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THE STAMPS OF BULGARIA.

demanded that it should accept their
protection. Upon the refusal o accede
to this demand, a long war followed,
which left Bulgaria in such a weak
condition that it fell easily into the
hands of the Turks when they made
theif appearance in Europe.

From 1302 until 1879 it was a provionce
of the Tarkish empive, and during that
time retrograded  lamentably. The
*unspeakable™ Turk distinguished his
rule here, as clsewhere, by mal admin-
istration and oppression of the worst
kiud.

As was the e with Roumania,
Bulguria owed its deliverance from the
Turks w0 Russia. Emperor Alexander
H came to the rescue of the Christians
«f- Tarkey -and- tributary- states in
their struggle for hiberty, and the
RussiasTarkish War of 18i7 resulted.
As this ended disastrously for Turkey,
the demands of Russia for reforms in
the Balkan states were granted to a
large extent.

By the treaty of Berlin, Bulgaria
was made o tributavy principality of
the sultan with a Christian govern-
ment, a uatinnal mititia and the right
to make its awn laws, A prince was
to beelected by the people and con-
firmed by the porte with the conseat
of the powers. That poition of Bul-
geavia south of the Balkang was to have
a Christian gavernor appainted by the
sultan, to serve for i tern of ten years,
this appeintment to be coutirmed by
the pavers. °

Aiexander of Battenbung. brother of
the Into Prince Henry of Battenburg,
was clected princein April, 1579, and
duly confirmed. Things did not run
smoothly in the new state, howover,
Ministerial crises and inteynal dissen-
sions of all sorts embarrassed the
government. ‘The inhabitants of South
Bulgaris, that part under the Turkish
governor, were constantly rlamoring
for union with the princimlity. The
cfforts of the national jarty to bring
tkis about and the repeated interfer
ence. of Russin in the affairs of tho
country, caused continual uproar.

The fact that Russinng were in pos-
session of positions in the cabinet and

in the civil and military service was a
severo blow to the national pride. The
nationa! assembly opposed the foreign
officials, and us the prince did not
support them, the Russians gave up
their places and left the country.
‘This resulted in very strained rela-
tions between Russia and Bulgaria.
The South Bulgarians revolted, mado
their governor a prisoner and invited
Prince Alexander to rule over them
also. He accepted and declared the
two portions of the country united.
This action was, of course, contrary
to the conditions of the Treaty of Ber-
hu, but rather than provoke another
war, the porte allowed matters to re-
main as they were, and while South
Bulgaria nominally belongs to Turkey,
it is really in the hands of Bulgaria.
The enlargement of Bulgariz was

observed by Servin with jealous oyes,.

and that country declared war against

Bulgaria in 1635. The Serviang re-

ceived a good drubbing in the short
campaign that followed, but nochange
was made in the conditions of the
countries.

In spite of these successes, Princo
Alexander's government did not get on
well, and various conspiracics against
him were discovered. Finally he was
kidnapped by Russian agents and
taken to Russia. Ho returned to Sofin
later, and was received by the people
with enthusiasm, but ag it was impos-
sible for him to obtain the good will of
Russia, he resigned his position and
left the country.

Prince Waldemar of Denmark was
offered the vacant throne, but declined
with thanks, for which action he was
certainly not to blame. After search-
ing around Europe for a suitable
prin-e, the sobranjc elected (2837)
Prnince Ferdinand of Coburg, the

present ruler.
His has not been 2 bed of voses

since that time, as the powers huveo
never confirmed his clection, and it
can truly be sid that *‘uncasy sils
the head that wears the crown ™ in this
case, as the crown has never been
very steadily set upon it.

The assassination of the patriotic
cx-minister, Stambuloff, some months
ago, reflected very badly on the gow
crament, as it is belioved that the

murder was instigated by it. Stam-
bulofl was the foremost man of the
new Bulgaria.

As mentioned above, Prince Ferdi-
nand isnow trying to get into tho
good graces of the St. Petersburg
government. Whether he succeeds or
meets the same fate as Prince Alex-
andar remains to be seen.

The sobranje is a representative
body, being elected by universal man-
hood sufirage for a term of three
years. Each 100,000 inhatitants are
represented by one mewrber. The
executive power is invested under the
prince in a coupeil of six ministers.

The ecstimated aren of Bulgaria
proper is 24,860 with n populatibn of
ovér 8,000,000; that of Eustern Ron-
melis (South Bulguria) is 18,500, with
2 population of 960,000. The capital,
Sofin, has over 80,000 inhabitants.

—American Philatelic Magazine.
OTTAWA NOTES.

Nithout doubt Mr. Mulockis endeavor-
ing to get sometking more than a cursory
idea of the ramifications of his extensive
department. He knows that Rome
wasn’t built in a day, ncither can the
biggest depantment in the public service
be reformed ina week, One point was
settled by Mr. Mdlock lately which will
commend itselfto business people. Some-
time ago mention was made of some ill-
fecling on the part of merchants in To-
ronto, because they had been forbidden
to scll postage stamps, which come to
them in the shape of remittances. It
appears that the licensees to scll stamps
receive their permits on the distinct
understanding that they must purchase
their supplics from the Government, and
no person is allowed to sell stampsunless
he has a stamp vendor's Yicense.  This is-
a provision in the Postoffice Act, not a
merc abitrary ruling on the part of the
depantment.  Thercason. for it is that, if
the sale of stamps were unlicensed it
would leave so many opportunitics. for
boys tosteal them,and it was uith the
specific object of preventing. speculation
of stamps that the provision was inserted
inthe Postal Act. Tomeet the grievance
that marchants, who receive stamps as
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Ix our last issue the whole number
was the same as in the previous issuc.
This error is ramedied in the present
number.

-

Tue publishers of the Halifux Phila-
telic Magazine, and the Phitatelic
Canadian, anunotince that their papers
are out. We have seen the later, and
it is very neat, und we trust thatit will
mect with success.

-

WE will send outa good many copies
of our next issue as samples, and will
continue doing this at least once a
month during the scason.

“a

Buxce's address book of dealers was
sent to us recently. Mr. Bunce states
that every dealer whose name appears
in it, is **reliable.® We notice thoso
of A. Weisz and Harold Conne & Co.,
both of London, Eng, The later is not
now in business. The amiouncements
of the former still continue to appear,
but as he has not paid us an overdue
account, we much doubt that other
publishers will sce any returns,

“«

Titx: proposition has been made that
a number- of Canadian dealers should
issuc a syndicate catalogue of Canada
postage and revenues. In our opinion
tho scheme would hardly work.

2>

Osxk cverswhkere hears of the great
demand for revenues. They are TiE
faslion. If you have never collected
revenues of Canada, you shounld see
them.  Ask for them and you will find
very fow dealent have much of n stock.
This alone should prove the wisdom of
“buying now, as there are probably not
ten complete collections in existence.

(Contlnucd from 18t page.)

remittances have, that they cannut get
rid of them to vendors, the depattment
has always redeemed thiem at 5 per cent.
discount. “Thisisadmitted to betoo high,
especially whenitis considered that stamp
vendors only make one per cent. on their
sales. The Postmaster-General has,
accordingly, <scided that from this out
the department will redecin stamps in
sums of not less than a dollar, at a dis-
count of ane per cent. the same discount
which the vendors get.  “The stamps inust
be pasted upon sheets of paper and sent
to the department at Otawa, when a
cheque for the amount of the stamps so
returned will be forwarded to the party
sending thenu in, Asno postageis re-
quired on letters to any of the public de-
partments, no hardship will be entailed
upon merchants by this decision on Mr.
Mulocl's part, but on the contrary it opens
a way for the disposal by them of stamps
accumulating in their possession.
MiCABOW,

A FEW NOTES ON REVENUES
OF THE UNITED STATES.

The imperforate and part pecforate
condition of the first issue U, S. Reven-
ues may be accounted for by the hury
with which they were prepared  Con-
gress hud passed a warmeasure levying
a stamp tax upon legalinstrumentsand
other documents and there was little
time before the law went inta effect for
the preparation of the large varviety of
stamps required. It was creditable to
the contractors that no serinus errors
were made.  Later, the demand wasso
great that they could not afford to reject
shicets of stamps beeanse they had been
run through the perforating machine
too many titnes and were double per-
forated. These double perforated
stamps are not very uncommon and ara
senerally found in the case of the most
plentiful varieties, these having been
vroduced in the greatest numbers and
consequently with the greatest haste
aml the least care. I think that three
orjuur times the price of the ordinary
statap is voough o pay for these
oddities.

Requisitions for stamps camie in from
all pacts of the loyal States, and sup-
plics wore sent, some of which included
nearly the whele issue of a single
wariety. Iastead of dividingupa baich
of stamips among the different scctions
of the country and sub-stations. from
swhich stanips weredistributed, the bultk
of it would be sent to one place and if
nomore of thatkind were issued, the
use of that particular stamp wonld be
conlined to the one loeality. Thus, al-
muost all the S P. of . imperforate

aow in collections orginally came from
Californin  More sprcimens have been
found on the Faeilic cmst in receut
years, it issuaid, than in all the Easi.
Thig probably indicates that maay of
the avest revenues are to be sought,
wach in o particular vicinity of s own,
Bat Anowledge of this, if anyone has it,
must be a teade seerets. s

The genuinenessof impecforate reven-
ues may be determined to some extent
hy the date which was usnally written
or stumped upon them, In 1862, no
stamps awere  peforated  and cmost
stamps used in 1868 were buperforme,
but stamps of later date need not neces-
sarily be pronounced clipped on thix
acconnt, 1 have seen :t pair of impey.
forate Sthe Boof W, dated 1863, Thuse
probably were remainders which had
been kept for two ar thres yeurs before
being used.  Width of marginisdecep-
tive, for the stunups were often inegu-
farly perforated, ssometunes so s to
show portions of adjoining stamps both
shove and below,

After a year or two, it was found ta
bes both inexpedient aml unnecessary
to vequirg that the stamps should - bear
inscriptions  corresponding with  the
nawes of the documents to which they
were attached, and  thereafter thev
were used indiserimivately. Tha en-
gravers, since ii was no longer necess-
ary to provide every variery of stanp,
retired some plates and dies and print.
ed vomore stamps from them, This
vestricted  their issue amd made them
rarer than the others The playing
card and proprictary stamps were al-
ways required to Le used for thase por-
poses only, however, and this is the
reason for their general seareity. <Iam
not aware whether the 0 cent propriet-
ary is rure because there was little uso
for that value, or bhecause it was carly
retired, Perhaps both reasons operate.

During the carly *70's, = number of
revenues were issued on a very thick
paper. In fact, there are two thick-
nesses of thick paper.  They are casily
distinpuished fram the otdinary papers,
but may be tested in this way - double
the paper between the thumb and
finger; if it will crease casily, itis the
thin paper, but if there scems to be
considerable resistance, it is the thick,
hard variety. Listshavebeen attempted
of. the varictics printed on this paper,
but new discoveries are continually
being made.

It i8 said that revenues are soon to be
catatogued bota unused and used,
Herctofore, unused specimens have
been.oblainable for a wmere fmction of
the face value on account of the fact
that tho government doces not redeem
them, but there is snch alimited source
of supply that they aro bound' to be
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high priced. A distinction’ must be
made between uncaneelled and unused
revenues, Although the users of the
stamps were at first very careful to
cancel them well, later on they became
less 80, and nutny stamps sre to be found

ou the origiual documents bearing no -

cancellation whatever, Thisis particu-
larly true of tho lower denominations,

1t is snid of the 6 cent Proprietary
that it was used almost solely upon two
or thres medicines, and that there are
Commercial travelers who know these
medicines. In the course of their tours
they visit old-esinblished drug-storves
aud inquire for them, and thus, without
exciting too much suspicion on the part
of the druggists, sometimes sccure the
rareavis, the gem of the first water,
the 6 cent proprictary

The stamps prirted upon blanks for
taxable documents, are destised soen
to obtain recoguition, By far the com-
monest are two or three varieties im-
printed on bank checks, but the same
kind of impression has been found on
blanks for receipts and other docu-
ments, These stamps bear the same
relation to adhesive revenue stamps
that staraped eovelopes bear to ad-
hesive postage stamps, aud are fully as
collectable; they should be collected
entire, also. Some firm obiained the
right. from.the.government to- print
this stamped paper: Largeshcets of
bank check paper were imprinted at
regular iutervals with somesuch design
as a large diamond w:th head of Liberty
aud the words, “U. S, Inter. Revenue,
2 cents,” The bhanks then purchased

this paper and it was cut up into slips-

of the regular bank check zize, each
bearing oue impression of the stamp
These were printedwith _the formula
for 2 blauk bank check. After-the
revenite stamptax xentoutof cffect,
hanks had their stock of checks re-
deenmied, and they wers rubberstamped
to that cffect, and then used in the
course of business,  Thus. the stamped
checks are to be found surcharged
** Redeemied,” ** Cancelled,” ete, Per-
haps anather generation of philatelisis
will even collect these,

‘The Penncylvania Philatelist.

NOTES.

The flag pos: mark which was iotro-
duced by the United States Past Office
Department some time ago scems to
have fallen into use in other countries,
France, Liberia and Huugary beng
among theiatest,

The_stamps of ‘Cashmicr ane printed
fiom ivury blocks whith are so ve
smooth that they ean haid butlitthe ink,
and’ the appearance of somue of the
apecimens verifier’ this *fact;, heing so
Indistinct that very -little of the design
iz made aut,

See _sc Fircs ”

Every stamp advertised below 1s In stock, and for sale at the prices

quoted, NOMW Is the time to buy, delay meaus higher prices. All cheap
varjetles for sale at big discounts, also everything in Canada Revenucs,

1851
1852

CANADA

Cat, Price. My Price.

8d red, laid paper
—  wove paper
6d, large msargins and a fine copy
6d, fair copy
id pink, geod copies......
id pink, pair
*d pink, very fine
8d ribbed

ri
2d pink, perforated

4d pink, perforated, unused, little soiled 1

8d red, perforated
8d red, perforated, RIBBED, very fine...
5¢ vermilion, VARIETY, fine
2¢ pink, unused
12}c green, unused
~17¢ blue aee
1c¢ brown-red, watermarked
1c browan-red, laid paper, unused
1c browan-red, laid paper, used, fine.....
gcc {ﬁd: laid paper....... e RTTEe
ue registered, very fine copies
5c verm?ﬁ%n Envelope, entire, used, fino

8¢ WOYE PAPER, Er_n_relope. entire, used. 5
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

1c orange,.used
2¢ blue; used

8c rose, used

4c green, used
6¢ black, used
12c mauve, used

UNITED STATES POSTAGE

5¢ browa (original cover, 60c)
5¢ brown, very fine....... tecsssescsenns

S0c orange
90¢ blue, fine

2¢ black, embossed

8¢ blue, no embossing, used

10¢ zellow. unused, corner stamp
15¢ brown and blue, finc.

2ic green and purple..... .

214c purple. .3
90¢ carmin

o..
1878 100 brown unused

MISCELLANEOUS

Ncw[ox_xndl:\nd‘ 44 lake; cnt.irc. §heet

6d 1a!
Quebec Law Stamps,

(N
$10, 329, $50

50
85
00
00
00
00
50
50
00
50
00
00
50
50
50
00
00
00
00
50
00
50
(]
50
00
00
00
00
85
11 00
00
50
.50
50
40
50
50
25
25

Pt 1t 1D ]
388 88883

155
210, 320, £30, 1890 issue. 85 00

S mmpoold=ao wanvoone
CRERRSESIBSIASRESABRYVES

00 €0 09 1O 1t 0D pes
*8838KREA
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APPEOVAL BOOKS OF STAMPS AT 50%. THIS IS THE BEST

METHOD OF INCREASING YOUR COLLECTION.

SOMETHING From tims to tio I will issuc &

NEW

Price List. of stamps at most
reasonable prices. It's freo.

WN.'R. ADANMS, 7 Ann Street, TORONTO, Gnt.
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HEADQUARTERS FOR

Medium British Colonies.

(1)

UNUSED NEWFOUNDLAND,
1868 2ic blue., .
1847 1o green.
<o orang
5 hiue

§¢ black
3c slate

Gedeep plnk . .
12¢ puce UFOWH s vennnvnnsrnnnsrnnesses

NEW ISSUES. 16 UNUSED.

Barbados, 1D eeeirorroiinienaien oL
l!rlt bonlh Atrlca\ ip .
w.

1390

13 " [ 2‘. *
(,hamba !i'\ ...............

Cy prus, wxin ceee

o 0;-1:..
sogpla,,
0 eplaia... E

ﬁl Islands, I1p....
ral tar, 3uc ..

-]
Grenada, )p
(‘.ualmr. 2
Jolmrc.

Trlnldad !p
" 2! p

Approval Sheets of Hritish Oolonhls at 333%
per cent below Scmt ou recelpt of satisfactory
refercuies or deposit.

“Ihitatclic Messenper” contalulng my quar.
terly price hist, sree on demand.

MATTHEW R, KNIGHT,
0». Hu 1., Charlotte Co .« New Brunswick.,

—

I WANT TO BUY

Collections and good stamps for cagh, Notrash
sendd for tnspcetion. 1 makeaspecialty of fllln
want lsts, and If T have not what {a wante
make every effort to procurc 1t. My L.eft l’age
Stock Books are tho best— 1. £2 and $3 slzcs.
Collections prejared and sold at auction.

P. M. WOLSIEFFER.
=07 cunx snuzr. CHICAQO, ILL.

Scott Stamp & Coin Co.w.

18 East 23rd Street, NEW YORK.

THE 57t EDITION (1897) ¢f ¢tz
STANDARD

POSTAGE STAMP CATALOGUE

Will be ready early in December.  Be-
sides retnining all the features of the
last edition, it will contain full des-
criptions of all reprints and wmany other
interesting items of informnation, great
value to cvery stamp collector.

Price 58 Cents, postiree.

International Postage Stamp Album
- 1597 (Cl b1

Will be ready for dcln.orv about Nov.
15th.  Without spaces for varicties of
watermark, etc.

Hound in boards, half cloth, 81 pstfree,
Bount lu cloth, gilt, tine paper, 2.5 pestfree,
Bound In rlolh,;:llt.ﬂuc ver,with blank leaves

and stuls for future {ssucs, XV poatfree.

This Athum Is brouzht up o date, and is Jatcst
In thc markcl.

International Pastngc Slamp Catalogue.
A complete catalogue of all postige
stampy, without minor distinctions of
watermark, perforation, ete,  Almost
all stamps are priced used and unused,
Baund in paper, 10 cents, postfree.

WHI be ready for dcllvery about Dec. 1st.

i

Youw're Looki‘ng;for aSnap ?

Well, this yeur we will give you Scott’s 1897 Catalogue
(out sometime during December)and the Cananian PuiLateiic
MagazinE for one year for : :.:

SIXTY CENTS

Whether you reside in the United States or Canada, 1t will be
delivered postfree to your address. Canadian subscribers save
duty and unnecssary trouble by this: method, as the books are
mailed direct from Toronto, and United States subscribers will
receive it direct from New York. '
This paper will contain some good instructive matter
this winter, and by taking advantage of our offer you really get
this paper for nothing. '

THE- CANADIAN PHILATELIC - MAGAZINE,

93 Adelaide Street East - - - TORONTO, ONT.

$00008080080000°000000000090000803000009308908000000000

COMPLETE CATALOGUE OF

Umtcd States and Canada Revenugs

In Jarivary, the first edmon of this Catalogue will be out.
The demand for these issues, particularly the former, is well-
known, and it is believed the Catalogue will meet with favorable
attention from collectors. “The part devoted to the revenues of
Canada-and the Provinces will be_found of great, interest, and
the pricing forms an important feature of the work.

Ten Cents-a Copy, postpaid anywhere. -

To be had from -all Dealers Booksellers, Statxoners,
or direct from the publisher.

WILLIAM R. ADA MS
"~ TORONTO. CANADA. .
Wholoaalo Rates on Applicat'on. Clrculars for duhn. wlith thelr name onr froe

HhVE YOU GGT IT'?

1f not, und 'rcn Cents for a copy.of the
ONTARIO PHILATELIC DIRECTORY
Ad, nta on am-llcauon

R. G. \WIDDICOMBE, Puliisher,".
23 Ellzabeth St Sr. CATHARINES, OXT.

N.B.—Ontario collectors gt 3 copy tréc\

A Special
Offer ==z

01 st..xmm for’ r'o would thhout
donbt pay- wel' fplaccd in the columns

of this paper. s growing cxrculauon,
tasty display of ads, good - ms!.ruclivc

PH!LATEL]G « LITERATURE.

A journal for coll(’cton of P'hllatelic Litere-
ture, Monthly auctlgn-sales. -Ads Inscited as
25c an Inch, Small uds,Rall.cent a word. '51.00
perapnom, Six numbers on telal for 10 conu.

* Send forfrec: sample com .

+* AHOREW J. KIRBY; sos-wawiece, TAUNTON, Muss.

reading matter, are all io its favor,
Why not uy it fora month Y It
WILL hnng..rosuns
We: intend -to- cnrculato oxten-
sively in- -the United- bt.aws dunng tho
*pruent winter,



