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priests, for her friars, and all her ghostly
retinue, with masses for dead and living?
And what testimony can Lold, boisterous,
blasphemous infidelity supply on thishead ?
Was Franceas anation of infidels, untaxed,
happy, and frec *  Amidst the upheaviugs
of the socinl framework and the rejection of
ereeds, France crected her altars and ap-
pointed her high priests of infidelity. Her
teadhers and prophets are engaged in theiv
respective  vocations; and Jo! not only is
the instruction they impart not free, but a
reign of terror is inaugurated,—~blood reach-
ing unto blood,—a scenc exhibited from the
eostly horrors of which the miserable inha-
bitants scek relief and shelter in the halls of
mcdicval popery. Proving that bad as
popery is, it is not stripped of its power to
do cvil by infidelity ; for a nation can live,
at least, longer, under the sway of the for-
mer than under the control of the latter;
kere, it suddenly expires by the violence of
fraternal and suicidal hands. Thus has it
ever been in rejecting Christ’s burden,
which is easy, the world has made for itself
burdens, grievous burdens, impossible to be
borne. IHaviog cast off Ilis authority and
despised his truth, it has tried all creeds,
and all systems, but has it ever dispensed
with those whom it designates teachers?
The choice given to us lies, not between
teachers and no teachers; fror the very
nature of things this can never be; and as
a matter of fact has never been. No system
ever yet cursed this earth which did not
demand its staff of teachers to uphold,
spread and strengthen it; the choice lies
between teachers who love the truth and
teachers of error—between teachers who
are gnided by love to God and man, and
those who are governed by sclfishness,—
between those who do good to society and
bless it, and those who are an injury to it,
who blight whatthey breathe upon, and stay
the diffusion of happiness. The choice is
found within these limits, and society must
decide to have the one class or the other.
Nor can mere physical science, or art, he
& sabstitute for the true teacher. What-
ever power to improve socicty may be con-
tained in the great triumphs of modemn
science, this is the mest we can admit inits

favor,—it is power, merc Ulind power,
without an intelligent guide.  And just ay
a powerful instrument must be placed jp
skilful hands to prevent injurious reaulty,
and guarantee security and uscfuliss, so the
immense strides of modern scicnee instead
of ushering in a state of society whivh cag
safely dispense with divine or Biblicul in-
struction, ratiier, proportionate to its pre-
gress, creates a demand for teachers in luly
things, hoth as to number and efficicney.~
And if this demand be not met, what i
now so much gloried in, and on which so
much hope is built, will become to us s
curse and a source of desolation.  Thic trutk
of this view is abuudantly cstublished by
the wars and passions, vices and high land
ed crimes of the present day. Nor can you
gain from the streng arm of law, or socia
arrangements, or find in police courts
armed constabulary, sage jurivs, wisce judyes
and grim scaffolds worthy substitutes for
the preacher of the gospel, nor guin saccess
ful teachers of good morals, without whick
no state can flourish even in 1uaterial
wealth. Remove the ministry and lean
upon the agencies just specified and yoa
diminish, incalculably, your power to de
good to socicty whilst you greatly increass
your outlay. On the score of economy,
therefore, will it be found to be wise policy,
infivitely better policy, to support theeras
gelical, faithful laborer who broadcast som
the secd of divine truth over the surface of
society, than to attempt to curc the evils
that crop out around us by an appeal is
man’s fears, by pains and penalties, prisona
confiscations and forfeiture of life.

The position here assumed for a ministes
is one granted by all true christians and
christian philosophers and statesmen.—
Daniel Webster says,—* I contend that no
literary ecfforts, no adjudications, no constr
tutional discussions, nothing that has bea
dore or said in favor of the great interests of
universal inan, has done this country more
credit at home or abroad than the body o
our clergymen.”” If then, others, may w
not contend with Paul, be partakers of this
power—to receive & competency—over Y08
are not we ratber?

I have now glanced at the importsnt pp-
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dton which ministers oceupy,—shewn the Fanis complaint but we receive less than we
pecessity of their oflice, its toils, and the | ought to receive.  If he greatly boasted in
srparation for it, its hizh responsilility to | patiently sustaining this loss for the gospel’s
e church and to the world, together with | sake, it mnay not be wrong for us to boast
is widespread benign influence, Jhus sup- , with him in proportion to what we bear in
plied material from which to judge whether | the same line of adequate support  If
dey deserve a liberal seppoit Leaving | our determination in this matter be attri-
out uf sight these clements of thought and | buted to mereenary motives, we have cause
wlentation as well as the sutlay peculiarto | of complaint which he, when even laboving
ihe ministry, the question ot amount of | among heathiens, had not to combat; or
ainisterial  support has heen, by some, | should our liberty be assailed, in any way
wholly decided by a reference to the style | on this subject, let us, with that fearless
of life which cxists in any particalar loeali- | man, reply, *“ As the truth of Christ is in
i, or congregation, in which a minister | me, no man shall stop me of this hoasting
revivs.  Is it on such principles the doctor, | in all the regions of Ackuia,” 2 Cor. xi. 10,
the lawver, the merchant, the mechanie is I1. Tt us now glance at some of the
jad? Do your legislators receive out of | evils produced by inadequate ministerial
the public treasury according to a scale ' support. And foremost must he placed the
graluated to suit the different style of lifein | fact that many talented and pious young
the Jifterent localities they represent? How | men are deterred from entering upon the
prepusterous would such a scale for adjust- ] work of the miuistry, because the ministry

|

i

1

|

ing the reward due professional labor in | is too poorly supported.  The truth of this
any other dipartment but that of the minis- | statement can be abundantly established.—
v appear 7 Doctors and lawyers are well ; At a conference of ministers and elders of
paid; are they more abundant in labors, | the U. 1. Church of Scotland, last spring,
are they more nseful in sovicty ; do they fill » held in the Presbyterian Hall, Glasgow,
more importaut stations in the sosiul fabric | this was freely admitied. In a report of
than ministers 7 Legislators are well re- | their proecedings they say : *‘ Reference
maucrated.  Is their education Letter than , was m de to the decreasing number of stu-
ours? Do they spend more time in quali- | dents as shewn by the returns of past years,
fring themsclves to discharge their duties, | in conseqaence it was contended of the
o~ dves their office iinpose upon them hea- | smaliness of the stipends given to ministers,
vier responsibility than does the miuistry | and it was urged that if some improvement
onthose who preach the gospel 2 Notwith- | in this respect did not take place, thers
sanding all this 1 may be still yeminded | would, in a few years, be an alarming defi-
that Paul preachi! the yospel free of | ciency of preachers.”  The Old School Pres-
“charge.” I have already shewn why; | byterian organ in the United States says:
ad his reasons assigned are by no means | The paucity of young men devoting them-
flartering to the honesty, intelligence, or | selves to the sacred office has awakened a
diristian character of those who reccived | deep and general feeling  of solicitude
the priccless boon. Tt may be well, too, to | throughout our own and other evangelical
remind you that he likewise fearlessly pub- ; churches. Much Las been said and written
iished the tact to the world and gloried in | respecting the supposed cause of this unto-
1. Wehave thus apostolic example st suld | ward phenomenon. And the conviction
ministers deem it expedicnt to make known | scems now to be universal, that one princi-
tow much they give for the support of di- | pal cause is the insufficient support of the
vine ordinances. And the difference of the | ministry.” 1t is not necessary to dwell on
mount between what they actually receive | the magnitude of this ¢vil. But you may
and what they arc entitled to receive, ought | be reminded that it hath pleased God by
to he considcred their contribution or sub- | the foolishness of preaching to save men,
wription for this purpose. Paul received | that faith cometh by hearing, and hearire

#othing in some instances. We cannot make | by preaching ; that of all the meaus to con-
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vert sinners and edify saints that the Iead
of the Church has appointed for these ends,
he has especially blessed the preached word ;
this treasure—tho ministry of the gospel—
is put into earthen vessels. If instead of
multiplying these vessels the church is di-
minishing their number, and that through
love of money, surely the congregations of
the Lord hercby incur solemn responsibility.
Covetousness in christians is thus seen to
call down from heaven the same judgment,
which God threatened against apostate
Israel as evidence of IHis reprobation of that
people, viz., “a famine, not of bread, nor a
thirst for water, but of hearing the word of
the Lord,” Amos viii. 11, 12, To behold
the hand of covetousness raised up in order
to prevent the candlestick from being put
into its place, is surcly a vision that should
excite deep lamentation ; and all the great-
er when wo are assured that the hand s>
employed does not belong to a professed
foe, as we might expect, but is the hand of
the charch itself. Or should the avarice
of the church raise its shrivelled arm and
wave away from the office of the ministry,
both piety and talent, it has been successful
in stripping Zion of its special ornaments
and means of efficiency, and left a helpless
and unworthy residue, as husbandmen, in
the Lord’s vineyard. That such, however,
is sometimes its effect, can be abundantly
established. Said, on a particular occasion,
a leading member of the Synod of Pitts-
burgh, U. S., “Ionce knew a young man
of fine talents, whom I tenderly loved,”
deterred from the ministry on the ground of
inadequate support : again, he says, “one
of the brightest young men I ever knew
was stopped in his course’ for the same
reason. God in all ages ot His church has
blessed it with the inheritance of pious and
talented teachers. The Bible itself, in poiut
of literature, will compare most favorably
with any book of antiguity ; and Abraham
and Moses, Joshua and Samuel, David and
Solomon, Isaiah and Daniel, walk before
the mind, not only in the solemn and at-
tractive attire of piety, but besutiful also
with the honors of superior talent: we are
sure that Matthew and Luke, Mark and
Johnare not only men of piety but of strong

mind also ; while Paul’s splendid geniy,
has commanded the admiration of friend ang
foe, of heathen as well as of christian.—
From the decease of John the apostle to
the present hour there have been always
some,—always a fair share of the nl(;st
richly endowed of men’s sons, who have
consecrated their gifts to the pleasing duty
of ellucidating IToly Writand the exposition
and defence of heavenly doctrine. To sj;
at the feet of these men demands talent;
the age, which witnesses efforts to scale the
citadel of sacred truth by force of argument
and parade of learning, demands it; the
depths of the book, that some of the jewcls
which lie bencath its surface may be seen to
the joy and edification ‘of the children of
Zion demands it; the Head of the Church
demands it, for he demands the Lest, not
the halt and maimed; and let his peopic
demand it and provide for it, lest by their
parsimony they be found in this particular
cven ‘“fighting against God.” Let it be
carefully noted when the Levites weredriven
from the house of God because their posi-
tion was not given them; Nchemiah cop-
tended with the rulers and through them
with the people as the cause of this evil—
Neh. xiii. 10-13.

(2.) Inadequate support lowers the social
status of ministers. Said a professor of re-
ligion, and a trustec in a Preshyterian
church, to a ministsr, I have educated my
son to be useful to me in my profession;
and just when he has begun to be useful, he
has abandoned me, and chosen the lifc of a
beggar,” meaning the ministry. “ Even the
mother regretted the son’s career. She had
pictured to herself a somn, talented, wealthy,
&c., and now, she said, he would be nothing
but a minister I’ Good position gives sclf-
respect, leads to the cultivation of what is
refined in taste and habits, and deters from
that littleness or meanness in worldly mat-
ters, which is sure to rain the influence of
ministers who practise it. By lowcring the
status of ministers, you weaken their influ-
encc. This is felt by all. A scrmou may
owe much of its good or bad effect to the
circumstances of the preacher. Like John,
it might perhaps be possible for us to live
on locusts and wild houey, and, so far as
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the grand ends of clothing are concerned—
¢helter and warmth—you might clothe mi-
msters in camel’s hair, with leathern girdles
upon their loins. But would this appear-
aace he for the editication of his hearers ?
Would clothing of sheepskins and goat-
<hins best promote the work of the minis-
wv? The least we can ask, here, is that
muisters be retained in that relagive posi-
won in social circumstances, which has
hitherto been granted them by the piety,
atelligence and benevolence of ihe church.
If this request be not granted, you dimin-
s the influcnce of the ministry, and im-
wde the progress of the gospel ; indeed, are
cuilty of aiding the operation of principles
which may bring it into contempt. If the
request now specified be granted, then en-
lerced hiberality is demanded towurds the
ainistry.  Without this, the cost cf living
having so greatly advanced ahove what it
was in former years, the ministry muse sink
in the social scale, and be stripped of much
jower to do good. ¢ Scandalous mainte-
nance makes scandalous ministers.”

Then there are other evils which press
their burden upon the minister, and rise
from inadequate support. Must rot the
fact that he is compellad to strugyle, on the
one har 1, to keep up the appearance of de-
cency, and, on the other, to battie wirh the
world even for things absolutely necessary
—for bare living,—ecrush his spirits, and dis-
quatify him for the duties ¢f his vocation ?
Wearied throughout the week with bodily
isbor, how, in the sanctuary, ean his mind
have that elasticity and buoyancy which
are required there? Depressed with cares
and unxieties, how can his heart and mind
b free to cheer and comfort others ¢ IHis
Lord bids him, saying, * Give thyself wholly
o the work of the ministry ;” his people
ask him to give himself partly to some other
employment, ““ to supply their Jack of ser-
vice toward him;” and thus doubly bur-
dened, he cannot accomplish for either
master what, otherwise, might be done, but,
n reference to both, oppresssd by the para-
Ipzing fecling that failure is inevitable, he
sinks into comparative inaction. He has
00 new books, he has few old ones, without
Reviews and Magazines, surrounded by

literary wastes and deserts, isolated from
the great and rich domain of intellect, from
the enchanted circle of guiding spirits; in
that dreary solitude how can his mind be
qualitied for mental effort in the sanctuaay ?
Oh'! it is cruel, heartless, for those to iind
fault with his performance there, whose
duty it is, under the most solemn piedges,
only given to be broken, to supply him
with means through which his mind might be
replenished, and even the pulpit, by him,
adorned. And then when he thinks of the
time when his troubled life terminates,
when he will sleep with his fathers; and
wife and children are left to struggle om
without his counsel and aid; will not, by a
sympathetic anticipation, the dark sha-
dows which cover that lonely, ill-provided
heabitation, darken his own soul, and fill it
+7ith a “ bitterness that the heart only know-
<th”? I can never forget my own feelings
when one of our most venerable, most use-
ful, most talented, and pions ministers, rose
in the Synod, when the widows’ fund was
first spoken of there, and said, tears filling
his eyes, I have nothing, brethren, I have
nothing, and if God in his Providence were
to remove me from the church below, I
do not know what would become of my
poor family.” These are evils, sore evils.
But the church is rich, and could easily, if
so disposed, remedy all. It is indeed a
comfortable and precious truth, that Jeho-
vah will take care of His own servants,
One of the ways, however, in which this
care is expressed, is by his positive enact-
ment for all His people to have just weights
and measures, especially in the sanctuary.
And if He so careth for oxen as to make
provision in His statutes for their well-
being,—if He hear the cry of ths labourer
who reapeth the carthly harvest when his
hire is withheld, sure I am the cry of His
own servants, toiling all day in His own
vineyard, ‘ will enter into the ears of the
Lord of Sabaoth.”

The people also suffer loss. A minister,
as we have just seen, cannot be as cfficient if
ill-paid, as one who is well paid, other things
being equal.  But this is not all ; theiv own
reputation suffers, Is it not a serious con-
sideration for any, but especially for the
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congregation of the Lord, to lie under the
charge, indircetly or otherwise, of withhold-
ing from the laborer his hire ? a hire which
they are commanded to pay by the Great
King ¢ I need not specify more definitely
the nature of the sin, but if to be unjust in
general worldly transactions, meets univer-
sal reprobation, surely when we enter into
religious territory, the same evil eannot lose
its former character, nor can individual re-
sponsibility be lost, though, in this instance,
we have to deal with ecclesiastical bodies
or coporations Aund thus how often by
their sordid habits, in reference to religious
matters, do ciiristians bring upon themselves
the willing and telling sarcasm of a man of
the world, who described a neighboring con-
gregation as divided in two classes,— the
praying class and the paying class ! This
description gives the world’s estimate of il-
liberal christians. That the cry of hypocrisy
is raised against such, who can wonder,
when it is remembered that, what a man
esteems highly, he is not niggardly exact in
counting its cost? In all transactions the
world exhibits this principle ; and if chris-
tians are found placing in words the highest
value on religious ordinances, and yet cking
out with almost sceming pain the smallest
possible support thereof, they must silently
endure the humiliating estimate an observ-
ing world has taken of them. Surely chris-
tians should sacredly guard against an im-
peachment of their character, which, in their

case, would verify Satan’s indictment agains? |

Job, that they are faithf-l to their King just
so long as He keeps His finger off their
property ! Or that in the rcligious use of
their money they are guilty of covetousness
—which is idolatry—and so attached to the
god of mammoan that they appear disposed
to lick up and preserve the very dust be-
neath the altar of the “Almighty Dollar;”
manifesting, we mean, extreme reluctance
to throw a few pence, in addition to some
small amount promised, into the treasury
of the Lord, and rather than with liberal
hand and heart do so, perfer to quarrel and
create Givision in congregations! We must
press upon the notice of christians, that
liberality is a seripture test of sincere attach-
ment to God. 2 Cor. viii, 8, and many

other passages prove this point. “If yve
love me ye will keep my commamlmunt;,"
said Christ ; and one of his commandments
Paul assures us, is that they who prcncl;
the gospel live of the gospel.  There must
be something radically wrong in that man'’s
christian heart, who views it as some pro-
fessors seem to do, to be almost a religions
duty to withhold a full competency frem
the minister of the gospel ; or who would
attempt to close our mouth, no matter how
just be our ground of complaint, by hurling
against us the cry of mercenaries! merce-
naries!! Good men cannot be indifferent
to the comfort of those dependent on them.

Then, illil < rality blights the fair name of
christianity .tself. It may be wrong, but
the fact is, that men will not separate the
character of the creed from the conduct of
the professor, and will judge of the tendency

. of the former by the lifc of the latter—

Rom. ii. 24. True christianity is generous,
philanthropie, liberal. It spurns what is
mean, and is not stinted in its measure, but
fills and presses down, and runs over; it
looks not on itself but on the things of
others, and blesses and cheers, by its kind
words and labours of love. Illiberality em-
ploying the name of that benignant ageat,
is its caricature, its traitor, and foe, and
sorcly and deeply obscures its heavenly lus-
tre and character !

Tlliberality in the support of the gospel
is a corruption of morals. It isa sore evil
totrifle with engagements and violate pro-
mises. Society feels this, and has its writ-
ten documents, its seals, its witnesses, and
its tribunals, to enforce covenants truly en-
tered into; knowing if promises can be
broken without forfeiting reputation and
incurring penalty, the very foundations of
society are shaken. But what can be a
more solemn contract than that entered into
between a christian people and a minister,
who is called by them, and to whose “ suit-
able maintenance as God may prosper
them,” they say they will “contribute ¥’
If promises made vn the altars of xeligion
and in the light of the sanctuary can be vio-
lated, may we not ask where has faithfal
ness her habitation among the sons of man?
If principle does not bind in this connection
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free from worldly plans and penaltics, how
pernicious is the lesson which the church
reads ; how murky, on this point, is the
lizht which hangs around the walls of Zion!
Is the poct who tells us that if the State is
infected the plague begins in the church, a
sound philosopher 2

Again, it scandalizes our principles as
unendowed churches ; says that the people
are not worthy of the confidence reposed in
them ; and goes to hold up all theories
which rest on the idea that ‘“ many ncver
could be trusted and cannot in the present
aze,"—theories which pre-suppose the peo-
ple incapable of a correct appreciation of
their privileges, or unwilling to grant ve-
muneration up to the measure of ability and
benefit received, unless under pressure of
extanal force!  That our theory is, there-
fore, nnwise, not being adjusted to the exi-
gencies which surround it.  The only pro-
| peranswer, be it remembered, to all this,
which we believe to be slander, iis correct
action in the premises on the part of the
many. But we conclude this part of our
discourse by vemarking that inadequate
support is tNGODLIKE. In the infancy of
the church, when Jehovah took ministerial
sapport directly into His hands, He provi-
ded liberally for the teachers of His people.
As Matthew Henry remarks, ¢ they were
altozrether disentangled from the affairs of
j this life, they have no ground to occupy, no
lsnd to till, no vineyard to dress, no cattle

wtend, no visible states to take care of, and
b 1t had a more plentifil income than any other
fmilies whatsoerer.””  (Numb. viii.) Now
R tatit has reached its manhood and His
people appointed almoner of His bounty to
§ His ministers, it is surcly not becoming
R tir office, should they remain uninfluenc-
§ o by His example. And, then, being un-
| godly, little wonder that it should produce
B iealousics, heart-burnings, discontent and
§ tife between pastor and people, as in
E nany instances, undoubtedly is the case!

. CAUSES OF INADEQUATE SUPFPORT.

Neither inability nor want of will, on the
f prt of the people, can sufficiently account
B (0 the existence of the evil which consti-
B ites the subject of our complaint. Gene-

rally it is true, if' you have a good cause,
and present it as it ought to be, you will
find the heart of the people sound and their
liberality praiseworthy. But there has been
silence on the part of the pulpit on this sub-
ject; whether from fear of the few, or from
an idea that tor ministers to speak of sup-
port is unseriptaral ; and if they did, their
moral and religious standing might be in.
jured, will not just now be determined.—
Silence there has been. This is what we
would view as the first causc of rhis evil.-—
Doubtless under certain «ircumstances it
would be right for us to remain wholly
silent about maintenance. The missionary
to savages must not speak on that suhject
to them, but it the church will not support
him ought he not to complain loudly? Go-
verned by selfishness ; ignorant of duty and
of the first principles of justice, being brutish
in their mind and affections, we do not
wonder that the heathen have no apprecia-
tion of the labors of him who sows spivitual
things, that they know not how right it is
that such an one should reap their carnal
things. All this is expected, and means
carefully and liberally taken to provide
against the evil of no, or inadequate sup-
port from them. As alrecady seen, Paul,
when attacked by teachers who ever labored
to mfsrcpresent his motives in preaching
the gospel, who attemptied to fasten upon
him the charge of mercenary designs, and
when the people to whom he preached, like
the Corinthians, were too ready to suspect
that he was not so clear in this matter as he
proclaimed himsclf to be, rejected with
scorn the gold and silver of all such ingrates
and worldlings who imagined that he loved
the ministry for the sake of their gold, or
the world more than his ministry. Then
shut out from doing them good—for this
would be the effect of their view of him—
injured in his own character and the inno-
cent cause of injuring the character of the
Gospel and that of his Great Master, he, by
preaching the mystery of the kingdom of
God free, would enable all men to see in
the light of this action what were his reign-
ing motives, and rebuke any dark suspi-
cions which might arise on this head. But

Iet it be noted, carefully, that Paul did not
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fail to explain to the Corinthiaus, ignorant
and selfish though they were, what was
their duty in this matter, what he had a
right to receive as their hands,  And not
only in the chapter from which the text is
taken, does he give his views on the subject,
but elsewhere ; and with terrible emphasis
in his sccond cpistle to the Corinthians,
does he proclaim their develiction of duty,
when he says, “Trobbed other churches,
taking wages (orstipend) of thein to do you
service,”’” 2 Cor. xi. & He views itas a
species of robbery to take from other
churches that support which they were
bound in justice to afford him. Where the
sin of this violence lay we need not specify.
Very gladly did Paul receive support from
the churches of Macedonia, 2 Cor. xi. 9;
and there is nothing more beautiful and
touching in all we have read as acknow
ledgements of benefits or presents thea what
w. find in Phil. iv. 18, 19, where he says,
I have all and abound ; I am full, having
received the things which were sent from
you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice
acceptable, well pleasing to God.” Rising
above the cramping and awkward influence
of false delicacy he speaks freely and natd-
rally of his * necessities,” v. 16, and records
bis gratitude to God and man for their suit-
able relief. Nor should we forget that of
the seven petitions in the Lord’s prayer,
and which, asa model for all ages, He
taught His disciples, one is for a suflicieney
of things necessary for this life as well as
for heavenly food, (Matt. vi. 11., compare
Prov. xxx. 8.) But prayer dissociated
from the use of appointed means is pre-
sumption and mockery. And should a mi-
nister of the Gospel so far miscalculate his
true position in the scale of existence and
assurae such a superhuman air, in the pre-
sence of his people, as would indicate to
them his wish to be viewed as living inde-
pendently of the comwmon things of this
world, spiritual pride and cant like this may
justly receive its due recompense of reward
by having measured out thercto that degree
of want in uecessary things, which is well
calculated to teach him that he is but a
“man,” of like need and passion with other
men, and to induce him “ to esteem nothing
unbecoming in him which truly belongs to
man.”’*

Another causo is to be found in the sin-
gular notion that £150 P. E. I. currency,
spent here, ave equal to .£150 Nova Scotia
currency, spent in that Province. What-
ever truth may have been in this view times
gone b,y, I do not know, it is all delusion
now. lime was when tiie markets of . IS,
Island were regulated by home demand;
those days are gone,—for ever. In that
state of things the husbandman had weak

* ITomo sum, nil humnani @ me alienum pu to.

——

stimulus to active and prolonged labor; the
toils of industry remained unrewarded. Iy
a time of steamboats and railways, electric
wires and news companies, of larze fleets
of merchantmen, low tariffs and free trade,
the direet tendencey is to equalize prices in
all markets, to reduce money to a uniform
standard, and explode fictitious currencivs,
such as ours.  Then, with the change hers
implied, there is an increase in the expen
diture, personal, and of the household of
ministers.  So that not only are £150 P,
L. L currency, worth less than in former
years, but more must now be done with the
former amount of stipend. Tvery venr the
expense of living is increasing on this
Island.  Your trade; your healthy summer
atmosphere and beautiful scenery, by at-
tracting an iniiux of strangers, vour own
growing profits and increase in goods, all
render it impossible for ministers to live gs
cheaply as in times past.  To retain, there.
fore, stated salaries at old figures in these
new circumstances, is to npose unjust
pressure on ministers, while other classes
enjoy freedom to adjust themselves to these
altered phuses of social and commereial
life. Go hack to the sta*e of things which
prevailed some thirty or forty years ago,
when few costly carriages waited for the
fashionable and well attired lady and gen.
tleman at our church door, when drawing
rooms were not so richly furnished as now,
when produee was & drug, our wharves al-
most desolate, and our demands met Ly
home supply, and ministers will not uttera
word of dissatisfaction with old salaries in
old circumstances. Changes take place.
Many do not sce their operation on minis-
ters with stated salarics. Some have not
turned their attention to that aspect of the
subject. DPerhaps others are opposed to
stirring un the people on any question
which might remove some of tieir worldly
profits frum objects purely secular.  While
another class may exist, who think that the
spirit of our age is outspoken cnongh to let
our wants be known, and that, therefore, so
long as ministers say nothing about want,
they must he supposed to feel quite com-
fortable. If, then, we are compelled to
speak out, the least we can say is that we
fecl it to be wrong that ministers should
be left behind in the progress of society;
demur at being viewed oljeets of curiosity
of such antique character, as that it may be
reasonably sppposed that we are satisfied
with the mater.al status of the past, or that
we know no more than to believe that one
hundred and fifty pounds P. 1. Island cur-
rency, is as good as that figure of hetter
currency. .
But, sgair;, the mechanical and utilitariza
character of our age is another cause of this
evil. Peopic must see, and feel, and mes

sure what they velue; if an object of par
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_uit cannot be subjected to the test of the
patward senses, there exists a tendency to
Jepreciate that object, no matter how valu-
able in itself.  The tendency is tn matter-
orfact and money-making ; what is imme-
diately or indireetly convertible into wealth
is a commodity highly prized, what is not
i despised—the value of an article is how
much current money will it bring. It has
been well said, *‘In the clavk and din of
oar never tiring machicery the voice of wis-
dom is often drowned, and the most mo-
mentous and stirring truths are little es-
wemed, beeause they cannot be rated in the
rices curtent or sold on the Exchange.
t\'c are impaiient to sce the material results
of every truth, and to have its profits told
up on our fingers, or pressed into our palms.
So, on the other hand, if any prineiple or
practice, plan or expedient, be it true or be
it false, will efiect our purpose, produce a
ncedful impression, and secure an end that
ve deem desivable, we are prone to think it
allowahle because it iseffective. Weidolize
cfect. And a philosophy of expediency
thus springs up, which sacrifices every thing
o immediate effect, and to mere material
results—a philosenhy, which in practice, if
notin theory, is driving rapidly against
ome of the very bulwarks of our moral
principles that our fathers believed justly to
be riounded on the law, and built into the
irone of God.”  Political economy strives
bard to swallow up theology, and the law
of self boldly presents itself as the corner
stone on which (o raise the temple of true
sisdom { In proportion as this spirit rules
inapy community, in the same raiio must
the doctrines of the cross, the price of
ahich cannot he given by weights and mea-
ares, pressed inio the palms or told upon
the fingers,—they cannot be gotten for gold,
wither shall silver be weighed for the price
thereof—appear as useless, and those whose
daty it is to proclaim their work, and press
them on the attention of men, be viewed as
iaving doubtful claims on society for sup-
prt; receiving but little of this they have
2 right to complain! This spirit, too, may
insome measure, account for the demand,
wurgent in our day, for extensive minis-
trial visitation. In these duniles there is
amething more after the “fashion of the
sorld,”—something more similar to the
)y in which it *“ spends its money,”—than
many may imagine. Besides being therein
umething tangible and visible, bodily labor,
wereise of musele, the employment of
sditer are es<ential elements, and for which
the world deems it proper to reward with
trtain fixed rates ; whilst intellectual efforts
jss unappreeiated and unworthy of recom-
pose. Indeed, they who are much engaged
mental toils are by many deemed to en-
Sy times next to idlers, or at least in com-
wrative ease. In vain do physicians assure

us that ““ two hours hard study are more in-
jurious to tho vital encrgies of our constitn-
tion, than a whole day’s bodily labor;” in
vain are examples presented to prove the
correctness of this view; so materialitic
have many become that they think there is
no labo: but that of the body—that there is
no care but that of getting money, no sor-
row but in disappointed effort for it, no joy
butin its possession, and no work worth
enduring or naming, but such as looks to
this as its end !

Unscriptural views about money may be
considered another cause. Many christians
view the employment of money to procure
the vanities, pleasures, and profits of this
world as its only proper and legitimate use.
Money, thcy consider in all respects. to be
of the earth, carthy. According to this class,
it is neither of God nor for his service, that
true religion and the true use of moncy are
wholly antagonistic, so that the effort to
unite them is profane aud sacreligious.—
Doubtless, this wild thcory underlies the
wide distinction made by some between
things temporal and things spiritual in the
church, and assigns to one class of men who
need not be as pious as elders, if at all
church members, the carc of temporalities ;
whilst the elder, lest he dim the sacred lus-
tre of his office with the gold and silver of
the sanctuary, is to superintend, to the great
disadvantage of Zion’s property, only what
is spiritual. Arc these views scriptural?
The prices of the the things that were sold
not only went for pious ends, but were laid
at the apostles’ feet. The earth is the Lord’s
and the fulness thereof. Did he not make
the gold, and so settled its quantity and
quality, even when he laiG the foundations
of the earth, that it becomes a ready and
convenient representation of earth’s treasury,
of its necessaries and comforts? A conve-
nience whose author is God and not man.
The wisdom and goodness of God are as
much stamped on gold as on any other of
His handy-works ; and, th-refore, it places
us under as sacred obligations to serve Him
by its use as that of any other of His inferior
creaturcs. He claims the gold and silver as
His, no less than the corn and wine, and
oil, and the wool and the flax. Fosea ii.
He denounces the sacrilege, which robs Him
of His rights in this particular, as well as in
others. Hosea ii. 11. He will free his
creatures from the bondage of Satan and
the world, because of sin. The gold and
the silver by which men serve themselves
and their idols must, as of old, go to build
the tabernacle of the Lord. There it finds
its appropriate place and use. Zech. xiv. 14,
Meantime, it is enough to observe that they
who assign gold to the temple of mammon,
as its only proper place, are at least congist-
ent when they deny the Lord’s servant a
clear right to it !
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Lack of true pi*y is another cause. I
will here take the liberty to give the obser-
vations of Dr. Jacobus on Acts iv. 32—
“ The religion of Jesus Christ s the most
perfect system of mutual aid which the
world has ever seen; (2) The church is the
institution above all others, appointed by
God to universal beneficence; {3) Christians
are just as much required to be charitable
and liberal in their contributions, as they
are bound to be honest and true; (4) An
avaricious, grasping christian, is as much &
contradiction in terms as a lying orstealing
christian ; {5) The church ought to enquire
into the beneficence of its members as strict-
ly as into their fidelity and duty in other
respects; (6) True piety, after the example
of Christ, and his true members, will prompt
to open-hearted liberality the world over.
True christian love will do more than new
societics and new regulations.  Though
system is needed.”

The last cause which will be specified, is
found in the misapprehension under which
many labor in reference to Paul’s determi-
nation not to received stipend from the Go-
rinthians. Why he thus acted has been
already explained. When his character
would be traduced, the nature of his mission
misunderstood,and the mospel itself dishonor-
ed if he should enforce his rights, he will then
shew what lies nearest his heart and impels
to action ; he will take away “all occasion”
from unrcasonable and wicked men by ceas-
ing to press his claims; robbing other
churches better instructed in their duty
than the Corinthians so that to the latter he
might preach the gospel * without charge.”
The same course, as already observed, for
the same reasons, must be pursued when
the missionary goes far hence among the
Gentiles. But, certainly, an order of things
arising out of such perverse and heathenish
difficultics will not be pleaded as a prece-
dent to guide the action of enlightened
christians, who know the value of the gos-
pel and can appreciate the demands of jus-
tice. To set this subject in its proper
light, it only remains to remind you of the
cogent arguments by which this apostle
prescuts and enforces the rights of ministers
for adequate support. In 1 Cor. ix. he
maintains that the universally admitted
Eriuciplc, that che laborer is worthy of his

ire, is as applicable to ministers as to any
other class. That even irrational creatures
are not deprived of the beneticent operation
of this law: The ox that treadeth out the
corn must not be muzzled. (2) He shews
that the principle of exchange or “commu-
tative jnstice” demands that the ministry
be properly supported. If vou reward the
person, who sapplies vou with implements
of industry, for his labor and skill by a fair
remuneration ; how muchk more should they,
who sow spiritnal things, reap you carnal

things? V.11, All other teachers (3) itis
frecly admitted, receive adequate support;
much more the tencher of the gospel, Pl
holds, has this right, v.12. Up to this
point the natare of his argumens is of this
kind, viz., that no matter what may be the
minister’s income independently of his off.
cial relation, the minister ought to receive
from those to whom he lnbors an adequate
remuneration for his labor. (1) Me then
opens the OId Testament, and finds in its
institutions instruction for christians in re.
ference to this duty. TIn the ample provi-
sion made by God for the Levitical priest-
hood, Paul sces still the mind of the divine
legislator in reference to ministeral sup.
port; and with a tone of rchuke, and sur.
prise, and feeling, too, throws out his inter-
rogation, * /o ye not know that they which
minister about holy things live of the things
of the temple ¢ v. 13, And not contented
with a well supported inference, Le assures
us, that what stood as a law for the benefit
of the sons of Levi has not been repealed
from the statute book of thie christian
church; for he assures us that “even so
hath the Lord (Jesus) ordained that they
which preach the gospel should live of the
cospel,” v. 14, All this is in harmeony with
his general principles.  1le extols liberaiity
and denounces parsimony. Reversing the
policy of ihe world which says keep, grasp,
hoard that you may increase in goods, he
directs us to scatter that we may have, 2
Cor. ix. 8. Ile informs the DPhilippians
that the fruits of liberality abound 10 their
own gccount, Ch.iv I7.  He dircets Time-
thy to instruct rich men to ‘‘be ready to
distribute, willing to communicate.” He
exhorts the Lphesians to “labor with ther
hands that they may have to give to 4im
that needeth,” iv. 28.  And does not for-
get to tell the Galatians, with whom be
discussed some of the deepest doctrines of
arace and duty, that they ought to suppon
those who had preached to them the gospel
of God, vi. 6.  The truth is, Paul has ssid
more about ministerial support in particular,
and liberality in general, than many minis-
ters have the courage to exhibit, or congre
gations dispassionately either to read or
hear. Those who think it proper to b
kinder to the ox that treadeth out the com
than to their minister, find, sure 1 am, ne
support from Paul. Taulis no patron of
injustice or illiberality.

1 do not intend to dwell on the fourth
head. It isonly necessary to observe thsi
right ideas arc essential to vighy action.
The church, and the world too, ouzht to
know how much they owe the minisiry.
Obligation arises from benefits reccived. If
there is ignorance about this subject, and
ignorance there is, it should be, in the
judicious use of all proper means, dis

velled.  Among the means of informs
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tion foremost stands the Sacred Desk. The
riest’ > lips should teach Lnowledge. Speak-
e here generally, it will he enough to say
that trne, ealightened piety, will cheerfuly
and satistactorily supportdivine h:stitutions.
Atrne christian is liberal.  “ A grasping,
gvaricious christian is as much a contradic-
tion of terms as a lying or stealing chris-
4an.”  ‘Fhe fact that the picty of Israel —
devotion to God and His cause and justitu-
tions—rcally constituted the foundation of
a liheral support tor the Levitical priest-
hood, was a wise arrangement, and fraught
with feseons of instruction to all who would
deal with the subject now in hand. God,
who, as the King of Isracl, “laid claim to
the tithes as His own right, resigns them to
the Levites ”—(Calvin). Compare Lev.
xxvii. 30, with Num. xviii. 20, 21. When
there was no meat in God’s house, there
was lirtle piety in His people’s hearts—Mal.
iil. 8-10; and the Levites were forced “to
fee every one to his field,” because the
“whole nation robbed God in tithes and offer-
igs” In particular, let Llders in our
church imitate the zeal of Nehemiah, who,
In his day, remedied the evil of which we
now complain. and “contend” for the
rights of God's house and his servants.
And Jet ministers of the gospel exhibit the
Divine will on this subject as wel as on
others.  The law of truth must be in the
faithful ambassador’s mouth, and he must
be as free from iniquity in his lips as from
impiety in action. A corrupt and venal
priesthoodt in the days of Malachi were
afraid 10 rebuke the people for withholding
iithes, and presenting what was improper,
and the doom which fell on the original de-
faulters, also crushed them in common ruin.
—Mal. iii. 9. Beeause there was none
zmong them, like Phincas, so fired with
weal for Jehoval’s honor as to close the
twple loors against the inbringing of the
blind, and the lame, and sick, and torn, for
sacrifices ; but in vain, or to no purpo:c, as
to Jehovah’s acceptance, laid them upon
the altar: thereby virtually saying that
k these “corrupt things ” were” zood enough
j for offering ;' and thus polluted the table of
g e lord, and rendered it contemptible in
the eyes of the people, Jehovah in his retri-
f fmtive character, shaped hie punishment

after the example ¢f their sin, and rendered
R them contemptible and hase before all the
8 people!—Mal. 6. S, Thus, in addition to
scommon state of woe, there is a peculiar
element of degradation in the case of the
priesthood.  Brethren, we must be faithful,
because of the fear wherewith we must fear
f Jehovah of Ilosts, and be afraid before His

nme.  Paul was faithful, as on other sub-
8 Jatsso on this, even though encompassed
with great difficulties : Brethren, none of
these press upon yom. You labor among
those who enjoy not only the blessings of

civilization, but these to a high degreo.
They know the inestimable benefits of the
wospel, social, civil, as weil as religious;
they are just, and willingly confess that the
laborer is worthy of his hire; they are wise,
and will therefore receive instruction in the
path of duty. See to it, that love of world-
ly praise, or discretion over-discreet, has
not deterred you from exposing a very sore
evil, which caists on the fair face of our
Zion, marring its beauty and retarding its
usefulness. You are bound to declare the
whole counsel of God—this is part of whas
e has revealed. Arc you ashamed or afraid
to carry out your Master’s orders ! If young
men are driven from the ministry ; if the
character of christianity, of churches, of
Christ, is injured, because the Levite is for-
saken,—in whose behalf God hath given
charge, saying to his people, Take heed
to thvself rhat thou forsake not the Levite
as long as thou livest upon the earth, for
he hath no inheritance ;—if liberal men—
professors, are kept from joining a people
whom, to some extent, they despise as per-
sons illiberal ; if injustice is done to man
and evil to society, because the ministry is
not gupported as it should be; what right
have vou, from the narrow and selfish con-
sideration introduced by the pitiable fact
that vou might be frowned upon by some of
your own people, who Demas like, love this
present world above duty to God or man,
to religion or society, to withhold the judg-
ments and statutes of God on ministeria:
snpport from the notice af His subjects?
You have no choice in the matter; the Lord
God ha:h spoken, who can but prophecy ¥
Brethren, do your duty. It is to be viewed
as a sad reflection on any people who will
not hear a wisc and prudent, faithful exhi-
bition of God’s mind on this very import-
ant part of christian duty. I would not
darc to say that any of our congregations
are so dead or indifferent to whatsvever
things are true, whatsoever things arc ho-
nest, whatsoever things arce just, whatso-
ever things arc pure, whatsoever things
are lovely ; whatsoever things are of good
report, as not to take such action Kindly,
and think on this subject, «nd act too.

One more practical remark and 1 have
done. An evil of the same kind as that of
i which we now complain existed in the

church in the time of,.\'chcmiah. Tlow did
that reformer,—that man of God deal with
it? Ile first exposes the sin of this neglect,
meets the objections which might very na-
I turally be made by the people :—such as
. their poverty, that they had not risen ahove

the evils consequent upon along and grind-
ing captivity ; that much has been givengto
; rebuild the temple; that they had just erect-
i ed the wall about Jerusalem in wroublous
! times: that their land too was desolate and
! uncultivated; thas they were, from these
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a‘gd othér circnstariees, 160 poot o givd
ddéquate support 10 the Levites, any ‘were
nectssarily pecupléd wwith ‘domestly difilel:
fes; s breanbbye frr s
wonid improve ;- and- then' they wodid niot
forget the Levife—all ‘v hich 'is ¢videntl
ithplied i’ his' eohtenfing it * the Puldrs:
Birving disposed Of allhede'ohjer tiofis bitsed
ort unbelict,-- witit of falth'fu- God's poser
and gbodness;, and shewh like Hageoni that
their éxruscs it

C lcut uhrovered thek &n, for
they herehy fevealed 'Gt:ir

“tHey postponed
God’s worship to tTekt'owh’ dorirestic con-
cerns, cdde and pleasurs, niaking much of
the lucter a fitrle' of the foriiet;. without loss
of time Ke refilfs the’ vacated House of God
with X.evites and sifigers and appointed
tréasurers, who were faithfisl ' men, over the
treasurics.  TMaithful men, faithful to God,—
believers, faithful to mteft, faithful o their
trust, skilled ih finance and zealous in their
office.  Suceéssful §1 other reforms, he is
shicessfal in this also. Tet us go and do
l#&mvi%u'. Let' fuflifil men, men of God,
then fifled with Kehemiah’s spirit, be sought
&t and set 'ovér the treasurics of the Lord 5
fncn'dch'\{in}pt‘csscd with the idea thiat
piety .hus fq'dY with church finance; men
who can et the objections raised against
iberality; inen who set duty to God fore-
tHost, and have not too great sympathy with
worldly case and pleasure; who take at
188t a& much interest in church matters as
in domestic affairs, and can expose the rich
man’s hypocrisy who considers the poor
widqw’s mite the measure of his gift, for-
getfil that in her case she cest in all she
had, cven all her living; men who can do
“ao0d deeds for the house of God and the
offices thereof;”” then may we expeet to sce
those who have fled from our Zion *“ gather-
ed together and sct in their place;” the
shut temple door re-opened ; the silent Sab-
bath made glad by the sound of the high
praises of our God; the number of our
churches increased, ministers happier, and
people more prosperous hoth in soul-pros-
perity and in worldly matters. For the
duty we have been enforcing is not over-
looked in that encouraging passage which
says, “ Bring yeall the tithes into the store-
house, that there may he meat in my house,
and prove me now herewith, saith the Lord
of ho-ts, if T will not open the windows of
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, ihat
there shall not be room enough to receive
it.”  Mal. iii. 10.

Owe Foreign  Rission,

Meeting of the Board of Foreign
Missions.

The Board met at New Glasgow on the
27thult.  Present, Rev. J. Stewart, Chair.
man, Rev. Dr. Bayne. Rev. Messrs. Ror,
Walker, Patterson, McGrejzor and Mr. R,
McGregor.

Interesting letters were received and read
from all the Missionaries except Mr. Me.
Cullagh, from Rev. Dr. Steel of Sydue,
from Rev. 1. Kay, Sceretary of Reformed
Presbyterian Church, and from Rev J.
Laughton, Sceretary of the Heathen Mission
Committee of the Pre-byterian Church of
New South Wales,

Dr. Geddie’s tirst letter rave a detailed
account of his arrival and reception at
Aunciteuny, of the accident to the Joka Wi
liams, and of the state of the people of Anci-
teum, as respeets health and other particu-
lars. It was accompanicd by the minues
of council of Missionaries held at Anciteum,
Sept. 17, at which all the Missionarics were
present except Mr. McCullagh, who was
absent at Australia on account of the deli-
cate state of Mrs. McCullagh’s health.

At the mecting the following distribution
of the newly arrived missionaries was agreed
to,—Mr. Copeland to Fotunaj Mr. Paten
to Niua or Aniwa; Mr. MeNair to Erro-
manga ; Messrs, Cosh and Neilson to Faté

The fact of Mr. McCullagh's retirement
from the mission was announced, but as the
Board had no letters from himself, they,
while regretung the loss of any Inbourer,
declined giving any expression of opinn

till letters should be received from himeelf.

The letter read from Rev. James Laugh-
ton contained a formal applicativn that
Rev. J. D. Gordon should be travsierred
to the Presbyterian Synod of New South
Wales, still to continue his labours on Er-
romanra, and to be supported by that body.
The Board agreed to refer the whole sub-
Jeet to Synod.  Mr. Gorlon aunounced in
his letter two pleasing facts,—1. The resto-
{ ration of his own health: 2. The setddement
of Mr. and Mrs. McNair on the island o
i Erromanga.  Suitable resolutions on these
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opics Were recorded and ordered to be trauns-
mitted.

Mr. Morrison’s letter contained a Protest
ginst the minute of the Board condemna-
wry of the conduct of the missionaries,
iefore explanations were heard from them,
nspecting their part in the Curacoa affuir.

The annual reports of Mr. Morrison and
o+ Mr. Gordon were also before the Board,—
=ferred to Mr. Patterson to select ‘he lead-
g facts for publication.

A letter was then read from Rev.
of , offering his services as a
pissionury to India or China, and assigning
r:asons for concluding that God in his pro-
ndepce called for labourers to enter and
acupy some of the great centres of popula-
uon in Asia.

A letter was also read from Rev.
of , offering his services as a
missionary to the Coolies of Trinidad.

+After carnest deliberation the Board
sereed to record the deep interest with which
ey have heard these communications from
mo of our ministers, both pointing to new
#elds of labour and of usefulness; and feel-
a7that the decision of soimportant a ques-
wn as the choice of one or more new mis-
wi fields, properly belongs to the Synod,
s iepresenting the whole Church, agree to
wfer both tenders to Synod, simpliciter.”

In the mean time the Secretary is corres-
wnding with the Sceretarics of the U. P,
swud Forcign Mission Boards, to gather the
naterials on which the Synod may be able
0 come 10 an intelligent conclusion.

It was agreed that the quarterly meetiag
« the Board, for prayer, be held in John
fuox's Church on Monday evening, at 7§
Jeloek.

It was also agreed that our congregations
¥ requested to co-operate with us in pray-
o for Missions, by joining, where practica-
de.in a monthly concert to be held on the
it Monday of each month, at such hour
s may he most cenvenient.—Condensced
Fom Minutes.

Quarterly Prayer Meeting of the
Board of Foreign Missions.

This interesting meeting was held in John
Kuox Church, New Glasgow, on the first

Monday of April, at 7§ o’clock, p.m. A
large body of christian people assembled,
and shewed deep interest in the proceedings.
Addresses were delivered by the Chairman
and Secretary, and the devotional exercises
conducted by Rev. Messrs. Stewart, Roy,
Walker and McGregor. The special aim
of the whole services was to induce a deeper
sense of our need of Divine influences, and
to excite to earnest and persevering prayer
for the Holy Spirit to revive His own work
at home and abroad.

Special thanksgivings were offered up for
the favourable news respecting the expan-
sion of the mission, the increase of church
members on Aneiteam and Faté, and the
improvement in health of the missionaries
generally.

Letter from Dr. Geddie.
Aneiteum, New Hebrides,
Nov. 26th, 1866.
Rev. axp DErar Sig,— You have no
doubt heard before this time of our safe ar-
rival at this island. We landed here on the
8th of September, after a pleas.at voyage
in the Jokn Williams, of two weeks, from
from Sydndy. It was cheering to Mrs.
Geddie and myself to ook once more on the
lofty mountain, the fertile valley, and the
ever-green verdure of this lovely isle. We
have seen nothing to compare with it during
our long absence.
RECEPTION AT ANEITEUM.

The ship which had been daily expected
was recognized in the distance, and as we
approached the land, clusters of natives
could be seen gathering on the shore. As
soon as we entered the harbor a boat came
off to reccive us, and we accompanied our
friends ashore. A large number of natives
were assembled to give us a cordial wel-
come to the spot where we had spent so
many eventful and happy years. They
would not allow us to leave the boat, but
gathcred around it, raised it on their shoul-
ders, and carried ns in this way to the gate
in front of our house. As soon as we were
released from our novel conveyance, men,
women and children came and shook hands
with us. They seemed glad to see us once
more, and this feeling was reciprocated on
our part. Many tears were shed by the
natives, and we found it difficult to suppress
our feelings 2lso. Our return to this people
presented a strange and happy contrast to
our first landing among them, when they
were naked, painted, and armed savages.
O, what a change has the gospel wrought
among them.
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ACCIDENT TO THI JOHN WILLIAMS,

A serious accident happened to the John
Williams when she was heating up to her
anchorage, on the day of our arrival here.
She struck on a sunken reef, which rises
abruptly out of the deep water. She was
sailing at the rate of about & miles an hour,
and struck with mnch force.  The accident
adid not excite much alarm at first, and it
was expected that she wonld float off with
the tide. It was goon ascertained, however,
that there was much water jn the hold, and
that every effort would be required to keep
the <hip from sinking, as she was aground
at the bow only.  She hung on the reef for
some days, and her stern rose and fell with
the tide. Tt was a melancholy sight to see
the heautiful John Williams in so perilous a
condition. The damage sustained by the
ship was found on examination to be very
scriug, though not extensive. A few feet
of the keel was carried completely away,
and ~ome of the lower planks injured. It
became necessary to discharge the cargo,
and keep the pamps going day and night.
‘I'he ship’s cargo consisted of supplies for
the missionaries of the London Society, and
it has heen safely stored on this island.
After the ship was once more afloat, our
next cdoncern was what to do with her. She
was not sea-worthy, and she could not be
repaired here.  We held a meeting for con-
sultation, at which Captains Williams and
Fraser and the missionaries were present. It
was our united opinion that the Jokn Wil
liams should proceed without delay to Syd-
ney for repairs, and as the risk was great,
and a probability that she might be aban-
doned at sea, we agreed to send the Day-
spring in company with her. Wesent also
twenty-two natives of this island to assist
at the pumps. By the goodness of God
the ship reached Sydney after a tedious
vovage of three weeks. The Dagspring,
which had accompanied her, remained in
Sydney two days, and rcturned to this
island after an alsence of five weeks, bring-
ing home the natives with her. “The
Aucitcteumese are entitled to much credit
fur their efforts to save the ship. They
worked at her unceasingly, as if she had
heen their personal property. They would
not have worked as they. did to save any
ather vessel.  The insurance is much in-
debted to them for saving one of the finest
ships on their lists, It scems aremarkable
providence that such an accident should
have hefallen the new missionary ship at
the very first island visited by her. A
similar disaster, but not so severe, befell the
old Jokn Williams at the very first island
visited by her in the South Seas, and yet
her after carcer was perhaps miore interest-
ing than that of any other ship that ever
floated on the sca.  May we not cherish a

hepe that a still more glorious future awajyg
this new messenger of merey amonge gl
distant isles. The Revs. Messrs, Savile,
Watson and Davis, and their wives, wh,
were passengers in the John Williams, re.
mained on this ixland during hier absenee iy
Sydncy. Tam glad to say that the ..
sionary ship has recently returned, con.
pletely repaired, and is now ready for seq
once more. The accident which befell her
has caused & delay of about ten weeks, and
will prol.ably cust the Insurance whog |
£1000 sterling,  She leaves our islaud with, -
many prayers for her safety and sueee., -
and I trust that she may long coutinue 1, :
bear the message of salvation to mauy wiy
are still sitting in dmkness and in the e
gion and shadow of death.
SICKNESS AMONG THE NATIVES,

The first intelligence that we reccivel
on our arrival, was of the most painful
kind. A most fatul discase had been ragine
for'some months, and many had fallen i
tims to it. It was new to the natives, anld
they had no remembrance of any similar
sickness. Many of the symptoms werellhe
these of diplitheria, which has been so far!
in other countries. In some cases persons
who were scized with it died within a fow
hours, and others lingered for days. The
number who died was prohahly not les
than three hundred. The sickness has now
disappeared, and the island has seldom heen
more healthy than at present.  These viui-
ations of providence appear very mysterions
to the natives as well as to ourselv We
may rest assured that God has wise ends
in view in his dealings with us.  When we
cannot comprehend, let us stand still and
adore. The generation which we found
when we landed in the island have nearly
passed away, and we now labor amung
their children.  The population of this
island has come down from 4,000 to 2,000
within the last twenty years.  The chie
causes of depopulation have been measls
and diphtheria of late years.  If these island:
ers could bhe preserved from foreign dis-
eases, which are always fatal to them, we
might then hope for the best. It is encour-
aging to know that on most of the islands
where the gospel has been fairly establishel
the population has begun to increase. Gol-
liness, we arc a:sured, has the promise of
this life, as well as of that which 1s to come.
One of the most hopeful symptoms at the
present time is the large number of childrea
on the island. They are far more numeraits
than at any former period during our resi-
dence here. A healthy generation is rising
up to take the place of their fathers before
them.

LOCATION OF MISSIONARIES,

A general meeting of the mission was

held on Aneitcum sooun after our return to
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the islands. The most important business
before us was the location of the newly ar-
rived missionaries.  Qur missionary force
was distributed as follows: Mr. Copeland
was appuinted to Futuna, Mr. Paton to
Niua, Mr. MceNair to Erromanga, and
Messrs. Cosh and Neilson to Fate. All
these appointments were made in accord-
ance with the wishes of the parties them-
selves who chose their own fields of labour.
Mr. McCullagh was unfortunately absent
from our meeting, having gone to Sydney
in the Daysming on account of Mrs,
McCullagh’s health.  They both expressed
a wish before leaving to be appointed to
Futuna or Niug,#* which are exempt from
fever and ague; but Messrs, Copeland and
Paton having been Jonger in the mission
had a prior choice. Mr. and Mrs. McCul-
lagh have recently returned, and are much
disappointed to find the islands, to which
their choice was limited, occupicd by others.
Their only alternative was te commence a
mission on some of the islands where fever
and ague prevail, or to leave the mission,
and they have chosen the latter course. 1
must candidly say that I believe Mrs. Me-
Cullagh is not in a state of health to under-
take the arduous duties of a new mission,
and a person of her active habits would
probably soon sink under them. The mis-
sion will no doubt approve of the step which
they are about to take, though a very seri-
ous one. I trust that you will lose no time
in sending others to take Mr. and Mrs,
McCuallagh’s places in the mission. The
harvest is truly great, hut the labourers few.

MISSIONARY WORK ON ANEITRUM.

T have little to report ahout the mission-
ary work on this island. The late sickness
led to the suspension of several of the
schools, and little work was done for some
months. 1 have recently visited the whole
of my district, and endeavoured to instruct,
encourage and comfort the natives under
their trials. The book of Psahns which I
hrought with mec is nw in general circula-
tion, and is a favourite book with the na-
tives. The communion has been dispensed
once since my rcturn, and twenty-seven

ersons took their scats at the Lord’s table
or the first time. There are at present
ahout twenty candidates for church mem-
bership, and the number increases. The
novelty of christianity has now passed away
on this istand, and I trust that many per-
sons scck religious privileges from a proper
sense of their value.

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES IN AUSTRALIA.

I am glad to say that the different branch-
¢s of the Presbyterian Charch in the Aus-

® Dr. Geddie adheres to the old spelling,
though we observe that the others call this
island Aniwa.—Ep. RECORD.

tralian Colonies continue to manifest a deep
interest in the New Iebrides mission.—
They have given evidence of this interest
in their liberal contributions towards the
purchase and support of the Dayspring, and
some of them now wizh to support mission-
aries themselves. T believe that application
will be made to you for the services of
Messrs. Gordon and Morrison. The Pres-
byterian Church of New South Wales wish
to adopt the former as their missionary.
and the Free Church of the same Colony
have made choice of the latter. 1f the Pres-
byterians in the Australian Colouies are
brought to take a part in the missionary
work on these islands, it must be in some
such way as this. They are at present de-
pendent on the mother country for minis-
ters, and they cannot procure a sufficient
number to meet the wants of the Colonies,
far less to send to the heathen. Ttis quite
probable that our Australian friends will in
afew years have Theological Institutions
of their own, butin the mean time they
must depend on the churches already
lahouring on this group of islands for their
missionaries. As the missionary work on
these islands is essentially oue, I do not see
that there should be any serious objection
to the transference of missionarics from one
branch of the church to another, provides.
the change is agreeable to themselves.—
The forming of a new connexion will never
extinguish the interest which missionaries
must always feel in the Church which sent
them out.
MASSACRE ON FATE.

We have just heard that the natives of
Fate have captured a small vessel aud mur-
dered the crew cousisting of four white
men. It islittle more than sixteen months
since the memorable visit of H. M. 8. Cura-
coa to these islands, and during that short
time no less than five Europeans have been
killed on the New Hebrides group, whereas
that number was not killed during the seven
or eight years preceding her arrival there.
‘The bencficial results expected from her
suminary dealings with the Tannese are not
likely to appear.  Ifever these islanders are
subdued, it must be by the gospel which
brings peace on earth and good will towards
men. After what we have already secn of
of its omnipotence in changing the hearts
of savage men we may hope well for the
future.

PROSPECT FOR TANNA.

I have had a visit from & most interest-
ing stranger. His name is Nauka, the
principal chief of Port Resolution, island of
Tanna. He came here most unexpectedly
in a vessel which was taking him from
Futuna to Tanna. It is with this men to
say whether or not the island of Tanna shall
receive the gospel, and thercfore I had a
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great desive to sec him. He was oue of the
chiefs whose district was devastated when
the Curacoa visited Tana. It was supposed
that he was one of Mr. Patoun’s enemics,
but the latter has found out recently that
he went after night, at some risk, during
the prevalence of civil war, and nailed up
his house to save its contents, in the mean-
time ho has been punished for destroying
the property which he made every cffort to
save. Since this unhappy affair he has
assumed a hostile atiitude. He could never
be induced to go on board of ihe Dayspring,
and has always treated missionaries with a
gloomy reserve. He came to see me on his
arrival here, for we were fiionds in former
years. He began to tell me about the man-
of-war’s doings in his land, but I declined
expressing an opinion about events which
took place in my absence. I reminded him
however that I had on a former occasion
stood between the Tannese and trouble with
& man-of-war, and would do so if necessary
in time to come. I asked him to accom-
pany me on board of the Dayspring, which
he did, and I introduced him to Capt.
Fraser, who gave him a present, and the
receipt of this makes them friends. The
question of receiving a missionary next
came up. He said that they had received a
missionary formerly, who told them that it
was wrong to fight, and advised them to
give up their wars; and then brought a
man-of-war to kill thewm and destroy their
property. He wanted to know the mission-
ary before he would give his consent. I
told him that Mr. Neilson, my son-in-law,
was not scttled yet, and perhaps he might
go to Tana. He shook hands with him
though he would not speak to him a few
weeks ago on Tanna, and said he was wel-
come 1o take up his abode on Tana, that
no person should injure him if he could pre-
vent it; and he might chose any spot of
land for a house and it would be given to
him. I trust that our interview will lead
to some important results in relation to
Tana. I have known Nauke for many
years, and though he is a dark-hearted hea-
then and s notable warrior I have always
found him straightforward, and have much
confidence in him. His consent opens Tana
once more for the gospel, never again to be
closed I hope, until the name of Jesus shall
be known throughout the length and
breadth of that dark island. T look on the
visit of Nawka to this island as most provi-
dential. The Dayspring had just arrived
from Fate, bringin%su'ch tidings as led us
to view the part of Fate where Mr. Neilson
imtended to settle as closed. Our thoughts
turned to Tanna, but the barrier there was
tho want of Nauka’s consent, and it seemed
very doubtful if that would be given. Iet
us thank God that the way is now so clear.
T trust that the missionary brethren will

" consent to the If’feed‘y occupation of this
T.

island, and that Neilson, if he goes to it,
may soon be joined by others.

CONCLUSION.

I beg in conclusion to call your attention
to the claims of this large group of islands.
We want a few more missionaries at pre-
sent to fill up openings, and we want others
to help to open for themselves. We neced
men of intellect, energy and enterprise;
men of faith and prayer, whose hearts have
been warmed with love to Chrisy, and who
are willing to ‘“spend and be spent for
Him ;”’ men who have counted the cost, and
are prepared to stand in the might of God,
and do battle for His truth against the pow-
ers of darkness. Are there no young men
willing ‘o forsake the endearments of home
and to come far hence, and preach among
these Gentiles the unscarchable riches of
Christ? If the missionary work has its
troubles it has its joys also, and its repul-
siveness ay well as its fascinations appears
greatest in the distance.

Ever yours, &c.,
JouN GEDDIE.

Rev. J. Bayne, D.D., Sec. B. F. M.

Letters from the New Hebrides.

We have received the annual reports of
Messrs. Morrison and Gordon. Mr., Mor-
rison’s contains an interesting account of
bis work. He is laboring without molesta-
tion, and his work seems to be making
steady progress. We shall publish extracts
in our next.

Mr. Gordon’s report is of considerable
length, and contains several matters of deep
interest. The war previously referred to had
continued to rage for more than a year pre-
vious, and as many as thirty had been
killed, a number of them chiefs. Mr. Gor-
don gives an interesting account of his visit
to the other side of the island. where he
found cncouraging prospects for the scttle-
ment of a missionary. Our readers are
aware that Mr. McNair has since been set-
tled there.

But perhaps the most inferesting portion
of his report is an account which he gives
of the death of Kowiowi. It will be remem-
hered that he is the man who killed John
Williams. Since that time, he at one time
professed a desire for missionaries, and at
times professed a friendship for them, but
they never trusted him, and always believed
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him deccitful.  We give below Mr. Gor-
don’s account of the death and funeral, aud
will give further extracts in our next.

KOWIOW1’'S DEATH.

“The death of Kow.owi is the third memo-
rable event, that has occurred on this island
during the past year. One morning last
month, while engaged in teaching, a com-
motion wus made in the sghool-room. On
looking out men were seen passing in single
file, about 100 in all, with their faces paint-
ed black and red, in cvery variety of style.
This was the thicd time we had seen the
like. On the first occasion, 30 or 40 men
sallied down upon us one Sahbath morning
just as we were ahout going into church.
They had come for stones with which to
sharpen their weapons. Each shoulderiug
astone made off with it, as fiendish-looking
as if they had brokon loose from pandemo.
nium. This day, having forded the river,
they went round to Kowiowi’s cave, where
he joined them. Two days previous, they
had fought and lost a chief; and, contrary
to the general practice, were returning to the
onsei, and Kowiowi fell. As Woristaki’s*
men knew not their intended point of attack,
they divided themselves into companies on
the wountain platean, and lay in ambush
at distant intervals, while 2 man was sta-
tioned on ihe mountsin top which com-
manded a view of the heights near Dillon’s
Bay. The scout on seeing the direction
which they (ook, gave the signal, and the
company nearest the place ran (o intercept
them. In the engagement that ensued, an
arrow pierced Kowiowi in the centre of his
breast on the right side. This fired his
ardor, and he became more resolute in the
fight. The arrow rebounded, and a puff
of airescaped, it is said, from ihe wouod.
Ere long his mouth filled with blood, and
he fell on ihe ground. He desired to be
carried away. But while this was being
done the cnemy advanced, and dropping
him they fled. But his two sons clung
around their parent, on seeing which he
told them to escape for their lives, that as
for him bhe was then an old man. The
enemwy came up, and having satisiied them-
selves that he was dead, called 1o the others
to come and carry his body off, which they
did widout bindrance. Had his bones been
worth picking, or he one of less note, not
even this seeming act of magnanimity
would have been shown.  Thisevent occor-
red at noon on Friday, and at noon on Sa-
turday he was borne to the narrow house.
The meanwhile he lay in state, with num-
puri shells tied to his limbs, and images of
the Moon Iying on his breast. Duc honors
were paid him, and he was baried with na-
tive pomp. Though he had survived his

* A leading chief of the opposite party.

tribe and gencration, he was 8 man of in-
fluence, and bore the prestige of former
years.

“ His son seut to ask permission to bring
him on (he mission grounds. In the mean
time Isentword to say that I would go and
sce him if be were not altogether dead ; but
that if he were I would awend his funeral if
they desired me to do=0. About one o’clock
the corpse was carried to the place, and
according to the heathen custom ihe grave
was then dug with foreign implemenis.—
Again the inquiry was made where they
might bary him—above or below the crave
of the late missionniies,—and I senu rhiem
word to choose any spot they liked. When
the grave was dug word came to tiat cliect
uod I went over.  But I found no oue very
willing to paddle me across the river.—
A man, however, came, having firs. joue
for his bow aud arrows, and put ou his hest
coat. While launching the ravoe he gave
the bow aud ariows to a lictle boy to hold,
and then, in his haste, got in wichout them.
The poor fellow fel. lost on discovering his
mistake; but as our movements were ob-
served from the opposite side he did not like
toturn back. Tasked him ifhe was afraid;
and he said theve weve many of our foes
present theve. I then said to him to go
back with the canoe and I would go alone;
but to this proposal he did not like to ac-
cede. On arriving at the spot we found all
sitiing around in waiting, as it was assigned
o me {o preside at the ohsequies. T'he old
chief was there who would aot promise
Commodore Wiseman to protect me, and
he arose, advanced, and shook hands. We
then proceeded to the interment.

“The corpse was lying near wrapped up
in a coarse mat, made for ile purnose, of g
cocoa-nut leaf, but with a profusion of Eng-
lish clothing next the body, of which a rug,
that looked like a recent imporia.ion, was
visible. Women’s native dresses of the
best quality were put in the botiom of the
grave, and over these a rich colored piece
of native cloih was spread. Upon this the
body was then Iaid and covered with another
sueet of paiive cloth. Over this more dresses
were placed, anoiher cloih spread, and the
grave filled with green branches. When
all was finished I rose io address ihose as-
sembly, and with some trepidation, as,
under the circumstances I scarcely knew
what to say :—I said I was not glad on ac.
count of what had happoned, nor on hear-
ing of the death of auy person, as tie object
of wissionaries was not to destroy but to.
save life, {0 do good and not evil; that if
the advice endered them at different
times had been taien, persons whom I
t'en named and Kowiowi himself would
still have been in 1he land of the living;
that I had power to give advice and
mate exhortations but not to change men’s
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hearts; that it was hard to forgive an ene-
my and bless a foe, but that such could be
done ; that formerly there were many peo-
ple on the island, but now few ; and if they
did not not mend their ways there would
soon he none at ail.  With an exhortation
to cultivate peace and good will, and a few
remarks on the resurrection and granli
sssize I closed and oftered prayer.  All lis-
tened respeetfully, as they generally do;
for I never had an inattentive audience in
suy part of the island.

“A few circumstances connected with
this event may be worth noticing, and—

“1. Kowiowi, though he lived and died
a heathen, received a christian burial. He
wag interred by christian natives, and in
European style, as a mound was raised over
his grave, and not a deep depression left as
the heathen do.

“ 2, They buried him beside the grave of
the late missionaries, which is hard by where
Harris fell ; and he lies only a few feet from
Mrs. Gordon’s side.  This is one of the last
things I thought would have occurred to
them to do; and why it was done I cannot
conjecture, unless it were to complinent me.

3. At the burial of the missionaries five
years ago there wete not many dry cyes;
but this day a tear was not scen standing in
any.

““4.  After the interment they asked for
cocoa-nuts; and obtained a supply from a
tree growing by the side of the grave. This
would not have been done even a year ago.

“5. None of Kowiowi’sown family were
present on the occasion.

“ To reflect upon the death of such a man
is indeed a painful exercise of mind.
Though his cheeks were sunken, and his
mouth nearly toothless, yet there was vigor
in his will, strength in his limbs, and clasti-
city in hisstep.  All the attentions paid him
during the last twenty-seven years wereun-
availing to soften the heart.  Though fair
to your face, and plausible, he was always
asecrct foe. The lightof divine truth which
shone at his door, and not dimly for seven
years, shed no ray upon the dense darkness
of his inner being.  They only could know
him who watched him narrowly, noted down
his seemingly good acts, and compared them
with his evil deeds. Some things which
appear contradictory in his character may
find their solution in this ;—that he never
regarded christianity as anything more than
s spark kindled on the shore of Dillon’s
Bay, which he could put his foot upon at
any time, and the meanwhile enjoy the
benefit of the temporal advantages derivable
from the presence of missionaries—which
he certainly did.

“'The burial over the people dispersed, the
chiefs to hold their usual consultation, and
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the rest to mourn : and a man foremost in
their councils for thirty years would certain-
ly be missed. T think we can now say with
a measure of emphasis, “They who sought
the young child’s life are dead.”

“In my intercourse with him I always
found him extremely close and reserved.—

-He would communieate nothing on any

subject ; and to all your questions would
come the lying reply, K72, Ai,—I do nos
know, I do not know—while 0 glance at
you face was all he could give at auy time,
I never saw him laugh, though I some-
times saw him attempt it. lle could not
laugh, He rarcly came to the mission pre-
mises. Qne evening he was present, how-
ever, and having arrived in my translation
at the passage —“ And there were griauts in
the earth in those days.” I asked for a
word corresponding to giant, and soon got
it. Hesaid his father was a Neturapum. 1
enquired where he was buried, and on being
informed that it was nigh, asked him to ac-
company me to the spot when he was ready
to go home. To this he readily assented.
I followed him, now and then enquiring,
Where ? where? and walking on he would
reply, Ingko, ingko, heve, have; potijat, quite
ucar. At length he led me in at the gate
of the Sandal wood premises. I felt ner-
vous; and did not know whether to ad-
vance or retreat. On making the owners
of the premises acquainted with our objeet,
they joined us, and proceeding on he led us
into their back yard to the very spot. There
was not & blade of grass growing there, and
pigs were lying on and at the place; yet
with a precision truly astonishing he point-
ed to the very spot where the stakes had
been placed—the one at the head and the
other at the foot—on the day his father was
buried many years previously. On feeling,
it was discovered that they were the identi-
cal holes ; and the distance between them
was seven and a half feet.  Graves of grown
up persons are dug the neat length; and
the stature of the man was not less than
seven feet, which accorded with the descrip-
tion previously given. In pointing oat the
place to me he evidently did so with savage
satisfaction, and I never forgot the expres-
sion of his countenance on that occasion.
His eldest brother (half) is his successor in
office, and inherits his gods and his wives.”

We have also received the minutes of
the Mission Council. Besides what has
already been laid before the church, it con-
tgins two resolutions of interest. The first
is that, in the opinion of the missionaries,
the time has come when a printer was re-
quired ; and the second was to appeal to
the churches at home for ten more mission-
aries.
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The Sabbath School,

LESSONS FOR JUNE.

FIRST SABBATIH.

Sunsect :—Preparatian for receiving the
Law,—Yxodus xix. 1-13.

Sinai is_hetween the two gulfs in which
the Red Sea terminates. * Robinson and
Stanley have shewn very clearly that the
scenc of the glorious events described in this
chapter and the 20th, is not that selected by
the monks but in the same vicinity. Tra-
dition in this, as in very many other cases,
is wrong. ‘I'he travellers mentioned point
out a scene that answers fully to that de-
scriled by Moses. The mountain peaks
rise from six to eight thousand feet. A
wide plain extends below—affording room
for the encampment of the Israelites.  Sinal
f}'lrom Sench, the acacia bush which abounds

ere.

Vv. 1, 2.—The Israelites left Egypt on
the 15th day of the first month, and reached
Sinai on the 1st of the third month—that
is in about 46 days. A few days of prepa-
ration were spent hetore the Mount, and
then on the 50th day—Pentecost—Jehovah
delivered the Law. The delivering of the
Law, or Pcntecost, was 50 days after the
Passover. It was on the day of Pentecost
that the Old Testament church was favour-
ed with the greatest and most wonderful
revelation of God and His will. What
made this day remarkable in the history of
the New Testament church? See Aces ii. 1.

V. 8.— Went up unto God—into the cloud
which was the sign of God’s presence. He
was to be God’s spokesman to the people
and tell the terms on which Jehovah would
enter into covenant with them.

V. 4. —Eagles’ wings. See Deut. xxxii.
11, 12.

V. 5.—Covenant—the national Covenant
promising possession of the Holy Land on
condition of national obedience.

V. 6.—Aingdom of priests, separated from
other people, having access to God, serving
Him with acceptance.

V. 8.—The people were willing to accept
God’s terms and enter into the Covenant.

Vv. 9-13.—The Lord was to manifest
fimself in awful majesty and due prepara-
tion was to be made on the part of the peo-
ple. The washing of their clothes, and
other observances, were signs of the purify-
ing of their hearts. The Mount was not to
be touched, to indicate the holiness of God.
Sce Heb. xii. 18-21. The scene that fol-
lowed was grand and awful : the thick cloud,
the sound of the trumpet, the mountain
burning with fire, the thunder and lightning,
the signs and tokens of a present God !

Lrssons,

1. How condescending on the part of
God to enter into covenant with people who
were but lately a nation of slaves ! We ure
slaves of sin, yet God is willing to receive
us and make us partakers or the benefits of
the Covenant of Grace.

2. The care of the cagle for its young,
of the bird for its brood, all the love that is
on earth is but a faint shadow of the love
of God for His people and His care over
them. We should remember God’s pass
kindness, v. 4.

8. All the earth is God’s, but we, if we
serve Him, are His peculiar treasure, v. 5.
See 1 Peter ii. 9.

4. Christ has made us kings and pricsts
unto God. Rev. i. 4.

5. Moses spake to the children of Israel
what God commanded him. So muss
ministers, teachers, and all who speak for
God, be faithful to Him who sends them,

6. The people promised well, (v. 8) bus
alas, how soou they forgot their vows. Les
us watch lest we should fall like them.

7. How awful is Mount Sinai, where
God proclaims His law! We dare not ap-
proach Him there amid lightnings, thunder,
earthquake, thick darkness, aud the sound
asof a trumpet. How then can we approach
God? For a reply see Heb. xii. 24, &c.

DocTRINE,

We should prepare to meet God. Amos
iv. 12; 2 Tim. iv. 6; Matt. xxv. 13, &c.

SECOND SABBATH.

Sussect :—Jesus teaches o pray. Matt.
vi. 1—18.

The Pharisecs boasted of their rightcous-
ness, and Jesus here exposes its hollowness,
JSirst, in the matter of ALMSGIVING, vv. 1-4;
second, with regard to PRAYER, Vvv. 5-15;
third, with regard to FASTING, vv. 16-18.
They gave their alms to be scen of men;
they prayed in public places that men might
see them ; when they fasted they disfigured
their faces that all might know of their
fasting. Everything was done with an cye
to effect—for show—for the praise of men.

V. 1.—In this verse read righteousness
instead of alms. The warning applies to
the threc manifestations of *‘ righteousness,”
alms, prayer, fasting. We are not to per-
form any duty mercly to win the praisc of
men. Such a motive renders alms, prayer,
and fasting valueless in the sight of God.
Almsgiving is our duty towards our neigh-
bour; prayer, towards God; fasting, to-
wards ourselves. i

V. 2.—Trumpet. Perhaps the Pharisees
sounded a trumpet to collect the poor and
to attract notice. The expression is proba-
bly figurative, meaning—Do not try to
draw attention when you give alms. Re-
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ward—all their reward : God has no reward
for them : a/l they get is the praise of men.
Hypocrites, persons who have the form of
religion without the reality.

. 4 —Secret : God is in secret and takes
notice of all that is done in secret, and in
due time He will make known all things.

V. 5.—Swnding : the Jews cither prayed
standing, with their faces towards Jerusa-
lem ; or prostrate on the carth. Standing
here means ashowy or standing faith,  Cor-
ners where the streets crossed—the most
public places.

V. 6.—The heart is the closet to which
we should retire, even in public prayer.
The Jews sometimes had ““an upper cham-
ber”’ for prayer.

Afrer telling us how 2ot to pray, the Lord
toaches us how to pray—how to compress
all our wanis into a few petitions. The
Lorp’s PrRAYER may be divided into threo
parts, the Preface, the Petitions, aud the
Conclusion. There are six petitions; and
of these three relate to God, and three to
ourselves. A large number of commen-
tators divide the sixth into two, and thus
make sever petitions.

V. 9.—Afier this manner: Says Scott,
“Iv may often be proper to use the very
words, but it i3 not always nccessavy, for we
do not find that the apostles thus used it ;
but we ought always to pray after the man-
ner of it.”  Namen this verse means God’s
manifesiniion of Himself ro man : His Being
as the ohject of human thoaght and worshin,

V. 10,—Kingdom—This includes Christ’s
reign in our hearts, in the church, in the
world, and the final establishment of His
reign over all.  As in heaven—Heaven is
the standard after which we must aim. Tt
ig abeolutely pure; and its angels are per-
fectiy obedient.

V. 11.—Bread—here includes all that is
necessary to susiain us.

V. 12.—Debts—sins

V. 13.—For the best explanation of this
petition see Shorter Catechism, Ques.. 106,
Amen, truly, certainly.

V. 14.—This is a divine explanation of
the fifth petition.

Vv. 16-18.—We now come to the third
duty,—Fasting. The Jews observed some
days of public ?asting, according to the Law,
Lev. xvi. 29. The Pharisees fasted twice
a week. On fast days they went to the
synagogue pale and sad and in mourning
dress. They “disfigured” their faces with
dust and ashes. To anoint the head was a
sign of joy.

Lessoxs.

1. Itis our daty to help the poor, to
pray, and {o fast; butit is a great sin to do
these duties for the sake of appearance.

2. In doing good let us have a single
eye to the glory of God who will abundant-
ly reward us.

3. Hypocrites are mere playactors.—
Men despise them ; God hates them. Luke
xii, 1; Matt. xxiii. 13.

4. We should make the Lord’s Prayer
sincerely our own; and to thisend we must
take Chirist to Le our Saviour and God to
be our Father; we must do what we can
to advance His kingdom and fuliil His will;
we must depend on Him for daily bread,
furgive those who trespass against us, and
avoid cvery appearance of evil.

5. Fasting in some circumstances is a
religious duty.

6. The honor of God should be the tivst
and last object of our alms, prayers and
fasts.

DocrriNg.

Prayer a Christian privilege.
8, 9; 1 Thess. v. 17; Heb. x. 22.

THIRD SABBATH.

SuBsect :—Jesus rides into Jerusalem,
Luke xix. 28—48.  For parallel passages
see Matt. xxi, 1-9; Mark xi. 1-10; John
xii. 12-19.

The Lord had probvably spent the Sab-
bath at Bethany, and this entry into Jeru-
salem was made on the Jewish Monday,
our Sunday. Bethany and Bethphage were
but & short distance from Jerusalem. less
than two miles. The Saviour came *“up”
by the way of Jericho.—The village men.
tioned (v. 30) was prohably Bethphage.
The colt was to be sacred ; no one had used
him.—The directions given in v. 31 arc an
instance of the forcknowledge of Jesus.—
Jt is from the descent of the Mount of
Olives that ibe city bursis on the eye in
panoramic splendor: it was at this poing
that the enthusiasm of the disviples reached
its height. A great muititude of people
coing up to the feas, would be there. Many
blind, deaf, lame, demoniac, whom Jesus
had cured would swell the loud acclaim.
The Pharisces (v. 89) are there, and the
praise of Jesus offended them just as it
offends modern Socinians und Unitarians.

V. 40.—Perhaps the siones of the temple
were av that moment echoing back the
shouts of praise! They were less obdurate
than the self-righteous Pharisees.

V. 41.—Jesus wept uloud at the sight of
tue city Thyday: that very day when
Jesus rode in as king—a day for waich all
previous history was preparing. He pic-
tures the sad fate of the city, v. 43, when
the Romans would come and cast @ trench
(that is, raise an embaskwment) againsi it,
aud surround it witha wall, and (v. 44} lay
the city and temple even with the ground
and dash to the carth its inhabitants, The
dreadful prophecy was literally fuliilled.

LEssoxs.

The Lord knows the hearts of all;
We have an illustration

Luke xi.

1.
He is omniscient.
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of this in the directions He gives with re-
gard to the colt,  Vv. 30, 31.

2. Trom the unyuaestioning obedience of
the disciples let us learn obedience. We
skould go on any errand on which He may
sce fit to send us, V. 32,

3. The owner of the colt readily gave
him up for the service of Jesus. Are we
equally ready to give anything of which
the Master hach need ?

4. Jesus, King of kings, Drince of Peace,
rides on an ass,  There is more real gran-
deur, moral greatness, in the spectacle than
in all the pomp of earthly splendour.—
Greatness does not consist in outwaid show.

5. Mack the love of Jesus. Amid the
trinmphant throng that shoat for joy He
weeps : the Greek word means to weep aloud
over tiie fearful doom of the impenient.—
Think of the sorrow of the Saviour over
lost souls!

6. The tears of Jesus did not save Jera-
salem because she repented not. So the
tears and the blood of Jesus cannot save us
unless we repent.

7. The judgments denounced against the
Jews came to pass, and are being illustrated
to this very day : the same faithful and true
Witness has declared that unless we repent
we shall all perish. Let us be warned in
time,

DocrTRINE.

Charist is King, Ps. ii. 6; Luke i. 33;

John xviii. 36, 37; Heb i. 8, 9.

FOURTH SABBATH.

Sunsecr : The two Sons, Mait. xxi. 23~
32,

From v. 23 to v. 27 we have an account of
a formal aitack by the highest Jewish coury
on Jesus. The High Priests and Elders
were the Sanhedrim. He was now within

two or three days of His death, and His !

enemies were raging and plouing, yet He
continued teaching.  7Theirquestioning was
quite oat of place, for Jesus had already by
many mighty works proved Himself to be
the Messiah.  They probavly expected that
He would declare Himselfto them the Son
of God, and on this thev would found a
eapital charge, and have Him pau to death.
But His hour was not yet come. These
things—cleaning the temple —teaching in
public, &c.

V. 24.—Joun had tesified that Jesus was
the Messiah. If therefore Johu was a Pro-
phet from Heaven,the Sanhedrim wasbound
to believe him; if he was a false prophet,
the Savhedrim shoold have exposed and
denounced him. They evaded the ques-
tion, likec moral cov:ards as they wruly were.
Jesus thus exposcd them to the scoin of the
multitude.

V. 28.—The .wo sons represent, the 1,
the “publicans aud sinners;” the 2, the

self-righteous Pharisees, the vulers, those
who despised the “ multitude.”—I'he vine-
yard is the cliurch of Christ.  All are ealled
to work in it in some capavity. Somc at
first answer No! but afterwards repent.
Others answer, Yes! and pretend to work
for Christ, when in fact they do nothing of
the kind.

This Parable was intended firse for the
Sanhedrin and the people then ir the pre-
sence of Jesus, but it has iws application in
every age of the world.

1.u380Ns,

1. The impenitent are rendered worse
and worse by ihe most gracious manifesta-
tions of Christ’s love and power. He gave
the leadors of the Jews abundant proofs of
His anthority, but they came askiug more.
So has it been in all ages ; so0 is it now.
The infidel, the Unitarian, the unbeliever,
comes asking for ‘‘ authority.”

2. Nothing is more incousistent and
cowardly than unbelief. Christ’s enemies
dare not answer plainly what they know
very well.

3. Christ is diligeutly engaged in teach-
ing the people within a very few days of
Il1s death. Let us learn from this to be
actively employed for God even under the
shadow of death,

4. God asks us to work in his vineyard;
let us tahe heed what answer we give. A
mere yes will not do. We must act up to
our professions and promises or we shal}
come behind ihe offscourings of society.

5. We should send the Gospel to the
lowest and worst classes. They received it
in the days of Jesus; they often welcome
it now.

6. Christ is the “ way of rightcounsness”
which Johu came to point out.

Docrrine.

Obedience is rite test of poolession, John

xiii. 17 ; Mait. vii. 21 ; Rom. ii. 18.
YIFUH SABBATH.

Supyect: Jesvs washes the disciples’ feet,
John xiit. 1-47.

This chapter gives an account of what
happened on ihe day before the passover.

. 1 is an inivodaction to ihe remaining
chapters of the gospel.  His ionr—ihe hour
of death, thedread conflict, the hour of vic-
tory, glory and immortal joy. He loved
His own unto the end of His days.

V. 2.—Supper being ended—rvather going
on. The washing of the feet was before
ihe supper and in preparadon for it,

Vv. 4, 6.—Look at this scene: the Lord
of glovy performs the ofiice of a slave ; lays
aside his garment, givrds himself wich a
towel, pours water 1.0 & basin, and washes
the feet of the disuiples—and of His betray-

er! What thoughis must have been in the
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heart of Judas when those tender hands i such versoins, is at any time within reach

were on his feet !

V. 8—0Observe the reply of Jesus to
Peter: It I wash thee not thou hast not
part with me.” He does not say, “If I
wash not thy feet.”

V. 9.—Veter has now a glimpse of his
Master’s meaning and o sense of his own
pollution.

V. 10.—The meaning of this verse is,
One after washed his whole body needs not
wash but his fees which have been soiled in
walking from the bath. The feet are most
aasily soiled.  The lesson conveyed is that
we need constant cleansing at the hands of
Jesus even after the washing of regeneration.
He now explains tlfe meaning of what e
had done. It was to teach humility and
mutual helpfulness.

Lrssoxs,

{The Pope imitates, or rather burlesques,
this solemn serviee by washing the feet of
twelve begears once a year,  In this case it
is mere sham and show.)

1. Jesus loves Ilis people with a love
stronger than death V. 1,

2, The devil tempts toevil; but he can
be resisted by the weakest believer. Judas
opened his heart to the tempter.

3. He who washed Ilis disciples’ feet
can wash our souls from every stain of sin.

4. While in the form, and doing the
work, of a slave, Jesus was God-man and
had all things under His command.

5. If Jesus washed the feet of the traitor
Judas, knowing him to be such, what ought
we not to do for our friends, our neighbours,
our foes !

6. The washing of the feet typifies all
loving offices: as Jesus acted towards His
disciples so they are bound to act towards
each other

7. Let us remember the warning given
to Peter :—Unless we are washed by Jesus
we bave no part in Him. V. 8.

DOCTRINE.
Christ requires humility, Phil. ii. 5-8;
Matt, xi. 29; James iv. 10.

OmpaeCom
Gorvvespondence.

To the Editor of the Home § Foreign Record.
Sir,~—In the January No. some remarks
appeared, which we deemed it our duty to
make respecting a statement in the Report
of the F. M. Board. There we stated, that
the B & F. Bible Society are circulating
versions of the Seriptures, containing almost
all the principal errors of popery. That th;{
circulate such versions, ¢s no longer denied.
Sufficient evidence of the corruptness of

of our clerical brethren; but not of the
eeneral public, who yet have a deep interest
in this very important subject. Ifor their
sakes, we return to this subject; and shall
produce such evidenee as, we (Jink, can
leave no doubt upon their minds as to the
truth and propricty of this statement.

The principle upon which the Scottish
National Socicty, the Trinitarian, and the
Socicty for Promoting Christian Knowledge
proceed, is, “to circulate only the purest
versions of the Hebrew and Greek Testa-
ments.””  The B. & F. Bible Society’s
“ fundamental law,” as they term it, is * to
circulate the Holy Scriptures, without note
or comment,” That there is o great differ-
ence will appear in the sequel.  If this law
has force at all, the Socicty hereby pledge
themselves to circulate *“ the pure word of
God” only. Indeed this is acknowledzed
by the London Committee, in Regulation 1.
of 1827, as then applied to the Apocrypha.
See Report 1866, p. xi. To act otherwise,
violates the basis of the Society’s existence,
breaks faith with their supporters, and above
all, misrepresents God and his word to those
to whom they give corrupt versions.

How, then, is this law maintained ? In
any Annual Report, that of 1866 for ex-
ample, under the headings, * Books on sale
by this Society,” pp. 21-23, and * Laa-
guages and Dialeets,” pp. 65, 66, will be
found as ‘“ published for,” and sold Ly the
B. & F. B. S., Martinc (Italian), De Saci
(French), Pereira (Portuguese), and Scio
{Spanish). All these are Romish versions,
and all Romish versions are made, not from
the Ilchrew and Greek originals, but from
the Vulgate. The qualifving clause “with-
out note or comment,” however intended,
is really most delusive. The errors of these
versions are not so much in the notes as in
the text from which they are translated,
and so long-as the priests are the public
teachers of religion, and the manuals of de-
votion are in the people’s hands, * notes”
or no “notes” matters little.  Versions
from the originals are in each of these lan-
cuages, and advertised in the same pages.
Now we shall

First—As briefly as practicable show the
historical character of the Vuleate. Abont
285, B.C., the Hebrew Scriptures were at
Alexandria translated into Greek, as far as
appears, by the Jews Sanhedrim, and for
the use of their brethren whose spoken lan-
guage at that time was Greek, hence called
the Alexandrian, or LXX. version. A ver-
sion, in the nature of things. cannot equal
the original; and by transcribing copies.
and succession of editions, it has been in-
variably corrupted. Early in the second
century of the christian cra, a translation
was made into Latin for the usc of Chris-
tians in the Western Empire, not from the
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original but from the Greek version.  This
version was a step further from the original
than the other, and in like monner it very
soon became greatly corrupted.  Before the
close of the 4th century, Damasus, Bishop
of Romoe, urged upon Jerome to make a
eorrect edition, which he undertook, but
found it casier and better to make a new
transfation from the originals. Both edi-
tions were then used, and the prejudice
against Jerome’s version, gradually gave
way; an'! it came into common use. But,
like its predecessors, it also became gradu-
ally so corrupted, that in the 8th century a
correct edition was again called for and pro-
duced.  The corrections, however, were
from Josephus, Liturgies, and older edi-
tions. T'he like course of corruption and
corection was followed in the 11th, 12th,
13th 14th, and 16th centuries. In 1564
Lsidore Clarius published his 3rd edition,
with 8,000 corrections, yet, owns that some
errors are left, lest oftence might be given
by too many corrections. In A.D. 1569,
the Council of Trent declared the Vulgate
authentic, without fixing upon any one of
the many existing ones, and denounced sen-
tence of higher excommunication against
any who would change the least particle
(minimaparticula). Yet, A.D. 1590, Sixtus
V. published a new edition. with 2,000 im-
portant corrections. The very next year,
1591, Gregory XIIL suppressed it for
abounding in errors. The year following,
1592, Clement VIII. published a new edi-
tion, and declared it anthentic, 7. e., inspired
by God. Herz, then,is the Vulgate! Every
cdition claims to be the Vulgate, in com-
mon versions ; and since 1569 to be ““ au-
thentic:” and so, placed above the Xebrew
Old, and Greek New Testaments. DModern
Romish versions, are made from any of the
many existing editions of the Vulgate, ac-
cording to the choice of the translator, and
may be_fuithful translations ; though widely
difiering from each other, and still more
from the inspired word of God. This ac-
counts for the vast difference between De
Saci’s and Martin’s, though both are Rom-
ish versions of the Vulgate.

Secondly—We shall point out a few of
the errors of popery as contained in DeSaci’s
version, circulated largely in ¥rance and
clsewhere by the Society : .

1. Mariolatry, or the worship of the Virgin
Hary—This constitutes the great bulk of
the blasphemous idolatry of modern popery.
Itis founded, principally, upon two pas-
sages which the Vulgate perverts, and De
Saci faithfully translates, !I;ut owns that the
originals give no support to the false trans-
lation. One is Gen. iir. 15— Ipsa caput
tuum conteret,” rendered ¢ Elle vous brisera
ld téte,”"— “ She shall bruise thy head.”
Here the whole purchase of our redemption
is ascribed to the Virgin. No place, nor

!

part in it, is left to Jesus. The other pas-
sage is, Luke i, 28—*1 salute you, 0 sl
of grace.”  lere the fulness of divine grace
is ascribed to her, necessarily implying di-
viue worship.  On the first passage Cardinal
Gousset sayvs, ““ Qur first parents received
wom fiod the promise of a liberator for
themselves and their posterity.  God says
to the serpent, thou shalt point thy stung
against her heel, and she shall bruise thy
head. ‘These prophetic words announced
with great clearness that (fod willed that
Mary should not be touched by the venom-
ons sting of the serpent, (i.e., she was to be
sinless, immaculate). He was conquered
by her whe bruised his head by ler spotless

heel.”

2, Penance.—What is penance? “Pu-
nition imposée pour quelque fante,”’—¢ A
sacrament designed by Jesus Christ to wash
away all the stadn and quilt of sin from our
souls, and restore us to the facor of God.’—
De Huy. If any deny that threeacts, con-
trition, confession, and satisfaction, are re-
quisite to a remission of sin—Ilet him be
accursed.—Coun. Trent, Can. 4, Scss. 14,
Penance is a compensalion made by man,
for his otfences to God—the full payment of
debt There 18 no crime, however enor-
mous, and frequently committed, that pen-
ance docs not remit, and without the inter-
vention of penance, there is not even hope
for pardon ! ! !~—Cat. Coun. Trent, pp. 239~
245 passim. Andis such horrid doctrine as
this taught in “ the Holy Scriptures?”’
Certainly not; but in DeSaci’s version of
the Vulgate, it is.

For example : Matt. iii. 2—*“And saying,
do penance, for the kingdom of heaven is at
hand ; Matt. iv. 17— From that time Jesus
began to preach and to say do penance,” &c.;
Matt, xi. 20— Then Jesus began to re-
proach the cities where most of his might;
works were done, because they did not do
penance ;” Luke xiil. 3, 5—* Except ye do
penunce ye shall all in like manner perish ;”
Luke xv. 7—* There is joy in heaven over
one sinuer that docth penance;” Actsii. 38
—do penance and be baptized every onc of
you.,” It is not necessary to multiply in-
stances, we need only say that whenever
the word “repent’’ occurs, DeSaci renders
it * Faire pénitence.” Hereis a word thay
includes all that is revolting in the confes-
sional, all that feeds the pride of man, and
exclades the grace of God in forgiveness,
by creature satisfaction. Let us hear the
Bishop of Chester, even when defending the
B. & F. B. Socicty in this matter, at the
annual meeting of the Liverpool Auxiliary,
1863, “Whatever interpretation well-educa-
ted men in Italy might put upon the mean-
ing of the word in Martini's version, there
could be little doubt but the common people
understood do penance as a direction to sub-
mit to outward forms of humiliation which
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this church require, and lifted into a sacra-
ment. Martini’s version has in it express-
ions which give countenance and support
to other points of the Romish system.”
Thesu are not the words of a foe, but the
voice of conscience struggling with predi-
lection, nor yet spoken in a corner.

3. The Priesthood—This is the soul that
animates the popish system. Popery can-
not exist without the priesthood. At the
top of the Hierarchy sits the Pope, the suc-
cessor of Peter, the vicar of Christ, vice
God, Our Yord God the Pope, God on
earth. The voice of the priest is to be
heard (in the confessional} as the voice of
Christ. The priest is the vice-gorent of
God,—unlike the power given to the priest
of the old law, to declare the leper cleansed,
—the priests under the new law are invest-
ed with power, really to absolve from sin,
and there is no crime, however enormous,
from which he cannot absolve (in the sacra-
ment of penance). And, whosoever shall
affirm that a priest living in mortal sin has
not the power to abhsolve from sin, let him
beaccursed. Cat. Coun. Trent, pp. 239-245.
If there is such a thing at all as blasphemy,
soroly it is here? But does the word of
the living God give ground for the existence
of such a class of beings? Wherever the
word “elder” is applied o men in the
christian church, in the New Testament,
DeSaci renders it ““ prétes.” ¥or example,
Acts xi. 30— Which, indeed, they did,
sending them to the priests of Jerusalem,
by the hands of Barnabas and Saul ;7 Acts
xv. 6— When the apostles and the priests
came together, to examine and decide this
matter;” 1 Peter v. 5— Ye who are young
be subject to the priest.” The use made ot
this last instance in the confessional, to
force the young females to surrender their
conscience and their virtue to the villain,
who affects to act there as God, is too re-
volting to relate here.

The proofs for saint, image, relic, and
sngel worship, merits of faiih, prayer, good
works, purgatory, &c., arc cqually clear,
and at hand, if called for. But we think
unnecessary to extend.

Now, let the reader ponder. Is this the
purec Word of God ? Is this according to
the fundamental law of the Society 2 Is
this consistent with any degree of sound
protestantism ? Is silence consistent with
8 clear conscience in this matter ? Are not
auxiliaries, branches, and contributors act
and part in this circulation ? That “Lather
was converted by reading the Vulgate” as
an argament, savours as much of want of
sound judgment, s it does of ignorance of
history. Luther’s conscience was troubled
before he saw the Vulgate. The Vulgate
helped him to clearer views, in spite of its
errors; and then with characteristic deter-
minstion he set himself to the task of study-

ing the Hebrew and Greek, and gave Ger-
many #s good a translation as he could
JSrom the originals.

T hirdly—The plea of a necessity for such
circulation is groundless. It is said by a
certain class *' It is better to give the Rom-
ish version than wone at all to Roman
Catholics who will not take the Protestant.”
This is an admission that the Roaiish ver-
sion is highly objectionable, and is not
*¢ The pure word of the living God.”” But
let us hear the testimony of competent wit-
nesses, men on the continent deeply inter-
ested, or emploved, in Bible circulaiion.—
An influential agent of the B. & ¥. B.
Society in Italy, in a tract upon this sub-
jeet, *“The Supremacy of Trath, 1841,
pp- 26, says “ During & residence of many
years in this country, during which I have
been honoured to put a very large number
of copies of the scriptures into circulation,
I can assure you there never has eristed a
demand for Martini.” Hon. and Rev, S.
Waldgrave’s “ Biblein Italy” says, “Itis
& complete mistake to imagine that the
people prefer the Romish version. What
they ask is a _faithful translation of the scrip-
tures. If ever they preferred the Popish
version the time is gone by,” pp. 14. In
“ Appeal to the friends of the B. & F. B.
Society,” from the continent, the author
says, “ Capt. M, Stuart and myself, when
wintering at Vevey, got about 1000 Testa-
ments into Savoy, and Canton, and Vallais.
We wonld having nothing to do with De-
Saci—my experience, and that of every
friend with whom I have been associating,
already goes to prove not only that itis as
easy to circulate Protestant as Romish ver-
sions; but that where & Roman Catholic
reads with desire to profit he goes to the
Antipodes of his church, and will have
nothing to do with anything that has the
semblance of approximation to it. I cauld
mention instances where the pursuance of a
different course has been a serions stumb-
ling block in the way of sincere enquirers
of the truth.” B. Pozzy * The Bible and
DeSaci,” published in Paris and republish-
ed in London, 1859, says, pp. 25, “The
ercors of the LXX. alter no religious truth,
whilst, from our own expericnce, we can
state s an undoubted fact, that DeSaci in
many instances circulates doctrines diametri-
cally opposed to the word of God. Like
many others I had no suspicion before 1
oxamined the case. It is mot so now. I
consider the mdst serious interests are st
stake—the success of tue gospel—the salva-
tion of souls—the glory of God. There is
not one among us who can decline his share
of responsibility.” These are but a few of
the letters, pamphlets, articles, appeals.
speeches, from which we might quote were
it necessary. The London Committee have

instructed ageats on the continent to repel
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the ob jections to their procecdings. But
it does not mend the matter. Tt is inex-

plicable and has led to more enquiry and
more opposition from men of the deep-
est piety and widest philanthropy. Passion
and denials can never dispose of the ques-
tion at issue.

Fourthly—When we rcad the seal of” God
upon his own word Rev. xxii, 18, 19, The
c{mrge that God gives Jer. xxiii. 28, He
that hath my word let him speak my word
fuithfully.”” ~ 'The holy imdignation with
“which the apostle repudiates the foul impu-
ration Rom. ii. 8 Let us do evil that good
may come. When we call into remem-
brance the third article of our ordination
“ Do yon disown all popish, and other doc-
trines, tenets and opimons, whatever con-
trary to or inconsistent with the foresaid
Counfession of Faith asan exhibition of the
doctrine of the Word of God ? 1do.” When
we remember the fundamental principle of
the society itself “ To circulate the Holy
Scripture without note or comment.”—
When we have such men as Lord Sha.tes
bury saying *‘ That nothing but a miracle
can save the Reformation in England” and
Lord Ardmillan “ That the church of Eng-
land is ceasing to be protcstant—that the
very name is repudiated, and the vital prin-
ciples of protestantismn are openly aban-
doned by a large section of her clergy —that
she is helpless unless the laity come to her
aid,”” when we know that Puseyites and
Infidels largely mix with evangelical men
in the church of England and two thirds of
the London committee must belong to that
church without any reference to whether
they arc evangelical, popish or infidel and
when we know that there is not a section of
the protestant organization into which Jesu-
its have not wormed themselves, issiiencein
faithfulness or in keeping with a clean con-
science ¢ We bave not exhausted the sub-
ject, but we have opened it for enquiry and
for action, and indulge the hope that the
readers of the Record will not grudge so
large a space. And meantime

We are with due respect vours,
Jonx MuxRro,
Muonuster, Wallace.
ALEX. STTHERLAXD,
Minister, Scotsburn, Picto.
March. 1867.

PR
Aews of the Ghurch,

StaTIsTICS—We have again to remind
Kirk Sessions of the order of 8ynod, that
Statistical Returns should be sent in to the
Committee by the 1st May. Presbyteries
are enjoined to “ deal with delinquents.”

Our latest intelligence from the New
Hebrides is on the whole satisfactory. The
Missionaries were all in the enjoyment of
good health.  Erromanga was in an unses-
tled state. Mr. and Mrs. Macnair had re-
turned to Anciteumn for a season.

Mr. McCullagh has resigned his eonnee-
tion with the Mission in consequence of the
continued ill health of Mrs, McCuliagh.

The Session of the Theological Hall was
closed on the second Tuesday of April.—
The number of students during the session
was unusually small.

The winter session of Dalhousie College
was brought to a close on Wednesday the
24th April.

Rev. A. FaArQuaArsoN was inducted
into the pastoral charge of Glace Bay, Cape
Breton, on the 13th March. This is an
important field of labour, and we hope and
pray that Mr. Farquharson may be long
spared to cultivate it.

Rev. S. Berxarp was Istely ordained
over the congregation of Florenceville and
Glassville, N. B., anew field where gospel
labour was greatly needed.

Rev. Isaac Macray, late of Gabarus,
has accepted a call to Australia, and is now
on his way thither. Ilis departure will
prove a serious loss to our church, and wiil
be deeply regretted.

ExTrA.—A letter has beenreceived from
Rev. John Inglis, Anciteum, defending the
conduct of the Missionaries in conncction
with the Curacoa affair; and also s letter
on the same subject from Rev. Dr. Geddie-
It is desirable that these letters should be
laid in full before the Church, as soon as
possible. The Publication Committee have
therefore resolved to issue an FEztra in
course of a week or so, with this letters.

Committee on Ministerial Support.

The above committee, Rev. W. Maxwell,
Convener, held two meetings, on the 16th
and 17th inst. There were present, besides
the Convener, the Revds. Dr. King, P. G,
McGregor, Isaac McKay, Robert Murray,
Hon.mi. Patterson, and H. B. Webster,
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Esq. Letters of excuse for non-attendance,
containing some valuable suggestions, were
received from the Revds. R. Sedgewick,
T. Sedgewick, N. McKay, H. B. McKay,
W. Alves, and R. McGregor and W. H.
Blanchard, Esqs.

After careful consideration of the whole
question, the committee unanimously adopt-

ed a scheme to be submitted to Synod, of |

which the following are the chiet features:

1.—Considering the greatly increased
eost of living, and the very inadequate sup-
port many of our ministers receive, it is our
duty, as a church, to use cvery means to
raise their stipenis to not less than $650,
or $§600 with a manse.

2.—~That for this purpose a separate fund
be originated, to be called the Supplemen-
tary Fund.

3.—That, except where provision is made
for the same object by periodical contribu-
tions, a collection he taken in every church
at least once a year.

4.—1In the case of those congregations
whose salary is under 2650, 1t is proposed
that, for whatever sum they may raise in
addition to their present stiperd, an equal
sum Dbe given from the Supplementary
Fund.

5.—The scheme contains provision for
bringing and keeping the matter before the
church in the most efficient manner; and
also for the fair and equitable distribution
of the funds.

The support of the gospel is a question
which the Synod must take up in earnest.
The report to be submitted by this Com-
mittee contains some valuable suggestions;
and we give the above outline that members
of Synod may be the better prepared to
doal with the subject when it comes up on
the evening of the second day of Synod.

Presbytery of Pictou.

The Presbytery of Pictou met in John
Knox's Church, New Glasgow, on Tuesday
the 26th inst., for the ordination and induc-
tion of Mr. John Burns Watt, preacher of
the gospel, as colleague and successor to
the Rev. John Stewart, the present pastor
of the congregation. Mr. Stewart, accord-
ing to previous appointment, constituted
the Presbytery as moderator pro tem., and
presided at the ordination. There were

rescat beside him the Revs. David Roy,

corge Walker, Dr. Bayne, A. . Miller,
Alexander Sutherland, George Patterson,
Lauchlan Macdonald, John Mackinnon,
Alexander Ross, X. J. Grant,J. A. Suther-
iand, A.J. Mowitt and Alexr. McL. Sin-
elair, ministers; and Messrs. James Arthar,
John Mackay, and John Dawson, Esq.,
raling elders.

The Revs. Angus McGillivray of Spring-
ville and Thomas Sedgewick of Tatama-

gouche being present, were invited to sit as
corresponding members of Preshytery. and
took their seats accordingly.  Mr. Macdon-
ald preached the ordination sermon from
1 Tim. iv. 13, 14.

Mr. Stewart narrated the steps taken to
sce ve this call, put the questions of the
formula te Mr. Watt, which he satisfacto-
rily answered, and engaged in prayer,~
whereby, together with the laying on of the
hands of the Preshytery, Mr. Watt was
ordained to the office of the holy ministry,
and inducted as co-pastor into the chargeof
this congregation.

Mr. Walker addressed the minister in
substance according to the following out-
line:—1. The honourableness of the minis-
terial office. ‘The gospel minister is the
ambassador of Christ, commissioned to offer
in the name of his Divine Master toa world
estranged from Him by rebellion and sin,
merey, peace, and salvation. That it is his
daty to speak with authority, and not to he
terrified by the opinions or opposition of
wicked men. 2. That he may naturally
expect to meet with discouragements in his
work. That these may come from this
world in a state of enmity towards God—
from the malice of satan and even arisc in
himusclf. 3. That he may reasonably expect
many encouragements to sustain him; in
the interest which he would have in the af-
fections of his people—and from their sym-
pathy with him amid the trials and diflienl-
ties to which he might be subjected; in the
hope that his labours would not be in vain
in the Lord and in the promisc of the Greas
Master himself, “ Lo, I am with you al
way.” 4. That ic was his duty to seck te
be filled with the Spirit—to live to a loly
life—to be ever deing gooa. 5. To hea
diligent student of the word of God, and te
make all other studies subordinate to the
study of divine faith. 6. To be aman of
prayer. That he was appointed to a spe-
cial ana a most important work, and that
therefore he needed special grace. 7. To
take heed to himself and unto the doctrine :
To exhibit christian vefinement in his man-
ner, to be gentle and courteous in his inter-
course with his people, to be a burning and
a shining light in the congregation and in
the world, to be punctual to all his engage-
ments, and in cvery respect to adorn the
doctrine of Christ.

Mr. Ross addressed the people. He di-
rected them to love their ministers; to ee
tecn them highly for their work’s sake; to
attend regularly and conscientiously on
their public ministrations in the housc of
God and on their private ministrations from
house to house; to support their newly io-
ducted minister liberally, placing him bo
yond anxiety for the nccessarics and com-
forts of life, for this was the Lord’s require-
ment ; snd to pray for their ministers, for
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one another,and for the prosperity of Christ’s
work among them.

Mr. Walker then introduced Mr. Wattto
the people of the congregation, by whom,
as they retived, he was in the usual manner
eordinkly welcomed.

Mr. Stewart introduced him to the Ses-
sion, and thereafter his name was added to
the roll of Preshytery, and he took his seat
accordingly.

The ‘I'reasurer then came forward, and
in very neat and appropriaté terms apolo-
gized fur the smallness of the stipend in the
meantime, but expressed the hope that ic
was the curnest of better things to come,
then paid him his quarter’s stipend in
advance.

Mr Watt is a stranger in this country,
but wu irust that, like most Scotchmen, he
possesses the faculty of easily adapting him-
self to the cireamstances of his position.—
He will find the people of his charge, and
all through this country, naturally warm
hearted, strong in their attaclnnents, and
thorouplly Scottish in their instinets and
habits. He has also the advantage of hav-
ing for his colleague a venerable father,
whosc praise is in all the churches, and who
from Jong experience knows the require
ments and the kind of ministerial labour
which is best fitted to benefit the people.—
We trust that under the pastorate of both
the congregation will largely prosper.  Mr.
Watt is a praduate of the University of
Glasgzow. e camne out here last agtumn
with a commission to this Presbytery, from
the colonial committee of the Free Church
of Scotland. We thercfore congratulate
the congxreaation on being placed under a
colienate pastor, for whose thorough ortho-
doxy and aenuine Preshyterianism there are
such satisfactory guarantees.

Qur prayer is that the Lord may abund-
antly bless his labours, make him a burning
and a shining light, and finally award him
& place among *¢ The wise who shall shine
s the brightness of the firmament’” and “as
the stars for ever and ever.”

Mr. Sinclair, Probationer, was appointed
to supply Antigonish during the month of
April.

The following trials for license were as-
signed Mr. J 1. Murray, viz.—Lecture,
Romans v.12-19; Scrmon, Romans i. 16;
Homily, Ileb. xiii. 1; Exhortation and Ad-
dress, 1llch. vi. 4-6; Theology, Sauctifica-
tion, Church History—the fifth century,
Hebrew—first five Psalms; Greck, W. T.
ad ap. lib.

The Presbytery agreed to hold its next
meeting in Prince Street Church, Pictou,
on Monday, the 22nd April, for the visita-
tion of the congregation and for ordinary
business.

Jouw MaoKinxox, Clerk.

I Will go to Church

1. Because, if I do not I shall waste the
blessed Sabbath.

2. Beeause T have a soul to =ave by re-
ceiving the truth.

3. Because 1 have a God to serve in
whom I five, and move, and have iy being.

4. Beeause I need God’s blessing which
he bestows in his Church.

5. Because I shall meet God’s people
there.

6. Because my revered parents trod that
path to Heaven,

7. Because Christ calls, and will wel-
come me, also.

NOTICES, ACKNOWLEDGE-
MENTS, &c.

MISSIONARIES WANTED.

The Board of Foreign Missions of the Pres-
byterian Church ot the Lower #rovinces,
having been authorized by Synod to engage
the services of one or more Missionaries to the
New Iebrides, invite Ministers and Proba-
tioners to consider prayerfully the urgent call
for FEvangelists in that dark and destitute
portion of the earth.

Applications or letters of inquiry addressed
to the Secretary will meet with immediate
attention.

By order of the Board,
L. G. McGruGor, Sec'y 5.7 M.

Halifux, Oct. 24th, 1866.

The Treasurer acknowledges receipt of the
following sums for the schemes of the church,
during April:—

FOREIGN MISSIONS.
Grand River, per Rev.J. Ross........ £16.68
Loch Lomond, perdo.................
Knox Church, Pictou, per Mr. James

Patterson (additional) .... ... ...
E. Branch, E. River, per Rev. A. McL.

Sinelair. .. ..o e 70.00
Primitive Church, N. Glasgow (add'tl). 8.08
Mr. Isaac S. Murray, N. E. Margarce. .. 5.00
Sheet Harbour, per Rev. J. Waddell. .. 7.68

HOME MISSIONS.
Cong. of Barrington, per Rev.J. Morton.14.00
Rev. D). Morrison, Faté. ... ........... 400
Summerside, 1866, per Rev W. K. Frame 5.00
E. Branch, E. River, per Rev. A. Mcl.

Sinclair....... P eeene e 20.00
Prinitive Church, New Glasgow...... 65.00
Evangelical Society, Fish Pools........ 6 Q0
Prince Street Church, Pictou.......... 39.00

Mr. Isaac S. Murray, N. E. Margaree. . :
Per Rev. J. Waddell:

Sheet Harbour............... ... 1113
Quoddy ........ Ceereeeaaas [ X
Moser's River...... et 1.78
EDUCATION.
Rev. IX. Morrison, Faté................ 4.00
Summerside, 1866, per Rev W. R. Frame 9.18
Wallace, per Rev. J. Munro........... 3.50

Mr. Isdac 8. Murray, N. E. Margarec.. . 4.0
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DAY SPRING.? Mr. Alex. Archibald, Glenelg. .. ....... 15.00
Per Rev. T. Nicholvon, River Charlo, N B.: Musrs. Rogers & King, Montreal. . 4.00
Miss E. M. Fracer, Campbell- Rev. RS, Patterson, Bedeque. ... ... .. 4.00
OWIe oo e e e £5.10 Mr. Rober: Stewart, Rogors Hill., 8 00
Mr. A, MeNeisin, Point Laltin. . 2.92 Rev. P.M. \Ynmcun, st \reph\ s, N.B.1L00
Miss Grace Ferguson .. ....... 361 Robert Trotter, Esqy., Antigonish. . 15.00
Robert Gordon. ... ... .., 8.00 Per Rev. Wi, Alves, St )“h“v N B
Miss (. McMulan, Bathurst. .. 1.00 From Calvin Chure h St. Jobu..... .11.28
B MeMillan, Bathurst. ... 4.70 Rev. T, Nicholwon, I{n erCarlo...... 3.00
“« AMarzaret Forth, Abovne . 6.00 Reve AL Donald, Hammond. . ....... 1.50
“  Ann Gray, Floranis Point. 1.50 Rev. Jdames Fowles 'r, Bass River, N B... 5.00
Y Ann Dackie ... L 0.9 Mr. Donald Morrison, Mira ........... 2.50
&AL Calderwood, B. Charlo, 0.23 Wm. Buchanan, Evq., Syidney, C.B... . 15.00
i MeCormack, Bl Lands 4.55 Rev, James lhnnNm West River. ... . ‘20 00
o Ann Fraser, Becuminae. .. 6.45 Jdames Patterson, Fsq., Pictou.. . ... 3.50
“ Naney Cook, River Charlo 1.10 : Rev. James Law, Richibueto, N.R..... 20 00
d 4453 1 M S, McDonald, Leiteh's Creek, C-B. 2.50
Mr. Guorge G. Baird, per Rev. John L Rev. A. McL. Ninclair, Springville. . ... t.00
R 0.45 | Henry Stems, Esqo Traro... cee s 20.00
Sab. School, Erskine Church, Montreal, ———
wr Mr. Do MeKay. oo L 20.00
()I}dllll River, per Kov. dames Lo, .. . 1oy | Oficers (‘f the Prmmpal Boqrds. e
Loch Lomond, per do....o.. ... .o 633 Board of Iiducation.—R. P. Grant, ¥sq.,
Sab. S hool of St. Stephen’s Cong., N. B. Pictou, President ; A. McKinlay, Esq., Hali-
per Mro I Murray ..o ool e 12.00 | fax, Vice-Preside nt; John \{d\mLu Esq.,

Children ot Harop McKeen, Roger's Hill,
per Rev. Jo Themson. o000
Miss Aunn Fraser, Wentworth, per Rev.
JoMunro. ool L 1.45

Per Rev. G M. Clark:
Collected in Shelburne town.
Miss Ella Kelly...............83.50
“  Kate Fraser. .. ... e 2.37%
0 Mary Hogg o0 oL 2.35
Mr. David Fraser............. 3.00
Miss Maria G. Clarke.......... 2,46}
Collceted in Ohio Section.
Miss Catherine MeKay.. ..., 2.00
Br. Wentworth Bower. ... L. 3 56
Collected in Jordun.
Miss Libhie L. Martin......... 2.00
Collceted in Locke's fslund.
Miss Fosephine Allen..oooo.o 2.00
— 23.25
Rev. Win Murray's Cong., Cornwallis:
Col. by v~ Ada M. Dickie .. 32,624

= Joanna Newcomb 2.624
b Fdgar Ells....oooooo, 1.57

- Chas. K. Dickie... ... 1.72}4
- Miss Edith and Anoie
Webster. oL 4.37%
“ * Minnie Annand . 3.00
- % Christic Murray.. 2.63
— 18.57

The Treasurer acknowledzes receipt of 28
airs woollen socks from congregation of Ga-
rus, por Rev. Isane McKay, to be sold for

the benedit of the Foreizn Mission.

DYYMUNTS FOR THE RECORD.
The Publisher acknowledizes receipt of the
follown;, sums:

Mr. Alex. Fisher, Stewiacke. ..., .. 27.00
Mr. Wi McKenzie, River Dennis. ... 5.00
Rev. A. McL. Sinclair, Springville..... 5.00
Mr. P, Smithy Bedford.......... ... 0.60
Mr. A, G. Russell, Lunenburg. ... 0.50
Rev. AL Denald, Hammond, N.B...... 1.20

Pictou, Secretary.

Board of Superintendence of Theological
Hall.—A. Forrest, Evq., M. D., Halifax, Chair-
man; Rev. P. G. ‘\Ic(xrczor, Hama\ Secv

Board of Home Missions. — Rev. Me-
Kanight, Dartmouth, Chairman; Rev P. G.
McGregor, Halifax, Secretary.

Commiittee on bupplunmls —Rev. I Mec-
Leod, . D., Sydoey, Chairman; Rev. T.
bejge“uk I‘at.nna-muuhn, Secretary

Committee on Colportege.—~Rev. " T. Bax-
ter, Onslow, Convener.

Board of "Fored, ign Missions.—Rev.J. Qtuart.
New Glasgow, Chairman; Rev. P. G. Me-
Gregor, Hahfa\ %ecrotary

Committee on Statistics—Rev. A. McKnight,
Convener.

Synul Treasurer, ( Lxcept Widow's Fund.)
—Rev. P. G. McGregor, Halifax.

Receiver of Contributions to the Schemes of
the Church.—=James McCallum, E« ofPrmco
Ldward INand; Robert Sxmth Mer-
chani, Truro: A. K. Mackinlay, Esq., Talifax.

Receiver of Goods for Missions. — Kevs
}’ G. McGregor, Halifax ; Mr. George Haﬂtm.
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