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T hanks for

TANKS AND THEIR USES

In October 1915 picked men from
the Derby recruits were constituted
the Heavy Armoured Section of the
Motor Machine Gun Service. At this
time the Tank was a myth and the
formation of this section further
mystified the public.—There were no
signs of cars, -armoured or- un-
armoured, and the only training given
the men was foot drill and machine
gun practice.

However after some time spent in
this training the Officer Commanding,
after commending his troops for- the
excellent spirit they had shown, bade
them be of good heart, as a wonderful
new car, which would astonish them
all, was shortly to be. issued for
service.

A camp was selected, fully screened
from onlookers and guarded by
sentries posted at intervals of 100
yards. Here the tanks were stationed
and the men introduced to them ful-
filling all expectations as to surprise.

To Destroy Machine Guns.

At the close of 1914, when the con-
tending armies had settled down to
trench warfare, it became necessary
to provide some means of defeating
the machine gun of the enemy if our
infantry were to carry out assaults
with success. 'The idea of a self-
propelled armoured car was given
birth to and such an engine, recalling
the turris mobilis of Livy was created.
The caterpillar tractor was the basis
of the new weapon.

_The War Office, urged by the Com-
mander in Chief, in France, ordered
investigation into the prospects of
such a car and laid down certain con-
ditions that had to be fulfilled. It
should be able to climb a five feet
parapet and ecross a ten feet ditch.
In weight and width it had to conform
to. the War Office standards also to
railway transportation requirements.
It must not be too high for reasons
of visibility to the enemy. Tt must be
protected against close range rifle fire
and must be able to destroy machine
gun emplacements et

Adm:ralty Experiments.

A year was spent in experiments

before a satisfactory machine was pro-

duced, the re_sult of;which we are most

the T anks

says:

“Tommy ATKins”

of us familiar with. Well do we remem-
‘ber the first photographs ‘published
of the “tank”—how we questioned
‘whether the whole thing was a hoax.

It was not until July 1916 that the
first consignment of “tanks” arrived
at the camp. There were machines
of two different designs. One called
the male, was armed with two Hotch-
kiss quick firing guns with machine
guns for dealing, at close quarters with
emplacements for machine guns. The
other type, called the female, was
armed with machine guns only for
dealing with machine gun crews and
riflemen.

Crews Had Lots To Learn.

The members of the Heavy Section
had, after arriving at 'the camp, a good
deal of work in front of them before
they could take their tanks on active
service. 'They had to learn how to
steer them, to repair them and to fire
from them and even how to live at
all inside them.

motion together with the heat
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The cabin some nine or ten feet
wide, thirteen feet long and four feet
high, with a 100 horse poweer engine,
two guns, three or four machine guns,
provisions for three days, ammunition
and equipment inside, provided but
little accommodation for the crew.
The noise of the engine made it im-
possible to hear an order so that signs
had to be learnt and used. The rolling
and
smell brought on symptoms not un-
like those experienced by those not
accustomed to sea voyages.

Fifty Sent To France.

Training however proceeded and by
the end of July 1916 a trial combat
was staged on ground prepared to re-
present conditions at the front. This
and later trials proved that the tanks
answered the purposes for which they
were designéd. At the end of August
fifty tanks were sent off to France in
perfect secrecy.

They were painted on a basis of

names by the

camouflage and were given fancy
men, amongst which
may be mentioned:—His Majesty’s
Landships Cyclops, [Chaos, Café au
Lait, Creme de Menthe, Daredevil and
Deadwood Dick.

First Tanks in Battle.

On September 15 an offensive was
started (a continuation of the Battle
of the Somme) to drive the Hun out
of high ground near Thiepval. The
Germans ‘were strongly entrenched
and were 'well supported by machine
guns in concrete emplacements, and
it was the task of the tanks to put
these out of action.

The mist of early morning covered
the movements of these monsters and
when the mist cleared the British
soldier was mo more surprised than
the Germans were dumfounded. The
Hun, in desperation directed all avail-
able rifle and machine gun fire
against the tanks but the bullets fell
from their sides harmlessly. We re-

RUSALEM

The Spring at Soiomon’s Pool.
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Windsor Hotel

IBERVILLE.
L. C. LABERGE, Proprietor.

Best Accomodations.

HKeep out of the Cold
Just like Home at

Richelieu
Ice Cream Parlour

Come in and spend your spare time
at all times. You are welcome.

ICE CREAM,

SOFT DRINKS and
HOT DRINKS,
Pianola playing all the time.
~ Geo. Kostos, Mgr.

Remember that

0. LANGLOE & GOMPANY

is the place to buy your

Furniture

The big store—everything
you can wish,

Richelieu and St. James Streets
City of St. Johns,

Meet your friends at

I

Arsene Moreau

: Dealer in
GROCERIES, TOBACCO AND

LIQUORS.

posite Windsor Hotel.

‘Wholesale and Retail

129 Richelieu Street, St. Johns.
Telephone: 46

Hotel Poutré

Market Place,
St. Johns, Que.

A ‘C. Pontré, Prep.
You know it as the CITY Hotel.

member well enough reading how
these tanks advanced upon buildings,
nosed into them, and through showers
of bricks, mortar and timber, made
their way onwards; how trees, ob-
structing their path ‘were broken off
and crawled over, how wide trenches
were spanned and their progress un-
impeded.

Many amusing incidents can be re-
called, but it must not be imagined
that the proceedings of the tanks were
quite so amusing to those ingide, as
they appeared to the British infantry
and the war correspondent.

Conditions Inside.

The cramped quarters, the ‘head-
splitting noise and the difficulty of
ascertaining what was going on out-
side made the lives of the tank crew
anything but a picnic. The periscope
was perhaps shot away, the steering
gear, never easy, became maybe al-
most unmanageable. The mere manual
labour of moving the levers governing
the mechanism was an enormous task.

The crew had difficulty in com-
municating with the outside world and
had to rely chiefly on two carrier
pigeons—communication from the out-
side was even harder.

If a tank was put out of action the
crew generally managed to escape and
reports ‘say the casualties were small
compared with the number of tanks
put out of action,

Improvements.

Once having proved their value, the
tanks came to stay. Later in the year
tanks were sent to Egypt and were in
action at Gaza. In November they
were used again in France. Mean-
while new tanks on improved lines
were being constructed, new crews
trained, and the organisation changed
its title to that of the Tank Corps
under the command of a Director
General.

The new tanks are larger than those
at first used and the trailer ‘wheels
attached to those.of early design have
been done away with. The success of
the tanks in the Cambrai drive has
proved the tremendous value of the
tanks, and it is no surprise to us to
learn that the Hun has instituted
countermeasures against them.

Enemy’s Countermeasures.

The Germans have established
special observers and airplanes to
watch for tanks and signal their ap-
pearance, and guns, both in the rear
and in the trenches are directed
against them. Armour-piercing bullets
are served out to the riflemen and
machine gunners for use at closé
quarters, and elaborately concealed
tank traps are prepared to engulf the
monsters.

Great credit is due to the pioneers
of this Corps and to the inventive
genius of the creators of the tank.
It is not often the British lead in
matters of this kind but this war has
shown that the Britisher has ‘the
goods’ and moreover it can be said
of the tanks, that they do not in any
way ‘transgress any of the hitherto
accepted conventions of war.

0
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Clarice’s Fear.

Clarice—Sniff, sniff! Ch—Ch—
Charlie has gone to France.

Florence—Don’t worry, dear.
You know, a soldier has but one
chance in five hundred of losing
his life in the trenches.

Clarice—Yes, I know that, boo,
hoo! But it’s those French girls.
They say they are pretty, the
minxes '—Judge.

EMBLEME OF DAT KITCH.

The field kitchen we have in the
Depot was presented by the ladies
of Ottawa and a suitable metal
plate bearing a legend to that
effect was attached. This plate
however became detached as will
be seen in the following corre-
spondence :—

Valeartier 21 octobre 1916
Gentelmans :
i by the scrap on the
campe all the old dish i fine, = i
fine the ting you call the embleme
of one presentt an my wife hesay
that shes no blong to me, an sure
i send theting to do coronel
melville shes gif to me someting
for that maybe money perhaps a
nice cote for the littel boi shes fiv
yere ole. - ise now work for
de cap mcBane the brudder of de
coronel meBane hees giff me yure
rewarrd for the embleme ofMrs
O Connor you send dat to him for
me an ise get it sure.
fortunat
at cap m cBane

sansfaco n
vale artier.

St Johns, P. Que.
25 Octobre 1916.
Gentellman’s
; Ise only one freshmens
whose pas himself on Ingineers
an is axed by de curnel melville
for tank for sure dat bull trust
ouse pass on valcartier for be so
kind sir as pas de embleme misses
o connor what was spose be - fix
on dat kiteh with what be draw
buy fire team all same fire horse
de curnal she say she ave six meby
seve hor ate leatel boy an small
girl on top his house an need all
rewar dfor by cote an boot herself
An he say shedoan want dat
da membleme for put on her kitch
>  She bAke dE been all right
just de same ting dat embleme knot
on top de kiteH shes honest men
daf sansfacon what pic hup dat
embleme butt is bet ter misses
o connor now ting drop on his dam
fool hed.;—an save french men
inkwires for how rite for curnel
melville.
buy,
P.Q. Saint Jean
you knot like dis y mak de cap
bain rite herself.

0
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Nectar Salad.

Take one pair of cow’s horns,
chop same into fine powder and
mix with 4 oz of best dubbin. To
this add one pint of red ink and
indent for 6 lbs of ice (if this can-
not be obtained, you will have to
do without your salad) and serve
in powdered ice garnished with
horse-radish and the breast of two
water melons,

Thuotoscope
City Hall,

SATURDAY, 9th
Alice Joyce and Marc McDermott
in
- AN ALABASTER BOX
in 5 parts.

SUNDAY, 10th
THE GREAT RUBY
in 5 parts.

TUESDAY, 12th
4th Episode
THE VENGEANCE AND THE
WOMAN.

Special Friday 15th
FOR FRANCE — in 5 parts.
Show starts every night at 7 p.m.
—Usual prices —

My stock of jewélry is
always complete.
Come in and pick out your

Necessities or
PRESENTS

All goods absolutely guaranteed.

J. P. Meunier

IEWELLER,
108 Richeliew St. - ST. JOHNS
Remember that I repair watches.

For Refreshments, Candy and
Fruits, do not forget

St. Fohns
Jee Cream Parlor,

THE SOLDIERS HOME
A GV ARES Prop.
Phone 377 100 Richelieu St.

AT YOUR
SERVICE

ToiletLaundry

The Canadian Bank of

(ommerce

Paid-up Capital,
Reserve Fund

$15,000,000
$13,500,000

A supply of British notes on hande
which wilil be found of great convenienc,
for those going overseas. Denominations
£1, 108, Rate $4.90 per £.

Travellers’ Cheques issued, which will
be found a most convenient way of car-
rying money when travelling,

Use Foreign Drafts and Money Orders
for remittances to Furope,

AN
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GATHERING OF THE CLANS.

Interesting Ceremony Held In St.
Johns Behind Closed Doors.

We begin by enquiring why an
aceredited representative of this
journal was mnot accorded the
privileges of the press on this occa-
sion. To have to record by stealth
such an epoch-making event in the
city’s history, reflects none too
happily on the organiser of the
cyclonic events of last Saturday
night’s Caledonian rally at the
‘Windsor.

Mere chance—or was it fate?—
brought us within the portals of
that house, and with true journal-
istic sense, we ‘smelt a rat’ imme-
diately on arrival. From within
was heard many strange noises;
predominant among which was the
skirl of the pipes. Approaching
within the ‘danger zone’, we
traced the disturbance to a well
known room on the ground floor,
and assisted by a friendly keyhole
saw a strange sight.

No less a personage than the
redoubtable ‘Barb-wire’—the un-
,defeated champion of the Ypres
front, and formerly the unerowned
king of the ‘Scourinburn o’ Dun-
dee’—was holding a reception, as-

sisted by such stalwarts as Me-

Intyre—the de
redoubtable Barr, a gentleman
from the nervous corps, and by
the second edition of the star per-
former of Hamelin town in Bruns-
wick. The last named—be it known
to all men—having refused any
liquid refreshment, was strutting
back and forth the limited con-
fines of the room putting his very
soul into the ‘72nd’s Farewell to
Gibraltar’.

The chairman—at any rate the
man who had most glasses beside
him—his eyes protruding from
their sockets and riveted on the
piper, for the moment forgot the
horrors of war; and unashamed
drew from his pocket a handker-
chief, wiping away a sympathetic
tear.

Events moved fast after this.
Several of the less conspicuous
members, anxious to show their ap-
preciation of such hospitality
demanded a strathspey; and Me-
Intyre, who was occupying the
chair until his friend got over his
emotional ‘jag’ unburdened him-
self thus.—‘Misther piper! we
‘will now be havin’ chust one more
chune, and tat will pe—'Ta tiel
among ta Tailor’s!”’

The piper gave a vigorous punch
to his pipes, and having gone
through the usual painful preli-
minaries, planted himself in one
corner and motioned for the offen-
sive to proceed.

Space does not permit the details

of what followed. A wonderful
mix-up ensued and the .‘Hoochin’
could be heard  for miles. The
piper, who had exhibited such
wonderful staying powers, at last
sagged floorwards, his trusty pipes
concluding the orgy fittingly by a
series of spasmodic grunts; where-
upon the two Maes drained a
dipper and a half of Dewar’s
Special and became, once more, the
perfect Scottish gentleman.
Scourinburn o’ Dundee.

Editor’s Note :—Our reporter ar-
rived too late to find Sergt. Boyd
in the gathering. ILater reports
however bring this to light. In the
words of the Irishman himself, ‘I
couldn’t stand it any longer’ he
expressed his state of being.

THE PHILISTINES BE UPON
THEE SAMSON.

With maiden’s charms, Delilah, in
her prime
Bound in love’s chains the Sam-
son of our time.
In voice a power, but physically
unfit -

This sapper was declared. He
had to quit.
With heartstrings strain’d, the

parting came at last
Time winged its way, a week or
so had passed;
When ‘Knight-on’ horseback wooed
and won the maid;
And now her heart ‘manhar-
nessed’ is, ’tis said.

WELCOME TO:—

Lieut. R. G. 1. Harstone
Lieut. H. M. Wagner
Lieut. H. Schaffer
Lieut. A. E. Cameron

WELCOME BACK TO:—

A. Sergt. S. A. Mallet

A. Sergt. R. A. Semple

A. Sergt. H, W. Wilson
0—_———_—.

CONGRATULATIONS TO:—

A. Sergt. H. McGowan
Lee. Corpl. C. Buck

Lee. Corpl. F. G. McInnis
Lee. Corpl. A. Williams
2nd. Cpl. C. Stevens

2nd. Cpl. J. Stanley

2nd. Cpl. W. H. York.
Lee. Corpl. G. B. Carpenter
Lice. Corpl. H. M. Davidson
Lice. Corpl, G. Winkle

Lice. Corpl. P. W, Worsley
Lee. Corpl. W. G. Muir
Lee. Corpl. H., Lamb

Lee. Corpl. R. J. Murdock.

The Concert announced in last
week’s issue to be held in Victoria
Hall on March 14th, has been can-
celled.

Office Tel. 385. Res. Tel. 62,

PETERJ. OCAIN,

COAL AND WOOD

INSURANCE BROKER
31 Richelieu Street, ST. JOHNS P.Q.

3rd door from Merchants Bank.

P. O. Box 477.

ADAM’S
CHEWING GUM

BIL.ACK

JACK

5c. Per Package 5c.

For Sale at Canteen and Everywhere

J. A. BOULAIS

(Next to Post Office)

MAGAZINES — NEWSPAPERS — CIGARS — FRUIT-
CONFECTIONERY — SPORTING GOODS

NATIONAL HOT:

ST. JOHNS, Que.
N. Lord, Proprietor.

il

A FIRST CLASS HOTEL FOR TRANSIENT AND
PERMANENT GUESTS.

fe==ALL MODERN CONVENIENCES.
pe=~REASONABLE RATES

THE ROYAL BANK OF CANADA

INCORPORATED 1860,

Capital Authorized - - $ 25,000,000
Capital Paid Up - 12,911,700
Reserve and Undivided Proﬁts 14,324,000
Total Assets - - - 300,000,000

HEAD OFFICE, MONTREAL.

365 Branches in Canada and Newfoundland.
Thirty-eight Branches in Cuba, Porto Rico, Dominican Republic,
Costa Rica and Venezuela.

LONDON ENGLAND NEW YORK CITY
Bank Bldgs., Princes St., E.C. Cor. William and Cedar Sts.
Busmess Accounts Carried Upon Favorable Terms. ,
Savings Department at all Branches.
St. Johns Branch, F. Camaraire, Manager.
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THE COMMAND OF THE SEA.

When one realises that three quarters of the earth’s surface is
‘covered with water, and that on the ‘‘command of the sea’’ rests our
very existence at this critical stage of our lives, some idea of the
immensity of the problem that the British Navy, assisted by the
smaller navies of our Allies, has to deal with, can be formed.

The majority of us can be classed as landsmen; even the
Englishman—despite the fact that he cannot leave his country
without taking a sea voyage—comes under that category; and it is
with diffieulty that we fully appreciate what the ‘‘Command of the
Sea’’ really means and involves. 1

If it were stated that the British Army commanded a whole
continent we could very fairly appreciate the situation—such a
statement comes within the average man’s conception, but if we added
that the security of this army depended upon sca power, we are, at
once confronted with a statement that we often take for granted, but
if asked for explanation we could not furnish it.

In this failure ashore to appreciate the work of the Navy, we
find absence of imagination and such material that imagination feeds
on. We speak of the ‘“Command of the Sea’’ but we have o aids
to enable us to realise what it means.—No convenient charts, no
correspondent’s narratives nor reports from officers commanding,
afloat.

The impression prevails that somewhere on the high seas the
Grand Fleet stands sentinel, keeping at bay the main. fleet of the
enemy ; and that a great number of patrol ships are employed. The
matter ends there; and how are we to know or understand the
character and extent of the work of the Navy since the silence is
seldom, if ever broken ? ‘

It is true that losses have been sustained, that raiders have
broken through and bombarded some English coast towns but apart
from the U-boat nothing of any importance to the enemy has happened,
and our maritime communications have remained uninterrupted.

The U-boat represents our one limitation to the command of the
gea, but even this difficult problem is being controlled, but just how
we do not know. ;

This silent ‘‘carrying on’’ of our Naval duties is the secret of
its success. We do not, for one moment, imagine that the German
Admiralty is in the dark to the same extent as the average landsman;
but there are many features which lead to our blissful ignorance of
things naval on account of no publie utterances of our Admiralty
department, that the enemy would like to know. We enjoy, however,
a eonfidence in our Navy at all times; and results have shown that
that confidence is not in the least misplaced.

St. Johns, P.Q., Saturday, March 9, 1918.

WELL! WELL!! WELL!!!

Greatest One-Ring Show on Earth!

Hear Professor Milne, the Laird
of Bridoon with his marvellously
trained troop of High Divers and
Hard Hitters!!

See ’em Bump the Bumps.

* ¥ % %

The only- Simms, specially im-
ported from Ireland at Fabulous
Expense. He eats Coal and spits
Fire. Hear the Crack of his whip
and the Lash of his tongue!

* % % %

Senor Langeo, late of Hee-Haw,
Chile. The only Peg Leg Chilean
Demon Bareback Equestrian. See
him bust the bleedin’; browbeaten,

bronchos of the West.

* % ¥ %
Monsewer Rice, the Sorel tapped
centaur. Eats ’em alive, alive!
* % ¥ %

Bullman the Open-Faced Blonde.

| Throws ’em in his sleep! See him

in his fascinating revue ‘‘Off
again, on again’’!
* %k % %

Also Buttercup, the dainty Boy
Scout!

]

L R .

Herr Donaldson, the Iron-Face!
See him canter and take the lead.
He comes up to breathe! -

* % ¥ %

Wookey, the Iron Man, alias the

Cobalt Nugget! See him sparkle

in spots!
* * ¥ %

Also Gallagher, the Bi-Valve
Kid! The only one in captivity.—
Eats ’em whole!!

* % Kk %

Horse-Fly Tregillus, the Demon

of the Plains.
¥ K X %

The one and only Brewster, the

Orange Ade Kid!!
¥ Kk K Kk

Over and Under Fairbanks. See
his death defying Lioop the Loop
on the end of his horse’s narrative !

L R

See  Strong-Heart
Clinging Vine!

also

Rose Bud Chave, the Artful
Dodger.

Kerr, the

* % ¥ %

Performances daily, rain or
shine, hail or snow, at 1.15 p.m.

Come early and avoid the rush
at the Box Office!

Special rates for rafter seats!!

Hear the opening chorus, softly
sung by the hidden choir, ‘I don’t
know where I'm going, but I’'m on
my way’’.

The mangement respectfully re-
quests that spectators do not throw
peanuts to the performers. They
are,—at times,—easily annoyed.

* %k % %

Acting under instructions re-

ceived from the St. Johns Board

instructions, so immediately bought

‘stop it; using both his hands and

of Censors, the management begs
to state that children under 15
years of age cannot be admitted
to any of the performances. in
which the Laird of Bridoon is
featured.
Hear him!
him!!!

Hear

\.//,, A

Hear him!!

God Save the King.

0
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SENSATIONAL ARRIVAL AT
ST. JOHNS.

(Extract from Local Paper.)

Had war actually broken out in
our very midst, or was it worse?
Mothers gathered in their children,
while men of military age barred
the doors. Special correspondents
for the world’s famous papers,
‘‘Knots and Lashings’’, ‘‘The
Daily Mail’’ and ‘‘ The News’’ were
on the scene, but nothing could be
learned. ‘‘Central’’ said she knew
nothing, but admitted having
heard it. Something was wrong,
war, murder, or worse. The Police
Force (one was on duty the other
had gone to supper) was ordered
to be ready on an hour’s notice.
The Fire Brigade had the same

a horse and sent to the scene of the
last fire for the fire engine. The
Fire brigade cleaned his buttons
and ‘stood by’.

At-T o’clock the Police charged
he mob (on enquiring this morning
at the hospital it was learned he.
would - recover. Doctors - please
note). Things were getting pretty
bad, when a side door of the Royal
Residence was thrown open. It was
captured though far from dead,
sereaming and kicking, a soldier
had it under his arm, trying to

Stib R e

]
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VPR

four other soldiers of powerful
build came close behind, and the
crowd fell back as they came on. E
All of a sudden the sound ceased, '
and the Chief, a man of over 7
feet, raised his hand and said, ;
‘“Citizens! be this a warning. For ;|
three and a half years a bloody
war has been waged agin the Hun,
an’ wi’ a few exeeptions ye aré
all still here. Take ye notice, for
by an ither moon ten such as this 4
will be here. Conscription, scared %
ye, but nae lawyer nor judge can
save ye frae the gods of war when
we start. Lead on MeDuff.’”’ And
the quorum, to the tune of ‘The
Barren Road of Aden’ faded from %
sight and sound. Doors were e
opened, heads peeped through ,
slightly drawn blinds, and the eivil =
populace breathed freely once
again, ~ :

his teeth; but of no avail. “‘Some %

i
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TheatreRoyal

Friday and Saturday, March 8th and
9th.—Warren Kerrigan in “Manxman”,
in 7 parts.

Sunday, Monday and Tuesday,
March 10th, 11th and 12th.—Madge
Kennedy in “Nearly Married”, in 6
parts.

Saturday and Sunday, March 9th
and 10th.—Charly Chaplin in “By the
Sea”, in 2 parts.

The “Red Ace” series (2nd episode
this week), every Tuesday and Wed-
nesday of each week.

The “Bull’s Eye” series (1st episode
this week), every Thursday and Fri-
day of each week.

Those two series ineclude each 16
episodes.

10 and 15 cents. No War Tax.

WATCH OUR BILLBOARDS

RLith
G omplimentd of

L5 ymburner,

Limited,

360 oft. Laul eft, Sast,
(9]60nt*ceal.

H. Bernard & Son"

52 Richelieu Street,
Dealers

ey .
w Military Supplies
- OF ALL KINDS.

Cards, Pennants, Cushions, Magazines,
Military Brooches, Stationery,
Fountain Pens, Searchlights, Hockey,
Skates, Sporting Goods, etc.
“French at a Glance’® the best
book to learn to speak French.

“KNOTS AND LASHINGS”
-ON SALE SATURDAY NOON.

'Eggs for Easter

made of ’

World famous CHOCOLATE.
Send your orders early to our
Retail Store

222 Yonge St., Toronto, Canada

A Very Acceptable Gift is a BOX of

; Unsurpassed
CHOCOLATES and BON BONS

Our Breakfast Cocoa, like all our
‘ products, is unequalled for - -
PURITY, QUALITY, AND FLAVOR

“Knots and Lashings” is printed by
the E. R. Smith Co., Ltd. (“The News
and Advocate”) St. Johns, Que., Can.

THINGS THAT STRIKE ONE

Dear Mr. Editor, T crave a little space

That I might now enumerate all in good time and place.
To point out to the ‘powers that be’, :

The wrongs'that meed a remedy
Please bear with me a little, while I go on apace.

As is well known, the depot has its own ice skating rink,
Where certain nights our depot band with musie lends a helping
hand.
With pleasing waltz or stirring strain they help uphold the depot
name efficiency e’er to attain.
Thus far so good, but T am told that blowing in a band doth cause,
The bandsmen to bemoan, that they have hungry grown.
Their ‘little Marys’ start to ask, questions, re a slight repast.
The B. M. who is thoughtful for the welfare of his band,
Was kind enough, on his own, to find the food, altho’ I’ll own.

I'm much afraid he’d weary grown of throwing certain potent hints

to various men for food and drinks.
Now is this hardly on the square to our B. M.? or is it fair?

Point number two concerns the hats we wear around the depot.
' Blow east, blow west—the same old type of ‘chapeaux’
But strange to say the caps we wear are only for the summer fair.
Fur hats, alas, are handed in (if they possessed them) by the men
before they started for St. Johns.
Here then begins point number two of wrongs.
I know of men this week or two whose ears have nigh been frozen
through
In temperature thirteen below in biting wind and driving snow
Who suffered agonies because, such were the Military laws.
Alas they asked, but asked in vain for winter hats to ease their pain.
Is this quite square to our good men? or is it helpful anywhen?

Yours, ete.

Our Idea of a Soldie r.—Then; and Now—

“For the love of Mike,’” you _Séppers that have recently arrived,
Let’s hear from YOU. This is YOUR paper.

Standpipes

The most nearly automatic and
least troublesome are the ones
you want.

Specify

FAIRBANKS
MORSE

Standpipes, and you will have
the best obtainable. They are
widely used by all leading rail-
ways. 100 of these are already
on the way to France.

The Canadian
Fairbanks-Morse
! Co. Limited.

84 St. Antoine St, MONTREAL

Ohre

1'- I: LIMITED.

67 St. Paul Street, Fast,
MONTREAL, P.Q.

Wholesale
‘Tobacconists.

Canteen
Requirements
Supplied.

NEWLY OPENED

i

LUNCH ROOM

116 Richelieu Street, . St. Johns

HOME COOKING.
REASONABLE PRICES.

Established in 1876. Tel. 65

(. 0. GERVAIS & FRERE

Dealers in Dry Goods, Groceries,
Hardware, Glass, Qils, Pants,
and Cement.

Wholesale and Retail,
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Fred. Lake

13 Ralph %t;_(-')TTAWA.
Whips,
Lanyards,
= Polish,

Mirrors,

Guaranteed Goods.

On Sale in Canteen and
everywhere.

MOREAU

YMNodern Photographic Studio.
—HIGH-CLASS-=
—PORT RAITS—

21 St. James St.  St. Johns, P.Q.

MONARCH
BOTTLING
WORKS

IBERVILLE, QUE

Edouard Menard, - Proprietor

Pugh Specialty Co ,Ltd.

Manufacturers of
PENNANTS, CUSHIONS, CREST
' SHIELDS, CALENDARS, etc.

Jobbers of
MILITARY SUPPLIES.
Our lines are sold in your Canteen

38 to 42 Clifford Street,
TORONTO.

. MERCHANT TAILORS

. HEVEY & C0.

MILITARY ACCESSORIES

Bhe
Merchants Bank
of Canada.

Established 1864.

Paid-up.Capital. $7,000,000
Reserve Funds, $7,421,292

- SAVINGS DEPARTMENT
Start a Savings Account with us.
We welcome small accounts of wel
as large ones. Interest allowed at
best rates, paid half-yearly.
J. A. PREZEAU, Manage*

DEPOT XMAS GIFTS
TO C. E.’s IN FRANCE

Acknowledgements.
Can. Lit. Rly. Const. Coy.
Can. Engrs.
185218,
Officer Commanding
8 o) D e B
St. John’s, P.Q.
Sir:—
Many thanks for the Christmas
greetings and the cigarettes.
The ‘‘Players’’ were very much
appreciated by the men.
Wishing you all good fortune
during the coming year.
Sincerely yours,
C. W. West, Lieut.
for O. C.

France, Feb. 9th, 1918.
B D
St. John's, P.Q.
0.C., Officers and Men :—

It is with much pleasure that I
am writing to thank you for the
Christmas remembrance of twenty-
five cigarettes sent to the boys in
the field. It is a great treat to get
smokes from Canada as they seem
to be of a better quality than what
one gets out here.

Everything is going along well
out here but we will all be pleased
to see Canada once more. ~

Thanking you once more I will
now close, sincerely, %

Bapper H. R. Robinson,
8th Field Co. C.E.
France.

FROM THE ‘WILD AND
WOOLY’

Western Woman Sends a ‘‘Recki-
mend’’ to a Local Board.

Some of the pleas for exemption
given to local boards in different
localities are masterpieces of per-
suasive elogquence although fre-
quently of little avail in producing
the desired effect. There is, how-
ever, in the following plea from a
western state, which is authentic,
rough hewn and somewhat per-
suasive argument of a different
sort from a wife, not to exempt,
but to draft her husband, and to
make no mistake about it:

Dear United States Army:

Mi husban ast me to rite yu a
reckimen that he sports his
family. Cant reade, so dont tell
him. Just take him. He haint no
gud to me. He haint dun nuthin
but drink lemmin essense and play
the fiddle since i maryed him eight
veres ago and 1 got sevin of his
kids to fead. Mabie you can git
him to carrie a gun. Hes gude on
squerls and eatin. Take him an
weleum. I*nead his grub and bed
for his kids. dont tell him this
just take him,

Mary Jane Jones.

READ IT! READ IT!!
READ IT!!!

“BEHIND THE VEIL”’
or
‘“The Mystery of the Haunted
Chamber?’.
(Sequel to that Gripping Romance
““You’re Next’’!)
By that Powerful Triumvirate
of Writers:
Elinor Glynn
Capt. Powell
Lieut. Phillips
Get..in on 1t  Girls!
Everybody’s doin’ it !!
This is positively the
Season’s Best Seller.

IT CAN BE DONE

Somebody said it couldn’t be done,
But he with a chuckle replied
That ‘‘maybe it eouldn’t,’”’ but he

would be one

Who wouldn’t say so till he’d

tried.
So he buckled right in, with a trace
of a grin
On his face.
hid it.
He started to sing as he tackled the
thing
That couldn’t be done, and he
did it.
Somebody scoffed: ‘‘Oh,
never do that—
At least, no one ever has done
i
But he took off his coat and he
took off his hat,
And the first thing we knew he’d
begun it,
With the lift of his chin and a bit
of a grin,
Without any doubting or quid-
dit,
He started to sing as he tackled
the thing
That couldn’t be done, and he
did it.

If he worried he

you’ll

There are thousands to tell you it |-

can’t be done,
There are thousands to prophesy

failure;
There are thousands to enumerate,
one by one
The dangers that wait to assail
you;
But just buckle in with a bit of a
grin,
Then take off your coat and go
to it;
Just start in to sing as you tackle
the thing

That ‘‘cannot be done,”’ and
you’'ll do it!
: —Author Unknown.

OUR STANDARD.

To the individual who con-
tributed the ‘advertisement’ to our
news box, we would say, that his
mind needs cleansing. No wonder
he didn’t sign his name to it.

Smoke
Hudson Bay Co.’s

Imperial
Mixture

CANADA’'S FOREMOST
TOBACCO.

EVERYTHING THAT YOU
NEED IN A

DRUG STORE

You’l% find it at
Sabourin’s

Corner Richelieu (Main) and
St. James Street.

Special attention given to
“The men in Khaki.”’

J. L. PINSONAULT

PHOTOGRAPHER,
St. Johns,

79 Richelieu St,

Photo supplies, printing and develop-
ing for amateurs.

John Donaghy,

Customs Fouse Broker
and Shipper.

Dealer in

Hard and Soft Coal,
Hard and Soft Wood,
Kindling, &c.

21 Richelieu St., St. Johns, Que.

GET IT AT

H. RALPH,

136 Richelieu St., St. Johns

Everything in the line of
Clothingand Gents’
Furnishings
For Men and Boys.

Suits Made to Order at the lowest
prices.

J. R. GAUNT & SON

(Canada Co.) Limited.

315 Beaver Hall Hill,
Montreal. -

Military Equipments -— J
Badge, Buttons, Shoulder Titles,
Caps, Spurs, Puttees, Shirts, etc.
Souvenir Hat Pins, Brooches,
Belt Buckles, Ash Trays, etc.
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TOMMY’S ALPHABET

““A” is for ‘‘Argyll”’ that fine Highland Clan
who voted for rum right down to a man.

HB’) is

“C?% 18 the ‘‘Censor”’

SR is for ‘“‘Flanders’’

& H’ 1§ for “Huns’’

53

its even worse than

“Q’} iS the (%3

‘X7 as letters are no bally good

X TI8 10T Y pres

‘(V

? are the ¢

‘¢‘Biscuit’ we get in the trench,
it’s cursed at in English, German and French.
who must know ere this
a eross is a cross and a kiss is a kiss.
D’ is the ““‘Dugout’’ that gives us the habit
of dodging about like a paralysed rabbit.
“E” is an ‘‘ Easter Egg’’ laid by a louse
now there’s a family, my shirts their house.
according to wags
it used to be here but now its in bags.
G’ are the ‘‘Gumboots’’ that seem very neat
till your head eomes down ‘‘whack’ and up go your feet.
who are devils to roam
and till Belgium is ‘‘Hunless”’
“I” was an ‘‘Idiot’’—thought he’d be brave
stood on the parapet, he’s now in his grave.
““J” is the ‘“Jam’’ we all have to grapple
God knows we are fed up with Damson and Apple.
YK’ is an army composed of the best
we're glad they’ve come out to give us a rest.
““L°7 is the place — well you know where I mean
where defaulters ete. are oft-to be seen.
M’ is the ‘“Medico’ whom I personally hate
He gave me a ‘‘9’’ instead of an ‘‘87’.
N’ is the ““noise’” that is made by a shell
it goes up to Heaven and brings us down hell.
‘07’ is the ‘‘Offensive’’ we are starting on now
unearthing’ a cow.
““P’’ is the “‘Piper’” who pipes just for fun
and makes the Bosche glad he’s only a Hun.
Question’’ you might answer fast
How long is this blooming war going to last.
“R” is the ““‘Rum’’ that is dished out to you
. if you cannot stand one well you eannot ‘‘S tand To"’.
¢S’ is a Star-shell bound for the moon
as it quietly goes up, you quietly
““T’" is the drink we are now getting here
its rotten to know the Germans get beer.
‘U’ are the person the sniper is after
its ““Odds on’” he’ll get you and then theres no laughter.
““V?’ is the backsight you look through to shoot
the Hun he knows it, and snipes you, the brute.
“W?is for ‘““Wiring”’ a very fine job

till you get on the shins what was meant for the stob.

lets pretend they are charcoal for cooking the food.
surrounded by Snipers

pronounce it as you like but, we call it Wypers.
‘Zeppelins’’ seen in the skles

they never come near us, the statement lies.

we’ll never get home.

‘“get doon’’.

Special Rate to Soldiers
on Watch Repairing.

For Personal Use, or for Gifts,
I have a splendid assortment of
low and medium-priced articles.

COME AND LOOK
OVER MY STOCK. WE
ARE FRIENDLY HERE,

E. MESSIER,

83 Richelieu Strveet,, - ST. JOHNS
(Next to Pinsonnault the photographer)

Medical Board.

Doctor (to Spr. Swinglead) :—
“Well my man what is the matter
with you?’’ :

Spr. Swinglead :—‘‘I don’t feel
well at all, doctor, everything I eat
flies to my stomach, and I ‘am
spitting wind.”’

Doctor:— “How did you find
yourself this morning?’’

Spr. 8.:— ‘Well I just opened
my eyes and there I was.”’

Doctor (rather puzzled to or-
derly) :—‘‘Give him a Number 9.’

Orderly :—“We have none, Sir.”’

Doctor (impatiently) : — “Well
give him a couple of fours and owe

James O’Cain Agency,
H, A. ST-GEORGE, Mgr.

SAFETY FIRST.

Insure with us in an old line British
Company.

Agents--LLacKawanna Coal.

GO TO

Chagnon’s  New Restaurant

For a Good Meal.

WINDSOR HOTE

A. N. GOLDEN, Prop.

Make this Hotel Your
Headquarters while
in St. Jehns

Excellent

e o=
\N\(\e : Cuisine

merate Spacious Dining Rooms

For Choice Groceries and Fruit
—GO TO—

SIMPSON'S

MOIR’S BEST CHOCOLATES
AGENT FOR

Chas. Gurd’s Goods, and Laurentlan
Spring Water.

W. R. SIMPSON,  Richelieu Street,  ST. JOHNS, QUE.’

THIE :BEST

ICE CREAM IN CANADA

IS SUPPLIED TO THE CANTEEN BY
THE MONTREAL DAIRY CO. LIMITED.

Phone Office 535.

Phone House 71

C. G. Wilkinson,

City Passenger Agent G. T. Railway System,

Richelieu Street, St. Johns, P.Q.
»& STEAMSHIP TICKETS TO ALL POINTS.

him one,”’
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“NUTS AND RATIONS.”

‘When spring does come she had better not make her approach too
sudden, otherwise she might get drowned.

We listened to a discussion between two Sappers the other evening at
Supper, in the Mens Mess, and would here like to register our
opinion, that if our friends from the Otherside consider it good
enough to come from the States to join the Canadian Engineers,
it is certainly up to them. to remeniber that their allegiance is

- now sworn to King George. ‘

They have taken the Oath, and we would ask them to remember that,
during discussion, it is not always pleasing to sit still and listen
to adverse criticism upon our ways and means. - We, being
Soldiers of the Greatest Empire the world has ever seen, resent
these attacks which tend to create:friction.

We extend a hearty welcome to our friends as Brothers and Comrades
but would ask them to remember the oft. quoted saying about
doing in Rome as the Romans do.
refer to stated that he only came in because he was tired of all
this fighting and wanted to get over to France and finish the
whole bally affair up and done with. Big talk! we admire the

spirit. ‘I come from Mass’,’”’ was a favourite remark of his.

: . i
Personally we are afraid he used the first letter as a sort of
camouflage.

There was great rejoicing amongst some of the Depot over the
acquisition, by the Engineers, of a Piper. If one may judge by
the remarks in last week’s ‘‘Knots and ILiashings’’). Piper
be D blowed. It was our fortune to be present at a ‘‘Burng
celebration’’ in Montreal last January, and we confess it was the
piper who spoiled an otherwise enjoyable evening. Doctor
Johnson used to say the pipes sound well at a distance,—the
greater the distance the better.

An opinion endorsed by

PAT,

GRAND CONCERT IN SERGEANTS MESS.
PROGRAMME

Comic Song—Oh ! Where is my beer tonight? .. .. .. C.S.M. Evans
Recitation—Barrels, beers, and vessels (with action) .. Sgt. J. F'. Bell
Comic Song—I go to church each Sunday like a soldier

: il dan - e . Sgt. J. Boyd
Song—The Forester’s farewell (w1th hquld aceom-
‘paniment) . . Sgt. McLaren

Impersonamon——(/ohen on the telephone o daRE % 8 Bgbeenson
Comic Song—The bloomin’ barf’s a leakin’ an’ the
; water pipes is bust .. .. .
bong———Dou t go down in the mine dad! ..
Comic Song—*‘Fifty-tifty’’ (New York’s latest hlt)
Comic Song—I’m all alone .. . TR . Sgt. Ayres
Comic Song—When I come back I Shdll return (o suantatt Seti Barr
Comic Song—Amy Rags, any bones, any bottles

today? . e : . R.Q.M.S. Beauchamp
bong——My own dear L1zz1e (with violin accompaniment) C.S.M. Lear
Song—He’s handsome as the flowers in May ..... .. .. C.S.M. Estey

. Sgt. Caddy
. Sgt. McIntyre
. Sgt. Lowman

" Editor’s Note:—We have no information when this Concert is |
coming off—we’d like to be there though.—We don’t understand |
why Sgt. Thompson is not singing his old favourite ‘‘Left! right!
Left! right! Right in the thick of the fight,”’ and it surprises us to|
know that the R.S.M. is not on the program with ‘‘The Prisoner’s

farewell’’.

There was a young man so be-| ‘““Here’s twenty millions,

nighted Sir,”” they said
He didn’t know when he was| To Reggie Rochabilter Phelps.
slighted ; ; ““Ah thanks, just lay it on' the |-
He’d go to a party, bed ;”’
And eat just-as hearty Yawned Reggie, ‘‘every little

,7’

As though he’d been really invited. helps !

The particular Sapper we

The fine, rich flavor and lasting
qualities of

“STAG”

have made this famous
chewing tobacco a prime
favorite all over Canada.

It satisfies 'be.cause the natural
flavor of the tobacco is init.

OF COURSE YOU’LL WANT <WALKING-OUvT BOOTS. :

— Slater’s Best usually cost $8.00, $7 00
but we are satisfied to sell them for @

Some class to ’em, too! SHE will think so, also!
SURE-CURE - HOSPITAL Soft Shoes and Slippers
BOROLD SHOES: To ' Wear in Barracks
Bring yours in, and we’ll Good Trunks and Valises -
fix ’em while you wait. Fine Shoe Polish and Paste

LOUIS McNULTY, Regd.
144 Richelieu St., Below the bridge

Come in and say “Hello”. We are good folks, and think you are, too!

Now you can get

Philip Morris
Cigarettes

in the Canteen

“—not only the flavour,
old chap!—tho ‘that is
remarkably good!—but,

: ) Virginia Ovals, 15¢
er, they’re so dashing-

Navy Cut, 3 for 20c

< O T T T R D 0 T

ly smart, "y’ know'!”
be sure to call at

WHEN IN MONTREAL ::5ccons

above St. Catherine and Windsor strects,

Cha man’s BooKstore

We make a specialty of Mail Orders. Write us.

oo oy




