
IMAGE EVALUATION
TEST TARGET (MT-3)

1.0

I.I

2.0

2.2

^ U&

1.8



i/.A

CIHM/ICMH
Microfiche
Series.

CIHM/ICMH
Collection de
microfiches.

Canadian Institute for Historical Microreproductions / Institut Canadian de microreproductions historiques



Technical and Bibliographic Notes/Notes techniques et bibliographiques

The Institute has attempted to obtain the best

original copy available for filming. Features of this

copy which may be bibliographically unique,

which may alter any of the images in the

reproduction, or which may significantly change
the usual method of filming, are checked below.

D

D

D

D

Coloured covers/
Couverture de couleur

I I

Covers damaged/
Couverture endommag^e

Covers restored and/or laminated/
Couverture restaurde et/ou pellicul^e

I I

Cover title missing/
Le titre de couverture manque

I I

Coloured maps/
Cartes giographiques en couleur

Coloured ink (i.e. other than blue or black)/

Encre de couleur (i.e. autre que bleue ou noire)

I

I

Coloured plates and/or illustrations/

Planches et/ou illustrations en couleur

Bound with other material/

Relii avec d'autrea documents

Tight binding may cause shadows or distortion

along interior margin/
Lareiiure serrie peut causer de I'ombre ou de la

distorsion le long de la marge intdr^eure

Blank leaves added during restoration may
appear within the text. Whenever possible, these
have been omitted from filming/

II se peut que certaines pages blanches ajoutdes
lors dune restauration apparaissent dans le texte,

mais, lorsque cela 6tait possible, ces pages n'ont
pas 6t6 filmdes.

Additional comments:/
Commentaires suppldmentaires;

Tl

to

L'Institut a microfilm^ le meilleur exemplaire
qu'il lui a it6 possible de se procurer. Les details

de cet exemplaire qui sont peut-dtre uniques du
point de vue bibliographique, qui peuvent modifier
une image reproduite, ou qui peuvent exiger une
modification dans la mithode normale de filmage
sont indiquts ci-dessous.

I
I
Coloured pages/
Pages de couleur

Pages damaged/
Pages endommagdes

Pages restored and/or laminated/
Pages restauries et/ou peilicuides

\/

n

Pages discoloured, stained or foxed/
Pages ddcolordes, tachetdes ou piqudes

Pages detached/
Pages ddtachdes

0Showthrough/
TransparenceTranspar

Quality c

QuaMti indgale de I'impression

Includes supplementary materis
Comprend du materiel supplementaire

Only edition available/

Seule Edition disponible

[~~| Quality of print varies/

I I

Includes supplementary material/

I I Only edition available/

Pages wholly or partially obscured by errata

slips, tissues, etc., have been refilmed to

ensure the best possible image/
Les pages totalement ou partiellement

obscurcies par un feuillet d'errata, une pelure,

etc., ont i*'j film§es d nouveau de facon §

obtenir la meilleure image possible.

Tl

P<

oj

fll

O
bi

til

si

oi

fll

si

oi

Tl

s»

Tl

w

M
dl

er

b<

ri!

re

This item is filmed at the reduction ratio checked below/
Ce document est film^ au taux de reduction indiqu^ ci-dessous.

10X 14X 18X 22X 26X SOX

7 I

12X 16X 20X 24X 28X 32X



The copy filmed here has been reproduced thanks
to the generosity of:

Library of the Public

Archives of Canada

L'exemplaire film6 fut reproduit grdce d la

gin6rosit6 de:

La bibliothdque des Archives
publiques du Canada

The images appearing here are the best quality

po9ait>i:> considering the condition and legibility

of tl* a original copy and in keeping with the
filming contract specifications.

toB images suivantes ont 6t6 reproduites avec le

plus grand soin, compte tenu de la condition et
de la nettet6 de l'exemplaire filmd, et en
conformity avec les conditions du contrat de
filmage.

Original copies in printed paper covers are filmed
beginning with the front cover and ending on
the last pays with a printed or illustrated impres-
sion, or the back cover when appropriate. All

other original copies are filmed beginning on the
first page with a printed or illustrated impres-

sion, and ending on the last page with a printed

or illustated impression.

The last recorded frame on each microfiche
shall contain the symbol —^(meaning "CON-
TINUED"), or the symbol V (meaning "END"),
whichever applies.

Les exemplaires originaux dont la couverture en
papier est imprimde sont film6s en commenpant
par le premier plat et en terminant soit par la

dernidre page qui comporte ure empreinte
d'impression ou d'illustration, soit par le second
plat, selon le cas. Tous les autres exemplaires
originaux sont film6s en commenpant par la

premidre page qui comporte une empreinte
d'impression ou d'illustration et en terminant par
la dernidre page qui comporte une telle

empreinte.

Un des symboles suivants apparaitra sur la

dernidre image de cheque microfiche, selon le

cas: le symbols — signifie "A SUiVRE ", le

symboie V signifie "FIN".

Maps, plates, charts, etc., may be filmed at

different reduction ratios. Those too large to be
entirely included in one exposure are filmed

beginning in the upper left hand corner, left to

right and top to bottom, as many frames as
required. The following diagrams illustrate the

method:

Les cartes, planches, tableaux, etc., peuvent dtre

fiim^s d des taux de reduction diff6rents.

Lorsque le document est trop grand pour dtre

reproduit en un seul clich6, 11 est filmd d partir

de I'angle sup6rieur gauche, de gauche it droite,

et de haut en bas, en prenant le nombre
d'images n6cessaire. Les diagrammes suivants
illustrent la mdthode.

1



•j^::



TBI

PROCEEDINGS

tf A

•I;

:!

CONVENTION OF DELEGATES,
A (

VRO^ THI fTATU Vt

NlttACRimCTTfl, CONNBCTICin<, AKD BHODB-IK.ASD ; VHB OOVBTIM Of eBf-

«HIKB AMD OEAfTOH, Uf TBS STATI Of VKVr-HAMI>8HUUB { AOB

THB COtTSTT Or WISOHAM, IV THB tTATB OF TBBHOVTi-^

«OirnNBD AT HARTFORD, VS THB STATBT 0» OONIfinjTKmT, V^J^
•

SBOBUBBK Ifth, 1814. i^ Ife 0mi^m€ 1^ fiSifi^f

7B1RD EDITIOV, CORRBCTRD'aHO IMFRtrM.

•

i

BOSTON

:

PRiaXED AND PUBLUBBD '^r WRIiU ARO IiIUT»

1815.

if Si

;f:.-

,»',»-

•4 «

«;«



rstA''**"^'. i"'*-"W^ I.-"'..' ^i*""" mmmmmmm

•M «M "^

>;

€'
'^'*',

'.;i't-V
1 ';-vf\

;
;»

u
ci»

«]

fl>

•H

0)

m

O rH

o
B ,£>
•H S

tn

+*
CO

(D

i

fl) OJ
o 3
u o

» ti
to to

•H »a

(0

21 °^

u x:

>

CO

o

3
p.

I.

^^;^

w

! q>

\«\\> •

o

•vjM -- <j)

,^r-'-'^
- ^'

•
. >

oo

«
o
o
u
a.

oo

+>

c

fl]

3
o
o

3
u
•H
+i
U
<D

c
oO

cn 3
r-l O

O
•« U
o
+» -M
m m
o -H

-> u
0)

TJ
<1>

n)

0)

00

n]

u
•H
-t->

U
a>

c
c
oO

01

0)

:3

x:
o
«J
TO
03

a

••NX!

•H C
w

T>

O

r-i

•H

o

a
•H

•H

+»
flj

3
o
o

<u ««

Xi <a

o o

a
(D o
rH C\1

O 00
H

CO

fe o

Xf

CO

o

13
•H

I
I

SB

00

+»
W
<l>

C
•H

c
o

P
$^
nt

TJ
Q>

G
0)

>
c
o
o
I

• *\

+>
a
o
s
u
(1)

>

+»
c

» «J
CM 4J

O
• p4
P. a
P«-H

-»TJ

1i PS
3 flj

o

TJ a
C CO

CO
+3

0)

C .

o'c
Pi o
a, ^
o »

CO
0} Q>

U
(D

0}

t> TJH C

W)

o
Xt

(0
•H

o
>
on «

o

c
>
c
oo
TJ

o

»

(0

65
P
•H

-P

O

•H gr

'I?'-: v' ' .fv 'v A:,:., .*.

.\^^

;5 .- •,-'..^*«':

:.:: •:.'^;if <

•#

•V ^.

fA,,\.. \

jmmmmm

\\

'y



^m liiW..4^-

, fv J



-fs

f ,**

m
Under colour of its authority, that th« time for a chiuige is at

hand. Those who so believe, regard the evils which surround
them as intrinsic and incurable defects in the Constitution.

They yield to a persuasion, that no change, at any time, or on
any occasion, can aggravate the misery of their country. This
opinion maj ultimately prove to be correct. But as the evi-

dence on which it rests is not yet conclusive, and us measures
adopted upon the assumption of its certainty might be irrevoca-

ble, some general considerations are submitted, in the hope of

reconciling all to a course of moderation and firmness, which may
save them from the regret incident to siidden decisions, proba-
bly avert th^ evil, or at least insure consolation and success in

the last resort.

The Constitution of the United States, under the auspices of

a wise and virtuous Administration, proved itself competfr.t to all

the objects of national prosperity, comprehended in the views of

its framera. No parallel can be found in history, of a transition

0 rapid as that of the United States from the lowest depression

to the highest felicity—from the condition of weak and disjointed

repubiicks, to that of a great, united, and prosperous nation.

Although this high state of publick happiness has undergone a

miserable and atlSicting reverse, through the prevalence of a weak
and profligate policy, yet the evils and afflictions which have
thus been induced upon the country, are not peculiar to any
form of Government. The lust and caprice of power, the cor-

ruption of patronage, the oppression of the weaker interests of

the community by the stronger, heavy taxes, wasteful exjpendi-

tures, and unjust and ruinous wars, are the natural offspnng kJL

bad Administrations, in all ages p.nd countries. It was indeed
to be hoped, that the rulers of these States would not make such
disastrous haste to involve their infancy in the embarrassments of
old and rotten institutions. Yet all this have they done ; and
their conduct calls loudly for their dismission and disgrace. But
to attempt upon every abuse of power to change the Constitu-

tion, would be to perpetuate the evils of revolution.

Again, the experiment of the powers of the Constitution, t«

regain its vigour, and of the people to recover from their delusions,

has been hitherto made under the greatest possible disadvantages

arising from the state of the world. The fierce passions which
have convulsed the nations of Europe, have passed the Ocean,
and finding their way to the bosoms of our citizens, have afforded

to Administratron the means of perverting publick opinion, in

respect to our foreign relations, so as to acquire its aid in the

indulgence of their animosities, and the increase of their adhe-

rents. Further, a reformation of publick opinion, resulting from

dear bought experience, in the Southern Atlantick States, at least.

-^v .
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ill not to be despaired of. Thej will have felt, that the Eastern

States cannot be made exclusively the victims of a capricipua

and impassioned policy.—They will have seen that the great and
essential interests of the people, are common to the South and
to the East. They will realize the fatal errours of a system,

which seeks revenge for commercial injuries in the sacrifice of

commerce, and aggravates by needless wars, to an immeasurable

extent, the injuries it professes to redress. They may discard

the influence of visionary theorisls, and recognize the benefits of

a practical policy. Indications of this desirable resolution of

opinion, among our brethren in those States, are already mani-

fested.—While a hope remains of its ultimate completion, its

progress should not be retarded or stopped, by exciting fears

which must check these favourable tendencies, and frustrate the

efforts of the wisest and best men in those States, to accelerate

this propitious change. ,'
' "

'

"'

Finally, if the Union be destined to dissolution, by reason of

the multiplied abuses of bad administrations, it should, if possible,

be the work of peaceable times, and deliberate consent.—Some
new form of confederacy should be substituted among those

States, which shall intend to maintain a federal relation to each
other.—Events may prove that the causes of our calamities are

deep and permanent. They may be found to proceed, not merely
from the blindness of prejudice, pride of opinion, violence of party
spirit, or the confusion of the times ; but they may be traced to

implacable combinations of individuals, or of States, to monopo-
lize power and office, and to trample without remorse upon the

rights and interests of commercial sections of the Union. When-
ever it shall appear that these causes are radical and permanent,

a separation by equitable arrangement, will be preferable to an
alliance by constraint, among nominal friends, but real enemies,
inflamed by mutual hatred and jealousies, and inviting by intestine

divisions, contempt, and aggression from abroad. But a severance
of the Union by one or more States, against the will of the rest,

and especially in a time of war, can be justified only by absolute

necessity. These are among the principal objections against

precipitate measures tending to disunite the States, and when
examined in connexion with the farewell address of the Father
of his country, they must, it is believed, be deemed conclusive.

Under these impressions, the Convention have proceeded to

eonfer and deliberate upon the alarming state of publick affairs,

especially as affecting the interests of the people who have ap-
pointed them for this purpose, and they are naturally led to a
consideration, in the first place, of the dangers and grievances
which menace an immediate or speedy pressure, with a view of
RUj^eatrag means of present relief; in the next place, of ai!ch

* A
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ai are of a more remote and general de8crip4i«ii, in the )|0|if •f

attaining future security.

Among the lubjects of complaint and ai^rehfoatoni wbicb

might be comprised under the former of these propositioPlj the

attention of the Convention has been occupied with the claims

and pretensions advanced, and the authority exercised over thf

militia, by the executive and legislative departments of the Na^
tional Government. Also, upon the destitution of the means of

defence in which the Eastern States are left ; while at the same
time they are doomed to heavy requisitions of men and money
for national objects.

The authority of the National Government over the militia is

derived from those clauses in the Constitution which give power
to Congress " to provide for calling forth the militia, to execute
the laws of' the Union, suppress insurrections and repel inva-

sions"—Also, " to provide for organizing, arming and discipUt

ning the militia, and for governing such parts of them ai? may
be employed in the service of the United States, reserving to

the Stales respectively the appointment of the officers, and the

authority of training the militia according to the discipline pre*

scribed by Congress." Again, *^ The President shall be Comr
mander in Chief of the army and navy of the United States,- and
of the uhilitia of the several States, when called into the actual

service af the United States." In these specified cases on]y»

has the National Government any power over the militia ; and it

follows conclusively, that for all general and ordinary purposes^

this power I ";longs to the States respectively, and to them alone.

It is not only with regret, but with astonishment, the Conventioa
perceive that under colour of an authority conferred with such
plain and precise limitations, a poWer is arrogated by the execu*

tive government, and in some instances sanctioned by the two
Houses of Congress, of control over the militia, which if conce-

ded, will render nugatory the rightful authority of the individual

States over that class of men, and by placing at the disposal of

the National Government the lives and services of the great body
of the people, enable it at pleasure to destroy their liberties, and
erect a military despotism on the ruins.

An elaborate examination of the principles assumed for the

basis of these extravagant pretensions, of the consequences to

which they lead, and of the insurmountable objections to their

admission, would transcend the limits of this Report. A few

general observations, with an exhibition of the character of these

pretensions, and a recommendation of a strenuous opposition to

them, must not however be omitted.

It will nut be contended, that by the terms used in the con-

stitutional compact, the power of the National Goverumeat te
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three cases. One of these must exist as a condition precedent

to the exercise of that power'—Unless the laws shall be opposed,

^r an insurrection shall exist, or an invasion shall be made, Con-

gress^ and of consequence the President as their organ, has no

wore power over the mlHtiti than over the armies of a foreign

nation.

But if the declaration of the President should be admitted to

be an unerring test of the existence of these cases, this important

power would depend, not upon the truth of the fact, but upon ex-

ecutive infallibility ; and the limitation of the power would
consequently be nothing more than merely nominal, as it might

always be eluded. It follows therefore that the decision of the

President in this particular cannot be conclusive. It is as much
the duty of the State authorities to watch over the rights reserv-

ed, as of the United States to exercise the powers which are

The arrangenient of the United States into military districts,

with a small portion of the regular force, under an officer of high

rank of the standing army, with power to call for the militia, as

circumstances in his judgment may require ; rnd to assume the

command of them, is not warranted by the Constitution or any
law of the United States. It is not denied that Congress may
delate to the President of the United States the. power to call

forth the militia in the cases which are within theirjurisdiction

—

But he hals no authority to substitute military prefects through^

out Ihe Union, to use their own discretion in ^uch instances. To
station an officer of the army in a military district without troops

correspohding to his rank, for the purpose of taking command
bf the militia that may be called into service, is a manifest evasion

of that provision of the Constitution which expressly reserves to

the Srtates the appointment of the officers of the militia ; and the

bhjcct of detachmg such officer cannot be well conceived to be
any other, than that ofsuperseding the Oovernour or other officers

. of the militia in their right to command.
The power of dividing the militia of the States into classes, and

obliging such classes to furnish by contract or draft, able bodied
inen, totferve for one or more years for the defence of the fron-

tier, is not delegated to Congress. If a claim to draft the militia

for one year for such general object be admissible, no limitation

can be ussigned to it, but the discretion of those who make the

hew. Thus iritii a -power -
. Congress to authorise such a draft

or ddmcription, ana in the Executive to decide conclusively

upon the existence and continuance of the emergency, the whole
tnilttia may tfe clonverted into a standing army ^idposable at the
trill of 4he President bf the United States.
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^e power of compelling the milHia and other citizeni of the

United States, bj a forcible draft or conscription to serve in the

regular armies, as proposed in a late oflScial letter oftheSecretar/
of War, is not delegated to Congress by the Constitution, and
the exercise of it would be not less dangerous to their liberties,

than hostile to the sovereignty of the States. The effort to dcf

duce this power from the right of raising armies, is a flagrant

attempt to pervert the sense of the clause in the Constitution
which confers that right, and is incompatible with other pro-

visions in that instrument. The armies of the United States
have always been raised by contract, never by conscription, and
nothing more can be wanting (o a Government, possessing the

power thus claimed, to enable it to usurp the entire control of
the militia, in derogation of the authority of the State, and to

convert it by impressment into a standing army.
It may be here remarked, as a circumstance illustrative of th«

determination of the Executive to establish an absolute control

over all descriptions of citizens, that the right of impressing 8ea>

men into the naval service is expressly asserted by the Secre-
tary of the Navy in a late report Thus a practice, which in a
foreign government has been regarded with great abhorrence by
the people, flrds advocates among those who have been the Ioho-

est to condemn it.

The law authorizing the enlistment of minors and apprentices

into the armies of the United States, without the consent qC

parents and guardians, is also repugnant to the spirit of the Con-
stitution. By a construction of the power to raise armies, as

applied by our present rulers, not only persons capable of con-

tracting are liable to be impressed into the army, but those who
are under legal disabilities to make contracts, are to be invested

with this capacity, in order to enable them to annul at pleasure

contracts made in their behalf by legal guardians. Such an
interference with the municipal laws and rights of the several

States, could never have been contemplated by the framers of

the Constitution. It impairs the salutary control and influence

of the parent over his child—the master over his servant—the

guardian over bis ward—and thus destroys the most important

relations in society, so that by the conscription of the father, and
the seduction of the son, the power of the Executive over all the

effective male population of the United States is made complete.

Such are some of the odious features of the novel system pro-

posed by the rulers of a free country, under the limited powers

derived from the Constitution. What portion of them will b&
embraced in acts finally to be passed, it is yet impossible to de^

termine. It is, however, sufficiently alarming to perceive, that

these projectse manate from the highest authority ; nor should it

... ?/ -*'
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be forj^otfen, that by the plan of th* Secretary of War, th« claai-

sific;ition of the tnilit'ui embraced tiie principle of diruct taxation

upon the white popniation onl}' ; and that, in the House of Re-
presf-ntafives, a motion to apportion (he militia among the white

population ex('luHively,'wliicli would have been in it^ operation a
direct tax, was strenuously ur;^ed and supported.

In (his whole series of devices and measures for raising men,
this Convention discern a (otnl disregard for the Con:«ti(u(ion, and
a disposition to violate its provisions, demanding; from (he indi-

vidual States a firm and decided opposition. An iron despotism
can impose no harder servitude upon the citizen, than to force

him from his home and his occupation, to wage otFensive wars,

undertaken to gratify the pride or passions of his mas'er. Tha
example of France \vm\ recently shewn that a cabal of individuair

assuming to act in the name of the people, may transform the

great body of ci(izens into soldiers, and deliver them over into

the hands of a single tyrant. No war, not held in just abhor-

rence by a peopie, can require the aid of such stratagems to

recruit an army. Had the troops alrea<ly raised, and in great

numbers sacrificed upon the frontier of Canada, been employed
for the defence of the country, and had the millions which have
been squandered with shameless profusion, been appropiiated to

their payment, to (he protection of the coast, and to the naval

service, there would have been no occasion for uncons(itutional

expedients. Even at (his Lte hour, let Government leave to

New-England the remnant of her resources, and she is ready and
able to defend her territory, and to resign the glories and advan-

tages of the border war, (o those who are de(trinined to persist

in its prosecution.

That acts of Congress in violation of the Const ilii) ion are ab-

solutely void, is an undeniable position. It does not, however,

consist with the respect and forbearance due from a coniederate

State towards (he General GovernmenI, (o fly to open resisfanv-e

upon every infraction of the Cons(i(ution. Tiie mode and ihe

energy of the opposition shou'd always conform (o ilie nature

of the violation, the intention of its au(hor!<, the extent of the

injury inflicted, the determination manifeslcd to perBJet in it, and

the danger of delay. But in cases of deliberate, d^uigerous, and

palpable infractions of the Constitution, affecting the sovereignty

of a State, and liberties of the people ; it is no! only the right

but (he duty of such a State to interpose its au(hori(y for their

protection, in the manner best calculated to secure that end.

When emergencies occur which are either beyond the reach of

the judicial tribunals, or too pressing to admit of th6 delay inci-

dent to their forms. States, which have no common umpire, ujust

be their own judges, and execute their own decisions. It will
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liiUB be proper for the several States to await the nltimate Ah-
posal of the obnoxious measures, recommended by the Secretary

of War, or pending before Congress, and so to use their power
according to the character these measures shall finally assume,

«s efiectually to p olect their own sovereignty, and the rights

and liberties of their citizens.

The next subject which has occupied the attention of the

Convention, is the means of defence against the common enemy.
This naturally leads to the inquiries, whether any expectation

can be reasonably entertained, that adequate provision for the

defence of the Eastern States will be made by the National

Government ? Whether the several States can, from their owo
resources, provide for self-defence and fulfil the requisitions

which are to be expected for the national Treasury ? and, gene*

raHy, what course of conduct ought to be adopted by those

States, in relation to the great object of defence ?

Without pausing at present to comment upon the causes of

the war, it may be assumed as a truth, oiiicially announced, that

to achieve the conquest of Canadian territory, and to hold it aS

a pledge for peace, is the deliberate purpose of Administration.

This enterprise, commenced at a period when Government pos-

sessed the advantage of selecting the time and occasion for mak*
ing a sudden descent upon an unprepared enemy, now languishes

in the third year of the war. It has been prosecuted with vari-

ous fortune, and occasional brilliancy of* exploit, but without any
solid acquisition. The British armies have been recruited by
Teteran regiments. Their navy commands Ontario. The Ame-
rican ranks are thinned by the casualties of war. Recruits are

discouraged by the unpopular character of the contest, and by
the uncertainty of receiving their pay.

In the prosecution of this favourite warfare. Administration

have It ft the exposed and vulnerable parts of the country desti-

tute of all eflScient means of defence. The main body of the

regular army has been marched to the frontier.—The navy has
been stripped of a great part of its sailors for the service of the

Lakes. Meanwhile the enemy scours the sea-coast, blockades

our ports, ascends our bays and rivers, makes actual descents in

various and distant places, holds some by fiorce, and threatens

<dl that are assailable with fire and sword. The sea-board of
four of the New-England States, following its curvatures, pre-

sents an extent of more than seven hundred miles, generally oc-

cupied by a compact populr'tion, and accessible by a naval force,

exposing a mass of »>eople and property to the devastation of

the enemy, which bears a great proportion to the residue of the

maritime frontier of the [Tnited States. This extensive shore

has been exposed lO frequent attacks, repeated contrlbutioBS,



-vi

n

and constant alarniH. The regular forces detached by the na"

tional Government for its defence, are mere pretexts for placing

officers of high rank in command. They are besides confined

to a few places, and are loo insignificant in number to be includ-

ed in any computation.

These States have thus been left to adopt measures for their

own defence. The militia have been constantly kept on the alert,

and harassed by garrison duties, and other hardships, while the

expenses, of which the National Government decline the reim^-

buisement, threaten to absorb all the resources of the States.

The President of the United States has refused to consider the

expense of the militia detached by state authority, for the indis-

pensable defence of the Stale, as chargeable to the Union, on the

ground of a refusal by the Executive of the State, to place them
under the command of officers of the regular army. Detachments
of militia placed at the disposal of the General Government, have

been dismissed either wilhout pay, or vf'ith depreciated paper.

The prospect of the ensuing campaign is not enlivened by the

promise of any alleviation of these grievances. From authen-

tick documents, extorted by necessity from those whose incli*

nation might lead them to conceal the embarrassments of the

Government, it is apparent that the treasury is bankrupt, and

its credit prostrrte. So deplorable is the state of the finances,

that those who fsel for the honour and safety of the country^

would be willing to conceal the melancholy spectacle, if those

whose infatuation has produced this state of fiscal concerns, had

not found theraseives compelled to unveil it to public view.

If the war be continued, there appears no room for reliance

upon the national government for the supply of those means of

defence, which mast become indispensable to secure these

States from desolation and ruin. Nor is it possible that the

States can discharge this sacred duty from their own resources,

and continue to sustain the burden of the national taxes. The
Administration, after a long perseverance in plans to baffle every

effort of commercial enterprise, had fatally succeeded in their

attempts at the epoch of the war. Commerce, the vital spring

of New-England's prosperity, was annihilated. Embargoes, re-

strictions, and the rapacity of revenue officers, had completed

its destruction. The various objects for the employment of

productive labour, in the braiiches of business dependent ob

commerce, have disappeared. The fisheries have shared its

fate. Manufactures, which Government has professed an
'

tention to favour and to cherish, as an indemnity for the failure

of these branches of business, are doomed to struggle in their in-

fancy with taxes and obstructions, which cannot fail most seri-^

ously to aifect liieir growth. The specie i» withdrawn from

J*i [
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circulation. The landed interest, the last to feel these burdensfy

uufit prepare io become their principal support, as all other

sources of revenue must be exhausted. Under these circum-

fllances, taxes, of a ciescriplion and amount unprecedented in

this country, are in a train of imposition, the burden of which

must fall with the heaviest pressure upon the states east of the

Potowmac. Tlie amount of these taxes for the ensuing year,

cannot be estimated at less than five millions of dollars upon the

Neiv-Eiigland Stales, and the expenses of the last year for de-

fence, in Massachusetts alone, approaches to one million of

dollars.

From these facts, it is almost superfluous to state the irre-

Bistible inference, that these States have no capacity of defray-

ing the expense requisite for their o'xu protection, and, at the

name time, of discharging the demands of the national treasury.

The last inquiry, what course of conduct ought to be adopted

by the aggrieved States, is in a high degree momentous. When
a great and brave people shall feel thefnselves deserted by their

Oovernment, and reduced to the necessity either of submission

to a foreign enemy, or of appropriating to their own use those

means of defence which are indispensable to self-preservation,

they cannot consent to wait passive spectators of approaching

ruin, which it is in their power to avert, and to resign the last

remnant of their industrious earnings, to be dissipated in support

of measures destructive of the best interests of the nation.

This Convention will not trust themselves to express their

conviction of the catastrophe to which such a state of things in-

evitably tends. Conscious of their high responsibility to God
and their country, solicitous for the continuance of the Union,
as well as the sovereignty of the States, unwilling to furnish ob-

stacles to peace—resolute never to submit to a foreign enemy, and
confiding in the Divine care and protection, they will, until the

.
last hope shall be extinguished, endeavour to avert such conse-

quences.

With this view tney suggest an arrangement, which may at

once be consistent with the honour and interest of the National

Government, and the security of these States. This it will not

be difficult to conclude, if that government should be so dis-

posed. By the terms of it these Slates might be allowed to as-

sume their own defence, by the militia or other troops. A rea-

sonable portion, also, of the taxes raised in eath State might be

Eaid into its Ireasnry, and credited to the United States, but to

e appropriated to the defence of such State, to be accounted
for with the United States. No doubt is entertained, that by
such an arrangement, this portion of the country could be de-

fended with greater effect, and in a mode more consistent with

• ;i
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economy, and the public convenience, than any which has bees
practised.

Should an application for these purposes, made to Congress
by the State Legislatures, be attended with success, and should

peace upon just terms appear to be unattainable, the people would
stand together for the common defence, until a change of Ad-
ministration, or of disposition in the enemy, should facilitate the

occurrence of that auspicious event. It would be inexpedient

for this Convention to diminish the hope of a successful issue to

such an application, by recommending, upon supposition of a con-

trary event, ulterior proceedings. Nor is it indeed within their

province. In a state of things so solemn and trying as may
then arise, the Legislatures of the States, or Conventions of the

whole people, or delegates appointed by them for the express

purpose in another Convention, must act as such urgent circum-

stances may then require.

But the duty incumbent on this Convention will not have been
performed, without exhibiting some general view of such m6a>
sures as they deem essential to secure the nation against a relapse

into difficulties and dangers, should they, by the blessing of
Providence, escape from their present condition without abso-

lute ruin. To this end, a concise retrospect of the state of this

nation under the advantages of a wise Administration, contrasted

with the miserable abyss into which it is plunged by the profliga-

cy and folly of political theorists, will lead to some practical con-
clusions. On this subject, it will be recollected, that the imme-
diate influence of the Federal Constitution upon its first adop-
tion, and for twelve succeeding years, upon the prosperity and
happiness of the nation, seemed to countenance a belief in the

transcendency of its perfection over all other human institutions.

In the catalogue of blessings which have fallen to the lot of the

most favoured nations, none could be enumerated from which our
country was excluded—A free Constitution, administered by
great and incorruptible statesmen, realized the fondest hopes of
liberty and independence—The progress of agriculture was
stimulated by the certainly of value in the harvest—and cem-
luerce, after traversing every sea, returned with the riches of
every clime.—A revenue, secured by a sense of hor.our, collected

without oppression, and paid without murmurs, melted away the
national debt ; and the chief concern of the publick creditor arose

from its too rapid diminution.—The wars and commotions of the
European nations, and the interruptions of their commercial
intercourse afforded to those, who had not promoted, but who
would have rejoiced to alleviate their calamities, a fair and golden
opportunity, by enriching themselves to lay a broad foundation

for national wealth.—Although occasional vexations to com*

v
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nkerce arose from the furious collisions of the ptvers at war,

yet the great and good men of that time conformed to the force

of circumstances which they could not control, and preserved

their country in security from the tempests, which overwhelmed
the old world, and threw the wreck of their fortunes on these

shores.—Respect abroad, prosperity at home, wise laws made
by honoured leginlators, and prompt obedience yielded by a con-

tented people, had silenced the enemies of republican institu*

tions.—The arts flourished—the sciences were cultivated—the

eomforts and conveniences of life were universally diffused—and

nothing remained for succeeding administrations, but to reap the

advantages, and cherish the resources, flowing from the policy

of (heir predecessors.

But no sooner was a ne^ administration established in the

hands of the party opposed to the Washington policy, than a

fixed determination was perceived and avowed of changing a sys*

tern which had already proouced these substantial fruits. The
consequences of this change, for a few years after its commence*
ment, were not sufficient to counteract the prodigious impulse

towards prosperity, which had been given to the nation. But a

steady perseverance in the new plans of admi^iistration at length

developed their weakness and deformity, but not until a majority

of the people had been deceived by flattery, and inflamed by
passion, into blindness to their« defects. Under the withering

influence of this new system, the declension of the nation ha«

been uniform and rapid. The richest advantages for securing

the great objects of the Constitution have been wantonly rejected^

While Europe reposes from the convulsions that had shaken

down her ancient institutions, she beholds with amazement this

remote country, once so happy and so envied, involved in a ru«

inous war, and excluded from intercourse with the rest of the

world.

To investigate and explain the means whereby this fatal re*

Terse has been effected, would require a voluminous discussion*

Nothing more can be attempted in this Report, than a general

allusion to the principal outlines of the policy which has pro-

duced this vicissitude. Among these may be enumerated

First.—A deliberate and extensive system for effecting a

combination among certain States, by exciting local jealousies

and ambition, so as to secure to popular leaders in one section of

the Union, the control of publick affairs, in perpetual succession*'

To which primary object most other characteristicks of the syiH

tern may be reconciled.

Secondly,—The political intolerance displayed and avowed,

in excluding from office men of unexceptionable merit, for want
of adherence to the executive creed.
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Thirdly.—The infraction of the judiciarj authorltj and
rights, by depriving judges of their offices in violation of the

Constitution.

Fourthly.—The abolition of existing Taxes, requisite to pre*

pare the Country for those changes to which nations are always

exposed, with a view to the acquisition of popular favour.

Fifthly.—The influence of patronage in the distribution of

offices, which in these states has been almost invariably made
among men the least entitled to such distinction, and who have
sold themselves as ready instruments for distracting publick

opinion, and encouraging administration to hold in contempt the

wishes and remonstrances of a people thus apparently divided.

Sixthly.—The admission of new States into the Union, form*

ed at pleasure in the western region, has destroyed the balance

of power which existed among the original States, and deeply

affected their interest.

Seventhly.—The easy admission of naturalized foreigners

to places of trust, honour or profit, operating as an inducement

to the malcontent subjects of the old world to come to these

States, in quest of executive patronage, and to repay it by an

Abject devotion to executive measures.

Eighthly.—Hoafiiity to Great-Britain, and partiality to the

late government of France, adopted as coincident with popular

prejudice, and subservient to the main obiect, party power.

Connected with these must be ranked erroneous and distorted

estimates of the power and resources of those nations, of the pro-

bable results of their controversies, and of our political relations

to them respectively.

Lastly and principally.-*-A visionary and superficial theory

in regard to commerce, accompanied by a real hatred but a feign-

ed regard to its interests, and a ruinous perseverance in efforts

to render it an instrument of coercion and war.

But it is not conceivable that the obliquity of any administra-

tion could, in so short a period, have so nearly consummated
the work of national ruin, unless favoured by defects in the

Constitution.

T(> enumerate all the improvements of which that instrument

is susceptible, and to propose such amendments as might render

it in all respects perfect, would be a task, which this Convention

has not thought proper to assum^.—They have confined their

attention to mi ' as experience has demonstrated to be essential,

and even among these, some are considered entitled to a more
serious attention than others. They are suggested without any
intentional disrespect to other States, and are meant to be such
as all shall find an interest in promoting. Their object is to

strengthen, and if possible to perpetuate, the Union of the

States, by remevin^ the grounds of existing; jealousies, and pro-
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' Whatever theories upon the subject of commerce have hith-

erto divided the opinions of statesmen, experience has at last

t|bewn, that it is a vital interest in the United Slates, and that its

success is essential to the encouragement of agriculture and man-
ufactures, and to ihe wealth, finances, defence, and liberty of the
nation, lu. welfare can never interfere with the other great in-

terests of the State, but must pi jiote and uphold them. Still,

those who are immediately concerned in the prosecution of com-
merce, will of necessity be always a minority of the nation.

They are, however, best qualified to manage and direct its

course by the advantages of experience, and the sense of inte-

Eest. But they are entirely unable to protect themselves against

the sudden and injudicious decisions of bare majorities, and the

mistaken or oppressive projects of those who are not actively

concerned in its pursuits. Of consequence, this interest is al-

ways exposed to be harassed, interrupted, and entirely destroy-
ed, upon pretence of securing other interests. Had the mer-
<shants of this nation been permitted, by their own government,
to pursue an innocent and lawful commerce, how different would
have been the state of the treasury and of pubiick credit ! How
shortsighted and miserable is the policy which has annihilated

this order of men, and dnnmed their ships to rot in the docks,

theiPbapital to waste unemployed, and their atTections to be
alienated from the Government which was formed to protect

them I Wha^ security for an ample and unfailing revenue can
Qver be had, comparable to that which once was realized in the
good faith, punctuality, and sense of honour, which attached the

mercantile class to the interests of the Government ? Without
commerce, where can be found the aliment for a navy f and
without a navy, what is to constitute the defence, and ornament,

and glory of this nation ? No union can be durably cemented, in

which every great interest does nof find itself reasonably secured

against the encroachment and combinations of other interests.

When, th'jrefore, the past system of embargoes and Commercial
restrictions shall have been reviewed—when the fluctuation and
inconsistency of pubiick measures, betraying a want of information

as well as feeling in the majority, shall have been considerfad,

the reasonableness of some restrictions upon the power of a bare

majority to repeat these oppressions, will appear to be obvious.

The next amendment proposes to restrict the power of making
otTensive war. In the consideration of this amendment, it is got
necessary to inquire into the justice of the present war. But one
sentiment now exists in relation to its expediency, and regret

for its declaration is nearly universal. No indemnity can ever
be attained for this terrible calamity, and its only palliation must-

be found in obstacles to its future recurrence. Rarely can the
3
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state of this country call for or justify ofTensive war. The ge-

nius of our institutions is unfavourable to its successful prosecu-

tion ; the felicity of our situation exempts us from its necessity.

—In this case, as in the former, those more immediately expo-

sed to its fatal eflfects are a minority of the nation. The com-
mercial towns, the shores of our seas and rivers, contain the pop-
ulation, whose vital interests are most vulnerable by a foreign

enemy. Agriculture, indeed, must feel at last, but this appeal

to its sensibility comes too late. Again, the immense population

which has swarmed into the West, remote from immediate dan-

ger, and which is constantly augmentipir, will not be averse from
the occasional disturbances of the Ati ick States. Thus inte-

rest may not unfrequently combine with passion and intrigue, to

plunge the nation into needless wars, and compel it to become a

military, rather than a happy and flourishing people. These
considerations, which it would be easy to augment, call loudly for

the* limhation proposed in the amendment.
Another ' amendment, subordinate in importance, but still in a

high degree expedient, relates to the exclusion of foreigners,

hereafter arriving in the United States, from the capacity of hold-

ing ofHces of trust, honour or profit.

That the stock of population already in these States, is amply
sufficient to render this nation in due time sufficiently great and
powerful, is not a controvertible question—Nor will it be seri-

ously pretended, that the national deficiency in wisdom^ arts,

science, arms or virtue, heeds to be replenished from foreign

countries. Still, it is agreed, that a liberal policy should offer

the rights of hobj)itality, and the choice of settlement, to those

who are disposed to visit the country.—But why admit to a par-

ticipation in the government aliens who were no parties to the

compact—who are ignorant of the nature of our institutions, and
have no stake in the welfare of the country , but what is recent

and transitory ? It is surely a privilege sufficient, to admit them
after due probation to become citizens, for all but political pur-

poses.—To extend it beyond these limits, is to encourage for-

eigners to come to these slates as candidates for preferment. The
Convention forbear to express their opinion upon the inauspi-

cious effects which have already resulted to the honour and
peace of this nation, from this misplaced and indiscriminate lib-

erality.

The last amendment respects the limitation of the office of
President to a single constitutional term, and his eligibility from
the same State two terms in succession.

Upon this topick it is superfluous to dilate. The love of

power is a principle in the human heart, which too often impels

to the use of all practicable means to prolong its duration. The

h
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«ffice of President has charms and attractions vrhich operate as

powerful incentives to this passion. The first and most natural

exertion of a vast patronage is directed towards the security of

a new election. The interest of the country, the welfare of the

people, even honest fame and respect for the opinion of poster-

ity, are secondary considerations. AH. the engmes of intrigue,

all the means of corruption, are likely to be employed for this

object. A President, whose political career is limited to a single

election, may find no other mterest than will be promoted by
making it glorious to himself, and beneficial to his country. But
the hope of re-election is prolifick of temptations, under which
these magnanimous motives are deprived of their principal force.

The repeated election of the President of the United States from

any one State, affords inducements and means for intrigue, which

tend to create an undue local influence, and to establish the dom-
ination of particular States. The justice, therefore, of securing

to every State a fair and equal chance for the election of this

officer from its own citizens', is apparent, and this object will be

essentially promoted by preventing an election from the same
State twice in succession.

Such is the general view which this Convention has thought

proper to submit, of the situation of these States, of their dan-

gers and their duties. Most of the subjects which it embraces

Jiave separately received an ample and luminous investigation,

by the great and able assertors of the rights of their Country, in

the National Legislature ; and nothing more could be attempted
on this occasion, than a digest of general principles, and of re-

commendations, suited to the present state of publick affairs.

The peculiar difficulty and delicacy of performing, even this

undertaking, will be appreciated by all who think seriously upon
the crisis. Negociations for Peace are at this hour supposed to

be pending, the issue of which must be deeply interesting to all.

No measures should be adopted, which might unfavourably affect

" that issue ; none which should embarrass the Administration, if

their professed desire for peace is sincere ; and none, which on
supposition of their insincerity, should afford them pretexts for

prolonging the war, or relieving themselves from the responsi-

bility of a dishonourable peace. It is also devoutly to be wished,

that an occasion may be afforded to all friends of the country, of

all parties, and in all places, to pause and consider the awful state, to

which pernicious counsels, and blind passions, have brought this

people. The number of those who perceive, andwho are ready to

retrace errours, must, it is believed, be yet sufficient to redeem the

nation. It is necessary to rally and unite them by the assurance,

that no hostility to the Constitution is meditated, and to obtain

their aid, in placing it under guardians, who alone can save it

if
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from destruction. Should this fortunate change be effected, the

hope of happine8S and honour may once more dispel the rar-

Touoding gloom. Our nation may yet be great, our union dura-

ble. But should this prospect be utterly hopeless, the time will

\\ot have been lost, which shall have ripened a general sentiment

of the necessity of more mighty efforts to rescue from rain, at

least some portion of our beloved Country.

TrtEREFORE RESOLVED—
That it be and hereby is recommended to the Legiila-

torei of the several States represented in this Convention, to

lidopt all such measures as may be necessary eff*ectually tO pro-
tect the citizens of said States from the operation and effects bf
fall acts which have been or may be passed by the Congress of

the United States, which shall contain provisions, subj<ectiti|;

the militia or other citizens io forcible drafts, conscriptions, or

impressments, not Authorized by the Constitution of the United
States.

Resolvedi That it be and hereby is reconJehendcd to the tald

Legislatures, to authorize an immediate and earnest application

to be made to the Government of the United States, requesting

their consent to some arrangement, whereby the said States

may, separately or in concert, be empowered to assume upofi

themselves the defence of their territory against the enemy ; atid

a reasonable portion of the taxes, collected within said States,

may be paid mto the respective treasuries thereof, and appropri-

ated to the payment of ttie balance due said States, and to the

future defence of the same. The amount so paid into the said

treasuries to be credited^ and the disbursements made as afore-

said to be charged to the United States.

Resolved, That it be, and it hereby is, recommended io the

Legislatures of the aforesaid States, to pass laws (Where it has
not already been done) authorizing the Governours or Com-
tnanders in Chief of their militia to make detachments from th^

same, or to form voluntary corps, as shall be most cotiyenient

and conformable to their Constitutions, and to cause the same to

be well armed, equipped and disciplined, and held in readiness

for service ; and upon the request of the Governour of either of

the other States, to employ the whole of such detachment or

corps, as well as the regular forces of the State, or such part

thereof as may be required and can be spared consistently itith

the safety of the State, in assisting the State, making such I'e-

quest to repel any invasion thereof which shall be made or at-

tenspted by the publick enemy.

I!
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Reaolvedt That fhe following amendments of the Constitution

of the United 8tate8, be recommended to the States represent-

ed as aforesaid, to be proposed by them for adoption hy the

State Legislatures, and, in such cases as may be deemed expe-
dient, by a Convention chosen by the people of each Slate.

And it is further recommended, that the said States shall

persevere in their efforts to obtain such amendments, until the

same shall be effected.

First. Representatives and direct taxes shall be apportion-

ed among the several States which may be included within this

union, according to their respective numbers of free persons, in-

cluding those bound to serve for a term of years, and excluding
Indians not taxed^ and all other persons.

Second. No new State shall be admitted into the union by
Congress in virtue of the power granted by the Constitution,

without the concurrence of two thirds of both Houses.

Third, Congress shall not have power to lay any embargo on
the ships or vessels of the citizens of the United States, in the

ports or harbours thereof, for more than sixty days.

Fourth. Congress shall not have power, without the concur-

rence of two thirds of both Houses, to interdict the commercial

intercourse between the United States and auy foreign nation or

the dependencies thereof.

Fifth. Congress shall not make or declare war, or authorize

acts of hostility against any foreign nation, without the concur-

rence of two thirds of both Houses, except such acts of hostility

be in defence of the territories of the United States when actu-

ally invaded.

Sixth. No person who shall hereafter be naturalized, shall

be eligible as a member of the Senate or House of Representa-

tives of the United States, nor capable of holding any civil office

under the authority of the United States.

Seventh. The same person shall not be elected President of

the United States a second time ; nor shall the President be

elected from the same State two terms in succession.

Resolved, That if the application of these States to the go-

vernment of the United States, recommended in aforegoing Re-
solution, should be unsuccessful, and peace should not be con-

eluded, and the defence of these States should be neglected, as

it has been since the commencement of the war, it will in the

opinion of this Convention be expedient for the Legislatures of

the several States to appoint Delegates to anotner Convention,

to meet at Boston, in the State of Massachusetts, on the third

Thursday of June next, with such powers and instructions as

the exigency of a crisis so momentous may require.

1
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Resolved, That (he Hon. George Cabot, the Hon. Chauticey

Uoodricb, and the Hon. Daniel Lyman, or any two of them, bo
uuthorized to call another meeting of thitt Convention, tu be bol-

den in Boston, at any time before new Delegates shall be chosen,

as recommended in the above Resolution, if in their judgment
the situation of the Country shall urgently require it.

Hartford, January 4th, 1815.

GEORGfe CABOT,
NATHAN DANE,
WILLIAM I'HESCOTT,
IIARHISON G. OTIS,
TIMOTHY BIGELOW,
JOSHUA THOMAS,
SAMUEL S. WILDE,
JOSEPH LYMAN,
STEPHEN LONGFELLOW, Jr.

DANIEL WALDO,
HODIJAII BAYLIES,
GEORGE BLISS,
rilADNCEY GOODRICH.

JAMES HILLIIOUSE,
JOHN TREADWELL,
ZEPHANIAH SWIFT,

'

NATHANIEL SMITH,
CALVIN GODDARD,
ROGER M. SHERMAN.
DANIEL LYMAN,
SAMUEL WARD,
EDWARD MANTON,
BENJAMIN HAZARD,
BENJAMIN WEST,
MILLS OLCOTT,
WILUAM HALL, Jb.
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SCHEDULE (A,)

Shewing the ascertained expenses of the war, prior to July 1, 1814.

Military Department, or land forces, from January 1, to Sept. 30,

1812, including about six months of peace, and three months of

war, in that year, $7,464,814 80
From Sept. 30, 1812, to Sept. 30, 1813, 18,484,753 49
Prom Sept. 30, .1813, to Dec. 31, 1813, - 5,887,747 00
From Jan. 1, to July 1, 1814, - - - 11,210,238 00

«A8certained expenses of the Land forces from
Jan. 1, 1812, to July 1, 1814

Navy Department, from Jan. 1, to Sept. 30, 1812,

about six months of peace, and three months of

war, the sum of - - - $2,638,612 05
From Sept. 30, .1812, to Sep

30, 1813,

From Sept. 30, to Dec. 31, 1813, 1,248,145

From Jan. 1, to July 1, 1814, 4,012,899

* I $43,047,550 20

'1 6,420,707 20

10
90

I
I

.14,320,36.'i 16

Ascertained war expenses to July 1, 1814, $57,367,915 44
to which must be added, large sums not ascertained,

and, also disbursements made by individual States,

these must b« more than , - - - • 3,000,000 00

$60,367,915 44

^-\
(

JSfote.—The Military and Naval expenses of the United States from
January 1, 1812, to Juae 18, 1812, when war was declared, are in-

cluded in the above Account, and were, partly on account of the peace

establishment, and, in part, preparations for war. Bo that this enor-

mous expenditure was incurred in the Military and Naval depart-

ments alone, in two years of soiali warfare, and in six months that

preceded it. ii:

I.
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SCHEDULE (B,)

^ Shewing the receipts at the Treasuiy of the United States from
January 1, 1812, i/o July 1, 1814, including about 6 months of peace,
and about two years of war, to wit

—

From Jan. 1, to Oct. 1, 1812, from the proceeds of
the customs, the sales of land, &c. being three fourths

of the revenue year, $8,201,210 18
The balance in the Treasury charged this account, 3,947,818 36
On the 11 million loan under the act of March

14, 1812, 5,847,212 60

Receipts from Oct. ., 1812, to Oct 1,1813, to wit-

From the proceeds of the customs, $12,596,491 55
Sales of land, - - - 830,671 53
Other items of revenue, - 140,879 35

$17,996,241 04

On account of the 11 million loan, $4,33j7,487 50
On the 16 million loan, act Feb.

8, 1813, 14,488,125 00
Treasury Notes issued on the act of

June 30, 1812, - - - 4,898,300 00
Do. do. act Feb.

25, 181.% - - - - - 253,000 00

-13,568,042 4a
^

Receipts from Oct. 1, 1813, to Jan.

1, 1814, to wit—
From the customs and sales of

lands, &c. - ... $3,678,565 00
On the i6 miliien loan, - 1,5)1,875 00

On the seven and half million loan, 3,907,335 00
Treasury notes, - - - 3,778,700 00

-23,976,012 50

Receipts from Jan. 1, to July 1,

1814, to wit—
From the proceeds of the customs,

Sales of pul)lick lands..

Internal duties and direct tax,

Postage and Incidenthi receipts,

-12,876,475 00

On the 7 1-2 million loan,

act Aug. 2, 1813, - $3,592,665

On 10 million loan (part

of the 25 millions) - 6,087,011

4,182,088 25

540,065 68

2,189,272 40

166,744 00

$7,078,170 33

Carried forward, $9,679,676 $7,078,170 33 $68,417,070 «?

•'^'
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210 18

818 36

,212 60

,241 04

,042 4a
^

,012 50

.475 00

,070 n

S5

brought ap,

Treasury notei

•n act Feb. 25,

1813, - $1,070,000

Do. on act

Mrrcb 24, 1814, 1,392,100

9,679,676 $7,078,170 33 $68,417,670 9T

j-^ !> y:>'X

,f.:-r,^
2,462,100-12,141,776 00-19,219,946 33

87,637,617 30
659 32

w

, Deduct cash io the treasury. July 1, 1814, '; v 4,722,i

•ft" ,;'*"

Deduct payments made atihe trea- *.' $82,914,057 98

^ury in the same period from Jan. 1,

1812, to July 1, 1814, to wit— ,
. ^^^

The civil list, Indian department, &c. $4,697,872 32 ;
;
I •! ?,

Interest and principal of the publick
'

• 'j^. i..

debt, : -f^^-.,*; ;x?;^ 'V V if- 21,101,417 72-25,799,2^^04

Lift for war purposes in this period, ' •* - $57,115,667,94

Note.—Thus while the war cost above 60 millions of dollars, and
the land forces 46 millions of ^l| sum, there wau but a small British

army employed against the Unned States, and in this period, disgrace

generally attended the American arms by land.

<^.U.- , V SCHEDULE (C)
Shewing the great increase of the revenues of the United States,

frpm the .i^optioa of the Constitution to the adoption of the restric-

tive system ; and while commerce continued free, and the great

diminution of these revenues since that system was resorted to

—

they were as follow, as by Treasury statements.

Prior to
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four yeHfB precediag the loug embftrgo, anaoiirted to about f.fty-eight

millioos of dollars, or to $14,300,000 u year. And if there had been no
embargoes or restrictions on commerce these would have increased, at

least not decreased till the war was commenced. That commenced
four years and a half after the embai^o was laid. It will lie seen that

all the revenues amounted, in four years, before the embargo, to

$62,570,274, and deducting for other sources of revenue, one million a
year, there will remain $58,579,274 received from imposts and
tontinge duties: whereas in the three years and nine months after the

embargo was laid, all the revenues, as above, amounted only to

$38,508,022, or at the rate of $40,817,690 in four years ; hut in these

four years were included, not only the ordinary million a year, but the

two million direct tax of 1708, and the new internal duties of those

four yeai-s, whence was collected at least two millions and a half;

hence deduct $6,500,000 from $40,817,990 leaves, received from im-

post and tonnage duties $34,317,990,—$24,261,284 less than was
received in the four years preceding the embargo; that is, above six

millions a year, or above twenty-seven millions for the four years and a,

half, the restrictive system existed before the war; hence this sum was
clearly lost by this system—See Schedule F.

Note, also—The said $1 6,262,651 Hiiras received thus,—from in-

ternal revenue, $6,460,003; direct tax, $1,757,240; sales of land,

$6,161,283 02; postage of letters, &c. $667,343; miscellaneous,

$1,216,775.

Therefore, it is clear, that if tliere had been no restrictive systein or

war, the old delit of the United States, would have been, before this

time, paid, or nearly paid.

SCHEDULE (D,)

m ;^j|

Shewing the flate of the arn'y of the United States previous to

July 1, 1814. It was thus—eilec:ivcs 27,010; aggregate 31,539; sta-

tioned as follows

:

In the first Military District, at Boslon. Portsmouth, Portland and
Eastport, aggregate number

2 Military District at New-London, kc.

3 do. at New-Yoik,
4 do. at Fort Mifflin, d:c.

5 do. at Baltimore, Norfolk,

6 do. Nort . and South Carolina and Georgia,

7 do. at New-Orleans, Mobile, &c.

655
714

2,116
308

2,244

2,244

2,378

10,659Stationed on the sea board,

8 Military District at Detroit, Sandwich, &c. 2,472

9 do. division of the right, 11,705

at BufTaloe, Sacket's harbour, &C. 6,613

18,408

CO the Canada line, 20,880

total—31,539
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Recruits enlisted from January ?7, 1814, to September 30, 1814, a»^

by the return of the Inspector General were 13,898

:

/ •

to wit—in February 1814, 980 '

March „ . 2,357 '

• -y : April „ 2,501 ,. , , .

,
• V . May „ - 2,138 '

.i

June „ 1,445 .

July „ 1,486 . '
,

August „ 1,687 '•

Sept. „ . 1,304

la,898 "
.

Note—An army of 31,539, early in the year 1814, was, no doubt, a

much larger army than the United Statt ^ kept up the two first years

of the war; and if properly employed, 31,000 regular troops were cer-

tainly adequate to oppose any force Great Britain, in those years,

employed against the United States—31,000 men, according to the

estimates of the War and Treasury Departments, should not have cost

more than 12 mi'lions a year, or 24 millions in the two years; whereas

the land forces did cost 46 millions and more, in the wasteful manner
in which the war was conducted.

Note, also—When it is considered the United States had on the 1st

of July, 1814, a regular army of 31,539, and enlisted in 8 months,

from February 1, to October 1, 1814, 13,898 men, for what jjossible

p -etence can the national government have recourse to conscription,

and measures destructive of the liberties of the people, to fill the ranks

df the army ? The course of enlistments amply proves, that if the army
be well paid and su|>ported, and according to contracts, there can be
no occasion to resort to such violent measures.

Note, alsoT-0{ the 10,659 regular troops on the sea board, only

1,369 were stp ioned in New-England.

SCHEDULE (E.)

Though the operations of the war in 1 781 and 1782 were great, espe-

c'ally in the Southern States, yet it cost America far less than fifteen

millions a year, as will appear by the publick documents. In 1782 Con-
gress made an estimate for an army of 25,000 men. This estimate,

which proved to be correct, was a little over eight millions of dollars.

The individual States' expenses will be found not to have exceeded four

millions a year, and Navy expenses were trifling. In 1 78 1 the expenses

were about three milliors more than in 1782.—Prices were about the

same then as now.

The following is an abstract of the expenditures of the United States

from the adoption of the Constitution, to Oct. 1,1812, taken from Trea-

sury Reports

:

m\
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Amount brought forward, 27,000,000
e&penditure of puhlick monies, in llie war and navy depart-

ments, in this short period, of more than 33 millions of dol-

lars, 33,000,000

Revenue and public monies lost by foolish restrictions,-^— --

and in a profligate management of the war, - - $60,000,000
Schedule E, also, shews how moderate our military expenses wer«

prior to the present war.

2V(tfc....Had this large sum been saved, as it might have been, with
perfect ease by a wise and economical administration, the credit of the

United States, at this moment, would have been unim[)aired, and the
very heavy direct and internal taxes now laid on the peo[)le to supply

the place of this sum, so lost and wasted, might have been avoided.

In fact, examine the expenditures ot all former wars in this country,

the force brought against it in the two first years of this war, and every
cause of necessary expenditure, and it will appear, that not so much as
2"! nillions ought to have been expended in the military and naval'ds-

p&: inents in the period in question.

. SCHEDULE (G,)
;

Shewing the amounts of the several Internal Duties, distinctly, that

have accrued for the two first quarters of thie year 1814. Ascer-

tained to have been received in each State and Territory of the

United States, viz.

•i>'
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i SCHEDULE (n.) I.*#.

This shews the great increase of the commerce of the United States,

under federal administrations when it was free. Also its great diminu-

tion under embargoes, restrictions and war. 2. The comparative ex-

|H>rts of the several States from time to time. 3. The liiuu of exports,

as articles domestick or foreign, as productions of the forest, of agricuU

ture, of the sea, &c.
>' .••(. '* ),

1. The exports of Ihe United States every fifth year, to wit

—

iVo<c....Thus the exports, when
commerce was free, increased near-

ly fold in 15 years, and under

restrictions diminished about one

half as stated below.

1791



& The kind of exports from the United States, as articles d<»-

Wjistick or foreign
;
[)roductioa8 of the forest, agriculture, of the sea, Sic.

PkmI. of the forest,

/l of the sea,

of agriculture,

of m:inufact.

IfiBCcllaneous,

l^orcign articles,

Year 1804

4,600,000

3,420,000

30,890,000

2,100,000

430,000

Year 1805

5,201,000

2,884,000

31,552,000

2,525,000

155,000

Year 1806
4,861,000

3,116,000

32,375,000

2,707,000

445,000

Year 1807

5,476,000

2,804,009

37,832,000

2,120,000

468,000

41,440,000

36,231,597

42,371,000

53,179,021

43,504,000

60,283,000

48,700,000

59,643,578

77,671,597 I 95,556,021 I 103,787,0001108,343,578

Thiis statement shews, that about three fourths of the domestick exports

of the United States are the produce of agriculture, and for four years

jnrior to the embargo, exceeded on an average 33 millions a year. It

will readily be seen what great losses there must have been in regard

to these articles, when the regular exportation of them has been capri*

oiousiy interrupted for 7 years past, by embargoes, restrictions and
war, the same as to the produce of the forest, and, that of the sea; the

latter amounting, on an average, for four years next before the em-

bargo, to aliove 3 millions of dollars a year, has been by restrictions

and war, wholly destroyed—And the shijiping employed formerly, ia

acquiring these productions of the sea, is nearly rotten at the wharves,

Wid the seamen engaged in this branch of business, very im|K)rtant, in

m publicU view, are scattered and gone.

, The domestick articles in the four years next before the restrictive

system, were 50 millions more than the same articles exported in the

four years under it, and before the war.

.''Al

., . NOTE.—Page 8. *
'

lExtract from Report of the Secretary of the Navy, dated November

15, 1814.

' There is another branch of the service which appears to me to merit

the seriousdeliherationofthe legislature, with regard tothe e&tablishment

of some regular system, by which the voluntary enlistments for the navy
may derive occasional reinforcement from the services of those seamen,

who, pursuing theirown private occupations, are exempt, by their itine-

rant habits, from publick service of any kind. In my view there would
be nothing incompatible with the free spirit of our institutions, or with

the rights of individuals, if registers, Avith a particular descriptive re-

cord, were kept in the several districts, of all the seamen belonging to

the United States, and provision made by law for classing and calling

into the publick service, in succession, for reasonable stated periods,

such portions or classes, as the publick service might require, and if any

\
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Itttmeaft froitf^he foUowbg «xtr«c|froiii a apetieli oMUr^lJIailhoii.
in the Debates of the YiKisiA ConveDtibii, that he h^ « pWheftok
^'?«*o*^no>«tafceB whleh in^i)ald induce anMvJority oTSta^l^sv*.
VoaT VAoiNiA agaipBtlthe <?anyw«' Stojfej. See also ttie speectev'bT
Mt. Nichotaa in tjtat C<iittvention, and the mm«» in the SMe^^aUit,
vrittcabBf Mr. Mi^n.
Bxtl-actfiora del^ih Virginia, Coiiveiiti»n,-^fticlmioiid p. 224.

r wiU hot lit itum tifl 1 malEe one more obsenratiwi oA what fUl
from my honOHmbieTrieild. He mjrg, that the tciie difference betweeo
the states lies in tbi^ eiwwuiUMefr flwt some an canTin»«tate», add
others prpductive, acd thaft^ operation of the new goverameotwin
he, that there \^ he a PlMty of thefonner to combine agaJitBt the
pt^iest ofthe Hiitieir; and Upi^coiMeqiienUjrlt will he dangerous ix> pot
irio tbew powecffo do 80. I would join with hhn in tentim^t,. if
this w^w the <5Me. Were this within the hounds oC piobahUity, I

#'«wfe'^^^% atarmed, tnit I think that those States which are
«oirtM«WN«»!d as carrying states, fronp the non^portinr states,
win be hut few. I 8iip|K»e the southern ¥tetes will be coniidered by
WI, ai under the latter desorfption. Some other states have beea
mentioned by ail h««ooraWe member on the same side, which are not
considerwl as ifafij^ing slates. New-Jersey and Connecticut can by
no me^ns he eounierate<] among the carrying stktes. They rcceiw
t^eh- ^phesflhroQgh New-York. Here then is n plurality of non-
tni^M^ii^^H^^ 1 could add another ifnecessary. Dela^re, though
situated upo^lhe water, fe upon the list of noh-carrdoK states. 1

*Jfl* •^y W^ * S^t part of New-Hampsh^'-f w so. I htUeVe ft ma-
jonty^fth^pop^ of that Stat* reeelv« theii ^applies from Masfaohu-

®i^V °2?tW ,' '^'*^^'*^***'"*-"^**%*»t I oot add all those state?
which wlU ISe^lmitted hweifter into the union ? These wUl be non-
carryinit stat^, i^ will suppoBt Virginia io case the cariying stftteB
will attennitt^^llmbweagainstlthe rest. -;^^
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