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RATIFICATION OF CANADA-U 'N ITED STATES
AGREEMENT COIÿ,ERNING GUT DAM C ;,AIMS

The Secretary cf State for External Affairs, the Hon , Paul Martin,
announced today that Mro A . E, Ritc.1hie, the Canadian A-nbassador to the United States
of America and Mr . Dean Rusk, the ~ecretary of State of the United States of America,
today exchanged Instruments of Ratificat=on, thereby bringing into force the
Agreement between the Government of Canada and the Government of the United States of
America concerning the establishment of an International Arbitral Tribunal to dispose
of U.S . claims relating to Gut Dam which was signed cn March 25, 1965 .

In line with provisions ccatained in the Agreement, the Goverrr ents of
Canada and the United States have today appointed jointly Dr, Lamciertus Erades, Vice-
President of the Rotterdam District Ccurt, The rTether ;an3s ; to preside over the
three-man Tribunal as Chair:~an. Also Canada has appointed the Hon . Daniel Roach, a
recently retired judge of the Court if ApF,e21 of Cr.tarioj as the Canadian national
member and the United States Gove : r?er.t has appointed Pr ofessor Alwyn Freeman of John
Hopkins University as its national member .

These claims arose in 1951 and 1952, At that timc there were unusually
high water levels on Lake Ontario, Residents cf the United States orrning real estate
on the south shore of Lake Ontario and tho St__ IK.wrerice complained that these high
water levels resulted in damage to their prcFerties and were attributable in whole cr
in part to the construction by the Govern_mant of Canada of a navigation improvement in
the international section of the river kncan as -Gut Dam'-' „

The construction of Gut Dam :~a., car r'.ed out, at the beginning of the
century in pursuance to arrangements entered into between the Canadian and United
States Governments of the àay, Gut Da:. itself wa:; remo:ed in 1953 as part of the
St . Lawrence Seaway construction pro3ra-Yne ,

Over the years inter .govern .-r.ental negotiations have been in progress
with the United States cn an intermittent basin with a view to finding a fair solution .
The bringing into force of this Agreement today represents the successful results of
these negotiations . Under the te ::as of this Agreement the United States claimants
will be afforded the opportunity to have their c ;aims heard and disposed of on their
merits . Any award made by the Tribunal will be fin:ï and binding on both Governments .
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The Trib+-ma.t headquarters is being E,oteDllshaQ in Ottawa but it is
_ .._ . . .. . . . ..,

anti:c?-Fate ' t:_at- the 'Tribunal jTill' hoy_d s_ IAi171gs in ~Jashingtcn; ` The 'first iteetirrg `af
the, Tribunal will take place early in the ne-r, year, the intervening period being taï.an
up -Writh'the completion of r' eparatory procedures necessary to put the - Tribunal in a
position to cor-^ence its fz2am ticns

The Tribunal-staff-will-be headed by Charles . Ve Cole, the Canadian
Joint Secretary,and by Arnold E . Ogren, the U,S, Joint Secretary ., The represertative
of the Government of Canada before the ;ribunaÂ c•r-yl.l be H , Courtney Kingstone, Tep~~ty
Head ,of Legal ,Divisi on, Legart^~ént of Ex_té*~ial .Àffairs; and 'the representative of the
United States bef,:ra the Trio-_-^al will bë est' L~ 'Yerley, Assistant =ega1 Advisor,
Stato Depar traerts j~as::ingt :.,,r. .:

Thare 'are also ori record Lcimc?â.~:nts concernirig'dar~age allegedly attri-
butablG tô Gut Da:~~ Fr on, resïc~er.ts 'cf Canada hclaing real estate on the north shore of
Lake Cnts:ri.oo Cle~i.misby Câ-i_n :, .rtns against'thè'Canadian Go:,ernment will not be con-
sidered by the International Tribunal, However, if the findings of the Tribunal make. ;,. _, . .

~~ ~. 'ar `b_~e to d~ -~s the CGnâ :>3ac°GoYern~e :~t at'that stage c ôit d nsider the. .
estab' .,timent of'•:Fec?.a' a_~ccé.dures for C2r.aaian c1ai;

Tribunal f:ird' thntj the U,itéd ~tates Go,er-mment is in some m--~asure legally liable t o

Pro.~:icting foi} the p' s .,ibili ty that the decisions of- the Tribunal may
ir_clicat P "that the United S tz ces Go.er;lr:m:t has ' at least a parti al ~ legal responsibil? :,y
i n c cmecticn ~,i th the construction 6f Gut Dar., w: en' signing the Agreement on i.arch 25,
1965 ; in :Ottai:a l;r - ' Martin ccnter.m•araneo bs?;; âe1_ Téred to'the United 'State s
A~oassa? cr .a ci:plo:;.ati ,_- noté c n this 'natter , The nota stated that the Govern.-~ent' of
Canada r2ser ves i t ;; .'? ^Ttt tc 3s 1"So1.Se c'a3.ifLi of ~ia t33d;. ian ~ ù ._' ~:.ens against the~ United.b
" ;- atea Coczrn~e:~t relating to 3~.~âge al egedl;,T â} Lritutabls to Gat Dam should the

d S d~ ~ tvS l + ^c ^ ~ . .~2 : . .~t s iC' _ di;
, w

r. û: caused by Gut Dar. or should any
:.lard by the Trib~'~n_:2 ^ro:*ic.c, son-, oti,,:r bns is which would warrant in the opinion of

L :7L-' GOveY'n.41ent of, Canada su: :i1 a t,, ours- Of ,--- t' on beinQ fJ'lr;~ed .- - o - _


