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ANNUAL MEETING.
At the Annual Meeting of the Halifax Visiting Dispen

sary there were present, among others, W. C. Silver, Esq., 
President ; Bishop Binney, Rev. Dr. Hole, Rev. Dr. Burns, 
Rev. Dr. Lathern, Rev. J. J. Teasdale, Rev. Robt. Laing, 
Rev. Frof. Forrest, Mr. W. H. Neal, Mr. James Farquhar, 
Senator Power, Messrs. H. H. Fuller, J. F. Kenny, Wm. 
Dunbar, A. M. Bell, F. C. Elliott, W. H. Harrington, W. 
Robertson, R. Taylor, and W. H. Wiswell, Secretary. After 
the usual routine, the President made a few remarks, stating 
that the Institution had gone on its way increasing its 
operations, as would appear in the amount of work done. 
He gave some of the leading facts, which are shown in the 
Reports, and concluded by calling upon the Secretary to read

THE DIRECTORS’ REPORT
For the Year ended December 31st, 1886.

The close of another year of work and progress, which 
under the Divine blessing have been favored with success
ful results, calls for deep thankfulness to Him Who rules 
and regulates all things. These results also warrant the 
Board in stating that the Dispensary, as a general Charity, 
is secona to none of the Benevolent Institutions in the city ; 
that it gives satisfactory evidence to contributors and bene-
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ficiaries of its groat usefulness and value, thus commending 
itself to the whole community.

The Directors feel confident that these opinions are fully 
sustained by the facts and figures contained in the practical 
and interesting Reports of the Medical gentlemen of the 
active staff, x.ho, with continuous effort and unabated 
attention to the Medical and Surgical requirements of the 
afflicted poor of the city and outlying sections, perform 
their several duties faithfully, and to the satisfaction of 
patients, friends and directory.

When it is remembered that the Physicians of the Dis
pensary receive fpr their extensive and skilful services— 
involving a daily round of visits and a regular attendance 
at the building—an honorarium which is a mere trifling 
acknowledgment, our citizens, it is expected, will certainly 
always do their part by supplying the funds needed for 
medicines and current expenses necessarily incurred 
annually in maintaining the Institution and carrying on its 
work.

Met
Sur
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Dr.
Dr.
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AMOUNT OF WORK BONK.

In addition to the gratuitous services of Dr. Dodge in 
the Eye and Ear Department as heretofore, the Dispensary 
has had the benefit of those of Mr. Simon D. McDonald, 
given voluntarily in the Dental Department during the 
year, who also kindly offers to attend to this portion of the 
work for a similar period.

Referring to the separate Reports of the Medical Staff 
for details and further information, the following summary 
is pres nted :—
Number of Patients Treated..............

“ Visits and Consultations
“ Prescriptions Dispensed
“ Teeth Extracted.............-

Toward those totals the Indoor Staff have contributed as 
follows :—
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4,160
11,941
15,955
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FOK DARTMOUTH BRANCH.

Dr. Smith reports number of Patients, 196 ; Visits, 582 ; 
Consultations, 159 ; Teeth Extracted, 20.

The demand upon the Medicine Guest has exceeded that 
of any previous year ; and as the Drugs are of the best 
description, and include most of the later additions to the 
materia medica, the bill for these is proportionally large 
and gradually increasing.

The common notion that “ anything will do for the 
* poor ” is therefore a false one so far as the Dispensary is 

concerned, both as regards the professional skill and labors 
of the Staff, and the medicines used and dispensed.

The Dispenser’s department shows the number of pre
scriptions made up to order of the acting staff of physicians 
as 15,037 ; to order o the consulting and other physicians, 
188 j supplied to the Dartmouth branch, 730; making » 
total of 15,955, and being an increase of 1,300 over last

CONSULTATIONS.

Medical Department, (Dr. Curry)
Surgical “ (Dr. Cogswell) ..........
Women and Children’s Department, (Dr.

McKay)..................................................
Eye and Ear Department (Dr. Dodge) ... 
Dental Operations (Mr. S. D. McDonald)

The Outdoor Physicians report as follows :—

Dr. Marshall, 1st North District 
Dr. Lathern, 2nd “
Dr. Lindsay, Central 
Dr. Fraser, South

Patients. Visits.
539 2124

821235
514 2166 
233 919

<<

<(

VISITS.
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The dental operations exceed by 200 those of 1885. In 
connection with all this work it might be expected, and 
has been said, that there is ground for complaints of 
neglect, delays, etc., but the Board have not received any 
complaints demanding investigation during the whole 
twelve months. And here it is to be noted that the 
Directors decline to be recipients of “ hearsay” reports, but 
will promptly and carefully enquire into and obtain proper 
explanations of substantial written charges preferred against 
the Dispensary in any section of its work or management.
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PartiERRORS CORRECTED.

Th
As some misapprehension exists also regarding the persons 

entitled to the benefits of the Dispensary, and some sup
porters and applicants have occasionlly been disappointed 
in this regard, the following by-law, which has been in 
existence from the inception of the corporation, is again 
published for getting information :

By-law VIII.

of th 
Treas

Th
lion 
nonq 
years 
that 
hithe 
this 1 

' suital 
the ci 
trust 
amou

■ “The physicians.shall reject such appli
cants as are not entitled to the benefits of the dispensary. 
The reasons for such rejection shall be entered upon the 
register.”

The parties not entitled, are persons able to pay ; the 
institution, as appears in the constitution, being established 
for the indigent sick poor.

1

ThIMPROVEMENTS, 1886.

Improvements and renovations were much needed in and* 
about the premises, in order to make them watertight, 
comfortable and clean, and to preserve the building from 
decay and injury. Contracts for repairs of the exterior, 
for painting, glazing, whitewashing, restoring heating 
apparatus and other fittings, were entered into, and carried 
out under the supervision of the Directors’ house committee, 
and judicious economy was duly considered in the outlay 
required. A portion of the building is still unfinished,
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and some of the objects of the Society are kept in abeyance 
for the reason that there has never been a surplus in the 
treasury wherewith to effectuate them. ,

This incidentally leads to the lflttter of 

FINANCIAL RESOURCES.

These are, as of yore, private subscriptions and donations 
of members and others, Dispensary Sunday collections, the 
Provincial grant and the corporation grants of the City and ^ 
Dartmouth, all too limited for extended and growing work.

This year (1886) especially shews a falling off in some 
of them, as will appear in the accounts of the Honorary 
Treasurer.

The Directors have to regret exceedingly the non-recep
tion of the city grant of $750 for this year, and the 
non-payment ot the balance of $1,000 voted in previous 
years. It has been discovered by the city’s legal adviser 
that such grants were not authorized by law, though 
hitherto a matter of agreement and expectation. To remedy 
this loss the Board have asked the City Council to obtain 
suitable legislation to enable the authorities to assess it upon 
the city. To this the civic fathers have agreed, and the Board 
trust it will have a retrospective bearing, so that the large 
amount due may not be lost to the institution.

The directors have much satisfaction in noting that for 
the first time the Provincial government have made public 
recognition of the value and standing of this Charity, in a 
comprehensive paragraph by the Chairman of the Depart
ment of Public Works, etc., and the publication of the 
dispensary reports of last year in the blue book.

THANKS.

In conclusion, the Directors tender sincere thanks to all 
subscribers, friends and sympathisers in this blessed work “ 
for God and man. This will, of course, include the clergy,
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Dr. McKay next read the Annual Report of the Medical 
Staff. A general summary of the statistical portion showed :

1885. 1886.
Patients Treated..............
Visits and Consultations 
Prescriptions Dispensed.
Teeth Extracted...............
Deaths................................

4,347 4,150
12,464 11,941
14,619 15,955

821
56

The above statistics show a slight decrease in the work 
performed by the Dispensary Staff during the past year, 
which was itself above the average.

The past summer was one exceptionally free from diarr
hoea disease, the number of such cases being only 95, as 
against 169 occurring during the previous year. The epi
demic of measles which occurred during 1885 seems to have 
subsided, there being only 16 cases reported this year, as 
against 55 last year.

An epidemic of whooping cough, which made its appear
ance late in the last year, continued through the early 
months of the year, making the number of cases 80 against 
56 occurring during the previous twelve months.

10

the press, and all private and public contributors and 
donors.

W. C. SILVER,
President.

W. H. WISWELL,
Secretary.

After brief remarks by several gentlemen the report was 
^ adopted, on motion of Rev. Dr. Burns and Mr. W. H.^Neal.

REPORT OF THE MEDICAL STAFF.
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d That dread disease diphtheria still prevails, and adds to 
our mortuary list, yet it may be said that the cases do not 
appear to be of such a serious njittyje as heretofore, an<J are 
amenable to treatment. Two more cases are reported this 
year than occurred during the past year, yet only 3 deaths 
are recorded, whilst there were 8 deaths from diphtheria 
last year. This disease is distributed more generally than 
in previous years, and attention is once more called to the 
necessity of better sanitary inspection and the enforcement 
of sanitary regulations.

The death list is 2 less than lust year, although many of 
the cases treated were of a chronic nature.

The Medical Staff desire to thank the directors for having 
improved the Dispensary by painting the interior, giving it 
a thoroughly clean and neat appearance, so that it compares 
favorably with any building of a similar nature.

The janitress performs the duties necessary to her position 
to the satisfaction of the Staff.
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!1 EYE AND EAR DEPARTMENT.'6

k Dr. Dodge read his Report as under :—
During the past year I have had in the Eye and Ear 

Department, 146 cases. The figures are somewhat less than 
usual. I have attended only those patients who were pre
sent when I made my visit ; and when they were disposed 
of, I left. As usual, all who required an operation were 
attended to.

f,

r-
is
l-
re
is

STEPHEN DODGE, M. D.
Dec. 31st, 1886.r-
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DENTAL DEPARTMENT.

During the past yèartïOV'pàtrtflats have been treated in 
the department.

In previous reports this would about represent the numbef 
of teeth extracted. But, believing with the majority of 
dental practitioners, that extraction should be the last- 
resort, 1 have endeavored, as far as the limited time and 
instruments at my disposal would admit of, to preserve 
teeth, by treating my patients through the most active 
stages of inflammation, and after a few days have them return 
for final treatment, and thus have their teeth retained in 
a healthy and comfortable condition for years to come.

This treatment is particularly necessary when we consider 
that this class of patients could probably never afford to 
have those organs replaced by artificial dentures, and that 
through loss of teeth they are deprived of their only 
means of proper mastication Ifcd assimilation of food, and 
with this loss comes impaired digestion and the evils that 
follow in its train.

I endeavor to impress upon my patients the necessity of 
coming on the first approach of pain, when a great deal of 
suffering as well as extraction could be avoided. But, as » 
rule, they present themselves at the institution after the 
application of all the home remedies (often dangerous ones) 
have failed, and when the prostration produced by days 
and often weeks of suffering and inability to take proper 
nourishment, places the diseased organ beyond the ordinary 
means of recovery, and extraction is unavoidable. Often 
patients present themselves suffering excruciating pain and 
insisting on the removal of a tooth, and sometimes many 
teeth, when the cause is remote from the point of irritation', 
as in cases of pregnancy, acidity of the system, neuralgia, 
&c. In such cases I have by the use of one of the
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obtuuders used iu dentistry, been enabled to control the 
pain, and tided over my patient until normal conditions 
were established, and thus preserved to them their teeth for 
future usefulness.

8. I). MACDONALD, Dent hi.

i
• i

r Oil motion of Dr. Bums, the thanks of the meeting was 
tendered to Drs. Dodge and McDonald for their services.

On motion of Mr. Elliot, the Medical Reports were 
received and adopted.

The Hon. Treasurer, .1, B. Kenny, Esq., presented the 
Statement of Receipts and Expenditures, See., hereafter 
printed.

On motion of Hon. Senator Power, the Accounts were 
received and passed.

A separate Report by Dr. Lindsay, which should have 
been made to the Directors, was read, and elicited a debate 
on the present status of the Consulting'Physicians. Even
tually, Bishop Biuney and Dr. Burns submitted the 
following motion, which was adopted :—

“ With reference to the Resolution of last year, respect
ing the Medical Board, to which no response was given by 
the parties chiefly interested, the Board of Directors be 
requested to take further steps towards giving effect to that 
resolution.’1
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The same Directors, adding Mr. George Mitchell in place
elected, and the meetingof Mr. W. D. Harrington, were

adjourned.<
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Neurosis.........................
Nipples fissured ....
Nephritis....................
Malaria.................
Odontalgia.................
Opthalmia.................
Orchitis.....................
Otitis..........................
Ovaritis.....................
Ozœna,......................
Opacity of Cornea....
Onychia......................
Puerpural Fever.. ..

Parametritis.............
Paranhymosis...........
Parulis.;..................
Parturition...............
Paronochia...............
Periostitis..................
Peritonitis.................
Pregnancy, diseases of
Pertussis........
Pharyngitis ..
Phlebitis........

1 Phthisis.......
Phymosis ....
Piletryiasis................
Pruritus.....................
Pleurodynia..............
Pneumonia...............
Polypus nasi..............
Prurigo.......................
Pleuntie.....................
Poisoning..................
Psoriasis.....................
Purpura.....................
Pediculi....................
Prostrate Hypertphy,
Ranula............
Rachitis.........
Rheumatism ..
Salivation.......
Scabies............

Gastralagia................
* Gastritis.....................

Gelatio.......................
Glossitis....................
Goitre........................
Gonorrhoea................
Gingivitis..................
Homatemesis............
Hæmoptysis.............
Haemorrhoids ..........
Hæpatic congestion..
Hemicrania ..........
Hernia.......................
Herpes........................

“ Zoster.............
Hydrocele..................
Hydropcephalus .... 
Hypochondriasis ....
Hysteria.....................
Icterus ......................
Influenza....................
Injuries.......... *.........
Insanity.....................
Iritis...........................
Iris, wound of.. .. 
Inflammation, middle

ear
Indigestion................
Keratitis ..................
Laryngitis..................
Leucorohoea..............
Lumbago................
Lupus.........................
Mastitis......................
Meningitis Tubercular
Menopause ...............
Metrorrhagia............
Morbilli.....................
Myalgia.....................
Menorrhagia..............
Necrosis....................

“ of auditory
canal............  ...

Neuralgia...................
X
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Wrong address.......
Able to come...........
Able to pay............
Another Dr. in attend 
Sent to Hospital .. . 

do. Poor House, 
do. Infants Horn

Transferred.............
Out when visited ... 
House locked, patien 
'* in liquor saloon. 

Improper case for
treatment.........

when seen ... 
fore seen .. .Died be

Varik.........
Varicella 
Verucæ ....
Vertigo.......
Vermes .... 
Vaginitis 
No diagnosis

3 2— ^ 1*0

Casks Untiœ.vvkk

■

Scarlatina.........
Scrofula..............
Sonectus.............
Shock.........
Spinal Caries.............
Sprains and Strains..
Stomatitis..................
Stricture of Uretha..
Synovitis...................
Syphilis.....................
Suppuration, Mdl. Ear
Strabismus..........,...
Staphyloma...............
Tabes mesenterica. ..
Talipes........................
Tinea capitis..............
Tinea tonsurans.........
Tongue tie.................
Tonsillitis...................
Tumours....... .............
Ulcer......... ;..............
Urine, incontinence of
Urticaria....................
Uterus, diseases of ..
Urethretis..................
Vaccinia.....................

16

Alcohol! 
Apoplex 
Aetheni: 
Bronchi! 
Bright s 
Burn .. 
Cardiac 
Cancer c

do.
do.

Convulsl 
Diphthe 
Emphys 
Hepatiti 
Hydroct 
Maras m 
Meningi 

do. 
Obstrue 
Pertussi 
Phthisis 
Pneu mo 

.Senectu 
Typhoid
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1

Districts.

Diseases.

Alcoholism ................
Apoplexy...................
Aethenia................
Bronchitis.................
Bright s Disease.........
Burn..........................
Cardiac Disease.........
Cancer of Breast.......

do. Stomach ,.. 
do. Bowels

Convulsions................
Diphtheria .... .......
Emphysema................
Hepatitis...................
Hydrocephalus...........
Marasmus.................
Meningitis.................

do. Tubercular 
Obstruction of Bowels
Pertussis ..................
Phthisis.................
Pneumonia................
.Senectus.....................
Typhoid Fever..........

Total Deaths... .50

I) K A T H S.
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V

HOSPITAL SUNDAY COLLECTIONS, 188G. 1

St James’ Mission..........................
Tabernacle Church.........................
Bobie St. Methodist Church........
Granville St. Baptist Church........
St. George’s Church......................
St. Paul’s Church...........................
St. Luke’s Church..........................
Bishop’s Chapel..............................
St. Mark’s Church.................... .
St. Andrew’s Church.....................
Grafton St. Methodist Church.......
African Methodist Church............
Beech St. Methodist Church........
St. John’s Presbyterian Church.... 
Brunswick St. Methodist Church. 
Charles St. Methodist Church ....
St. Peter’s Ch urch, Dartmouth.......
Christ Church, Dartmouth............
Park St. Church..............................
African Baptist Church..................
St. Matthias’' Mission......................
St. Mary’s Church...........................
St. Patrick’s Church.......................
St. Joseph’s Church.......................
Church of' the Redeemer..............
Bedford Presbyterian Church.......
Chalmers’ Church...........................
St. John’s Village Church.............
St. Matthew’s Church.....................
St. Janies’ Church, Dartmouth.......
Fort Massey Church.......................
Kaye St. Methodist Church...........

$ 4 02
8 00

Balanc 
City G 
Provin 
Dartm 
Collect 
Interer 
Hospit 
Special

II

8 50
30 00 
56 00 

161 15 
140 00 
42 11 
51 01 
34 4(5 
18 00

4 00 u
4 00

12 00 
52 93 
26 00 
38 00 
26 78 
31 00

Salary

Drugs
it

Fuel a 
Water 
Insure 
Printi 
Repaii 
Gleam 
Miscel 
Bailin'

4 00
3 00

. 272 00 

. 84 25 
. 29 20. 
. 20 00 

4 65 
. 25 00 * Exam:

5 21
100 00 

17 00 
50 00

Hal

To be 
Re<|ui

41

5 00

$1397 27
j. F. KENNY, Hon. Treasure.r. L

;



■ HON. TREASURER’S ACCOUNT.
For the Year Ended December 31, 1886.

Receipts.
&W79 90 

500 90 
4"0 00 

60 00 
139 00 

60 33 
1397 27 . 
150 00 

10 00 
10 00

Balance forward from 1885 ......................................................
City Grant................................................................ ...............
Provincial Government Grant..................................................
Dartmouth Town Grant.............................................................
Collected by Messrs. Fuller. Taylor, and Robertson.............
Interest on Deposit Receipts.....................................................
Hospital Sunday Collections............................................ ■ • • • •
Special Contributions— General Lord Alexander Russell....

“ “ His Grace the Archbishop................
Major Marshall..................................
Mr Frank C. Cragg..........................
J. Scott Hutton, from Deaf Mutes

residing in the city.......................
Amateur Theatrical Fund per Capt. 

Addison, R. E.................... ..........

it

1 00n
n

10 00
itu

18 67
S

Expenditure.
606Salary of Dispenser and Dentist....... ............

“ Visiting and Attending Physicians
*• Secretary...........................................

Drugs and Medicine Account for 12 Months..
“ “ Extras this year........... .

Fuel and Gas....... ..................... :.......................
Water Rates to May 1, 1887....... ....................
Insurance for 12 Months at Acadia”..........
Printing, Advertising and Stationery..............
Repairs, Painting, &c.......................................
Cleaning Morgue, &c........................................
Miscellaneous Expenses..................... ;..........
Balance, including Endowment Legacies....

<•

14

«6126 17* Examined and found correct. 
Kobt. Taylor,
Wm. Dunbar,

| Auditors.

J. F. KENNY, Hon. Treasurer.
Halifax, Jan 2,1887.

APPLICATION OF BALANCE.
8600 00 

250 00 
2700 00

To be invested for Endowment.... 
Required to pay Liabilities, 1885-6 

“ for Current Expenses, 1887.
$3550 00

Leaving a deficit of $263 71.
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•S INSCRIPTION;», 1886.
£«“• Wd Alex.
*y>r Marshall
AJuSp<,f*VTO»^'.'::

uït’”
r'1."- Senator |>0 
Robert Taylor 

£*• Fuller 
Wm. Dunbar 
The Mayor
nr Benny
n’ Wfawell S0"1» * -Miller 
Pickforri & Black 
Bron-n & Webb

?aas ‘ o-
Michael Dwyer
j.s.1S£;°pofI1-»^:::
James Scott ..........

*KMKy*~* 
SS6WA»-

* Davidson Bros. ............

........
off/.CoIeman 
Peter JackaCKin‘fl-V
B- W. Fraser 
Geo. Mitchell 
^ C. Allen & Co 
James Fraser "
,• ,M. Brookfield
John X.yie 
Allot. Stephen
"• Cronan
tï'SïSS*8»
r A; chi pm anîSiükr

p ®teyner 
"• Morrison
Capt. E. O’Bryan

UTSS**

Russell
I Thomas Bayne 

Mosher
Deaf Mutes in 

Hutton
810 00

1 00- c‘ty. pprj.’a
:8
I gsa?

IS : &,ii«4 00 i !,,' ?• 5’ Benny
s i fi- KSVs ! ftWES*

j f B- Daly 
1 ■ Arch bold

y*T2£8”*
M. 1. Black

10 00<1 00wer 2 00Ô 00
0 00
5 00
2 00
5 00
> 00
5 00
5 00 
•1 00 
5 00 
j 00 
5 00 
5 00 
5 00

.........  io oo !
.......  V• 10 00
........... 10 00
........... 10 00
••••/••• 10 00 

1C 00 10 00
. ** I psrlc"'

M I Chisholm 
00 Jmrus Hart 
oo i v* Î1* ^Mgow 
00 I *: D. Corbett

5 oo I h’*i P''111 is ter
?« £?£&**>** 

00 Austen Bros.
P&H ,n & Al'8Win 
» eter Hogan

Oo Clayton & Sons 
J. Cornelius 

™ A'ex. Dunn 
00 1 P; P, O'Connor 
5? I Win. Roche, Jr.
™ j John White 
W J §cil'y& Davidson
™ ! M- Brown 
2? ! Mm. Crowe

•’> 005 00
6 00 4 00

4 00
4 00
4 00
4 00
4 00
5 00
3 00
4 00
2 003 00 

5 00 3 00
2 005 00 4 00
5 00
2 00
5 00
û 00 •
4 00
2 00 *
2 00
2 00

uV *!* Banisteod 
1 ,’£• D. Deblois 

A. W. Redden 
Stephen Tobin
k sia.*-»

Amateur Theatricals, 
Addison, R.e.

2 00
2 00

00

00
00

0(1Per Capt.
18 r, :
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