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EDUCATION DEPARTMENT FOR ONTARIO.

PROVINCIAL SECRETARY'S OFFICE,
i Toronto. 19th February, 1876.
"lakls Honor the LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR has been pleased to
® the following appointment, viz. :—
® Honourable ADAM CROOKS, a member of the Executive
to poC of the Province of Ontario and the Treasurer thereof,
Inister of Education in and for the Province of Outario.

PROVINCIAL SECRETARY’S OFFICE,
Toronto, 26th February, 1876.

m&l&‘ Honor the LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR has been pleased to
Jo the following appointments, viz, :—
to b;‘g Grorer HoDGINs, of the City of Toronto, Esq., LL.D.

hﬂo eputy Minister of Education for the Province of On-

in SBXANDER MAKLING, of the Cliby of Toronto, Chiof Clork
the EzEdll_cation Department, Gentleman, to be Secretary of
Ucation Department of the Province of Ontario.

P
RTING (IRCULARS FROM THE REVEREND
DR. RYERSON. '

~To th, Municipal Councils of Counties, Townships,
Cities, Towns and Villages in Onturio.

N G " . .
in ':ﬂi TLEMEN,—QOn retiring from a connection with you,
Ve, ters of education, extending back to 1844 - -four

Iyyy: *Rterior to the cowmplete organization of our present

Dicy 1 P .

(Eq Il)a system—I desire to say a few parting words.
ye" Y School Legislation.)—Devoting, as I did, a part of
ol 1844 and the whole of the year 1845 to visiting

Pring; v‘iStlga,tmg the systems of public iustruction in the
Pal States of the neighbouring republic and the edu-

cating countries of Europe, I laid before our Government
early in 1846 the results of my inquiries, and the con-
clusions at which I had arrived, in a Report entitled
“ Report on a System of Public Elementary Instruction
for Upper Canada,” pp. 191. My Report was approved
by the Government, and I was directed to prepare a draft
of Bill to give it effect. That Bill was brought in and con-
ducted through the House by the Hon. W. H. Draper
(then Attorney-General), and became law in the spring
of 1846 ; it was based upon the system of Municipal (or
District) Councils, as they then existed, and provided for
the establishment of a Normal School, and uniformity of
school text books as well as school libraries. In 18471 .
prepared a draft of another School Bill, which was intro-
duced into and conducted through the Legislature by the
Hon. J. Hillyard Cameron (then Solicitor-General), creat-
ing one Board of School Trustees for each city and town,
with other provisions. A change of government taking
place soon after, the late Hon. Robert Baldwin intrdduced
in 1848 his famous Bill for the complete system of county
and township Municipal Councils. In 1850, at Mr. Bald-
win’s request, I prepared a draft of School Bill consoli-
dating the previous Acts, and introducing amendments
suggested by my experience and by various parties at
County (then District) Conventions which I held in each
county of the Province during the autumn of 1847,
adapting the whole to the new municipal system. Mr.
Baldwin devoted two days with me in adapting every
part of that Bill to the municipal laws of which he was
the author, and in perfecting its provisions, as far as we
could ; so that it became and continued the charter of
our school system until 1874—for the several School Bills
passed between 1850 and 1874 were but extensions and
supplements to the School Act of 1850, suggested by the
progress of the system, and concurred in by County School
Conventions held throughout all the'counties in 1853,
1859, 1866 and 1869. .

(Consulting with the People.)—I have made these
references to recall to your recollection the fact that
not a single important feature of our School Laws has been
adopted without previous consultation with the people of
the Province; during the five visits I made to the several
counties, holding a public Convention in each county for
the purpose of consulting on educational matters. At all
these conventions, among the subjects proposed in the cir-
cualars calling them, were—

“To answer any questions which may be proposed, and give any
*¢ gxplanations which may be desired, respecting the several provi-
¢ gions of the Common School Law.” ¢ To consider any sugges-
“tions which may be made for its improvement.” ¢‘The impor-
“tance and facilities of Normal School Training of Teachers,”
¢ Tho establishment of Public School Libraries ; regulations for
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‘‘ their management, and their relation to county, township and
¢“8chool Municipalities.” “Free Schaols.” *‘County School In-
‘‘spectors and Boards of Examiners and their qualifications.”
‘¢ Prize books for the schools.” ¢ Compulsory Education.”

These and kindred subjects connected with both the
public and high schools were freely discussed in succes-
sive years at these Conventions; nor did I recommend
legislation on any one of them without the concurrence of
at least two-thirds of these Conventions.

(Text-books for the Schools.)—The two subjects which
first engaged attention were the Normal School training of
teachers and proper text-books for the schools. As this
last subject is of the greatest importance, and as recent
attempts have been and are being made to break down
the system established, I will briefly state its origin and
early results, as stated at length with the official papers
in my School Reports for 1847 and 1848. In my report
for 1847, written in August, 1848, I gave the results of
local reports on the subject of school text-books. ¢ There
were in uge upwards of 295 text-books.” The list on the
six principal subjects of teaching were—spelling-books, 13 ;
reading-books, 107 ; arithmetics, 83 ; geographies, 20 ; his-
tories, 21 ; grammars, 16 ; and on nine other subjects men-
tioned, 53 text-books. Most of those books were foreign,
and in general the prices of them were as high, and the
quality of them was as inferior, as their variety was great.
To relieve Canadian parents of such a burden, and the
schools of such a nuisance, was attended with difficulties,
detailed in the reports, but which were speedily overcome.
The Canadian Board of Education (designated “ Council of
Public Instruction” by the Act of 1850) adopted the
“Irish National Series of Text-books”—a series prepared
by experienced teachers, and unanimously adopted by the
Irish National Board of Education, consisting of Episco-
palians, Presbyterians and Roman Catholics, and which
for nearly forty years have held the first place among the
school books used in England and Scotland as well as in
Ireland. At the same time a twofold arrangement was
effected” with the Irish National Board—the one was to
obtain the copyright to reprint the books in Upper Can-
ada, and the other was to purchase those books in Dublin
at fifty per cent. below their retail prices at home.
The Education Department here reprinted no text-book,
but gave its right (with a set of the books as models) to
reprint the whole of the Irish National text-books to
any and every Canadian publisher that might apply, and,
by circular invited and endorsed the applications of the
baoksellers ot the Province to purchase and import the
original edition on their engaging to sell such books at the
rate of not more than a shilling currency for the shilling
sterling of the published retail price of them in Great
Britain and Ireland. The immediate effect of this arrange-
ment was the issue of two Canadian editions of these
text-books, and the importation of the original editions
by various booksellers ; and the result was a competition,
in both quality and prices, between the Canadian reprints
and the imported editions of these text-books. In order
that no available means might be left unemployed to
acquaint the leading minds of Canada with the character of
these excellent text-books, and secure their cordial intro-
duction into all our schools, I proposed to the Irish National
Board to purchase twenty-five complete sets of their text-
books, registers, forras, &c., for presentation to the District
and City Councils of Upper Canada, of which there were
then only twenty-five ; but the Irish National Board, with
characteristic generosity, made a donation of twenty-five
sets of their publications, one of which set [ had the plea-
sure of presenting to each district and city council, with

the request that they would, by a committee or otherw1s®
examine both the character and prices of the books, and give
public expression to their views. It was by the co-oper®
tion of the Municipal Councils I now address that th%
great boon of a uniform series of text-books was conferre
almost simultaneously and universally upon and glat
accepted by our public school authorities, and the heaviesh
item of expense to parents sending their children to sch0?
greatly reduced. In my Annual Report for 1847, writte?
in August, 1848, this first and most important step in 0%
school progress is thus stated :

‘I had shown its necessity in my Report on a System of P ublie
Elementary Instruction for Upper Canada (1846), and I am hapP
to be able to say that results have justified its adoption, silen
every whisper of opposition, and already secured the support of 1
public to an extent that could not have been anticipated at so €8 j
a period, and which is without a parallel in any State in Amert
It is just two years since the Board of Education was estab
and recommended an uniform series of text books for the scho®
The Board employed no powers of prohibition, but provided 8%
suggested facilities for the useful and profitable exertions of priv® L
enterprises, and that in connection with measures which Jed 29
only to the introduction of school books of an improved charac”.
and quality, but to the reduction of nearly twenty per cent. in ﬂt‘;:o
prices, thus preparing the way for securingto the whole country
double boon of good and cheap books.” (p. 12.)

This series of text-books was continued in our pubhg
schools from 1847 to 1867, when they were revised, and t:i,
present Canadian Series based upon them was introdu¢ Tic
the copyright of which has been still continued as puP
property, thus securing competition in their printing 8%
prices, and enabling the Education Department to 08'“53
the revision of any one or all of them, as the progress 8
wants of the schools may require. .

(Maps and Apparatus)—The provision for and 1{1“0:
duction of maps, globes and other apparatus, as also liP 0
ries and prize books, as a part of our school system, 3‘«)1:.‘;6(1
later date than those for text-books, and are all o
upon the principle of providing at cost prices for the MBY
nicipal Councils and Boards of Trustees with what the;
may deem necessary for the interests of schools under b
charge, with the further aid of one hundred per cent. &
whatever sums they may provide from local sources.

(The People’s Depository.)— As all these provisions ﬁﬂ
distinguishing features of our school system have P 9
adopted only after free and repeated consultati® 4
with the people in the several counties and cities, %
have been sanctioned and provided for by successlud
Governments and Parliaments for twenty-five years &,
more, and as the Municipal Councils and Trustees 8¢ ' 4
only parties to whom they are rendered available, ’;,ld
will, I am sure, agree with me that no one of them sh?
be crippled, much less abolished, without consulting y e
and securing your consent. You can at’ any time be c:
sulted by circulars in the course of a few months, oF ©
weeks; and if you and the Trustees the burden-beﬂ"e'zoy
all our school operations-—deem the long-established 28° .5,
of the Education Department to provide you with _llbr”'f:;p
prize books, maps, globes and other apparatus to aid YO
your work, should be abolished, then you will doub™ 1.
say so, and the Legislature would then be justified i2# og
ishing it, but not till then. The management of this ey
of the People’s Depository has not cost the public reve;islﬂ’
farthing ; and I am sure the appropriation by the Lef,ion"
ture to extend, through you and the school corpor®” .
the benefits of this agency, will be applied to th?ewod
advantage, until the Legislature itself shall have fe;;ﬂ;'tﬂ
its past and decided upon its future policy in T® f o

this, as [ am confident, most important element €
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Pablic School system—an element which becomes not
€8, but more important with the advancement of the
System and the country.
entlemen, I thank you most sincerely for the cordial
bner in which you have received and responded to the
1y circulars which I have addressed to you during the
t thirty years—on the duties and functions which modi-
Cations in the municipal or school laws have imposed
i‘POD Yyou. *~Amongst the most pleasing recollections of my
ong administration of the Education Department will be
the uninterrupted harmony which has existed between
Ou and myself, and the efficient and liberal manner in
Which you have performed your part in the great work of
%ur country’s education—having, during every single
Year, provided larger sums by school assessments than the
baw ifgelr required. During the year 1874—the last year
Or which we have complete statistical returns—the
4mount of the Legislatlve School Grant was $244,933, the
W requiring an equal sum to be provided by Municipal
Jouncils as a condition of receiving it; but instead of
ll!Iut‘.ing your school assessment to the sum required by
lay, you provided the noble sum of $606,538—your own
*%al and patriotism, in this one particular alune, being
v 61,705 in advance of the law requirements for the
ar.,

. (The New Miwister of Education.)—Feeling that the
me had arrived for me to resign the administration of
the Education Department to younger and abler hands, 1
i"“bmitted the best provision I could conceive for the
Uture management of the Department, and perfetuation
4 further development of the School System. I am hap-
PY tosay that the Government and Legislature have given
ffect to the plan recommended ; and that an honour-
€ gentleman, whom, in consideration of his principles,
Tacter, abilities and attainments, I had for two years
essed to assume my work, has atlergth been appointed
ter of Education. In his hands, 1 am sure, you will
fing 1o change in the administration of the Department,
4 of the School System, except for the better.
Your faithful friend and servant,

E. RYERSON.
Toronto, February 29th, 1876.

ofP .S.—(Politics and Education.)—Some sincere friends
the Schaol system have expressed apprehensions lest
Uder the new regime it might be brought within the
Thicious influence of political party. I do not share in
a dc _apprehensions. I have every confidence that the
T Minigtration of the School system will be strictly im-
?a'rtlal and patriotic, and will accord in spirit with its
ouguration and re-inauguration since 1840. Its first
YUthineg were drawn and embodied in law by one political
Y led by the late Hon. R.Baldwin, in 1841 and 1843 ; it
an-s revised and re-inaugurated under the auspices of the
:l8ervative party, led by the Hon. Chief-Justice Draper,
' 1846 ; it was revised again in 1850, under the Reform
Y led by Mr. Baldwin, who re-appointed the same
800 to the head of the Department and the same per-
Y 1S to the Council of Public Instruction that had been
“Phointed in 1844 and 1846.
Ao Mediately after the passing of our Charter School
N t of 1850, I proceeded to England to make arrange-
*0ts with regard to procuring maps, globes, library and
P b001(.3, and while in London, in December, 1850, 1
- k:Pared my school address for that year to the inhabi-
S of Upper Canada. I reproduce here the following
P&ra,gmph of that address for the references and facts it
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contains, and in the belief that its spirit will be as fully
realized in our country during the next twenty-five years
as it has been during the past twenty-five years of our
educational history :

“'I'he virus of party spirit is poisonous to the interests of
education in any country or neighbourhood, and the
clangour and jostling of party conflicts are its funeral
knell. It perishes in the social storm, but grows and
blooms and bears fruit in the serenity and sunshine of
social peace and harmony. It has, therefore, been
the policy of the enemies of general education in any
country, and of whatever party, asif prompted by a
malevolent instinct, to seek to invest the agency for its
extension with a party character, and then strangle it as
a party monster. And even unintentionally and inciden-
tally, the interests of education bave largely suffered from
the same upas influence. Among our American neigh-
bours, I have been assured that party selfishness and con-
tests have proved one of the most serious obstacles to the
progress of their educational systems and interests. The
working of their machinery of government involving
countless elections and endless party conflicts, the
local if not higher administration of their School systems
have often been perverted and pressed into degrading ser-
vice as an engine of party, to the grief of the earnest
and patriotic friends of education ; and it has been alleged
that to the intrigues of party aspirants may be traced the
origin of no inconsiderable number of -their projects of
School laws and School reforms. It is highly honourable
to the discernment and patriotism of our neighbours that
under a system of polity which to so high a degree lives
and moves and breathes in an atmosphere of almost the-
atrical excitement, the interests of education have been
so nobly sustained, and its progress has been so rapid and
extensive. I regard it as an interesting incident in our
Canadian history, and a brilliant sign and certain augury
of educational progress, that our system of popular in-
structionstands forth, by common consent and suffrage, the
exclusive property of no party, and the equal friend of all
parties, If one party introduced legislative enactments
laying the foundation and delineating the general outlines
of the system in 1841 and 1843, and if another introduced
a legislative measure to modify and essentially to improve
it in 1846, both parties have united to mature and con-
solidate it in 1850.* I think there was a moral sublimity
in the spectacle presented by our Legislature at its last
session, when the leading minds of both parties (with
only subordinate exceptions unworthy of formal notice,
and reflecting just darkness enough to give stronger ex-
pression and greater majesty to the general outlines of the
picture), forgetting the rivalships and alienations of party,
and uniting as one man to provide the best system they
could devise for the universal education of their common
country—the spirit of sect being merged in the spirit of
Christianity, and the spirit of partizanship absorbed in
that of patriotism. I have stated the fact to several dis-
tinguished public men, as well in the United States as in
England, and in every instance the comment has been
one of admiration of such a spirit in the public men of
Canada, congratulation on the educational and social pros-
pects of the Canadian people under such circumstances.
As a practical development of the same spirit in admin-
istration which had been thus illustrated in legislation,
the same persons have been reappointed in 1850 to per-
petuate and extend the work of education under the law,

#By previous arrangement & member of the Government moved the second
reading of the Bill, and the leader of the Opposition seconded it,
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who were first appointed in 1846 to devise and establish
it. The example and spirit of these acts should thrill the
heart of every man of every party in Canada, and tell him
that in the education of youth he should forget sect and
party, and only know Christianity and his country.”

IL—To the Boards of Public and High Schools of
Ontario.

GENTLEMEN,—After an official connection and labour
with you for nearly a third of a century, I cannot bid you
an official farewell without addressing to you a few part-
ing words.

(School Trustee Labours).—You are pre-eminently the
burden-bearers of the School System. The Municipal
Councils indeed lay out the work, and form the districts,
or circuits, or sections, and appoint the members of the
High School Corporations, Public School Inspectors, and
levy School Assessments in certain circumstances and to a
certain extent; but upon the Trustees devolve the duty,
responsibility, labour and trouble (often difficult and per-
plexing) of devising the means and modes for the estab-
lishment and success of the schools—the procuring of
school sites, the erection and furnishing of school buildings,
the employmeunt and payment of school teachers, and all
the appliances and requisites for the school education of
the youth of the land. You know—and the older mem-
bers of your bodies have felt—how unable, at the begin-
ning, were Trustees of Public or Common Schools to
command the means of either building decent school-
houses or of paying even very ordinary teachers; and
the Trustees of Grammar or High Schools well know how
powerless they were to procure anything beyond the Gov-
ernment apportionment and the individual rate-bill, to
pay their poorly compensated masters, much less to com-
mand a cent by rate on property, or in any other way but
individual voluntary subscription, to butd or furnish a
school-house.
ces magnificent Public and High School buildings that
are ornamenting our cities, towns and villages, and dot-
ting the townships, and these rapidly multiplying, evince
the vastly increased powers of school corporations, and
the patriotism and intelligence with which they are
exercising those powers—to the increase of the value of
property, the elevation of the character of the country,
and both the preparation for and indication of its advanc-
ing civilization. And to this I may add the facts, that
the Trustees of 108 High Schools have paid the last year
(1874) reported, to their Masters and Teachers, the sum
of $179,946, besides paying $63,684 for Buildings ; and the
Trustees of the 4,758 PublicSchools, reported the sameyear,
paid their teachers the sum of $1,647,750, besides $699,-
547 on school sites and school buildings. Nor should I
omit to say that you have furnished your High and Publie
Schools with (one of which did not exist in any High or
Public School in Upper Canada in 1852) 2,785 globes,
47,413 maps, 1,334 libraries (containing 266,046 volumes),
766,645 volumes of prize-books—one-half of the cost of
which has been defrayed by yourselves, and all of which
have beensent to you on your own orders. Furthermore be
it remembered, that the members of Trustee Boards of the
108 High Schools (each Board being composed of from six
" to eight members) and the members of the Trustee Boards
of the 4,758 Public Schools (each Board consisting of from
three to sixteen members) have performed their duties
and done their great work without one dollar’s compensa -
tion—a fact without a parallel in any State of America.
Noble benefactors of their country !

But the commodious, and in many instan-.

(The People’s Depository).-—Gentlemen, you are my
witnesses that before I submitted to the Legislature
single measure to provide you with school maps, or globesj
or library or prize books, I consulted you and other fello¥®
citizens in County Conventions, held inevery county 1n
Province, and had your cordial approbation. It must
known to many, if not all of you, that private influence®
have been vigorously, not to say unscrupulgusly exert® ;
to undo what has thus been done by your consent ¥
given, developed to such magnitude by your co-operatio®
and labour ; but I think I can hear your protest ready
sound out from every Trustee School Board, as we
from every Municipal Council, against the Leg’islaﬁure
taking, or permitting to be taken, any step, without yO“;
consent, to abolish or cripple the agency by which 9
have been assisted in supplying your schools with libr
and prize books, globes and maps, and leave you to t
impositions and extortions of private speculation, ins
of being under the protection and having the aid of a Pu%”
lic Department, under the direction of a Minister of Ed%
cation responsible to the representatives of the people-

(Progress of our Schools).—Gentlemen, while I thank’
fully contemplate your ever cordial co-operation d
my long administration of the Education Department, 8
that I retire from it without a single complaint from °
one of your nearly five thousand corporations, I have -
language to express my grateful admiration of the w "
mense labours you have performed, the difliculties yok
have encountered and overcome, the vast and varied W"fe_
you have already accomplished, and the inestimable ben
fits you have conferred and are conferring wider
wider upon our common country. A few years since I !
tended a National Education Convention at Philadeg’elig
—the city in which the great American Centennial

bration is about to take place. At that Convention, ‘ta
tended by the Governors of several States, the Heads ”’ﬁu

Professors of many Colleges, and Educationists from K6
the States, some of them who had visited our country s{ﬁﬂl
of the educational system and work in Canada as exce 0
and shaming their doings in the United States, and }l)ai
nounced extravagant praise upon the Canadian Y
Superintendent for the marvellous success and progres®...
the educational work in Upper Canada. In reply, ¥ ads
I believed the nature and success of the work in Can ot
had not been over-estimated, the Chief Superint'end; od
was not entitled to anything like the praise which o
been bestowed upon him ; for the great secret of his 5'; ,
cess was not in the capacity and skill which had beeB ./
tributed to him, but in the fact that he had to do ¥
the best people in the world, and that if they had as o
people for educational work as we had in Canada, t’hv
would have little to be ashamed of, and everything to
proud of. ‘
I thus spoke in the absence of my countrymen, oy
spoke the language not of compliment, but the testlfno
of simple fact, as abundantly shown by the figures # o
quoted, in connection with the newness and populati® [
our country. 1&1';
(The New Minister of Education)—In my succesﬁorrﬁna
Honourable Minister of Education, I am sure you W=~
higher qualifications and greater energies than I qoﬂlq ev
pretend to, and a corresponding zeal and patriotis® 1 of?
vancing and extending the work which our joint l’f’; 1
have prepared. In my retirement and age, I shall £¢®

less interest than in past years in the progress 'Ott:e); o
labours in co-operation with those of the Mlllllscan-w

Education, and shall ever be ready to do what
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Promote this primary and highest work of our country’s
Cvilization and greatness.
Yours faithfully and sincerely,

(Signed) E. RYERSON.
Toronto, March 1st, 1876.

ML— 7% the 1 nspectors and Teachers of High and Public
Schools.

In addressing to you a few words on the termination of
WY long official connection with you, I cannot address you
Wholly ag gentlemen (as I have ‘done Municipal Councils
And School Trustees), since of the 5,736 teachers employed
10 the public schools, 3,135 of them are females. 1 ad-

Tess you as friends and colleagues—having been myself
& grammar school teacher two years before I commenced
Ty public life.

levation of the Profession).—In devising a system of

Ublic instruction for our country, the first thing needful
w*?s to exalt the office of the teacher. To do this two
"h‘ngs were necessary : first, to elevate the qualifications
20d character of teachers ; secondly, to provide better and

Ore certain remuneration for their services. I need not
"y, what so many of you know, how low, a generation
O;Dee, were the qualifications of by far the greater number

teachers, and how lower still was their moral character,
how poor and uncertain was their remuneration, and

wretched the places in which they taught. There
fe noble exceptions in all these respects—but they
°Te exceptions to the general prevalence of ignorance,

%, and neglect. Of course much allowance is to be
oo’ on account of the infancy of the country, and the
“ﬁ’:"ﬂeness and penury of its hard-working inhabitants.
311(; all the old inhabitants will bear witness that the state
hay

h()w

character of the schools and teachers were such as I
€ Indicated.
pr;\) ormal Schools, Teacher's Remuneration)—To im-
OVe the qualifications and character of the teachers two
ang o ere requisite—a school for the training of teachers,
i Competent Boards to examine and license them, mak-
::)g 800d moral character one element of qualification. A
.vonnal school trained and could train but a small propor-
0 of the public school teachers; but it has furnished
w dmples, and given a standard for qualifications of teachers
of of teaching, the influence of which is felt in every part
N € country. With the improved qualifications and
s cter of teachers naturally followed their better remun-
ps 05 8nd to aid in promoting and rendering this more
M the laws were improved, investing trustees with
%%:? powers and securing to teachers the prompt and
v "'\lehm payment of their salaries. Though there is still
Toom for improvement, a contrast, rather than
qmg;"son, may be instituted between the qualifications,
of th, ter, remuneration, social position and place of labour
yeu: ag her of the present day and the teacher of thirty
0.
f%’nﬁy Boards—Improved status of the Teacher's Pro-
%hn )-—For several years after the establishment of
lie’n;:igBoards of Public Instruction for examining and
Whje.s teachers, it was complained that teachers were
o n, to examination by Boards the members of which
teyy £ Ot teachers themselves, and many of them incompe-
l‘e%vo’ the office. That just ground of complaint has been
ed by the qualifications of members of Examining
fl}x ing prescribed by law, and none being eligible
¢ office except graduates of some English or Cgana-
Diversity, with testimonial of experience as a

teacher, and teachers holding Provincial life first-class
certificates. Another just ground of complaint remained,
namely, that the schools were superintended and inspected
by persons who had not been teachers,and were not qualified
for the work. Now, no person is eligible to be a public
school inspector who does not hold a certificate from the
Education Department of the highest grade of the highest
class in his profession. Thus is the profession of the pub-
lic school teacher placed upon the same footing as the pro-
fessions of law and medicine. 1t now only remains that
the school text-books (the copyright of which is public
property, under the control of the %}ducation Department)
be subject, as occasion may require, to the revision by
select members of the teaching profession, and by them
only.

()éupe'rannuation of Teachers).—Theheartalmost recoils
at the recollection of years of varied and often discourag-
ing 10il required to overcome the prejudices and obstacles
in order thus to elevate the teacher’s profession to its true
standard of competence, dignity and permanence, and you
are all aware of the storm of opposition which was raised
against the last and most humane step taken to give in-
creased value and stability to the teacher’s profession by
providing for the relief of its aged and disabled members
—a provision now universally popular both within and
without the profession. In 1853, the Legislature was with
difficulty induced to grant $2,000 a year, which was after-
wards increased to $4,000 and then to $6,000, in aid of
superannuated or worn-out public school teachers. High
school teachers are now included, and the Legislative
grant for the last year reported (1874) was $23,100, nearly
one-half of which was contributed by the profession itself.

(Salaries of Teachers.)—I am aware that the remunera-
tion of the profession is not yet what it ought to be. It
should be the aim of every teacher to add to the value of
the profession and its labours by good conduct, diligence
and increased knowledge and skill ; and the experience of
the past shows that the country will not be slow to in-
crease the remuneration of labours thus rendered increas-
ingly valuable ; for while the amount of salaries paid to
2,706 Public School Teachers in 1844 was $206,856, the
amount of salaries paid to 5,736 Public School Teachers
in 1874 was $1,647,750. It is gratifying to reflect that
whatever sums are provided and expended for any edu-
cational purposes are all expended in the country, and
therefore do not impoverish it in any respect, but tend to
enrich it in the highest respect and in various ways.

(The High Schools.)—In regard to High Schools, for-
merly called Grammar Schools, the law for their improve-
ment and their administration by the Education Depart-
ment dates back to only 1852,at which,time their number
was 84, the number of their pupils 2,643, and the Legisla- -
tiveGrant in their aid was $20,567 ; in 1874 there were 108
High Schools, 7,871 gupils, and the Legislative Grant in
their aid was $75,553, in addition to which a sum equal
to half that amount was required to be raised by County
and City Councils, all of which to be sacred for the pay-
ment of salaries of masters and teachers; and corporate
powers in Boards of Trustees to provide additional means
for the payment of teachers, and the erection, repairs and
furnishing of buildings. In 1852 there were no inspec-
tors of High Schools; now there are three very able and
efficient High School Inspectors. In 1852 the whole
amount of salaries paid High School Teachers was $38,-
533; in 1874 the amount of salaries paid High School
Teachers was $179,946. The improvements in the opera-

tions and efficiency of the High Schools have, I believe,
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kept pace with their financial and material improvements.
In no part of our School system have more opposition and
buffetings been encountered than in etfecting these changes
and improvements.

(The New Minister.)—In terminating my official connec-
tion with the inspectors and teachers of High and Public
Schools, I feel that, with all the defects and mistakes of my
administration—and no one can be more deeply conscious
of them than myself—1I have, under very many difficulties,
rendered you the best service in my power. In my re-
tirement and advanced years I shall feel unabated inte-
rest in your success and happiness, while I shall enjoy the
satisfaction of knowing that the honourable gentleman
who succeeds me, with the rank and title of Minister of
Education, is animated with the warmest zeal, and pos-
sesses much higher qualifications and greater power than
I have been able to command, to advance your interests
and promote the sound and universal education of our
beloved country.

Your faithful friend and servant,

(Signed) E. RYERSON,
Toronto, March 2nd, 1876. :

—

OUR MUNICIPAL SYSTEM AND ITS
EDUCATIONAL FACILITIES.

From the Rev. Dr. Ryerson’s address to the people of
Ontario, in 1851, written in London, England, we select
the following admirable remarks on our Municipal System
and the facilities which it affords for educational advance-
ment :—

“ Our system of Municipalities affords unprecedented and
unparalleled facilities for the education and social advance-
ment of our country. Since I came to England, a mem-
ber of the Canadian Legislature now in this country, an
able political opponent of the author of our present Muni-
cipal Law, but deeply interested in the financial and
general advancement of Upper Canada, and who has to
do with matters affected by that law, has expressed to
me his conviction that our Municipal Law is the grandest,
the most comprehensive and most complete measure of
which he has any knowledge, for developing the resources
and promoting the improvement of a country—especially
a young country. But what is thus stated by an
impartial and competent judge to be true of this law in
respect to the general resources and interests of the coun-
try, is, I think, pre-eminently true in respect to its educa-
tional interests. Among the conditions essential to the
advancement and greatness of a people, are individual
development and %ocial co-operation—to add as much as
possible to the intellectual and moral value and power of
each individual man, and to colleet and combine indivi-
dual effort and resources in what appertains to the well-
being of the whole community. That system of polity is
best which best provides for the widest and most judi-
cious operation of these two principles—the individual
and the social. Now, to the development of the former,
self-reliance is requisite ; and in order to that there must
be self-government. To the most potent developments
of the latter, organization is essential, and such organiza-
tion as combines the whole community for all public pur-
poses, and within convenient geographical limits. In our
system of Municipalities, and in our léchool systems, which,
is engrafted upon the municipalities, these objects are
carefully studied and effectually provided for, and pro-

of in any other country. In the neighbouring States
there are excellent town and city municipalities w1
ample powers, and in some States there are municipalities.
of townships and counties for certain objects ; but these ar®
isolated from and independent of each other, and are far
from possessing powers commensurate with the develop:
ment of the resources, and meeting all the public wants 9f
the community within their respective limits. It is 18
Upper Canada alone that we have a complete and unifor®
system of municipal organization, from the smallest incot”
porated village to the largest city, and from the feeblest
school section and remotest township to the largest county
or union of counties—the one rising above the other, bt
not superseding it—the one merging into the other fof
purposes of wider expansion and more extensive comblni
ation. By their constitution, the municipal and scho®
corporations are reflections of the sentiments and feeling®
of the pecple within their respective circles of jurisdi¢
tion, and their powers are adequate to meet all the econ®
mic exigencies of each municipality, whether of schools 0%
roads, of the diffusion of knowledge or the development ¢

| wealth. Around the fireside and in the primary meeting®

all matters of local interest are freely examined and d1¥
cussed ; the people feel that these affairs are their oW
and that the wise disposal and management of them d¢”
pend upon their energy and discretion. In this develof”
ment of individual self-reliance, intelligence and action %
local affairs of common interest, we have one of the p*
mary elements of a people’s social advancement ; whilst 1}2
the municipal organizations we have the aggregate inteé
gence and resources of the wholéeommunity on every @ A
terial question and interest of cothmon concern. What th
individual cannot do in respect to a school, alibrary, ro#.*
or a railway, can be easily accomplished by the muni®
pality ; and the concentration of individual feeling 8%
sentiment gives character and direction to munict I8
action. The laws constituting municipalities and scho®
are the charters of their government, and the forms ap!
regulations for executing them are aids to strengthen the w0/
hands and charts to direct the course of those who “.s i
selected to administer them. The application of th;f§§
simple but comprehensive machinery to the interests o
schools and general knowledge opens up for Upper Cana®""
the prospect of a glorious future.” 51
o -_g — e

I Gducational SMatters in Outuriv.
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1. CHANGES IN THE EDUCATION OFFICE.

The recent transfer of the Department of Public Instruct;l‘:
from the late Chief Superintendeut to the present Minister 4
rendered necessary some changes in the Education Office.
Hodgins, formerly Deputy Superintendent, has been gazet W
the ‘“Deputy Minister of Education,” and Mr. Marling, b
merly Registrar of the Department, and Clerk of the Counc® g
Public Instructron, becomes by the same process Secl'et“yh’
the Education Department.” The work to be done by both of th%
officers will be much the same as heretofore, Dr. Ryerson, thopr
freed from official duties in connection with the work of the *o,
partment, over which he has presided for thirty-two years, Vf’ln h:’,g
aroom in the building, where he will be accessible should his ad o
be desired on any matter connected with the working of the Mr-
cation system. The apartment placed at his disposal by
Crooks is the old Council Chamber, where his time will be ™ o
spent in the prosecution of his literary labours. His faret
circulars to the various bodies entrusted with thé carrying out oF 4
system, teachers, trustees, inspectors and municipal councils,
about to be issued .—Globe.

/‘J‘

[N N N N VN

i

Tue EpucarioN OFrice.—We gather from the las number

the Ontario Gazette that Mr. Crooks has organized his De artl;
Dr. Hodgins is now ¢ The Dcputy Minister of Educd

(<)

vided for to an extent that I have not witnessed or read

.

and . Mr. Marling, * Secretary to the Education D partm®



1876.) JOURNAL OF

EDUCATION. 39

Both of these jappointments were to be expected ; but they are
e the less such as the gentlemen themselves and the Province
8ol ge may be congratulated on. Dr. Ryerson, too, though ab-
Ved from the regular labours and responsibilities of the De-
g:"tment, does not altogether withdraw his assistance, but finds
disal‘m-chair in the old Council Room, which has been placed at his
lo Posal, and his valuable advice and information will, we hope, be
Ng cheerfully tendered and gratefully received. An abrupt
Yerance of the ties which so long connected the worthy Chief Sup-
a tendent with the administration of the office would have been
Serious calamity.— Mail. .

2. ELORA SCHOOL CONVENTION.

A convention of teachers was held at Elora on Friday and Satur-
froy’ March 3rd and 4th. There were about 150 teachers present

d m a]] ({;arts of the county. On Friday evening addresses were
sz)l.li:}e,re in the drill shed by Hon. Adam Crooks and Prof. Goldwin

The following are the principal resolutions passed at the
Vention. In general, these resolutions were unanimously carried:
oved and seconded that, in the opinion of this convention,
thjnnty and City Boards of Examiners be not allowed to renew
d-clags certificates, or to grant permits or interim certificates
der any condition whatever, and that third-class certificates be
© Provincial for three years, also that an elementary knowledge
k-keeping and human physiology be required and that British

2 anadian History be substituted for general history. Carried.
B.+ Moved and seconded that, in the opinion of this meeting,
o Y, Natural History, Agricultural Chemistry, Domestic Eco-
t&;n s Civil Government, Book-keeping, and Christian Morals, as
"lrgg:i from a text-book, be made optional subjects. ‘Unanimously
nﬁ::i' Moved and seconded that, instead of having quarterly exami-
ﬁm(’ns as heretofore, we have two examinations during the year,

® not specified. Carried.
var . Moved and seconded that, in the opinion of this meeting, the
tﬁe“tmns of the Public Schools should be of the same length as
%e of the High Schools, and also at the same time. Carried.
chay, Moved and seconded that, in consideration of the frequent
the :8e8 which teachers are compelled to make in rural sections, and
Wou) S rerior class of houses which they generally have to occupy, it
th, ulg be a great advantage to married teachers, and tend to keep
.yem in the profession if such a change were made in the school
3T a3 would enable them to terminate their annual engagements
fit ' Summer holidays ; and that such a change would also bene-
m he Public Schools, since a teacher can gain control of a school
®1 more easily, when the attendance is small, a8 it invariably is
lehr the summer vacation ; also that large scholars, who attend
the%l during the winter season only would have the advantage of
thy, 8ame teacher during the whole session; and farther we hold,
t it would facilitate the attendance of teachers at the Normal
in J';‘ils’ and be more convenient for teachers who obtain certificates
y.

N

%The motion was not voted
the matter was postpon

upon by the meeting, and discussion
% h etf
tion, to be held in May.

until the next meeting of the As-

3. COLLECTION OF SUPERANNUATED TEACHERS'
MONEY.

t,he‘% the law makes Public School Inspectors responsible for
Collection and transmission of the Superannuated Teachers’,
Ny to the Education Department, they should take steps to
for ¢ 1t promptly placed in their hands by the local treasurers
thay M8 purpose. The 95th Section of the School Act declares

hog;‘del‘ this Section of the Act it is clear that every teacher
f‘*ud g a Public School certificate is required to pay into the
at least four dollars annually in half yearly sums. In
te.eei Words—so long as he holds a certificate, and whether he
iy 88 for a longer, or shorter period in the year—say a month,
fum;n onths, or the entire year—he becomes indebted to the
Ag“ least four dollars for that year, payable half yearly.

thy) _t’° the duty of the Inspector, the law prescribes that he

o Thus it is clear that it is the duty of the Imspector, at any
or't, 707 giving a cheque “to any qualified Teacher” (male
ﬁmel:;ale), to deduct from the money due the Section for the

uring which a male Teacher may have taughtin it, the

sum payable by that male Teacher who may have taught in the
section during the period for which the money is payable. It
matters not whether the male Teacher concerned was previous-
ly paid in full by the Trustees or not, the money must be de-
ducted by the Inspector.

The following examples may be given in illustration : —

1. In a section in which two (or more) male teachers are em-
ployed throughout the year, or only for part of a half-year,
the sum of two dollars should be deducted for each male teacher,
from the sum apportioned to the section for the half-year during
which such male teachers were employed, although the Trustees’
ordler may be made out in favour of their successors : male or fe-
male.

2. Ina section in which a female teacher is engaged during
either half.year, and is succecded by a male teacher in whose
favour the Trustees’ order, for such preceding half-year, is made
out in advance for his term, no deduction is to be made, as no
payment is due to the male teacher in that section, for the half-
year for which the apportionment is made; and consequently no
payment to the fund is due by such male teacher.

[n rural sections then, the rule to be observed is, to deduct the
amount due from the apportionment made to the section, only
when one or more male teachers were employed, and eredit it to
the male teacher or teachers employed during the half.year for
which the apportionment was actually made.

The municipal treasurer is, by the 102nd Section, required
to:—

‘“ Pay over to the order of the Inspector the amount of money . .
which, said Insrector has deducted, as required by law . or which is
due and payable by any male Teacher to the fund.”

In order to insure punctualify and regularity in collecting
and transmitting this superannuation money to the Department
the simplest and most satisfactory plan for the Inspector to
adopt is :—to make out at the end of each half year, a list of
the male Teachers under his jurisdiction, with the names of the
Sections or School Divisions In which they may have taught in,
whether or not such Teachers may have taught one, two, or
six months of such half year. The Inspector should then send
this list with his order to the municipal school treasurer for
the whole amount of superannuation money due by the Teach-
ers mentioned on that list. Should the Treasurer neglect or
refuse to comply promptly with the request or order of the In-
spector for this money, he should without delay take measures
to compel the Treasurer to comply with the provisions of the
law on the subject. ‘

As in cities, towns and villages the law makes it the duty of
the Inspector to sign all cheques payable to Teachers for salaries,
he has it in his power to ensure a prompt transmission,through
the local agency of the Bank of Cornmerce or Bank of Montreal,
of the superannuation money due and payable to the Depart-
ment at the end of each half year.

4. THE OTTAWA NORMAL SCHOOL.

SOME ACCOUNT OF THE WORK.

Canada should be proud of her educational institutions, for the
reason that teaching pupils is one branch of study, and teaching
teachers is another. The latter is an art which,.on the other side
of the Atlantic, almost appears to have been lost sight of. At least
so far as England is concerned, it is almost safe to say that such is
the case. The ‘‘ Training Schools ” of the Dominion of Canada, or
¢ Normal ” Schools, as they are more properly termed, are infinite-
ly superior in their curriculum to those in the old country. When
the Hon. Mr. McKellar selected Ottawa as a central position for a
Normal Scheol, he did well, for he could not have found a site
better suited for the purpose. Between the Provinces of Quebec
and Ontario, in medias res, if the term may be applied, its situation
could not have been better selected. The building has already
been described in the Times.

THE OBJECT OF THE SCHOOLS,

¢ The sole object of these Schools is to prepare students for the
profession of Teacher ; and to this end, students have, in addition
to the lectures, the advantage of practice in the Model School under
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the direct supervision of the Principal and Masters of the Normal
School, and the teachers of the various Divisions.”

In view of the above clause in the curriculum, a representative of
the Times last week paid a series of visits to the school, and he was
most kindly received by the Professors in the various branches of
study pursued there. He found the arrangements perfectly en regle,
the lecture rooms in perfect order, and the gentlemen who occupy
the chairs an fait in their work. Everything is conducted on a
business-like footing. Nine o’clock in the morning sees males and
females in their places in the class rooms, with the lessons prepared
and ready for the queries of the lecturer of the day. To the credit
of the fair sex be it said that as a rule they are (excuse a slang
term) ‘‘ better posted ”’ than those of the sterner sex. To trace the
whole course through would require an examination of the whole
of the branches of study laid down, and perhaps it might be as well
to give a brief synopsis of each of the professor’s lectures, always
bearing in mind that ¢ lecturing” on the subjects taught is the sys-
tem adopted, a monthly examination being held by the tutors in
each class.

EDUCATION.

The following is a brief synopsis of the principles laid down in
the professional lectures by Mr. MacCabe: .

First, it is important to start with a proper idea of what Educa-
tion really is. It involves the culture and development of the
various parts of our nature, physical, intellectual and moral. At
this stage is given a hint that the healthful development of any one
power involves the culture of the others. The cultivation of the in-
tellect is first specially referred to. This culture involves two ele-
ments—in forming and developing—the first a cause, the latter an
effect, and the more important. We must impart knowledge in such
a way that it will awaken thought, stir the mind to new ideas by
comparison and reasoning. We should aim to awaken a desire for
knowledge, and train to the best method of acquiring it. Educa-
tion is not to end with school life ; but rather to begin when the
child has left school, by his ability to acquire for himself.

Next comes the quostion how this all-important development is
to be obtained ? By exercise. We cannot educate by acting upon
the child or working for him—we must secure action on his part.

We come back to the means—the various branches of knowledge
taught in our schools. These branches must be taught in such a
way as to awaken interest, induce effort, give activity to the mental
powers and secure their development—the great end.

The different intellectual powers do not come into full activity
simultaneously. In the young child, the perspective powers are
first awakened, then memory, then reason. The educationist
should conform to this order. If the knowledge presented appeals
to & mental power not yet awakened, we shall fail to arrest the at-
tention. The pupil must be taught ideas rather than words.

The more we can get the pupil to do for himself, the greater will
be our success a8 teachers. He must be brought to the sources of
knowledge, and led to discover and arrange for himself. He must
be made to feel that knowledge is not confined to books—that it has
not even its source there. The book is but an artificial reservoir ;
the fountain, the source, lies outside in the field of nature.

These remarks point to the necessity of a proper method of teach-
ing, and introduce that part of the subject. Method invelves the
determination of the end in view, ard the establishment of an in-
telligent plan to secure that end. The two grand methods of pre-
senting knowledge are next referred to—analytical and synthetical.
The former leads from an examination of the particulars to infer
the general—from examples to principles ; the latter from general
principles to their application to various cases.

Young children, and those whose minds are but little developed,
require analytic teaching. If we begin with principles and rules,
they may commit these to memory without knowing anything of
their meaning. We present individual objects or examples, thus
appealing to a mental faculty already awakened ; the child thus
understands the subject, is interested in it, and gives his attention
to it.

Guided by the teacher he proceeds from one example to another,
fixing his mind on points of resemblance, gradually rising from in-
dividuals to classes ; from examples to prinéiples and rules.

All subjects should be taught on this plan to beginners ; and
after the mind has become more fully developed, and that the pupil
is able to trace from the particular to the general, and back again,
tex:ci books, in which knowledge is given in abstract form, may be
used.

The teacher is warned against the practice of lecturing, doing all
the work himself, against many other faults in questioning, &e.

Good teaching is next defined as a judicious combination of direct
statement, questions, ellipses, the teacher discriminating between
what he should tell the pupils, and what he should be able tq draw
from them without telling.’

In using text books, the matter contained there should be tl‘eat%d
a3 a text, not to preach a sermon from, but to illustrate and expad®

These are the general principles ; and the teachers go on to ap
ply these principles to the teaching of reading, spelling, gra®”
mar, arithmetic and geography, &c., &c. To freely appreciate
part of the course, the lecturer must be heard. We happened
be present at one sitting for the best method of teaching. L.

The subject of school organization is next taken up. This is 1%
tended to include registration, classification, distribution of tim®
and signals. These are dwelt upon in order. Then follows the
subject of school management, which is distributed under
general heads—feaching and governing. Teaching is supposed to i
clude assigning lessons, conducting recitations, supervision of des®”
work, and reviews. Governing is considered under the heads preg
ventives and punishments. Lastly is taken up a short sketch @
mental philosophy, the successful teacher requiring to know gome”
thing of the powers of the mind, &e. .

We have here given but a very imperfect sketch of this most 1%
portant department, but enough to show with what ability "
McCabe has organized the young institution committed to his Garei
and the system upon which the studies of the future teachers
the young are conducted.

THE SCIENTIFIC DEPARTMENT.

Under the department of sciences are included the following sab
jects : (1) chemical physics, (2) chemistry, (3) geology, (4) botans
(8) natural history, and (6) physiology and anatomy. This depsT,
ment is under the direction of Prof. Gibson, B.A., F.G.S., who ]e
very favourably known in Canada as an enthusiastic teacher of th 2
sciences, and an original investigator. His method of lecturiog Of
the above topics is somewhat similar to that employed by Fro"
Huxley in the Royal School of Mines, London, a plan of lectur
at once practical and efficient. The salient points in the lectl 2
are in the first place given to the students in the form of dictati®
—the whole forming a sort of skeleton or resumé of the lecture, 8%
taking up about twenty minutes in the hour. The remaining ¥
is occupied in expanding and illustrating the points dictated, N}];e
in oral examinations of the previous lecture. In the meantime b
Professor labours under considerable disadvantages from the !#
that he has as yet at his command but a meagre supply of chemd "
apparatus and specimens for illustration in geology and botany. ,B' i
this defect will shortly be remedied, seeing that the Ontario Le
ture have voted a very handsome sumifor the purpose of providing > -
such necessaries. The laboratory in connecrion with the sciencé
partment will, when furnished, be one of the most commodious
efficient in the Province, and is arranged with a view to finding
students of the first division an opportunity for practical work.
the botanical sub-department we observed a very fine herbarnt
containing about 2,000 species of the indigenous and natural
plants of Canada. This, we believe, is one 'of the largest collecti?:
of plants in the Dominion, and has now become the property ©
museum through the kindness of Prof. Gibson. As yet there +he
no geological, mineralogical or zoological collections ; but 1B B° -
course of two or three months a number of good sets of typical Cané.
dian specimens are forthcoming through the courtesy of Mr. A.
Selwyn, director of the Geological Survey, and Dr. Dawsom,
McGill College, Montreal.

MATHEMATICAL DEPARTMENT,

This department includes the subjects of arithmetic, algebra, ge”
metry, mensugation, trigonometry and mechanics, including statd
dynamics, hydrostatics and pneumatics. The manner of te
these branches differs considerably in the different divisions.’ned
subjects. In arithmetic the second division are thoroughly dr‘un;
on the principles of underlying all arithmetical operations : 16889
ate assigned in the authorized text-book, for the actual preIN""”'t'l 0
of which the students are held responsible. At each recitation; .,
statements of the text-book are enlarged upon, thoroughly expP ’;r
ed and largely supplemented, special attention being paid to #
thing of practical importance. Little attention is paid to rule, o)l
pupils being trained in analysis, and in the method of performing
questions of proportion, &c., by analysis. In the first divisiol
students are supposed to be familiar with everything in the y
books, and lectures are given on the theory of interest, exc ang?
on commercial law, on money and its substitutes, on stocks, 3%
matters of importance in business life, as well as on the the"r{ii,-
numbers ; difficult questions from all sources age taken up and 0~
cussed before the class, and no pains are spared to make the‘;y.
fienh’g; perfectly conversant with any question which is likely to
in life.

_Instruction in mensuration is given entirely by lectures, the ﬁ{g
division applying the elements of trigonometry to solve t"’.’-nng‘
and other tigures, The second division, who do not take ®

al!
the ~




1876

JOURNAL OF EDUCATION.

41

m.eh’Y, are instructed in the methods of solution not requiring that
it hce. Exercises are wrought out before the class, and in this, as
Other branches, questions to be solved at home by the students

& constant concomitant of class instruction.—Ottawa Times.

— 1L Rapers on Qw?tiwl Cdncation,

PANA i A A

1. THE STUDY OF GEOGRAPHY.

!igThe Right Hon. Mr. Forster, in his address upon the Colonies, in-
that every schoolboy in Britain and her dependencies should
Wwhat the British Empire consists of, for any one impressed
ttug a proper idea of its greatness would wish to preserve it. The
o, Y of geography is now held by scientists to supply one of the
a.:t attractive fields for genius. A new system of acquiring facts
the Come into use. In the eighteenth century, and the first half of
leupl‘esent one, though maritime discovery was prosecuted more or
of

. e?rn

rdently by great States employing adequate means, the work

& ®Xploring the interior of unknown countries was usually left to in-
co“ Uals, who spent whole sections of their lives in exploring
tr:::tl’les or provinces which had, for any reason or no reason, at-
tig ed them. Sometimes a savant, sometimes a missionary, some-
. ® & man brimming over with the desire of adventure, the trav-
ther entered the unknown counfry, wandered in its villages, became
Oroughly familiar with its people, and either perished obscurely
eemerged laden with his additions to human knowledge. Thus
8o (o0F our knowledge of Central Africa and the interior of China,
8r as they are known at all. The new plan is to send out a
Safmpletely equipped expedition, with a sufficient force to ensure
Dla;ty and apparatus to secure scientific accuracy. Tt is the better

tol(;lvestigations founded upon geographical data are now going on
vo_ttermine how climatic influences have acted upon animal and
“Betable life. Scientific deductions are worked out by men who
St:e Never gathered any rough facts for themselves. Richard
achey, in his address to the Geographical Section of the British
the Clatian, on ‘ The Place of Geography in Physical Science,”
re Wed his appreciasion of the work of the traveller in his closing
Warks, He said :
on tht 18 the task of the geographer to bring together from all places
e ¢ earth’s surface the mateérials from which shall be deduced the
b 00111:3 ¢ conception of nature. Geography supplies the rough
Dleg; wherewith to build up that grand structure towards the com-
Ry O of which science is striving. The traveller, who is the jour-
tio{,ma'n of science, collects from all quarters of the earth observa-
prov: Of fact, to be submitted to the research of the student, and to
Vide the necessary means of verifying the inductions obtained by
are Y, or the hypotheses suggested by it. 1f, therefore, travellers
laboto fulfil the duties put upon them by the division of scientific
of LUr, they must maintain their knowledge of the several branches
preiclence at such a standard as will enable them thoroughly to ap-
%s:nd what are the present requirements of science, and the
to 5.8 of facts on which fresh observation must be brought to bear
ure its advance. Nor does this involve any impracticable
p;:i‘ﬁ of study. Such knowledge as fit will a traveller for usefully
reaehmpatmg in the progress of science is now placed within the
hiey of everyone. The lustre of that energy and self-devotion
21 characterize the better class of explorers will not be dimmed,
i IRing to these qualities an amount of scientific training which
& ienable them to bring away from distant regions enlarged con-
g;.eato,ns of other matters besides mere distance and direction. How
doy,. .8 the value td science of the observations of travellers en-
With a ghare of such instruction is testified by the labours of
Apng &ll‘“ng naturalists. In our days this is especially true ; and I
i to all who desire to promote the progress of geographical
"hil:: a8 explorers, to prepare themselves for doing so efficiently,
ongy, hey Yet possess the vigour and physical powers that 8o much

@ o success in their pursuits.”—London Advertiser.

2. TEACH SEWING IN PUBLIC S8CHOOLS.

Mg 18 Statad that Massachusetts will hereafter require that, so far
Thia is cable, the girls in her public schools shall be taught sewing.

hina good move in a good direction. In these days of sewing-
"otuane.s and high-pressure ¢‘ book learning,” the art of the needle-
thilfy - too generally neglected. All girls should be taught the
h°°d U186 of the needle. To one it may mean resource for liveli-
toygy Yo another an added grace of womanhood. Though a lady
‘R(’“Roe keys like Arabella Goodard, or handle the brush like
Iy 411, ®Onheur, or wield the magic pen of George Eliot herself, she
ore the artist if able to sew on buttons and darn stockings ;
nd seam, hem and fell, gather and bind, tuck and ruffle,

In
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pleat and goffer—the veriest flesh-and-blood sewing-machine. We
quote from ‘‘The Marble Farm ” a paragraph or two, in which
Hawthorn has his good word to say of needlework.

¢ There is something extremely pleasant and even touching—at
least of very sweet, soft, and winning effect—in this peculiarity
of needle-work, distinguishing women from men. Our own sex is
incapable of any such by-play aside from the main business of life ;
but women—be they of what earthly rank they may, however gifted
with intellect or genius, or endowed with awful beauty—have always
some litttle handiwork ready to fill the tiny gap of every vacant
moment. A needle is familiar to the fingers of them all. A queen,
no doubt, plies it on occasion ; the woman poet uses it as adroitly
a8 her pen ; the woman’s eye that has discovered a new star turns
from its glory to send the polished little instrument gleaming along
the hem of her kerchief, or to darn a casual frayin her dress. And
they have greatly the advantage of us in this respect. The slender
thread of silk or cotton keeps them united with the small, familiar,
gentle interests of life, the continually operative influences of which
do so much for the health of the character, and carry off what
would otherwise be a dangerous accumulation of morbid sensi-
bility. A vast deal of human sympathy runs along this elec-
tric line, stretching from the throne to the wicker chair of the hum-
blest sempstress, and keeping high and low species of communion
with their kindred being. Methinks it is a token of healthy and
gentle characteristics when women of high thoughts and accomplish-
ments love to sew ; especially as they are never more at home with
their hearts than when so occupied. And when the work falls in a
woman’s lap, of its own accord, and the needle involuntarily ceases
to fly, it is a sign of trouble, yuite as trustworthy as the throb of
the heart itself.”— Pennsylvania School Journal,

3. TOO MANY TEXT-BOOKS IN OUR SCHOOLS.

One of the greatest drawbacks on the progress of education in
this state, is its multiplicity of diluted text-books. In order togain
a modicum of knowledge of each of the common branches, pupils
are expected to wade through the superficial contents of series com-
prising from three to eight books, of which eakh succeeding one is,
for the most part, but a rehash of its predecessors. And as a
natural consequence of all this, many of our pupils never find time
to finish the most meager common school course. For to complete
such a course, according to grade, in many of our city and other
schools, would require from seven to thirteen years, and I have ex-
amined one grade which, if closely followed, would require eighteen
years ! And such a graduated course of study is a fraud on any
community. For it not only puts parents to an unnecessary ex-
pense, but, at the same time, cheats their children out of their
most precious time, and thus deprives them of all opportunities for
acquiring any knowledge of even the elements of the higher
branches. No series comprising more than two books relating to
the same branch of study, except in the case of reading, in which
it might consist of three, should be used in our publicschools. And,
indeed this is all thatis necessary. For each branch of study natu-
rally divides itself into two parts, one of which is inductive and the
other deductive. And its text-books should correspond in character
and number. In the first part, there is an inductive rising from the
contemplation of the facts and phenomena peculiar to any branch
of science, to an apprehension of its principles and laws ; and in the
second, there is a deduction from these principles and the laws
of such rules and results as serve the purposes of practical life. For
each of these parts there should be an appropriate text-book, which
should be comparatively small, but logically arranged. And if all
our public schools were supplied*with such text-books, not only
would our pupils obtain a far more thorough knowledge of the com-
mon school branches, but three-fourths of the time now spent in
its acquisition would thus be saved. And while this would render
it possible for every child to complete the ordinary common school
course, it would leave ample time and opportunity for those who
could remain longer at school, to study the rudiments of the natural
sciences and make some progress in intellectual and moral culture,
— Depu