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RATIFICATICN Cr CANADA-UNITED STATES
AGREEMENT CONCERNING GUT DAM CTAIMS

: The Secretary cf State for External Affairs, the Hon, Paul Martin,
announced today that Mr, A, Z, Ritchie, the Canadian Ambascador to the United States
of America and Mr. Dean Rusk, the Secretary of State of the United States of America,
today exchanged Instruments ~f Ratification, thereby bringing into force the
Agreement between the Government of Canada and the Government of the United States of
America concerning the establishment of an International Arbitral Tribunal to dispose
of U.S, claims relating to Gut Dam which was signed cn March 25, 1965,

In line with provisions ccatainsd in the Agreement, the Goverrmants of
Canada and the United States have today appointzad jeintly Dr, Lambertus Erades, Vice-
President of the Rotterdam District Ccurt, The Netherlands, to preside over the
three-man Tribunal as Chairman. Also Cznada has appninted the Hon. Daniel Roach, a
recently retired judge of the Court ~f Appeal of Ontarin, &s the Canadian national
member and the United States Governmant nss appcinted Professor Alwyn Freeman of Joh
Hovkins University as its national member,

These claims arose in 1951 and 1952, At that timc there were unusually
high water levels on Jake Cntario, Recidente cf the United States cwning real estate
on the south shore of Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrcnce complained that these high
water levels resulted in damage to their prcperties arnd were attr-ibutable in whole cr
in part to the construction by tlie Government of Canada of a navigation improvement in
the international section of the river kncwa as *“Gut Dam',

The construvctican of Gut Dam was carcied out at the beginning of the
century in pursuance to arrangements enbered into hetween the Canadian and United
States Governments of the day. Gut Dam iteelf was removed in 1953 as part of the
St. Lawrence Seaway construction progzramme.

Over the years inter-goveramental negotiations have been in progress
with the United States cn an intermittent basis with a view to finding a fair solution,
The bringing into force of this Agreement todiy represents the successful results cf
these negotiations, Under the terms of this Agreemeat the United States claimants
will be afforded the opportunity to have their ciaims heard and disposed of on their
rerits. Any award made by the Tribunal will be finzl and binding on both Governments,
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az Tribueal hesdquarters is being estzblished in Ottawa but it is
anticipated trat™the 'Tribunal will hold sittinzs in Washingtcn,  The first meeting of
the Tribunal will take place early in the uew year, the intervening period being taken
up with''the compietion of preparatory procedures necessary to put the Tribunal in a
position to commence its fuuncticns. L IR “e
The Tribunal staff .will be headed by Charles V. Cole, the Canadian
Joint Secretarysand by Arnold E. Ogren, the U.S. Joint Secretary, The represenbative
of the Government of Canaca before the Tribunal will be H. Courtney Kingstone, Deputy
Head of Legal D1v1s*on, Lepa*bwgnf oP Erte”nal Affaire, and ‘the representative of the
Unlted States befcre the Tribuna 1% be E?*eSU L. Yerler, As sistant Legal Adviscr,
State Departméent, Washingtan. S A

. Thbre arp‘also on’ reco*d ‘complaints conce“nlng ‘damage allegedly attri~
outablw to Gut Dam from r°s1dertc cf Canada thdlng real estatz on the north-shore of
Lake Oatario., Claims by Canadians against the Capadian Government will not te con-
sidered by the International Tribunal, However, if the findings of the Trlbunal make
it desira b¢e 'to ds so the Canadiad’ Government will at” that stage ﬂonSLder the
estab'*~nment of';p czq-“g"ccauurpo for Canaaian claims. = '

o U 'Provicing f3r thé pissibility that the decisions of the Tribunal may
indicate that the United Siatss Govéramest has at ieast a partial -legal responsibiliity
in cernection with the construction of Gut Dam, when signing the Agreement on Earch 25,
1565, 1n 0% tara ir. Kartin ccquempo?aneosslv delivered to the United States
“1n5’SJJOL ‘a a;pLomatl- note cﬁ'tth'matter‘ The nots stated that the Government of
Canada reserves its right tc espouse claims of Ganadian "iui"ens against the United
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