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The Department of External Affairs announced today

that notes had been exchanged between Canada and the United States

providing for temporary emergency diversions of water for power

purposes from the Niagara area . Copies of the notes are attached .

The notes provide for the diversion above the falls

of 4,000 cubic feet per second, as arranged in the exchange of

notes between the two Governments on Lhy 3,. 1944, through the

hydro-electric plants located along the Canadian side of the

Niagara River, and the additional diversion of 2,500 cubic feet

per second,. during the non-navigation season only, through the

Welland Ship Canal for use in the DeCevr Falls power plant nea r

St . Catharines . The diversion of the 2,500 cubic feet was recently

requested by Canada at the instance of the I:ydro-Electric Power

Commission of Ontario to alleviate the serious power shortage in

Southern Ontario ..

In view of the emergency power situation in Ontario,

the agreement will be operative provisionally as of today's date

with the understanding that it will enter into force definitively

when approved by the United States Senate and if rejected by that

body,. the agreement will thereupon terminate and the diversion of

water provided therein be discontinued .
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-NOTE FROM THE CANADIAN AIlIBtiSSADOR TO*THE UNITED STATEB

TO

THE ACTING SECRETARY OF STATE OF THE UNITED STATES

Washington, December 23,1948 .

Sir,

I have the honour to refer to the exchanges of notes of
May 20th, 1941, and October 27th and November 27th, 1941, regarding
emergency diversions of rater for power purposes from the Niagara
River, and to conversations that recently have taken place between
officials of the Governments of Canada and the United States of
timerica regarding the critical power shortage in Southern Ontario .

In view of the urgent• need for additional power in Ontario
and of the fact that there are existing hydroelectric facilities on
the Canadian side of the Niagara River to use additional rater, the
Government of Canada hopes that the Government of the United States
of America will permit the foïlo7ing temporary diversions :

1 . The temporary diversion above the falls for power purposes of
4,000 cubic feet per second, in terms of daily aggregate, as
provided in the notes exchanged between the two Governments on

May 3rd, 1944 , through the hydroelectric plants located along the

Canadian side of the Niagara River .

2 . The temporary additional diversion of 2,500 cubic feet per
second, in terms of daily aggregate, during the non-navigation
season, through the Welland Ship Canal for use in the DeCert
Fells power plant near St . Catharines .

These diversions of vater for po,~+er purposes shall be sub-

ject to the following conditions :

1 . They shall terminate not later than April 15
1h, 1951 .

2 . They shall be revieved periodicully, as are the arrangements
effected by the exchanges of notes referred to above .

3 . They shall be used only through the existing hydroelectric
facilities and shall not involve the construction of any new

facilities .

Gccept, Sir, the renerred assurances of my highest consideration .

N . H . ^ROIdG
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II

NOTE FRO11 THE ACTING ',71,CRET_4 .RY OF S'1177 OT Tins UivITED STAFES

TO

TAE CAVADIAN A?MM7~7, AD(?F. TO THE 111ITTED STATIF S

i'iashington, Dece-:ber 23, 1948 .

Excellency,

I have the honor to inform ycu that the Gcverrslent of the

United States of America concu.~s in the proposals set forth in your

note of Dece,.ber 23rd, 1945, and that it is villinh to permit the di-
versions of water under the conditions stated in your note and on the

basis .that the diversions will not create any vested intErest in the
use of such anounts of water .

The Governnc:nt of the United States of America consider s

that your note and this reply thereto shall be regarded as an agreement

betvfen the Government of the United States of America and the Govern-
ment of Canada concerning thin r..ztter . In vietiv of the eMergcncy power

situation to which you rEfE .r in your note,, the Governmcnt of th e

United States of America will consider the said agreerent to be

operative provisionally as of today's datc, with the undcrstanding

that this agreement shall enter into force definitively when approved
by the Seriate of the United States of k^erica and if rejc ;ct.ed by that

body the agreement shall thcrFupon tErminate and the diversion of
these waters provided therein shall be discontinued .

Accept~ - Sir•~ the--renec:ed assurances of my hi~hc.st consideration .

RCEFRT A . LOIFTT


