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from which the excess of oil
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Is absolutely pure and
it is soluble.

.
No Chemicals
are used in its preparation. It
has more than three times the
strength of Cocoa mixed with
N Btarch, Arrowroot or Bugar,
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fshing, strengthening, BASILY
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Sold by Grocers everywhere.
W.BAKER & CO., Dorchester, Mass.
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REV. JAMES GILMOUR, M.A.

( London Mission, Peking.)

Cloth, Illustrated, Gilt Edges. - =+ = Price 90 cents.

This book should be in every school library. The writer is a man of fervent missionary
enthusiasm. A reviewer of the book in the Spectator wrote : “The newness and value of the
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Examinations on the Inductive
Study of the Bible.

Many Bible students will be glad to learn
that arrangements have been going on for some
time for having a series of written examina-
tions on Bible topics. It was coutemplated
at first to have these in connection with the
American Institute of Biblical Study, which, for
some time, has conducted such examinations,
and which we believe a large number of persons
in the Presbyterian and Baptist Churches have,
to a considerable extent, adopted. It was
felt, however, that it would be much better to
have these examinations conducted upon an
entirely Canadian plan.

We have no narrow jealousy of any interna-
tional study of the Bible or of general litera-
ture as carried out by our Chautauqua and
Sunday-school system, but it was felt that our
people rally more enthusiastically and patrioti-
cally around examinations conducted in one of
our own intellectual centres. Such a centre is
the new Victoria, so successfully inaugurated
in Toronto. The learned Chancellor, Dr. Bur-
wash, has kindly consented to prepare exam-
ination papers on the Book of Acts and the
Books of Ezra and Nehewmiah, which will form
the topics of Sunday-school study for the latter
pa L of this year and the beginning of next.
<aminations for the city of
'oronto will tase place on two evenings in the
latter part of April, at Victoria College. Two
‘apers, requiring about two hours each, will be

repared.
LOCAL EXAMINATIONS,

In order to make the advantage of these ex-
amint®ions as widespread as possible, it is
arran;cd that local examinations be held
wherever a uumber of persons desire to take
up the systematic and inductive study of the

Books of Acts, Ezra, and Nehemiah. It is
hoped that the ministers in charge or Sunday-

school superintendents will kindly act as
examiners, to whom papers will be sent in sealed
packets ; examinations to be held simultane-
ously throughout the country. If pastors or
superintendents can undertake to give aid in
the study of these books in the way of weekly
Bible classes, it will be, we are sure, of great
advantage to both teacher and taught,

Rev. A. M. Phillips, B.D., who has given
special attention to the promotion of Bible
study, has consented to act as secretary and
treasurer, to whom applications shall be made
for nrolment in the plan for examination,
and to whom the fee of twenty-five cents,
for examination papers, cost of stage,
and the like, shoum be sent. \\P: ‘h‘og
that Sunday-school teachers, superintendents,
and senior scholars will take note of this
fact, and write to Rev. A. M. Phillips,
29 Laclid Ave., Toronto, for information, and
at once enter upon the course of study. For
each examination a certificate will be issved,
and after a three or four yeurs' course of
study, a handsome diploma will be presented.
We hope that very many of our readers will
endeavor to procure such certificates and
diploma. They will be an evidence of thorough
and systematic Bible study under the inspira.
tion of a definite, rreacribed course, and in
association with a large number of earnest
students engaged in the same work. We pre-
dict great advantage to our Sunday-schools and
to the whole Church from the general adoption

i of this course of study.

Chief among the text books recommended
are the Cambridge Bible Text Book on Acts,
advanced series, price $£1.35; smaller series,
price 35 cents; and Dr. Burwash’s Notes on
Acts, in recent numbers of the Methodist
Quarterly, price 50 cents,

Archdeacon Farrar’s ‘ Life of St. Paul ” will
also be helpful, price §2.25. This may be pro-
cured in a very cheap edition, bound with his
noble *“ Life of Christ,” for $1.50,
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New Year.

There have been so many uew years and so
many old ones, that it would seem we might
cease speaking of them. But, as a matter of
fact, there is some almost intangible charm
about the sudden turn of the year and the
writing of another number. We seem to be
under a spell of thought and feeling. We are
impressed that life is going, that time is doing
its steady work. Babes are born, children are
growing into youths, youths into men and
women, men and women into old people, and
the dead are increasing in number. The touch
of the bell-rope tolls the death of the old year,
and suddenly the twelve o'clock stroke is
changed into & glad and clanging peal, as the
notes ring out on the air and rouse the sleepers,
to let them know that another year is born.

Each sensitive heart responds to the senti-
meut of joy, or sociability, or piety, and the
response is something a little brighter, or more
serious, or deeper in meaning than the words
of some previous days. when time was going at
its old regular gait. Why should we not call
the New Year a mile-stone, and count the
number on the marble post to see how far we
have come? It may help us to review a little,
and ascertain whether our wisdom has grown
with our experience and opportunities. We
may be a little more observant of the responsi-
bility that life brings, and feel a little more
keenly the loss of golden hours we have spent.

SUNDAY-SCHOUOL BANNER.

This may be all seriously done, and yet the
New Year msy be cheerfully grevtc«{, as it
ought to be, because it has actuaily come to us
with a new face and a new impulse of life. If
we can sing the cheerful Chrisimas songs, and
rejoice with the angels and the little children
over the Babe of Bethlehem, so can we greet
the New Year hopefully, and sing with the

" | old poet :

Come, let us anew
Our journey pursy
Roll round wi h t
And never stand still ti

ar,
he Master appear
Seleeted

———

Lesson Helps for 1893.

IuLostraTive NoTes. A guide to the study of
the Sunday-school lessons for 1893, including
original and selected expositions, plans of
instruction, illustrative anecdotes, practical
applications, archwological notes, library
references, maps, pictures, diagrams. By
Jessk L. Hoknsvr, D.D., and Ronerr R.
Dongrry, Ph.D. New York: Hunt &
Eaton. Cincinnati :  Cranston & Cuits.
Toronto : William Briggs. Octavo, pp. 387.
Price $1.25

For severa! years we have made practical use
of the admirable lesson notes prepared by Drs.
Hurlbut and Doherty. We find none better.
Evegything that is helpful for the comprehension
of the lesson is sedulously furniuhmE Among
these are a large number of excellent colored
maps, charts, plans, and diagrams, together
with a still larger number of admirable engrav-
ings, many of them full-page pictures of sacred
sites and scenes, which, at a glance, give more
information than pages of description.

Some idea of the amount of labor and research
expended in the preparation of these volumes,
may be given in the fact that they include les-
sons in twenty-one different books in the Bible,
and embrace almost every department of Bibli
cal literature. It is only by division of labor
that this task can be accomplished. Dr.
Hurlbut, who has contributed to almost every
International lesscn in the last twenty years,
has prepared the outlines and hints for teach
ers. That accomplished scholar, Dr. Doherty,
has written the expositions and practical
thoughts, and selected the illustrations from
over five hundred authors. How light from
every possible source is focussed upon the
sacred page! With this comprehensive cor-
mentary, for such it is, to supplement his Bible
study, and the BANNER notes, the Sunday-
school teacher will be amply furnished for his
work. The temperance n.. es and illustrations
strike us as especially vivid and strong.

The creution of such literature as this

is one of the most striking results of the
International lesson system. Of course, this
is & system in which 10,000,000 scholars and




t the
as it
to us
. If
and
ldren
greet
1 the

mon,
lored
ether
grav-
acred
more

earch
1mes,
e les-
Jible,
Bibli-
labor
Dr.
every
jears,
each-
erty,
ctical
from
from
1 the

cory -
Bible
nday -
v his
tions

SUNDAY-SCHOOL BANNER. il

teachers on this continent take part, and
cannot escape criticism. No one asserts that
it has no defects. This it is the easiest
thing in the world to point out, but it is
not 5o easy to improve. Dr. Hurlbut justly
remarks: ““To find suitable passages for ail
the departments of all schools of all the world
to study all the time, is a task that would tax
the ablest and most ingenious minds. Yet,
this is the task which has been set before the
Lesson (‘fommittee which has chosen the |

Opening and Closing Services
FIRST QUARTER.

OPENING SERVICE.
I. Silence.
il. The Doxology.
I11. The Lord's Prayer.

for this, the twenty-first successive year, and
it must be admitted that, upon the whole, it
has been well accomplished. = While no person
might approve all the selections made, yet it is
doubtful whether any Bible scholar, “or any
committee, could have given a better series of
lessoms, especially when the limitatiors and
necessities of the plan are considered.

** The International lesson system has concen-
trated the studies of many millions upon
the Bible; has given to the most remote
teachers the researches of the ablest Bible
scholars ; has awakened an interest in the
Bible, and particularly in the Old Testament,
greater, deeper, and more widespread than the
world has ever before seen ; it has promoted a
vast circulation of Bibles, of helps for Bible
study, and of works upon the Bible; has
brought to the general Church the investigation
of questions concerning the Bible which, what.
ever the immediate effect, is destined only to
make the foundations of the faith more impreg-
nable, and to cause the bulwarks and towers
of holy writ to stand more stron, ly before the
world. The Sunday-school —and not only the
Sunday-school, but also the Church—has there-
tore abundant reason to be grateful for the
Lesson System of the last twenty years. The
Sunday-schools will be slow to turn aside from
the plan which has wrought so well for another
and a different system of lessons, however sharp
may be the criticisms upon the old, and how.
ever strong the recommendations of the new.’.

—— .

Turkk was an old well in Virginia of whose
waters many soldiers drank with avidity during
the war. It was so popula: that at night it
would be dry. All the little springs, though,
would promptly go to work, each pouring a
little stream into the well, and no thirsty soldier
found an empty well in the morning. Now, it
would %rntify this ease-loving nature if one’s
stock of knowledge would supply itself, if a
teacher going into a class could be sure of a
foundation o knowledge only needing a vent at
once to bubble forth. But as yet there have
been no such self-acting knowledge springs.
We are not wells ; we are reservoirs, and they
must be filled up. There must bea pumping of
information into the reservoir to-da and to-
morrow and steadily through the week, if there
is to be an easy, a.nimnteds sparkling delivery
on Sunday,

IV. Responsive Sentences. [Psalm 119. 9-16.]

Supt. Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse
his way. d

School. By taking heed thereto according to
thy word,

Supt. With my whole heart hive I sought
thee,

School. O let me not wander from thy com
mandments.

Supt. Thy word have I hid in mine heart.

School. That T might not sin against thee.

Supt. Blessed art thou, O Lord,

School. “T'each me thy statutes.

Supt. With my lips have I declared all the
judgments of thy mouth,

School. 1 have rejoiced in the way of thy
testimonies, as much as in all riches,

Supt. T will meditate in thy precepts.

School. And have respect unto thy ways,

Supt. 1 will delight myself in thy statutes.

Schaol. T will not forget thy word.

V. Singing.
VI. Prayer.

VIL. Responsive Reading of a Scripture Les.
son,

LESSON SERVICE.

L Cluss Study of the Lesson,

11. Singing Lesson Hymn,

III. Recitation of Title, Golden Text, Out.
line, and Doctrinal Suggestion by the school in
concert,

IV. Review and Application of the Lesson,
by Pastor or Superintendent.

V. The Supplemental Lesson.
VI. Announcements (especially of the Church
service, and week-evening prayer-meeting).
CLOSING SERVICE.
I. Singing.
II. Responsive Sentences,

Supt. Now unto him who is able to do ex-
ceeding abundantly above all that we ask or
think, according to the power that worketh ir
us,

School. Unto him be glory in the Church by
Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world with-
out end, Amen,

III. Dismission,
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[NTERNATIONAL BIBLE LESSONS.
FIRST QUARTER.
ON [. RETURNING FROM THE CAPTIVITY. [Jllll. 1.

About B, C, 534, LENS

GOLDEN TEXT. The Lord thy God will turn thy captivity, and have coms

passion npon thee.

Authorized Version.

Ezra 1. 1=11.

1 Now in the first year of Cy'rus king of Per'-
«i-a, that the word of the Lorp by the mouth of
Jer-e-mi'ah might be fulfilled, the Loxrn stirred up
the spirit of Cy'rus king of Per'si-u, thut he made
a proelamation throughout all his kingdom, und
pud it also in writing, saying,

[Commit to memory cerses b, 6.}

2 Thus saith Cy'rus king of' Per'si-a, The Lown I

God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of
the earth ; and he hath charged me to build him a
house at Je-ru'sa-lem, which é in Ju'dah,

3. Who és there among you of all his l.mrlr ! his
God be with himy and let him go up to Je-rusu-
Jem, which és in Ju'dah, and build the house of
the Lowrp God of Is'ru-¢l, (he éx the God,) which é
in Je-ru'sa-lem.

4. And whosoever remaineth inany place where
he sojourneth, let the men of hix pluce help him
with silver, and with gold, and with goods, and
with beasts, b “ides the freewill offering for the
house of God tuat i in Je-ru'sa-lem.

5 Then rose up the chief of the futhers ¢
and Ben'ja-min, and the pricsts, and the
with all tkem whose spirit God had raise
up to build the house of the Lorn which é in Je-
ru'sa-lem.

6 And all they that were about them strength-
ened their hands with vessels of silver, with gold,
with goods, and with beasts, and with precious
things, besides ull that wus willingly offered.

7 Also Cy'rus the king brought forth the vessels
of the house of the Lorn, \«hicfx Neb-u-chad-nez’
zar had brought forth out ot Je-ru'sa-lem, and hud
put them in the house of his gods ;

8 Even those did Cy'rus king of Per'si-a bring
forth by the hund of Mith're-duth the treasurer,
and number them unto Shesh-baz'zar, the prince
of Ju'dah.

9 And this s the number of them: thirty char-
gers of gold, a thousand chargers of silver, nine
and twenty knives,

10 Thirty basins of gold, silver basins of a |

seeond sort four hundred and ten, and other ves-
sels a thousand.

11 All the vessels of gold and of silver were five
thousand and four hundred.  All these did Shesh-
buz'zar bring up with them of the captivity that
were brought up from Bab'y-lon unto Je-ru'sa-lem,

Deut. 50, 5.
Revised Version.

1 Now in the first year of Cy'rus king of Per’s

i-u. that the word of the Lokp by the mouth

of Jer-c-mi'ah might be accomplished, the
Lonp stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of
a, that hie made o proclamation through-
iis kingdom, and put it also in writing,
3 Thus saith Cy'rus king of Per'si-a, All
the kingdoms of the earth hath the Lonn, the

God of heaven, given me; and he hath charged
me to build him an house in Je-ru'sa-lem,
3 which is in Ju'dal.  Whosoever there s
among you of all his people, his God be with
him, and let him go up to Je ru'sa-lem, which
is in Ju'dal, snd build the house of the Lok,
the God of Is'ra-el, (he is God,) v hich is in Je-
4 ru'sa And whosoever is left, inany place
where he warneth, let the men of his place
hielp him with silver, and with gold, and with
goods, and with beasts, beside the freewill of-
fering for the house of God which isin Je-ru'sa-
lem. ‘Then rose up the heads of fathers' houses
¢ Ju'dab and Ben'ja-min, and the priests, and
the Le'vites, even all whose spirit God had
stirred to go up to build the house of the Lok
% which is in Je-ru'sa-Jem. And all they that
were round about them strengthened  their
hands with vessels of silver, with gold, with
goods, and with beasts, and with precious
things, beside all that was willingly offered.
Also Cy'rus the king brought forth the vessels
of the house of the Lorn, which Neb-u-chad-
nez'zar had brought forth out of Je-ru'sa-lem,
and had put them in the house of the gods
8 even those did Cy'rus king of Per'si-a bring
forth by the hand of Mith're-dath the treasurer,
and numbered them unto Shesh-baz'zar, the
prince of Ju'dah.  And this is the number of
them: thirty chargers of gold, a thousand
chargers of silver, nine and twenty knives ;
thirty bowls of gold, silver bowls of a second
sort four hundred and ten, and other vessels
11 a thousand. Al the vessels of gold and of sil-
ver were five thousand and four hundred. AK
these did Shesh-baz'zar bring up, when they
of the eaptivity were brought up from Bab'y-
lon unto Je-ru'sa-lem.

-T

z

TIME.—Either B, C. 538 or 536; authorities
differ. The first year of Cyrus alone, Captivity
ended. PLACES.—1. Persia; probably Baby-
fon, possibly Susa, 2. The desert between the Eu-

phrates and the Holy Land. 8. The house of
Nebuchadnezzar’s gods ** was the temple of Mero-
dach, or Bel, in Babylon. 4. “ The house of the
Lord of Israel” was Solomon’s temple, which had
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been long a heap of stones. RULERS.—1, Cy-
rus, King of Persia. 2. Sheshbazzar, the heredi-
tary Prince of Judah, and by appointment of the
Persian king ¢ Tirshatha,” or Pasha, of Jerusy-
lem, He was probably at this time a very young
man. DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION,—T),.

existence of God.  (Verses 2, 3.)

HOME READINGS.
M. Returning from captivity,
Tu. Prophecy of Jeremiuh,
W. Cyrus named. Isa, 44, 2
Th. Daniel’s prayer in captiv ¥. Dan, 9, 14-25,
F. The joyful return. Isu, 51, 1-11,
S. The Lord hath done it. Psalm 126,
S. Gospel liberty, Luke 4. 14-91,

Ezru 1.
19, 8-14,
25,

LYSSON HYMNS,
No. 147, New Canadian Hymnal,

God kindly keepeth those he loves,
No. 152, New Canadian Hymnal,

—_—

Toward what point of the compass did the cup-
tives journcy on their return ?

Tow far was Jerusalem from Bubylon ¢

What was the character of the country through
which the pilgrims pussed !

Practical Teachings,

Where in this lesson do we learn—

1. That God moves men's

2. That G
trouble ?

3. That the pros
his people?

hearts to do his will ¢
I remembers hix people in their

perity of God’s houso is ajoy to

Hints for Home Study,

1. Find the names of two high priests from whom
Ezra the scribe was descended 2

2. Find Sheshbazzar's n-lutiomhip to King Zed-
ckiah,

3. Find the name of the chief priest who re-

Once I wandered in the maze of error,
No. 133, New Canadian Hymnal,
Thou Shepherd of Israel, and mine.
DOMINION HYMNAL.

Hymns, Nos. 138, 140, 144,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS,
1. The King’s Proclamation, v, 1-4, |
Who was King of Persia !
What prophet had foretold the cull of Cyrus toq |

]

|

work for God ?
Whose downfall had Jeremial
25.12.) |
Whose deliveranee had he promised £ (ler, 20,
4. 10.)

How did the Lord bring about the fulfillment ¢

Who waus there in the court of Cyrus that was ‘
very familiar with these prophecies

What charge had Cyrus received?

How general a permission did Cyrus give to !
Tsrael 2

What were those to do who went?

What were those to do who remained

prophesied ? (Jer,

2. The Captives’ Response, v, 5-11.

turned with these men,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE
SCHOLARS,
1. The King’s Proclamation, v, 1-4,
What king is here referred to ?
Who induced the king to make a proclamution 2
In what year of his reign did this occur ?
Who had given to Cyrus his kingdom 7
What charge had the Lord given him ?
To what people was the proclamation addresscd #
What did the king bid these people to do ¢t
What command was given about t}
mained ?
Whose prophecy was thus fulfilled 2 (Sce .
29, 10-14,)

What is the promise of the GoLoex Texr?

106¢ who re-

What three classes were the first to respond
Who joined these leaders ?

How did the peoplo of the land help them 2
What offering did King Cyrus make?

Where had these vessels been kept ?

How long had they been in Babylon ? (2 Chron,

| 36, 21,
How many answered this call, and went buck to | °* 21+

Jerusulem?  (Ezrg 9, 64.) r
What beautiful story—which makes a book of

the Bible—would never have been told ifeveryone
hud gone back to Jerusalem ?

2. The Captives? Response, v, 5-11, |
Who were the “ chicf of the futhers 21 |
Whence came the desire to return to Jorusalem 7 |
What was the central purpose of their return ?

(Verse 5.)
Was Cyrus's proclamation needed ny those that

remained behind ?

What example did Cyrus set ?

Who was Sheshbazzar, or Zerubbabel §

For what part of the service were the ¢
gers,” “ basins,” and ¢ knjves " used ¥

|
|

char-

Into whose charge were the vessels given ¢
How many vessels of gold are named ?
How many of silver?

What was the number of all kinds ?

To what city were these wessels taken ?

Teachings of the Lesson,

Where in this lesson are we taught—

L. That God is to be horored above all carthly

rulers ?

2. That the kings of the earth should serve him ¢
3. That all people should serve him ?

Home Work for Young Bereans,
Find the name of the king who furnished 1}

temple of God with golaen vessels,
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The King who replenished the temple of God | Wheref In Jerusalem.

Who put it into the heart of Cyrus to do this?
The Lord.

Were the captives glad to ot Yes, glad and
thankful.

What did their neighbors give them? Much
gold and silver.

What for! To help build the Lord’s
house
QUESNTION FOR YOUNGER W did the king give them !

SCHOLARS. | of the Lord’s house.

Who had carricd these away ¢ Nebuchade
| mezzar.

with brazen vessels,
The king who bought peace by giving the ves-
~cls of the temple to his nation’s enemy.

The king in whose reign the vessels here men=

tioned were tuken from Jerusalem to Babylon.
The king who sacrilegiously used these vessels

at o banquet

The vessels

Wiho was Cyrus? The King of Persia.

Who were euptivesin Babylon ! The Jews. |

How long had they been theret Seventy ;
years, |

What had God promised by Jereuiahi  ‘Their |
return to Jerusalem.

How many were there ¢
hundred.

Five thousand four

Words with Little

ple.

Who taught Cyrus to be kind to the Jews ¢ The HAPPY THOUGHTS
Lord. ‘ God thinks about me when 1 am in trouble,
W hat did Cyrus send through all his Kingdom ! e makes others think abont me too,
A proclamation. | e sends help to me just in the right time and
What did he tell the Jews in this way ¢ That |
they might go back to Jerusalem. ’ \ Le v
What did he say the Lord had told hin to bu e im i
A house for the Lord. | With God all things are possible,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
BY ROBERT R. DOHERTY, FILD.
General Statement.

The Book of Ezra, from which our lesson is taken, is .continuation of the ** Chronicles,” the intro-
ductory sentences of the one book being a repetition of the closing words of the other, Its wuthory
Ezra, was o priest of noble descent, e was also a * seribe,” that is, one of a class of men who, origi=
nally official registrars or publie clerks, afterward became royal secreturies,
to the prophets, and, gradually, recognized exponents of the prophetic writings. By his editing of the
«acred Seriptures and by his strong, simple, devout character Ezra made a deeper impression on the
Jewish people than any other man who lived after Moses,  Our lesson tells of the earliest * return” of
captive Jews to their native land. Tt took place under the authority of King Cyrus, about cight years
before that other * return ”* in which Ezra himself was engag
seventy years from the time when, in the reign of Jehoiukim, the land fell under the Chaldean yoke
and its nobles were tuken to Babylon, and fifty m from the destruction of the temple and the city by
Nebuchadnezzar,  Severe as were the triuls of the exiles, the captivity prove d to be a greater benefit
than any other event of Jewish history. The Jews went into exile weak and fie

hroniclers, or amanuenses

«l.  The period of eaptivity for Judah was

, prone to wander
from God and fall into idolatry. They returned thoroughly chunged, with such intense devotion to
their religion and their national truits that all the power of the world during the centuries since has
not caused them to waver,

Verse 1. In the first year. Not the first | of idolutry, and although he wus uot, as was long
wear of Cyrus's reign over the | ersians, but the supposed, himself a worshiper of the true God, like
first year of hix reign at Babylon. Cyrus king | the Persians whom he governed, he incidentally
of Persia. 1l¢ was born King of Elam, which | did much to open the path for the true faith, T
had sunk from its ancient glory into a Persian | was doubtless powerfully affected by the ancient
provinee. Cyrus revolted, reversed the relations | prophecies concerning him, and, being a marvel-
of the nations, and sdded the kingdom of Persia | ously astute statesman and general, he could
1o his empire hetween 549 and 546 B. C. He | readily sce the value of Judah to him as abase of
then conquered all the lands from India to the | military operations against Egypt. The word
Mediterranean, including Asia Minor, and founded | of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah.
the most extensive cmnpire of the ancient world. | Though unconscious of his destiny, Cyrus was the
It was his mission to consolidate the kingdoms of | hammer of God, breaking the chains of his people
the East, and to break up the corrupt Asiatic forms ' and the idols of the Gentile world. The propheoy
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of the *“ seventy yeurs of captivity * was given in
a letter (Jer, 29) to the eaptives in Bubylon before
the final destruction of the eity of Jerusalen,
The Lord stirred up. Josephus says that the
aged Danicl was God's agent in “stirring up * the
_\'nun,_r conqueror to this act of merey und justice,
(1) How noble ix the work of leading the thoughts
of men to God's word! Made a proclamation.
This proclamation of Cyrus has left results in
history wer than all his conquests,  (2) Deeds
Jor self die, but those for od abid. Jorceer,

2. The Lord God of heaven, Thisis th.
Jewish trunslation of the proclamation. Given
me all the kingdoms of the earth, This o
searcely an exaggeration.  He hath chargo.
mes See Isa. 44, 28, (8) Let un not sink below the
intelligence of this heathen by Jorgetting him who
gives us all things. To build him a house,
That is, to rebuild the temple which hud been (o
stroyed ity years before.  (4) What dwelling
place for God can we build to-day 7

3. The proclamution was addressed to the de-
seendunts of all the Hebrew captives, who were
already settled far and wide throughout the Per-
siun Empire.  Let him go up to Jerusalem,
As the carrying away of the Hebrews had taken
place at intervals of trom reventy to fifty yvears be-
fore, there were but few of the originul exiles re-
wmaining ; and it ix somewhat remarkable that so
many of their descendants, nearly fifty thousand
in all, should be willing to go to a country which
they had never xeen.  Build the house, This
was their great errand, not to build their own
houses, but the house of God, (5) Let us have the
noble purpose to share in some work for God which
whall endure when we have passed away. e is the
Gode We can understund this great truth fur
more clearly than could Cyrus.  (6) Let un see
that we live out the knowle dye whick we possess,

4. Whosoever remaineth in any place.
Not whoever declines to return, but whoever re-
mains alive. In the wholesale buteheries of that
age of conscienceless conquests entire communi-
ties were destroyed 3 and that so many of the Jews
The men of his

“ remained ” was a wonder,
place. The Hebrews who preferred to continue

in Assyriaand Bubylon, They were ten times the
number of those who returned. Help him,
Those who cannot work for God's house sxhould
give all the more toward it, but the working is as
needful as the giving,
offering. Probably Cyrus's gift from the royal
treasury,

5. The chief of the fathers. The Ilcbrews |

not only emphasized their tribal distinetions, but
ulso preserved the ancient division of the nation
into families, There was 4 much deeper distine-
tion between the tribes of Issachar and Dan, for
instance, than ever existed betwen the States of
New York and New Jersey. This latter is simply

|

Besides the freewill '

! covers,
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a division of territory and of government, but
their tribal relations were hereditary. The ¢ clans,”
or ** families,” into whicn these tribes were sub-
divided had hereditary chieftaing, who were the
chiet of the fathers.” Judah and Benjamin,
It was natural,” says Dr, Terry, * that these two
tribes, the last in exile, in whose minds the mem-
ory of Jerusalem and the fatherlund was freshest,
were the first to respond.”  But that there were
mi from the other tril also, who returned
apioars from 1 Chron, § and other passages,
The priests and Levites, There were twenty-

ropriestly “ cours of which four joined in

return,  The entire number of priests who re-
wried was tour thousand, very large in proportion
to the entire procession.  The number of Levites
seeins to have been less than four hundred, Al
them whose spirit God had raised, Com-
mon people. The civie authorities, * chief of the
futhers,” and the ministers of God, “ priests and
Levites,” would have been of little service to the
projected restoration of the temple and nation
without the common people,

6. They that were about.
Strengthened their hands, Helped  them,
Vessels of silver, with gold.  Money was
doubtless coined as early as this, but most of the
wealth of the people wus in uneoined treasures,
All that was willingly offered, That is, di-
reet contributions to the temple, made, doubtless,
by reverential Gentiles as well us by Jews,

75 8. Vessels of the house of the Lord.
These vessels had been captured from Zedekiah by
Nebuchadnezzar, and from Nebuchadnezzar’s sue-
cessor by Cyrux. Nebuchadnezzar had
brought forth, In their worst crimes the an-
cients were religious.  When one provinee cap-
tured another it assumed that the struggle was be-
tween the gods of the two nations, and the captors
triumphantly stole the sacred vessels of the van-
quished. The house of his gods. Better, * hiy
god,” whom the Greeks called Bel, Sheshbazzar,
the prince of Judah. The sume as Zerubbabel,
He was the grandson of the beloved and lamented
Jehoiakim, and the last direet heir of the house of
David and Josiah, He was probably an adopted
son, but was himself of near royal blood, and was
the acknowledged head of the alien Hebrew com-
munity. e was probubly at this time a very
young man.  Cyrus did a wise thing in acknowl.
edging him as the head of the Israelites and ap-
pointing him governor of this new province which
was about to be made,

9, 10, 11. This is the number. It has been
observed that Ezra, more than any other sacred
writer, tends to exactness in details, Chargers.
Bowls or basins, Knives. Used to prefare vie-
tims for the sacrifice. Basins. Goblets with
Of a second sort. Of an inferior

Neighbors,

quality,
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CRITICAL NOTES.

BY PROFESSOR MILTON s, TERRY, D.D.

In entering upon the study of the Book of Ezra
the critical student may well notice the composite
character of the work before him.
so much is said about * Higher Criticism," it is
well to know precisely what such eriticism may
legitimately cluim. Here we find a short book of
ten chapters, In the first chapter is a proclamation
of Cyrus and a list of sacred vessels ; in the second
is a list of exiles who returned from Babylon.
Chapters four to seven embody a number of docu-
ments and proclamations written in a different
dialect from that of the rest of the book. The
eighth chapter and also the tenth contain a list of’
distinguished names ; and portions of the seventh,
eighth, and ninth chapters, in which the writer
speuks of himself in the first person, appear to be
part of a diary of Ezra himself. It is obvious,
therefore, that the Book of Ezra is a compilation,
and the question of its date and authorship may be
an open onc without in the least affecting the in-
tegrity and historicul accuracy of the book itself.
It is the province of criticism to ask, Who was the
compiler? Some say, Ezra himself, who used por-
tions of his own personal diary, and added what
other matter he saw fit from the documents which
were accessible to him at the time.
ever, argue that Ezra’s diary, which is incorporated
only in a fragmentary way in chaps. 7-9, is, like
the other documents, merely one source from
which the author of the book drew his material.
It is clear that more than one hypothesis of the
authorship is possible, and different opinions on
that point may be held without in the least de-
tracting from the value of the work. The charac-
ter of the contents shows that we have a trust-
worthy record of most importunt facts in the his-
tory of the chosen people. Without the Books of
Ezra and Nehemiah we should be lamentably de-
ficient in the means of studying one of the most
significant epochs in the history of Hebrew life and
religious training.

Verse 1. First year. The Hebrew writers
do not always follow the chronology of other na-
tions, but often reckon from dat.s which had for
Israel some peeuliar significance. The first year
of Cyrus's rule in Persia was previous to that of his
dominion over Babylon, which he subsequently
conquered. But a Jewish writer, having his own
people’s interests in view, was not concerned to
record details unimportant for himself. It appears
from Dan. 5. 81; 9.1; 11.1; 6. 28, that upon the
conquest of Babylon a certain Darius, the Mede,
becamé ruler of that city and provinee, and con-
tinued there some time before Cyrus, the Persian,
began to reign as the lord of all western Asia. Our
author accordingly reckoned Cyrus's first yeur as

| thut when he becume actuul ruler of Babylon.

| That . . . might be fulfilled.
At a time when |

Others, how- |

The form of
expression points to a divine purpose running ull
through history. God Almighty foresees, forea
ranges, und brings to pass. Stirred up the spiiit
of Cyrus. Brought a divine influcnce over his
wind that prompted the action deseribed.  Comp,

lsa. 44. 25, Made a proclamation. Literally,
“eqused a voiee to pass in all his kingdom.”  The

proclamation scems to have been announced orully
by u public herald, as well as put in the form of
written document, It was intended that others
hesides the Jews should know its purport.

2. Thus saith Cyrus. The remarkable
ligious tone of this proclamation accords with thut
o' the Persian kings as found on the monuments.
In the great Behistun inseription King Darius
suys: “ By the grace of Ormazd I am king. Or-
mazd has granted me the empire, Ormazd brought
help to me so that I gained this empire. By the
grace of Urmnul.l hold this empire.” It is proh-
able that the language of Cyrus's proclamation is
here modified and cast into more Hebraic style by
the writer of the Book of Ezra. But Schrader
maintains that, * though the words placed in the
mouth of the Persian king are spoken from a Jew-
ish point of view, yet they may be justified his-
torically from the fact that they completely accord
with the policy of toleration that characterized the
reign of the founder of the Persian monarchy., We
learn from the recently discovered annals of Nubu-
nahid that Cyrus left the worship of the Buby-
lonian deities inviolate ; indeed, he caused the
divinities whom the last Babylonian king had
removed from their former shrines to be restored
to their places.”  Cuneiform Inscriptions and the
Old Testament, vol. ii, page 60.

4. In any place where he sojourneth,
Or, ** from all the places where he has been wont
to sojourn ;' that is, where he has had his tempo-
rary dwelling. Help him. Literally, ‘“lift him
up;” afigure which implies the assistance of one
who has fullen down, and needs help to get up
again,

5. Whose spirit God had raised. The
word translated * raised ”" here is identical with
that translated * stirred up ™ in verse one, andé has
the same significance here as there,

6. Strengthened their hands.  An idio-
matic phirase, naturally suggested by the help one
may give another by taking hold of his hand to
give him support, or render him any assistance.

8. Mithredath . . . Sheshbazzar. These
names, like those given to Daniel and his three
companions (Dan. 1. 7), were the ones current
among the Babylonians, and are perhaps of Per-

res
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sian origin. According to Josephus, Joseph and  his character.—.
Mosex had Egyptian names, Sheshbazzar was

evidently the same person as Zerubbabel, s ap-
pears from comparing the contents of chap. 3 with
the statement of chap, 5. 16,

9. Chargers, The exuct meaning of the word
so rendered here is quite uncertain, The Septua-
gint version trunslates it by a word which means
** wine coolers.” The Hebrew word sounds some-

what like the Greek Kartallos, which means a '
It is noticeable

basket with a pointed bottom,
that the names of these vessels, so far as given, are
quite different from those mentioned in 1 Kings 7.
46-50, und perhaps it was the writer's purposc to
mention only a few of the more exceptionul ones,
for the sum of five thousund four hundred, which
he gives in verse 11, is much in excess of the sum
of the numbers given in verses 9 and 10, The
corresponding passage in the apoeryphal Book of
Esdras affords no real help to solve the discrep-
ancy. The probability is that here, as elsewhere
in the record of numbers, the original text has suf-
fered some corruption,

The Lesson Council,

Question 1, Whiat motives—personal, religious,
or political—may have influenced ( yrus in permit-
ting the return of the eriled Jews ?

Many motives, doubtless, were back of the royal
decree which emancipated the exiles, Better to
have a friendly nation contiguous to Egypt than
a people politically and religiously in sympathy
with the Babylonian power. Daniel the prophet,
whom the enmity of the Persian satraps failed to

destroy, m all probability profoundly influenced |

the king's mind by showing to him the prophecy
of Isa. 44, 28; 45, 1-4, in which, some two hundred
years before he was born, his name and deeds are
mentioned. The theism of the Persians, as shown
by the cuneiform inscriptions of Behistun, was not
without its influence in strenghtening the convic-
tion which would arise from a reading of the as-
tounding prophecy.—R. .J. (Cooke, I, D., Graut

Question 2. Was Cyrus conseious that he was
acting under a divine impulse

In a certain sense he was.  Oriental like, he was
superstitious and reverent, Through Daniel he
learned he was in Jewish prophecy.  As the re- |
sult, his superstition snd political sagacity moved |
him to obey this unknown God, inasmuch as the |
plan only meant more glory for him. When he
fulfilled that strange prophecy he was not con- |
scious that he was sowing the seed of a universal |
faith in the only soil in which it could grow. Had |
the conscious impulse which moved him been more |
than superstition or gain, his character would have
corresponded.  But moral virtue is nowhere as-
cribed to him. God used his sword, rather than

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER. 13

James M. Thoburn, Jr., D, D

Question 3, Wherein were the Jews after the
! vestoration different from their ancestors before the
captivity ?

They became clear of idolatry, and their beng
thereto was forever cured, They learned to be
devout and prayerful without visible ordinances
and sacrifices,  Chiefly, they came to prize the sa-
cred word, and the synagogue was established for
ite reading. Thus the cuptivity made the Jews

| non-idolatrous, spiritual, and scriptural,
! gave them broader views of mankind,
| Hyde, D. D,

Question 4. Jow ix the change in Jewish
character after the return Jrom captivity to be ac-
counted for ?

1. From Neh. 8, 8, it may be inferred that their
vernacular language had become corrupted and
mixed with the Babyloniun und Chaldean lun-
! guages, and this fact brought about a deterioration

of mind and character, 2, The closeness of the

intercourse between the captive Jews and their
captors exerted, no doubt, a strong influence upon
the former in gradually estranging them from their
religion. 8. The Jews, being very impressionable,
were greatly influenced by the elaborate institu-
tions and religion of their powerful captors in
their favor and against their own ancestral re-
ligion.— Rev, M. .J, Cramer, D.D., Associate Edi-
" tor of German Thelogical Quarterly Review.

It also

Analytical and Biblical Outline.

Elements in Building God’s House,
I. Tue Diving Prreoss,
The Lord stirred up. v. 1.
** Comfort ye my people.” Isa, 40, 1,2
‘““Tam with thee.” Isu. 43, 5.
IL. Tue Propueric Worp,
The mouth of Jeremiah, v. 1,
* When seventy years.” Jer, 25, 12,
T will visit you.” Jer. 29. 10,
1. Tue Rovar Comman,
Thus saith Cyrus, v, 2, 8,4,
** He is my Shepherd.” Isa, 44, 25,
* Kings shall minister.” Isa, 60, 10,
IV. Tue EarNgst LiApgrs,
Then rose up the chief. v. b,
1 have planted.” 1 Cor, 3, 6,
** Know them which labor.” 1 Thess, 8. 12,18
V. Tue WiLtive Propie,
All whose spirit God. . . .raised, v, 5,
* With thy might.” Eccles, 9. 10,
‘* Laborers. ... with God.” 1 Cor, 3.9,
VI. Tue LiBERAL Grrrs,
AU....willingly offered. v, 6-11,
‘“ One another's burdens.” Gal, 6, 2
‘A cheerful giver.” 2 Cor, 9, 18
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Thoughts for Young People.
The Work of God.

Vo The work of God requirves first of all that some-
body's spirit be stivred up. (Verse 1.) Every re-
vival begins in some one heart ; every plan for the
upbuilding of the kingdom comes from some one
who has been quickened in his spiritual nature,

2. Thework of God requires self-denial. (Verses
2-4.) Some must give, and some must work ; and
all must make sacrifices for God's eause.  Youmay
not be able to work, then give. You may not be
able to give, then work ; and show your interest

in the cause,

3. The work of God requires ffort quite as much
w faith. Enthusiasm and liberal gifts would not
have availed to ereet the templ

2o,

| ures, and, seeing the sacred vessels that came from

i
|

the ruined, forsaken temple at Jerusulem, his soul
may have been stirred within him as the sea by «
mighty wind. He may have caught, in some old
seroll of Hebrew prophecy he was examining, that

| Cyrus” is the name of the Lord’s instrument for

; some one had to |

4o The work of God requives common people as |

well as ministers and distinguished laymen. Joshua
and Sheshbazzar and their associates could not
have done the work without the assistance of the
unnamed members of the rank and file,

Lesson Word-Pictures.
BY REV. E. A, RAND,

Who is that walking so mourntully in the streets
of Bubylon? It is some unhappy stranger. By
the look of his face, by some peculiarity of dress,
you can tell that he is a stranger in a strange land,
Jesides, when others bow to the idols of Babylon
he turns away. Even now he is steppir ide
from the circle of idolaters, Ie must worship, but
he seeks the seclusion of his home. He bows in
some upper room, but he always turns to the south.
e often moans when he prays,  He may glunce
out of some window open toward the south, but it
is to renew his supplication, and he repeats his
moans, But why toward the south does he kneel?
and why in tears? If you were to travel whither
he looks, you would come to a heap of ruins in
Judea. You would see broken, charred gates,
prostrate walls, humbled towers. You would find
a house of God down In the dust, altars over-
thrown, courts deserted, save as the lean, hungry
dogs prowl there by day and the juckal steals along
in the white moonlight, O Zerubbabel, head of
Judah, prince among the people of God, what won-
der that you sigh as you pray toward Jerusalem,
that you walk Babylon’s streets an unhappy exile,

Zion’s good ; yes, * Cyrus,” starting up out of the
fading scroll and staring at him. And he may
have seen Zerubbabel leader of his people, but
walking Babylon’s beautitul gardens disconso ate
And Cyrus, stirred within his soul,
ars the word of the Lord, to send,

as any slave.
listens and 1
build him a house at Jerusalem !

And now the proclamation goes out from Baby-
lon’s king. Take it, O couriers! Ride on fleet
horses, fasier, fuster ! Take it to ruler and people !
Tuke it, ubove all, to God’s people in exile!
Sound it as through trumpets! The New Year hax
come, Jerusalem’s temple is to be rebuilt!  Faster,
faster, harder ride, O herulds, for the New Year
has come!  And now who will go up to Jerusa
lem? And O, what an uprising of the humbled

Here they come, harps in their
sing pilgrims, priest and Levite,
0O, what a train,

loaded, too, with gifts from the people of Cyrus!

people of God !

hands now,

master and servant—everybody !

| And, Cyrus, bow your head, turn your ear to the

ssels of the house of
he will give. He

Spirit's breathing! Those v
the Lord, give those, Y
throws back the doors of his treasure housce.  And

| wYo comes forward to receive them? \\'lml'hupp_\'

that you hang your harp on Babylon's willowsand |

refuse to sing the Lord’s sonyg in a strange land!
Unhappy, tearful exile, with bowed head and sor-
rowing face !

But one day there comes from Babylon's throne
an important message for Jerusalem’s exiles, The
soul of Cyrus is stirred within him. It is the first
year of his reign. It is the New Year of his coro-

s 5 |
nation. He may have gone to look at his treas-

prince, his head erect, his eyes flushing, a smile
irradiating his face ¢ Iave you seen him before !
Never.  Sheshbazzar, do the Persians call him !
Why, the Jews salute him as their Zerubbabel,
Ah, it is Judah’s now happy, exultant prince, to
whom Mithredath, the treasurer, *‘numbers” the
thousands of vessels, And soon these are on the
way to the house of the Lord at Jerusalem,

O happy days! The old year has gone. Let it
pass—its fears, its tears, its sigh<. Ring, O happy
harps! Echo, rejoicing trumpets ! The glad New

Year of Zion has come—year of joy und jubilee !

By Way of Illustration
BY JENNIE M. BINGHAM.

The captivity cleansed the nation of idolatry,
took away hopes of an carthly kingdom, and raised
spiritual aspirations. * He purgeth it that it may
bring forth more fruit.” Too many think that
God is cutting down the tree when he is but lop-
ping off its luxuriant branches. He is not nipping
the flowers, but plucking up the weeds; he is not
laying your land fallow, but plowing the field ; he
is not putting out the light, but snuffing the candle.
Providence has a beautiful face under a black
mask. The sheep may be dipped in water to wash
it when there is no design in the good shepherd
to drown it,.— William Secker.
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Verse 1. % Word of the Lord.” The etupire of
Ciesur Ix gone : the legions of Rome are moldering
in the dust ; the avalanches that Napoleon hurled
upon Europe have melted away ; the pride of the
Pharaohs is fullen ; the pyramids they raised to be
their tombs are sinking every day in the desert
sands ; Tyreisarock for bleaching fishermen's net 2
Sidon hy k behind 5 but the word
of God still sui vives,  All things that threatened to
extinguish it have only aided it ; and it provesevery

arcely left a r

day how transient is the noblest monument that
h can build, how enduring is the least word that
God has spoken,  Trudition has dug for it a grave
intolerance has lighted for it many a fagot ; many
u Judas has betrayed it with a kiss : many a Peter
denied it with an oath ; many a Demas bas for
en it; but the word of God still endures.—
John Cummings, D. D,

* The Lord God hath charged me to build him a
house at Jerusalem.” The Bible has sometimes
been compared to a telescope,  1f we look through
it. we see things otherwise invisible, Simply to
look at it will not secure the result,  We must look
through it, and the way to do this is to read it
und believe what it says,

Verses 6 and 7. In the work of God's kingdom
we must either go or send,  Says missionary Wil-
der, * Our er,
or your life !

¢ is the highwayman's: * Your money

There is a lady in Scotlund, a teacher in one of
the publie schools, who receives a salary of §1,000
a year, and lives on #3500, and with the other £500
supports a missionary substitute in China. She
would like to go in person, but she cannot ; so she
sends a substitute,

There are three sisters in Edinburgh who said,
*All of us should not stay at home, One of us
can go to the foreign field, and the two who stay at
home will support her.”” S0 one went us a mis-
sionary to Africa, and the two at Yome supported
her, 1 think that in God's sight the three are mis-
sionarics,

Have you heard of Surah Hosmer of Lowell
She heard that a young man might be educated in
the Nestorian Mission Seminary in Persia for fifty
dollars,  Working in a factory she saved this
wmount and sent it to Per

and a Christian

Young man was edueated and went out as a | on the rondway 7 Free will.  What is the topic of

preacher of Chirist to his own people, She thought
she would like to do it again.  She did it fivetimes,
and five young men whom she educated went out
to preach Christ in Nestoria, When more than
sixty

yeurs of age she desired to send out one
more prescher, and, living in an attie, she took in
sewing until she had accomplished her purpose
und sent out the sixth preacher. 1 think she was
& missionary.—Margarit W, Leiteh, missionary
[rom Ceylon,
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1 The Teachers’ Meeting.
i It is hest to treat this lesson as a simple and en-
| tertaining narrative, and draw forth its cvident

moral and spiritual lessons, But first glance ut
‘ the eaptivity : (1) Its causes—moral, political :
the downfull of Judah, the con
| tives in Bubylon, the psalms of
| s prophecies—of the overthrow, of
<‘ the durution of cuptivity, of restoration ; (4) Its
Jvl!l'n'h on the moral and national sense of the
[ Jews. .

2) Its character
dition of the
| eaptivity ; (2

Next consider the persons of the lesson :
Do Cyrus g (2) Jereminh s (3) Sheshbuzzary (4)
* Chief of the futhers,” pricsts, Levites. ... Third
The king's proclamation and the return of the
| people.... L I. The work of
God,  See * Thoughts for Younge People ... .11
son teaches the inevitable fulfill
| ment of God’s word. ... I1L. Take the return of the
[ Jews us atype of the return of our souls to the
promised lund of rich rehigious experience.

18 to be drawn :

Show how this |

References,

orEmA,  Poetieul, 489, 1617, Ver
3: B Ver, 4: Prose, 811, 814, 818
Ver. ¢ [I'rose, 2464, 3546-8548 ¢ Poetical,
1466-14721 Prose, 8064-8074,

80

Blackboard.,

BY J. B. PHIPPS, ESQ.

Review.—On the board is represented an open
ate and a roadway leading far away. What is
written on the walls?  Babylon. What is written

to-day’s lesson? Returning from the captivity,
Where were the Jews held captive? In Babylon.
Who opened the way to freedom? God, Who
was his instrument?  Cyrus, King of Persia, To
what place were they permitted to return?  Jeru-
sulem. Did all go? Why not? The one who re-
views the lesson may now talk briefly on the reu-
sons why many did not avail themselves of the
privilege of returning to their native land, und

close by making an application of the lesson to
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God's invitation for all men to leave the captivity
of sin and be free. e does not compel men to do
=03 the way is the roadway of free will,  Why do
not all go ¢ Have you started ¢

Primary and Intermediate.
BY MARTHA VAN MARTER.

Lessox Tuovenr.  God Keops His Promises.

The new year opens with a song of gladness,

Captives set free, hearts rejoicing, God's promises

coming true!
Let the joy bells r the year.
He has y the seed

we sow, and he will do it.  We may go to our

¢ on through

Godd is true! omised

work wany times in puin and weariness; we may

sce so little fruit of our lubors that we may often

be tempted to question if the results will Justify
the outlay.

Send the dark thought buck whenee it eame!
God ix true, and our labor of love he will reward
r his own love's sake!

The Captivity. [Muke on the board a little out-
line of the Jews' country, with a square marked

rusalem.”  Make another outline of Persia,

with ** Babylon ™ in the midst.
lem and Bubylon with a chain, and tell the story
of the carrying away of the Jews into captivity,
Make *“8in " in very large letter
and impress the thought that the captivity was the
outcome of gin—the choosing of self before God.
Read a part of Psalm 137 to show the sorrow of the
captives,)

Set Free. The King of Persia was nwmed Cyrus,
Many, many years before Cyrus was born God
talked about him to his prophet. He knew what
Cyrus would do.  He knows euch one of us just as
he knew this great king.
God thoughtof us. e sent us here to do his will,
Jjust as he gent Cyrus. Some people want to know
his will, and others do not. Auntic was trying
to tell Charley what mamma said about his going
skating. But he did not want to hear. He said,
*“8he didn’t tell me not to, and I don’t want to
hear what she said.”” This was because he wanted
to do the thing that pleased Charley !  But
Cyrus listened when God told him what to do with
the Jews who had been slaves seventy long years,
ick to Jerusalemn, and
let them build a house there in which to worship
me.”  And Cyrus obeyed without asking any
questions.  This ix what we must learn to do—he
glad to know what God wants us to do, and then
do it right away.,

Conneet Jerusa-

along the route,

He suid, “ Send my pe

veparing to Go Home. Not all the Jows in
Bubylon went buck to Jerusalem. But those who
eould not go sent gold and silver and goods and
cattle, besides a freewill offering for the house of

God, /

Before we were born |

00L BANNER, [Tan 1.

A great many Jews were soon ready to go. Iow
glad they were to start for the dear old home ! The
king gave them the beautiful vessels of gold and
silver which  Nebuchadnezzar had taken away
from the Lord's house,

Do you want to know how the Jews felt when
they went back to Jerusulem?  [Re
of the 126th Psalm. |

ad five verses

The Captivity of Sin. Do
you think that some of the
captives in Babylon were
children? O, yes. And do
you know that there are
many little captives now in
this very place? They have
=% not been carried away to a
! strange city. to be surc; but they have a hard

master, and they are poor, miscrable captives.

See, T will make a chain, and we will name some

of the links that hind them. [On links of the
chain print ** Temper,” * Idleness,” * Seclf-will,"”
cte ete ] Who is their master? 1 see you know,
Yes, it is Satan, and he is a very hard master, 11
tries to make us think we are free, and all the time
he is drawing his chains tighter and tighter about
us,

The One who Sets Free, Cyrus was a great king
Butthere is a greater
King who can set all captives free! You all know
his name. It is Jesus. Let us sing abotit him.
Ring n verse of ** All hail the power of Jesus'
Do you know any little captives ? Wil

who set many captives free

name,"]
you tell them about Jesus, who ean * break every
chain?™ And if you are bound even by a very
little chain, will you let Jesus break it ?

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No. 1.
. ¥e that love the Lord.
Wark, for the night is coming,
; Give me some work to do,
I love thy kingdom, Lord.
The Church’s one foundation,

Come

No. 2.
| A mighty fortress is our God.
| Art thou weary, mt thou languid

Whenever trials press my soul,
The Lord is my strength and stay.
Fear not, O troubled soul, nor yicld,

|
|
|
1
% The Lesson.Catechism.
J "For the entire school, ]
| 1e Who restored the Jews to their native land 2
Cyrus, King of Persia.

2¢ Who stirred up his spirit to do this? The
Lord.

3. Who gludly returned to huild the house of

7
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the Lord? The people of Judah and Bene

CATECHISY QUESTIONS,
Jam

: 1. What do you mean by religion? Our whole duty to
4. What did Cyrus give them ? The vessels Goioas Oseator, LA

which Nebuchadnexzzar had o 2. How may you divide that duty. Into two parts

S What is the Goroes Texr? ¢ The Lord \\'l-ml. we have to believe ; and what we have to do.
thy God,”? cte.

S ————t e —_—
B. €. 536. LESSON 11, REBUILDING THE TEMPLE. [Jan, 8.

GOLDEN TEXT. They praised the Lord, because the foundation of the house
of the Lord was laid. k2 11

Authorized Version, Revised Version,

Szra 3. 1«13, [Commit to memory verses 10, 11, 1

And when the seventh month was cote, and
1 And when the seventh month was come, and

the children of Is'ra-el were in the cities, the

the children of Is'ra-cl were in the cities, the smselves together us one ma
people guthered themselves together as one man to 4 th:‘m. A l“"“[hu‘h, oo
Je-ru'sa-lent. g o Then stood up Jesh'u-a the
z'u-dak, and his brethren the priests,
2 Then stood up Jul.n'u—u the son of Joz'a-dak, and Ze-rub’ba-bel the son of She-al'ti-el,und his
und his brethren the priests, and Ze-rub bu-bel the brethren, and builded the altar of the 1 of
son of She-ul'ti-el, and his brethren, and builded . e . ¢
tar of the God of Is'ra-el, to offer burnt offor- Is'ru-¢l to offer burnt offerings thercon, us it is
thereon, as it is written in the law of Mo'ses written in the law of Mo'ses the man of God,
the man of God. 5 And they sct the altar upon its buse: for fear
3 And they set the altar upon his buses; for fear b= pran thei I'WMN",”‘ the people ,Ul. the
was upon them becuuse of the people of those coun- countries: and they offered burnt offerings
tries : and they otfered Ivurnlul}vrm;b!ln-rmn unto thereon unto the Lorn, even burut offerings
the Lowp, even burnt offerings morning und 4 morning and evening,  And they kept the feast
vYening: of the tubernacles, as it is written, and offered
4 They kept also the feast of tubernacles as 6 the duily offerings by number, according to the
i written, and gffered the daily burnt otferings by ordinance, as the duty of every day required ;

number, according to the custon, as the duty of
every day required ;

and afterward the continual burnt offering, and
the offerings of the new moons, and of all the
And afterward gffered the continual burnt of- sab h’"j‘“ of the Lorn ',h",l were consecrated,
ng, both of the new moons, and of all the set and of everyone that willingly offered a free-
feasts of the Lorp that were conseerated, and of will offering unto the Lorp. From the first day
everyone that willingly offered a freewill otfering of the seventh month began they to offer burnt
unto the Logrp. bt gH . >

offerings unto the Lorn : but the foundation of
the temple of the Lorn was not vet laid. They
gave money also unto the masons, and to the

-7

6 From the first day of the seventh month began |
they to ofter hurn} offerings unto the Logp, But
the foundation of the temple of the Loro was not

yet laid | carpenters ; and meat, and drink, and oil, unte
N ! them of Zi'don, and to them of Tyre, to bring
7 They gave money also unto the masons, and cedar trees from Leb's-non to the sea, unto

to the earpenters ; and meat, and drink, and oil,
unto them of Zi'don, and to them of Tyre, to bring
cedar trees from Leb'g-non to the sea of Jop'p,
cording to the grant that they had of Cy'rus
of Per'si-a,

Jop'pa, according to the grant that they had of
Cy'rus king of Per'si-a.

@

Now in the sceond year of their coming unto
the house of God at Je-ru'sa-lem, in thesecond

8 Now in the second year of their coming unto month, began Ze-rub'ba-bel the son of She-al'-
the house of God at Je-ru'su-lem, in the second ti-cl, and Jesh'u-u the son of Joz'a-dak, and the
f.'.';:ilfliil I':,«:_l::l fi'::‘.k'lﬁ'f'ﬁll. 7'""." sch (;‘!I‘:h;;u.l'tri‘-el. rest of their brethren the priests and the Le'-
nant of their brethren the |»r}ca;sllu|;1l t)(w I..:-'\‘itl":. VIS i ”“..". s el i o ”"“."l:—
und ail they that were come out of the cuptivity tivity unto Je-ru'sa-lem ; and appointed the Le'-
unto Je-ru'sa-lem ; and uppointed the Le'vites, vites from twenty years old and upwurd, to have
t'rn.mbt\\'ll\'-m\\‘ |\'\'1er old 1|||«l ui»\\'urd, to set forward the oversight of the work of the house of the
the work of the house of the Lo, Lorp. Then stood Jesh'u-a with his sons and

9 Then stood Jesh'u-n with his sons and hix his brethren, Kad'mi-cl and his sons, the sons
brethren, Kad'mi-¢] and his sons, the sons of Ju - of Ju'dah, together, to have the oversight of the
dah, together, to set forward the workmen in the workmen in the house of God: the sons of

house of God: the sons of Hen'a-dad, with their

sons and their brethren the Le'viten, Hen u-'dl.ul, with their sons and 'thwr br':'thren
10 the Le'vites,  And when the builders laid the
10 And when the builders laid the foundation foundation of the temple of the Loro, they set
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of the temiple of the Lorp, they set the priests in the priests in their apparcl with trumpets, and
their apparel with trumpet 1 the Levites the the Le'vites, the sons of A'saph with eym .

sons of A'saph with eymbuls, to .‘-“l" '}"""""' to praise the Lown, ufter the order of Da'vid
after the ordinance of Da'vid King ot Is ra-¢l 11 king of 18/t And they sang one to anoth
n pra g and the

11 And they sany aving, | h ¢
ng and givi A
ix good, tor b i Lt
ra-el,  And shoute i at shout, when t pra
shout, when they pr the Lok, beeause the fou
foundation of the Louse of the Lon I luid

luid
1 heads

12 But many of the w0 and houd p
chief of the tathers, wh 1 | t had seen t ! hen th
secen the fi ho \ this | foundation of this house hetore their
house was laid b Towed ovis vith o loud voice; and
voice 1 and many shouted alowd for joy 13 shouted aloud ft : o that the people could

1 ) | I s ot discern the noise of the shout of joy

3 So that the people could not he o1 She e aoxling Tob the
of the shout y from the no “ 16 noise of the weeping of the puay sl
of the people: for the people sho ) onted with a loud sh ono
shout, and the noise was heard afar off, was heard atar off

.

TIME.—Probably October C. 551 1 May wits Zerubbabel 2 (Hag, 2. 21,
335, PLACE.—Jerusalem ; a most 1 Itar did they repair? (2 Chron, 4.1
town at this time, being half in ruins anc W hat sacrifice did they offer thereon ?
procss of built PERSONS.—Cyrus, b What ** customn ™ is referred to? (Nun
of Persi 2. Jeshua, the high priest @ the Jeshua What offering should we make to God ! (Prov,

of verse § was an entirely different person, the 24
head of a Lev family. 3. Zerubbabel, the
same as Sheshbazzoe of the last lesson, Governor
(or Pasha) of Judah. 4. Instead of Juduh, it
verse 9, should stand Hodevah, or Hodaviah (as in
Fzra 2. 40). 5. Sons of Asaph, the chair band of
the temple. DOCTRINAL SUGGESTION,
—The goodness of God. (Verse 11.)

When shiould we make it?

2. Whole=hearted Consecration, +. 7
To whom did they give money !

For what purpose !

How nmiuch had the people given ? (Ezra 2. 63.)

How much was this in ourmoney ¢ (Ans. : About

Was this much or little for them !

HHOME READINGS, How did they give it? (Ezra 2, 68
M. Rebuilding the temple. =%, Who were specially set apart?
Tu. Rebuilding the temple, w14, What were their duties?  (Nuni, 3, 6=
W. Feast of Tabernacles, 44, 3. Holy Sorrow and Holy Joy, v. 10-14

Th. Freewill offerings, 2 What preparation was made after the foundation

F. Enduring mer Psalin 115, 1-14 was laid ?
What song of thanksgiving was sung? (Very

S. Sorrow turned te 14,
S. 17 probably Ps:
Who joined in the thanksgiving!
LESSON HYVMNS, What building had many of the old men seen !
How were they affeeted 2 (Hag. 2. 3.)
No. 27, New C ! M P 4
7 ‘c“ anadian Hymnal, Had these singers sung in Babylon? (Psalmy
The Church's one foundation, 187
No. 28, New Canadian Hymnal, | How did Ged ort these weepers?  (1lag.
Behold, a stone in Zion laid. e
I . . What temple are we to build? (1 Cor. 8. 18.)
No. 26, New Canadian Hymnal. What is its foundation 2 (Eph, 2. 20-22,)

Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us.

DOMINION HYMNAL,
Hymns, Nos. 53, 58, 56

Practical Teachingse
Where in this lesson do we learn—

1. The value of united hearts in God's servic
QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS, > The eflect of willing hearta in fioh sorties
1. Unity in God’s Worship, v. 1-6. 8. The cause of joyous hearts in God's service !

When and where were the people assembled ? Hints for Home Study.

Why ! (Lev. 23, 27-41; Deut. 16.) 1. Find God's command to build the st

What office had Jeshua? v 1 1e) temple,

:
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2. Read the account of the crection of the first Teachings of the Lesson.
temple, | Where in this lesson are we taught—
3. Find a distinet statement that the first tem- | freewill offerings to the Lord ¢
ple wus God's dwelling place.  (Sce also Isa. 44, | o render hearty service to the Lord?
115 Hag. 2.8 o offr joyful praise to the Lord 2
. Find God's command to build .lln; ..wrnv.ul | Home Work for Young Bereans,
temple. - Read the account of One lf“r‘l . ,‘l"" S” s } Find in Matthew how Z rubbabel was related to
5. Find passages in First Corinthians, Ephesians, ! Christ,

and First Peter about the spiritual temple, How long did this second temple last 2
Find in First Corinthiuns what Paul says about
Christ as the foundation,

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE |
SCHOLARS, [ Find in exiuns what Paul says about the
1. Unity in God’s Worship, v. 1-6, “ building of & temple,
In what ity did the people gather for sacrifice ! | QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
In what month was this gathering t f SCHOLARS,
Who builded the altur? | How many Jews went back to

4 Jerusalem ¢ More
For what purpose was it built ¢ than forty thousand,
In obedienee to what luw ? In what city did they gather? In Jerusalem,
Whom did the people fear? What were they in haste to do? Build the
W cat offerings were made ? Lord’s house.
ey What did they build right aw ay? An altar,

How lonyg was this feast kept? (Deut. 16, 13.) whm‘li.lu.«y..ﬂ'«rupwn it! Burntofferings.

What were the daily offerings ¢ (See Num, 29, What did they observe? The feasts of the
12-54.) ) ) Lord,

Wiat was the “ continunl burnt offering 2" (See What did these things show? That they
Exod. 20, 35-42,) wanted to obey God,

Who was the high priest? Joshua,

Who was the governor ? Zerubbabel,

What did they both trytodo? Help the peo-
| ple to please God.

How soon did they begin thetemple 2 In about

V' hat feast did they observe ¢

How muel of the temple was then rebuilt ?
I'o wha' suerifiee are we called ? (Rom. 12, 1.)
2. Wholc«hearted Consecration, v, 7-9,
What luborers were puid for service ?
What service did the men of Tyre render ¢
What puy did they reccive?

a year,
In whui year and month was the work begun ¢ Who were appointed to direct the work? The
What leaders in the work are named ? | Levites,

To what work were the Levites appointed ? What were all the people culled to see? The
What duties were originally assigned them ? foundation laid,

(1 Chron, What kind of a day was this? A Jjoyful day,
4. Holy Sorrow and Holy Joy, v. 10-13, Who were sad in the midst of their joy ! Some

Who were uppointed to lead in song ¢ of !'le old men, ) )
What instruments did they have ¥ What was heard at the same time ¢ Weeping
How was the ringing conducted ? and praising the Lord.

What was their song of praise ? Words with Little People.
How did the people respond ? How can little girls and hoys help build the
Why did the people praise God ! (GoLpex Texr.) | Lord’s house? By being kind, truthful, loving,
Wiiat exception was there to the general joy ? obedicnt, serving and pleasing God,
Letween what two sounds could the people not Lesson Truth,
discern ? Ye are God’s building,

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement,

In auswer to the proclamation of King Cyrus a compuny of Jews
ity to the desoluted homes of their fathers.  They be
Israel by a formal act of consecration around a new-made altar on the ancient foundation. Once again
the sacrificial fires were kindled, and soon the walls of God’s house arose from the ashes. Songs of grati-
tude and sobs of sad memory mingled in one chorus from the little company of returned exiles, As
already seen, the captivity had wrought great moral changes in the Israelites, In former times they had
negleeted their written law to such a degree that for centuries it was lost, but henceforth they were to
voncentrate all their intellectual energies upon the Seriptures, They had formerly left the house of God
in ruin, and built shrines to 1dols on every hill; but now the temple became the center of their thought,

Jjourneyed from the land of eaptiv-
gun the work of restoring the broken glories of
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and to sorengthen their devotion the synagoy

[Jan. 8.

je—an outgrowth of the exile—stood in every village, and

wus diligently attended by every tumily.  What is still more remarkable, this great chunge not only af-
fected the seetion of the Jews who returned to their own land, but also that portion, ten times us great,

which remained by choice in forcign lands, us the

Jews of the dispersion.

But heneeforth the history

of the colonists of Judah is the history of the chosen people.

Verse 1. The seventh month. The exiles
had left Babylon in the spring; their journcy
must have required several months ; and it was

late in September before they were able to enter
upon the work of restoring the publie worship of
God.,  Three great services took place in the sey

d to puarts of Scp

enth month, which correspon
tember and October —on the first day, ** the blow-
ing of the trumpets ;™ on the tenth, the day of
atonement ; on the fifteenth, the feast of taber-
nacles.  The children of Israel,  Includ
not only the descendants of Judah, but of the ten
aribes also, for the tribal lines were partly obliter-
gted in the captivity.  Were in the cities,
Were returned to their ancestral homes, Gathe

ing

oun-

eved themselves,  They were in astra
try, desolate and waste, surrounded by jealous
enemies, and with no homes as yet built for them-
yet they began their work with a ligious
servic 1d found time for a solemn act of conse-
cration, (1) God's work must take precedence vver

selve

wman's ; prayer should come before labor. (2) Duxi-
ness will suffer no loss if relipion receive its due
attention, ‘Time spent in prayer is not wasted,

2. Jeshua. The high priest of the Jews,
Culled clsewhere Joshua, e was the son of the
titular high priest during the captivity, who, how-
ever, exercised none of the functions of his otfice,
and the grandson of Serainh, the high priest who
was sluin after the destruction of Jerusalem (Jer.
His brethren the priests. Ile-
brew priests were all descendants of Auron—there-
fore brethren. Zerubbabel. The hereditary
prince of Judah, descended from King David, and
also the satrap, or governor, with the title of Tir-
shatha, by appointment of the Persian king. Ile
led the Jews buck from captivity, reestablished
the state, and rebuilt the temple.  Sce last les
Son of Shealtiel. Or, Salathicl (Luke 8. 27).
In 1 Chron. 8. 17-19, Zerubbabel is named as the

son of Pedaiah,
opinion that he was descended from David by the
line of Nathan, and adopted as the son and legal
successor of Shealtiel on the failure of the royul
house to provide an heir. The altar. Before
there was time to erect the temple the Jews re-
built the altar on its old foundations, which were
regarded as peculiarly sacred. They seraped away
the rubbish from the sacred inclosure, and laid
bare the original rock, on which—as is generally
supposed—now  stands the Mosque of Omar.
(8) Let us ever seek the old fowndations of doctrine
when we build the altars of the Church. (4) If we
cannot do what we would, let us do what we can in

God's work. Though we may not build a temple,
we may rear an altar,

3. Bases., Foundations, For fear. Sur-
rounded by foe.  they wisely considered the arm
of the Lord a better protection than swords or
spears. () That nation is well d fended which
looks to God for succor. Some comi ntators sag
gest the translation « though " instead of *for.”
* Altho ruid of the tribes around them, they
yet fuiled not to begin ( s worship.”  (6) Fear
of man should not make us forget our duty to tfod.
People of those countries. luce prejudice,
political jeal msy, idolatrous enthusiasm, voluptu-
" the Jews'
¢ the sur-
rounding tribes regard the returned Jews with
hatred. The Persian Empire had little centralizing
power, and the Jews must be ready to fight for
their rights. (7) In every age God's people find
themselves alone and surrounded by an opposing

ousness of morals, and covetousness

ancestral domain—all combined to 1

world. Morning and evening. The daily
sacrifice was renewed after fifty years of inter-
mission, "

4. Feast of tabernacles.  This began on

tho fifteenth day of the scventh month, and lasted
seven days, during which the people lived in
booths or arbors, to commemorate the life of their
ancestors in the wilderness, Tt was called also the
feast of ingathering, because held as a thanksgiv-
ing service after the fruits of the field had been
gathered.

5. All the set feasts,  These hud been sadly
neglected, even during the reigns of the best Kings.
But now, taught by sorrow, the Jews begin an er
of more faithful service. (8) How blessed are the
lessons learned through the discipline of triab! A
freewill offering. Besides the regular feasts
and national offerings, there were the individual

| sucrifices, which were commanded in the law,

Most commentators are of the

though not enforeed by compulsion. Men were
called upon to offer their burnt offerings, but were
not tax ! o maintain them. (%) So God now ap-
peals, reaons vith, commands men, but seeks a vol-
untary and not a compulsory s reice,

7. They gave money. From the treasury
of the king, from the voluntary offerings of the
nobles, and from the contributions of those who,
while remuining in the land of their adoption, had
given liberally to assist the exiles in their return.
(10} God's work has mecessary erpenses which his
people should meet cheerfully. Sce an interesting
note in Freeman's Handbook of Bible Manners
and Customs, No. 874, on the character of this
money. Meat, and drink, and oil. They
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paid in the produce of Palestine for the timber of
Phaenicia, Zidon . . . Tyre.

ports from which to float the rafts of cedar from
Lebanon.  Joppa. The port of Palestine in all
ages, located thirty miles from Jerusalem, and mid-
way between Gaza and Carmiel,

8. In the second year. Probably B, (.
They delayed for a year to begin the building of
the temple, perhaps because houses for themselves
were needed, and some defense
It may be that it was requisite also to wait for
building materials from Lebanon, Stll, a compar-
ison of this record with the prophecies of Haggai
and Zechariah shows that there was some derelie-
tion of duty on the part of the people and their
rulers.  Those of the Levites who had returned
from captivity were placed in charge of the build-
ing of the temple. From twenty vears old.
This was in accordance with the rule established
by David (1 Chron. 23. 24), To set forward
the work. By tuking charge of the contributions
and directing the builders,

9. Then stood Jeshua with his sons.
From chap. 2. 40, we see that this Jeshua was not
the high priest Jeshua, but a Levite of the same
name. Kadmiel and his sonse  We know only

against enemies,

the names of these men, but it is to be noticed that |

we should not even know their names if they had
not given their hearts to God's work. The sons
of Judah. Elsewhere called Hodaviah, another
Levite (chap. 2. 40). To set forward the
workmen, Revised Version, * to have the over-
right of the workmen,”

10. When the builders laid the founda-
tion. This was the official service at beginning

Situated in the
north of Palestine, beside the sea convenient

the work, like our corner stone laying. The
temple of the Lord,  We know very littie of
this second temple, but it probubly resembled the
first—with a large open court in which rose the
house, which had a lofty tower on the front, two
principal rooms—the holy place and the holy of
holies —and apartments for the priests around the
building.  The priests their apparel,
Which was u linen tunie, fastened around the w aist
with a girdle. The sons of Asaph, ph
was a writer of psalms in David’s time, and his de-
seendants formed the choral bands of the temple,
After the ordinance of David. One suggest-
| ive characteristic of this new period upon which
| the Jews entered with the restoration was the de-
| sire to fashion all their religious customs after an-
cient precedents and patterns,

| 11, They sang together by course. Thut
| 18, in antiphonal choruses—one section singing the
{ first part and the other the second of a stanza,
(1) We may always see Cod’s goodness {f we look
Jorit. Because the foundation. For in the
foundation they recognized God’s past mercies in
bringing them back to their own land and the
promise of his continued grace.

12. Ancient men, that had seen the first
house. The first temple was destroyed about
fifty-one years before the date of these events, and
some who had seen it might have been present at
this time. Wept with a loud voice. Their
weeping was in mingled sorrow and Joy 3 sorrow
overthe memories of the past, and Joy with hope tor
the future. Probably, too, they contrasted the for-
mer temple in its splendor with the lack of adorn-
| ment in the plans of the new one.  (12) We lire

| in a world where Joy and sorrow are mingled.

CRITICAL NOTES.

Verse 1. Seventh month, Culled Ethanim
in 1 Kings 8. 2, and Tisri in later Jewish litera-
sure. This month was notable as being the begi
ning of the civil year, and that in which the f
of tabernacles and the day of atonement fell, No
year is mentioned, but we naturally understand
the first year of the return from exile.  n the
ecitiess  That is, scttled and dwelling in the
severaleities of Judal in which they had obtained
their new homes. Gathered as one man
Having been summoned, no doubt, by their great
leaders,

Jeshua. A shortened form of the name
more commonly writtc
she Books of Hagea

Joshua, as we find it in
Zechariah,  Ilis father,
Jozadak, was one of the exiles who had been car-
ried into captivity by Nebuchadnezzar (1 Chron,
8. 15. The name Zerubbabel meuns one
*“sown " or “ born in Babylon,” and we learn that
ke was the great leader of the first band of exiles

! ““Sheshbuzzar ™ w B

wlon (chap. 1. 11).  Here

and in Haggai he is called the son of Shealtiel,
[ butin 1 Chron. 3. 19, he appears as the son ot
| Pedaiah and nephew of Salathicl (or Shealticl), It
{ hax been plausibly supposed that Shealtiel died
| ehildless and Pedaiah married his widow, and so,
aceording to levirate law, his children were reck-
oned to his brother. The association of Jeshua ; nd
| Zerubbabel ‘as priest and ruler of the new commi-
nity at Jerusalem is prominent in the history of
the time, and forms an interesting study in the
third and fourth chapters of Zechariah. The one
was adeseendant of Aaron, and the other of David,
and so appropriately represented the priestly and
regal interests of the Jews, As it is written,
The author recognizes a book of laws known as
the law of Moses the man of God. Thut
such abook had long been in existence and eni-
bodied the Mosaie legislation is obviously implied,

shat returned from captivity. He was called

A TnCr——

3. Set the altar upon his bases. Ruther,
“upon its foundation,” for the IHebrew word
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should be printed and read as singular and not |

plural.  The reference is to the old foundation on
which the altar of burnt offerings had formerly
rested,  The rubbish was cleared away and the
old foundation wed,  Observe that they re
stored and nse altar of burnt offerings hefore
they rebuilt the temple, and the reason is her

given.  For fear was upon the This gives
the special reason for their setting up the altar, and
so providing for otfering the sacrifice Su

ship was believed to be a means ¢ ity

the people of those countries, who were hos-
tile to them.

1. As the duty of every day
aterally, © The matter of a day in i
cording to Num, 12
day of the week of the feast of tubernaeles were
definitely namely, thirteen bul
the first day, midd, eleven the third,

and so on.

equired,
day.?  A¢

s of cach

otlerit

prescribed,
twelve the see

Be Afterward. After the services of the
week of the feast of tabernucles,  The contine
ual burnt offering. Consisting of two lambs

morning and the other in the
88-42),

first

crities

duily—one in the
evening (Exod, 20,

6. From the
month.
ward” of verse 5 thy

day of the seventh

infer from the * atter
the continual burnt offer-
ing " of two lambs daily was not offered before the
feast of tabernacles. Others, on the contrary, think
that none but this was offered until after that feast.
Th

ome

se inferences, however, are unwarranted,  The
statement of this verse is that offered burnt

from the first day of the
burnt offerings of the seventh mo
duly

they
offerings month,
All the th re-
quired by the first
of the month up to the beginning of the feast of
as the custom

law were made from the

which, during its weck,
required, superseded other
afterward the usual burnt offer

tubernacles,
of cach dg
but immediately
ings were resumed and continued,

7s Zidon . . . Tyre . . . Lebanon . . .
Joppa « .« . Cyrus, « o Persia. The justa-
position  of these names is suggestive,  We
only observe the care of the later
to obtain iuls  for the temple from the
region and in th was
done by Solomon (comp. 1 Kings 5 and 2 Chron,
8-16), but also note with how many different lands
and nutions the Israclitish people into con-
tact first and last.  They were not only to be, un-
der God, the depositories of divine revelation, but,
set in the center of the great highway of ancient
commerce and afterward dispersed among all the
nations, they held up tomany peoples the spectacle
of a monotheistic worship, and after the rebuilding
of their temple their very existence beeame u per-
manent and powerful protest against idolatry,

8. Second year, It required time to negotiate
and arrange for the bringing of wood by sea from

offerings

not Jews

mater

sane sdme  manner as

came
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work of rebuilding was ne
but of venty
ordained that the
tubernacle
Jehovah

so that the
lubor a few months,
v olds  The Moss
Levites should begin their work in the
at the age of thirty (Num, 4.
had given rest to his people
to be carried about no mor
the Levites were perm
and it

Lebanon,

years

t : Jaw
, but after
the tabernacle was
rseded by
itted to serve at
ordained

it be supn

the temple,

an carlier expressly

among Da t instruction the Levites
micht I ed 1o 1 twenty
Years e (1 Chror 27

9. Jeshu uml Kadmiel, Not the Jeshua
of verse 2 above, but the ],:\m~n4|m l'mum.\ in
chap, 2 there called * ldren of
11 probably the true reading

ind shoul ted in place of the sons of’
Judah in  this versc wgether. The Ile-
brew is * as one They all st up together as

ms work of re-
The

us the

one man to push forward the glo
building the temple,  Sons of Henadad,
most natural e words,

text now stands,

istruction of these

is to regard them as in apposition
with and Kadmicl, und so designating
Henadad as the ancestor of both,  Others think
that these words denote a third class or family of
Levites, coordinate with the sons of Jeshua and
Kudmiel, but, if so, the position of the words in the
verse, ufter the st which and
without the conjunction ** is inexplicable.

1%. Had seen the first house, The Hebrew
text ax pointed by the Masorctes makes this
passage read that these ancient fathers “saw the
first house when it was founded.”  But the first
foundation was laid some five hundred years be
fore.
usage of the later Hebrew, and the Masoretic point-
Maurer refers the He-
brew suffix to Zertbbabel, and so makes it read,
“When he laid the foundation of this house.'
But, as Zerubbabel is not mentioned in the context,
it is better to translate the impersonall
and the Common Version cannot well be improved,
Some fifty-two years elapsed since the destrne-
tion of the first house by the Chuldeans, so that
exiles now seventy had been nearly eighteen
yeurs old while the temple was yet standing, and
could easily remember it,

Jeshua

intervene

vinents
and,”

The construction is best explained as aloose

passage

The Lesson Council.

Question 1. What people did the Jews fear after
their veturn, and why should fear induce them to re-
build the altar ?

In addition to the idolatrous tribes who had been
colonized in Palestine by Nebuchadnezzar there
were the Samaritans, whom Jewish writers affirm
to be Cuthites colonized by Esar-haddon, but who
declared themselves to be the descendants of
Ephraim and Manasseh, sons of Joseph, They are




an, 8,

wus no
wenty
hat the

crve ot
dained
Levites
twenty

Jeshua
(dy in
ren of

cading
s of’
¢ Ile-
her as
of re-
, The
s the
sition
nuting
think
ily of
i and
in the
e and
ble.

ehrew
s this
w the
e first
rs be-

loose
point-
e He-
read,
use, ™
ntext,
nally,
oved,

strie-
 that
hteen
, and

after
to re-

been
there
flirm

who
s of
y are

Jan, 8

SUNDAY SCHOOL B.A NNER, 28

the adversaries of Judah und Benjamin of chap, Analytical and Biblical Outline
i. 1, where they are first mentioned. It is not cer- The Spirit of the Temple Builders.
tain that the returned exiles raised the altar because gl = L
they were afraid.  The particle 4 has the signifi- | I Te Seien or Uxiry,
cation of although, notwithstanding.  Howe ver, | Gathered....as one man, v. 1,
Jor s its usual meaning, and the people desired a | ** With one accord.” Acts 2,
cred refuge where they would meet God in days “ Be... joined together,” 1 (
of fear und trembling, IL Tuk Seirir or Worsne,
Builided the altar, v, 2,

* Worship the Lord thy Go

*In the beauty of holiness,
It was “ the visible hearthstone of the invisible 111, Ty Seirir or Faimn,

Church.”  The Israclites were children indeed, Fi
and the detailed puraphernalia of tabernacle and
temple all served as an object lesson to them. Iy
i uding on to some-
thing higher and better, The child beeame a man
and put aw ay childish things, diseerning more and

)

3
Jor. 1. 10.

Question 2, Wiat was the desion of the temple
at Jerusalem ?

Muatt. 4. 10,
il 92, 9,

fear was upon them, v, 3,
What time 1 am afraid.” Psalm 56. 3.
** Lord is my helper.” IHeb, 13, 6.
IV, Tue Seirir or Coxske RATION,
To affer burnt offerings, v, 6,

* Present your bodies.” Rom, 12. 1.
more the temple in the heavens and the temple GG

in the soul of man of which it was but the type. V. Thg §
The archetype of the Jerusalem temple compre-
hended the throne of God yonder, and a race of
spiritual beings here, in either instance, the sane- |
tuary ot Jehovah.—James M, Thoburn, .Jp,,

e their own selves,” 2 Cor, 8, 8.
PIRIT OF LiBERALITY,
They gave money. v, 7.
* More blessed to give.” Acts 20, 3.
** Ability which God giveth,” 1 Peter 4, 11,
V1. The Seirir or Praisk,

D, They sang together, v. 11.
N Whoidead 2u2 “Singing s aki ] " Eph, 5. 19,
Question 3, /s the Christian minisier of to-day “\""""1"“-'1{““ l““ll\lillu “’k‘]”'.l-'f ‘}‘_l"'.') ]‘ 1
» U v SZIV ' .
inany sense a priest” according to the Old Testa- upplication with thanksgiv ng el

ment conception ?

** They shall teach Jucob thy judgments, and Is- Thoughts for Young People,

racl thy law : they shall put incense before thee, | Lessons on Work and Worship.
and whole burnt sacrifice upon thine altar " (Deut, |

33, 10), Of this sum of priestly duty the first ‘ 1. God Ly l""’l'l'" need & common center of work
clause gives the only identity between the Jewish ‘“"“l “"’r“l"l" (Verse 1.)
priesthood and the Christian, ministry. The latter 2. The sacred and sccular leaders should labor

in the rest of its character agrees more nearly with | '“""'”f” i"‘”"' i“'“"‘i‘“ Ml“m.l'n cause; (Verso +

the prophetic calling, | 3. The nr.~.t duty of every 'humly and people is

| that of worship and consceration, (Verse 2,)

Question 4, Do the church buildings of our | 4 W should follow the word of God “ g it is

time sustain any likeness to the ancient temple? Is | ritten ' in our plans for his service, (Verse 4.)

it proper to call a Christian church * the house of | 5, There is need of financial outlay and of

God 2" | finuncial skill in the work of God’s house.
L If by the *ancient temple ™ the temple | (Verse 1.) !

of Solomon be meant, then it may be said that 8. God's work is joyful, and should be begum

the external form of the curly Methodist churches | with praises, (Verse 10,)

in this country sustained a certain  likeness 7. The memories of the past aw

to the external form of that temple, minus the

lutter’s architectural ornaments ; for it was built ‘v PR

pretty much after the plan of the tabernacle ; u.nd | Lesson Word-Pictures,

that plan seems to have been generally the one fol-

lowed by the builders of said churches, But if by {

the “ancient temple ” Herod's temple be meant,

aken associ-
ations both joyous and mournful.  (Verse 12,)

The seventh month is drawing nigh. Autumn
| winds are blowing sharp and chilling across Judea,
then the likeness ceases, for our modern church | There are travelers in the highway. They are
buildings bear littie resemblance to that temple, looking away to Jerusalem as a place of refuge
2 The word “ church * is derived from the Greek | from the cutting blasts, From village and town,
1o kuriakon,” the thing pertaining to the Lord ; | from the open country, these pilgrims are flocking
hence, the place or house set apart for the purpose | to the holy city, and O, what a center of interest
of the worship of the Lord, A church building, | Jerusalem will be! Her walls may be down, her
therefore, if it be not used for any other purpose, | temple in ruins, but this is the month of the great
may with perfect propriety be called * the house | feast of tabernacles, and it is good to be going
of God,” up to the holy city. As they draw nigh to it, as
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they anxicusly look ahead, and it bursts upon their
viow, they break out into the stately psalms of
old and jubilantly lift up the voice. But O, it is
not a queen sitting on her throne they see, but
such a poor, humbled ruin heap, the gates charred
and broken, the towers prostrate, and no house of
God to throw wide open its princely doors and
welecome them.  Still, it is much better to be
here than at Babylon, and into loud, triumphant
psalms they break forth, while faith and hope are
the good angels keeping them company as they go
up to Jerusalem. And within the broken walls
gladly gather the once exiles, but now at home in
dear, old, ruined Jerusalem,

They mcet at the temple, Look about and see
who are here,  There is Jeshua, the son of Joza-
dak. Ilis brethren, the priests, are with him.
Here stands Zerubbabel, the son of Shealtiel. His
brethren, also, keep him company. And all
around, standing on the ruin heaps, looking
eagerly at their leaders, are the returned exiles,
And what do Jeshua, Zerubbabel, and their
brethren purpose? Is it a work of rebuilding?
Yes. They clear away the rubbish. They level
the ground. They build the altar of Israel’s God.
They set the altar upon its bases. And soon, how
the burnt offerings smoke heavenward ! O happy
season of worship. The feast of tabernacles is
kept. The God of seedtime and harvest is re-
membered and honored. That dear old feast!
As did the fathers, so do the children, bowing
down to the God of earth and sky—Jehovah, Isra-
ol’s God.

Soon winter darkens o'er all the land. The
drenching rains smite down through the air. The
winds blow drearily.

But hark! Do you not hear the blows of axes
ringing out amid the forests of Lebanon? The
ecdar trees are falling, all for service at Jerusalem,
I can also see the suilors rafting the timbers down
%o the Holy Land. Happy ministry to which
eodar beam and joist will be exalted when the
spring shall open !

It opens at last.

Warmer suns kindle their light above Olivet,
The birds are again in brake and bush. The hus
bandman is going out into the fields, The second
month is here,  All amid the ruin heaps at the
temple gather the appointed workmen, When the
y when the builders are laying the

ground is cleare
foundation of
witnessed ! There are the priests in their robes,
They lift far-cchoing trumpets.  There, too, are
the Levites, They beat the sounding eymbals,
There are the goodly rows of singers. As the
foundation is luid, what a triumphant outhurst of
music there is from trumpet und eymbal! What a
rejoicing in sweet, glad psalms! What a mighty
shout from all the people !

What wonder that the white-haired old priests

s house, what a goodly sight is

| on without two good hours each d y for his pri-

| by the enr.

and Levites, bowed with age, weep as they see the
foundation stones sinking in their places ! Before

them, ie im ation, rise again in splendor the

walls of the old-time temple.  0,it is a wonderful
hour! There is the sobbing of the ancient men.
There is the shouting of the younger.  Sighs and
shouts all ascend before God. Faith gathers the
very tears in her golden chalice, and lifts them in
humble offering before Jehovah,

Orientalisms of the Lesson.

Verse 7. The Sea of Joppa is still the place of
landing of ships for all of Palestine, the only sea-
port. On September 26 last a railrond was opened
and is operated from Joppa to the Joppa gate of
Jerusalem, or within two miles of it. Joppa is to-
day largely a German settlement, so many Ger-
man Jews being settled there, with lager beer in
the front everywhere. Tyre and Zidon were the
cities of less importance, but until Cesarea was
built Joppa was the chief port, and has survived
all changes from the times of Genesis till now,
when one boards a train under the shout, * All
aboard for Jerusalem.”

By Way of Illustration.

‘¢ The people gathered themselves togethey s one
man.” On the day of Pentecost the disciples
were all with one accord in one place. Every
great revival has been the result of united prayer.
The slenderest thread, when multiplied, will form
the strongest cable,

Verse 3. There was much to do, but the people
took time for worship. An army is never in so
good trim for battle as after a sound sleep and a
square morning meal. So every servant of Christ
must often reeruit his spiritual strength by sitting
down at the Master's feet in meditation and prayer
and the reading of God’s word. The disciples were
not wasting their time when they sat down beside
their Lord and conversed with him under the
olives of Bethany or by the scashore. Those were
their feeding times. Luther said he could not get

vate devotions. That busy and valiant preacher,
Dr. Edward N. Kirk, st apart days for fasting
and prayer, and observed them earefully amid
most arduous duties,— Cuyler,

& Fearawas upon them.”  The missionaries to
the Fiji Islands were threatened with destruction
ged natives, and had no defense but
prayer. Their enemies heard them praying and
fled., One gave the reason thus: “ They found
you praying to your God, and they knew your
God is a strong God ; so they are gone.”

ot
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" Feast of tabernacles,” Like the Thanksgiving |
Duy.  When New England was first settled so
great were the hardships that the settlers often laid
their distresses before heaven in days of fusting
and prayer,

At length, when the assembly pro
posed another fust, a farmer of plain sense arose
and declared that since the climate was healthful,
the rivers were full of fish, the earth had begun to
vield an inerease, and, above all, since they had
civil and religious liberty, they should have a day
of thanksgiving. Such is the origin of ghe
Thanksgiving Day ! In like manner these Jews
were enduring hardships, hut they found occasion |
to celebrate their Thanksgiving,

Ferse 5. 'I'he burnt offering meant consecra-
tion.  The freewill offering was like our little
personal gifts of self-denial,
self-denial !

Consecration and
Some one wrote Chaplain McCabe
asking him to take stock in a silver mine w hich
was to be worked in the interest of missions and
e replied: “ We have two
mines already which we are working with great
suceess. One of them is “self-denial, situated inthe
Valley of Humiliation,
tion,” which is entered on the heavenly side of the
Brook Penicl,

riches  are

church extension.

The other is *consecra-

These are glorious mines !
inexhaustible,
them to bring the world to Chirist,” |

Their
There is enough in

Verses 10 and 11 The word rendered *¢ praise " |
sometimes signifies the irradiation of a luminous
body. Christian song is the reflection of God's
goodness and glory,

Mohammedanism has no hymnal, nor has Hin-
dooism, nor Buddhism, No glorious outburst of
sacred song from the hearts and lips of these people
ever awoke the echoes of any heathen or Moham-
medun temple, and never will, till those temples |
become the churches of our Lord Jesus Christ,—
Dr. Butler,

Ferse 12, Even music has its minor; so does
sorrow mingle with ull carthly joy. The Joy of
heaven alone will be perfect and complete joy.

The Teachers’ Meeting.

Find the fucts connceted with Z(‘Hl]lhuh(vl.‘
Jeshua, Cyrus, “the people of those countries,”
‘burnt-offerings,”  ** freewill offering,” * feast
't tabernacles,” “ cymbals,” cte,...Notice the
time of the lesson, and the number of years after
the destruction of the first temple....Give the
fucts of the lesson from the outline: (1) The
Altar Built; (2) The Offerings Renewed ; (8) The
Foundations Laid; (4) The Mingled Voices

What duties are here suggested for church work ¢

.. What good beginnings do we find here illus-
trated 4., . In teaching, describe the condition and
sircumstances of the returned exiles, and show how |
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their example may encourage us....What eauses
for praise had they which we also possess !, ... Am
outline for the class or for review : Returning, Re-
newing, Rebuilding, Rejoicing.

References.

Frexman's Hanvsook., Ver. 7: Money tablets
374.  Ver. 11: Responsive singing, 259....Fos
TER'S CYcrorknia, Ver. 2: Prose, 6444, 6446, Ver,
8: Prose, 6957, 10798-10800, 4254, 4255, 12500,
12301, Ver. 10: Prose, 11052-11060,

Blackboard.

(op's TempLe
7
My INNER
LIFE

-

SEE THAT THE FOUNDATION
IS LAID RIGHT

Review.--What did the Jews do when they re-
asscmbled at Jerusalem ? Worshiped God, How?
They builded an altar, offered sacrifiees, und kepg
the feast of tabernacles, Then what did they dot
Prepared to build the temple, What was the firsg
thing to do? Lay the foundation,

ArrricaTioN, —We commonly represent the Learg
a8 being the place of good or evil thoughts—so we
place it here as the te mple of our inner life, and
call it God’s temple, beeause it should be dedicated
to his worship, The foundation of a good life is
laid in childhood, See that the foundation ie laid
right. Now is the time to do it.

Primary and 1 ntermediate.

Lessox Tuovenr,
Review,

Building for God.

[Call back the lust lesson, and conneet
with this by the story, vividly told, of the march
home, Picture the joy of the people as they come

| in sight of Jerusalem, and their sadness as they

look upon the ruins of the beloved city, Tell a
story of two little boys who went with their par-
ents to visit cousins living on the side of o moun-
tain.  While they were gone a flood swept through
their valley, and when they came in sight of the
dear home they saw only ruin where peace and
prosperity had been ! They must have felt  little
as the Jews did when they came in sight of their
old home. ]
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1. Make an altar of sacrifice on the board, and
tell that the Jews built this as soon as they could.
Tell that they were in a country strange to most
of them, and surrounded by enemies who were
watching for a chance to do them harm. Before
they built homes for themselves they made this
altar for the Lord. They did not wait to build his
house before beginning to worship him.

Was this right 7 Yes: nothing should come be-
tween us and the worship of ( We cannot
begin it too early, nor can we be too much in ear-
nest about it. God wants the worship and praise

of every little child. Sing ‘Serve him, serve
him, all ye little children.”

2, [Use Lesson Symbol without the words.)
Now the people were ready to work. Every day
they offered sacrifices on the altar they had built.
Every morning and evening they sought the bless-
ing of the Lord upon their work. They knew
that if God did not help them their enemies would
soon conquer them. Every day we live we ought
to offer our lives to God, and ask him to keep us
and use us for his own work.

[Tell how they prepared for building.] They
brought the best things. They were willing to
take trouble to find the best. They were willing

to pay the price for the best. Some folks give to |
the Lord what they do not prize very much. But |
the Jews did not. At last the stones of the foun- |

dation were ready to lay. [Secif the children under-
stand what a foundation is, and explain that every
good building and every good life must stand on a
good foundation, else it will surely fall.]

Sing *‘ Praise him, praise him,” ete.] The
people were so glad to sec the foundations of the
Lord’s house laid that they sang praises and made
music on instruments, But while some shouted
for joy, others wept aloud. Do you wonder why ?
Some of the old men had seen the beautiful temple
which had been burned. [Show a good picture of
Solomon’s temple, if possible.] It made them sad
to think how this house of the Lord had been de-
stroyed because God’s people would not obey and
serve him ! Perhaps they remembered their own
sins of self-will and thoughtlessness. We can-
not help but be sorry when we think of our sins,
even while our hearts are glad because of God's

Em—— goodness,
YE ARE THE 4. ['Tell that you are going
RV IR to write on the board some-

_‘Vm r ’ Print * Ye are God’s build-
;:‘mm z | ing.”” Ask two or three

children what they think
God means by this. |

Every building must have
a foundation. [This may be well illustrated by
blocks.] Little children lay foundations while

thing from God's word. |

[Jan, s

they are young. [Start two block houses side by
side. Lay the foundations well in one, in the
other let the blocks be loosely laid and the basis
narrow. Let the children eriticise freely.  As youn
build, talk about two boys who are building
for God, the other for the world.  One is honest,
prompt, kind, truthful. He likes to go to Sunds
school and to church. e learns his lessons, and
is quiet and obedient, The other is careless, rude,
unloving, ill-natured. Both are laying founda

tions. Ask which is the foundation that will stand.
You can readily see how a striking object lesson
can be developed which will interest and impress
the children. If the class know the building
song, use it now ; if not, teach it now.

one

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No. 1.

Lord, this day thy children me
In thy name, O Lord, assembling.
O day of rest and gladness.

Within God’s temple now we meet.

Praise, for his excellent greatness,

No. 2.
Praise the Lord ! ye heavens, adore him. g
Lift up your hearts to thi
Christians, lift your voices.
Hallelujah ! song of gladness.
Young men and maidens, raise,

rs above,

The Lesson Catechism,
[For the entire school. ]

1. What did the returned captives do at Jerusa-
lem? They gathered themselves together
as one man.

2. What did they offerto God ! Burnt offere
ings and prayers,

3. For wuat did they give money ! To build
again the house of God.

4. In what did the priests and Levites lead the
people?  In singing praise to God.

5. What did the people do? Some wept,
while others shouted for joy.

6. Whatisthe Gorvex Texr? ¢ They praised
the Lord,”® cte.

CATECH

M QUESTIONS.

3. Who is the great Teacher of religion?

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, our Redeemer.

4. What do you call His religion?
Christianity.

SN
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GOLDEN TEXT. Except the Lord build the house, they labor in vain

that build it,
Authorized Version,
Hag, 2. 1.9,

1 In the seventh month, in the one und twentietl
day of the month, came the word of the Lorn by
the prophet Hag'wi-i, 5 ying,

2 Speak now 1o Ze-rub'bu-bel the son of She-
al'ti-el, governor ot Jy dali, and to Josh'u-a the
son of Jos'e-dechy, the high priest, and to the resi-
due of the people, » ying,

3 Who ix left wmong you that saw this house in
her first glory £ and how do ye see it now ¢
not In your cyes in comparison of it as nothi

4 Yet now bhe strong, O Ze-rub'ba-bel, saith the

LCommit to memory vorses 5, 0]

Logrp ; and be strong, O Josh u-a, son of Jos e-dech, |

the high priest: and be strong, 411 ye people of the
land, saith the Lorn, and work : tor I am with you,
sith the Lorn of hosts :

5 According to the word that I covenanted with
you when ye'came out of E'gypt, so my Spirit re-
muineth wmong you: fear ye not,

6 For fhus saith the Lorn of hosts : Yet once, it
@ little while, and | will shake the heavens, and
the carth, und the seq and the dry land ;

7 And I will shake all nations, and the Desire
of all nations shall come : and [ will fill this house
with glory, saith the Lorp of hosts.

8 The silver is mine, and the gold s mine, saith
the Lorp of hosts,

9 The glory of this latter house shall be greater
than of the former, saith the Loxro of hosts : and

in this place will [ give peace, saith the Lowif of
hosts,

TIME. —About B, ¢, 5 about fifteen years
after the incidents of the last lesson, PLACE.,
—dJerusalem., RULERS.—( ‘vrus, King of Per-
®in g Zerubbabel (sometimes called Sheshbuzzar),
Governor of Judah ; Joshua, high priest. DOCa
TRINAL SUGGESTION. The presence of
God,

HOME READINGS.
M. Encouraging the people.
Tu. The command to build,
W. Obeying the command,
Th. God's covenant. FExod, 29, B8-44,
F. The glory of God. 2 Chron, 5. 11-14,
S “Tam with you,” TIsa, 41, 8-14.
8. God for us, Rom, 8, 31,

.
LESSON HYMNS,

No. 168, New Canadian Hymnal,
There is work to do for Jesus,

No. 165, New Canadian Hymnal,
Work, for the night is coming,

No. 166, New Canadian Hymnal,

Now, the sowing and the weeping,

Psalm 127, 1.
Revised Version,
L Inthe seventh month, in the one and tw enticth
day of the month, came the word of the Lonn
2 by Hag'wa-i the prophet, saying, Speak now to
Ze-rubbu-bel the son of She-ul'ti-c by

overnor

of Ju'dahy, and to Josh'u-a the son of Jo hoz'a-

duk, the high pricst, and to the remnant of' the
4 people, saying, Who is left among You that saw
this house in its former glory ¢ and how do ye
seeit now ! is it not in your eyes as nothing ¢
Yet now be strong, O Z rub’ba-bel, suith the
Lok j and be strong, O Josh'u-a, son of Je-hoz'-
=dak, the high priest; and be strong, ull ye
people of the Tand, saith the Loro, and work :
3 for Lam with you, suith the Lorn of hosts, ae-
cording to the word that 1 covenanted with you
when ye camie out of E'gypt, and my spirig
abode among you: fear Ye not,  For thus saith
the Lorb of hosts : Yet oneé, it is a little while,
and T will shake the heavens, and the earth,
and the sea, und the dry lund ; and T will shake
all nations, and the desirable things of all
nations shall come, and T will fil] this house
with glory, saith the Lo of hosts, The silver
is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the Lorp of
hosts, The latter glory of this house shall be
greater than the former, saith the Lorp of
hosts : and in this place will T give peace, saith
the Lorp of hosts,

-1

© »

DOMINION HYMNAL,

Hymns, Nos. 90, 89, 96,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDE?
[ 1. Past Failure, v. 1-3,

Tell what you know about the prophet Haggai,

To what two eminent men was he semt !

Tell what you know about each of these men,

How many years had passed since "0 destriye-
tion of Solomon’s temple ?

What did we learn in last Sunday’s lesson con-
cerning the bitterness of the comparison made in
verse 3¢

N

How long since the second temple had heen
begun ?

Why was it not already finished 2
2. Present Duty, v. 4, 5,

What other Hebrew leader had 1 en urged by
the Lord to  be strong ¢

What reason does God give for vigor und conti-
dence on the part of Zerubbabel and Jdoshua?

What covenant had God made with the Hebrews

when they came out of Egypt¢
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W ho brought them out of Egypt!?
W hut comforting assurance is given by the
in verse b
Have we any right to take that
own hearts ?
3. Future Glory, v. 6= \'
What did the Lord promise should happen in*a |
little while?™ \|
|
|

Lord

|
assurance to our \
|

What is meant by this shaking ot heaven, earth,

?

and sea?

What great military genius shook
after Haggai had gone to his grave?

What is the meaning of ** the Desire of all na-
tions 2"

In what physical sense and in what spiritual
gense was the second temple filled with glory ?

Is the eighth verse really true?

If it is true, is it everright to fret orto bediscon=
h money a8 we

all nations

tented beeause we have not as muc
may desire ¢

If it is true, and if we do our duty, i3 there any
renson to be apprehiensive for the financial future
of oursclves, our churches, or our homes !

What great bad king added to the architectural
glory of the second temple?

Did the second temple ever become a center of

peace and prosperity ?
In what deep ~|w.|"m.n' sense was the glory of this

ater than the former?

latter house g

Practical 'l
Where does this lesson teach us that
1. It is wise to forget discouragements of  the

pust and press forward ?

2, One of the chief duties of Christian life is to
|

5 Go

t. All wealth is in God's
in proper measure to his children?

5 The true glory of the Church of God is a

1's covenant of merey withus is unbrol
and will be

hand

spiritual glory ?

Hints for Iome Study.

1. Read exhortations to moral stre ngth given by
God to the fian this high priest was named after.

2, Find what you can about the “shaking of
nutions ™" promised in verses 6, 7. When did it
come? How? By whom? With what effect on
civilization, and especially on the Hebrew religion ¢
Find which temple was really larger, Solo-

mon's or Zerubbahel's?

QUESTIONS FOR INT ERMEDIATE

SCHOLARS.
1. Past Failure, v. 1-3.

Through what prophet is this word of the Lord ?

When did he ve the message ?

To whom was the message sent !

What three questions were asked !

What says the Goroky Texr as to the cuus. of

men’s fuilures?

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

| (Luke:
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2. Present Duty, v. 4, 5.

What present duty was enjoined by the prophet ¢
To whom was this injunction given?
W hat reason had they for strength and zcal ?
What promised presence had been with them ¢
What was the Lord’s promise? (Exod. 29.

45, 46.)

W hat further promise wis now made !
What security vould God's people then have!

(Joel 3. 16.)

| 3, Future Glory, v. 6-0.

)

W hat was God about to do?
What would happen to the house of the Lord !
To what treasure did the Lord lay claim

What would the glory of this temple surpass !
What gift would the Lord there impart ¢

What message of peace did Christ’s birth bring ?
14.)

How can we each have peace? (Rom. 5. 1.)

Teachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson are we taught
1. That we ought to listen to God's word !

9. That we onught to obey God's command ¥

That we ought to trust God's promises !

Home Work for Young Bereans.
ted the first temple ; who built
ures ; who put brazen

Find who projec
le its tred

in it instead of golden ones{ in the

reiem of what wicked queen the temple was de-

serted ;. what King repaired ity who sent its treas-
ures to the King of Assyria: what later kings re
tored its worship and, so fur as they could, ite

golden glory
QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.
Were the Jews left in peace to build the temple?
Noj they were persecuted.
By whom ! By their en
Where did their enemies live? In Samaria

and other eities.

What did they get the new King of Persia to dot
T'o stop the building of the tem ples

What were the Jews obliged to do? To wait

patiently.
Who sent them cheering words? The Lord.
By whom did he speak? By the prophet
Haggai.
How were seme of the peoy

le feelingt Dise

couraged,

What did the Lord =ay ¢ ** Be strong, and
work,”

What promise did he give!? 1 am with
you.”

What did the Lord say he was coming to do#
To shake all nations.
Whoa did he say would come! The Desire

of all nations.
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Whoni did he mean? The Lord Jesus | " Words with Little People.
Christ, What the Lord wants to sce in every heart—
Who owns all the silver and gold? The Lord. Faith, Courage, Love.

What did he suy the glory of the new temple The Lesson Promise shows who will give ws
would be ! Greater than that of the old. these good gifts,
What did he promise to give in that place? Lesson Promise.

Peace, “Tam with you."

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES,
General Statement,

It seems strange that the fiery purpose which piled up God's altar promptly on the return to Jerusa-
lem should burn low so soon. But these Jews were very human. It was no easy task to build so great
a temple when means were limited ; when the time of every builder seemed needed to erect a house for
himself; when the tribes which were settled all about on the ruins of former kingdoms showed their
enmity ; when the central government of Persia lost all interest in the work 3 und when, us a climax of woe,
Jerusalem found traitors when she reached out her hand for patriots. In the midst of these difficultics
there cane two prophets with encouraging exhortations, The older of these, Haggai, uttered the words
of our lesson,  He eame into the presence of Zerubbabel and Jeshua about September or October, B, C.
321, and aroused their zenl.  is first utterances were those of warning and reproach, for rich homes
had heen built by the wealthier colonists, while God’s house had been neglected.  Four weeks later the
prophet returned with the message which we now study. e prophesies !¢ unprecedented glory of the
suered house which was now being built amid such difficulties.

Verse 1. The seventh month.  Made up of | assured the returned exiles that, sinful as their his-
the lust days of September and the first of Oc- | tory had been, God had not yet deserted ther,
tober, | Ilis spirit was in the midst of them and they had

2. Zerubbabel , , , Joshua. These men,
us the heads re speetively of eivil and ecelesiastical G=9. Compare with this prophecy Zech. 1. n,
power, were more responsible than others for the | 14, -0. Yet once, it is a little
delay in the crection of the temple.  They secem to while, ght be turned into modern Eng-
have been, in the main, good menj but both had | Jish thus:  One little period, and then the revolu-
shake. It iy usual te
king, the other an hereditary high priest; and it regard this prophetic upheaval as being mainly
wus but human for them to proceed with their | politieal and soeial, the heavens, earth, sea,
duties perfunctorily,  An instruetive contrast may | and dry land typifving the whole life of the
be drawn between these pious invertebrates and | busy world 3 and if, as is probable, this is the
und [ meuning, the * shuking " doubtless refers to the
rly took up holy tasks to which | wars of Alexander the Great. What Cyrus’s ca-
they were not born. Residue.  Remainder. " reer began, Alexander and his generals completed—

3. Who is left among you. More than o a thorough stirring around of all oriental life, se
deeade has passed since the events of the last les-  that, with a few exceptions, the old races became
son, and even then the survivors who remen- - praetically extinet, and a new world arose on the
bered the earlier temple were agal, w, when | ruins of the old. Something like the same effect
the *seventy years ™ are complete, some ancient  was produced in later times by the incursions of
wen and women still live who can reeall youthful | the barbarians on Rome., by the anarchy of cen-
mornings when their futhers led them up to the | turies which followed, Ly the discovery of Amer-
house of the Lord which Solomon built,  This  ica, and by the Renaissance.  The Desire of all
house. To Iageai's view the two temples are  nations, It has been customary to regard this
one. As nothing, Tn fitness and beauty @ in | asa propheey of the coming of our Lord, but the
mere size the seeond te mple surpassed the first, more dircet meaning of the text is to be preferred.

4. Zerubbabel ., , Joshun . , , all ye  The things which all nations have desired, the
people.  That is, the seeular ruler, the priest of © wealth and glory of the earth, will be sent as
Gody and the common people—all elasses are ex-  tribute to Jerusalem. Haggai's propheey is that
lorted to be stronge  Sce similar advice to an- | the poverty of the present moment is to be ex-
other Joshua (Josh, 1. 6-10), changed for a lavish wealth which, sincercly of-

5« The word that I covenanted with you | fered to God, will lift the latter house above the
when ve came ont of Egypts  God had | former. Silver + o . gold . + « mine. That
pPledged Israel that so long as they continued his i all the worldly wealth belonged to God the Jews
teople hie would be their God.  Verse 5 kindly * could readily learn from their history. On diffar-

no cause to fear,

9w

comeintothe world on pedestals—one an hereditary | tion is to begin, I wi

the moral buckbone, sinew, and nerve of £
Nehemial, who eag
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ent oceasions where moncy was needed by the'na- | latter |

tion, as at the exodns and in the times of’ David,
God wonderfully increased the nation’s wealth
he was about to do so u

[Jan. 15.

pse. It would be better to read this
Peace. cace
Everyone who contributed to the temple

“ the litter glory of this house.”
of soul.

in. The glory of this | was to be spiritually blessed by God.

CRITICAL NOTES.

Verse 1. Seventh month.
year of Darius, son of Hystaspes. Comp. verse 10
and chap. 1. 1, This was about seventeen yeuars
after Cyrus had issued his proclamation tor the re-
turn of the Jews from exile,
prised the six years of Cyrus, eight of his son
Cambyses, the Ahasuerus ot Ezra 4. 6, one of the
usurper Smerdis, the Artaxerses of Ezra 4. 7, and
the two years of Durius. One and twentieth
day. This would be on the seventh day of the
feast of tabernacles, which should have been, un-
der ordinary circumstances, aday of great festivity
and rejoicing. By Haggai. Thellebrew reads,
“ By the hand of Haggai the prophet,” an idiomatic
phrase equivalent to ** Through the agency of Hag-
gia.” The prophets were the mediums of divine rev-
elation, and their word was recognized as the verita-
ble word of Jehovah. The Old Testament prophets
are quite unlike the diviners, soothsayers, and
necromancers of the heathen nations. They oc-
cupy a unique position in the history of men, and
only the Hebrew nation can boast of a prophetical
literature which has exalted lessons for all time.
They were carried aloft by a supernatural inspira-

These yeurs coin-

tion, and so made the means whereby heavenly
counsels, admonitions, rebukes, warnings, and
promises were conveyed to the people. *“The
prophets,”” says Fairbairn, “ were in a peeuliar

sense the spiritual watchmen of Judah and Isracl,
the representatives of divine truth and holiness,
whose part it was to keep a wakeful and jealous eye
upon the manners of the times, to detect and re-
prove the symptoms of defection which appeared,
15 in their power to foster and

and by every m
encourage the spirit of real godliness,”

3. Saw this house in its former glory.
0ld men of seventy to eighty years of age had
been young men of eighteen years and upward
while thetemple was yet standing.  As nothing.
Is not such as it
The reference is doubtless to the

Pusey suggests the renderir

is, us nothing ¢
costliness and splendor of the first temple, which

was most elaborately covered with gold.  Sce the

statements in 1 Kings 6, 22, 28 ¢
503 2 Chron, ! §

4. Yet now be strong . . « for I am with
vou, The strengthi acquired by the presence and
help of Jehovah is better than thousands of silver
and gold,

5. The word which I covenanted with
you., The grammatical construction of *the
word " is quite uncertain, It stands in the He-
brew text with a particle which usually indicates
the uccusative case of the noun following it, und

Of the second |

! 4 gea” and “dry land "

would be most easily explained on the supposition
that the word **observe’
fullen out of the text at the beginning of this
verse.  The Common and Revised Versionssupply
the words * according to.”” Henderson makes it
and *“my spirit” the subjects of * remaineth ;™
but this is in violation of the usual grammnar of the
,, and leaves the definite partiele without
any satisfactory explanation. Puscy regards it as
“an exclamation which cannot be toreed into any

or “remember™ has

langu

grammatical relation with the preceding.”

6. Yet once. Equivalent to *once agamn.”
A little while. That is, in the near future,
Like all the apocalyptic announcements ot the
coming of Jehovah, the at and terrible day is
conceived as near at hand. T will shake the
heavens . . « earth . . . sea . . . land.
Allusions to the previous shaking of Mount Sinai,
when the Israclites ** came out of Egypt,” as sug-
This latter shak

gested in the preceding verse,

ing is to be something more wonderful thar the

earthquake of Sinai, and isto move ** heavens " and
also—a kind of universal
shoek,

7. Desire of all nations shall come. Thix
rendering of the common version has heen ex-
plained as a prophecy of the personal Messiah, and
would be most properly presented to the eye of
the reader by writing or printing the word with a
capital letter—Desire.  But the word is in the
and the verb * come is in the

singular nun

plural, for which no satisfuctory reason ecan be
given if the word be supposed to refer to the per-
sonal Messiah, Moreover, the context does not
favor the sudden introduction here of the idea ot
the personal Christ.  The thought is that Jehovah
himself will shake all the nations, fill the temple
with glory, and make its lutter glory greater than
the former ; but the edming of the Messiuh in per-
son is not suitably expressed, or even naturally
suggested, either by the context or the language
cmployed, The Revise 1 Version, accordingly, ta
the Hebrew word translated * Desire ™ as a collect-
*(lesirable  things,

kes

¢ noun, and renders it

This translation accords well with the eontext, but

ion as the

is open to the same erammatical obje
other, for no reason is apparent why the singular
noun should be construe?d with a plural verb,
The word nowhere else has such a colleetive mean-
ing, and ought not therefore to be so explained
here, except as a sheer necessity, It the prophet
intended to express the plural thought of ** desir-
able things,”” why did he not employ the plural
form of the same word (hamudhoth), which is else-
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where (l)un 11. 38, 48) used in this sense? A
more simple il grammatical translation is the
following : ** [ will shake all the nations, and they
shall come to 11, delight of all the nations.””  The
*delight” or * (desire * of all the nations is to be
understood of Jerusalem and its temple, especially
the glorious house of Jehovah, which forms the
main subject of llm prophecy. This house, like
the ancient tal. , WS @ I.r.-plwli‘- symbol of
the Church .uul kingdom of God. Its developed
New Testament picture is seen in the closing chap-
ters of Revelution, in which God and the La
the light and t mple of the New Jerusalem, and
where it is written, * The nations shall wi
light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring
their glory into it..,.And they shall bring the
glory and the honor of the nations into it
(Rev. 21, 24, 2),

ure
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9. (.Iory of this latter hnuse. The Revised
Version reads : * The latter glory of this house,”
and is to be preferred because of what is written
in verse 8, For it is the glory, rather than the
house, which is the subject of coraparison. In this
place will I give peace. The place referred

| to is to be understood of Jerusalem, where God

kby the |

| one who foretold the future,

As this explunation differs notably from that |

suggested in the common and Revised Versions,
und adopted by most expositors, o few additionul
remarks may be made in its defense.

1. It is the most natural and the only strictly
grammatical translation,
2

which makes the main word a collective and ren-
ders it *“ desirable things.”

8. Tt expresses a grand conception of future Mes-
sianie glory, which is in perfeet harmony with that
of other parallel Seripturcs. The passage 1s truly
a Messianic prophecy, but not one that depicts a
personal Messiah, It foretells rather the glorious
kingdom, whose historical and geographical start-
ing point was Jerusalem, and it belongs to the same
kind of prophecy as Isa. 65, 18: * Behold, 1 ereate
Jerusalem & rejoicing, and her people a joy.”
Comp. also Isa. 60, 3, 7:

 Nations shall come to

. It accords with the context as well us that |

thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy ris- : re : )
| the same Spirit by which the prophets foretold

-And T will glorify the house of my glory ;'
. 152 “They that are far off shall come
and bmll in the temple of the Lords; " Mieah
4.1, 2: “ Peoples shall flow unto it.  And many
nutions shall go,” ete,

The scope of this prophecy and the statement
of verse 8imply that the coming of the nations
involved the bringing of their gifts, Comp. also
Psalin 72,10, 11, But it is, after ull, not the mere
bringing of silver and gold that makes the glory
of Jehoval’s house, but the conversion of the
many nations which walk in the light of it.

This Seripture is quoted in Heb. 12, 26, and ex-
plained there of the shaking and removal of things
which give place to an immovable kingdom, That
immovable kingdom is shown to be the Gospel of
Christ, ‘“the kingdom of heaven,” called in verse
22 of the rame chapter “ Mount Zion, the city of
the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem.” It is
now accessible to all believers in Jesus, *“ the Me-
diator of the new covenant.”

| Christ enables the

gave his people rest from enemies awhile, but es-
pecially in the Gospel ** kingdom of heaven,” the
peace that passeth understanding.

The Lesson Council.

Question L. What was a * prophet™ in the
Jewish Chureh ? .

The common coneeption is that a prophet was
But the Hebrew word
nabi has a much wider significance. The wabs
(prophet) was not only a seer who announced
future events; he was the voice, the oracle, of God
to the nation ; a moral and religious teacher of the
people ; the champion of virtue, liberty, justice,
and the strict observance of the civil and religious
law aguinst the iniquities of kings and people.—

Question 2. Does the Christian ministry of
to-day have any relation to the ancient order of
prophets ?

The Christian minister is the * namesake of
the ancient prophets, just as Christ was in their ut-
terances, However, strictly speaking, pentecost
was the birthday of the preacher. Now and then
the Jews were apprised of the coming preacher in
some of their prophets, but him they saw not tilt
Christ fulfilled the prophets and instituted the
Christian ministry. A peculiar messenger had to
be provided for the new message.  The old and the
new still bear this relation to each other, namely,
Christian minister to foretell
him,

Question 3. [s it possible to know how the an-
cient Jews could distinguish between true and false

| prophets 2

The true prophets agreed in their utterances
with the divine will as given in the law; the
false prophet with the trend and temper of his
time.  “The wise shall understand.” By his
moral feeling he shall know the difference, as a
young dove by instinet knows a bird of prey.
yond this the true and the false could be distin-
guished by the result wlone. Read Isa, 8. 20,

Question 4. How did the glory of the second
temple exceed that of the first ?

A literal fulfillment of this prediction is untena-
ble. The temple, in its true idea, must be under-
stood to mean the Church of God, the offerings of
whose true worshipers must possess that predomi-
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nantly spiritual character which constitutes the
fur greater glory of this second and true temple of
God. Spiritual worship is in the eyes of God
far more glorious than sucrifices of animals, as the
eternal kingdom of God in heaven is more
ous than earthly kingdoms. The harmony of this |
interpretation with Isa. 60. 11; Micah 10. 1
Zech, 14, 14; Rev. 31, i, is apparent, if not |

eonvineing

glori-

Analytical and Biblical Outline,
Three Voices.
1. Tue Voice or THE Past.
1. This house. .. first glory. v. 3.
+ Exceeding magnifieal.” 1 Chron. 22. 5.
9. In comparison., ...nothing
“ Ancient men....wept.’ 2
1. Tue Voice o¥ THE PRESENT.
1. Yet now be strong. v. 4.
* Be strong in the Lord.” Eph. 6. 10.
2, [ am with you.
+ Will bring thy sced.” lsa. 43. 5,
Wy Spirit....amony you. v H
“ By my Spirit.”” Zech. 4. 6.
1L Tue Voick oF THE Frreee.
1. Lwill shake. ... .nations. v. 6, 7.
*The Lord. hall roar.” Jocl 3. 16,
The Desirve. . . .shall come. v. T
+ Blessed is the King.” John 12, 13,
Fill this house with glory. v. 7
* We heheld his glory.” John 1. 14
4, Glory....shall be greater. v. 9. |
“ The brightness of his glory.” Heb, 1.3,
5. In this place. .

+ tle is our peace.” Eph. 2.1

of Judah from the dust, and then forced to hold
back.

O fuith that is weary ! O love that languishes !
When will the temple walls go up into completed
beauty und strength ?

But a better duy dawns, a day of hope and eour
age. And there is a word from the Lord upom
this subject. It comes to Haggai. When, 1 know
not, and where, 1 cannot say. Like the breath of
the wind among the mulb tops, like the voice
of a bird in the night, like a cry when the heart
is weary und the flesh fails, comes the word of the
Lord to Haggai.

Hark !

Speak now to Zerubbabel ! Speak to Joshwa !

Who saw the temple in its first glory ¥

O that first house !

How stable the walls and massive the gates and
rich the splendor of its decorations !

Peerless among temples was that house, like
Lebanon's cedars among trees, like Hermon's top
among mountains, like Jerusalem amony cities.

But this half finished building—0, how in-
ferior! The walls are incomplete, the gateways
rough, the courts belittered, the foundations yet
unid the rubbish! But O, Zerubbabel and Joshua,
this is a new day. The Lord is with you! The
God of Israel in the days of Egypt is h

O how it stirs the senses, thrills the imagination,

arouses

ope, und strengthens faith ! It all comes
vack in thought how the bondmen looked up for
deliverance, how Pharaol’s host pressed hard

[ after them and erowded them down to the water's
| edge.  And then Jehovah went before his people,
| marching them across the Red Sea bed !

What a progress, rank upon rank, a mighty

| host, pressing on, looking up to their Shepherd lead-

Thoughts for Young People.
God’s Work in the World.

1o Comparisons are misleading. God saw a |
aplendid success in this temple, which was re- |
aarded as an utter fuilure by the men who were |

, ** The former
remember this,

building it.  When good people
years were better than thes
that there ave no data on’which spiritual com-

parisons can be safely based.

2. God's presence is the supreme source of strength.
If we hear him say, * 1 am with you,”" it matters
little who else is absent.

3. God's hand is felt in all social convulsions.
We talk of the forces we see—earthquakes, finan-

cial panies, armies, diseases but there is an in-
visible hand which moves all forces—natural and
spiritual ;. and  prayer moves the hand which
moves the world.

Lesson Word-Pictures.
0 day of discouragement at Jerusalem! Come, l
100k at the temple walls that rose from the ground,
apringing up out of shame and defeat like the lion

ing his people like a flock, looking buck to catch
the sound of rumbling chariot wheels and the
ceho of Egyptian war cries,

And then God swung the flood gates back and
let the water do its work upon Egypt's impious host.

And that God will be Isracl's God to-day. He
shook the nations onee ; he will shake ¢
the Desire of all nations shall cor
glory to his appearing! What justic
what holiness and power ! O eyes that are weary,
look up, and hands that are wasted, be lifted ! Fne
Desire of all nations shall come. This house shall
be filled with glory. Yes, the temple shall be
built up and it shall shine in Jehovah’s splendor

The silver is God’s. The gold is God's.

The glory of the latter house shall surcly dawn.
It shall surpass the former glory. It breaks now
even. I see it coming, spreading, illuminating. It
is pouring over the hilltops. Itiscoming down the
mountain sides. It is sweeping across the plains
Glory everywhere, Isracl's glory, above all, Jeho-
vah's glory, and there in the temple descends

| upon his loved ones his blessing of peace.
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Orientalisms of the Lesson. the hunds of each a lighted candle. How uscless
Hag. 2.8: “The gold is mine,” is a prophecy | it M‘t-mf—lm\v pale and (‘ﬂlnr).tws ll'u- little flame
which finds a strong fulfillment. The transfer of | APPC! s the gorgeous flood of sunlight ! But the
eriental wealth from heathen to Christian lands | Proeession ”“)\.T." along through the durk v:u«-l'n'n.
is among the marked providences of our times, ,.“““(,h; m'n,- aftor ““”‘h”,, loses l.]“. splendor of
India has laid its wealth down at the door of Chris- ‘f“"hgm; in the hands of one _“m"r_ aniother the
“an Europe. That wealth built the splendid cities M'M:' ‘."“'”"lvll"m w”,“"\ “'m' l-ruht. i .”'“.'h”'l"
1 Italy—Genoa, Florence, Venice, By the discoy- 1u-.~~‘, :nunl‘h,& xlunl by lh'v.\ are all \\ull-;m‘_: in .th«
ry of the passage round Good Hope it was turned ‘I“r.k' !"'Il}l'.':." m»'z‘m E1ei candies gs & iy wers
o Western Europe. God gave it to the Christian thulr'\ur{ lll.\.. [‘hut scems to]nu a l'l\'tlllrle of l:hu
aations. A single row of warchouses in London vay Inwhich (".,'l y Pm“”?““ of congolation, which
would buy up all of the ity of Yeddo in Japan. | ¢ attach very little meaning to at first, come out
The inerease of wealth of Christian England is be- n.n'tu beauty and value as we passIOn %0 our
youd all precedent in history. Its capital is V%
£43,700,000,000, and its annual income is £7,000,-
000,000.  The Protestant community of the United
Btates adds to its stored-up capital its savings of
£500,000,000 a year.  All this is a trust. It is
6od's silver and gol!

Ferse 8. So thought John Wesley.  When he
received thirty pounds he lived on twenty-eight
pounds, and gave two pounds. The next year he
received sixty pounds, and, still living on twenty-
cight pounds, he gave away thirty-two pounds,
Perse 9. The glory of this house consisted in The third year he received ninety pounds, and
many things, among which was the fact that it was gave sixty-two pounds. The fourth year he re-
preserved inviolate during the terrible conflict be- (‘."'Ved one l'“"“"}‘d und twenty pounds; still he
tween the Persian and the Greek Empires. This lived on twenty-eight pounds and gave to the poor
whole prediction was literally fulfilled. The ex- = all the rest.
ternal glory was possibly eclipsed by the golden
house of Nero, but the internal and spiritual glory
eommands the attention of all men.

Golden Text. ** When the sun is gone down all
the candles in the world cannot make it day.” So
all church service and organization without God’s
presence and help is like trying to turn night into
By Way of Illustration. day with u candle.

Bneouraging the people. * le strong.” * Feap th.n .\ntiaonu? was about to engage il.l a sea
yenot.”  When Moses sent spies into the land of 12Nt with Ptolemy’s urmadu, and the ]nln’n'u-nulo.ut,
Canaan he said to them, ** Be ye of good cour- it “'.'“‘ "“l"l}' H0re they are ””"f wel” the king
age.” Somebody must show courage, because the replied, “ True, if you count tln:vlr numbers ; but
masses of men always sce breakers ahead, John for how many do you value me?

Randolph said of this country once, * It can never
be a manuficturing country. The people cannot .
live in this climate.” People will tell you, * You The Teachers’ Meeting.
ean’t do it.” The cars of all noble workers have
heard that ery. Columbus was forbidden this new
world, but he found it ; Luther his right of private
Jjudgment, but he established it 3 Galileo his new
shought that the world does move, but he held
it.  Men challenged the idea that a steamer could
eross the Atlantic, und an English lord agreed to cat
the engine that would first suceessfully push a boat
across, The boat was a success, Men said to

An unusually apt outline for the teaching of this
lesson is that suggested in the lesson (1) Past Fail-
ure; (2) Present Duty; (3) Future Glory....
Draw word-picture of social and political condi-
tion of Jerusalem at time of this propheey : gov-
ernory high  priest; surrounding  heathenism ;
character of Jewish settlers. ... What the temple
stood fory the impression its completion would

make on morals of the little ety ; on the hetero-
Nupoleon, * You eannot cross the Alps ;™ and his seneous population of the western end of the PPer-
response was, ‘“There shall be no Alps.” Men | sian Empire. ... Recount hindrances ; selfishness

laughed at (h?» inventions of George Stephenson, | poverty ; fear, ete.... Reasons for immediate go-
but ‘:\'t-r.v engine th.;nt goes roaring onward across tivity. .../ Analyze ¢ future glory "—what the He-
sontinents to-day is but the lengthened shadow

brew temple became ax o spiritual light in the
world apart from the coming of Christ, Down to
“decording to the word that I covenanted with | the date of this lesson the worship of Jehovah at
you. ave you ever been one of o party to ex- | Jerusalem, while powerfully affected by the wor-
p]oroadurk,:lm»lu-u\'n-ru~(hv Mammoth Cave of | ship of false gods elsewhere, had had very little
Kentucky or the catacombs? The tourists all | effeet upon such worship.  Heneeforth Judaism
stand out in the sunlight, and the attendant
know the journcy the

of the one man. —Sabhath Reading. |

ts, who | became a factor in the molding of religious opinion
Y ure going to make, putinto | in the remotest corners of the known world.
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Blackboard.

Draw the crown with yellow chalk, the
running through it with white,

God said that the glory of this latter house would
be greater than the temple built by Solomon. In
what way was it greater?  Not in silver or gold.
It had not the ark, and several of the divine
were wanting ; how then did it exceed in gle
first temple ! The glory of the latter ho
the * Prince of Peace,” the Son of God, J
Christ, who was greater than Solomon,
there a child, and afterward as the
and Lord of all.

words

%

glories

who was
us

preacher,

teacher,

Primary and Intermediate.
When
Do you ever
thing and then get tired and leave off 2 This is
what the Jews did. They s0 glad to get
| buck to their that they

Lessox Thovenr. Josus O

Intvoduct

NS,

ory. begin to do some-

were

dear  home began very

the
and discour, Their enemies, the writans,
tried to hinder them, but the thing that really
hindered was the lack of real love and zeal in their
own hearts.  So long as we truly want to do right |
and please God, just so long we can do it, even
though a host of foes rise up aguinst us,

When we get tired, what do we like to do? Yes,
rest. The Jews thought they would rest awhile,
and maybe their

ord’s house,

¢

enemies would stop troublin
them,

But the longer they waited the less they cared
to build the Lord’s house. They began to build
| houses for themselves, Some think they even
dared to use the cedar wood that had been brought

SCHOOIL BANNER.

8340-8341,

cagerly to do the work they were told to do—build |
But by and by they grew'tired |

[Jan. 1.

Then (ruuble
and they said

Lord’s house !
heavy loss

from Lebanon for the
e, bad harvests,

they could not build the Lord’s house now when
the times were so hard !

1 v Do you think the Jews
were happy n O, no; when we leaveour work
undone we are never happy But God did not
leave them alone.  One day ¢ itor came to Je

rusalem Ile was the

| His name was 3

| Lord's )\‘)“'1 He came to give them a message B

from the Lord b
It was on a feast day that the propbet came.
The Jews had gathered around their altar, where

the new temple was to stand,
Standing there, with the ruins of the old temple all
I i told the le how
i their conduet had been, and showed them

to worship God.

around,

selfi

and

wrong

why such trouble had come upon them.

This was the Lor
heard and obeyed,
the temple,

R s

the
They began to work
and about a month afterward the Lord

d's voice to Jews, and they

gain on

sent Haggai to visit them again, !
Doing the Lord’s work. [Show the picture of ]
Solomon’s temple, and talk a little about its ex- . :‘

ceeding beauty.  Tell how
had discouraged the

of the old men
younger ones by saying the

and mean, compared with
Lord would not care for it.]

some

ol s

new temple was so po

the oid one, that the

PSS

They did not remember that the Lord does not
I on the outside. Ile looks for the hidden
heauty.  The prophet came the second time to tell i

the people not to be discouraged,

Lord’s word with joyful hearts,

but to do the
trusting in him i
for success,

For whom do we build ?
The Lord told Haggai to tell
the people that a mighty
One was coming to the new

T

temple. e said that the

glory of the new temple 4
would be greater than that

of the old, Why? DBecause 4
Jesus would be there! g

Where he is, is glory and beauty and peace. Do
you think the Jews would have stopped building
| ifthey had known who was coming to dwell in p
| their temple ?
[ What are we building for the Lord? A work is
given to each 1]nld ~to build a house for the Lord !
[Make a hieart,] What does God want your heart
tobe? Yes, ]ux temple. Are you building it for
Do you send all evil things away ¢
let in,  But if Sin

|
|
:; him to live in?
I They will come, asking to be
| comes in, Jesus must go out !
[Print** God's Temple™ in the heart, and below,
L \l\ feet, my hands, my head, my heart, are of 1
God’s temple each a part.”)] !
Shall we carry this thought home with us?
] Tell how beautiful the plainest temple will be




n. 1.

trouble
'y said
¢ when

e Jews
ir work
lid not
' to Je
s the
1essage

came,
, where
p God.
nple all
ng and
d them

1d they
gain on
1e Lord

ture of

its ex- .

Id men
ing the
ed with
for it.]
oes not
hidden
e to tell
do the
in him

build ?
i to tell
mighty
e new
hat the
temple
an that
Because

Do
milding
well in

work is
¢ Lord!
ir heart
g it for
s away !
t if Sin

below,
, are of

ith us?
will be

SUNDAY SCHoO

when Jesus comes into it, and help children to |

remember th couplet by drilling them on it with |
the appropriste motions,
ONAL HYMNS,

No. 1.

In thy name, O Lord, 1 S86.anling,

How good thou art to me.
The Lord's my Shepherd, 1l not want.
Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty !
Come, Holy Ghost, our hearts inspire,

No, 2,

|
Lord of the worlds above,
Hear thou my prayer in heaven,
Tenderly our Father,
How gentie God's commands,
O glorious promises of God,
J

The Lesson Catechism,
[For the entire school, ]
1. How did the second temple seem when com-
pared with the first ¢ As nothing.

———

LESSON IV, JOSHUA THE HIGH PRIEST

{T. We have a great high priest, that is passed into the heave
ens, Jesus the Son of God.

About B. C. 519,
GOLDEN TEX

Authorized Version. [
Zeche 3. 110, [Commit to memory verses 7, s,

1 And he showed me Josh'u-a the high priest
stunding before the angel of the Logp, and Sa’tan
standing at his right hand to resist him,

2 And the Loro said unto Sa'tan, The Lorp re-
buke thee, O Sa'tan ; even the Lorn that hath cho- |
sen Je-ru'sa-lem rebuke thee: gs not this a brand |
plucked out of the fire ¢

3 Now Josh'u-u was clothed with filthy

gar-
ments, and stood before the angel,

+ And he answered and s
stood  before him, saying,
garments from him. "And unto him he suid, Be-
hold, T have ecaused thine iniquity to pass from

thee, and I+will clothe thee with change of rai-
ment,

ke unto those that
uke away the filthy

5 And I said, Let them set a fair miter upon his |
head. 8o they set a fuir miter upon his head, and

clothed him with garments, And the angel of the '
Lok stood by,

6 And the angel of the

Loro protested unto |
Josh'u-a, saying,

Thus saith the Lorn of hosts + If thou wilt
in my ways, and it thou wilt keep my charge,
hou shaltalso judge my house, and shalt also

Yy courts, and I will give thee places to walk |

< these that stand by,

s

car now, O Josh'u-a the high priest, thou,
and thy fellows that sit before thee : for they are
men wondered at: for, behold, T will bring forth
my servant the BRANCH,

9 For behold the stone
Josh'u

that I have laid before
“iLi upon one stone shall be seven eyes: be-

OL BANNER, 35
2. low did the prophet exhort Zerubbabel and

Joshua and the people . Be strong. Fear ye
not,

3. What cause of encouragement did God suy
they had? My Spirit remaineth
you,

4. Whom did he promise woull come? 'The
Desire of all nations,

* 8+ What did he promise about ti

among

is new temple !

The glory of this latter house shall bhe

greater than of the former.
6. Whut is the GoLokx Texr?

‘¢ Except the
Lord,*’ cte,

CATECHISY QUESTION.
5. Are there any other religions in the world?

There is only one Divine Teacher, and only one
true religion; but there have been many false

Leachers, and there are many false religions,

. [Jan. 22.
Heb, 4, 14,

Revised Version.

1 And he showed me Josh'u-u the high priest
standing before the angel of the Lorp, and Sa'-
tan standing at his right hand to be his adver-

2 sary.  And the Loro said unto Sa'tan, The
Lorn rebuke thee, O Sa'tan ; yea, the Lokn
that hath chosen Je-ru'sa-lem rebuke the

3 not this u brand plucked out of the fire ? w
Josh'u-u was elothed with filthy garments, and

4 stood before the angel,  And he unswered and
spake unto those that stood before him, suying,
Take the filthy garments from off him. And
unto him he said, Behold, T have caused thine
iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe

5 thee with rich apparel.  And I said, Let them
set a fair miter upon his head. So they set a fair
miter upon his head, and clothed him with gar-
ments; and the angel of the Lorn stood by.

% And the angel of the Lorp protested unto

7 Josh'u-u, saying, Thus saith the Lorp of hosts $
If thou wilt walk in my ways, and if thou wilt
keep my charge, then thou also shalt judge my
house, and shalt also keep my courts, and I will
give thee a pluce of necess among these tha

8 stand by,  Hear now, O Josh'u-a the high
priest, thou and thy fellows that sit before
thee; for they are men which are a sign : for,
behold, 1 will bring forth my servant the

9 Branch. For behold, the stone which I have
set before Josh'u-a; upon one stone are seven
cyes: behold, I will engrave the graving
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Bold, T will engrave the graving thereof, saith the
Lorp of hosts, and I will remove the iniquity of
shat land in one day.

10 In that day, saith the Loxrv of hosts, shall ye
eall every man his neighbor under the vine and
ander the fig tree.

TIME.—About B. C. 519; two years after the
st lesson. PERSON 1. The angel of the
Lord—the same as Jehovah, 2. Satan. 3. An an-
gel guide. 4. Joshua (sometimes called Jeshua)
tho high pricst. RULERS.—Same a8 before.

PLACE.—The altar of burnt offering within the |

semple inclosure, Jerusalem. DOCTRINAL
TION .—The priesthood of Christ.

HOME READINGS.
M. Joshua the high priest. Zech. 3. 1-10.
Tu. The accuser. Job 1. 6-12.
W. Filthy garments, Isa. 64. 1-8.
Th. ** Out of the fire.”  Eph. 2. 1-13.
F. Sin removed. Psalm 103, 1-12.
&. New clothing. Rey. 19, 5-§
8. White raiment. Rev. 3. 14

LESSON HYMNS,
No. 84, New Canadian Hymnal.
Come, every soul by sin oppressed.

No. 57, New Canadian Hymnal.

Saviour, more than life to me.

No. 87, New Canadian Hymnal.
Not all the blood of beasta.

DOMINION HYMNAL.

Ilymns, Nos. 74, 78,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDEN

1. The Adversary Rebuked, v. 1, 2
Did the events of this lesson actually oceur !
Who is the ** angel of the Li v
What does ** Satan ** here represent ¢

shua the representative ¢

Of whom w

Did the Lor
Joshua with pleasure?

What reasons does God give in the sceond verse

receive the accusations against

for justifying Jerusalem?

2. The High Priest Encouraged, v. 5-7.
What do Joshua’s filthy garments typify !
What in verse 4 does Goc

these filthy garments ¢
What deeper, more radical change had God

wrought in Joshua and in the Hebrew nation ?
What was placed upon Joshuw's head ?
What promise is made in verse 74
Qu what docs this promise hinge?

commaund concerning

[Jan, 22
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thereof, saith the Lorn of hosts, and [ will re
remove the iniquity of that land in one day.
10 In that day, gaith the Lorp of hosts, shall ye
call every man his neighbor under the vineand

under the fig tree.

Is anybody ever saved without moral faithtul-
ness !
3. Prosperity Promised, v. 510,
What is meant by ** men wondered at ™ Typ
ical men
Who is meant by ** my servant the BRANCIL? G
What other three prophets spoke of him under
this title ?
Whom does God suy really laid the foundation
of the temple !
Who will complete its ornamental details by
| ¢ engraving the graving ! i
Who will remove the iniquity of the Hebree
nation !
Who stands ready to remove our iniquity !
Can anyone remove our iniquity but God ¢

Practical Teachings.

Where does this lesson intimate that—

1. True worshipers stand in the presence of God ¢

2, Where the sons of God present themselves
Satan comes ulso ¢

3, The prime reason for our sulvation is God's
choice? It is God that justifieth.

4. With the inner and spiritual grace God ex
pects the outward and visible sign ¢
Permunent salvation depends on permanent

faithfulness ?

6. He who never slumbers nor sleeps w atehes his
Church with eyes of love !
7. God's ideal for his people is perteet purity and
perfect peace?

Hints for Home Study.

1. Find and read another Old Testament pus

)

sage which desceribes Satun ' as moral accuser o

prosecutor hetore God.
nd und rewd the deseription of the high
sarments, and be ready to explain thein

3. Find and carctully study other prophetie pas
o to the Messiah as the Branch.

referri

4. In what scnse does Christianity bring peace ¢

QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDI ATE
SCHOLARS.

| 1. The Adversary Rebuked, v. 1, 2

1 Where did the prophet see Joshua stunding !

What adversy

y was near at hand ¢

Who rebuked Satan ?

What were the words of the rebuke?
, With what question did the rebuke elose ?
| What other prophet thus speaks of  Israclt
I (Amos 4. 110)
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2. The High Priest Encouraged, v. 3-7.
How was the high priest clothed ?
What command did the Lord givet
What did the Lord say to Joshua?
What was then done to him?
Who stood by as a witness?
In whose name did the angel speak !

QUESTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS.

Who was Zechariah? A prophet of the Lord.
Who was Joshuat A high priest,
How did he serve the Lord 2 Faithfully.

| Who showed Zechariah many things? The

What did he name as conditions of the Lord’s | Lord.

favor?

What then was promised to Joshua

Who is our high priest? (GoLpex Trxr.)
3. Prosperity Promised, v. 5-10,

Who were summoned to hear the Lord’s mes-
sage ?

Whose coming was promised ¢

Whence was the Branch to spring ¢ (Isa. 11, 1,) |

What had been laid before Joshua ?

What was upon the stone ?

What did these eyes represent ? (Chap. 4. 10,)

What would occur in that day ?

Of what blessedness is this a promise? (See
Micah 4. 4.)

Teachings of the Lesson.
Where in this lesson are we taught—
1. That good people may expect opposition ¢
2. That the Lord is the defender of his people

to the world ?

Home Work for Young Bereans.
Find the names and stories of certain priests who

were ¢jected from their holy office because of moral |

unworthiness,

Read the story of how Satan accused Job before
God.

Who is said by one of the apostles to be the
chief corner stone of God's true spiritual temple ¢

3. That the coming of the Saviour meant peace |

Whom did he see standing before the angel of
the Lord? Joshua.
Who was close by to resist him 1 Satan.
’ Who is always ready to hinder good work #
| Satan,
Whom did the angel say had chosen Jerusalem ?
| The Lord.
How did Joshua look as he stood before the an-
gel? Unclean,
What was caused to puss from him ¢ His sin,
In what was he ¢lothed ? Clean garments,
What was placed upon his head ? A fair miter.
For what was he thus preparcd?  His work as
| high priest,
| What did the Lord tell him to do? Walk in
his ways.
Whom did he xay he would bring forth? The
Branch.
Who is the Branch 7 Jesus Christ.
Whatishetous? Our spotless High Priest,

4
I
l

Words with Little People.

Satan is always near, ready to keep children as
well as grown people from being good.  Shall we
be afraid of him? Noj for we have a holy High
Priest, Jesus, our dear Saviour, ready to atone for
| our sins,

Whisper Motto.
*“ He ever liveth,”

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.
General Statement.

Zechariah, a comparatively young man, allied himself with Haggai in the good work of encouraging

the builders of the temple,

images, of which this is one.

Both men came to the rulers and people fresh from God with direct mes-
suges, but Zechariah's were much less simple than those of Haggai,

He saw a succession of symbolical

Zechariah was born in captivity, of pricstly family, and suceecded his

father, Iddo (probubly), in the headship of the Davidic priest ly course, which Idde held in the earlier

days of Zerubbabel and Joshua,

The present vision sces the high wiest confronted by aspiritual ac-

cuser who waits to urge the condemnation and overthrow of the high priest and his people beeanse of
their sins.  But God, having chosen Jerusalem, dismisses the complaint and makes rich, but con-

ditional, promises,

Verse 1. He. An angel guide, who attended
Zechuriah in his supernatural visions, and ex-
plained them.  Joshua the high priest stunds,
evidently, not for himself, but typically as repre-
sentative of Jerusalem and the whole nation,
Standing. Most of the ceremonial duties of the
high priest were performed in this position, only
usually it was an altar before which he stood ; now
he fronts the angel of the Lord, and * stands”

on trial. Throughout the vision (us elsewhere) this
** angel of the Lorn " and the Lorp (Jehovah) seem
identicul. Satan. This is literally “ The Accus-
er,”” a title which has sinee been applicd to the
great enemy of our souls, There are proof texts
in plenty for a personal devil; but it will hardly
do to use this us one. Satan here s the typical
spiritual prosecutor ; nevertheless, his hostile pres-
ence during the hour of worship, and his ende | or
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to nullify the worshiper's prayers and sacrifices,
are typical of the attitude of the enemy of souls.

2. The Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem
rebuke thee. The answer to the accuser is not |
that Jerusalem is pure, but that God has chosen it ‘

sire to

There were many at this time who had
engage with the Jews in rebuilding the temy le
(80 a 4. 2), but their true spirit was selfish and
hostile, and now, like Satan, they had turned into |
accusers. A brand plucked out of the fire,
This was a proverbial expression (see Amos 4.11).
God, having rescucd the Jews so far, would not
allow them now to come to grief. (1) Our salva-

tion is based on God's choice.

3. Filthy garmentss Iere are entwined to
gether two beautiful symbols. In the first place, |
the high priest's garments were typical of purity. |
They were to be made of peculiar material in a pe-
culinr way, and their ceremonial purity symbol-
ized lofty moral life in contrast with sin.  To have
a high priest clothed with filthy garments would
be shocking to every Jew. But thero is unother
symbol there. Zechariah was born, probably, in
Persia, and knew well the custom of Persian courts
to present accused persons to justice in rags and
dirt. As soon &s innocence was established the
prisoner was not only liberated, but officially |
robed in white. Joshua still stood before the |
angel, on his trial.

4. Those that stood before him. The
servants of the angelic court. Take away.
This was a formal acquittal. I have caused
thine iniquity to pass from thee. In the
oriental mind fact and symbol always go to-
gether, The angel of the Lord first states the
spiritual pardon, and then its emblem, Change
of raiment. Fresh, clean, festal robes, I said.
This way mean either the prophet or the angel of
Jehovah, probably the latter. A fair miter. Or,
turban. This was part of the high priest’s uni-
form. ‘The angel of the Lord stood by.
Not #s n speatator ; but, having sat as a judge, he
now fises ind gives this benign command,

6. Protested, Made aflirmation on outh.

CRITICAL

Verse 1. Fle showed me, The revealer was
the médiating angel so frequently referred to by
the prophet as *““the angel that talked with me.”
Comp. chap. 1.9,13,19; 2. 3;4. 1,4, There is
no vty clear distinetion between Jehovah and
the angel of JeWovah and the angel who talked
with the prophiet.  Jehovah himself is the source
of all the revéldtions, #nd whatever he does by an
angel We traly doeés himself. What the prophet
saw wis but a vision, and is to be understood and
interpretéd As such. Hence it is out of place to
suppose, #s some have ‘done, that the high priest
was detnally guilty of appearing in the holy place
in filthy garments. The entire picture is ideal,

| ness here we shull exereise ju

[J;ln. 22,

e I, (2) Al God's blessings swing on * {f " as
doors swing on hinges, Heaven hercafter is piv-
oted on faithfulness here.  Keep my charge.
Obey my ordinanecs, Judge my house. The
immediate meaning is that Joshua shall rule God’s
temiple, preside as high pr
monials, for many years, But, as has been wiscly
said, God's people are a royal priesthood, and the
wrd of faithful-
gment hereafter,
Keep my courts, From profunation.  Places
to walk among those that stand,  That is,
Jehovah was surrounded by a throng of angel
courtiers, and if Joshua were faithtul he would be

st over the sacred cere

whole passage teaches that as ar

| wiven the privilege of walking straight through the

angelie court into the presence of God.

8, 9, 10. Hear now. For what is next te
be suid is startling. Fellows. In the priest-
hood. Men wondered at. Better, men of
type, symbolical men, They and their ecremo-
nics all point to Christ. My servant the
BRANCH. This is a direct promise of the
coming Messish—who was to spring in vigor from
the almost extinet root of David, See Zech. 6. 12;
Isa. 4. 2; 11, 13 Jer. 23. 5; 83. 15. Behold the -
stone that I have laid. Surely these men
should not hesitate to complete the temple if
Jehovah laid the corner stone. Seven eyes.
The eyes of the Lord. Here we sink decp into
lle* rew symbolism, The figures press so closely
against each other as to almost comfuse a Western
thinker. But everything was a symbol to the
Hebrew, and he did not feel himself compelled, as
we do, to make a completed picture on each ocea-
sion, but directly interpreted each symbol as it
was mentioned. This means the omniscience of
God. Engrave the graving., That is, God
not only himself lays the corner stone and designs
the architecture, but, as the infinite Contractor, he
Decomes responsible for the completion of every
ornamental detail of the entire edifice. In one
day. Once for all. Under the vine and under
the fig tree, Emblems of tranquil prosperity.
() Every Christian should seck towin others to Jesus,

NOTES.

designed 1o teach a symbolical lesson, and need
not be supposed to have had any external reality,
any more than the symbols of the candlestick and
the olive trees mentioned in the visions of the next
chapter had external reality. But the vision itself
was profoundly real to the prophet, and wrought
upon his soul by the agency of the angel of Jeho-
vah. Joshua standing . . . Satan standing.
The participle in each denotes continued action or
condition, The high priest was standing as if
about to perform the work of his offiee “the ad-
versary ? (for such is the meaning of the word
«S8atan ') was standing as an accuser and opposer.

2. Lord rebuke thee. A formulu of invok-
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ing deserved reproof, and whatever judgment and
condemnation such reproof might involve, IHere
it involved a triumphant vindication of Joshua
from the uccusations of Sutan, a gracious removal

of the marks of humiliation seen in his filthy gar- |

ments, and a con

sponding rebuke of Sutan’s at-
tacks upon him. We naturally infer that the rebuke
was uttered by the angel of Jehovah who was
stunding by. Comp. verse Brand ... out
of the fire. Allusion to the fires of chastc ning
judgment felt by Isracl in exile, Comp. Amos 4, 11,

3. Filthy garments. These symbolized the
fullen and disgraced condition of the priesthood

Aluritu!)wlinn-nl‘lhx)v‘vluniml«\iI.r. How changed, |
how fallen from that holy position and attire |

which the sacred office of high priest required, and
his Levitical conseeration implied! See Lev. 8,
1-10.  How could he stand before the angel in
such disgraceful attire, and not be the sportof every
adversary |

4. Behold, I have caused thine iniquity
to pass. 8o the filthy garments represented the
iniquity of the priesthood as well as the humili-
ating judgments consequent upon their sins,
Change of raiment. Revised Version, “ rich
apparel.”  Costly attire, and as beautiful as the
filthy garments were disgraceful.

5. I said. While wo may suppose that the

prophet himself at this point uttered the words |

which this reading aseribes to him, it is much more
natural, and accords with the Septuagint and Vul-
gate versions, to read ‘‘ he said,”” and so under-
stand the same speaker as in the preceding verse,
Joshua is not an actor in these scenes, but a pas-
sive recipient, at the most only asking after the
significance of the visions, Comp. 1. 9, 19, 21;
2.1;4. 47 5. 65 6. 4. Fair miter, Or, “a
pure tiara,” ~ Some pure and costly headdress is
denoted, such as a person of royal dignity might
wear. It is not the technical word which is used
in Exod. 28. 4, to denote the miter or turban of the
high priest. It suggests royal as well as priestly
splendor, and probably for the reason suggested in
chap. 6. 11-13, that Joshua was to be a type of him
who is both king and priest upon his throne,
Clothed him with garments, Such as were
contemplated in the language of verse 4,

6. Protested unto Joshua. Or, rather,
“testified unto Joshua 3" that is, as the following
verses show, he made known to the high priest the
testimony and pledge of Jehovah to him.

7. Judge my house. Administer the laws
and judgments which pertained to the priest’s
office and the services of the temple. Give thee
places to walk, Revised Version, * a place of
access.”  Others prefer the rendering * walks,”
which appears in the margin of the common ver-
sion ; some few translate it ¢ walkers,” and others
“leaders.” The word, so variously explained, is

cither the Hiphil participle of the very common
Hebrew verb which means “ to walk,” or & noum
| derived from the same verbal root.

This particu-
| lar form of the verb, however, occurs nowhere clse,
and therefore the precise meaning of it here will
probably always be open to question. The most
} obvious import is that of some kind of fellowship
| with the angels in ministering before Jehovah.,
The priest is assured that, if he will carcfully ob-
| serve the holy charge committed to him, he shall
| be honored with a free access into the presence of
thie Holy One, and * walk before Jehovah * in holy
ministrations, like the angels of light who stand
and rinister before God, There is some play om
the word “walk " as used in the first part of the
| verse. “If thou wilt walk in my ways, 1 will
| let thee walk among these angels.” Comp. Rev.
| 8.4, where those who keep their garments undefiled
| *shall walk with me in white.”
| 8. Men which are a signe Not “to be
| wondercd at,” as the common version most un-
| happily renders the word. The word * sign” is
| used here as in Isa. 8. 18, in the sense of a sym-
| bolical person, and so also a type of something
l}

yet to be. Joshua’sassociates in the priestly office,
as well as the high priest himself, are assured that
| they are typical characters, significant of one te
come who is here designated as my servant the
| BRANCH. The same word is used to designate

| the Messiah in Isa. 4. 2, and another but synony-
| mous term in Isa, 11, 1.
9. The stone which I have set before
| Joshua. The reference is so specific that we
most naturally suppose some stone actunlly seen
! by the prophet in his vision, Perhaps it was sug-
gested by the vivid recollection of some notable
foundation stone used on the oceasion deseribed in
Ezra 8.9, 10. But interpreters differ as to the
| symbolical import of the stone. Was it a symbol
| of the covenant people, the household of God, who
are to be ““ built up as lively stones into a spiritual
| house;” or another symbol of the Messiah, like
the figure empioyed in Isa. 28. 16; Psalm 118,
221 Either view iy possible, and each has had the
support of distinguished scholars. We prefer, on
the whole, to regard it as another symbol of Mes-
sinh. As the servant of Jehovah, he is to be not
only aliving *“ Branch,” but alsoa living “ Stone.”
Comp. the figure in 1 Peter2. 5. Upon one stone
are seven eyes. The word “ one” suggests a
separate and exceptional stone, *clect and pre-
cious” in some noticeable degree. The words may
mean either that the eyes were directed upon the
stone, and so suggestive of infinite care and provi-
dential oversight ; or that the eyes were engraved
on the stone, and, as in Rev. 5, 6, emblems of
divine wisdom in him whom the stone itself
symbolized. Comp. chap.4. 10. The composite
symbol of stone and eyes is best understood when

explained in the latter sense. It is through the




it
|
|
|
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divine mediation of the Messiah, the Servant, en
whom Jehovah lays the iniquity of his people, and
by whose stripes they are healed (Isa. 53. 5, 6),
that Jehovah may remove the iniquity of that

land in one day. llence we recognize in this
symbolie vision of the Branch and the Stone a
swofold prophecy of Christ. It finds & comple-
ment in the additional suggestions of the
“word of Jehovah " as written in Zech. 6. 10-15.
The one day is best explained as a phrase equiva-
lent to ** speedily, and once for all.”

The Lesson Council.

AY SCHOOL BANNER.

Question 1, /s there a personal devil 2 Jf there |

@, did God create him evil, or did he become evil ?

The Bible clearly teaches the personal exist- |
ence of an original adversary of God and mun. He |

il engendered by him
nning is his universal

is not ubiquitous, but the
in human nature at the beg
and eternal proxy.
for he caunot create anything contrary to his na-

God did not create him evil, |

ture, except for the purposes of justice and the ac- |

complishment of his plans. But when Satan was
created there had been no call for the exercise of
justice, and the devil’s work in human history was
not mecessarily involved in God’s plan; for God
desired man to resist that work ; therefore, Satan
exists as such not by an act of God. Ie became
evil by the misuse of free will just as man did

Question 2. What (or whom) does Joshua the
high priest represent in this lesson ?

The entire representation is undoubtedly symbol-
ical. The word *‘Joshua” is the Hcbrew for
“Jesus,” Just as Captain Joshua, leading his
people into Canaan, was a type of Christ, so this
priestly Joshua represented him who was to vicari-
ously atone for human sin. The Jews were guilty
of the grossest immoralities. The placing of the
filthy garments upon Joshua was simply ‘‘ num-
bering him with the transgressors;™ they indi-
cated the sinsof the people and his personal
assutption of their guilt. He stands before the
Lord, the innocent, the suffering, and yet pleading
for the guilty. In type he did for the Jews what
Jesus in reulity did for mankind

Question 3. What is meant by *“ the angel of
the Lord?

The Jews held that the Deity is always attended

! good as he ought to be.

by angels, and ** the angels of the Presence ”” came

to be a reverent synonym for the divine Presence
itself.
interchangeably with ** the Lord,” and designates
the same person, See Eccles. 5. 5, Whedon’s Com-
mentary.

Question 44 /s there any reason for the conven- |

tional picturing of wings on angels ?
There is no seriptural reason for picturing wings

Thus ** the ungel of the Lord ” is here used |

J

[Jan. 22,

on angels, In Heb. 1. 14, they are called ** minis-
tering spirits,” ete. ; hence as such they can have
no wings. Whenever they appeared unto Abra-
ham and Lot (Gen. 18, 1-16; 19. 1-12) they ap-
peared in the form of human beings—*‘men—
hence could have had no wings on them. * Cheru-
bim " (Gen. 3. 24; Exod. 25. 20) have wings, but
they are not angels ; they are symbolical figures of
composite creature-forms. When in Rev. 14. 6, an
angel is represented as * flying,” it simply denotes
the swiftness with which he, as a ** messenger,” is
carrying out Christ’s behests, and does not at all
indicate that he had wings.

Analytical and Biblical Outline.

Joshua and Jesus.
I. Orposkp,
Satan standing. . . .to resist, v. 1,
“ Tempted of the devil.” Matt. 4. 1.
‘‘ Like as we are.”” Heb. 4. 15.
I1. Despisep,
Clothed with filthy garments. v. 3.
* Despised and rejected.” Isa
*Of no reputation.” Phil. 2.
111. ViNpicaTED.
The Lord rebuke thee. v. 2.
“My beloved Son.” Matt. 3. 17,
“ Declared....Son of God.” Rom, 1. 4,
IV TRANSFORMED.
Clothed him with garments. v. 4, 5.
* Passed into the heavens.” Heb. 4. 14,
‘ Above every name,” Phil. 2, 9,
V. Exarten,
Theu shalt judge. v. 7.
‘ Every knce should bow.” Phil. 2, 10.
“ Prince and Saviour.” Acts 5. 31,

. 8.

Thoughts for Young People.

1. An accused soul. Everyone has to meet ac-
cusations which he himself cannot set aside.
While, so weak is human nature, there are to be
found men and women in this world who will de-
fend almost every sin, it is a question whether there
is to be found a single man or woman anywhere
who, with full sincerity of heart, feels that he is as
Satan opposes us, our
consciences write against us bitter things, the
world discounts our purposes. At the right hand
of everyone of us stands the Accuser.

2. God is our Judge. Not ourselves; most of
us pendulate from too much self-indulgence to too
severe criticism. Not our neighbors ; they cannot
peep over the fence of our personality und see
what sort of people we really are. But God sees
through all disguises, and, like our Saviour, en-
ters bolted doors,

3. God has chosen us. That is why we are

S
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i —
saved, Do not let theologicul problems confuse l stone. And the name of this wonderful one shall
you. God loves every human soul, and they who | be the Branch ! How rich the foliage, how precious
depend on that love are like Joshua, chosen by | the fruit clusters ! Tlook forward and I see the

him and plucked as brands out of the fire, reign of this budding, blossoming, fruitful Branch !
4. Jf we are God's sy we should wear God's | 1 see that coming One on the shores of Galilee, on
livery. 1t is worse t] scless to try to be a | Olivet's top, in Jerusalem’s crowded strects, I sce

Christian outside of the Chureh, What would you | hiyp upon the eross, the great High Priest, his hands
have thought of Joshua if, after the Lord had ac- | outstretched as if' still to bless the world that re-
quitted him, he had refused to put the ** fair | fused him,

miter” on his head ? O how great the blessing he leaves behind him!
8. [f we are faithful to God, God will be more | What peace during his ministry, what justice dur-

llumfm'llgful to us, ing his administration, and what homes of com-
6. He who never stumbers nor sleeps watches us every | fort spring up !

day. I see vines heavy with clusters, I see fig trees

with pulpy fruit. And then, under vine and fig

) tree, what scenes of fellowship, what gatherings of
Lesson Word-Pictures, amity and covenants of love !

0, vision of the prophet! It may have been in
the stillness of the early morning hour, or at Orientalisms of the Lesson.
noon in the seclusion of prayer, or in the depths ;
of the midnight hour, when others slept. It was
as if he had felt the touch of & hand laid upon
his eyes, and he suw! What a vision ! Joshua,
the high priest, rose up out of the emptiness, stand-
ing before the angel of the Lor ! But who also
was there with envious, hateful, remorseless eyes,
his voice ready to ery out against the high priest,
his hands quick to hinder, his feet swift to go on
any errand of destruction? Satan !

And his accusations may have scemed well-
grounded, for how mean is the condition, how
ﬁlthy is the clothing, of Joshua! A high pr:ie.ut, the good power, God.
and in such sorry, shameful garb! 1In the bright, Ve e . . A
golden presence of the Jehovah-angel, 0, how | Verse 8, “Thy fellows "’““‘:"“ be"f"‘ thee,” is a
meanly, disgracefully clad is the successor of Aaron | gru],-.hn' .()nc"t"l""'" for the council of the tem-
in the old sacerdatal splendor, or in the stainless, | PIe,” which regulated "'""-"“""6 connected with
snowlike rohes the high priest wore on the solemn | the affairs of the sanctuary ; the fourteen members

Verse 2, Satan, the Adversary, stood at the
right hand of the high priest. "The accuser of a
criminal in Jewish courts stood at the right hand
of the plaintift. The two words by which Satan is
translated in the New Testament are both bor-
rowed from oriental law courts, The oriental
world is full of the old Persian idea of a good and
a bad spirit, cach controlling a realm of light and
darkness, as Ahriman and Ormuzd umong the
Persians,  If the good god sent cattle, the bad god
sent murrain among them. But in the Scriptures
Satan, the evil power, is always subordinate to

day of atonement ! sut. before the high priest and his suffragan, twe
How Satan rejoices as he leers at this dirty-robed | chief treasurers, tl3reu s.ubordinnte treasurers, and

son of Aaron | seven * Ammarcalim * in charge of the gates,
Who is it but Joshua that would revive Jehovah's —

worship in this half ruined temple? Satan seems to By Way of Illustration,

ery. But O, voice of the Lord, that prompt, deep- i v ;

seirching, awful voice! It rebukes the n{lversur.v [ The _I‘"’d that hath f’m“," Jvrumlerr‘z."' God
of souls! And is Joshua clad in filthy garments? I raws h_ls pc::gllo not wn.h foree, but * with the
Wondrous the change that the Lord now orders, | ,h""d“,"’ ]n\;c. How was it that Jacob was drawn
They are taking away the garments mean and | into Egypt! He was made to feel the pressure
soiled and servile, They array him in garments | ©F @ grievous ﬁ'”""?; }!e Was informed that there
clean and glorious and royal, They set o shining | V@ plenty of corn in Kgypt and that his dearly-
miter on his brow. Ts that all? 1 seem to hear | Peloved Joseph was lord of that land. He was
the soft, sweet clash of bells hung upon the hem | t01d 'tlmt Joseph had expressly invited him and
of the robe of the priestly ephod, 0O, beautiful provided “A"gn!m for his conveyunvr: and that a
investiture of Joshua with Aaron’s garments | | the end oftthour.nc_v u]! the good of the lm.nd of
How great the change ! Let Joshua walk in God’s | Faypt nhm.nld be his, Did he ',‘e"‘l' ufter this, to
ways, he is told, and how great will be Joshua's lhuvn a chain fufltclled around him to be drugg.ed
blessing ! And now solemn announcement! One | into Egypt? No; all that was necded was faith
shall come, God’s servant, and his name is the | t© l)elw‘\:o the tidings.  Thus God draws sin-
Branch! Broad, ample, enduring is the founda- | Mers.—Simeon.

tion stone the prophet sees, and how keen and * Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from
searching are the seven eyes deep set in this tried | thee, and I 10ill clothe thee with change of raiment,”
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I heard of a man who carried about with him a book
eontaining three blank leaves. The first was u leaf
of jot black paper, the next of scarlet, and the third
of white without spot. He said, *“ The black leaf
represents my sin—as I look it seems not black
enough to represent my guilt ; the red leaf reminds
me of the atoning sacrifice ; and the white repre-
sents my soul washed and made whiter than

nnnw,"—.\'[)urw on.

A man at Malabar started to walk on spiked

sandals four hundred and eighty miles to obtain |

peace. One day he halted under a shady tree and
*The

heard a missionary preach from the wor

blood of Jesus Christ, his Son, cleanseth us from |

al! sin.” He heard with excited interest, and fi-
nally threw off his sandals, crying aloud, * That is
what I want.”” Only God can remove the filthy

garment of sin and make pure.

I will bring forth my servant the Branch.”
Every page of Seripture points to Christ. Phi-
losophers tell us that without the outer world of
nature to draw a language from, we could not have
expressed a single thought. What the world of
nature is to the soul of man, the Old Testament is
to the New. God first made his ereation, and then
he made a living soul to use it and interpret it; he
first made the old world of type and symbol and
history, and then he sent his Son to fill it with
spiritual truth, and use it for a language to tell us
about divine and cternal things.

Verse 10,
includes all others.
for the disciple himself is purdon, rest, sustenance,
; and to the world it is

“Thy kingdom come!" That prayer
The answer to that prayer

holiness, and heaven at last
the millennium,

At a meeting in London to do honor to Brown-
ing, some of the speakers aired their skepticism.

Mr. Lowell, who was then American Minister to |

England, said, * When the microscopic search of

skepticism, which has hunted the heavens and |

sounded the seas to disprove the existence of a
Creator, has turned its attention to human society,
and has found a place on this planet ten miles
square where a decent man can live in decene)

comfort, and security, supporting and educating his |

children, unspoiled and unpolluted ; a place where
age is reverenced, infancy protected, manhood
respected, womanhood honored, and human life

held in due regard—when skepties can find such a |
place ten miles squure on this globe where the |
Gospel of Christ has not gone first, and made de- |

cency and security possible, it will then be
order for the skeptical literati to move thither and
there ventilate their views,”

The Teachers’ Meeting.

The outline suggested in the Jllustrative Notes
is good ; I. The Prophet. 11, The Vision. 111 The |

| Promise. 1. Compure (1) the wonder-working
prophets, such as Elijah and Elisha, with (2) the
truth-teaching prophets, like Isaiah, Jeremiah, and
Daniel. Then divide the truth-teaching prophets
into (1) those who delivered in plain words, with
more or less eloquence, the message which God
| intrusted to them, and (£) those who, intcllectu-
ally guided by the divine Spirit, saw visions and
dreamed dreams. Of the second class Daniel,
Ezekiel, and Zechariah are conspicuous examples.
They taught by symbols, Contrast Huggai, direct
and simple-hearted, with the more youthful
prophet Zechariah, who, morning after morning,
had some startling vision to tell of red horses, or
flying rolls, or measuring lions, or rolling chari-
ots, II. Read the seven visions which Zechariah
saw in one night, of which this, coneerning
Joshua, is the fourth, Explain the Orientalisms
of the lesson: the typieal meaning of filthy gar-
ments, of the standing on the right hand, of a
* fuir miter,” of keeping God's courts, of the * stone
with seven eyes,” of the Branch, cte. II1. Show
the conditions on which the promise of prosperity
is mude. ... Joshun and his fellow priests are np-
ical of l]u Messiah, who is (1) priestly 3 (2)
) innocent 3 (4) sanetified ; (5) the source

cused § (8

of all blessings,

References.

Faegman, Ver, 4: Change of raiment, 487.
Ver, 10: Sitting in the shade, 613....Foster's Cy-
Poetical, 5249, 580, 1, 2, 2629 {
Ver. 1: Prose, 4255, 11586, Ver.
, 5103, Ver. 4: DProse, 3444,
10085, Ver, 5: Prose, 11669, Ver. 8: Prose,
7124,

Prose,

CLOPEDIA.

Primary and Intermediate.

LessoN Tuoveur. What God Can Make.

[Print the * thought ™ in large, striking letters
on the board, Let the children spell out the
words, and, if the class is not too large, ask each
one to tell something that God can make. It is
wise at the very beginning of a lesson to waken
ittle minds to active thought, If well guided and
| not allowed to become tedious, this introduction
may prove helpful and stimulating. ]

To be taught: 1. That we are standing before
the Lord ; 2. That our filthy garments may be
wust away ; 8. That we may be newly clothed by
the Lord; 4. That Christ is the fountain of
dnum g.

[Print * Zechariah,” and tell that he was an-
| ollnr of the Lord’s prophets sent to the Jews to
| carry the Lord’s word to them.] Sometimes the
| prophet saw strange visions, in which the Lord
P spoke to him, In this vision he saw Joshua, the
\ high priest, standing before the angel of the Lord §

|
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2 g 1
elose by stood Satan, ready to hinder Joshua from

being right and doing right.
not sce Satan, but the ungel did, and rebuked him
and sent him away,

The prophet told this vision to the Jew s, und he
tellsit tous. The Lord wants us to know that we,
too, are standing in his sight. IHe sees us and
thinks about us.  He knows all our little sorrows
and joys. He knows, too, that Satan stands close
by ready to hurm us! Will he tell Satan to go
away?  Yes, if he sees that we do not want him
near us. We that we want him when we
listen to him and do as he tells us. [Make a heart
on the bourd, und print over and around it, ** Thou |
God seest me."|

show

2. Does God see us just as we are? When Willie
is cross and selfish, does God see him then ?
When Mary is sly and deceitful, does God see her?
Yes ; hear what |

> says: [Read Psalm 159, 1-4;
11. 12.]  God looks at the heart. It sin is there, |
it looks durk and filthy to him., Though Joshua |
was the high priest, yet God saw that his heart |

wis not i, Why

the filthy garments

did h
m him,’
will say of us if he sees in us a hatred of sin,

! “Take away |
This is what God
Do
you wunt to huve all that is naughty and unlovely
taken away ¢ Then say 80 to God, and listen for
his answer !

3. [With flat erayon make
| the inside of the heart all
white.]  When God takes
| away our filthy garments—
“ \BE i siN—he has something wait-
\WHITER ‘ ing for us. ‘”vur \\lm.t he
THAN SNOW .:1._\\: {Rv:ul from the Blhlh-,
7 iy ‘T will clothe thee with
change of raiment.”] God has the clean, white |
robes of truth and purity for his children to wear.
He wants to give them to us. We may have them
if we will ask. But some people will not ask, |
They donot believe that their hearts are stained
with sin, They are like the little girl who was !
sercaming because she could not have her own
way. Her mamma said, “It's the naughty old |
heart that makes you seream so, and all the time
Jesus wants you to ha new heart.” “1 don’t
want a new heart,” cried Maggie 3 1 won't have
one! It'llhurt, I know it will.” No: it'sthe bad
old heart that hurts !

|

4. [Sing “What ean wash away my stain,”] |
Who loves us even when we are naughty God |
always Joves ux, and comes seeking us when we do |
not care for him. [The dear old story cannot be ‘
told too tenderly or too often. Try to make the
children see how unable we are to make our hearts
clean, and that it is just the work that Jesus came
to do.]

What is the Lesson Thought? Here is some-

%

thing very precious that God can do. Print under

Perhaps Joshua did | the “ thought” * Make dark hearts white,

Close with the * 8now-prayer repeated: softly,
hands folded, and eyes elosed,

Blackboard.

IN THE SIGHT oF Gop.

This lesson teaches that in the pure sight, of God
we all appear unclean. Though the air seems olear
in a room, yet a ray of sunlight shows it to be full
of dust.  We can none of us say, “1 wn clean.”
How then can we be saved? Not of ourselves,
! Write on the board, between the eye and the word
‘“unclean,” these words, “ Through Christ,” and
erase the letters wn, so that it will read, *“ In the
sight of God, through Christ, clean.”] Read Isa.
64, 65 Psalin 49. 7-9; 143, 2 Eph. 1. 7; 1 Peter
1.18, 19,

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No. 1.

Lord, we come before thee now.

Bun of my soul, thou Saviour dear.
There is a Friend, a Friend you need.
"Tix the promise of God.

How firm a foundation.

No. 2.

Sing the praise of him forever.

0, join with the worshiping angels,
Ye that love the nane of Jesys,
There ix a name 1 love to hear.
What glory gilds the.sacrod page.

The Lesson Catechism.
[For the entire school.]

1. Who resisted Joshua the high priest? Sae

| tan,

2. How was Joshua elothed !

With filthy
garments,
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3. Who gave him
miter upon his head ¢

u change of raiment and a
The Lord.

4. On what condition did the Lord promise
Joshua great blessings?  If thoun wilt walk in
my ways,

5. Whom did he sa
My servant the BR/

6. What is the Goroen Texr?
great high priest,”” cte,

e would bring forth ?

““We have a

About B. C.519., LESSONYV,
GOLDEN TEXT.

Lord.
Authorized Version.
Zech. 4. 110,

1 And the angel that talked with me came again,
and waked me, as & man that is wakened out of his
sleep,

2 And said unto me, What seest thon? And 1
said, I have looked, and behold a candlestick all
of gold, with a bowl upon the top of it, and his
seven lamps thereon, and seven pipes to the seven
' lamps, which ¢re upon the top thercof':

[ Commit to memory verses 5-5.)

3 And two olive trees by it, one upon the right
side of the bowl, and the other upon the left side
thereof.

4 So I answered and spake to the angel that

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD.

Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, saith the
Zech., 4. 6,

tulked with me, suying, What are these, my lord ¢

5 Then the angel that talked with me answered

and said unto me, Knowest thou not whut these |
¢ And 1 said, No, my lord.
6 Then he answered and spuke unto me, saying,
This ¢s the word of the Lokrn unto Ze-rub'bu-bel,
suying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my
Spirit, saith the Loro of hosts,

be

7 Who art thou, O great mountain ? before Ze- |
rub’'ba-bel thou shalt become a plain : and he shall
bring forth the headstone thereof with shoutings,

| crying, Grace, grace unto it.

8 Morcover the word of the Lorn came unto me,
saying, |
1 9 The hands of Ze-rub’ba-bel have laid tho foun-
dation of this house ; his hands shall also finish it ;
und thou shalt know that the Lorp of hosts hath |
sent me unto you. |

! 10 For who hath despised the day of small |
things ¢ for they shall r s, and shall see the
plummet in the hand of Ze-rub'ba-bel with those
seven 3 they are the eyes of the Lorn, which run
to and fro through thé whole carth,

TIME.—About B. C. 519. PLACE.—Zccha- |
riah resided in Jerusalem, The lesson recounts
vision which came to him in that city, RULe
ERS.—S a8 before, THER FENVI-
RON TS.—Same as before, DOCTRI-
NAL SUGGESTION.—The omniscience of
God.

ame

HOME READINGS. [

M. The Spirit of the Lord. Zech, 4. 1-10,
Zu. The obstacles.  Ezra 4, 1-6.

[Jan, 20,

CATECHISM QUESTION.

6. How did Jesus Christ show that He was a
Teacher sent from God?

By performing signs and wonders such as could
be performed only by the power of God.

Johniii.2. Rabbi we know that Thouart a teacher
come from God : for no man can do these signs that
Thou doest, except God be with him.

o - —

[Jan, 29,

Revised Version.

1 Andtheangel that talked with me came again,
and waked me, as a man that is wakened out
2 of his sleep.  And he said unto me, What seest
thou? And I said, I have seen, and behold, a
candlestick all of gold, with its bowl upon the
top of it, and its seven lamps thercon ; there
are seven pipes to each of the lamps, which are
3 upon the top thereot': and two olive trees by it,
one upon the right side of the bowl, and the
4 other upon the left side thercof. And I an-
swered and spuke to the angel that talked with
5 me, saying, What are these, my lord? Then
the angel that talked with me answered and
sard unto me, Knowest thou not what these be ?
6 And T suid; No, my lord. Then he an-
swered and spake unto me, saying, This is the
word of the Lorp unto Ze-rub'ba-bel, saying,
Not by might, nor by power, but by spirit, saith
7 the Lonp of Who art thou, O great
mountuin? before Ze-rub'ba-bel thou shalt be-
come u plain: and he shall bring forth the head-
stone with shoutings of Gr: grace, unto it,
§ Moreover the word of the Lorp came unto me
9 saying, The hands of Ze-rub'ba-bel have laid
the foundation of this house; his hands shall
also finish it; and thou shalt know that the
10 Lorp of hosts hath sent me unto you. For who
hath despised the day of small things? for they
shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the
hand of Ze-rub'ba-bel, even these seven, which
are the eyes of the Lorn; they run to and fro
through the whole earth,

hosts,

IV, ¢ Not by might.” 2 Chron.
7h.The Lord with us, 2 Chron

F. " Anointed with the Spirit. s, ¢
S. The Spirit given, Luke 11. ¢

Acts 2,

8. The Spirit’s power,
LESSON HYMNS, .
No. 75, New Canadian Hymnal.

Come, sinners, to the gospel feast.
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No. 89, New Canadian Hymnal,
The door of God's mercy is open.

No. 91, New Canadian Hymnal,
Whoever receiveth the Crucified One.

DOMINION HYMNAL.
Hymns, Nos. 278, 276, 263,

QUESTIONS FOR SENIOR STUDENTS.
1. Vision, v. 1-5,

Who had talked with the prophet ?

What did the angel now do ?

What did the prophet see ?

How many lamps were on the candlestick ¢

How many pipes led to these lamps ¢

From what did the pipes proceed ?

What stood beside the candlestick ¢

Did the prophet understand the vision ¢

Where else do we find mention of the golden
cundlestick?  (Exod. 40, 24, 25,)

Where did the golden candlestick stand !

Who afterward saw in a vision the golden candle- |

stick 2 (Rev. 1. 12, 13.)
What did the lamps represent? (Rev, 1, 20,)
Why does the candlestick represent the Church ¢
[Because it bears light for the world.)

2. Interpretation, v. 6-10,

What is the word of the Lord in the GoLvey
Texr ?

What does this mean ?

How is it explained by 1 Cor, 1, 27, 281

Who was Zerubbabel ?

In what work was he engaged?  (Verse 93 Ezra

To what are the obstacles before him compared ?
What promise was given him ¢

What promise is given in Isa, 40. 4, 517

Who were Zerubbabel's chief opponents ?

'R, 45
QUESTIONS FOR INTERMEDIATE

SCHOLARS,

1. Vision, v. 1-5.

Who aguin came to the prophet ?

What did the angel do?

What question did he ask ?

What waus the first object seen ¢

What stood on either side of the candlestick ?

What question did the prophet ask ?

What was the reply ?

What do the olive trees represent? Verse 14 and
Rev. 11, 8, 4.)
2. Interpretation, v. 6-10,

To whom was this vision & message ?

What did it say about power? (Gorpex Texr.)

What about & mountain ?

What does Jesus say about removing a moun-
tain? (Matt. 21, 21,)

Who began the temple?

Who should finish it?

What question is asked about small things ?

What would the people sce ?

Where are the eyes of the Lord ?

Why does the Lord thus search the earth?
| (1 Chron, 18, 9,)

What can be hidden from his gaze ? (Ieb, 4.18.)

Teachings of the Lesson,
What are we tuught in this lesson—

1. About p: ration for God’s work ?
2. About difficulties in God’s work ¢
| 3. About success in God's work ?

Home Work for Young Bereans.
How did Christ compare himself and us to light ¢
Who laid the foundation of the second temple,
| and who finished it ?

QUENTIONS FOR YOUNGER
SCHOLARS,

What do we here learn concerning God's omnis- |

cienee !
What direct lessons do we here learn concerning
the Church and ourselves?

Practical Toachings.
Where in this lesson do we learn—

1. That obstacles are nothing in God's way ?

2. That the weak are mighty by Gods aid ¢

3. That success is sure to God’s cause?

Hints for Home Study.

1. Study the form of the golden candlestick or
lamp stand ; the history of the original article ; its
early mention; its capture ; its restoration to Je-
rusalem ; and its capture by the Romans.

2. Study itsspiritual, typical meaning as brought
out in Revelation, and by words of Christ con-
cerning the Light of the world.

3. Read in the Books of Ezra and Nehemiah eauses
for Zeruhbahel's disconrvagement,

i Who came and tulked again with Zechariah?
| The angel.
What did Zechariah see this time? A candlee
stick,
Of what was it made? Of gold.
Whit wus upon it/ Seven lamps.
What was on either side?  An olive tree,
What did Zechariah ask ¢ 'What this meant.
| What did the angel say? That it was the
| word of the Lord.
| Towhom? To Zerubabbel.
" Who was Zerubbabel ?
I Jews,
What troubled him? The building of the
temple.
Why was he troubled ?
the work.
How did the Lord say the work would not be
By might nor by power,

The governor of the

Enemies hindered

done?
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How did he say it would be done?! By his
Spirit.

What did he say would be broughtlow ! Mounse
tains of trouble.

Whom did the Lord say would finish the temple ?
Zerubbabel.

What are we told not to despise! The day of
small things.

What side is sure to win? The Lord’s side.

Words with Little People.
Sometimes you try to be good and please God,
Maybe you have tried to do it yourselt
Remember what

and fuil.
by your own power and might!

| the Lord says in thia lesson, and let it teach you

the right way.

Lesson Teaching.
“ By wy Spirit.”

EXPLANATORY AND PRACTICAL NOTES.

General Statement.

The dark days of captivity are over, and the remnant of the Jews are once more in the land of their

fathers, and ruled by their own hereditary prinee,

Z

rubbabel, though under the scepter of the Persian

king. But their temple still stands incomplete by the opposition ot their enemies und the prohibition
of the jeulous government, The people have lost heart for the work, and have turned from the unfin

ished walls of God's house to build and adorn their own homes,
lack of interest the prophets Haggui and Zechariah arise, to ur
for the building of the temple. Zechariah's vision appears
He beholds the golden candlestick stand

prince und the people.

At this period ot discouragement and
their countrymen to renew their toils

wourage the drooping hearts of the
1g in its place within the Holy House,

and above it hangs a golden bowl, from which flows through pipes the oil to every lamp.  On either

side stands an olive tree, on whose fruit-laden branches, by mysterious distillation, the oil is fo
which, flowing through golden pipes, supplies the reservoir above the candlestick—
An angel utters the promise that the princely hands which
ner stone of that temple shall yet place its headstone on the roof, and that God's cause, how-

ace bestowed upon his people,

sustaini

laid the cc

ever weak and small, shall triumph over all its foes,

a symbol of (

Verses 1, 2. The angel. The revelutions to
Zechariah were given, not directly from God, but
through the ministration of an angel. Waked
me. After the previous vision of the high priest
and the adversary standing before the angel, Zech-
arinh had fullen into as from which he was
now aroused and lifted into the ppophetic b,
A candlestick. Though the temple was still
unfinished and its sacred furniture was as yet un-

used, the prophet saw in vision the golden cundle-
stick in the holy place.
eonsisting of a central shaft from which branched
three arms on cuch side, thus presenting places
for seven lamps, which were arranged in a row,
all at the same height,  The candlestick wus
of pure gold, cust in ornumental form, and stood
five feet high and three and a half feet wide at the

This was a lamp stand,

summit.—Canon  Drake.
type of the Church (Rev. 1. 20) in the following
particulars: 1, Its purpose was to give light (Matt,
5.15). 2. Its material was precious and costly,
indicating how dear is the Church to God, and how

It may be taken as a |

lovely it should be in the sight of men. 3. Its |

seven lumps in a line point to the diversity, the
equality, and the unity of the Church. 4. Like
the Chureh, it often necded to be filled, replenished,
and trimmed afresh. 5. Like the Church, it was
not the light in itself, but the bearer of the light
which represented Christ, who is the light of the
world (John 9. 15). A bowl upon the top.
Thix, though not a part of the candlestick, was

seen in the vision as surrounding it and supplying
its seven lamps with oil; an emblem of the invisi

e stores of gr

» with which God supplies his
what others

the fountain whence fow our b

Church, 1) So God's /,.r/,', can see

cannot, sings.
Seven lamps. The lamps were sceparate from
the candlestick or lamp stand, being oil ve:
which the wicks floated.  Seven pipes. There

is some obseurity in the text here, It is literally,

els in

“Reven and seven pipes,” or, “Seven several
pipes,” and would scem to indicate that in the

vision there were seven pipes leading from the

reservoir to each lamp, making forty-nine in all
3, 4, 5. Two olive trees. The candl
stick of the prophet's vision was supported on
each side by an olive tree, from whose branches a
golden pipe cared to connect directly with the
oil-reservoir surmounting the candlestick, sup-
plying it with oil which flowed from the trees.

(2) The supply of divine power does not come through
lwman ninistrations, but divectly rrom on high.
What are these. (3) The divine teachings are
not always understood, even by inspired men. No,
my lord. (4) Weshould weoor be ashamed to ac-
knowledge our ignorance of the divine mysteries, if
we would receive instruction concerning them.

6. This is the word of the Lord. That is,
this vision was sent as a message to encourage the
heart of Zerubbabel and his fellow workers by its
picture of the divine supply which should meet
every need.  Zerubbabel, The hereditary

e
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prince of Juduh, who was, as his name indicates, [ they were destined to accompany the completion
** born in Bubylon » during the captivity. He had | of the work. Grace, grace. A supplication for di-
led the exiles back to their own land, and begun | vine grace to rest upon the building. (8) Zven when
she rebuilding of the temple about fifteen years | ouwr work is done we need to ask Jor grace upon it.

before the period of this lesson. Not by might. 8, 9, 10. His hands shall also finish it.
As the golden candlestick was fed by invisible An encouraging assurance to the prince of Judah,
supplies, s0 God's purposes did not depend for | who hud now waited fifteen years and was deg-
sheir accomplishment upon humun mightor power, | tined to wait seven years longer for its fulfillment.
but were sure of success through divinely fur- (9) God rewards with success those who work jfor
nished instrumentalities, (5) God can accomplish him. (10) Those who do not witness the success of

their endeavors here may yet behold it hereqfter,

morethrough the weakest things than men can through
bhe strongest. 1le can ruise up workers wherever  whe hath despised. Some ;
he requires them., My Spirits  The oil of the
golden candlestick symbolized supernatural power,
which, in eve lispensation—patriarchal and Mo-
Baic, as real ¥ us Christian—God has given instine-
tively to his followers,

umong the Jews,
but more among the surrounding nations, had ever
surveyed with contempt the effort to rebuild the
temple.  Small things. (11) 7%e greatest results
often avise from the least b ginnings. There was a
day when the whole Christian Chureh counted

7. O greaq mountain. The difficulties which only one hundred and twq nty members. They
arose around Zerubbabel in his endeavor to re- shall rejoice. Anobscure passage, of which the
store the temple, from the oppositions abroad and | best rendering sc

18 to be, “ They, those seven,
lack of zeal gt home, seemed like a mountain, shall rejoice, and see the plummet,” ete, That is,
(6) Whoever undevtakes a noble work for God must | not the despisers, but “the seven eyes of the
expect to find cimtacles in his way. A plain.  Lord ” shall rejoice as the work of the rebuilding
(7) Obstacles ar, wily overcome, or are sw ept out of | advances, (12) We may disregard the Jrowns of
sight, if God b vnr #ide,  The * mountain” of | men if we possess the smiles of God upon our work.
Samaritun opposition proved after all ““a plain” | The plammet. That is, the plumb line in the
when the decree of Darius suthorized the comple- | hands of Zerubbubel, as evidence of work in prog-
tion of the temple, and compelled even its enemies | ress, received notice and favor from the cyes of
to give their assistance to it (Ezra 5. 6). The | the Lord. (18) Jod observes and honors /u'-s‘/hnﬁ/r'.v
headstone, That is, the copestone or crowning | labors. ‘Those seven . + «» the eyes of the
piece, being the last placed on the summit of the | Lord. Scven is used often in Scripture as the
completed building, Shoutings, As shouts | complete number. Hence seven eyes would in-
hud accompunied the foundution (Ezra 8. 11), %0 | dicate omniscience. See verse 9, last lesson,

CRITICAL NOTES,

The vision of this chapter is the sixth given to ) verily the two anointed ones who stand in the im-
the prophet, according to his own record, and is ; mediate presence of the Lord of the whole carth.
called in verse 6, “u word of Jehovah to Zerubba- The true Israel are the light of the world, and the
bel.” ot only unto Joshua, the high priest, was unfailing source of their power is the spirit of Je-
there given u special and encouraging revelution,  hovah of ho That power is often imparted
but also unto Zerubbabel, the chiet ruler of the through human, though divinely anointed, agents,
restored Isracl—all thut was now left them of ex- but is mightier than all the armies and empires of
ternal royalty., He seemed little and insignifi- | the world,
cant before such rulers as the King of Persia, and Verse 1. Came again and waked me.
his dominion and work were as much exposed to | The visions were successive, and ingervals of
the assault of the adversary aud as great a matter | undefined length occurred between them,
of derision as the depressed priesthood represented 2. Candlestick . . . bowl ., . seven
by Joshua. The enemy might say of his work, as | lamps + . » seven pipes. The main features
they did of Nehemiah's, “ What do these feeble | of this candlestick were do 1biless the same as that
Jews? Ifafox go up, he will break down their | of the Mosaic tabernacle, and consisted of acen-
stone wall” (Neh, 4, 2, 8). The great work of | tral shaft, and three branches upholding lamps on
Zerubbabel was the rebuilding of the temple, and | cach side, The bowl and the pipes wero pe-
this word of the Lord to him had, accord- | culiar to this vision, as were also the two olives
ingly, its appropriate symbols of the candlestick ‘ scen on either side. How these were all adjusted
and the olive trees, The temple was itself a sym- | to each other one may best answer by trying to
bol of the Church as the houschold of God, and | draw a figure to correspond with the statement of
Zerubbubel us ruler, and Joshuu as high priest, | the prophet. A helpful illustration may be seen
are both to be divinely encouruged by the thought | in Wright's work on Zechariak and his Prophe-
that they, like two olive trees that pourout golden | cjes, page s+, The principal critical difficulty is
oil into the lamps of the golden candlestick, are ‘ the number of pipes connecting the lamps to the
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bowl upon the top. The common version reads
“geven pipes,” but puts in the margin ‘“seven
several pipes.” The Septuagent and Vulgate appear
to support the common version. Others render
literally *“seven and seven pipes to the lamps,”
and explain it to mean fourteen pipes, two to cach
Jamp. The Revised Version takes the number
distributing, and renders *“ seven pipes to each of
the lamps.” This is the most proper import of the
Hebrew idiom, as may be se i
phraseology of 1 Chron, 20. 6
good reason appears for doubting that cach lump
had seven pipes connecting with the bowl, for the
larger the number the more impressive and sug-
gestive the vision, The candlestick as seen in the
vision was probably very large, and forty-nine
pipes by no means out of proportion or un-
scemly.

6. Not by might, nor by power. Theallu-
sion is to the military force and prowess of cmpire,
with which the popular mind was wont to associate
the highest ideals of power. Zerubbabel might
have often thought of his inability to cope with
such might and power as that which Cyrus the
conqueror was employing to subjugate and hold in
subjection the Oriental world. THis exposure to
enemies, and want of such resources as Solomon
had at command in building the first temple, may
have led him at times to wish for such power as a
vast army and immense treasure imply. To cheer
him he is shown that his highest success will be at-
tained by a power not of this world. My Spirit.
Symbolized by the * golden oil"™ that flowed out
from the olive trees (verse 12).

7. O great mountain. The mountuin here
poetically addressed is to be understood of any and
all difficulties and embarrassments which seemed
to stand in the way of Zerubbubel. Tt is conceived
in the spirit of Isa. 40. 4, ** Every mountain and
hill shall be made low.” Perhaps it was sug-
gested by that very prophecy of triumphant re-
turn from exile. Before a leader, chosen and
anointed of God like Zerubbabel, the most threat-
ening mountain of opposition becomes a plain,
Comp. Mftt. 17. 20. Grace, grace, unto it,
Zerubbabel will complete the temple and put in
place the headstone as the crowning act amidst
the glad shoutings of the people, who invoke the
continual grace or favor of Jehovah upon it.

10. Who hath despised. The question is
to be taken as a challenge ; a question that im-
plies a negative answer, or something equivalent
10, ** surely no thoughtful man does so unreason-
able a thing.” Day of small things. Such as
that of the new beginning at Jerusalem, and es-
pecially the new temple, which at first, in compari-
son with its former glory, was as nothing in their
eyes (Hag. 2. 3). They shall rejoice. Namely,
these seven, which are immediately afterward
described as the eyes of the Lord. No one

| does the work,

should despise feeble beginnings when the eyes of
Jehovah look on with joy. The number seven is
so frequently employed as a symbolical number in
apoealyptic prophecies that we should not wonder
at it here, or suppose that the idea of * seven eyes
of Jehovah** was derived from Persian ideas of the
Supreme Being. Both here and in chap. 8. 9 we
understand the number seven to suggest the infi-
nite intelligence of Jchovah, the Omniscience
which takes in the whole earth. This all-
embracing vision of the Most High is poetically
conceived as * running to and fro,” and should be
compured with the whirling wheels * full of eyes
round about” which Ezekiel saw (Ezek. 1. 185 10,
12, 13), and which moved with the swiftness of
the lightning,

The ancient versions and some interpreters have
explained this verse as if the latter part were a con=-
clusion consequent upon the first part, thus : *For
whoever has despised the day of small things,
even they shall rejoice and see,” ete. But the whe
is an interrogative pronoun, and Keil well observes
that ““it has hitherto been impossible to find a
single well established example” of such an in-
definite use of this pronoun. On the other hand,
the * conception of the eyes of Jehovah ™ running
all over the world, and sparkling with joy as they
look on Zerubbabel's work, is a most beautiful and
impressive one,

The Lesson Council.

Question 1, What does this vision of Zechariah
represent to us”

The candlestick symbolized the Jewish Church ;
and also the Church of Christ. See Rev, 1, 20;
11. 4. Its purpose was illumination, The Church
of God is the light of the world., The Church in
its effectiveness is what its ministers make it, for
out of the olive tree, the anointed ones, the oil
flowed into the bowls, or the candlestick. But we
are shown also that the success of God's cause de-
pends at bottom on the energy of the Holy Ghost.
The words “might’” and * power " have no well
defined difference of meaning in the Hebrew ; they
are used both of physical and mental power.  Not
laws, armies, ecclesiastical methods, or brilliant
brains, but the Holy Ghost in these instruments,
Just us it is not the hand, but the
will in the hand, that does the act

Question 2. Do mountains become plains in
our time before God’s people ?

The * biblical mountain,” indicating difficulties
and obstacles, is a common figure in human think-
ing—all suceessful work encounters a mountain,
When Jesus attempted to establish his kingdom
there were many mountains in his way. Prophecy
had declared, * Every mountain shall be brought
low.,” That Scripture was fulfilled. There is a
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blessed sense in which all believers are in prophecy
with Christ.  Jesus tells us how to remove moun-
Sains in Matt. 17, 20, Mustard-seed faith following
God-given duty will tear up any mountain,
Nothing can withstand a concurrence between God
and man, Jesus said, *“ Have fuith in God,” but
instead of following instructions man appoints a
comumittee. Faith in God does level mountains,

Question 3. Who are meant by ““the two
®nointed ones™ in verses 12-141

In this vision two olive trees supply oil for the
eandlestick of the sanctuary. So in the second
semple the anointed orders, priests and prophets,
were to maintain the honor of the house by grace
from sources divine, as the olive, getting oil from
nature, delivers it for material uses, Like this are
the mystic olive trees in Rev. 11, 21,

Question 4, Do the words, “my Spirit,” in
verse 6 refer to the Holy Spirit?  Would they have
been o understood in the time of this prophecy ?

The words, ‘“my Spirit,” refer undoubtedly to
the “Iloly Spirit,” but the Jews, during the pro-
Phetic age, had no such conception of the seperate
and distinet personality of the Spirit of God as we
ROW possess ; for the person, the attributes, and the
operations of the Holy Spirit were made known

more fully in the New Testament, and in the light f

of such later revelation such words as * the Spirit
of God,” the Spirit of Jehovah,” “the Holy
Spirit,” when heard by the patriarchs, prophets,
ete., were probably understood imperfectly by
them, though now full of meaning to us,— Rep,
M J. Cramer, D. D,

Analytical andq Biblical Outline,
The Vision Interpreted.
L Tue Vigioy,
L A candlestiok all of gold. v, 2,
* Golden candlesticks. . .. churches,”
1. 20,
“Ye are....light of the world.” Matt, 5, 14,
2. A bowl upon the top. v. 2,
*“Seven spirits of God,” Rev, 4. 5,
“ Ye shall reccive power.”” Acts 1, 8,
8. Seven pipes to. ., lamps, v. 2,
“ Diversities of gifts.” 1 Cor, 12, 4.
“ To everyone, , -.grace.” Eph, 4, 7,
4. Two olive trees, v, 3,
“ Two anointed ones,” v. 14,
“My two witnesses,” Rev. 11. 8, 4,
6. The golden oil, v, 19,
“The oil of gladness.” Psalm 45. 7,
““ Grace, merey, and peace.” 1 Tim, 1, o,
1L The InterprRTATION,
1. Aot by might... «my Spirit. v, 6.
My Spirit. .. -among you.” Hag, 2, 5,
‘“Baptize.. . with Holy Ghost.” Matt, 3. 11,

Rev.,

SUNDAY SCHooL BANNER,

| his eyes,

— e ———
2. Bring forth the headstone, v, Y

**The house was finished.” Ezra 6. 15,

** Headstone of the corner.” Psalin 118, g9,
. The day of small things. v, 10,
** A grain of mustard seed.” Matt, 13, 31,

“ Fear not, little flock.” Luke 12, 32,

The eyes of the Lord, v, 10,
* Beholding. .. .evil and good.” Prov, 15, 3.
*“To show himself strong.” 2 Chron, 16. 9.

8

-

Thoughts for Young People,
Thoughts upon the Cause of God among
en.

1. God's cause may meet with discouragements
from opposition without and lukewarmness within,
2. Though the interest of men in God’s work

| may fail, yet he is ever watching over and guard-

ing it.

3. When God's workers are disheartened he
presents to them divine cncouragements. (Verse 2.)

4. The sources and means  which supply
strength to God's people are often unseen by the
world, (Verses 2, 3.)

8. Obstacles and diffieulties in the path of God’s
cause melt away before his power. (Verse 7.)

6. Success is sure to those who work for God.
(Verse 9.)

7+ Though men despise, God honors those who
work for him. (Verse 10.)

Lesson Word-Pictures,

Suddenly «
Ile is aroused. e opens
He hears a voice, « What seest

O profound sleep of the prophet !
hand is luid upon him,

thou 27

It is an angel speaking,

The prophet looks, and what a wonderful vision !
A shining candlestick, its gold undimmed ; and
more marvelous still is the feeding of the candle-
stick ! Two olive trees are there, green and fruit-
ful, continually sending life into the candlestick.
It is one steadily flowing current out of the olive
trees, and giving strength to the pure golden
flame.

As I'look, that candlestick seems to be planted
at Jerusalem, and the two olive trees are there
also. They rise amid those broken, dishonored
walls, and not far from thag incomplete temple, giv-
ing the assurance of divine resources that are in-
deed measureless,

O Zerubbabel, bo like that candlestick, one di-
vinely fed !

But what is it rising up to hinder and oppose,
perhaps destroy 2 Ilow jt towers and threatens !
How its shadow darkens and covers everything ag
if withapall! Itisg mountain overhanging the
work at Jerusalem, Wil it overwhelm Zerub-
babel ¢

Noj; his eye is fastened upon that olive-fed can-
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dlestick. e boldly advances upon this obstacle.
And what u change ! Lo, the mountain dwindles !
It sinks lower and low It falls away, spreads
out, and subsides into a great plain,

And now a scene of victory follows, Zerubba-
bel brings forth the headstone of the temple strue-
ture.  What intercst attends this act! 1 scem to
see a great multitude looking on and watching the
work. Every eye follows the stone as it moves
stendily, triumphantly, to its appointed place. And
how muny voices shout, ** Grace, gruce unto it,” us
the stone is successfully placed.  One great chorus
rises, wave upon wave of sound, * Grace, grace
unto it !”

And are there any that despise the day of begin-
nings ¢ Do they look upon Jerusalem’s erumbled

ruin heaps and the unfinished temple walls rising |

out of them and sneer at the day of small things?
O despisers, look through the eyes of the prophet,
and look into the future! O scene of steady prog-
ress ! Zerubbabel is seen amid the uprising walls,
He directs the advancing work., His plummet
falls here and there in skillful examination of the
growing structure.  And O, eyes of mystery and
power, the wonderful seven, eyes of the Lord that
run everywhere, from north to south, from east to
west—these notice every step, take up and hold
everything. How they shineand watch, watch and
shine! These, these shall help Zerubbabel, and
these shall witness his success.

Lift up the voice again, O nation disheartened !
‘Thon, too, mayest rejoice. I hear the echoing
shouts, * Grace, grace untoit!"

Orientalisms of the Lesson,

Zech. 4. 9: The foundations of this temple were
unlike some of heathen lands. In Africa it is not
unusual to lay the foundations of great buildings
with the slaughtered bodies of men ; their blood
and bones constitute a fortuitous foundation. This
one was to be laid by Zerubbabel, according to the
custom of the Orient, that some great man must lay
the foundation stone.

By Way of Illustration.

Verse 6. Stephenson, when asked what power
pulled the train ulong the rails, answered, * The
sun.” And if you ask what poweris now working
in the heart of civilization, I answer, The power
of the Holy Spirit. When did seience discover
that the sun is the center of our system? Not till
Luther discovered that Christ is the center of re-
ligion.  When did the revival of literature and
science take place in Europe? Not till the revival
of Christianity under Luther.

What the light is to the marincr's compass, or
the wind to the sail of the ships, or the oil to the
lamp, or the sap to the tree, rising up softly and

[
|
|
|

branch, that the Spirit is to Christian work. 1
should as soon attempt to raise flowers if there
were no atmosphere, or produce fruits if there were
neither light nor heat, as to attempt to regenerate
men without the Holy Spirit.

Ferse 7. Isuinh had said two hundred years
before, * Every mountain and Eill shall be made
low."” Political difficulties were leveled before the
Jews could return to their own land.  The entire
history of the Christian Church and of missions is
a lengthened fulfillment of this propheey. When
the first missionaries started for the Sandwich Is-
Jands in 1819, they did not know that they would
be allowed to land. During that tedious journey
of three months they held long scasons of prayer,
claiming God's promises.  When they reached the
islands they learned that the old king was dead,
that the new king had renounced idolatry and de-
stroyed the idols; and behold ! here was a natiom
without a religion all ready to receive the Christium
faith.

“ Who hath despised the day of small things.”
When Benjamin Franklin was flying his kite and
experimenting with electricity, a man said to him,
« What is the use of all this?” To which Frank-
lin replied, * Of what use is a boy ¢ Ho may be-

| come a man.”

Judson’s work in the mission field had its day
of small things. He labored long for his little
handful of converts. But his first Karen convert
beeame a preacher. Under his preaching thirty
churches grew up, and two thousand converts wers
gathered into them in three years.

“ The eyes of the Lord, which run to and fre
through the whole earth.”” God oversees and di-
rects his work, When Raphael was executing his
famous frescoes for the Roman government he
drew the figures, determined tho subjects, and
grouped them. Hethen put them into his scholars
hands, and when they had done their best he gave
the pictures finishing touches. Though many
agents were employed at successive stages, his
brain-power, supervision, and inspiring counsels
were the chief motive forces all through. So dows
God work through us.

The Teachers’ Meeting.
Notice the period of time and condition of the

| Jews when this vision was given....The prophet

Zechariah, his mission and message. ... . Zerubbabel,
his work and character. ... The golden candlestick,
its history, form, material, purpose, and symbolicul
meaning. ... A word-picture of the vision.... What
were its lessons to the people?....Its encourage-
ments to those who work for God....What God
does for his cause....Duties suggested by this les- .
gon....Take as n lesson thought, * His hands shall

diffusing its life to the farthest leaf of the remotest | also finish it " (verse 9).
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References,

Foster's Poctie
3002, 3008, 2

tical, 1069, 4115,
12069, 9199, 9185.

CYCLOPEDIA,
9192, 7916, 0564,
Vers, 1-7

71 Prose, s0ss

2999,

Blackboard.

Gop's WoRK-

WHATEVER GOD GIVES YOU TO DO,
DO 1

This is a lesson of encouragement to all Christian

Look at the board: “ Success crowns
God’s work.” Whatever God gives you to do, do
it,and despise not the day of smallthings. Though
the work appears poor by the side of some greater
laborer, keep at it for the glory of God, and sue-
cess will crown your efforts.  God’s work never |
fuils, no matter whether it be sowing the seced,
reaping the sheaves, or gleaning where others
have harvested. Remember, ‘sSuccess crowns |
God’s work.”

workers.,

Primary and Intermediate. {

Lescox Tuovenr.  The Light that never goes out,

[Picture the golden candlestick on the bourd
without the accompanying text. Reeall the lust
lesson.] To whom did the Lord send a vision ? |
Who was Zechariah? To whom did he tell the
vision? Did it teach a lesson to any but the
Jews?  What lesson does it teach us? {

God sent another vision to Zecharigh, The
angel waked him out of sleep and showed him a
candlestick all of pure gold. There were seven |
lamps on it, all burning with a clear, pure light,

When will a lamp burn?  Yes, when it has been
lighted and the oil is there, ready to burn, Now
the oil in God’s book mcans something very
precious.  Will you say it after me, softly—
“Gods Holy Spirit”

Who were trying to build the new temple ?
Yes, the Jews, led by their governor, Zerubbabel,
But there were enemies to make trouble. The
Jews were not a strong people.  All around were
wicked men trying te hinder them from building
the Lord’s house,

It was very casy to lose cour-

age and stop trying! There was once a little eirl

SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.

| who mude up her mind to be ve

i Holy Spirit.
| to get light from another, we shall fail.

) She got
along nicely for a whole day, and then so muny

thin e

came to hinder and vex her that she
i le
The
They stopped b
their

up and said, *It's no use totry

1"t be good

Jews were a
d-
enemies

And so she stopped trying,
r deal like the litt]

the
troubled them so much,

Did they do right ¥ Did the little girl ?

The candlestick lesson was sent to show them
what they needed, and we need Jjust what they
did, to keep us trying to do what God gives us
to do,

[81

rl,

Lord’s  house because

iy

w picture of a dove with outspread wings;
below, in illuminated 1 tters, “The Toly Spiris,»
Cull for Golden Text, and explan its bearings om
the lesson.  Give a short drill, that all may have
the opportuni'y to learn the text.

The prophet said that Zerubbabel should finish
the house whose foundations he had lnid, It was
not because he was 8o strong, but beeause the oly
Spirit in his heart, and in the hearts of the Jews,
would give them courage and strength,

— . [Add the text to the Les-
son Symbol, and teach thas
God wants his little chil-
dren to shine as lights im
the world, and so he gives
the promise of his Holy
Spirit to be in their hearts.]
J Can a lamp burn withous
oil? Noj it will flicker and go out, and just se
God's children cannot shine as lights without the
If we try to make our own light, er

A soldier boy became a Christian, but could find
no place to be alone for Bible reading and prayer.
He knew that if he did not have the grace and
help of the Ioly Spirit his light would go out. Se

{ he ran the risk every day for six weeks of being

punished, by going outside the lines to a quiet
place to pray. His light shone so clearly and
steadily that long afterward he learned that his
aptain had become a Christian through his ex-
ample,

[Put Lesson Thought before the class.] What is
the greatest light in the sky? But one day the sum
will be put out. The moon and stars will ceaso te
shine.  You and 1 will die and be forgotten. But
the Lord’s light will never go out ! e offers it te
us now, Will we takeit?

OPTIONAL HYWNS,
No. 1.

With joy we hail the sacred day,
When all thy mercies, O my God.
Thou dear Redeemer, dying Lamb,
O, 1er us be glad.
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There is no name so sweet on earth,
Ilove thy will, O God.

No. 2.
Sweet Saviour, bless us ere we go.
Hark, hark, my soul !
I love the name of Jesus,
Yo winds that once by Chebar's flood.
Bing a hymn to Jesus.

The Lesson Catechism,
[For the entire school.]

1. What did the angel show Zechariaht The
golden candlestick of the temple.

2. What did the angel say was the meaning of
this vision? Gorpenx Texr, ¢ Not by might,
nor by power,”? ete,

3. How should the great mountain flatten be-
fore Zerubbabel ¥ Into a plain.

4. Who laid the foundation of this second tem-
ple! Zerubbabel,

5. What did the Lord say of him? His hand
shall also finish it,

CATECHISM QUESTION,

7. In what other ways did He show this?
Bylt.he heavx;r;l. wind(l!}l. the authority, und the
0! ist
Luke iv. 22. And all bare Him witness, and
wondered at the words of grace which proceeded
out of His mouth.
John vii, 46, Never man so spake.

Book Notices.

Bible Studies from the Old and New Testaments
Covering the International Sunday-school
Lessons for 1893. By GEORGE PENTECOST,
D.D., author of *“Out of Egypt,” etc. Pp. x.-
436. Paper, 60 cents; cloth, $1. New York:
A. 8. Barnes & Co. Toronto: Wm. Briggs.
Dr. Pentecost’s Bible Studies have been for

several years among the most widely used of

the many valuable lesson helps which are issued
from the press. This prominence has been
secured by their striking merits. Dr. Pente-
cost is permeated to his heart’s core, not merely
with the evangelical, but with the evangelistic
spirit of the gospel. Of this, his recent
remarkably successful revival tour in India is
a conspicuous illustration. Through his minis-
trations the churches were greatly quickened,
and many souls brought to Christ. The same
qualities pervade his elucidations of the Sunday-
school lessons. He gives in these notes the
very marrow and fatness of the gospel. The

missionary studies, as we might expect from a

mah in such deep sympathy with missions, are

of special interest. The exposition of the
temperance lessons is also specially strong,

For the size of the volume, this is one of the

cheapest of the lesson helps, and one of the best.

The Miracles of our Lord. Expository and
Homiletic, By Jou~N Lamraw, D.D., Pro-
fessor of Theology, New College, Edinburgh.
Cloth, 8vo, 334 pp. $1.75. New York and
Toronto : Funk & Wagnalls Company.

The miracles of the Lord were the most
striking contemporary demonstration of His
divine authority and office. They have been
the subject of devout study to millions, and
will be to the end of time.

We have here a connected expository view of
the miracles, their relation to one another, and
the lessons to be derived from them as a whole.
The work is marked by comgeunt scholarship,
sound and canti gesis, iletic tact, and
a wonderful suggestiveness that will probably
place it among the permanent books of refer-
ence upon this important subject.

It has been said : * Christianity rests upon
the miracles of the Gospel,” and hence the
altruist, the sceptic, the antagonist of Chris-
tianity has always endeavored to show the
unreality of these works of Jesus, knowing full
well that if the people were led to disbelieve in
the miracles, it would not be long before they
would disbelieve in the Miracle-Worker. On
the other hand, the Christian preacher has
found in the miracles the evidences of the God-
gower of the Nazarene ; while the unlearned

isciple hath seen in these works of the Car-
penter’s Son the manifestations of divine love
and compassion and help for the suffering chil-
dren of men. No wonder, then, that the
miracles of our Lord have always been the
subject of intense interest to the Christian

Church, and that theologians and scholars have

brought their report and profoundest learning

to the interpretation of the teachings of these
wonderful works of the Lord.

‘I Believe in God the Father Almighty.” By
JouN Hesry Barrows, D.D. Chicago and
New York : Fleming H. Revell Co. Toronto :
William Briggs
This neatly printed volume contains four dis-

courses by Rev. Dr. Barrows, pastor of the
First Presbyterian Church in Chicago. They
are strong, clear, cogent expositions of the
strength, truth, and comfort of theism and of
God’s revelation of Himself. The arguments
are fresh and unhackneyed. The following is
an example of his treatment. After quot
ing Lord Tennyson's noble poem of **Sir
Galahad,” he asks: ‘“What mean these
devout aspirations? Are they the twitch.
ings of diseased nerves, resulting from the
anger of misplaced molecules? What account
can materialistic unbelief give of a man as he
appears in the temple of worship? None that
explains him., None that is not monstrous
absurdity, requiring of us a savage credulity
more debasing than fetich-worship. And as
we perceive the frantic folly to which men have
been driven to escape from God, we shall more
serenely repose in the faith that ‘each human
mind must rest on a mind gympathetic, creative,
and eternally young.’”




ADVERTISEMENTS,

Urspepsir

HORSFORD'S ACID PHOSPHATE,

Pronounced by Physicians of all schools to be the BEsT remedy yet dis-
covered for Dyspepsia.

It reaches various forms of Dyspepsia that no other medicine seems to
touch, assisting the weakened stomach, and making the process of digestion
natural and easy.

Dr. W. S, Leonard, Hinsdale, N, H., says: “The best remedy for dyspepsia that has

€ver come under my notice.”
Dr.T. H. AII(II‘!‘W& Jefterson Medical College, l‘hilmlclphia‘ says: ““A wonderful remedy
which gave me most gratifying results in the worst forms of dyspepsia,”
Descriptive pamphlet free. Rumford Chemical Works, Providence, R. I.

BEWARE OF SUBSTITUTES AND IMITATIONS,
Cautlon :—HBe sure the word “ Horsford's" is on the label. ANl others are spurions,
Never sold in bulk,

A VALVABLE AID FOR SUNDAY-

— ] J SCHOOLS,
WPERI4 ‘THE EXCELSIOR MAP

[

} PALESTINE to illustrate the New Testa-
ment, and CANAAN to illustrate the

‘1 Old Testament,

| By G. W. BACON, F.R.G.S,

These two Maps are mounted on linen, on one
roller. The size of the ma is 48 x 334 inches,
The coloring is delicate, nns clenrly shows the

different countries, The lettering is plain, and
d

places are distinctly marked,
ER'AL This is a new map, and will be of im rtant
BAV'NG assistance in the study of the lessons the year
PO\JDER round ; valuable in the minister’s study as well

a8 the school or class-room,

PUREST, STHOHGEST’ BEST, Price $4,50, express paiq,

BAKING
POwpER
£ WeILETT TOF‘UJ' M (

=i [

no Alum, A ia, Lime,

Phouphntes. or ;ny Injuriant, WILI‘IAM BRIGGS’
METHODIST BOOK AND PUBLISHING HOUSE,
E.W. CILLETT, Toronto, Ont, ToRrONTO.
Montreal : C. W. Coargs, Halifax : 8. F. Honsma

o ——— - —
4n ordering goods, op in making inquiry concerning anything advertised in this Magasine, you Wil 0bige the
» @8 well as the advertiser, by stating that you saw the advertisement in Tag SUNDAY ScHOOL Baxngr
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ADVERTISEMENTS.

_JUST ISSUED
ENLARGED EDITION

OF THE

Canadian Hymnal

conTaininGg 4 B() Hymns.

Sunday Schools and Social Services.
NO BOOK LIKE IT FOR | Epworth League and C. E. Societies.

| Gospel Meetings and Home Circles.

The hymns of the Canadian Hymnal as at present in use have not been changed, but nearly
100 new pieces have been added.” Nor has the price been advanced, but remains :—

MUSIC EDITION

Paper boards, cloth back, each, 50c.; per doz. $5.00.

WORDS ONLY EDITION-
Cloth limp, 12¢. each ; $1.20 per doz; $9.00 per hundred,
Cloth boards, 17c. each ; $1.75 per doz.; $13.50 per hundred.
Postpaid at price per copy. Not postpaid at dozen or hundred rate.

INTERNATIONAL LESSON HELPS rog 1893,
ILLUSTRATIVE NOTES

Including original and selected expositions, plans of instruction, illustrative anecdotes,
practical application, archaological notes, library references, maps, pictures and diagrams,

By JESSE L. HURLBUT, D.D., and ROBERT R. DOHERTY, Pu.D.
$1.25 POSTPAID.

SELECT NOTES.

Explanatory, illustrative, doctrinal and practical ; with illustrations, maps, pictures, chro
nology of the Old Testament, chronology of the Acts, suggestions to teachers, library references,

By K. N. PELOUBET, D.D., and M. A, PELOUBET.
$1.25 POSTPAID.

BIBLE STUDIES,

By GEO. F. PENTECOST, D.D.

A Lesson Commentary, growing yearly in popular favor, Cloth, $1.00 ; Paper, 60 cents,

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Wesley Buildings, Toronto.

C. W. COATES, MoNTREAL, QUE, S. F. HUESTIS, Havuirax, N.S.




ADVERTISEMENTS.,

CHEAP PAPER EDITION

ANNIE S. SWAN'S BOOKS.

The sweeping popularity of Miss Swan's Stories has induced the issue of the following of
her Books in attractive paper covers, at the popular price of

25 CENTS EACH, POSTPAID.

Wrones Righted. Mistaken, and Marion Forsyth,

Twic Tried. | Thomas Dryburgh’s Dream, and Miss
Shadowed Lives. [ Baxter's Bequest.

The Secret Panel. | Sundered Hearts,

Across Her Path. | Robert Martin's Lesson, §

A Divided House: A Study from Life, | Dorothea Kirke; or, Free to Serve,
Ursula Vivian, The Sister Mother, Hazell & Sons, Brewers,

A Bachelor in Search of a Wife, A Vexed Inheritance.

When so much trashy and vicious literature abounds to poison the minds and taint the
morals of the young, a movement such as this to provide pure and healthful reading at cheap
prices should have every encouragement,

Tl_‘_l__e (juinea Stal;;p

A TALE OF MODERN GLASGOW,

ANNIE S. SwAN.

Crown 8w, cloth extra, handsome design in
Gold and Colors.

$1.00 POSTPAID.

PRESS OPINIONS,

“This is the latest work of this gifted and charming writ It possesses all the best features of her
revious books, The characters are well defined, and the interest is strongly sustained throughout.
‘he same unobtrusive but distinet religious spirit pervades the work that distinguishes her previous
books.  One marked characteristic of this book, and of all | 100Ks, is the author's profound symvulh
with the common people.  In ey ery one of her stories, thery gnition of manhood and womanhood,
though in the lowliest cireumstances, assomet hing above k and all class distinctions. No living
writer unites attractive interest and wholesome lessons in a higher degree. We can cordially recom-
mend this book to our readers, both young and old."—Chwistian Guardian,

“Among the numerous writers of wholesome fiction, none have won amore deserving place than
5. Burnett-Smith, known to all readers of good books as *Annie Swan.'  This new story promises
in popularity any previous effort of the author i X
As_interwoven with her decp moral purpose a charming love story, and, when W alter and Gladys
finally join hands together for a life of usefulness, we feel that it isa true union ; one not of hands only,
but of hearts also. *The Guinea Stamp’ i< a strong story.  You should vead it." —Christian Endeavor
Herald,

s to
Its moral tone is high, Mrs Burnett-Smith

- WILLIAM BRIGGS, Wesley Buildings, Toronto,

C. W, COATES, MoNTREAL, QUE. 8. F. HUESTIS, Havrrax, N.S,




ADVERTISEMENTN.,

Tie Sooo s Dfgheg

WAV NNIN NN NOZNEN NN AN

with the addition to its Library. We were so well pleased with the books
sent us for selection that we determined to retain all of them. Such words
as these we hear from Sunday Schools who have entrusted us with their
orders.

THE _LONG WINTER EVENINGS

are coming on apace, and is it not time to see that your Library is re-
plenished, so that good reading may be provided for those long, quiet
evening hours. What charming hours may be spent in the company of
such delightful authors as Annie S. Swan, “Pansy,” Amelia E. Barr,
Worboise, Alcott, Everett-Green, Hesba Stretton, Prentiss, Stowe, Henty,
Ballantyne, Kingston, Withrow, Hocking, Jackson Wray, Garrett, Holland,
and a host of other popular writers.

HOW TO GO ABOUT IT.

) If you cannot make a visit to the Book Room to choose from our richly
: laden shelves, we will be pleased to make a satisfactory selection for you,
4 asking that you give us the following points :
[ " + 1. The number of books desired,
T 2. The names of any special books desired,
3 3. The number of books desired for each grade—Senior, Interme-
diate, and Primary,
. 4. The amount of money you desire to spend,
§ 5. Full shipping directions,
! Also (if intended as an addition to an old library),
6. An alphabetical list of books already in the library,
We have an unsurpassed collection of the latest and best books of the
Religious Tract Society, Nelson & Sons, the London Conference Office
(Charles H. Kelly), Oliphant, Anderson & Ferrier, Nisbet & Co., Ward,
Lock & Co., Blackie & Son, and other reputable houses, We are prepared
i to send to any School in Ontario a quantity of books from which to select
as many volumes as they may wish to purchase,
Low Priees, Liberal Discounts, Prompt Despatch,
b Write for Catalogue and full particulars,

% WILLIAM BRIGGS, Wosley Buildings, Toronto,

| C. W. COATES, MonTREAL, QUE, S. F. HUKSTIS, Harivax, N.S.




EASTERN CARAVAN,

Specimen of many Cuts of “Tent Life in Palestine.”

Tbe_adethodist Adagazine ror -

1893
ENLARGED sSIZE . . 1248 PAGES.
VOLUMES XXXVII, AND XXXVIIL WITH 300 FINE ENGRAVINGS.

$2.00 A YEAR; $1.00 FOR SIX MONTHS.
GUARDIAN or WESLEYAN and MAGAZINE together, $3.50.

W. H. WITHROW, D.D, FRSC,

“*1t should be in every Methodist home.”—Kingston Whig.
** The Canadian Church is to be heortily congratulated on its M

‘* Abreast of the most popular literary Magazines. The arti
St. Louis Methodist.

- Editor.

agazine."—London Quarterly Review,
cles are by scholarly men and good writers,”—

“ Canada’s Great North Land.”

—
REVIEWS OF HIGH-CLASS LITERA

CANOEING —Specimen of many Cuts of

TURE A SPECIALTY.
47 SPECIAL TERMS TO 8CHOOLS, Many schools have taken from 2 to 40 copies to circulate instead of
Libraries, as being fresher, and more attractive, Send for Special Rates.

—

SUPPLEMENT. PL

LEASE CIRCULATE. Speci Free on Appli




NT LIFE IN PALEST AND SYRIA. By Tun

ITOR. A series of splendidly illustrated papers
describing the Lord's Land from Hebron to Da-
masc rom Jaffa to Jericho,

WHAT YPT CAN TEACH USs, By Tue Epitor.
With numerous engravings giving results of latest
discoveries,

PETRA THE ROCK CITY ;

“CALVARY, THE TRADITIONAL AND THE
TRUE;" and

JERG, A WEEK IN THE ODENWALD.
By Rev. G - Boxp, B.A., author of * Vagabond
Vignettes,

A CANADIAN
ORIENT,

CANADA'S GREAT NORTH LAND. Papers by Rev.
E. R. Youxa and Prof. A P. CoLemay, Ph.D.

IN THE LEVANT AND DARDANEL H

LIGHT FROM THE CATACOMBS—the Mode and
Subjects of Baptism ;

THROUGH BULGARIA AND SERVIA ; and

KAISERSWERTH AND ITS DEACONESSES. By
Tur Epitor.

MORE “ ROUND ABOUT ENGLAND” PAPERS. By
Rev. Huen Jouxston, D.D., and others,

FARTHEST NORTH WITH LIEUTENANT AND
MRS. PEAREY,

THE STORY OF SIR JOHN FRANKLIN RETOLD.

THE WORLD'S FAIR AT CHICAGO.

ASSEMBLY ROOMS AT AIX LES BAINS. R THE SPLUGEN. By A. Buackwoop.

THE ITALIAN LAKES, THE GARDEN OF THE

LADY'S ADVENTURES IN THE

Specimen of many Cuts in ** The Queen’s Health Resort." WORLD. By D, HARDENEYER.
S PROTESTANT MEMORIES OF MORAT AND NEU.
MISSIONARY BIOCRAPHIES AND STUDIES. CHATEL. By DR. F. Stock.
Many of them fully illustrated, \'I{AI!;’:;):JCL‘AEFE'(B)N LAKE LF) By Pastor
» ™ o g , : ALl ESOLE.
ISP A,Té’r"fd”‘,’:fs_""ﬂ;’lﬁﬁ‘w';','fp‘t,‘:ﬁl&“ B WITH THE MONKS AT SIMPLON. By Dr. Wour
THE WHOLE WORLD KIN: OR, MISSIONARY THE QUEEN'S FAVORITE HEALTH RESORT—
ADVENTURES IN BURMAH, SIAM AND JAPAN. Aix Les Bains. By V. Bermign

By REv. B, SHERLOCK.

HOW CAREY BECAME AN APOSTLE. By A
METHODIST PRESBYTER.

FORTY YEARS AMONG THE ZULUS. By T. R.
PATTERSON,

8, MISSIONARY EXPLORER IN

By Rev. G. C. KeNDAL.

THOMAS COMBER, MISSIONARY PIONEER ON
THE CONGO. By Miss Ipa Lewis,

SAMUEL CROWTHER, THE SLAVE BOY WHO
BECAME A MISSIONARY. By Mgs. H. L. Pratr.

WOMEN WORKERS IN MISSION FIELDS. By
Mgs. A. G. McMechax,

“OWD MO;” AMONG THE LEPERS; and

CIVIL ADMINISTRATION AMONG THE INDIANS,
By Rev. Jony McLEax, Ph.D.

DR. McKENZIE, MEDICAL MISSION WORK IN

y . V. Smity, D.D.

£ GREAT WALL OF CHINA, z

THE WOMAN'S MISSIONARY SOCIETY AND ITS

WORK.
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CHARACTER SKETCHES AND STUDIES,
With portraits and cuts.
FRANOCIS PARKMAN AND HIS WORK.
A CHEQUERED LIF THOMAS COOPER.
ARCHDEACON FARRAR. By THEODORE CuyLER.
A NEW STUDY OF CARLYLE.
AN ENGLISH HEART OF OAK, A Lieutenant of
the Royal Navy,
AN OLD TIME PURITAN—THE FAMOUS COTTON
| MATHER.
; HEROINES OF FAITH AND CHARITY,

LIVES AND DEEDS WORTH KNOWING.
LITTLE KNOWN FOREIGN PHILANTHROPISTS,

¥ NN

} l{l;:{V. &ls G. WOOD, author of * Homes Without
ands,” etc.
f . ORIENTAL PILGRIMS,
PROF. HENRY DRUMMOND., & .
i A,lzj ou,g, .klewfl,‘e,‘ Specimen of many Cuts from * Tent Life in Palestine.”




Serial Stories.

THE SQUIRE OF SANDAL-SIDE. A North Coumry Story.
By MRs. AMELIA E, BARR, author of *“ Jan Vedders Wife,”
““The Preacher's Daughter,” ete.

THE LIFE CRUISE OF CAPTAIN BESS ADAMS. A
strongly-written story by Mgs. JuLia McNAIR Wrienr,

author of “A Woman's Fight with the Monster,” ete,
THE MAN TRAP. By the author of * Lost in London."

SHORT STORIES AND CHARACTER SKETCHES.
HOW THE GABBITES CAME TO GREEN'S COVE :
BOB BARTLETT'S BABY ; and

THE SPECTRE DORY—A TALE OF GRAND BANKS, By
the Rev. Geo. J. Boxn, M.A., author of *“Skipper George
Netman,” ** Vagabond Vignettes,” ete,

DIAMONDS IN THE ROUGH ORISP  CUMBERLAND
SKETCE By Rev. J. V. SmiTh, D.D., author of * Aud
Gwordie,”

A TANGLED YARN, By a Sea Captain,
THE EVOLUTION OF MRS, THOMAS, A Chautauqua story,

THE PROBLEM OF THE POOR; AND HOW THE OTHER
HALF LIVE. By Mgs. HELEN Caypier L, and others.

““WOOED AND WEDDED AND A".”

SHORT STORIES AND SKETCHES.
JAMEs M, BARRIE, BARRY Pax, ete,

By MARK Guy Peanse,

And other sketches of permanent value,

Articles by President QuavLe, Kansas University; Rev,
PROP. WALLACE, B, D., Victoria College ; and others,

Important Symposia by readers of thought on Social,
Religious and E bj will be p d.

ANOIENT EGYPTIAN WALL PAINTINGS.
Specimen of many Cuts of * What Egypt can Teach Us.*

STREET IN ZURICH,
Specimen of many Cuts from ‘* Central Europe.”

SOClﬁAL REFORM

AND MISCELLANEOUS PAPERS,

OUR COUNTRY'S HERITAGE. By the Rev.
DR. CARMAN, General Superintendent,

GOD'S WORK A CAUSE OF REJOICING. By
DR, DoucLas,

THE CHURCH VERSUS THE
BisHop Firz6ERALD,

TOLERATION. By Rev. Pror. SHaw, LL.D,,
Wesleyan Theological College, Montreal.

PROHIBITION PAPERS, By Rev.G. F. Dawsox,
B.A., and others,

TENNYSON'S

SALOON. By

DEBTEDNESS TO THE
BIBLE. Ry Re . P. Rose, D.D.

GROWTH OF M HODISM IN
WORLD. By Bisnor FowLer,
METHODISM UNDER THE SOUTHERN
CROSS,

THE NEW

A CANADIAN LOURDES,
CHRISTO-CENTRIC PREACHING,
THE SCIENCE OF PREACHING.
PRrIcE Huanes,
SCIENCE AND PROGRESS. C. A. CHANT, M.A,
RECENT PROGRESS IN MEDICAL SCIENCE,
By A. PoweLy, M.D,
And other Science Papers,

THE HIGHER CRITICISM, By Pror. Mivtoy
TERRY,

By Huen

MORE “COLLOQUIES ON PREACHING.” By
CANON TWELLS,

AMONG THE MORAVIAN By Arou. Buue,

UNIVERSITY EXTENSION, By  WiLian
Housrtox, M.A.,

“HALF HOURS IN A LUNATIC ASYLUM.”
By DaNieL Cuarg, M.D., Superintendent, of
Asylum for the Insane, Toronto.

SIGNS OF THE TIMES, By Rev. J.V. Sy, D.D,

THE PRESENT AND THE PAST. A compari.
son and contrast. By the Rev. J, S, Ross, M.A

JAMES SMETHAM, CLASS LEADER AND
ARTIST.

RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, By Rav. D
BARRASS,
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VIEW OF NAZARETH. (Part of Cut.)
Specimen of many Cuts of *“ Tent Life in Palestine.”
CLUBBING RATES.

These clubbing rates are in addition to the price paid for the

METHODIST MAGAZINE,

Our price. Full price
23 50

Harper's Magazine .. £ 00

Century Magazine . 4 00
Atlantie Monthly .. 4 00
Seribner's Magazine . 3 00
Popular Seience Monthly 5 00
St. Nicholas Magazine 300

8 00

Littell's Living Age o
Wide Awake...... s34 o . g 2 40
#7r Send for Special Terms to Schools.
In ordering, give Name and Post Office carefully.
477 A large and interesting Premium List of Books has
also been arranged, from which subscribers may select.

] SEND FOR PREMIUM LIST.

7 MACGAZINE PREMIUM FOR 1893
«x OLIVE WOOD FRON JERUSALEM x

SLOVAC PEASANTS.

Specimen of many Cuts of
* Eastern Europe.”

OLIVE WOOD
PREMIUM.

A circular section of pol-
ished Olive Wood, from the
Mount of Olives, near Jeru-
salem, surrounded with its
fragrant bark, stamped with
the name of the sacred
city in English and Hebrew,
and showing the beautiful
grain and concentric cir-
cles of the wood-—a most
interesting souvenir of the
Lord's Land, about 3} of an
inch in diameter and § inch
thick. It makes a beautiful
paper-weight or table orna-
ment. This will be sent post-
paid by mail, securely packed,
to every subscriber of this
Magazine, old or new, foronly
TeN Cexrs—below cost price
even when im‘\orted by the
thousand. A limited quan-
tity only available. Send
orders promptly, to secure ORT CASTLE.

one of these beautiful me- .
morials of Olivet. Specimen of many Cuts of ** Central Europe.”

REGISTER LETTER AND SEND TO ¥ \ o

WILLIAM BRIGGS, "o tomnss onr.

C. W. COATES, Montreal. S. F HAUESTIS, Halifax.



ADVERTISEMENTS,

EPPS'S COT0A. (hristmas Book

* By a thorough knowledge of the natural laws which |
govern Ilbc nuﬂan:‘ ot'h dlsuﬁon m:‘ nut{lﬂc}f. ulnd by |
& careful npgﬂu on e fine properties of well-gel |
Cocoa, Mr, rovided our breakfast tables witha | FOR TH E BOYS'
delicately flavoured gennic which muf 8AVe US MAn,
heavy doctors’ bills, Itis by the judicious use of mz
articles of diet that a constitution may be gradually built
Handreds of hbtle Saladias &% Bocking around e beety
ul of subtle es are ng around us y
10 attack wherever there ls a weak In{ We may esca|
many a fatal shaft by keeping ounmu well lorﬁffad wir: THE STonY OF
blood and a properly nourished frame." —Civil Service
Made simply with boiling water or milk, Bold

only in packets, by gmn, Iabelled thus: J
JAMES EPPS & CO0., Homaopathio Chemists, | ﬂ[l“ “ Palul'l
LoxpoN, ENGLAXD, 1
The High S '1 b
o

D e e

eed Family K.iitter
- Will klml a st Ilki“‘\'\‘/ml.lll:nd
m'«-r'f'mu'-‘}z'"'r'f-. fred in the TOLD FOR YOUNGC FOLKS
bonsehold from homespun or
factory, Coarse or fine yarns,
The most practical knitter on the OR,
market, child can operate it,

iyt | THIRTY YEARS AMONG
- SOUTH SEA CANNIBALS.

and snmple work, addre:
By REV. JAMES PATON, B.A

TSN 58,
Cardon & Gearhart, Dundas, Ont., Cnnndnf
OOK Essml With Forty-Five Full-Page Illustrations by

MARK LIST .., 1893 puoBgcin Ry

Thrilling as the most vivid creations of the novelists,
yet all a sober relation of actual experiences in the
The Lesson List embodies in convenient form lite of l..h_e'he{niv mi-nloimmry. there are few if any
the Less: 1 » books which will appeal to a boy's fancy more strongly
on, Qolden Textn'. sud h.lemory Ver than this Story of John G. Paton, just issued from the

ses of the International Series. It is furnished in i

press in time for the holidays.
three different styles—differing on the last page.

TED

It is just such a book as uio can urge parents to put
No. 1.—With N. ) N o i in their boys’ hands. A hook of 397 pages, with
o fl.. \' ith Name of ( In.u‘ch or School, and list handsomely. illustrated cover and gilt Mge!" and
of Services on last page : teeming with splendid full-page illustrations, it sells

HMorless - - - . . $100 at the remarkably low price of

Ml <" v v i el s :

- S $1.50 POSTPAID.

200 - - . . . . 215 i The recent visit of the vcnerable missionary to
250 . « o & » v 28 Toronto, as a delegate to the Pan-Presbyterian Coun-
00 . . 270 cil, will lend added interest to this record of his life,
y SO R N told in graphic style by his brother.

350 = e + « « . 800

M s ¢« & 2 » . 3B WILLIAM BRIGGS, Meth. Book Room, Toronto,
500 e & s+ s s « 8B

7 S
1000 - - . . . . 500
2000 or over, per thousand - 4 50

No. 2.—With last page blank ; and No. 8,—With FOR 1893.

Bible Acrostic on last page : | Twelve decorated Text Cards, containing
Less than 500 - 50 cents per hundred. | & complete list of Sunday-school Lessons for
M0to1000 - - 45 “ “ ] 1803, with verses by Frances Ridley Havergal,
1000orover - - 40 ¢ PIR PACK:T, 15C., POSTPAID.

|

WILLIAM BRIGGS, Meth. Book Room, Toronvo, WILLIAM BRIGGS, Meth, Book Room, Toronto,

In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning anything advertised in this Magasine, you will oblige lM'
nublisher, uawell as the ado. riirer, by stating thas you saw the advertisement in TIE SUNDAY SCHOOL BANNER.




S arysaEp aRri’llsa

is superior to all other prepara-
tionsclaiming to beblood-purifiers.
First of all, because the principal
ingredient used in it is the extract
of genuine Honduras sarsaparillu
root, the variety richest in mei-
cinal properties. Also, because
s c t the yellow

ures a arr doclz, being
raised expressly for the Company,
is always fresh and of the very
best kind. With cqual discrimina-
tion and care, each of the other
ingredients are selected and com-
pounded. Itis

THE
Superior Medicine

because it is always the same in
wppearance, flavor, and effect,
and, being highly concentrated,
only small doses are needed. It
is, therefore, the most economical
blood-purifier in existence. It

Gures !Hllll}'u\' food nmni:
ishing, work
SCROFULA

pleasant, sleep
life enjoyable.

refreshing, and

It searches out all
impurities in the system and expels
them harmlessly by the natural
shannels. AYER'S Sarsaparilla
gives elasticity to the step, and
imparts to the aged and infirm,
health, strength, and

renewed
vitality.

YER'S

Sarsaparilla

Prepared by Dr. J. C. Ayer & Co., Lowell, Mass
Sold by all Druggists; Price $13 six bottles, $3

Cures others, will cure you

l

|

|

|

Best Cure For

All disorders of the Throat and
Lungs is Ayer's Cherry Pectoral.

It has no equal as a cough-cure.

Bronchitis

“When I was a boy, [ had a bronchial
trouble of such a persistent and stub-
born character, that the doctor pro
nounced it incurable with ordinary
remedies, but recommended me to try
Ayer's Cherry Pectoral. I did so, and
one bottle cured me.  For the last fifteen
years, I have used this preparation with
good effect whenever I take a bad cold,
and I know of numbers of people who
keep it in the house all the time, not
considering it safe to be without is."!

J. C. Woodson, P.M., Forest Hill, W. Va.

Cough

“For more than twenty-five years, I
was a sufferer from lung trouble, at-
tended with coughing so severe at times
as to cause hemorrhage, the paroxysms
frequently lasting three or four hours.
I was induced to try Ayer's Cherry Pec-
toral, and after taking four bottles, wa
thoroughly Franz Hoffman,

Clay Centre, Kans.

La Grippe

“Last spring I was taken down with
la grippe. At times 1 was completely
prostrated, and so difficult was my
breathing that my breast seemed asif
confined in an iron cage. I procured a
bottle of Ayer's Cherry Pectoral, and
no sooner had I began taking it than
relief followed, 1 could not believe that
the effect would be so rapid and the
cure so complete."—W. H. Williams,
Cook City, S. Dak.

AYER’S
CHERRY PECTORAL

Prepared by Dr. J. C. Ayer & Co., Low ell, Mass.
Sold by all Druggists. Price $1; six bottles, $5.

Prompt to act, sure to cure

cured.’




