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SYNOD'S HOME MISSION

In the Record of last Oectcher was w short article explaining the necesaity
of each Presbytery having a Home Mission organization, the money to be raised
by collectors, and to be spent within the Presbytery. In conneetion with this,
collecting schedules were sent to each Presbytery, and it is to be hoped that
they have heen distributed and used everywhere.  Unless they are sent to every
adherent, Ministers and Sessions do not fulfil their plain duty. To show the
advantage of them, let us cite the instance of a country congregation—Little
River, Musquodoboit. Two years ago, the minister used all his etoquence in
urging a church door collection for this ohject, and the next Sunday &9 were
put inthe plates. The year after, he disregarded cloquence, but took the
trouble of dividing the congregation into districts, and of sending two collectars
to each, and $37 were ( “-eerfully given. He printed the lists with the namesin
the Presbytery’s report. and this year, without the slightest additional trouble,
#50 have been subseribed. In 1868, Truro tried the plan of a church door
collection for the same object, and got £10.  This year, schedules are used, and
%50 are at once the result.  Surely every Presbytery will be able to report at
next mecting of Synod that the schedules sent have been faithfully tried.

But while congregations may or may not assist a Presbytery Mission, it is
altogether different with the object that heads this article. The Synodl has
always commanded that a collection be taken up for its Home Missions
generall])', by every congregation that owes it allegiance. Last year this duty
was neglected by some. This is not the place to mention names, but at next
Synod, it may have to be considered whether the Synod should recognize those
who refuse to recognize it.  The people may give as much or as little as their
consciences bid them, but a public opportunity to give must be afforded them

What is done with the money so raised ? Well, the whole amount last year
was only 2300 still; we would have done very badly without it. It 2ssisted
the Mission at River Inhabitants and Broad Cove, <. B.; it paid a Catechist
for six manths at Loch Lomond, and helped to pay for Mr. McDonald’s mission
ary services in Pictou Presbytery; and this year it will be the means also of
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supplementing the congregation of Dalhousie, N. B.. and we hope one also in
P E. L But full details are given in the annual reports. Tt is only necessary
now to urge on all to do their duty in the matter, and to explamm that the
money is under the control of the Syned, andis allocated as equitably a»
possible. the most needy places having always the first claim.

The collection should be made as 200n as possible that it. may not contlict
with the next scheme.  Where there are no ministers, let the minister snpplying
on the first Sunday after this notice consult with the Session, and anuounce
that it will be taken up whenever there is Divine service again.

We need not speak of the propriety of such a mission. A church that exists
only for itself, that refuses to aid its weaker sisters in its own land, or that re-
fuses to do anything to send the Gospel to the heathen, is self-condemned. It
will not be blessed, for it refuses to bless.  Such a congregation is no help, hut a
dishonour to a church.  And almost as sad a sight i3 1t when hundreds profess
to collect for a Christian object, and the sum total of the effort is found te
average a cent or two per head.

Geo. M. GraNt. Convener Home Mission Board.

MINUTES OF MEETINGS OF HOME MISSION EOARD.
Harirax, November 29 and 30.

LETTER addressed to the Colonial Committee was read, showing the dis-
bursements of mouey for halt-year ending 1st August, and that there wasa
balance in the Treasurer’s hands of £6 18s. 4d. sterhng.

A letter from Rev. Dr. Donald wes read, calling attention to the necessity
for a Missionary for Richmond and Woodstock. It was agreed to write the
Colonial Committee again on the subject.

A letter from Rev. James W. Fraser, C. B., was read, asking assistance to
the extent of $200 to repair the West Bay Church, and enclosing a copy of
the deed of the building.  Rev. Mr. Campbell having given a statement of the
circumstances of the case as they had come under his own observation, moved
that $100 be at once granted trom the Synod’s Home Mission Fund, and that
the matter be again taken up at the next meeting of the Board in New Glas-
gow. Agreed.

The Board having had before it the cativaue need for Gaelic ministers in
the County of Pictou, and that t.:re was no immediate prospect of receiving
any from Scotland, agreed to respectfully sugeest to the Presbytery of' Picton,
the propriety of withdrawing their only Gaclic Missionary. Mr. Fraser, from
River Inhabitants for six months, to labour in Pictou County, as in Ca{m
Breton his services arc confined to a comparatively small number of people.
and at 1 cost to the Church of $500 per annum, while large and self-sustaining
congregations in Picton are vacant.

The Secretary was instructed to insert in the January Record a list of the
supplements for current half-ycar, with notice of the method of paying them.

he Board adjourned to meet in New Glasgow, on Wednesday, jauuary
12th, 1870. (Signed) GEo. McLEax, Sec’y.
New Grascow, January 12, 1870.

Rev. Mr. Fraser's application on behalf of West Bay Church was again
taken up, when, on motion of Mr. Pollok, it was agreed to ask from the Colo-
nial Committee a grant of $100 to make up the sum applied for.

Application from the Trustees of the Church in Daihousie, N. B., was read.
asking for supplement to Minister’s salary. The application was endorsed by
the Presbytery of Restigouche. It was resolved that £10 sterling be granted
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frow the Synod’s Home Mission Fund for the halt-year heginning 1+t February,
IR0,

Rev. Mro Pollok was authorised to write to the Colonial Committee with
reference to the specialities of the case of Rev. Mr. Gunn. of” Broad Cove,
Cape Brecon.

The subject of the supplemented Congregations in Picton Preshytery was
deferred till atter the next meeting of” that Preshy tery.,

It was resolved that the Minutes of wll mectings of” the Board he ~ent for
pmblication ta the Manthly Record.

The Board adjourned to meet again on call of the Convener.

(Signed) Wit Taos. WiLkins, Sec’y. pro tem.

NOTES OF PRESBYTERIAL EXAMINATIONS.
NEw Axtrim Cuveern, Jan. 27, 1870.

At which time and place the Presbytery of Halifax met by appointment.
Sederunt :—Rev. Geo. M. Grant, Moderator 5 Rev. Messrs. Mchl&:m, pastor
of the congregation, Thompson and Camphbell.

After Divine Serviee by the Rev. John Camphell, the Presby tery was con-
stituted by prayer by the Moderator, after which the Court procecded with the
business in hand—namely, the examination ot the financial and spiritual condi-
ton of the congregation.

It was moved by Rev. J. R. Thompson, seconded by Rev. J. McMillan, and
agreed to, that Rev. J. Campbell be appointed Clerk pro fem.

By statement from the Minister, it was found that he had service in this
Church once every second Lord’s day—that be had prayer mectings occasion-
ally—and that as often as convenient, he is present at the Sunday-school, which
is held every Lord™s<lay during the snmmer months~—that he makes regular
pasteral visitation—that family worship is not very general among the preople.
and that the communion is dispensed once a year, and baptism when required.
The financial aftairs of the congregation are managed by the trustees ot Little
River Church—this scetion not yet having a distinet organization.  They
contribute =50 towarda the Minister's stipend. This sum has been paid hitherto

There are tvwo Elders who fore: jart of the Rirk Session of Litde River:
they have distriets assigned to them; they visit the sick, and assist in the

wayer-mectings. Collections are made for all the schewmes of the Church.
The Minister 13 agent tor the Monthly Record.  Six copies are taken in this
~ection of’ the charge.

The Moderator then concluded by urging on the people their duty in sup-
porting the Record, in augmenting the mimster’s stipend, and giving support
to the schemes of the Church.  Closed with prayer and the benediction.

Jonx CampsrLr, Clerk pro tem.

St. Joux’s CuHurcH, LiTTLE RIVER,
MippLr McsqQuoposorr, January 27, 1870,

AT which time and place the Presbytery of Halifax met by appointment,
and after Divine Service by the Rev. John R. Thompson, was constituted by
the Moderator. Sederuni :—Rev. Geo. M. Grant, Moderator ; Rev. Messrs. Mc-
Millan, pastor of the congregation, Thompson, Wilking, and Campbell.

The Minister states that he conducts Divine Service in tbis Church once
every Lownl's-day—that he conducts Divine Service once every second Lord’s-day
in South School-house—that he conducts a Bible-class, numbering between 50
and 60, on Monday evening=—a prayer meeting on Wednesday evenings, and
a Young Men’s meeting on Friday evenings.



32 THE MONTHLY RECORD OF

There are six Elders, with two at New Antrim ; they have a Clerk, and
keep a register of Baptism, and a Communion Roll.  On the Coranunion Roll
there are 123 names.  During 1869, there were twelve aecesions, 4 removed
by death, andt 4 left the parish.  Districts are assicued ta the  Elders.
Lldem visit once a year with the minister. There are three Sumlay-schools—
one at New Antrim, one at South School-house, and one in this Chureh, each
superintended by an Elder.  The 8. Schools number as follows — Little River
102 scholars and 13 teachers; South School House, 60 scholars and 8 teachers ;
New Antrim, 22 scholars and 2 teachers.  Elders assist at the prayer-meetings
atteadance, 60 to 100, Most heads of families in this section of the charge
upholid family worship. Collections are made for all the schemes of' the
Chusch.

There are five trustees, who hold the building in trust In deed of incorpora-
tion to the Church of Scotland; they meet regularly ; they pay the sum of
£100 towards the Minister’s stipend.  There are no arrewrs. There are a
manse and glebe, on which there 1s a small debt. There are about 80 tamilies,
and ahout 25 copies of the Monthly Record are circulated.  The Muderator
concluded by impressing upon the congregation their dnty in grfiving support
w the Monthly Record as the organ of the Church, and to the ordinances of
the gospel.  Closed with prayer and the benediciion.

Jonx Camenrrr, Clerk pro tem.

MINUTES OF MIRAMICHI PRESBYTERY.

Maxsg, Cuatnam, Dec. 15, 1869.

Wnich time and place the Preshytery of Miramichi wet according to ad-

journment.  Sederunt :—Revds. Messrs. Wilson, McDonald, Robertson, and
Ir. Henderson, elder.

Being constituted with prayer by the Mederator, Rev. Mr. Robertson, the
Minutes of last meeting were read and sustained.

The Clerk read a letter from the Convener of the Home Mission Board,
stating that the deficiency of £20 stg., in the supplement to Mr. Robertson,
ordained Missionary to Tabusintac, would not be made up by he Board, that is
to say: The Home Mission Board would not ask the Cn{:)nml Cowmittee for a
larger supplement than £50 stg. annually, which amount is £20 stg. Jess than
the amouut guaranteed Mr. Robertson by the Colonial Committee ‘n his com-
mission. Whereupon it. was movesd by Mr. Wiison, and agreed to, that in the
meantime the Presbytery appropriate £10 stg. of the Adwiralty Benefaction
Reserve Fund to meet part of the deficiency, and to apply to the Home Mission
Board for the other £10 stg.; failing which, to lay the whole ¢ase before the
Colonial Committee in Scotland.

A letter was read from Mr. Roe, Secretary to Viee Admiral Wellesly, en-
quiring how much would be required by the Committee of Management of
trant of Rents of Portage Island to meet the claim of engagemients entered
into by them with the Minister and Teachers of Burnt Church District; for
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty had resolved that iu future no more

nts of Admiralty money were to be applied for Colonial Edncation.

The following was the reply sent to the Admiralty, through A. K.
McDougal, Esq., Oak Point: “ That two years salary were required for the
Minister, and one year for each of the teachers. The Preshytery further would
remind their Lordships that the grant of rents of Portage Islani for the pur-
poses of education and religion in Burnt Church, was not, fairly speaking, giving
Admiralty money for these purposes, but rather the carrying out of an agree-
ment entered into between the Admiralty and the Fishermen at the time of
trausfer of the Islands from the Provincial Government to the Lords Com-
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missioners of the Admiralty for Naval purposes only ¢ and therefore the Pres-
bytery sincerely hoped their Lordships would re<consiaer  their decision, and
continue for this year, at least, the grant of rents for the above benevolent
purposes.”

Mr. Robertson made application for a certificate to enable him to draw on
the Home Mission Board for his halt yearly supplement from the Colonial
Committee, and also another certificate to enable him to draw on the Home
Mission Fund tor deficit of £10 styr.

The Preshy tery adjourned to meet on the firt Wednesday in June.

Clozed with prayer.
W. M. Wirson, Pby. Clerk.

P.S.—Since the meeting of Preshytery. the Clerk has reecived from Mr.
McDougal, Oak Point, a copy of a letter from Mr. Roe, Secretary to Admiral
Wellesdy, which is as follows :—

* I beg to acknowledge the reeeipt of your letter of the 12th ultimo, and in
seply. Iam direeted by Viee Admiral Wellesly to acquaint you that the Lords
Comevissioners o' the Admiralty having directed all the rents hereatter received
for the Naval Reserves on Portage Island o be paid in as Extra Naval Reeeipt,
he would wish me to remit the same to the Naval Storekeeper at Halifax,
instead of dividing them amongst the persons who have heretofore received
them.”

THE LORD'S SUPPER NOT SIMPLY A COMMEMORATIVE
ORDINANCE.

AT the period of the Reformation, not only had the doctrines of grace to
hie restored, but that of the Sacraments also. The Church of Rome had held
the Sacraments to be meritorious in their efficacy by the operation of the priest,
no matter how urworthy the person, the performer, or the receiver. Baptism
washed away all sin as by a magical virtue. The Lord’s Supper, by a tran-
substantiation, made the communicants who corporally partook, a member of
Christ’s body.  Nothing more thun the reception of the consecrated wafer was
required, and the result followed. In this way the Indians of South America
were converted at once.  Now the Reformed Church, in opposition t6 this,
raugbt that the Sacraments were but signs and seals of grace, and channels
throngh which Christ communicates blessings to the souls of the faithful, and
that their virtue does not depend on priest or minister, but in the blessing of
God and the work of His Spirit in the heart of the receiver.  Accordingly, the
disposition or state of mind of the communicant is of vital consequeace. Now,
in quitting one error, people very oficn go to the other exireme, and so was
it with the Sacraments. These began in time to be regarded as nothiny more
than decent badges, mere professions of regard, and silent forms. The Lord’s
Supper was an ordinance to commemorate an event whose celebration has
no particular influence on our principles or practice any more than what natu-
raily flows from the event remembered—that just as remembering the battle of
Waterloo or the accession of Queen Victoria excites our joy, so are our grief
and reverence excited at commemorating Christ’s death.

Now, that in the Lord’s Supper there is a remembrance of Christ’s death,
is admitted.  * Do this in remembrance of me,” He Himself said. We call to
recollection a departed friend ; Hisservices and sufferings, what He did and how
He died, all are remembered silently and gratefully. This view is perfectly
seriptural, so far as it goes, but, then, it goes not far enough. Commemoration
is one thing, communion is another ; and we not only ir that ordinance remem-
ber a departed friend, but commune with a living Head, and the following
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passaae fully warrants this view, “ The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not
the communion of the blood of Christ 7 the bread which we break, is it not the
communion of the hady of Christ? (1 Cor. x. 16.) That the reference is to the
Supper will not be denied, and then a participating in the benelits of Christ’s
body and blood is implied ar the very meaning of” the ordinance.  But this
view rests not on a single pasage.  The saerifices of the heathen, to which the
Apostle calls attention, warrant it. ** Know ye not that they who partike of
the idol’s feast, cat and drink with the gods ?” Yes, every idolater feasted wish
his od 3 and by first pouring ovt a libation, and then partaking Winsclf, is saild
to have drunk the enp of devils.  Accordingiy, the worshipper of” Kali imbibed
his fierce spirit, of l\{nhlm- his contemplative one.  Thus every idolater com-
muned with his god and imbibed his spirit. 8o the Christian worshipper, in
cating and drinking at Christs table, communes with Christ and reeeives his
spirit. and is thus prepared to do serviee for him. 8o far for the jllustration
18-21.

Now, that there is such & thing as fellowship (i. e. comnrunion) with Christ
in His death, we must believe, (see Phil. ii. 10) 5 and as this is Hic own ordi-
nance, He can render it the medium of communicating grace : and that He
does, we must infer from the manner the Seriptures speak.  Thus, when we
read of one in his banqueting house with great delight, and experiencing His
fruit to be sweet to his taste,—of the strong desire of another to partake, and
of a third taking the cup into hix hand and expressing thanktulnes.. we
must regard this ordinance as conferring enjoyment and nourishment.  But
the idea of nourishment and enjoyment goes beyond commemoration, and is
involved in communion : hence communion it must e, and this is the view of
our Shorter Catechism in question 96, and that of Christian believers in every

e. Two things follow from this view of the Supper as essentially a comma-
nion—a_communion with Christ and with lis people (see v. 17), so that it is
rendered a nourishing ordinance, and one of which the believer may not with-
out injury defraud himself; and, sccondly, a spiritual and believing mind is
requisite to its right participation. 1.

NOTES OF A TOUR IN CHINA.

Tue following notes are sent to us hy the Rev. Chas. M. Grant, from the
Christiun Intelligencer of Calcutta, to which a friend of his, the Seeretary of
the Church Missionary Society, had contributed them.  They ought to be es-
pecially interesting to us in America now, as, on aceount of the Pacfic Ruiirond
and the demand for Chinese labour in the Southern and Western States, the
Chinese problemn will probably be the next great one for the Great Republic to
graple with. We propose to give extracts from the « Notes” from time to time
as we can spare room. The writer arrives at Hong-Kong, and speaks of the
Chinese as follows :~—

“ With regurd to the people of China, our general impression was formed at
our introduction to them, and strengthened by our inwercourse. No one can
help feeling that they are a fine, manly, intelligent, open-hearted, industrious
race. Here in Caleutta they contrast favourably in these respects with the
natives of India; but the cream of thc race is oniy to be seen in China itself.
Perhaps in the matter of mental acuteness they are inferior to Bengalees ; but
they are infinitely more practical and business-like. You feel, in faet, in deal-
ing with the Chinese, that there is no humbug ahout them: you don't fcel this
dealing with the people of India. Let no one think we love India ard its people
less for what we have seen in China. By no means; they have got maay good
points which the Chinese have not got, as will appear hereafter.
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Tt isaltocether a mistake to suppose the Chinese are sdefivient in physieal
courize. Thisidea has doubtless got abiroad fron the poltroonly way in which
they have demceaned themselves when contending with Earopean forees. But
all the world krows that the bravest race an carth is nothing withont diseipline,
wanpons, and goold leading, The native troops were woetully deficient in all
these respeets, and «o they generally turned theis backs on the » white-faced
devils? as they termed our Englich soldiers.  But experience has shewn that the
same men, well teained, equipped, and Ted, will fight Jike tigers, and sterm
breastwork or walk up to the cannon’s mouth, with the utmost coolness and
pluck.

 There s an imnense difference between the Chinese and the * mild Hin-
doo” in this respeet {and Earvopeans in China koaow it tull well - In India a young
serifl” too often thinks it a glorions thing to kick and cuft’ the * niggers’ that
serve lume He can do ie with iapunity, tor the poor eringing wreteh will only
turn apon him with his tolded hands imploring merey. But let not the griﬂ}’
tey that onin China. I he do—why the chances are, he will have a striking
proot” that the Chinese is i omancand not a coward.  We heard one amusing
e of the kimd. A certain young gentleman was assaying to belabour his
¢hov,” when, do and behold ! the boy coolly tovk ot his jacket, and said, * Stop
a vitomaster s am guite ready to fight you ;™ and fight him he did ; and it we
remember vightly. the master did not remain * master of’ the field!

s 1t is no unusual thing to meet with Englishmen, Frenchmen, and Americans
who firmly believe that 1t is the Sestiny of China to become a leading, it not a
dominant. nation of the carth, * Yes!! said two such prophets in our hearing,
¢ the day will probably come when some Chinese Napoleon will lead his terrible
legions to victory and conguest among the distant nations of Europe.” It may
be so. who knows ? but not, we trust and believe, in our day.  We would tain
hope that a far brighter and more glorious day 14 in store for both China and
Europe,—the day in wlich the Prince of Peace shall assert his sway, and, bind-
ing all nations to Himselt with the cords of taith and love, shall reign over a
willing people, from the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same.
Even now may be seen in China faint traces of the approach of that day. This
will appear when we come to speak ot the work o’ Missions in that land.

* Our stay was too short to give us any entrance into the language of the
Celestials, but one linguistic puzzle we solved,—the meaning of the phrase
Cpigeon English!? 0 ‘Fhe term had its originin China. It is the kind of English
used by the natives in [Hong-Kong and at the free ports of China.  The Chiness:
languawe beipg so diflicult to learn, and the dialects being so very numerous,
noune but Miseionaries and Government officials ever dream of attempting the
, it has come to pass that an add kind of pateds is used
in all busines transactions. The words are chiefly English, interspersed with a
number of common Chinese teems. But such a hash do the Chinese make of
the Euglish, that none but the initiated could readily understand them.  Fheir
ditficulty in pronouncing our language is immense.  As a specimen, take the
word * business”  The nearest approach they can make to it is * pigeon,’ hence
the term ¢ piceon (or business) English” It they attempt to speak of the
Bishop. they torthwith talk about * Pea-soup.” But they have invented for them-
selves o far more hecoming, it a less savoury definition for his lordship. It is
their habit to deseribe the chief of a department, or the best of any number of
object~, as ‘number one’  Accordingly they call the General m command
*numbr one fighting-pigeon (business) man ;' but the Bishop is spoken of as
*number one heaven-pigeon-man.’

« Although Hong-Kong itself'is a charming and picturesque spot, its Chinese
population i< of a somewhat exceptional character.  Hardly a specimen of a
really high-born Chinaman is to be found in the colony. The majority of the
people are of the lowest stamp, and are collected from all parts of the country.

vernm . In
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OFf the more respectable elass—the merchaats and tradesmen —many have been
attracted by the prospeets of gain ;. many more have had ©urgent private rea-
sons” for quitting Chinese territory s aresidence in s British colony has shielded
them from the importunities of ereditorn ar the pursuit of justice. What is sai-
of David’s Adullamites would apply to thousands in Hong-Kong o~ Every o
that was in distress, and every one that was in debt, and every one that was
discontented, gathered themselves unto him.’

* Under these eircumstances, it will hanldly be imacined that ahigh ctandand
of varality prevaile in the colony.  Crime prevails to an amazing extent, and
the lwal Government has been sorely impered in dealing with s vicious sub-
jeets. The diffienlty was to find jail-room for the erinmn: Two or three
spacious prizons were built  but these were rapidly filled ¢ still the prisoners mul-
uplicd.  What was to be done 2 Besides the difficult, of securing and punish-
ing the offenders, there was o grave objection against the ontlay involved in,
their support. Ouly asmall propartion could be employed on the publie works.
whilst thonsands of idle eriminals were hanging asa dead weight on the financees
of the colony. A bright idea suggaested iteelf; the anthorities resolved npon a
plan, which, whilst it relieved the colony of its burden, at the same time freed
it of the vicious clement.  Every convict was branded on the car. and then de-
ported to the mainland with the assurance that, it they rer ned again to the
colony, they should be severvely dealt with. It was a dear-bought frecdom, for
no sooner had the poor wretches set their feet on Chinese gronmd than theis
brand betrayed them. It was known they had been eriminals, that was enongh
~—oft" went their heads, and <o the matter ended.

“ The Chinese are wonderfully expert at chopping off heads A ventleman
deseribed to us a seene of which he had been a witness.  Durings the rebellion
in the Canton provinee, two hundred and vighty rebels were eanght. The
chances were, that quite half’ of them had been peaceable subjects; but that
did not matter, s~o many heids had to be cat oft as a warning to the retractory.
Our friend went to the spot. . There were twelve exeeutioners. each holding 2
shining sword in his hand.  The prisoners were divided intotweh roups. Al
were awaiting the arrival of a Mandarin, whose ovder was to be the <tgnal for
the exeention.  His Exeellency shortly arrived: a list of the prisoncs was
placed in his hand.  He quietly asked, ¢ Is all ready ¥— Yes' * Then go to
work.” The poor ereatures had been all this while standing with their heads
inclined forward.  None flinched—none spoke ; each of the twelve swordsmen
deliberately  walking along his line of convicts, and at a blow severed  head
after head. Our friend had been curious enough to time the proceeding 3 he
found that. from the arrival of the Mandarin to the fall of the last head, only
twelve minutes and a half had elapsad,

“ The Chinese have a perfect roge for gambling.  Go where you will, you
see crowds ot people thus employed.  Hoary-headed men, and Little children
who can hardly run, may be seen tossing, the dice. Maaiy a mar, after losing all
his money, will barter his clothing to the lust sag, and then strip bis wite,
his ebit . his house, and leave himself literally naked and destitute in the
world.  In some provinees the Chinese Govermment have put down this viee
with a strong hand.  They have made the keeping of a gaming-house a capital
erime, for which the keeper must surrender his head.

“ It is o curions fact that the Government of Hong-Kong adopted the oppo-
site expedient of legalising  gaming-houses.  Every such house bad to be
licensed, and penalties were only enforeed in the case of those who enconraged
gambling without a licence.  We helieve the home Government has disallowed
this most questionable enactment.  So much the better ; for, whilst it existed, it
was a sin and a reproach.

“(ne morning & somewhat amusing insident occurred at the Bishop’s
Palace.  Several of his Lordship’s servants were caught by the police in theact
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of gambling.  Now, this turned the Palace into an illegal gambling-house, and
not a littde merriment was ocensioned at the breakfiast-table by a suggestion that
hix Lord=bip nught probably be Aanded wp for a trangression of the Statute.
The Bishop, however, went scot=free o his attendants got their due.

s the morals of the Chinese are bad, w. wreatly fear the tone of Earopean
society in China is not much better. There is no doubt that s frighttul mmoant
of immorality prevails amongst the foreiga residents. The preat mer-intile
houses are crowded with young men ; not one in a hundred of whom is married.
Tmdead,at has beeng it seems, the poliey of the principals of those firms to dis-
countenance marriage. Iy one leading firm, untd lately, a marvied man was
positively disqualified for the position of & partner. The  consequence ix, that
licentionsness mns rampant. What India was in that respect ity vears ago—
that China now is. Perlups its state is even worse ; for the enrdon of caste,
which, to a great extent, secures the women of India, is lacking in China ; and
everywhere the facilities tor vicious indulgence are feartully great. Many a
voung man arrives in Ching with some sense of religion, with a hallowed recol-
leetion of howe influences: be finds himself set down in a vortex of iniquity
aml corruption : he resists the bad intluences for a while : but, ajas! in the ma-
Jority ot vases, the atter absence of  Christian sympathy, together with ceasel 9
solicitations to evil and abounding examples of vice, prove too much for him;
he suceumbs to the prevailing toue s he lays aside his Bible, and abandons
prayer; and too often Llpws into positive infidelity.

* There is too much reason to fear that comuercial norality is at a very low
ebb in China. This has mach to do with the seeial one.  Men who cannot af-
ford to keep a conscience in matters of business, come to be wonderfully callous
abour their conducet in general. Far be it from us to say that men of honour
and Christian principles are not to be met with in China. There are such, and
not a few.  But these are the very men who testify, with sorrow and shame, to
the absepee of prmeiple and to the prevalence of chicanery and dishonesty in
the transaction of business.  The trath is, many men are determined, by hook
or erook, to be rich, and, in order to veach that goal, they over-ride all cou-
siderations of righteonsness, truth, and justice.  Of all such s that saying of
the wise man justified ,—¢ He that basteth to be rich, shall not be innocent.”

* There can be hitthe doabt that a tender conscience would be afflicted by
the effects of the opiam trade.  That the introduction of this drug to China has
been productive of a large amount of misery and suffering, cannot for a moment
be disputed. And the evil is growing, and how far the opium-smoking mania
will extend no one can tell.  In every part of China you meet with poor, ema-
ciated, attenuated forms of humanity, with sunken eyes, and faceson which de-
Jeetion and wretchedness are visibly inseribed. These are the victiws of opium.
Smoke they must or they die, yet they die if they smoke. A counfivmed drunk-
ard may be cured : a confirmed opium-smaoker remaing ench waitl death.  In
weighing the relative bad elfects of drink and opium, this feature, and one or
two others, would seew to turn the seale against the latter.  Probably it is the
worst evil of the two; still, having said thus much, we cannot help expressing
an opinion, that the horrors of the opium traflic have been wade a hitde too
muech of.  From what we know and have seen of the ravages of alevhol in Eng-
land, we should be disposed to set down opium as. comparatively, a very mild
Joe. The harrowing and revolting seenes which meet you in the large cities of
England never greet you in China The proportion of opium-caters, we should
say, is small as compared with the confirmed drunkards ot the United King-
dom 5 and the collateral effects of opium are not nearly so terrible as those of
drink.  The drunkard is often a savage and a brate; the opinm-cater is harm-
less and selfsatisfied in the extreme.  Still, both viees are bitterly to be de-
ploed ; and when a Christian reflects upon the serious barrier which each in-
terposes to the reception of the Gospel of Christ, and the certain ruin of both
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hody and soul in which cach involves myriads of vietims, he eannot but shrink
from the idea of contributing, in however remote a degree, to the prevalence of
such deadly evils.

“ As some delay took place in the departure of the Bishop whom we were to
accompany on his first visitation of his Diocese, we were enabled in the inter-
val to visit Canton and Macao.  Very curions it is to see the loug. narrew
streets of the aative cities 1 they are sometimes a mile in Jength, but never more
than six or eight feet in width. There are no carriages or carts in China I’ro-
per s all except the wealthy classes walk, and these ride inscedan ehairs. Every
other honse seems to be w shop, and the long, pendant gorgeous sign-hoards,
stretehing down both stdes of the narrow streets, pive a grotesque and pictur-
esque aspect to the scene. At no distant date it was all but mpossible for a
foreigmer tomake his way along those streets. He was sure to be pushed and
Jjolted and ridiculed, whilst at every turn he heard the ery—*¢ There goes the
white devil? AN that has passed away ; he may now go where hie likes without
let or hindrance, and he is adwaye sure of respectful treatment. The Chinese
have learnt our power in war ; and they have also learnt by fiiendly intercourse,
that we are not qnite the - barbarians’ they once took us to be.

* During our stay in Canton we had some refreshing intercourse with the
Missionaries labouring there. There is no Chureh of England Mission in the
city.  The Church Missionary Society has got two European and one Native
Missionary at Hong-Kong.  Canton had already been weil occupied by other
Socicties : and it 1s the policy of the C. M. S, not to enter into another man's
line of things.  Wesleyan, Independent, Baptist. and Preshyterian Missionaries
are carrying on their great work in the city, with simgleness of aim and charity
of heart. They have their reward : none of themt ean rejoice over a darge body
of converts, but they feel that they are doing the Lord’s work, and preparing
for his future trimmph.  That is a striking utterance as applied to Christ—* His
reward is with him and his work before him.”  Isaiah x1.. 10, This furnishes
the right cue to the Missionary.  The great Master worked very hard with very
small results : yot His reward was ever with Him. * My meat aud drink is to do
the will of Him that sent me, and to finish His work.” It is altogether a mistake
to represent Christ’s work on carth as one of unbroken sorrow.” He had many
sweet seasons of abounding joy and hallowed satistaction.  He knew the luxury
of doing good—the blessedness of falfilling the Divine purposes. Fuall oft did
He * rejoice in spirit® as with 1 worn-out body and exausted energies He re-
flected— T am doing the work. O Father, which Thou gavest me to do”  How
loatl are we to learn that to toil for Christ is our recompense—to suffer for
Him. our reward.

« One of the most striking aspects of Mission work in China is the facility
for proclaiming the Word to the people.  In India the ehief difficulty with the
Missionary is to get the peaple to come and hear.  In China, the people hardly
need solicitation and inducement.  No doubt the presence of easte in India,
and its absence in China, has something to do with the contrast indicatel. But
this does not fully explain the phenomenon. We can understand the neahgence
of the people of Tndia to the Gospel message ;s it is owing to indifference or
contempt, or both combined ; but we can hardly tell how it is the Chinese flock
in such crowds to hear the Word, when their indifference to it is certainly not
less than that of the people of this land. It may be, that the Gospel is ncwcer
to them than to the l(im(mw. and that they have & more inquisitive turn of’
mind.  Be that as it may. it i< <till @ very interesting and encouraging faet that
the Chinese Missionary is always wure of an amdience.

¢ Open-air: preaching is not carried on in China. . The readiness of the
Ymplu to frequent the preaching chapels does away with  that necessity.—

’reaching is always more satisfactory and more telling under a roof thin in the
strect.” The Missionaries plant their chapels in the most crovided thoronghfares.




THE CHURCH OF BCOTLAND. 39

Those buildings far outstrip any thing of the kind we have in India. They are
substantial and commodious erections, well-furnished with benches or chairs,
and (sume of them) capable of seating a thousand persons. It was our good
fortune to be present on one occasion when the best preacher in Canton de-
livered the Message.  We walked down with Mr. P to the chapel, at noon
—that is the usual hour for preaching.  The duors were thrown open, and the
missionary had hardly reached his platform when the people began to flock in.
In a very short time several hundreds of” hearers had come together.  They
were of all classes—merchants, students, tradesmen, labourers—all were pro-
miscuowsly gathered together. Allhad evidently come with the object of hearing.
Every eye was fixed on the preacher.  Now and then a question was asked or
an objection made, but all in perfeet good temper and order.  The bright, in-
telligent, cager Jooks of most showed how well they understood the address, and
that they felt some interest init. The preaching went on for pearly an hour.
All did not stay to the close, but many did.  Upon the whole, we could not hei
wishing that such congregations could be gathered in India.  Still it i~ not all
wold that glitters ™ nohody could look vn the upturned faces of those listeners
without & painful conviction that they do not feel the truth. You do not need
to be a physiognomist to cateh at a glance the Athenian aspect of the Chinese
mind : y¥eu see they enjoy hearing some new or strange thing, but have little or
no idea ci personal concern in it Herein comes out @ great contrast between
the people of India and China.  Th. Chinese is all but destitute of the religious
instinct; he is cmphatically “of the earth ecarthly, aund only minds earthly
things”  The Hindoo is a religious animal.  He has thoughts and aspirations
after something unearthly.  The Chinese are, in this respect, the Frenchk of
Asiatic races.  They are Gallios, and ¢ care for uone of these things”  In this
aspect the Chinese Missionary is at a disadvantage with his Indian brother.

# The Chinese have their gods truly, but small is the reverence they bestow
upon them. The Missionary may poke them with his stick, or revile them with
lus tongue—it is all viewed as a capital joke; and roars of laughter will often
follow some such an attack on their deities.  Sometimes they deal with their
zodsin a very cavalier style. In time of drought, they will supplicate the
gods for rain: should no rain be vouchsafed, they adopt a very practical mode
of bringing their godships to their senses. They will remove them from the
shelter of the temple, and, placing them in the blaze of the scorching sun, say,
* Now you stand there and see how pleasant it is for us to be enduring this
parching drought.”

“ An old Missionary told us another curious story of the kind. A Chinese
of some influence had a sick son.  Ile made costly offerings to a certain god
with a view to his child’s recovery.  All wasin vain—the chikl died.  Hereupon
the father filed a bill in court, charging the god with a breach of contract. The
case was duly tried.  The idol was brought into court.  The father pleaded
that he had done everything that the ritual required of him in order to propi-
tiate the deity : but, through some strange perversity or inability, the god had
failed to perform his part of the contract. The poor ged had no way of rebut-
ting the evidence. .}udgment was accordingly given against him, and he was
forthwith expelled the previnee.”

M. RENANS “LIFE OF JES8US.”

NoT a few readers of the Montkly Record are donbtless aware of the work
from the pen of M. Renan, entitled © The Life of Jesus.”  As a history of our
Lord’s life, no Christian will maintain that it is complete, ungarbled, or free
from the charge of “setting forth strange doctrines.” The simfglc fact of its
regarding Jesus as a mere, though great and divine, man, is sufficient reason
why it should be nuwbered amongst the radically heterodox of books.  And
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vt because there are diffused throughout it, beauty, earnestness, refigious feel-
g, and learning, no eandid theologian can set it aside without a peculiar
degree of aduiiration not unmixed with pity for the author, and a tervent love
of the intrinsic, even as the world goes, excellence of the subject.  What Prot.
Renan has been to France in this rationalistic bearing, such has Dr. Strauss
been to Germany. and Prof. Seely to England.  Of all this milder form of the
rationalistie school, Strauss has undoubtedly been the most radically destructive,
as he endeavours to resolve our four gospels into mere yths; as containing

erms of truth, but surrounded with mist and fable as the carly history of
%A;mo. Nevertheless, from this infidel and negative school, we orthodox
Christians do not loee a great deal. Their works show (1) to the unbelieving
world that Jesus’ morality was more than human ; that no ordinary man could
bave originated and propagated such a glorious conception; and that, from
its adaptability to the human constitution and wants, Christianity is destined
to cventually overspread the earth as © the waters cover the sea” And (2)
their histories prove to us how utterly absurd it is to consider our Saviour
other than divine—other than “ the word, the truth, and the life,” in short,
other than the Son of God.

M. Renan’s views of the Gospel may be summarily presented as follows : The
original writings of Matthew and Mark contained the substance of onr Lord’s
discourses and anecdaotes, as colleeted from notes taken on the spot.  Matthew's
gospel at first consisted only of discourses, and the rest was added by a later
hand; but Mark’s gospel originally consisted only of ancedates, and the rest
in like manner was added by a later writer.  Luke baving both gospels before
his eyes, acted the part of a harmonist.  What he considered inconsistent with
his own views and the harmony of the record. he rejected; and what appeared
to him deficient, he supplied. Luke, he thinks, wrote his gospel about the
year 75, and John. if he at all wrote the record bearing his name, toward the
end of the fint century.  He aceines = the beloved diseiple ” of misrepresen-
tations which are in reality more injurious to the critic than to the author.

It is not my purpose to bring forward an extended view of Renan’s treat-
ment of the historie books of the New Testament, which, if the reader is
curious enough to desire, can be found in the Introduction to his work. Nor
is it my object 1o answer the futile ohjections he raises against some of the
details which huve been so ably answered by wany of our leading divines. 1
shall content my-elf with saying a few words on the views already represented,
and then procecd to make a few choice quotations from the body of the work.

How can Luke be regarded as 2 harmoniser of the other two svnoptic
gospels when his work is incomplete in itself, and carries evidenee of its having
been an entirely separate production?  His gospel contains incidents which
neither that of Matthew nor Mark contains: as the circumeision of Jesus,
his frequenting the pasovers at Jerusalem: and he emits some very important

arts ot the other gospels. as chap. xxv., much of chap. xiii.,, and chap. xv. of

fatthew. ft is evident, then, that Luke had access to documentary or oral
matter, or both, to which the others had not access. It is also evident that his
gospel was written before the destruction of Jerusalem ; for, to advert ta no other
circumstances, it contains Christ’s predictions of that event, and warning to
His disciples upon which they acted, all of which are unaccountable upon any
other supposition.  The general tendency of the strictures on John's gospel and
on himself as the author, has quite an opposite effect to that intended by the
critic.  They are caleulated to engender ridicule rather than any serious consi-
deration : as who could think seriously of the charge alleged against John, that
he. ““in his old age. having read the gospel narratives, was hurt at seeing that
there was not accorded to him a sufficiently high place in the history of Christ :
that then he commenced to dictate a number of things which be knew better
than the rest, with the intention of shewing that in many instances, in which
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only Peter was spoken of, he had figured with him and even before him?”
Being somewhat curious to ascertain when these instances occurred, we
instinctively look up the refereuces, and, amongst the most important, discover
that John and Peter, in running to the sepulchre, “ that other disciple did out-
run Peter.”! But, Monsieur Renan, who went in first ? and who records
the fact ?

Since Renan considers our Saviour a mere man, he necessarily rejects His
miracles, wrought in attestation of His Divine comumission. But upon what
ground does he doso?  Simply, he says, because “ amiracle up to thistime has
not been proved.” Tnreplying to the objection, it is well to bear inmind, (1), It is
highly probable that God has destined a future state of existence for his human
creation; and, (2), It is highly probable that he should acquaint them with it.
Now. by what other means could a revelation be so effectually communicated
as by interrupting, at a certain time and in a certain place, the established order
of nature ?  Could indeed a revelation be at all made without an interposition
of the Almighty’s power, manifesting iteelf in producing & cessation of those
very laws He himself formerly set in operation 2 How reasonable it is to sup;
that Ile, in order to reveal to men the great truths respecting Hinself and
man’s destiny, should, in IIis beneficent wisdom, put forth His arm to
raise the dead to life. to give sight to the blind, and cause the deaf
to hear. Miracles woull strike home to the convicticn, and in_ appealing
to men our Lord employed no other absolute means to attest His divine mis-
sion. “If I'do the works of my Father, why do ye not believe me?” For
observe: A lowly Galilean, a poor carpenter, appears on the stage of time.
His parents, brothers, sisters, and kinsmen, are known, but simply as ordinary
honest tradespeople. e calls around bim a few disciples, humble fishermen.
He commences teaching a new and strange doctrine. e emphatically declares
himself to be * the way, the truth, the life,” ever and anon asserts his divine
Sonship, and the great work God, his father, has given him to do. e pro-
fesses to have a perfect knowledge of a fature state, and predicts the happy
condition of the righteous and the wretchedness of the lost.  Hearing of such
an one, we should be inclined to ask his credentials, and seek some pesitive
supernatural sign ere we reposed implicit confidence in him. It is true his
fervour, eloquence, and winning manners might captivate many, but tL rigour
and heart-searching character of his morality was calculated to retain but
few. Moreover, he employed none of the adventitions resources which rcligious
reformers before and since his time employed.  Mahomet was of noble birth;
a rich marriage brought him the possession of great wealth; the sensual delights
he promised his followers both here and hereafter held out great inducements
to the sensual mind; and in addition to all these, Mahomet made converts by
the sword. No wonder, then, that Mahomedanism is so wide-spread. But
Jesus stood on a higher platform. Ile came as the divinely sent, and attested
his mission by the seal of his Father’s miracles.

Now, it l:appons that the evidence for the Cliristian miracles is as complete
and overwhelming as a fair and candid mind can desire.  We have seen that
there is a strong presumption in favour of them, but I shall show, in a few
words, that we can rest upon the concurrent and consecutive testimony of accre-
dited authors from the time of Christ to our own umes. Besides the twelve
apastles, there was a countless number of followers who witnessed them.  Some
of the apastles and evangelists have left records embodying miracles as the sign
and <«cal of our Lord’s divine mission. They have attested to the truth of tue
declaration with their blood. Numbers have followed in the train, taking up
the same story, and for it were crucified and slain, made the sport of wild
beasts, and of the cruelties of men scarcely less ravage. Not only do sacred
writers attest the fact, but alse some of those who believed the religion to be
fanatic and injurious; as Tacitus, Juvenal, Suetonius, &c.  And thus, through
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a regular series of authors from the time of the apostles down to our
own times, the fact of the Christian miracles is substantiated.  For full par-
ticulars the rcader is referred to Dr. Lardner's history.  In a word, Archbishop
Whately has proved that any one who doubts that miracles were wronght by
Christ and His disciples, can, upon the same grounds, doubt that such a well-
known character as !’\'apolcun I ever existed!

Having thus summarily set aside Renan’s infidel objection to our Saviour's
divinity, it will afford great pleasure to present a few beauties which every
here and there shine out of the work. Upon the principle of the bee that
sips honey even from the wmost poisonous of tlowers, my desire is to appropri-
ate the gems of infidel productions to the glory of God and 1lis eause. But
the book under consideration is o tinged and coloured with the heteredox views
of the writer. that it becomes necessary to confine the quotations to passages ot
descriptive interest, and a few of eloguent and bcautiﬁﬁ sentiment.

There is no place on the world’s surface more dear to the Christian than
Palestine ; beeause there the Saviour of sinners lived, and bled and died.  And
although time, the ravages of war, and the blight of Islamisin, have desolated
many a spot of beauty and fertility, still it is ever pleasant and interesting
to think that here stood such and such a town or village through which the
Lamb of God walked and talked, preached and healed, during many Lours of
Hix blessed life. But Olivet, Calvary, Gethsemane, Jerusalem. Nazaveth, and
other renowned places, still preserve generally their ancient natural character-
istics ; so that the traveller can at this late day place hinsclt on the very spot
where Jesus stood; as when he deseried the beautital city betore Him, and
gave utterance to the pathetic words: * O Jerusalom, Jerusalem, thou that
killest the prophets, and stonest inem which aie sent unto thee, how ofien
would T have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chick-
ens under hor wings, and ye would not”  The sincere Christian truly focls
Jesus ever near him; but is it preposterous or unreasonable to suppuse that,
wandering in Palestine along the ways I s0 often trod, the Christian travelier
should have an additional and a more sensible impression of his Saviour’s
presence ?

Tt was in the little town of Nazareth that Jesus spent his early ycars. Read
the graphic deseription of Renan, who lived in Palestine during 1860-1:
“ Nazareth,” «1ys he,» was a small town in a hollow, opening broadly at the
suumit of the croup of mountains which close the plains of Esdraclon on the
north. The population is now from three to four thousand, and 1t can never
have varied much. The cold there is sharp in winter, and the climate very healthy.
The town, like all the small Jewish towns at this period, was a heap of huts
built without style, and would exhibit that harsh and poor aspect which vil-
lages in Semitic countries now preseat.  The houses, it seems, did not differ
much from those cubes of stone, without exterior or interior clegance, which
still cover the richest parts of the Lebanon, and which, surrounded with vines
and fig trees, are still very agreeable.  The environs, moreover, are charming ;
and no place in the world was so well adapted for scenes of perfeet happiness.
Even in our time, Nazareth is stili a delightful abode, the only place, perhaps,
in Palestine, in which the mind feels iteelf relieved from the burden which
oppresses it in this unequalled desolation.  The people are amiable and chees-
ful, the gardens fresh and green. Apthony the martyr, at the end of the ninth
eentury, drew an enchanting pictnre of the fertility of the environs, which he
compared to paradise. Some valleys ou the western side tully justify his deserip-
tion. The fountain, where formerly the life and gaiety of the little town were
concentrated. is destroyed: its broken channels contain now only a muddy
stream. But the beanty of the women who meet there in the evening is still
most strikingly preserved. It is the Syrian type inall its languid grace. No
doubt Mary was there almost every day, and tcok ber place with her jar on
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her sheulder in the file of her companions who have remained unknown.
Anthony vewarks that the Jewish women. generally disdaintul to Christians,
were here full of affability.  Even now religious animosity is weaker at Naza-
reth than Jdewhere.

# The horizon from the town is limited. But if we aseend a little the pla-
tean, swept by i perpetual breeze, which overlooks the highest houses, the pros-
peet is splendid. — On the west are seen the fine outlines of Carmel, terminated
by an abrupt point which seems to plunge into the sea. Before us is <pread
out the daable sommit which towers above Megiddo; the mountains of the
country of’ Sheehem, with their holy places of” the patriarchal age; the hill of
Gilboa, the small picturesque group to which are attached the graceful or
terrible recollections of Shunem @nd of Endor; and Tabor with its beauti-
ful rounded form, which antiquity compaved to a bosom.  Through a depres-
sion between the mountains of Shunem and Tabor, are seen the valley of the
Jordan and the high plains of Perea. which form a continuous line from the
castern side.  On the north, the mountains of  Safed. in inclining towards the
sea.conecal St Jeaw d’Aere, but permit the Gult of Khaifa to be distinguished.
Such was the horizon of Jesus.  This enchanted eirele, eradie of the Kingdom
of God. was for years his world.  Even in his later life he departed but little
bevond the tamiliar limits of his childhood.  For vonder, northwards, a glimpse
is caught, almost on the flank of Hermon, of Ciesarea Philippi, his furthest
point of zdvance into the Gentile world: and here, southwards, the more
sombre aspect of these Samaritan hills foreshadows the dominions of Judea be-
yond, parched as by a scorching wind of desolation and death.” * + * »

 On the summit of the mountain of Nazareth, where no man canssit to-day
without an uncasy, though it may be a frivolous. feeling about his destiny, Jesus
sat often untroubled by a doubt. Free from selfishness, he thought only of
his work, ot his race, and of humanity. Those mountains, that sea, that azure
sky, those high places in the horizon. were for him not the melancholy vision
of a <onl which interrogates nature upon her tate, but the certain symbol, the
transparent shadow, of an invisible world, and of a new heaven.”

And, azain, Renan’s general survey of Galilee is worth reading :

¢ The ~auddest eountry in the world is perhaps the region round about Jeru-
salem.  Gulifee, on the contrary, was a very green, shady, smiling district, the
true home of” the Song of Songs, and the songs of the well-beloved.  During
the two wonths of March and april, the country forms a carpet of flowers of
an incomparable variety of colours.  The animals are smad and extremely
gentle .—delicate and lively turtie doves, bluebirds, so light that they rest upon
ablade of grass without bending it crested larks which venture almost under
the feet of the traveller, little river tortoises with mild and lively eyes, storks
with grave and wodest mien, which, laying aside all timidity, allow man to
come quite near them, and seem almost to invite his approach.  In no country
in the world do the mountains spread themselves out with more harmony, or
mspire bigher thoughts.  Jesus seems to have bad a peculiar love for them.
The mest important acts of his divine carcer took place apon the mountains.
It was there that he was the most inspired § it was there that he held sceeret
communion with the ancient prophets, and it was there that his disciples wit-
nessed his transfiguration.

“This beautiful country has now become sad and gloomy through the
ever impoverishing influence of Idamism.  But still everything that man cannot
destroy breathes an awr of  freedom, mildness, and tenderness, and at the
time of Jesus it overflowed with happiness and prosperity.  The Galileans
were considered energetic, brave and laborious.  If we except Tiherias, Galileo
had no lavge towns.  The country was nevertheless well-peopled. covered with
small towns and large villages, and cultivated in all parts with skill.  From
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the ruins that remain of its ancient splendour, we can trace an agz=cultural
people, no way gifted in art.caring little for luxury, indifferent to the beauties
of form, and exclusively idealistic. The country abounded in fresh streams,
and in fruits; the large farms were shaded with vines and fig trees; the
gardens were filied with trees bearing apples, walnuts, and pomegranates.”

There arc other beautiful pieces of deseriptive writing: and as these, like
those which have already been given, serve to elncidite the gospel history, it is
with regret I find my space is so limited. But I cannot deny myself the
pleasure of quoting a few more periods rich in descriptive beauty and senti-
ment:

*Greece bad already bad beautiful ideas on the liberty of the soul.
Various Stoics had learnt how to be free even under a tyrant. But in general,
the ancient world had regarded liberty as attached to certain political forms;
freedom was personified in Harmodius and Aristogiton, Brutus and Cassius.
The true Christian enjoys more real freedom; here below he is an exile; wha
matters it to him who is the transitory governor of this earth, which is not his
hoine ? Liberty for him is truth.”

“ Jesus lived with his disciples almost always in the opencair.  Sometimes
he got into a boat, and instructed his hearers, who were crowded upon the
shore. Sometimes he sat upon the mountains which bordered the lake,
where the air is so pure and the horizon so luminous. The faithful band led
thus a joyous and wandering life, gathering the inspirations of the master in
their first bloom. An innocent doubt was sometimes raised, a question slightly
seeptical, but Jesus, with a smile or a look, silenced the objection. At each
step,—in the passing cloud, the germinating seed, the ripening corn,—they saw
the reign of the Kingdom drawing nigh, they believed themselves on the eve
of seeing God, of being masters of the world ; tears were turned into joy; it
was the advent upon earth of universal consolation.”

“ His preaching was gentle and pleasing, breathing natare and the per-
fume of the fields. He loved the flowers, and took from them his most charm-
ing lessons. The birds of heaven, the sca, the mountains, and the games
of children, furnished in turn the subject of his instructions. It was, above
all, in parables that the master exceiled. Nothing in Judaism had given
him the model of this delightful style. He created it.”

“He lost no oi?ortunity of repeating that the little ones are sacred
beings, that the Kingdom of God tclongs to children, that we must
become children to enter there, that we ought to receive it as a child, that the
heavenly Father hides his secrets from the wise, and reveals them to the little
ones. The idea of disciples is in his mind almost synonymous with that of
children. On one occasion, when they had one of the quarrels for precedence
which were not uncommon, Jesus took a little child, placed him in iheir midst,
and said to them, * Whosoever, therefure, shall humble himself as this little
child, the same is greatest in the Kingdom of heaven.”

One more eloquent extract in conclusion ; which, by the way, will illustrate
the author’s sceptic views of our Saviour’s true nature; and it is the most
beautiful passige in the work. Jesus is just supposed to have expired on the
cross:

“ Rest now in thy glory, noble initiator. Thy work is completed ; thy
divinity is established.  Fear no more to see the edifice of thy efforts crumble
through a flaw. Henceforth, beyond the reach of frailty, thou shalt be present,
from the height of thy divine peace, in the infinite consequences of thy acts.
At the price of a few hours of suffering, which have not even touched thy great
scul, thon hast purchased the most complete immortality. For thousands of
years the world will extol thee. Banner of our contradictions, thou wilt be the
sign around which will be fought the fiercest battles. A thousand times more
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living, a thousand times more loved since thy death than during the days of
thy pilgrimage here below, thou wilt become to such a degree the corner-stone
of humanity, that to tear thy name from this world would be to shake it to its
foundations.  Between thee and God, men will no longer distinguish. Com-
plete conqueror of death, take possession of thy kingdom, whither, by the royal
road thou hast traced, ages of adorers will follow thee.” D H. C

THE (BCUMENICAL COUNCIL.

Or the Council of Rome, what are we to think? It seems a strange
anachronism, a singularly mistimed attempt to restore the past, while the cur-
rents are gathering and swelling everywhere that are to introduce the future.
The very conditions that have made the Vatican Council of 1869 so unpre-
cedented in the history of all previous gatherings of the kind—the steamers
and railways that have made it possible to assemble at Rome some eight hun-
dred bishops from the cast and from the west, from the north and from the
south, are the results of the spirit of progress which the Couneil is met to de-
nounce, and of the independence, energy and self-reliance in opposition to
which it aims at establishing the inthllil;iﬁty of the Pope!

However imposing the aspect of the Council, and however widespread and
formidable the spiritual power which it represents, the very fact that it meets
at Rome ix @ proot’ that 1t eannot possibly succeed in its aims—it cannot turn
back the shadow on the dial of progress, or reduce mankind to that mental
bondage which it so audaciously aims to restore. In its moral influence, it can
hardly fail to hurt its own cause. No gift ot tongues enables the eight hun-
dred bishops even to understand one another’s speech, far less to contribute
toward the solution of a contested problem in such a way as to justify the su
hosition that they are the chosen organ of a decree of Heaven. The world
ooks on at the heterogeneous horde attempting to rebuild the tower of Babel,
and wonders alike at the audacity of their attempt, and at the simpllcity that
dreams of persuading it that it is done with the approval of Heaven! Puli-
ticians smile in their sleeve as they perceive the same coarse methods freely
used to reconcile dizcordant elements, or to smother opposing voices with which
they are snmiliar in the eircles of political life. Discerning men see in the very
attempt to vindicate the unity of the Church’s faith the evidence of deep dis-
cordance, and in the attitude and avowed sentiments of the German and French
bishops perceive the evidence that if even an apparent harmony should be
brought about, it will only intensify and vitalise the real diversity. The notion
of the papal infallibility, too, seems just as likely to repel friends as to attract
foes. The Gallicans and the Anglicans, who have such an antipathy to_the
Pope’s primacy, can surely not be expected to swallow the infallibility. Pro-
bably it is thought that any weakuess which the dogma may cause 1n these
dircetions will be more than counterbalanced by the great increase of fervour
and enthusiasm for the Church to be created among those that really believe,
or fancy they believe, that she has got an infallible head.  After all, the trans-
action has not a little of the appearance of a great hazard. The pillais on
which the Church rests, Authority and Tradition, are tottering, and a great
overawing display is got up. which may peradventure strengthen them, but
which, on the other hand, may cause them to collapse in ruin. ~ Sooner or later,
this is sure to be.  Rome cannot go on transterring to man the prerogatives of
Christ, and depositing in human cisterns the fulness of Life and Grace which
it hath pleased the Father should dwelt in Him alone; without hastening her
doom. The cup of impiety will be filled one day; and then comes her doom

Meanwhile, the Protestant world looks on calmly, but takes advantage of
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the opportunity to pray for the enlightenment of the adherents of Rome, and
to endeavour to make better known the views of those who have separated
from the communion.  Perhaps a nsetul lesson may be learned by the various
sections of the Protestant comwmunion in face of the compact and orderls oraan-
ization of Rome. The disconuceted, disorganized condition of the Retormed
Churches has not ouly given them mueh of the appearance of weakness, hut
not a little of the reality tco.  Exacting terms of eommunion, or rather of non-
communion, which have no sanction in Servipture, and frowning on all who do
not conform themselves to these terms, the Protestant Churches have been more
like a colleetion of fragments than an organic unity. It will be well i more
heed is now given to the real prineiples of church-union, and even the duty ot
mutual recognition and friendly co-operation where there may be inseparable
obstacles to thorough incorporation.—Snnday Mugazine.

PASTORAL TO THE K1RR SESSIONS AND CONGREGATIONS.

Berovep Brerurey,—I have it in charge from the Synod, to offer you
a few words of counsel on the Christian duty of adequately providing for the
support of Ordinances. It may be inferred from this direction to  <heir
Moderator, that, in the judgment of the embers of the Synod, there is need
throughout the Chuarch for a more intelligent appreciation of” this subject than
now cxists.  For some years the opinion has been gaining ground in the Synod,
until it has at length grown into conviciion, that to whatever causes it may be
traced, the Church is not fulfilling her duty in this regard. Ie is felt that,
whether measured by their ability, or compared with other Christians, or tested
by the Gospel standard, our people have not reached that degree of liberality
which is due to their Christian profession, to their position in the country. and
to the necessities of their Church.

The Moderator shrinks from the task which the Synod has thus imposed.
He might find it comparatively casy to explain and enforce the duty in question
to his own eongregation : but to issue counsels suited to the variety of opinion
and practice which prevail in our Congregations generally in respeet of sup-
sorting Ordinances,—this is a work from which he would gladly be relieved.

n attempting it, he unaffectedly casts himeelf upon the indulgence of those
whom, in the discharge of official responsibility, he i ealled upon to adidress.

The duty of consecrating money to religious uses is as clearly enjoined in the
New Testwment as is that of honesty or truthfulness. Both Jesus and the
Apostles enforced it upon their converts by the highest sanetions.  Tis obsery-
ance was deemed by them to be of the essence of religion.  Under Jewish law
the proportion of moncy to be set apart was strictly defined. A faithtul Jew
gave to religious objects a tenth of all that he possessed. The Gospel «xaets no
specified proportion.  In accord with its free spirit, it leaves it to the Christian’s
conscience to determine how much of his means he shall surrender to the «laims
of religion.  Let no man think that, by thus leaving it an open yuestion, the
New Testament sets up a lower standard of liberality under Christ, than had
been observed under Moses.  The spirit of the teaching in the Gospels points
rather to a more generous catlay ; and the instructions of the Apostles leave no
doubt that they so understood the tenor of their Master’s words.

A considerable portion of the Christian Scriptures is employed in illustrating
and enforcing this duty. The Mission and Life of Jesus are at once the em-
bodiment and the illustration of self-denying liberality : “ For your sakes Ie
became poor, that ve through Ilis poverty might be rich.” The lives of the
Apostles also illustrate and confirm it.  Both they and He were living examples
of all that they spoke and wrote upon the subject. It accords with Christ’s
being our Pattern in the spirit and practice of unselfishness, that He uttered
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the command, = Lay not up for yourselves treasares upon earth, where moth
and rust doth corrupt. and where thieves break throngh and steal: but lay up
for yormselves treasures in heaven”™  There is no way, indeed, tothe rewards of
beaven, but by a taithful use of the gitts of carth. Heavenly tieasave s as-
suredly laid up hy him who  well and generonsly employs the carthly treasnre
which Providencee bestows,  The prin('ip]v\ which will detevmtne the retiibutions
of the vich, will equally govern the vetvibutions of the poor. A num will be
reckoned with and accepted in the Last day, according to that he now hath;
not according to that he hath not. X cup of eold water only will have its
reward.””  Yea, with = the Judge of alll” the two mites of the poor widew count
for more  than thousands of pounds given by the rich man.  He casts into
the Lords Treasury of his abundance ; she gives up all her living, Not that
God thinks Lightly of the munificence ot the wealthy.  When rich men forget
not “to do good and to communicate."—= with  such cacerifices God is well
pleaseil.”™  Zaccheus stood and said unto the Lord -+ Behald, Lowd. tie half of
wy goods Tgive to the poors and if I have taken anything from any man by
talse accusation, [ restore him fourfold.”  That Jesus approved the publican’s
resolve is shown by the benediction which it ealled forth: * This day is salva-
tion come to thishouse.”  Cl anity is averse from selfishmess in all its forms.
Covetousness is represented in the New Testament ax shuatting men out of
heaven, and ax involving them in the perdition into which murderers and
adulterers sink without remedy.  So. a chief aim of the Gospel is man™ con-
version from that selt-regard and <clf-indulgence which master tallen humanity,
to a generous, philanthropie, mercitul nature.

The proportion of hi< earnings or income which a Christian should devote
to the advancement in the world of the knowledge of Christ, depends on his
ability.  From those to whom much is given, much is required.  Any man who
bhrings common senee to the interpretation of Scripture must see that a fixed
}lnmpurrimw. universally applied, would not reach cven the letier of New

Cestianent teaching, much less its spirit. . The conseeration to relipious uses by
some men of a fourth of their income, or even of one half, would he a smaller
offering. and less aceeptable to God, than the surrender, in other cases, of a
tenth. St Paul indicates the just seale of Christian giving in the order which
he sent to the Churehes of Galatin and Corinth: # Upon the first day of the
week let Every oNE oF You lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him.”
This is the written rule. Tt is fulfilled no less by those who, unable to strike a
weekly halance, lay by them in store, year by year, according to their jains or
income.  ‘The motive which impels the Christian to generosity—the impulse
wineh constrains him to make sacrifices for mankind—is that which is embodied
in the words,  Ye are not your own, for ye are bought with a price.”

We exhort you, beloved brethren, to apply these general principles to your
own character and practice. We do so the more, because they are the principles
by which you will be tested and dealt with, in the Last day.  How many of’
you make a conscience of giving? How many sit down for the purpose of
measuring by the gifts which they reccive ¢ from above,” the extent of theie
responsibility to lay out money for the poor and for the advancement of reli-
won?  Few amongst us strive against their native selfishness,  Fow set them-
stlves the selfidenying standard of Christian piety. May it not, indeed, be
fearced that some of those who “ name the Name of Christ” in the Sucrament
of the Supper, are going down to the grave laden with the frightful guilt of
* covetosness which is idolatry *7 Those who © watch for your souls” feel that
at least there are grounds for urging upon you self-examination in regard to
this solemn matter. It cannot be safe for any man whom God blesses with com-
petence, mueh less for him to whom plenty is vouchsafed, to add stock to stock,
store to store, farm to farm, and at the same to grudge to the poor the help
which they need 5 or to refuse to sustain those Christian Ordinances by which
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his household are blesced ; or to withhold the means of sending to neglected ones
the Gospel of Love. We fear for the safety of such a man; “ How dwelleth
the love of God in him "

The adequate support of Ordinances is that ezpecially which we, at this
time, ask you to provide for. God has blessed you, for the most part, with
sufliciency. Many of you enjoy abundance. In respect of ability to give,
there is no church in Canada beyond you. This you will readily allow. Not
less certain is it that there exists amongst the members and adherents of the
Church generally, any indisposition to provide suitably for their clergy. Lonyg
and costly is the preparation which these men undergo ere they are ordained
to the Sacred office.  Lavorious and self-denying is the work to which they
devote themselves.  Yet the instances are rare in which they are s fliciently
provided for.  To our shame, be it said, most of them are expected to be satis-
fied with the barest maintenance, while very many are even pinched by
poverty.

Consider these grave facts in the light of your many blessings. Take a
Scriptural view of the responsibility which presses on you as citizens, as parents,
as communicants, to foster, in your respective neighbourhoods, the Church and
Ordinances of the Redeemer.  Remember that * the Lord hath ordained that
they which preach the Gospel, should live of the Gospel.” The Christian pri-
vileges whicﬁ)x you have inherited from your fathers, are worthy of being trans-
mitted to your children, and, throngh them, to the generations following. They
ought to be dear enough to you to call forth, fr their support, alarge liberality,
and, if need be, even great sacrifices. Consideration for the spiritual interests
of vourselves and your houscholi’s should bave weight with you here ; not te
speak of the interests of the population at large.  We invoke you, withhold not
the needed support for maintaining in your several parishes, Gospel Ordinances.
Do this adequately. Do it even generously. Do it also cheertully. « He that
soweth liberally shall reap liberally.” Prove yourselves worthy descendants of
those noble sires who, at the cost of not only money, but of their own blood
also, laid the foundations of the Reformed Church of Scotland. Emulate the
devotion of those loyal self-denying men who, in later years, sent forth their
money, their ministers, and their missionaries, that in this far-off colony, the
sons of Scotland might enjoy the ordinances of Christianity in the pure and
simple form in which they had been observed in the land of their fathers.  For
this object the shlllings and pence of humble Scotchmen, and, less often, the
pounds of the Great, have been contributed these many years. Even still, the
Church in Canada is the recipient of Scottish bounty. But they who bestow
are, for the most part, less able to give than we who receive.  All honour to
those in the Oid I‘Aand who make willing sacrifices that there may be perpetuated
in Canada the Faith and Ordinances which are mutually dear to them and us'
But let us whose barns are filled with plenty, whose homesteads are surrounded
with fertile lands, whose stores of merchandise yield ample incomes, whose
manufactures are already a source of enrichment to many, whose ships float on
lake and river, and on almost every sea—let us do our uty, honouring the
Lord with our substance and with the first-fruits of all our increase.  Let us see
to it that the Ordinances of the Gospel are liberally sustained in our settled
parishes and stations. Let us also look with kindly, loving eye toward those
remote portions of the country where the people live in destitution of the
means of grace ;—where the aged forget the God and Church of their fathers,
and the young grow up in ignorance of the Holy Scriptures, and of the way of
life in Jesus Christ our Lord. Let our Cities become centres of energetic
Missionary movenments.  Let our whole people wake up to a sense of the re-
sponsibility which rests upon the Church to do for the outlying and other desti-
tute districts of Canada, what the people of Scotland out of their comparative
poverty, yea and beyond their power, once did for us. ’
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The progress and present position of the Church of Scotland in this Country
are largely due to those ministers who, in the year 1854 surrendered. of their
own free-will, a part of their share in the Clergy Reserve Funid for the sake of
providing for cach of their successors in the ministry a small endowment.  The
sacrifice which these honoured men thus made, yielded the chiet outlay which
has been incurred by the Synod, since that time, for Church extension.—
Ministers were the ereators of that Fund by which, with inconsiderable contri-
butions from the laity year by :ear, the Church has been enabled to advance
her position to previously unoccupied posts.  The growth of the Church has
outstripped  the wise and worthy provision which this Fund  thus supplied.
Some years ago its custodians were obliged, practically, to reduce the annual
allowancv to each minister from 200 to 2150. At this time they find them-
selves constrained to withhold from nearly forty ministers the help which their
older brethren receive.  For this emergeney it behoves you to provide; the
more, that the larger number of these torty ministers are, of all their brethren,
in greatest need ot help. It is probable, as has been lately forshadowed, that
permanent relief will be sought to be supplied by the ereation of a Iome

fissionary Fund, scparate and distinet from the Temporalities’ Fund. Whether
this change shall be effected, it will be for the Synod of 1870 to determine.
This at least is clear, that, in these eircumstances, you owe it to the Chuieh and
to yoursclves, to make provision, first ot all, for the pressing wants of vour
under-paid clergy 5 secondly, tor the extension of Ordinances to those who are
destitute.  This two-fold obligation we press upon your earnest consideration.
We ask you whether, in view of your early training and present privileges, as
well as of the bounties which Providence has bestowed upon you, you are
willing to allow the Church which has so long cared for yourselves and your
children, to fail in its great mission to this country for lack of that belp which
it is in your power to afford 2 'We ask vou whether, with the means which God
places at your disposal, you are content that the Church to which you belong
shall remain the lowest of all the Churehes around you in the seale of” Home
Missionary contribution ?  'We ask you further, whether, in view of the exten-
sion of Canadian settlements to the territories of the far West, and the certain
migration thither of many families and people belonging to the Church of
Scotland, you are prepared to let them go there untollowed, and to live unblessed
by the Ministry and Ordinances to which they are loyally attached 7 Rather,
will you not rise to a sense of the opportunity for doing zood which God now
sets before you ?—emulating the zeal and liberality of your Christian neigh-
bours 7 Is there any reason why other Churches in this country should exceed
in ecclesiastical liberality the Church of Scotland ?  Are the members of other
Churches more able to give than you? Are their farms larger than yours, or
their crops more abundant?  Are their merchants and manufacturers richer,
their mechanics more skilled, their laborers more muscular, energetic, thrifty ?
Or, are they more distinguished by Christian intelligence and education than
rou ?

Shall we then put it down to lack of regard for the Church or of loyalty to
her interests, that you fall behind in this work of the Lord ?  This can scarcely
be charged against you.  Witness your noble effort to place our University and
* School of the Prophets ” beyond all danger of decay ; yea more, to raise it to
a position of capacity and influence worthy of its Ecclesiastical and Scottish
connection!  The prompt liberality which you have displayed, and the sacri-
fices which not a few of you have made on this behalf, in response to the Synod’s
appeal, encourage us to believe that you will not be found wanting in that which
is even more vital to the existence and progress of the Church, the adequate
sapport of Ordinances, and the augmentation of Evangelistic work by active
Missionary agency. . . i

T'hat you may apprehend the more readily how great a privilege it is to give
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of your means for these noble ohjects, study the Life of Him who left yon an
example * that ye should follow His steps”  Remember that He consented to
poverty for vour enrichment, underwent suffering in order to your relict” from
sorrow. « ndured the death of the eross that you might live the lite everlasting.
Remember Lkewise, that His poverty, sufterings, death, are to be not only
gloried i as securing on your behalt’ pardon and peace and heavendy blessed-
ness, but that they are also to he taken by you as the Pattern of your <pirit and
conduct.  Yon too are ealled, as was He, to make sacrifices for others.—to deny
yoursclves and to take up your cross daily,—that sinners, through your means,
may he brought into peace with God, and into the love and fellow<hip ot Ilis
Son.  Take up the Gospels and pomier the selifaerificing examples and teach-
ings which they record. Study the Aets and Letters of” the Apostles,and learn
from these your duty to the Church, to the Ministry, and to Mankind.

The age demands a pure Gospel.  The emisxaries of error are carnest in
their attemte to subvert the Faith as it is in Jesus. The apostles ot supersti-
tion and of otherwise corrupt forms of’ Christianity, are incessant and unserupu-
lous in their efforts to turn the  faithful from the simplicity of the Gospel.
Worldliness, setting in upon the domain of the Church with unerring and fatal
flow, threatens to overwhelm her choicest spiritual enclosires.  Fieree is the
onslaucht which the enemies of truth and godliness are making upon those who
are striving to hold to “ the Faith which was once delivered unto the saints.”
In this country, no less than in those lands where Christianity and civilization
were cradled. ervor, superstitution, worldliness and viee combine their forees
against the progress of the pure, living, soul-saving influences of’ the Gospel of
Jesus.  Have you, beloved  brethren. no responsibility in this regard 7 That
which will most tell against these pernicious and destruetive prineiples is the
faithful maintenance of Christian Ordinances and Guodly piety,—a stimple wor-
ship, a plain carnest utterance from the pulpit of the Gospel message to man-
kind, faithfulness in teaching to the young the Holy Scriptures, together with
that admirable compend of’ Christian doctrine the Shorter Catechism, a prayerful
reading, in the family and in the closet, of the Buok of books, the  culuvation
of a living holiness through fellowship with Christ, and through works of taith
and love.  The Sabbath, the Chureh, the Bible, the family Altar—the<e are the
bulwarks which can alone successtully resist the inroads upon socicty of infidelity,
of superstition, of selfishness, of intemperance, of ungodliness. Much have
youin your power. Arise! Mect mantully the enemies of the truth.  Hold
fast, without wavering, the profession of your Faith. Scek, in carnest prayer,
the promised teaching and help of the Holy Ghest. Shut not your eyes against
the light, but walk in'it.  Then shall you know the will of’ God, and knowing
it, shall do it.  Your reward is sure. In your own conscience—in the convie-
tion that you are doing your duty—you shall have your reward. In the
evidence which the prosperity of the Church shall furnish that vou are fulfiling
the work and will of your Father in Heaven, you shall have your rewin ! And
when your Lorp shall come, and call for an account ot your Steward:hip,
great, unspeakable will be the joy which will fill your hearts as yvou hear his .-
proving words, * Well done, good und faithful servants !” ¢ Forasmuch as ye
have done it unto one of the least of My brethren, ye have done it unto Me.”

* Now the God of Peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus,
that Great Shephera of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting cove-
nant, make you perfeet in every goold work to do 1lis will, working in vou that
which is well pleasing in His sight, throngh Jesus Christ ; to Whom  be glory
for cver and ever.  AMEN.”

Joux JexkiNs, D.D., Moderator of Synod.

Given in MONTREAL, and within Saint Puaul's Church there, on this eiyhth day
of December, eighteen hundred and sixty-nine years,
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BRITISH COLUMBIA.

Eccresiastican Liseravity.—Christ  Church (Episcopal) Vietoria,
Vancover Island, was entirely destroyed by fire on the evening of first Octuber.
It was the oldest chureh in the colony, and had stood up as a prominent land-
mark =ince 1556, The fire commeneed under the wall of the ¢haneel on the
northern side. made its way up between the outside boards and the plaster, and
burst on the roof'about 8 p.m.  The brillianey of the conflagration lighted u
the waters of the Puget Sound.  Although several thousand people :\ssvmhlc({:
it was impossible to save the building.

The Roman Catholice priest was the first to discover the flame and sound the
alarm, and when the tlames were raging, the office-beares of the Scottish
Presbyterian Church stepped forward and invited the Dean (the Bishop being
abeent in England) to conduet hix service in theireapacions and heautitul huild-
ing.  The ofter wis cordially aceepted, and thus, to the people of Victoria, the
novel sight has been presented of Episcopal Ordinances being regularly dis-
pensed 1n a Preshyterian Church.

We trust that the day will soon come when Preshyterian Ordinances may
also be vecasionally dispensed in an Epireopal Church.

T. SOMERVILLE.

NEWS OF THE CHURCH.

Arrivals.—\We are happy to notice the return to his native land, of the
Rev. Robert J. Cameron, of New Glasgow.  Me. Cameron, after taking 2 num-
ber of sessions in the Truro Seminary, entered the University of Glasgow
during the session of 1862-3. and, atter completing a full course of Arts and
Theology, was licensed and ordained by the Presbytery of Glasgow. Mr.
Cameron was a man of mark during his College days.  Not only does his name
occur in the list of prizes, but other honours were conferred upon him; and
among them we would notice the fact that his fellow Divinity Students choee
him as their agent in that district ot the city mision in the city of Glasgow
occupred and wrought by them. His success in this field of labour was mani-
fested in the parting gifts presented by those poor people to whom he ministered,
on his departure from their midst. Thus truined and thus prepared, Mr.
Cameron has returned to take the appointment of interim assistant to Dr.
Donald of St. John, and Missionary to Ex;thcsay. We congratulate the young
Minister on receiving so important a sphere of labour, and we also congratulate
the good churchmen of St. John on securing the services of one so well quali-
fied, as we feel assured Mr. Cameron is, to enter upon the duties of this
mrportant sphere. We are delighted to find Mr. Cameron in good health and
g0 enthusiastic in his new profession.  May Le long be sparcd to work for the
Master.

Mr. McCunn also returned in the same steamer. ' We understand he has not
been very successful in’inducing Gselic Ministers to come out to our vacant
Galic congregations.  The fact is that the supply at home is not sufficient for
Scotlaud itsclf. But why ask well-known men to come out at a venture ?
Why, for instance, does not one of the vacant congregations send a direct Call
tosuch a man as the Rev. Jas. MeDonald, of Oban, a clerygyman whom
every man in Nova Scotia respects?  This would mean more than any number
of general appeals.

St. Matthew’s, Halifax.—This Congregation has decided that an
assistant is needed by the minister, at least while the 78th Highlanders are in
Halifax. This Regiment is Presbyterian, with the exceptior of about
60 or 70 men of all other denominations, and as the two companies now
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in St. John, New Brunswick, are to be repliced next month by a detach
went of tae Sith, the full strength will be stationed in Halifax as long as
they are in the Dominion.  The sum allowed by Government for Chaplain’s
services to them ig very trifling, but whatever it amounts ic. the Congregation
receives it as part of its revenue from seat rents.  Mr. Grant proposed an
arrangement by which he himselt” would have to pay about half of the salary
of the assistant 1 but the Congregation unanimously refused to allow him do so,
and instead, took the entire burden on themselves. Hereatter, there will be
service in St. Matthew’s torenoon, afternoon, and evening. No otker Preshy-
terian Church in the city has afternoon service. We understand that My,
Grant has secured as bis assistant, Mr. J. Fraser Campbell. of Baddeck, C. B.,
who returned from Scotland last December, where he had studied cight years
previously, and that the new arrangement will begir next month.

Our Vacant Congregations, and our Prospects of Supply.—.
It is discouraging to be told that perhaps never since 1845 had we so many
vacancies within our bounds as there are now, and akso that we have almost as
little likelihood now as then of receiving winiders from Scotland.  But we are
cheered when we count upthe number of our own youngen who are studying for
the sacred office, at various schools of learning, and know that scveral of these
are aided by the Young Mens’ Scheme or bursary fund.  There are Messrs. 1.
Campbell and 8. Rugsell at Queen's College, Kingston : Mr. A. Nicholson at
Princeton : and Messrs. Geo. Murray and J. Sutherland at Glasgow University.
Ther~ are several others studying in Scotland, such as Mr. D. H. Cogswell at
Edinburgh, and Mr. Eneas Gordon at Glasgow, who we earnestly trust will
veturn to us when they are licensed to preach the Gospel.  Aud beides all
these, there are at least three or four young gentlemen now going through their
Arts course at Dalhousie College, who have the winistry in view as their life
work, and who are highly esteemed by all who know them. Why should we
ask Scotchmen to leave their fatherland to preach to us?  Are our own you
men unwilling to serve the Lord as ministers to His flock 2 Let the chur?:ﬁ
encourage the young inen, help them, treat them justly, pray for them and
with them. and we %elieve that rumbers more will come jorward—and that
our Zion will be built up.

Bazaar.—The Scholars of the Sunday School in St. Andrew’, Ialifax,
intend to hold a Bazaar during Easter weck. for the purpose of making an ad-
dition to the number of volumes in the library. They would therefore ask the
friends of the church in the city and elsewhere to give them whatever assist-
ance, either in work or material, they may feel disposed. The following are
the n~mes of the Committee who will receive such donations as may be sent:
Mrs. \ 7. H. Bauld ; Miss Mitchell : Miss Annie Thouspson ; Miss Kate Thompson :
Miss Koo, Miss Grant; Miss Bauld; Miss Reeves.

Presentation.—(n the evening of the 12th ult, the 8. 8. Teachers in
connection with St. Matthew’s Church, presented their Superintendent, Mr.
Murdoch M. Lindsay, with an clegant Family Bible, to mark their appreciation
of his labours in the management of their school, which is the largest within the
bounds ot the Synod, if not the largest in the Dominion Church. This act of
kindness affords us very great delight, as we know personally Mr. Lindsay’s
value, not only to the Sunday School, but also to the congregation. He is the
Minister’s right-hand man, and he has contributed in no sma]rdogroc in making
both the Sunday School and congregation what they are.  We congratulate
Mr. Lindsay in having the best staff’ of teachers in the city of Halifax, and on
having mented their sympathy and esteem.



THE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 53

Walltee.—The ladies of St. Matthew’s Church had a tree illuminated
and adorned with a variety of useful and fancy articles on New Year's eve. The
«am realized was about $185—a groadly sum consivering the unfavorable state
of the weather and roads.  The ladies would take this opportunity to tender
their sincere thanks to those who patronised the Tree, and to the friends in
TLaditax who, through Mr. Allan Ross, gave zuch hberal donations.

Musquodoboit.—The Bible Classin connection with Rev. Mr. MeMillan's
congrewation, Little River, Musquodoboit, is very largely attended this winter.
The number on the rollis 66, and the average attendancee so far is 83 On the
first of Jannary, the members of the elass presented their pastor with an exeel-
lent set of carriage harness.  Considering the state of the roads this winter, no

resent could be more opportune. It is the second present of the kind that hag
{:vcn given him since his settlement at Little River, while the New  Antrim
section contributed sleigh-robes, &e. The ladies are now engaged in gathering
materials for a Bazaar, as will be seen by advertisemnent.  This congregation
takes now 36 cupics of the Record, and just as the list goes up, so do their
contributions to the schemes of the Church increase. This connection is as
invariable as a law of nature.  How can people be expected to give if they
don’'t know what they are giving for!  And what can be more absurd than to
think that people will send out Missionaries to the heathen. andgive liberally
to keep them there, and pray for them day and night, when they won't even
read the letters they write 7~ One letter from one of our Missionaries is surely
worth the half dollar that is the cost of the Record for a year.

Fredericton, N. B.—An organ has been placed in the Metropolitan
Chureh in New Brunswick. The whole congregation is agreed that it has
caused a great improvement in the music.  This is now the fourth congregation
in connection with the Church of Scotland in New Brunswick tiat has intro-
duced instrumental music as an aid to its praise in the Sanctuwry. We are
sorry to learn that the Rev. Dr. Brooke has not succeeded yet in obtaiung an
assistant as successor to Rev. F. R. MacDonald.

Chatham, N. B.—A correspondent writes us as follows :— The Christ-
mas.Bazaar held by the voung ladies of St. Andrew’s congregation here, tor
the purpese of liquidating the debt on the church, was a great success. The
hall was beautifully decorated with evergreens.  The walls were festooned with
three rows of boughs tastefully intertwined.  The upper part of the hall vas
spanned by a triumphal arch, on which were the words, wrought with spruce
twigs and needle-work, ¢ Merry Christmas and Happy New Year’ Behind the
arch. the Union Jack and Stars and Stripes crossed each other wnd rested on
the Roval Standard.  When the tables were spread and the gas li, the whole
looked Tike a fairy scene.  On the second evening, the Reve Win, Wilsan rose
and in appropriate terms thanked the ladies for their exertions, and the people
for their patronage, and announced that the object of the bazaar had been ac-
complished. the amount realized being #1000, Trade is dull at this scason,
but the people were determined to wipe off the debt, and they did it well. You
boast of the liberality of St. Andrew’s, Halifax, but the people of St. Andrew’s,
Chatham. it they have not as long purses, have as warm and willing hearts, and
ready hands, and as intense a love for the Church of their Iathers as the best
XKirk men in Nova Scotia.”  Well done, Chatham !

Nashwaak and Stanley, N. B.—We are happy to learn that the Rev.
Mr. Fogo is labouring successfully in this charge. The difficulties he has to
overcome, owing to its extent, and on various other accounts, are considerable,
bat he meets these with cheerfulness. and is gradually overcoming them.  The
people Lave hauled his winter’s fuel as a token of their kindly fecling, and bave
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otherwise showed their appreciation of his labonrs. While glad to clvonicle
from time to time so many tokens of regard coming from the people to their
ministers.  we cannot  avoid the remark that we  trust none forget that the
greatest possible kindness is to do justly to those who are set over them in the
Lord.  Pay your debts before giving presents, is a good rule.  We could not
help thinking of this when reading the notes on Preshyterial examinations in
last month's Record, and noting that in almost every case there was the same
tale of “ arrear<”  Considering the immense salaries that are prondsed, perhays
it is no wonder that the whole amount is not paid.  Justice, Christian men and
women, justice !

St. Andrew’s, N. B.—The Rev. P. Keay, at the New Year time. was
made the recipient of several kind presents from the members of his congresa-
tion; and Mre. Keay had the pleasure of receiving trom them an excellent
sewing machine. At a hymn-practising  of the Sabbath school music class.
attended by the congregation, the organist of the school—Miss  Margaret
Mowatt—was presented with a church pocket Bible with suitable inscription.
and a portmonnaie with $12.50 iuit.  Our correspondent writes, ~ We have
had great delight in our hymmn practisings. and much success. T believe a
good library and 2 good hymn class, at whieh teachers and musieal members of
the congregation are present, will inerease the numbers. the interest. and the
advantages of a Sabbath school anywhere.  Of the permaneney of these ad-
vantages. I need refer to no better proof than this, that after three months
intervals I found words and music as clear and correct and ready in the minds
of the scholars as when 1 ceased regular practising.  For immediate and heart-
stirring power. such a class is more powerful than ecatechismal exercises. In
short, 1t combines all influences.”

Death of William Mckenzic, .Down, of Salt Springs, Pictou
Co.—Mr. McKenzie being widely and faveurably known, deserves more than
a passing notice.  His death. which followed on an illness of only a tew days.
has cast a deep gloom over the community, and the large concourse of people
that followed his remains to their last resting place, testificd to the high and
deserved exteem in which he has been held. Iiis frank. candid, cheertul and
generous disposition endeared him to all who had the pleasure of his acquaint-
ance.  Ie was sincere, faithful, and trusty as a friend: he was zealous, active.
and liberal as a church member: and while charitably  disposed  towarnds all
Christian denominations, he was always firm and unswerving in his attachment
to the Kirk of Scotland.  He wasa man of sineere. nnobtrusive piety, much
admiring. and  much conforming to the Golden Rale. » Do 1o others as vou
would that they should do to you”  He was much given to hospitality, and not
forgetful to entertain strangers. He died on the morning of the 22nd January.
leaving a widow. eight children, and a largre cirele of relatives and acquaint-
ances to mourn a Joss not soon or easily to be repaired.

Death of a Missionary.—We notice. with deep regret. the death of the
Rev. Donald Morrison, one of the Mussionaries of the sister Preshyvterian Church
to the South Seas.  He died at Onchunga. New Zealand, in the prime of life,
having only reached his 41st year.  The Mission, on which we now look as
partly ours. will suffer tfrom this unexpected loss: but its friends must not be
downcast : another will bhe raised up to fill the vacant post.

£ ~ As the list of subseribers to the 8t. Andrew's Building Fund, noticed in
last month’s Record, was given {rom memory. a mistake occurred.  James
"Thompson, Esq.. contributed $250—not 3150.
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LIGHT OF THE WORLD.

Lieut of the world! to thee I come.
All dark with sin I am;
Yet is thy light my childhood's home,
Long losi: now through the earth 1 roam
A stranger, wearily.

Though I am dark, thou seest me,
And knowest all my sin;

I cannot hide one thought from thee—

Nor would I, Lord! O search and see
All that lies hid within!

Tnless 1 know my Father knows
The worst that I have done,

How can I bear the love he shows?

How take the gifts that love bestows
On =uch a guilty one?

My Father. lo, all doubting dies!
I Inow that thou canst sec.
Outspread before thy glorious eyes
My present, past, and future lies;
And yet thou lovest mel W. C. D.

THOUGHTS BY BY THE WAY.

«Tue English and Americans cant beyond all other nations,” says Emer-
on.  One has only to listen to members of different denominations talking, and
hen observe their acts—observe them going and not doing likewise, to believe
‘. Supposc that it is well meant, that it is only French politeness extended
o the sphere of religion, but to a plain man it is not pleasant, not wholesome.
A\ Frenchman to whom you have just been introduced, professes himself wil-
Jing to ~serve you, to die for you if need be. but ask him to sacrifice for your
weessities his pocket. his dinner, or his national prejudices in the very least.
and he censiders you very ill-bred to take him at his word. But this isn't so
3ad as when we find it in religious talk.  Friend A cries out *all for Jesus”
put he gives 31000 nat for the necessity but for the glorification of the sect, and
ue-tenth of the sum for Jesus. Friend B says to one of a different denomi-
“Bation, * we are all the same.” but does a single act prove that he believes it ?
e are surfeited with that kind of talk now-a-days. If we are not prepared
Ao prove that we mean it, were it not better that we should cultivate the grace
-gt holding our tongues ¥

R S

il becoming tco much the custom to measure the religion of a man or a
meregation by the talking power displayed at Charch meetings. This is a
Aycoil from the old state of things in which the minister, and it may be a very
@d Elder. were the only persons who ever spoke, although dozens of intelli-
ent Christian men might be present.  From this absurdity the Church is being
clivered. and the danger now i, that where there is no voice there may be
ought to be no religion, and vice verse.  This would be a more grievous error
an the old one. Readiness to “ engage in prayer ™ publicly, is no infallible
%t of religion, nor is slowness or unwillingness to take part a sure sign of
firitual deadness.  Too often, on the contrary, where there is much talk,
Fere is nothing else.  Lach of us has only a certain amount of spiritual
Atality. and it is quite possible to exhaust it all in fervent harangues.  When-
‘#ker we give utterance to any fine sentiment, we ought at once to subject
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ourselves to some practical test, that we may make sure that we arc not deceive
ing ourselves. A money test may be a coarse one, but it is an ever ready and
sufficiently searching one to the average Briton or American.  Let him ask
himself, »do 1. who pray and talk so readily of the love of Jesus, give even
as much for lis cause and His poor az every Jew was obliged under the old
law to give,—two fifteenths of my yearly income ?”

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.

FOREIGN MISSION FUND.

Recd. from Alex. Fraser, (Culloden)amount
of bequest of the late John Fraser, (Cul-
loden), St. Paul's, E. River....... 820 00

Rec'd frum Norman McKeunzie, Pictou,
per W. . Penaer (being part of the

proceeds of a Bazaary ... ...... 050
Nachwaak and Stanley, 86 NB. cy.

and 2p.c.prem........... ..., 612

Rev. Mr. Wilson, collections at—

Tabusintac . ..8292
Burnt Church. 585
St. Andrew's, Chatham.. ... 19 60
828 37
Premium of exchange. . 068

— 2905

855 67

Also,—from East Brench, East Ri-
ver, 1 webb klannel.
Jas. J. BREMNER, Treas.
Halifux, Feb. 2, 1870.

YOUNG MENS’ SCHEME.

Paid John M. Sutherland, student, 850 v0
* George Murray, student,..... 50 00
Rovk. McKexzie, Treas.
Pictow, Jan. 31, 1860.
Received from Alex. McLean. West Branch,
River John, for missionary ser-
VICOS. . it i 837 384
Rec’d. from Rev. W. McMillan for
missionary services, Pictou Island 6 50
Rovk. McKrexzig, Treas.
Pictou, Jan. 31, 1870.

[CornreTion.—The sums acknowledged
in last No. tfrom Cape John and Barney's
River, should have been credited to the
Home Missionary Service Fund, instead of
the Young Mens’ Scheme.—Ep.}

The Rev. Mr. Brodie of Gairloch, West
River, desires to acknowledge receipt of
the following sums:—

Larttown and West Branch River

John, for communion services . .83 00

Earltown, for missionary services.. 25 854

Collection at Earltown............ 12 00
Special col. at W. B. River John... 476

Do.  at Rogers"Hill........ 410
J. McKenzie, Elder.......... veeee 075
C. McKenzice.oovuoiennnn.. . 025

CASH RECEIVED FOR *“MONTHLY

RECORD."]

G. McNeil, Chatham, Miramichi ..$16 00
D. Small, Charlottetown, PEI .... 1000
W. Sutherland, 6-m Brook, Pictou 5 00
D. McLeod, Belfast, P.E.[..... ... 950
Do. for P. ﬁicholsoxy, Orwell....... 300
Do. on old accounts.. ...... .... 241

Rev. ;. W, Stewart, 5t. Peter's Rd,

PE Lo 712}
Do. for Alex. McBeath. .......... 750
John Gray, Hopewell, W.B. E.K... 450
Do. for Big Brook.... ........ .. 300
Alex. MclLean, Elder, W.B. R.John, 500
W. Munro, West River, Pictou ... 400
R. Purves, Tatamagouche......... 500
Donald McKay, Wallace. ........ 10 00
Rev. G. M. Grant, for Rev. D. Mc-

Rae, St. John’s, NF............ 12 00
John McKay, Millville, Pictou 8 50
Wm. McPhail, Orwell Head, PEL.. 5 50
Chas. M. Murray, Boston ........ 100
J. Paton, Bank BNA., New York.. 100
John C. Thompson, Quebec. . ... .. 100
Hector McKenzie. Albion Mines... 16 00
Rev. Mr. Thompson, for Rev. Mr.

Wilkins, Truro.. ... ........... 1000
J. McEachern, Charlottetown, for

DeSable, PEL. ................. 350
G. McLean, for Rev. Mr. McWilliam,

Georgetown, PEL.... ........ 247

Do. for W. Finlay, New Perth, PEI 4 50
Rev. J. Campbell, for Alex McEach-

ran, Boom, River Dennis, CB... 062
Do. for Rev. D. McCurdy, Dart-

mouth............ ........ ... 062
Rev. A. Ross, Harbour Grace, N..

(per Jas. Thompson. Halifax)... 062}
Rev. Mr. Dickie, Sheet Harbour .. 0623
Charles S. Muir, Shelburne ... .. (062}

Rev. J. Robertson, Tabusintac, NB. 030

Alex A. McLean, Earltown ... .. 0 623
Georlie McNeil, Chatham. NB, for
D). McNaughton. Black River... 100

Halifax—Mrs T. Hosterman, $1.25; Angus
McLeod, 81.87}; James Taompson, Mrs.
Malcolm, T. Wier, E. Reeves, J. Greenaway,
J. Watt, J. Reeves, Capt. Taylor, C. Fletch-
er, J. McCulloch, E. .Janes, J. E. Hoster-
man, H. Sutherland, W". Bickers, S. Thomp-
son, James Fraser, Mrs. Brim, Mrs. Suther-
therland—624 cents, each; Mrs. W. Law-
son, 50 cents.
W. G. PENDER, Sec'y.
Emp nt Office,
Halifaz, lz}:b. b, 1870.



