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Stultim est amittereradices yuas habemus, ut acquiras
mus novas. TueorrrAsTUS apud Priv.

1t is folly to lop off old roots in order to acquire new ones.

~———They have the power; and laws, you know, are
intended to guard against what men may do, vot to trust
to what they il do.
v Junius, o Sir Wallian Blackstone.

The practice of the junto of Unionists to transmit to all thie
papers in their ioterest, at one and the same time, copics of
the same essay for pubhcation, siuch as we formerly had as Old
Loyalists, Umonsts, Britanmicr, &c. and latterly Plain Men,
&ec, has broughtto my recollection a ludicrous story of an E-
gyptian magician and his compaoton. The magician persueded
his friend to leave all hisservants at Memphis, telling him they
should not be at a loss fov attendants. When they cameto any
inu, Panerates, the magician, took a log of woud, and setting it
upright, repeated a magical verse, upog which it walked about
and appeared like aslave, This slave, upon beng ordered,
went about, prepared the supper, Jaid the cloth, and waited at
table, and when therc was no further occasion for his services,
was turned into a wooden [og againg by some other magical
verse. Pagcrates refused to impart the secretto his friend,
but the latter haviog hid himsell one day in a8 dark corner, he
caught the first verse which consisted of three syllables ; and on
the next day, in the absence of the magician, he took up a log,
aad repeating the mystic syllables, ordered it to fetch some
water: when it had brought a full jar, he cried, “atop, draw o
more water, but become a log again.” It was i vain, howev-
er, he reiterated his command “as you were.” The perverse
log coptinued his employment till the house was full of water.~—
Not able to endure this ebstinacy, he, in a pasnion, took up
an axe, aod with two or three blows, split the walkir g log iute
five or six pieccs. But he was now werse off than ever, for the
polypus phantom turned into ss many water-carriers- as there
ware pieces, who rao about drawing five times as much water
as hefore. Nor was it till Pancrates returned. apd chavged
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thiem back into wood that he was relieved from the embarrass
ment of lus multiphied servsnts. So no sooner do you lay
down one paper, tired with the effusions of ope log, thau, pop,
up starts the same log iu apother paper, and apother, aud anoth-
er, till you send them allto the devil na pet. L. L. M.

It appears that the lord licutenant of Ireland has lately cash-
fered anarmy of nearly two hundred unserviceable justices of
the peace, amongst whom are knights, gcnerals, barovets, rever-
ends, &c, &c. Query : would sota similar reduction of the
establishmeut be an advantage to Lower Canada?

Mr. Baldwin’s speech iv the House of Assembly of Upper
Caoada, on the subject of the projected union, takes so just a
view of the origin of that odious measure, the character, feelings,
and 1aterests of the Lower Canadians counected with it; the
ivefficiency of the plan, and the direful consequences to be ap-
prehended from it, thata fuithful abstract of those parts of it
more immediately interesting to Lower Canada,is worthy of
Tecord and preservation.

He need vot inform the house, he said, that a commercial
faction 1n Lower Cavads, long at work, had at lepgth so far
matured theit objects, as to persuade His Majesty’s govern-
ment that it was expedient to repeal the act 31 Geo, IIl, that
coustitutional act, whteh was the safeguard, the best and ouly
mopument of cur rights and libetties; they had even the ef-
frontery to assure the government that the peple of the province
desired the change ; ao sssertioo that every farmer m the coun-
try hpew to be false.  The projectors and favourers of the
measure, urged the great iuconvenience suffered by Upper Can
ada in 1ts finances; they exclaimed agamst the prejudices of
the French Canadians, as beiog ofa different ongin, with dif-
ferent laws, language, and religion. Whthout any necessity for
chaoge, some speculative objeets of imaginary advantage were
offered in excha: ge for our constitution  He hen pad a just
tribute of applause to thetalents, and foresight, of the statesmeu
uoder whose auspices that constitution was framed, Mr. Pitt,
and Mr. Fox; and deprecated the exchange of a real for au
Weal good. There were no doubt, occasional differences be-
tween these provinces but these differences could not be attri-
buted to the coustitution, which was faultless;* and these he

* Inthis Mr. B went too far; Q E. D.for to constilutions
as well us 2o lterary compositions may Pope’s distch be prop-
erly apphed

“Whoever thanks a faullless piece to see,
Thnks what néer was, nor is, nor éer mill be.”

v
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attributed to the want of proper attention on the part of both..
governments 1 superiatendng the revenues of the provinces:
he was convinced those differences might and coutd be settled
and amicably airanged in» a much more satisfactory manner
thao by the preseot measure. Our commercial and-financial
relutions with Lower Caoada, might very easily be regulated
without depriviog us or them of the copstitutton. It was
sard that the anti commetcial'spirit of Lower Cauada was inju-
Tious to Upper Csuada . he could-not perceive the injury. If
tne Lower Canadiaus were apti-commercial, it would rather af-
f: ct themselves, while it Jeft a wider field for others ; and the
fact was that the Enghsh settlers or merchants of Lower Cana-
ada had amassed immense fortunes, whilst the Caoadiaps re-
mawed content and happy with more moderate things.- But
those geutlemen, the commercial faction, jealous that the Cona-
dan gentry, respected by the people, and every day more and
miore approackwng to the unportance and weight of the English
landed mterest, should retain their influence in the councils of
that province, have coatrived this project in order to grasp this
influeuce to themselves® as more consoling to their pride,
and, as they imagine, more commensurate with their wealth;
and thus briog raio on the country. This, in his micd, was
the eole motive which ifluenced the projectois of this great,
unpatural and calamitous change, which was about to befal
these provinces; A CHANGE MOST FATAL TO OUR CONNECTION
WITH OUR PARENT-8TATE. Was it, hie would ask, an anti-
commerctal spint that led to the revolt of the late colonies,
now the United States? No, it was a high-wrought commercial
ambilion, the very thing these wnovators would recommend :
not that he meant to charge them with this view or intention,
but that it shewed the blindness and madness of the project, and
e was sure, 1f it were carried into effect, wonld sooner or later,
and perhaps at no distant period, LEAD TO A SIMILAR UNBAPPY
RESULT. National prejudices were also brought in accusation
agawst the Lower Canadians. To speak of national prejudi-
ces with contempt, argued a want of humanity, aad, in a states-
man, 8 want of wisdom. Every country had its prejudices.—

* It smght have been added oo that they grasp at the prop-
erty, the lands, and inheritances of the old Canadans ; for this
they want a regstry bill, that they may pry wito family and
hereditary itles, that they may select the fairest spots as doom-
ed to change masters, fetter the proprictors by wnsidious loans
on mortgage, and add acre to acre, farm to farm, and estate to
estate, il there shall be no tiers etat, nor no noblesse, dut only
an ohgarchical parcel of upstart traders in possession of the
Jair lands. and fiefs, and seignories of the original colonists
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Proud England herselfl had her prejudices ; there was no na.
tion without them.* Those of Lower Canada were iunocent.
However straugers might affect to ridicule the prejudices of
countries not their own, their prejudices were the very essence
of the people’s happiness, and ought to be respected. Were
they to be angry with the Lower Cavadians because they spok e
French—the elegant and fashiouable language of Kurope ?
Were they to be angry with the Lower Canadians for the dif-
ference of their manners, laws, and religion? If wisely coosid-
ered, al these differences but added to the sure foundation and
loog continuance of the British empire over the whole. The
Lower Canadians were a people quite disticct from the people
of the United States,+ Within the last two or three yeurs, be-
tween twenty and thirty thousand British emigrants came into
Lower Canada, cne half of whom went over into the Uuited
States, pever to return; whilst he believed, that sipce the cop-
quest of the Lower provioce, not tep families had removed
from that province; on the contrary, they have ever remained
faithful to their king, and attached to their copstitution. Uk.
der the old state of things they defended the country, as gallant
aud horourable men; when providence prospered the British
arms, they yielded to the pecessity, aod have ever since shewn
theinselves capable of eqnal fidelity to their new sovereign.—
‘I'hat sovereigu, like a British kiog, the kiug of a brave and
free people, gave to bis Cavadian subjects a British constitution.
And vow, when this change of condition was silently effectinga
chavge in their character, when it was about to change the
Freochmano inlo the Englishman, or rather the Frenchman iote
the Canadian, (for there mightbe, aud there was, a Canadian
character distinct from the French, and though not English,
properly reconcileable to, and perfectly consistent mith, En-
glish feelings, English connection, and the English constitu-
tion ; Juow when the constitution was bringing about this change,

*And is there any nation (for they oo are a nation as well
as the Canadians) that have stronger, more singular, more
barbaric, and yet more rooted, national prejudices, manners,
and habits, than the Scotch, who are absolutely the Marseillois
in the hideous revolution their plots had prepared for Canada ?

L. L. M.

41t is that dissimilarity, the strong and marked distinction
between the trwo races, that it ought to be an object with the po-
litical rulers of the British empire to keep up, foster, and in-
vigorate, rather than destroy and dissipale ; as forming a
strong, and indeed insuperable barrier, against which the most
stupendous waves of American ambition and lust of extended
territory, must break and be driven back, L.L .M.
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a faction steps in, takes the alarm,* and would deprive them of
their rights, and break the public faith, merely to gratify pri-
vate ambition. ’

(To be continued.)

POST-OFFICE-DEPARTMENT.

(Sulyect continued from last No.)

To order to enquire into the right which the General-post-of-
fice in Loidon assime to derive a revenue from the post-offi-
ces in the Britich colonies, we must look at the acts under
which the revenue is collected. ‘The act 9 Aon. Cap. 10 is
the gronndwork, and the additional acts on the subject, down
to the period when the Quebec act was passed, of which the
principal a1e 3 Geo. 1.c 7. which makes it perpetnal sud
part of the general fund, and 4 Geo. I1L. c. 34, which enacts
various r-gulations to preveut frauds and abuses, form the su-
perstructure.  T'he first thing that strikes the attention is in the
preamble of the act of Ann, where it is avowed to be a reven-
ue-act, one for raising a tax upon Her Majesty’s subjects, “with
little burthen to them” “to enable Her Majesty to carry ou and
finish the present war ;” and, having subsequently been made per-
petual,thesurplus-revenue derived from the postsoffice,after pay-
ivg “the pecessary charges of managing the said post-office, and
the duties thereol,” has always been appropriated to the geuer-
al public service of the country. 1t being therefore, not virtu-
ally, but avowedly, a tax, or in the words of the act, a duty,
collected from the ichabitants of the colenies, aud certainly not
ope that can come under the denomination of ‘‘regulations or
provisions, or for imposing, levying, or collecting duties for
the regulatios of navigation, or for the regulation of com-
merce,” which are the only revenue-acts that, according to sect.
46 of the constitutional act. the provincial parliament have “no
power to vary or repeal,” itis, inmy opioion, competent for
the provincial parliament to enact laws restraining, regulating,
varyiog, and even repealing, with respect to this country, such
parts of it as may be injurious, or inapplicable. Aund I take
this to be the conclusive construction on this subject both of
the Quebec and the cobstitutional acts, without reference even
to the declaratory act of the British parliament, by which they
renotinced for ever all right of imposing avy internal tax upon
any colony that had a legislature, and by which declaratory
act all antecedent ones that had that effect, were tacitly repeal-
ed as regarded the colonies : which forms therefore of itself also

*Thatis the Scotch faction are alarmed at the Canadians
becoming too English in their feelings, and sentiments ; feelings
and sentimenls which are diametrically opposite to the despotic
and slavish notions which they pussess, L.T.M.
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of a sufficicnt ground for considering a duty raised by means ot
postage as onc inconsistent with that pledge ; for if the mother-
country divested herself of the right of collecting the duties Jaid
on uuder former acts, as well as of imposing new ones, she has
equally divested Dierself of the right ot leyying any old internal
duty, under whatever pame; and I even contend that under
the spirzt of the act, by which also, “all duties that are or may
be imposed for the regulation of trade shall be applied to the
use of the colonies alene,” all the sums of money that have been
remitted fiom this country to the post-office in London, ought
to be claimed back from the exchequer, in order to be appro-
riated for the use of the colonies. £fthis reasoning be correct,
it would follow that the post-office acts, bemg revenue-acts,
have no force 1 this country, and in fact that is my opiuion ;
notwithstandiog all laws wmade in England, prior to the Quebec
act,which specify that-their operation shall extend to the colo-
mes, (as the post-office acts do,) are said to be biding heie ;
this certamly holds good with respect to others {such as that of
14 Geo. 1f Cap. 37, by which baoking companies in the colo-
nics are declared to be common and public uisances,) hut not
with regard to any 1evenue-acts, which me of course taken out
of that tule by the declaratory act before, mentioned Now
-let us consider what consequences may be let in, if these acts
are to be considered as operative here for raisiog a revenue.—
The ongmal act of Ano fixesall the rates of postage to be paid,
& these have been augmented from time to time, partly from the
increased expenses of the department, but chiefly,for raising an
augmented revenue ; so that the packet postage which by that
act was one shilling, 18 now four shillngs and sixpence : what is
to prevent the postege from being increased, even internally 3o
these provinces, to a vate that will drain double or treble the
sum fiom the country which it now does ? The present rates of
postage offord, 1 beleve, an annual surplus of nearly ten thou-
satd pounds Sterhing, weluding all the British North American
possessions ; wheie 1s the guarantee, or the power, to restrain it
from being made (o yield thirty thousaud pounds, or more, at
the will of the goveroment at home? Surely this ought to be
enquired into, and remedied. The money of the colonists is
thus taken from them, and applied, amongst: other things wilh
which they haveno concern, to the payment of sine-cure sala-
ries and penwions at home, which are made chargeable upon
that fund - ought got the surplus of 510,000, or whatever it
may be, to go in aid of the civil lists of the colopies, instead of
going to swell the power and patronage of the mivistry in Eog-
Jand® 1 set aside the question of the expenditure of that sur-
plus io making improvements in the post-office establishmeant,
py better provision of horses, carriages, offices, aod other ob-
jects of local imporiance for the “encouragement of trade, com-
merce. avd correspondence ;¥ which it might naturally be ex-
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pected ought to be the first object to whch such surplus might
be expected to be applied, because it can not be Jooked for
that, where there exists no mterest or connection between the
taxer and the taxXee, (that is, between the General post-oilice in
London, and the public in Canada,) there should be any other
view on the part of the taxer, than to make the tax as produc-
Uve as possible, without 1eference to the copvenience, or ac-
commodation of the persons who pay 1t. The Geveial post-of-
fice department iu London is conducted en the most liberal
scale, and all the regulations with1egard to the internal coonvey-
ance of the mails in England, are admirably adapted for ex-
pedition apd the accommodation of the public : but they can
sot see ucross the Atlantic, they are not here, to Judge of the
mode o which the plap upon which the post-office on this side
is conducted, operates. This matter has before been an ob-

Ject of public animadversios ; in Feb. 1819, amengst other ob-
servations that apppeared in a Montreal paper; it was remark-
ed, that, “ifthe sums ansicg from the post-office, which bave
been sent to Baitain for the last twenty years, had heen, gs they
ought to have been, expended in these provioces, complaints of
impassable roads, and continual delays, and vexations attending
the receipt of letters, and more particularly of newspagers,
would not be reaching us from all quarters. When sometimes
these irregularities have been complained of, the only reply
vouchsafed by the post-office has been, “point out where the -
vil hes and it shall be remedied.” With due submission, we

would humbly suggest, that 1t was the duty of the post-maste:

to institute such investgation. 1f the parties aggrieved could
of themselves ascertain the felonious acts so coatiqually prac.
ticed by breaking open sealed patkets containing newspapers

&e. they could have recourse to a prosecution at common Jaw,’
without any sppeal to the postmaster. It is precisely be-
cause they are not able to penetrate this labyrinth of mystery,
that they implore the aid of a public servant for a clue to dis-
caver tle niquity.” ‘To apply to Mr. Sutherland to discover
the imquity, however, would be like applying to the butcher to
know who Killed the calf; for, in my case, it has been nnder bis
saoction, by his directions, and under his orders, that the iniqui-
ty hes beer committed. But here the igefficacy or inapplica-
<y of the acts relative to the post-office, as well as their partial
operation, will most strongly appear. Being made to extend

to His Majesty’s plantations and celonies, they enact that
the penallies to be incuried by those of the public who
infringe upon the privileges granted to the post-office, shall be
Tecoverable “in any of His Majesty’s courts of re-
cord,”* whilst the penalty of <20, which is imposed

uponany person in the service of the post-office for opening

* 4 sublle lawyer might indeed argue thet as Sect. 19 of

i w‘r“‘ff.:' P 290 [ e S e
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detaimng, o1 defaying, any leiter, &c. is alone recoverable in
the comts at Westmiigster or  Edmburgh  consequently such
persons who liespass agaist the epactments that ate 1 favour
of the post-office, are pumshable in tns countiy, and these who
trespass agraost the rights ot the public, aze not so by statute,
although 1 cannot but believe they would be pupishable by
commou law. .

With respect to the remedial suggestions. there appeario
me {o be three modes which the provincial legislature might a-
dopt. .

g. To pass an act to repeal, with regard to this psovinee, (a
power which the cooshitution gives them) such parts of the
post-office acts of the British Parliament, as velate to the colo-
pies; uad to establish their own post-office, modelled upon the
regulations of the other, as far as they nray be applicable to the
couplry, fixing their own rates of postage, appropriating the
revenue to be derived from it, snd enacting that all newspapers
shall go free.

2. To establish a concucrent provincial post-office;* and re-
gulations for the more quick, as well as more economucal, con-
veyance of letters, so that the preference would be given to the
provuictal post, above the general post, a reveoue raised, and
by degrees the general post worked out of the country by
means of competilion.

3d. T'o peiitien the Imperial parliament to repeal and alier

the acts aelative to the post-office, in all casesn wiich they do

oot smt the circumstances of the country, and particularly ss to

the application of the smplus-revenue derived from these pro-
vinces, and the frece conveyance of papers.

Each of these modes has ats advantages and disadvantages,

and reasons for and against it; but the discussion of these 1

must defer tll another opportunity. L. L. M.

dhe 9 Ann, dredds the recovery generally of the penaltics impo-
sedby o, :n “any of her Majesty’s courts of Record” that thoese
amposed on the post office people would be equally so, altho’ by
Scct. 40 and 44, they are limtedto Westninster and Edwburgh;
or onthe other hand, that althe’ Scct. 19 gres that gencral porse
er of recovery, yet as Sect. 29 (the only onc . which any pene
aliy is specrully iwposed upon any act commuited in America,)
the penally for ferrymen jor obstructing or delaymg the mail,
is recoverable “in angfeourt of record in the colonies,” rone but
such a particular penalty can be so recoverable.
* Thas 15 not merely « theorctical plan  In the seven Untted
prownces, before the French revolut:on, although there was a
Sfaats-post, that went through the whole, cach province had its
arun post besides, called provinciale bodens, or provincial mes-
sengers, the postage by which was about 3-4 of the other.
[®RINTED AT BURLINGTON, VERMONT.]
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