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BY FLORENCE PERCY.

" Backward, flow Dackward, oh time, in your flight,
Make me & child again just for to-night ;
Mother come back from the echeless shore,

Take me to jpur heart'ns of yore ;

Kiss from my forehead the furrows of care ;
Smooth the long silver-threads out of my hair;
Ovet my flumbers your loving watch keep, —
Reck me to sleep, mother, rock me to aleep.

Backward, flow backward, oh tide of the years,
I am s0 weary of toil and of tears—

Toil wi\l,bout recompense, tears dll in vain,
Take them and give me my childhood again ;
Ihave grown weary of dust and decay,
Weary of flinging my soul wealth away ;
Wedry of sgwing for others to reap,

Rock me to sleep, mother, rock me to sleep.

Tired of the hollow, the base, the untrue,
Mother, oh mother, my heart calls for you,
Maay » summer the grass has grown green,
Blossomed and faded our faces between,

Yet, with strong yearning and passionate pain,
Long I to-night for your presence again.
Come from the silence so long and so deep,
Rock me to sleep, mother, rock me to sleep.

Over my heart in days that are flown,

Ne love like mother love, ever has shone ;

No other worship abides and endures,

Faithful, unselfish, and patient like yours;
None like 8 mothey can charm awsy pain,
From the sick soul and the world weary brain ;
Slumbers soft calm, o’er my heavy lids creep,
Rock me to sleep, mother, rock me to sleep,

Come, lét your brown hair, just lighted with gold,
Fall on your shoulders aguin as of old ;

Let it fall over my forehiead to-night.

Shading my faint eyes away from the light ;

For, with its sunny-edged shadows, once more,
Haply will throng the sweet visions of yeore,
Lovingly, softly, its bright hillows sweep,—
Rock me 10 aleep, mothes, rock me to sleep.

Mother, dear tother, the years have Bgen long,
Since T last listened to your lullaby song ;
Sing, then, and unto my soul it shall seomn,
Womianhoed's years have been only & dream
C'asped to your beart in & Joving embrace,
With your light lashes just sweeping my face ;
Novez, bereaftar, to wake or to weep,

Rock me 10 slesp, mothes, rock me tn aleep.
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Selet Literature,
VICTORIA STANTON.

BY L. AUGUSIUS BEALE,
e

(Concluded.)

death,’ ou, on, up to the almast imp!

they were

they charged

treat.

the suffering of his friend.
*Shall I send for your mother, Decatur ?’
“Yes, shé’ would rather be here.’ .
*And your sister?”

CHAPTER 1V,
*Exrare est humanum.’

A TALE OF LOVE AND WAR.

With that determined and terrific shout, peculiar
to New Eagland armies, they rushed forward ioto
the face of the helchiag csnnon, ‘into the jaws of]
ble breast-|now bit you must make ah effort to atone for your
works, iuto a shower of ball and shell., Not a man|sin to Decatur I think yoo love bim, I kaow you
faltered except soms that poured eut their life-blood

the

and fell by the way, but oa they they pressed a:
choering somtrgadof their gullant . Jeéder, Twice|and loviag girl thes.
sed by the decimating fire, but the

over the breast-works into the midst
of the rebel nest, taking & whole regimeni prisoners, |as
with all the guas and sammuaition, and & great
lquantity of army steres.  This had long been con-
sidered by the rebels one of their invuloerable strong- [jewel that is *eldom found in & woman's -heart
holds, and po preparations were made for a re-|thinks that I am and speaks o me, ‘My precious

anwo-ld:inyu back to me, distioguished characters that vislt us I’
¢ Now our professor wasn's & miser st all, and would net decsive you, George

Yes, poor Grace.” I shall not live to see them.’

|darling, I kuew
This brilliant action, as is well known, prevented tbou:: it is only in death. You will not leave me
the right wing of our army from falling into the(sgain 7 Then I tell him I will ot leave bim and|often trouble him to think that he was so situated
hisnds of the rebels, and beld them in check until he is satisfied. So Vic, you must come here imme-
Jackson arrived at night, when the attack on the
{rear was renewed, but too late to be successful.
Whean the night eame down upon the Seid of]
earnage, Colonel Lyon lay unders largs oak tree,
with the crigson tide of life ebbing from a wound
lin his shoulder. Robert Stanton was beside him, all
bis rough neture changed to womaaly tenderness by

Victoria’a-letfer was from her brother Robert, and
ran thas: =

*My pEag AND OyLY Sterxa: I thank God that
I can once more commupicute with you ; I pray you
do not doubs that I should be with you as socon as
this ean reach you, but that other and painful duties
detain me.

*I will hasten 10 inform you why I am so suddenly
at Washiogton.

‘Whea Southern despots and knaves (these are

proper terms) first ccoceived the flendish plan of
overturniug. our government the darkest
crime that ever d this sin-polluted earth, your
brothers weke struck dumb-—dombfounded, you
would say in Yaokeeland, but we held our peace,
hoping that some day we might be able to do great
service to our native country, and to his majesty the
American Eagle. We 5000 saw that we should be
impressed into service and our property conflscated
unless we join the Confederate army (and by the
way, sis, 1 thiok the oanly proper orthography is
cora-fed-eracy, for I'll be whipped if there's any-
thing to eat but maize in all rebeldom), ergo was
joined. Brother Joe was always the right smart
ehap of the family, Vie of course 80 he
bore off the palm (we are both colemels), by lead-
ing & whole regiment into & good place to be taken
prisovers, bug he was hurt, poor fellow, not seriously,
snd escaped by not being able to follow.

‘L am ashgmedto say that I ran away. But the
eream is at the bottom—everything gets turned up-
side down in my hends. The man I ran away with
was—guess who. One of the boldest, most um-
mitigated heroes of the war, a cool, daring Yaokee
who rode into our lines and threstened to court
martial the pickets, ballied them ont of the co unter-
sign, and learned the complete scheme of Jacksoo
and Lee, rode oat with a regiment of cavalry a: his
heels, and carried the information to McLellan,
saved the army of the Potomac. I followed him
to adwigistey proper chastisement, and soon found
myse.f in the Sibley teut'of Decaturjliyon, the most
intrepid and able soldier in the army of our Uncle
Sam. Of cpuree ‘McLellan considered himself onl
too lacky to find such & man to but into oommlnd’.
jund hie led & regiment through some of the most
brilliant actigus of the war,and was badly wound-
¢d by a ball in the shoulder.

‘This isu’tall, Vio. What is the tresble betwesd
you aad Decatar Lyon ? By all the flends in Top-
bet, if you are my sister; aud have 'illiéreated the
tnblest man on God’s earth, I will never speak to
you.again. - 1've got the Stanton blood as well os
you. 'He turned pale evety time I spoke of you, not
b sk griiin staMd i Bh SALING S take T Dy
want to know what. Of course I love you, but
wouldn’t blame Moses for getting mad about such a
thing. I am watching beside his bed. He has been
delirious for twenty-four hours;aad I persume I
bave learned what no oue in th& world kaows save
you iwo.

*Victoria, my only sister, what pewers of dark-
ness posdédsed you to link
of perdition, secessionists? I grew sick with the
mooatrous hogror J My sweet sister like these un-
sexed sherrebels | Forgive my harshuess, but you
know I was always kiad to. you, though always a

were full of his foudest

love you have
u used to

returns 1o conciousness before be dies. You can
sever have mine unless you do.

*Hopiog to see you immediately, I am the same
old sixpence,’

'hn-tiw,bmnllwu:“lsmn
and Aunt Myra vent to ask ;
‘Are you going with us, Victoria ¥’

‘It you supt, Brothet Robertis in Wash-

raelfl with those flends|partic

now and listen 10 wusealed heart of this noble man,|But it
vioce of their comimander rallied them forward and}and know as I do, the richness and iutensity of the|shirk of this matter from year
roed, you would never say again[off ” as he was
‘ » *Men cap never love as women|members of tha faculty the cost and tmubls ot enter-
de, forlpmuuhf-lontbavilllin in such|taining the special friends and patrons of

1 1I1_yon have hed peviress  havs """‘i , and
“‘Whydmn'tmﬂmm“dhhf.c.“:hm.&ﬁb in, 4

wishes to seq me,’ she replied in & tove|
farther

eutly he
many days :

and answered

ing, but we would go 0 his couch. I was not
pared for the dreadful change that grief and toil and [ugd polite, but csn she couverse
sickness bad wrought upon my cousin,
{:.m aod teil and pai

Marks
n were interlived

and ssid, with the first gleam of censiousness in

I shall never leave you, Decatur.’
A boly smile of contentment spread over the face| Adelane G., the yonug lady whom hehad seen some

of the invalid and he slept.

coavalescent.
persisted that it was

were no looger traitors

immediately return to his

different aspect wheu she found that ‘her

and rebels. Her wi

heart led her into error, and Love, the king of all
bearts, ruled with a septre of steel this loving maid-

They are to be married mext week, and he will( ¢ Intelligent—she

lot, very plain, but I value it for his sake.

COOK.

often bring about & match in othor cases, |
him in » peculiar dilemma. It seemed & whitu, that
rough, bruytal fellow, and I mean to be kind to ~ you|s necessity was laid upon him to get maeried. - Ho
was oge of the facalty of the College—all

professors were married and obliged to entértain
loved him very dearly befors the war, Your letters|distinguished visitors of the lustitation.

ises,—you were & swoet|always boarded.—Of course .it wasa’s expected
if you could be here|him thet he should ever give a party or &
began to be regarded as

0 that he couldn’t bear bis
diately, 90 thet you can ask his forgiveness if he re- |yet, what could be do?

in
10
pecaoiarily, to throw upou the

Somé years since, when I was in Califoruia; we
had amougst our * f‘e,!tz”.: peculiar
and as yet a character sui genoris. [
many years without & wife, and expected to live s0
always. Indeed,as he was the professor of mathe-

or
rather mean

ho

dived lhl:s&olu fo-lbly.

o 2 . I have been halfstarved to desth singe I

ed girl by his side why she changed her mind, she ° ¢

Ay Bob's. '(hreats of dragdfull1sh New York, and I want sosme dnd that eau cook

vengence that actually frightened her into relenting. o — hersqual

But we are of the opinion that secession wore s very|. . oo o0 this city. - Why, sir, she is & spleadid
cook.’

Buat Vietoris
with all her old persistence still dstermines to keep

the Govenor think of the lady ? “Sbe is handsoms
# % Doubtfil,” said
of | he to himsrif, « very doubtful ;' and so be tore wp the

upon/ucte. Alas, for & man oo the verge of mathimony !
festures, and I thought it was the ‘shadow of|In an hour or two, however, the Professor called on
death that sat so sternly on his brow. Victoria was|the President suyio

whiter thao he, when she saw all this, and taroed
for an iustant with & gesture of unspoken helpless-
ness toward her brother, who drew her to & seat at
the bead of the safferer. Annt Myrs was holdio
ove fovered hand in pale and patient silence. Pres-
his eyes and looked up at Viotoria,| Presiden

¢ I should like loL absent a few days.’

b said the President, ¢ jost st this time.’

my classes in readiness for the

xamioation, and I wish te go to New York.

* Has any death ocourred to the family," said the
. -

*No, sir," said the Professor, * but I have « little
matter of business there that requires my immediate

*Victori . ttentio t i

mild svords, Dot eur lang issadly destitute of l-?“)ﬂl, my darling. I thought you wounld|attention, and I thought it best
Aud she,the proud and wilful passion-flower of the|* and may you retarn safsly and not alove I

tropics, slid ber arm under his head, beat forward Professer

kissed his lips, as a true and loving wife might do,(than smiled, and left the President and hastened to

e 3
* You have my best wishes,” the President,
The almost smiled, but blushed rather

New York.

His first inquﬁ-y onhis arrival there was for Mise

years before at school, as we have mentioned.
* Why.' said the s ‘ the

Of course there is but little more to write. This| 'l 0y ' og -h'.'h..‘.. “"l Porhape you dea's
long estrangement was the ‘voknown sad stubborn = s, oie ¥’

|cause,’” which the doctor could not fathom, of the
brain fever, and this strange reunion was the only
cure. Jo two weeks Decatur was returnin
When he asked the quiet a

* A cook,’ said he, ¢ that is jost what . §. - wanted P’
¢ Ob I’ said the lady, * we thought you wanted some-

'w.u..u“" ean de that,for shescarcely has

I3 Aud bow does she 1ok 7

¢ She is the haodsomest cook in the city, tdo."
¢ Not quite that, I
‘but is she intelligeat

'.-“I:: " _or,
like anangel.” - . :
:Au-.--i,qbﬁt.n*

wm.mmumnu::‘v::km him, ¥ asun MM -
M“m can move her purpese to| * n's I ete ‘.
sccompany bim. *X thiok thet w ‘tm“ m e
Robert Stanton goes with them to take an  honor-| for youto call, aad her to ses you. be
able position uyoen she staff of General Sedgwig. d in her duties till then. ,“-“ w sl
Last evening we were walking by the side of the) 'ﬂlv:k then. M: m*
brook, Robers Stanten and I, snd ‘razm&- wished 10 300 her—gn oM wo-
wear his mothier’s ring until he came . 3 Ihllmhrm A TR
ihe one on my left k4nd, ouly & narrew golden circ- .M!‘m‘.“u*m'&“‘* ,,."’Pm

tho Professor. Tt

' | atapres £»
you Ponie viauew Las
THE PROFESSOR MABRYING. A| ‘Prolemor Mack, of Vieginie, if you. plosen,

Ay ‘was before him, and’ he

- Qﬁmg::&w

‘But do you know ‘my I
*Jt does not concern me whist you ate: now, bet

of the burden. And|what to de.
ust he get married? And n.;”l-::o:-mh.:n‘ mother, Professor.”

if 90, to whom ? H:hd "W‘:‘ "'z And I wish to have one ;. she can go (00.”
one in the vicinity of thn " by Matters were 3000 arranged as to time, place and
any special regard for him. In his younger days| ,;omony, aud tis being over the wers off for
he hed swus st school, o youug lady ic ibe city ofl yirginia—thio Profossor plesedd that he “Rad soived
New York, in whom he elt » peculiar interest |\ "0 rimonial p 50 easly, and the lady that
But of her he hadn’t beard: for years. Doubtlcss be"| 4 o was 0o longer st the world’s w“
"'MMN _m.:". wﬂ."'ﬁ“ ':.:’ Brave| 1. the country in Virginia grest ado ia made for
h’;i:, Gl;r.:..ml'm newly married couple. Gm:n-):‘-
reliey boagh, indesd, thers -'i!. of the Professor. some *
ety N “h':r?:nutbwyln advance, that Pro-
fo i e e o oald e loug. dulay, tor|iess0r Mack bad married & cook ?_What lady then
o iy wasat hand, ouly & few wi upon het? - But the Presiden advised |
off. - It was his turo or rather would: be if
wmatried, to give the great dinaer to the disti
that should be present on the




-

or two before,and was fully aqn&lcm in
to meet the exigency.
nvlnd ull eyes were fised on
Mack, inthe pr
of the Governor of Vir lu? " How in the Profes-
sor’s apgd the President’ o?. 'A‘nd what sort ;i az;:b‘l;
? set, and how would slre grace it u
it with digaily?
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