusiastic worker, a

loyal Liberal, and a clean gentleman, against whose character
and pers jn not a word can be said. Public life will be the better

for the presev ,> of such a man. The choice, too, is in itself
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advocated in the future by one of the great political parties

in this Province, the system whereby industry is ncouraged,

and the holding of land out of use rendered unprofitable, is to

find a foremost place. It may not even be too much to say

that this particular plank will eventually prove the most
effective and popular of Oie various measures to be advocated

by the Liberals of Ontario in their efforts to again control the

destinies of the Province.

"It is a matter of regret that the Government has allowed

the Opposition to forestall it in the advocacy or adoption of

a principle which has successfully appealed to the democracy
of Britain on three successive occasions, and which is to-day

engaging the attention of progressive and enterprising localities

throughout the western half of our own land. The immediate

results of the taxation of land values, rather than the improve-

ments upon the land, have become so visible in the cases of

Canadian western communities that academic discussion of

the economic aspect of the question has no longer obstructed

the progress of the movement. The West has been 'shown,' to

use a native colloquialism.

"In Ontario the educational movement is bearing fruit.

It is rather disappointing to find that the Government of the

day has thus far failed to recognize the growth of the senti-

ment in favor of tax reform in this direction, but now that

the issue is fairly before the people the opportunity to impress

the Administration with the trend of public thought along these

lines should not be neglected.'

ONTARIO IS A LAOaABD.

Aside from the Temiskaming & Northern Ontario Railway,

which owes its origin to lion. Geo. W. Ross and its ever-grow-

ing efficiency to Sir James Whitney's choice of J. h. Englehart,

the whole Department of Mines and Forests has not done as

much to open up New Ontario in six years as an adequate

department should do in six months.—Toronto Telegram (Con-

servative).

Snt JAMES WHITITEY'S UNPBOQBESSIVI! ATTITUDE.

The Hamilton Spectator (Conservative) of November 1,

1911, said editorially: "While this journal has supported Sir

James Whitney and his Administration consistently in his gen-

eral policies, we are not unaware of the fact that Sir James
cannot, in the very nature of things, be regarded as the last
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'

' Whatever effect Mr. Bowell's assuming of leadership may
have upon the fortunes of the party with which he is identified,

there can be no doubt at all that his active participation in

political life will help to give strength and success to moral

issues, and to raise the tone and temper of political discussions

and methods. And, without maligning anyone or reflecting

unjustly upon the political ideals of our time, for which we
are all responsible, it may be asserted that in these matters we
are still a little shoi-t of perfection.

"The country, and the church as well, is to be congratu-

lated when positively Christian men feel themselves called upon
to take part in public affairs and mingle themselves in the

actual political life and discussion of the time. The day for

such men standing outside with a holier-than-thou attitude and

bemoaning the wickedness and immorality of political life is

quite gone by. No one should feel his political responsibility

more keenly than the one who has the highest ideals as to what
political life should be, and no one can be as hardly execused

from taking a keen and personal and intelligent interest and
participation in all public affairs.

"The number of men of the earnest religious type who
are in politics for the country's good and with the idea of

public service before them is larger to-day than it has been at

least for some years past. Men somewhat of the Mr. Rowell

type are not as uncommon in politics as they once were."

COMMANDS GENERAL ESTEEM.

From the Canadian Baptist: "Regardless of political

affiliations, we feel sure that our readers will be gratified in

the choice made by the Liberals in Ontario in placing Mr. N. W.
Rowell, K.C., at the head of the Opposition in the Legislature.

It is important that a leader in a young country like this should

have high patriotic, moral and religious ideals, and in this

respect Mr. Rowell commands the esteem of both Liberals and
Conservatives.-"
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In the meantime we propoie to adopt measurea :

—

To bring about the active immigration into this Province
of suitable people for settlement and emplojrment upon our
farm lands; to induce land-seeking fanners to remain in the

Province by locating in New Ontario instead of emigrating to

western Canada.
To secure the building of a good roads system throughout

Ontario by an issue of Provincial bonds or by other assistance

on an adequate scale, thereby facilitating traffic and insuring
quick delivery of farm and garden products.

To extend in evsry feasible way publi. light, power and
telephone services to the farms of the Province.

To provide for the establishment of suitable demonstration
farms throughout Ontario; to promote Ontario's apple and
general fruit-growing industry by establishing demonstration
orchards, and to advertise widely the important and growing
apple industry by holding an annual National Apple Show.

To appoint a sufficient number of Provincial inspectors

with authority to stamp out the evils arising from noxious
weeds, insect pests and diseases of orchard trees.

To make Ouelph Agricultural College more useful by
enlarging its sphere of experimental work; especiaJly in stock-

breeding.

TAXATION.
Social justice demands the removal of existing inequalities

in taxation, and we propose the amendment of the Assessment
Act to permit municipalities to exempt improvements from
taxation either in whnie or in part.

To provide that the property of railway and other public
utility corporations shall contribute to the revenues of muni-
cipalities and of the Province on a basis of assessment and
taxation in every respect equal to the assessment and taxation
of the property of private citizens.

SOCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL BETTERMENT.
The betterment of the social and industrial condition of

the masses of the people shall be one of our supreme concerns.
The evils of intemperance constitute a grave social peril.

During the ensuing Parliamentary term we will consider the
best form of lesfislation to deal effectively with these evils, and
the electors will have an opportunity of passing upon our pro-
posals at the following general election.

We will immediately abolish the three-flfths vote in local

option contests, and substitute a simple majority.
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We condemn the alienation by the Whitney Oovernment
of millions of acres of the public domain by way of land grants
to railway corporations.

ONTARIO RAILWAY AND MUNICIPAL BOARD.
There should be an enlargement of the powers and reor-

ganization of the Ontario Railway and Municipal Board so
as to render it an influential and effective tribunal in the pu'ilic
interest.

ADMINISTRATION OP JUSTICE.

It will be our duty to combat at all times by legislative
enactment and administrative action such trusts, mergers and
other combinations of capital as stifle competition, increase
the cost of living and impair political independence.

We will abolish the right of the Government to deny access
to the courts to those who claim to have suffered wrong or
damage through the action of the Oovernment or any Com-
mission appointed thereunder.

CIVIL SERVICE REFORM.
The spoils and patronage systems are inimical to the

highest efficiency of the civil service and to the best interests
01 the country. We propose the creation of a Civil Service
Commission, and that appointments and promotions in the ser-
vice shall be by merit after competitive examination.

ELECTORAL REFORM.
We will prohibit under adequate penalties all corporations

over which the Province has jurisdiction from making cam-
paign contributions; require the publication of all campaign
contributions to candidates and political organizations, and
provide for the appointment of a public prosecutor, as in Eng-
land, whose duty it shall be to intervene in contested elections
to see that all who are guilty of electoral fraud or corruption
are duly prosecuted.

I shall take an early opportunity of discussing before the
electors the policies herein outlined, and I appeal to all who
believe in these policies to give to the Liberal candiddtea
throughout this Province their cordial support.



POINTS IN MR. ROWELL'S
MASSEY HALL SPEECH

L 7'r".*'''"'^
"'''•' ^** to *^ that in every

•chool of ti,e Provinc. every child receive, a thorough
Engbth education."

"To secure the development of Nmv O^irio'*
inestimable mineral wealth, ,m», S^^Mlf •nl«ir|«<ihome market for aD th*mmohamV^.i;ii^tri»W
OnUno, mean, increased employment for WwJdng
men, and an enlarged market for th« ^vmm of oW^ntano right at their own dbor».' -

Tlie highert weffare of our Provuice daiwada^at erwy encouragement should be ciinn-t» the
development of our agricultural industry so as notoi% to maintain but increase in number and in
inttuence the rural population of our Province."

In a democracy, where the people rule, the
educarion of the masses is the safeguard of our
bbertie. the guarantee of our pi-ogre... and one of
tfte real teite^f Ae progrewivenes. of our civihation."

Irrespective of our party affffiatJons, let our
Ti be to maintain Ontario's premier place
the Provinces of our Dominion, and a. an
and mtegrai part of our great Confederi






