
CIHM
Microfiche
Series
(IMonograDhs)

ICMH
Collection de
microfiches
(monographies)

Canadian Instituta for Historical Microraproductions / Instltut Canadian da nticroraproductions Matoriqiiaa

1994



Tht Imtitirta has atlnnpitd to obtain the bw« orifiMl

copy atMilaMa for fHaning. Faatorat of tfUteo^ ««Mali

OftfM inv r^pfOMmioiVv Of iviiian may
of fuming, aia

L'Imtitiita

luiaM
wiciefilwi* la maiWa«r aKawpiaiw qu'il

dtoiltdaoat

iiHiiinpipliliiMa, ^lii pawiaii i

.ouqni

0Colo«irad aovara/

Couvartiwada

Covan

Cevan rastoiad and/or laminatid/

Coiwaftiw ratlwifia atfao paiieulia

CoMT titia niiMin§/

Utitradat

Coloiifad
Carta*

n

Coloofad ink (i.a. othar than Mia or Maek)/

Enera da ooolaiir (i.a. autia qua Waoa ou noiro)

Coloorad platai and/or iihotratiom/

nanchai at/ou iHustratioiM an

Bound with othar material/

awac d'aotrat ^

Ti#it bindinf may cauM ihadom or dittortion

aloni interior martin/

La raUura mrrte paut eaoMr di I'ombra ou da la

distortion la long da la i

within tha MM. Whanavar possiMa, diasahava

litapaMtquaeartainaspagssWanahas iliootta

slataxta.

mais. torsqoa eeto ftait possiMa. em paiasn'om
pm ala fMmias.

D Additional commants:/

Commantairat fuppMmantairat:

n~l Colourad pam/

andAar laminated/

at/JBo psWieiiHai

dbeoloiirad. stained or fomd/

HShowthroufh/
Treniperenee

Quality of print varies/

Qualit* inifale de I'imprassion

Continuous pegination/

Pagination continue

Includes indexles)/

Comprend un (des) index

Title on heedei taken from:/

La titra de I'en-ttle previent:

Title pep of issue/

Pisgedetitre deleft

Ceptionof

Titreded*

I
1
Mesthead/

•tsua/

dtpart de la liweison

Ginifique (piriodiques) de le livreison

This item is fHmad et the

Ce document est filmi au

reduction retio checked

teuK de reduction IndiquI

10X

CI
14X lax

12X itx aox

ax 26X XX

24X 2tX
]

22X



TiM copy fllmad hw hM bMn reproduced thanlu
to tho gonoroaity off:

National Library of Canada

L'axcmplaira ffllm« ffut raproduit grtca A la
gin4roaMda:

BibiiotMquo nationala du Canada

Tha imagas appearing hara ara tha boat quality
poaaibia eonaidaring tha condition and legibility
of the original copy and in keeping with the
filming contract spacificationa.

Original copies in printed paper covere are ffUmed
beginning with the ffront cover and ending on
the last page with e printed or lllueMrted impree-
slon, or the bacic cover when appropriate. All
other original copies are ffllmed beginning on the
firat page with a printed or illuatrated Impree-
sion. and ending on the lest page wMi a printed
or illustrated impression.

The lest recorded freme on each microfflcho
shall contain the symbol -^ (meening "CON-
TINUED"), or the symbol (meaning "END"),
whichever applies.

Maps, plates, charta, etc., may be filmed at
different reduction ratios. Those too large to be
entirehf included in one expoeure are filmed
beginning in the upper left hend comer, lefft to
right and top to bottom, aa many framee ee
required. The following diegrams Illustrate the
method:

Lse imegee suivantee ont «t« reproduites avec le
plus grand soin, compte tenu do le condition et
do la nettet« de I'exemplaire film«, et en
conformit* evec lea conditions du contrat de
ffHmage.

Lee exemplalree originaux dont la couverture en
papier est imprimte sont f)lm«s sn commenfant
par le premier plat et en terminant soit par la
demMre page qui comporte une empreinte
d'Impreaaion ou d'lNustration, soit par la second
plat, salon le caa. Toua las autrea aKemplairaa
originaux aont fHmfc en commen«ant par la
premMre pege qui comporte une empreinte
d'impreealon ou dlNustration et en terminant par
la demMre page qui comporte une telle
empreinte.

Un dee symbdes suhrants apparattra sur la
demMre image de cheque microfiche, seion le
cas: le symbde —^ signifie "A 8UIVRE". le
symbole V signlfle "FIN".

Lee cartes, planches, tableeux. etc., peuvent Atre
film4e A dee taux de rMuction dlff«rents.
Lorsque le document est trop grand pour Atro
reproduit en un aeui clichA. 11 est fUmA A partir
do I'angle supArieur gauche, de geuche A droite.
et de haut en baa, en prenant le nombre
d'images nAcessaire. Lea diagrammes suhrants
Uiuatrent la mAthode.

1 2 3

1 2 3

4 5 6



MKMCOrV MMWnON TBT CHAIT

(ANSI and ISO TEST CHART No. 2)

1.0

1.1

lift

Itt

u J

M
IU

•» •>

|Z8

112

IM

23

2.2

2.0

1.8

1.25 i 1.4

I
1.6

Jmm

/APPLIED BVHGE Inc

1653 Edit Main Straal
RochMtv. N*w York 1 4609 USA
(716) 4a2 - 0300 - Ptiom

(716) 288 - 5889 - Fox



•--ir,**ja"t^

THE

PropJiecy •« Olivet
or

Th« Sign of His Coming

^. J. ROSS

^^^^H^^^^Hfa'um^B^H^l L.— —aSL- -
'-.

ViHMHiF'^^HIIhbhii HHHBi H1
1H| ^H1 jHEf^^

1ISSUERS ^^RRS^^KS!SS^^3£fS^"^,v'iti1imp



,„*--*''/'—--

The Prophecy on Oh
or

Tbe Sign o{ His G>miiig

Xd'^

BY

J. J. ROSS

TORONTO

L. S. Haynbs Prbss, Pubushixs

50a YONGB StRBKT



m^6
Kfc7

/ #



NOTE

"The Prophecy on Olivet" wu dvMvered m
one of the monthly public lectures in the Bible
Training School, 110 College Street. Toronto,
on March 15th; 1900, and ia published in this
form at the request of a number who heard it.

There are many phases of truth in this pro-
phecy relative to our Lord's second coming,
which have been completely passed over in
this study, su::h as the manner, the purpose,
the results of His coming and the doctrine of
rewards and punishments at His coming, all
of these aspects of the subject having been
taken up in the previous lectures.

JJ.R.

#
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Introductory

TE prophecy on Olivet according to

Matthew ia recorded in chapters

twenty-fonr and twenty-five; accord-

ing to Marie in chapter thirteen* and accord-

ing to Lulce in chapter twenty-one. The
prophecy itself cannot be studied with safety

without a clear understanding of the events

that led up to and occasioned its utterance.

These events all took place on Tuesday, the

third day of the passion week (Matt. 21 :18-28:

89). On Sunday, the first day, there was the

triumphal entry into Jerusalem, the .brief af-

ternoon visit to the temple, the looking around
upon all things therein, and the withdrawal
to Bethany in the evening (Mark 11:11). On
Monday, the second day. He returns to the

* temple, cleanses it by driving out the traf-

fickers, heals the sick, and, contrary to the

wish of the Pharisees, accepts joyfully the

Hoeannahs of the children. That evening He
returned to Bethany. On Tuesday wftsee

Him in conflict with the Jewish rulers. He
returns to the temple and His authority is

challenged. He gives answer by, first, a

counter^iuestion regarding John, a negative

reply to which they could not give, and a
positive answer to which they would not give.

Then said Jesus '* Neither do I tell thee by
what authority I do these things." Then He



Miwers them by three parables. Intbe firat

'

the parable of the two ««». they are aade"o

^^11 *^**'^7° ««'J* (21:28-82). In the aec

mtkl^ ?*""• "^ *^* vine-dreaeer, they aremade to uecree and publish their own pnnish-ment (21:88-40). In the third, the par^We of

tJeir ol°"?7''''!r'*^^^*" made to seetheir o^ fate, and also the fate of those

:^"y(&r '""' *"^'"' ^" ^-^^-'

nJi'l-i^fK°**
""^ *^* authorities has sig.naUy failed but more subtle weapons may sue-

cess but they v«ll at least try. They wiUspnng upon Him some hard questions which.

^
He attempts to amiweron the spur of themoment. wiU compromise Him. This now istheir only hope. The first question was oo!

^8 /^Ti'"?^>;''
"^^^-^ ™ -"-^t^^

CZ8.88). The third was theological (84-40). Soclear were His answers to these questions thatthe questioners found themselves entangled

fro« r*i M^' .'m*"""^'
*^'y were drivenfrom the field, wh. e the multitudes marveled

at Hi. teaching. It i.no^ time to question

gcther. The question that Jesus asks is cer-tam y a puzzling one. its character being Me^manic It is taken from the Old TesUme^

^Z?7H.f"\*'.*^ -trongly belTeve

h!^.** J^t
''•'^^ ^^* ^^"•*' whose Son isHe? The question is intended to teachthem that if they would take their idea of the
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MeMiah from the Scripture, of which they

were proud to boast, they would have no diffi-

culty in recognizing the One who stood before

them as the Christ, for whom they hoped.

They will not repent and receive Him as the

Christ and again they are abashed and si-

lenced. '* So that no man was able to answer

Him a word and neither durst *^any man from

that day forth, ask Him any more questions.**

The scribes, Pharisees, Herodians and

lawyers are all silenced and there is a lull in

the proceedings. He turns to the multitudes

and the disciples, and though in the presence

of the authorities, He warns them against

their spiritual guides. His last address upon

that occasion, as found in chapter twenty-

three, is a most scathing one. He charges

four things upon the Jewish authorities and

pronounces eight woes against them. He
charges them with inconsistency, despotism,

ostentation and pride. Then He denounces

them for the most hateful of all the abomina-

tions, hypocrisy. They are religiously ex-

clusive, spiritually blind, legal in trifles, law-

less in matters of importance, outwardly

pious inwardly impure, making great pre-

tence of reverence for the dead prophets,

while at the same time hating and killing those

who were alive and among them.

His public ministry is now ended. The
kingdom has been offered to the nation and

they have rejected it. He is about to leave

the temple for the last time, but before taking
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Hi. final deufcrture He does two thingi which
«revery.jrnific«,t. Fir.t, He lamSr hegreat .in of the nation (chap. 28:87). Aday or

S« n?fu
'^^^'^ "^ «''«^«^ o^**- her. Thewnof the nation wa. twofold. They hated

Jit^v-iwl^i""'
God'.n,e«enger.. "^"Thouthat kUleat the prophet, and .tonct them thitare wnt unto thee." Thi. .in i. eepecially

charged upon the holy city, because there the

eccrl'Tf "*' ^^"^ *^^ cognizance ofeccle. aatical matter.. It i. true that thi.
council had not now the power to put anyman to death, but. they killed the prophet, in

itie. on to murder them. The nation hadateo refused and rejected the Mesaiah. " How

indVr K
' " * ^'° «»thereth her chicken,under her wings and ye would not. "

Killing
the prophet, wa. a .in again.t remedy; Se

Tn™' ^''T^''^^^^^'
the true Messiah was a•in without nioedy.

t.W-!?T,^
"ienificantactof Chrht beforetaking a,.lw of the temple and it. .,.tem

««th " ?.""" "'' " ^"-^ '• He thatCometh 10 the name of the Lord." When He

My Father'. houM," becauae He thought of

V-
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God, Hit Father, as the nation** theocratic
King. When He cleansed the temple the sec-
ond time He apoke of it as " My houae," for
then He presented Himself n the nation's
theocratic King. Bnt now, He says, ''your
honse," because Israel would none of Him.
Three things in this prediction must be care-
fully noted. In the first place He conjoins the
nation's desolation with the withdrawal of His
presence. ** Behold, your house is left unto
you desolate." And suiting the action to His
word. He left the temple forever. Then He
conjoins the restoration of the nation with
Israel's repentance and their new welcome of
Him as the true Messiah of God. " Ye shall
not see Me henceforth, till ye shall say.
Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the
Lord." According to this the nation is pro-
mised then, a vision of Him again, but only
on the ground of their national repentance.
He makes clear also, that between the desola-
tion of the nation, which He makes one with
His absence, and the restoration of the
nation, which He conjoins with His presence,.

^ there will be an indefinite period during
which time they would not see Him again.
During this.interim as He afterward explains,
their city would be violently trodden down of
the Gentiles, the whole nation given over to
the sword, and her people subjected to the
rule of foreign powers.
Keeping these three things in mind, we

will see them unfolded, described and related
in the prophecy we are about to study.
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INTRODUCTOKY

bUck bwk kJS„ ' Ld I
"">""^ «•

wiodfag lo^ of oi'iv" rs* "* •"*•"
B«th«iiy. Th, jilI- r "*" '*•' »<»«rd
^1 .tat He tad Jr«i-.r .""' »'»• "«

round a quick turn in tta r^ ? v*'**"'*'n»de then, face -e.*™,^ "f. """cIi <Uui«.t

intoriew. Tta IS.V? '""'"'»'="» •>«'«
to tta^J^^^'Z cT/i^"u'"-"»oot be/ore tJiem, ,ad tfc! ti ' i*

'*'' •«"«•'>

with it.|rildi&°,re Ju.5"''"' *• *•""»'•

tta setting ,un 1^ ^?r"'*J" "" "«" of

!»«• I''fti».Hi.'b"„T,^^,fS.'T'f'.-
•t» temple He nid '"ri,!. I .**"t» "d
tare one .tontCn Jo.h? S^'""' * '««
thrown d«„,." ThuTae * .""' •""" »«' ««
tion', deetruction. the .~.a

"""?'* «"• "-
•lory ud tta OTerth~ ^^ ''^"« »* 'er
in blood. But rted?.^,

"'*'"""'«"« 'Wteu. .

;n»orm.«o„^"us^Krecr:„T:r% '""
four of then, interview HimTh.

'""*'"«•
Him privately with jT^ ••

^"oypproach

tieaignof Thy comL. i i
'Wiat,laU be

tion of the age?" Th * 1' "" <=o»«"mma.
o«r Lord', reply ^ a^ITf''^ °° O'"" i.

tieir inverted ^der 4, "^ .^"'•"•" '»

«*>e«cond.,„d'ie«f^/°»''«""«r the firat
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AR^^^uZ'Tcfy^^" '''''"^^* Matt. 24:86-
48; Mafk 18:82-37; Luke 21 :84-86.

25S0*
^''"''"''"•^^^" '^''»"«*'. Matt. 24 :44-

IV. The Event Itself as it relates to the
nattOMs o/the earth. Matt. 25 :31-46.
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I.

The Negative Sign of Hi. Coming

C„^l"*
"^**''' *'"°' ""• Si«n of oor Lord'.Commg Wh,t n the ri», of Th, comm/?"the daciple, uked Jeeuk He. percei.ui.'he

denser of th«ir being led ..tr., by^ '.^1

firet. negebrely; ,nd «cond, poritively. We

Hienegetireeittwerie found in Ter«. 4 toM.ncl»i„. There ^ecertein-evenHhichHe w.™ the d»cip.e. .gdnet tekingJ^of di. near epproech. He finrt mention.ST
.ppe.»nce of feh, Chri,t^ " For »«rih.n~«e .n My ».«,.. „yi„g. I an, the"'rS

"

T w."^/* "»' *'°" » «"««! expecSSonthat the Me..iah wonld «»„ come. He hS««"e. but the nation had rejec ed ntThere wefe tho« who. aobitiou. to make f^«iem«lv.. a name, took advantai^" thi«tn.t.on and «t them«lv.. npa, pae'^doV^

ter. who appeared between W) and 70 A D^There wa, Theuda.. who w,. defeated brCo.p,«., and Fad... who^ def "ted by-Fehx. «,d .till another who wa. overthrow?
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by FettQt. Dotthent said that be wm tbe
propbet foretold by Moms, wbile Magm
claimed tbat be was the great power of God
Most High. Up till tbe last moment on that
8tb of Sept.. in 70 A.D.—that fatal day on
which the holy city was destroyed, thonsandn
would not surrender, believing that the Mes-
siah would come with deliverance, and since
tbat time there have been many such pre-
tenders. History is full of them. Inl82,A.D.
prior to the final dispersion of the Jews, the
Doctor Abika gave full place to the brave
Barcochebas, the last of the national heroes
who claimed to be **the son of a star."
Many were the legends which declared his
claims as the Messiah. His size and strength
were vaunted as more than human. *'

It was
the arm of God and not man," said Hadrian
when he saw at last the corpse, encircled by a
serpent, *' that alone could strike down the
giant." At last this great national hero's char-
acter was made manifest and he was proven
the son of a lie.

Take another instance a little nearer
our own time. About ISO years ago Sabatti-
Levi set himself up as the Messiah in the Tur-
kish Empire, and for some time was wor-
shiped by the Jews, but his folly, too, was at
last disclosed. From the beginning to the
present there have been many false Christs,

and, seeing the danger of the disciples being
led astray by them, the Master uttered the
warning note, *' See that ye be not troubled
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fif !
'" ?*" ^'^""^ rumor, of tir..!^

the time He l«f# ^k- *^ \
Pwce. From

Cahgala, Chndia. ,d Nero p™™ ™k '
time to thi. thMe horror, of ^riT J*"**
terrible, fa 40 A D mX .

" ''•*°

tter. feu 50,000; ,t H^Udo^ h"^".' a""*'coart, 20,000 each, .t B^Zl f'J
*?^

*«'"•

S8.000 each; at AnitVrl!^^ - ^ ^^P^to.

•achiat Eyhn mSJ)'.?w »
",""""• «'•«»

nr>. :. ' '^"'••'"aterlooandOoatr*

wX, .rv"*"*'"*"*- ^''•«»i »« ^cSin7w.uw, at Yarmouth. 150 000. » nu /^'°"'
!«. than f X).000. T^e Mo^' ,

' o^'t'"'"^
^

800. kat in battle 70 fJm.^ ®.'*"' *•"»»

«.«t four centunU .'aTr iVZ' k".?*"'"
OOO primmer., and in a JwS '"^'^•-

,
«uu m a tAird, even ^,000.
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ThM have there been ware and rnmora of
wan throughout this diapenaation and they
will continue until the end, when He will
come whoae right it ia to reign. But for the
present the Maater aaya, ** See that ye be not
troubled, for theae thinga muat needa come to
paas. but the end ia not yet."
Again we notice that He warna them againat

taking certain aocial eventa, in the hiatory of
the race, aa aigna of Hia near approach.
"And there ahall be famines:' There ia no
doubt but that thia prophecy alao haa had a
repeated hiatorical fulfilment aince the day of
ita utterance. Perioda of extreme auflfering
through acarcity of food have occurred in all
parte of the world and from remote agea.
Extended liata have been made of the moat
diatrening faminea, with more or leaa particu-
larity of detail, and acientiata have preaented
thoughful apeculationa upon their cauae.
Among the avoidable cauaea are enumerated
war, defective agriculture, deficient tranapor-
tation, legialative interference,^8peculation in
food producta and miaapplication of grain;
and among natural cauaea are exceaaive rain,
frost, drought, earthquakea, hurricanes, hail-
storms and plagues of vermin. A few years
after the opening of the Christian era we read
of a great famine in Judea which waa most
impoverishing (Acts 11:28). In the year 42
A.D., Egypt experienced a famine when many
'thouaanda of the population perished. So
great waa the famine and the plague that fol-
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jowjd it i« Rome, b the .ntoan of 68. ttat^ V^^ l« •« ttaB thr.. ,^^

tut puenli were rednced to kiUiagud e>t-«^,V? *"'"""• "» «« «~*"rlSa
r;;j^1.\' •"'""*• '•"'"• «>»» peoplewm forced to e.t tb. berk of tree.. faMS
JStN^'j: o« *:t ""r •""'' "•' 8«rti.^CMrying off thomuide. ud fonr yetn kterBojhnd toet 4W0O people from .b7 •!"
?"?; •»«» 826 .11 of Greet Brltein ,»f-fe«d from famlie. Phi^,!, experienced ita

Jflki ^' ."'"" ««•"*••«»!« were driven

«Sildren".S
««ren.ityof ..ting thiir owncDildren. Since the ye.r 1000 Indi. be. .uf.

.'?• '"f ^- I» >«" then 100 ye.r. no fewer«»« thirty million, b..e periled ta ttat

2^ M r '""°*"'' """""« ^«« i» Bomb.,MdM.dn«..„d „. r..«It the govemmen'
determined to ley „ide wven million five hun-dred thon«uid doll,™ ,nnu,]ly for pro»Ston

M the femine inmjnmce fund .nd to be twed

™iro.d, ud cn,ta. How m.ny humanbeing. h.»e peridied in the {.mine; of wWch

rdventTch*T """ >«P«.'i»cethe fiAt«d»ent of Cbriet, cannot be computed, but.t » certein th.t the number h„ ,i;e,dy
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•stendtd into bnndredt o! millioiM. It is

cteAT, therefore, tbmt the prophecy of oar

Lord in reference to this great evil has been

falfiUed over and over again and ia not now
and waa never intended to be talcen aa a dgn
of Hia aecond advent.

Again He predicta that there ahall be earth-

qnalcea in divera placea. Earthquakes are

woea in nature, and the Master warns His dis-

ciples against conaidering these aa signs of

His coming. This prophecy, like the others

I have mentioned, has had a near, continnons

and far fulfilment. In Aaia Minor in 60 A.D.,

there waa an earthquake when aome 20,000

periahed. In Campania,. in 66 A.D., an earth-

qauke swept away 20,000. In 67 and 68 A.D.,

when the Roman soldiers were invading

Paleatine and aubjugating Galilee, there

were aeveral earthquakes in Crete, Phrygia,

at Apania and Laodicea, and also in Judea,

which destroyed upwards of 60,000 souls. In

after agea there were severe earthquakes in

divers places, and, strange to say, notwith-

standing our Lord*8 warning, manyChriatians

the world over, were led ino a false expecta-

tion of our Lord'a coming. It ia estimated

now that there are twelve or thirteen earth-

quakes destructive more or leas to life and
property, occurring every year. Indeed

those who know tell us that the earth is never

free from tremors, as indicated by delicate

instruments, which also record the fact that

in even violent shocks the actual movement of
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approach. "Theathall thlv H.r
"**''

In tb. previoM four wariiin« Jen. aH

th. b.rth.p.ng,. „d like tlie otter. 1,„ ^d ,
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bbtorieal follUatBt. Thirty ytan after tbt
Aic«asioii, nader Nero, mnltitadM of Cbrit-
tiant were apprehcnded» corered by tbe
ekiiM of wild beasts, torn to pieces by devour-
ing dofls, fastened to crosses, wrapped ap in

combustible garments, so that when the day-
light failed they might, like torches serve to

dispel the gloom of night. By such a scene as

this Nero lighted his own gardens and that
the shrieks of Christian women bnming to

ashes supplied music and diveraion for the
circus.

Between 87 and 98 A.D., 50,000 Chris-
tians were torn to pieces by the lions in the
Roman Coliseum. In 96 A.D., 210,000
Christians perished. From this time on the
persecutions continued without abatement,
when houses were filled with Christians and
set on fire and whole crowds of them were
knotted together by ropes and cast into the
ser. It is estimated that in the year 808
A.D., 1 ^000 were slain in one month. In thia

year no less than 144,000 Christians died by
violence besides 700,000 who died throu^
banishment or the public works to which
they had been condemned. Church history
bears out the fact that these persecutions of
the Christians by the nations of the earth has
continued from the beginning of the Christian
era to the present, to a greater or less degree.
The word of prophecy assures us that it will

continue until this dispensation closes. There-
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«ot knowing whither they .re goiwr Th«
.P-Utizefron. the f.ithand th'relfv offenJ
.«|unjt the .tamblin, .tone. When faifh to

toc« c?,!-"*
""'"^ Profe-ionofitTi:

wit? h.Y,rfK*"/""• *"•' «"«W1 oatwith their £„th and then fall from it. (2)M.I.gn,t,of other.. When per«catiM i. ,n*uh»a.nn,i,y,„d malice po«e- the m?nd°

incTht*"?;
T'"«'"'» betray their faifhmChriatwill «enerrily btaapheme thoee whoremain true to it. Apoetate. from the W,hhave been the met notori.,. pe,«c„to;",tho«. who remain true to Christ. (8) Here,?

tead m«y aatr,,." Thew fthe propheto*n claijn to themwlve. the authority of theM«.,ah and by lying wonder, will d°c. Jemany, «, .trong will be their deluaion. thit

eternal p'nr^rwi^'b^;nX°.' fi;Decenaion in love. "And becauae inT,aity

itiattnmbling iniquity when Chrietian men
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ftJl tbroQgb unbelief ; malignaiit iniqaity

wben Cbristian men and women deliver iii>^

one anotber and bate one anotber; bereticai

iniquity wben tbe false propbets seek to lead

astray even the elect. Wben tbis iniquity

abounds tbe love of many for 8aintbood,Cbrist,

God's Word and tbe Cburcb, shall decline.

The results have been seen in all tbe persecu'

tions of tbis dispensation. They are not to be^

taken as the sign of our Lord's near approach.



II.

The Pcitive Sign of Hi. Coming

We com* now to consider the poeitive >.

bMSe°,U".?Ti
*"" '"""<"• "^* -^pe toe stgn of Thy coming?" In so farm it

taowledge upon ibis snbject. Jesn, «,Z„them, to this address He .pe.l„ oT^Hpo.. .« sign, which if the, woald read .rightwould indicate His near approach.

i^.\, .t
'"*'«'ta ""e preachingof the gospel

witness nnto them and then shall the ««rfcome.
.
The good tiding, of QoS's ^ce^

rf <Ci^' ..*??* '* °'"'»» «•« •»?«»• rulec* God m the /,/,, sets up the kingdom of Ctod

worTd' The"' ","*• »""'»"» '''"^

wTi™ ^K •? 1! If''
"*" ""P"- Thi. gos-pel says Christ shall be preached as a wi/^

and condemn or to justify and save . th.
Jtospel » witne-for thos^who bSrev; that

rebel that they might be damned. " He th.fW.e«tt not Shall be damned...- Th?^*tidinp of divine grace a either a savor of lif.unto life or of death unto d«itb. Thb p';^
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pbecy doM not only ny that the gospel of the
kingdom shall be preached for a witness but
it shall be preached unto all the nations as a
witness and when this is done then shall the

end come. There are many things left unsaid
here which in our curiosity we would like to

know. How extensive a proclamation is in-

tended by these words to anyone of the speci-

fied nations, we are not told ..ad cannot know>
the reason being that we do not know where
the Lord draws national lines. There are
more nations now in the earth than when the
Lord uttered this prophecy. Neither are we
told how much preaching to any given nation
will satisfy the demands of His prophecy.
Moreover we are not told what shall be the
particular results to any of these nations.

The Lord is not speaking here of the mere
preaching of the gospel as a sign of His com-
ing, but of its universal proclamation to all

the nations of the earth as the premonition of

His second advent. Let us keep this clearly

in mind. In one sense this prophecy has
already been fulfilled. Within forty years
after Christ's death the gospel had been
preached in all the then known world, (Rom.
10:18). Paul preached the gospel as a witness
from Jerusalem and round about into 111-

yricum, and during this time the other
apostles were not idle. The Spirit speaks of

the gospel as having come into the world or
inhabited earth and of being preached even
to every creature. But these facts did not
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Tv!?^
?*•

f
««»"^ Of the prediction utteredby Chriit that day. Jtirt a. *x)n.. the gospel

to preached unto all the nations sufficiently
to serve the purpose of a witness unto them,
then shaU the end come. The more the gos-
pel IS bemr preached the nearer we know
the coming of the Lord to be. This is His
nrst positive sign.

i. J5? T^'^'f
"'° **^ **"' ^^^ '» °«^'' approach

^^^f'^^fone. What we have in Matt. 24:
16-28 18 a prophecy of the destruction of Jeru-
salem by the Romans under Titus in A.D., 70and as fulfilled in that event. But putting

21*?^^ '**^'* its paraUelas found inLuke
21 20-28 we get certain particulars which wemust distinguish for the sake of clearness

1. The word "abomination*' means an
extreme hatred and is used to signify an idol,

i !^ ? J^
•^^^- ^^*J™ *PP««d this name

to the Idol set up in the temple by Antiochus
fipiphanes, hence our Lord would be under-
stood to mean an idolatrous power, con-
quering, polluting and destroying. The Ro-man standards were objects of extreme hatred
to the Jews who regarded them as idols from
the fn-t that divinity was attributed to themby the Romans. This abomination was to
bring desolation » which began when theRoman armies, 60,000 strong, invaded Judea
under Vespasian in 66, A.D.

2. The flight into the mountains. Accord-
ing to Josephus this did actually take place
when the Christoins escaped to Pella on the
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«a8t side of Jordan. On the firtt sight of the
Roman standards they were to escape in all
haste. Nothing was to deter them. Bat they
were forewarned of certain diflSculties. Ex-
pectant and nursing mothers with their chil-
dren would be the most likely to suflFer, hence
He urges them to pray that their flight be not
in the winter, neither on the Sabbath. Not
in the winter, for then the days would \it
short, the fru food scarce and the weather
cold. Not on the Sabbath for then the gates
of the city would be shut. Their prayer was
wonderfully answered for the escape of the
Christains from the doomed city did take
place on the most convenient day and season
and according to Eusebius, not one believer
perished.

8. The great tribulation. This was to fol-
low upon the flight of the Christians. It was
to be great in at least two senses. First, it
was to be great in degree. " All the calamities
of mankind since the beginning of the world,
in my judgment, are inferior when compared
wth those of the Jews," says Joscphus. The
seige of Jerusalem by the Romans took place
at :he time of the Passover when nearly all the
males in the kingdom were in the city. One
million one hundred thousand perished in the
city by the sword, famine and pestilence, 250,-
000 in the country around and 97,000 were
taken captive to Rome of whom 11,000 per-
ished from want. The Iribulaton at that
time was great too, because of ite duration.
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From iht time the Roman wldiera under Ve»-
pttian invaded Palestine to the time when
the holy city was destroyed tinder Titus was
just four years. From the time when Titus
first laid siege to the city to the time when the
city finally fell and was burned, was a hun-
dred and forty-three days. So long was this
period of tribulation that unless God had
interfered by His grace and power and shor-
tened the days for the elects' sake no Jewish
flesh would have been saved.

4. The pseudo Chrirts and their false pro-
phets. There -were as many false Christs
between the time when Christ uttered this
prophecy and the destruction of Jerusalem as
there have been in all after ages. In the Jew-
ish mmd there was great expectation that the
Messiah would come at the last moment and
bring them deliverance. The "elect "dis-
ciples were also possessed with these errone-
ous thoughts, hence they were an easy prey
to the enemy. The false prophets would seek
by their lying messages concerning the Mes-
siah to lead astray the very elect. They would
»y Christ is here and is in the chambers."
What if the disciples had believed this mes-
sage I They would have rushed back into the
city looking for Him and have perished in
the final overthrow. These prophets wiU
come.saye Christ, and will aflSrm "Behold
He IS in the wilderness." Had the disciples
believed this they would have ventured from
their place of security in the mountains and
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gone into the desert, and there perished in
search of Him. " But," says the Lord, " Be-
lieve them not, for as the ligthning cometh
forth from the east and shineth even unto the
west so shall the coming of the Son of Man
be." That is to say, the destruction ofJeru-
salem and the coming of the Son of Man arc
two distinct events and must be kept apart.
The one is gradual, destructive and polluting;
the other is sudden, surprising and restoring.
The one is local; the other is universal. In
other words, the Saviour here conjoins the
desolation of the nation with His absence and
the restoration with His presence. From that
day until this there have been many false pro-
phets who have sought to join together the
destruction of Jerusalem and the coming of
Jesus but the Master says, "Believe them not."

5. Another important point to notice here is
that the destruction of Jerusalem and the dis-
persion of the Jews among the nations at that
time did not terminate, but only began the
tribulation of the Hebrew race. The word
"immediately," it; verse 29, has given rise to
much difficulty on account of the hasty con-
clusion, to which some have come, that the
phrase ** immediately after the tribulation of
those days," must mean immediately after the
destruction of Jerusalem, which took place
forty-two years after the utterance of this pro-
phecy, according to which all of this must have
been completely fulfilled long ago. It is suf-
^ficiently obvious that the tribulation began
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««d.r Tito.. B.t when did it .„d7^^^

«2». /: " T*"^ «° »«» "me id« of the

tion we mmt turn tofthe nme place in thi.prophecy m given byLulte 21:28. 24, where

of theJewieh diepereion «.d of the creation

"ih ™ Z".? 1 ""
v*^"*"'

^''"«''- Luke^^ i
• J«™.hall be given over to the

JwOTd. be mattered among the nation, andttat Jeru«Ieni .haU be tnmpled down by for-

the^^n T"*
"°" "' *>« i»««thering

"
the Gentiles to form the Church began withthe firet advent «,d will end imiSLTey

Ttw h'*"'r ••"«-'• "The tribuSoftho« day," then. i. going on .till, and theevent, .n connection with it a. predicted arenow in the proce. of fulfilment, juata. theLord foretold them. From A.D. 70
"

he

tt.R„S^ ^.- ^''" **• «=i«y™« ruled by^T^ *?" "' *"* S»r.cen. and for i

SfoSr ^n?
"• Cru.ader...nd now b^

tWn^jT S"""- ^"* *"» «»dition of

!«r*^ The,: ?""? """» '^« "<" '"' 'or-

whkh.~„„ " ' *'°" ~"'"«' •»""» o'Which are now apparent, when brael's tribu-
lation will end and the rule of Gentile oowe™over them will forever ceaae. FoCtoT-T."
the ce«at.on of the tributation of Imel tte
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Jew will rule Pmlettme. in tome form, m the

bu7»hJ P- ®t?'" ^^ *^* ^^»~ "»J« Italy;

•11 the ItaluM in Italy, and it is not necemry
to believe that the Jews will all be in Pal^
tine m that day. The Master propheaied the
de«)lation of the nation and it ha. all come to
PMi, even as He said. The very same Chriat
has predicted the national reatoration of th^same nation to her pristine place of power inthe land, when foreign rule over her will for-
ever terminate and not a jot or tittle of Hia

Itl^^^'^^'^'
.T^«**creat tribulation" otKev. 7;16, is now in progress and has been in

progress tor over eighteen hundred years and
will continue until the number of the elect
are gathered out to form the Chruch. Themoment the Church is formed, then the tribu-
totion period for the Jews will end. This
event is still future. The moment the tribu!
totion ends, then and not until then will theson of Man appear a second time. "But
immediately after the tribulation . . . then
•ha)l appear the sign of the Son of Man in

ofo^r J*^'
"''"°' ^"^'^ premonition

of our Lord's sfcond coming is the complete
ce«ation of the tribulation for the Hebrew
nation.

• '^Jl"
^?*'°° ™*^'* P^**° a difficult passagem the Olivet prophecy, (Matt. 24:84.) He

gives the parable of the fig-tree and then
immediately adds, " -his generation shaU notPMs away, till all th^ things are fulfilled.'"
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Two tbingt are to be noted for • «..^«-

•....rati*,." .,d «S«dS.'X^*..^

about *h*» T
'"' °'"'^ natione around

By tbe word genemtion, then, Je.u« mJLn;.he race or ».,io„ ol whom He w„TpeTwnJat that moment. But what i. the meaX of

m«^.t V"' *"'"« "^y "»« fe Savtourmeant the Roman deetruction of Ut^^

b;(ij fhtmeanT.';o7^L^rdVerr?t*''''••'
«»«d by Matthew- (hlhl^fc / **'°'""

..~.mc«on,;'';eT;i^m'''a d'n rUt'L/"*««tU about forty-two year, Xr ^h.t^

tir!S\i ^ <»"<=»»"«• He described thetune of the d«truction of Jerusalem as quheunknown. Would Hi» «« u
4uiie

iriff nim«au ^v/rr °*** ^® Contradict-ing Himsclf did He predict the fulfiJlment of
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th» generation or race paHins awmv? tk

earth w,II p..out of e,i,t«„c.. The orisiJ.!Word » one that never enifi>. .1,- . •

.«» Of exi..ence. but o-.e'^hth 'o V w";•nd general meaning. ,„ch „ "to «o'^„
JTX '" P«™>"' 'opa-... a man t1^ro«.ha bath, or a ship throagh the ruJ»,„ *
port to another; to quit'one ^h.^ o^TonTt.onandpa» into another. When i° i. „«dof t.«e, ,t mean, going into the p^t JevenM now pre«!nt gire place to „.i.

chiXrg'h.*i:i:tx:r'p^4 j^"'

niJ^^- .i
" *'* """"« »' *<« Phrase when»«dm th,. paasige byour LorJ is^vWen^when we notice that it is employed in I vi?.the application of the parable Wh^^S*cnOKd the barren fig-trefa^d h»i,T .

*

from the root. He ^^1::^^l^'^^otZ.
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»»• nation's Impending doom. On lulnTtk.
««•««. wi«.., .p. tb. diKipi, t::^:';*.'*!ow. drew neer end uked Him. " How did th.««-tr«. immedi.t.1, with.; f^? h!•».ded the f.11 oi«,nin, of theT««tiM

I»rceive tlie complete uwKr. bnt He nrethem . beeatiful I,«on on the .u"jecrof

with H.m, having withdrawn from thetemple «,d uttered the netion', d«S H^-jr. nnto them. "AW from the i^^\J7nher perable." MethinI* thi. wi tb. ^J

!«r» I .v?"J"'"' H« •««• " budding

tT«.V^.""' ^^ """«»*«•• prophecy of

«7In^
•«"»«ri. nigb.even«, when Je•ee all tbcM things know ye that He is ni.l,.«n at the d«,r.." Here I . mlrked t«iS:

reality, from barrenness into frnitfulness.

th. h:'";:.""
"""• •"•"'"'' winter s«ZiSSthe bright, warm summer clime. Such isihe

tl^Vl "'"'^''^'•"y appear. The mI
tional fig-tree, which was cursed in 70 AD...
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Md hM b«en withering down to tl»« roottew
•Ince, te now patting forth tokens of new
-•ti<«.l life, which indicate that he" ««».7
i« nigh, ejen at the door. The ftfct that the
aationeofthe earth are now more friendly to

T^iZl^^ ^'\ ^'^"* *" *"• <>^P—tion.

!k! «!: ^^ * ***'°« •"^^•^J higl placet inthe political world, all indicate that the peHoJof tribulation for the nation i. about ende^
InJeruealeni alone there are now 40,000 Jew^

VuJll
P0P"^«<». of -ome 60,000. and the

kSk^fn;r'T°'r»P'^^^- Let the Jew
iu '^ '?'^ ^' '^•demption draweth nigh.

.«Jq! •' ?"" «PP"Hn« of our great God•nd Saviour JeaueChriat will foUow upon the

iiZL'^-"**
,**^ **"* '"** tribulation. But

.^TiK^i -^ "^" **** termination of the Jew-
ish tribulation and before the Lord personally

wh^^r -H S^^y*
/^•'^ ^iM be two other sigJwhich wUl directly usher in the coming of the

fj^^f; r°^ **^^ "«~ ^»" be in heavenand he other on the earth, and. as it seems tome, they will co-exiet. In Luke they are

'^LT'^C^""'
^*^^"»'^*" besignsinsun

tresB of nations in perplexity, for the roaring

?L 'f!t**°^
'*"' ''"^°^' °»«° fainting foffear of the expectation of the things that arecoming upon the world."

The signs in sun, moon and stars will beaccording to Matthew, the obscuring of thai;

Itl' I " """ ^'""^ ^^^'"^ *° *be nationsupon the earth. Some have questioned



34 ^^^ POSITIVE SIGN OF ms COMING
Whether all of this may be figurative of the
downfall of rulers and powers in the politcial
world, but there is absolutely nothing to jus-
tify such an interpretation. This whole pro-
Phetic discourse up to this point is barren of
figure and 1. tube taken as literally as his-
tory. Similar signs in the heavenly world
appeared in the past and each of them markeda crisis in the Jewish history. A thick dark-
ness preceded the exodus from Egypt and
heralded the final judgment. Adarkoes.of
three hours at mid-day over all the land of
Pales ine, veiled the cross on which hung
Israel s rejected Messiah. Without the desireof substantiating the truth of the Saviour's
prophecy, Josephus assures us that for five
years before the final overthrow of the city
there were many celestial signs of the coming

^^tir^\ \^f '*° ^""^^« th^t the sun
withheld Its shining when the Messiah hung
under judgment for sin before the worldwhy not believe that the sun will again with!
hold its shining when He comes in Judgment
upon the world. This prophecy will be as
literally fulfilled as all the others have bee^and when these signs appear, be patient
brethren, for it is the dawning of the eternal
morning.



III.

The Time of His Coming
• * I

Tell us," said the disciples, *' at what time
shall these things be?" There are those who
claim that our Lord complettly ignored this
part of the disciples* inquiry. I do not think
80. It is true that He answered them that
the hour, day and season cannot be known.
The fact of the Lord's coming is certain, but
the time, as far as the date is concerned, is
kept a secret by the Father. None of the
aflgcls know the date, nay, not even the Son
Himself. "But of that day and hour know-
eth no one, not even the angels of heaven,
neither the Son, but the Father only." This
settles the question as to the authority of
those who try to fix dates for the end of this
age. Nor are calculations, from data given in
Daniel, as to the exact time of our Lord's
return to be trusted. It is a part of God's
purpose and method in dealing with man to
keep them in uncertainty on this question.
In Acts 1:7 we read, "And He said unto them
it IS not given unto you to know the times or
the season, which the Father hath put in His
own rower." Let us leave the exact time
where Gor» hath placed it, namely in His own
power. God does not desire us to know when
Christ shall come again but He does long that
we should be ready when He shall appear a
second time.
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But thouch the day and the hour cannot be

known, yet the days may be. The time in
which the Saviour will appear may be des-
cribed by their moral character. Accordingly
the Master proceeded to describes those times.
The days of His coming in their moral char-
acter will be like those days which immedi-
ately preceded the Noachian flood. " And as
were the days of Noah, so shall the coming of
the Son of Man be." What, then, will be the
moral character of the time on earth when
the Son of Man appears? It will be a time
of great unbelief. In the days before the
flood. Noah, the preacher of righteousness,
proclaimed the coming wrath, but the people
with scorn rejected his message. Angels
who had fallen from their high estate were
abroad in the land while sin covered the earth
as the waters cover the sea. The wickedness
of man was so great in the earth, then that
every imagination of his heart was only evil
continually. So great was the sin of unbelief
and its consequent wickedness that it re-
pented God that He' had made man and
grieved Him to His heart. Therefore did
He purpose the almost total destruction of the
human race- Such will be the moral char-
acter of the time when the Son of Man comes
again Again, the days of the Son of Man
will be a time when men will be immersed in
wordly pleasures. In the days before the flood
men and women gave themselves over to eat-
ing and drinking and marrying and giving in
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marriage. Had they accepted the me«age of
judgment they would have fasted and wept.
Such also was the condition of the time just
before Jerusalem was besieged and taken.
They were also marrying and giving in mar-
riage until the very day that Noah entered
the ark. This implies the expectation of the
continuance of things just as they are. These
pursuits are not spoken of as evil in themselves
as they, in the life of man, practically give
the lie to the warnings of God.

This time will also be a period in which
men are absorbed in their usual occupations.
Two will be reaping in the field,the one shall be
taken and other left, two slaves will be grind-
ing at the mill, the one shall be taken and the
other left. Likewise as it came to pass in
the days of Lot, they ate, they drank, they
bought, they sold, they planted, they builded,
but on the day that Lot went out from Sodom,
it rained fire and brimstone from heaven and
destroyed them all; after the same manner
shall it be in the days that the Son of Man is

revealed. These occupations are lawful in
themselves, but the fault will be, as it was
then, that men will have set their hearts upon
them inordinately so that they will have no
heart to prepare themselves in Christ against
the coming judgments. Even to-day men are
lovers of pleasure and of business more than
they are lovers of God. In such a condition
will the Lord find them when He com^ again.
There will, in this time, also be a great
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apostacy from the faith, as it was once for all
delivered to the saints. "And many false
prophets shall arise and shall lead many astray.And because iniquity (the iniquity of false
teaching and doctrine) shall abound, the love
of many shall wax cold." At that time theLord will not only find the poor oppressed,
labor ground down by capital and the Church
in the embrace of a godless world, but He will
find Christians, His own beloved children
preachers and professors of theology,fallen and
falling from the faith into error that is mostdamning If the apostacy from the faith and
vital godliness be a sign of the Lord's coming,
the hour of the second advent is not far distant.

1 he time of His coming will be that hourWhen He is the least expected. " When shall
these things be? " - For in such an hour as

answe? Thi«! ^\ °^ ^'^^ cometh." is Hisanswer. The second coming w 11 not belikethe sun rising, which is expected and gradualbut like the lightning flash, which is^sSddei'

aS^r^r""*- The thief's coming is gener-

menJ wS' «"rr«°«' destructive^and^vehe-

i?«« ^*° ?? ^"^^ came it found men
rX'^"4"t ^«°0'-*°t. and took them aU
l^L.. fT^^^

knew not until the flood came'"

m««^ f«fi
**»e coming wrath. There aremany to-day who are willingly ignorant ofthese great truths of the future'^be'cSuse theywill not believe the testimony given andthrough their unbelief they are L unpreparedas though they had neveJ heard To?h^

fl^H^""^ " f?"*'"* »" ^ unexpected as tIKflood was to the people in Noah's day.



IV.

Readiness ior His Coming

In the third place, let us consider what ia
the proper conduct of the believer in view of
the Lord's coming. From chapter 24, verse
44, to chapter 25 and verse 30, the Master
gives Himself to the presentation of this phase
of His subject. He instructs the disciples and
us not only in the signs and times of His com-
mg, but He also teaches us how to be ready
when He does come. He introduces this phase
of His theme by using an illustration of the
householder and thief. Being ignorant of the
exact time when the robber would come, the
householder slept, and though he had the
earnest desire to protect his property, he was
unable to do so. He woke in the morning and
found Himself robbed. But suppose notice
had been given the householder of the time of
the thief's intended visit, then he would have
armed himself and kept watch, and being
prepared, would have suffered no loss.
*' Such," says our Lord, " is the position you,
My disciples, occupy. You have the advan-
tage over the householder in that you have
been advised that I am coming suddenly and
secretly. You will therefore be inexcusable
ityou are not ready." Can temporal interests
keep a man awake? Shall not eternal inter-
ests at stake urge the Christian to watchful-

I ,
': *3
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ne»? "Therefore," He iayt. "h. ^^ i

T^e^i:t~ -•^" ^'--
A acre are two servantiv who bv their T «..^'•«•»"«» over the l.o»«JdVto givt^Sfe

me inferior servants. The other is evil anH

ZC "i'ndt';
""^ ^'"' '*^"*^ Hi^

.er™»t,.^
»e becomes cruel to his fellow-

en T?. fir**"" """kswith the drun^-

f"; htaW^ """' ™* """y "0 '"tchfultor his Lord's coming because he was f„„nj

hrmfod' h"""
"""'' "« LoJdz '^"v:'him to d.«:har«e. The other servant is taken

^ a „^^ ^
T""* ""*" '"• ^•""'en. Thatwas a wise judge, who, when sudden darlcneL

e.^.,..iftheen-,h:Lmn.n^-C

".ttill^SfurwhXte^--j
^
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fore him tbe vWd con»ktioa of hi. Lord', cJ!U» .d,.„j^ „a maintain, .n .tti?.^ mVo«•nd expectMc, for Hi. coming. ThM*Xdono. dert^ pr., i„ .nd ^^lrV,^^J^,
FMoy. Thi. I. broncht out in the oarahlc nfthe Un virgin. (Matt. 26 :M8.) fa thtartc „~«h.&v.o»r ialoolcing forward into t^e*?. "r"of the kmgdom. .i, in the previou. parablethe time .. night, when it i. natural for^^n
Ind ^ir^l'"

" *''""'"• There i. a marrU^«.d the ban,a,t i. already .pread. Accord^

I^'.w * """'" "" «'» «»* a number Voforth ,0 meet and welcome the trid°gr^*°

«IM. five of whom were wiw and five fooli.h

Slc'of pu'^fty'^aVtht/'"* "'",";'' "•'»
eaMrlvan\i V« * f°^

**ey were all looking

neaaureofoil. The difference betwee„7h1mw» e«eatial. The one had the ZrceTf
a?ei™'

*"• """" ""' »•«• The f«U.h had

vilTf*'"..""""''' "* *"« "!« "ad their .

The^aiipre'^^thrc^rnroftrJr'.t
«room and went forth to meet him tLcuthey are ready for Hi. advent But In ti.

•

long night vigil they grow wearv Hr. I
the. faU into -I-mb^r «d Je^p^-^S^!?^"^
there wa. indifference, inactivfty and fo^^^



4* READINESS FOR

bility And no looking for the bridegroom, and
perhaps wild fancy was,holding high "amival
in their brain. While they slept Ihey were
not ready, for the simple reason that their

minds were not in that attitude of expectancy
and hope which should characterize those who
are watchful for the Lord. '*Be ye therefore

ready."

Moreover, that Christian is ready and
watchful for His Lord, who is engaged in

some form of service lor Him. This is clearly

expressed in the parable of the talents, (Matt.

25:14-80.) The message from the parable of
the two household servants is primarily for

those who occupy special positions of trust in

the Church of God. In the parable of the ten

virgins all the saints are included, and the mes-
sage it contains upon how to wait for the

absent Lord, is for all the disciples. In the

parat^leof the virgins there is nothing said

about service. In this parable of the talents it

is all about service. There is the bestowment
of certain talents by a man who is about to

talce his journey into a far country. These
talents are wisely distributed according to the

particular ability of each servant. The Mas-
ter departs into the foreign country and forth-

with two of the servants, with true, intelligent

love for Him, proceed to invest their Lord's
money, that at His coming they may be able

to present a good balance-sheet. The third

servant, hating and falsely judging his mas-
ter, vftni away and hid his Lord's money in
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the earth. He represents that cUms, who,
because they have aot the great tasks to per-
form, refuse to do the little ones. He would
not invest his Lord's money himself and he
would not allow others to trade with it for the
Master. The Master here represents the
Christ, who is now in the far country, the
servants representing the believers on Him, of
all grades of ability, while the goods or *'

tel-

ents^illustrate everything in our national,«pir-
itual and providential conditions which the
ascended Christ has given us for service and
usefulness. The Lord has put us each in the
very best position to accomplish our work for
Him. The talents may consist in natural or
acquired ability, social influence, financial
resources or position in this world, which is

ours in connection with life. The Lord has
given us these that we may invest them for
Him during his absence. The Christian who
is thus using his talents for Christ is in the
highest form of Christian service, and is ready
and watchful, and, when the Lord returns,
will be rewarded accordingly. "In like man-
ure, be ye also ready."



V.

The Event Itself

The Saviour concludes His Olivet prophecy
by giving the disciples a vivid and sublime pic-
ture of His coming and the final judgment as it

respects the nations of the earth, (Matt. 25:81-
46). This vision is the climax of the Lord's
teaching on the subject and is unsurpassed for
ito magnificent power and pathos. It bears
the marks of perfection whether we consider
it from the standpoint of the speaker's divin-
ity or from the point of view of His humanity.
It is divine in its simplicity and yet most
human in its tendernetw. Let us learn from
this parable what the final judgment of the
nations will be.

We note that when the final judgment of the
nations is set, Christ Himself in His divine
humanity will be the judge upon the throne.
He is the man in the glory now and will be the
man of the glory when He is revealed a second
time (see John 5 :27; Acts 17:81). In His com-
ing for judgment of the nations. His appear-
ance will be most glorious, for He will be
manifested in the glory which He had with
the Father before the world was, and wUl be
attended by all the angelic host. We learn
also that the final judgment of the nations will
be universal. "Before Him shall be gathered
all the nations." This is in perfect accord
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with many other paiMges, (John 6:27.58; Rev.
20:12.18; Phil. 2:9-11; Rev. 1:7). The final
judgment of the nations will be no partial one
Moreover in the final judgment of the nations
there will be a separation.* Easily, quickly and
unerringly; the kingly Judge will "separate"
them one from another, as the shepherd separ-
ates the sheep from the goats, placing the
goats on the left hand and the sheep on the
right. There arc sheep and goat individuals
as well as sheep and goat nations. What part-
ings and surprises there will be I Oh I God
save the people!

But we also learn from this sublime vision
the basis upon which the judgment will be
given. Those on the left hand are goats;
those on the right hand are sheep. There
IS a diflference of nature. Those on the left
are the evil, those on the right are the justi-
fied. There is a diflference of characUr,
Those on the left are the ** cursed " of God;
those on the right are the "blessed of the
Father." There is a diflference of atUtude
toward Jehovah. Those on the left go away
into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and
his angels; those on the right enter into the
kingdom prepared for them before the foun-
dation of the world. There is a diflference of
desttny, AU these diflferences you wiU ob-
serve, wiU be occasioned, then, by the diflfer-
ence of relation sustained to Jesus Christ now.
Inasmuch as ye did it not unto one of these
least, ye did it not unto Me." And "Inas-
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avcb u ye did it unto one of tbete My brttb-
ren, evta tbeee least, ye did it onto Me."
Our treatment of tbe Lord's bretbren bere in
our treatment of Him.
PinaUy, tbia viaion bringa before ua tbe aol-

emn trutb of Cbriat'a ezbauative knowledge
of all tboae wbo tben atand before Him for
judgment. He perceived tbe nature, babitsnd innermoat aecreta of eacb claaa bere.
Eacb individual ia made toaee biaown paat life
juat aa tbe King deacribed it to bim. Notb-
ing ia bid now tbat aball not be made manifeat
tben, nor anything kept aecret now tbat aball
not come into light tben. *' Wherefore," aaya
theapoatle, "judge nothing before the time,
until the Lord come, who will both bring to
light the hidden things of darkness and make
manifeat the very secrets of the heart and
then aball each man hav t s praiae from God."
A young man decoyed bia companion into

tbe foreat and there, in cold blood, murdered
and robbed him. Then he built a fire and
burned tbe body of bia victim to ashes.
Afterward he dug a grave and buried deep in
tbe earth the charred remaina. He then left
the apot, thinking that no other human being
knew anything about bia crime. In a few
daya the young man waa reported missing,
and for weeka aearch was made for him, but
without success. Afer two yeara time aua-
picion waa thrown around the young man who
did the deed. He waa apprehended and
through a competent jury he waa charged
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with tb« deed and tent forward for trial. In
• few days after the v/ononocement of the
jury a brilliant lawyer called to aee the pri-
•ooer and offered Kmtnitionaly to defend him.
The young man protested hia innocence,
thanked the lawyer for hia kiodnem and re-
foaed to have an advocate. The lawyer called
again and again, nntil finally the priaoner
became angry and ordered bis would-be advo-
cate from the cell, whereupon the kwyer
arose and looking the young man in the
face said, *'Sir, you are guilty I I saw you
commit the deed. lam the only man living
that witnessed the crime. If you will give me
your case and allow me to defend you I pro-
mise you a sure and speedy acquittal.*' But
again, the prisoner protested his innocence
and positively refused to give the lawyer hia
caae. The lawyer went out for the last time.

.
The trial came on. But in the meantime
that brilliant lawyer was appointed to the
position of judge and it became his duty to
preside over that caae. The prisoner was
brought into the court. The judge took his
seat and the court rose to do him honor. For
a moment the prisoner fixed his eyes on the
throne, and when he realized who the judge
was his blood almost congealed in his veins
and with a shriek that thrilled the court, he
cried, **MyGod! I am guilty! The judge
saw me commit the crime." He stood self-

condemned. He would not have him as his
advocate, who would give him life and free-
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donut and

fHE EVENT ITSELF
now he mqat have him at hit

jndfire, to pronounce the sentence of death.The one before whom the nations of the
wirth will stand, then, is the one before whom
All thmgs are naked and open now,*' and

the one with whom we wiU all have to do.

"Brothers, this Lord Jesua
Shall return again

With His Father's glory.
With His angel-train;

For all wreaths of empire
Meet upon His brow,

And our hearto cotofess Him
King of glory now. Amen. '^






