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THE GRAFTON TRUSS BRIDGE

Takes the lead, and is superior to any in use,
considering

COST, STRENGTH and DURABILITY.
Winter contracts at reduced rates. Price for super-

structures, $3 to $7 per foot up to xo00 feet.

EVERY BRIDGE WARRANTED.
Full infermation on applicati
ROYERL GRAEPRTON,

Mount Charles P.O., Ont.
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Calendar for December, 1897.

Legal, Educational, Municipal and Other

Appointments.

DECEMBER.

1.

14.

15.

8%

3L

JANUARY,
) 13

Chairman of Board of Health to report to the Council on or hefore this date,—Public
Health Act, schedule A, section 3.

Last day for appointment of School Auditors by Public and Separate School Trustees.
—Public School Act, section 21 (1) ; § 1pa.mt;e School Act, section 28 (5).

Maunicipal Clerk to transmit to County Inspector statement showing whether or not
any county rate for public school purposes has been placed upon Collector’s Roll
against any separate school supporter.—Public School Act, section 68; Separate
School Act, section 50.

Last day for councils to hear and determine appeals where persons added to Collector’s
Roll by Clerk of Municipality. —Assessment Act, section 154.

Make return of contagious diseases to Registrar General.—59 Vie, , chapter 17, section
11 (4). :

Last Day for publishing notice County Council Nomination.

Last day for Public and Separate School Trustees to fix places for nomination of
Trustees. —Public School Act, section 102 (2) ; Separate School Act, section 31 (5).

Returning Officers to be named by resolution of the Public School Board (before second
Wednesday in December),—Public School Act, section 57 (2).

Last day for payment of taxes by voters in local municipalities passing by-laws for
that purpose. —Municipal Act, section 489.

Last day for Collectors to return their rolls and pay over proceeds, unless later time
appointed by council. —Assessment Act, section 132,

Local Assessment to be paid Separate School Trustees. —Separate School Act, sec. 55.

Municipal Council to pay Secretary-Treasurer Public School Boards all sums levied
and collected in township.—Public School Act, section 67.

County Councils to pay Treasurer High School. —High School Act, section 30.

Councils of towns, villn%ea and townships hold meeting.—Municipal Act, sec. 263 (3).

Pass all accounts for su scriptions, ete., due THE MUNICIPAL WoRLD, and order election
supplies, etc.

Last day for publishing notice of nomination.

Last day for a Treasurer to send Clerk list of all who have not paid their taxes.—Muni-
cipal Act, rection 251.

County Council Nomination Day.

Pablic and Separate Schools close,—Publie School Act, section 89 (1); Separate School
Act, section 79 (1).

High Schools close, first term. —High School Act, section 41. i ;

Last day for notice of formation of new school sections to be posted up by the Township
Clerk.—Public School Act, section 11 (5).

Last day for posting up Annual Statement of assets and liabilities in Townships,
Towns and Villages. —Municipal Act, section 263.

CHRrisTMAS Day, (Satarday).

High School Treasurer to receive all moneys collected for permanent improvements.—
High School Act, section 36 (1).

By-Law for disestablishment of Township Boards takes effect.—Public School Act,
section 305.

New schools and alterations of school boundaries go into operation or take effect.—
Public School Act, section 24 (2); section 38 (3) ; section 39 (3); section 43 (3)
section 87 (10).

Nomination day.

Annual Public and Separate School meeting.—Public School Act, section 13 : section
57 (1) ; Separate School Act, section 27 {1); section 31 (1).

Auditor’s to examine and report upon accounts, etc., for year ending on the 30th
December, preceeding theic appointment. — Municipal Act, Section 261.

Roll to be finally revised by Judge when assessment ta en between Ist July and 31st
September.—A - sessment Act, section 52.

Road (',!:)mmissionem cease to hold office. —Assessment Act, section 111.

License Commissioners cease to hold office, —Liquor License Act, section 3.

Protestant Separate School Trustees to transmit to County Inspector names and attend-
ance during the last preceeding six months, Seperate School Act, section 12,

Trustees report to Traant Officers, due.—Truancy Act, section 12,

Auditors’ report of Cities, T wns and Incorporated Villages to be published by
Truatees.—Public School Aet, section 62 (11).

Persons liable to Municipality on mortgage to state balance due thereon to head of
Municipality.
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ST. THOMAS, DECEMBER 1, 1897.

Trar MunicipaL WoRLD revised cata-
logue and price list of municipal supplies
has been forwarded in souvenir form, to

the clerk of every municipality in the

Province. We will be pleased to hear
from any clerk who may not have received
the copy mailed to his address.

*

T

The Uounty Council of Peterborough
held a special session to appoint a nomin-
ating officer for a County Council bye-
election. The question of appointing
nominating officers for all the divisions in
the county was discussed, but no action
taken. The members of the council are
no doubt in favor of special sessions.

*
* * k

The County Clerk of Grey recently pre-
pared a statement showing that during
1894-5-6, the average expenditure by all
the local municipalities in the county for
indigent purposes was $3,391.89, that an
average of 96 persons received assistance
42 of whom would be eligible for admis-
sion to a House of Industry.

*
& *

With this issue we bid adieu to many
subscribers who are retiring from muni-
cipal life, and while we would like to
have renewal orders from all, the most we
can expect from the great majority of
them is a recommendation to their suc-
cessors in office. A special publication
such as ours must always depend largely
on the co-operation of those in office and
to them our thanks are due for any mea-
sure of success attained. - We are de-
sirous of hearing from subscribers gener-
ally in answer to the following questions:

1. What particular feature in the
WorLD pleases you most ?

2. What special article or regular fea-
ture interested you least and why ?

3. Is there any subject you would like
to see referred to in the WorLD?

4. Are there any improvements you
can suggest ?

The Simcoe County Council have de-
cided to erect a House of Industry at
Beeton.
to receive a cash grant of $500 from
Tecumseh Township and free water and
light, telephone service and fire protection

from the town.

*
* *

During the past year we have answered
and published 820 questions submitted
by 465 correspondents. This is an in-
crease of nearly fifty per cent. over the
year 1896 In addition a large number
of questions have been answered privately
We do not wish to encourage questions
that we are not allowed to publish and
after the 1st of January all questions
answered will be published unless the sum
of two dollars is enclosed with request for
private reply.

& *

Simcoe County Council is having some
difficulty in collecting from the sureties of
their late treasurer. The case of a Mr.
Burton who had given a bond for $5c00
was the first action taken into court in
connection with the treasurer’s flight,
The trial took place at Barrie.  The de-
fence raised was that Burton had been
induced to execute the bond by represen-
tations made to him by certain council-
men, which were subsequently declared
to be untrue.  Judgment has been re-
cently handed down at Osgoode Hall
dismissing the action with costs.

*

* *

The contractors for the municipal cash
books have sent out their circulars and
we are advised that they cannot be pro-
cured from any other firm. The books
are all the same size and will last the
average municipality for over ten years.
Two styles of binding are offered and we
would recommend all to procure (style B)
price $3.40 as the best binding,1s the
cheapest for heavy books to be used con-
stantly for many years.  The books con-
tain instructions to treasurers and will be
ready for delivery ab.rmt December 20th,

* *

The council of every town, township
and incorporated village is required to
hold a meeting on the 15th December
and- immediately thereafter publish a
detailed statement of receipts and expendi-
tures. All accounts outstanding should
be passed. This is intended to be the
last meeting of the year and the legislature
have limited the powers of councils after
that date by the following section :

““But no council of anylocal municipality shall,
after the 3ist day of December in the year for
which the members were elected, pass any by-law
or resolution for the payment of money, or which
involves, directly or indirectly, the payment of
money ; nor shall they enter into any contract or
obligation on the part of the municipality ; nor
appoint to or dismiss from office any officer under
the control of the council, or do any other cor-
porate actwmafter said date, except in case of
extreme' urgency. But the council may do any
necessary business before the 31st day of Decem-
ber, which may, having regard “fo the circum-
stances, be done at such time, and which, by this
act, they are now authorized to do at their last
meeting.

As an inducement the county is

THE MUNICIPAE WORLD.

A Warning.

If an officer of any municipal corpora-
tion is convicted of any offence under the
Liquor License Act, he thereby forfeits
and vacates his office and is disqualified
from holding any municipal office in any
municipality for two years thereafter. A
mayor, reeve and .councillor of an On-
tario town were recently before their
police magistrate for obtaining liquor
during prohibited hours. Sympathizers
will be pleased to know that the charges
were dismissed.

Messrs. G. A. Stimson & Co., Deben-
ture Brokers, Toronto, have moved their
offices to the Manning Arcade, King St.
West.

*

* *

Arthur Craig has been appointed
treasurer of Simcoe at a salary of $1,500.
The County pays the premiums on all
necessary guarantee bonds.

* 5 *

A work of unusual importance and in-
terest, especially to municipal corporations,
has been undertaken by A. H. Clarke
and E. L Scully, of Windsor, who are pre-
paring for publication the drainage deci-
sons of B. M. Britton, Q. C., late drain-
age referee, and his successor, Thomas
Hodgins, Q. C. The design of the work
is to so arrange the publication with head
notes and references as to readily enable
a reader to refer to the different points
covered by the decisions. There will be
included in the work a copy of the drain-
age laws as amended up to the date of
publication, annotated, with the decisions
bearing upon the respective sections. It
is expected that the work will be placed in
the printer's hands immediately and will
be completed and ready for sale early
next year,

* s *

County Clerk Bowman of Berlin is a
practicing civil engineer, and as such re-
cently gave evidence in an action at law
against the town of Galt (a local munici-
pality in the County.) It has been since
suggested that Mr. Bowman had no right
to give evidence against the town, that be-
ing a County official he is indirectly in the
pay of every local municipality. =~ We fail
to see how Mr. Bowman’s professional
evidence can be regulated by any County
or local council, and in replying to the
Galt reporter he puts the matter very
properly when after explaining the nature
of an oath he says:

“The engineer, however, should never
be an advocate, but place the facts im-

partially before the Court regardless of

which side has had the subpoena issued
commanding him to attend, This has
always been my course in the past and
now my position as an official of the
county, is a still further guarantee to the
different municipalities that, even if they
do not wish to retain my services, still my
evidence will be given without bias
against them.”
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Clerk, Town of Uxbridge.

The village of Uxbridge was incorpor-
ated in 1872, and at the first meeting of
the council Mr. Williams was appointed

MR. A. D. WILLIAMS.

clerk. When the village was raised to a
town in 1886, he was continued in office.

Clerk, Township of Dawn.

Mr. Webster was born in Dawn in 1864
and was educated in the Public School.

MR. J, M. WEBSTER.

He was appointed township clerk in
1886. Since that time be has had a large
experience in municipal drainage work,and
has discharged his duties in a most ac-
ceptable manner.

Clerk, Township of McGillivray.

Mr. Fraser was born at Paisley, Scotland,
in 1834. He came to Canada in 1858, and
finally settled at McGillivray Corners in
1863, where he opened a carpenter shop
In May, 1865, he was appointed Township
Clerk, and shortly afterwards received the
appointment of Postmaster, when he
opened a general store. In 1877 he was
appointed Secretary-Treasurer of the
Township Mutual Fire Insurance Com-
pany.

Mr. Fraser locks back with pleasure
on his thirty-two years of official life and en-
joys the confidence of the public generally.
With a view to the further improvement of
our municipal law he suggests : That
Township Clerks should be relieved

MR, WM. FRASER,

from sending a copy of the Assess-
ment Roll to the County Clerk, and that
Statute Labor if not abolished altogether
should be levied on acreage and not upon
assessed value, as the locality in which
land has the lowest assessed value gener-
ally has the worst roads and the least
Statute Labor to repair them.

Clerk, Township of Stephen.

Mr. Prouty was born in the town of
Cornwall in 71824, he was educated at the
Public School and attended the Franklin
Academy in New York State. He com-
menced to teach school in 1841 and
during the 31 years he was so engaged he
taught for 13 years at L'Orignal and 15 in
School Section No. r, Stephen.

He was appointed Township Clerk in
1858. Since that time the Township has

241

had 1z reeves, one of whom became a
member of the Provincial Legislature, and

three, members of the House of Commons.
T. Greenway, now Premier of Mani'oba

being one of them, and following the
example of his predecessors, the present
reeve has the nomination of his party for
the next Proviacial Elections.

Mr. Prouty was the first to agitate fcr
gravel roads in Stephen, and took an

MR, C, PROUTY,.

important part in promoting the erection
of the Huron House of Refuge.

Clerk, Township of St. Vincent and Town
of Meaford.

Mr. Albery is a son of the late Mr.
John Albery, of Meaford, Notary Public.

MR, G. G. ALBERY,

He was born in 1874 and when 15 years
of age, entered a local law office where he
is still engaged. He was appointed clerk
of St. Vincent and town of Meaford in
1892, both of which offices he now holds.
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Instructions to Deputy-Returning Officers.

The following instructions to deputy-
returning officers are taken from a cir-
- cular sent out by Mr. W. A. Claik, Clerk
and Returning Officer for the Township
of York in December last :

1. Poll opens at g o'clock a. m. and
closes at 5 o’clock p. m. (For Secrecy of
proceedings and declarations. See Secs.
169 and 170 of the Act.)

2. The names of the electors entitled
to yote in your Division for the election
of Reeve and Deputy Reeves and County
Councillors will be found in parts 1 and
2 of the certified Voters” List given you ;
in Part 1 if resident, and in Part 2 if non-
resident. The names of widows and
spinsters will be found in Part 2 only.

3. Except as provided by Sec. 141 of
the Act, a copy of which is furnished you,
no person can wote tn your sub-division
unless his, or her, name appears in either
FPart 1 or Part 2 of said certified List,

“COUNTY COUNCILS ACT.”—SEC. 13.

4. The persons qualified to vote for
County Councillors are the persons quali-
fied to vote at the election of members of
the Council of the local municipality and
all local municipal clerks, and no others ;
and each person so qualified shall be en-
titled to as many votes as there are mem-
bers of the County Council to be elected
in his County Council Division, and he
may, at his option, when there are two
County Councillors to be elected, give
Hoth of his votes to one candidate, in
which case he shall place two crosses
within the division of the ballot wherein
is the name ‘of such candidate. But
where any person being a resident voter
is on the Voters’ List for two or more
municipalities within any County Council
Division, he shall vote for County Coun-
cillors in that municipality only in which
he resides, and only at the polling place
of the polling sub-division in which he
resides, if he is entitled to vote at such
polling place. In case a voter is not
resident within the division, he shall vote
only once within any division, whether
his name is on the Voters’ List of said
division in more than one polling sub-
division or not.

5. No person shall vote more than once
for Reeve or Deputy-Reeves at any elec-
tion for Reeve or Deputy-Reeves, or any
of them. (See Sec. 140). Before hand-
ing a ballot (or ballots) to an elector who
is not a resident of your polling sub-
division,ask the following question: “Hage
Yyou voled before al this election jor Reeve
or Deputy-Reeves or for Councillors within
this County Council Division §”

6. Place your initials on the back of
each ballot given a voter, and see that the
voter’s name is entered by your Poll
Clerk in the Poll Book, and that he places
a mark in the proper column to indicale
what ballots suck voter has received. This
must be strictly observed, especially when
a' vote is being taken for election of
County Councillors in addition to the

vote for election of Reeve and Deputy-
Reeves, or any of them.

7. After the close of the poll and bal-
lots are counted, place all ballots, used and
unused, and all forms and certificates, in
their proper envelopes, seal and place in
your ballot-box ; lock and seal your ballot
box ; rzeturn same forthwith to me at Town
Hall. Fill up and return at same time to
me, over your o¥n signature, the form of
statement of returns from your polling
sub-division (#%is statement you must be
careful not lo enclose in your Ballot Box,
but deliver by hand), which statement
must show—The names of the several
candidates in order in which they appear
on the ballots, and the number of ballots
cast in favor of each candidate placed
opposite his name. (See Sec. 155 of
Act.)

8. A similar statement will be made
out and returned in the same manner
(not to be enclosed in Ballot Box) when
vote is taken for election of County
Councillors. s

9. Fill in form of account in connec-
tion with your sub-division, being par-
ticular to give name and address of each
person entitled to pay for services.

Continuation Classes.

The establishment of Continuation
Classes provided for in Section 8 of the
Public Schools Act, is to be recommen-
ded. The demand for fifth form work in
the Public School has been recognized in
these classes. The first requisite is that
the teacher employed shall possess a first-
class certificate.

To provide for the extra expense a
Legislative grant will be made equal to
the average amount per pupil paid by the
Legislative towards the maintenance of
High School pupils and County Councils
are authorized (o give an equivalent to
the Government Grant or more as they
may deem expedient. -

In fixing the grants County Councils
should consider that these classes will
eventually reduce the cost of maintenance
and attendance of county pupils at the
High Schools.

It is not desirable that every school
should introduce fifth form work, and we
would recommend County Councils to
encourage and regulate the establishment
of a limited number of the classes so
located that the whole community may
participate in the benefits to be derived
therefrom.

At the annnal meeting of the United
States National Road Parliament, recently
held in Nashville, Tenn., resolutions' were
adopted favoring the payment of road
taxes in money ; recommending state aid
to be appropriated in each state so as to
secure the*co-operation of the townships ;
advising the employment of convict labor
for the preparation of road material with-
in penitentiary walls, as is done in Cali-

fornia, thus leaving the construction of

roads to free labor.

THE MUNICIPAL WORLD.

High School Act—Amendments Wanted.

The Wellington County Council is re-
questing the co-operation of other councils
in a petition to the Legislature to amend
Section 31 of the High Schonls Act which
requires counties to pay the cost of the
maintenance of County pupils, when that
cost is more than the Legislative grant
and fees received from pupils. It is
claimed that under the present law very
gross injustices arise, and that a fair and
equitable distribution of the grants to the
High Schools in accordance with work
performed, apparently cannot be obtained
as the cost to the county per pupil in some
of the schools is more than double the
amount in others of similar or superior
equipment. The amendment suggested
as a more equitable mode of ascertaining
the liability of the county is as follows :

Find the total expenditure for maintenance and
the total number of pupils and of days attendance
in all the high schools in the Province for one or
more years and from this basis the average cost
of one pupil for one year could be obtained,
which would be the unit of cost. To this amount
add or deduct for superior or inferior equipment
according to the recommendation of the Inspector
of High Schools. It would then be an easy mat-
ter to ascertain the lability of the county for
maintenance of county pupils in each school by
multiplying the said average cost by the number
of county pupils in attendance at said school and
deducting the amount of the Legislative grant and
fees received from county pupils.

Another amendment suggested is that sub-
section 7, of said section 31, of said act, should
be amended by striking out the word ‘“may” in
the fourth line of said sub-section and inserting
the word *‘shall” in lieu thereof.

The necessity of this amendment is apparent
where a High School is situated in a municipality
bordering on an adjoining county.

The difficulty the Wellington Council
wish to get over is that some High School
Boards are more extravagant than others,
and that under the present law they must
pay the cost of maintenance of County
pupils whether it appears reasonable or
not. County Councils have their repre-
sentatives on the Trustee Boards who
should protect their interests, and we
think it would be better to appoint more
competent trustees or ask for legislation
to increase this representation, than to
ammend the law as suggested.

We would recommend that the High
School law be amended so that the Secre-
tary and Treasurer of all High Schools
receiving grants from the County will be
required to present at the first meeting of
the County Council in every year, detailed
statements verified under oath contaising
the information referred to in sub-section 2
of section 31 of the Act.

As a result of their treasurer’s defal-
cation the County Council of Simcoe wil
ask special legislation authorizing the
issue of debentures to the amount of
$60,000 to meet this liability.

In Kentucky the names of persons
wanted in court are cried from the fron
steps of the court houses, and it is said
that Kentucky is the only State in the
Union where the custom prevails, -
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ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT,
A. W. CAMPBELL,

A Few Bad Road Figures.

“Not bad in dry weather, almost im-
passible during fall and spring” is the
description which represents the general
condition of the roads of Ontario. From
the middle of October until the end of
December ; from the first of March to
the middle of May, a period of five
months, by far the greater part of the
mileage of the Province is mud, ruts and
pitch-holes. This may vary somewhat
between the more northerly and more
southerly part of the Province, but it is
the general rule of the average year. Of
this period of five months there are at
least two months of the year, when the
roads are practically impassible for loads.
From the middle of November until the
middle of December; from the middle of
March to the middle of April, the agri-
cultural trade of the country is practically
cut off. For the remaining months of the
five the roads are barely passible. To
this may be added, for parts of the Pro-
vince, January and February — those
southerly counties of Western Ontario
where sleighing exists for two or three
weeks at the most. . If we include a win-
ter month and during that period there
are many days when travel is shut off,
there are six months of the year when
travel and teaming in Ontario 1s retarded
by bad roads. Part of that time, at least
two months as pointed out, country traf-
fic is practically impossible. If during
those two months fortune tavors us with
a few days when teaming can be done,
there are plenty of days during the re-
mainder of the year to make a plump two
months of impassible roads over the
Province generally.

It is difficult to fully estimate what
this means to each farmer individually as
it affects the value of his farm, the market-
ing of his produce, his business affairs,
social intercourse of himself and family
with his neighbors, attendance at church,
at public meetings, the attendance of his
children at school, and numerous other
similar matters.

Horses are standing idle in the barn
eating hay and oats when they would
otherwise be at work earning their food
as well as eating it. The idleness of
horses means in the great majority of
cases, idleness of the teamster.

In order to forstall the bad roads the
farmer goes about his business, does his
teaming and marketing while roads are
good in the early fall. His plowing is
left-until the roads are bad, but when the
roads are bad the ground 1s soaked and
unfit for cultivation. Tt is on clay land
where the roads are generally the worst ;
in such distriets, it is generally found that
marketing and cultivation come in the
order described ; and it is clay soil which
is most greatly injured by being ‘worked

when saturated with moisture. It cannot
be argued that these matters are of no
consequence. Many individual farmers
may be willing to put up with all these
drawbacks.  But when aggregated, the
loss is one which the country as a whole
cannot afford.

The statistics compiled by the Bureau
of Industries show that in 1896 there
were in Ontario 434,384 working horses
owned by the farmers of Ontario. This
number does not include the unbroken
horses nor breeding mares, but represents
the number actually used for work. Let
us assume, and the assumption is a very
moderate one indeed, that one-half these
horses which would otherwise work are
prevented from doing so for two months
or sixty days of the year, and that their
teamsters are also left in idleness. This
means that, for sixty days, 108,596 teams
and 108,506 teamsters are idle. The
price paid generally is $3.00 per day for
a team with a driver, and is a proper es-
timate of the value to the country. The
direct financial loss daily, therefor, is at
least $325,788 and for sixty days $19,-
547,280—no inconsiderable tax for one
Province with a population of about two
million. At 3 per cent. this is the in-
terest on a capital of $651,576,000.

There are many thousand of acres in
Ontario which are remote from the mar-
ket towns, and with only common dirt
roads over which the market can be reach-
ed. These isolated farms are of very

. little value, worth not one-halt nor one-

quarter what they will be when first-class
roads are provided. Instances are not
lacking to show that property in the im-
mediate vicinity of even a city market has
increased fifty per cent. by the construc-
tion of good roads. When we consider
then, that very few roads in even the
oldest and best settled districts are what
they should be, and that many are de-
cidedly what they should not be, it is ap-
parent that the increase in land values
throughout the Province by a complete
system of roads would be very great.
When we consider that the assessed value
of farm lands is very much below the
actual value, it is a conservative estimate
to say that the increase in farm land
values would be 25 per cent. of the as-
sessed value. In 1895 the assessed value
of farm land was $572,938,472. A 25 per
cent, increase would amount to the sum
of $143,234,618. At 3 per cent. interest
the annual loss is $4,297,038. Here then
on two departments merely, there is a
capital loss to Ontario of $794,810,618,
or a yearly tax at 3 per cent. of $23,844,-
318,
There is nothing here of the annual
loss through the interference with trade.
There is nothing of the loss of time, there
is nothing of the smaller loads which have
to be drawn at all seasons of the year
because of merely rough roads.

In 1895 Ontario manufactured cheese
to the value of nearly nine million dollars.
The creameries ‘manufactured butter to

the value of over $400,000. A market for
fruit is being created in Great Britain,
The total production of Ontario farms,
has a value annually, it is estimated, of
$200,000,000. All this must first ‘pass
over the common highways before reach-
ing the markets. It is the basis of On-
tario’s wealth. The amount is far in ex-
cess of that needed for home consumption
and the only resource is to obtain a
market in foreign countries.

The only means whereby Canadian
farmers can increase their advantage over
the agriculturists of other countries with
whom they have to compete in the foreign
market is to decrease the cost of  trans-
portation. This is being accomplished to
a great extent by the increased railway
facilities, more rapid steamboat service
and cold storage accommodation which
the government is providing. ~ All this is
necessary, but equally necessary is it to
cheapen the cost of transportation over
the first part of the journey—over the
common country highways.

Hardening Cement Paving,

Portland cement paving will attain a
considerable degree of hardness without
any dressing or any special treatment, but
paving laid in damp weather will ultimate-
ly attain a greater degree of hardness than
that laid in very hot weather. Further
hardening of the surface may be produced
by keeping the work moist by means of
wet cloths, or by damp sawdust or sand
Jaid over the paving as soon as it is set ;
flooding the work with water, where this
is possible, will be best of all. Miller
mentions that cement work may be ren-
dered very tough and hard by gauging the
material with 10 to 15 per cent, of minion,
the siftings of ironstone after calcination.
Indurating concrete slabs causes them to
become very hard, by it their density is
increased and their porosity lessened. A
solution of soluable silicate of soda, 1 part
to 10 parts of water may be applied to in
situ paving, but the pickle should not be
applied until after the lapse of a couple of
days, by which time some of the moisture
will have evaporated and thus allow the
silicated solution to penetrate the potes
of the material, for which the silicate has
a great affinity —Building World.

The Wide Tire Law.

The Wide Tire Law of Rhode Island,
passed May 18, 1897, provides for mini-
mum widths of tires for axles of various
diameters, the axle measurements being
“the size in inches of either the -diameter
or the square of the axle at the shoulder.”
These minimum widths are as follows :

Axle—13 14 13 13 2} 23 3
Tire—1§ 12 25 8% 4 5 6

After April 1, 1898, no road vehicle
shall have tires of less size than this put
on it, and after April 1, 1go2, no person
shall drive a vehicle with smaller tires
under a penalty of a fine ranging from
$10 to $z0. SN
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State Aid.

The construction of a national highway
to be known as The Great Road of
America is being advocated by some of
the leading road reformers of the United
States. It is proposed that the road will
pass through the States along the Atlantic
seaboard, that a branch will cross the
continent on a central line from Washing-
ton to San Francisco and will there unite
with another line passing north and south
through the States on the Pacific Coast.
It is proposed that the road will be built
by the different states traversed.

The construction of a system of first-
class highways is one of the most impor-
tant and necessary public works which
the government of any country can
undertake. So important are the com-
mon roads considered by the people of
France that certain routes are entirely
built and maintained by the national
government, and state aid is largely given
to roads of minor importance. Germany
has a very similar system of road con-
struction and repair to that of France. In
England the important roads are in
charge of the counties, but aid is given
from the national treasury. All countries
which have sufficiently appreciated the
value of good roads have thus centralized
the authority over them. Those states of
America, notably Massachusets, Connec-
ticut, and New Jersey, which are most
progressive in the road reform movement,
have established systems of state assistance.

State aid is beneficial in many ways,
and it is affirmed by the best authorities
to be the only means of providing good
roads. Without state assistance, the im-
portant roads of a locality are built and
maintained in the same manner as are the
little travelled roads. Very rarely can a
community undertake the general con-
struction of roads in any but a superficial
manner unless state assistance is given.
Local systems are always disconnected
not only among each other, but also
within themseives.

It is the rule that every township and
county has certain main trunk roadson
which the traffic from the back conces-
sions converges until finally, as the mar-
ket town is approached, there is collected
a very great amount of travel. Such
roads as these should be of the best des-
cription at all seasons of the year. The
ordinary means used in the construction
of local roads is not sufficient. In On-
tario, such roads in wet seasons, are, as a
rule, as impassable as any of the back
concessions. They nevertheless receive
the greater part of the statute labor and

‘expenditure available in the municipality.

The great amount of travel over them is
so destructive during the wet periods that,
to repair them, they absorb the energy of
the municipality, are still bad, and the
back concessions are still worse,

These defects are not, of course, a
necessity ; but they are, in actual experi-
ence, always found to exist. There are

exceptions ; there are roads in Onrario
which are good during the entire year wet
or dry ; there are others which, while not
good throughout their entire length, are
good in sections. But these are the ex-
ceptions which prove the generality of our
roads to be bad and the contrast is a very
striking one. Itis to be hoped that we
will soon have more exceptions; and that
they will multiply until the rule is reversed.

Some Practical Results.

Interest in the improvement of streets
and highways grows apace and is evidenc-
ing its existence by practical results and
there is abundance of room in this locality
to continue the good work. The intro-
duction of the grading machine bhas
wrought a marvellous change, even in
Huron County, and an illustration of how
it improves roadways may be seen on the
gravel road through McKillop township.
In addition to cutting.off the raised edges
of soil and earth so as to allow the free
escape of water to the ditches, the centre
of the road is nicely crowned and by the
application of a good coat of fine gravel
this road has been put in almost perfect
condition. The difference between the
road above mentioned and that of the
same highway further North is very pain-
fully noticeable. We don’t suppose there
are any very good reasons why what was
done through McKillop could not be dup-
licated between Walton and Wroxeter and

the sooner the test is made the better. -

From years of hard wear in many places
the center of the road instead of being
crowned to readily shed the water, is
hollowed so that it is impossible in the
Spring and Fall to keep’it drained, and as
a consequence the heavy teaming soon
cuts ruts and the rough stones speedily
manufacture mud holes by the aid of the
wagon wheels, and instead of it being a
pleasure to drive it becomes the opposite
and is wearing to harness, rig and driver.
The Good Road’s Movement is making
a move in the right direction in placing
at the disposal of the general public
all information relative to the most
modern means of improving on the
old plan followed under statute labor and
while not increasing the expense to muni-
cipalities a vast and permanent improve-
ment may be arrived at by concerted
action in adopting the plans indicated by
them, and tested beyond any peradven-
ture. If every municipal council will
use a grading machine properly and put
gravel instead of rocks or sand on the
centre of the road bed; the day of good
roads is not far distant, which will be
hailed with pleasure by all who use the
Queen’s highway. The streets of our
towns and villages are also in need of a
different cqurse of treatment than that in
vogue, and we are pleased to notice the

example set by Wingham, Biyth, Clinton

and other places worthy of emulation by

those who have not initiated them—ZBrus-

:gl: Post.
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Choice of Paving Material.

The science of street paving is not in
an experimental stage. There are certain
varieties of pavement which, with proper
precautions, can be laid with considerable
certainty of success.
sults, it can generally be traced to defects
which could and should have been avoid-
ed under skilled management.

But experiments should not be conduc-
ted in a large way with material, the
wearing properties of which are not defi-
nitely proven by experience. Millions of
dollars have been wasted by municipal
councils jumping at new forms of pave
ment which prove a reduction of initial
cost. Wooden block pavement has been
one of the chief sources of wholesale ex-
periment and waste in Ontario. There
are certain standard forms of pavement
which should be retained until other
materials have proven their utility beyond
question.

And because a pavement is found to
give good results, under a certain set of
conditions of climate and wear, it is not
to be inferred that it will be equally suit-
able for another set of conditions of cli
mate and wear. A Victoria is a very use-
ful carriage in which to go for a drive, but
we do not use it for carrying building
stone nor cord-wood. Pavements, like
vehicles, have to be designed and con-
structed according to the use for which
they are intended. =~ And very much as
the bridge engineer calculates the strains
to which a bridge will be subjected the
expert road builder will study the design
for a pavement required to meet certain
conditions.

There is no one variety of pavement
suited to all degrees and forms of traffic,
no one variety which ean be used to
advantage for all locations. Granite
block pavement is the most durable which
can be constructed, requires but little re-
pair and is well adapted to steep grades,
but is rough, noisy and trying on the
hoofs of horses. Asphalt is a very
smooth and agreeable pavement on which
to drive, is handsome, sanitary and may be
kept very clean, but it is less durable than
granite and cannot be used on steep
grades.  Vitrified brick is fairly well
adapted to steep grades, ranking next to
granite in the foothold afforded horses, is
smooth and less noisy than granite, is
very agreeable for driving or wheeling,
may be kept very clean, but is less dur-
able than either granite or asphalt.
Crushed stone {macadam) is the most
agreeable of all for driving, is not noisy,
is superior to all in safety, is adapted to
steep grades, but under excessive traffic,
is very expensive to maintain.

“What’s your occupation, bub?”’ asked
a visitor at the capitol of a bright boy
whom he met in the corrider. The boy
happened to be a page in the White
House. “I'm running for congress, sir,”
he replied.— Christian Intelligencer.

When failure re-
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Management of Streets.

There is no department of municipal
government so dependent upon systematic
oversight, skilled and experienced judge-
ment, as is the great street department.
There is no branch of municipal affairs
which will make so apparent the results
of wise expenditure; no public work
which affords so many opportunities for
waste and mismanagement. The ewil
effect of loose management is heightened
by the importance of rightly paved streets
to the well being and progress of a town.
Large expenditure produces a correspond-
ingly high rate of taxation; when this is
coupled with rough, badly designed and
constantly failing pavements, the evil is
not of a single but of a two-fold nature.
High taxes and bad streets are a most
undesirable union.

While it may be very popular to look
with skepticism upon scientific principles
in street construction, ard the necessity
for the services of experts, the fact still
remains that, until the error is fully recog-
nized, money will be extracted from the
pockets of the ratepayers by the band of
taxation, and buried in the mud by the
hand of innocence. No clearer demon-
stration of this can be had than the com-
mon expression “Give us more money
and we will give you good streets,” when
after many years of effort and thousands
of dollars expenditure, not a street or even
a block has been properly constructed.
Increased appropriation would therefore
mean increased waste. System and plans
embodying the true principles of con-
struction are certainly of first importance
to ensure the full return of benefit for
every dollar expended. A system of ex-
tensive patchwork and temporary surface
repairs called “street construction” which
tides over the year merely, is as shiftless
as it is extravagant. By it no finished
work can be expected. ‘

Streets will always be required and
their construction in a permanent manner
consistent with the development and re-
quirements of a town is the most econ-
omical system. Skilled direction is the
foundation of all great public works, and
while we are delighted with the results of
their employment in all the great works
of the country, in none are they more
needful than in street making. Surround-
ed by peculiar local conditions, as to
material requiring careful preparation and
application, nature and extent of traffic,
treacherous foundations, changeable cli-
mate and limitation of cost, no work can
be mentioned that requires more skill and
judgment. Until this is realized failure
is inevitable.

“My bair turned from raven black to
snowy white in a single night.”

“That's nothing. 1 went into a pawn-
broker’s shop once and stayed only fifteen
minutes, When I came out my watch
had changed from gold to silver.”

Electrical Transmission.

To convert the immense water power
of Niagara Falls into electricity, and to
transfer this electricity to towns and cities
at a distance, where it will be again trans-
ferred into power to be utilized in the
operation of railways and factories is a
problem which for some time has engaged
the attention of experts. The following
opinion expressed by George Forbes the
designer of the Niagara Power Plant, in
the Engineering Magazine for October is
an encouraging one, Mr. Forbes says:

“There has been an absurd hesitation
to undertake the transmission of power to
great distances. If engineers who have
had experience in the transmission of
power and in conversion of alternating
into continuous currents would look into
this question, they would be convinced
that where water power is available it is
generally economical to transmit electrical
power hundreds of miles for working rail-
ways. As an example it can be proved
that if the railways of Scotland were com-
bined to work their trunk lines by means
of electric locomotives, the electric current
being developed by the water power which
exists in that country, then the whole of
that service might be carried on without
the use of steam locomotives,

“Another lesson to be drawn from a
careful examination of the subject is that
the waste of coal on steam locomotives. is
not by any means compensated by the
extra cost of power in electrical transmis-
sion. Estimates have been prepared which
show that not only is the cost of copper
prohibitive, but that the efficiency of the
electric system renders the consumption
of coal with stationary eagines about as
great as with locomotives. This is cer-
tainly not the case. The cost of electrical
transmission when properly affected, is
not comparable with what it is as calcu-
lated on the lines adopted in the past;
and on the other band, the efficiency of
dynamos and motors has not been suffi-
ciently considered in street-railway practice
in the United States. A very large part
of the success of the Liverpool Overhead
Railway is due to the high efficiency of
the electrical machinery.”

Mr. Forbes in the article from which
the foregoing paragraph is taken, discusses
chiefly the question of long distance trans-
mission with respect to trunk line railways.
If Mr. Forbes views are correct however,
it should be a matter of the near future
for Toronto, Hamilton, London and other
towns and cities to receive all the power
needed for industrial purposes from Niag-
ara Falls, If long distance transmission
is feasable, the water power of the St
Lawrence, Ottawa and numerous minor
rivers should add immensely to the wealth
of this Province.

“You mustn’t touch that picture; it
isn’t dry yet.”

“Oh, that doesn’t matter; I have an
old pair of gloves on.”
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Municipal Ownership.

The municipal ownership of monopol-
ies is each year growing m public favor.
Monopolies are those industries which
are of prima necessity to the public,
and which can be best and most econo-
mically conducted when under the man-
agement and control of one person, firm
or corporation. The monopolies usually
included in this description are waterworks,
gas and electric lighting, street railway
and telephone systems.

There are examples of the successful
municipal operation of each of these
monopolies. In Ontario, municipalities
as a rule own waterworks and electric
light plants wherever they have been
installed ; if the experiment produces
satisfactory results in the case of these,
there seems to be no valid reason why
equal success would not be attained in
the municipal control of street railway
and telephone plants. The most power-
ful argument against municipal ownership,
and the one always advaunced by its
opponents, is that corrupt practices are
likely to be produced. Whatever may be
the case in the past and in rare instances
to-day, there is a decided general tendency
toward honest civic government; and
whatever may bave been the force of the
argument it is becoming weaker every
day. The Hamilton Herald said recently:

“Much use is being made of the faet
that municipal ownership and operation
of a monopoly has proven a failure in
the case of the gas supply of Philadel-
phia. It is being claimed that therefore
the principle of municipal ownership has
proved a failure.

It proves no such thing. It proves
merely that the municipal government of
Philadelphia is either corrupt or inefficient
or both. In connection with municipal
government there is no fact better attested
by experience than the fact that the gas
monopoly is 2 monoply which paysa muni-
cipal corporation to control and operate.
The experiment has been tried by Glas-
cow, Birmingham and dozens of smaller
towns in Great Britain, and in each case
it has proven satisfactory. It has resulted
in profit to the corporation and cheaper
gas for the consumer with no deterioration
of quality.

There is no good reason why the busi-
ness of supplying gas could not have been
carried on as a municipal enterprise as
well in Philadelphia as in British towns.
The reason why the enterprise is success-
ful in British towns and unsuccessful in
Philadelphia, can only be that in the
British municipalities the business is
honestly and economically managed and
in Philadelphia it is managed dishonestly
and carelessly.

Pensioner Old-String—“Yes guv’nor
T've braved the very jaws of [death—and
here I am.”

Old Gent: ‘And I’ve braved the jaws
of my old woman for nigh thirty years—
shake hands.”
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Plans.

- When plans for sewerage or water sup-
ply are desired there are two methods only
which can be considered, one of which
must be adopted.

The first method, which is undoubtedly
the best, is to select a competent engineer
and have him prepare the plans. Pay
hit a fair price for his work, and give him
every facility in its prosecution. This is
a proceeding in accordance with the old
saying, “Every man to his trade.”

The plans when completed must of
course be presented to the Council and
accepted or rejected, but not passed upon
as by experts. The Engineer is the man
whose supposedly superior knowledge of
the subject the board are to rely upon,
and for this reason he was employed.
Any criticism of technical or scientific
features of his work are out of place if his
selection was on account of ability.
Questions of expediency alone govern the
szlection or rejection of his plans. They
may be too high-priced, or perhaps do not
suit certain local conditions to the satis-
faction of some. The changes suggested
be can consider, and if practical the plans
can be modified. If not practicable he
should tben be prepared to defend his
ideas. By using care in the selection of
anh Engineer, and dealing with him as
with a business man, it will be found that
good service and economy may be secured.

. The great objection to the above method
is that in practical politics there is a mys-
terious factor known as “pull.”  This]pull
often operates disastrously to a town’s best
interests, when it is proposed to employ
competent men for any purpose. In the
appointment of the “expert,” one is some-
times called whose assumption of the
claim to be considered such is unwarran-
ted. He is employed aut of gratitude for
past favors received, or prospective favors
to be granted, or out of friendship to some
one of authority in local affairs. It hap-
pens that once in a while, when intending
t6 do their full duty, the town officials un-
intentionally fail through ignorance of
what really constitutes a competent man
for the work in hand.

The second method is to advertise for
plans, and offer a bonus for the best one
or two.

“"This method if properly followed should
result well. In the first place the time in
which to prepare the plans should be
ample, being from one to six months ac-
cording to the importance of the town.
QOne reason for giving plenty of time is to
énable competitors to study the matter
carefully and not compel them to rush it
‘through.  Another reason is that only one
or two win, therefore a number must work
for nothing. By giving plenty of time
these men can give their spare time to the
work on which they take chances of pay-
ment and lose nothing else.  First-class
men being generally busy, time counts,
and if compelled to drop other work for
the bare chance of winning a bonus they

decline to enter into competition, and their
fellows who happen to be doing little reap
the benefit. By giving time enocugh to
prepare -plans, the town stands a good
show of securing them from better men.

In the second place the data furnished
should be full. A blue print of the town
should be furnished, with all the official
elevations marked thereon. Where grades
bave not been established, contours of
two or three feet interval should be drawn.
All existing sewers (if a sewer system is
desired) or pipes (if a water supply) should
be shown, with their sizes, material, con-
dition and elevations, and all other data
which will be useful. A printed descrip-
tion of the place and all information re-
garding it which will help should be pre-
pared.

Thirdly, the advertisement should state
the time plans will be judged, the amount
or work desired, the amount of prizes and
their number, where the plans should be
sent, whether they will be judged by the
Council or by competent Engineers, and
provide that all competitors should mark
some sign or symbol on their plans and
reports, and deposit a sealed envelope
containing his name and address with the
Clerk of the Board, the sign they use being
on the outside of the envelope. This will aid
in a fair selection, for if no jobbery is in-
dulged in all plans will be judged solely
on their merits, and none of the authors
of the plans will be known until the prem-
iums are awarded when the envelopes are
opened. The unsuccessful competitors, if
they so desire, may have their plans re-
turned without mention made of the fact,
for a man suffers some loss of reputation
if unsuccessful in such a competition.

There are several reasons why the
selection of the best plans should be left
to competent Engineers, the most import.
ant one being that few Engineers of
standing and ability will enter plans other-
wise, thus the town is a loser. Some-
times Engineers of undoubted ability will
present plans for the judgment of the
Council, but it is generally in cases where
there is a surety of honesty and fair play,
or through fear that some mediocre plans
may be adopted and the profession in-
jured. There are other reasons of course,
some of them hardly creditable.

The plans should be judged by En-
gineers because their education and train-
ing are for the purpose of fitting them for
such work, and there is more in it than
the ordinary man has any idea of. A
town official, if not trained in such special
work, is apt to judge plans entirely by
their first cost, or as affecting a certain
locality.

Take a sewer system for example. It
is a highly scientific and complicated affair,
and there are innumerable details about it
which can only be properly judged by one
who is g specialist in such matters. The
business man is not supposed to know why
a certain sized pipe which will do in one
place is too small for another ; he does not
know why, in several blocks of sewer, each
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increase in size calls for a corresponding
decrease in inclination ; he does not know
why the pipe entering a manhole should
discharge above the bottom of the dis-
charging pipe, if of a different diameter,
he cannot keep up with the times and
understand the utility of certain devices
and the worthlessness of others.

Plans may be called for, and the Coun-
cil pass judgment. A number come in,
and the authors with them. FEach pre-
sents his own side of the case and the
officials get puzzled. Finally a selection
is made on the ground of costs and per-
haps when it is too late it is the most
costly of the lot. Some man presents a
plan costing a certain amount, which
he claims will drain every portion of the
city, but his estimates cover main sewers
alone. Another with perhaps a far
cheaper system has figured the cost of
every fcot and loses on account of it

With Engineers judging the plans this
could not occur as they would detect at
once anything of the kind and render a
report accordingly. Bad practice can be
detected and mistakes seen. The plan
which is really the best will be selected
and the people get good value for their
money.

In some places there seems to be a dis-
like to consult Engineers on such matters.

To examine sewer plans a committee of
plumbers, architects and physicians will
be appointed, with perhaps a contractor or
two, while to examine plans for water sup-
ply, stationery engineers, machinists and
contractors are favored. The much
vaunted “sense” of the business man is
relied upon, yet this same business man
calls in physicians when ill, lawyers when
sued, and carpenters to build his house.
To employ the physician or lawyer to
build his bouse and consult the carpenter
when ill would be extremely bad form and
not economical. The inferences are ob-
vious.

General Stone, Director of the Office of
Road Inquiry at Washington, states that
“Charlotte, N. C., has doubled its popula-
tion in ten years simply from the results
attending the construction of the roads in
and about the city, under the convict
labor system.  The value of the property
has been doubled for miles around.”
There may be a lesson here for some of
the cities and towns of Ontario.

 Why not begin to spend less money
on railways and more on the common
roads ? The common roads cannot be
monopolized or their stock watered ; they
belong to the people and the people can-
not be deprived of them. Every dollar
put into good roads is a dollar put into
the farmer’s pocket, saving wear and tear
of horse-flesh and wagons, helping him to
market his' products, and increasing the
pleasantness of country life, giving better
mail delivery, better access to the store,
the church, the school-house, the public
meetings, the neighbor’s house. =

.
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QUESTION DRAWER.

Subscribers are entitled to answers to all ques-
tions submitted, if pertain to Municipal
matters. It i3 particularly requested that all
facts and circumstances of each case submitted for
an opinion showld be stated as clearly and ex-
plicitly as possible. Unless this request is com-
plied with it 18 impossible to give adequate advice.

Questions to insure insertion in the following
issue of paper should-be received at office of publi-
cation on or before the 20th of the montk.

Communications requiring immediate
attention will be answered free by
post, on receipt of a stamped address-
ed envelope. All questions answered
will be published, unless 1 is enclosed
with request for private reply.

Orders on School Treasurer.

485.—Mao. —Is the school board held respon-
sible for any orders which I may verbally accept
as secretary-treasurer without being authorized by
the board so to do by resolution or verbally by
the other two members of the board? Or would
I be held personally responsible for accepting
orders verbally for school purposes if the other
trustees refused to sustain me?

The board is not liable for orders ac-
cepted by you, nor are you liable for ac-
cepting orders verbally.

Reeves and Deputies to be Elected.

438.—J. R. —There is a great difference of
opinion here as to whether there has to be reeve,
first and second deputy-reeves and councillors
elected in rural municipalities as formerly, or one
reeve and four councillors ?

No change has been made in the law,
and deputy-reeves will have to be elected

next year as in former years.

Appeals Against the Voters’ List.

437.—CLERK M.—A number of persons (say
25) engage a solicitor, and through him present a
joint ap eal to have their names placed on the
Voters iist under the Manhood Franchise Act.

Should each of the persons whose name appears
on the said appeal be served with a notice of the
date of the holding of the court as set by the
county judge, or would it be sufficient to notify
the solicitor who filed the appeal and he notify
the several persons as his clients?

Notice, stating when and where coutt is
to be held in accordance with forms
eleven and twelve of the Voters’ List Act,
1889, should be served on each person
complaining, and on those in respect to
whom complaint is made.

Power of School Trustees—Division of Seotion.

438.—J. P.—P. S No. 5, Georgiana, has been
a large one maintaining two schools. Last spring
the municipal council on petition of the ratepay-
ers, divided the section, and the election of the
two boards of trustees as well as other business
connected with the settling up will be carried out
at the annual meeting in December.

Has the present Board of Trustees the power to
transact business that will involve both the new
Boards, such as engaging teachers, etc. T.wo of
the present board are in one section, while the
other one is in the other section.

You will notice that there is one Board (that
elected in December last year) acting now.  The
enquiry is as to whether they have the powers to
involve both the new Boards to be elected.

We assume that the Council acted
under the authority of Sec. 38 of the

Public School Act, 1896, and that they
passed a by-law to divide the section.
Sub-section 3 of section 38 declares that
such by-law shall not take effect before
the 25th, December next, thereafter. It
follows therefore that the powers of the
present Board are the same as they were

before the Council passed the by-law, and

will continue so until the 25th December
next, al all events. :

Drainage Appeals—Evidence.

439—J. R. B.—A. B. C. and D. are assessed
under the Drainage Act for the construction of a
drain. A appeals against his assessment in com-
parison with B’s. B does not appeal at the Court
of Revision, Has the chairman of said Court the
right to call C and D who are assessed on the
drain (but not appealed against) to give evidence
as to the assessment of A and B?

Unless a majority of the members of
the Court of Revision objected to the
chairman’s examination of C and D we
cannot see any objection to them giving
evidence under the circumstances.

Verbal Nomination Sufficient.
440—M. E.—Must Municipal Councillors be
nominated in writing this year ?
No. The amendment making this
change does not come into force until the
1st January, 1898.

County—Explanation of Term.

441—CorrLeEcTOR—Does the word “‘County”
in first line, page 10, sec. 124 Collector’s Guide,
include provisional county or district ?

The word *County” includes provis-
ional county but not district. Our reason
for saying that it includes provisional
county is: Sub-section 4 of section 2,
Consolidated Municipal Act, 189z, defines
county as follows: “‘County ” shall mean
county, union of counties or united
counties or provisional county as the case
may be; and section 3 of section 2, Con-
solidated Municipal Act says : * County
council,” shall include provisional county
council. The Municipal Act and the
Assessment Act are to be read in pari
materia, per Gwynne, J. M., re Mont-
gomery and Raleigh, and so ought to be
construed together.

Drainage Petition Not Compulsory—8chool Teacher May
be Auditor,

442-C.J. W.—1. Can a Council be com-
pelled to act on petition signed by a majority of
parties interested in construction of a drain under
Municipal Drainage Act?

2. Is it legal for a school teacher in one of the
public schools of municipality to act as auditox ?

1. No. Section 3 of the Drainage Act
provides that the council, upon the
petition of a majority number of the
resident and non-resident persons, may
procure an engineer, etc., and section
14 says that if the council be of the
opinion that the drainage work proposed,
etc., would be desirable it may pass a
by-law. These two sections show that it
is not obligatory upon the council to pass
the by-law.

2. Yes, in township where there are
school-sections.
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Conncillor's Wife may be Shareholder in Electric Light
; Company.

443.—M. E.—Can a person whose wife is a
shareholder in an Electric Light Company be
elected or hold the office of councillor in a muni-
cipality that has contracted for electric lighting
with such'company for a term of years ?

Yes.

Cannot Withdraw from Incorporated Village.

444.—A. J. R.—What mode of procedure
should be adopted where a portion of the munici«
pality of an incorporated village wishes to be
divorced from said corporation and be transferred
back to the original township ?

There is no provision in the Municipal
Act for doing what is desired to be done in
this case. The county council may on
petition reduce the area of an incorporated
village by excluding from it lands used
whoily for farming purposes, or an incor-
porated village may become unincorpor-
ated under certain circumstances. See
sections 15 and 16, Con. Mun. Act, 1892.

Certificate as to Assessment Roll.

445.—F. M. W.—When is an assessment roll
finally revised ? At Court of Revision by council
(when there are no appeals) or at Court of Revis-
ion of Voters’ List by County Judge ?

Have seen certificate as to assessment roll re-
quired by section 135, ¢. 184, R. S. O., dated to
date of revision of Voters’ List.

The assessment roll stands finally re-
vised in case of an appeal to the Court of
Revision after the time for appealing to
the County Judge has expired or in case
of an appeal to the County Judge as soon
as he has revised it. The date of revision
of the voters' list has nothing whatever' to
do with the final revision of the assessment
roll.

County Councillor Non-Resident.

446.—G. W.—One of our county councillors
has removed from this division and removed to
another part of the county outside of this division.
Does he vacate his seat by not being a resident of
the division ? If so-give proper mode of procedure
in the case in yourmext issue.

No. Section 412 the County Councils
Act, 1896, provides that that act shall be
read with and as part of the Con. Mun-
Act, 1892. The latter act does not ap-
pear to make provision for unseating a
member who changes his ‘place of resi-
dence. See section 177 and following
sections.

Naturalization Proceedings.

44%7.—ENQUIRER.-—Will you please inform
me through your columns what is the process of
naturalization or re-naturalization of a person born
a British subject, but having taken the oath of
allegiance to the United States comes back to
reside in Canada ?

Section 18 of the Naturalization Act,
chapter113, R. S. of the Dominion of
Canada, provides that a statutory alien
may upon the same terms and subject to
the same conditions as are required in
the case of an alien apply to the proper
court for a certificate of re-admission to
British nationality. For the procedure in
the case of an alien see sections 8 and
following sections of the same act.




248

Verbal Nomination.

448.—W. P.—Have the nominations of coun-
cillors, etc., got to be in writing at next regular
nomination meeting ?

_ See Schedule C. chap. 15 Vic. 60, section 28,
also section 11 of same chapter.

No. See No. 453 in this issue.
Collector’s Authority to Distrain.

449.—D. A.—Can the collector of taxes for
an incorporated village legally distrain for taxes at
the expiration of fourteen days after leaving tax
slip with party liable ?

In the absence of any by-law he may do
s0, but if there is a by-law appointing a
day for payment, the distress cannot be
made until after the expiring of that day.
See sub-section 3, of section 53, Con.
Mun. Act, 1892.

Tenant's Change in Property.

450.—]. C.—A yearly tenant occupied a
building assessed for $2,500, until June last. He
then moved across the street toa building assessed
for $3,000, which he leased for a number of
years. He now occupies a building that he is
not assessed for and is assessed for the building
he does not occupy. Can he qualify for a seat in
the town council on either ?

Assuming that he was assessed for
sufficient property and qualified had there
been no change he can qualify upon the
property to which he has moved, though
his name is not on the assessment roll, in
respect of that property provided his
interest in it at the time of his election
is sufficient to qualify upon, and provided
he is at that time a resident of the muni-
cipality. See sub-section 2, of section 73,
Con. Mun. Act, 1892,

Opening & Road,

451.—A. S. L.—The lots 24, 25, 26 are in
1oth concession Dungannon. The line between
25 and 26 is known as the two mile line or side
line, Itis not open only for about 4 rods. Lot
25 was formerly owned by Stewart but was sold
to Farrell. While Stewart owned it the council
gave him the side line in lieu of land taken from
him in running a road across the lot known as the
farm road. Can the council now open the two
mile line ? After Farrell purchased he exchanged
part of his lot with Hague who now claims his
part of side line.

If the council consider it necessary in
the interest of the people of the locality to
open the side line they may do so. The
procedure provided by section 546, Con.
Mun, Act, 1892, must be taken. Some
of the landowners may claim compensation
but that does not prevent the council
passing the by-law first, leaving them to
make their claims for compensation after-
wards if they have any.

Street Watering By-Law.

452.—J. M.—In August, 1896, our Town
Council acting under Municipal Act, Statutes of
Ontario, Sec. 62g, sub-sec. 2, 55th Vic., 1892,

a by-law setting apart certain streets to be
watered by the town, the expense thereof to be
levied against the different properties affected, on
the frontage system. This by-law was not acted
upon in 1896 but in the spring of 1897 the town

oceeded to water the streets named. Immed-
lately there was a strong opposition aroused to
the by-law and petitions were presented to the
Council asking to be relieved,  The first petition
sent in from a section of onz of the streets named
asking that the watering bediscontinued which was
granted by the Council. This petition was

followed by others to the same effect until finally
as the easiest way out of the trouble the Council
repealed the whole by-law and the watering
stopped. The Council are now proceeding to
collect the amounts assessed against the different
properties, and a number of those interested
intend to refuse payment. To avoid any trouble
that might arise | am requested to ask you the
following question: :

Is is necessary for the Council in the matter of
street watering to pass a by-law for each and
every year in which the watering is done, or does
the by-law being once legally passed remain in
forcc? until legally repealed without regard to
time

We are of the opinion that the By-Law
would remain in force until repealed.
See section 34, Municipal Amendment
Act, 1895.

Nominations,

453. —INrORMATION.—(a). Is there any dif-
ference now in the order of nominating candidates
for municipal councils ? and if so, what is the cor-
rect and legal way for so doing in the future?
Give the form. (b) Does the same order and
forms apply to cities, towns, townships and
villages ?

(a) No. (&) Yes, ;

After the 1st January, 1898, nominations
are to be made in writing. The following
form may be used.

Nomination Meeting

Mubicipalityiof .. o7 s s e e

............ aay-of i IRy

The undersigned hereby nominate ......

s s e .

....... iy cuanl BB vy vl 1 Ty

inthe county of i3« iaveyicuies v oL

{Oceupaticn.)

the office o, . il T oe i e
Proposed’by:, 4 U aninnu ey
Secopded by . oo s

Clerk Not Deputy-Returning Officer.

454.—J. D. M. Clerk.—Our municipality not
being divided into wards, but into polling sub-
divisions, can the municipal clerk act in the

capacity of Deputy-Returning Officer at one of

the Bolling divisions if appointed to said office by
By-Law of the Council of the said Municipality?

The Clerk should act as Returning
Officer only. See question No. 455.

Olerk or Deputy-Returning Officer.

455.—H.L.—In your June issue, 1897, in
answer to F. N. D., 248, as to his acting as
depuly-returning officer at municipal elections he
being clerk, you say ‘‘No,” and quote sec. 97,
Municipal Act, 1892.

Please show me where you find any such thing
in said section of said Act. ’Tis true that said
sec. says that the Council of every municipality in
which the election is to be made by wards or
polling sub-divisions shall from time to time by
by-law appoint—

(a) The places for holding the nominations for
each ward.

(¢) The returning officers who shall respective-
ly hold the nominations for éach ward.

(¢) The places at which polls will be opened
in the municipality in case a poll is required.

(d) The deputy-returning officers who shall
preside at the respective polling places.

(2) The Clerk of the municipality shall be the
returning officer for the whole municipality, and
in the caseyof a poll being required the deputy-
returning officers shall make to him the returns
for the respective wards or polling sub-divisions,
But it does not say that the Cletk—although he
is by virtue of his office the returning officer—
shall, nor cannot legally act as deputy-returning
officer because he is such returning officer. ;

THE MUNICIPAL WORLD.

According to our interpretation of the
law as it at present stands, the Municipal
Act, Sec. 136, contemplates the appoint-
ment of other persons as deputy-returning
officers, except in the case of municipali-
ties which are not divided into wards,
when the clerk is authorized to perform
the duties imposed in other cases upon
deputy-returning ofhcers. The Municipal
Act of 1896 requires the Clerks in cities
and towns to be at their offices to receive
the ballot-boxes, which are to be deliver-
ed the same day after the close of the
poll. In these municipalities the clerk
should not be appointed a deputy-return-
ing officer.  Section g7, sub-sec. 2, and
section 98, of the Municipal Act, show
when a clerk is to be returning officer and
when he may act as deputy.

Councillor or Contractor.

456.—H. M.—Mr. A is deputy-reeve ard
owns a saw mill. In August the council passed a
resolution to the following effect:

Moved and seconded that Mr. B be authorized
to cover a sluiceway, etc., and that Mr. A furnish
cedars at 25 cents each for covering. Carried.

Can Mr. A be disqualified on the above
resolution ?

2. The council passed a by-law giving notice
for the closing of a road. Mr. C asked for dam-
ages and afterwards arpoined an arbitrator to
award the damages he sustained. The township
appointed one and the twoa third. A meeting
of the arbitrators was held and Mr. C was given
$150 damages, township to pay also cost of arbi-
tration (except witness fees), ~ Will it be neces-
sary for council to adopt the award before it is
binding ?

3. In case the council wish to appeal to the
courts, what steps will it be necessary to take ?

1. There is no provision in the Muni-
cipal Act as there is in the School Act
which requires the vacating of the office
when a contract is entered into between a
trustee and the board. The existence of
a contract with the corporation in which a
candidate is interested at the time of his
election, is declared to be a disqualifica-
tion, but the Act nowhere declares that if
a contract is entered into with the corpor-
ation by a member of the Council, that
his seat shall thereupon become vacant,
but sec. 431 declares that contracts by
members with the corporation shall be
void in any action against the corporation.
Moreover in this case all that has been
done is the passing of a resolution, and A
may decline to furnish the cedars,

2 and 3. These questions do not give
*sufficient information to enable us to
answer them. Send copy of By-Law and
full proceedings of Council in reference to
the matter,

Township Conncil may Peﬁoe Grraveyards.

457.—J. H.—1. Is it the duty of the township
council to keep the fence of a graveyard in repair,
said graveyard being situated in township, and
nobody seeming to take any interest in the matter?
If not, who should do so ?

2, Isit lawful to take a gravestone which was
erected over the head of a body sixly or seventy
years ago and all friends gone, and put it upin
some neighboring graveyard, such stone being
near the centre of a farm ?




Blta e e - de e R T D . L e i

THE MUNICIPAL WORLD.

1. Yes. See chapter 48, Ontario Sta-
tutes 1890, which authorizes Councils to
appropriate money for the purpose.

2. If in a cemetery Section 31 of the
Cemetery Companies Act applies, but
there appears no remedy in this particular
case.

By-Laws and Liquor Ticenses.

458—J. H.—Is the Council of a municipality
compelled to pass a by-law to grant shop licenses
to sell liquor ? .

2. Can such a license be obtained without a
by-law passed by the Council of the municipality ?

No.

Yes, e
Opening Road.

459.—M. A. C.—A farmer has made applica-
tion to have a road allowance opened to his farm.
Said road allowance has never been opened, but
was fenced up and used by person owning adjacent
1Otl. What is the proper course to pursue in open-
ing said road ?

2. If a survey is necessary who should bear the
expense ?

1. We refer you to sections 546, 551
and 552, Consolidated Manicipal Act,
1892, showing proceedings necessary for
passing by-law to open road. :

2. The Council cannot compel any one
to employ a surveyor. If they find it
necessary to employ one they will have to
pay him. But as they are not bound to
open the road they may be in a condition
to require parties interested in having the
road opened to contribute something.

Public Library.

460.—L. T. K.—We have a public library
and reading room which has been carried on for
years by a Board of Directors, and the said Board
have petitioned the council to take it over, and
establish a free library. The question is:

1. Will the council require to submit it to a
vote of the people ? d

2. Will they require to levy a special rate to
carry it on, or can they pay out of the general
fund what they think expedient ?

1. Under section 11, Public Libraries
Act, 1895, the council may, on the pre-
sentation of a petition, signed by a major-
ity ot the Board of Management of the
Public Library, appointed under part 3 of
the act, appoint 8 Board of Management.
No vote of the people is required to do
this. :

2. Sub-section 4 of section 11 declares
that no special rate shall be levied by any
municipal council for the purpose of a
public library, organized under part 2 of
the act, but section 3 of the act of 1896
provides that it shall be lawful for any
municipal or school corporation to contri-
bute to the maintenance of a public
library as such corporation may deem
expedient, and to exercise 1ts corporate
powers for the collection of any sum so
contributed from the taxable property of
the ratepayers under ils jurisdiction.

Council to Levy Sums Beguired by 8. 8. Trustees.

481.—P. M.—(a) At the August meeting of the
council there was a township rate struck to raise
$100 for each school section. The trustees of
three sections have notified the reeve lha_t thgy
will require the other $50. The three sections in
question have not hired teachers with cefuﬂcates,
neither for 1896 nor 1897- Dp you consider they
can compei the council to give them the other
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$50? (b) Whose duty is it to make out a financial
statement on December 15th?

{Copy of Notice)
To the Reeve and Council of the Township of
Darling :

Gentlemen,— We, the trustees of S. S. No. 1,
Township of Darling, having learned that only
$100 have been levied as a township rate for S. S.
No. 1, when we expected and require $150,
according to section 66 of the Public School Act,
1896, and we will require the $50 additional for
our school and require the council to provide the
amount by 22nd day of December, 1897.

Darling, 17th November, 1897.

(Signed by trustees of S. S. No. 1,
[Seal] Tp. of Darling.)

(a) The trustees are required to submit
to the council on or before the first of
August an estimate of the expenses of the
schools under their charge, and the coun-
cil is required to levy all sums required by
the trustees. See Public School Act, sec-
tion 62, sub-section g, and section 67.
Also Assessment Act, section 203. The
provisions of section 66 of the School Act,
requiring council to levy an amount by
general rate for each school, directs how
a portion of the amount required by the
trustees is to be raised. The trustees are
entitled to the amount of their requisition
and need not concern themselves with the
action of the council, if the council have
not levied the proper amounts. Section
67, sub-section 3, provides how errors or
omissions may be corrected next year.

(#) The council, treasurer and clerk.

Dogs Worrying Sheep to he Killed,

462.—CoUNCILLOR. — In that part of the
township of Darlington joining the town of Bow-
manville there has been a great destruction of
sheep by dogs. The township council during this
month paid nearly $300 sheep damages. We
have offered a reward for killing dogs found in
the act of running or worrying sheep or for finding
the owner of any such dogs. We want to know
if it is legal to kill a dog when not with its mas-
ter, and say forty rods from its home, or is there
any optional law, so that by passing a by-law,
dogs may be killed ?

Section 489, sub-section 15, of the
Municipal Act, authorizes councils to pass
by-laws to restrain and regulate the run-
ning at large of dogs and for killing dogs
running at large contrary to the by-laws.

Section 2z of chapter 46, Ontario stat-
utes, 1893, which repealed section ¢ of
chapter 214, R. 8. O,, as amended by
section 6, act of 1890, provides for killing
dogs on farms where sheep are kept under
the circumstances set forth in clause (c)
of the section.

School SBection Rates.

463.—T. D. R.—A school section has been
dissolved by by-law passed May 4th, 1897, and
the lots which composed said section have been
added to adjoining sections. Is it Jawful to col-
lect a special rate off said lots this year according
to the rate struck in the different sections to which
they are added, or will these lots escape the
special rate for the present year?

The by-law will not take effect until the
25th of December, 1897, and all rates
ought to have been levied without regard
to it, but any difficulties which have arisen
or may arise can be rectified under sec-
tion g0 of the School Act, which provides
for adjustment of claims by arbitration if
the trustees in sections interested are
unable to agree. If this has not been
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done it should be attended to, and the
council may correct any errors or omis-
sions when levying the rates next year, so
that no property shall escape from its
proper proportion.

Statute Labor Rates.

464.—A CLERK.— A is a non-resident and
owns a number of vacant lots scattered over the
municipality. The assessor in assessing same
grouped all the lots together, making twelve days’
statute labor. Afterward A petitioned the council
to have the labor put in the road division where
the land lies. The clerk was instructed to class
out the lots into the several divisions and in doing
so increased the labor four days, taking as the rule
that each parcel of land in a division should bring
two days’ labor. A refused to pay for only the
twelve days, claiming the extra labor was not
according to lJaw. The corporation has no by-law
regarding the amount of statute labor only what is
]aii;d down in the Consolidated Assessment Act,
1802,

1. Was the clerk justified in placing the extra
labor on road list ?

2. Can the council compel A to pay the extra
lfabor or only what the assessor’s schedule calls
or ¥

3. Can the council expend the commutation

_ received for the labor where they see fit, or must

it be expended in the division where the land
lies?

1-2. If non-resident did not give notice
requiring his property to be assessed the
assessor should have proceeded as directed
by section 3c of the Assessment Act and
assessed each lot separately ; and statute
labor should then be charged against
every separate lot as provided in section
99 of the same Act.

If the non-resident gave notice, section
100, sub-section 2, applies and statute
labor should be charged in accordance
therewith,

3. See section 101, sub-section 2.

Statute Labor Rates.

465.—W. L. H.—A client of mine owns in the
organized township of McDougall 3,024 acres,
assessed in various parcels of 100 acres or less,
each separately valued, and the total assessment
amounting to $7,607.00, for which they demand
fifty-five days’ statute labor or its equivalent com-
mutation.

The owner, I may add, is a non-resident, who
has required his name to appear, and whose name
does appear, on the roll. k

My contention is that the true a ®#uunt of statute
labor is twenty-eight days, made up under section
93, as follows : For $900.00, five days; for the
balance (at the rate of one day for each additional
$300.00) twenty-three days,

You will observe that the method of arriving at
the amount of statute labor, as per p:\rangh 93,
is by the assessed value, the quantity of land
forming no factor in arriving at the result, whereas
sections 99 and 100 omit the assessed value as a
basis of settlement and as per sub-section 2 of
section 100, introduce lots or parts of lots as a
basis on which to estimate the statute labor.

1t is under section 100 that the township officer
claims to arrive at the sum of fifty-five days as
being the correct amount of statute labor.

By note ““V* of said sub-section 2 it would
appear that the tendency of legislation is to grant
certain privileges to non-residents not enjoyed by
residents, who apparently, if the contention of the
municipality is correct, instead of enjoying any
privileges, are at the disadvantage of being com-
pelled to do nearly twice as much statute labor as
if they were residents.

We have given the above question our
best consideration, and have decided that
section oo, sub-section 2, applies, and
that statute labor should be rated and

charged accordingly.
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Nominations and Resignations.

Except where otherwise ordered by By-
law of the County Council, meetings for
the nomination of candidates for the
local councils will this year be held on
Monday the 27th December. Some
changes were made in the law at last
session of the legislature and it is not
now necessary for the ballot that a poll
be demanded. This amendment reads :

Section 116 of the Consolidated Municipal
Act, 1892, is amended by striking out all the
words therein after the word “‘office,” in the
sixth line, and inserting the following in lien
thereof :

‘¢ But if more candidates are proposed for any
* particular office than are required to be elected,
the clerk or other returning officer or chairman
shall adjourn the proceedings for filling such
office until the first Monday in January next
thereafter, where (unless there shall be an
election by acclamation by reason of the resig-
nation of any candidate or candidates nominated,
a8 in the next succeeding section provided) a
poll or polls shall be opened in each ward or
polling-subdivision at such place or places
respectively as may be fixed by the by-law of the
said council for the election at nine o’clock in the
morning, and shall continue open until five o’clock
in the afternoon and no longer.”

All nominations are to be moved and
seconded. This may be done verbally
as in former years, the new law requiring
them to be made in writing does not
come - into force until after the 1st
January, 18¢8.

The clerk or other returning officer or
chairman shall, on the day of the
nomination, post up in the office of the
clerk of the municipality the names of
the persons proposed for the respective
offices.

At the nomination meeting or until
midnight the following day, any person
proposed for one or more offices may
resign, or may elect for which office he is
to remain nominated ; and in defauit he
shall remain nominated for the office in
respect of which he was first proposed
and seconded. Y

(3) The resignation, after the nomination
meeting, of any person so proposed shall
be in writing, signed by him and attested
by a witness, and shall, within the time
hereinbefore mentioned, be delivered to
the clerk of the municipality.

{(4) If by reason of any such resignation
or resignations the number of candidates
remaining proposed for any office does
not exceed the number required by this
Act to be elected for such office, then the
clerk or other returning officer shall
declare such remaining candidates duly
elected to such office,

Publications Received:

Voters List and Audilors Report,
Townshkip of Egremont. D. Allan, Clerk.

By-Laws, Township Asphodel. ]. Brack-
enridge, Clerk.

This is 2 neat pamphlet containing all
the general by-laws of the township as
revised and passed in July of this year.

Seli-Constituted Candidates.

(By William B. Thompson, in City and Staic.)

The man who studiously seeks an elec-
tive or a politicial office should never re-
ceive it. To attain it in his own way, he
must of necessity either connect himself
with the machinery of our political
methods, or commit himself by promise
and patronage. He cannot do either
without exposing himself to the suspicion
of ulterior motive or purpose. This is an
abhorrence to a clean minded man.
When, however, a man can show satisfac-
torily that he seeks an office solely for the
gratification of performing duties concien-
tiously,which he owes, or rather his abilities
owe to the State, or with patriotic, philan-
trophic, or other commendable object, we
may be willing to rest his profession
upon an earnest and consistent character,
and receive him with favor. Is this too
lofty an ideal of unselfish statesmanship?
No; because it can be attained. It has
truly come to this, that almost any man
who conspicuously identifies himself with
party, or who may become merely promi-
nent (eminence is a non-essential) in the
business or other public walks of life, can
conceive a political ambition, and can be
successful in that ambition. This pursuit
of office has become a method, established,
and the nomination by the dominant party
is assurance of election. To such elec-
tion the people demurely submit. Itisa
civil usurpation only relieved by the
appearance of -an assent, which is farcical.
The public permit themselves to be
carried away by a foolish and impulsive
enthusiasm, and the very candidate whose
name they loudly applaud does not reflect
the will nor is he the actual choice of the
people. His success is a sort of aggran-
dizement office wmade possibly by public
apathy. We have, therefore, constantly
foisted upon wus self-created candidates,
sel-imposed incumbents of office. When
will this irregular order of things be
changed? How futile is the remonstrance
of a single individual! How feeble the
unsupported efforts of an independent,
unbiased press! Let the office seek the
man—sucn a one that feels the responsi-
bility and realizes that which the admin-
istration of a public trust implies. Let us
go and seek A/m! Is the wish too Uto-
pian for this denegrate, political age?

Bell: “It’s wonderful what change a
woman can work in a2 man after marriage.

Nell: “You mean ‘work out of him’
don’t you ?”

Mistress: “You are sure that you will
have no young men coming to see you ?”

Cook : “Certain and sure, mum. He's
as old as you are, mum.”

E
A young lady was asked which she pre-
ferred of two brothers. _She responded,
“When I am with either of them I prefer
the other.”
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Poll Clerk's Necessary.

The usual allowances made to Deputy-
Returning Officers does not in many
municipalities provide for the payment of
a Poll Clerk. The election law contem-
plates their appointment and to provide
for emergencies the legislature at last ses-
sion passed the following amendment,

Section 99 of the Consolidated Municipal
Act, 1892, is amended by adding thereto the
following sub-section :

(2) In case during the polling the returning
officer or deputy-returning officer at any polling
place becomes unable to perform his duties
through illness or other cause, the poll-clerk at
such polling place shall act as returning officer,
or deputy-returning officer, as the case may be,
and he may appoint some other person to act
as poll-clerk, and shall perform all the duties

of a returning officer or deputy-returning
officer,

The Henry George Club of Toronto re-
cently waited on the Premier and mem-
bers of the Ontario government, and
urged that the assessment laws of this
Province be remodelled upon a basis more
equitable and fair, and which shall in-
clude such changes as the following :

(1) That all land within the Province, whether
owned by individuals or corporations and net
held or owned by the Dominion, Provincial and
municipal authorities, which is now exempt or
partly exempt from taxation, shall be liable to
assessment for taxation equally with the land
belonging to the private citizen or corporation not
so exempt,

(2) That the personal property tax of street
railroads, gas companies, electric light or power
companies, telephone and water supply companies
be entirely abolished, and that in lieu thereof a
tax shall be levied upon the franchise value of all
such companies above mentioned,

(3) That the section of the assessment act
which allows lands of two acres and over in extent
—whether in cities or towns—to be taxed as farm
value shall be absolutely repealed.

(4) That the assessment act be so amended as
to empower all municipalities to retain and control
all lands upon which tax assessments are three
years in arrears, and that such lands shall become
the property of the municipality absolutely, to be
leased ar rented, as may be decided upon.

(5) That the assessment act be so amended as
to give wmunicipalities local option in taxation,
that they may be permitted to apply methods of
taxation in accordance with the wishes of those
who are to be taxed. In other words, that the
people in each municipality may, in their discre-
tion, direct that all taxes in such municipality
shall be levied upon the assessed value of real
estate alone, including land and improvements,
or upon the assessed value of land alone, exclusive
of improvements and personal property, or upon
the assessed value of land, improvements and
personal property taken together.

Revised Statutes, 1897.

The revised Statutes of Ontario will be
ready for distribution some time this
month, Every council should order one
or more sets for the use of its members.
This is the only form in which the com-
plete municipal law of Ontario is obtain-
able. We have made arrangements to
fill all orders promptly, and for conven
ience, have mailed blank order forms to
each clerk.
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Back Numbers.

We have on hand a supply of back
numbers of THE MUNICIPAL
WORL D, whick may be obtained
Jrom the office of publication.

Price 50c. per dozen.

THE MUuUNICIPAL WORLD,

Books for Municipal Officers.

Revised Statutes, 1897—We have made ér}angemente with the Queen’s Printer, and are
prepared to supply any number, Special terms to municipalities ordering more than three
sets,

Consolidated Public Health Acts—With amendments to date—These should be supplied to the
members of every loeal board of health. Price—20 cents each, six for $1.

Consolidated Municipal and Assessment Acts, 1892, —Price $1.50.

Jones’ County Constables’ Manual, or Handy Book—Compiled from the Criminal Code,
1892 3, with schedules of fees, crimes and punishments, the court and jurisdiction, ail in such
& compact form that it can be easily carried in the pocket. This book is excellently printed
and bound in red and gold. Just the book required by a coustable, and very useful to a
magistrate. ‘1he work is correcily compiled from the criminal code. Price 75 cents.

Clark’s Magistrates’ Manual—3rd edition, revised, enlarged and improved—In the preparation
of this edition of the Manual, the English and Canadian cases decided since the publication
of the last edition are ull noted. together with the numerous changes of the statute law and
criminal code of 1892, 'T'o justices of the peace, mayors and reeves, who find it necessary to
act as a magistrate in their municipality, this book will be found very useful and save them
the trouble of looking np and interpreting the statutes in complicated cases. Price $5, leather,

The Canadian Lawyer—2nd edition— [t contains just what you want to know. It is reliable,
being compiled by a lawyer in active practice. It is practical, containing those points arising
most frequently in every day life. It contains over 225 forms, which alone are worth more
than the price of the book. Price, in cloth, $1.50.

The New Conveyancer —By H. A. O'Brien, Barrister—Has been prepared with great care and
research, and embodies important changes not made in any other Conveyancer published.
Th= forms are concise, but complete, useless verbiage being omitted. Full explanations are
given, so as to make each form adaptable to varying circumstances It can safely be used by
students and other unfamili.r with legal terms, Bound in half calf. Price $3.75.

Lytle’s Rate Tables—For Collectors’ Rolls—This valuable little work is intended to assist clerks
in entering tuxes in the collector’s roll. It gives rates by tenths of a mill, from ene to nine and
and nine-tenths mills. The author, a clerk of considerable experience, knowing what was
wanted, issued the work, which should be in the office of every clerk. Price $2.

Drainage Laws - Consolidated in one book, with amendments ot 1895 6, neatly bound in ecloth, .
complete index. The Drainage Act, 1894—The Ditches and Watercourses Act—The Tile,
Stone and Timber Drainage Act. Price 30 cents.

Ditches and Watercourses Act, 1894, with Amendments of 1895—By Geo. F. Henderson,
Osgoode Hall, Barrister-at-Law.—A Handbook of Procedure, confaining the recent changes
in the Statute Law with judicial interpretations of the same. The copious annotations, ex-
planatory references and a carefully prepared digest of reported cases in Ontario Courts bear-
ing upon the subject make the work of especial use to township engineers and surveyors, as
well as members of the legal profession. %rice. $L

Collectors’ Duties—By J. M. Glenn, LL. B., of Osgoode Hall, Barrister-at-Law—For the infor-
mation of collectors of taxes in (ntario. This valuable pamphlet contains the provisions of
the law relating to the collection of taxes, with explanatory notes and decisions of the courts
affecting the same. Forwms, ete. Price—paper, 50 cents ; cloth, 75 cents. The Municipal
World, publishers, St. Thomas.

Assessors’ Guide—-By J. M. Glenn, LL. B., of Osgoode Hall, Barrister-at-Law— For the informa-
tion of assessors and municipal officers. A complete guide for the astessment of, property in
Outario. Al difficult sectious of the Act are explained, with notes and decisions of the courts
affecting the same. The office of assessor is a most important one, but heretofore no compre-
heusive guide to the duties of the office has been available. Price—paper, 50 cents ; cloth,
75¢ cents. - The Municipil World, publishers, St. Thomas.

Assessor’s and Collector’s Guide—In one volume—Cloth, $1.25.

BALNX BOOKS.

Minute books, ledgers and journals,
foolscap size, well bound. Hxira valu7e
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S PR o R $1 00

400 pagel oo 1L F e, 125

DOODRERR: oo ol s b e at 1 50

Blank books of every description to
order,

MluicipaL |
[PRINTING s

We have every facility for printing

Minute books, size of page, 10 x 15
inches, good paper, strongly bound and
lettered on back as ordered ; 300, 400 and
500 pages. Prices no application.

Minute books, size of page, 8 x 13}
inches, good linen azure paper, strongl
bound, ga.t, opening and lettered on bac
as ordered ; 300 pages, 400 pages and
500 pages. Prices on application.

Treasurer's ledgers, 10 x 15, 300 and _

400 pages.

Treasurer’s journals, 200 %6 500 pages.
Prices and further particulars on appli-
cation.

Voters’ Lists,
Huditors’ Reports,
By=Laws,
Debentures, ELC.,

On short notios
When possible send samples showing class of
work required,
NO TROUBLE TO SUBMIT ESTIMATES

Envelopes
w and ..

Jetter heads
™  LOWEST PRICES.




